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DEBATES  IN  THE  SENATE. 


Mosrsi.T,  Dkcikbkb  6,  1830. 

ttia  day,  »t  twelve  o'clock,  the  rtAl  having  been  called 
over  by  the  Secretary  of  Uie  Senate,  [Waltsii  Lowbix] 
it  ap{»eBredthBt  there  vert  present  tliir^-five  members; 
whereapon,  Hr.  Shitb,  of  Mbryhmd,  President  pro  tem- 
pore, in  the  idisence  of  the  Vice  Prendent,  took  the  chair, 
uidcaileddie  Senate  to  order.  The  Secretary  was  directed 
to  acquaint  the  House  of  Representatives  that  a  quorum  of 
Uie  Senate  vas  assembled,  and  ready  to  proceed  to  busi- 
nea;  who  returned,  and  informed  the  Senate  that  the 
other  House  had  adjounied  until  to^nonow,  at  twelve 
o'clock. 

Tdubat,  Dkcimbxb  7. 

A  message  was  reedred  from  the  House  of  Repreaenta- 
tives,  informing  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  that  House 
had  aisembted,  and  were  ready  to  proceed  to  buaioeas. 

The  UBua)  standing  committeeB  ta  the  Senate  were  then 
^pointed. 

AeommunicationhaTin^been  received  ftom  the  Hoaieof 
B^resentatives,  announcmjp  the  adoption  by  that  House 
of  a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  on 
their  part,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  conjunction  with  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Se- 
Date,  and  to  inform  him  that  both  Houses  had  oifranized, 
and  were  ready  to  receive  any  eommunlcadoa  that  he 
might  be  pleased  to  make  to  them,  the  Senate  concurred 
in  the  resolution,  and  appointed  a  committee  on  their 
part. 

Mr.  GRUNDY,  from  the  joint  committee,  subsequently 
reported  that  they  had  performed  that  duty,  and  had  re- 
ceived for  answer  from  the  Preudept,  that  he  would,  this 
day,  at  half  past  one  o'clock,  make  a  communication,  in 
writii^,  to  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  annual  neange  was  recrived  from 
the  Prendent,  by  A.  J.  Dowblsoit,  hu  private  Secretary.. 
Five  thousand  copies  of  the  message,  and  6fteen  hundred 
copies  of  the  accompanving  documents,  were  ordered  to 
be  printed  for  the  use  oi  the  Senate.  [For  the  message, 
see  Appendix.] 

The  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  to  the  Louiarille  and 
Portland  canal,  returned  by  the  Prendent  with  objections 
to  it,  was  laid  on  the  tab^ 
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Wbsbbsbat,  Dbcbmbbb  8. 
Tlie  several  subjects  comprised  in  the  mtnage  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Stateswerethisdajrrefemdtoflie 
appropriate  committees.  Noother business  waatranMCted. 

Tbttbsdat,  Dbgxhbkb  9. 
THE  CURRENCY. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  SANFORD,  of  New  York,  it  was 
Raohiedt  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  state  of  the  current  coins,  and  to  report  such 
amendments  of  the  existing  laws  eoncenui^  coins  as  may 
be  deemed  expedient. 

HONORS  TO  THE  DEAD. 
Mr.  EI.LIS  said,  that,  in  consequenee  of  the  lamented 
death  of  his  late  colleague,  the  Honorable  Hobskt  H. 
Adaxs,  he  rose  to  present  a  resolution  to  the  connderation 
of  the  Senate.  Xut  deceased  was  a  native  of  Rockbridge 
county,  Vir^nia.  After  completing  the  course  of  his  edu- 
cation in  Washington  college,  he  studied  law,  and  at  an 
early  period  emigrated  to  Knoxville,  in  Tennessee,  where 
he  pursued  his  profession  with  unremitting  zeal  and  great 
success.  To  a  mind  at  once  clear  and  comprehennve,  it 
appeared  perceptible  .that  his  prospects  would  be  more 
flattering  in  the  lower  country,  and  he  removed  to  Natcliez, 
MisMssippi,  in  1819.  There,  in  the  midst  of  a  nomeroua 
and  talented  bar,  witliout  futune  or  ftmUy  influence,  by 
the  force  of  hi^  intellectnal  endowments  and  pleaang 
manners,  he  rapidly  rose  to  the  highest  honors  of  his  pro* 
fesuon.  Surrounded,  as  he  ma,  ^  an  intelligent  ana  ex> 
tensive  acquuntance,  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  enjo^ 
the  enviable  distinction  arinng  from  professional  ment 
alone.  In  January  last,  he  was  called  by  the  Legislatuze 
of  luB  adopted  State  to  a  seat  in  the  councils  of  the  na« 
tion.  Here  he  waa  too  well  known  to  require  eulogy. 
Mr.  E.  wouldoobraay,  tiuttthedealhofsoyoangaiBat^ 
^stinguished  aa  ne  wa^  must  be  a  loss  to  die  natun. 
It  was  publicly,  deeply,  and  universally  deplored  in  the 
State  which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent.  He, 
therefore,  moved  the  following  resolution)  which  was 
unanimously  adopted: 

Benhedt  wianimoatl^t  Thatthemembersofthe  Senate 
from  a  deure  of  showmg  every  mark  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  Honortbk  Robebt  H.  Avams^  deceased. 
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late  a  Senator  of  tfaia  body  from  the  State  of  Uia«i3ippi» 
will  ^  into  tnouming  for  one  montli,  by  wearing  crape  on 
the  left  arm. 

Mr.  KANE,  oflUuHrii,  aid,  Uiatapaper  vhidihehad 
pretented  on  the  firit  day  of  the  aeauon,  announced  to  the 
Senate  the  decease  of  his  late  colleague,  John  McLeiv, 
of  niinois.  He  died,  after  a  short  illness,  at  his  residence, 
on  the  14th  day  of  October  last.  Though  not  a  native  of 
the  State  which  he  represented,  he  might  well  be  clumed 
as  one  of  the  favorite  sons  of  Illinois.  He  had  removed 
there  at  an  early  tev.  There  he  commenced  his  career 
in  Ufej  a  career  of  usefulness  and  distinction,  which  had 
fidlea  to  the  lot  of  few  in  that  regicm  of  country.  In  pri- 
rate  laSt,  he  wu  remarkable  for  his  benevolence,  frank- 
nesi,  and  independence  of  character.  No  one  in  the  cir- 
de  in  whidi  he  moved  had  a  larger  share  of  the  confidence 
and  ftfTections  of  his  fellow  men.  He  was  by  profession  a 
lawyer,  possessed  of  a  vigorous  mind,  a  rapid  but  easy  elo- 
cution. These  qualifications,  added  to  an  honesty  of  pur- 
poie,  uiuversally  accorded  to  him,  raised  him  to  the  front 
rank  of  hi*  profession;  and  there  sustained  him.  As  a 
ftatenoan,  the  people  of  Illincns  woidd  long  remember 
him  at  the  author  or  many  of  the  roost  valued  portions  of 
their  statute  books,  and  as  the  acute  and  able  prcuding 
officer  over  the  deliberations  of  the  most  numerous  brand 
of  their  Legislature.  Mr.  McLxah  had  been  twice  elected 
to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  Uis  last 
election  was  the  result  of  the  unanimous  fote  of  the  mem- 
btm  of  both  branches  of  the  General  Assembly.  In  th^ 
itete  of  tlungs  wtueh  then  existed,  no  stronger  evidence 
of  the  general  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  those  who 
knew  him  best  could  well  be  given.  In  order  to  pay  a  pro- 
per respect  to  the  memory  ctf  such  a  man,  Mr.  Kiss  moved 
the  adoption  of  the  following  retolutioni  wliich  waa  unani- 
mously agreed  to: 

Seaohed,  unanimoiuly,  That  the  members  of  the  Senate, 
for  the  puTpoae  of  lowing  a  proper  respect  to  the  nie-. 
mory  or  the  Honorable  Josir  McLxAit,  oeceaaed,  late  a 
Senator  ftom  the  Sttrte  of  UtincH^  will  go  into  mourning 
Ibr  one  month,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  ELLIS,  of  lUsris«ppi,  it  was  also 
Reaoivfd,  UTUtnimoutly,  That,  as  an  additional  evidence 
of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased  Senators  from 
Miiriuippi  and  Illinoii,  tiie  Senate  do  now  adjourn,  to 
meet  on  Monday  next^  «t  eleven  o'clock. 

Mohdat,  Uxc.  13.  , 
IMPEACHMENT  OF  JUDGE  »PECK. 

A  meisage  was  received  from  the  House  of  Represent 
tatives,  announung  the  adoption  by  that  House  of  a  repli- 
cation to  the  answer  and  plea  of  Judge  Peck  to  the  article 
of  impeachment  exhibited  against  him  by  them. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  the  Court  of  Impeachment  for  the 
trial  of  Judge  Pick,  of  Missouri,  was  opened  in  due  form 
by  prodamation  from  the  Mardialof  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. The  Senators  were  ranged  on  two  sets  of 
benche^  covered  with  green  cloth,  to  the  ri^t  and  left 
itf  the  Chair  occupied  by  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wooiibd«t,  the  Secretary  was  order- 
ed  to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  the  Se- 
nate had  organized  itself  into  a  Court  of  Impeachment  for 
the  trial  of  James  H.  Peck,  jud^  of  the  District  Court  of 
die  United  States  for  the  district  of  Missouri,  and  were 
ready  to  proceed  to  the  triali  and  thataeats  bad  been  pre- 
pared for  the  reception  and  accommodation  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  RepresenUtives. 

Shortly  after  the  order  was  passed  the  respondent, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Wiar  and  Mr.  Mebidith,  his  coun- 
fel,  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate.  They  were  con- 
ducted to  seats,  with  a  table  before  them,  prepared  for 
tlwir  convenience. 

[q  a  few  minute^  the  managers,  to  conduct  the  im- 


peachment, on  the  part  of  tlie  House  of  Representatives, 
also  came  in,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  one  of  the  managers,  rose  and  said, 
that  the  managers,  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, were  ready  to  present  the  replication  of  tliat 
House,  to  tlie  answer  and  plea  of  James  H.  Peck,  judge 
of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
of  Hissottri,  to  the  articles  of  impeachment  exhibited 
against  him  by  that  body.  He  then  read  the  replication* 
as  follows: 

"iTie  Hou.se  of  Representatives  of  tlie  United  States, 
having  consttlered  the  answer  and  plea  of  James  H.  Peck, 
judge  of  the  District  Court  o{  the  Umted  States  for  the 
district  of  Missouri,  to  the  article  of  impeachment  against 
him,  by  tliem  exhibited,  in  the  name  of  themselves,  and 
of  all  the  People  of  the  United  States,  reply,  that  the  said 
James  H.  Peck  is  guilty,  in  sucli  manner  as  he  stands  im- 
peached; and  that  the  House  of  Representatives  will  be 
rejuly  to  prove  tlieir  chatges  against  him,  at  such  con- 
venient time  and  place  as  shalt  be  apptnnted  for  tiiat 
purpose.'* 

The  Court,  after  some  preliminary  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  and  the  Senate  till  to-morrow. 

[The  notices  of  this  trial,  which  will  be  found  in  the 
following  pages,  embrace  only  such  reports  as  were  given 
from  day  to  day,  through  the  columns  of  the  National 
Intelligencer,  for  the  public  information,  and  to  convey  a 
general  idea  of  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  tlie  course  and 
f:hancter  of  the  trial.^  They  are  mere  sketches,  and  are  to 
be  received  as  such  only.  A  full  report  of  the  trial— the 
testimony  and  the  arguments  of  the  managers  and  counsel 
— making  ft  lai^  volume,  has  been  publiuied  sepamtely.] 


TUKBSAT,  DCCUIBEm  14. 

I  This  day  was  principally  consumed  in  receiving  and 
referring  petitions,  and  m  the  connderatian  uf  Executive 

business. 

The  Senate  elected  the  Rev.  Hb^bt  Vah  Dtki  Jorxs 
to  be  tlielr  Cbaplwn  for  the  current  sesuon. 

WxD^ixaoiT,  Dec.  IS. 
POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 
The  Senate  took  up  for  consideration  the  foUowing  reso- 
lution, which  was  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  CLAYTON : 
"  Retohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
and  report  ttie  present  condition  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment; in  what  manner  the  laws  regidating  that  de- 
partment arc  administered!  the  distrihulion  of  labor;  the 
number  of  clerks,  and  the  duties  assigned  to  each;  the 
number  of  agents;  where  and  how  employed;  the  com- 
pensation of  contractors;  and,  generally,  the  entire  mim- 
nagement  of  the  department;  and  whether  fuither,  and 
what,  Ic^  provinontmay  br  nccesaaiy  to  secure  the  pro- 
per administration  of  its  afiairs." 

Mr.  WJIITE  had  no  objection  to  the  proposed  inquii^i 
but  he  felt  generally  incUsposed  to  the  raising  of  special 
cqmrnittees,  where  the  subject  matter  of  a  resolution  be- 
longed properly  to  astnnding  committee.  He,  therefore, 
hoped  that  the  honorable  mover  of  this^esolution  would 
ao  modify  it  as  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  unless  lie  could  as«gn  some  rea- 
son for  sending  it  to  a  special  committee. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  expressed  ttie  opinion  that  this  inquiry 
wu  not  necessarily  the  businen  of  the  Post  Office  Com- 
mittee. That  committee  had  arduous  and  important  du- 
ties to  perform.  'Ilie  session  would  be  short,  and  they 
would  probably  not  have  time  to  attend  tc  any  other  mat- 
ters than  those  which  ordinarily  belonged  to  tiiem.  He 
tliought  that  the  importance  of  the  subject  now  proposed 
required  its  reference  to  a  special  committee.  He  did 
not,  therefore,  feel  mdined  to  accede  to  the  suggestion  of 
the  Senator  from  Tennessee. 
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Mr.  WHITE  ssud  he  would  then  move  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  10  modified  ks  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  tiic 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  Hiere  was  nothing  in  it 
which  wu  not  proper  for  reference  to  the  regular  com- 
mittee. If  the  whole  afTairs  of  the  department  were  to 
be  examined  and  considered,  the  investijration  would  im- 
part to  that  committee  a  fund  of  information,  which  would 
prove  useful  to  them  hereafter. 

Mr.  HOLMES  hoped  that  the  resolution  would  not  be 
so  amended.  A  great  deal  of  labor  would  have  to  be 
performed  by  this  committee.  It  would  be  their  duty  to 
examine  the  department  well;  to  see  how  the  buuneas  in 
it  was  done,  and  to  present  ttie  result  to  the  Senate,  that 
thty  might  act  upon  it  as  circumstances  might  require, 
ana  the  mformatjon  obtained  might  go  forth  to  t)ie  public 
for  their  consideration.  It  had  been  understood  that  a 
new  bureau  for  removals  and  appcnntments  had  been  es- 
tabli^ed  in  the  Post  Office  Department;  a  bureau,  which, 
for  brevity,  mig^t  be  called  the  bureau  of  proscription. 
It  has  had  a  good  deal  to  do:  it  bad  done  a  good  deal:  its 
bunness  must  be  nearly  at  an  end.  All  had  probably 
been  touched  by  it,  who!T\  it  could  well  lay  its  hands  on. 
It  services  might  now,  perhaps,  be  dispensed  with.  He 
also  hoped  that  tlie  time  would  soon  come  when  the  de* 
partment  could  pay  all  the  expenditures  with  the  receipts 
of  the  year.  It  appeared  tliat  upwanla  of  eightv  thousand 
dolbrs  had  been  taken  out  of  tne  surplus  ninu  to  defray 
the  expenses.  He  admitted  tliat  this  fund  had  been  also 
heretofore  diminished:  but  he*trusted  that  it  might  not  be 
bereaftcr  necessary  to  apply  to  it.  He  was  in  favor  of 
referring  this  examination  to  a  special  committee,  whose 
particular  attention  should  be  directed  to  that  object,  m 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  tliat,  a  a  member  of  the  Post  0^ 
fice  Committee,  be  ought,  perhaps,  to  be  sparing  in  his 
remarks  on  the  question  before  the  Senate.  Gentlemen 
were,  however,  mistaken  aa  to  the  burthen  of  bunness 
which  that  committee  had  to  perform.  Tliey  had  nothing 
to  do,  except  what  might  be  specifically  imposed  upon 
them  by  the  Senate.  He  was  indifTerent  about  the  dbpo- 
«tion  which  might  be  made  of  this  resolution,  hut  the  duty 
of  the  Poit  Office  committee  was  connected  with  the  bu- 
nness of  that  department.  It  was  a  duty  especially  as- 
signed to  dicm.  They  were  to  ascertain  what  laws  were 
defective,  mi  in  what  manner  they  should  be  amended. 
He  did  not  object  to  the  proposed  scrutiny;  and  if  it  were 
committed  to  other  members,  lie  should  cheerfully  acqui- 
esce. He  was  no  fonder  of  labor  than  other  gentlemen. 
If  the  examination  were  asagned  to  the  Post  Office  Com- 
mittee, he,  for  one,  would  be  willing  to  engage  in  it. 

Mr.  HOLMES  observed  that  the  [iractice  of  referring 
dutiefl  of  tliis  kmd  to  tpeaal  committees  was  not  novel. 
It  was  not  umuual  in  tlie  other  Hoiue.  When  there,  he 
had  been  a  member  of  a  committee  of  investigation.  The 
House  bud  given  them  the  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers.  Some  of  the  beads  of  Departments  had  been 
brought  before  tiiem.  The  committee  had  made  a  tho- 
rough examination,  and  had  discovered  some  abuses  which 
required  correction.  A  new  administration  was  now  in 
power,  and  it  mi^t  be  well  for  the  Senate  to  take  a  peep 
behind  the  Executive  cartain.  In  the  Post  Office  De-. 
partment  great  changes  have  been  made;  mistakes,  errors, 
^nisea,  Dught  have  crept  in.  It  was,  therefore,  proper, 
in  order  that  the  subject  might  undergo  a  full  and  tlio- 
rough  examination,  that  it  sliould  be  referred  to  a  special 
comiiuttee. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said  that  he  did  not  mean  to  be  tedious, 
but  he  should  tell  the  truth.  Great  complaints  had  been 
made  against  this  department.  There  was  Oba^ah  B. 
Brown— he  not  wish  to  be  rough— and  there  were  the 
rdations  of  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  who  had 
larve  contracts  w-*h  that  department  for  carrying  the 
ma.  Worthy  and  honorable  citiieos  felt  aggnered  at 
the  fewritiBni  shom  by  ttds  department   It  wu  veil 


known,  that  In  that  and  other  departments  of  the  Go- 
vernment, they  who  were  the  most  in  the  habit  of  dancing 
attendance,  were  the  most  successful  in  their  ajipUcations. 
Rasli  as  this  declaration  might  be  considered  in  him,  he 
liad  said  it,  and  he  should  not  retract.  Let  these  depart- 
ments be  brought  to  the  bar  of  justice,  and  tested  by 
their  conduct.  If  he  were  one  of  the  majority,  lie  would 
not  withhold  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  any  officer, 
even  from  Andrew  Jackson  down  to  the  humblest  menial. 
He  meant  in  tliis  remark  no  allusion  to  the  high  minded 
and  honorable  public  officer*  who  differed  frrnn  turn  in 
politics.  He  respected  them  as  much  as  any  gentleman. 
A  star  from  the  West  would  shortly  appear  here.  He 
hailed  its  approach.  Mr.  Noblx  then  inqmred  of  the  Se- 
cretary, who  was  the  cliainnan  of  tiie  Committee  on  tiie 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads?  And,  upon  bemg  informed 
by  tiie  ch«r  that  it  was  Mr.  Giustdt,  be  uiquired  wheUwr 
Mr.  Bibb,  of  Kentocky,  was  not  also  a  member  of  that 
committee?  [The  Ciiaib  said  not.]  Mr.  NoBU  said  that 
he  meant  no  disrespect  by  the  question.  Mr.  Bibb  was 
the  chairman  at  the  last  session,  and  he  had  thought  that 
lie  was  a  member  at  pi-csent.  He  decUred  tluit  a  rigid 
committee  was  required  on  the  present  occasion.  The 
soonrr  the  Augean  stable  was  cleansed  the  better.  It 
would  be  better  to  have  a  special  committee  for  the  pur- 
pose. He  referred,  aa  a  precedent  in  point,  to  a  nmilar 
investigation  into  the  General  Post  Office  affairs  some 
years  ago,  by  a  special  committee,  of  which  that  distin- 
^lished  reformer,  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  * 
had  been  the  chairman.  He  also  alluded  to  ttiat  other 
chief  of  reformers,  whose  late  messi^  had  shut  up  the 
great  outlet  of  the  West 

Mr.  BELL  said,  that  many  complunts  had  been  made 
concern'mg  the  Post  Office  Department.  They  had  lately 
been  more  general  than  at  any  other  tinie.  He  did  not 
say  that  they  were  well  raunded,  but  they  deserved  the 
attention  of^ the  Senate.  It  had  been  the  general  practioe 
to  refer  particular  investigations  into  the  manner  in  which 
executive  duties  of  the  Government  had  been  performed, 
to  special  committees.  He  did  not  know  why  this  prac- 
tice should  be  departed  from  on  thu  occasion.  _  It  was 
proper  that  this  inquiry  should  go  to  ^ntlemen  disposed 
to  make  the  most  uorough  investigation.  If  gmtlenen 
were  convinced  that  the  con^hunts  were  unfounded,  thejr 
ougtit  to  permit  those  to  make  the  investi^tion  who  were 
impressed  with  the  opinion  that  an  investigation  was  ne- 
cessary, bacause  a  report  from  such  a  committee  in  favor 
of  the  Department  would  be  satisfactory  to  ever^  body. 
It  was  due,  therefore,  to  those  who  demred  the  inquiry, 
as  well  as  to  the  Postmaster-General  lumself^  that  it  should 
go  to  a  spedal  committee.  These  reasoM  induced  him 
to  vote  agunit  the  motion  to  ajiiend< 

Mr.  KINQ  said,  that  gentkmen  seemed  to  treat  tlui 
subject  aa  if  any  member  of  the  Senate  were  t^poaed  to 
the  inquiry. 

Mr.  BELL  explained.  He  assured  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  that  it  had  not  been  his  intention  to  make  any 
such  suggestion. 

Mr.  KING  conudered  that  the  Post  Office  onamittee 
was  composed  of  as  honest  and  ss  honorable  men  as  aay 
other  members  of  the  Senate.  As  to  tbur  having  too 
much  to  do,  it  was  notorious  that  they  had  little  or  nwiiiy 
to  do,  until  after  the  Post  Office  Comouttee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  made  their  report.  Unless  some 
effect  different  from  a  fair  expontion  were  intended  cv  ex- 
pected from  this  inqtury,  he  could  imagine  no  reason  for 
taking  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  atanmng  committee  to 
which  it  properly  belonged.  Was  it  proposed  to  refer 
the  subject  to  a  spedal  committee  in  oraer  to  impress  a 
belief  in  the  euatenee  of  extraordinary  con^>Iaints  and 
of  abuses?  He  was  no  apologist  for  any  department  If 
any  head  of  a  department  had  done  wrMi^  let  lum  be 
brought  befin«  acommitteei  kt  luin/bei»nsmreAoreTen 
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punished,  if  punishment  wns  proper.  He  did  not  believe 
that  the  iiidiTidnid  now  at  the  head  of  the  Post  Office 
would  shrink  from  anv  inTCsti^tion,  if  it  were  intimated 
to  him  that  it  was  desired.  He  had  administered  that  de- 
partment with  integrity,  skill,  and  ability.  His  predcceS' 
sor  ^d  the  same.  Mr.  Kina  hoped  tlie  inquiry  would  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Boads. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  expressed  «  hope,  that  gentlemen 
would  not  suppose  that  he  wished  to  take  this  inquiry  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  because 
of  any  want  of  confidence  in  them.  He  had  no  such  idea. 
Because  he  had  confidence  in  that  committee,  did  it  follow 
that  this  special  and  laborious  investigation  should  be  re- 
ferred to  them^  The  same  argument  would  apply  with 
equal  force  i^inst  the  reference  of  any  other  proposition 
to  a  special  rommittee.  Were  not  other  standing  com- 
n^tecs  composed  also  of  honorable  men?  The  (Ejection, 
if  it  were  sound,  would  apply  on  all  occasions.  He  had 
as  rreat  confidence  as  any  gentleman  in  the  judgment  and 
abiUty  of  the  Post  Office  Committee.  Yet,  on  this  occa- 
sion,  he  preferred  a  committee  selected  by  the  Senate 
itself  for  this  special  purpose.  In  regard  to  that  committee 
haTing  nothing  to  dc^  it  vils  an-erroneoiia  idea.  Peti- 
tions and  memorials  were  presented  every  day,  over  and 
over  again,  and  referred  to  that  committee.  They  would 
have  to  examine  and  prepare  reports  on  all  these.  The 
dutv  of  the  proposed  special  committee  would  be  arduous 
and  laborious.  The  standing  committee  would  not  have 
time  to  investigate  the  whole  subject.  Gentlemen  could 
vote  for  the  members  of  that  committee  as  members  of 
the  special  committee,  if  they  pleasedi  but  nothing  was 
fiurer  than  tiuit  the  Senate  should  select  a  cammittee  for 
themselves. 

Hr.  KING  said,  that  the  Senate  wu  a  snaTf  bod^.  Was 
there  a  member  in  it  who  was  not  on  some  committee.^  If 
the  honorable  Senator  had  no  particular  objection  to  the 
gentlemen  composing  the  Post  Office  Committee,  and 
upon  his  soul,  he  did  not  know  who  they  were — why  refer 
this  resolution  to  other  gentlemen  having  equally  or  more 
arduous-duties  to  perform  on  other  committees? 

Hr.  CLAYTON  replied,  that  some  of  the  memben  of 
the  Post  Office  CnniDittee  had  other  arduous  duties  to 
perform  also.  The  gentleman  might,  however.  In  the 
selection  of  a  committee,  judge  for  nimself,  as  he  should, 
in  this  respect. 

Mr.  WHITE  had  not  expected,  when  he  had  made  the 
motion  before  the  Senate,  as  much  debate  as  luul  arisen 
upon  the  subject.  He  had  listcaed  to  it  with  attention ; 
bat  it  bad  not  changed  his  original  views.  If  the  subject- 
matter  of  a  resolution  applied  to  a  standing  ccnnmittee, 
the  general  rule  was  to  refer  it  to  that  committee.  He 
admitted  that  there  were  exceptions  to  the  rule;  but  every 
object  of  inquiry  in  this  resolution  belonged  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  There  was 
nothing  in  it  tliat  could  take  it  out  of  the  general  rule. 
Under  this  impression,  he  had  made  the  motion  now  before 
the  Senate.  He  could  not  beUeve  that  the  Post  Office 
Committee  were  so  much  pressed  as  gentlemen  supposed. 
They  liad  as  much  leisure  as  any  other  committee.  They 
were  familiar  with  the  business  of  the  department.  It 
would  be  injustice  to  them  to  suppose  that  they  could  dc- 
arc  to  suppress  any  investigation.  They  would  no  doubt 
give  to  the  subject  the  fullest  and  freest  examination.  If 
any  abuse  existed,  let  it  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Senate  and  the  nation.  He  thought  it  more  proper  to 
refer  the  resolution  to  the  stan^ng  committee,  than  to  a 

3[>edal  committee:  but  he  should  acquiesce  in  whatever 
ednon  the  Senate  might  come  to  on  the  subject. 
Mr.  CHAMBERS  concurred  with  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor in  the  general  principle  wliich  he  had  laid  down;  but 
he  thought  that  it  had  been  misapplied  r.n  this  occasion. 
When  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roatb 


was  created,  ^d  it  enter  the  mind  of  the  President  or  of 
the  Senate  that  the  duties  enjoined  by  this  resolution 
were  to  be  committed  to  them?  These  duties  were  not 
of  tlie  nature  of  those  which  belong-ed  to  a  standing 
committee.  It  results  from  the  character  and  object  of 
standing  committees,  that  a  vast  variety  of  items  were 
referred  to  them  in  the  ordinary  traiisaetion  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Senate.  These  were,  generally,  as  mufJk 
as  they  could  attend  to.  He  believed  that,  if  a  stand- 
ing committee  had  even  taken  up  any  subject  fike  that 
contemplated  by  the  resolution,  a  knowledge  of  it  had 
never  passed  beyond  the  walls  of  the  room  in  which  they 
had  deliberated.  Duties  specitically  belonging  to  a 
standing  committee  should  go  to  it,  as  a  matter  of  coursef 
but  the  proposed  inquiry  was  one  which  was  peculiarly 
appropriate  to  a  special  committee.  He  did  not  mean 
to  compliment;  all  the  members  on  this  floor  Etood  on 
an  equal  footing.  His  objection  was  not  to  the  integrity 
of  the  Post  Office  committee;  but  they  had  not  been  se- 
lected with  a  new  to  this  investigation.  This  was  a 
question  of  selecttoni  and  he  should  vote  for  the  resoht- 
tion  as  ofTcred  by  his  honorable  friend  from  Delaware. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  amend,  so  as  to  refer 
the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  vote 
was  IB  Yeas,  and  20  Nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — .Messrs.  Baker,  Denton,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Iredell,  Kane,  King, 
Poindexter,  Sanford,  Smith,  of  Md.,  Troup,  Tyler, 
White,  Woodbury— 18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chamben» 
^ase,  Clayton,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Holmes,  John- 
ston, Knight,  Marks,  Naudain,  Noble,  Robblns,  Buggies, 
Seymour,  Siisbee,  Spragtie,  Willey— 20. 

The  original  resolution,  as  offered  by  Mr.  CLAYTON, 
was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  BELL  then  moved  thata  committee  of  five  be  ap- 
pointed, by  ballot,  to  take  charge  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  inquired  of  the  Chair  what  was  the 
rule  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  com- 
mittees? 

The  President  read  the  rule,  by  which  it  appeared 
that  the  power  to  appoint  committees  bdonged  to  the 
Chfur.  That  power,  however,  could  be  exercised  by 
the  Senate,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  that  would  not  be  nven. 
Mr.  FOOT  asked  whether  the  rule  of  the  Senate  could 
not  be  altered  or  amended? 
Mr.  KING  repfied,  that  it  could,  bygivingaday's  notice. 
Here  the  conversation  ended,  and  the  Preddent  an. 
nounced  the  appointment  of  Mr.   CLAYTON,  Mr. 
GRUNDY,  Mr.  HOLMES,  Mr.  WOODBURY,  and  Mr. 
HENDRICKS,  as  the  committee. 

Tbvhbdat,  DxoxMaxm  16. 

EXPLANATION. 
Mr.  NOBLE  said,  he  had  understood  that,  in  the  re- 
port of  his  remarks  yesterday  on  the  resolution  respect- 
ing the  Post  Office  Department,  which  had  appeared  in 
the  Telegraph,  he  had  used  language  that  had  been  of- 
fensive to  some  of  his  friends.  He  nad  been  reported  as 
having  represented  Colonel  Richard  M.  Johnson  aa  an 
agent  to  that  Department.  He  had  no  recollection  that 
he  liad  made  such  remark.  A  <Uffinent  repwt  of  his 
speech  had  been  made  in  the  National  Intelligencer.  He 
had  made  allusion  to  some  (rf*  the  friends  of  that  gentle- 
man as  liaving  contracts  with  the  Department.  This  he 
could  not  disguise.  But  it  would  have  been  wrong  and 
unjust  to  represent  Colonel  Johnson  aa  an  agent  of  the 
Post  Office,  because  he  was  a  member  of  Congress,  and 
was  prohibited,  by  law,  fiwn  aveptuWM™  office  of 
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Trial  of  Judge  Pede. 


that  \xad.  Ue  did  not  consider  that  it  would  be  honora- 
ble in  him  to  do  injustice  to  his  fellow  men,  whether  in 
that  House,  in  the  other  House,  or  out  of  the  House, 
whether  tli^  difiered  urith  him  in  politics  or  not 

FSIDAT,   DlCBMBIB  17. 

Afler  disposing  of  several  private  bills,  and  the  con- 
nderation  of  Executive  bujunes^  the  Senate  a^ourned 
to  Monday. 

IfomAT,  Diemn  20. 

TRIAL  OF  JUDGE  PECK. 

Tlie  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  Court  of  Impeach- 
ment, for  the  trial  of  Jud^  Peck,  of  Missouri. 

The  House  of  Representatives,  preceded  by  their  man- 
agers, Mr.  BUCHANAN^  Mr.  McDUFFIE,  Jud^ 
SPENCER,  Mr.  STORKS,  and  Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  came 
into  the  Senate  chamber  in  a  body,  and  having  taken 
the  aeati  prepared  for  them, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose  and  said,  that  the  manag«n  on 
ttie  part  of  the  House  of  Representativea  were  now  pre- 
pared to  proceed  in  this  trial. 

Mr-  MEREDITH,  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  respon- 
dent, desired  that  the  witnesses  summoned  in  his  behalf 
might  be  called. 

I'he  Mantaal  accordingly  called  over  their  names. 
Some  of  them  did  not  answer. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  observed,  that  three  of  the  material 
witncatea  for  the  respondent  were  not  present.  We 
are,  sud  he,  notinthstanding,  ready  to  go  to  trial. 

Mr.  McDlTFFIE  then  rose,  and  opened  the  case  for 
the  prosetnition  in  substance  as  follows: 

Mr.  McDupna  said,  that,  in  opening  this  case,  he  should 
endeavor  to  reduce  to  the  narrowest  limits  the  preliminary 
view,  which  he  proposed  to  take  of  the  principles  upon 
which  be  should  invoke  Uie  judgment  of  tiiis  honorable 
courton  the  charge  set  forth  in  the  article  of  impeachment 
against  the  respondent  now  upon  his  trial.  It  was  unne- 
cessary  for  him  to  attract  the  apectat  attention  of  the  court, 
by  any  expoMtion  of  the  importance  of  the  case.  Every 
member  of  this  honorable  court  must  be  aware  ofitsgrMt 
importance  to  the  respondent  himself,  and  to  the  country 
at  lai^.  He  asked  that  patient  attention,  in  the  consider- 
ation of  the  case,  which  was  indiqiensable  to  a  correct 
dcfUMon  upon  it.  He  tiien  proc^ded  to  lay  down  the 
principles  of  the  constitutioa  and  law  upon  the  subject  of 
contempts,  and  contendod  that  Judge  Peck  had  violated 
them,  and  had,  in  the  summaiy  punishment  wlt'ch  he  had 
inflicted  upon  Mr.  Lawless,  been  guilty  of  an  illegal  and 
tyrannical  usurpation  of  power.  Whatever  view  the 
court  m^t  take  of  the  powers  of  the  judge,  he  maintwn- 
ed  that  no  contempt  had  been  committed.  The  common 
hw  of  Ei^and  was  utteriy  unknown  to  tiie  judicial  tribu- 
nal* of  tiie  Ututed  States.  Upon  what  principle,  he  de- 
manded* could  it  be  contended  that  the  Etwiiah  common 
law,  as  such,  had  any  force  in  this  country  '  Were  it  not 
that  it  had  been  partly  adoptetl  in  some  of  the  States  by 
I^pabtire  enactments;  had  we  not  been  educated  in  its 
principles;  would  it  occur  to  any  human  being  in  this  coun- 
try that  it  had  any  existence  here^  It  was  utterly  absurd 
to  say  that  the  common  law  was  in  force  in  the  courts  of 
the  Uiuted  States.  He  granted  that,  as  respected  many  of 
our  laws  and  acts  of  Congress,  especially  those  which  pro- 
vided for  the  organization  of  our  courts  they  were  ex- 
pounded according  to  the -principles  and  rules  of  the  com- 
mon law.  Where  our  courts  were  called  upon  to  decide 
cases,  they  must  have  rules  of  proceeding  and  action,  and 
he  agreed  that  for  these  they  had  wisely  and  properly  re- 
sorted to  the  common  law.  These  were  wise  rules  of  ac- 
tion for  cases  witlun  the  express  jurisdiction  of  the  courts. 
But,  with  r^mrdtocrimeaandpuniriinients,  the  principles 
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of  the  common  law  had  no  force  in  our  tribunals.  He  was 
aware  it  mif^t  be  said,  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  courts 
to  adopt  some  prin^ple  which  would  authorize  them  to 
maintain  th«r  jurisdiction  \ty  punishing  for  contempts  com- 
niittcd  witlun  and  agunst  it  But  the  power  of  punishing 
for  contempt  was  a  high  criminal  powert  and,  althoqgh  it 
liad  been  exercised  by  courts  of  chancery  as  well  as  law,  it 
was,  of  all  otliers,  the  most  dangerous  that  could  be  en- 
forced. He'maintained  that  the  power  could  not  legally  or 
constitutionally  be  exercised  so  as  to  disfranchise  a  citizen, 
or  to  deprive  him  of  his  liberty  and  the  means  of  his  ex- 
istence. The  correct  principle,  then,  was  this:  the  courts 
of  the  United  States  had  no  power  to  punish  for  contempt^ 
further  than  their  own  self-preaervation  required.  It  wu 
necessary  that  they  should  possess  the  power  to  protect 
themselves  in  the  administration  of  justice;  to  prevent  and 
punish  direct  outrages  upon  the  court;  to  prevent  the 
judge  from  being  driven  from  the  bench,  the  jury  from 
oeing  assaulted,  and  the  regular  and  &ir  administration  of 
justice  from  being  impeded.  This  power  the  courts  pos- 
sessed independently  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or 
the  common  law.  The  right  to  punish  in  such  cases  was 
inherent.  But  how  fiir  did  it  extendi  What  principle  of 
necessity,  the  tyrant's  plea,  would  justify  the  exercise  of 
this  powers  for  nothing  but  necessity  could  justify  it. 
It  could  be  enforced  only  so  far  as  to  protect  the  courts  in 
the  administration  of  justice;  to  prevent  any  obstruction  in 
their  proceedings.  It  must  be  a  flagrant  outrage  in  the 
&ce  of  the  court  to  justify  a  summary  punishment  for  con- 
tempt. If,  in  such  cases,  our  courts  had  not  the  power 
to  protect  themselves  in  the  dischni^  of  their  bi(^  func- 
tions, it  would  be  in  rain  fbr  them  to  attempt  to  administer 
justice.  Certain  powers^  however,  had  been  impercepti- 
bly introduced  here  from  the  comnv}n  law  courts  of  Eng- 
land; our  judges  ami  lawyers  had  been  thus  imbued  wini 
certain  principle!,  which  were  utterly  incompatible  with 
liberty.  What  was  the  case  of  the  respondent.'  He  was 
not  in  courtt  he  was  not  in  the  actual  administration  of  jus- 
tice, when  the  publication  of  Mr.  Lawless  was  made.  He 
claimed  the  power  of  protecting  his  sacred  person,  like 
the  King  of  England,  from  all  scrutiny!  The  judgment 
of  tlie  court  had  been  rendered  six  months  before  the  pub- 
lication. The  decree  had  been  entered.  There  was  an 
end  to  the  judicial  functions  of  the  judge  as  to  that  case. 
But  some  four  or  five  months  after  judgment  rendered. 
Judge  Peck,  from  some  motive,  no  doubt  having  refer- 
ence to  the  public  interest,  thought  proper  to  come  out 
and  publish  an  extra-judicial  opinion  in  the  newspapers:  a 
labored  areument,  prepared  after  hts  judicial  funetions 
had  ceaseu,  to  make  such  an  impression  upon  the  land 
clumants  in  Missouri  as  sliould  correspond  with  his  own. 
And  it  was  this  extra-judicial  opinion  which  he  sought  to 
protect  from  all  scrutiny,  by  the  principles  of  the  common 
law;  upon  the  principle  that  the  king  could  do  no  wrong, 
and  that  the  jud^  was,  as  the  representative  of  the  kin{^, 
administering  his  jostice,  equally  exempt  from  responsi- 
bility. 

Was  there  any  thing  in  this  case  to  justiPi'  the  exercise 
of  such  an  extraordinary  power,  as  that  assumed  by  the 

i'uclge,  to  commit  and  suspend  Mr.  Lawless?  Was  justice 
ikely  to  be  impeded,  because,  by  an  cxtra-jndicial  act  of 
the  judge  himself,  his  opinion  waf  subjected  to  public  dls- 
cusmonf  Suppose  the  article  written  by  Mr.  lawless  to 
have  been,  what  it  was  not,  an  atrocious  libel,  founded  in 
&tsehood,  an  infamous  and  defamatory  libel,  where  was 
the  evil?  What  injury  could  it  have  done  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice?  Was  it  a  case  of  emergency?  No,  sir.  - 
It  would  have  been  an  ordinary  case  of  libel,  which  could 
just  as  well  have  been  punished,  through  the  ordiiiaiy 
channel  of  trial  by  jurj-,  in  two  yearfl,  as  any  other  libel. 
Admit  the  impunity  of  Judge  Peck  from  scrutiny;  suppose 
him  to  have  been  admiiustering  the  king's  juatice,  and  to 
have  been  i)rotected  ft'om  all  animade^rnon;  where  then 
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was  the  necessity  for  inflicting  punishment  by  a  mode  of 
trial  which  excluded  all  investigation;  without  any  trial  in 
fact:  without  investigation j  mthout  the  interposition  of  a 
jury?  Would  any  man  of  aenae  contend,  on  these  princi- 
ples, that  the  jud^s  of  the  United  States  had  any  power, 
any  right,  to  pumsh  an^  libel,  however  flagitious,  on  any 
act  of  the  court,  after  it  had  been  done  as  a  contempt  * 
Had  the  people  no  light  to  discuss  the  principles  of  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States?  Had 
a  South  Carolina  editor,  for  example,  no  right  to  examine 
the  opinion  of  that  court  in  the  case  of  Cohen,and  to  produce 
it  as  evidence  that  the  judges  were  the  ministers  of  despot- 
ism ?  He  demanded  of  this  honon^le  court,  whether  there 
was  any  unmeasured  language  of  reprobation,  in  which  a 
citizen  might  not  indul^  towards  a  court  for  pronouncing 
an  opinion,  and  proclaiming  prindplesdangerous  to  liber- 
ty, and  to  the  free  institutions  of  his  country  ?  Would  the 
Supreme  Court  send  the  Marshal  to  South  Carolina  or 
Louisiana  to  bring  such  an  editor  before  them  for  con- 
tempt, and  to  punish  him  by  the  summary  process  of  at- 
tachment? From  his  knowled^  of  that  court,  and  of  the 
Chief  Justice,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  they 
would  unaninuMidy,  and  with  one  accord,  decide  that  they 
were  a  court  of  limited  powers;  that  they  did  not  possess 
any  authority  on  the  subject  of  contempts,  except  the  in- 
herent power  to  protect  themselves  in  the  administration 
of  justice,  and  to  prevent  its  obstruction.  Tosupport  his 
ailment,  Mr.  McD.  adverted  to  the  sedition  law,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  exciting  any  prejudice,  yr  reviving  any 
party  feeling,  in  this  honorable  court,  -but  as  fiirnishing 
some  analogy  for  the  illustration  of  the  present  case.  That 
law  was  thoroughly  understood  by  eveiy  public  man  in  the 
country.  It  was  settled  in  the  public  mind  to  he  an  usur- 
pation. Every  roan  of  understanding  considered  it  to 
have  been  unconstitutional.  And  yet  it  was  a  mitigation 
of  the  common  law  of  England.  It  exploded  the  mon- 
strous heresy,  that  the  greater  the  truth  the  greater  would 
be  the  libel.  But  it  was  deemed  unconstitutional.  Con- 
gress were  condemned  not  for  haTing  passed  an  act  which 
mitigated  the  principles  of  the  common  law  of  England, 
but  because  they  had  no  authority  to  pass  any  law  restrict- 
ing the  liberty  of  speech  or  of  the  pressi  because  they  bad 
conferred  on  the  federal  courts  a  power  to  punish  for 
contempt  any  man  who  might  utter  or  publish  what  they 
miglit  deem  a  libel.  Was  not  tiiis  a  ^ievance?  Tlie  law 
had  been  repealed:  it  had  become  universally  odious.  And 
now,  the  President,  the  Senate,  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, together,  did  not  possess  the  power  which  Judge 
Feck,  representing  the  Kmg  of  England,  and  admiidster- 
ing  his  justice,  claimed,  of  punishing  a  citizen  for  con- 
tempt, m  daring  to  question  the  infallibility  of  bis  opinion. 
Whence  did  he  derive  a  power  which  did  not  belong  to 
the  united  functionaries  of  this  Government?  Under  the 
sedition  law.  the  citizen  accused  of  a  libel  was  entitled  to 
a  trial  by  jury,  and  to  give  the  truth  in  evidence. 

By  its  repeal,  the  people  of  the  United  States  had  de- 
cided that  the  President.  Senate,  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives conld  not  subject  a  citizen  even  to  trial  by  a  jury  for 
the  most  deftmatory  libel.  But  here,  in  this  case,  the 
judge  undertakes,  not  the  interpoution  of  a  jury,  but 
of  Ins  own  will,  to  punish  for  a  contempt  imagined  by 
himself,  which  nobody  else  would  have  noticed  or  view- 
ed as  a  contempt.  Without  law.  this  honorable  judge 
claimed  a  power  to  punish,  much  greater  than  that  which 
was  possessed  by  every  other  branch  of  the  Government 
united.  He  claimed  a  power  to  make  the  hw,  and  punish 
under  it.  at  the  same  moment.  This  was  the  most  infa- 
mous and  tymnnicil  of  the  whole  tissue  of  usurpations. 
We  had  analogies  in  the  acts  of  Congress  bearing  on  tiiis 
case.  By  the  judicial  act  of  1789,  tiie  federal  courts  have 
the  power  to  punish  for  contempts  committed  during  the 
progress  of  a  trial  of  any  cause  depending  in  court.  In 
cartying  this  law  into  effect,  tiiey  might  punish  any  act 


tending  to  impede  the  course  of  justice,  any  insult  to  the 
court  or  jury,  any  contempt  perpetrated  in  the  face  of  the 
court,  by  fine  and  imprisonment.  The  express  grant  of 
one  power  was  the  negation  of  another.  The  power 
conferred  by  this  act  raised  a  preaumption  that  Congresi 
had  not  intended  to  go  further;  that  tiie  federal  courts 
possessed  no  other  or  greater  authority  in  relation  to  con- 
tempts. He  humbly  conceived  that  the  kind  of  punish- 
ment indicated  h^  that  act,  was  that  by  fine  and  imprison- 
ment alone.  If  it  were,  it  would  be  most  extraordinary 
that  the  courts  should  claim  the  power  to  punish  in  any 
other  way  than  by  fine  and  imprisonment.  Unquestiona- 
bly, they  did  not  possess  any  such  auUiori^.  Wnat  argu- 
ment, then,  could  justify  the  respondent?  Although  Con- 
gress had  authorized  only  fine  and  imprisonment  for  the 
higher  grades  of  contempt,  the  respondent  claimed  the 
power  to  inflict  a  greater  punishment  for  the  milder 
grades.  In  any  view,  whether  we  regarded  the  common 
law,  the  laws  or  usages  of  our  own  country,  or  of  Eng'* 
land,  or  the  principles  of  the  constitution,  our  courts  and 
judges  could  not  inflict  a  greater  punishment  for  contempt 
than  fine  and  imprisonment:  they  could  not  inflict  disfran- 
chisement: they  could  not  deprive  a  man  of  his  oCcupa> 
tion,  his  inheritance,  or  the  means  of  aubsisting  his  family. 
Such  a  power  was  never  claimed  before  by  any  tribunal 
in  the  civilized  world. 

It  must  be  apparent,  by  this  time,  that  the  district  court 
of  Missouri  had  no  power  to  punish  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  for  contempt,  further  than  to  protect  the  court  in 
the  actual  administration  of  justice.  EVen  the  prindples 
of  the  common  law  conferred  no  semblance  of  authtmty 
to  pumsh  a  contempt  against  the  majesty  of  a  court. 
What  was  the  principle  assumed  in  regard  to  contempts  by 
the  courts  of  England?  In  the  case  of  the  King  against 
Almon,  which  was  no  case  at  all,  a  mere  extra-judicial 
opinion  of  Chief  Justice  Wilmot,  found  among  his  papers 
after  his  death,  all  the  principles  laid  down  in  it  were  the 
principles  of  unmitigated  judicial  despotism.  1'his  inge- 
nious and  artftil  tissue  assumed,  that  the  judges  of  Eng- 
land, deriving  their  authority  from  the  King  of  England, 
and  admnusterinr  the  King's  justice,  were  an  emanation 
of  his  power,  and  that  the  same  principle  which  protected 
Uie  character  and  peraon  of  the  King',as  sacred,  protected 
those  of  his  judges  in  like  manner.  This  opinion  was  go- 
ing the  whole.  The  judges,  sitting  in  the  seat  of  the 
King,  could  not  be  called  to  account  for  denying  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus,  or  refuring  to  grant  it,  wiUiout  making 
tiie  King  violate  hiaooronatioo  osiuii  This  miserable  tis- 
tue  of  sophistry  and  fidsehood  was  used  to  justify  the  pun- 
ishment of  a  fair  and  manly  publication  on  the  law  of  ha- 
beas corpus  as  a  contempt!  God  forbid  that  any  man  in 
this  country  should  say  that  the  opinions  of  judges  were 
not  a  fair  subject  of  animadvermon,  or  that  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  honorable  body  were  not  also  open  for  discus- 
sion. No  man,  According  to  this  doctrine,  tiad  a  ri|^  to 
publish  any  thing,  true  or  false,  concerning  any  public 
functionary,  dispara^ng  him,  his  character,  or  i>pini<H)s. 
This  principle  of  the  English  courts,  a  district  judge  of 
the  United  States  has  had  the  boldness  to  advance  to  jus- 
tify his  ju^ctal  tynuiny.  Could  this  be  law?  Any  publi- 
cation against  a  private  citizen  was^'ma  fade  a  libel:  it 
was  the  private  individual  that  ought  to  be  protected  from 
calumny.  The  same  immunity  did  not  belong  to  the  pub- 
lic functionary.  What  mifjtiH  properly  be  puindicd  for 
being  said  agunst  a  private  citizen,  it  would  be  juctifiable 
to  say  against  a  public  functionaiy.  There  was  hardly 
any  thing,  true  or  false,  that  ouglit  not.  with  impunity,  to 
be  allowed  to  be  published  agaiiut  a  public  man,  rather 
than  run  the  hazard  of  restricting  the  liberty  of  discus- 
sion. By  the  irreversible  decision  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  upon  the  sedition  law,  it  liad  been  dedded 
that  you  cannot  punish  an^  thing  sud  against  a  public 
ofRcer.   A  decirion  so  unuiimoui  as  that  WM  did  not  ex- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS 


14 


Die.  30,  1830.} 


TVtW  ofJu^  Pedt. 


irt  on  record.  He  would  now  barely  call  the  attention  of 
this  honorable  court  to  one  or  two  British  authorities  to 
mtisfy  them  that  Judgfe  Peck  had  been  guilty  of  a  high 
misdenieanor,  even  if  we  admitted  the  force  of  the  com- 
mon law  in  this  country.  Some  of  the  elementary  Eng- 
lish autbon  carried  the  doctrine  of  contempt  further  than 
others. 

Bhckstonf  I  in  whose  work,  unfortunately  for  many  of 
to,  we  were  educated  aa  a  text  book,  supported  the  autho- 
ri^  of  the  King  on  all  occasions,  and  spoke  of  the  riglit 
of  the  court  to  punish  for  consequential  contempts.  But 
even  he  did  not  push  the  doctrine  aa  far  as  this  tyrannical 
jodge  had  done.    Hawkins  broadly  laid  down  the  princi- 

Ele,  that  any  wonls,  however  tnia  or  ftlse,  which  might 
e  nttered,  reproachfiil  of  tlie  judge,  were  immediately 
finable  by  the  court;  hut  that  «ie  better  opinion  was,  that 
a  man  could  not  bepanished  for  words  said  against  a  judge 
not  in  the  actual  ezecotion  of  his  official  duties.  If  a  man 
said  that  a  judge  was  a  numsktill,  and  deserved  to  be 
hanged  for  giving  auch  an  opinion,  here  was  contemptu- 
ous as  well  aa  reproachful  languagej  but  the  man  could 
not  be  punidied  tot  it.  This  had  been  laid  down  by  a 
writer  who  poshed  the  King's  prerogative  to  its  utmost 
limits.  Such  a  man  might  say  to  a  judge,  out  of  court, 
••your  opinion  is  a  fiiir  aiibject  of  investigation:  I  have  a 
right  to  pronounce  you  a  fbol  or  a  scoundKl."  This  lan- 
guwe  would  not  be  a  proper  subject  of  indictment.  He 
would  not  pretend  to  compare  language  so  contemptuous 
and  disrespectful  aa  this  to  the  publication,  by  Mr.  Law- 
less, of  "A  Citizen,"  for  which  his  majesty  Judge  Peck 
had  'intprisoned,  suspended,  and  disfranchised  the  author. 
Hia  was  a  reaiectful  and  harmless  publication.  He  would 
produce  another  English  elementary  writer.  According 
to  Holt,  it  is  held  in  England  that  a  judicial  opinion  is  a 
ftir  subject  of  discussion,  provided  no  bad  or  corrupt  mo- 
tive be  ascribed  to  thejiidge.  Although  he  would  not  ad. 
mit  that  it  was  punishable  to  say  to  a  tyrannical  judge, 
"  you  are  a  judicial  tyrant,"  yet,  even  according  to  the 
Engli^  law,  as  expotinded  by  the  writers  to  whom  he  had 
referred.  Judge  Peck  had  no  rig^tto  punish  Mr.  Lawless, 
who  had  ascribed  no  wrong  or  corrupt  motive  to  his  opi- 
nion in  the  case  of  Soulard.  The  power  exercised  oy 
that  judge  was  the  most  arbitrary  and  dangerous  ever  ex- 
ercised by  any  cotirt  or  judge  in  this  country.  It  was  a 
pregnant  proof  of  the  danger  of  such  an  exercise  of  judi- 
cal power,  to  say,  as  he  would  declare,  that  the  power  to 
puiuah  for  contempt,  even  in  cases  of  necessity,  was  a 
dangerous  power,  a  despotic  power,  an  anomaly,  utterly 
inctnnpatibie  with  liberty,  the  essence  of  tyranny  and  des- 
potism. It  was  the  very  illustration  of  tyranny,  that  a 
^udge  might  make  the  law,  fix  the  punishment,  and  pun- 
ish, at  the  same  time.  Could  any  man  doubt  that  Judge 
Peck  liad  assumed  the  right  to  punish  a  contempt  against 
his  sacred  person;  that  he  had  fixed  the  punishment,  and 
enforced  it  too;  that  he  had  performed  the  functions  of 
legidator  and  judge  in  his  own  case.'  Could  any 
dmibt  that  this  juclge,  to  gratify  his  vindictive  pass 
bad,  by  an  arbitrary  and  summary  proceaq,  deprived  an 
American  ciUsen  of  his  ri^ts,  subjected  him  to  an  igno< 
minious  confinement  in  pnson,  and  deprived  him  of*^ the 
means  of  supporting  his  family?  Was  not  such  a  man  a 
judicial  tyrant,  whose  crimes  called  aloud  for  cxempiarj- 
puni^ment? 

Mr.  HcDurrie  then  proceeded  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Court  to  the  publisation  of  "  A  Oidien,'*  which  Judge 
Feck  alleged  to  be  a  libel,  punisliable  as  a  contempt;  and 
he  analj-zed  it  paragraph  by  paragraph,  comparing  it  as 
be  went  along  with  the  opinion  of  the  judge,  on  which  it 
was  a  commentary,  and  with  the  answer  to  the  article  of 
impeachment,  in  order  to  sliow  that  it  was  not  even  a  mis- 
representation, much  less  a  disrespectful  contempt,  ofthe 
opinion  of  Judge  Peck.  By  this  analytical  process  also, 
be  would  demonstrate  that  the  comtuct  of  that  judge  to 


Mr.  Lawless  presented  the  strongest  ilhistration  of  judicial 
despotism  that  had  ever  been  exercised,  from  the  first 
dawn  of  civil  liberty  to  the  present  day.  It  must  have  re- 
quired all  the  disordered  imagination  and  furious  passion 
of  this  judge  to  distort  into  a  contemptuous  libel  one  ofthe 
moat  innocent  publications  ever  issued  from  the  press.  As 
God  was  his  judge,  if  he  did  not  know  the  respectable 
counsel  of  the  respondent,  he  should  say,  from  the  defence 
of  the  judge,  that  he  must  have  been  deranged.  No  man 
in  his  senses  could  have  tortured  the  publication  of  Mr. 
I.awlcss  aa  he  liad  done.  In  the  case  of  Soidard's  heirs, 
although  tlie  judge  had  decided  a^nst  the  claimants,  he 
said,  in  his  published  opinion,  that  it  was  still  open  for  the 
discusmon  of  counsel.  Mr.  Lawless,  therefore,  com- 
menced his  publication,  with  an  anbecoming  humility  to 
the  court,  such  as  no  citizen  ought  to  have  manifested,  by 
saying  that  he  would  avail  himself  of  the  permission  grant- 
ed  by  the  judge,  to  point  the  public  attention  to  some 
ofthe  principal  errors  which  he  thought  he  had  discover- 
ed in  his  opinion.  This  very  apolofO'  l^i^d  been  sei/ed  on 
by  this  jealous  tyrant,  and  tortured  into  an  insult  upon  the 
court.  The  judge  alleged  that  he  had  not  said  the  case 
was  open  for  newspaper  discussionj  nor  had  Mr.  Lawless 
Slid  so.  But  the  judge  seemed  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Law- 
less had  discovered  a  secret;  tliatby  the  publication  of  his 
opinion,  Judge  Peck  had  shown  so  little  sense  of  judicial 
decency  and  decorum  as  to  invite  a  newspaper  discussion 
of  a  case  which  hod  been  decided  in  his  court.  And  this 
was  the  insult  which  Mr.  Lawless  had  committed!  This 
was  the  congeries  of  ridiculous  absurdities  uttered  by  the 
'Lidge;  this  was  the  defence  which  he  had  dared  to  make 
efbre  the  bigbeit  tribunal  in  the  United  States!  Such 
an  idea  never  could  have  been  conceived  by  any  man  of 
understanding.  Humbly  as  the  judge  might  estimate  the 
land  claimants  in  Missouri,  no  one  of  them  would  have 
been  so  deficient  in  common  sense  as  to  have  put  the  con- 
struction which  he  had  put  on  the  apology  of  Mr.  Law- 
less. Mr.  McD.  then  consecutively  and  critically  exam* 
ined  every  specification  in  the  publication  of  "A  Citizen," 
with  the  commentary  of  the  judge  upon  it;  and,  in  relation 
to  the  first,  he  remarked,  atnong  other  things,  that,  with 
due  deference  to  Mr.  lawless,  he  thoiightthe  only  crime  he 
had  committed  was  a  violation  of  grammatical  accuracy;  a 
blunder  which,  he  believed,  was  common  to  the  Irish  and 
Scotch  Irish;  he  had  construed  a  want  of  power  in  a  sub- 
delegate  of  Louisiana  to  grant  land  for  services  rendered,  or 
to  be  rendered,  into  a  prohibition  from  making  such  grants. 
And  for  this  monstrous  and  flagitious  blunder  in  the  King's 
English,  committed  bv  ytr.  Lawless  in  the  presence  of  his 
honor  Judge  Peck;  for  thus  wounding  the  vanity  of  the 
juilge,  clothed  in  a  little  brief  authority,  Mr.  La»-less  was 
charged  with  the  sug^stion  of  a  falsehood,  and  sent  to 
prison  for  a  contempt!  In  the  progress  of  his  analysis, 
Mr.  McD.  endeavored  to  demonstrate,  that  many  of  the 
interpretations  put  by  Judge  Peck  upon  the  publication 
of  Mr.  Lawless  could  have  been  conceived  only  b^  the 
ver^  spirit  of  Judicial  cariltjngf  bjr  none  but  a  tyrant  in  tiie 
meridian  of  his  tyranhv;  by  nothing  but  the  very  genius 
of  despotism  in  its  maddest  fivaks.  He  pronounced  Judge 
Peck  himself  to  be  the  most  accomplished  libeller  that  had 
ever  appeared  in  a  court  of  justice,  and  declared  that  bis 
whole  commentary  upon  the  publication  of  "A Citizen," 
was  a  tissue  of  libels  offensive  to  decency.  The  charge 
of  falsehood,  absurdity,  libel,  ran  through  it;  it  was  tlie 
phantom  which  haunted  his  imagination  when  he  sent  this 
mail  to  prison.  Frail  would  be  the  tenure  by  which  tlie  peo- 
ple would  hold  their  liberties,  if  an  American  citizen  could 
be  punished  by  a  judge  for  the  coinage  of  his  own  brain; 
if,  n^ntic  with  rage,  by  a  species  of  school-boy  cavilling,  he 
might  perpetrate  this  indignity  upon  an  American  citizen! 

Mr.  Lawless  had  a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts  and  the 
laws  in  relation  to  land  claims  in  Missouri  at  tlie  time  of 
writing  and  publishing  the  article  fpr^'hich  he  was  pun- 
Digitized  by  L^OOg  IC 


15 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


16 
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[Dxc.  20.  1830. 


iahed.  He  had  approached  much  nearer  to  grantmatica] 
and  substantial  accuracy  than  Iiad  been  supposed  by 
Mr.  McD.  yesterday.  He  had  correctly  represented  the 
opinions  of  Judge  Peck.  The  judge  had.  nevertheless 
declared,  in  his  answer,  in  relation  to  almost  every  speci- 
fication in  the  publication  of  Mr.  Lawless,  that  it  was  un- 
true. Were  Mr.  IawIcss  the  judge,  Judge  Peck  himself 
would  be  liable  to  be  attached  and  punished  for  contempi ; 
but  God  forbid  that  Mr.  Lawless  should,  in  that  event, 
have  the  power  to  decide  upon  his  own  case.  That  gen- 
tleman had,  in  his  publication,  imputed  to  the  judge  the 
doctrine  that  the  regulations  of  the  Governor  General  of 
LouiuftM  lud  the  effect  of  annulUng  the  grants  of  lands 
for  services.  It  was  fortunate  for  Ur.  Lawless  that  this 
case  had  occurred  in  1826»  before  the  ^tt  national  ques- 
tion of  nuUiScation  had  been  raised:  if  it  had  not,  Mr. 
Lawless  might  have  been  attached  and  punished  for  charg- 
ing Judge  Peck  with  nullifying  the  regulations  of  the 
Governor  General.  The  vanity  of  the  judge  had  been 
cut,  by  giving  hit  opinions  without  his  remarks.  Mr.  Law- 
less Itad  given  the  substance,  stripped  of  the  feathers.  He 
had  dared,  with  sacrilegious  hands,  to  tear  tlie  opinion  of 
tlie  ju^^  from  his  sacred  context,  and  to  give  it  to  the 
public  without  his  arguments;  and  for  this  he  was  to  be 
sent  to  jail,  disfrancliiscd,  and  deprived  of  his  rights. 

Having  completed  his  analyws  of  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Lawless,  of  which  no  sufficient  idea  can  be  formed  from 
this  imperfect  report,  Hr.  HcD.  appealed  to  the  can- 
dor of  the  honorable  court,  to  say  whether  that  publica- 
tion contained  a  votary  word  or  syllable  disrespectfiil  or 
contemptuous  to  the  court  or  the  judge.  It  would  be 
difficult  for  them  to  lay  their  finger  upon  any  political  or 
otlier  publication  so  perfectly  respectful  as  that  was.  Was 
there  in  it  a  word  of  censure  or  of  reproach?  It  was  the 
practice  in  South  Carolina  for  every  lawyer  to  make  his 
own  statement  of  any  exceptions  which  he  may  take  to  an 
opinion  of  the  judges  in  the  courts  below,  and  to  lay  it 
before  the  same  judges,  who  constituted  the  Court  of  Ap- 

Seals  in  that  State.  There  was  not  one  case  in  one  hun- 
red  of  that  description  in  which  the  lawyers  were  as  cor- 
rect in  giving  Uie  opinion  of  the  judges  as  Mr.  Lawless 
had  been  in  representing  the  opinion  of  Judge  Peck. 
They  were  not  expected  to  give  the  dress  and  the  feathers 
of  the  judge.  They  were  expected  to  give  the  opinion  as 
they  understood  it.  Mr.  McD.  said  he  had  never  mode 
a  statement  in  a  bill  of  exceptions  as  correctly  as  tliat 
which  bad  been  made  by  Mr.  Lawless,  in  his  publication, 
of  the  opinion  of  Judge  Peck.  DifTering.  as  he  did,  from 
the  judge,  it  was  natural  that  he  should  put  a  different 
construction  upon  his  opinions;  but  for  this  no  lawyer  in 
tliat  Slate  had  ever  been  sent  to  jail.  Every  man,  whe- 
tlier  in  our  courts  or  in  the  gladiatori4  halls  of  legislation, 
was  liable  to  liave  his  ailment  misunderstood  and  misre- 
presented: but  he  did  not  wince  at  this,  or  riiie  up  on' 
every  occasion,  and  say,  I  did  not  make  tiiat  remark,  or 
that  aif^ument.  Was  every  man  to  be  puiudied  for  mis- 
conceiving an  argument  or  an  opinion? 

The  Secretary  having,  at  tlie  request  of  Mr.  McD., 
read  to  the  court  the  publication  of  Mr.  Lawless,  that 
honorable  manager  appealed,  with  perfect  confidence,  to 
the  court,  to  say  whether  a  more  harmless  or  respectful 
publication  couUt  have  been  made;  whether  a  man,  who 
could  renrd  that  publication  as  a  contempt,  and  punish 
it  by  sending  its  author  to  jiu],  and  depriving  him  of  his 
right  to  follow  his  professional  occupation,  and  of  the 
means  of  subsisting  his  family,  was  not  a  judicial  tyrant, 
calling  for  exemplary  punishment  at  the  hands  of  this  au- 
gust tribunal?  According  to  the  principles  which  he  had 
cited  from  the  English  books,  any  subject  of  England 
might  publish  a  commuiitary  or  an  opinion  of  a  judge,  if 
he  did  not  ascribe  corrupt  motives  to  it.  It  was  public 
propert^t  liable  to  animadvernon,  prorUIed  that  the 
Riir  limits  of  criticism  were  not  transcendetl.    This  was 


the  Englisli  law.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  more  free,  and  allowed  a  greater  latitude.  What  was 
the  criticism  of  Hr.  Lawless?  Was  it  upon  the  opiiuon  of 
the  court?  No,  mr:  that  judgment  had  been  pronounced 
six  months  before.  The  decree  had  been  entered.  Mr. 
Lawless  had  not  talfen  exception  to  it  after  the  case  bad 
been  taken  out  of  that  court.  The  criticism  was  upon  the 
long  argument  of  Judge  Peck,  published  in  a  newspaper, 
after  the  judgment  had  been  rendered.  The  cose  was 
pending  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  tiic  United  States; 
and  Judge  Peck  might  have  been  attached  for  a  contempt 
of  tiiat  court,  in  publishing  his  argument  in  the  news- 
papers, upon  much  better  grounds  than  those  upon 
wlucb  he  attached  and  punished  Hr.  Lawless.  The  opin- 
ion of  Judge  Peck,  as  published,  had  not  been  delivered 
in  term  time;  it  was  published  in  vacation.  Mr.  Lawless 
had  just  as  much  right  to  criticise  it  as  the  Judge  had  to 
publish  it;  and  it  was  entitled  to  no  more  respect.than  if 
it  had  been  delivered  on  the  hustings.  We  bad  heard 
much  about  judicial  decency  and  decorum.  Judge  Peck 
had  misconceived  both  by  going  into  the  newspapers;  and 
his  publi^ed  opiiuon  was  not  entitled  to  the  decent  and 
respectful  notice ,which  it  hod  recdved  from  Mr.  Lawless. 
Any  citizen  possessed  a  fiill,  free,  and  dear  right  to  inves- 
tigate that  opinion.  He  considered  the  judge  to  have  been 
extremely  censurable,  in  publishing  his  opinion  while  the 
case  was  pending  before  toe  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  'Whatever  might  be  the  character  of  the  contempt 
imputed  to  Mr.  LawIcs^  whatever  ougfatbe  tiiought  of  i1^ 
the  judge  had  transcended  the  linuts  of  all  aumority  in 
inflicting  upon  him  the  particular  puiushment  wluch  he 
had  visited  upon  him  for  ttie  offence.  Fine  and  imprison- 
ment were  the  only  punishment  of  a  citizen  authorized  by 
the  law  of  England  or  of  the  United  States  in  coses  of  con- 
tempt. Certainly,  Congress  had  nevpr  delegated  any 
power  to  infiict  a  greater  punishment  for  tlie  highest 
grades  of  contempt.  Any  officer  of  a  court,  any  attorney 
practi^ng  in  a  court,  for  malversation,  fraud,  peculation, 
unltur  doiling  with  his  clients,  for  any  hose  or  disgraceful 
act,  whereconvtctedoffraiid  or  perjury,  might  be  stricken 
from  the  rolls  of  the  court,  as  unwortiiy  of  confidence. 
For  these  causes,  in  England  and  the  United  States,  the 
courts  had  assumed  the  power  of  striking  from  their  lists 
of  practising  attorneys.  But  Judge  Peck  had  not  pretend- 
ed that  Mr.  Lawless  had  been  ^ilty  of  any  of  these.  Did 
not  this  honorable  court  perceive  that  there  was  no  rela- 
tion between  the  offence  and  the  punisbmeot  of  that  gen- 
tleman? Because  Judge  Peck's  dignity  had  been  offended, 
because  he  chose  to  think  the  publication  of  Mr.  lAwlesa 
calculated  to  bring  ridicule  and  contempt  upon  his  court, 
hod  he  a  right  to  strike  liim  from  the  list  of  attorneys  prac- 
tising in  his  court,  and  to  deprive  him  and  his  family  of  the 
means  of  subsistence?  ilr.  Lawless  was  a  lawyer,  a  pub- 
lic man,  in  relation  to  the  pecuniar}-  interest  of  hundreds 
and  thouainds  of  the  citisens  of  Missouri :  they  had  a  right 
to  liis  profesMonal  services,  and  this  tyrannical  judge  hod 
said  that  he  would  deprive  him  of  his  and  their  ri^ts. 
He  had  exercised  a  tremendous  power,  not  called  for  by 
any  pubUc  consideration,  nor  justified  by  any  law,  but  ori- 
ginating in  the  malevolent  passions  of  the  petty  judge  by 
whom  the  sentence  had  been  pronounced.  Having  pre- 
sented to  the  court  the  fhcts  and  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  managers,  on  the  port  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
prayed  its  judgment  m  this  case.  Mr.  HcD.  would  offer  a 
few  general  remarks  on  the  danger,  the  real,  great,  and 
alarming  danger,  of  the  precedent  which  would  be  estab- 
lished by  tills  honorable  court,  if  Judge  Peck  should  be 
suffered  to  go  unpunished  for  this  high  misdemeanor. 

He  hod  violated  the  liberty  of  the  press  in  the  most 
dangerous  form.  He  bad  violated  the  right  of  trial  by 
jury,  by  drawing  to  himself  the  power  to  bnr  and  punish, 
m  a  summary  manner,  an  offence,  wlucb.  it  it  were  on^ 
was  a  proper  subject  of  ordinary  in^^ictment  and  trial. 
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t»c.  31,  1830.] 


Trieiof  Judge  Feek. 


And  he  lud  defended  bis  tTnnn'ical  conduct  by  tbe  Mt- 
^tiont  that  the  chan^  of  violating  the  liberty  of  the 
press  w»a  the  stale  declanation  by  which  deniagoRuet, 
alaiid«rcr%  and  libeUei%  atten^ted  to  jnatify  themmvei^ 
and  to  brii^  the  Goremnient  into  contmipt.  He  truated 
that  libttty,  the  liberty  of  the  press,  was  not  tfaui  to  be 
laughed  and  sneered  out  of  the  capita  of  the  United 
States  by  a  peUy  provincial  judg^.  When  a  European 
nwmrcli  haa  been  hurled  from  his  throne  for  daring*  to 
violate  the  liberty  of  tbe  press,  were  we  to  be  told  tliat 
the  Ubertar  of  "le  press  was  only  tbe  theme  of  dema* 
fEOguea?  Tyrvits,  uone,  would  so  dengnate  it  It  bad 
been  justly  said,  that  the  liberties  of  mankind  couM  not 
surrive  the  destruction  of  the  liberty  of  the  press.  Even 
HumC(  the  English  historian,  the  apologist  of  tyrants,  hod 
declared,  that  no  people  havio^  the  liberty  of  the  pren 
could  be  enslaved.  He  had  said,  that  the  only  difference 
in  Goremnient,  between  his  time  and  the  reign  of  Eliza- 
beth, was,  that,  when  he  wrote,  Enriand  enjoyed  the, 
libertjr  of  the  preas;  tliat,  with  tins  privuege,  Turkey  ber- 
aeirvould  be  comparatively  free.  And  yet  we  are  told 
hf  this  judge,  that  this  was  the  theme  of  dem^^ogues. 
He  called  upon  this  honorable  court  to  look  at  the  danger 
of  the  precipice  on  which  they  stood,  if  they  set  the  pre- 
cedent of  acquitting  this  judge.  Suppose  he  should  be 
condemned  by  this  tribunali  suppose  he  should  go  back 
to  Ifiaaouri,  and  proclaim  tliat  he  had  been  made  the 
▼ietim  of  party  feelit^,  as  he  bad  aud  in  defence  before 
the  other  House,  where  he  had  grosily  reflected  upon 
that  House;  suppose,  that  when  he  arriTcd  in  Missouri, 
he  should  make  the  welkin  ring  with  his  charges  against 
this  court;  would  they,  after  we  sedition  law  had  been 
driven  from  tbe  statute  book,  make  themselrea  the  legis- 
lators, and  judges,  and  executioners,  of  tbe  law,  by  pun- 
ishing Judge  Peck  for  his  calunmies  against  them?  Would 
any  man  toiok  of  sendinff  for  liim  to  answer  for  tbe  free 
inrcstintion  which  he  might  think  proper  to  indulge  in^ 
Wouldthis  honor^le  court  act  upon  the  principle  whifdi 
they  would  consecrate  by  tlte  acquittal  of  Judge  Feck? 
And  yet  such  would  be  tbe  tendency  of  his  acquittal. 
ETCiy  editor  in  the  United  States  was  liable  to  be  im- 
mured within  tbe  walls  of  a  prison,  upon  the  principles 
asserted  by  Judge  Peck,  unless  this  honortJ>le  court 
would  say  that  it  would  be  extremely  dangerous  for  the 
Prettdent,  Senate,  and  House  of  Representatives,  to  pun- 
ish editors  for  the  daily  calumnies  pttblli^ed  upon  them, 
as  Judge  Feck  had  punished  Ur.  Lawless.  Sltould  the 
.Senate  of  Rome  not  punish  a  libel,  and  yet  delegate  tbe 
power  to  punish  to  its  provincial  proconsuls?  Should  it 
be  smd  that  a  proconsul,  reeking  witti  the  blood  of  his 
fellow-citixens,  may  exercise  a  power,  may  be  trusted 
with  this  power,  rather  than  the  Senate  of  Rome?  It  was 
said  that  the  King  of  England  could  do  no  wrong,  and 
that  the  judges,  deriving  tbeir  authority  from  him,  and 
admintstering  bis  justice,  were  entitled  to  an  equal  pro- 
tection' Judge  Feck  derived  his  power  from  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate.  You  may  slander  them  as  much  as  you 
choose  t  and  yet  you  may  not  slander  this  pitiful  emanation 
of  their  authority. 

Mr.  HcD.  contended  that,  if  any  public  functionary 
oug^t  to  be  held  responsible  to  the  press,  which  was  tte 
organ,  the  only  true  c«^,  of  the  people,  it  was  the 
juc^es,  who  alone  held  their  offices  during  good  beha- 
▼ior.  If  you  would  preserve  the  independence  of  the 
judidary,  make  them  do  thrirduW,  and  punish  them  for 
transgressing  it.  In  this  age,  when  tyrants  were  over- 
whelmed,  and  thrones  overturned,  ibr  violating  tbe  liber- 


ty of  the  press,  would  you  suffer  your  judges  to  trample 
upon  ft  with  impuni^'  ?  He  had  iJways  been  in  tkvor  of 
the  independence  of  the  judiciary,  and  a^nst  the  rotato- 
ry principle*  but  if  the  doctrine,  that  the  ju(^es  were  not 
liable  to  the  animadversion  of  the  public  press,  be  esta- 
blished, Ood  fbrbid  that  he  should  pernut  the  independ- 
Tei-  Vn.— 2 


ence  of  the  judiciary  to  continue  for  a  moment  longer 
than  he  could  help.  A  judge  was  as  impalpable  as  ur,  if 
you  could  not  reach  him  Uirough  the  public  press.  You 
must  permit  him  to  go  on  with  his  outrages,  without  com- 
plaint, until  you  could  bring  him  befi^re  Uiis  august  tri* 
bunal.  You  might  bring  him  to  account  here,  but  no 
where  else.  Had  we  come  to  thi^  that  we  may  not  call 
a  judicial  tyrant  by  his  r'ght  name;  that  we  may  not  call 
him  to  account  for  his  crimes  and  misdemeanors?  In  tbe 
worst  days  of  Paris  the  cry  of  tyranny  was  allowed. 
"Down  with  the  tyrant"  was  echoed  and  re-echoed  from 
one  end  of  Paris  to  tbe  other.  But  when  a  judge  com- 
mitted an  outrage,  we  may.  not  characterise  it  in  tbe  sp- 
propriate  language. 

It  was  in  vain  to  attempt  to  disgmsc  it.  If  tins  judge 
shoidd  be  held  guiUleas,  there  could  be  no  judicisl  out- 
rage which  would  not  be  clearly  justified  by  the  prece- 
dent. It  had  never  occurred  to  a  majority,  in  the  most 
inflammable  times,  to  punisli  so  harmless  an  artide  as 
Oat  for  which  Mr.  Lawless  had  been  punished.  The 
precedent  of  an  acquitul  in  this  esse  would  justify  any 
judge  in  laying  down  an^  principle  to  justify  such  an 
outrage.  I'be  most  imadious  encroacbmenb  of  power 
wonld  be  sanctioned  hy  precedents  of  this  kind.  It  was 
no  extravagant  nippontion  to  imagine  that  this  Govern- 
ment might,  at  some  period  hereafter,  be  administered 
under  the  influence  of  psrty  passions;  that  a  parto  night 
get  into  power  by  intrigue  and  management,  and  that  it 
might  occur  to  Uiat  party,  consisting  of  a  minori^,  to 
attempt  to  maintwn  their  power  by  muislingor  suppress, 
ing  the  freedom  of  the  press.  They  might  not  psss  a 
sedition  law,  but  they  miglit  appoint  ten  thousand  district 
and  territorial  judgesj  they  might  send  justices  of  the 
peace  into  every  town  and  parish  in  the  Uniont  and  each 
of  these,  upon  the  doctrine  of  Judge  Peck,  might  drag 
an  editor  before  him,  punish  him  for  contempt,  and  thus 
destroy  tbe  liberty  of  tiie  press.  It  was  impossible  to  teU 
the  extent  to  which  this  principle  might  be  carried  by 
party  judges,  in  party  dmes.  It  must  appear  much  bet- 
ter, in  the  view  of  every  statesman,  to  suffer  the  most  un- 
just libels  to  be  published  in  the  newspapers,  and  to  let 
their  poisoned  arrows  recoil  upon  themselves,  than  to 
suppress  the  liberty  of  the  press.  But  what  was  the  liberty 
of  Mr.  Lawless,  according  to  the  practical  doctrine  m 
Judge  Feck?  It  was  the  Lberty  of  being  sent  to  prison, 
incarcerated  with  common  felons,  and  deprived  of  the 
means  of  his  subsistence,  for  respectfully  differing  in 
opinion  with  the  judge. 

A  wise  man  of  antiquity,  upon  being  asked  what  was 
the  best  form  of  Government,  justified  tbe  character 
which  he  had  received  by  the  answer,  that  that  was  tbe 
best  in  which  an  injury  done  to  a  angle  citizen  was  felt 
as  an  injury  done  to  the  whole  community.  There  was 
not  a  man  m  the  country  that  ou^t  not  to  make  the  in- 
jury done  to  Luke  E.  lawless  his  own.  We  were  told 
that  he  was  an  Irishman.  He  deserved  infinite  credit, 
when  ordered  to  prison,  for  the  moderation  which  he  ex- 
hibited, for  not  dragging  the  tyrant,  as  Vii^nias  bad 
dragged  the  tyrant  Appius,  from  the  throne.  As  God 
was  his  judge,  he  believed,  that  if  the  case  of  Mr.  Lawless 
had  been  his;  if  he  had  been  ordered  to  prison,  he  and 
bis  family,  and  deprived  of  the  means  of  subsistenee,  ha 
should  hare  dragged  him  from  his  sest  on  the  bench. 
He  had  his  whole  life  lived  in  abhorrence  of  despotism, 
in  every  shape,  whether  in  a  judge,  or  an  overseer  trf* 
slaves;  and  he  conndered  that  tnts  petty  judge  had  been 
guilty  of  tyrannical  conduct  whidi  wonld  have  disgraced 
a  slave-driver. 


TVISBAT,-DXC.  1^1. 

Hie  Senate  again  resolTcd  itself  into  a  Court  of  Im- 
pesehment. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


19 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


20 


Sehate.] 


Trial  of  Judge  Peek. 


[Due.  22,  23,  1830. 


The  Hotiae  of  Representatives  came  into  the  Senate 
Chamber  ami  took  their  seats. 
Mr.  McDUFPIE  resumed  the  floor,  and  concluded  his 

opening-  speech,  commenced  yestcniay,  aguinst  the  re- 
spnndent.  [The  remarks  made  on  both  days  arc  cmbo> 
died  above,  instead  of  dividing  lliem,  asdelivered.] 

Mr.  UUCIIANAN  tlwn  oRcred  the  documentuy  evi- 
dence in  behalf  of  tlie  prosecution. 

'llie  Court  then  adjourned. 

Wkhxesdat,  Dec.  33. 

The  Senate  aguin  resolved  itself  into  a  Court  of  Im- 
peachment. 

The  day  was  occopied  in  receiving  the  testimony  of 
IjUki  E.  LA.WU8S,  and  in  examining  liitn.  Before  the 
cross-examination  was  fuiisbed,  tlie  Court  adjourned. 

Trubsdat*  Dscxxbu  23. 

At  twelve  o'clock  the  Senate  agun  resolTed  itself  into 
a  High  Court  of  Impeachment. 

The  cross-examination  of  Mr.  Lawlxss  was  resumed, 
and  continued  during  the  whole  of  the  sitting  of  this  day.. 
In  the  course  of  that  examination,  both  yesterday  and  to- 
day, a  variety  of  points  were  raised,  and  argued  with  great 
ability  by  the  Managers  and  the  Counsel  for  the  respond- 
ent, on  the  admissibility  of  certun  questions  propounded 
to  the  Witness.  The  most  important  of  these,  and  that 
the  decision  of  which  will  probably  protract  the  cross- 
examination  at  least  a  (Uty  or  two,  was  the  point,  whether 
Mr.  Lawless  should  be  required  to  say,  whether  certain 
design.ited  passages  in  the  opinion  of  Judge  Peck,  in  tlie 
case  of  Soulard's  heirs,  were  the  parts  of  that  opinion 
upon  which  be  based  the  assertion,  made  in  the  publica- 
tion of  "A  Crrwiir/'  that  Judge  Peck  had  assumed  the 
pomtion,  "that,  by  the  Ordinance  of  1754,  a  sub-delegate 
under  the  Spanish  Government  of  Louisiana  was  prohi- 
bited from  making  a  grant  of  lands  in  consideration  of 
services  rendered,  or  to  be  rendered?**  The  Senate,  after 
ingenious  and  able  arguments  by  Mr.  BrcnARAir  and  Mr. 
Sroaas,  in  behalf  of  the  Iklanagers,  and  by  Mr.  Wiar,  in 
behalf  of  tlie  respondent,  decidd,  by  a  vote  of  thirty-two 
to  ten,  that  the  question  might  be  put,  and  must  be  an- 
swered. Tliis  will,  it  is  supposed,  lead  to  a  similar  exami- 
nation of  the  witness  in  relation  to  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  advanced  all  the  propositions  contained  in  his 
publication  on  tiie  opinion  of  Judge  Peck,  for  which  he 
was  committed  and  suspended  mm  practice  by  tlie 
judge. 

liie  narratiTe  part  of  the  testimony  of  Hr.  Lawless  will 
afford  the  means  of  information  to  the  general  reader  as 
to  the  circumstances  which  have  led  to  this  impeachment. 
It  is  thci-efore  subjoined.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that 
the  heirs  of  Soulard  filed  a  petition  in  the  District  Court 
for  Missouri,  of  which  the  respondent  is  and  was  the 
Judge,  to  try  the  validity  of  their  claim  to  ten  thousand 
arpcnts  of  land,  under  a  concession  alleged  to  have  been 
issued  by  Trudcau,  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Upper 
Louisana,  to  Anttnne  Soulard,  the  ancestor  of  the  peti- 
tioners.   Mr.  Lawless  was  the  counsel  in  the  case.' 

LcKB  £iiwiRD  Lawlus,  Esq.  having  been  called  and 
sworn,  gave  a  historical  narrative  of  the  proceedings,  so  far 
as  related  to  the  case  of  Soulard,  in  the  District  Court  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  State  of  Missouri,  under  the  act 
of  'Congress  of  1894,  enabling  the  claimants  to  lands  in 
iCasoun  and  Arkansas  to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the 
validity  of  tb«r  claims,  and  in  relation  to  the  circumstances 
which  had  led  to  his  comndtraent  ami  suapennon  by  that 
court.  He  tntified,  in  substance,  that,  in  the  case  of  Sou- 
lard's heirs  against  the  Umted  States,  he  had,  as  counsel 
for  tlie  plaintifTfl,  ai^ed  it  on  a  general  demurrer.  It 
was  thotight  by  some  of  tlie  profesnon  whom  he  consulted, 
that  it  would  be  well  to  hare  his  argument  printed)  and  it 


was  accordingly  printed.  Upon  the  exhibition  to  him  by 
Mr.  Bl-cbanax,  one  vS  the  honorable  managers,  of  one  of 
the  printed  copies  of  tlie  argument,  he  said  that  it  was  the 
same.  The  demurrer  was  subsequently  «'ithdrawn;  and 
the  District  Attorney  6led  his  answer  to  the  petition  of 
the  claimants.  "While  taking  the  dtposition  of  one  of  the 
former  Lieutenant  Governors  of  Upper  Louisiana,  Judge 
Feck  mentioned  that  he  had  read,  or  had  caused  to  be 
read  to  him,  tlie  argument  of  Mr.  Lawless,  a  copy  of 
which  that  gentleman  aud  he  had  sent  to  him  before  that 
time.  When  the  court  again  sat,  Judge  Peck  Erected  an 
issue  to  try  the  questioi^  whether  such  a  concession  a* 
that  under  which  the  plaintiffs  claimed  the  hinds  in  ques- 
tion had  ever  been  made?  It  wa.s  found  that  it  had  been 
made;  such  as  it  was  set  forth  to  be  in  the  petition  of  the 
claimants.  The  cause  then  came  on  upon  its  merits  and 
tlie  proofs.  Mr.  ].Aw1ess  again  argued  it  very  roach  at 
length.  This  was  in  the  spring  of  1835.  The  court 
took  the  case  tinder  advisement,  and  reserved  it  for  future 
decision.  He  was  absent,  and  the  judge  decided  it  in  bis 
absence.  Mr.  Lawless  was  not  present  when  the  dccinon 
was  madet  but  Judge  Peck  postponed  making  up  the  re- 
cord for  taking  an  appeal  until  the  counsel  returned. 
When  he  returned,  the  record  was  made  up,  the  appeal 
taken,  and  the  appeal  bond  ^ven.  This  was  in  Decem- 
ber, 1825.  In  Mard)  following,  about  the  30th,  he  saw, 
in  the  Republican  newspaper,  published  at  St.  Louis,  an 
article  headed,  '*  Peck,  Judge,"  and  found  it  to  purport 
to  be  an  opinion  or  argument  in  jiutification  of  the  decree 
of  the  District  Court  entered  in  the  case  of  Soulard's  heira 
against  the  United  States. 

It  appeared  to  him  to  contain  a  great  many  errors,  in 
fact  and  in  doctrine.  It  appeared  to  him  to  be  calculated 
injurioushr  to  affect  the  piiolic  opinion  upon  tiiat  and  a 
variety  of  other  similar  claims,  in  which  he  was  concerned 
as  counsel.  The  article  was  anonymous,  and  he  looked 
on  it  as  an  argument  not  presented  by  the  Judge,  when 
his  opinion  was  delivered.  It  produced  a  great  sensation, 
tended  to  depress  the  hopes  of  his  clients,  and  to  depre- 
ciate considerably  the  value  of  their  property.  It  appear- 
ed to  him  rather  to  be  an  inquiry  of  what  the  law  should 
be,  than  a  peremptory  decision  of  what  it  was.  In  the 
opening  of  that  opinion,  the  Judge  expressed  doubts  as 
to  the  law,  and  seemed  to  feel  as  if  he  were  wanderin|f 
through  a  wilderness  to  reach  the  deared  object  Further 
discussion  seemed  to  be  invited  of  the  points  invotred  in 
that  decision.  Taking  all  these  considerations  into  view, 
and  believing  that  as  a  citizen,  independently  of  his  cha- 
racter as  counsel,  he  had  an  undoubted  right  to  point  out 
the  errors  in  the  published  opinion  of  the  judge,  and  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  he  could,  tiie  injury  they  were  likely  to 
produce,  Mr.  Lawless  took  up  his  pen,  and  wrote  the  ar- 
ticle Kgned  "A  Citizen,"  which  was  published  in  the 
Missouri  Advocate  and  St.  Louis  Enquirer,  of  the  8th  of 
April,  in  the  same  year.  Shortly  after  that  the  District 
Court  sat  by  speciid  adjournment.  He  attended,  and  took 
his  place  in  court.  Upon  taking  his  seat,  and  disposing 
of  some  business,  the  judge  pullra  a  newspaper  out  of  hta 
pocket,  stated  wliaPpaper  it  was,  and  a»ed,  with  appa- 
rent emotion,  who  was  its  editor,  addreasinff  hlmselr,  aa 
Mr.  Lawless  thought,  particularly  to  the  District  Attorney, 
or  to  the  bar  generally-.  Mr.  Lawless  replied,  that  he 
knew  who  was  the  editor  of  the  paper,  and  that  it  was 
one  Stephen  W.  Foreman.  He  believed,  from  bismanner, 
that  the  judge  had  in  view  the  article  which  he  had  writ* 
teni  and  he  was  perfeetiy  willing  that  it  ihoatd  be  broiu^t 
up  fbr  (tiscusnon.  The  judge  asked  Mr^  Lawless  it  he 
would  swear  to  the  ta.c\  as  to  the  editor.  He  laid  he  would, 
and  was  accordingly  swum.  Describing  the  article,  Judge 
Peck  cUctated  a  rule  upon  the  editor,  to  show  cause  why 
he  had  published  it.  The  rule  was  served  upon  the  editor, 
and  Mr.  Lawless  volunteered  as  counsel  tor  him,  he  being 
the  autlior  of  the  article,  and  eonsiderii^  It  hia  duty  to 
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defend  the  editor.  He  applied  to  no  other  person  to  ap- 
pear for  him.  Mr.  Lawless  urged  the  editor  by  no  means 
to  give  up  the  author,  unng  evet^  argument  that  he  could 
to  Minify  him  that  it  vaa  hii  doty  not  to  yield  on  such  an 
occanon.  He  appeared  !n  court  the  day  after  the  order 
was  issued,  and  defended  the  editor  on  all  the  grounds 
which  su^ested  themselves  to  bia  mind;  on  tlie  ground 
of  the  perfect  truth  of  the  article,  and  of  the  absence  on 
its  face  of  all  intention  to  commit  a  contempt.  In  demon- 
■tiating  the  truth  of  the  article,  he  recurred  to  the  pub- 
lished opinion  of  the  judge,  to  all  that  the  article  con- 
tained, and  puTBued  the  same  couratt  of  ar^ment,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  as  &r  as  hla  humble  abilities  would  per- 
mit, which  had  been  taken  by  the  ti/inor^le  Manager 
who  bad  opened  this  case.  He  produced  all  the  authori- 
ties which  he  could  rake  up  on  the  occasion,  to  show  that 
the  publication  of  "  A  Citizen"  was  not  a  contempt.  Im- 
mediately after  concluding  his  argument,  which,  he 
thou^t,  had  occupied  more  than  one  day,  he  luft  the 
couitt  and  he  understood  that  Mr.  GeyeTj  a  gendeman  of 
the  St.  Louis  bar,  had  also  afterwards  stepped  'forward  in 
defence  of  the  editor. 

When  Mr.  lawless  returned  into  court,  he  found 
Judge  Peck  about  to  make  the  rule  absolute  for  an  at- 
tadiment  upon  the  editor.  Considering  that  the  judge 
appeared  to  point  at  him  as  the  author  of  the  article,  in- 
umnch  as  the  rights  of  his  clients  were  involved  in  the 
case,  he  changed  his  view  of  the  course  which  the  editor 
ought  to  pursue,  and  assented  to  the  giving  up  of  his  own 
name  as  the  author.  Mr.  Foreman  was  then  discharged 
from  the  rule,  and  a  nde  was  mnde  on  Mr.  Lawless,  to 
show  cause  wliy  an  nttachment  should  not  issue  against 
bim,  and  why  lie  should  not  be  suspended  from  pi'actice 
in  that  court  ftw  having  written  the  article  as  set  forth  in 
the  attachment.  Mr.  Geyer,  Mr.  Magenno,  and  Mr. 
Strother,  members  of  the  bar,  appeared  befwe  Judge 
Peck,  the  next  day,  he  believed,  And  ai^cd  the  matter 
as  his  counsel.  When  they  attempted  to  demonstrate  the 
intrinsic  truth  of  the  article  of  "  A  Citizen,"  they  were 
stopped  by  tlie  judge,  told  that  he  had  decided  and  dis- 
posed of  that  question,  and  that  it  was  not  open  for  further 
argument.  They  then  proceeded  to  discuss  the  questions 
of  pure  law  on  the  merits  of  tlie  case.  Their  authorities 
and  arguments  on  that  point  were  overruled  by  the  judge, 
who  ordered  the  article  to  be  read  to  him»  paragraph  by 
paragraph,  by  Mr.  Bates,  the  District  Attorney,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  and  comment  upon  each  paragraph  as 
it  was  reail.  The  manner  the  judge,  in  treating  the 
subject,  was  exceedingly  veliementt  he  was  more  impas- 
ffioned  than  he  had  ever  seen  him.  In  his  observations, 
he  permitted  himaelf  to  use  cxpresNMU  which  Mr.  Law- 
Jess  considered  oflfenuve  to  bim  as  a  man  and  a  gentleman. . 
The  witnesi  felt  himself  irritated  by  them,  and  perhaps 
his  countenance  exhibited  evidences  of  that  irritation.  Fie 
was  apprehennve  tiiat  he  might  betray  his  feelings  by 
some  cxpressioi)  or  gesture,  and  he  thought  it  best  to 
leave  the  court.  He,  therefore,  asked  his  friend,  Mr. 
Geyer.  if  he  thought  it  would  be  a  contempt  for  him  to 
leave  the  court  while  the  judge  was  speaking:  Mr.  Geyer 
thought  no  contempt  could  be  inferred  from  bis  leaving 
the  court.  He  rose  up  and  left  the  court,  and  went  to 
the  Circuit  Court  for  the  county  of  St.  Louis,  lhen»tting, 
before  which  it  so  happened  that  a  case,  in  which  he  was 
employed  aa  leading  counsel,  was  about  to  be  tried.  It 
was  the  case  of  some  slaves,  who  bad  sued  Peter  Choteau 
for  the  recovery  of  their  freedom.  He  was  counsel  for 
the  defendant.  While  this  trial  was  proceeding,  he  was 
infbnned  by  the  deputy  marshal  the  rule  of  an  attachment 
against  bim  liadbeen  madeabsolute  by  Judge  Peek;  and  he 
waa,  therefore,  obliged  to  leave  the  Circuit  Court,  When 
heappearcdin  the  District  Court,  conducted  by  the  deputy 
nursbal,  he  was  informed  by  Judge  Peck,  that  he  had  a 
riglil  to  denuind  that  interrogatories  should  be  propounded 


to  him,  as  he  understood  him,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
him  to  purge  himself  of  the  ^eged  contempt. 

To  this  the  witness  replied,  that  be  did  not  require  uijr 
intem^atotiea  to  be  propounded  to  lumi  and,  if  pro- 
pounded, he  should  not  answer  them.  Hcdid  not  reeouect 
whether  he  then  stated  any  reasons  to  the  court  for  de- 
clining. He  tendered  exceptions  to  the  decision  of  the 
judge,  with  his  reasons,  which  the  judge  refused  to  file. 
An  order  was  then  made  out  for  his  commitment  to  prison 
for  twenty-four  hours,  and  fur  his  suspeiiuon  from  prac- 
tice in  that  court  for  ag^teen  months.  A  copy  of  the 
order  was  put  into  the  hands  of  tlie  deputy  marshal,  and 
the  witness  was  conducted  to  the  jail  of  the  county  of  St. 
Louis,  locked  up  in  a  room  where  common  felons  had 
been  imprisoned,  as  he  was  informed  and  believed.  Mr. 
Soulard  and  >tr.  Rector  accompanied  him,  and  were 
locked  up  in  the  room  witli  him.  After  wituefis  hod  been 
there  some  time,  he  called  for  the  jailer,  and  requested 
him  to  show  liim  the  order  of  commitmeni,  which  he  did. 
After  he  had  examined  he  determined  to  petition  the 
circuit  court  for  a  writ  of  habeas  eorpua,  in  order  to  ap- 
ply for  a  release,  on  grounds  which  oe  thought  he  had 
discovered  in  the  order  itself.  The  judge  of  that  court 
granted  the  writ,  and  decided  to  dlsonarge  him  from  pri* 
son,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  seal  to  the  order  or 
signature  of  the  judge.  He  was  accordingly  discharged, 
and  heard  no  more  on  tlw  subject  from  Ju%s  Peck.  An 
order  was  also  made  out  to  suspend  him  from  practice  for 
eighteen  months,  .ind  he  was  not  restored  until  his  suspen- 
sion had  expired  by  limitation.  It  appeared  further,  from 
the  testimony  of  the  witness,  that  he  was  a  native  of  Ire- 
laud;  that  he  led  that  country  in  1810;  that  he  went  to 
France,  and  that  he  came  to  the  United  States  in  1816. 
[It  is  said  that  he  was  an  officer  in  the  army  of  Napoleon 
at  the  battle  of  Waterloo.]  He  declared  bis  intention  in 
tlie  Marine  Court  of  Hew  York,  as  soon  as  he  arrived  in 
that  city,  to  apply  for  a  ccrtiBcate  of  naturalization  as  an 
American  citizen;  and  he  accordingly  obtained  liis  cei-ti- 
ficate  at  St.  Louis,  in  1833.  He  had  been  admitted  to 
practise  in  Kentucky,  both  by  Judge  Johnson  and  Judge 
Barry,  tlie  present  Postmaster  General  of  the  United 
States,  and  moved  on  with  the  tide  of  emigration  to  St. 
Louis,  in  Missouri. 

Fuihat,  December  34. 

Afler  despatching  several  private  subjects,  and  spending 
some  time  in  Executive  business. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  Into  a  Court  of  Im- 
peachment. 

The  cross-examination  of  Mr.  Lawlssb  was  continued 
up  to  the  hour  of  adjournment.  It  reached  oijy  to  the 
sixth  specification  in  the  publication  of  "A  Citizen." 
The  searching  ability  displayed  by  Mr.  Wi«t  on  the  oc- 
ca«on  was  met  by  unusual  vigor,  talent,  and  decision,  on 
tlie  part  of  the  witness. 

The  Senate  adjourned  till  eleven,  and  the  court  till 
twelve  o'clock,  on  Monday. 

MoKDAT,  DxcxxBBm  37. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  High  Court  of 
Impeachment. 

Mr.  Wi»T,  the  leadii^  counsel  for  the  rcApondent,  re- 
sumed and  cMicluded  the  cros»«XEnrinttion  of  Mr.  Liv- 


TCESDAT,  Dxcekbxk  28. 

After  the  transaction  of  some  minor  business, 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  High  Court  of 

Impeachment. 
HeitnT  S.  GsTRR,  a  member  of  the  Missouri  bar,  the 

Rev.  Thomas  HoBULt,  and  Arthuii  L.  Maobxsis,  aii- 
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other  menber  of  the  MiMOUii  bar,  were  ennuned,  and 
cRM»«xaniined»  as  mtnoMi  on  bdulf  of  tiic  Home  of 
B^ircientatiTes. 


WnirxaDiT,  Dicshbsb  29. 
THE  PRESIDENCT. 
Mr.  DICK&RSON  rose  to  offer  a  joint  resolution  to 
unend  the  constitution,  so  as  to  limit  the  service  of  any 
individiULl  in  the  Presidency  to  two  temu.  He  was  un- 
derstood to  say,  in  substance,  that,  according  to  the  ex- 
isting article  of  the  constitution  on  the  subject,  a  Presi- 
dent was  eligible,  by  reflection  at  succesvve  terms,  for 
Me.  Usage  had  hitherto  restricted  the  period  of  presi- 
dential service  to  two  terms.  Washington  had  refused 
to  be  elected  for  a  third  term;  and  his  example,  wlitch 
had  become  a  kind  of  law,  had  been  followed  to  tine  pre- 
senttime;  but  it  was  a  Uw  so  weak  as  to  render  it  liable 
to  yield  to  the  preamre  of  any  ambitious  incumbent,  who 
nught  desire  to  continue  in  office.  In  the  Federal  Con- 
Tcntion,  by  whom  the  constitution  bad  been  framed,  the 
principle  of  limiting  the  continuance  of  the  President  hi 
office  to  a  single  term  of  seven  years,  had  been  carried 
OD  more  than  one  occarien,  but  it  was  as  often  evaded. 
Some  bad  been  in  ftror  of  more  terms  than  one;  others 
had  supported  the  election  of  a  Preudent  during  |;ood 
behavior.  These  preferred  a  number  of  terms  to  a  single 
term,  and  had  united  in  the  adoption  of  the  present  pro- 
raion.  The  usage  of  two  terms  had  been  so  long  con- 
tinued, that  he  was  disposed  to  adopt  it  as  a  part  of  the 
eonstitution.  It  had  been  approved  by  nopular  opinion, 
and  a  joint  resolution  to  that  effect  hao,  some  sesnons 
ago,  been  almost  unanimously  sanctioned  by  a  vote  of  the 
£nate.  If,  however,  the  Senate  should,  at  this  time, 
prefer  a  nngle  term  of  seven,  or  even  of  six  years,  he 
should  have  no  objection.  He  then  submitted  the  follow- 
joint  resoluti<m,  pronunng,  at  the  proper  time,  to  as- 
rign  hb  reasons  in  its  &vor: 

**  Bnohed  by  the  Senate  and  Bihm  of  BtprmntoHm  of 
Ac  IMted  Sitates  of  Amaica  in  Congreat  aaaembled,  two- 
ikirdt  of  both  Hmtta  tonaaring,  Thst  the  following 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  be 
proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  which, 
when  ratified  by  the  IiCpslatures  of  three-fourths  of  the^ 
States  shall  be  valid,  to  ul  intents  utdpurpoie^  as  part  of 
the  constitution: 

"That  no  person,  who  shall  have  b^en  elected  to  the 
office  of  Preudent  of  the  United  States  a  second  time, 
shall  again  be  eU^le  to  that  office.*^ 

TRIAL  OF  JUDGE  PECK. 

At  twehre  o'clock  the  Senate  agun  resolnd  itself  into 
a  Iffigh  Court  of  Impeadiment. 

Mr.  MiasniTH  announced  the  absence  of  his  friend  and 
colleague,  [Mr.  Wikt,]  in  this  case.  He  had  been  called 
home  to  Baltimore  bv  the  dangerous  illness  of  one  of  bis 
chOdren.  He  felt  the  embarrassment  of  his  own  situa- 
tion, occanooed  this  unpleasant  circumstance.  To  be 
deprived  of  the  aid  of  his  colleague  at  u)y  time,  or  on 
anyoccarion,  would  to  him  be  a  cause  of  regret;  but  in  a 
ease  of  tUa  magnitude,  so  interesting  to  the  respond«nt, 
and  so  interesting  to  the  community,  to  be  deprived  of  his 
services  was  a  soured  of  deep  regret.  What  he  should, 
thereftre,  propose,  with  the  consent  of  the  mana^rs  on 
the  other  ride,  was,  that  they  should  proceed  to  finish  the 
cxanunation  of  the  witnesses,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  then  that  ttus  honorable  court  should  adjourn 
om  to  Monday  nex^  to  awut  the  return  of  Mr.  Wirt 

Mr.  BvcBAiTAv  sbm),  that  the  man^m  on  the  part  of 
the  House  Bepresentatives  would  acqiuesce  in  what- 
erer  court  ndght  determine  to  be  its  pleasure  on  the 
occanon. 

CuHisS.  HnTSTBAB,  EnWiiBB  CaAB»ss,and  Wbab- 


TOF  BicTos,  witnesses  in  behalf  of  the  impeachment, 
were  then  called,  sworn,  examined,  and  cross-exnuned- 

The  certificate  of  naturalization  of  Mr.  lawless  the 
protest  of  the  Spanish  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Upper 
Louiriana,  against  the  regulations  of  MoraUa,  and  siuidty 
other  papery  were  produced  as  evidence. 

Mr.  BvcHAiTAir  u>en  said,  that  the  Managers  for  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  here  rested  the  cause  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Hbbxditb  renewed  his  application  for  a  suspenwon 
of  the  trial  until  Monday. 

On  mofion  of  Mr.  TAZEWELL,  the  court  determined 
to  aif()oum  over  to  Mcmday  nex^  at  twelve  o*cIocfc. 
The  Senate  adjourned  till  to-morrow.. 


TmnuBAT,  DxnxBBB  30. 
The  Senate  was  prindpally  occupied,  tidf  day,  in  the 
connderation  of  Executive  buunesa. 


FbidjLT,  Dbcixbik  31. 

THE  PRESIDENCY. 

Tlie  jmnt  resolution  to  amend  the  constitution  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Preridential  term  of  service,  submitted  on 
Wednesday  by  Mr.  DICKERSON,  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
DicKBBsoir,  Mr.  Whitx,  Mr.  Fohttb,  Mr.  Bvb]cbt, 
and  Mr.  Kxisbt. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  conndemtion  «t  Ex- 
ecutive  burinesa,  and  remained  upwards  of  diree  hoora 
with  dosed  doora. 
A^oumed  to  Monday. 

MovnAT,  Jabuabx  3,  1631. 

The  honorable  JOHN  C.  CALHOUN,  Vice-President 
of  the  United  States,  appeared  this  day  and  took  the 
Chur  as  Preudent  of  the  Senate. 

After  the  transacticm  of  scow  morning  bunneas,  the  Se- 
nate resolved  itself  into  a  HMi  Court  of  Impeachment. 

In  consequence  of  the  deaui  of  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Wibt, 
the  leading  Counsel  of  Judge  Peck,  the  Court  of  Im- 
peachment, on  motion  of  Mr.  TAZEWELL,  adjourned 
to  twelve  o'clock  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Meaoloed,  That  nothing  contained  in  any  of  tiw  ruleafor 
conducting  impeachme^  made  on  the  eleventii  day  of 
May,  1830,  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  any  Sena* 
tor,  when  he  shall  give  hia  vote  on  the  question  of  guilty 
or  not  guilty  on  any  article  in  an  impeachment,  from  as- 
rigningnis  reasons  Kir  such  vote. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  conrideration  of  Executive 
burinesa,  and  spent  upwards  of  two  hours  on  it,  and  then 
adjourned.  ' 

TraSBAT,  jAKrABT  4. 

THE  IMPEACHMENT. 
The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  LIVINGS- 
TON, explaining  the  rules  to  conduct  impeachments,  so 
as  to  allow  any  Senator  to  asrign  his  reasons  for  his  vote 
on  the  question  of  guilty  w  not^fuiity,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  L.  sud  that  the  resolutHm  was  ]U«dicatea  upon 
a  doubt  whether  the  rules  adopted  in  May  last  did,  or 
did  not,  allow  Senators  to  assign  their  reasons  for  the 
votes  they  might  ^ve  on  the  pending  impeachment.  lie 
was  rather  indifferent  than  otherime  as  to  the  fate  of 
the  resfdution.  Its  object  was  to  settle  the  doubts  which 
existed  on  tbe  subiecti  and  thatobject  would  be  attuned, 
whether  the  reatuution  should  be  rejected  or  adopted. 
Both  Bides  of  the  question  presented  difficulties.  The 
Court  conristed  of  forty  eight  memberst  and  if  every 
member  wore  to  express  his  sentiments,  after  the  Ibna* 
gtrs  and  the  Counsel  for  the  respondent  hsd  been  heard. 
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a  great  deal  of  tune  would  be  oontutned.  On  the  other 
hudt  the  right  to  apeak  on  the  occasion  waa  one  vbicb 
be  conaderra  a  (mtper  privilege;  and  he  waa,  upon  the 
whole,  diapoKd  to  uSrm  it. 

At  the  ngpeation  of  Mr.  FORSYTH,  the  resolution 
waa  laid  upon  the  table  until  to-nwrrow. 

NAV1GATIOK  AND  COMMERCE. 

The  bill  to  abolish  the  char^  of  ten  dollars  for  paas- 
porta  and  Four  dollars  for  clearances  granted  to  ahips  and 
reaielt  bound  to  foreign  ports,  and  to  Kpeal  the  duties  on 
cannamon  and  other  spices,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  SHTTB,  of  Muyland,  laid  that  the  first  section  of 
thU  bill  had  been  reported  b;  the  Committee  of  Finance 
in  consequence  of  the  representation  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  our  navigating  interest 
was  in  a  depreased  condition.  The  cliarges  for  passports 
and  clearancea  had  been  imposed  in  1796,  when  we  were 
in  want  of  rerenu^  and  for  one  or  two  other  reasons 
which  the  honorable  Senator  stated.  Hie  revenue  the 
Goreminent  wu  now  abuncUnt;  and  to  tike  off  these 
chatves,  which  amoilnted  to  a  vtry  suiall  annual  sum, 
would  afford  some  little  relief  to  the  merchants.  The 
second  section  of  the  bill  was  also  predicated,  in  part,  on 
the  report  of  the  Secretary,  in  which  it  had  been  stated 
that  nothing  was,  in  ftct,  derived  from  the  duties  on 
nices.  FVom  some  cause  or  other,  the  drawback  on 
niese  articles  amounted  to  more  than  the  duties.  More, 
tbercfiire,  was  lost  to  tlie  Govemment  than  was  gained 
from  that  source.  Spices  had  become  a  neceoary  of  life, 
and  were  freely  used  in  eveir  family,  however  poor;  and 
as  the  duties  on  them  yielded  nothing  to  the  treasury,  he 
could  perceive  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  repeal- 
cd,  md  why  the  bill  should  not  pass. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reatUng. 

Af^  the  con^eration  of  Exeeuttve  buuneo^  tiic  Se- 
Mte  adjourned. 

WuiriaBaT,  Jiir.  5. 
TRIAL  OF  JUDGE  P£CK. 
At  twelve  o'clock,  the  Senate  molved  itself  into  a  High 


to  state  the  grounds  of  defence  on  which  the  respondent 
relied,  vith  the  evidence  to  support  that  defence.  The 
transaction  which  had  produced  this  impeachment  could 
be  told  in  a  very  few  words.  The  respondent,  as  judge 
of  the  District  Court  ttf  the  United  SUtes  in  MiMOun,  had 
prmiounced  an  opimon  in  a  ease  of  very  fpnax  importane^ 
and  had  been  induced  to  publish  that  opinion  In  one  of  the 
newsnepers  of  that  c<»intry.  It  was  already  in  proof,  and 
woola  more  fully  be  shown  in  evidence  hereaAer,  that  the 
opinion  had  been  published  not  only  at  the  request  of  the 
members  of  the  bar,  but  of  those  persons  generally  who 
were  interested  in  the  case.  One  of  the  counsel  con- 
cerned in  it  had  thought  proper  afterwards  to  publish, 
anonymously,  under  the  signature  of  "  A  Citizen,"  not  a 
fair  criticism  upon  it,  but  a  bare  enumeration  of  what  he 
termed  the  errors  of  the  Court,  some  of  its  principal 
errors  in  fact  and  in  doctrine,  some  of  the  assumptioni  of 
the  judge,  without  asugning  any  reasons  to  sustain  the 
charge.  This  publication,  to  the  mind  of  the  respondent, 
appeared  to  be  a  gross  and  ^pable  misrepresentation  of 
his  opinion,  calculated  to  bring  his  court  into  disrespect; 
and  he  proceeded  to  attach  and  punish  its  author  for  the 
contempt.  After  a  patient  hearing  of  two  or  three  dayst 
after  pving  to  the  counsel  of  the  author  every  opportu- 
nity to  defend  him,  and  to  him  every  opportunity  to  puiwe 
himself  of  all  intentional  disrespect  to  the  courtj  aAer  xm 
peremptory  refusal  of  Mr.  Lawless  to  answer  the  interroga- 
tories propounded  to  him,  and  his  reasscrtion  of  the  truth  of 
hb  puolication.  Judge  Peck  hsd  sentenced  him  to  twenty- 
four  hours'  imprisonment,  and  to  a  suspension  from  prac- 
tice in  his  court  for  ei^^teen  months.  For  this  the  re> 
spondent  had  been  chained  witJi  a  high  misdemeanor,  and 
with  the  wilful  and  nwlicious  exercise  of  an  arbitrary 
and  oppressive  judicial  power.  Mr.  M-  then  proceeded 
to  state  tJie  facts  and  evidence  by  wliich  the  respondent 
would  be  able  to  establisli  the  positions,  that  a  contempt 
had  been  committed  by  Mr.  Lawless;  that  the  court  pos* 
sessed  a  legal  warrant  to  punish  him  for  the  contempt;  and 
that,  if  not,  the  judge  was  influenced,  in  the  case,  bjr  a 
sense  of  official  obligation  and  duty,  and  not  by  the  wilful, 
malicious,  and  arbitrary  motive  and  intention  imputed  to 


Court  of  Impeachment.    The  managers  of  the  House  of  him  in  the  article  of  Impeachment.  He  gave  a  history  and 


RepresenUtives,  and  the  respondent  and  hia  counsel, 
baring  taken  their  seats, 

Mr.  MEREDITH  rose  and  opened  the  grounds  of  de- 
fi>nce.  He  sud  that  the  honorable  manager,  who  had 
Mated  Ac  case  for  the  impeachment^  had  properly  advert- 
ed to  its  great  importance,  both  to  the  respondent  and 
the  ccHtnnunity.  To  the  respondent  personally,  it  was 
undoubtedly  or  very  deep  interest,  in  its  character  and  its 
consequences.  He  was  charged  with  the  exercise  of  an 
arbitrwy,  oppressive,  and  usurped  judicial  power,  from 
malicioua  motives,  to  the  ^reat  disparagement  of  public 
justice,  and  to  the  subversion  of  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Uiuted  States.  If  this  charge  were  sustained 
by  tini*  honorable  court,  the  respondent  would  be  doomed 
to  meet  not  only  the  lasting  reprouhes  of  his  fellow-citi- 
xena,  but  the  grievous  con8e<Hience8  of  removal  from  of- 
fice, and,  at  the  discretion  M  the  court,  sentenced  to  a 
perpetual  ostracism  from  the  confidence  and  honors  of  his 
country.  Considerations  of  this  kind  entitled  him  to  the 
most  aerious,  calm,  and  dispassionate  deliberaUm  upon 
hia  ease.  Other  conridentions  called  for  cool  and  candid 
examination.  Tbe  suMst  aafitgusrd  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people  waa  to  be  found  in  the  firm  and  independent  ad- 
ministration of  justice;  and  it  became  them  to  look  to  the 
safety  of  that  portal  which  the  constitution  had  placed 
around  the  judicial  authority  of  the  country.  If  the  doc- 
trine on  which  this  impeacliment  had  been  supported 
were  sustained,  questions  would  arise  out  of  tiie  case  of 
deep  and  lasting  importance.    His  duty  on  the  occasion 


character  of  the  land  claims,  and  the  transactions  out  of 
which  this  impeachment  had  grown;  the  arduous  and 
perilous  difficultiea  which  the  respondent  liad  to  encoun- 
ter in  the  exercise  of  his  jurisdiction  over  the  alleged  con- 
cesnons  clamed  under  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  the 
frauds,  meditated  and  apprehended,  against  which  he  had 
to  guard.  He  described  the  case  of  Soulard,  which  bad 
led  to  this  impeadiment,  as  a  select  and  test  cause,  and 
said  that  it  required  no  prophetic  spirit  in  the  jut^  to 
foresee  the  dissatisfaction  which  an  adverse  deciaon  would 
produce  in  all  the  clainuuita.  It  would  extinguish  their 
hopes,  u  long  OS  the  decinon  remained  unrepeued,  or  the 
court  unchecked.  Accordingly,  ^neral  dissatisbction 
and  dismay  on  tbe  part  of  suitors  did  ensue.  The  Judge 
postponed  the  enrolment  of  his  decree  in  the  case,  to  ena- 
ble Mr.  Lawless  and  his  associate  counsel  to  put  in  their 
exceptions  to  it,  or  to  furnish  furtlier  argument  upon  it. 
This  was  declined  by  them.  The  judge  published  his 
opinion.  The  motives  for  its  publication  were  summed 
up  in  his  answer  to  the  charge  in  the  article  of  impeach- 
ment. He  percnved  lhat  mcb  publications  were  wual 
both  in  England  and  America,  and  saw  no  improprieW  in 
the  practice.  On  the  contrary,  tlie  branch  of  law  involved 
in  the  case  was  new;  its  grounds  had  not  been  fully  atvued 
at  the  bar,  and  it  was  proper  that  they  should  be  fully 
opened  for  the  deliberate  consideration  of  counsel)  it  was 
right  tiiat  their  clients  should  see  the  reasoning  of  the 
court  on  the  subject,  and,  if  satisfactory,  that  they  should 
be  saved  from  any  further  expense.    It  w*a  proper  that 


was  an  exceeding  umple  onei  it  was  within  prescribed  they  should  see  that  the  court  had  not  haatily  and  incon. 
lindts;  and  to  these  be  shooM  confine  himielf*   He  had  j  siderately  assumed  the  principles  upon  which  the  opinion 
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WAS  founded,  but  that  it  had  conscientiously,  upon  fiicts 
and  arguments  which  it  could  not  resist,  come  to  its  con- 
clusion in  the  CMC.  Upon  these  reasons,  the  respondent 
confidently  relied  for  the  justification  of  the  publication  of 
his  opinion.  Eight  days  after,  it  was  followed  by  the  pub- 
lication of  '<  A  Citizen,"  in  another  newspaper.  In  this, 
the  respondent  saw  a  gross  and  palpable  misrepresenta- 
tion, calculated  to  bring  ridicule  and  contempt  upon  the 
court,  to  provoke  the  resentment  of  the  claimants  towards 
the  judge,  and  to  break  down  the  court  by  the  force  of 
public  opinion-  Was  the  respondent  justified  in  these  ap- 
prehensions? Notwithstanding  the  gloss  put  upon  the  sud- 
ject  by  the  comparison  which  the  honorable  manager 
[Mr.  HcDufpie]  had  instituted  between  the  opinion  of 
the  judge  and  the  publication  of  Mr.  Lawless,  the  re- 
spondent relied  upon  a  candid  examination  and  compari- 
aon  by  this  honorable  court. 

He  would  be  able  to  show,  by  gentlemen  familiar  with 
the  ease,  that  he  was  by  no  means  singular  in  attributing 
misrepresentation  to  the  publication  of  "  A  Citizen." 
Men  of  intelligence,  lawyers,  acquainted  with  all  the  facts 
and  doctrines  of  the  case,  looking  with  a  single  eye  to 
see  whether  misrepresentation  was  to  be  found  in  the 
publication  or  not,  would  establish  the  fact.  These  same 
witnesses  would  show  the  effect  of  diis  misrepresentation. 
If  Mr.  Lawless's  publication  could  be  considered  an  accu- 
rate representation  of  the  conclusions  to  which  the  court 
had  come  in  that  case,  they  were  so  preposterous,  so  ab- 
surd, that  nothing  but  ignoraiiee— an  ignorance  amounting 
to  idiocy — nothing  but  downright  corruption,  could  have 
influenced  the  judge.  The  effect  of  tlie  misrepresenta- 
tion had  been  to  destroy-  confidence  in  the  court;  the  dis- 
appointment of  the  claimants  was  converted  into  hostility 
to  the  jvidgc;  and  bo  great  had  been  the  distrust  and  dis- 
satisfaction, that  memorials  were  sent  to  Congress,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  deprive  the  court  of  its  jiirisdicllon 
over  the  claims,  and  to  transfer  it  to  another  tribunal. 

If,  therefore,  the  respondent  saw,  or  this  honorable 
court  should  believe  that  he  conscientiously  thought  be 
saw,  an  evil  design  in  the  author  of  the  publication,  what 
course  would  they  say  was  left  him  to  pursue?  Painful 
as  it  was,  there  was  but  one  course  for  him  to  take;  and 
tliat  was  to  guard  the  sacred  trust  committed  to  his  charge, 
and  to  punish  the  contempt  as  he  had  punished  it.  In 
this,  Mr.  H.  contended,  that  the  respondent  had  been 
justified  by  immemorial  usage;  by  the  inherent  power  of 
the  courts;  by  a  power  which,  although  sometimes  ques- 
tioned, had  remained  untouched  in  every  political  stnig- 
gle  that  had  taken  place;  untouched  in  every  constitution 
that  had  been  adopted  in  the  country.  It  was  justified  by 
American  precedents,  by  the  beat  lawyers  and  purest 
patriots  that  ever  adorned'  the  bench.  It  would  be  snown, 
in  due  time,  that  the  power  liad  been  exercised  by  all  the 
State  courtsi  by  the  highest  court  in  tlie  Union;  by  the 
Circuit  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  in  cases 
far  more  doubtful  than  this.  The  respondent  was  justified, 
in  treating  and  punishing  the  publication  as  a  contempt, 
not  only  by  tlie  statute  and  common  law,  but  by  the  law 
tmiversal,  by  prece<lent,  by  the  decisions  of  all  the  courts 
in  the  country.  Hut,  if  he  were  not  so  justified,  had  he 
been  governed  by  the  malicious  intention  imputed  to  him 
in  this  impeachment,  what  motive  could  he  have  had?  Fie 
had  not  had  any  personal  disagreement  with  Mr.  Lawless. 
No  previous  quarrel  had  occurred  between  them.  No 
lurking  resentment  existed.  All  their  measures  with 
each  other  had  been  of  a  perfectly  amicable  nature.  Was 
a  malicious  motive  to  he  found  jn  the  character  of  tlie  re- 
spondent? It  would  be  shown  that  he  was  mild,  concilia- 
tory, and  equable  in  temper;  i-cspcctfni  and  patient  in  liis 
deportment  towards  all — to  tlie  members  of  the  bar,  the 
subordinate  officers  of  the  court,  and  to  suitors.  Was 
such  a  motive  tn  be  infirred  from  the  transaction  itself^ 
It  would  be  prnved,  not  by  those  who  coidd  seethe  trans- 


action only  in  colors  of  resentment;  not  by  witnesses 
who  were  hostile,  or  who  were  present  in  court  only  at 
intervals  while  the  case  was  pending;  but  by  calm,  disin- 
terested, and  intelligent  witnesses,  who  were  present 
during  the  whole  or  greater  part  of  the  time,  tliat  the 
manner  of  the  judge  was  not  nore  vehement  than  it  usually 
had  been  when  his  mind  was  deeply  exercised  on  any  sub- 
ject;  that  it  was  as  mild  as  any  judge  who  had  evergnced 
the  bench;  that  the  language  he  used  on  the  occasion  was 
addressed  to  the  publication,  and  not  to  its  author;  and 
that,  in  fact,  he  looked  beyond  Mr.  Lawless,  to  other  and 
higher  considerations,  in  awarding  the  attachment  and 
punishment  to  which  he  bad  been  sentenced. 

[This  is  but  "a  bird's-eye  view"  of  the  speech  of  Mr.  M.] 
RoBEBT  Wash,  Esq.  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Missouri,  was  then  called,  sworn,  and  exandned  as  a  wit- 
ness in  behalf  of  the  respondent.    At  the  conclusion  of 
his  testimony — 

The  Court  adjourned  over  till  twelve,  and  the  Senate 
till  eleven  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Thcbsdat,  Jakuabt  6. 
After  the  transaction  of  some  minor  buunesa,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  tlie  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  High  Court 
of  Impeachment. 

Joes  K.  W1.LKH,  of  St.  Louis,  and  Mr.  Pettis,  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  were  called, 
sworn,  and  examined  as  witnesses,  in  behalf  of  the  re- 
spondent.   Tlien  adjourned. 

FaiDA.T,  Ja:<uibt  7. 
Tlie  Senate  t^in  resolved  itself  into  a  Court  of  Im- 

peacliment. 

J.  B.  C.  LccAs,  W.  C.  Cab*,  and  Jis»  E.  Liwdkll, 
were  called,  sworn,  and  examined  in  behalf  of  the  re- 
spondent.   Judge  Wish  was  re-examined  in  part. 

The  court  then  adjourned  to  Monday. 
The  Senate  ordered  two  opinions  of  Judge  Ptcx  to  be 
printed,  and  also  ndjouriied  to  Monday. 

MOXDAT,  Jaicuabt  10. 
After  disposing  of  petitions,  resolutions,  and  some  prl- 
v-tte  bills,  tlie  Senate  again  resolved  itst  lf  into  a  High 
Court  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  MaHEDiTn  apologized  for  the  absence  of  Mr, 
WiiiT,  occasioned  by  indisposition. 

The  deposition  of  Edward  Dates,  John  Bekt,  and 
Sakoei.  MEnni,  in  beh.ilf  of  the  respondent,  were,  with 
the  exception  of  ceKain  parts  expunged  by  agreement, 
and  agreeably  to  a  decision  of  the  court,  received  and  read 
as  evidence.  Judge  Ca>m  wa*  a^in  called  and  rc-cx- 
aminctl;  and  two  or  three  other  witnesses  gave  their  tes- 
timony. The  whole  evidence  was  closed,  with  the 
exception  of  sonic  papers  in  the  General  LAnd  Office. 

TuESUAf,  jAKUABf^^H. 

The  Senate  again  sat  as  a  Court  of  Impeachment. 
The  sitting  was  consumed  in  the  production  and. exami- 
nation of  documentary  evidence  ana  oral  testimony  in  the 
case  of  Judge  Peck.  The  honorable  Mr.  Bxvtok  was 
called  to  prove  the  correctness  of  certain  extracts  trans- 
lated by  bim  from  a  Spanish  ordinance  into  Englisli.  Co- 
lonel Lawless,  Mr.  Getkh,  and  one  or  two  other  wit- 
nesses were  re-examined,  riiially,  at  about  fcAir  o'clock, 
it  was  announced  by  the  managers  for  the  House  and  the 
counsel  fur  the  respondent,  that  the  evidence  was  closed, 
and  tiisl  they  would  proceed  witlvtlieargumentto-mu-row. 
Adjourned. 

WxsirEsnAT,  Jasvamj  13. 
The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Higli  Court  of 
Impeachment. 

Digitized  byLjOOglC 


29 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


30 


Jast.  13,  1831.]  The  Senem  ItuUam.  [Svnats. 


In  conwquence  of  the  eontinued  indupoatioa  of  Hr. 
WiBT,  Mr.  TAZEWELL  moral  an  adjounmaeilt  of  the 
coot  till  to-morrow,  when  his  phyaicuuw  thought  he  might 
be  nffidenljy  restored  to  attend  the  tral. 

T^e  court  accordingly  adjourned. 

The  Senate  tiien  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
ExecutiTe  bunnesBi  and,  after  q)eiiding  tome  time  there- 
on»  adjourned. 

Thuuoat,  ii.'gvixs  13. 

The  Senate  agun  resolved  Itself  into  a  Court  of  Im- 
peachment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  letier  from  one 
of  the  phyncians  of  Mr.  Wibt,  expresave  of  the  opinion 
that  he  could  not  at  present  leave  his  room,  without  some 
danger  of  a  relapse  at  a  more  impcfftant  crisis  in  the  pend- 
ing- trial,  and  that  by  Monday  tie  would  be  entirely  re- 
stored  to  health. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  the  Court  ad- 
journed to  meet  agun  on  Monday  next,  at  twelve  o'dock. 

THE  SENECA  INDIANS. 

The  Senate  resumed  its  legislative  character,  and  took 
vp  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  hereafter  of  an  an- 
mri^  tX  aix  thousand  dollars  to  the  Seneca  tribe  of  In- 
^ns. 

ISx.  FORSYTH  said  he  did  not  recollect  the  particulars 
of  this  bill)  but  he  was  under  the  impression  that  the  Go- 
vernment was  under  no  obl'rgation  to  pay  the  money  pro- 
posed to  be  appropriated  to  ttiese  Indiana  He  called  upon 
some  gentleman  of  the  committee  by  whom  the  bill  had 
been  reported,  to  say  whether  t)ie  obligation  of  the  Go- 
vernment was  not  to  invest  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
ftw  the  Seneca  In^ans;  and  whether  that  obUgation  had 
not  been  performed? 

Mr.  DUDLEY  replied,  that,  by  the  treaty  with  these 
Indians,  the  United  States  were  bound  to  invest  in  the 
President,  as  trustee  for  them,  in  stock  of  the  old  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thous- 
and dollars.  The  charter  of  that  Bank  had  expired. 
The  money  waa  then  invested  in  ax  per  cent.  United 
Stated  itock.  That  stock  having  been  reduced,  three 
per  cent,  stock  was  purchased  by  Government  for  the 
SenecoB.  The  Government,  nevertheless,  thought  it 
their  duty  to  continue  to  paj^  them  six  per  cent,  and  did 
until  a  year  or  two  ago.  Since  that  time,  the  War  De- 
partment conceived  that  there  was  no  law  to  justify  the 
payment  of  more  than  the  three  per  cent,  upon  the 
amount  of  the  investment.  The  Ini^ans  refused  to  receive 
it.  The  object  of  th»  bill  was  to  g^ve  an  authority  to  pay 
the  six  per  cent.  These  Indians  were  much  in  want  of 
the  money.  Some  of  the  tribe  were  now  here  waiting 
for  it. 

Hr.  FORSYTH  believed  the  statement  of  the  member 
from  New  York  to  be  correct,  and,  if  so,  it  appeared  that 
the  obligation  of  the  Government  had  been  performed. 
Were  we  then  bound  to  nve  these  Indiana  rix  per  cent. 
foe  ever }  Thdr  hundred  utousand  doll Av,  with  ttke  profits 
upon  the  sale  of  that  sum,  amounting  to  twelve  thousand 
more,  were  secured  to  tb«n.  The  Government  might  be 
bound  to  invest  the  money  in  the  most  profitable  stock 
for  them,  but  not  to  secure  them  aix  per  cent.  He  con- 
sdered  it  best  to  leave  the  matter  as  it  stood,  or  to  make 
a  more  profitable  investment  of  the  money,  if  that  could 
be  done.  These  Indians  lukd  been  deceived;  too  mucli 
indulgence  bad  heretofbre  been  shown  to  them  by  the  ad- 
nunistnturs  of  the  War  Department;  and  this  had  been  a 
deception,  leading  tiiem  to  suppose  that  they  had  a  claim 
to  six  per  cent,  per  annum  upon  the  oripnaf  sum  invested 
for  them. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  the  bill  provided  for  two  objects. 
The  object  of  the  first  section  was  to  put  upon  a  perma- 


nent footinsf  the  one  hundred  and  twelve  thousand  dollari 
which  had  been  invested  in  three  per  cents,  for  these  In- 
dians. No  gentleman  could  doubt  tliat  it  was  competent 
for  the  Government  to  appropriate  tiiat  sum  permanently 
for  their  use  and  l>enefit.  Tne  object  of  the  second  sec- 
tion was  to  appropnate  an  additional  sum  suflicient  to 
make  up  the  difference  between  six  tliouaand  dollars  and 
,  the  three  per  cent,  interest  for  1830.  Mr.  Morris  had 
purchased  Unds  from  tlie  Seneca  tribe,  and  fiad  a^eed  to 
pay  one  hundred  thousand  doUan  for  them.  That  sum 
was  to  be  placed  in  tlie  hands  of  the  President,  as  their 
trustee,  and  to  be  used  for  the  purcliase  of  stock  in  the 
old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  yielded  six  per 
cent.  While  the  charter  of  tliat  bank  continued,  there 
was  no  difficulty  on  the  subject.  After  it  expired,  the 
money  was  veeted  in  three  per  cent,  stock,  which  did  not 
yield  MX  per  cent.  For  reasons  satislactory  to  them,  the 
Government  paid  the  deficiency  annualty,  out  of  the  con- 
tingent funds  of  the  War  Department,  until  this  adnunis- 
tration  came  into  power.  They  deemed  tlie  practice  im- 
proper; and  the  President  ha^l,  therefore,  presented  the 
subject  to  the  consideration  of  Congress.  The  simple 
question  was,  whether  it  would  be  right  and  better  to 
make  up  the  difference  for  one  year,  in  preference  to  a 
misunderstanding  with  these  Indians.  He  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  make  it  up  for  1830,  and  to  moke  a 
similar  appropriation  for  the  present  year,  until  the  matter 
could  be  fixed  on  a  permanent  footing,  than  that  any  dis- 
content should  be  permitted  to  exist  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians.  The  investment  in  tlii-ee  per  cent,  stock  had 
been  made  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the 
Indians.  They  had  no  part  in  it.  The  Government  had 
done  it  of  its  uwn  accord,  no  doiibtfrom  the  best  of  mo- 
ttves,  probably  because  the  best  investment  tliat  could  be 
m«le  at  the  time.   He  thou^t  tlte  bill  ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  that  the  Indians  had 
always  expected  six  per  cent.  If  the  one  hundred  and 
twelve  tliousand  dollars  in  three  per  cent,  were  sold  at 
this  time,  they  would,  he  believed,  produce  more  than 
one  hun^b^d  thousand.  He  could  see  no  objection  to  the 
bill. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  sold  that  his  object  luid  been  answered 
in  bringing  tiiis  subject  before  the  Senate.  It  was  admitted 
that  the  United  States  had  received  no  properly  from 
these  Indians.  The  lands  had  been  obtained,  by  Mr. 
Morris;  and  because  the  Government  bad  been  made  trus- 
tees in  the  case,  they  must  pay  this  six  per  cent,  in  per- 
petuity. The  simple  question  was,  whether  the  United 
States  shall  now  bind  themielreB  to  a  perpetual  appropri- 
ation of  upwards  of  two  thousand  aix  hundred  dollars  per 
annum,  merely  because  they  had  assumed  to  become  Uie 
trustees  fm  these  Indians.  M^.  F.  concluded  by  asking 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  read  that  part  of  the  treaty 
witli  these  Indians,  under  which  the  obligation  in  question 
had  been  incurred. 

Hr.  SANFOHU  inquired  what  were  M"e  boimd  in  good 
f:iith  to  do  to  those  Indians?  We  were  now  ourselves  con- 
struing the  trea^  with  them.  What  was  the  understand- 
ing ofthe  Indians  of  this  treaty.'  All  the  acts  done  under 
it  luul  been  our  own  acts.  By  tiiese  the  Indians  under- 
stood that  they  were  to  receive  six  per  cent,  upon  the 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  Government  had 
thought  so.  The  compact  Jiad.been  heretofore  so  con- 
strued by  us,  and  so  understood  by  the  Indians.  All  the 
changes  in  the  investments  for  them  had  been  our  own 
acts.  They  knew  nothing  of  them.  The  present  was  a 
new  construction  of  the  compact  with  them,  with  which 
they  bod  nothing  to  do.  It  hod  been  done  without  their 
assent.    He  was  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SMITH,  in  order  to  obtain  some  information  on  tiic 
subject,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  m\  the  table  till  to-morrow 
morning. 

It  was  accordingly  so  ordered.     ^  . 
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[Saw.  U,  17,  1831. 


Fbibat,  Jax.  14. 

Mr.  NOBLE  submitted  tiie  following  retcdution; 

Haohedf  That  the  CommiBstoner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  be  directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  copies 
of  all  the  nrocee^ncrs  on  file  in  his  office,  relative  to  the 
location  oi  lands  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  by  the  Commis- 
noners  apjiointed  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  and 
the  Commiaaioner  or  Agent  appointed  hj  the  authority 
of  the  Uidted  States  under  the  act  entiued  '*  An  act  to 
■ntborize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  locate  and  malce  a  road 
therein  named]"  also  copies  of  all  letters  addressed  to  him; 
relating  to  the  subiect  of  the  location  of  the  land  in  ques- 
tion;  together  wiui  the  deciuon  of  the  late  acting  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  N-  said  he  was  aware  that,  by  the  rules  of  the  Sen- 
ate, it  required  their  unammous  consent  to  consider  the 
resolution  at  thb  time.  He  hoped  that  such  consent  would 
be  given.  His  object  was  to  receire  copies  of  all  the 
evidence  in  the  office  of  the  Commiarioner  of  the  General 
I^nd  Office,  public  and  private,  which  bad  a  bearing  upon 
the  subject  embraced  m  the  resolution  which  he  nad 
offered.  It  was  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  the  people  of 
Indiana  to  make  the  call  for  Uie  evidence,  upon  a  subject 
which  interested  them.  He  was  satisfied  that  the  people 
of  that  State  would  never  yield  to  the  dewrion  given  to 
the  act  of  Congress  named  in  the  resolution,  by  the  late 
scting  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.  He  ex- 
pected that  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  now 


they  arrive,  he  desired  all  the  evidence  officially,  to  enable 
the  Senate  to  act. 

Hie  resolution  was  then,  by  unanimoas  cwisent,  read  a 
second  time,  and  adopted. 

The  remainder  of  Uie  day  was  spent  in  disposhig  of 
other  motions,  and  debating  the  bill  for  the  reKef  of 
Peters  and  Pond,  of  Boston. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 

MoHDAT,  Jair.  17. 
A  measage  was  received  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, announcing  the  resohition  of  that  House  to  attend 
the  Senate,  from  day  to  day,  during  the  argument  in  the 
impeachment  now  pending  against  Jaxbb  H.  Pxcx,  Dis- 
trict Judge  of  Missouri. 

THE  STORM— VESSELS  IN  DISTRESS. 
Mr.  LIVINGSTON,  1^  unanimous  consent,  introduced 
a  bill  to  enable  the  President  to  emplojr,  witliout  delay, 
two  or  more  vessels,  with  supplies  of  men,  provinons, 
and  other  necessaries,  to  cniise  off  the  coast  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  and  succouring  ves- 
sels that  may  have  suffered  by  stress  of  weather  during 
the  present  inclement  season,  and  appropriating  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  for  carrying  the  objects  of  theliill  Into 
effect 

In  asking  leave  to  introduce  this  bill,  Mr.  L.  asdd  that 
its  object  was  to  relieve  our  vessels  and  seamen  that 
might  be  on  the  coast  at  th.i8  very  inclement  season,  lliose 
only  who  had  been  in  vessels  in  that  situation,  could  real- 
ize the  Mtfiering  and  distress  to  which  they  and  their  crews 
were  exposed.  The  bill  was  hitended  to  enable  the  Pre- 
Mdent  to  flt  out  two  or  more  ships,  to  supply  them  with 
men  and  provisions  that  might  be  needed  at  this  trying 
moment. 

Mr.  HATNE  inquired  whether  the  object  was  to  au- 
thorize the  Presiflent  to  send  out  armed  vessels  belonginr 
to  the  navy,  or  merchant  vessels,  and  whether  any  esti- 
mate of  the  expense  had  been  obtained. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  replied,  that  the  President  would 
ilespatoh  on  this  service  any  vessel  that  might  be  ready 
for  it,  whether  merchantmen  or  others.  As  to  the  antoant 


of  the  expense,  he  had  relied  on  mercantile  gentlemen 
better  qualified  than  he  was  to  iudge. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  satd,  in  substance,  that  he  conudered 
the  bill  to  be  unconstitutional;  that,  if  it  were  based  upon 
that  article  of  the  constitution  which  authwized  Congreas 
to  regulate  commerce,  it  involved  a  more  ezteunrc  exer- 
cise of  power,  that  of  enabling  the  Prendent  to  tend 
vessels  along  the  coast  to  |»ck  up  wrecks,  than  had  ever 
been  claimed,  even  under  that  clause.  Before  the  bill 
could  be  passed  by  Congress,  and  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent, the  effects  of  the  storm  would  be  over.  He  doubted 
the  {}Ower  of  Congress  to  pass  the  bill,  and  he  conudered 
that  it  would  be  very  partial  in  its  beneficial  operation. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  said  he  had  not  expected  to  hear 
the  extraordinary  objection  which  the  Senator  from  Vir* 
ginia  had  urged  agunst  the  biU.  He  did  not  derive 
constitutional  authority  for  the  bill  f^m  the  clause  for  re- 
gulating commerce,  but  from  the  general  power  of  the 
Government  to  protect  commerce,  and  to  manage  our 
foreign  relations.  Whence  did  we  derive  the  power  to 
build  liglit-houses,  beacons,  and  buoys?  What  argument 
was  there  for  empl<^ing  ^e  navy  on  such  occasloDs,  that 
did  not  equally  authorize  the  employment  of  merchant 
vessels?  He  knew  of  none.  So  much  for  the  constitu- 
tional objection.  Now  for  tiie  expediency  of  the  measure. 
He  did  not  tliink  that  it  was  to  be  ridiculed  out  of  the 
Senate  by  the  suggestion,  that  these  vesseU  were  to  be 
sent  to  pick  up  wrecks.  They  were  to  be  sent  out  to 
prevent  wrecks;  not  to  remedy  the  mischief,  but  to  pre- 
vent it  The  storm  had  now  lasted  four  days.  It  was  not 
over.  The  wind  was  still  hiri).  Vessek  had  been,  pro- 
bably, driven  forty  or  fifty  leagues  from  the  coast.  It 
miglit  be  days,  and  weeks,  and  months,  before  some  of 
them  could  get  into  port.  Their  seamen  might  be  froxent 
their  rigging  stiff  with  snow  and  ice.  In  this  situation, 
they  would  consider  the  relief  proposed  to  be  sent  to 
them,  as  a  messenger  from  heaven.  The  constitutional 
objection  weighed  nothing  with  him.  If  the  measure 
were,  as  it  would  be,  usefiu  and  humane,  that  was  enough 
for  him  in  the  present  instance-  It  was  not  New  Ywk 
onl^,  but  the  Capes  of  Virj^nia,  and  elsewhere,  from 
which  vessels  could  be  promptly  despatched,  to  rescue 
our  seamen  from  the  fiitigues,  and  dangers,  and  calami- 
ties, incident  to  this  stormy  season. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  said  that  the  proposed  measure  would 
not  be  confined  to  one  port.  Orders  could  be  imme- 
diately sent  to  New  Yorl^  Norfdk,  and  Chariestoi^  to 
affbrd  the  relief  fVom  suffering  and  danger  so  well  de- 
scribed by  the  Senator  from  I^ouinana.  Some  small  ves- 
sels, with  beef,  pork,  and  other  ai-ticles,  could  be  at  once 
provided  to  meet  ships  in  distress,  and  would  truly  be 
considered  as  angels  from  heaven.  No  one  who  bad  not 
experienced  them,  could  imagine  the  distress  to  which  our 
seafaring  people  were  Uable  at  this  season  of  the  year. 
As  to  the  expense,  more  revenue  would  probably  be  aaved 
by  Uie  measure  tlun  it  would  cost. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  aud  he  sliould  interpose  no  other 
objection  than  his  vote  to  the  bill.  He  nad  asked  the 
honorable  Senator  from  I^uinana,  whether  he  found  his 
authority  for  this  measure  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
regulate  commerce?  but  he  bad  received  no  new  light 
upon  the  subject  The  gentleman  and  he  differed  on 
constitutional  qucfltims  frmn  the  bottom.  He  could  net 
find  this  authori^  i»  the  power  to  create  Mid  suDport  a 
navy,  nor  in  the  power  to  control  our  foreign  reJatioiw. 
What,  sir!  the  power  to  protect  our  own  ships  to  be 
found  in  the  power  over  our  foreign  relations?  He  re- 
peated, that,  before  this  bill  could  pass  into  a  law,  the 
mischief  would  be  done.  The  danger  was  not  at  Savan- 
nah, Charleston,  or  New  Orleans;  it  would  be  greater 
along  the  coast  of  Hune  than  any  where  else.  The  storm 
raged  there  with  the  greateit  Ti<dence.  It  wai  not  con* 
templated  to  send  wtiy  rcfief  to  that  coast.   Tlie  spoti 


Digitized  by 


Google 


55 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


54 


Jam.  16  te  23,  1831.]         JteKef  Feud».-^peaAnuat  E^^unMet-^Triai  of  Judge  Peek. 


most  exposed  would  derive  the  kwit  benefit  from  the 
measure. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  explained-  It  was  Charlestown,  in  Mas- 
aachusetts,  to  which  he  had  alluded.  The  effects  of  this 
■tonn  were  not  om.  They  mig;ht  last  thirty  or  fbr^  days 
Tends  within  one  hour's  sail  of  port  might  be  blown  off 
for  leagues.  Many  vessels  would  be  in  that  situation.  It 
was  to  supply  such  ships  with  men  and  prorinons  that  this 
bill  has  been  introduced. 

Mr.  UATNE  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
of  Commerce,  and  suggested  that  this  reference  would 
«aMe  the  Senate  to  sAbrd  relief  In  the  most  effldent 
manner.  He  also  sug:gested  that  the  Government  now 
possessed  the  means  to  extend  the  most  prompt  ud  to  ves- 
seisin  distress.  A  drcularfromtheTreasuiy  Department 
could  put  in  immediate  re<iaiation  our  revenoe  cutters  for 
this  purpose. 

After  one  or  two  additional  remarks  from  Mr.  WOOD- 
BURT,  Mr.SMITH,  of  Hatyland*  aodMr.UV[NGSTON» 
the  motxn  of  Ur.  HATNE  was  nentived,  and  the  hill  was 
<s<dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readiMT. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  then  moved  tiiat  the  bill  be  forth- 
with read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

TbfO  VICE  PRESIDENT  stated  that  Uiis  motion  re- 
qwredthe  unanimoui  consent  of  the  Senate  hefiire  it  could 
he  adopted. 

Mr.  BROWN  objected  to  it,  and  it  could  no^  therefive, 
be  received. 

TRIAL  OF  JUDGE  PECK. 

The  Senate  then  agiun  resolved  itself  into  a  High  Court 
of  Inmcachment 

Judge  CA.ma  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  was  permitted  to 
make  some  explanation  on  a  pcunt  of  his  former  testimony. 

Mr.  SPENCER,  of  New  York,  a  roanagor  on  the  put 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  then  rose,  and  addressed 
a  very  learned  and  able  ar^ment  to  the  court  in  support 
of  the  impeachment.  Having  concluded  at  four  o'clock* 
the  eamt  sdjoamed. 

RELIEF  VESSELS. 

The  Senate  having  resumed  its  legislative  character, 

Mr.  BROWN  wiUidrew  the  objection  whhh  he  had 
made  this  morning  to  the  third  readmg  of  the  bill  for  send- 
ing rcKef  vessels  off  our  maritime  coastt  and  it  was  then 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  by  the  fallowing  vote,  Mr. 
FORSYTH  having  required  the  yeas  and  nays. 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chambers, 
Chase,  Clayton,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Foot,  Frel'inghuyaen, 
Hendncka,  Joliiiston,  Kane,  Knight,  Livingston,  Marks, 
Naudain,  Noble,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Silsbee, 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Sprague,  Webster,  Woodbuty. — S6. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Ellis,  Fco^th,  Grun- 
dy, Hayne,  King,  McKinley,  Poindexter,  Robinson,  Smith, 
of  South  CaroliDa,  Tazewell,  'i;yler— 13. 

A^onmed. 

TcJtSDAT,  Jaxuabt  18. 

After  receiving  petitions,  resolutions,  and  reports  of 
committees,  the  Senate  again  Tcsolved  itself  into  a  H%h 
Court  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  WICKUFFB,  one  of  the  murngm  of  Ae  House  of 
Repreasotativei,  commenced  an  aivumeiit  in  support  of 
the  impeachment  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  conduded  at  a 
little  past  three.  He  advanced  and  maintuned  the  posi- 
ttom  thAt  Judge  Peek  had  no  legal  jurisdiction  over  the 
poUication  of  Mr.  Lawlesis  even  supponngittohave  been 
a  contenmt,  for  which  he  in^)risonea  and  suspended  himi 
and  that,  in  truth,  that  publication  was  no  contqnpt  at  all. 
Ur.  W-  defended  the  liber^  of  the  press  with  ene^  and 
zed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAlf  and  Mr.  8TOBRS  stated,  for  the  in- 
IbimslaDn  of  the  oounsd  <^  the  respondent,  who  will  to- 
montnr  eimuDcnoe  the  argument  in  lus  defence,  the  addi- 
VoL.  VII.— 3 


tiond  autiunities  which  they  intended  to  produce  u  support 
of  the  impeachment. 
The  court  and  Senate  then  adjourned. 

WannniaT,  Jakvaww  19. 
After  ^^osing  of  Knne  mortung  bniiiwa,  the  Snate 

resumed  the  impeachment 

Mr.  MEREDITH  addressed  the  court  for  three  hours. 
In  defence  of  the  respondent  Having  become  exhausted 
in  physicd  straigth  before  he  could  cmdude  his  qieech, 
tiie  court,  at  three  o'dock,  adjourned. 

TivBssAT,  Ji.maT  30. 

The  Senate  spent  the  prindpd  part  of  to-day  as  a  Court 
of  Impeachment 

Mr.  MEREDITH  contlnaed,  without  eondwUng,  his  ar- 
gument in  deCence  of  tiie  respondent 

Fbidat,  Jawabw  31. 
IMPEACHMENT  EXPENSES. 

The  bill  making  provinon  for  the  payment  of  the  wit- 
nesses, and  of  other  expenses  incurred  in  the  trtd  James 
H  .  Peck,  District  Judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  Dia- 
trict  of  Missouri,  was  taken  up.  [The  bill  allows  each  wit- 
ness four  dollars  per  day,  and  twenty  cents  mileage  f<v 
travelling  expenses.  ] 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  that  the  witiiesses  who 
had  attended  the  trid  of  Judge  Chase  had  been  allowed 
but  tiiree  doUars  a  day,  and  twelve  and  a  half  cents  nUle- 
u>e.  He  wished  to  know  the  reasons  wUch  had  Induced 
the  committee  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the  wit- 
nesses and  the  mileage  in  the  present  case. 

Mr.  IREDELL  replied,  that  when  Judge  Chase  was 
tried,  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress  was  rix  dollars:  it 
was  now  eirht  dolUrs.  The  committee  conceived  it  but 
just  to  fix  the  compensation  to  the  witnesses  at  one-half  of 
that  which  was  allowed  members. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  that  another  connderation  showed 
the  propriety  of  the  increase.  These  witnesses  bad  come 
from  a  much  greater  distance  than  the  witnesses  in  the  case 
of  Judge  Chsse.  Most  of  them  were  profesnonal  men, 
and  had,  by  their  absence  from  home,  lost  nearly  a  half 
year's  practiee.  He  should  vote  for  the  four  dollars,  and 
would  bare  voted  fbrnx  doUanif  that  sum  had  been  In 
the  bill 

The  blank  m  the  hill  was  filled  irith  the  sum  of  twelve 
thousand  ddlara  fbr  the  expenses  of  the  trialt  and,  thus 
amended^  it  was  engrossed,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
TRIAL  OF  JUDGE  PECK. 

The  Senate  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a  ffigh  Court 
of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  continued  his  argument  for  the  re- 
spondent until  half  past  three  o'clock,  when  die  coot  and 
Senate  adjourned. 

The  Senate  ba^g  again  resdved  itself  bto  *  Court 
of  Impeachment, 

Mr.  MEREDITH  concluded  lus  sifument  at  twenty 
minutnpast  one  o'dock. 

Mr.  WIRT  then  rose  to  address  the  court  for  the  re- 
spondent He  regretted  that  he  had  been  the  unwilfing 
cause  of  so  much  delay  in  the  progress  of  tUs  trid,  ana 
thanked  the  honorable  court  tor  the  humanity  of  the  in- 
dulgence which  they  had  extended  towards  lum.  His 
friend  nught  also  have  consumed  audi  more  time,  in  the 
opiiuon  of  some,  than  was  neeeaaaiT)  but  it  would  be  re- 
collected that  two-thirds  of  that  time  had  been  used  in'' 
reading  precedents  from  the  books.  In  a  case  in  which 
the  respondent  was  so  deeply  concerned,  it  would  be  a 
dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  hit  counsel,  if  they  were 
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to  relinquish  «ny  of  the  ground  which  the  hononble  ma- 
nann  h»d  deemed  materul  to  their  aLnniiDent;  uid  time 
\aa  probably  been  flared  bjr  the  reatSngf  of  the  books 

which  had  been  produced  by  his  colleanie.  It  would  not 
be  necessary  to  read  them  again.  He  should  content  him- 
self with  bestowing  upon  them  a  few  passing  remarks 
when  lie  should  come  to  tlie  cases  which  they  presented. 
Some  topics  which  had,  be  could  not  but  presume,  been 
introduced  for  effect,  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  no- 
tice, lo  dcnng  BO,  he  beg^fed  to  be  understood  as  treating 
the  honorable  managers  with  eveiy  possible  respect.  He 
knew  the  amiable,  upright,  and  enlightened  qualities 
whidi  adorned  them.  Whatever  they  had  deemea  of  im- 
portance, lie  could  not  be  so  presumptuous  as  to  pass  by 
unregarded.  It  had  been  stated  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives! by  a  large  majori^,  in  which  party  had  no 
share,  had  voted  this  impeachment.  What  was  the  t^ecl 
of  this  remark?  Wl^  was  it  introduced  here?  CouM  it 
enter  into  the  conuderation  of  tlUs  honorable  court,  whe- 
ther the  House  of  Representatives  had  been  hasty  or  not; 
whether  p*rt^  had  influenced  them  in  the  vote  which  they 
gave  for  this  impeachment?  "Would  it  be  decorous  in  the 
respondent,  or  in  those  who  were  connected  with  him,  to 
impeach  their  procee^ngs*  He  knew  too  well  his  duty 
to  that  honorable  House,  to  this  honorable  court,  and  to 
his  humble  self,  to  step  so  far  out  of  his  way  as  to  qtiestion 
the  motives  for  this  impeachment.  The  House  of^ Repre- 
sentatives were  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation.  Their 
article  of  impeachment  against  Judge  Peck  was  the  finding 
of  the  grand  jury.  Would  it  be  proper,  tn  a  case  before  a 
petit  jory,  for  counsel  to  appeal  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
grand  jury;  to  say  that  they  had,  by  a  large  majority,  un- 
influenced by  party  spirit,  found  a  bill  of  indictment? 
Wotitd  not  the  court,  m  that  case,  stop  counsel,  and  say 
to  him,  sir,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  grand  jurj-, 
or  its  motivcBt  we  are  to  trj-  this  case  upon  its  merits, 
without  reference  to  what  passed  in  the  grand  jury  on  the 
subject?  The  finding  of  the  grand  inquest  is  simply  the 
^neuaation.  "Hic  lioiiorable  House  had  not  come  here  to 
sacrifice  a  victim  whom  they  had  fore-doomed  to  destruc- 
tion. Tliey  had  done  nothing  more  than  to  declare  that 
the  offence  with  which  the  respondent  had  been  charged, 
wss  worthy  of  a  trial.  The  respondent  was  not  there, 
befio-e  the  honorable  House,  upon  his  trial.  'Fhcy  had 
sent  htm  here  to  be  tried.  What  was  the  fundamental 
feature  of  a  trial  of  that  sort?  It  was,  that  the  accused 
was  presumed  to  be  innocent  until  he  had  been  found 
puilty.  But,  if  the  remark  of  which  he  was  now  complain- 
ing  were  to  have  weight,  that  principle  would  be  reversed. 
The  accused  was  to  be  prestiined  to  be  guilty  until  proved 
to  b»  innocent  He  hoped  to  hear  no  more  of  the  majo- 
lity*  or  the  motive  by  which  this  impeachment  had  been 
instituted  by  the  honorable  House.  He  considered  such 
remarks  improper.  Tlic  respondent  stood  here  unknown, 
almost  alone,  a  stranger  from  the  western  wilds,  to  breast 
the  storm  of  this  impeachment.  He  trusted  to  this  honor- 
able court  for  a  fair  trial,  and  relied  upon  the  correctness, 
and  innocence,  and  purity,  of  his  own  conduct,  for  an  ho- 
norable acquittal.  He  would  be  tried  by  the  simple,  na- 
ked fftcts  and  principles  of  the  case,  and  not  by  the  aramatic 
exhibition  of  fancied  analogies  which  they  had  witnessed. 
Was  the  respondent  to  be  involved  in  the  turpitude  of  all 
the  wicked  judges  of  England;  In  the  guilt  of  the  unspar- 
ing Jeffreys,  the  ttimiiUuoiis  Scroggs,  and  the  tyrant  Brom- 
ley? He  trusted  not;  he  tiopcd  that  he  would  be  tried 
upon  his  own  merits  alone.  lie  admonished  the  honorable 
managers,  that  something  was  continually  occurring  to 
remind  us  of  the  infirmity  of  human  reason  contending 
against  human  prejudice.  This  must  teach  charity  to  all. 
Me  apprehended  the  existence  of  some  extraordinary  pre- 
judice which  had  influenced  and  inflamed  the  spirit  of^this 
prosecution.  He,  too,  might  be  the  victim  of  prejudice) 
of  thut  friendship  which  a  close  intimacy  hul  produced 


with  the  respondent.  He  admitted  an  eqoiJity  of  infirm!^ 
with  the  boQorable  managers,  tkat  honwable  court 
wouM  dedde  between  them.  To  what  other  cause  flian 
prejudice  could  he  impute  the  hmnage  in  which  the  re- 
spondent had  been  held  up  as  a  judSdal  tyrant,  a  petty  pro- 
vincial judge,  a  monster,  walking  over  the  fallen  bodies  of 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  his  country?  Tliispicture  of 
wickedness  and  horror  had  been  sent  as  fiir  as  the  press 
could  ranget  as  far  as  the  wings  of  genius  and  eloquence 
could  send  it.  Blan^  a  fitfter  in  the  remote  parts-  of  the 
country  had  read  this  aceomt  with  feefings  of  abhorrence. 
With  tile  paper  in  his  hand,  he  had  probably  swd  to  hi» 
son — see,  what  a  monster  is  now  before  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States!  If  your  country  should  ever  elevate  you  ta 
public  station,  never  become  aueh  a  monster  as  this  Peck. 
Ue  may  no  doubt  have  had  respectoMe  parents;  he  may 
once  have  been  respectable  himself;  but  see  what  a  mon- 
ster of  crime,  of  shame,  and  of  ignoiidi^,  he  has  now  be- 
come!  How  long  would  it  not  be  before  Uiis  eruel  crror 
could  be  corrected!  before  it  would  be  seen,  upon  tiie  tes- 
timony of  the  most  respectoblc  gentiemen,  that  this  mon- 
ster was  one  of  the  most  mild,  patient,  kind  and  courteoii* 
of  human  beings:  so  amiable,  tnat,  in  the  language  of  one 
of  the  witnesses,  he  was  dear  to  all  who  knew  him.  He 
could  not  help  ascribing  the  terrible  picture  which  had 
been  drawn  of  the  respondent,  to  some  unaccountable  pre- 
judice. He  adverted  to  other  topics,  of  wltidi  the  hoiira^ 
able  managers  appeared  to  him  to  have  taken  a  diseolored 
and  distorted  view. 

The  respondent  had  been  represented  as  an  enemy  to 
the  freedom  of  the  press;  a  principle  sacred  to  all.  Ue 
was  represented  to  have  scoffed  at  it.  This  judicial  mon- 
ster was  desciibed  as  having  walked  over  the  prostrate 
liberty  of  the  press,  and  as  havii^  attempted  to  sneer  and 
snarl  it  out  of  existence.  Where  had  he  said  this  of  it? 
Where  had  he  uttered  one  sentiment  of  disrespect  towards 
the  liberty  of  the  press?  Not  here,  cerbunly.  But  he 
had  done  so  in  his  defence  before  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, which  hod  been  introduced  as  evidence  here,  for 
tile  purpose  of  estahlishing  tiiis  charge  against  the  respon- 
dent Look  at  that  defence,  and  sec  whether  he  has 
treated  the  liberty  of  the  press  with  contempt.  "It- is 
said,  that  in  punishing  this  publication  as  a  contempt,  the 
judge  has  invaded  the  liberty  of  the  press."  What  is  the 
liberty  of  the  press?  And  in  what  does  it  consist?  Does 
it  conuisl  in  a  right  to  vilify-  the  tribunals  of  the  country, 
and  to  bring  them  into  contempt,  by  gross  and  wanton 
misrepresentations  of  their  proceetUiiga?  Docs  it  coniiist 
in  a  right  to  obstruct  and  corrupt  the  streams  of  justice, 
by  poisoning  the  public  mind  with  rt-gard  to  causes  in 
tliesc  tribunals,  before  they  are  heard'  Is  this  a  correct 
idea  of  tlie  liberty  of  Uie  press?  Ifso,  the  defamer  has  a 
charter  as  free  as  the  winds,  provided  he  resort  to  the 
press  for  the  propagation  of  liia  slander;  and,  under  the 
prostituted  sanction  of  Uie  libci  ty  of  the  press,  hoary  age 
and  vircnn  innocence  lie  at  his  mercy.  This  is  not  the  ides 
of  the  liberly  of  the  press  which  prevails  in  courts  of  jus- 
tice, or  which  exists  in  any  sober  or  well  regulated  mind, 
llie  liberty  of  the  press  is  smong  the  greatest  of  blesttngs, 
civil  and  political,  so  lung  as  it  is  direded  to  its  proper  ob- 
ject, that  of  disseminating  correct  and  useful  information 
among  the  people.  But  this  greatest  of  blessings  may  be- 
come the  greatest  of  curses,  if  it  shall  be  permitted  to 
burst  its  proper  barriers.  The  river  Missiiasippi  is  a  bless- 
ing to  the  country  through  which  it  flows,  so  Icmg  as  it 
keeps  within  its  banksi  but  it  becomes  a  scourge  and  a 
destroyer  when  it  breaks  them.  "  The  liberW  ^  the 
press  has  always  been  the  fiivorite  watchword  of  those  who 
live  by  its  licentiousness.  It  has  been,  from  time  imme- 
morial, id  still,  and  ever  will  be,  the  perpetual  dteantanium 
on  the  lips  of  aH  libellers.  Oswald  attempted  to  screen 
himseir  under  its  Kgis,  in  the  case  which  has  been  cited 
Ax}m  the  1st  Dallas.    Out  the  attempt  was  in  vain.  The 
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court  buigtit  him  the  difference  between  the  liberty  of  the 
prta§  snd  the  licentiouaneas  of  the  pi¥ss.  ttnd,  in  hia  fur- 
ther attempt  to  raise  an  impeachment  agaiiut  the  jud^s 
for  that  sentence,  the  House  of  Delegates  confirmed  the 
wholesome  lesson.  If,  indeed,  the  liberty  of  the  press  was 
A  panoply  broad  enooffh  to  cover  every  thing  done  in  its 
name,  nothing  in  the  form  of  a  publication  could  ever  have 
been  puoiahcd  as  a  contempt  of  court.  In  all  the  report- 
ed caset,  in  which  those  publishers  have  been  called  to 
answer  for  a  contempt,  wherever  the  defence  has  appear- 
ed in  the  report,  it  is  the  liberty  of  the  press  which  ia  the 
perpetaal  theme.  It  is  uniformly  claimed  to  be  the  riglit 
of  the  citizen  to  question  the  acts  of  ail  piiblic  men,  and 
the  chui|fe»  are  continuall/  rung  on  that  great  palladium 
of  human  rights  and  human  happinen — the  liberty  of  the 
preas;  as  if  human  rights  and  human  happioen  couM  be 
promoted  by  the  prostration  aiid  destniction  of  courts  of 
justice,  or  by  poisoning  their  sti*cams  in  the  fountain  head. 
It  19  unnecessary  to  pursue  this  subject.  The  Jud^e  has 
never  pretended  that  bis  opinions  are  not  to  be  questioned. 
He  inMsts,  however,  that  they  are  to  be  questioned  only 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  laitd.  One  mode  of  question- 
ing  them,  under  these  laws,  is  by  appeal  to  a  superior 
court;  and,  af^  the  tubject^natter  snail  have  been  fiually 
decided,  another  mode  of  questioning  them  is,  by  reapect- 
iVil  discusaion,  either  in  the  public  prints  or  elsewhere. 
In  the  present  case,  tlie  first  mode  of  queationing  the  opi- 
nion, that  by  appeal,  had  been  resorted  to.  For  the  si  conil 
mode,  that  of  respectful  discussion,  tlie  case  was  not  ready, 
because  the  subject-matter  had  not  been  dispoied  of  final< 
iyi  and  even  if  it  bad  been,  it  has  been  shown  that  there 
was  no  semblance  of  investigation  in  this  article;  no  pre- 
tence of  discusnon  of  any  Icind.  It  was  sheer  misrepre- 
8entation;and  it  does  not  follow,  that,because  an  opinion  of 
a  court  may  be  respectfully  discussed,  it  may,  therefore,  be 
misrepresented;  much  less,  that  it  may  be  so  misrepresent- 
ed as  not  only  to  impair  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the 
^gaity,  intelligence,  and  purity  of  the  tribunal,  but  to  ren- 
du- both  the  judge  and  the  court  objects  of  universal  con- 
tempt, acorn,  and  ridicule;  and  least  of  all,  that,  in  doing 
tlua,  a  strong  prejudice  shall  also  be  infiised  into  the  pub- 
lic mind  with  regard  to  causes  atill  pending  in  the  court." 
Was  this  [demanded  Mr.  Wiaj]  a  ancer  at  the  liberty  of 
tlie  press?  Was  there  here  any  snarl  at  the  liberty  of*^  the 
preas>  Was  the  declaration,  tnatit  was  the  greatest  of  hu- 
man blessings,  confined  to  the  dissemination  of  truth  and 
inteUigence  among  the  people,  an  attempt  to  bring  the  li- 
berie of  the  press  into  contempt.^  Was  not  the  doctrine 
here  bud  down  by  the  judge  the  sound  doctrine  concern- 
ing the  liberty  of  the  press?  And  would  it  not  meet  the 
wprobttion  of  except  the  libeller?  To  be  useful,  the 
lloerty  of  the  press  must  be  restrained.  The  principle  of 
restraint  was  impressed  upon  every  part  of  creation.  Bv 
restraint  the  planets  were  kept  in  their  orbits.  The  eartn 
perfcttmed  its  regular  evolutions  by  the  restraint  of  the 
eentriruMl  fbrce  operating  upon  it  The  vine  would  shoot 
into  nuiK  luxuriance,  if  n^  under  the  restraint  of  the  laws 
of  nature^  by  wluch  every  thing  was  preserved  within  its 
proper  bounds.  Was  not  every  thing  on  earth  impressed 
with  this  principle?  and  was  not  the  hberty  of  the  press  to 
be  restrained  to  the  performance  of  its  rightful  functions 
of  propagating  truth  for  juat  ends?  It  was  not  .always 
those  who  weK  loudest  in  their  clamors  for  the  liberty  of 
the  press^  who  were  its  best  friends.  There  be  those  who, 
vben  they  hear  those  butsts  of  genius  and  eloquence  upon 
the  fibert^  of  the  press,  could  say,  like  poor  Corde]ia~ 
*■  Uabapp;  (bat  I  am,  I  caaiwr  hMT« 
Hrbnut  into  nj  moath:  I  lote  jour  Mijetty 
^ecurdinKio  my  bond;  nor  more,  nor  iMa." 

He  thought  there  had  been  no  occauon  for  the  remarks 
which  had  been  made  on  this  subject  Judge  Peck  loved 
the  liberty  of  the  press  with  as  much  purity  as  those  who 
had  been  so  loud  in  its  prusei.   U  be  had,  in  the  com* 


mencemcnt  of  this  trial,  been  subjected  to  a  commentary 
so  severe,  what  might  not  be  expected  in  its  sequel?  It 
had  been  charged  upon  the  rt  spondent,  that  he  had  dared 
to  attempt  to  buy  on  this  impeachment  hy  an  intimation 
that  he  was  entiUed  to  conudemtion  and  exemption,  be- 
cause he  had  decided  the  case  of  Soulard  in  favor  of  the 
United  States.  It  had  been  alleged  that  he  had  tried  to 
buy  off  the  House  of  Keprcaentativea  by  dirty  acres.  If 
he  had  done  so,  he  was  a  vile  and  degnuUd  man,  and,  he 
would  add,  one  of  the  most  consummate  fools  that  ever 
sat  upon  the  bench.  But  where  had  he  s^d  this?  At 
the  close  of  his  defence,  he  [Judge  Peck]  obscn'ed, 
"that,  in  this  proceeding,  he  was  actuated  by  a  sense 
of  official  du^.  He  conKdered  it  his  duty  to  sustun 
the  dignity  and  authority  of  the  court  over  which  be 
had  been  appointed  toprende:  he  conridercd  it  due  to 
the  Government  which  he  representedt  due  to  the  tri- 
bunal, and  due  to  the  suitors  whose  rights  were  com- 
mitted to  its  protection,  to  punish  this  contempt  as  he  did 
punish  it  He  did  consider  himself,  and  docs  still  coniuder 
nimself,  as  sustained,  at  evcty  step,  by  the  highest  authori- 
ty. He  believed  it,  conscientiously,  to  be  bis  solemn  and 
imperious  duty  to  make  tlie  example  which  he  did  make, 
more  especially  in  relation  to  the  coimtry  m  which  he 
holds  hta  courts,  and  the  nature  of  the  claims  which  he 
vi'aa  called  npon  to  adjutUeate,  and  which  had  produced 
this  agitation.  If,  in  so  doing,  he  has  erred,  he  has  erred 
in  company  with  judicial  cliaracters  with  whom  any  judge 
may  be  proud  to  associate;  and  he  has  yet  to  learn  tliat 
such  an  error  would  be  a  high  ti^emeanor  in  the  sense 
of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  Judge  Peck  is 
perfectly  aware  of  the  purposes  to  be  answered  by  his 
removal,  and  is,  therefore,  not  at  all  surprised  at  the  per- 
tinacity with  which  it  has  been  sought  for  the  last  four 
years.  Whether  these  purposes  are  such  as  the  interests 
of  the  United  States  call  upon  them  to  countenance,  by 
ordering  further  proceedings  in  this  case,  is  a  question 
for  others,  not  for  Judge  Feck.  Confident  he  is,  that,  if 
he  had  been  made  of  more  pliant  materials,  and  coukl 
have  reconciled  it  to  himself  to  consult  his  repose,  rather 
than  his  sense  of  duty,  the  House  would  not  have  been 
troubled  with  this  inquiry.'?  Was  this,  sir,  a  proposition  to 
buy  off  impeachment?  Was  this  the  language  of  a  man 
crouching  under  the  charge  which  had  been  alfeged  aninat 
him?  There  was  no  attempt,  here,  to  screen  nfansdf  by 
a  bribe;  by  an  appeal  to  the  interest  of  the  honorable 
House  of  Bepresentatives.  It  was  the  langui^  of  a  man 
indignantly  asserting  his  innocence,  and  turning  upon  bis 
accuser.  It  was  no  attempt  to  buy  oiF  puiuriiment.  Let 
candid  and  honorable  men  read  and  decide  for  themselves. 
There  was  another  circumstance  which  he  felt  himself 
called  upon  to  notice  with  unspeakable  regret.  He  had 
heard  of  it  with  pain,  while  confined  to  nis  bed.  The 
respondent,  held  up,  as  he  had  been,  before  these  crowd- 
ed gaUerie^  and  tbb  assembled  multitude,  as  a  judicial 
monster;  a  pethr  provincial  tyrant;  thus  caricatured,  em- 
paled and  crucified,  befbre  this  nation,  with  these  lacetated 
feelings,  having  occasion  to  speak  to  a  pmnt  of  evidence, 
he  had  betrayed  an  emotion  with  his  trembling  hand;  a 
tear  had  started  from  hla  eye.  Was  it  wonderful  that  the 
respondent,  innocent  and  umple-hearted  as  a  child,  witii 
his  reputation  at  hazard;  with  an  aged  parent,  whose  gray 
hairs  he  did  not  wish  to  send  down  to  the  grave  with  sor- 
row, should  bare  thus  betrayed  his  feelings  on  tJie  occa- 
n<Mi?  Yet,  an  honorable  maoai^r  [Mr.  WicxLirrx]  had 
represented  him  as  shedding  feigned  tears,  crocodile  tears, 
before  this  assembly  and  vaia  nation.  Did  the  hononble 
manager  recollect  the  prosecution  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh 
by  Sir  Edward  Coke?  Did  he  remember  the  spirit  in 
which  that  prosecution  had  been  conducted?  Did  he  re- 
collect that  Sir  l^dward  Coke  had  stigioatized  that  gallant 
soldier  as  a  spider  of  hell?  l£t  him  ask  the  honorable 
manager  wluch  character  he  would  rather  bear  wHb  pos* 
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terity—that  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  or  Sir  Edward  Coke.' 
He  bad  the  pleasure  of  a  peraonal  acqiiaintuiec  witJi  the 
honorable  manager  5  he  well  knew  that  nnkindneas  and 
btrbanty  were  fer  removed  from  hb  heart  Wtiat,  then, 
but  some  unaccountable  prejudice  could  haye  Induced 
these  remarks?  Tliey  had  gone  to  the  world.  It  would 
he  ft  long  time  before  this  trial  would  go  before  the  world, 
to  correct  the  impresuons  which  the  representations  of 
honorable  managers  had  made.  He  had,  therefore,  been 
anxious  to  show  that  the  reqiondent  was  not  the  judicial 
monster  that  he  was  charged  with  being;  that  be  had  not 
violated  the  libertjr  of  the  prets;  that  he  liad  not  attempt- 
ed to  buy  off  this  impeachment!  that  he  was  amiable, 
patient,  and  forbearing,  both  as  a  man  and  a  judge,  and 
tiiat  the  epithets  appUed  to  him  had  been  the  effect 
prejudice,  of  heated  and  perverted  itna^naticms,  having 
no  KMUidation  in  bcf. 

Ut.  Wibt  was  proceeding  to  eondder  the  merits  of  the 
cuei  when,  at  the  su^^on  of  Mr.  Wxitras,  the  eaart 
■djourned. 

MoiroAT,  Jakoakt  S4< 

The  Senate  having  again  restdved  itself  into  a  Court  of 
Impeachment, 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  rose  and  s^d.  that  In  consequence  of 
a  remark  of  Mr.  Wibt  yesterday,  he  feh  himself  called 
upon  to  say,  in  substance,  that  the  publication  of  his  re- 
marks, in  opening  the  case  agunst  Judge  Peck,  had  been 
made  without  his  authority;  that  the  report  of  these  re- 
marks must  have  appeared  evidently  imperfect,  though 

Rrobably  as  perfect  a^  under  the  circumstances,  it  co^ 
avebeenj  and  that,  if  he  had  been  consulted,  he  should 
have  advised  against  the  publication. 

Mr.  WIRT  acceded  to  the  correctness  of  these  sugges- 
tions, and  appeared  to  do  so  the  more  readily  from  the 
fact  that  he  had  seen  his  own  remark^  made  on  Saturday, 
published  this  morning,  without  his  having  been  consulted 
on  the  subject.  He  added,  that  he  was  sure  that  nothing 
bad  been  said  by  the  honorable  manager  in  bis  opening 
speechi  ^  the  truth  of  which  he  hid  not  heea  eotirdv 
ntiiaed. 

TvisBAT,  JAinraBTSS. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itadf  into  a  Hif^  Court  of 
Impeachment. 

Ur.  WIRT  occupiedfourhoursinconeludtnghisspeech 
for  the  respondent.  Wit,  sarcasm,  searching  argument, 
and  impresmve  eloquence,  poured  forth  in  streams,  rivet- 
ed the  attention  and  elicited  the  admiration  of  a  crowded 
Senate-room  and  crowded  galleries  during  that  long  space 
of  time.  Whatever  mi^t  be  the  fate  of  the  respondent, 
said  the  graceful  orator,  in  subdued  and  almost  exhausted 
tones)  wnetfaer  convicted  or  acquitted,  he  should  always 
be  proud  to  take  him  by  the  band  as  ttut  noblest  of  God's 
works,  Air  bohsst  xav,  and  to  call  bim  his  msirB. 

The  ooTt  cand  Senate  tiien  adjourned. 

WEDiTEsoAr,  jAiruABr  26. 
After  tiie  ctHinderation  of  a  number  of  private  bills, 
tec.  tiie  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Court  of  Im- 
peadunenL 

Mr.  STORRS  rose  and  addressed  the  Court  in  support 
of  the  impeachment,  for  upwards  of  three  hours.  He 
tnuntoinea  the  pontion,  ^t  no  free  citiien  could  be  pun- 
idied  by  the  summary  process  of  attachment  for  a  libel  or 
contempt  against  any  court  in  a  cause  not  pen^ng  in  that 
courtt  that  such  a  power  had  never  been  exercised,  even 
by  the  courts  of  England;  that  the  diaige  against  Judge 
peck  was  wA  so  nnieh  for  subtending  Mr.  Lawless,  as  an 
attorney,  from  piaetiee  in  lus  court,  but  for  imprisoning 
him,  and  depriving  ham  of  lUs  libertv  aa  a  dtizen,  without 
iD^etmeut  and  tnal  by  jury;  Oat  fibeb  or  contemptih  fbr 


causes  not  pen^ng  in  court,  were  misdemeanor^  which 
could  only  be  punished  by  indictment  and  trial,  and  that 
the  conduct  of  Judge  t^eck  tended  to  break  down  all  the 
securities  and  guards  which  the  law  had  raised  for  Ibe  pro- 
tection of  the  liberties  of  the  American  people. 
Before  he  concluded,  the  court  adjourned. 

THcasDAT,  Jafdabt  37. 
Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  Committee  appointed  te  in- 
vestigate  the[present  condition  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, offered  tlie  following  resolution,  observing  that  the 
committee  were  unanimoud^  of  the  opinion,  that,  in  order 
to  prosecute  that  investigation  with  effect,  it  wu  neeeiaa- 
ry  that  they  should  be  empowered  to  send  tat  persons  and 
papers. 

Meaohed,  That  the  Select  Committee  appointed  to  ex- 
amine and  report  the  present  coiidition^of  the  Post  Office 
Department  have  power  to  send  for  persons  md  paper*. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  moved  the  second  reading  and  adoption 
of  the  resolution  at  this  timet  but  this  motion  requiring 
the  unanimous  assent  of  the  Senate  for  its  puaage,  aiw 
Mr.  BENTON  objecting  to  it,  tlie  resolution  lies  on  the 
t)d>le  one  day. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  submitted  the  following  resolutioB: 
Raoked,  That  the  Committee  oti  Finance  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  further  provi- 
«on  for  the  support  of^  Africans  captured  by  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  and  brought  into  the  United  States. 
TRIAL  OF  JUDGE  PECK. 
The  Senate  then  agun  resolved  itself  into  a  Court  of 
Impeachment. 

Mr.  STORRS  concluded  hisaignment  in  support  of  the 
impeachment.  Its  sequel  was  peculiarly  impressive  and 
eloquent.  One  sentiment  uttered  by  the  honorable  man- 
ager is  especially  wortliy  of  record.  He  said  the  best 
support  01  the  judiciary  was  to  be  found  in  the  affections 
of  the  people.  The  people  would  be  true  to  the  judiciary 
as  long  as  th'ey  were  true  to  themselves.  The  judiciary 
would  find  protection  with  tlie  people,  and  in  their  legis- 
Utive  halls,  until  thejr  diould  become  so  debased  as  to  be 
unworthy  of  protection.  It  was  not  by  the  usurpation  of 
an  unlawful  and  tyrannical  power,  noroy  the  exercise  of 
an  unlawful  jurisdiction,  that  they  could  expect  their  inde- 
pendence to  be  respected  or  preserved;  and  he  seemed  to 
press  this  point  so  &r  as  to  think  that  the  character,  utility, 
and  &te  of  the  judical  branch  of  the  Government  depetia- 
ed  upon  the  deosion  of  this  case. 
The  court  and  Senate  adjourned. 

Fbibat  Javdabt  38. 
The'resolutions  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.CLATrON* 
and  Mr.  LIVINGSTON,  were  severally  taken  up  and 

adopted. 

TRIAL  OF  JUDGE  PECK. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  High  Court  of 
Impeachment. 

Mr.  WIRT,  with  permission,  explained  a  remark  wluch 
be  was  understood  to  have  mode  towards  the  conduiiOD 
of  his  argument  in  favor  of  the  respondent. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  then  rose,  and  addressed  the  court 
in  an  able  ailment  in  support  of  the  bnpeadiment  Be 
declared,  that  the  usurpation  of  an  sMthori^  not  legally 
possessed  by  a  judge,  or  the  manifest  abuse  of  a  power 
really  given,  was  a  misbehavior  in  the  sense  of  the  con- 
stitution, for  which  he  should  be  dismissed  from  office. 
He  contended,  that  the  conduct  of  Judge  Peck,  in  the  case 
of  Mr.  Lawless,  was  in  express  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  ttie  laws  of  the  land)  that  the  circuuAtances  of 
that  case  were  amply  suffidcnt  to  sbov  a  criminal  inten- 
tion on  his  part  in  the  summaiy  punishment  of  Mr.  Law- 
IcH)  Uiat,  in  order  to  prove  the  cnminabty  of  his  Intention, 
it  was  not  necesMiy  to  demonstnte  an  actual^  maliolous 
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actioi),  or  m.  lurking  reTenget  Uut  the  infiiction  upon  Mr. 
LftvleM  of  «  wammuj  uu  cruel  puniahment,  for  hnvinK 
written  an  article  decorous  in  ita  bjiguj^pe,  wai  itself  su£ 
ficient  to  prore  the  badness  of  the  motivei  that  the  conse- 
quences of  the  judge's  actions  were  Indicative  of  hit  in- 
tentions; that  our  courts  had  no  right  to  punish,  as  for 
contempts,  in  a  summary  mode,  libels,  even  in  pending 
causesj  and  that,  if  he  succeeded,  as  he  believed  he  should, 
in  establishing  these  poMtions,  he  ^ould  conuder  tlfat  he 
had  a  right  to  demand  the  judgment  of  the  court  against 
the  reapondent.  The  honoraible  manager  continued  to 
address  tfae  court  for  three  hours  and  aquarteri  and  find- 
ing that  be  could  not  conclude  hii  argument  at  this  sitting, 
the  court  adjourned  till  to-msrcw. 

Satumat,  Jamvamt  39. 
DUTY  ON  IRON. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  communicated  a  memorial 
fnnn  the  mechanics  and  others^  wOTkera  in  iron,  of  the 
dt^  and  coun^  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  a  reduction 
of  the  duties  upon  importea  iron.  It  was  referred  to  the 
8et«ct  Committee,  to  whom  a  former  memMial  on  the 
iune  subjet!t  was  committed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  also  communicated  a  memo- 
rial from  BOndiy  inhabitants  of  New  Jersey,  praying  a 
diawbaek  (rf'  the  duties  on  iron,  and  other  tttida  empfoy- 
cd  in  the  buikUi^  of  American  >bipB. 

Hr.  DICKBRSON  moired  the  rtference  of  tUi  paper  to 
the  Committee  on  Manu&ctures. 

Mr.  HAYNB  suggested  that  it  more  appropriatdy  be- 
longed to  the  Committee  on  Commercei  Mid  be  auKle  a 
motion  acc^ndin^y. 

The  question  being  first  taken  on  the  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Manu&ctures,  there  appeared  ayes  12, 
noes  10. 

There  b^g  no  quorum  voting, 

Mr.  WOODBURY  called  for  uie  reading  of  the  memo- 
rial;  which  being  done, 

Hr.  HAYNE  said  he  still  thought  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  to  be  the  proper  direction  for  this  memorial. 
It  referred  to  drawbacks  on  various  articles,  and  this  con- 
sderation  would  induce  him  to  adhere  to  his  motion,  to 
rcler  it  to  that  committee. 

Hr.  DICKERSON  said  tfae  first  motion  wason  referring 
the  memcHial  to  the  Committee  on  Manubctures.  It 
deeply  involved  the  interests  of  one  of  the  most  important 
manunctures  in  the  country,  ship  building,  which,  though 
ultimately  looking  to  the  commercial,  yet  was  as  vitally 
interesting  to  the  manufacturing  concerns  of  the  country. 

A  memorial  praying  for  a  drawback  on  nails,  had  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  although  the 
subject  would  more  appropriately  come  under  the  cogni- 
sance of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  if  he  comprehended  the  views  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  ne  was  hostile  to  the  ob- 
jects of  the  memorial;  and,  therefore,  the  committee  over 
which  he  presided  was  nut  a  fit  tribunal  to  decide  on  its 
merits.  Under  that  belief,  he  [Mr.  B.]  would  invoke  to  his 
aid  a  rule  of  the  Senate,  which  he  bad  successfully  done 
on  a  former  Of»arion,  proriding  that  no  bill  or  memorial 
diould  be  committed  to  a  comn&tee  hostile  to  It.  As  far 
back  as  our  legislation  had  commenced,  it  bad  been  the 
wholesome  practice,  except  in  a  few  instances,  to  refer 
all  subjects  to  committees  deemed  favorably  disposed  to 
them,  on  the  principle  "that  a  child  should  not  be  put  out 
to  nurse  to  those  who  would  strangle  or  destroy  it,  by  re- 
fiising  it  sufficient  nourishment."  Under  the  belief,  then, 
that  the  Comndttee  on  Manufactures,  over  which  the  gen- 
tleman fitHD  New  Jeney  praided,  was  hostile  to  the 
prayer  of  the  memimat,  he  hoped  it  woidd  be  referred  to 
the  Gonmittee  on  Commerce,  where  it  would  meet  with 
a  more  flmnbk  eoniidemtion. 


Mr.  WOODBURY  admitted  thefact.  that  the  subject  of 
the  memorial  related  immediately  to  manufaeturei^  and  to 
'manufactures  tiie  most  in^ortant  to  the  country;  but  they 
were  directly  concerned  with  commerce  and,  in  the  end* 
were  vitally  mteresting  to  iL  The  memorial  should  then 
go  to  that  distinct  committee.  I^e  genUeman  from  New 
Jersey  had  made  an  allusion  to  the  memorial,*  praying  for 
a  drawback  on  nails.  He  had  and  still  thought  that  that 
memorial  had  been  very  properly  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce;  not  that  nails  were  not  manufactures, 
but  because  the  o^ect  of  tiie  memorial  was  for  the  bene, 
fit  of  the  commercial  Interest  Suppose,  [said  Mr.  W-1 
the  memorial  related  to  the  manufacture  of  cannon  and 
gunpowder,  would  it  not  be  more  appropriately  referred 
to  tfae  Military  Committee  than  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures? 

Hr.  DICKERSON  said  he  could  explain  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  wish  this  subject  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures.  It  was  becoming  the  prac- 
tice of  Ute,  whenever  a  petition  was  presented  to  the 
Senate  praying  for  the  repeal  or  reduction  of  dutiea  on 
iron,  on  woollens,  or  almost  any  other  article,  it  was  im- 
mediately sent  to  the  Committee  on  C<aimieree,  thus 
tending  to  throw  the  weight  of  these  interests  into  the 
bands  of  the  merchants  of  the  country,  to  the  exclusion 
of  a  fair  representation  of  the  views  of  the  manufac- 
turers. If  we  take  the  view  of  the  gentieman  from  New 
New  Hampshire,  [said  Mr.  D.,]  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures  will  soon  be  a  mere  nominal  com- 
mittee, shorn  of  its  influence  upon  the  action  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  KING  observed,  that  he  had  been  under  the  im- 
pression that  it  was  the  object  of  the  Congress  of  tiie 
United  States  to  give  to  every  subject  presented  to  them 
by  our  fellow-citizens  such  a  consideration  as  would  in- 
duce them  to  believe  that  the  investigation  had  been 
conducted  with  fairness  and  deliberation.  Now,  sir, 
sud  he,  if  we  refer  this  memorial  to  the  committee  on 
Manufactures — a  committee  confessedly  hostile  to  its  ob- 
jects, will  it  be  believed  by  the  memorialists  that  lh«r 
views  and  arguments  had  met  with  fur,  candid,  and  de- 
liberate examination  ?  By  our  sending  it  to  that  commit- 
tee, they  cannot  think  ouierwise  than  that  we  have  pre- 
jiulged  their  ease,  and  decided  against  it  without  giving 
It  the  slightest  consideration. 

Mr.  K.  would  not  enlarge  on  this  view  of  the  subject; 
he  would  only  leave  it  to  the  gentieman  from  New  Jer- 
sey, whether  he  believed  that  any  report  of  the  commit, 
tee,  over  which  he  presided,  would  be  favorable  to  the 
memorial,  if,  indeed,  they  reported  at  all.  Without  at 
this  time  entering  into  any  argument,  he  would  merely 
express  the  hope  ^atthe  memorial  wotild  be  referred  to 
such  a  committee  as  would  satisfy  the  memorialists  that 
the  Senate  was  disposed  to  |^ve  to  thehr  views  a  fkir  and 
candid  examination. 

Hr.  FOOT  stud  he  was  somewhat  surprised  to  bear  it 
contended  that  this  subject  belonged  excIuuveJy  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce.  The  memorial  prayed  for  a 
drawback  upon  various  articles,  classed  among  the  ma- 
nufactures of  the  country.  I'he  practice  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress  seemed,  in  any  event,  to  forbid  its  being 
sent  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  If  it  were  not 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  it  surely 
should  rather  go  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Vr.  WOODBURY  said  he  wished  to  state,  in  iUustrs. 
tion,  one  or  two  focts  that  had  occurred  to  him,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  remarks  of  the  gentieman  from  New  Jer- 
sey. The  memorial  on  the  subject  of  a  drawback  on 
nails  manufactured  from  imported  iron,  had  first  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  that  commit- 
tee had  been  ^scharged  from  its  furtiier  consideration, 
and  it  hud  been  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce}  so 
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that  all  the  memoruila  on  tbe  subject  of  drawbacks  were 
now  before  the  last  named  committee.  The  first  appli- 
catioa  for  a  reductiun  of  the  duties  on  salt  came  from  tbe 
agricultural  intereit  of  the  country,  and  the  subject  bad 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  wbo, 
years  since,  reported  the  first  bill  for  a  reduction  of  the 
duties  on  tliat  article.  How  was  it  at  this  session  of  Con- 
gress? A  bill  to  reduce  the  duty  on  a  peculiar  kind  of 
blankets,  manufactured  for  the  use  of  the  Indians,  had 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs;  be- 
cause the  measure  had  been  introduced  for  tlie  purpose 
of  relieving  that  branch  of  our  irade  from  the  burthens 
under  which  it  labored,  although,  from  the  aif;unient  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
nufactures would  have  been  the  most  proper  reference. 
This  raemorial,  then,  which  looked  solely  to  the  reliev- 
ing of  our  commerce  from  its  present  state  of  depres- 
sion, ought,  with  equal  justice,  to  be  sent  to  that  com* 
mittee  which  had  the  subject  under  its  peculiar  care. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  said  he  conceived  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  most  competent  to  decide  upon  the  subject 
in  quesUon,  and  be  hoped  it  would  be  submitted  to  that 
committee. 

Hi-.  HAYNE  observed,  that  tbe  appncation  of  the 
memoiialists  was  for  the  purpose  of  re^eving  the  ship- 
ping interest  of  tbe  United  States  from  embarrassments 
of  such  a  character  as  threatened  its  existence.  It  was 
now,  he  said,  proposed  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures,  over  which  tbe  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  presided,  who  was  confessedly  hostile  to  all 
its  objects.  Now,  he  would  aak,  would  not  such  a  re- 
ference be  consigning  it  to  the  tomb  of  all  the  Capulets? 
Iteport  after  report  had  been  made  b^  that  committee,  all 
hhowing  the  utmost  hostility  to  tbe  mterests  whose  pro> 
tection  was  prayed  for  by  the  memorial,  and  yet  the 
chairman  of  that  committee  wished  it  to  be  consigned  to 
lua  care,  for  the  purpose  of  crushing  it  at  a  blow.  He 
would  ask  if  it  was  right,  reasonable,  or  proper,  that 
this  memorial  should  be  consigned  to  a  committee  who 
had  already  predetermined  to  desti-oy  it?  The  views  of 
the  gentleman  in  relation  to  iron  manufactures  and  Iron 
mines  were  well  known;  and,  if  the  commerce  of  the 
country  depended  on  bim,  God  save  tbe  commerce!  Mr. 
H.  concluded  by  asking  for  the  yeas  and  toys  on  tbe 
question. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  he  had  entertained  no  idea  that 
this  memorial  was  to  be  sent  to  a  committee  who  could 
make  a  final  decision  upon  it  It  was  a  new  construction 
to  the  powers  of  committees.  If  the  Senate  should  not 
concur  in  the  report  of  a  committee,  they  were  not  bound 
to  accept  it.  A  committee  surely  had  no  power  to  crush 
any  thing — to  conceal  any  thing — to  destroy  any  tiling. 
Mr.  U.  sud,  he  deemed  it  proper  that  the  views  of  aU 
parties  thould  be  fiurly  developed.  He  had  no  doubt 
tbe  Committee  on  Commerce  was  fully  competent  to  pass  , 
upon  the  memorial,  but  he  conceived  that  there  were  ' 
other  interests  more  directly  involved  in  it  For  his  own 
part,  he  felt  no  ambition  to  have  charge  of  this  matter. 
Mr.  J>.  ssdd  he  thanked  the  gentleman  who  last  addressed 
the  Senate  for  the  allusion  that  delicacy  should  have  pre- 
vented him  from  asking  that  this  subject  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  wbidi  he  bad  the  honor  of 
being  chairman.  Sucb  ■  delicacy  be  mi^t  have  felt 
maiqr  yean  agot  but  that  time  bad  long  since  gone  by. 
His  delic«7  must  now  yield  to  his  du^. 

Mr.  BENTON  read  Uie  rule  of  proceedings  on  the 
subject,  and  argued  that  no  bill  or  memorial  should  be 
referred  to  a  committee  hostile  to  its  objects. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  said  he  would  not  have  addressed  the 
Senate  on  this  subject,  had  it  not  been  for  the  remark  of 
an  honorable  Senator,  [Mr.  IIitsk,]  that  the  Committee 


on  Manuftcturea  had  pre-judged  the  question  proposed 
to  be  referred  to  it  This,  as  one  of  the  members  of  the 
committee,  be  felt  bound  to  deny.  He  contended  that 
all  the  efforts  of  that  committee  bad  tended  to  tbe  pro- 
motion of  commerce  as  well  as  other  interests.  He  was 
in  favor  of  the  reference  of  this  memorial  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures,  whom  be  believed  would  make 
a  favorable  report  upoii  the'prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  that,  if  this  was  a  mere  question 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  allowing  a  drawback  on 
imported  articles  used  in  ship  building,  he  should  incline 
to  the  opinion  of  his  colleague,  that  the  most  proper  re- 
ference would  be  to  tiie  Committee  on  Commerce.  He 
should  incline  to  think,  also,  that,  in  judging  of  tbe  pro- 
priety of  the  reference  of  a  subject  to  any  particular 
committee,  die  Senate  ought  to  be  influenced  more  by 
the  purpose  for  which  the  committee  had  been  created 
than  by  the  opinions  of  its  members.  This  memorial 
[Mr.  W.  added]  came  from  a  State  not  much  interested 
in  ship  building,  and  treated  of  matters  unconnected 
with  the  subject  of  drawback.  It  had  something  to  say 
m  relation  to  internal  improvements,  and  something  to 
say  with  regard  to  the  constitutional  propriety  of  laying 
protecting  duties  on  imported  articles.  Now,  as  he  (Mr. 
W.)  wished  to  pve  to  these  other  toincs  embraced  in 
tlie  memorial  some  little  connderation*  and  as  he  bad  no 
desire  to  hear  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce  a  report 
on  tlie  subject  of  internal  improvements  and  the  Ameri- 
can system,  he  would  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  memorial  was  then  laid  on  the  table:  yeas,  19 — 
naya,  17. 

TRIAL  OF  JUDGE  FECK. 

The  Senate  then  again  resolved  itself  into  •  Court  of 

Impeachment 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  concluded  his  argument  in  support 
of  Uie  impeachment.  He  took  the  further  potttion,  that 
the  publication  of  Mr.  Lawlesi^  under  the  ngnature  of 
<  ■  A  Citizen,"  could  not,  in  ft  trial  upon  an  indictment  for 
libel,  be  established  to  be  libellous,  according  to  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  landj  that  the  paper  was,  on  its 
face,  perfectly  harmless  in  itselfj  and  that,  so  far  as  it 
went,  it  was  not  an  unfair  representation  of  the  opinion  of 
Judge  Peck.  The  honorable  manager  critically  and  le- 
gally analyzed  the  nine  last  specifications  in  the  publicsp 
tion,  to  establish  these  points.  He  then  proceeded  to  sum 
up  and  descant  upon  uie  testimony  produced  in  the  case 
before  the  Court  of  Impeachment,  in  order  to  show  tbe 
arbitrary  and  cntel  conmict  of  Judge  Peck;  and,  in  a  per- 
oration, marked  by  its  ardent  elo<^uence,  he  declared, 
that  if  this  man  escaped,  the  declaration  of  a  distinguished 
politician  of  this  country,  that  the  power  of  impeachment 
was  but  the  scarecrow  of  the  coiLotitution,  would  be  fitlly 
verified)  that  when  this  trial  commenced,  he  recoiled  with 
horror  from  the  idea  of  limiting,  and  rendering  precarioui 
and  dependent,  the  tenure  of  the  judicial  ofBcej  but  that 
Uic  acquittal  of  the  respondent  would  reconcile  him  to  that 
evil,  as  one  less  than  a  hopeless  and  remediless  submission 
to  j\idicisl  usurpation  and  tyranny,  at  least  so  far  as  re- 
spected the  inferior  courts.  God  forbid  that  the  limitation 
should  ever  be  extended  to  the  Supreme  Court!  Mercy 
to  the  respondent  would  be  cruelty  to  the  American  peo- 
ple. In  uie  name,  therefore,  of  the  people  of  tbe  United 
States,  whose  liberties  be  had  violated—in  tbe  name  of  the 
judiciary,  whose  character  he  bad  injured  and  tamithed — 
he  renKctfully  asked  of  this  hon(H«ble  court  the  convic- 
tion ot  the  respondent. 

The  argument  being  concluded  on  both  sides,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  court  then  resolved  to  meet  again 
at  13  o'clock  on  Monday  momiog  next,  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed fijrtiier  in  the  consideration  of  this  impeachment. 

Adjourned. 
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TViai    Judge  Pedt.-*Bank  of  the  Omied  Stata. 


ManATi  Jaw,  31. 

The  Senate  sgun  resoind  itMlf  into  a  Court  of  Im- 
pcachment;  and 

The  House  of  Representatirei,  with  tbeir  Oianageni  and 
the  counsel  for  the  respondent,  haviug  come  into  courts 

Mr.  TAZBW  EXL  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Raohxdy  That  tbts  court  will  now  pronounce  judpnent 
Upon  James  H.  Peck,  Judge  Of  the  District  Court  of  tiie 
United  SUtea  for  the  District  of  HiwHiri. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  observed,  that  if  there  were  one 
mraiber  of  the  court  unprepared  for  a  deonon  on  this  im- 
peachment at  this  time,  or  preferred  anjr  other  mode  of 
proceedh^  to  pronounce  judgment,  he  would  cheerfully 
withdraw  the  rcM^ution. 

No  objection  haTin|>  been  made,  the  reaidution  was  unan- 
imously adopted. 

The  names  of  the  Senatwi  were  then  called  over  bjr  the 
Secretary. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Vice*Phsidsitt,  read  the  artide  of  impeachment  tiAA- 
bited  by  the  House  of  Representatives  against  James  H. 
Peck,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for 

the  District  of  MiMouri. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  rose  and  said— 

Sexjltobs:  You  have  heard  the  article  of  impeiclitnent 
read;  you  have  beard  the  evidence  and  the  arguments  for 
and  against  the  respondent:  when  your  names  are  called, 
you  will  rise  fmrn  your  seats,  and  distinctly  pronounce 
whether  he  is  ^ilty  or  not  guilty,  as  charged  by  the  House 
uf  Representatives. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  then,  in  an  avitlihle  voice,  put 
the  following  question  to  each  of  the  Senators  in  alphu- 
betical  order: 

Mr.  Senator  :  What  say  you:  Is  James  H.  Peck, 

Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  Stales  for  the 
District  of  Uissonr,  g\iilty  or  not  guilty  of  the  hieh  mis- 
demeanor cliarged  in  the  article  of  impeachment  exhibited 
against  him  by  the  House  of  Representatives^ 

Each  Senator  rose  from  his  scat,  as  this  question  was 
propounded  to  him,  and  answered  as  follows: 

GUILTY.— Messrs.  Barnard,  Brown,  Clayton,  Dicket^ 
son,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Hayne,  Ireilell,  Kane,  King, 
livingston,  M'Kinley,  Poinde&ter,  Bobbins,  Sanford, 
Smith,  ofJkIar>land,  Smith,  of  Soutli  Carolina,  Troup,  Ty- 
ler, M'oodbury. — 31. 

NOT  GUILTY.— Messrs.  Barton,  BcJl,  Burnet,  Chase, 
Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Hendriclcs^  Holmes,  John- 
ston, Knight,  Harka,  Maudain,  Noble,  Buggies,  ficymour, 
Sibbee,  Sprague,  Tszewell,  Webster,  White,  Buggies. 
—22. 

Mr.  BiNToy  and  Hr.  Robixbom  were  excustxl  from  vot- 
ing. Mr.  Bibb,  Mr.  CiiAJiBxas,  and  Mr.  Rowak  were  ab- 
sent. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  again  rose,  and  observed— 
SasATOBs:  Twenty-one  Senators  having  voted  that  the 
respondent  is  guilty,  and  twenty-two  tlial  he  is  not  ^iltyt 
and  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  not  having  voted  for  his  con- 
viction, it  becomes  the  duty  of  tlie  Chair  to  pronounce, 
that  James  II.  Peck,  tlie  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  Digti'ict  of  Missouri,  stands  ac- 
quitted of  the  charge  exhibited  against  him  by  the  House 
of  Represent^itives. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  then  directed  the  Marulial  to 
adjourn  the  Court  of  tmpeachmeiitj  and  it  was  accord- 
ingly at^oiinied  sine  die. 


TCSSSAT,  PSB.  1. 

The  whole  of  this  day's  sitting  was  consumed  in  the  re- 
eeptiou  of  petitions  and  resolutions,  and  with  closed  doors 
on  Esecutire  bus;neaa. 


WiBlrmATt  Fia.  2. ' 
BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  B£NTON>  in  pursuance  of  notice  given  yesterday^ 
rote  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  resolution! 

Setohed  by  the  Senate  and  Hutue  of  Mprmaiothet  ef 
the  Vhiitd  Saiea  ofAntmea  in  Congrett  nurniMiffi  That 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to 
be  renewed. 

Mr,  BENTON  commenced  his  speech  in  support  of  the 
application  for  the  leave  he  was  about  to  ask,  with  a  jus. 
tification  of  himself  for  bringing  forward  the  question  of 
renewal  at  tMs  time,  when  the  cnarter  had  still  five  years 
torunj  and  bottomed  his  vindication  chiefly  on  the  right  he 
possessed,  and  the  necessity  he  wns  under  to  answer  cer- 
tain reports  of  one  of  the  committees  of  the  Senate, 
made  in  opposition  to  certain  resolutions  relative  to  the 
bank,  which  be  had  submitted  to  the  Senate  at  former  ses- 
sions, and  which  reports  he  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
answering.  He  said  it  had  been  his  fortune,  or  chance, 
some  three  years  ago,  to  submit  a  resolution  in  relation  to 
the  undrawn  balances  of  pubGc  money  in  the  hands  cf 
the  bank,  and  to  accompany  it  with  tome  poor  remarks 
unfavorable  implication  to  the  future  existence  of  that  in- 
stitution. My  resolution  [said  Hr.  U.]  was  referred  to 
tite  Committee  on  Finance,  who  made  a  report  decidedly 
adverse  to  all  my  views,  and  eminently  &vorable  to  the 
bank,  both  as  a  present  and  future  institution.  This  re< 
port  came  in  on  the  ISth  of  May,  just  fourteen  days  before 
the  conclunon  of  a  nx  months*  session,  when  all  was  hur> 
ry  and  precipitation  to  terminate  the  business  on  hand, 
and  when  there  was  not  the  least  chance  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  in  the  consideration  of  any  new 
subject.  The  report  was,  therefore,  laid  upon  the  table 
unanswered,  but  was  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate,  and 
(hat  in  extra  numbers,  and  widely  diffused  over  the  coun- 
try by  means  of  the  newspaper  press.  At  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  next  session,  it  being  irregular  to  call  fer  the 
consideration  of  the  past  report,  I  was  under  the  necessi- 
ty to  begin  anew,  and  accordingly  submitted  my  resolu>  , 
tion  a  second  time,  and  that  quite  eariy  in  the  sessionj  say 
on  the  first  day  of  January.  It  was  my  wish  and  request 
that  this  resolution  might  be  discussed  in  the  Senate,  but 
the  sentiment  of  the  majority*  was  different,  and  a  second 
reference  of  it  was  made  to  the  Finance  Committee.  A 
second  report  of  the  same  purport  widi  the  first  was  a 
matter  of  course;  but  what  did  not  seem  tome  to  be  a 
matter  of  course  was  thist  that  this  second  report  should 
not  come  in  until  the  20th  dav  of  Fel>ru«ry,  just  fourteen 
dty-B  again  before  the  end  of  the  sesMon,  fur  it  was  then 
the  short  session,  and  the  Senate  as  much  pinched  as  be- 
fore for  time  to  finish  the  buriness  on  hand.  No  answer 
could  be  made  to  it,  but  the  report  was  printed,  with  the 
former  report  appended  to  itt  and  tbui^  united  like  tiie 
Siamese  twins,  and  with  tlie  apparent,  but  .not  real  sanc- 
tion of  the  Senate,  they  went  forth  together  to  make  the 
tour  of  the  Union  in  the  columns  of  the  newspaper  press. 
Thus,  I  was  a  second  time  out  of  court;  a  second  time 
non-suited  for  want  of  a  replication,  when  there  was  no 
time  to  file  one.  I  had  intended  to  begin  de  nan,  and  for 
the  thtfd  time,  at  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  sesMoni  hot, 
liappily,'  was  anticipated  and  prevented  by  the  annual  mes- 
sage of  the  new  Prendent,  [General  Jacksou,]  which 
brought  Uiis  question  of  renewing  the  bank  charter  di- 
rectly before  Congress.  A  reference  of  this  part  of  the 
message  was  made,  of  course,  to  the  Finance  Committeet 
the  committee,  of  coiuw,  again  reported,  and  with  in- 
creased ardor,  in  favor  of  the  bank.  Unhappily  this  third 
report,  wluch  was  an  ampltficrdion  and  reiteration  of  the 
two  former,  ctid  not  come  in  until  the  aesMon  was  four 
months  advanced,  and  when  the  time  of  the  Senate  bad 
become  engrossed,  and  its  attention  absorbed,  by  the  mi- 
merout  and  important  subjects  whidi  tuul  accumulated 
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upon  the  calendar.  Printinff  in  eitni  numbers,  general 
circulation  througii  the  newspaper  press,  and  no  answer, 
was  the  cataatrophe  of  this  third  reference  to  the  finance 
Comniittee.  Thus  was  I  non-suited  for  the  tlurd  time. 
The  fourth  sesnon  baa  now  come  round}  the  same  subject 
is  agun  before  the  same  eoauDtttee  on  the  reference  of 
the  part  of  the  Picndent's  second  annual  message  which 
relates  to  the  bankt  and,  doubtless,  a  fourth  report  of  the 
nme  import  with  the  three  preceding  ones,  may  be  ex- 
pected. But  when^  is  the  ijuestion.  And,  as  I  cannot 
answer  that  question,  aod  the  seswon  is  now  two-tliirds 
advanced,  and  as  I  have  no  dipoutioa  to  be  6utoiF  for  the 
fiHirth  time,  I  have  thot^t  proper  to  create  an  occasion 
to  deliver  my  own  sentiments,  by  asking-  leave  to  intro- 
duce n  joint  resolution,  adverse  to  tlte  tenor  of  *  all  the  re- 
ports, and  to  give  my  reasons  against  them,  while  support- 
")g  niy  application  for  the  leave  demanded;  a  course  of 
proceeding  which  is  just  to  myself,  and  unjust  to  no  one, 
since  all  are  at  liberty  to  answer  me.  These  are  my  per- 
sonal reasons  for  this  step,  and  a  part  of  my  answer  to  the 
objection  that  I  have  begun  too  soon.  The  conduct  of 
the  bank,  and  its  friendh  constitutes  the  second  branch  of 
my  justification.  Itis  certainly  not  *'too  soon"  for  them, 
judging  by  their  conduct,  to  engage  in  the  question  of 
renewing  the  bank  cliarter.  In  and  out  of  Congress, 
they  all  seem  to  be  of  one  accord  on  this  point.  Three 
reports  of  committees  in  the  Senate,  and  one  from  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives,  have  been  made 
in  Ihror  of  the  renewali  and  all  these  reports,  instead  of 
IxAng  laid  away  for  future  use — instead  or  bein;  stuck  in 
pigeon  holes,  and  labeled  for  future  attention,  as  tlungs 
coming  ftnlh  prematurely,  and  not  wanted  for  present 
service — have,  on  the  contrary,  been  universally  received 
by  the  bank  and  its  friends,  in  one  great  tempest  of  ap- 
plause) greeted  with  every  species  of  acclamation!  re- 
printed in  most  of  the  papers,  and  every  effort  made  to 
give  the  widest  diffusion,  and  the  highest  effect,  to  the  ar- 
guments they  contain.  In  addition  to  this,  and  at  the  pre- 
sent seanoo,  within  a  few  days  past,  three  thousand  copies 
of  tiie  eq»odtion  of  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  have  been 

Srinted  by  <wder  of  the  two  Houses,  a  thing  never  before 
one,  and  now  intended  to  blazon  the  merits  of  the  bank. 
[Mr.  SviTH,  of  Maryland,  here  expressed  some  dissent  to 
this  statement;  but  Mr.  B.  affirmed  its  correctness  in  sub- 
stance if  not  to  the  lettet^  and  continued.^}  This  does 
not  look  as  if  die  bank  advocates  thought  it  was  too  aoon 
to  discuss  the  question  of  renewing  the  cliarter;  and,  upon 
this  exibition  of  their  sentiments,  I  shall  rest  the  assertion 
and  the  proof,  that  they  do  not  think  so.  The  third 
branch  or  my  justification  rests  upon  a  sense  of  public 
duty;  upon  a  sense  of  what  is  just  and  advantageous  to 
the  people  in  general,  and  to  the  debtors  and  stockhtdders 
of  the  bank  in  particular.  The  renewal  of  the  charter  is 
»  question  which  concerns  the  people  at  htrge;  and  if  the^ 
are  to  have  any  hand  in  the  deciuon  of  this  question — if 
they  are  even  to  know  what  is  done  before  it  is  done,  it  is 
high  time  that  they  and  their  Representatives  in  Congress 
should  understand  each  other's  mind  upon  it.  The  charter 
has  but  five  years  to  run;  and  if  renewed  at  all,  will  pro- 
bably be  at  some  short  period,  say  two  or  three  years, 
before  the  time  is  out,  and  at  any  time  sooner  that  a  chance 
can  be  seen  to  gallop  the  renewal  through  Conffrcss. 
The  people,  therefore,  have  no  time  to  lose,  if  they-mean 
to  have  any  hand  in  the  decision  of  tUs  great  question. 
To  the  bank  itself,  it  must  be  advantageous,  at  least,  if 
not  de«rable,  to  know  its  fate  at  once,  uiat  it  may  avoid, 
(if  there  is  to  be  no  renewal,)  the  trouble  and  expense  of 
multiplying  branches  upon  the  eve  of  dissolution,  and  the 
risk  and  inconvenience  of  extending  loans  beyond  the 
term  of  its  enatenee.  To  the  (tebtors  upon  mortgages,  and 
indefinite  aceommodationa^  it  must  be  also  sdvanti^ou^ 
if  not  denrable,  to  be  notified  in  advance  of  the  end  criT 
tfacir  indulgences:  so  that,  to  ereiy  intere^  pnbBe  and 


Sirivate,  political  and  pecuraary,  general  and  particular, 
iill  (UscuB»on,  and  seasonable  deciuon,  is  just  and  proper. 

I  hold  myself  justified,  Mr.  President,  upon  the  reasons 
given,  for  proceeding  in  my  present  ap|wcationt  but,  at 
example  is  sometimes  man  authoritative  than  reuon,  I 
will  take  the  liberty  to  produce  one,  which  is  as  high  in 
point  of  autoori^  as  it  ia  appropriate  in  point  of  applica- 
tion, and  whi^  happens  to  fit  Uie  case  before  the  Senate 
as  completely  as  if  it  had  been  made  for  it.  I  speak  of 
what  baa  lately  been  done  in  the  Parliament  of  foeat  Bri- 
tain. It  so  happens,  that  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
England  is  to  expire,  upon  its  own  limitation,  neariy  about 
the  same  time  with  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  namely,  in  tiie  year  1833;  and  as  far  back  as  1834> 
no  less  than  nine  years  before  its  expiration,  the  question 
of  its  renewal  was  debated,  and  that  with  great  freedom, 
in  the  British  House  of  Commons.  I  will  read  some  ex- 
tracts from  that  debate,  as  the  Surest  way  of  presenting 
the  example  to  the  Senate,  and  the  most  enectiul  owde  m 
securing  to  myself  the  advantage  of  the  sentiineBlB  ex- 
pressed by  Bntiih  statesmen. 

[the  KXTKiCTS.] 

Sir  Heni^  Pamell. — "  The  House  should  no  longer  de- 
lay to  turn  its  attentipn  to  the  expediency  of  reneannK 
the  diarter  of  the  Bank  of  England.  Heretofore,  it  had 
been  the  regular  custom  to  renew  the  charter  several 
years  before  the  existing  charter  had  expired.  The  last 
renewal  was  made  when  the  existing  charter  had  eleven 
years  to  run:  the  present  charter  had  nine  years  only  tu 
continue,  and  he  felt  very  anxious  to  prevent  the  making 
of  any  agreement  between  the  Government  and  the  bank 
fbr  a  renewal,  without  a  full  examination  of  the  policy  of 
again  conferring  upon  the  bank  of  England  any  exclusive 
privilege.  The  praictioe  had  been  for  Government  to  make 
a  secret  arrangement  with  the  Bank;  to  submit  it  imme- 
diately to  the  proprietors  of  the  bank  for  their  approba- 
tion, and  to  call  upon  the  House  the  next  day  to  confirm 
it,  without  affording  any  opportunity  of  fsir  deliberation. 
So  much  information  bad  been  obtuned  upon  the  banking 
trade,  and  upon  the  nature  of  current  in  the  last  fifteen 
years,  that  it'was  particularly  necessary  to  enter  upon  a 
full  investigation  of  the  policy  of  renewing  the  bank  char- 
ter before  any  negotiation  should  b«  entered  upon  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  bank}  and  he  trusted  the 
Government  would  not  commence  any  such  negotiation 
tmtil  the  sense  of  Parliament  had  been  taken  on  thia  im- 
portant si^ject." 

**  Mr.  Hume  sud  it  was  (f  very  great  unportance  that 
bia  majestjr**  ministers  should  tske  immediate  steps  to 
free  themselves  from  the  trammelk  in  vhidi  they  bad  Img 
been  held  by  the  bank.    As  the  interest  of  money  was 
now  neariy  on  a  level  with  what  it  was  when  the  bank 
lent  a  lat^  sum  to  Government,  he  hoped  the  .Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  would  not  listen  to  any  applica- 
tion for  a  renewal  of  the  bank  charter,  but  would  pay  off 
every  shilfing  that  had  been  borrowed  from  the  bank. 
••••*•  Let  the  country  gentlemen  rec<^leot 

that  the  bank  was  now  acting  as  pawn-broker  on  a  large 
scale,  and  lending  money  on  estates,  a  entirely 
contrary  to  the  original  intention  of  that  institution. 
••••••    He  hoped,  before  the  expiration  of 

the  charter,  that  'a  regular  inquiry  would  be  made  into 
the  whole  subject." 

Mr.  Edward  Ellice.  «« It  (the  Bank  of  Eng^nd)  is  a 
great  monopolizing  body,  enjoying  privileges  which 
belonged  to  no  otlwr  corporation,  and  no  other  class  of 
his  ni^es^*s  subjects.  He  hoped 

that  the  exclusive  charter  would  never  again  be  grant- 
ed; and  |that  the  conduct  of  the  bank  during  the  last 
ten  or  twelve  years  would  make  Government  very  cau- 
tious how  tiiey  entertuned  any  such  jnropoutioM.  Hw 
right  honwible  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  [Mr.  Rob- 
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inson]  bad  protested  against  the  idea  of  straininj^  any  be  apparent  to  all  who  will  reflect  upon  the  |fre«t  priv> 


point  to  the  prejudice  the  bank;  he  tliou^ht,  how- 
ever, that  the  bank  had  very  Ultle  to  complain  of,  when 
their  stock,  after  all  their  past  profits,  was  at  238." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Kxchequer  "  deprecated  the 
diicuauim,  as  leading  tn  no  practical  result." 

Mr.  Alexander  Barings  *<  objected  to  it  as  premature 
and  unnecessary." 

Sir  ■William  Pulteney  (in  another  debate.)  "The  pre- 
judices in  favor  of  the  present  bank  have  proceeded 
from  the  long^  habit  of  considering  it  as  a  sort  ef  pillar 
which  nothing  can  shake.   ••••••   The  bank 

has  been  supported,  and  is  still  supported,  by  the  fear 
and  terror  oi  which,  by  means  of  ita  monopoly,  it  has 
had  the  power  to  inspire.    It  is  well  known,  that  there 
is  bardlj  an  extensive  trader,  a  manufiicturer,  or  a  bank- 
er, either  in  London,  or  at  a  distance  from  it,  to  whom  the 
bank  could  not  do  a  serious  injur^t;  and  could  often 
bring*  on  even  insolvency.    ••••••    j  consi- 
der the  power  ^ven      the  monopoly  to  be  of  the  na- 
ture of  all  other  despotic  power,  which  corrupts  the  des- 
pot as  much  as  it  corrupts  the  stare.  •»•••• 

It  is  in  the  nature  of  man,  that  a  monopoly  must  neces- 
sarily be  ill-condwcted.    *•••••  whatever 

language  the  [private]  bankers  may  feel  themselves 
obliged  to  hold,  yet  no  one  can  believe  that  they  have 
any  satisfaction  m  being,  and  continuing,  under  a  domin- 
ion which  has  proved  so  grievous  and  ao  disastrous.  '  * 
*  *  *  '  1  can  never,  believe  that  the  merchants  and 
bankers  of  this  country  will  prove  unwilling  to  emanci- 
'pate  themselves,  if  they  can  do  it  without  risking  the  re- 
sentment of  the  bank.  No  man  in  France  was  heard  to 
complain,  openly,  of  the  Basttle  while  it  existed.  The 
merchantfi  and  bankers  of  this  country  have  the  blood  of 
EngUslimen,  and  will  be  happy  to  relieve  themselves 
from  ■  aituatian  of  perpetual  tenw,  if  they  could  do  it 
eonnstently  with  a  due  regard  to  their  own  ietereat." 

liere  is  autttority  added  to  reason— -tlie  fhrce  of  a  great 
example'  added  to  the  weight  of  unanswerable  reasons, 
in  favor  of  early  discussion}  so  tliat,  1  trust,  I  have  ef- 
fectually pat  aside  that  old  and  convenient  objection  to 
the  **time;"  that  most  flexible  and  accommodating  ob- 
jection, which  applies  to  all  sea-wns,  jind  all  subjects,  and 
is  just  as  avulable  for  cutting  off  a  late  debate,  because 
it  is  too  late,  as  it  is  for  stifling  an  early  one,  because  it 
is  too  e«riy. 

But;  it  is  said  that  the  debate       injure  tlie  stockhold- 
ers; that  it  depreciates  the  value  of  their  property,  and 
that  it  is  wrong  to  sport  with  the  vested  rights  of  individ- 
uals. This  complaint,  supposing  it  to  come  from  the  stock- 
holders themselves,  is  both  absurd  and  imgrateful.    It  is 
absurd,  because  the  stockholders,  at  least  so  many  of 
them  as  are  not  foreigners,  must  have  known  when  they 
:iccepted  a  charter  of  limited  duration,  that  the  approach 
of  its  expiration  would  renew  the  debate  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  its  ejdstence;  that  every  utizen  had  a  right; 
and  every  pub^  man  was  under  an  obligadon,  to  declare 
im  sentiments  freely;  tliat  there  was  nodiing  in  the  char- 
ter,  numerous  as  its  peculiar  privileges  were,  to  exempt 
the  hank  from  tliat  freedom  of  speech  and  writing,  which 
extends  to  all  our  public  aflairii;  and  tlmt  the  charter  was 
not  to  be  renewed  here,  as  the  Bank  of  England  charter 
had  formerly  been  renewed,  by  a  private  arrangement 
among  its  friends,  suddenly  produced  in  Congress,  and 
galloped  through  without  the  knowledge  of  Uie  coim- 
try.     The  Amtrican  part  of  the  stockholders  (for  I 
would  not  reply  to  the  complaints  of  the  foreigners) 
must  have  known  all  this;  and  known  it  when  tliey  ac- 
cepted the  charter-  They  acceptedit,  subject  to  thb  known 
consequence;  and,  therefore,  the  complaint  about  injur- 
ing their  property  is  absurd.   That  it  is  ungrateful,  must 
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leges  which  these  stockholdei-s  will  have  enjoyed  fur 
twenty  years,  and  the  large  profits  they  have  already  de- 
rived from  their  charter.  I'hey  have  been  dividing  se- 
ven per  cent,  per  annum,  unless  when  prevented  by  their 
own  raismanagementt  and  have  lud  up  a  real  estate  of 
three  millions  of  dollars  for  future  diviuoni  and  the  mo- 
ney which  has  done  these  handsome  tlungs,  instead  of 
being  diminished  or  impaired  in  the  process,  is  still  worth 
largely  upwards  of  one  hundred  cents  to  the  dollar:  say, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  cents.  For  the  peculiar 
privileges  which  enabled  them  to  make  these  prolit^  the 
stockliolders  ought  to  be  grateful;  but,  like  all  persons 
who  have  been  hig^ily  favored  with  undue  benefits,  they 
mistake  a  privilege  for  a  right — a  &.VOT  for  a  duty — and 
resent,  as  an  attack  upon  th«r  proper^,  a  refusal  to  pro- 
long theirundue  advantages.  There  is  DO  ground  for  these 
complaints,  but  for  thanks  and  benedictions  rather,  for 
permitting  the  bank  to  live  out  its  numbered  days!  That 
institution  has  forfeited  its  charter.  It  may  be  shut  up 
at  any  hour,  tt  lives  from  day  to  day  by  the  indulgence 
of  those  whom  it  daily  attacks;  and,  if  any  one  is  igno- 
rant of  this  fact,  let  him  look  at  the  case  of  the  Bank  of 
the  Uiuted  States  against  Owens  and  others,  decided  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  reported  in  the  2d  Peter«. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  read  a  part  of  this  oase,  showing  that  it 
was  a  case  of  usuiy  at  the  rate  of  forty-six  per  cent  and 
that  Mr.  Serjeant,  counsel  for  the  bank,  resisted  the  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court,  upon  tlie  ground  that  it 
would  expose  the  charter  of  the  bank  to  forfeiture;  and 
that  the  decision  was,  nevertlieless,  given  upon  that 
ground;  so  that  the  bank,  being  convicted  of  taking  usu- 
ly,  in  violation  of  its  charter,  was  liable  to  be  deprived 
of  its  charter,  at  any  time  tliat  a  scire  fadta  should  issue 
against  it.] 

Ur.  B.  resumed.  Before  I  proceed  to  the  considera^ 
tion  of  the  resolution,  I  wish  to  be  indulged  in  advettinK 
to  a  rule  or  principle  of  parliamentary  practice,  whvm 
it  is  only  necessary  to  read  now  in  order  to  avoid  Ute  pos- 
sibility of  any  necessity  for  recurring  to  it  hereafter.  It 
is  the  rule  which  forbids  any  member  to  be  present — 
which,  in  fact,  requires  him  to  withdraw — during  the 
discussion  of  any  question  in  which  his  private  interest 
may  be  concerned;  and  authorizes  tlie  expurgation  from 
the  Journal  of  any  vote  which  may  liave  been  given  un- 
der the  predicament  of  an  interested  motive.  I  demand 
that  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Senate  may  read  the  rule  to 
which  I  allude. 
[The  Secretary  read  the  following  rule:] 
"Where  the  private  interests  of  a  member  arc  con- 
cerned in  a  bill  or  question,  he  is  to  withdraw.  And 
where  such  an  interest  has  appeared,  his  voice  has  been 
disallowed,  even  after  a  division.  In  a  case  so  contrary, 
not  only  to  the  laws  of  decency,  but  to  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  sodal  compact,  which  denies  to  *ay  man 
to  be  a  judge  in  his  own  cause,  it  is  for  the  bonw  of  the 
House  uiat  this  rule,  of  immemorial  observance,  should 
be  strictly  adhered  to." 

First:  Mr.  President,  I  object  to  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  because  I  look 
upon  the  bank  as  an  institution  too  sp^eut  and  pow- 
erful to  be  tolerated  in  a  Government  of  free  and  equal 
laws.  Its  power  is  that  of  a  pursc{  a  power  more  potent 
than  that  of  the  sword;  and  this  power  it  possesses  to  a 
degree  and  extent  that  will  enable  this  bank  to  dimv  to 
itself  too  much  of  the  political  power  of  this  CTnim;  and 
too  much  of  the  individual  property  of  the  atizens  of 
these  States.  'I'he  money  power  of  the  bank  is  both  di- 
rect and  indirect. 

[The  Vies  PauiDSKT  here  intimated  to  Mr.  B.  that 
he  was  out  of  order,  and  had  not  a  right  to  go  into  the 
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merits  of  tlte  bank  upon  the  motion  upon  which  he  had 
made.  Mr.  B.  beg^d  pardon  of  the  Vice  President, 
and  re^ectfully  insisted  that  he  was  in  order,  and  had  a 
right  to  proceed.  11c  said  he  was  proceeding  upon  the 
parliamentary  rule  of  asking-  leave  to  bring  in  a  joint  re- 
solution,  and,  in  doing  which,  he  had  a  right  to  xtatc  his 
reasons,  which  reasons  constituted  his  speechf  that  the 
motion  was  debateable,  and  the  whole  Senate  might  an- 
swer him.  1*be  Vice  PiisioEirr  then  directed  Mr.  B.  to 
proceed.] 

Mr.  B.  resumed.    The  direct  power  of  the  bank  is 
now  prodigious,  and,  in  the  event  of  the  renewal  of  the 
charter,  must  speedily  become  boundless  and  uncontrol- 
lable.   The  bank  is  now  authorized  to  own  eiFects,  lands 
inclusive,  to  the  amotmt  of  fifty-five  millions  of  dollars, 
and  to  issue  notes  to  the  amount  of  thirty-five  millions 
more.    This  makes  ninety  millions;  and,  in  addition  to 
this  %-ast  sum,  there  is  an  opening  for  an  unUmited  in- 
crease: for,  there  is  a  dispensation  in  the  charter  to  issue 
as  many  more  notea  a*  Congress,  by  law,  may  permit. 
'I'his  opens  tlie  door  to  boundless  emissions;  for  what  can 
be  more  unbounded  than  the  will  and  pleasure  of  suc- 
cesuve  Congresses^    The  indirect  power  of  the  bank 
cannot  be  stated  in  figures;  but  it  can  be  shown  to  be 
immense.    In  the  first  place,  it  has  the  keeping  of  the 
public  moneys,  now  amounting  to  twenty-ux  tnilliooaper 
annum,  (the  Post  Office  Department  included,)  and  the 
gratuitous  use  of  the  undrawn  balances,  large  enough  to 
constitute,  in  themselves,  the  capital  of  a  great  State 
bank.    In  the  next  place,  its  promissory  notes  are  rc- 
ceiruble,  by  law,  in  purchase  of  all  property  owned  by 
the  United  States,  and  in  payment  of  all  debts  due  them; 
and  this  may  increase  its  power  to  the  amount  of  the  an- 
nual revenue,  by  creating  a  demand  for  its  notes  to  tliat 
amount.    In  thie  third  place,  it  wean  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  and  has  the  Federal  Gnvemment  for  a 
partner;  and  this  name,  and  this  partnership,  identifies 
the  crecfit  of  the  bank  wHh  the  credit  of  the  Union.  In 
the  fourth  place,  it  is  armed  wth  authority  to  disparage 
and  discrec^t  the  notes  of  other  banks,  by  excluding 
them  from  all  payments  to  the  United  States;  and  this, 
added  to  all  its  other  powers,  direct  and  indirect,  makes 
this  institution  the  uncontrollable  monarch  of  the  mo- 
neyed system  of  the  Union.    To  whom  is  all  this  power 
granted?   To  a  company  of  private  individuals,  many  of 
them  foreigners,  and  the  maas  of  them  residing  in  a  re- 
mote and  narrow  comer  of  the  Union,  unconnected  by  any 
bympathy  with  the  fertile  regions  of  the  Great  Valley,  in 
which  the  natural  power  of  this  Union — the  power  of 
numbers — will  be  found  to  reside  long  before  the  re- 
newed term  of  a  second  charter  would  expire.    By  whom 
is  all  this  power  to  be  exercised^     By  a  directory  of 
seven,  (it  may  be,)  governed  by  a  maiority,  of  four, 
may  be;)  and  none  of  these  elected  by  the  ])eopIe,  or 
responsible  to  them.    Where  is  it  to  be  csercised?  At 
a  single  city,  distant  a  thousand  miles  from  some  of 
the  States,  receiving  the  produce  of  none  of  them  (ex- 
cept one;)  no  interest  in  the  wel&re  of  any  of  them 
(except  one;)  no  commerce  with  the  people;  with 
branches  in  every  State;  and  every  branch  subject  to 
the  secret  and  absolute  orders  of  the  supreme  central 
htead:  thus  constiUiting  a  system  of  centralism,  hostile 
to  the  federative  principle  of  our  Union,  encroaching 
upon  the  wealth  and  power  of  the  States,  and  oi:gaiiiied 
upon  a  principle  to  give  the  highest  effect  to  the  greatest 
power.    This  mass  of  power,  tlius  concentrated,  thus 
lunified,  and  thus  directed,  must  necessarily  become, 
under  a  prolonged  existence,  the  absolute  monopolist  of 
American  money,  the  sole  manufacturer  of  paper  cur- 
rency, and  the  sole  authority  (for  authority  it  will  be)  to 
which  the  Federal  Government,  the  State  Govennhents, 


the  great  cities,  corporate  bodies,  merchants,  traders, 
and  cveiy  pi-ivate  citizen,  must,  of  necessity  apply,  for 
every  loan  which  their  exigencies  may  demand.  "The 
rich  rtdeth  the  poor,  and  the  borrower  is  the  servant  of 
the  lender."  Such  are  the  the  words  of  holy  writ;  and 
if  the  authority  of  the  Bible  admitted  or  corrobora- 
tion, tlie  history  of  the  world  is  at  hand  to  give  it.  But 
I  will  not  cite  the  history  of  the  worid,  but  one  eminent 
example  dniy,  and  tliat  of  a  nature  so  high  and  command- 
ing, as  to  include  all  others;  and  so  near  and  recent,  as 
to  be  directly  applic:ible  to  our  own  situation.  I  speak 
of  what  happened  in  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  1795, 
when  the  Bank  of  England,  by  a  brief  and  unceremoni- 
ous letter  to  Mr.  Pitt,  such  as  a  miser  would  write  to  a 
prodigal  in  a  pinch,  gave  the  proof  of  what  a  great  mo- 
neyed power  could  do,  and  would  do,  to  promote  its 
own  interest,  in  a  crisis  of  national  alarm  and  difficulty. 
I  wilt  read  the  letter.  It  is  eiceedingly  short;  for  after 
tl»e  compliment!)  are  omitted,  there  are  but  three  lines  of 
it.  It  is,  in  fact,  about  as  long  as  a  sentence  of  execu- 
tion, leaving  out  the  prayer  of  the  judge.  It  runs  thus: 
'  It  is  the  wish  of  the  Court  of  Directors  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  would  settle  his  arrangements  of 
finances  for  the  pre^tcnt  year,  in  such  manner  as  not  to 
depend  upon  any  further  assistance  from  them,  beyond 
what  is  already  ngrced  for." 

Such  were  the  words  of  this  memorable  note,  suffi- 
ciently explicit  and  intelligible;  but  to  appreciate  it  fully, 
we  must  know  what  was  the  condition  of  Great  Britain  at 
that  time?    Remember  it  was  the  year  1795,  and  the  be* 
ginning  of  that  year,  than  which  a  more  portentwis  one 
never  opened  upon  the  British  empire.  The  war  with  the 
French  republic  had  been  raging  for  two  years;  SpMnhad 
just  decUred  war  agunst  Great  Britain;  Irehind  was  burst- 
ing into  rebellion;  the  fleet  in  the  Nore  was  in  open  mu- 
tiny; and  a  cry  for  the  reform  of  abuses,  and  the  reduc- 
tion ortaxe%  resounded  through  Uie  land.  It  was  a  season 
of  alarm  and  consternation,  and  of  imminent  actual  danger 
to  Great  Britain;  and  this  was  the  moment  which  the  Bank 
selected  to  notify  the  minister  that  no  inore  louia  were  to 
be  expected!  What  was  the  effect  of  this  notification?  It 
was  to  paralyze  the  Government,  and  to  subdue  the  min- 
ister to  the  purposes  of  the  bank.  From  that  day  forth 
Mr.  Pitt  became  the  minister  of  the  bank;  and,  before 
two  years  were  out,  he  had  succeeded  in  bringing  all  the  de- 
partments of  Government,  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  and 
the  Privy  Council,  to  his  own  slavisli  cosditlon.  He  stopped 
the  specie  payments  of  the  bank,  and  made  its  notes  the 
lawful  currency  of  the  land.    In  1797  he  obtwned  an  or- 
der  in  cotmcil  for  tliis  purpose;  in  the  same  year  an  act  of 
Parliament  to  confirm  the  order  for  a  month,  and  after- 
wards a  series  of  acts  to  continue  it  for  twenty  years.  This 
was  the  reign  of  the  bank.    For  twenty  years  it  was  a. 
dominant  power  in  England,  and,  during  that  disastrous 
period,  the  public  debt  was  increased  about  je400,000,000 
sterling,  equal  nearly  to  two  thousand  millions  of  dollars, 
and  that  by  paper  loans  from  a  bank  Which,  according  to 
its  own  declarations,  had  not  a  shilling  to  lend  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  period!  1  omit  the  rest.   I  say  nothin^r 
of  the  general  subjugation  of  the  country  banks,  tlie  rise 
in  the  price  of  food,  the  decline  in  wages,  the  increase  of 
crimes  and  taxes,  the  multiplication  of  lords  and  beggars, 
and  the  frightful  demoralization  of  society.  I  omit  all  this. 
I  only  seize  the  prominent  figure  in  the  picture,  that  of  a 
Government  arrested  in  the  midst  of  war  and  danjSfer  by 
the  veto  of  a  moneyed  corporation;  and  only  permitted  to 
go  on  upon  condition  of  as-suming  the  odium  of  stopping 
specie  payments,  and  sustaining  the  promissory  notes  of 
an  insolvent  bank,  as  the  lawful  currency  of  the  land. 
This  single  figui  e  suffices  to  fix  the  character  of  the  times; 
for  when  the  Government  becomes  the  "  servant  of  the 
lender,"  the  people  themselves  become  its  slaves.  Cannot 
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the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  if  re-ebarteFedt  act  in  the 
same  way?  It  certainly  can,  and  just  as  certunly  will, 
when  titnc  and  opportunity  shall  serve,  and  interest  may 
prompt.  It  is  to  no  purpose  that  ^ndemen  may  come 
ibrBrard,  and  vaunt  the  cbaracter  of  the  United  SbUes' 
Bank,  and  pnclum  it  too  Just  and  merdful  to  oppress 
the  State.  I  must  be  peraUtted  to  reputUate  both  the 
pled^  and  the  praise.  The  security  is  insufficient,  and 
the  encomium  belongs  to  Constantinople.  There  were 
enou^  such  in  the  British  Parliament  the  year  before, 
nay,  the  day  before  the  bank  stopped;  yet  tlicir  pledges 
and  praises  neither  prevented  the  stoppag«,  nor  made 
good  the  damage  that  ensued.  There  were  gentlemen  in 
our  Congress  to  pledge  themselves  in  1810  for  the  then 
expiring  bank,  of  which  the  one  now  essting  is  a  second 
and  deteriorated  editioni  and  if  their  securityship  had 
been  accepted,  and  the  old  bank  re^chartered,  we  should 
hftve  seen  this  Government  greeted  with  a  note,  about  Au* 
Ifust,  1814 — about  the  time  the  British  were  burning  this 
Cftpitol — of  the  same  tenor  with  the  one  received  by  the 
youitfer  Pitt  in  the  year  1795;  for,  it  is  incontestable,  that 
that  bank  was  owned  by  men  who  would  have  glorified 
in  arresting  the  Oovemment,  and  the  war  itself,  for  want 
of  money.  Happily,  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  Jef> 
ferson,  under  the  providence  of  God,  prevented  that  in- 
&my  and  ruin,  by  preventing  the  renewal  of  the  old  bank 
<:harter. 

Secondly.  I  object  to  the  continuance  of  this  bank,  be- 
cause its  tendencies  are  dangerous  and  pernicious  to  the 
Government  and  the  people. 

What  are  the  teuiencies  of  a  great  moneyed  power, 
connected  with  tiie  Government,  and  controlhng  its  fiscal 
operations?  Are  tbey  not  dangerous  to  every  interest, 
public  and  private — political  as  welt  as  pecuniary?  I  say 
they  are;  and  briefly  enumerate  the  beads  of  each  mis- 
chief. 

1.  Such  a  bank  tends  to  subjugate  the  Government,  as 
I  hare  already  ^wn  in  the  lustory  of  what  happened  to 
the  British  minister  in  the  year  1795. 

3.  It  tends  to  coUunons  between  the  Government  and 
the  bank  in  the  terms  of  the  loans,  as  has  been  fully  ex- 
perienced in  England  in  those  frauds  upon  the  people, 
and  insultfl  upon  the  understanding,  called  three  per  cent, 
loans,  in  which  the  Government,  for  about  £50  borrowed, 
became  liable     pay  £100. 

3.  It  tends  to  create  public  debt,  by  &cilitating  public 
loana,  and  substituting  unlimited  supplies  of  paper,  for 
limit^  supplies  of  coin.  The  British  debt  is  born  of  the 
Bank  of  England.  Iliat  bank  was  chartered  in  1694,  and 
was  nothing  more  nor  less  in  the  beginning  than  an  act  of 
Parliament  for  the  incorporation  of  a  company  of  sub- 
scribers to  a  Government  loan.  The  loan  was  £1,200,000; 
the  interest  £80,000;  and  the  expenses  of  management 
£^000.  And  this  is  the  btrth  and  origin,  the  germ  and 
nucleus  of  that  debt,  which  is  now  £900,000,000,  (the 
unfunded  items  included)  which  bears  an  interest  of 
£30,000,000,  and  costs  £260,000  for  annual  management. 

4.  It  tends  to  beget  and  prolong  unnecessary  wari,  by 
famishing  the  means  of  carrying  them  on  without  recur- 
rence to  the  people.  England  is  the  ready  example  for 
this  calamity.  Her  wars  for  the  restoration  of  the  Capet 
Bourbons  were  kept  up  by  loans  and  subsidies  created  out 
of  tnnk  paper.  The  people  of  England  had  uo  interest 
in  these  wmraf  wUch  jeost  them  about  £600,000,000  of 
dd>t  in  twcn^-five  years,  in  addition  to  the  supplies 
raised  within  the  year.  The  Kings  she  put  back  upon  the 
French  throne  were  not  able  to  sit  on  it.  Twice  she  put 
them  on;  twice  they  tumbled  ofTin  the  mud;  and  all  that 
now  remains  of  so  much  sacrifice '  of  life  and  money  is, 
the  debt,  which  is  eternal,  the  taxes,  which  are  intolerable, 
the  pensions  and  titles  of  some  warriors^  and  the  keeping 
of  the  Capet  Bourbons,  who  are  returned  upon  their 
bandf. 


5.  It  (ends  to  aggravate  Ae  ineqnanty  of  fortunes;  to 
make  the  rich  ri^er.  and  the  poor  poorer;  to  multiphr 
nabobs  and  paupers;  and  to  deepen  and  widen  the  ^if 
which  separates  Divea  from  Lazarus.  A  (reat  moneyed 
power  is  favorable  to  great  capitalists;  for  it  is  the  pnnci- 
ple  of  money  to  fiivor  money.  It  is  unfiivorable  to  small 
capitalists;  for  it  is  the  principle  of  money  to  eschew  Uie 
needy  and  unfortunate.  It  is  injurious  to  the  laboring 
classes;  because  they  recuve  no  &von,  and  have  the 
price  of  the  property  they  wish  to  acquire  nused  to  the 
paper  maximum,  whi^B  wages  remain  at  die  niver  mim- 
mum. 

6.  It  tends  to  make  and  to  bteak  fortunes,  by  the  flux 
and  reflux  of  paper.  Profuse  iasuea,  and  sudden  con- 
tractions, perform  this  operation,  which  can  be  repeated, 
like  planetaiy  and  pestilential  visitations,  in  every  cyde 
of  so  many  years;  at  every  periodical  retui-n,  transferring 
millions  m>m  the  actual  possessors  of  property  to  the 
Neptunes  who  preside  over  the  flux  and  reflux  of  paper. 
The  last  operation  of  this  kind  performed  by  the  Bank  of 
England,  about  five  years  ago,  waa  described  by  Mr. 
Alexander  Baring,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  terms 
which  are  entitled  to  the  knowled^  and  remembrance  of 
American  citizens.  I  will  read  his  description,  which  is 
brief  but  Impressive.  After  describing  the  profuse  issue* 
of  1823-34,  he  painted  the  re-action  in  the  following 
terms: 

•*They,  therefore,  aU  at  once,  gave  a  sudden  jerk  to  the 
horse  on  whose  neck  they  had  berore  suffered  the  reins  to 
hang  loose.  They  contracted  their  issues  to  a  conwdera- 
ble  extent.  The  change  was  at  once  ftlt  throughout  the 
country.  A  few  days  befi»re  that,  no  one  knew  what  to  do 
with  his  money;  now,  no  one  knew  where  to  get  it  *  * 
'  *  *  *  The  London  bankers  found  it  necessary  to 
follow  the  same  course  towards  their  country  correspon- 
dents, and  these  again  towards  their  customers,  and  each 
individual  towards  his  debtor.  The  consequence  waa  ob- 
vious^ in  the  late  panic.  Every  one,  deairoua  to  obtain 
what  was  due  to  him,  ran  to  hi*  banker,  or  to  any  other 
on  whom  he  had  a  claim;  and  even  those  who  had  no  im- 
mediate use  for  their  money,  took  it  back,  and  let  it  lie  un- 
employed in  their  pockets,  thinking  it  unsafe  in  others* 
hands.  The  effect  of  tiiis  alarm  was,  that  houses  which 
were  weak  went  immediately.  Then  went  second  rate 
hofises;  and,  lastly,  houses  which  were  solvent  went,  be- 
cause their  securities  were  unavailable.  The  duly  calls 
to  which  each  in^vidusl  was  subject  put  it  out  of  his  pow- 
er to  assist  his  neighbor.  Men  were  known  to  seek  for 
assistance,  and,  that,  too,  without  Gndingit,  who,  on  exam- 
ination of  their  affairs,  were  proved  to  be  worth  200,000 
pounds, — men,  too,  who  held  themselves  so  secure,  that, 
if  asked  six  months  before  whether  they  could  contem- 
plate such  an  event,  they  would  have  said  it  would  be  im- 
possible, unless  the  sky  should  fidl,  or  aonie  other  event 
equally  imprt^able  should  occur." 

This  is  what  was  done  in  England  five  years  ago;  it  is 
what  may  be  done  here  in  every  five  years  to  come,  if  the 
bank  charter  is  renewed.  Sole  dispenser  of  money,  it  can- 
not omit  the  oldest  and  moat  obvious  means  of  amassing 
wealth  by  the  flux  and  reflux  of  paper.  The  game  wiu 
be  in  its  own  hands,  and  the  only  answer  to  be  given  is 
tliat  to  which  I  have  alluded:  "  The  Sultan  is  too  just  and 
merciful  to  abuse  his  power." 

Thirdly.  I  object  to  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  on  ac- 
count of  the  cxclu^ve  privileges,  and  anti-republican  mo- 
nopoly, which  it  gives  to  the  stockholders.  It  gives,  and 
that  by  an  act  of^Con^ess,  to  a  company  of  Individuala, 
the  exclusive  legsl  privileges: 

1.  To  carry  on  the  trade  of  banldng  upon  the  revenue 
and  credit,  and  in  the  name,  of  the  Umted  States  of  Ame. 
rica, 

3.  To  pay  the  revenues  of  the  Union  in  their  own  prp. 
miasory  notes. 
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3.  T6  hold  Um  moneys  of  the  United  States  in  deposite> 
without  making  compensation  for  the  undrawn  balances, 

4.  To  discredit  and  disparage  the  notes.of  other  banks, 
by  excluding  them  from  the  collection  of  the  federal  re- 
venue. 

5.  To  hold  real  estate,  receive  rents,  and  retain  a  body 
cftematry. 

6.  To  deal  in  pawns,  merchandise,  and  bills  of  exchange. 

7.  To  establish  branches  in  the  States  without  their 
consent. 

8.  To  be  exempt  from  liability  on  the  failure  of  the 
bank. 

9.  To  hare  the  United  States  for  a  partner. 

10.  To  have  foreigners  for  partners. 

11.  To  be  exempt  from  the  regular  adminiatration  of 
justice  for  the  violations  of  their  charter. 

12.  To  have  all  these  exclusive  privileges  secured  to 
them  as  a  monopoly,  in  a  pledge  of  the  public  faith  not  to 
grant  the  like  privileges  to  any  other  company. 

"Iliese  are  the  privileges,  and  this  the  monopoly,  of  the 
bank.  Now,  let  us  examine  tliem,  and  ascertain  their 
effect  and  bearing.  Let  us  contemplate  the  magnitude  of 
the  power  which  tiiey  create;  and  ascertain  the  compati- 
bUi^  of  this  power  with  the  safety  of  this  republican  Go- 
vernment,  and  the  rights  and  interests  of  its  free  and  equal 
constituents. 

1.  The  name,  the  credit,  and  the  revenues  of  the  United 
States,  arc  given  up  to  the  use  of  this  company,  and  con- 
stitute in  themselves  an  immense  capital  to  bank  upon. — 
The  name  of  the  United  States,  like  that  of  tlie  King,  is  « 
tovrer  of  strength;  and  this  strong  tower-  is  now  an  out- 
work to  defend  the  citadel  of  a  moneyed  corporation.  Tlie 
credit  of  the  Union  is  incalculable;  and,  of  this  credit,  as 
going  with  the  name,  and  being  in  partnership  with  the 
United  States,  tlie  same  corporation  now  has  possession. 
The  revenues  of  the  Union  are  twenty-six  millions  of  dol- 
lars, inclu<Ung  the  Post  Office;  and  all  this  is  so  much  capi- 
in  the  hands  of  the  bank,  because  the  revenue  is  received 
by  it,  and  is  payable  in  its  promissory  notes, 

3.  To  pay  the  revenues  of  the  United  States  in  their 
own  notes,  until  Congress,  by  law,  shall  otiicrwise  direct. — 
This  is  a  part  of  the  charter,  incredible  and  extraordinary 
as  it  may  appear.  The  promissory  notes  of  the  bank  are 
to  be  received  in  payment  of  every  thing  the  United  States 
may  have  to  sell — in  discliarge  of  every  debt  due  to  her, 
until  Congress,,  by  law,  shall  otherwise  direct;  so  that,  if 
tlus  bank,  Uke  its  proto^pe  in  England,  should  stop  pay- 
ment, its  promissory  notes  would  still  be  receivable  at 
every  custom  house,  land  office,  post  office,  and  by  every 
collector  of  public  moneys,  throughout  tlic  Union,  until 
Congress  shall  meet,  pass  a  repealing  law,  and  promul- 
gate the  repeal.  Otlier  banks  depend  upon  their  credit 
ror  the  receivabili^  of  their  notcst  but  this  favored  insti- 
'  tution  has  law  on  its  ndc,  and  a  chartered  right  to  compel 
the  reception  of  its  paper  by  the  Federal  GOA  emment 
The  immediate  consequence  of  this  extraordinary  privilege 
is,  that  the  United  States  becomes  virtually  bound  to  stand 
security  for  the  bank,  as  much  so  as  if  site  had  signed  a 
bond  to  that  effect;  and  must  stand  forward  to  sustain  the 
institution  in  all  emergencies,  in  order  to  save  her  own  re- 
venue. This  is  what  has|already  happened,  some  ten  years 
ago,  in  the  early  progress  of  the  bank,  and  when  the  im- 
mense ud  given  it  by  the  Federal  Government  enabled 
it  to  survive  the  ciisis  of  its  own  overwhelming  mismanage- 
ment. 

3.  To  hold  the  moneys  of  the  United  States  in  deposite, 
without  makin|f  compensation  for  the  use  of  the  undrawn 
balances. — This  is  a  right  which  I  deny;  but,  as  the  bank 
claims  it,  and,  what  u  more  material,  enjoys  iti  and  as  the 
people  of  the  United  States  have  suffered  to  a  vast  extent 
in  consequence  of  this  claim  and  enjoyment,  I  shall  not 
hcBtate  to  set  it  down  to  the  account  of  the  bank.  Let  us 
theii  examine  the  value  of  this  privilege,  and  its  effect 


upon  the  interest  of  the  community:  and,  in  the  first  place, 
let  us  have  a  full  and  accurate  view  of  the  amount  of  these 
undrawn  baftmces,  from  the  establishment  of  the  bank  to 
tlie  pi-esent  day.    Here  it  is!   Look!  Read! 
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See,  Mr.  President,  what  masses  of  money,  and  always 
on  hand.  The  paper  is  covered  all  over  with  millions: 
and  yet,  for  all  these  vast  sums,  no  interest  la  allowed; 
no  compensation  is  made  to  the  United  States.  The  Bank 
of  En^nd,  for  the  undrawn  balances  of  the  public  money, 
tut  made  an  equitable  compensation  to  the  British  Gov- 
ermnent;  namely,  a  permanent  loan  of  hdfa  million  ster- 
ling, and  a  temporary  loan  of  three  millions  for  twenty 
years,  without  interest.  Yet,  when  I  moved  for  a  like 
compensation  to  the  United  States,  the  proposition  was 
utterly  rejected  by  the  Finance  Committee,  and  treated 
as  an  attempt  to  nolate  the  charter  of  the  bank.  At  the 
same  time  it  is  incontestable,  that  the  United  St^et  have 
been  borrowing  these  undrawn  balances  from  the  bank, 
and  paying  an  interest  upon  their  own  money.  1  think 
we  can  identify  one  of  these  loans.  Let  us  try.  In  May, 
1834,  Congress  authorized  a  loan  of  five  millions  of  dollars 
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to  pay  the  awards  under  the  trea^  with  Spain,  com- 
monly called  the  Florida  treaty.  The  Bank  oTthe  United 
States  took  that  loan,  and  paid  the  moner  for  the  United 
Sutes  tn  January  and  March,  1835.  In  uwlin^  over  the 
statement  of  undrawn  balances,  it  will  be  seen  that  they 
amounted  to  neap  four  millions  at  the  end  of  the  first,  and 
six  millions  at  the  end  of  the  second  quarter  of  that  year. 
The  inference  is  iiTemtible,  and  I  leare  every  Senator  to 
make  it(  only  addinj^,  that  we  have  paid  $1,469,375  in 
interest  upon  that  loan,  either  to  the  bank  or  its  trans- 
ferees. Tlua  is  a  strong^  case,  but  I  have  a  strong  one. 
It  is  known  to  e»ery  body  that  the  United  States  sub- 
scribed seven  mUFions  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank,  for 
wlueh  die  gave  her  stock  note,  bearing  an  interest  of  five 
per  cent,  per  annum.  I  have  a  statement  from  the  Regis- 
ter of  the  Treasury,  from  which  it  appears  that,  up  to  the 
30th  day  of  June  last,  the  United  States  had  p«d  four 
nullions  seven  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
m  interest  upon  that  notej  when  it  is  proved  by  the  state- 
ment  of  balances  exUbited,  that  the  United  States  for  the 
whole  period  in  which  that  interest  was  accruing,  had  the 
..I'  whole,  and  once  the  double,  of  these  seven 

milBons  in  the  hands  of  the  bank.  This  is  a  stronger  case 
than  tiiat  of  the  five  million  loan,  but  it  is  not  the  strongest. 
The  strongest  case  is  this;  In  the  year  18ir,  when  the 
bank  went  into  operation,  tlie  United  States  owed,  among 
omer  debts,  a  sum  of  about  fourteen  millions  and  three- 
quarters,  bearing  an  interest  of  three  per  cent.  In  the 
same  ^ear,  the  Commissioners  of  the  SmUng  Fund  were 
authorized  by  an  act  of  Congress  to  purchase  that  stock 
at  sixty-five  per  cent.,  which  was  then  its  market  price. 
U™^'  th""*  authority,  the  amount  of  about  one  million  and 
a  liair  was  purchased;  the  remainder,  amounting  to  about 
thirteen  millionsand  a  quarter,  has  continued  unpurchased 
to  this  day;  and,  after  ccntinr  the  United  States  about  six 
millions  in  interest  since  1817,  tfie  stock  has  risen  about 
four  millions  in  value;  that  is  to  say,  from  sixty-five  to 
nearly  ninety-five.  Now,  liere  is  a  clear  loss  of  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars  to  the  United  States.  In  1817  she  could 
have  paid  off  thirteen  millions  and  a  quarter  of  debt,  with 
eiriit  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars;  now,  after  paying  six 
mUhona  of  interest,  it  would  require  twelve  millions  and  a 
half  to  pay  oflT  the  same  debt.  By  referring  to  the  state- 
ment of  undrawn  balances,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  United 
States  had,  during  the  whole  year  1817,  an  average  sum 
of  above  ten  milHons  of  dollars  in  the  hands  of  the  bank, 
being  a  million  and  a  half  more  than  enough  to  have 
bought  in  ttie  whole  of  the  three  per  cent,  stock.  The 
que^on,  therefore,  naturally  comes  up,  why  was  it  not 
applied  to  the  redemption  of  these  thirteen  millions  and  a 
quarter,  accordingto  the  authority  contained  in  the  act  of 
Coi^reas  of  that  year?  Certainly  the  bank  needed  the 
money;  for  it  was  just  vetting  into  operation,  and  was  A 
hard  run  to  escape  bankruptcy  about  that  time,  as  any 
bank  that  ever  was  saved  from  the  brink  of  destruction. 
This  is  the  largest  injury  which  we  have  sustained,  on  ac- 
count of  accommodating  the  bank  with  the  gratuitous  use 
of  these  vast  deposites.  But,  to  show  myself  impartial,  I 
will  now  state  the  smalleBt  case  of  injury  that  has  come 
irithtn  my  knowledee:  It  is  the  case  of  the  ioniM  of  fifteen 
hundred  thousand  dollars  wlucb  the  bank  was  to  pay  to 
the  United  States,  in  three  equal  instalments,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  its  charter.  Nominally,  this  bonus  has  been  paid, 
but  out  of  what  moneys'  Certainly  out  of  our  owni  for 
the  statement  shows  our  money  was  Uicre,  and  fur^er, 
shows  that  it  is  still  tiiere;  for,  on  the  30th  day  of  June 
hs^  iHiicb  is  the  latest  return,  there  was  still  ^,550,664 
in  4ie  hands  of  the  bank,  which  is  above  f750,000  more 
than  the  amount  of  the  bomut. 

One  word  more  upon  the  subject  of  these  balances.  .It 
u  now  two  years  since  I  made  an  effort  to  repeal  tlie  4th 
section  of  the  Sinkinf;  Fund  act  of  1817;  a  section  which 
was  intended  to  limit  the  anxHint  of  surplus  money  which 


might  be  kept  in  the  treasury,  to  two  millions  of  doUarst 
but,  by  the  power  of  construction,  was  nude  to  authorize 
the  keeping  of  two  millions  in  addition  to  the  surplus.  I 
wished  to  repeal  this  section,  which  had  thus  been  coo- 
strued  into  uie  reverse  of  its  intention,  and  to  revive  the 
first  section  of  the  Sinking  Fund  act  of  1790,  which  di- 
rected the  whole  of  the  surplus  on  hand  to  be  applied,  at 
the  end  of  each  year,  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt. 
My  argument  was  this:  that  there  was  no  necessity  to  keep 
any  surplus;  that  the  revenue,  coming  in  as  fast  as  It  went 
out,  was  like  a  perennial  fountain,  which  you  might  drain 
to  Uie  last  drop,  and  not  exhaust;  for  the  place  of  the  last 
drop  would  be  supplied  the  instant  it  was  out.  And  I 
supported  this  reasoning  by  a  reference  to  the  aimual 
treasury  reports,  which  always  exhibit  a  surplus  of  four 
or  five  millionsi  and  which  were  equally  in  the  treasury 
the  whole  year  round,  as  on  the  last  day  of  every  year. 
This  was  the  argument,  which,  in  fact,  availed  nothing; 
but  now  I  have  mathematical  proof  of  the  truth  of  my  po- 
rition.  Look  at  tiiis  statement  of  balances;  look  for  the 
year  1819,  and  you  will  find  but  three  hundred  thousand 
dollanonhand  for  that  year;  look  still  lower  for  1821, 
and  you  will  find  this  balance  but  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  thousand  dollars.  And  what  was  the  consequence? 
Did  the  Government  stop?  Did  the  wheels  of  the  state 
chariot  cease  to  turn  round  in  those  years  for  want  of 
treasury  oil?  Not  at  all.  Ever}'  thing  went  on  as  well  as 
before;  the  operations  of  the  treasury  were  as  perfect  and 
regular  in  those  two  years  of  insigjnificant  balances,  as  In 
1817  and  1818,  when  five  and  ten  millions  were  on  hand. 
This  is  proof;  this  is  demonstration:  it  lathe  indubitable 
evidence  of  the  senses  which  concludes  argument,  and 
dispels  uncertainty;  and,  as  my  proposal  for  the  repeal  of 
the  4th  section  of  the  Sinking  Fund  act  of  1817  was  enact- 
ed into  a  law  at  the  last  session  of  Congren,  upon  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Secretary  of  the  T^asury,  a  vigilant 
and  exemplary  officer,  I  trust  that  the  repeal  will  be  acted 
upon,  ana  that  the  bank  platter  will  be  wiped  as  clean  of 
federal  money  in  1831,  as  it  was  in  1821.  Such  clean- 
taking  from  that  dish,  will  allow  two  or  three  millions 
more  to  go  to  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt;  and  there 
can  be  no  danger  in  taking  the  last  dollar,  as  reason  and 
experience  both  prove.  But,  to  quiet  every  apprehension 
on  this  point,  to  silence  the  last  suggestion  of  a  possibiUty 
of  any  temporary  deficit,  I  recur  to  a  provision  contained 
in  two  different  clauses  in  the  bank  charter,  copied  from 
an  amendment  in  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
expressly  made,  at  the  instance  of  the  ministry,  to  meet 
the  contingency  of  a  temporary  deficiency,  in  tlie  annual 
revenue.  The  English  provision  is  this:  that  tlie  Govern- 
ment may  borrow  of  the  bank  half  a  million  sterling,  at 
any  time,  without  a  spedal  act  of  Parliament  to  authorise 
it.  The  provision  in  our  charter  is  the  same,  with  the 
nngle  substitution  of  dollars  for  pounds.  It  is,  in  words 
ana  intention,  a  standing  authority  to  borrow  that  limited 
sum,  for  the  obvious  purpose  of  preventing  a  constant 
keeping  of  a  sum  of  money  in  hand  as  a  reserve,  to  meet 
contin^ncies  which  hardly  ever  occur.  Tliis  contingent 
authority  to  eff*ect  a  small  loan,  has  often  been  used  in 
England— in  the  Uiuted  States,  never;  possibly,  because 
there  has  been  no  occauon  for  it;  probwily,  because  the 
clause  was  copied  mechanically  fnun  the  English  charter, 
and  without  the  perception  of  its  practical  bearing.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  it  is  certsdnly  a  wise  and  prudent  provinon, 
such  as  all  Governments  uould,  at  all  times^  be  clothed 
with. 

If  any  Senator  thinks  that  I  luive  exaggerated  the  injury 
suffered  by  the  United  States,  on  account  of  the  uncom- 
pensated masses  of  public  money  in  the  hands  of  the  bank, 
I  am  now  going  to  convince  him  that  he  is  wrong.  I  am 
going  to  prove  to  him  that  I  have  understated  the  case; 
that  I  have  purposely  kept  back  a  large  pnrt  of  it;  and 
that  justice  requires  a  further  development.  Tbt  fact  is. 
Digitized  by  VjOOglC 


59 


GALES  &  SEATON»S  REGISTER  * 


60 


Sbitatz.] 


Sank  of  the  Vnited  Staiet. 


[Feb.  3,  1831. 


that  there  are  tvo  different  dcposites  of  public  mone^  in 
the  bank;  one  in  the  name  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
Stetea,  the  others  in  the  name  of  diaburains^  officers.  The 
annual  average  of  the  former  has  been  about  three  and  a 
hdf  milUons  of  doUtrs,  and  of  this  I  have  said  not  a  vord. 
But  the  essential  character  of  both  depodtes  is  the  s&me; 
they  are  both  the  property  of  the  United  States;  both  per- 
inanentt  both  available  as  so  much  capital  to  the  bank ;  and 
both  uncompensated.  Here  is  the  statement  of  the  month- 
ly amount  ot  these  secondary  deposites,  as  I  find  Miem  on 
the  bank  returns;  and  to  it  I  i^peal  for  the  verification  of 
vhat  I  allege: 

1835.  1836.  1830. 

January,  |»,543.618  91,393.805  «855,691 
FebTuary,  1.888,764  1,434,800  1,562,841 
March,  2,185,930        2,250,113  1,554,969 

April,  1,489,934         1,638,146  1,652,841 

May,  1,428.025         1,637,519  1,323,661 

June,  1,532,258        2,301,787  1,346.206 

July,  1,264,758        1,678,274  1,129,990 

August,  1,575,492        2,032,684  875,459 

September,  1,585,401  2,593,606  1.346,206 
October,  2,042,345         1,753,621  1,334,081 

November,  1,558,873  1,683,717  1,194,682 
December,  1,576.997  2,112,097  1,616,656 
I  have  not  ascertained  the  average  of  these  deposites 
since  1817,  but  presume  it  may  equal  ttie  amount  of  that 
boHUM  of  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 'for 
which  ve  sold  the  charter,  and  which  the  finance  Com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  compliments  the  bank  for  paying  in 
three,  instead  of  seventeen,  annual  instalments;  and  shows 
how  much  interest  they  lost  by  doing  so.  Certainly,  this 
was  a  disadvantage  to  the  bank.  It  would  have  been  bet- 
ter for  it  to  have  dribbled  out  to  us  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  instead  of  five  hundred  tliousand  dollars  of  our  own 
money,  at  a  time.  But  there  are  three  considerations 
which  should  prevent  her  from  complaining:  first,  that  it 
was  the  bargain  to  pay  in  three  years;  secondly,  that  we 
furnished  the  money;  thirdly,  that  we  kept  up  the  amount 
in  her  hand.  Finally,  these  monthly  returns  show  that 
the  overdrawings,  for  permitting  which  the  bank  has  been 
so  much  lauded,  were  overdrawings  in  name,  not  in  fact; 
the  amount  of  the  money  being  only  transferred  to  another 
drpowte,  and  the  money  itself  remaining  in  the  hands  of 
the  bank. 

Mr.  Premdent,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  there  is  some- 
thing  ominous  to  the  bank  in  this  contest  for  compensa- 
tion on  the  undrawn  balances.  It  is  the  very  way  in 
which  the  struggle  began  in  the  British  Parliament  which 
has  ended  in  the  "vertUrow  of  the  Bank  of  England.  It  is 
the  way  in  which  the  stniggric  is  beginning  here.  My  re- 
solutions of  two  and  three  years  ago  are  the  causes  of  the 
speech  which  vou  now  heart  and,  as  I  have  reason  to  be- 
heve,  some  others  more  worthy  of  yotir  hearing,  which 
will  come  at  the  proper  time.  The  queKtion  of  compen- 
sation for  balances  is  now  mixing  itself  up  here,  as  in 
England,  with  the  question  of  renewing  the  charter;  and 
the  two,  acting  together,  will  &11  with  combined  wei^t 
upon  the  public  mind,  and  certainly  eventuate  here  as 
they  did  there. 

4.  To  discredit  and  disparage  the  notes  of  all  otiier 
banks,  by  excluding  them  from  the  collection  of  the  fe- 
deral revenue. — Tliis  results  from  the  collection— no,  not 
the  collection,  but  the  receipt  of  the  revenue  havingbecn 
committed  to  the  bank,  and  along  with  it  the  virtual  exe- 
cuUon  of  tlie  joint  resolution  of  1 81 6.  to  regulate  the  col- 
lection of  the  federal  revenue.  Tlic  execution  of  that  re- 
solution was  intended  to  be  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury — a  disinterested  arbiter  between  rival  banks; 
hut  it  may  be  conmdered  as  virtnally  devolved  upon  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  powerfully  increases  the 
capacity  of  that  institution  to  tleatfoy,  or  subjugate,  all 
other  banks.    11ie  notes  of  the  State  banks  cxckiiled  from 


revenue  payments,  are  t^scredited  and  ^paraged,  and 
&1]  into  the  hands  of  brokers  at  all  places  where  they  are 
not  issued  and  payable.  They  cease  to  insulate  at  aU  the 
p<Mnts  to  which  the  exclunon  extends.  I  am  informed 
that  the  notes  of  tbe  banks  south  of  the  Potomac  and 
Ohio,  even  those  of  the  lower  Misussippi,  are  generally 
refused  at  the  United  States*  Branch  Bank  in  St.  Louis, 
and,  in  consequence,  arc  expelled  from  circulation  in 
Missouri  and  Illinois,  and  the  neighboring  districtt.  This 
exclusion  of  the  Southern  notes  from  the  northwest  quar- 
ter of  the  Union,  is  injurious  to  both  parties,  as  our  tra- 
vellers and  emigrants  chiefly  come  from  tlie  South,  and 
the  whole  of  our  trade  gees  there  to  find  a  cash  market. 
The  exclurion,  as  I  am  told,  (for  I  have  not  looked  into 
the  matter  myself,)  is  general,  and  extends  to  the  banks 
in  Virginia,  tlie  two  Carolinas,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Missis- 
sippi, and  Louisiana.  If  this  be  the  fact,  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  1816  is  violated:  for,  under  the  terms  of  that 
resolution,  there  are  several  banks  in  each  of  the  States 
mentioned  whose  notes  are  receivable  in  the  collection  of 
federal  revenue;  that  is  to  sa^,  specie  paying  banks 
whose  notes  are  payable,  and  paid,  in  specie,  on  demand- 
Yet,  in  consequence  of  exclusion  from  the  United  States' 
Branch  Bank,  they  are  excluded  from  all  tlie  land  offices, 
eleven  in  number,  which  deposite  in  that  branch;  ami, 
being  excluded  from  the  land  offices;  they  cease  to  be 
current  money  among  the  people.  If  a  traveller,  or  emi- 
grant, brings  these  notes  to  the  country,  or  receives  them 
m  remittance;  if  a  trader  accepts  them  in  exchange  for 
produce,  they  are  "Ameff*  out  of  their  handa,  and  sent 
out  of  the  country.  This  is  a  pecuniary  injury  done  to 
the  Northwest;  it  may  be  more — it  may  be  a  political  in- 
jury also;  for  it  contributes  to  break  ttie  communication 
between  the  two  ■  quarters  of  the  Union,  and  encourages 
the  idea  that  nothing  good  can  come  from  the  South — not 
even  money!  This  power  to  disparage  the  notes  of  all 
other  banks,  is  a  power  to  injure  mem;  and,  added  to  oil 
the  other  privileges  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  a 

f lower  to  destroy  them!  If  any  one  doubts  this  assertion, 
ct  him  read  the  answers  of  the  President  of  the  bank  to 
the  questions  put  to  him  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee.  These  answers  are  appended  to  the  commit- 
tee's report  of  the  last  session  in  favor  of  the  bank,  and 
expressly  declare  the  capacity  of  the  federal  bank  to  de- 
stroy* the  State  banks.  The  worthy  Chaimian  [Mr.  Sum, 
ofMd.]puta  this  question:  "lias  the  bank  atanytimc 
oppressed  any  of  the  State  banks?"  The  President,  [Mr. 
Diddle,]  answers,  as  the  whole  world  would  answer  to  a 
question  of  oppression,  that  it  never  had;  and  this  rea- 
ponsc  was  as  much  as  the  interi-ogatory  required.  But  it 
did  not  content  the  Prcndent  of  the  bank;  be  chose  to  go 
fVirther,  and  to  do  honor  to  the  institution  over  which  Im 
presided,  by  showing  that  !t  was  as  just  and  generous  as  it 
was  rich  and  powerful.  He,  therefore,  adds  the  follow- 
ing  words,  for  whicli,  as  a  seeker  after  evidence,  to  show 
the  alarming  and  dangerous  character  of  the  bank,  I  re- 
turn him  my  unfeigned  and  pardonable  thanks:  "  There 
are  verj'  few  banks  wliich  might  not  have  been  destroyed 
by  an  exertion  of  the  power  of  the  bank. 

This  is  enough!  proof  enougli!  not  for  roe  alone,  but 
for  all  who  arc  unwilling  to  see  a  moneyed  domination  set 
up — a  moneyed  oligarchy  established  in  this  land,  and  the 
entire  Union  subjected  to  its  sovereign  will.  Tlie  power 
to  destroy  all  other  banks  is  admitted  and  declared;  the 
inclination  to  do  so  is  known  to  all  rational  beings  to  reside 
with  the  power!  Policy  may  restrain  the  destroying  fa- 
culties fur  the  present;  but  they  exist;  and  will  come  forth 
i  when  interest  prompts  and  policy  permits.  They  have 
1  been  exercisedt  and  the  general  pnntration  of  the  South- 
'  em  and  Western  banks  attests  the  fact.  They  will  be 
exercised,  (the  charter  being  renewed,)  and  the  remain- 
ing State  banks  will  he  swept  with  the  besom  of  destruc- 
tion.   Not  that  all  will  have  their  signs  knocked  down. 
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and  their  doors  closed  up.  Fu-  worse  than  that  to  many 
of  them.  Subjugation,  in  preference  to  destruction,  will 
be  the  &te  of  many.  Every  planet  must  have  its  satel- 
lites; tYCTV  tyranny  must  nave  its  instruments;  every 
knight  is  Killoved.  by  his  squire;  even  the  king  of  beast^ 
the  royal  quadruped,  whose  roar  subdues  tlie  forest,  must 
have  a  sohuI,  subservient  animal  to  spring  hts  prey.  Just 
so  of  this  imperial  bank,  when  installed  anew  in  its  fonni- 
dable  and  lasting  power.  The  State  banks,  spared  by  the 
Bwonl.  will  be  passed  under  the  yoke.  They  will  become 
subonUnate  parts  in  the  great  machine,  "nieir  place,  in 
the  scale  lubor^nation  wiU  be  ono  degree  below  the 
rank  of  the  legitimate  branehes^  their  business,  to  per- 
form the  work  which  it  would  be  too  disreputable  for  the 
legitimate  branches  to  perform.  This  will  be  the  fate  of 
the  State  banks  which  are  allowed  to  keep  u]i  their  signs, 
and  to  set  open  their  doors;  and  thus  the  entire  moneyed 
power  of  the  Union  would  fall  into  the  hands  of  one  sin- 
gle institution,  whose  inexorable  and  inviuble  mandates, 
emanating  from  a  centre,  would  pervade  the  Union,  ^iv- 
tng  or  withholding  money  according  to  its  own  soverei^ 
wul  and  absolute  pleasure.  To  a  favored  State,  to  an  m- 
dividual,  or  a  cla»  of  individuals,  favored  by  the  central 
power,  the  golden  stream  of  Factolus  would  flow  direct. 
To  all  such  Ute  muniBcent  mandates  of  the  High  Directory 
would  come,  as  the  fiUiled  god  made  his  terrestrial  visit  of 
Vire  and  dein^  en»elop«d  in  a  shower  of  gold.  But  to 
others — to  those  not  farored— and  to  those  hated — the 
mandates  of  this  aame  directory  would  be  as  "  the  plane- 
tary plague  which  hangs  its  poison  in  the  sick  air:"  death 
to  them!  death  to  all  who  minister  to  their  wants!  What 
a  state  of  things*  What  a  condition  for  a  confederacy  of 
States!  What  grounds  for  alarm  and  terrible  apprencn- 
sifHi,  when,  in  a  confederacy  of  such  rast  extent,  so  many 
independent  States,  so  many  rival  commercial  cities,  so 
mucl)  sectional  jealousy,  such  violent  political  parties, 
such  fierce  contests  for  power,  there  should  be  but  one 
moneyed  tribunal  before  which  alt  the  rival  and  contend- 
ing elements  must  appear!  but  one  nngic  dispenser  of 
mcHiey,  to  which  every  citizen,  every  trader,  every  mer- 
chant, eveiy  manufacturer,  every  planter,  every  corpora- 
tirni,  every  city,  every  State,  and  the  Federal  Gm'ernment 
itself  must  apply,  in  every  emergent^,  for  tiie  most  indis- 
pensable loan!  and  this,  m  the  face  of  the  fiict,  that,  in 
every  contest  for  human  ri^ts,  the  great  moneyed  insti- 
tutions of  the  world  have  uniformly  been  found  on  the  side 
of  kings  and  nobles,  against  the  lives  and  liberties  of  the 
people. 

5.  To  hold  real  estate,  receive  rents,  and  retain  a  body 
of  tenantty. — ^Ttua  privilege  Is  hostile  to  the  nature  of  our 
republican  Govemment,  and  inconsistent  with  the  nature 
and  dcngn  of  a  banking  institution.  Republics  want  free- 
holders, not  landlords  and  tenants;  and,  except  the  cor- 
porators in  this  bank,  and  in  the  British  East  India  Com- 
pany, there  is  not  an  incorporated  body  of  landlords  in 
any  country  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  whose  laws  em- 
anate from  a  legislative  body.  Banks  are  instituted  to  pro- 
mote trade  and  indiistry,  and  to  aid  the  Government  and 
its  dtixens  with  loans  of  money.  Tlie  whole  ar^ment  in 
&vor  of  banking — every  argument  in  favor  of  this  bank — 
rests  upon  that  idea.  No  one,  when  this  charter  was 
granted,  presumed  to  speak  in  &vor  of  incorporating  a 
sodety  of  landlords,  especially  foreign  landlords,  to  buy 
lands,  build  houses,  rent  tenements,  and  retain  tenantry. 
Loans  of  money  was  the  object  in  view,  and  the  purchase 
of  real  estate  is  incompatible  with  that  object.'  Instead  of 
remaining  bankers,  titc  corporators  may  turn  land  apecu- 
faton:  instead  erf"  having  money  to  lend,  they  may  turn 
you  out  tenants  to  vote.  To  an  sppfication  for  a  loan, 
ttiey  may  answer,  and  answer  truly,  that  tiiey  have  no 
monev  on  band;  and  the  reason  may  be,  that  they  have 
Ud  it  out  in  land.  This  seems  to  be  ttie  case  at  present. 
A  coounittee  of  the  Le^alature  of  Fennaylvania  hat  jmt 


applied  for  a  loan;  the  President  of  the  bank,  nothing 
loth  to  make  a  loan  to  that  great  State,  for  twenty  years 
longer  than  the  charter  has  to  exist,  expresses  his  regret 
that  he  cannot  lend  but  a  limited  and  inacUquate  sum.  The 
funds  of  the  institution,  he  says,  will  not  pemut  it  to  ad- 
vance more  than  eight  millions  of  dollars.  And  why?  be- 
cause it  has  invested  three  millions  in  real  estate!  To  tltis 
power  to  hold  real  estate,  is  superadded  the  means  to  ac- 
quire it.  The  bank  is  now  the  greatest  moneyed  power 
in  the  Union;  in  the  event  of  the  renewal  of  its  charter,  it 
will  soon  be  the  sole  one.  Sole  di^enser  of  money,  it  will 
soon  be  the  chief  owner  of  property.  To  unlimited  means 
of  acquisition,  would  be  united  perpetuity  of  tenure;  for 
a  corporation  never  dies,  and  is  fi'ee  from  the  operation 
of  the  laws  which  govern  the  descent  and  distribution  of 
real  estate  in  the  hands  of  individuals.  The  limitations  !n 
the  charier  are  vain  and  illusory.  They  insult  the  under- 
standing, and  mock  the  credulity  of  fooUsh  beUevers. 
The  bank  is  first  limited  to  such  acquisitions  of  real  estate 
OS  are  necessary  to  its  own  accommodation;  then  comes  a 
proviso  to  undo  the  limitation,  so  far  as  it  concerns  pur- 
chases upon  its  own  mortgages  and  executions!  This  is 
the  limitation  upon  the  capacity  of  such  an  institution  to 
acquire  real  estate.  As  if  it  had  any  thing  to  do  but  to 
make  loans  upon  mortgages,  and  push  executions  upon 
judgments!  Having  all  the  money,  it  would  be  the  sole 
lender;  mortgages  being  the  road  to  loan%  all  borrowers 
must  travel  that  road.  When  birds  enough  are  in  the  net, 
the  fowler  draws  his  string,  and  the  heads  are  wrung  off. 
So  when  mortgages  enougn  are  taken,  the  loans  are  called 
in;  discounts  cease;  curtailments  are  made;  failures  to 
pay  ensue;  writs  issue;  judgments  and  executions  follow; 
all  tlie  mortgaged  premises  are  for  skle  al  once;  and  the 
attorney  of  the  bank  appears  at  the  elbow  of  the  manbal, 
sole  bidder,  and  sole  purchaser. 

What  is  the  legal  effect  of  this  vast  capacity  to  acquire, 
and  this  legal  power  to  retain,  real  estate?  Isitnottlie 
creation  of  a  new  species  of  mortmain.'  And  of  a  kind 
more  odious  and  dangerous  than  that  mortmain  of  the 
church  which  it  baffled  the  English  Parliament  so  many 
ages  to  abolish.  The  mortmain  of  the  cliurch  was  a.  power 
in  an  ecclesiastical  coiporation  to  hold  real  estate,  inde- 
pendent of  the  laws  of  distribution  and  descent:  the  mort- 
main of  the  bank  is  a  power  in  a  lay  corporation  to  do 
the  same  thing.  Tlie  evil  of  the  two  tenures  is  identical; 
the  difference  between  the  two  corporations  is  no  more 
tlian  the  difference  bt^tween  parsons  and  money  changers; 
the  capacity  to  do  mischief  incomparably  the  greatest  on 
the  part  of  the  lay  corporators.  The  church  could  only 
operate  upon  the  few  who  were  thinking  of  tiie  other 
world;  the  bank,  upon  all  who  are  immersed  In  the  bun- 
ness  or  the  pleasures  of  this.  The  means  of  the  church 
were  nothing  but  prayers;  the  means  of  the  bank  is  mo- 
ney! The  church  received  what  it  could  beg  from  dying 
sinners;  the  bank  may  extort  what  It  pleases  from  the 
whole  living  generation  of  tiie  Just  and  uqjust.  Such  is 
tiie  parallel  between  the  mortmain  of  the  two  corporations. 
They  both  end  in  monopoly  of  estates,  and  perpetui^  of 
succesnon;  and  the  bank  is  the  greatest  monopolizer  of  the 
two.  Monopolies  and  perpetual  succession  are  the  bane 
of  republics.  Otir  ancestors  took  care  to  provide  agwnst 
them,  by  abolishing  entails  and  primogeniture.  Even 
the  glebes  of  the  church,  lean  and  few  as  they  were  in 
most  of  the  States,  fell  under  tiie  republican  principle 
of  limited  tenures.  All  the  States  abolished  the  anti* 
republican  tenures;  but  Congress  re-establishes  them, 
and  in  a  manner  more  dangerous  and  offennve  than  be- 
fore the  revohition.  They  are  now  given,  not  generally, 
but  to  few;  not  to  natives  only,  but  to  foreigners  also; 
for  forei^ei-s  are  large  owners  of  this  bank.  And  thus, 
the  principles  of  the  revolution  sink  before  the  privileges 
of  an  incOTporated  company.  The  laws  of  the  States  fall 
before  the  mandates  of  a  central  directory  in  Phikdel- 
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pbia.  ^  Foreignen  beewne  the  landlords  of  free  born 
AmericaiMt  and  the  youn^  and  flourishing  towns  of  the 
United  States  are  vei^np  to  the  ftte  of  the  fiunily  borougfaa 
which  belong-  to  the  great  aristocracy  of  England. 

Let  no  one  aay  the  bank  will  not  avful  itsdf  of  itscapa- 
ci^  to  amass  real  estate.  The  fact  it  has  already  done 
ao.  _  I  know  towns,  yea,  dtieSf  and  could  name  them,  if 
it  mi^t  not  seem  inndtoua  from  this  elevated  theatre  to 
make  a  public  reference  to  their  misfortunes,  in  which  this 
bank  already  appears  as  a  dominant  and  eogrosnng  pro- 
prietor. I  nave  been  in  places  where  the  answers  to  in- 
quiries for  the  owners  of  the  most  raluable  tenements, 
would  remind  you  of  the  answers  pven  by  the  Egyptians 
to  similar  questions  from  the  French  officers,  on  their 
march  to  Cairo.  You  recollect,  no  doubt,  mr,  tlie  dialogue 
to  which  I  allude:  "Whoownt  that  palace^'  •<  The  Ma- 
meluke;" "Who  this  country  house  >^  "The  Mameluke;" 
"These  gardens?"  "The  Mamelukci"  "  That  field  cover- 
ed wilh  rice?"  "  The  Mameluke."— And  thus  have  I  been 
answered,  in  the  towns  and  cities  referred  to,  with  the 
single  exception  of  the  name  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  substituted  for  tiiat  of  the  military  scourge  of  Egypt. 
If  tUs  is  done  under  tlie  first  charter,  what  may  not  be  ex- 
pected mUerthe  second?  If  this  is  done  while  the  bank 
IS  on  its  beat  behanor,  what  may  she  not  do  when  freed 
from  all  reatndnt  and  denvcred  up  to  tfie  boundless  cupi- 
dity and  vemorseles  exactions  of  a  moneyed  corporation? 

6.  To  deal  in  pawns,  merchandise,  and  bdia  of  ex- 
change.— I  hope  the  Senate  will  not  require  me  to  read 
dry  passages  from  the  charter  to  prove  what  I  say.  I 
know  I  speak  a  thing  nearly  incredible  when  I  allege  that 
this  bank,  in  addition  to  all  its  other  attributes,  is  an  in- 
corporated company  of  pawnbrokers!  The  aflegation 
stingers  belief,  but  a  reference  to  the  charter  will  dispel 
incredulity.  The  charter,  in  the  first  part,  forbids  a  traffic 
in  merchandise;  in  the  afrcr  part,  permits  it.  For  truly 
this  instrument  seems  to  have  been  framed  upon  the 
principles  of  contraries;  one  principle  making  limitations, 
and  the  other  following  after  with  provisoes  to  undo  them. 
Thus  is  it  with  lands,  as  I  have  just  shown;  thus  is  it  with 
merchandise,  as  I  now  show.  The  bank  is  forbtden  to  deal 
in  merchandise — proviso,  unless  in  the  case  of  goods  pledg- 
edfor  money  lent,  and  not  redeemed  to  the  day;  and, 
proviso,  a^in,  unless  for  goods  which  shall  be  the  proceeds 
of  its  landa.  With  the  help  of  these  t»o  provisoes,  it  is 
clear  that  the  limitation  is  undone;  it  is  clear  that  the  bank 
is  at  liberty  to  act  the  pawnbroker  and  merchant,  to  any 
extent  tiiat  it  pleases.  It  may  say  to  all  the  merchants  who 
vsnt  loans,  Fledge  your  stores,  gentlemen!  They  fiiust 
do  or  do  Worse;  and,  if  any  accident  prevents  redemp- 
tion on  the  day,  the  pawn  ia  forfeited,  and  the  hank  tikes 
pOBSesmon.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  Uy  out  its  rents  for 
goods;  it  may  sell  its  real  estate,  now  worth  three  millions 
of  dollars,  for  goods.  Tlius  the  bank  is  an  incorporated 
company  of  pawnbrokers  and  merchants,  as  well  as  an 
incorporation  of  landlords  and  land-speculators;  and 
this  derogatoiy  nivilcge,  like  the  others  is  copied  frutn 
the  old  Bank  of  Enjgland  charter  of  1694.  Bills  of  ex- 
chai^  are  also  subjected  to  the  trafltc  of  this  bank.  It  is 
a  traffic  unconnected  with  the  trade  of  banking,  dangerous 
for  a  great  bank  to  hold,  and  now  operating  most  mjuri- 
ously  in  the  Soutli  and  West.  It  is  the  process  which  drains 
these  quarters  of  the  Union  of  their  gold  and  silver,  and 
stifles  the  growth  of  a  fair  commerce  in  the  products  of 
tlie  country.  The  merchants,  to  make  remittances,  buy 
hills  of  exchange  from  the  branch  hanks,  instead  of  buying 
produce  from  the  farmers.  The  bills  are  piid  for  in  gold 
and  silver;  and,  eventually,  the  gold  and  ulver  are  sent  to 
the  mother  bank,  or  to  the  branches  in  tlie  Eastern  cities, 
either  to  meet  these  bills,  or  to  replenisli  their  coffers,  and 
to  furnish  vast  loans  to  favorite  States  or  individuals.  The 
bills  sell  cheap,  say  a  fraction  of  one  per  cent.;  Uiej'  are, 
thereforei  %  good  remittance  to  the  merchant.   To  the 


hank  the  opention  is  doubly  good;  for  even  the  half  of 

one  per  cent,  on  bills  of  excnange  is  a  great  profit  to  the 
institution  which  monopolizes  that  business,  while  the  col- 
lection and  delivery  to  the  branches  of  all  the  hard  money 
in  the  country  is  a  still  more  corsiderable  advantage.  Un- 
der this  system,  the  best  of  the  Western  banks — I  do  not 
speak  of  those  which  had  no  foundations,  and  sunk  under 
the  weight  of  neighborhood  opinion— but  those  which  de- 
served &v(nr  and  confidence,  sunk  ten  years  a|po.  Under 
this  system,  the  entire  West  is  now  undergmn^f  a  nlen^ 
general,  and  innnble  drun  of  its  hard  money;  and,  if  not 
quickly  arrested,  these  States  will  soon  he,  so  ftr  as  the 
precious  metals  are  concerned,  no  more  than  the  empty 
skin  of  an  immolated  victim. 

7.  To  establish  branches  in  the  different  States  without 
their  consent,  and  in  defiance  of  their  renitance. — No  one 
can  deny  the  degrading  and  injurious  tendency  of  thi^  pri- 
vilege. It  derogates  from  the  sovereignty  of  a  State;  tram- 

f)les  upon  her  Uws;  injures  her  revenue  and  commerce; 
Hys  open  her  Government  to  the  attacks  of  centralisni;  im- 
pairs the  property  of  her  citizens;  and  fastens  a  vampire 
on  her  bosom  to  suck  ovX  her  gold  and  silver.  1.  It 
derogates  from  her  sovereignty,  because  the  central  insti- 
tution may  impose  its  intrusive  branches  upon  the  State 
without  her  consent,  and  in  defiance  of  her  renatance.  • 
This  has  already  been  done.  The  State  of  Alabama,  but 
four  years  ago,  by  a  resolve  of  her  Legislature^  remoit- 
strated  against  the  intru»on  of  a  brancli  upon  her.  She 
protested  against  the  ftvor.  Was  the  will  of  tlie  State  res- 
pected? On  tlie  contrary,  was  not  a  branch  instantane- 
ously forced  upon  her,  as  if,  by  the  suddenness  of  the  ac- 
tion, to  make  a  striking  and  conspicuous  display  of  the 
omnipotence  of  the  bank,  and  tlie  nullity  of  the  State? 
3.  It  tramples  upon  her  laws;  because,  according  to 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  bank  and  all  its 
branches  are  wholly  independent  of  State  IcgisLition ;  and 
it  tramples  on  them  again,  because  it  authorizes  foreigners 
to  hold  lands  and  tenements  in  every  State,  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  many  of  ihem;  and  because  it  admits  of  the  morl- 
mmn  tenure,  which  a  condemned  by  all  the  republican 
States  in  the  Union.  3.  It  injures  her  revenue,  because 
the  bank  stock,  under  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
is  not  liable  to  taxation.  And  thus,  foreigners,  and  non- 
resident Americansi'who  monopolize  the  money  of  the 
State,  who  hold  its  best  lands  and  town  lots,  who  meddle 
in  its  elections,  and  suck  out  its  gold  and  silver,  and  per- 
form no  military  duty,  are  exempted  from  paying  taxes,  in 
proportion  to  their  wealth,  for  Ac  support  of  the  State 
whose  laws  they  trample  upon,  and  wDose  benefits  tltey 
usurp.  4.  It  subjects  the  State  to  the  dangerous  ma- 
noeuvres and  intrigues  of  centralism,  by  means  of  the 
tenants,  debtors,  bank  officers,  and  bank  money,  which 
the  central  directory  retain  in  the  State,  and  may  embody 
ami  direct  against  it  in  its  elections,  and  in  its  legislative 
and  judicial  proceedings.  5.  It  tends  to  impajr  the  pro- 
perty of  the  citizens,  and,  in  some  instances,  tliat  of  the 
States,  by  destroying  the  State  banks  in  wliich  they  have 
invested  theu*  money.  6.  It  is  injurious  to  the  commerce 
of  the  States,  (I  speak  of  the  Western  States,)  by  sub- 
stituting a  trade  in  hills  of  exchange,  for  a  trade  in  the 
products  of  the  country.  7.  It  fastt-ns  a  vamnire  on  the 
bosom  of  the  State,  to  suck  away  its  gold  ana  silver,  and 
to  co-operate  with  the  course  of  trade,  of  federal  legisla- 
tion, and  of  exchange,  in  draining  the  South  and  West  of 
all  their  hard  money.  The  SouUiern  States,  u  ith  their 
thirty  millions  of  annual  exports  in  cotton,  rice»  and  to- 
bacco, and  the  Western  States,  with  their  twelve  ndllions 
of  provisions  and  tobacco  exported  from  ><ew  Orleans, 
and  five  millions  consumed  in  the  South,  and  on  the  lower 
Missisuppi, — tliat  is  to  say,  wilh  three-fifths  of  Uie  mar- 
ketable productions  of  tlic  Union,  are  not  able  to  sustain 
thirty  specie  paying  banlu;  while  the  minority  of  the 
States  north  of  the  Potomac,  without  any  of  the  great 


Digitized  by 


Google 


65 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


66 


Fxs.  3,  1831.] 


SatA  of  the  United  Statea. 


sttplea  for  export,  bftve  above  four  hundred  of  such 
banks.  Theie  3tkte%  without  rice,  without  cotton,  with- 
out tobwco,  without  sagBT,  and  with  len  flour  and  pro- 
«ittoii%  to  export,  are  saturated  with  gold  and  Bilver, 
■whUe  ttie  Southern  and  Western  States,  with  all  the  real 
sources  of  wealth,  are  in  a  state  of  the  utmost  destitution. 
For  this  calamitous  reversal  of  the  natural  order  of  things, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  stands  forth  pre-eminently 
culpable.  Tei^  U  is  pre-eminently  culpable!  and  a  state- 
ment in  the  Nationu  Intelligencer  or  tliis  morninjg,  (a 
paper  which  would  uveratate  no  fact  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  bank,)  cites  and  proclaims  the  fact  which  proves  this 
culpability.  It  dwells,  and  exults,  on  the  quantity  of 
gold  and  nirer  in  the  vaults  of  the  United  States'  Bank. 
It  declaresthatinstitutionio  be  <*  overburdened"  i|ith  gold 
and  silver;  and  well  may  it  be  so  overburtbened,  since  it 
has  lifted  the  load  entirely  from  the  South  and  West.  It 
calls  these  metals  **m  dru(^'  in  the  hands  of  the  banki  that 
u  to  say,  an  article  for  which  no  purchaser  can  be  found. 
Let  tilts  **drug,"  like  the  treasures  of  the  dethroned  Dey 
of  Algiers,  be  released  from  tlie  dominion  of  its  keeper; 
let  a  part  go  back  to  the  South  and  West,  and  the  bank  will 
no  longer  complain  of  repletion,  nor  they  of  depletion. 

8.  Exemption  of  the  stockholders  from  individual  lia- 
biTity  CD  the  failure  of  the  bank.  This  privilege  dero- 
gates from  the  common  law,  is  contrary  to  the  prindple 
of  partoenhips,  and  injurious  to  the  ri^ts  of  the  com- 
munity. It  is  a  peculiar  privilege  grantea  by  kv  to  tfiese 
corporator^  and  exempting  them  ^ora  liabifiQr,  except  in 
their  corporate  capacity,  and  to  the  amount  of  the  amets 
of  the  corporation.  Unhappily,  these  assets  are  never 
attez,  that  ii  to  s.iy,  enougli,  when  occasion  comes  for  re- 
curring to  them.  When  a  bank  fails,  its  assets  are  always 
less  than  its  debits;  so  that  responsibility  &lls  the  instant 
that  liabili^  aC ernes.  Let  no  one  say  that  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  is  too  great  to  fail.  One  greater  than 
it,  and  its  prototype,  has  biled,  and  that  in  our  own  day, 
and  for  twenty  years  at  a  time:  the  Bank  of  England 
&ilcd  in  1797,  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  on 
the  point  of  felling  in  1819.  The  same  cause,  namely, 
stockjobbing  and  overtnuling,  carried  both  to  Uie  brink 
of  destruction^  the  same  means  saved  both,  namely,  the 
name,  the  credit  and  the  helping  hand  of  the  Govem- 
menU  which  protected  them.  Yes,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  ma^  &il;  and  its  stockholders  live  in  splen- 
dor upon  the  princely  estates  acquired  with  its  notes, 
while  the  industrious  classes,  who  hold  these  notes,  will 
be  unable  to  receive  a  shilling  for  them.  This  is  unjust. 
It  is  a  vice  in  the  charter.  The  true  principle  in  banking 
reqiures  each  stockholder  to  be  liable  to  the  amount  of 
his  shaj«s;  and  subjects  him  to  the  summary  action  of 
every  holder  on  the  Culure  of  the  institution,  till  he  has 
paid  up  the  amount  of  liis  subscription-  This  is  the  true 
principle.  It  has  prevailed  in  Scotland  for  the  last  cen- 
tury, and  no  auch  thing  as  a  broken  bank  has  been  known 
there  in  all  that  time. 

9.  To  have  the  United  States  for  a  partner.  Sir,  there 
is  one  consequence,  one  result  of  all  partnerships  be- 
tween a.  Government  and  individuals,  which  should  of  it* 
self,  and  in  a  mere  mercantile  point  of  view,  condemn  this 
association  on  the  .part  <^  the  Federal  Government  It  is 
the  principle  which  puts  the  strong  partner  forward  to 
bear  the  burthen  whenever  the  concern  is  in  danger.  Tlie 
weaker  members  flock  to  the  strong  partner  at  the  ap- 
proach of  the  storm,  and  the  necessity  of  venturing  more 
to  save  what  he  has  already  staked,  leaves  him  no  alterna- 
tive. He  becomes  the  Atlas  of  the  firm,  and  bears  all 
upon  hja  own  shoulders.  This  is  tlie  prinraple:  what  is 
the  fact.'  Why,  that  the  United  States  has  already  been 
compelled  to  sustain  the  federal  bank;  to  prop_  it  with 
faer  rerenues  and  its  cre^t  in  the  triab  and  crisis  of  its 
early  adnunistration.  I  pass  orer  other  instances  of  the 
dumage  MiflTcred  by  the  United  StiUes  on  account  of  this 
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partnership;  the  immuue  standiag  depontes  for  which 
we  receive  no  compensation)  the  loan  of  five  ntillions  of 
our  own  mon^,  for  which  we  have  paid  a  million  and  a 
half  in  interest;  the  five  per  cent,  stock  note,  on  whidi 
we  have  paid  our  partners  four  million  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  in  interest;  the  loss  of  ten 
millions  on  the  three  per  cent,  stock,  and  the  ri^cu- 
lous  catastrophe  of  the  miserable  boniu,  which  has  been 
paid  to  us  with  a  fi«etion  (riT  our  own  mcmey;  I  pass 
over  all  this,  and  come  to  the  point  of  a  direct  loss,  as  a 
partner,  in  the  dividends 'upon  the  stock  itself.  Upon  this 
naked  pinnt  of  profit  and  loss,  to  be  decided  by  a  rule  in 
arithmetic,  wc  have  sustained  a  direct  and  heavy  loss.  The 
stock  held  by  the  United  States,  as  every  bodv  knows, 
was  subscribed,  not  paid.  It  was  a  stock  note,  deposited 
for  seven  millions  of  dollars,  bearing  an  interest  of  five 
per  cent.  The  inducement  to  tliis  sid)scription  was  ttie 
seductive  conception  that,  by  paying  five  per  cent,  on  its 
note,  the  United  States  would  clear  four  or  five  per  cent 
in  getting  a  dividend  of  eight  or  ten.  This  was  the  in- 
ducement; now  for  the  realization  of  this  fine  conception. 
Let  us  see  it.  Here  it  is:  an  official  return  from  the  Be- 
gtster  of  the  Treasury  of  interest  paid,  and  of  diviilends 
received.  The  account  stands  thus: 
Interest  paid  by  the  United  SUtes,  94,725,009 
Dividentu  received  by  the  United  States,  ^629,^ 

Loss  to  the  United  States,  95,574 
Disadvantageous  u  tlds  partnership  must  be  to  the 
Urated  States  in  a  moneyed  point  of  view,  there  is  a  far 
more  gnve  and  serious  aspect  under  which  to  view  it 
It  is  tlie  political  aspect,  resulting  from  the  union  between 
the  bank  and  the  Government  This  union  has  been  tried 
in  England,  and  has  been  found  there  to  he  just  as  diuft- 
trous  a  conjunction  as  the  union  of  church  and  State.  It 
is  the  corgunetion  of  the  lender  and  the  borrower,  and 
holy  writ  has  tcdd  us  whi<^  these  categories  will  be 
master  of  the  other.  But  suppose  they  agree  to  drop 
rivalry,  and  unite  their  resources.  Suppose  they  com. 
bine,  and  make  a  push  for  political  power:  how  great  is 
the  mischief  which  they  may  not  accomplish!  But,  on 
this  bead,  I  wish  to  use  the  language  of  one  of  the  bright- 
est patriots  of  Great  Britaint  one  who  has  shown  himself 
in  these  modem  days,  to  be  the  worthy  successor  of  those 
(dd  iron  barons  whose  patriotism  commanded  the  unpur- 
chaseable eulogium  of  the  elder  Pitt.  I  speak  of^  Sir 
William  Pulteney,  and  his  speech  agunst  the  Bank  of  Eng^ 
hmd,  in  1797. 

Taa  snscH— JErfrad.— "I  have  said  enouf^  to  show 
that  Government  has  been  rendered  dependent  on  the 
bank,  and  more  particularly  so  in  the  time  of  warj  and 
though  the  bank  has  not  yet  ftlten  into  die  bands  of  am- 
bitious men,  yet  it  is  evident  that  it  might,  in  such  hapdi^ 
assume  a  power  sufficient  to  control  and  overawe,  not  only 
the  ministers,  but  king,  lords,  and  commons.  •  •  •  • 
As  the  bank  has  thus  become  dan^rous  to  Government, 
it  migbt,  on  the  other  hand,  by  uniting  with  an  ambitious 
nunister,  become  the  means  of  establishing  a  fourth  e»- 
tote,  sufficient  to  involve  this  nation  in  irretrievable  slavery, 
and  ought,  therefore,  to  be  dreaded  as  much  as  a  certain 
East  In^  bin  was  justly  dreaded,  at  a  period  not  very 
remote.  I  wilt  not  say  that  tiie  present  minister,  (the 
younger  Pitt,)  by  endeavoring,  at  this  criris,  to  take  the 
Bank  of  EngUnd  under  his  protection,  can  have  any  view 
to  make  use,  hereafter,  of  that  ei^ne  to  perpetuate  his 
own  power,  and  to  enable  him  to  domineer  over  our  con- 
stitution: if  that  could  be  supposed,  it  would  tmly  show 
that  men  can  entertain  a  vmy  diiTerent  train  «  idea^ 
when  endeavning  to  ovenet  a  rival,  from  what  occurs  to 
them  when  intenmng  to  support  and  fix  themselves.  Hy 
object  is  to  secure  the  count^  against  all  risk  either  from 
the  hank  as  opposed  to  Goremment^  or  as  the  engine  of 
amhitioui  men." 
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And  this  is  my  object  also.  I  vfsh  to  secure  the  Union 
from  all  chance  of  ham  from  thia  banlc.  I  wish  to  pro- 
vide against  its  friendship,  as  well  as  its  enmity — a^inst 
all  dan{[er  from  its  hug*,  as  well  as  from  its  hlow.  I  wish 
to  provide  against  all  risk,  and  every  hazard;  for,  if  this 
risk  and  hazard  were  too  great  to  be  encountend  by  King, 
Lord%  and  Commons,  in  Great  Britain,  they  must  certainty 
be  too  great  to  be  encountered  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  who  are  hut  commons  alone. 

10.  To  have  foreigners  for  partners. — This,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, will  be  a  Strang  story  to  be  told  in  the  West.  The 
downright  and  u|)riglit  people  of  that  unsophisticated 
region  believe  that  words  mean  what  they  signify,  and 
that  "  the  Bank  of  the  United  States"  is  the  Baiilt  of  tlie 
United  States.  How  great  then  must  be  their  astonish- 
ment to  leiun  that  this  belief  is  a  felse  conception,  and  that 
this  bank  (its  whole  name  to  tlie  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing,) is  just  as  much  the  bank  of  foreigners  as  it  is  of  the 
Federal  Government.  Here  1  would  like  to  have  the 
proof — a  list  of  the  names  and  nations,  to  establish  this 
almost  incredible  fact.  But  I  have  no  access  except  to 
public  documents,  and  from  one  of  these  I  learn  as  much 
as  will  answer  the  present  pinch.  It  is  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
■entatiyes^  for  the  last  sesuon  of  Con^ss.  That  report 
admits  that  foreigners  own  seren  millions  of  the  stock  of 
this  bank;  and  every  body  knows  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment owns  seven  millions  also. 

Thus  it  is  proved  that  foreigners  are  as  deeply  interested 
in  this  bank  as  the  United  States  Itself.    In  the  event  of  a 
renewal  of  the  charter  they  will  be  much  more  deeply 
interested  than  at  present;  for  a  prospect  of  a  rise  in  the 
stock  to  two  huni^d  and  fifty,  and  the  unsettled  state  of 
things  in  Europe,  will  induce  them  to  make  great  invest- 
ments.   It  is  to  no  purpose  to  say  that  the  foreign  stock- 
holders cannot  be  voters  or  directurs.    The  answer  to 
that  suggestion  is  this:  tlie  foreigners  have  the  money; 
they  pay  down  the  cash,  and  want  no  accommodations; 
they  are  lenders,  not  borrowers;  and  in  a  great  moneyed 
institution  such  stockholders  must  have  the  greatest  in- 
fluence.   The  name  of  this  bank  is  a  deception  upon 
the  pubUc.    It  is  not  the  bank  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, as  its  name  would  import,  nor  of  the  States 
which  compose  this  Union;  but  chiefly  of  private  in- 
dividuals, forei^ers  as  Well  as  natives,  denizens,  and 
naturalized  subjects.    They  own  twenty-eight  millions  of 
the  stock,  the  Federal  Government  but  seven  millions, 
and  tlicBC  seven  are  precisely  balanced  by  the  stock  of 
tiic  aliens.    The  Federal  Government  and  the  aliens 
are  equal,  owning  one-fifth  each;  and  there  would  be  as 
much  truth  In  calling  it  the  F.nglish  Bank  as  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.    Now  mark  a  few  of  the  privileges 
which  thia  charter  gives  to  these  foreigners.    To  be  land- 
bolders,  in  defiance  of  the  State  laws,  which  forbid  aliens 
to  hold  land;  to  be  landlords  by  incorporation,  and  to  hold 
American  citizens  for  tenants;  to  hold  lands  in  mortmain; 
to  be  pawnbrokers  aiul  mercliants  by  incorporation;  to 
pay  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  in  their  own  notes; 
in  short,  to  do  every  thing  whieli  I  have  endeavored  to 
point  out  in  the  long  and  hideous  list  of  exclusive  privileges 
granted  to  this  bank.    If  I  have  shown  it  to  be  dangerous 
for  the  United  States  to  be  in  partnership  with  its  own 
citizens,  how  much  stronger  is  not  the  argument  against  a 
partnership  with  foreigners?   What  a  prospect  for  loans 
when  at  war  with  a  foreign  Power,  and  the  subjects  of  that 
Power  large  owners  of  the  bank  here,  from  which  alone, 
or  from  banks  liable  to  be  destroyed  by  it,  we  an  obtain 
money  to  carry  on  the  warl    What  a  state  of  things,  if,  in 
the  division  of  political  parties,  one  of  these  parties  and 
the  foreigners,  coalescing,  sliould  have  the  exclusive  con- 
trol of  all  the  money  in  the  Union,  and,  in  addition  to  the 
money,  sUmild  have  bodies  of  debtors,  tenants,  and  bank 
officers  stationed  in  all  the  Statei>,  with  a  supreme  and  irre- 


sponsible system  of  centralism  to  direct  the  whole!  Dan- 
gers from  such  contingencies  are  too  gr«at  and  obvious  to 
be  insisted  upon.  They  strike  the  common  sense  of  all 
mankind,  and  were  powerful  considerations  for  the  old 
whig  republicans  for  the  non-renewal  of  the  charter  of 
1791.  Mr.  Jefferson  and  the  whig  republicans  "Staked 
their  political  existence  on  the  non-renewal  of  that  charter. 
They  succeeded;  and,  by  succeeding;  prevented  the  coun- 
try m>m  being  li^d  at  the  mercy  of  Bntish  and  ultra-fede- 
ralists for  funds  to  carry  on  the  last  war.  It  is  said  the 
United  States  lost  forty  millions  by  using  depreciated  cur- 
rency during  the  last  war.  That,  probably,  ia  a  mistake 
of  -one-half.  But  be  it  so!  For  what  are  forty  millions 
compared  to  the  loss  of  the  war  itself— compared  to  the 
ruin  and  infamy  of  having  the  Government  arrested  for 
want  uf  money->-stopped  and  paralyzed  by  the  reception 
of  such  a  note  as  the  younger  Pitt  received  l^om  the  Bank 
ofEnglandin  1795? 

11.  Exemption  from  due  course  oflaw  fbr  violations  of 
its  charter. — This  Is  a  privilege  which  affects  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  and  stands  without  example  in  the  annals 
of  republican  legislation.    In  the  caae  of  all  other  delin- 
quents, whether  persons  or  corporations,  the  laws  take 
their  course  a^inst  those  who  offend  them.    It  is  the 
right  of  every  citizen  to  set  the  laws  in  motion  i^inst  eveiy 
offender;  and  it  is  tlie  constitution  of  the  hw,  when  set  in 
motion,  to  work  through,  like  a  machine,  regardless  of 
powers  and  principalities,  and  cutting  down  the  guilty 
which  may  stand  in  its  way.    Not  so  in  the  case  of  tliis 
bank.    In  its  behalf,  there  are  barriers  erected  between 
the  citizen  and  his  oppressor,  between  the  wrong  and  the 
remedy,  betw-ecn  the  law  and  the  ofTender.    Instead  of  a 
right  to  sue  out  a  scire  facias  or  a  quo  warranto,  the  injured 
citizen,  with  an  humble  petition  in  his  hand,  must  repair 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  to  Congress,  and 
crave  their  leave  to  do  so.    If  leave  is  denied,  (and  dented 
it  will  be  whenever  the  bank  lias  a  peculiar  friend  in  the 
President,  or  a  majority  of  such  friends  in  Congress,  the 
convenient  pretext  being  always  at  hand  that  the  general 
welfare  requires  the  bank  to  be  sustained,)  lie  can  proceed 
no  further.    The  machinery  of  the  law  cannot  be  act  m 
motion,  and  the  great  offender  laughs  from  behind  his  bar- 
rier at  the  impotent  resentment  of  its  helpless  victim. 
Thus  the  bank,  for  the  phiinest  viohitions  of  its  charter, 
and  the  greatest  oppressions  of  the  citizen,  may  escape  the 
pursuit  of  justice.    Tlius  the  administration  of  justice  is 
subject  to  be  strangled  in  its  birth  for  the  shelter  and  pro- 
tection of  this  bank.    But  this  is  not  all.    Another  and 
most  alarming  mischief  results  from  the  same  extraordinary 
privilege.    It  gives  the  bank  a  direct  interest  in  the  Pi-e- 
ndcntial  and  Congressional  elections:  it  gi'"*", "^^^^  tor 
friends  in  Congress  and  in  the  Presidential  chair.  Its  fate, 
its  very  existence,  may  often  depend  upon  the  friendship 
of  the  President  and  Congress;  and,  in  such  cases,  it  is  not 
in  human  iiatnre  to  avoid  using  the  immense  means  in  the 
hands  of  the  bank  to  influence  tlie  elections  of  these  offi- 
Take  the  existing  feet — the  case  to  which  I  alluded 
at  the  commeT«:emeiit  of  this  speech.    There  is  a  case 
made  out,  ripe  with  judiciiJ  evidence,  and  big  with  tlie  fate 
of  tlic  bank.    It  is  a  case  of  usury  at  the  rate  of  forty-six 
per  cent.,  in  violation  of  the  charter,  which  only  admits  an 
Interest  of  six.    The  facts  were  admitted,  in  the  court  be- 
low, by  the  bank's  demun  er;  the  law  wa.s  decided,  in  the 
court  above,  by  the  supreme  judges.    The  admission  con- 
cludes the  facts;  the  decision  concludes  the  law.   The  for- 
feiture of  the  charier  is  e«tftblislied;  the  forfeitore  is  in- 
curredf  the  application  of  the  forfeiture  alone  ia  wanting 
to  put  an  end  to  the  institution.    An  impartial  President 
or  Congress  might  let  the  laws  take  their  course;  those  of 
a  dilTerent  temper  might  interpose  their  veto.    What  a 
crisis  for  the  bank!    It  beholds  the  sword  of  Damocles 
suspended  over  its  head!    Wliat  an  interest  m  keeping 
those  away  who  might  suffer  tlte  Itair  to  be  cut! 
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13.  To  hire  all  these  unjuit  privileges  secured  to  the 
corporators  u  a  monopoly,  by  a  pledge  of  the  public  faith 
to  charter  no  other  bank — This  is  the  most  hideous  fea- 
ture in  the  whole  nuus  <tf  deformity.  If  these  banlcs  are 
beneficial  institutions,  vhy  not  aeveral?  one,  at  least,  and 
each  independent  of  the  other,  to  each  jfreat  section  of  the 
Union.^  If  nulipiant,  why  create  one?  The  reatriction 
consUtutes  the  monopoly,  and  renders  moreinvirtiouawhat 
was  sufficiently  hateful  in  itself.  It  is,  indeed,  *  double 
monopoly,  legislative  as  well  as  bankinpr;  for  the  Congress 
«f  1816  monopolized  the  power  to  grant  these  monopolies. 
It  has  tied  up  the  hands  of  its  successors;  and  if  this  can 
be  done  on  one  snbject,  and  for  twenty  years,  why  not 
upon  all  subjects,  and  for  all  lime?  Hei  e  is  the  form  of 
words  which  operate  this  double  engrossment  of  our  rights: 
"  No  other  bank  shall  be  established  by  any  future  law  of 
Congress  during  the  continuance  of  the  corporation  hereby 
enacted,  for  \ihich  the  foith  of  Congress  is  hereby  pledg- 
eds"  with  %  proviso  for  the  District  of  Coliimbik.  And 
that  no  incident  might  be  wanting  to  complete  the  title  of 
thia  cbuier,  to  the  utter  reprobation  of  whig  republicans, 
tb»  compound  monopoly,  and  the  very  form  of  words  in 
which  It  IS  conceived,  is  copied  from  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  England!— not  the  charter  of  William  and  Mary, 
as  granted  in  1694,  (for  the  Bill  of  Rights  was  then  fresh 
in  the  memones  of  Englis'imen,)  but  the  charter  as  amend- 
ed, and  that  for  money,  in  the  memorable  reign  of  Queen 


cbence,  aad  non-reantanee,  were  riding  and  ruling  over 
the  prostrate  liberties  of  England!  This  is  the  precious 
penod,  and  these  the  noble  authors,  from  which  the  idea 
was  ^rrowed,  and  the  very  form  of  words  copied,  which 
now  figure  jn  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
conatitutuiy  that  double  monopoly,  which  restricts  at  once 
^.P****"  "  Congress  and  the  rights  of  the  citizens. 

These,  Mr.  President,  are  the  chief  of  the  exclusive 
pnvile^s  which  constitute  the  monopoly  of  the  Bank  of 
the  Dnit*d  States.  1  have  spoken  of  them,  not  as  they  de- 
aerved,  but  as  my  abilities  have  permitted.  I  have  shown 
you  that  they  are  not  only  evil  in  themselves,  but  copied 
from  an  evU  example.  1  now  wish  to  show  you  that  the 
Goremment  from  which  we  have  made  thia  copy  has  con- 
demned the  origimit  and,  after  showing  thia  fact,  I  think 
I  shall  be  able  to  apperi,  with  sensible  effect,  to  all  liberal 
minds,  to  follow  the  enlightened  example  of  Great  Brit»n 
in  getting  rid  of  a  dangerous  and  invidious  institution,  after 
having  followed  her  pernicious  example  in  assuming  it. 
For  this  purpose,  I  will  have  recourse  to  proof,  and  will 

read  from  British  state  papers  of  1826.    1  will  read  ex-  ,     •   .  ^  ,     ■■        •  . 

tracts  from  the  correspondence  between  Earl  Livernool,  »  ^<enK<*  °y  H«  Majesty's  ministers  inadequate  to 


first  Ltrnl  of  the  Treasury,  and  Mr.  Robinson,  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  on  one  ride,  and  the  Governor  and 
Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England  on  the  other; 
the  nbjeet  being  the  renewal,  or  rather  non-renewal,  of 
tlie  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England. 

CommumaUumMfixm  the  Fini  Lord  d"  the  Treaturv  cmd 
ChaneeUor  of  the  Exekemier  to  the  Governor  and  iSeputy 
Governor  of  the  Bank  ofHagland. — Extraeta. 
"  The  &ilures  which  have  occurred  in  England*  onac* 
companied  as  they  have  been  by  the  same  occurrences  in 
Scotland,  tend  to  prove  that  there  must  hare  been  an  un- 
solid  and  delu^ve  system  of  banking  in  one  part  of  Great 
Britain^  and  a  solid  and  substantial  one  in  the  other.  *  *  •  * 
In  Scotland,  there  are  not  more  than  thirty  banks,  (three 
chartered,)  and  these  banks  have  stood  firm  amidst  aU  the 
convulsions  in  the  money  market  in  England,  and  amidst 
all  Uie  distresses  to  which  the  manu&cturinr  and  agricul> 
tural  iatereats  in  Scotland,  as  well  as  in  England,  have  oc- 
casionally been  aabject.  Banks  of  thia  descnptifui  must  ne- 
ceasu-il/  be  conducted  upon  the  generally  undmtood  and 


approved  principles  of  banking.  •  •  •  *  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land may,  perhaps,  propose,  as  they  did  upon  a  former 
occasion,  the  extension  of  the  term  of  their  exclusive  pri- 
vilcgfe,  as  to  the  metropolis  and  its  ndghborhood,  beyond 
the  year  183o,  as  the  price  of  Uiis  concession,  [immediate 
snrrender  of  exclusive  privileges.]  It  would  be  very  much 
to  be  regretted  that  they  should  require  any  such  condi- 
tion. •  •  •  •  It  is  obvious,  from  what  passed  before,  that 
Parliament  will  never  agree  to  It.  •  •  •  •  Such  privileges 
are  out  of  fastiioTi;  and  what  expectation  can  the  bank, 
under  present  circumstances,  entertun  that  theirs  will  be 
renewed?"— JSm.  13. 

Answer  of  the  Court  of  Directors. — Extract. 
"  Under  the  uncertainty  in  which  the  Court  of  Directors 
find  themselves  with  respect  to  the  death  of  the  bank,  and 
the  effect  which  they  may  have  on  the  interests  of  the 
bank,  this  court  cannot  feel  themselves  justified  in  recom- 
men^ng  to  the  proprietors  to  mve  up  the  privilc^  which 
th-^y  now  enjoy,  sanctioned  and  confirmed  as  it  is  by  the 
solemn  acts  of  the  Lepslature." — Jan.  20. 

Second  communieation  from  the  Mhuttera. — Extract. 
"  The  First  Loi-d  of  the  Treasury  and  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  have  considered  the  answer  of  the  bank  of  the 
20th  instant  Tliey  cannot  but  r^ret  that  tlie  Court  of 
Directors  sliould  have  declined  to  recommendto  the  Court 
of  Proprietors  the  conuderation  of  the  paper  derivered  by 
the  First  Lord  of  tlie  lYeasury  and  the  Cltancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  on  the 
13th  instant.  The  statement  contamed  in  that  paper  ap- 
pears to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trcasui^  and  the  Chancellor 
of  tlie  Exchequer  so  full  and  explicit  on  all  the  points  to 
which  it  related,  that  they  have  nothing  further  to  add, 
although  they  w;ould  have  been,  and  utilfare,  read#  to  an- 
swer, as  far  as  possible,  any  specific  questions  which  might 
be  put,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  uncertainty  in 
which  the  Court  of  Directors  state  themselves  to  be  with 
respect  to  the  details  of  the  plan  suggested  in  that  paper." 
—Jan.  23. 

Second  answer  of  Ute  Bank. — Extract. 
"The  Committee  of  Treasury  [bank]  having  taken  into 
consideration  the  paper  received  from  the  First  Lord  of 
tlie  Treasuiy  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  <1ated 
January  33^  and  finding  that  His  Majesty's  uunistCTS  per- 
severe in  their  desire  to  propose  to  restrict  immoiUately 
the  exclusive  pri^lege  of  the  tunk,  as  to  the  number  of 
partners  engaged  in  banking  to  a  certain  distance  from  die 
metropolis,  and  also  continue  to  be  of  opinion  that  ParKa- 
ment  would  not  consent  to  renew  the  privilege  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  period  of  their  present  charter;  finding, 
also,  that  tlie  proposal  by  the  bank  of  establishing  brancli 


the  wants  of  the  country,  are  of  opinion  tliai  it  woyld  be 
desirable  for  this  corporation  to  propose,  as  a  basis,  the 
act  of  6th  of  George  the  Fourth,  which  states  the  condi- 
tions on  which  the  Bank  of  Ireland  relinquished  its  exclu- 
sive privileges;  this  corporation  waiving  the  question  of  a 
prolongation  of  time,  alUiough  the  committee  [of  the 
bank]  cannot  agree  in  the  opinion  of  the  UrstLord  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  Chuicellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  they 
are  not  making  a  conttderable  sacrifice,  advertii^  espe- 
cially to  the  Bank  of  Ireland  remiuning  in  posse«non  of 
that  privilege  five  years  longer  than  the  Bank  of  England." 
—Jan.  25. 

Here,  Mr.  Pre»dent,  is  the  end  of  all  the  exclusive  pri- 
vileges tind  odious  monopoly  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
That  ancient  and  powerful  institution,  so  loi^  the  haughty 
tyrant  of  the  moneyed  world — so  long  the  subadlzer  of 
Kings  and  ministers — so longthefruitfti)  mother  <tf  national 
debt  and  useless  wars — so  long  the  prolific  manufiwtoiTof 
nabobs  and  paupers — so  long  the  dread  dictator  of  its 
own  terms  to  Parlianient-^iow  droops  tlie  conqueicd 
vingt  lowm  its  proud  ceeat,  and  quails  under  ttie  blows 
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of  itB  Ute  despised  assMlants.  It  Brat  puts  on  a.  count' 
geous  air,  mnd  lakes  a  stand  upon  privileges  sanctioned 
D]r  time»  and  confiAned  by  solemn  acts.  Seeing  tlwt  the 
ministerd  could  hare  no  more  to  sajr  to  men  vno  would 
talk  of  privileges  in  the  nineteenth  century,  and  be- 
ing reminded  Uiat  Parliament  was  inexorable,  the  bully 
suddenly  degcnmtes  into  tlie  craven,  and,  from  riiowtng 
fig'ht,  calls  for  quarter.  The  directors  condescend  to  beg 
for  the  smallest  remnant  of  their  former  power,  for  five 
yeu-s  only;  for  the  city  of  London  event  and  offer  to  send 
bmnchei  into  all  quarters.  Derued  at  erery  point,  the 
subdued  tyrant  acquiesces  in  his  fiite,  atinooncet  his  sub- 
mitsion  to  the  spirit  and  intelligence  of  the  age;  and  quiet- 
ly wnka  down  into  the  humble,  but  safe  and  (teeftil,  condi- 
tion of  a  Scottish  pi  ovincial  bank. 

And  here  it  is  profitable  to  pause;  to  look  back,  and  see 
by  what  means  this  ancient  and  powerful  institution — this 
Babylon  of  the  banking  world — was  so  suddenly  and  so  to- 
tally prostrated.  Who  did  it?  And  with  what  weapons? 
Sir,  it  was  done  by  that  power  whidi  ia  now  regulating 
the  affairs  of  the  civilized  world.  It  wn  done  by  the 
power  of  public  opinion.  Invoked  by  the  working  mem- 
bers of  the  British  Parliament.  It  was  done  by  Sir  Henry 
Parnell,  who  led  the  attack  upon  the  Wellington  ministry 
on  the  night  of  the  15th  of  November;  by  Sir  William 
Pulteney,  Mr.  Grenfell,  Mr.  Hume,  Mr.  EtfWd  ElUct, 
and  others,  the  working  members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, such  as  had,  a  few  years  before,  overthrown  the  gi- 
gantic oppresHons  of  the  salt  tax.  These  arc  the  men 
who  have  overthrown  the  Bank  of  England.  Tliey  began 
the  attack  in  1834,  under  the  discouragingcryoftoo  soon, 
ton  soon— for  tlic  charter  had  then  nine  years  to  nut!  and 
ended  with  showing  tliat  they  bad  began  just  hoonenou^h. 
They  began  with  the  minister  in  their  front,  on  the  side 
of  tlie  bank,  and  ended  with  having  them  on  their  own 
aide,  and  makii^  them  co-operators  m  tlic  attack,  and  the 
instruments  and  mflictcrs  of  the  fatal  and  final  blow.  But 
let  us  do  justice  to  these  ministers.  Though  wrong  in  the 
beginning,  they  were  riglit  in  the  ead;  though  monarch- 
ist^  they  behaved  like  republicans.  They  were  not  Po- 
lignacs.  They  yieldetl  to  the  intelligence  of  the  age;  they 
yielded  to  the  spirit  which  proscribes  monopolies  and  pri- 
vileges, and  in  tlieir  correspondence  with  the  bank  direc- 
tors, spoke  truth  and  reason,  and  asserted  liberal  princi- 
ples, with  a  ptnnt  and  power  which  qidckly  put  an  end  to 
dangerous  and  tibsidete  pretennons.  They  told  the  biknk 
the  mortifying  truths,  that  its  system  was  unsol'id  and  de- 
lua've—that  its  priv'deees  and  monopoly  were  out  of 
fasiliion — that  tliey  could  not  be  prolonged  for  five  years 
even — nor  sufiered  to  exist  in  London  alone;  and,  what 
was  still  more  cutting,  that  the  banks  of  Scotland,  which 
had  no  monopoly,  no  privilege,  no  connexion  with  the 
Government,  which  pud  interest  on  deposites,  and  whose 
stockholders  were-  rcaponaible  to  the  amount  of  ,  their 
aliarefr— were  the  solid  and  substantial  banks,  which  alone 
Ihe  public  mterest  could  hereafter  recognise.  They  did 
their  business,  when  they  undertookit,  like  true  men;  and, 
in  the  single  phrase,  out  of  fiwhion,  achieved  the  most  pow- 
erful combination  of  solid  argument,  and  contemptuous 
scarcasm,  that  ever  was  compressed  into  two  words.  It 
18  a  phntae  of  electrical  power  over  the  senses  and  pas- 
nons.  It  throws  back  the  mind  to  the  reigns  of  the  Tu> 
dors  and  Stuarti— the  termagsjit  Elizabeth  and  ^he  peda- 
gogue James — and  routes  within  us  all  tfie  shame  uid  rage 
we  have  been  accustomed  to  feel  at  the  view  of  the  scan- 
dalous sales  of  privileges  and  monopolies  which  were  the 
di^frace  and  oppression  of  these  wretched  times.  Out  of 
fashion!  Yes;  even  in  England,  the  land  of  their  early 
birth,  and  late  protection.  And  Aall  tliey  remain  in 
fiuhionhere?  Shall  republicanism  continue  to  wear,  in 
America,  the  antique  costume  vbtch  the  doughtj^  diam- 
pions  of  antiquatea  fiuhicm  have  been  eompellra  to  doff  in 
Bngbnd?  8mU  EngGih  lords  and  ladies  coittinue  to  find. 


in  tlie  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  unjust  and  otUous 
privileges  which  they  can  no  longer  find  in  the  Bank  of 
fiiigland?  Shall  tlic  copy  survive  here  after  the  tmpnat 
has  been  desbOTed  thcref  Shall  the  young  whelp  triumph 
in  America,  after  the  old  lion  has  been  throttled  and 
strangled  in  England'  No!  never!  The  thing  is  impossi- 
ble I  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  dies,  aa  the  Bank  of 
England  dies,  in  all  its  odious  points,  upon  the  limitation 
of  Its  charter;  and  the  only  circumstance  of  regret  is,  that 
the  ^nerous  deliverance  is  to  take  effect  two  years  ear- 
Uerin  the  British  monarchy  than  in  the  American  republic. 

One  word,  Mr.  President,  upon  an  incidental  topic.  It 
is  shown  that  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  State* 
has  fidlen  five  per  cent  in  consequence  of  the  epimona 
disclosed  in  the  President's  messages;  and,  thereupon,  ■ 
complaint  is  preferred  against  the  President  for  depreciat- 
ing the  property  of  innocent  and  unoffending  people.  I 
made  a  remark  upon  this  complaint  in  the  beginning  of 
my  speech,  and  now  have  a  won!  more  to  bestow  upon  lU 
I  wisn  to  contrast  this  conduct  of  the  American  stock- 
holders  with  that  of  ttie  Ruik  of  England  stockhoUen, 
in  a  sinular,  and  to  them,  much  more  disastrous,  ease. 
The  Bonk  of  England  stockholders  also,  liave  had  a  de- 
cline in  the  price  of  stock;  not  of  five  dollars,  but  of  thir- 
ty-five pounds,  in  the  share.  Bank  of  England  stock,  in 
consequence  of  Earl  I,.iverpool's  commuiucmtion,  and  of 
the  debates  in  Parliament,  has  fallen  from  288  to  203; 
equal  to  a  loss  of  ^165  in  every  share.  This  is  somethings 
more  than  f5.  Yet  I  have  never  heard  that  Earl  liver- 
pool,  or  any  member  of  Pai^ament,  liai  been  called  to 
account  for  producing  this  depreciation,  ft  would  seem 
that  the  liberty  of  speech,  and  the  rights  of  discussion,  in 
Great  Britain,  extended  to  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land; and  that  ministers  and  Icgislatori  were  safe  in  hand- 
ling it  like  any  other  subject- 
Fourthly.  I  object,  Mr.  FKsident,  to  the  renewal  ef 
the  bank  charter,  because  this  bank  is  an  institution  too 
costly  and  expensive  for  the  American  people  to  keep  up. 

Let  no  one  cavil  at  this  head  uf  objection,  under  the  be- 
lief that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  sopports  itself,  like 
the  hibernal  bear,  by  sucking  its  own  paws;  <m- that  it  derivea 
its  revenues,  as  a  spider  spins  its  web,  from  the  recesses 
uf  its  own  abdomen.  Such  a  belief  would  be  essentially 
erroneous,  and  highly  unbcconuiig  tlie  intelligence  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  The  fact  is,  that  the  hank  lives  upon 
the  people!  that  all  its  expenses  are  made' out  of  the  peo- 
ple; all  its  profits  derived  from,  and  all  its  losses  re-imbur»- 
cd  by,  them.  Iliis  is  the  naked  truth;  by  consequence 
every  shilling  held,  or  issued,  by  the  bank,  over  and  above 
the  capital  stock,  is  a  tax  upon  the  people;  and,  as  such, 
I  shall  look  into  the  amount  of  the  levy,  and  prove  it  to  be 
loo  great  for  the  people  to  bear  any  longer. 

In  the  first  place,  we  Irnve  the  direct  expenses  of  the 
bank,  tlie  actiud  cost  of  its  annual  admiiustrotion.  These 
expenses  are  returned  at  S372,0U0  fbr  the  year  IBSOt  and, 
assuming  that  mm  for  an  average,  the  total  cost  of  the 
administration  for  twenty  years  will  be  about  seven  and  a 
half  millions  of  dollars.  The  ciiormiiy  of  this  sum  must 
strike,  every  mind ;  but,  to  judge  it  accunttcly,  let  us  com- 
pare it  to  the  expenses  of  some  known  estabiishmrnt.  Let 
us  take  the  civil  list  of  the  Federal  Government  in  the 
first  term  of  Preudent  Washinfflon's  administration.  He- 
sorting  to  this  standard,  I  find  the  expenditure  of  this 
branch  of  the  Government  to  be:  for  1793,  $381,000;  for 
-93,  $358,000;  for  '94.  |1441,000,  for  '93.  *361,000;  pre- 
senting an  annnal  average  of  $385,000;  which  is  but  atri* 
fle  over  the  bank  expenditure  for  1830.  Now,  what  were 
the  heads  of  expenditure  included  in  thecivil  list  at  the  peri- 
od referred  to?  They  were  the  salaries  of  the  President  and 
Vice  Pre«dent;the  marietofatl  the  Secretaries,  their  clerks 
and  messengers,  and  the  purchase  of  the  paraphernalia  of 
all  thar  oi6cesi  compensation  to  both  Houses  of  Con^ress^ 
and  the  discharge  or  erery  attendant  expensei  sahnci  to 
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all  the  federal  judg^  their  marshals  and  district  attof^ 
neya,  and  the  cost  of  their  court  rooms)  the  expense  of 
misaions  abroad^  and  of  territorial  govemntenta  at  home. 
These  were  die  items  of  Uie  civil  Fist  t  comprehending  tlie 
vhi^e  expenditure  of  the  administration  for  all  ohjects, 
except  the  army;  there  being  at  that  time  no  navy.  The 
admiiuitgatSon  of  the  bank,  therefore,  actually  inrolres  an 
expraditiire,  rivalUng  that  of  the  Federal  Government  in 
1793,  *93,  '94  and  ^5}  omitting  the  single  item  of  the 
army,  which  was  then  on  a  war  establishment.  The  next 
item  of  bank  tax,  is  that  of  the  pro&ts,  in  the  shape  of  an- 
Bual  diridenda.  These  profits  are  now  seven  per  cent; 
but  have  been  least  *^  st  one  time^  owingto  an  explosion 
produced  by  stock  jobbing,  were  nothing.  Assuming  «x 
per  cent,  for  the  avenge  oif  twenty  years,  and  tlie  aggre- 
gate will  be  #43,000,000.    In  the  third  place,  the  contin- 

Ent  fund,  reserved  to  cover  h>sses,  is  near  5,000,000  dol- 
a-  Fourthly,  the  real  estate,  including  banking  houses, 
is  above  4^000,000  dollars.  Fiftlily,  bonus,  reimbursed  to 
tiie  bank,  is  1,500,000  dollars.  Sixthly,  the  interest  on  the 

Eublic  depoaites,  which  the  bank  was  receiving  from  the 
United  States  or  individuals,  whUe  the  United  States  were 
paying  interest  on  tlie  same  amount  to  the  bank  or  to 
others,  was  «x  millions  of  dollars  o]i  the  standing  dcpogjte 
of  about  five  millions.  The  aggregate  is  uxty-nx  millions 
of  dollars;  to  say.  nothing  of  the  pro6t  on  the  stock  itself, 
wtiich  is  now  twenty-nx  per  cent,  equal  to  $9,000,000 
atklition  to  the  original  capital.  The  annual  average  of 
thb  aggregate  levy  of  nxt^  mx  millions,  is  above  tliree 
nullions  and  a  quarter  of  doHarst  being  very  nearly  as 
much  aa  the  whole  expenditure  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment in  the  second  year  of  Mr.  Jeifel'son's  administration, 
which  was  but  S,737|000  dollars,  the  army  included,  and 
the  navy  also,  which  had  then  spruiiginto  existence.  Will 
Senators  reflect  upon  the  largeness  of  this  levy,  and  con- 
sider how  much  it  adds  to  the  multiplied  burdens  of  our 
complicated  system  of  taxation?  I  aay  compUcated:  for, 
under  our  duplicate  form  of  govenimeiit,  every  citizen  is 
many  times  taxed,  and  by  various  authorities.  .  First,  his 
State  tax,  then  his  county  tax,  then  his  corporation  tax, 
(if  he  live  in  a  city,)  then  his  federal  tax,  and,  since  1816, 
his  bank  tax.  llie  amount  of  each  is  considerable,  oftlic 
whole,  is  excessive)  of  the  bank  tax,  in  addition  to  the  otliers, 
intoletsble.  The  direct  tax  of  1798,  which  contributed 
so  much  to  the  overthrow  of  tite  men  then  at  the  Iiead  of 
sfiaira,  was  sn  inconsiderable  burden  compared  to  tliis 
bank  lefy.  Not  so  much  as  mie  million  was  ever  paid  in 
any  one  year  under  die  direct  tax;  while  the  annual  levy 
of  the  bank  tax  b  three  millions  and  a  quarter.  The  one 
is  as  truly  a  tax  as  the  other,  and  as  certainly  paid  by  the 
people;  and,  as  the  reduction  of  taxes  is  now  tlie  policy 
of  the  countn',  1  present  tliis  contribution  to  the  federal 
bank,  as  the  nt  and  eminent  item  to  head  and  grace  the  list 
of  abolUion.  I  say,  to  head  and  grace  the  list!  Fur  it  is 
SI  tax  not  only  ipreat  in  itself,  and  levied  to  support  a  most 
daweroos  and  invidious  institution,  but  doubly  and  pecu- 
liarly oppresn  ve  upon  the  people,  because  no  part  of  it  is 
ever  refunded  to  them  in  uie  slupe  of  beneficent  expen- 
diture. In  the  ease  of  every  other  tax,  in  all  the  contri- 
butions levied  for  the  purposes  of  Government,  there  is 
acnne  alleviation  of  the  burden— some  restitution  of  the 
abducted  treasure — some  return  to  the  people — some  re 
infusion  of  strength  into  their  ranks— in  the  customary  re- 
unbiiraeinent  of  uie  revenue.  TheGovernmentusuallypays 
It  back,  or  a  portion  ofit,  for  salaries,  services,  andsupplies. 
But,  in  the  case  of  the  bank  tax,  there  is  nctliing  of  this  re- 
imbursement. The  bank  refunds  nothing;  but  all  the  mo- 
ney it  makes  out  of  the  people  is  gone  from  them  forever. 
It  goes  into  a  corner  of  the  Union,  and  remains  there :  it 
goes  into  private  hands,  and  becomes  individual  property. 
The  stockholders  divide  it  amoi^  themselves.  Twice,  in 
every  ]'car,  they  make  the  dtvinon  of  these  modern  jpo&i 
tpma—ihcBe  dearest  sptnls— not  o{  the  enemy's  general 


killed  in  battle,  but  of  American  citixens  fleeced  at  home. 
This  is  a  grievous  aggravation  of  tlic  amount  of  the  tax. 
It  is  the  Bgffravation  wnich  renders  taxation  insupportable. 
It  is  "absenteeism"  in  a  new  and  lenUzed  form.  It  is  die 
whole  nuschief  of  that  ^tem  m  absenteeism,  which 
drains  off  the  wealth  of  Ireland  to  fertilize  England 
France,  and  Italy,  leaving  Ireland  itself  the  most  distress- 
ed and  exhausted  country  in  Europe,  instead  of  remaining, 
as  God  created  it,  one  oi  the  richest  and  most  flourishing. 
Eternal  drawing  out,  and  no  bringing  back,  is  a  process 
which  no  people,  or  country,  can  endure.  It  is  a  process 
which  would  exhaust  the  resources  of  nature  herself.  The 
earth  would  be  depriye<l  of  its  mnsture,  and  changed 
into  a  desert,  if  the  exhalations  of  the  day  did  not  return 
in  dews  at  night  The  vast  ocean  itself,  with  all  its  deep 
and  boundless  waters,  would  be  sucked  up  and  dried 
away,  if  the  vapors  drawn  up  by  the  sun  did  not  form  in- 
to clouds,  and  descend  in  nun  and  snow.  So  will  any 
people  be  exhausted  of  tlieir  wealth,  no  matter  how  ff^&t 
that  wealtli  may  be,  whose  miserable  destiny  shall  subject 
them  to  a  system  of  taxaUon  which  is  forever  levving,  and 
never  refunding:  a  system  whose  cry  is  tiiat  of  tlie  horse- 
leech, more!  more!  more! — whose  voice  is  tliat  of  the 
grave,  give!  ^ve!  give! — whose  attribute  is  that  of  the 
grave  abo,  never  to  render  back! — and,  such  precisely  is 
the  system  of  taxation  to  which  the  people  of  these  States 
are  now  subjected  by  the  federal  bank. 

Of  the  three  great  divisions,  Ur.  President,  into  which 
this  question  divides  itself,  I  have  touched  but  one.  I 
have  fefi  untouched  tlie  constitutional  difficulty,  and  the 
former  mismanagement  of  the  bank.  I  have  handled  the 
question  as  if  the  constitutional  autliorit^  for  the  bank  was 
express,  and  as  if  its  whole  administration  had  been  free 
frwn  reproach.  I  have  looked  to  the  nature  of  the  insti- 
tution iJonei  and,  finding  in  its  very  nature  insurmounta- 
ble objections  to  its  existence,  I  Imve  come  to  the  conclu< 
won  that  the  public  good  requires  the  institution  to  cease. 
I  believe  it  to  he  an  institution  of  too  much  poweri  of  ten- 
dencies too  dangerous;  of  privileges  too  odious;  of  ex- 
pense too  enormous,  to  be  safely  tolerated  under  any  Go- 
vernment of  free  and  equal  laws.  My  mind  is  made  up 
that  the  present  charter  ought  to  be  allowed  to  expire  on 
its  own  hmitation;  and,  that  no  other,  or  subsequent  one, 
should  ever  after  be  granted.  This  ia  my  opinion;  I  may 
add,  my  belief:  for  1  have  tlic  consolation  to  believe  that 
tlie  event  will  not  deceive  my  hopes. 

I  am  willing  to  see  tlic  charter  expire,  without  provid- 
ing any  substitute  for  the  present  bank.  I  am  willing  to 
see  the  currency  of  the  Federal  Government  left  to  tIte 
hard  money  mentioned  and  intendetl  in  the  constitution; 
I  am  willing  to  have  a  hard  money  Government,  as  that  of 
France  his  been  since  the  time  ■of  asa'gnais  and  mandatt' 
Every  species  of  paper  might  be  lef^  to  the  State  authori- 
ties, unrecognized  by  the  Federal  Government,  ami  only 
(buched  by  it  for  its  own  convenience  when  equivalent  to 
gold  and  vlver.  Such  a  currency  filled  France  with  tlie 
preoous  metals,  when  England,  with  her  overgrown  bank, 
was  a  prey  to  all  the  evils  of  unconvertible  paper.  It 
furnished  money  enough  for  the  imperial  Government 
when  the  population  of  the  empire  was  three  times  more 
numerous,  and  the  expenses  of  Government  twelve  tipaes 
greater,  tlian  the  population  and  expenses  of  the  United 
States;  and,  when  France  possessed  no  mines  tjf  gold  or 
silver,  and  was  destitute  of  the  exports  which  command 
die  specie  of  other  countries.  The  United  States  pos- 
sess gold  mines,  now  yielding  half  a  million  per  annum, 
with  every  prospect  of  equalling  those  of  Peru.  But  this 
is  not  die  best  dependence.  We  have  what  is  superiw  to 
mines,  namely,  the  exports  which  command  Uie  money  of 
the  world;  that  is  to  say,  the  food  which  sustains  life,  and 
the  raw  materials  which  sustun  manu&cturcs.  _  Gold  and 
silvcp  is  die  best  currency  for  a  repubtict  it  siuts  the  men 
of  middle  property  and  the  working  n^c^ile  bestt  and  if  I 
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waa  ^ing  to  ntablish  a  working  mui'a  party,  it  should  be 
on  the  ba«s  of  hard  moneyi  a  bard  mone;'  par^  against  a 
paper  party. 

i  would  prefer  to  Ke  the  charter  expire  without  any 
aubstitutci  but  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  the  substitute  re- 
eommended  by  the  Prendent,  stripped  as  it  is  of  all  power 
to  make  loans  and  discounts.  Divested  of  that  power*  it 
loses  the  essential  feature,  and  had  as  well  lose  the  name, 
of  a  bank.  It  becomes  an  office  in  the  treasury,  limited 
to  the  issue  of  a  species  of  exchequer  bills,  differing  from 
the  English  bills  of  that  name  in  the  rital  particular  of  a 
prompt  and  universal  convertibility  into  coin:  Such  bills 
would  be  in  &ct,  as  well  as  in  name,  the  promissory  notes 
of  die  United  States  of  America.  They  would  be  paya- 
Ue  at  every  land  office,  custom-house,  and  post  office, 
and  by  every  collector  of  public  moneys,  in  the  Union. 
Payable  every  where,  they  would  be  at  par  every  where. 
Equal  to  gold  and  silver  on  tlie  spot,  they  would  be  supe- 
rior to  it  for  travelling  and  remittances.  This  is  i*t 
.opinion,  but  history.  Our  own  country,  this  Federal  Go- 
vemment,.has  proved  itj  and  ttiat  on  a  scale  sufficiently 
large  to  test  its  operation,  and  recent  enongli  to  be  re- 
membered by  eSrery  citizen.  I  allude  to  the  Mississippi 
scrip,  issued  from  the  Treasury  some  fifteen  years  ago- 
vThis  scrip  was  no  way  equal  to  the  proposed  exchequer 
bills;  fur  its  reception  was  limited  to  a  single  branch  of 
the  revenue,  namely,  lands,  and  to  a  small  part  of  tliemi 
and  the  quantity  of  scrip,  five  millions  of  dollars,  was 
exces»ve,  compared  to  the  fund  for  its  redemptloni  yet, 
as  soon  as  the  land  offices  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi 
opened,  the  scrip  was  at  pu>,  and  currently  exchanged  for 
gold  and  silter,  dollar  for  dollar.  Such,  and  better,  would 
be  the  proposed  bills.  To  the  amount  of  the  revenues, 
they  would  be  founded  on  silver.  This  amount,  af^er  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt,  (post  office  included,)  may 
be  about  fifteen  millions  of  doHars.  They  would  supply 
the  place  of  the  United- States'  notes  as  tlicyretiredi  and, 
issuing  from  the  Treamiy  only  in  pavment^  or  exchange 
for  hard  money,  all  room  for  fkvorittsm,  or  undue  influ- 
ence, would  be  completely  cut  ofT.  If  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment is  to  recognise  any  paper,  let  it  he  this.  Let  U 
be  its  own. 

I  have  said  that  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  cannot  be  renewed.  And  in  saying  this,  I  wish  to 
be  considered,  not  as  a  heedless  denunciator,  supplying 
the  place  of  argument  by  empty  menace,  Imt  as  a  Sena- 
tor, considering  well  what  he  says;  after  hanng  attentively 
surveyed  his  subject.  I  repeat,  then,  that  the  charter 
cannot  be  renewed!  And,  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  of 
this  peremptory  opinion,  I  acknowledge  no  necessity  to 
look  beyond  the  walls  of  this  Capitol — bright  as  may  be 
tlie  consolation  which  rises  on  the  vision  from  the  other 
end  of  the  avenue!— I  confine  my  view  to  the  halls  of 
Congress,  and  joyfully  exchim,  it  is  no  longer  the  year 
1816!  Fifteen  years  have  gone  byj  times  liave  changed; 
and  former  aivuments  have  lost  their  application.  We 
were  then  fresb  from  war,  loaded  with  debt,  and  with  all 
the  embarrassments  which  follow  in  the  train  of  war.  We 
are  now  settled  down  in  peace  and  tranquillity,  witli  all 
the  blessings  attendant  upon  quiet  and  repose.  There  is 
no  longer  a  single  Consideration  urged  in  favor  of  charter- 
ing the  bank  in  1816,  which  can  have  the  least  weight  or 
application,  in  Avor  of  rechartering  it  now.  This  is  my 
assertion!  a  bokl  one  it  may  be;  but  no  less  true  than  bold. 
L*et  us  Me!  What  were  the.argunwnts  of  1816?  Why, 
first,  "to  pay  the  public  creditors."  1  answer  tliis  is  no 
longer  any  thing:  for  before  1836,  that  function  will  cease: 
there  will  be  no  more  creditors  to  pay.  2.  "  To  transfer 
the  pubfic  moneys."  Tliat  will  be  nothing:  for  af^er  tlie 
payment  of  the  public  debt,  we  shall  hlive  no  moneys  to 
transfer.  The  twelve  millions  of  dollars  which  are  now 
transferretl  annually  to  the  Northeast,  to  pay  the  public 
crediton^  will  ttien  remiio  in  the  pockets  of  the  people. 


and  the  reduced  expenditures  of  the  Government  will  be 
made  where  the  money  is  collected.  The  army  and  the 
navy,  after  the  extinction  of  the  debt,  will  be  the  chief 
objects  of  expenditure;  and  they  will  require  the  money, 
either  on  tlie  frontiers,  convenient  to  the  land  ofRce,  or 
on  the  seaboard,  convenient  to  the  custom-liouses.  Thus 
will  transfers  of  revenue  become  unnecessary.  3.  "  To 
make  loans  to  the  Federal  Government."  That  is  nothing: 
for  tiie  Federal  Goverrment  will  want  no  loans  in  time  of 
peace,  not  even  out  of  its  own  deposites;  and  the  pros- 
pect of  war  is  rather  too  distant  at  present  to  make  new 
loans  on  that  account.  4.  "To  pay  the  pensioners." 
That  is  something  now,  I  admit,  when  the  pennoners  are 
still  fifteen  thousand,  and  the  payments  exceed  a  million 
per  annum.  But  what  will  it  oe  after  1836?  When  the 
hand  of  death,  and  the  scythe  of  time,  shall  have  commit- 
ted five  years  more  of  ravages  In  their  senile  ranks.  The 
mass  of  these  herotcal  monuments  are  the  men  of  the  Re- 
volution. They  are  far  advanced  upon  that  allegorical 
bridge  so  beautifiilly  described  in  the  vision  of  Mirza. 
They  have  passed  the  seventy  arches  which  are  sound  and 
entire,  and  are  now  treading  upon  Uie  broken  ones,  where 
the  bridge  is  full  of  holes,  and  the  clonds  and  darkness 
setting  in.  At  every  step  some  one  stumbles  and  blls 
through,  and  is  lost  in  the  ocean  beneath.  lo  a  fi>w  steps 
mope  the  last  will  be  gone.  Surely  it  cannot  be  necessary 
to  keep  up  for  twenty  years,  the  vast  esUblishment  of  the 
federal  bank  to  pay  the  brief  stipends  of  these  fleeting 
shadows.  Their  country  can  do  it— can  pay  the  pensions 
as  well  as  give  them—and  do  it  for  tiie  Kttle  time  that  re- 
mains, wiQi  no  other  regret  than- that  the  gmtefiil  task  is 
to  cease  so  soon.  5.  "To  reguUte  the  currency.*'  I 
answer,  the  joint  resolution  of  1816  will  do  that,  and  will 
effect  the  regulation  without  destroying  on  one  hand,  and 
without  raising  up  a  new  powei^,  above  regulation,  on  the 
other.  Besides,  there  is  some  mistake  in  this  phrase  cur- 
rency. The  word  in  the  eonstitution  is  coin.  It  is  the 
value  of  coin  which  Congress  is  to  regulatei  and  to  Include 
bank  notes  under  that  term,  is  to  assume  a  power,  not  o€ 
construction—for  no  construction  can  he  wild  and  bound- 
less enough  to  construe  coin,  that  is  to  say,  metallic  mo- 
ney, melted,  cast,  and  stamped,  into  paper  notes  printed 
and  written—but  it  is  to  assume  a  power  of  life  and  death 
over  the  constitution;  a  power  to  dethrone  and  munler 
one  of  its  true  and  lawful  words,  and  to  set  up  a  bastard 
pretender  in  its  place.  I  invoke  the  spirit  of  America 
upon  the  daring  attempt!  6.  "  To  equalise  ezclianges, 
and  sen  bills  of  exchange  for  the  half  of  one  per  cent." 
This  is  a  broker's  argument;  very  fit  and  proper  to  deter- 
mine a  question  of  broke?agei  but  very  insufficient  to 
determine  a  question  of  great  national  policy,  of  State 
rights,  of  constitutional  difficulty;  of  grievous  taxation,, 
and  of  pitblic  and  private  subjugation  to  the  beck  and  nod 
of  a  great  moneyed  oligarchy.  7.  "A  bonus  of  a  milU<m 
and  a  half  of  dollars."  This,  Mr.  President,  is  Emu^ 
view  of  the  subject;  a  very  seductive  view  to  an  improvi- 
dent young  man,  who  is  willing  to  give  up  the  remainder 
of  his  life  to  chains  and  poverty,  provMcd  he  can  be  so- 
laced for  the  present  with  a  momentary  and  insignificant 
gratification.  But  what  is  it  to  the  United  States? — ^to  the 
United  States  of  I8S6!  without  a  shilling  of  debt,  and 
mainly  occupied  with  the  reduction  of  taxes!  Still  this 
bonus  is  the  only  con^eration  diat  can  now  be  offered, 
and  surely  it  is  the  last  one  that  ought  to  be  accepted. 
We  do  not  want  the  money;  and,  if  we  did,  ^e  recourse 
to  a  bonus  would  be  the  most  execrable  form  in  which  we 
could  raise  it.  What  is  a  bonus?  Why,  in  monarchies,  itis 
a  price  paid  to  the  Kin(^  for  the  privilege  of  extorting  money 
out  of  his  subjects;  with  us,  it  is  a  price  paid  to  ourselves 
for  the  privilege  of  extorting  money  "out  of  ourselves. 
The  more  of  it  the  worse;  for  it  all  has  to  be  paid  back 
to  the  extorffoners,  with  a  great  interest  upon  it.  It  is  re- 
Utcd  by  the  English  lustorian,  CUra^on,  who  Qmnot  be 
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wspccted  of  orerstating  any  Act  to  the  pnjudice  of  the 
Stiiart  Kin^  that  for  £1,500  tdnnced  to  Charlea  the 

First  in  bonuses,  not  less  than  £?00,000  were  extorted 
from  hta  subjects:  bein^  at  the  rate  of  £133  taken  from 
the  subject  for  £1  advanced  to  tlie  King.-  What  the  Bank 
of  the  United  "States  will  have  made  out  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  in  twenty  ytfart,  in  return  for  its  bonus  of 
$\,S0QfiOO,  (which,  I  must  repei^  has  been  adranced  to 
us  out  of  our  own  money,  7  has  been  diown  to  be  about 
uxty-«x  millions  of  dollars.  What  it  would  make  in  the 
nest  twenty  years,  when  secure  possession  of  the  renewed 
charter  diould  free  the  institution  ftova  every  restraint, 
and  leare  it  at  full  libsrty  to  pursue  the  money,  ^oods, 
and  lands  of  the  people  in  every  direction,  cannot  be  as- 
certained. Enough  can  be  ascertained,  however,  to  show 
that  it  must  be  infinitely  bej'ond  what  it  has  been.  There 
are  some  data  upon  which  some  partial  and  imperfect  cal- 
culationa  can  be  made,  and  let  us  essay  them.  In  the  first 
place,  the  rise  of  the  stock,  which  cannot  be  less  tliaii  that 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  in  its  flourishing  days,  (probably 
more,  as  al)  Europe  is  now  seeking  investments  here,) 
may  reach  250  per  cent.,  or  150  above  par.  This,  upon 
a  capital  of  35  millions,  would  give  a  profit  of  $42,500,000; 
a  vtTv  pretty  sum  to  be  cleari;d  by  operation  of  law! — to 
be  added  to  the  fortunes  of  some  individuals,  aliens  bs  well 
as  citizens,  by  the  mere  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress!  In 
the  next  place,  the  regular  dividends,  assuming  them  to 
equal  those  of  the  Bank  of  Englandin  Ha  meritllan,  would 
be  ten  per  cent,  per  annum.  This  would  give  $.'?,500,O0O 
for  the  annual  dividend;  and  $70,000,000  for  the  aggre- 
gate of  twenty  years.  In  the  third  place,  the  direct  ex- 
penses of  the  institution,  now  less  tliau  f400,000  per  an- 
num, would,  under  the  new  and  tnagiiiticent  expansion 
wliirh  the  operations  of  the  bank  would  take,  probabl}* 
exceed  half  a  million  per  annunii  say  $10,000,000  for  the 
whole  term.  Putting  these  three  items  together,  which  is 
as  ftr  as  data  in  hand  will  enable  us  to  calculate,  and  wc 
have  $122,500,000  of  profits  made  out  of  the  people, 
equal  to  a  tax  of  $6,000, (KW  per  annum.  How  much  more 
may  follow  is  wholly  uiiasctrtainable,  and  would  depend 
upon  the  moderation,  the  justice,  the  clemency,  the  mercy 
and  forbearance  of  the  supreme  central  directory,  who, 
fitting  on  their  tr!po<l8,  and  shakiu]^  tlieir  tt^denta  over 
the  mon^vd  ocean,  are  able  to  raise,  and  repress,  the 
goklen  waves  at  pleasuret  who,  being  chief  purchasers  of 
real  estate,  may  take  in  towns  and  cities,  and  the  whole 
country  round,  at  one  fell  swoops  who,  being  sole  lenders 
of  money,  may  take  usury,  not  only  at  46,  but  at  460  per 
cent. ;  who,  being  masters  of  al)  otiu'r  hankii,  and  of  the 
Federal  Government  itself,  may  compel  these  tributarj- 
establishments  to  ninaera  their  servile  existences  with  the 
heavy,  and  repeated,  exactions  of  Algerine  cupidity.  I'hc 
gains  of  8:ich  an  institution. defy  calculation.  Tliere  is  no 
example  on  earth  to  which  to  compare  it.  Tlie  bank  of 
England,  in  its  proudest  days,  wouhl  afToi  d  but  an  inade- 
quate and  iniperfect  exemplar;  for  the  power  of  tliat  bank 
was  counterpoised,  an<l  its  exactions  limited,  by  the  wealth 
of  tlic  landed  aristocracy,  and  the  princely  revenues  of 
great  merchants  and  private  bankers.  Uut  with  us,  tliere 
voukl  be  no  counterpoise,  no  limit,  no  boundaiy,  to  the 
extent  of  cjoictions.  All  would  depend  upon  the  will  of 
the  stiprtme  ccntrul  directoiy.  The  nearest  approach 
to  the  value  of  this  terrific  htock,  which  my  reading  has 
sa^ested,  would  be  found  in  the  history  of  the  famous 
South  Sea  Company  of  the  lust  century,  whoac  shares 
rose  in  leaps  from  100  to  500,  and  from  500  to  1,000  per 
cent;  but,  with  this  immeasurable  and  lamentable  dif  fer- 
4  ence  that  that  was  a  bubble!  this,  a  reality!  And  who 
wu;i]ii  be  the  owners  of  this  imperial  stock?  Widows 
and  orphans,  think  you?  as  o-itcntiitiously  si-t  forth  in  the 
report  of  last  session'  No,  .■sir!  a  few  great  capitalists; 
aliens,  denizens,  natiiralizcfl  subjects,  and  aom^  native 
citizens,  already  the  richeit  of  the  land,  and  who  would 


avail  tbemselres  of  their  intenigences,  and  thrir  main^ 
to  buy  out  the  small  stockholders  on  the  eve  of  the  re- 
newal. These  would  be  the  owners.  And  where  would 
all  this  power  and  money  centre?  In  the  great  cities 
to  tlie  northeast,  which  have  been  for  forty  years,  and 
that  by  force  of  federal  le^slation,  the  lion's  den  of 
Southern  and  Western  money — that  den  into  which  all  the 
tracks  point  inwards)  fh>ra  which  the  returning  track  of 
a  solitary  dollar  has  never  yet  been  aeen.  And,  this  is 
the  institution  for  which  a  renewed  existence  is  sought — 
for  which  tlie  votes  of  the  people's  representatifet  are 
claimed!  But,  no!  Impossible!  It  cannot  be!  The  bank 
is  done.  The  arguments  of  1816  will  no  longer  apply. 
Times  have  changed;  and  the  policy  of  the  Repubuc 
changed  with  the  times.  The  war  made  the  bank;  peace 
will  unmake  it.  The  balefiil  planet  of  fire,  and  bloody 
and  every  human  woe,  did  bring  tliat  pestilence  upon  usj 
the  benignant  star  of  peace  shall  chase  it  away.  Having 
concluded — 

l>tr.  WEBSTER  demanded  llie  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  to  grant  leave  for  the  introduction  of  the  resolu- 
tion; and  the  vote  being  taken,  was  decided,  without  fur- 
ther debate,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs^j  Barnard,  Bcnt»n,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dick- 
erson,  Dudley,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Iredell,  Kuig, 
M'Kinley,  Poindexter,  Sanfui-d,  Smith,  of  8.  C,  Taze- 
well, Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Woodbury— 20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barton,  Belt,  Burnet,  Chase,  CUyton, 
Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston, 
Knight,  Livingston,  'Marks,  Noble,  Bobbins,  Bobinson, 
Kiiggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Hd.,  Sprague, 
Webster,  Willcy— 23. 

So  the  Senate  refused  leave  for  the  introduction  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  OKUNDYsaid,  that,  in  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,  a  strious  difTtrence  of  opinion  existed  in 
relation  to  the  description  of  testimony  to  be  brought 
before  them;  and  that  he,  for  one,  was  unwilling  that 
the  opinions  of  part  of  that  committee  should  prevail, 
without  the  concun-ence  of  the  Senate.  He,  therefore, 
submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Jieioloed,  That  the  s^'lect  committee  appointed  on  the 
16th  day  of  December  last,  to  inquire  Into  the  coni^tion 
of  the. Post  Office  llepartmcnt,  are  not  authorized  tu 
call  before'  them  the  persons  who  have  been  dismissed 
from  office,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  reasons 
or  causes  of  their  removal. 

Adjourned. 

TiirnsAAT,  FcanrABT  3. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  GTIONHY,  on  tli©  subject  of 
ct-rtuin  witnesses  proposed  to  be  examined  in  reladon  to 
the  causes  of  their  removal  from  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, was  taken  up,  and  again,  in  consequence  or  the 
absence  of  the  honorable  Senator,  liud  on  the  table. 

INDIAN  ANNUITY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUDLEY,  the  bill  from  the  House 
granting  m\  annuity  of  $6,000  to  the  Seneca  tribe  of  In- 
dians was  tuken  up,  together  with  the  amendments  of 
Mr.  SHiTn,  of  Md.,  and  considered  aa  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.,  said,  that,  when  this  bill  was 
laid  on  the  table,  some  days  ago,  he  had  addi'cssid  a  let- 
ter to  the  Secretary  of  War,  asking  information  <m  the 
subject,  and,  in  consequence,  he  had  received  an  answer 
from  the  Secretary,  eiicloaing  a  letter  from  a  Mr.  Nourse, 
one  of  the  clerks  in  the  tlcglsttVa  Office,  addressed  to 
lilni,  containing  all  the  facts  that  were  necessary  for  a 
proper  understanding  of  the  matter.  Tliere  woiiM  be 
some  hule  confusion,  Mr.  S.  stiid^  in  the  accqunts  he- 
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tween  tbe  Indiaas  and  the  United  Stxtei.  in  pismnj^  the 
bill  in  its  original  shape,  as  it  came  from  the  House,  inas- 
much as  it  would  be  ^ving-  an  annuity  of  98,000  without 
any  equivalent  for  it.  He  had,  therefore,  introduced  the 
amendment  to  transfer  the  stock,  wliich  was  now  held 
for  the  use  of  the  Indians,  to  thfe  United  States,  inasmuch 
as  they  required  nothing  more  than  the  annuity,  and  the 
United  States  would  be  justly  entitled  to  the  stock  for 
guarantying  it  to  them.  Upon  the  tribe's  becoming  ex- 
unctf  the  stock  would,  of  course,  revert  to  the  United 
States;  and  it  would  tiierefore  be  better  to  transfer  it  at 
once  than  pursue  the  course  originally  pointed  out  in  the 
bill.  It  would  be  simpU^ing  what  was  complex;  the 
subject  would  be  put  an  end  to;  and  the  Indians  and 
the  Government  would  be  relieved  firom  any  further  diffi 
culties  in  relation  to  it. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  he  could  not  perceive  the  neces- 
sity  of  any  legidation  upon  this  subject.  It  is  now,  said 
Nr.  F.f  well  undentood  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  has  never  received  an^  benefit  5om  the 
Seneca  tribe  of  Indians,  for  which  this  claim  is  made. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  has  been  made  their 
trustee — has  assumed  a  guardianship,  in  which  the  Con- 
gress of  tlie  United  States  has  no  concern^  and  all  he 
has  to  do  with  it  is  to  see  tliat  the  stock  entrusted  to  him 
is  vested  in  the  best  possible  manner,  and  that  tliey  duly 
receive  the  amount  accruing  from  it  There  was  a  time 
when  these  Indians  received  more  than  six  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum  for  their  hundred  thousand  dollars  wwth 
of  stock;  that  is,  when  their  fund  was  invested  in  Bank 
of  the  United  States*  stocki  when  they  received  seven  per 
cent.  When  their  stock  produced  more  tlian  »x  thou- 
sand dollars,  the  whole  amount  was  pud  to  them:  but, 
since  that  stock  had  been  less  productive,  since  it  had 
been  invested  in  three  per  cents,  all  that  had  been  done  had 
tended  to  impose  on  the  United  States  a  pecuniary  bur- 
then. 'I'he  terms  of  the  contract  were  not,  that  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  should  see  that  the  fund  al- 
ways yielded  six  per  cent,  per.amiumt  but  that  he  should 
make  the  best  dispoation  of  it  in  his  power;  and  this,  it 
was  admitted,  had  been  done<  There  was  then  no  fur- 
ther obligation  on  him,  or  on  the  Government  But  it 
seemed  tlie  United  States  were  considered  as  bound  to 
these  Indiana,  because  the  Prcndcnt  of  the  United  States 
had  become  the  trustee  of  funds  paid  by  the  Holland 
Land  Company  for  lands  sold  by  the  Indians  to  that 
Company.  , 

This  matter  had  already  cost  the  Government  a  very 
considerable  amount  over  and  above  the  product  of  the 
stock,  and  now  the  question  arises,  are  we  bound  to  do 
more,  after  do-n^  all  we  have  already  gratuitously  per- 
formed ^  But  it  IS  said  the  Indians  have  been  given  to 
understand  that  the  full  amount  of  six  thousand  dollars 
should  be  paid  to  them.  Who  gave  them  to  understand 
this?  Who  bad  a  right  to  do  so?  And  yet  it  was  on 
such  loose  declarations  that  the  whole  merits  of  this  claim 
seemed  to  rest  It  is  contended  tliat  the  Government  is 
bound  to  realize  to  these  Indians  any  expectations  they 
may  have  been  induced  to  entertain.  It  is  true,  it  is  said 
that  the  late  President  of  the  United  States,  when  the 
subject  was  before  him,  had  given  them  these  assurances. 
This,  however,  did  not  establiiih  the  justice  of  the  de. 
mand.  He  could  see  no  sort  of  obligation  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  to  pay  them  more  tluui  tlie  amount  pro- 
duced by  their  stock.  The  original  arrangement  (which, 
by  the  way,  he  considered  a  very  foolish  one,  though  it 
was  made  by  the  authority  of  Congress.)  was  to  create 
the  Prevdent  of  the  United  States  a  trustee  or  gusrdian 
for  the  safe  keeping  of  this  fiind  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand doUai-s,  which  they  had  undoubted  right  to — it  was 
theirs;  and  it  remained  between  them  and  their  trustee. 


the  President  of  the  Umtad  States*  to  settle  the  dispou* 
tion  of  it  I'he  same  authorify  th^  constituted  him  a 
trustee,  and  enabled  him  to  invest  or  transfer  that  stock, 
would  also  authorize  him  to  sell  it,  and  make  audi  dia- 
posal  of  it  as  might  be  deemed  expedient 

But  there  is  another  view  of  this  subject,  said  Hr.  P. 
I'he  letter  from  Hie  .War  Department,  just  now  submitted 
to  us  by  the  gentleman  mm  Maryland,  [llr.  Smitb,] 
informs  us  that  the  Holland  Land  Campany,  looking  fcr- 
ward  to  the  extin^ritment  this  tribe,  conteAplatedt 
on  the  consummation  of  that  event,  setting  up  a  clum  to 
this  $100,000  of  stock.  They  say  it  then  belcmgs  to 
them.  Suppose,  after  our  making  this  compulsory  con- 
tract with  the  Senecas  to  pay  them  $6,000  annually,  the 
Holland  Land  Company  should  establish  their  claim  to 
the  reversion  of  this  JlOO.OOOi  in  what  light  would  tbe 
proposed  measure  be  viewed,  if  adopted^ 

Mr.  F.  concluded  by  repeatmg,  he  saw  no  sort  of  ne- 
cessiQr  fm  further  legislation  upon  thb  subject.  If  the 
Indians  were  wilhng  to  take  the  product  of  tfieir  itockt 
as  it  is,  in  the  three  per  cents.,  let  them,  in  Heaven'a 
name,  have  it.  The  matter,  according  to  his  views,  laid 
just  where  it  should  lay,  and  he  hoped  it  might  remain 
so.  He,  tlierefore,  moved  an  indefiidte  postponement  of 
the  bUl. 

Mr.  SANFOKD  said  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  sup- 
posed that  there  was  no  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  to  do  justice  to  the  Sene- 
ca Indiansf  that  the  fund  belonging  to  them  had  been 
placed  in  Uie  hands  of  itic  President,  as  trustee,  in  hia 
mdividual,  and  not  in  his  ofllcial,  capacity.  Pray,  sir, 
said  Mr.  8.,  how  comes  it,  then,  that  this  subject  has 
been  brought  before  us  by  the  President  himself }-  Is  it 
not  to  be  found  In  his  message  of  tlie  last  session^  in 
which  he  says  he  cannot  do  justice  to  these  Indians  with- 
out the  intervention  of  Congress?  If  the  gentleman 
would  please  to  refer  to  the  message  of  the  President, 
and  the  repcHl  of  the  Secretary  m  war,  he  would  find 
that  those  officers  of  the  Government  deemed  it  a  mat- 
ter in  which  tiie  United  States  was  concerned. 

The  gentleman  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the 
trustee^ip  of  the  Prewdent  imposed  no  obligation  on 
the  Government.  The  President,  as  the  official  orgtM 
of  the  Government,  became  the  voluntary  trustee.  The 
Indians  sold  their  lands  to  Robert  Morris,  with  the  con- 
sent and  approbation  of  the  Government,  and  the  Go- 
vernment voluntarily  assumed  the  office  of  trustee  for 
the  safe  investment  of  th*  purchase  m<m«y.  It  was  well 
known  that  it  never  was  tlm  practice  of  tiie  Giovemment 
to  waSer  any  treaty  to  be  held  with  die  Indians  without 
becoming  a-party'to  it;  and,  in  the  treaty  held  for  the 
sale  of  these  Unas,  the  agent  of  the  Government  attend- 
ed and  sanctioned  the  whole  proceedings.  The  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  remarked,  that  the  Premdent  migtit 
sell  the  stock,  pay  the  Indians  their  #100,000,  and  get 
rid  of  the  business.  Hr.  8.  did  not  know,  but  he  be- 
lieved the  Indians  would  be  as  glad  to  get  thrir 
$100,000,  and  get  rid  of  the  buuness,  as  die  gentleman 
from  Geornat  tiiat  is,  if  tfiey  were  to  have  no  income, 
they  would  rather  have  tJieir  money.  But  this  could  not 
he  done  without  legislation.  The  President  had  pre- 
sented the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  Congress;  and, 
even  if  the  Indians  were  to  be  pwd  back  tlieir  money, 
the  action  of  Congress  would  be  necessary.  But  it  had 
been  urged  that  various  changes  had  been  made;  the 
money  had  first  been  invested  in  stock  of  the  Baiik  of 
the  United  States,  then  in  six  per  cents.,  and  lastly  in  three 
pa-  cents.  Suppose  we  refuse  to  pay  the  Indmns,  be- 
cause of  these  changes;  would  that  be  Just.'  Who  made 
those  changes?  Not  the  Indians,  but  ourselves,  I'he 
investments  were  made  by  the  trustee,  accor^ng  to  his 

Digitized  by  Google 


81 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRKBS. 


83 


/lufiott  AmaUy.  [Sutatb. 


Fm.  3,  1831.] 


best  judgment,  without  the  Icnowled^  or  coiwcnt  of  the 
Indians;  and  they  were  always  contented  as  long  as  they 
recwTctl  what  they  considered  a  sufficient  interest  on 
their  numey.  Mr.  S.  then  urged  thst  the  amendment 
wu  wiaecessuy;  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  persisted  in, 
inatmoch  mm  it  would  wiin  chutge  the  relations  between 
the  Umted  States  and  the  Indians  without  their  consent. 

After  some  Airther  arguments  in  favor  of  the  bil^  ijid 
N^nst  the  amendment,  Mr.  S.  concluded*  by  expressing 
his  hope  that  the  Senate  would  do  full  justice  to  the  Sen- 
eca Indians,  and  not  leave  them  in  a  situation  to  receive 
only  two  or  three  thousand  dollars  interest  on  their  capital, 
when  tiiejr  had  always  been  Uught  to  bel  iere  themselves 
airiy  entitled  to  an  interest  of  six  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  FOBSYTH  said,  perhaps  he  did  not  understand 
fliis  subject  so  well  aa  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  SAiTFOHDi]  but  he  must  repeat,  that  he  did  not  yet 
see  a  necessity  for  any  legidation  on  this  subject.  The 
stock  is  invested  at  the  discretion  of  the  Preairfent,  as  the 
trustee  of  the  Indians.  He  is  bound  to  render  them  an 
account  of  it,  and  is  ready  to  do  so.  He  has  the  power  to 
seU  out  the  itoelcj  and  return  them  flieir  money,  if  they 
Wish  it  Thii  Wlmld,  probably,  be  the  most  simple  and 
e(|iutab)e  method  that  could  be  adopted.  At  all  events, 
««  Mr.  F.,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  It.  He  con- 
demned the  foolish  plan  by  which  the  President  was  in- 
vrfred  in  such  guardianships.  It  was  imposing  upon  him 
daties  and  responsibilities  whicli  did  not  nghtfiiUy  pertain 
to  lua  station.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  supposes 
that  there  was  an  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  guaranty  that  the  stock  yield  perpetually  titc 
annual  nun  of  six  thousand  dollars.  Where  did  the  gen- 
tleman  get  that  idea?  He,  Mr.  F.,  cowH  find  nothing  of 
it  in  the  documents  belonging  to  the  case.  If  the  ori^nal 
contract  was  that  the  Indians  should  receive  six  per  cent., 
why  did  they  for  so  many  years  get  seven  per  cent.  ?  On 
the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman,  the  Government  was  as 
much  bound  to  pve  seven  as  ux  per  cent.  But  the  honor- 
able gentleman  says  the  subject  has  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  CongTess  by  the  President  himself  i  Well,  sir, 
in  w)  doing,  the  President  has  but  done  his  duty,  lie 
found,  on  coming  into  office,  that  his  predecessor  had 
been  paying  out  of  the  coffers  of  the  treasury  ^,000,  in- 
stead of  $3,190,  without  the  shadow  of  atithoritj';  and 
finding  that  the  Indiana  expected  a  continuance  of  a  prac- 
tice he  could  not  sanction,  he  very  properly  brought  tlie 
^lir  befwe  Congress.  Does  any  one,  said  Mr.  P.,  quea- 
ticm  the  correctness  of  the  course  pursued  by  tlie  Presi. 
dent  in  this  matter?  No  one  did.  It  had  been  admitted 
on  all  hands  to  be  perfectly  correct.  Well,  sir,  shall  we, 
by  legislation,  sar.ction  a  proceeding  whicli  the  President 
condemns?  It  is  not  pretended  that  the  Government  is  in 
any  way  bound,  except  by  the  guardianship  of  the  fund  so 
tboughtiessiy  undertaken.  But,  at  that  time,  these  Indians 
verc  the  wards  of  the  United  States;  that  wardship  has 
ceased,  and  they  are  now,  with  the  exception  of  those 
Rwng  to  Green  Bay,  under  the  guardianritip  of  the  State 
of  New  York.  Mr.  F.  was  For  leaving  the  matter  as  it 
stood.  If  the  Indians  were  ^ssatisficd,  it  was  not  the  fault 
of  the  Government.  The  same  authority  that  vested  the 
ilock  in  the  President's  hands,  could  authorize  him  to  sell 
it.  It  would  now  bring  one  hundred  and  four  thousand 
doBati.  If  they  preferred  the  money  to  tbe  stock,  let 
them  have  it.  He  did  not  know  whether  this  would  be 
proper,  but,  for  his  own  part,  he  would  willingly  vote  for 
an  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  the  stock.  If  they 
wish  to  sell,  the Government  has  as  much  a  right  to  buy 
Many  other  individual. 

Mr.  BIBB  said,  he  conceived  this  to  be  a  most  just  and. 
equitable  clum.  It  accrued  under  the  superintendence  of 
tlie  Goveniment,  by  its  agents,  in  the  purchase  of  the  In- 
^  Unda.  Muaaehnsetts,  New  York,  and  the  General 
Gorennneiit,  were  severally  anxious  for  the  extingiiisb- 
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ment  of  the  Indian  title  to  Ibese  lands.  A  treaty  was  en< 
tered  into,  and  the  lands  .were  sidd  to  Robert  Morris  for 
one  hundred  thousand  dolhirs,  which  was  invested  in  the 
stock  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  whole 
matter  was  reported  to  Congress,  and  approved  of  by  that 
body.  By  the  terms  of  the  treaty  itself,  the  guardianship 
of  ttus  money  was  mvested  in  the  political  personage  de* 
nominated  by  the  constitution,  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  arrangement  did  not  contemplate  entrusting 
the  money  to  ft  Wa^ington  and  Adams,  or  to  any  other 
individual.  It  was,  therefore,  an  act  of  the  Government, 
and  an  officer  of  that  Government  was  made,  ex  officio,  tibe 
repositorj'  of  the  fund  in  question..  And  are  we,  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  to  lead  these  poor  savages 
astray?  Shall  we  take  advanttige  of  thrir  ignorance,  sim- 
ply because  we  have  them  in  our  power?  Now,  if  there 
IS  a  principle  on  earth,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  I  hold  more  sa- 
cred than  another,  it  is  that  the  Government  should  act 
with  magnanimity,  justice,  and  equity,  towards  these  sava- 
ges. The  Government  make  treaties  with  them,  in  their 
own  form;  they  write  them  down,  in  their  own  way{  and 
shall  we  write  articles  of  agreement  with  them  in  our  own 
laneui^,  and  interpret  them  to  suit  our  own  purposes? 
God  forbidi  This  stock,  to  be  sure,  was  first  invested  in 
the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  TTnited  States;  but  what  did 
they  know  of  the  nature  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States? 
They  supposed  that,  by  the  terms  of  their  treaty,  they  had 
secured  to  themselves,  and  their  tribe,  a  permanent  fund 
of  six  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  But  bow  are  their  ex- 
pectations realize<l?  1  call  it  an  act  of  the  Govetnmen^ 
said  Mr.  B.,  as  it  undoubtedly  is.  The  President  is  tfie 
ag«nt,  cx  offiaOt  and  the  fiind  is  vested,  in  good  ftitii,  n 
the  hands  of  the  Government.  Inasmuch  as  they  have 
done  all  this,  shall  we  not  preserve  our  faith  towards  them? 
What  do  they  know  of  five  or  six  per  cent,  stocks?  It  is 
utterly  beyond  tlictr  comprehension.  Mr.  B.  said  he 
looked  upon  it  as  a  mere  matter  of  equi^,  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  be  willing  to  abide  by  the  rules  vUdi 
she  metes  out  to  others.  It  was  no  more  than  just  diet 
she  sliould  allow  the  same  rate  of  interest  for  debts  due 
from  her,  as  slie  demands  from  those  indebted  to  her. 
From  public  debtors  she  exacts  an  interest  of  six  per  cent., 
and  I  know  of  no  better  rul«  to  be  applied  to  the  present 
case.  Mr.  B.  also  disapproved  of  the  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Smith,]  to  de- 
crease tlte  amount  to  be  paid  to  the  Indians,  as  this  seem- 
ed to  be  the  purport  of  his  amendment  He  contended 
that  the  Ciovcrnment  had  already  received  this  money.  It 
was  already  paid  into  the  treasury,  ami  he  trusted  mat  a 
majority  of  the  Senate  would  come  to  the  just  concIuMon 
of  guarantying  to  the  Senecas  a  permanent  annui^  of  nx 
per  cent,  on  %eir  stock,  or  six  tiiousand  dollars  per  an- 
mim,  and  thus  preser\-e  that  justice,  good  iaitb,  and  sera- 
pulous  integrity  towards  them,  which  it  was  so  eiaeiitisl 
to  the  national  honor  should  be  preserved. 

Mr.  WHITE  observed,  that  he  did  not  tlunk  H  made 
much  difference  to  the  parties,  whether  the  bill  passed  a« 
it  came  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  as  amended 
by  the  gentleman  trom  Maryland,  [Mr.  Smith.]  He,  for 
his  part,  would  prefer  tiie  original  bill,  inasmuch  as  it 
would,  if  it  passed  here  with  the  amendment,  be  embar> 
rassed,  by  having  to  undergo  the  revinon  of  the  other 
House.  It  bad  been  stated  that,  when  the  trea^  «w 
held  with  the  Seneca  Indians  for  the  sale  <^  their  lands, 
the  agent  of  the  United  States  was  present,  and  sanctioned 
the  agreement  by  which  the  Preudent  became  the  trustee 
for  the  disposition  of  the  purchase  money.  This,  he  b» 
lieved,  was  ctHrect.  The  Indians  being  about  to  sell,  and 
wishing  to  make  some  permanent  arrangement  by  which 
the  sum  to  be  paid  tiiem  should  be  safely  invested,  agreed 
that  the  President  of  tlie  Umted  States,  not  as  an  indi- 
vidual, but  describing  him  in  his  official  diaieoter,  should, 
as  their  trustee,  invest  this  monqr  m  rtQck  of  the  II.Lr.k  of 
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the  United  States,  to  be  held  for  their  use,  the  interest  on 
which  to  be  annually  paid  them.  This  was  done;  and  as 
long  as  tlie  bank  continued  in  openttion}  there  was  no 
difficulty  vhaterer.  The  In^ani  annuaUjr  received  their 
interest,  uid  were  perfectly  satisfied.  But  when  the 
charter  of  the  bank  expirwT,  the  President,  without  con- 
flultiog  them,  but  bc]ievin|;  he  was  doing  that  which  was 
the  moxt  conducive  to  their  interests,  vested  their  funds 
in  United  States'  six  per  cents.  This  investment  created 
no  difficult,  for  the  Indians  still  annually  received  an  in- 
terest which  tliey  conceived  equivalent  to  the  value  of 
their  capital.  On  the  {ikying:  on,  however,  of  the  vx  per 
cents,  the  Premdent,  with  the  like  good  motives,  again 
inverted  this  Indian  fund  in  United  States*  three  per  cents, 
wtuch  not  yielding  the  nx  thousand  dollars  per  annum 
they  had  been  accustcHned  to  receive,  they  became  dis* 
satis&ed.  Then  it  was  that  they  were  assured  b>  the  Pre- 
udent  that  they  should  lose  nothjng  by  this  last  invest- 
ment{  but  that  the  difference  between  the  interest  on  the 
three  per  een^  And  the  «x  Ihousand  dollar%  would  be 
mde  up  to  them  by  the  Goremment.  On  ttut  assurance 
Indians  were  satisfied}  and  they  continued  to  receive 
dteir  six  thousand  dollars  until  the  present  administration 
caOK  into  office,  when  the  Preudent  not  conceiving  him- 
self authorized  to  pay  more  than  the  bare  interest  on  the 
stock,  and  the  Indians  refusing  to  receive  tliat  sum,  the 
subject  was  presented  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 
Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  W.  thought  it  would  be 
expedient,  as  well  as  just,  to  grant  the  Indians*  demands. 
It  would  be  hard,  he  said,  by  refusing  to  pass  the  bill,  to 
^sturb  the  understanding  they  had  so  long  held  of  the 
matter.  They  had  always  looked  upon  the  transaction, 
by  which  the  trustee^ip  was  created,  to  be  the  transac- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  wotild  feel  themselves  hard- 
ly dealt  with  if  the  Government,  at  this  late  period,  took 
»  different  view  of  the  subject.  Whether  the  arrange- 
nent,  when  made,  had  been  right  or  wrong,  Mr.  W.  con- 
ceived that  the  United  States  were  now  plMcd  in  such  a 
situation,  that  it  became  a  moral  obligation  on  them  to 
fiilfil  the  expectations  of  the  Indians.  As  to  any  ultimate 
clum  which  tbe  New  Holland  Company'  miglit  make  upon 
tlus  fund,  after  the  tribe  became  extmct,  Mr.  W.  knew 
nothing  of  it.  If  this  company  should  be  found  to  be  just- 
ly entiUed  to  the  mcme^,  tliey  would  receive  itt  if  not,  it 
would,  of  course,  renuun  the  property  of  the  United  States. 
After  some  fhrtber  remarks,  Mr.  W.  concluded,  by  ex- 
pressing himself  higlilr  in  favor  of  tbe  objects  of  the  bill, 
which  he  hoped  wotild  pass  witliout  the  amendment. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  sud  he  bad  already  consumed  more  of 
the  time  of  the  Senate  on  this  subject,  than  he  meant  to 
have  devoted  to  it.  But,  after  what  had  been  said,  parti- 
cularly by  the  gentleman  ftom  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Bibb,}  in 
relation  to  aviolation  of  the  puhUc  futii,  be  feh  bound  to 
reply.  It  seemed  to  him  that  gentlemen  took  an  incorrect 
▼iew  of  the  whole  transaction.  He  could  see  no  hardships 
in  the  matter.  It  was  a  mere  question,  whether  we  were 
to  go  on  paying  to  these  Indians  an  annuity,  for  which  we 
receive  no  equivalent.  We  have  received  no  bonds  from 
them.  The  Government,  if  you  please,  acted  as  guardian 
for  them,  to  prevent  their  being  defrauded  in  their  con- 
tract vith  Robert  Morris,  l^is  was  the  ample  state  of 
the  case,  and  it  was  impossible  to  read  tlie  original  con- 
tract without  so  understanding  it.  The  Government  hftd 
not  only  paid  to  them  all  that  it  was  bound  to  pay,  but  it 
had  paid  thirteen  thousand  dollars  more  than  it  was  bound 
to  pay.  The  only  question,  tlien,  now  is,  shall  we  con- 
timic  thus  to  pay  them,  and  overpay  them?  Because  a 
President  of  the  United  States  had  chosen  to  create  a 
hope  in  Ae  breasts  of  the  Indians,  that  they  should  con- 
tinue to  recdTe  a  certiun  sum,  was  that  a  reason  for  the 
i^propriatian?  Mr.  F.  sud,  suppose  such  a  cJsim  as  this 
wete  set  up  I7'  vUte  people  inttesd'of  red  onc%  would 


the  amount  produced  b^  their  stock  ?  No,  «r,  such  a 
claim  would  not  be  sustained  for  a  moment. 

If  luiy  gentleman  here,  said  Mr.  F.,  can  show  the  subt- 
est obligation  on  tlie  part  of  the  Government  .to  pay  the 
Senecaa  one  exb«  dollar,  be  would  be  content.  But  it  ie 
contended  tharthey  should  receive  the  produce  of  their 
fund.  80  they  should,  but  no  more.  But  we  are  bound 
to  pay  them  an  iifterest  of  six  per  cent.,  says  one.  If  we 
were  debtors,  the  argument  might  hold  good;  but  the 
Government  are  represented,  from  tlie  same  source,  in  the 
light  of  trustees.  If  tbe  stock  does  not  produce  as  much 
as  they  wish,  tbe  remedy  must  be  found  elsewhere  than 
supplying  the  deficiency  from  the  public  coffers.  One 
President  has  gone  on  thus  to  fulfil  tlieir  expectations, 
and  shall  we  continue  to  do  so  against  aU  law,  and  every 
color  of  law?  The  amount  of  money  was  surely  of  no 
consequence  whatever;  lie  could  heartily  wish  these  poor 
creatures  had  it{  but  he  could  not  vote  it  to  them  at  the 
expense  of  principle,  and  viobtion  of  the  constitution. 

The  question  wu  then  taken  on  indefinitely  ppstponin^ 
the  bill,  and  lost  without  a  divinon. 

Tlie  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Siotb^ 
of  Maryland,  to'  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a  proviMon 
that  the  stock  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  that  the  effect  of  the 
amendment  was  simply  this:  that  the  three  percent,  stock, 
now  held  for^the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  should  become  the 
property  of.'the  United  States;  while  we  bind  oursebre^ 
said  he,  to  pw  to  them,  in  perpetuity,  the  annual  sum  of 
six  thousand  dollars.  It  was  precisely  on  the  principle  of 
a  tontine.  The  stock  would  be  tnnMcrred  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  Indians  would  receive  annually  their  nx 
thousand  dollars.  They  never  could  get  more.  The  Pre- 
sident, Mr.  8.  thought,  had  done  right  in  la3^ng  the  sub- 
ject before  Congress.  Mr.  S.  could  not  conceive  how  the 
former  President  tlie  Umted  States  could  fbel  l^oaself 
authorized  to  give  six  thousand  dollars  per  aonum  in  Ueu 
of  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars,  tbe  in- 
terest on  the  stockt  but  he  did  not  care  about  the  m(mey« 
he  believed  it  had  been  done  with  a  benevolent  motive^ 
and  he  was  glad  that  the  Indians  got  the  money.  He  wish- 
ed to  get  rid  of  the  business  at  oncet  and  he  believed  that, 
if  bis  amendment  prevailed,  it  would  be  the  most  advan- 
tageous arrangement  both  for  the  United  States  and  the 
IndlailB. 

Mr.  WHITE  said,  from  documents  which  he  had  ex- 
amined, it  appeared  that,  when  this  tribe  of  Indians  be- 
came extinct,  a  clum  would  be  set  up  by  the  Holland 
Land  Company  to  this  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars; and  the  disposal  which  we  are  now  about  to  make  of 
that  stock,  as  contemplated  by  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  MaryUnd,  [Mr.  Sxitb,]_ might  not  prove  ac- 
ceptable to  that  company,  riunild  their  claim  prove  a  valid 
one.  Mr.  W.  thought  the  amendment  would  only  cm- 
bamsa  the  subject.  Bhoidd  the  Seneca  nation  become 
extinct,  we  then  have  the  slock  in  our  bands,  resdy  for 
such  disposal  as  justice  may  demand.  He  conceived  the 
Government  to  be  placed  somewhat  in  the  situation  of  a 
trustee  who  had  violated  his  trust,  and  was  compelled  to 
render  an  accotmt,  with  legal  mterest.  lie  thouglit  it  was 
far  better  that  we  should  pay  the  Indians  much  more  tlian 
their  actual  due,  than  that  we  should  wrong  tliem  out  ni 
one  cent.  From  these  connderatlons,  he  preferred  the 
bill  in  its  present  shape. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  he  certainly  could  not 
vote  for  the  bill  in  its  original  shape,  though,  if  the  amend- 
ment prevailed,  it  would  meet  with  his  hearty  concurrence. 
With  respect  to  any  clium  the  Holland  Company  might 
hereafter  make,  it  made  not  one  dmt  of  difference  as  to 
the  present  legUlation  of  Coiq;rMB.  ifthat  company  came 
forward  wi^  any  ckun  after  the  extinction  of  the  tribe. 


Wf  one  contend  tlwt  thejr  should  receire  one  cent  orer.its  TiUdity  must  be  decided  on  by  the  Supreme  Courtt 
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vtd,  if  decided  in  their  favor,  it  mattered  not  whcfte^ 
tlwy  were  pud  in  rtock  or  money. 

Mr.  S  ANFORD  said,  he  believed  the  proposJlion  of  the 
Ifentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Smith!  did  not  essen- 
tially Taiy  the  nature  of  the  bill ;  but,  as  it  had  passed  ttie 
■other  Rouse  in  to  present  shape,  he  did  not  wish  to  see  it 
TCtardedor  embarrassed.  He  asked,  what  is  this  three 
per  cent,  stoc^*  A  dcM  fbit  we  owe.  To  wbom>  To 
wraelves.  It  h  created  «ith  one  hand,  and  paid  with  the 
'Other.  He  considered  the  amendment  of  no  manner  of 
importance;  and  he  repeated  the  liope  that  it  would  not 
be  made  to  embarrass  the  bill  tn  its  progress  through  the 
necessary  stares  of  legislation. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Hwyland,  replied,  that  it  was  a  matter 
of  great  irapmtance.  It  was  important,  if  the  United 
States  granted  these  Indians  a  perpetual  annui^,  that  they 
•AqvM  get  something  for  it  If  we  grre  them,  said  he, 
the  perpetui^  of  six  thousand  doUar^  and  the  stock  is 
transfiared  to  lu^  we  get  something  for  itj  otherwise,  we 
noilring. 

Tlie  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  amendment, 
sand  it  was  rejected  without  a  division. 

Hie  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second,  a  verbal 
wnendment,  "^t  the  annuity  shall  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  tike  treasury  not  ouerwise  appropriated,**  and 
carried. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  by 
the  following  vote: 

YEA8.— Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb, 
Burnet,  Chase,  Clayton,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Foot, 
Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane,  Knight,  Livinwton, 
McKinley,  Mai^a,  Naudtun,  Noble,  Robbins,  Robmson, 
""SSl^  Sanford,  Seymour,  Silabee,  Sprague,  Troup, 
Whrte^  Willey,  and  Woodbuiy— 33. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Brown,  Por^h,  Iredell,  King,  Pmn- 
dexter,  SmiA,  of  Ud.,  Smith,  of  8.  C,  Tazewell,  and 
Tyler^9. 

The  remainder  of  tlui  day's  sitting  was  consumed  in 
Executive  bu«ness. 


Fbidit,  Fkbhitabt  4. 

PAY  OP  MEMBERS  OP  CONGRESS. 
Mr.  McKIXLEY,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee, 


to 


whom  wasreferred  the  joint  resolution  relative  to  the  pay 
of  members  of  Congress  passed  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, reported:  "That  the  resolution  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  designed  to  regulate  the  compensation  of, 
members  of  Congress,  but  to  create  such  penslties  for 
neglect  of  duty  as  will  ensure  their  attendance  in  the  re- 
■pediTe  Houses,  and  to  compel  an  amendment  of  the 
ttiles  of  each  House  so  as  to  enect  this  object.  All  legis- 
lative powers  granted  by  the  constitution,  are  vested  in  a 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  consist  of  a 
Senate  and  Honse  of  Representatives;  and  each  House  is 
aeparately  clothed  with  ample  power  to  preserve  its  dig- 
nity and  integrity,  and  to  regulate  its  own  conduct.  By 
the  fifth  section  of  the  constitution,  it  is  declared  thateacb 
House  shall  be  tlie  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and 
qnalifications  of  its  own  members,  and  a  majority  of  each 
dtall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  but  a  smaller 
number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  autho- 
rized to  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such 
manner,  and  under  such  penalties,  as  each  House  may 
provide.  Thus  is  the  power  of  compelling  the  attendance 
of  absent  members  conferred  separately  and  exclusively 
on  each  House,  and  ought  not,  as  the  committee  believe, 
to  be  exercised  jointly  by  both.  Nor  is  it  believed  to  be 
necessary  to  resort  to  the  joint  power  of  the  two  Houses, 
to  make  or  amend  the  rules  by  which  this  object  is  to  be 
attained:  because,  in  the  same  section  of  the  constitution, 
power  is  giren  to  each  House  to  determine  the  rules  of 
its  own  proceedings,  punish  its  own  members  for  disor* 


deriy  befaarior,  and,  with  ttie  cmicnnenee  of  two-tUrdi^ 
expel  a  member.  Whenever,  tiietefiire,itsbaUbedMmed 

necessary  br  either  House  to  exert  the  extraordinary  pow- 
er proposea  in  the  resolution,  it  is  under  no  neces»ty  to 
resort  to  the  other  for  aid  to  cany  it  into  effect;  and  it  is 
proper  that  it  should  be  so:  for  it  may  be  necessary  and 
proper  for  one  House  to  exercise  Uiis  power,  when  it  is 
wholljr  unnecessary  in  the  other.  The  committee,  not 
being  informed  of  any  necessity  for  its  exercise  by  the 
Senate  at  present,  ana  believing  that  when  that  necesnty 
shall  arise,  it  ought  not  to  be  exercised  jointly  with  the 
other  House,  recommend  that  the  resolution  be  rejected." 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  called  up  the  resolution  which  he  had 
submitted  the  day  before  yesterday,  declaring  the  sense 
of  the  Senate,  tint  the  committee  appcnnt^d  to  examine 
the  present  condition  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  were 
not  authorized  to  call  before  them  as  witnesses  tlie  per- 
sons who  had  been  removed  from  ofRce  by  that  Depart- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  testifying  as  to  the  causes  of  th^ 
removal. 

Mr.  G.  siud  he  should  not  have  troubled  the  Senate  on 
this  subject,  if  a  real  difficulty  and  serious  difference  of 
opinion  nad  not  arisen  in  tlie  committee.    He  quoted  the 
journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee,  f^m  which 
it  appeared  that  Mr.  Abraham  Bradley  had  been  called 
before  them;  that  Mr.  Holmes  had.  proposed  to  interro- 
gate him  as  to  the  causes  of  his  removal  from  the  office  of 
Assistant  Postmaster  Gencralj  that,  Mr.  GaririiT  had  ob- 
jected to  the  qiiesUoni  and  that  on  taking  the  vote  of  the 
cunmittee,  whether  it  should  be  answered  or  not,  Mt. 
CuiTToiT  and  Mr.  Holmis  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and 
Mr.  GBT7irDT  and  Mr.  Woodboit  in  the  negative:  Mr. 
Heitddicks,  wisliing  further  time  for  consideration,  did 
not  vote  I  and  the  committee  adjourned.    Mr.  G.  re- 
marked, that,  upon  being  informed  by  the  Senator  who 
had  not  voted  in  the  committee,  thathe  should  vote  (UfTer- 
ently  from  him,  [Mr.  Gbukdt,}  he  fth  it  bis  duty  to 
appeal  to  the  Senate  for  its  decision.    He  had  stated  to 
the  committee  that  he  would  not  submit  to  the  course  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  should  a  majority  of 
the  .committee  so  determine,  without  first  baving  the  di- 
rection of  the  Senate.    Therefore,  having  the  opinion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Hikdbickb,]  be  had  no 
alternative  but  either  to  submit  to  what  he  considered  a 
very  incorrect  and  unprecedented  course  of  proceeding, 
or  to  offer  the  resolution  under  consideration.    If  the 
Senate  should  decide  agunst  him,  he  cwdd  not  say  he 
would  proceed  cheerfully  in  discharge  of  the  duty  en- 
joined, but  he  would  perform  it  diligently  and  faitlifully. 
He  also  quoted  fVom  the  journal  of  the  committee  other 
debated  questions,  which,  fVom  the  votesoii  them,  showed 
a  great  want  of  harmony  in  their  proceedings.    He  con- 
sidered the  inquiry  now  under  diseusHon  aa  beyond  the 
province  of  the  Senate  or  the  committee.  This  body  had, 
at  the  last  seiuon,  expressed  its  opinion  on  the  power  of 
the  Executive  to  make  removals,  without  aarigning  to  the 
Senate  the  causes  of  them.    He  supposed  the  question 
had  been  setUed.    The  cases  then  presented,  were  of  a 
character  more  plausibly  requiring  the  causes  to  be  aa- 
signed.    The  right  to  aemand  the  causes  was  alleged  to 
be,  that  as  the  Senate  was  united  with  the  Executive  in 
tlie  exercise  of  the  appointing  power,  it  should  Inquire 
into  the  reasons  why  an  officer,  whose  appinntment  it  bad 
confirmed,  had  been  displaced,  in  fkvot  of  tlie  person 
whose  nomination  was  then  under  consideration.  This 
argument  was  overruled  by  the  Senate's  decision.  And 
even  this  pretext,  however  plaunble,  does  not  exist  in 
fiivor  of  tile  present  inquiry. 

If  an  examination  is  to  be  made  into  CMises  of  removal, 
he  conceived  that  more  accurate  information  could  be  ob- 
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tained  from  the  person  removing,  than  from  the  individual 
removed.  Cases  nught  exist,  in  which  delicacy  towards 
the  in^vidual  removed  would  prevent  his  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  the  causes  that  produced  his  removal.  He 
did  not  believe  this  mode  of  proceeding  calculated  to  se- 
cure justice  in  the  result.  The  committee  is  to  call  be- 
fore It  the  very  men  who  have  been  exasperated  at  the 
head  of  this  department  on  account  of  their  diBmissa],  and, 
in  the  absence  of  that  officer,  they  are  to  make  their  ex 
parte  statementst  and,  without  the  advantage  of  a  oros»-ex- 
amination,  the  committee  is  to  make  a  report,  decisive  of 
the  conduct  and  character  of  the  Postmaster  General; 
and  the  depositions  thus  taken  arc  to  furnish  materials  for 
partisan  'newspapers.  He  did  not  wish,  as  a  Senator^  H 
be  thus  employed. 

It  is  true,  tiic  committee  had  sent  an  inquiry  to  the  Post 
master  General  on  this  subject;  this  was  contraiy  to  his 
judgment.  His  opinion  was,  that  the  Senate  possessed 
no  constitutionid  power  to  make  such  inquiry.  Tlie  Chief 
Magistrate  and  the  heads  of  departments,  by  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws,  have  the  power  conferred  on  them  to  ap- 
point and  remove  the  subordinate  officers  of  tile  Execu- 
tive branch  of  the  Government.  It  is  a  matter  confided 
to  their  discretion.  If  this  discretionarv  power  sliould  be 
corruptly  exercised,  it  would  be  tiie  duty  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  to 
institute  an  inqiury,  collect  the  evidence,  and  brin^  the 
offender^  by  impeachment,  bcfoce  the  Senate,  in  its  ju^- 
cial  capacity.  It  would  be  unbecoming  this  body  to  be 
searchmg  aflcr  impeachable  matter,  which,  when  obtained, 
could  not  be  acted  on  until  the  House  of  Representatives 
should  take  up  the  subject,  and  prefer  articles  of  impeach- 
ment. Besides,  this  kmd  of  investigation  would  disquali- 
fy Senators  from  acting  impartially,  should  a  case  be  pre- 
sented for  a  judicial  tnal.  It  would  be  impossible  to  pre- 
vent the  minds  of  Senators  from  being  influenced  by 
these  previous  investigations.  He  also  considered  it  un- 
digiufied  for  this  body,  or  its  committee,  to  call  on  the 
Executive  for  the  causes  of  removal,  because,  if  obedience 
to  the  call  should  be  refused,  there  is  no  constitutional 
power  in  this  body  to  enforce  it;  and  he  viewed  it  un- 
becoming in  the  Senate  to  make  a  demand  without  the 
power  to  coerce  a  compliance. 

He  bad  sud  thus  much  on  the  general  principle,  with- 
out any  special  reference  to  this  particular  cose.  He  had 
no  apprehension  that  any  portion  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Postnuster  General,  if  the  whole  were  examined,  would 
be  found  to  m<rit  censure.  He  considered  tliis  whole 
course  of  proceeding  hi^ly  improper,  and  therefore 
asked  the  Senate  to  arrest  it  by  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution. , 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  (another  member  of  the  committee,) 
obserred,  he  was  not  aware,  until  the  resolution  was  sub' 
mitted,  that  such  a  course  as  it  proposed  was  contem- 
plated; and  he  could  not  but  express  his  surprise  that  it 
should  have  been  resorted  to  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  committee,  cspeually  as  they  had  not  yet  come  to  any 
decision  on  the  suDject-matter  of  the  resolution.  He  con- 
sidered the  proposition  objectionable,  because  it  had  the 
effect  to  elicit  a  partial  history  of  tbc  proceedings  of  the 
ctnnmittee,  before  any  regular  report  of  those  proceed- 
ings could  be  submitted  to  the  Senate.  But  he  was  most 
surprised  by  it,  because  it  was  calculated  to  give  the  pub 
lie  very  erroneous  impressions  respecting  the  conduct  and 
neat  object  of  the  inquiry.  Tliis  resolution  declared  that 
ttte  committee  were  not  authorized  to  call  before  them  the 
persons  who  have  been  dismissed  from  office,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  the  causes  of  their  removal.  From 
its  tenor  any  gentleman  would  infer,  tiiat  no  member  of 
tbe  committee  would  have  offered  it,  unless  a  dispoation 
had  been  evinced  by  them  to  call  before  them  a  great  num- 


out  the  causes  of  such  removals.  But  nothing  of  this 
kind  had  ever  been  contemplated  by  the  comnuttee.  He 
would  take  the  opportunity,  though  he  regretted  to  find 
himself  compelled  to  do  so  at  this  time,  to  give  a  brief 
statement  of  the  &cts  as  they  had  really  occurred  in  the 
committee,  in  justice  to  thoae  who  were  entrusted  with 
the  inquiry.  He  should  do  this  with  reluctance,  because 
it  would  have  been  far  better  to  have  suffered  them  to 
have  spoken  for  themselves  throurii  a  report,  as  to  all 
their  proceedings;  but  as  the  gentleman  who  bad  taken 
on  himself  to  introduce  the  matter,  had  voluntarily  dis- 
closed a  partial  histoiy  of  these  transactions,  and  had  re- 
probated the  course  pursued  by  some  of  his  colleagues  in 
strong  language,  he  should  feel  it  his  dut^,  in  the  course 
of  his  remarks,  to  place  those  transactions  before  the 
Senate  in  a  proper  light,  to  illustrate  tiie  true  state  of  the 
question  pending  before  the  committee,  and  to  show 
whose  conduct,  m  the  language  of  that  gentleman,  was 
"dther  becoming,"  or  ''calculated  to  make  improper 
impresfflons." 

In  his  opinion,  the  proportion  contuned  in  the  resolu- 
tion was  to  repeal  the  power  delegated  to  the  committee 
by  the  former  resolution,  under  which  they  were  organiz- 
ed. But  the  gentleman  who  offered  it,  from  some  of 
his  remarks,  seemed  to  contend  that  its  object  was  only 
to  explain  and  construe  that  power.  In  its  terms,  the 
resolution  was  only  declaratory — in  substance,  its  design 
was,  and  its  effects  would  be,  to  repeal  an  existing  power, 
to  smother  inqmry,  and  baffie  investigation.  If  it  declared 
what  was  erroneous  in  this  respect,  as  he  should  attempt 
to  show  before  he  sat  down,  the  Senate  could  not  adopt  it. 

It  would  seem,  from  this  propoation,  that  [great  stress 
had  been  laid  by  the  comnuttee  on  the  causes  of  the  re- 
movals, to  which  it  referred.  Tht  resolution  seemed  to 
carry  with  it  the  idea  tlut  this  had  been  a  principal,  if  not 
the  sole  obiect  of  the  investigation.  Insinuations  of  this 
character  had  been  dropped  elsewhere,  by  those  who 
knew  best,  and  felt  most  dee^y,  how  much  a  scrutiny 
into  the  causes  of  these  removals  was  to  be  dreaded.  But 
this  was  not  the  only  important  object  which  be  had  in 
view,  when  he  introduced  the  original  reaohition  to  ap- 
point tbe  comnuttee.  In  explanation  of  his  own  object  m 
submitting  that  resolution,  he  observed,  that  its  aim  and 
end  were  to  inquire  into  the  Rscul  concerns  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  true  cause  of  their 
dechne.  He  had  seen  that,  under  the  administi'ttion  of 
the  predecessor  of  the  present  Postmaster  General,  the 
finances  of  the  department  were  in  a  most  flourishing  con- 
dition; tlrnt  by  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Betrencli- 
meut,  in  the  other  House,  in  183%  it  appeared  that,  under 
lus  able  superintendence,  its  funds  ImH  been  brought  up 
from  an  annual  deficit  of  58,000  dollars,  to  yield  a  clear 
revenue  of  100,312  dollars,  after  defraying  all  the  ex- 
penses of  mail  transportation,  and  all  the  incidental  ex- 
penses of  the  department.  The  department  produced,  at 
the  period  of  that  report,  an  excess  of  revenue  more  than 
sufficient  to  delimy  all  tiie  burdens  arimn^  from  clerk  hire, 
the  salaries  of  its  officers,  and  its  contingent  expenses; 
although,  according  to  established  usage,  appropriations 
for  those  purposes  were  annually  made  mim  tne  treaaut)'. 
The  department  then  bore  its  own  weight,  paid  its  own 
way.  and  never  made  a  demand  on  the  treasury,  to  enable 
it  to  establish  new  post  routes,  when  the  exigences  of  tlie 
country  demanded  them.  This  was  what  the  people  ex- 
pected, and  had  a  right  to  demand  from  it;  and,  until  the 
present  administration  oarae  into  power,  they  had  never 
been  disapptunted  in  thor  expectations  und(^  any  Post- 
master General. 

Indeed,  tiie  predecessors  of  the  present  incumbent  had 
actually  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  nation  upwards  of 
one  million  one  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and,  in  reply  to 


ber,  if  not  all,  of  the  persons  who  had  been  removed  from  an  interrogatoiy  put  to  bun  by  the  Committee  on  tbe  Post 
office  by  Mr.  Barry,  numerous  »s  the  cases  were,  to  sift  |  Office  and  Post  Road^  in  tiie  other  House,  at  die  last 
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session,  Mr.  Barry  himself  M]imtted  that  *' there  had  not, 
at  any  time,  been  drawn,  by  the  department,  any  money 
from  the  treasury,  which  it  had  depouted  there.  All  the 
expenses  of  transportation,  and  others  incident  to  the  de- 
partnient»  bad  been'defrayed  bjr  its  own  resources,  with- 
out any  ^i|ntipriaUan,  at  any  time,  to  meet  tiiem,  'ftom 
the  treisory."  At  the  commencement  of  the  present  ses- 
uon,  it  iiM^t  be  seen  that  its  concerns  were  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent sitaation.  By  the  reports  of  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment, it  appeared  that,  from  the  1st  JulVi  1B28,  to  the 
1st  July,  1829,  there  had  been  an  excess  oi  axpenditure, 
beyond  the  revenue,  of  $74,714,  and  an  additional  excess 
of  expenditure,  beyond  Uie  revenue  for  the  ensuing  year, 
of  ^83,134.  The  expenditures  of  the  year  ending  tlie 
1st  of  Jidy,  1830,  exceeded  even  those  of  the  preceding 
year,  by  Uie  eniMinoua  sum  of  150,674  doUan.  llie  av«li^ 
ble  ftinds  of  the  department,  in  the  first  fifteen  months  of 
the  present  administration,  suffered  an  abstraction  of 
114,000  dollars.  The  sums  drawn  ftom  the  treasury  to 
pay  the  salaries  of  officers,  and  the  continent  expenses, 
also  exceeded  any  ever  dnwn  before.  In  1834>  the  whole 
■mount  of  appropriatitma  fbr  these  purpoiftfl  was  38,350 
doUars.  In  1830,  it  was  61,390  dolbitst  and  the  appro- 
priation demanded  for  the  present  year  is  the  same.  It 
was,  therefore,  evident,  that  if  the  department  had  not 
leaned  on  the  treasury  for  support,  it  would  already  have 
neariy  exhausted  its  available  funds,  accumulated  during 
prece^ng  administrations,  and  amoimting,  as  the  Post- 
master  General  had  stated  them,  on  the  Ist  of  July,  1829, 
to  230,000  dollars.  And,  without  considering'the  appro- 
pnationa  from  the  treasury,  it  must  be  evident  to  every 
man  who  reflected  on  tb^  subject,  that  tinleas  some 
change  should  be  made  in  the  adminbtration  of  its  affairs, 
this  apartment  would  soon  reach  the  period  of  its  insol- 
vency. Such  were  the  considerations  which  had  induced 
>  him  to  propose  the  inquiry.  There  were  others,  as  little 
connected  with  the  subject  of  removals  as  these,  which 
had  impelled  him  to  submit  the  proposition.  Hehadseeo, 
tbid,  during  the  laat  seadon  erf"  Congress,  a  Senator  from 
Oluo  rUr.  BvxtisT]  had  introduced  a  resolution,  calling 
for  information  in  relation  to  the  mail  contracts.  There 
were,  at  that  6me,  allegations  of  gross  abuses  in  regard  to 
these  contracts,  which  had  «nce  swelled  into  direct  diarges 
of  corruption,  in  preferring  higher  to  lower  bidders, 
and  granting  extra  allowances  to  political  favorites.  The 
rcsDlntion  oi  the  Senator  of  Ohi<^  afUr  having  remained 
on  the  table  several  days,  was  amended,  aa  was  supposed, 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  Postmaster  General  himself,  (if 
wrong  in  this  suppomtion,  be^rishedtobe  corrected,)  and 
was  adopted  in  the  shape  in  wluch  it  appeared  on  the 
journal  of  the  last  sesnon.  The  amendments  might  there  be 
traced  in  italics;  and  the  first  of  these  was  one  postponing 
Uie  information  re(|uired,  "till  an  early  period  of  the 
next  sesnon."  In  this  shape,  that  resolution  was  adopted. 
That  next  sesmon  had  arrived,  yet  had  no  answer  what- 
ever been  ^ven  to  this  call.  Nearly  a  year  had  passed 
away,  yet,  neither  respect  for  the  Senate,  nor  a  sense  of 
duty,  had  yet  produced  a  line  of  reply.  Was  the  labor 
great?  If  so,  was  not  the  time  allowed  8ufficiet)t  to  enable 
the  department,  with  the  aid-  of  the  new  clerks  employed 
there,  to  answer  it  fully? 

It  was  with  a  view  to  gtun  such  information  as  tlus,  and 
to  learn  the  actual  causes  of  the  decline  in  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  Uiis  department,  that  the  investigation  was  com- 
menced. Rumor  had  assigned,  as  one  of  these  causes, 
the  removal,  for  opinion's  sake,  of  hundreds  of  expe- 
rienced and  fiuthful  postmasters,  and  otlier  officers  of  the 
department,  and  the  substitution  of  ignorant  and  brawling 
partisans,  who  had  exhibited  no  other  proof  of  capacity 
than  their  having-  voted  for  the  present  Chief  Magistrate. 
The  resolution  gmve  the  comimttee  full  latitude  oi  inquiry 
to  aacettain  tlua  or  any  other  ouise  of  abuse.  It  directed 
then  to  inquire  »nd  report  "in  n^iat  manner  the  laws 


regulating  the  department  were  administered.*'  The 
Postmaster  General  exercised  the  right  to  remove  an  offi- 
cer bv  virtue  of  some  law,  or  he  had  no  right  to  remove. 
How  he  had  administered  this  law,  then,  it  was  the  du^ 
of  the  committee  to  examine  and  report.  Would  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  "vba  said  we  bad  no  Boch  power 
under  the  resolution,  tell  us  why  this  claose  did  not  ab- 
solutely enjoin  thia  inquiry  as  a  duty  upon  us?  Another 
part  of  it  (Greeted  the  committee  "to  examine  and  report 
the  entire  management  of  the  Poet  Office  Department." 
Was  the  matter  of  removing  a  thousand  officers  no  part  of 
the  management  of  the  department?  It  appeared  rather 
that  this  had  been  tiie  chief  business  of  the  department 
Another  cUuse  of  the  resolution  directed  the  committee 
to  examine  and  report  whether  further  and  what  le{^ 
proviuons  were  necessary  to  secure  the  proper  adminis- 
tration of  its  affairs.  It  would  be  recollected  that,  in 
1826,  the  celebrated  committee  on  Executive  patronage, 
in  thia  body,  reported  a  bill  making  provision  to  prevent 
this  very  abuse  of  removals  in  tiie  Post  Office,  and  actually 
transferring  the  whole  power  <tf  appointment  and  removd 
from  the  Postmaster  General  to  the  Premdcnt  and  Senate. 
Perhaps  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Woov- 
BDBT,]  who  was  a  member  of  the  present  committee,  had 
also  been  a  member  of  that  committee,  and  probably  ap- 
proved of  the  principles  of  the  report,  and  would  now 
vindicate  the  measure  of  making  le^  provision  on  the 
subject.  If  tliere  could  exist  a  penod  wlien  stich  legal 
provision  was  necessary,  it  now  existed;  and  the  power  to 
make  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  such  a  measure,  clearly 
delegated  by  the  resolution,  necessarily  involved  the 
power  and  the  duty  to  inquire  whether  the  removals  had 
been  improperly  made. 

Such  were  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  the  commistioti 
under  which  the  inquiry  commenced.  The  committee 
met,  and  propounded,  afler  considerable  deliberation, 
nine  interrogatories  to  the  Postmaster  General,  which 
were  delivered  to  liim  on  the  34th  of  December  last,  and 
to  which  he  had  as  yet  given  no  aiuwcr.  On  the  17th  of 
January,  three  other  interrogatories  were  propfised  by 
them,  and  sent  to  him.  Among  the  last,  was  one  inquiry: 
"  What  postmasters  have  been  removed  since  you  came 
into  office,  and  for  what  causes?  Please  to  give  thdr 
names,  places  of  residence  at  the  time  of  removal,  and 
the  causes  of  their  removal,  classifying  the  cause  for 
brevity's  sake."  This  interrogatory,  as  originally  pro- 
posed in  committee  by  the  Senator  from  Hune,  (ur. 
HoLxxs,]  inquired  the  causes  of  the  removal  of  each 
of  the  discarded  postmasters,  but  was  amended  by  the 
votes  of  the  Senators  from  Tennessee,  New  Hampshire, 
and  Indiana,  who  shaped  the  interrogatory  as  it  was 
actually  sent  to  the  Postmaster  General.  Thus,  this  officer 
was  left  at  liberty  to  state  the  causes  of  removal  generally, 
or  to  state  tliera  particularly  in  such  cases  as  he  might  se- 
lect] and  Utis  he  might  w)  in  as  strong  language  as  he 
pleased,  to  bear  him  out  in  making  these  remoTi£.  And 
would  any  man,  with  a  feeling  oif  justice  in  his  bosom, 
after  saving  the  Postmaster  General  this  latitude  to  accuse 
ana  blacken  the  victims  of  his  proscription,  refuse  to  them 
the  right  of  stating  tiie  causes  of  their  removal,  if  they 
should  choose  to  do  so?  The  files  of  the  departmentmight 
be  filled  with  groundless  accusations  against  them,  which 
posterity  might  bring  to  light  when  they  might  be  laid  in 
their  graves.  Might  they  not  now,  if  they  could  leam 
the  nature  of  those  charges,  be  permitted  to  refute  them, 
and  to  place  that  refutation  on  the  same  record  that 
rfiould  present  the  imputations  against  tiiem?  Vet  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  complained,  that  to  allow  them 
to  testify  would  be  to  admit  fX  parte  evidence. 

After  thes*  interrogatories  had  been  delivered  to  the 
chief  of  this  department,  another,  relating  to  a  mngle 
point,  had  been  sent  to  )um  by  order  of  lh«  committte  on 
the  38th  of  Januai^'i  and,  as  nothing  had  yet  been  re- 
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ceived  from  him,  a  request  hul  been  added,  to  know  of 
him  -within  vhat  time  an  answer  miffbt  be  expected.  Two 
coramanications  were  tlien  received  from  him  in  reply  to 
the  laft  letter  of  the  committee;  the  one  acknovle^n^ 
the  receipt  of  their  letters  of  the  17th  and  38th  of  Janua- 
ry, stating  that  the  department  was  Uboriously  employed 
in  answerm^  the  inquiries,  and  would  reply  when  it  was 
ready;  the  other  answering  the  last  interrogatory  of  the 
committee.  The  receipt  of  the  most  important  commu- 
nication, that  of  the  24th  December,  had  not  yet  been 
acknowledged.  In  the  mean  time,  Gpecific  charges  of 
corruption  and  fraud,  in  certun  mail  contracts,  having 
been  diatinctly  preferred  to  the  committee,  with  crffers,  on 
tiie  part  of  respectable  individuals,  to  sustun  the  charges 
on  oa^J),  it  had  been  unanimously  agreed  to  apply  for 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  The  power  was 
granted  by  the  Senate.  But  when  the  committee  met, 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  objected  to  its  ezergisc  in 
the  very  case  which  had  caused  them  to  ask  for  the  power, 
insisting  that  inquiry  ought  first  to  be  made  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  whether  he  was  not  in  possesnon  of 
sufficient  affidaTtts  and  correspondence  to  make  out  the 
case  against  Uniself,  and  that  it  would  be  time  enough  to 
•end  tot  the  persons  when  it  should  be  foiind  that  the 
charges  could  not  be  established  by  a  reference  to  his 
own  records.  In  this  ingenious  view  of  the  subject,  that 
gentleman  was  supported  by  the  Senators  from  New 
Hampdiire  and  Indiana,  a  majority  of  the  committee.  He 
did  not  hedtate  to  say,  that,  from  that  moment,  he,  as  well 
as  the  Senator  from  Mune,  considered  that  the  great  ob> 
ject  of  the  investigation  was'  substantially  defeated.  An 
effort,  however,  was  nude  to  examine  Abraham  Bradley, 
the  late  First  Assistant  Postmaster  General.  He  was  sent 
for,  and  attended  the  committee.  Mr.  C.  then  read  from 
the  journals  of  the  committee — "  Mr.  Woodbury  objected 
to  this  witness  being  sworn,  unless  Mr.  Holmes  would  first 
state  his  object  in  desiring  to  have  .him  examined.  Hr. 
Holmes  asked  the  witness  now  long  he  had  been  Assistant 
Postmaster  General,  and  what  were  the  duties  assigned 
him  in  the  department?  Mr.  Holmes  objected  to  giving 
any  Turther  explanation  of  the  object  of  his  question,  than 
the  question  itself  conveyed;  and  insisted  on  his  riglit  to 
have  the  witness  examined.  It  was  then  decided  that  the 
witness  should  be  sworn,  and  answer  this  question,  Mr. 
Hohnes,  Mr.  Hendricks,  and  Mr.  Clayton  voting  for  % 
and  Mr.  Grundy  and  Mr.  Woodbury  i^nst  it.  Mr. 
Brkdiey  was  then  sworn  by  tiie  chairman,  and  answered 
the  question,  when  Mr.  Holmes  propounded  another 
question:  Were  you  removed  from  your  office,  and  when, 
and,  if  you  know,  for  what  cause  or  causes?  Mr.  Gntn- 
dy  objected  to  this  question;  and  Mr.  Hendricks,  to  give 
himself  time,  as  he  swd,  to  examine  the  resolution,  moved 
to  adjourn.  Mr.  Grundy,  Mr.  Hendricks,  and  Mr.  Wood- 
bury voted  for  the  adjoumment,  and  Mr.  Holmes  and 
Mr.  Clayton  against  it."*'  Thus,  continued  Mr. C,  this 
question  had  been  proposed  by  his  friend  from  Maine  to 
a  single  witness;  and,  before  the  committee  had  even  de- 
cided  upon  it,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  offered 
this  resolution  to  the  Senate.  It  appeared  to  him,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  tlmught  tliat  the  commit- 
tee should  never  dar6  to  ask  infbrmation  from  any  other 
source  than  the  Postmaster  General  himself.  To  prove 
this,  if  proof  were  yet  necessary,  he  referred  to  tlie  jour- 
nal of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  of  this  morning. 
A  resolution  was  offered  to  request  Joseph  W.  Hsnd, 
solicitor  of  the  department,  to  attend  with  the  book, 
showing  balances  of  accounts  had  been  collected,  and  to 
give  information  as  to  the  actual  slate  of  tlie  available 
funds;  when  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  objected  to 
the  resolution,  and  moved  to  dispenpe  with  Mr.  Hand's 
testimony,  and  to  call  on  the  Postmaster  General  on  the 
subject;  and  being  supported  in  this  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  tlie  testimony  was  rt-fused.  Tlic 


importance  of  ascertaining  the  true  nature  of  those  fund* 
was  unquestionable.  The  bill  pending  in  the  other  House 
to  establish  additional  post  routes,  had  been  arrested  on 
account  of  the  supposed  want  of  fiind*  to  defray  thrir  ex- 
pense. The  public  demand  toe  these  rotitea,  as  mani- 
fested by  the  OMly  petitioni  presented  here,  demonstrate 
the  interest  which  Uiis  question  had  czritedj  and  the  ho- 
norable Senator  from  Tennessee  must  labor  under  some 
manifest  delusion,  in  supponng  that  such  an  inquiiy  diould 
be  confined  to  tlie  Postmaster  General. 

That  gentleman  seemed  to  suppose  tiiat  a  dismissed  of- 
ficer was  incompetent  to  testify,  merely  becutse  he  had 
been  dismissed.  The  witness  [Mr.  Bmdleyl  w1k>  was 
brought  before  the  committee,  had  served  Us  country 
with  great  honor  to  himself  for  about  thirty  years.  He 
had  grown  up  in  this  department,  was  thorou^ly  conver- 
sant with  all  its  concerns,  and  had  through  life  sustained 
an  irreproachable  character.  The  breath  of  proscription 
could  not  t«nt  it.  The  idiafta  of  calumny  would  fall 
harmlessly  before  it.  And  if  the  testimony  of  sudi  men 
be  incompetent,  to  whom  riiould  we  go  fw  infbrmation? 
To  the  clerks  and  officers  of  the  department  alone }  Were 
they  more  worthy  of  credit  than  the  man  who  had  been 
driven  out  of  office  for  a  man^  exercise  of  the  rigbt  of 
opinion?  Were  those  alone  worthy  of  confidence  who 
tuul  learned  to 

**  Cmok  the  pregnant  binfci  of  (he  kiwi^ 
Wkera  Ibrif (  mar  foUuw  laiitnuigf" 

There  were,  doubtless,  many  higfa'minded  and  honora- 
ble men  holding  office  under  the  department.  But  would 
you  compel  them  to  appear  to  ^ve  evidence  against 
when  you  know,  from  the  persecuting  and  proscriptive 
temper  evinced  by  it,  that,  rbr  any  material  oisctosure  of 
abuses,  they  would  probably  fiill  the  victims  of  their  own 
integrity  in  less  than  twenty-four  ho\irs?  FeHiaps  not  a 
few  of  tliese  men,  with  their  families,  were  dependent 
upon  their  offices  fbr  bread.  They  had  learned  no  other 
means  of  living.  And,  for  one,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say, 
that  he  would  rather  forego  the  whole  investigation,  im- 
portant as  he  Verily  deemed  it,  than  to  compel  one  of 
them  to  do  an  act  which,  however  pure  in  its  motive,  or 
honorable  in  its  performance,  might  cause  him  to  be  de- 
prived of  his  means  of  living. 

It  would  be  seen,  tlien,  that  while  the  committee  were 
thus  trammeled  by  a  refusal  to  suffer  them  to  inquire  into 
abuses  from  any  person  who  might  have  been  dismissed 
from  office,  these  abuses  must  pass  without  exposure. 
Tlie  whole  object  of  the  inquiry  mi^t  be  frustrated. 
This  department,  which,  by  the  report  of  the  late  Post- 
master Genera),  for  the  year  1827,  contained  not  less  than 
twenty-six  thousand  officers  and  agents  of  every  descrip- 
tion, among  whom  there  were  more  than  eight  thousand 
four  hundred  postmanters,  and  more  than  two  thousand 
mail  contractors,  could  of  itself  form  an  executive  army^ 
ready  to  march  at  any  time,  at  ^e  word  criP  its  mditiod 
chief,  and  storm  any  position  whi^  he  might  order  to  be 
carried,  however  bacred  in  our  «vil  institutionB,  and 
though  in  mir  soul's  just  estimation  prized  above  all 
price.  But  it  would  remain  to  be  seen  whether  this  de- 
termination to  hide  the  light  would  satisfy  the'peopic! 
They  were  awake  to  the  importance  of  this  inquiry. 
They  felt  that  the  exigencies  of  the  country,  now  demand- 
ingthe  establishment  of  so  many  new  post-routes,  and 
now,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this  department, 
demanding  them  in  vain,  called  loudly  for  some  radical 
change  in  the  management  of  its  affairs.  They  had  read, 
as  he  had,  with  astonishment,  the  report  of  its  chief  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Pout  Office  and  Post  Koads  of  the  other 
House  at  the  last  sesuon,  in  which  he  declared  that  **  it 
must  be  obnous,  that,  without  any  considetable  improre* 
ment  in  the  mail  frdlities  for  at  least  three  years  to  come, 
it  would  be  difficult  to  make  the  department  suatwn  itself 
in  its  present  operations,  irithout  any  increase    Uie  nuro- 
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ber  of  nmil  routes."  And,  aeeine  these  things,  he  laicl  to 
the  gentlemu)  from  Tenne«ee,  let  no  friend  of  the  de- 
partment, or  its  chief,  lay  the  flattering  onction  to  bit  soul, 
th»t,  by  sappreadn{f  this  invettigation,  either  Erectly  or 
indirectly,  they  can  escape  the  consequences  vhich  in- 
variabW^flow  from  attempts  to  conceal  the  true  state  of 
their  asUrs  from  an  intelligent  public. 

Bfr.  WOODBURY,  (also  a  member  of  the  committee,) 
said,  that  the  question  inrolved  in  the  resolution  stood 
fitrth  sin^*  naked,  and,  as  he  believed,  virtually  adjudi- 
cated by  the  Senate  at  the  last  seanon.  He  never  anticipat. 
ed  that  all  the  concerns  of  tiie  Post  Office  Department, 
and  all  the  proceedings  of  the  select  eomnuttee^  would  be 
drawn  into  its  discussion.  But  the  course  Just  pursued  by 
the  honorable  chairman  left  no  alternative  but  assent  to 
his  allegations,  or  a  reply.  '  In  relation  to  tlie  personal 
imputation,  that  a  portion  of  the  committee  had  attempted 
to  esdude  light,  or  to  baffle  inquiry,  he  would  boldly  ap. 
peal  to  eveiy  other  member  of  the  committee  for  its  con- 
tradiction. Every  prc^oution  for  information  bad  been 
met  and  examined  with  promptitude,  and  sanctioned, 
whenever  a  majority  of  the  committee  deemed  it  to  be 
embraced  within  the  reference,  and  presented  in  a  shape 
best  calculated  to  elicit  the  truth.  The  proceedings  of 
the  committee  on  the  very  subject  of  the  present  resolu- 
tion— the  causes  of  the  removal  of  officers — furnished  a 
very  striking  illustration  on  this  topic. 

An  interrogatory  was,  at  an  early  moment,  offcre<l  by 
die  chunnao,  mldresaed  to  tlie  Postmaster  General,  ask- 
ing for  the  eanses  of  removal  in  each  case  suice  bis  con- 
nexion with  the  department.  This  interrogatory  was  be- 
lieved by  a  majority  of  the  committee,  as  he  supposed, 
improper,  after  the  repeated  decisions  of  the  Senate  last 
session  against  similar  inquiries;  and  it  was  further  thought 
to  be  derogatory  and  unjust -to  give  publication  and  noto- 
riety to  all  the  diatgM  on  file  against  five  or  six  hundred 
indiriduals.  The  proposition  was,  therefore,  amended* 
and  the  causes  of  removal  lefl  to  be  sUted  in  general 
terms^  wthout  any  pnsonal  application.  7'liis  was  set- 
tled as  a  question  of  power  and  propriety,  and  not  witli 
the  least  view,  in  my  bo^,  of  eseapmg  fironi  any  legiti- 
mate inquiry. 

But,  to  diow  the  spirit  and  temper  prompting  that  in- 
temgatoty,  nther  Uian  those  opposed  to  it,  after,  the 
l^Mo  of  many  days,  and  after  power  was  obtained  to  send 
foe  penons  and  pape'n,  in  the  examination  of  ancrther  sub- 
ject, a  question  to  a  witness,  involving  the  same  principle 
as  to  the  causes  of  removal,  was  a^n  renewed;  and  a 
majority  decl^ng  in  its  favor,  the  minority  were  compel* 
Ictf  to  acquiesce,  or,  by  this  resotutiofl,  obtain  the  opinion 
of  the  Senate  against  Uie  inquiry.  Was  not  this  correct 
and  parBamentary  on  the  part  of  the  minority?  Ought 
tiiey  first  to  have  asked  leave  of  the  majority  opposed  to 
them^  And  was  it  not  properfor  the  Senate  to  construe 
thdr  own  reference,  and  even  to  kmend  or  discharge  it 
entirely,  if  expe^ent?  The  reference  was  the  act  of  tlie 
Senate.  To  the  Senate  the  committee  were  amenable. 
The  Senate  had  their  alle^ncet  could  control  all  tlidr 
movements)  and  to  their  decision,  whetlier  for  or  against 
the  resolution,  he,  for  one,  should  bow  with  all  due  de- 
ference. He  would  nt  and  examine,  early  and  ht^  in 
sesBon  and  out  of  aeanon,  if  so  directed. 

Haring*  thus  offered  the  vindication  of  the  minority  for 
presenting  tlus  resolution  to  this  body,  the  main,  and  in- 
deed only  pn^r  question  recurred:  Ought  the  commit- 
tee to  be  limited  or  not  in  their  investigation  of  the  causes 
of  removal  from  office?  He  should  not  now  argue  what 
had  been  so  fiiUy  argued  here  only  at  the  last  Bes«oi> — 
both  the  useleasnesB  and  inexpediency,  if  not  the  encroach- 
ment on  constitutional  princq»ks,  m  such  an  inquiiy  by 
thbbody.  He  mppoaed  that  the  Senate  was  not  now  £s- 
posed  to  criMS  its  own  patii  on  this  lubjeet.  What  would 
It  lead  to  in  the  preaent  irntine^  were  the  craanittec  to 


go  into  the  causes  of  each  of  the  five  or  six  hundred  casesi 
to  send  for  the  person  of  each  removed  officer  to  obtain 
evidence,  and  to  summon  even  third  persons,  without 
number,  for  explanation  and  support  of  nther  side^  He 
could  not  see  the  utility,  any  more  than  the  end,  of  such 
an  investigation.  But  there  might,  he  adnutted,  be  some 
benefit  in  our  legislation  by  knowing  the  general  causes 
which  influenced  any  department  in  its  removals. 

The  chairman  was  in  error  in  supposing  that  he  liad 
been  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Executive  Patronage, 
who  had  made  the  report  referred  to  by  that  honorule 
Senator.  He  waa  a  member  of  a  subsequent  committee 
on  that  subject,  and  ^proved  most  of  me  principles  in 
the  report  of  the  first  one;  and,  therefore,  would  regulate, 
at  all  times,  when  practicable,  the  influence  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  or  any  other  Department,  by  additional 
laws,  where  laws  could  reach  the  evil,  and  where  he  had 
ascertained  that  tlie  general  grounds  of  removals,  or  of 
other  proceedings  in  the  department,  were  such  as  to  in* 
jure  or  to  endanger  the  public  interests.  Henc^  he  -had 
not  objected  now  to  ask  the  general  grounds  of  removal 
in  that  department,  or  to  investigate,  to  the  fhllest  extent, 
its  fiscal  operations.  These  operations  were  conceded  to 
have  been  the  chief  object  of^the  original  reference.  It 
was  with  a  view  to  them  that  the  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers  had  been  voted  for  by  him:  but  now, 
when  that  power  was  attempted  to  be  turned  to  a  differ- 
ent, and,  as  he  believed,  improper  inquim  it  was  high 
time,  in  his  opinion,  to  ask  the  direction  of^ the  Senate. 

He  regretted  that  the  member  from  Delaware  had 
deemed  it  relevant,  on  the  resolution  now  under  consider- 
ation, to  discuss  at  all  the  comparative  condition  of  the 
fiscal  concerns  of  that  department,  under  its  present  and 
under  its  former  administration.  He  stood  not  here  as 
the  mere  apologist  or  eulogist  of  any  man.  But  the  course 
of  the  honorable  chairman  demanded  a  brief  reply;  and 
without  any  invidious  contrast  between  the  heads  of  that 
department,  at  different  periods,  he  would  endeavor  to 
satisfy  the  Senate,  in  a  very  few  words,  that  the  minority 
of  tlie  committee  liad  aliown  no  unwillingness  to  probe  to 
the  quick  tlie  pecuniar)-  afTairs  of  the  department  at  any 
period  of  time,  and  that,  so  &r  as  these  affairs  were  accu- 
rately known,  their  present  condition  wai  highly  credit- 
able  to  the  great  public  objects  of  the  creation  oi^  the  de- 

Kiirtment,  and  to  its  general  fiscal  administration  for  the 
«t  two  years. 

The  first  eight  interrogatories  proposed  to  the  depart- 
ment by  the  ch^rman,  in  the  committee,  so  far  as  they  re- 
lated to  its  funds,  had  been  adopted  without  a  dissenting 
vote.  The  extraordinary  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers  with  a  view  to  the  same  object,  had  also  been  ask- 
ed for,  without  opposition,  in  the  committee.  The  mino- 
rity had  been  as  anxious  as  tiie  majority  to  obtun  the  truth, 
the  whole  triitb,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  And  when  a 
call  on  subordinate  clerks  had  been  proposed,  it  had  been 
merely  changed  into  one  to  the  hcaa  of  the  department, 
as  more  decorous  in  the  first  instance,  and  as  the  only  pro- 
per call  until  the  head  should  decline  or  neglect  to  answer. 
No  such  neglect  liad  yet  occurred.  Calls  made  at  the 
last  session,  involving  an  unprecedented  degree  of  labor, 
bad  precedence,  and  had  put  in  requisition  all  the  force 
of  the  department  which  could  be  spared  from  its  current 
business;  calls,  one  of  which,  alone,  he  h.id  no  doubt, 
from  its  character,  would  present  an  answer  filling,  if 
printed,  a  thick  octavo  volume.  He  had  so  advertised  the 
committee,  when  some  of  their  own  troublesome  interro- 
gatories had  been  propounded;  and  it  would  be  oppres- 
sive to  ask  of  the  department  to  make  brick  without  straw. 
The  minority,  therefore,  to  avoid  delay,  had  expressed  a 
wiltingness  and  wi^  to  examine  the  books  of  the  depart- 
ment without  so  much  copying,  and  had  stood  ready  at  all 
lamei  to  proceed,  and  nuke  ue  appropriate  examination. 
The  Senate  wouU  thus  judge  hov  nir  any  imputation  was 
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ceived  fVom  him,  a  request  had  been  added,  to  know  of 
hbn  wttun  what  time  an  answer  mieht  be  expected.  Two 
comiODidcatioDB  were  then  rec^ved  from  him  in  rept}^  to 
the  laat  letter  of  the  eomnuttee)  the  one  acknowledging' 
the  receipt  of  thor  letter*  of  the  17th  and  3Btii  of  Janua- 
ly.  stating  that  the  department  was  laboriously  employed 
in  answering  the  inquiries,  and  would  reply  when  it  was 
ready;  the  other  answering  the  last  interrogatory  of  the 
committee.  The  receipt  of  the  most  important  commu- 
nication, that  of  the  34th  December,  had  not  yet  been 
acknowledged.  In  the  mean  time,  specific  charges  of 
corruption  and  IVaad,  in  certain  nuul  contracts,  having 
been  distinctly  preferred  to  the  committee,  with  offers,  on 
the  part  of  respectable  individuals,  to  austun  the  charges 
on  oa*ii,  it  hi^  been  unanimously  agreed  to  apply  for 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  The  power  was 
granted  by  the  Senate.  But  when  the  committee  met, 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  objected  to  its  ezeroise  in 
the  very  case  which  had  caused  them  to  ask  for  the  power, 
insisting  that  inquiry  ought  first  to  be  made  of  the 
Postmaster  Genera^  whel^er  he  wai  not  in  possesMOn  of 
«uAcient  aflBdavits  and  correspondence  to  make  out  the 
case  agiunst  himself  and  that  it  would  be  time  enough  to 
send  for  the  persons  when  it  should  be  found  that  the 
charges  could  not  be  established  by  a  reference  to  his 
own  records.    In  this  ingenious  view  of  the  subject,  that 

Sntleman  was  supported  b^  the  Senators  from  New 
impshire  and  Indiana,  a  majority  of  the  committee.  He 
did  not  hesitate  to  say,  that,  from  that  moment,  he,  as  well 
as  the  Senator  from  Maine,  considered  that  the  great  ob- 
ject of  the  investigation  was  substantially  defeated.  An 
effort,  however,  was  made  to  examine  Abraham  Bradley, 
the  late  First  Asustant  Postmaster  General.  He  was  sent 
for,  and  attended  the  committee.  Mr.  C.  then  read  from 
the  journals  of  the  committee — "  Mr.  Woodbury  objected 
to  this  witness  b«ng  sworn,  unless  Mr.  Holmes  would  first 
state  his  object  in  deuring  to  hare  .him  examined.  Hr. 
Holmes  asked  the  witness  how  long  he  had  been  Assistant 
Postmaster  General,  and  what  were  the  duties  assigned 
him  in  the  department?  Mr.  Holmes  objected  to  giving 
any  further  explanation  of  the  object  of  his  question,  than 
the  question  itself  conveyed;  and  insisted  on  his  riglit  to 
have  the  witness  examined.  It  was  then  decided  that  the 
witness  should  be  sworn,  and  answer  this  question,  Mr. 
Holmes,  Hr.  Hendricks,  and  Mr.  Clayton  voting  for  it, 
and  Mr.  Grundy  and  Mr.  Woodbury  agtunst  it.  Mr. 
Bradley  was  then  sworn  by  the  chairman,  and  answered 
the  (Question,  when  Mr.  Holmes  propounded  another 
question:  Were  you  removed  from  your  office,  and  when, 
and,  if  you  know,  for  what  cause  or  canses?  Mr.  Grun- 
dy objected  to  this  question)  and  Mr.  Hendricks,  to  give 
lumself  time,  as  he  sud,  to  examine  thft  resolution,  moved 
toadjoom.  Mr.  Grundjr,  Mr.  Hendricks,  and  Mr.  Wood- 
bury voted  for  the  adjournment,  and  Mr.  Holmes  and 
Mr.  Clayton  against  it.'*  Thus,  continued  Mr.  C,  thin 
question  hod  been  proposed  by  his  friend  from  Maine  to 
a  single  witness;  and,  before  the  committee  had  even  de- 
cided upon  it,  the  gentlen>an  from  Tennessee  had  offered 
this  resolution  to  the  Senate.  It  appeared  to  him,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  thougm  tliat  the  commit- 
tee should  never  dare  to  ask  information  from  any  other 
source  than  the  Postmaster  General  himself.  To  prove 
this,  if  proof  were  yet  necessary,  he  referred  to  the  jour- 
nal of  the  proceeding  of  the  committee  of  this  morning. 
A  resolution  was  onered  to  reqrfest  Joseph  W.  Hand, 
solicitor  of  tlie  department,  to  attend  with  the  book, 
blowing  balances  of  accounts  had  been  collected,  and  to 
cive  information  as.  to  the  actual  state  of  tlie  available 
funds;  when  tiie  gentleman  from  Tennessee  objected  to 
the  restdution,  and  moved  to  dispeniie  with  Mr.  Hand's 
testimony,  and  to  call  on  the  Postmaster  General  on  the 
subject)  and  being  supported  in  this  by  the  gentleman 
frun  New  Hnmpsbire,  the  testimony  was  refused.  Hie 


importance  of  ascertaining  the  true  nature  of  those  funds 
was  unque8tionid>le.  The  bill  pending  in  the  other  House 
to  establish  adc^tional  post  routes,  had  been  arrested  on 
account  of  the  supposed  want  of  funds  to  defray  thnr  ex- 
pense. The  pubbc  demand  for  these  routes  as  mwii- 
fested  by  the  oaily  petitions  presented  here,  demonstrate 
the  interest  which  this  question  had  excited;  and  the  ho- 
norable Senator  from  Tennessee  must  labor  under  some 
manifest  delusion,  in  supposing  that  such  an  inqtdiy  should 
be  confined  to  the  Postmaster  General. 

That  gentleman  seemed  to  suppose  that  a  £matKA  of- 
ficer was  incompetent  to  testify,  merely  because  he  bad 
been  dismissed.  The  witness  [Mr.  Bradley]  who  was 
brought  before  the  committee,  had  served  ais  country' 
with  great  honor  to  himself  for  about  thirty  years.  He 
had  grown  up  in  this  department,  was  thoroughly  conver- 
sant with  all  its  concenis,  and  had  through  life  sustained 
an  irreproacliable  character.  The  breath  of  proscriptiDn 
could  not  tunt  it.  The  iihafb  of  calumny  would  fall 
harmledy  before  it.  And  if  the  testimony  of  such  men 
be  incompetent,  to  whom  shouM  we  go  for  information? 
To  the  clerks  and  officers  of  the  department  alone  ?  Were 
Uiey  more  worttrr  of  credit  than  the  man  who  had  been 
driven  out  of  office  for  a  manly  exercise  of  the  right  of 
opinion?  Were  those  alone  worthy  of  confidence  who 
had  learned  to 

**  Cnwk  the  prernaM  Ubmi  of  the  knc^ 
vrkcn  ihriti  Mr  ftUow  BmusT' 

There  were,  doubtleia,  many  hlgfa-n^ded  and  honora- 
ble men  holding  office  under  the  department.  But  would 
you  compel  them  to  appear  to  give  evidence  i^inst  i^ 
when  you  know,  from  the  persecuting  and  prescriptive 
temper  evinced  by  it,  that,  tor  any  material  disclosure  of 
abuses,  they  would  probably  fiUl  the  victims  of  their  own 
integrity  in  leas  than  twenty-four  hours?  Pei^pa  not  a 
few  of  these  men,  with  their  fiumlies, -were  dependent 
Hpon  their  offices  fbr  bread.  They  had  learned  no  ofiier 
means  of  living.  And,  for  one,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say, 
that  lie  would  rather  foKgo  the  whole  investigation,  im- 
portant as  he  Verily  deemed  it,  than  to  compel  one  of 
them  to  do  an  act  which,  however  pure  in  its  motive,  or 
honorable  in  its  performance,  might  cause  him  to  be  de- 
prived of  his  means  of  living. 

It  would  be  seen,  then,  that  while  the  committee  were 
thus  trammeled  by  a  refusal  to  suffer  them  to  inquire  into 
abuses  from  any  person  who  mig^t  have  been  dismissed 
from  office,  these  abuses  must  pass  without  exposure-. 
The  whole  object  of.  the  inquiry  might  be  frustrated. 
This  dtrpartment,  which,  by  the  report  of  the  late  Port- 
master  General,  for  tiie  year  1B27,  contained  not  less  than 
twen^-six  thousand  officers  and  agents  of  every  descrip- 
tion, among  whom  there  were  more  than  eight  thousand 
four  hundred  postmasters,  and  more  than  two  thousand 
mail  contractors,  could  of  itself  form  an  executive  army, 
ready  to  march  at  any  time,  at  the  word  of  its  politind 
chief,  and  storm  any  position  which  he  might  order  to  be 
carried,  however  sacred  in  our  civil  institutions,  and 
thougli  in  our  soul's  just  estimation  prized  above  all 
price.  But  it  would  remain  to  be  seen  whether  this  de- 
termination to  hide  the  light  would  satisfy  the 'people! 
They  were  awake  to  the  importance  of  this  mquuy. 
They  felt  that  the  exigences  of  the  country,  now  demand- 
ing the  establishment  of  so  many  new  post-routes,  and 
now,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  tliis  department, 
demanding  them  in  vain,  called  loudly  for  some  radical 
cliange  in  the  management  of  its  affairs.  Tliey  had  read, 
as  he  had,  with  astonislment,  the  report  of  its  chief  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  of  the  other 
House  at  the  last  session,  in  which  he  declared  that  **it 
must  be  obvious,  that,  without  any  considerable  Improve- 
ment  in  the  mail  facilities  fbr  at  least  three  years  to  come, 
it  would  be  diflicult  to  make  the  department  sutt»n  itself 
in  its  present  operation^  wtthont  any  incretse  of  the  num- 
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her  of  mul  routes."  And,  seeine  these  things,  be  said  to 
the  gentlentan  from  Tennessee,  let  no  friend  of  the  de- 
partment, or  its  chief,  la^  the  flattering  unction  to  his  soul, 
that,  by  sapprearing  dus  mveatigation,  either  Erectly  or 
indirectly,  the^  can  escape  the  conaeauences  which  in- 
Tariably  flow  from  attempts  to  conceal  the  true  state  of 
their  ^urs  from  an  intelligent  public. 

Mr.  WOODBURY»  (also  a  member  of  the  committee.) 
said,  that  tiie  question  inrolved  in  the  resolution  stood 
forth  nngly,  naked,  and,  as  he  believed,  rirtuaJly  adjudi- 
cated 1^  the  Senateatthielaat  aeasion.  He  never  anticipat. 
ed  that  aU  the  ccmcems  of  the  Post  Office  Department, 
and  all  the  proceeding  of  the  select  committee,  would  be 
drawn  into  its  discussion.  But  the  eoune  just  pursued  by 
the  honorable  cburman  left  no  alternative  but  assent  to 
his  allegations,  or  a  reply. '  In  relation  to  tlie  personal 
imputation,  that  a  portion  of  the  committee  had  attempted 
to  exclude  light,  or  to  baffle  inquiry,  he  would  boldly  ap- 
peal to  every  other  member  of  the  committee  for  its  con- 
tradiction. Every  propoution  for  information  had  been 
met  and  exanuned  with  promptitude,  and  sanctioned, 
whenever  a  majority  of  the  committee  deemed  it  to  be 
embraced  within  the  reference,  and  presented  in  a  shape 
best  calculated  to  elicit  the  truth.  The  proceedings  of 
the  committee  on  the  very  subject  of  the  present  resolu- 
tion— the  causes  of  the  removal  of  officers — furnished  a 
v«y  striking  illustration  on  this  topic. 

An  interrogatory  was,  at  an  early  moment,  offered  by 
the  chairman,  addresMd  to  tlie  Postmaster  General,  ask- 
ing for  the  causes  of  removal  in  each  case  ^ice  his  con- 
nexion with  the  department.  This  interrogatory  was  be- 
lieved by  a  majority  of  the  committee,  as  he  supposed, 
improper,  after  the  repeated  decinons  of  the  Senate  last 
session  against  similar  inquiries;  and  it  was  further  thought 
to  be  den^atory  and  unjust-to  give  publication  and  noto- 
rie^  to  all  the  chains  on  file  sgsinst  five  or  six  hundred 
individuals.  The  proposition  was,  therefore,  amended, 
and  the  causes  of  removal  left  to  be  sUted  in  general 
terms^  without  any  personal  application.  I'his  was  set- 
tled as  a  question  of  power  and  propriety,  and  not  witli 
the  least  view,  in  aiiy  body*  of  escaping  from  any  legiti- 
mate inquiry. 

But^  to  sliow  the  spirit  and  temper  prompting  that  in- 
terrogatory, rather  than  those  opposed  to  it,  after,  the 
lapse  of  many  days,  and  after  power  was  obtained  to  send 
ftr  penoDs  and  papery  in  the  examination  of  another  sub- 
ject, a  question  to  a  witness,  involviug  the  same  principle 
as  to  the  causes  of  removal,  was  i^^n  renewedt  and  a 
mMority  deciding  in  its  favor,  the  minority  were  compel- 
led to  »cquiesce,  or,  by  this  resolutiofi,  obtain  the  opinion 
of  the  8«iate  against  uie  inquiry.  Was  not  this  correct 
and  pariiamentvy  on  the  part  of  the  minority?  Ought 
they  first  to  have  asked  leave  of  the  majority  opposed  to 
them*  And  mu  it  not  proper f<v  tha  Senate  to  construe 
thor  own  reference,  and  even  to  amend  or  dischaive  it 
entirely,  if  expedient?  The  reference  was  the  act  of  the 
Senate.  To  the  Senate  the  comnuttee  were  amenable. 
The  Senate  had  their  allespancei  could  control  all  their 
movementst  and  to  their  decision,  whetlier  for  or  against 
the  resolution,  he,  for  one,  should  bow  with  all  due  de- 
ference. He  wotdd  nt  and  examine,  early  and  ktc,  in 
aesKon  and  out  of  aesuon,  if  so  Erected. 

Having  thus  offered  the  vindication  of  the  minority  for 
presenting  tlus  resolution  to  this  body,  the  main,  anid  in- 
deed only  proper  queMion  recurred:  Ought  the  comnut- 
tee to  be  limited  or  not  in  their  investigation  of  the  causes 
of  removal  from  office?  He  should  not  now  argue  what 
had  been  so  fully  argued  here  only  at  the  last  seauoit — 
both  the  uselessness  and  inexpediency,  if  not  the  encroach- 
ment on  coDStitutional  principlea,  ta  aoeh  an  inquiry  by 
thbbody.  He  anppotedtiiat  the  Senate  was  not  now  dia- 
poied  to  eroM  its  own  path  on  tUa  aubject.  What  would 
It  lead  to  in  the  preient  imtanoc,  were  the  committee  to 


go  into  the  causes  of  each  of  the  five  or  six  hundred  casesi 
to  send  for  the  person  of  each  removed  officer  to  obt^n 
evidence,  and  to  summon  even  third  peraoBs,  without 
number,  for  explanation  and  support  of  either  ^e?  He 
could  not  see  the  utility,  any  more  than  the  end,  of  such 
an  investigation.  But  there  might,  he  admitted,  be  some 
benefit  in  our  legislation  by  knowing  the  general  cause* 
which  influenced  any  department  in  its  removals. 

The  chaimian  was  in  error  in  supposing  that  he  liad 
been  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Executive  Patronage, 
who  had  made  the  report  referred  to  by  that  honorsole 
Senator.  He  was  a  member  of  a  subsequent  committee 
on  that  subject,  and  approved  most  of  the  principles  in 
the  report  of  the  first  one;  and,  therefore,  would  regulate, 
at  all  times,  when  practicable,  the  influence  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  or  any  other  Department,  by  additional 
laws,  where  laws  could  reach  the  evil,  and  where  he  had 
ascertained  that  the  general  grounds  of  removals,  or  of 
other  proceedings  in  the  department,  were  such  as  to  In- 
jure or  to  endanger  the  puhhc  interests.  Hence,  he 'had 
not  objected  now  to  ask  the  general  grounds  of  removal 
in  that  deportment,  or  to  investigate,  to  the  fhllest  extent, 
its  fiscal  operations.  These  operations  were  conceded  to 
have  been  the  chief  object  of  the  original  reference.  It 
n-as  with  a  view  to  them  that  the  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers  had  been  voted  for  by  him:  but  now, 
when  that  power  was  attempted  to  be  turned  to  a  differ- 
ent, and,  as  he  believed,  improper  inqniip^,  it  was  hi(^ 
time,  in  his  opinion,  to  ask  the  direcBon  of^the  Senate. 

He  regretted  that  Uie  member  from  Delaware  had 
deemed  it  relevant,  on  the  resolution  now  under  conrider- 
ation,  to  discuss  at  all  the  comparative  condition  of  the 
fiscal  concerns  of  that  department,  under  its  present  and 
under  its  former  administration.  He  stood  not  here  as 
the  mei-e  apologist  or  eulogist  of  any  man.  But  the  course 
of  the  honorable  ehurman  demanded  a  brief  replyt  and 
without  any  invidious  contrast  between  the  heads  of  that 
depsrtment,  at  different  periods,  he  would  endeavor  to 
satisfy  the  Senate,  in  a  very  few  words,  that  the  minority 
of  tlie  committee  had  sliown  no  unwillin^ess  to  probe  to 
the  quick  tlie  pecuniar)-  affairs  of  the  department  at  any 
period  of  time,  and  that,  so  far  as  these  affairs  were  accu- 
rately known,  their  present  condition  was  highly  cretlit- 
able  (o  the  great  public  objects  of  the  creation  of^  the  de- 
partment, and  to  its  general  fiwal  adnunistration  for  Uie 
last  two  yean. 

The  first  eight  interrogatories  proposed  to  the  depart- 
ment by  the  cliairman,  in  the  committee,  so  far  as  they  re- 
lated to  its  funds,  had  been  adopted  without  a  dissenting 
vote.  The  extraordinary  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers  with  a  view  to  the  same  object,  had  aUo  been  ask- 
ed for,  without  opposition,  in  tlie  committee.  The  nuno- 
rity  had  been  as  anxiwis  as  the  majority  toobtain  the  truth, 
tiie  whole  tnith,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  And  when  a 
call  on  subordinate  clerks  bad  been  proposed,  it  had  been 
merely  changed  into  one  to  the  head  of  the  department, 
as  more  decorous  in  the  first  instance,  and  as  the  only  pro- 
per call  until  the  head  should  decline  or  neglect  to  answer. 
No  such  neglect  lud  yet  occurred.  Calls  made  at  the 
last  sesMon,  involving  an  unprecedented  degree  of  labor, 
had  precedence^  and  had  put  in  requinlion  all  the  force 
of  the -department  which  could  he  spared  from  its  current 
business;  calls,  one  of  which,  alone,  he  had  no  doubt, 
from  its  character,  would  present  an  answer  filling,  if 
printed,  a  thick  octavo  volume.  He  had  so  advertised  the 
committee,  when  some  of  their  own  troublesome  interro- 
gatories had  been  propounded;  and  it  would  be  oppres- 
sive to  ask  of  the  department  to  make  brick  without  straw. 
The  uunorlty,  therefore,  to  avoid  delay,  had  expressed  a 
willingness  and  wiA  to  examine  the  books  of  the  depart- 
ment without  so  much  copying,  and  had  stood  ready  at  all 
times  to  proceed,  and  make  the  ^)proptiate  examination. 
The  Senate  would  Uuis  judge  how  nur  any  imputation  wis 
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deserved  by  any  of  the  comnrittee,  of  ft  desire  to  shut  out 
Mghtf  or  to  check  or  delay  suitable  inquiries  in  relation  to 
the  funds  of  the  department. 

One  word  as  to  the  comparative  state  of  these  funds. 
The  chairman,  (how  impartially  the  Senate  murt  decide,) 
began  by  Bayiog*  that  if  the  sauu-ies  of  the  officers  of  the 
department,  and  the  repairs  of  its  building  wtre  charged 
to  It,  it  would  be  found  much  in  arrear,  if  not  insolvent. 
But  is  it  pretended  that  tliose  salaries  and  repairs  have 
.ever  been  charged  to  it  under  former  adnunistrations ^ 
'  Agun,  it  was  alleged  ^t  the  expenditures  now  exceeded 
the  receipts,  and  that  some  of  its  operations,  without  re- 
lief [rcsa  Congress,  would  become  entirely  pal«ed.  But . 
he  contended  that,  on  an  examination  of  dates  and  figures, : 
and  conudering  the  efi*ect  of  our  own  new  laws  on  the  fis- 
cal concerns  of  the  department,  it  was  at  this  moment 
more  effecbiaUy  answering  the  object  of  public  accom  mo- 
dal ion  in  the  rapid  and  safe  transportation  of  the  mail,  tlian 
at  any  former  period  of  the  Government;  and  that  so  far 
from  needing  appropriations  from  Congress  to  prevent  its 
bankruptcy,  it  only  asked  the  forbearance  of  Congreis  on 
its  new,  numerous,  and  burdensome  routes. 

How  stood  the  &cto?  In  May,  1838,  you  passed  a  law 
Ci^lishing  from  two  hundred  to  two  hundnd  and  fifty 
new  pent  routes.  Here  they  were;  and  any  gentleman 
who  chose  to  read  those  in  his  own  section  of  country, 
would  be  satisfied,  as  he  would  from  the  nature  and  his- 
tory of  tile  establishment,  tliat  many  of  those  new  routes 
were  not  only  cxpenuve  in  the  first  instance,  but  exceed- 
ingly burdensome  afterwards,  by  the  income  fidling  short 
ofthe  annual  cash. 

What  was  the  consequence?  In  Uie  year  ending  July, 
1838,  wUle  few  ot  none  of  the  new  routes  had  been  put 
into  operation,  and  while  the  department  was  entirely  in 
other  hands,  tlie  balance  against  the  department  was 
35,000  dollars.  He  should  use  round  numbers.  H*  had 
no  doubt  that  this  deficit  happened,  not  from  any  miscon' 
duct  in  the  tlien  head  of  the  department,  but  from  the 
same  kind  of  causeawhicti  had  properly  operated  since — 
a  desire  to  extend  the  accommodations  of  the  mail  to  the 
utmost  extent  the  finances  of  the  department  would  admit. 

In  the  year  eliding  July,  only  two  or  three  months 
of  which  were  under  the  administration  of  the  present 
head,  the  balance  increased  to  74,000  dollars.  Many  of 
the  new  routes  had,  doubtless,  in  the  mean  time,  been  put 
into  operation  at  a  large  expense,  and  not,  it  is  presumed, 
tbougli  then,  as  well  as  now,  open  to  the  imputation  of 
happening  from  profligacy  and  fmid. 

In  the  year  ending  July,  1630,  the  baUnce  was  82,000 
dollars.  How?  Bycorruption  and  extravagance?  No,  sir. 
This  balance  was  created  by  expenditures  under  the  last, 
and  under  former  laws,  wliich  the  public  interests  demand- 
ed, and  which  can  be  seen  in  detail  in  our  own  documents 
of  the  present  session.  By  these,  it  appears  that,  in  the 
last  year,  still  more  new  routes  had  been  put  into  opera- 
tion, or  old  ones  extended,  so  as  to  carry  tiie  mail  on  horse- 
back thir^-one  thousand  miles  further  tlian  at  any  former 
period.  Koutca  hod  also  been  extended,  expedited,  and 
unproved,  for  the  safety  of  the  mail,  so  that  it  waa  con- 
veyed in  carriages  one  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand 
miles  more  than  in  any  former  year.  Yet  the  chwrman 
talked  as  if  nothing  short  of  the  grossest  corruption  and 
waste  had  produced  an  increased  expenditure. 

But  look  a  step  further.  If  this  imputed  waste  and  cor- 
ruption actually  existed,  not  only  would  the  mail  not  be 
transported  in  such  increased  diatanecs,  and  in  luch  im- 
jiroved  ways,  but  the  whole  amount  of  income  would  be 
stationar>'  or  diminishedf  whereas,  in  truth,  the  receipts 
of  the  department  exceeded  the  last  year  wliat  they  were 
in  1828,  the  last  full  year  of  the  past  administration,  near- 
ly 300,000  dollars. 

Had  the  funds  been  squandered,  then,  to  the  winds  and 
WRvei,  or  faithfully  collected?  Had  the  increased  expen- 


ditures been  made  on  the  same  labor  performed,  or  on  the 
increased  and  improved  tranqrartiation  of  the  mul  for  so 
many  thousand  miles  further. 

Iiook  to  your  documents  also  for  an  answer  to  the  charge 
tiiat  the  department  is  bankrupt,  and  that  the  aid  of  Con- 
gress is  invoked  and  is  uecessafy  to  avert  impendii^  ruin. 
Did  the  Postmaster  General  say  this?  No,  nr.  So  ftr 
from  all  that,  the  debts  in  arrear  due  to  the  Post  Office, 
meet  thus  far  more  than  all  the  annual  balances  against  it; 
and  the  Postmaiter  General  had  officially  infomRd  us, 
since  the  commencement  of  this  very  session,  that,  as  the 
contracts  for  the  next  four  years  had  been  renewed,  and 
in  a  way  to  save  the  department,  annually,  over  72,000 
dollars,  and  as  the  increase  of  postage  is  progressive, 
there  is  "  a  foundation  for  the  belief  which  has  been  ex< 
pressed,  that  the  current  revenue  of  the  department  far  the 
succeeding  year,  will  be  luiBcient  for  its  ^sburseroenta.*' 
He  impugned  the  motives  of  no  gentleman  who  differed 
from  him  in  opinion,  rither  here  or  in  the  committee.  Dif- 
ferences of  opinion  would  honestly  occur  both  in  prirate 
and  public  life.  But  the  Senate  would  now  enjoy  an  op- 
portunity to  decide  whether  the  course  -pursued  by  his 
friends  and  himself  in  the  committee  bad  been  such  as  tlie 
courtesy  due  to  official  intercourse  with  the  department 
requir^,  and  such  as  the  true  interests  of  tlic  Goveniment 
justified. 

In  fine,  they  would  see  whether  any  thing  thus  far  had 
been  developed  inthe  condition  of  the  General  Post  Office, 
so  alarming,  so  very  terrifying,  as  some  gentlemen  desired 
them  to  believe. 

Mr.  HOLM£S  said,  if  he  were  to  constdt  his  own  indi- 
vidual wishes,  he  should  vote  for  this  resolution,  lis  ob- 
ject was  to  limit  the  in^uii^  directed  by  the  Senate.  The 
committee  were  to  inquire  mto  **  the  entire  management" 
of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  to  this  end  tbey  were 
empowered  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  The  resolu- 
tion under  consideration  proposed  to  prohibit  the  commit- 
tee to  ask  a  witness  why  he  was  removed  from  office  by 
the  Postmaster  General.  Now,  said  Mr.  U.,  as  I  deem 
such  an  inquiry  essential  to  the  performance  of  the  duty 
assigned  me,  the  Senate,  I  know,  would  not,  if  tbey  couki, 
compel  me  to  perform  a  duty  in  a  manner  whidi  I  con- 
scientiously believe  to  be  wrong.  If,  therefore,  they 
should  think  proper  to  pass  tiiia  resolution,  I  should  ask  to 
be  excused  from  further  service  on  the  committee;  the  Se- 
nate would  of  course  excuse  met  and  I  should  be  thereby 
relieved  from  this  troublesome  business.  But  were  I  the 
particular,  personal,  and  politick  friend  of  the  Postmnster 
Genera),  I  should  vote  against  tlus  resolution.  Sofarfrom 
being  afiwd  of  inquiring  into  the  ofllcial  conduct  of  my 
frietid,  I  would  court  tiie  strictest  scrutiny.  Ixt  the  u  it- 
nesscs  be  partial  or  impartial,  an  honest  and  fitithfiil  offi- 
cer can  never  sufl'er  by  inquiry.  I^t  him  submit  to  the 
severest  ordeal,  let  every  thing  be  subjected  to  the  strict- 
est examination,  and  if  he  cannot  stand,  let  him  fall.  I'hese 
are  no  new  doctrines  with  me — thty  have  been  the  max- 
ims of  my  whole  pcditical  liffa.  In  a  Government  like  ours, 
those  who  receive  and  disburse  your  public  moneys,  should 
be  watched  with  a  vigilant,  and  even  a  jealous  eye.  Here 
is  the  commission  under  which  we  are  acting: 

"liesohed.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
and  report  the  present  condition  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment; in  what  manner  the  laws  regulating  the  depart- 
ment are  administered}  the  distribution  of  labor,  the  num- 
ber and  the  duties  assigned  to  each;  the  number  of  agenta, 
where  and  how  employed;  the  compensation  of  contract- 
orsv  and,  generally,  the  entire  management  of  the  depart* 
inent;  and  whether  further  and  what  legal  provisions  be 
necessary  to  secure  the  proper  administration  of  its  afTairt.** 
In  proceeding  under  this  broad  commisnen,  it  became 
necessary  to  have  power  to  send  for  persona  and  papers, 
and  the  committee  unanimously  agreed  to  ask  for  this  au- 
thority, and  the  Senate  as  unanimously  granted  it.  The 
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comfldttee  had  aent  seven!  tntertogatoriei  to  the  Postnuu- 
ter  Generxl,  of  whicli  this  was  one :  "  What  Postmasters 
bare  been  reBaoret]  since  j-ou  came  into  office,  and-  for 
vhat  causes?  Please  ^ire  the  names  and  place  of  resi- 
dence when  removed,  with  the  time  and  causes  of  their 
renonl — clasnfying-  the  causes  for  brevitjr'K  sake."  This 
iDtemgatory  was  put  by  me,  but  not  in  Its  present  shape. 
Hy  inqtury  was 'into  the  causes  of  removal  of  eachj  but 
the  friends  of  the  Postmaster  <>enerat  insisted  uponsclaa- 
afication,  which,  whatever  the  intent,  does  in  eucct  leave 
it  in  tite  power  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  evade  the 
whole  inquiry.  Now,  in  this  state  of  the  case,  and  while 
this  inquiry,  thus  modified,  is  before  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral, Mr.  Bradley,  a  former  Asnstant  Postmaster  Genei-al, 
is  summoned  befix«  the  committee.  The  first  question 
put  by  Mr.  Hcdnws  was  thia.*  *'  How  Ion;  were  you  As- 
sistant Postmaster  General,  and  what  were  tlie  duties  as- 
signed you  in  the  department?"  This  question  was  ob* 
Jected  to,  nntess  the  interrogator  would  first  state  to  what 
examination  it  wu  intended  to  lead.  The  answer  of  course 
was  that  no  such  explanation  would  be  given;  none  was 
Bcceasarjr^  fat  the  hrtctrogatory  carried  the  intent  upon 
the  face  of  it.  Even  this  mere  prdinUnary  question  was 
aerioudy  opposed  in  committee,  and  was  at  last  permitted 
to  be  put  to  the  witness  by  a  majority  of  one  only.  "Messrs. 
Clayton,  Holmea,andHendrtclu,intnealBrmative;  Messrs. 
Grundy  and  Woodbury  in  the  negative.  The  next  quea- 
tion,  and  which  is  the  foundation  of  this  extraordinary  re- 
solution, wasthis:  "  Were  you  removed  from  office;  when; 
and,  if  you  know,  for  what  cause  or  causes^"  During  the 
diacoanon  wttethcr  tfau  queation  should  be  pu^  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Hendricks  to  adjourn,  and  carried. 
Messrs.  Grundy,  Woodbury,  and  Hendricks  in  the  affir- 
mative; Messrs.  Ctsyton  and  Holmes  in  the  negative.  In 
this  predicament  were  we,  (an  inquiry  of  the  Postmaster 
General  into  his  causes  of  removal,  a  question  to  the  late 
Assistant  Postmaster  General  why  be  was  removed,  then 
pen^ng^)  and  the  Senator  from  Tennessee:,  mtbout  con* 
suiting  the  rest  of  the  committee,  asks  the  Senate  to  stop 
the  inqair^.-to  forbid  us  to  ask  Uie  question!  Were  the 
Senators  mm  I'ennessee  ami  New  Hampshire  serious  in 
their  endeavors  to  obtwn  the  causes  of  removal,  when  they 
united  in  inquiring  of  the  Postmaster  General  himself^  and 
do  the^  object  to  an  inquiry  of  the  witness?  None  but  the 
removing  and  removed  are  presumed  to  know  the  causes. 
You  are  forbidden  to  ask  the  officer  removed,  and  are  lim- 
ited therefore  to  a  general  faiquiry  of  tiie  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral himaeK  tite  very  officer  whose  conduct  is  the  subject 
of  investigation.  This  is  a  very  easy  way  to  let  off  a  de- 
linqueotr— he  is  not  only  a  witness,  but  is  tiie  only  vittiess 
in  bis  own  case.  And  we  must  not  be  too  particular  in 
our  inquiries  even  of  him.  He  is  to  chusi^,  "for  brevi- 
ty's sake."  If  he  choose*  to  smother  the  design,  let  him 
reaoit  to  genqraBxation.  And  why  are  his  friends  so  sen- 
ntivef  If  your  officer  is  innocent,  be  can  veiy  safely  an- 
swer any  interrogatory,  however  particular.  He  is  m  no 
danger  irom  any  witness,  however  strong  hia  prejudieea. 
An  honest  and  mithful  officer  should  never  have  cause  to 
fear  investigation.  Ours  is  a  Government  based  entirely 
on  responsibility,  where  the  acta  of  every  agent  should  be 
open  to  pubhc  iiupection.  All  secrets  are  grounds  of  sus- 
piooa  asd  jcidousy,  and  especially  when  clumed  by  a  sub- 
ordinate officer. 

Hie  two  questions  which  were  pnt  to  Mr.  Bradl^, 
were  manifestly  preliminary.  They,  on  the  one  hand, 
went  to  ^ow  the  extent  of  his  means  of  knowing  the  state 
of  the  department.  He  had  held  the  office  thirty  years, 
and  nearly  the  whole  time  had  managed  its  fiscal  concerns. 
■  Had  he  been  removed  by  the  present  Postmaster  General, 
and  it  wo,  for  what  cause?  This,  on  the  other*  would 
show  how  far  he  nu|^t  be  pr»u<Uced— prcsentiogatonce 
ha  knowledge  and  bis  Uas,  Who  could  have  apprehend- 
ed any  clknger  from  audi  qnestioasf  No  IHem  of  aa  In* 
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noeent  man  could  have  objected  to  the  ioqiuryi  and  had 
an  opposer  of  tliis  adauntstration  done  ao^  k  voold  have 
been  coraplamed  of  as  evidence  of  hostitity. 

But  my  principal  object  was,  I  admit,  ultesier.  It  wu 
to  ascertain  the  causes  of  the  unprecedented  nombtf  of 
removals  in  this  department.  This,  I  know,  is  a  tender 
subject.  Neither  the  minions  of  power,  not  the  daves  of 
ambition,  like  very  well  to  nve  reasona.  Let  motives  be 
divulged,  and  ^-ranny  would  soon  be  banished  the  land. 
The  post  office,  and  the  presa,  when  free  and  unadulte- 
rated, are  the  efficient  engines  to  demirfish  tyranny.  To 
corrupt  these,  is  the  prime  object  of  every  aspirant  to  ab- 
solute power.  Put  into  the  hands  of  talents,  ewnbined 
with  ambition,  the  presif  the  pest  office,  and  the  purse, 
and  you  mav  talk  of^liberty^you  nu^  retain  the  shadow, 
but  you  win  have  lost  the  substance. 

Thus  fSr  the  committee  have  "made  baste  slowhr." 
We  have  scarcely  entered  upon  the  tbreahold  of  inquiry, 
and  now  this  resolution  is  offered,  without  the  least  notice 
to  the  committee — the  i^ect  of  wlueh  is  to  arrest  the 
whole  proceeding. 

I  sball  not  fbrrjudge  the  case.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
Postmaster  General  biw  done  right  wrong.  This  Sn- 
nate  has  directed  its  committee  to  inquire,  arid  has  given 
it  ample  powers,  and  I,  as  one,  do  not  feel  at  Eber^  to 
disobey.  There  »  ccrUinly  a  diminution  of  the  fbnds  of 
the  department,  indicating  that  it'  is  inwlvent,  or  Tetging 
to  insolrencyt  and  the  Postmaster  Genenl  has  officially  in- 
formed us,  that,  from  the  ith  March.  1839,  to  the  3d  March, 
1830,  four  hunirc'd  and  mnefy-one  post  officers  had  been 
removed,  not  including  these  inthedepsrtmentpgrintbc 
post  office  of  this  ci^. 

This  administration  owes  its  existence  to  its  profesrions 
of  economy.  The  advocatea  of  General  Jackson  told  the 
people,  what  they  were  quite  willing  and  very  ready  to 
believe,  that  the  funds  had  been  squandered,  and  that  Ge- 
neral Jackson  was  the  very  man  to  correct  the  abuses.  It 
has  been  boldly  asserted  in  this  Senate,  and  gone  out  to 
the  American  people,  that  all  this  is  a  miserable  pretext, 
and  the  whole  anair  is  a  mere  ^stem  of  **  rewards  ajid 
punishments."  It  appears,  tod,  that  more  changes  have 
been  made  in  the  post  office  than  in  any  other  depart- 
ment, and  that  this  seems  most  in  embarranment.  Tbin^ 
thus  appearing,  it  is  most  extraordinarily  proposed  to  sti- 
fle the  inquiry  which  the  Senate  unanimously  tUrected. 
We  have  heard  much  of  "  baigwn  and  corruption,"  as 
well  as  of"  economy."  It  may  turn  out  that  all  this  **  bar- 
gain and  corruption"  has  occurred  under  thia  adininist»< 
tion.  If  any  oi  it  was  employed  in  establi^ing  the  fbrmer, 
it  has  not  been  yet  discovered.  It  was  the  general  err 
during  the  last  canvass;  and  if  any  proofs  can  be  adduced, 
they  may  be  elicited  by  this  inquhy. 

The  number  and  compeniation  of  clerks  in  the  depart- 
ment could  not  hare  been  extravumt,  unless  we  are  de- 
ceived by  appearances.  We  fina  4ie  number  has  been 
greatly  increased,  and  there  is  a  petition  now  pending 
befbre  us  for  additional  pay.  Thougii  this  does  not,  to  be 
sure,  look  much  like  **  retrenchment  and  reform,"  still  it 
is  posrible  that  these  additional  Expenditures  may  become 
necessary,  from  the  increased  duties  of  the  department. 
But  I  should  think  Uiat  to  displace  experience,  and  sub- 
stitute inexperience,  would  sumaebtly  account  for  it.  It 
is  imposrible*  Vyou  remove-the  most  experienced  and  Aith- 
fol  oficen  in  a  department  so  con^lex  and  ramified,  tSiaC 
the  buriness  can  be  done  so  expeditiously  or  correctly.  It 
is  impoanble  that  the  men  the  most  intelligent,  practical, 
and  mithful,  can  perform  duties  so  well  as  those  who  have 
been  trained  and  discipUned  by  long  practice. 

It  is  possible,  thouga  I  cannot  admit  that  it  is  probable, 
that  all  these  six  or  seven  hundred  removals  were  for  good 
cause.  The  late  Postmaater  General  was  a  fUthfiil  and 
vigilant  officer  and  a  ri^  discipUntriBn.  H  would  seem^ 
at  a  fitst  gbnoe,  tint  he  etmid  not  bare  orerlookcd  idl 
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theie  «iinrarthy  men,  or  tlut,  if  he  knew  them,  he  would 
hBTe  pemftted  tbem  to  remun.  The  frienda  of  the  pre- 
sent incumbent  profen  to  raped  the  ehancter  and  merits 
tiie  late  Poatmaster  OenenI,  and  we  hope  they  are  tin- 
cere;  but  rarely  it  ia  a  poor  compliment  to  hit  talents  or 
'mXKginAj  to  iiDDUte  to  him  the  emplciyment  of  nch  a  ref^- 
ment  of  bad  officers,  either  from  ignorance  or  design.  Sir, 
it  is  my  prima  faae  opinion,  that  scarcely  one  In  a  hundred 
has  been  removed  for  sufBuent  cause;  but  still,  if,  upon 
inquiry,  it  should  be  otherwise,  I  will  be  the  first  to  re- 
tract, and  exonerate  Uie  Postmaster  Cienenl  fh)m  all  pro- 
scription. 

Tlie  Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Gbuhdt]  thinks  it  a 
drudgery,  a  small  business,  to  make  tliis  inquiry.  He 
lore^  cannot  mean  tMs  as  a  reflection  upon  the  Senate 
for  directing  it.  If  the  Postmaster  General  shall  have  pros- 
tituted lus  office  for  purposes  of  proscription,  and  shall 
have  descended  to  an  inqiury  into  the  party  preferences 
of  ererr  obscure  deputy  m  the  United  States,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  fisng  the  seal  of  reprobation  upon  every  one  who 
would  not  sacrifice  to  this  modern  Moloch,  is  it  humiliat- 
ing to  foltow  him,  and  o^ose  him  in  lus  degrading  occii- 
pstion?  No,  urt  if  an  officer  will  descend  to  petty,  con- 
temptible persecuttoas,  low  as  the  business  is,  it  is  proper 
to  ferret  him  out. 

I  cast  no  imputation  upon  the  members  of  the  committee 
who  think  differently.  J'hev  probably  believe  themselves 
to  be  right,  and  we  are  satisfied  that  we  are  right;  and 
thus  the  account  is  balanced  between  us. 

For  myself,  I  cannot  indulge  a  doubt  that  this  inqutiy 
ii  not  only  legitimate,  but  necesssiy,  and  demanded  by  the 
American  people. 

Since  the  committee  was  appcnnted,  not  only  have  the 
public  papers,  but  private  letters  from  respectable  indivi- 
duals, ur^ed  on  tlie  inquiry.  And  Just  as  we  are  com- 
mencing It  with  adequate  power  and  uithority,  the  whole 
ia  to  be  mippressed! 

I  hold  m  my  hand  a  letter  from  a  highly  respectsble 
Vii^ian  to  one  of  its  Senators  here,  makmg  hi^i  charges 
of  corruption  and  fraud  in  mail  contracts,  and  naming  the 
witnesses  to  be  called  to  prove  thenii.  It  was  my  opinion, 
and  that  of  the  chairman,  that  the  witnesses  should  be 
immediately  summoned  to  testify.  But  a  majority  thought 
that  we  ought  first  to  seek  for  evidence  at  the  department; 
thus  expecting  that,  if  any  thing  was  wrong,  the  Postmas- 
ter Genend  would  furnish  the  necessary  evidence  to  con- 
vict hinkself.  Now,  if  it  be  proper  to  inquire  at  all,  why 
proceed  in  this  circuitoss  way^  When  a  respectable  citi- 
zen alleges  fraud,  or  that  he  believes  it,  and  names  the 
iritnesses  by  wliom  be  would  prove  it;  why  not  send  for 
them,  when  our  powers  are  so  ample?  It  seems  to  me 
^t  so  cautious  a  procedure  as  this  is  to  induce  a  prema- 
ture suspicioB  of  error  or  guilt. 

The  Postmaster  General  is  in  no  danger  of  injostice  by 
the  inquiry  into  tlie  causes  of  remonl.  If  a  man  is  re- 
moved for  good  cause,  he  would  not  be  very  forwatd  to 
complain  or  to  teMify,  when  he  would  know  that  thereby 
his  own  demerits  would  be  made  manifest.  If  these  re- 
movals have  been  made  as  a  punishment  for  the  exercise 
of  the  freedom  of  opinion,  a  remedy  shotild  be  promptly 
provided.  Sir,  tlie  petite  the  United  States  will  never 
tamely  suffer  a  department  of  Boch  power  and  influence 
to  become  an  engine  which  may  one  day  batter  down  tJieir 
liberties.  Sir,  the  supprcsuon  of  in<}uiry  is  smong  the 
new  &sbions  introduced  by  this  administration.  Inquiry, 
hitiierto,  has  been  always  popuUr;  so  much  so,  that  a 
member  would  scarcely  hazard  his  reputation  in  opposing 
h.  No  appreheimon  that  we  might  meet  with  impeacha- 
ble matter  could  deter  us.  Indeed,  such  an  ailment 
Vould  have  been  ridiculed.  .  The  Select  Cutomittee  of  the 
Senate  of  1836,  on  the  subject  of  Executive  patronage, 
were  not  so  timid  Ust  they  should-compromit  their  impar* 
tislity.   They  inqtured  into  ftcts,  as  the  fbundatioa  of  le- 


gislation;  and  although  we  found  no  instances  where  the 
power  of  removal  had  been  abused,  we  deemed  it  safe  to 
regulate  and  restrain  it.  The  misdiief  which  might  befal 
us  from  Executive  influence,  b^  means  of  the  post  office 
and  the  press,  were  foretold  ui  the  spirit  of  prophecy. 
That  report  was  drawn  by  the  Senator  fWun  Missouri, 
[Hr.  Bkmtoit,]  and  the  Acts  embodied  there  are  good 
proof  that  the  eomndttee  were  not  then  over  scrupulous 
m  their  inquiry.  The  slansh  doctrines  of  the  presmt  day 
would  not  now  tolerate  a  report  couched  In  such  language, 
and  breathing  such  a  spirit.    The  committee  proceed: 

*'  The  whole  of  tiiis  great  power  will  centre  in  the  Pre- 
sident. The  King  of  England  is  the  '  fountain  of  honor;' 
tlie  President  of  toe  United  States  is  the  source  of  patron- 
age. He  preudes  over  Uie  entire  system  of  federal  ap- 
pointments, jobs,  and  contracts.  Hehu  *  power*  over  the 
'support*  of  the  individuals  who  administer  the  system. 
He  makes  and  unmakes  them.  He  chooses  from  the  circle 
of  his  friends  and  supporters,  and  may  dismiss  them,  and, 
upon  all  the  principles  of  human  action,  will  dinniasthem, 
asofWn  as  they  dissppoint  bis  expectations.  His  spirit  will 
aiumate  thrir  actions  m  all  the  elections  to  State  and  Fede- 
ral offices.  There  may  be  exceptions,  but  the  truth  of  a 
general  rule  is  proved  by  the  exception.  The  intended 
check  and  control  of  the  Senate,  witbont  new  constituticmal 
or  statutory  provisions,  will  cease  to  operate.  Patronage 
will  penetrate  this  body,  subdue  its  capacity  of  renstance, 
chain  it  to  the  car  of  power,  and  enable  the  Prendcnt  to 
rule  as  ea«ly,  and  much  more  securely,  with  than  without 
the  nominal  check  of  the  Senate.  If  the  Prendent  waa 
himself  the  officer  of  the  people,  elected  1^  tbem,  and 
sponsible  to  them,  there  would  be  less  danfti^r  fnm  this 
concentration  of  all  power  in  his  hands;  but  it  ia  the  bua- 
ness  of  statesmen  to  act  upon  things  as  they  are,  and  not 
as  they  would  wish  them  to  be.  We  must  then  look  for- 
ward to  the  time  when  the  publiQ  revenue  will  be  doubled; 
when  the  civil  and  military  officers  of  the  Federal  Gor- 
emmentwiU  be  quadrupled)  when  its  mfiuence  overin^ 
viduals  will  be  multiplied  to  an  indefinite  extent;  when  the 
nomination  by  the  President  can  carrj'  any  msn  tiirougfa 
the  Senate,  and  his  recommendation  can  carry  any  mea- 
sure througli  the  two  Houses  of  Congressi  when  the  prin- 
ciple of  public  action  will  be  open  and  avowed— the  Pre- 
sident wanU  my  vote,  and  I  want  his  patroni^^t  I  will  vote 
as  be  wishes,  and  he  will  give  me  the  office  I  wish  for. 
What  will  this  be  but  the  government  of  one  man?  and 
what  b  the  govnnment  ia  one  msn  but  a  monsrchy* 
Names  are  noting.  The  nature  of  a  thing  in  its  sub- 
stance, and  the  name  of  a  thing  soon  accommodates  Itself 
to  the  substance.  I'he  first  Roman  Emperor  was  styled 
Emperor  of  the  Republic,  and  the  last  French  Emperor 
took  the  ssme  title;  and  their  respective  countries  were 
just  as  essentially  monarchical  before  aS  after  the  assump- 
tion of  these  titles.  It  cannot  be  denied  «•  dissembled  but 
that  tlds  Federal  Govemment'gravitmtes  to  tiie  same  point, 
and  that  the  election  of  the  Executive  by  the  Legfriatnre 
quickens  the  pubation. " 

•  •••••• 

'•The  committee  must,  then,  take  tilings  as  tbcy  are. 
Not  being  able  to  lay  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the  tree,  they 
must  go  to  pruning  among  the  limbs  and  branches.  NM 
beingable  to  reform  tlte  constitution  in  tiie  election  of  Pre- 
sldeDt,  they  must  go  to  work  upon  his  powcn^  and  trim 
down  these  by  statutory  enactments,  wtocvcr  it  can  be 
done  by  law,  and  with  a  just  regard  to  the  proper  efRciency 
of  the  Government.  For  tiiis  purpose,  they  liave  reported 
the  wx  bills  which  have  been  enumerated,  lliey  do  not 
pretend  to  have  exhausted  the  subject,  but  only  to  have 
seised  a  few  of  its  prominent  points.  They  have  only 
touched  in  ibur  places  the  vast  and  pervading  ststem  of 
Federal  Executive  patronsge— the  press,  the  post  office, 
the  armed  finw,  and  the  appointing  power,  litcy  are 
few  compared  to  the  whole  nvnbcr  of  points  wfai^  the 
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lystcm  presents,  but  they  are  potnta  vital  to  the  liberlies 
of  the  country.  The  press  is  put  foremost,  because  it  is 
the  ntoving  power  of  nunum  action;  the  post  office  is  the 
handmaid  of  the  press;  the  armed  force  its  executor;  and 
the  app<Hndng  power  the  directress  of  the  whole.  If  the 
appointjng  power  was  itself  an  emanation  of  tlie  popular 
will,  if  the  President  was  himself  the  officer  and  the  organ 
of  ttie  people,  there  would  be  less  dan^r  in  leaving  to  his 
will  the  sole  direction  of  all  these  arbiters  of  human  fate. 
But  things  must  be  taken  as  they  arcf  statesmen  must  act 
for  the  country  they  live  in,  and  not  for  the  island  of  Uto- 
pia; they  must  act  upon  the  state  of  fiicts  in  that  country, 
and  not  upon  tlic  visions  of  fancy.  In  the  country  for 
which  the  committee  act,  the  press,  with  some  exceptions, 
lh?  post  office,  the  armed  force,  and  tlie  appointing  power, 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  Pre^dent,  and  the  President  him- 
self is  not  in  the  bands  of  the  people.  The  Frendent 
may,  and,  in  the  current  of  human  anairs,  will,  be  against 
the  people;  and,  in  bis  hands,  the  arbiters  of  human  fate 
must  be  sigainst  them  also.  This  will  not  do.  The  possi- 
biliQr  of  it  must  be  avoided.  The  safety  of  the  people  is 
the  'supreme  law;'  and,  to  ensure  that  safety,  these  arbi- 
ters of  human  fate  must  change  position,  and  take  post  on 
the  side  of  the  people." 

Sir,  you  can  never  legislate  correctly  without  inquiring 
into  tiie  necessity.  You  should  search  deep,  and  ascertain 
the  lei^th,  breadth,  depth,  and  height  of  the  mischief  to 
be  remedied.  Both  {louses  of  ParUament,  by  their  com- 
mittees, collect  and  embody  the  evidence  on  each  subject 
as  a  foundation  for  legislation;  and  who  ever  heard  it  ob- 
jected that  they  might  find  impeachable  matter? 

The  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  1818 
had  no  scruples,  no  delicacy  like  that  here  manifested. 
They  summoned  not  only  the  clerks,  but  the  chiefs  of  the 
departiDents  themselves.  They  used  "  the  inci»on  knife 
and  the  caustic,'*  and  learched  the  wound  to  the  bottom. 
They  did  not  atop  at  a  summons;  but,  when  that  was  dis- 
obeyed, they  issued  a  capioA,  and  brought  in  the  witness 
by  force.  No  one  then  complained  oi  want  of  decorum. 
The  Representatives  of  the  people  spoke,  by  their  com- 
mittee, and  their  voice  was  obeyed. 

We  do  not  find  another  case  where  a  call  of  such  mag- 
nitude  was  refused,  and  we  ask  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
nde  to  n*e  us  a  angle  example.  Strange  doctrines,  in- 
deed, which  cover  your  executive  officers  with  such  a 
panoply! 

[Here  Mr.  GRUNDY  requested  Mr.  HOLMES  to  sus- 
pend his  remarks  until  to-morrow,  as  be  had  just  under- 
stood that  there  was  some  executive  business  before  tlic 
Senate,  which  it  was  indispensably  necessuy  to  act  on  to- 

Mr.  HOLMES  acquiesced  in  the  suggestiont  when. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  TYLEB,  Uie  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
conndenUion  of  executive  bunhess,  and  spent  half  an  hour 
within  closed  doors;  and  then  adjourned  until  Monday. 

M«3DAT,  FanavaBT  7. 

POST  OFFICE  CONTRACTS. 

A  report  was  received  from  tlic  Postmaster  Genera],  in 
obedienGe  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  giving  a  list  of 
contraets  made  by  that  department,  together  with  the 
number  and  condensation  or  clerks  employed  in  tlnat  de- 
partment. 

[The  documents  consisted  of  copies  of  all.  contracts 
made  by  him  or  lus  predecessor,  on  which  additional  al- 
lowances had  been  nude  for  additional  services;  copies  of, 
all  contracts  easting  when  his  immediate  predecessor  came 
into  office,  on  wliicb  umilar  allowances  were  made,  and 
copies  of  idl  contrM^  nude  bv  hisinunediate  predecessor. 
On  vhicb  similar  allowances  had  been  made.  Thi  letter 
add%  *'tbat  the  l^bor  required  for  the  investigation  of 
each  cue,  on  more  than  seventeen  hundred  routes,  and 


making  the  statements,  besides  preparing  copies  of  about 
fourteen  hundred  contracts,  comprlnn^  to^etlier  nearly 
six  thousand  large  folio  pages,  has  reqmml  the  coniitant 
and  diligent  scr\-ice  of  several  clerks  for  about  six  months. 
The  current  buaiiiesa  of  the  department  has  been  delayed, 
so  far  as  could  be  done  without  producing  permanent  loss; 
and,  toother  with  the  new  arrangements  rendered  ne- 
cessary in  answering  the  several  calls  for  information  from 
the  committee  instituted  by  the  Senate  on  the  15tli  of  De- 
cember, it  has  not  been  pncticable,  witli  all  the  force 
that  could  be  applied,  to  finish  the  report  at  an  earlier  pe- 
riod."] 

Mr.  GRUNDY  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
nuttee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  with  a  view  to 
a  selection  of  such  parts  as  it  would  be  proper  to  have 
printed.  In  its  present  shape  it  was  too  voluminous  for 
printing.  Tlie  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Bcaiifr]  who 
offered  that  resolution,c^ing  for  tlie  infonnation  contained 
in  the  report,  belonged  to  that  committee,  and  it  seemed 
proper  that  it  should  have  that  reference. 

Mr.  BURNET  said  he  would  not  oppose  the  reference 
suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Ganv- 
DX,J  buthe  bad  supposed  the  subject.would  be  referred  to 
the  select  committee  on  the  present  state  of  the  Post 
Office  Department. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  remarked  tliat  his  object  was  to  refer  tiie 
subject  to  the  committee  who  had  the  least  buuneas  before 
it.  To  himself  it  was  totally  immaterial,  as  he  belonged  to 
both  of  the  committees  proposed.  Tlie  stan^ngFoat  Of- 
fice Committee  were  not  overwhelmed  with  business^ while 
the  otlicr  was. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  contended  the  report  shoiild  be  sent  to 
the  select  committee,  as  that  committee  were  now  en- 
gaged in  the  investigation  of  this  very  subject;  and  be  did 
not  apprehend  that  there  was  any  inquiry  before  the  other 
committee  which  bore  aiiv  relation  to  it  As  for  the  selec- 
tion of  the  documents  which  it  would  be  proper  to  bare 
printed,  the  select  committee  could  do  it  as  well  as  any 
other.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  withdraw  his  pro* 
position,  and  allow  the  report  to  go  to  the  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  he  could  not  withdraw  hu  motion. 
The  gentleman  from  Oluo,  who  called  for  the  report,  be- 
longed to  the  standing  committee,  and  it  was  proper  he 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  acting  upon  it-  Besides,  it 
was  useless  to  disguise  another  fact.  Tlic  select  com- 
mittee had  taken  so  wide  a  field  for  its  investigations  that 
the  prospect  of  its  soon  terminating  its  labors  was  but  a 
gloomy  one.  These  committees  met  in  the  same  room, 
and  any  information  possessed  by  one  could  eavly  be  com- 
municated to  the  other. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  proposition  to 
refer  the  report  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  19,  nays 
18. 

NAVY  OFFICERS. 
Mr.  BARNARD  submitted  the  fi^Uowing  resolution: 
Jteaoked,  That  the  Comodttee  on  Navu  Affurs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increaung  the 
pay  and  emoluments  of  Masters  Commandant  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States;  and,  also,  of  allowing  additional  com- 
pensation tolUeutenants  when  acting  as  first  lieutenants 
of  a  diip  of  the  line,  frigate*  or  slocp  of  war,  aooor^ny 
to  the  rate  of  the  TcaseL 

DUTIES  ON  SUGAR. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  North  Carolina,  introduced  s  bill  to 
reduce  the  duty  on  imported  sugar. 

Mr.  BROWN  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce.  The  motion  was  rejected — yeas  16,  nays 
35. 

On  motion  of  iXr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louinana,  it  was  then 
referred  to  the  Conmittee  on  Manubctures. 
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DUTY  ON  SALT. 
Mr.  BENTON  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow  lie  should 
atk  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  (o  abrogate  the  duty  on  salt. 

JAME9  MONROE. 
The  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  the  claim  of  James  Mon- 
roe, passed  in  the  otiier  House,  was  read  a  first  time,  and 
Uid  Oil  the  table  until  lo-morroWf  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
POINDEXTER,  who  wished  time  tu  prepare  an  amend- 
ment to  it. 

POST  OFFICE  INVESTIGATION. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  declaring  tliat  the 
select  committee,  appointed  to  examine  into  the  present 
condition  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  are  not  autho- 
rized to  call  witnesses  who  have  been  removed  before 
them  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  causes  of  their 
removal,  being  again  talcen  up — 

Mr.  HOLMES  rose,  and  resumed  the  remarks  wTiicli 
be  commenced  when  the  subject  was  last  under  cons'-der- 
ation.  I  confess,  said  Hr.  H.,  that  since  our  last  adjourn, 
ment,  my  surprise  has  been  increased,  rather  than  dimin- 
ished, at  the  objection  tothe  inqtiiry.  Whatpossiblc  rea- 
son can  there  be  wliy  the  Senate  shoidd  not  have  an  an- 
swer to  this  question — "  for  wliat  cause  or  causes  were 
you  removed  from  office?"    It  cannot  arise  from  a  sym- 

Eathy  for  the  witness.  If  tho  answer  would  criminate 
im,  he  lias  a  right  to  withhold  it.  The  question  is,  nc- 
verUicleas,  prop^,  whether  he  can  exculpate  or  is  willing 
to  criminate  himself,  or  refliMs  to  answer  at  all.  In  every 
judicial  tribunal,  a  question  which  may  posnbly,  or  will 
probably,  criminate  the  witness,  is  always  proper^  but  the 
obligation  to  answer  is  another  aflair. 

But  here  the  witness  does  not  object,  but  is  willing  to 
answer.  Every  obstacle  in  reprd  to  the  witness  i^  there- 
fore, removed.  Why,  then,  »  thb  merely  preliminary 
question  to  be  refused' 

Is  the  Postmaster  General  afhiid  of  the  •nswer>  Has 
be  been  consulted,  and  does  he  tliink  it  most  pmdent  to 
object?  If  so,  there  is  strong  ground  to  suspect  him. 
Wliat  high-minded,  honorablt,  and  honest  man  would  fear 
an  answer  to  such  a  question^  Is  he  afnid  or  ashamed 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States  should  knov  the  prin- 
ciples by  which  he  acti? 

Is  this  objection  without  his  consent?  if  so,  it  is  surely 
using  him  unfurlyt  and,  if  it  came  from  a  political  foe*, 
might  be  just  ground  of  complaint.  But  public  (pinion 
win,  at  any  rate,  ascribe  this  reluctance  at  inquiry  to  him. 
The  resolution  to  trammel  the  inquiry  comes  from  his  per- 
sonal and  political  friends,  and  it  will  be  believed  that  It  is 
by  his  consent,  and  at  his  request.  Why,  it  will  be  in- 
quired, do  you  suppress  an  answer  to  such  a  question?  If 
this  officer  removed  dues  not,  in  his  answer,  give  the  truf 
cause,  cannot  you?  Do  you  fear  his  peijury?  You  have 
the  means  to  answer  and  detect  him.  Do  you  Tear  his 
truth?  That  is  just  what  we  want.  A  witness  who  has 
been  Asristant  Postmaster  General  thirty  years,  and  agunst 
whom  no  official  misconduct  has  been  alleged,  is  not  to  be 
lightly  esteemed.  His  testimony  would  be  believed  quite, 
as  soon  as  that  of  the  Postmaster  General  himself. 

I  remember  that  an  officer,  a  friend  of  mine,  of  high 
respectability,  was  accused  of  misconduct,  and  the  charges 
were  gnme  and  lerioui.  They  were  made  to  Preudent 
Monroe  at  the  close  of  his  administration,  and  he  left  tltem 
to  his  successor.  I  expressed  to  Mr.  Adams  a  strong  btrlief 
of  the  innocence  of  my  friend,  and  insisted  that  at  least  he 
ougiit  to  be  hiJArd  in  his  own  defence.  To  this  request 
in  his  behalf  the  President  assented — a  commission  was 
instituted  to  hear  the  parties  and  cvidt'nce.  On  my  return 
home,  1  informed  my  friend  that  an  inquiry  was  directed, 
at  my  request,  at  which  lie  seemed  dissatisfied,  and  to 
think  it  was  unnecessary.  From  tliat  time  1  began  to  sus. 
pert,  and  to  l  egrei  that  I  had  ^okrn  so  cnnfidontly  to  the 


President  of  his  innocence.  A  full  examination  was  had, 
the  guilt  proved,  and  the  officer  removed.  I  state  this 
case,  sir,  to  show  tiiat  any  apparent  reluctance  of  the 
Postmaster  General  to  submit  to  this  examination,  or  any 
dispodtion  to  fimit  or  restrict  it,  wilt  he  ground  of  suspicion 
against  him  before  the  American  people. 

Hut,  say  gentlemen,  we  arc  prejudging-  a  case  which 
we  may  be  called  to  try  as  a  high  court  of  impeachment. 
We  answer — our  duties  are  legislative,  executi%'e,  and 
judicial;  and  shall  we  refuse  to  perform  one  class  of  these 
duties,  because  it  may  conflict  with  the  others?  If  we  are 
never  to  perform  legislation,  lest  by  possibility  we  should 
meet  with  impeachable  matter,  there  are  few  cases  where 
we  can  act  at  all.  In  all  this,  however,  our  course  is  a 
very  phdn  one.  The  framers  of  the  constitution  supposed 
the  cases  of  impeachment  would  rarely  occur,  and  they 
judged  correctly.  It  was  never  expected  or  intended  that 
this  power  should  in  the  least  control  or  restrain  our  le- 
gislative duties.  In  the  course  of  inquiry  into  fiuits  or 
conduct  as  a  basis  of  legisktion.  we  are  never  to  anticipate 
high  misdemeanors  or  impeachable  matter;  and  it  Is  the 
same  with  our  exectitive  duties.  Suppose  a  district  judge, 
while  under  impeachment  in  the  other  House,  should  be 
nominated  to  the  Senate  for  a  jirstice  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
must  we  not  inquire  into  his  qiuilifications,  and  conse- 
quently into  the  offence  of  which  he  stands  charged?  Or 
are  we  to  translate  him  to  the  Supreme  bench,  without 
noticing  the  bet  tliat  he  stands  charged  with  official  ty- 
ranny or  corruption  by  the  grand  intjuest  of  the  nation^ 
Sir,  'it  appears  to  me  there  is  in  this  an  a0'ectation  of 
delicacy— a  morbid  sensibility— it  is  altogether  newi  the 
Senate  has  never  hesitated  to  inquire  into  official  miscon- 
duct, the  belter  to  enable  tliem  to  perform  legislative  or 
executive  duties.  Let  me  instance  a  distinguished  case — 
that  of  the  Seminole  war.  A  committee  of  the  Senate 
was  elected  by  ballot  purposely  to'  investigate  the  conduct 
of  General  Jackson  in  that  war.  This  nivestigation  involv- 
ed the  questions  whetherthe  commander  of  the  army  had 
violated  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  waging 
war  against  a  foreign  Power;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  could 
be  justified  by  orders  from  the  President  or  Sccrttary  of 
War.  This  was  looking  into  impeachable  matter  which 
might  involve  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  even  the  Presi- 
dent; both,  by  the  constitution,  impeachable  officers. 
1'he  committee  were  not  restricted  in  that  case,  but  tbcy 
did  investigate,  and  made  a  report,  which,  in  explicit  and 
decirire  terms,  censures  the  conduct  of  the  commanding 
reneral,  and  this  Kt  a  time  too  when  the  pubfic  pulse  beat 
nigh  in  his  fiivor. 

But,  sir,  this  objection  pvorcs  too  much.  There  is 
scarcely  a  branch  of  the  resolution  of  inquiry  but  is  hahle 
to  the  same.  The  present  condition  and  entire  manage- 
ment of  this  department  gives  us  a  broad  commission  in- 
deed, and  we  cannot  move  a  single  step  without  being 
exposed  to  moet,  by  poswbility,  impeachable  matter.  The 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  is  willing  for  general,  but 
not  for  particular  inquiry  as  a  basis  of  legiilation.  What 
can  he  mean?  What  would  be  general  enough  to  suit  him' 
Is  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  removal  too  "particular?" 
How  are  we  to  inquire  into  "the  entire  management  of 
the  Post  Office  Department,"  without  going  into  particu- 
lars?  What  pnfdent  man  would  be  satisfied  witli  tne  con- 
cerns of  his  farm  or  plantation,  without  examining  the 
detail  > 

The  Senator  from  Tennessee  insinuates  strongly  that  the 
question  which  so  much  afflicts  him  and  his  friend,  the  Post- 
ma.ster  General,  is  "  unbecoming,  and  calculated  to  convey 
false  impressions."  With  all  due  deference  to  that  Sena- 
tor, I  must  take  the  liberty  to  be  my  own  judge  of  pro- 
priety, subject,  however,  to  tlie  discipline  which  the  rules 
of  tlic  Senate  prescribe.  Unbecoming!  Not  suitably  re- 
spcctfid,  I  suppose,  to  the  high  dignitary  to  whom  it  re- 
lated!   Unbecoming  to  inquire  of  a  witness,  why  thisflig^ 
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nhary  did  ft  certain  officii!  act?  And  has  it  come  to  this 
■o  soon*  Sir,  if  decorum  is  to  be  properly  graduated,  let 
this  clerk  of  the  President,  this  new  fledged  bead  of  a 
department,  always  solicit,  and  with  all  humility,  that  this 
Senate  wiU  charitably  ftianiine  hit  case,  and  hear  his  rea- 
•onaorfaisexeiiaes.  Calculatedtoeonvn&lseimpresnona! 
Hov>  Impresskms  are  made  ereiy  «4iere  that  these  re- 
morals  are  persecutions.  Are  these  impraanona  correct 
or  fUse?  If  false,  how  can  an  inquiiy  into  the  tnie  cause 
make  them  more  false  than  they  are  * 

These  remoTals  may  have  been  made  purposely  to  in- 
crease Ezecative  power  and  patronage.  If  so,  a  bill  like 
that  of  1836  may  be  reported  to  correct  this  abuse.  If, 
then,  when  no  proscrii)tion  in  that  department  had  been 
felt  or  even  suspectedi  It  was  deemed  neeesMty  to  pre- 
vent even  the  poiribility  of  post  office  patronage,  bow 
much  more  is  it  now  necessary  to  interpose,  when  every 
one  opposed  or  even  suspected  is  swept  off  as  with  a 
whirlwind?  Then  no  post  office  patronage  had  been  felt; 
even  jealousy  had  scarcely  imagined  it.  Then  the  Post- 
master General  had  not  subscribed  to  the  proscription  sys- 
tem. The  hte  Postmaster  General  bad  never  deemed  it 
ccmsistent  with  his  official  duty  to  require  a  political  creed 
as  a  qoaMcation  for  office.  His  inquiries  were,  "is  he 
honest,  capable,  and  bithftd  to  the  constitution?"  Adams 
or  Jackson  were  no  questions  with  him;  and  had  it  not 
been  for  this  his  Roman  virtue,  he  would  still  have  been 
retained — the  managers  had  need  of  his  character  and  in- 
fluence, but  Ihey  were  afi*aid  of  his  integrity.  To  keep 
him,  they  made  his  department  a  constituent  part  of  the 
cabinet,  that  his  acts  may  be  under  its  control.  If  Ihe^ 
could  get  him  in  their  team,  they  miglit  use  him  to  their 
purpose.  But  Mr.  McLean  had  too  much  integrity  and 
independence  of  character  to  become  a  machine  to  execute 
a.  ^stem  which  he  abhorred;  he  was  not  proscribed,  but 
laid  on  the  political  shelf.  Removals  from  office  are  to  be 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  for  whose  protection 
and  safety  these  officers  are  established.  If  officers  who 
were  anworthy  should  have  been  retained,  ^e  error 
should  be  corrected;  if  officers  worthv  should  have  been 
displaced  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  others  less 
qualified  or  vicious,  why  should  not  this  miscliief  require 
a  remedy?  In  the  case  before  us,  it  may  be  that  the  re- 
movals in  the  Post  Office  Department  have  created  the 
embarrassment — that  there  are  embarrassments,  we  have 
no  reason  to  doubt. 

Would  it  not  be  well,  then,  to  inqiiiK  into  the  eauses, 
and,  if  these  unprecedented  remorus  riiould  have  been 
the  causes,  to  prescribe  a  remedy? 

It  is  most  certain  that  since  the  present  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral took  chaiwe  of  the  department,  its  movements  have 
been  retrograde. 

The  late  Postmaster  General,  Mr.  McLean, 

states  that,  in  1838,  the  funds  were,  -  #616,394 
That  the  bad  debU  or  unavailable  funds  were  284,389 


Liearinr  of  available  fbnds  at  Oie  disposal  of 

the  department,   333,105 

In"  November,  1829,  Mr.  Barry  has  reduced  — ■ '  ' 

these  funds  from  #€16,394  to  -       ■       .  541,680 
From  which  he  deducts  the  unavsil' 
able  funds  reported  by  his  prede- 
cessor,  $284^389 

He  then  deducU  fiirther  bad  debta 
which  he  pretends  to  have  disco- 
vered,   36.541 

—   310,830 


Leaving  a  balance  of,    -      -      -  $330,850 
He  then  endeavors  to  give  the  cause  of  this  diminution 
thus;  he  says  Mr.  McLean  reduced  this  fund  #101,356  03 
in  this  ww:  he  expended  #74,714  15,  and  the  residue, 
#26,541  88,  iflcomposedof  unavailable,  which  Mr.  Mclean 


rendered  as  available  fhnds.    Now,  were  it  true  that  Mr^ 
McLean  had  retiuced  the  funds  #7'^714  15,  and  had  cal.' 
culated  #36, 541  88  as  good,  which  aflerwarda  turned  out 
to  be  bad,  still  is  it  fair  to  charge  Mr.  McLean  with  an 
expenditure  of  #101,256  03  over  his  income?   But  Mr. 
Barry's  excess  of  expen^tuR  over  his  income  fVom  July, 
1839,  to  July,  1830.  IS        -         -         -  #83,000 
Add  to  this  tlie  sum  expended  bv  him  from  April  to 
July,  which  he  has  included  m  the  #74,714  15, 
charged  to  Mr.  McLean's adnunistration,  32,000 
Add,  moreover,  as  in  tiie  general  appropriation 
bill.   60,640 

And  you  will  find  that  in  the  first  five  quarters  of 
Mr.  Barry's  administration,  be  has  expended 
over  and  above  the  income,  •  174^640 

Hiis  is  not  all.  Under  the  act  of  VUy,  1838,  tliere 
were  established  two  hundred  and  thirty  Mlditiotud  post 
routes,  at  an  expense,  probably,  of  #40,000.  More  tniui 
half  of  this  expense  was,  probably,  incurred  by  Mr. 
McLean.  These  routes  went  into  operation  in  January. 
1839,  and  the  profits  of  the  first  quarter  did  not  fall  due 
until  April,  and  were,  consequenuy,  not  paid  in  to  Mr. 
McLean,  but  to  Mr.  Barr^.  He  admits,  mso.  that  the  in- 
come fi-om  the  office  has  increased  in  the  last  year  about 
#150,000.  Now,  the  appropriation  bill  of  the  first  year 
of  Mr.  BarT>'  paid  him  about  #10,000  more  than  it  did  in 
the  last  year  of  Mr.  McLean;  and  with  all  these  fiicilities, 
how  does  it  happen  tliat  Mr.  Barry  has  consumed,  in  five 
quarter^  #114,(>D0of  the  Post  Office  fiinds  over  and  above 
the  income,  received  upwards  of  #10,000  fVom  the  gene- 
ral appropriation  bill  above  the  fimner  year,  the  avuls  of 
the  wliole  first  quarter  of  the  new  routes  established  in 
May,  1838,  #150,000  of  additional  revenue,  and  yet  that 
the  available  funds,  which,  in  1838,  were  #332,000,  should, 
in  1830,  be  down  to  #148,000?  Should  we  this  year  ap- 
propriate no  more  than  the  #60,640,  (the  appropriation 
of  the  last,)  and  tiie  draft  upon  the  surplus  fund  should 
be  no  grater  than  for  the  year  1830,  #83,000,  the  expen- 
diture for  1831  would  consume  the  whole  amount  of  this 
surplus  fund,  and  the  department  will  be  literally  bank- 
rupt. That  is,  for  the  first  time  since  its  establishment, 
it  will  fail  to  support  itself. 

Now,  this  aspect  of  affairs  may  be  erroneous,  but  I  can 
see  no  error.  It  presents  at  least  a  subject  of  inquiry. 
We  would  examine  if  these  things  are  so!  and,  if  they 
are,  whether  the  changes  of  the  officers  may  not  have 
produced  this  effect.  If  Mr.  McLean  had  retained  six 
hundred  bad  officers,  so  bad  tliat  they  deserved  to  be  re- 
moved even  without  notice,  and  his  successor  had  substi- 
tuted as  many  fhitbful  men  in  their  stead,  it  would  scein  a 
little  strange  that  while  the  officers  were  becoming  better, 
the  office  was  growing  worse.  In  tlie  first  aspect  of  this 
affair,  it  would  seem  Uiat  in  these  exchanges  vehadrtude 
a  bad  bargain. 

The  kte  Postmaster  General  had  never  proscribed— 
and  never  inquired  of  the  party  feelings  of  an  officer  or  a 
candidate.  Yet,  it  is  beheved  that,  when  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  came  into  office,  a  derided  majority  of 
the  postmasters  were  in  his  fuvor.  I  do  not  ascribe  this 
majority  to  any  sinister  conduct  of  the  late  Postmaster 
General;  it  was  probably  because  it  was  the  settled 
plan  of  the  supporters  of  General  Jackson's  election, 
that  they  took  care,  and  were  on  the  alert,  to  recommend 
one  of  his  partisans  to  fill  e^-ery  vacant  office,  l^ike  an 
ekample  in  Mainei  In  the  coimty  of  York,  my  own  eoun- 

S,  there  were  thirty-one  postmasters— Jackson  twenty- 
ree,  Adams  eight.  One  would  have  supposed  that  the 
proportion  of  twenty-three  to  eight,  in  a  districtthatchose 
an  Adams  elector,  would  have  satisfied  the  most  insatiable 
and  vindictive  persecutor;  especially  as  the  remaining 
eight  were  offices  so  inwgnificant,  that  they  were  scarcely 
worth  holding,  and  most  of  them,  prob^l^y.  more  trotthle 
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than  profii  But  no!  the  knife  was  applied  even  here: 
three  of  these  have  been  removed,  two  resigned  *'  to  save 
the  trouble,"  and  one  rentwnst  and  of  the  remainini^  two 
I  am  not  certain.  Thus  we  see  in  a  single  congreasional 
diatrict,  the  whole  post  office  influence,  with  custom- 
house officers  and  all  others,  brou{^ht  to  bear  on  the 
freedom  of  election,  and  then  the  administration  will  boaat 
of  succesa!  An  armjr  of  officers  let  loose  to  dragoon  the 
people,  the  election  ig  carried,  and  then  you  stand  upon 
public  opinion.  Kow,  this  is  the  very  evil  that  the  inquiry 
IS  intended  to  remedy.  It  is  the  abuse  of  public  opiniont 
it  is  the  morbid  state  of  the  body  politic,  produced  by  this 
deleterious  influence  bv  a  subsidized  press  and  a  corrupt 
post  office,  which  we  aeprecate. 

In  New  |Iampahire  there  are  two  hundred  and  thirty< 
lix  poatmastersi  and  between  the  4tb  of  March,  1839, 
and  the  22d  March,  1830,  fbrty-fiTC  had  been  remoredi 
and  without  any  notice,  as  I  am  told,  of  the  least  com- 
plunt  against  them,  except  they  would  not  obey  your 
god,  nor  worship  the  image  which  ye  have  set  up.  It  is 
reported  to  me,  and  from  a  source  enlitled  to  full  credit, 
that  a  certain  distinguished  oflicer  of  the  palace,  upon 
whom  this  Senate  has  rince  stamped  its  veto,  presented  on 
one  monting  a  proscription  list  contMning  twenty-five, 
with  an  order  that  they  should  be  removed,  and,  without 
exanunation  or  scruple,  they  were  all  struck  from  the 
rolls  at  a  single  daah.  Sir,  it  is  said  that  the  chief  of  the 
Cyclops,  Polyphemiu^  would  be  satisfied  with  two  full 
pown  Greeks  for  his  supper,  including  flesh,  blood,  and 
boneai  but  your  Postmaster- General  must,  to  satisfy  his 
maw,  devour  twenty-five  Yankees  at  a  breakfast!  Only 
think!  Inntiable!  unconscionable  I  Twenty-five  full 
blooded  New  Hamplture  Yankees  at  a  single  meal !  Such 
a  monster  can  scarcely  be  found  even  in  tiie  rcgiona  of 
fiction;  byt  this  is  a  horrid  reality. 

But  every  thing  is  done  now  upon  "  high  re^onsi- 
bili^."  This  panoply  of  oppression  and  fraud  is  to  shield 
the  subordinate  officers  as  well  as  the  President  Every 
petty  tyrant  is  to  cover  his  crimes  by  this  xgis.  No,  «r, 
the  truth  must  be  that  neither  the  President  nor  his  mi- 
nions can  give  atqr  good  reason  for  these  corrupt  and  cor* 
rupting  measures,  and  they,  therefore,  have  to  retort  to 
wlence  as  their  only  defence  against  an  iiwiignant  and  in- 
tuited people.  They  know,  and  every  one  hero  knows, 
that  the  removalt  have  been  chiefly  made  to  provide  for 
partisans,  and  they  are  ashamed  to  acknowledge  it.  Sir, 
it  must  be  soj  for  what  rational  man  would  not  even  volun- 
teer his  reasons,  where  bis  motives  were  just  and  honora- 
ble? A  gentleman  was  waked  in  tiic  night  by  some  one 
in  his  cellar  tteaUng  hit  meatt  he  jumped  out  of  bed,  and 
went  and  opened  hia  cellar  door.  It  was  all  dark:  he 
listenedi  all  was  still  as  death.  '<  Who  is  there?"  he  in- 
quired. No  answer.  "What  are  you  doing  in  my  cel- 
lar?" Not  a  word.  "  Why  don't  you  speak?"  "  Why, 
faith,  sir,"  replied  the  other,  "  it  is  because  I  don't  know 
what  to  88V."  Now,  these  men  have  got  into  the  people's 
cellar,  and  are  making  dreadful  havoc  with  the  meat,  and 
they  won't  speak,  because  they  don't  know  what  to  say. 
Last  session  we  predicted  that  irretponnbiUw,  which  is 
the  le(pthnate  meaning  of  *'  hi^  responaibihty,"  would 
descend  to  the  subordinate  officert  of  the  Executive  de- 
partmentsf  Uiat  espionage  and  proscription  would  be 
pursued  with  a  corrupt  and  cruel  haiidt  and,  not  being  a 
subject  of  inquiry,  it  would  be  beyond  the  people's  reach, 
because  it  was  beyond  tlieir  means  of  knowledge.  You 
see,  tl^en,  the  principle  which  this  resolution  involves — 
a  principle  fit  only  fw  tyrants—a  rod  fit  only  for  slaves. 
Fast  thit  resolution,  and  you  make  proscription  a  tegid- 
mate  work.  Pass  this  resolution,  and  it  is  fair  to  infer 
that  each  petty  officer  of  the  President  will  become  a 
partisan  tyrant,  beyond  tlic  reach  of  the  representatives 
of  Uie  pe<^le,  and  answerable  to  no  human  tribunal. 

Whra  ambition  is  set  upon  itt  purpose,  the  end  is  always 


made  to  sanctify  the  meant.  When  Conatantinmle  was 
taken  by  the  Turks,  Irene,  a  beautiful  Grecian  lady,  of 
an  illustrious  family,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Mahomet  the 
Second,  then  in  the  prime  of  youth  and  glory.  His  sa- 
vage heart  was  subdued  by  her  charmsi  he  made  her  his 
wife,  and  secluded  himself  with  her,  denying  access  even 
to  his  ministers.  The  Boldiera,  accustomed  to  activity  and 
plunder,  began  to  murmur,  and  the  infection  soon  spread 
even  among  the  commanders.  The  Pacha  Mustapha  was 
the  first  to  acquaint  his  master  of  stories  told  publicly  to 
the  prejudice  of  his  glory.  The  tyrant,  after  an  awful 
pause,  formed  his  resdution:  he  oraered  Mustapha  to  as- 
semble the  army,  and  then  retired  to  Irene's  apartment. 
"Never  before,"  says  the  historian,  "did  that  princess 
appear  so  charming;  never  before  was  the  prince  so  ap- 
parently kind  and  u^tionate.**  He  orderea  her  maident 
to  dreas  her  in  the  most  splendid  and  costly  attire — led  her 
into  the  midst  of  the  arm^,  and,  taking  off  her  veil,  de- 
manded of  his  officers  if  they  bad  ever  beheld  such  a 
beauty?  Then  drawing  his  cimeter,  and  seizing  her  by 
her  locks,  he  severed  her  head  from  her  body  at  one 
stroke!  Then,  turning  to  liis  grandees,  with  eyes  wild 
and  furious,  with  the  gasping  head  in  one  hand,  and  tlie 
bloody  sword  in  the  oQier — *'  This  sword,"  he  exclaimed', 
"when  it  it  my  will,  knows  how  to  cut  the  bands  of  love!" 
Thus  does  a  mad  ambition  extingui^  all  the  tender  mn- 
pathies  vnA  endearing  charities  of  social  and  domestic  life. 
Your  sword  of  proscription,  regardless  of  them  alt,  is  now 
brandished,  reeking  witli  blowl.  The  charms  of  virtue, 
the  ties  of  friendship,  the  sufferings  of  revolutionary  pa- 
triotinn,  are  no  protection,  no  security  agunst  this  re- 
lentless monster,  proscription. 

And  rivals,  ur,  when  wey  can  agree  in  a  distribution  of 
power,  will  each  claim  to  be  allowed  his  proscription  list. 
The  triumvimte  agreed  to  divide  the  Roman  Empire,  and 
each  to  take  his  share — I  do  not  allude  to  the  first  trium- 
virate, composed  of  Julius  Cxsar,  Pompey,  and  Crassus: 
I  mean  the  last — Lepidus,  Mark  Antony,  and  Octavius.  It 
was  concluded  to  meet  on  an  island  in  the  Rhine  to  settle 
the  compact.  Each  was  to  be  protected  b^  a.  selected 
guard,  and  such  is  the  jealousy  of  rival  poUUciant,  tfaat^ 
in  this  case,  the  idand  must  first  be  searched,  to  ateerfun 
if  aattssint  were  lurUng  tlierei  next,  each  of  their  per^ 
sons  mutt  be  exanuned,  to  tee  if  there  watc  daggers 
concealed in|their  clothes.  Findisgall  safe  inthese  particu- 
lars, they  proceeded  to  divide  the  empire.  Both  Antony 
and  Octavius  considered  Lepidus  a  sort  of  dead  weight,  a 
millstone  about  their  neck;  and,  to  get  rid  of  him,  they 
Signed  him  tbe  West,  including  Spain,  where  the  Ro- 
man aiithori^  waa  very  precanous.  Mark  Antony's 
share  waa  the  N<Hlh,  inclwling  Gauli  and  Octaviut  took 
the  South,  including  Africa,  the  islands,  and  the  south  part 
of  Italy,  embracing  Rome. 

This  being  settled,  each  presented  his  proscription  list 
of  those  who  were  to  become  the  victims  of  this  very  dis- 
interested, patriotic  distribution  of  the  republic.  When 
Octavius  saw  Cicero,  hia  old  friend  and  preceptor,  stand 
at  the  tmd  of  Antony's  list,  his  youthful  heart  was  hor- 
ror struck,  and  he  vehemently  and  peremptorily  protested 
agiuntt  tbe  barbarous  deed.  But  all  woiira  not  dot  it  wis 
a  sine  qua  non,  and  ambition  at  last  yielded  to  the  demandt 
the  lists  were  all  confirmed,  and,  in  consequence,  there 
were  assassinated  in  one  night  three  hundred  Senators, 
and  two  thousand .  Roman  Knights!  Proscription  here  is 
not  yet  quite  so  bloody,  nor  do  I  know  that  each  of  any 
triumvirate  here  has  presented  his  list  In  looking  round 
us,  however,  it  would  not,  I  think,  require  a  very  fertile 
fimcy  to  find  an  analogy  to  this  triumvirate  to  which  I  have 
referred.  You  recwect  the  cataatrophe  theret  I  ezpreti 
no  wish  in  regard  to  tbe  result  here.  I  should  preferthat 
some  Brutus  should  be  found  to  succeed  against  the  whole 
coalition.  Jlut  if  not,  if  the  result  is  to  be  tbe  same,  and 
young  Octavius  it  to  tubdue  hit  rivals,  and  to  become  the 
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Aagustm,  1  should  rejoicci  at  least*  thst  the  temple  of 
Juias  \ns  to  be  shut. 

Sir,  when  this  resolution  was  offered,  I  was  Teading  the 
iDiportant  news  idiich  I  had  just 'received  of  the  revx)ht- 
tiofi  in  PoUtidt  and  was  exulting  in  the  glorious  CTent.  In 
ft  half  rererie,  my  mind  was  mniinating'  on  the  Ticiasitodes 
which  that  pJUnt  |ieople  had  experienced;  the  harbarooB 
and  deapotie  partition,  when  the  unfortunate  Stanislaus 
waa  compelled  by  the  Cazarina,  Maria  Theresa,  and  Fre- 
derick,  to  aurrender  tlie  beat  part  of  tiia  dominiona.  1 
dien  glanoed  on  more  modem  times,  when  anotlier  parti- 
tion bad  completed  the  catastrophe.  I  thought,  too,  of  « 
Koaciosko,  »  Falaakii  and  ft  PorHKtowdci.  In  ^ii  atate  of 
mind,  I  hcatd  read  ft  resolution  fironi  a  republican  Senator, 
going  to  estftbUsh  ft  principle  that  ft  subordinate  executive 
oflBcer  waa  not  to  answer  an  inquiry  into  his  official  con- 
duct. Tbe  contrast  was  so  impressive,  that,*I  confess,  a 
chill  struck  me  to  the  heart  When  all  Europe  is  alive  to 
jMpular  rig+its,  and  tlie  people  are  every  where  demand- 
ing a  surrender  or  restriction  of  Executive  power,  that 
not  only  we  the  people^  and  we  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  hufcwethe  Senate  of  the  United  States,  "most 
potent,  grave,  and  reverend  seignors,"  are  to  go  in  a  body 
and  surmtder  our  liberties^  and  those  of  onr  constituent^ 
not  merely  mi  the  foot  of  the  throne,  but  at  the  feet  of  a 
petty  Bubde  legate ! 

Mr.  Prendeiit,  it  is  in  vun  to  expect  a  full  exposition 
of  the  aAMrs  of  this  department — end  I  now  forewarn  my 
friend,  the  channum,  that  his  honest  zesl  will  be  disap. 
ponted.  1  have  seen  enough  already  toconvince  me  that 
a  full  and  fair  report  is  not  to  be  ha<l.  If  the  Postmaster 
Geaeral  asks  for  limits  to  the  investigalion,  his  friends  on 
the  committee  will  indulge  him,  and  eventually  he  will 
wcceed  where  he  wishes  m  shuttine  out  inquiry.  In  this, 
I  cast  no  impiitation  upon  any  of  the  committee  or  the 
Senate — the  effect  whi  ;h  I  predict  may  perhaps  arise  from 
an  honest,  tlkoiigti,  I  fear,  a  premature  confidence  in  the 
intelligence  and  fidelity  of  that  officer.  I  repeat,  a  full 
and  fair  reptirt  of  the  entire  management  of  this  depart- 
nent  is  not  to  be  expected  this  sesuon,  if  ever.  Witli- 
oat  the  inquiry  into  the  causes  df  removal,  it  u  tmpossi- 
ble. 

Sir,  I  have  done.  In  times  when  some  New  Kngland 
States  indicated  a  wish  to  nullify  the  acts  of  tlie  General 
Ooremment,  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Gnp^tDx] 
and  myself  took  sweet  counsel  together,  and  reprobated 
such  infatuation.  Now,  when  Gcor^in  itnd  South  Carolina 
are  (till  aM>re  inffttiiated,  he  abandoi^s  the  old  gi'ound. 
Would  that  this  were  all.  But  itieems  to  me  he  has  come 
to  this  absurdity — Independent  States  beyond  federal  con- 
trol, and  a  federal  executive  above  reaponsibirity !  "  Oh 
world,  thy  slippery  turns!" 

Mr.  GRUNDY  again  rose.  The  Senator  from  Maine, 
swd  Mr.  G.,  lias  thougl\t  proper,  in  his  concluding  re- 
marks, to  remind  me  of  our  ancient  association,  and  of 
that  period  when  we  struggled  together  in  behalf  of  our 
country.  It  re  true,  st,  there  wasatinie  when  that  Sena- 
tor and  my»e1f  held  full  political  communion  togc-ther, 
and  stood  side  by  side  Against  those  whom  we  considered 
hostile  to  the  interests  of  our  country.  But  these  limes 
have  passed  by.  Men  and  things  have  changed;  and, 
perhaps  no  two  men  now  stand  more  apart  and  farther 
separated  from  each  other.  This  wan  aimoimced  nt  llie 
last  session,  when,  in  the  presence  of  this  Senate,  a  aolenm 
dissolution  and  severance  of  our  political  connexion  took 
place.*    I  then  apprehended,  and  I  now  see  with  sorrow, 

'Thif  lias  allusion  to  the  following  extract  from  Mr. 
Grundy's  speech  on  Mr.  Foot's  resolution,  at  the  last  ses- 
rion: 

"  The  Senate  will  excuse  me  for  saying  a  few  words  in 
relation  to  the  partnersltip  made  up  by  the  Boston  paiwin, 
during  the  last  war,  and  now  added  to  by  the  gentleman 


thftt  his  scTuor  partner  has  acquired  an  entire  ascendency 
over  him^  and  by  this  means  1  account  for  many  things 
which  I  now  see  and  hear,  so  entirely  inconsistent  with 
that  gentleman's  fbmer  political  ooune.  Onr  teparatiaii 
must  be  perpMualt  and  I  can  only  now  look  back  ^th 
pride  and  pleasure  at  what  he  once  waa^  while  I  contem- 
plate with  pain  and  grief  what  he  now  is. 

Before  I  proceed  to  answer  the  ailments  of  gentle- 
men,  the  Senate  will  indulge  me  in  presenting  to  them  a 
true  account  of  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  a  right  under- 
Btandtng  of  the  conduct  of  its  present  prending  officer. 
The  charge  against  him  is,  that  m  the  last  fiscal  year,  end- 
ing 0ie  1st  July,  1830, 4ie  has  expended  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thounnd  dollars  more  than  has  been  expended  in  the 
same  time  at  any  former  period.  Thia  is  a  feet?  and  its 
existence  is  eagerly  seized,  and  presented  as  evidence  of 
a  profligate  waste  of  the  public  money.  If  the  fact  stood 
alone,  and  unaccompanied  by  any  explanation,  it  might  be 
entided  to  some  conMderationi  out  when  it  shall  be  seen 
that  this  expenditure  has  been  produced  by  contracts  not 
made  by  the  present  incumbent,  but  by  his  nredeceasor— 
contracts  not  improvidcntty  made,  but  mane  advantage- 
ously and  beneficiallv  for  the  country — when  it  shall  ap- 
pear that  portions  of  this  money^  have  been  expended  m 
increasing  mal  fecilities,  in  changing  horse  to  stage  routes, 
in  accelersting  the  mails  from  twice  and  three  times  a 
week  to  daily  maib^  through  the  great  arteries  of  the 
country,  ami  exten^ng  it  to  every  newly  created  scat  of 
Justice  fn  the  Uniont  and  when  it  sliall  also  appear  Uiat 
this  increased  expenditnre  has  been  accompanied  by  a 
corresponding  revenue  to.  the  department,  it  would  seem 
to  me  that  a  sense  of  justice  should  induce  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  to  niapoid,  at  least,  a  portion  of  their 
censure. 

The  report  which  the  committee  expect  from  'the  de- 
partment will  show  the  original  contracts,  and  the  in- 
creased labor  imposed  on  the  contractors,  and  the  addi- 
tional sums  agreed  to  be  given  by  the  department  for  the 
additional  duties  required:  and  it  is  a  fact  highly  credit- 
able to  the  Postmaster  General,  that  a  far  less  sum,  in  the 
aggregate,  is  now  allowed,  than  the  law  warranted  him 
in  givmg. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  show  to  the  Senate  a  history  of  the 
expenditure  complained  of.  For  the  year  ending  1st  July, 

from  Maine,  which  makes  it  to  connst  of  James  Madison, 
Felix  Grundy,  his  Satanic  Majesty,  and  John  Hohnes. 

"I  was  honored  too  much  when  my  name  was  inserted 
in  the  title  of  the  firm.  1  never  had,  nor  have  I  now, 
capital  or  capacity  for  basiness  sufficient  to  entitle  me  to 
«ich  distinction!  »nd,  therefore,  in  the  new  airanpmcnt 
about  to  be  made,  my  name  will  not  be  inserted,  either  in 
the  title  of  the  firm,  or  upon  the  sign-board.  Mr.  Madi- 
son has  become  old  and  ricnf  for  an  boneat  and  well-earned 
fame  is  a  politician's  wealth.  He  has  retired  from  busi- 
ness, and  Andrew  Jackson  has  taken  his  place;  the  busi- 
ness will,  hereafter,  be  conducted  under  the  name  and 
style  of  Andrew  Jackson  and  Company.  Of  this  firm  I 
will  be  an  humble  and  unnamed  partner.  The  gentleman 
from  Maine  will  not  asnst  in  conducting  the  business  of 
this  firm,  and  the  third  person  named  has  a  violent  antipa- 
thy to  'A.  Therefore,  the  best  thing  that  can  be  done,  is 
to  dissolve  the  partnership,  and  Kt  the  two  diameters  last 
named  establish  a  m  w  firm,  under  the  name  and  style  of 

 ,  [meaning  the  Devil  and  John  Holmes.]    In  making 

this  division,  greA  reliance  is  placed  on  the  tnany  excet. 
lent  qualities  and  superiative  virtues  of  the  gentlerran 
from  Maine,  which  will  enable  him  to  keep  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm  in  order,  should  he  prove  refmetory. 
To  thiti  dissohition  of  the  old  firm,  ami  the  establishment 
oTthe  two  new  ones,  I  call  all  these  Senators  to  bear  tes- 
mony." 
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1828,  the  expenditures  exceeded  the  reoeipti  f35»015  85. 
For  the  year  ending  Ist  July,  1829,  the  expenditurea  ex- 
ceeded the  receipts  $74,714  15.  And  thla  is  alleged  as 
cauae  of  accusatioi]  against  tbe  Postmaster  General.  Let 
it  be  recollected,  that  tlic  present  Postmaster  General 
came  into  office  on  the  6tli  day  of  April,  1839,  and  had 
made  no  contracts,  payments  for  which  could  have  iallen 
due  on  the  1st  July,  1839,  every  contract  having  been 
made  by  his  predecessor.  He  was  merely  fulfilling  prior 
enga^menta,  and  is  entitled  neither  to  censure  nor  praise 
for  the  effects  of  contracts  made  before  he  came  into  office. 
The  excess  of  expenditure  for  the  year  ending  on  1st  July, 
1830,  was  $83,124  85.  For  the  first  half  of  this  year,  the 
whole  transportation  of  the  mail  was  under  contracts  made 
by  Ja(\^e  McLeant  and  for  thelast  half  of  the  year,  three- 
fourths  of  tbe  preceding  contracts  continued,  the  western 
contncts  only  having  terminated.  It  should  be  noticed 
tliat  the  expenditures  fur  tlie  second  half  year  of  1839 
were  $948,o66  74i  and  the  receipts  in  the  same  period 
$892,827  60;  producing  an  excess  of  expenditures  for 
that  half  year  of  $55,5o9  14.  The  expenditures  for  the 
first  half  year  of  1830  were  $984^341  31|  the  receipts  for 
the  same  petiod  $957,755  50t  leaving  an  excess  for  tlie 
last  half  year  of  ^6,585  71;  and  it  appears  from  the  re- 
port at  the  commencement  of  the  present  sesuon,  that  the 
excess  of  this  last  half  year  was  actually  but  $17,019  16{ 
a  portion  of  the  current  expenditures  that  were  made  in 
the  preceding  year  having  been  entered  in  the  accounts 
of  the  firdt  huf^of  the  year  1830 — apparently  increasing 
the'excess  of  this  half  year  to  $36,585  71.  Thus  it  ap- 
pears*  that  in  tlie  first  half  year,  afier  the  contracts  of  tlie 
present  Postmaster  General  began  to  operate,  there  was 
a  great  saving  to  the  Government.  I  do  not  urge  this  as 
cause  of  censure  i^inst  the  predecessor  of  the  present 
incumbent  He  was  an  able  and  upright  officer^  he  made 
valuable  improvements  in  the  department;  and  it  is  no 
reflection  upon  him  to  say,  tliat  lus  improvements  have 
been  improved  upon,  and  tliat  others  have  originated  with 
tlie  present  head  of  tliat  department,  calculated  to  pro- 
duce much  public  benefit.  As  an  evidence  that  the  con- 
dition of  the  depMlment  has  improved  since  he  came  into 
office,  I  will  merely  state  the  fiict,  that  the  whole  amount 
ofposUges  from  the  1st  July,  1828,  to  the  1st  July,  1829, 
was  $1,707,418  42i  and  the'  amount  of  postages  from  the 
Ist  July,  1829,  to  the  1st  July,  1830,  is  $1,850,583  10, 
giving  ail  increase  in  the  first  year  of  $143,164  68.  This 
is  an  unprecedented  increase  of  revenue  in  the  liistory  of 
this  depurtment- 

Notwitlistandiiig  these  facts  are  known  and  exiiibitcd  to 
public  view,  and  to  tbe  inspection  of  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,  still  they  say  tliis  Executive  Department  is  go- 
ing to  ruin.  FacU  appear  to  have  no  effect  on  their  mindsj 
arithmetical  demonstration  produces  no  conviction,  so  de- 
termined  do  they  seem  oneffL-cting  the  destruction  of  tliis 
officer.  Tlui  investigation  has  produced  a  very  different 
impression  on  my  mind.  I  viewed  the  present  Postmaater 
General  chiefly  as  a  man  of  general  talents,  an  able  and 
eloquent  advocate^  but  I  now  perceive  him  to  be  the 
practical  man — the  able  man  of  business — capable  of 
grasping,  with  ease,  the  vast  system,  and  comprehending 
the  intricate  machinery  of  this  department,  and  of  direct- 
ing its  energies  to  tlie  greatest  benefit  of  the  country. 

There  is  now  of  available  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the 
department  the  sum  of  $143,724  22.  As  a  further  evi- 
dence of  the  increaring  prosperity  of  tliis  department,  1 
will  read  from  the  report  accompanying  the  Prewlent's 
message,  so  much  as  will  show  some  of  the  in4)rovements 
which  have  been  made  by  the  present  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral: 

"  Between  the  1st  of  July,  1829,  and  the  Lit  of  July, 
1830,  the  transportation  of  the  mail  was  increased,  in  stages, 
equal  to  755,767  milesayeart  on  horseback  and  insul-, 
kiea,  67,104  mites  a  year)  making  an  anmul  increase  of 


transportation,  equal  to  612,871  inilc»  a  year,  beyond  the 
amount  of  any  former  period."  » 

The  annuu  transportation  of  the  mul  on  the  1st  of  July 
last,  was  about  9,531,577  miles  in  stages*  and  tlie  whole 
yearly  transportation  in  coaches,  steamboats,  sulkies,  and 
on  horseback,  amounted  at  that  period  to  about  14,500,000 
miles. 

The  existing  contracts  for  transporting  the  mail  in  the 
Sotithem  division,  embracing  the  States  trf"  Virpna,  NiMth 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  -  Geot^pa,  and  the  Territoty  of 
Florida,  will  expire  with  the  current  year.  In  the  renewal 
of  these  contracts,  provinon  has  been  made  for  extending 
sta^  accommodations  over  1502  miles  of  postronds,  on 
winch  the  mail  has  hitherto  been  carried  on  horses  onljr, 
or  in  sulkies,  and  on  which  the  annual  transportation  in 
stages  will,  fnm,  tlie  1st  of  January  next,  anunint  to 
278,656  miles.  The  fre<}uency  of  trips  will  also  be  in- 
creased on  894  miles  of  existing  stage  routes,  to  the  annual 
increase  of  138,358  miles}  making,  together,  an  increase 
of  stage  transportation  of  the  mail,  from  the  1st  of  January 
next,  of  417,014  miles  a  year. 

Provision  is  also  made  for  the  more  frequent  tnmsporta- 
tion  of  the  mail  on  different  routes,  as  fellows: 

Increase  of  trips  on  horse  routes,  31,834  miles  a  yeart 
increase  of  trips  on  existing  routes  changed  from  horse  to 
stage  routes,  118,456  miles  Syeart  increase  of  trip*  on 
stage  routes,  138,358  miles  a  year;  making,  together,  a 
total  int^rease  of  288,628  miles  of  transportation  of  mails 
in  a  year,  beyond  the  amount  of  present  transportatioit 
in  that  division,  bendea  the  improvement  of  substituting 
stages  for  horse  transportation. 

Among  these  improvements  are  indudeda  line  of  stages 
from  Edenton  to  Washington',  North  Carolinai  from  New- 
hem  to  Wilmington,  Nortli  Carolina;  a  steamboat  line  from 
Wilmington  to  SmithviUe;  and  a  line  of  st^;esfrom  Smith- 
ville.  North  Carolina,  to  Georgetown,  South  Carolinat  all  of 
which  are  to  run  twice  a  week  each  way.  These  ar-» 
rangements  will  complete  the  regular  communication,  by 
steamboats  and  stages,  between  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and 
Charleston,  South  Carolina!  along  the  seaboard,  by  way 
of  Norfolk,  Virginia,  Elizabeth  City,  Edenton,  Wuhtng^ 
ton,  Newbem,  Wiln^ngton,  and  Smithville,  North  Caro- 
lina, and  Georgetown,  South  Carolina;  an  accomtnoda- 
tion  desired  alike  by  the  public  and  tlie  department. 

Provision  is  also  made  for  expediting  the  mail  on  many 
important  routes;  among  which  is  the  whole  route  be- 
tween this  plac,e  and  Fort  Mitchell,  via  Hicliroond,  Vir- 
ginia, Raleigh,  Nortli  Carolina,  Columbia,  South  Carolina, 
and  Hilledgevillc,  Georgia;  which  .line  will  be  travened 
in  two  days  less  time  tlian  at  presentt  BO  that  the  mail  will 
run  from  this  city  to  New  Orleans  in  thirteen  di^  after 
tlie  Ist  of  January  next. 

Allowing  the  average  expense  of  transportation,  by 
horse  or  sulky,  to  be  five  cents  per  mile,  ana  by  stages  to 
be  thirteen  cents  per  mile,  which  is  about  the  mean  rate 
paid  in  the  Southern  division,  the  value  of  these  improve- 
menta»  excluuve  of  the  value  of  increased  expeditiinti  will 
be  as  follows: 

Annual  amount  of  transportation  changed 
from  horses  to  stages,  278,656  miles,  at  8 
cento  per  mile,  (the  mean  dilTerence,)   -     32,393  48 

To  be  added  for  increased  number  of  trips 
on  tbe  same,  amounting,  annually,  to 
118,456  miles,  at  5  cenU  pet  mile,  5,933  80 

Increased  number  of  trips  on  former  stage 
routes,  amounting,  annually,  to  138,358 
miles,  at  13  cents  per  mile,        -         -     17,985  54 

Increased  number  of  trips  on  horse  and  sulky 
routes,  amounting,  annually,  to  31,834 
miles.  At  5  cents  per  mile,         -         -       1,591  30 


Making  tlic  total  annual  value  of  tlie  im- 


provements, 


-    $47,793  OS 
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The  eontncts  hare  been  made  -  fbr  the  eii«iing  foor 
years  from  tbe  first  of  January  next,  including  all  theoe 
unprorements,  at  a  ttim  leas  than  the  amount  now  paid  for 
transporting-  the  mails  in  that  dtTition,  bv  35,047  87 
To  tliia  sum  add  the  estimated  ndue  of  the 

impnyranenti,     before  stated,  47,793  03 


And  the  aebud  sani^  to  the  department  in 
the  renewing  oftbecontnu^ts,  will  amonnt, 
annually,  to  -  -  .  .  72.840  89 
Besides  the  very  conndenble  amount  gained  in  the  in- 
creased expedition  of  the  mailt  on  many  routes  of  great 
interest  (o  the  cotnmuni^^  the  value  of  which  cannot  be 
well  estimated. 

Id  this  saving  in  the  expense  of  the  contracts,  and  thi 
additional  revenue  which  may  be  an^Jcipated  from  the  im- 
provements they  secure,  togetlier  with  the  general  increase 
of  postages,  which  is  still  progressive.  Till  be  seen  a  foun- 
dation for  the  belief  which  h&s  been  expressed,  that  the 
current  revenue  of  {the  department  for  the  suCceetUng  year 
will  be  BitfEcicnt  for  its  disbursements. 

I  have  thus  shown  to  the  Senate  the  condition  of  the  fis- 
cal concerns  Of  thn  department,  and  the  improvements 
wluch  have4>een  made  in  the  tranj^ortation  of  the  mail. 

I  now  approa^  a  subject  more  intimately  connected 
with  the  inquiry  before  the  Senate.  The  removals  of  post- 
mssters,  called  by  the  gentieioan  from  Maine  "proscrip- 
tion," a  w(»d  whicli,  from  long  habit  and  frequent  use, 
he  pronounces  better  than  any  man  in  this  nation.  There 
are  about  eight  thousand  five  hundred  postmasters  in  the 
United  States;  snd,  since  this  administration  came  into 
power,  which  has  been  near  two  years,  about  five  hundred 
have  been  removed.  Let  us  now  see  whether  there  be 
not  Onquestionable-tUHises  of  removal,  which  may  properily 
have  produced  as  great  a  result  as  this.  If  a  postmaster 
should  commit  any  depredation  on  the  mail,  he  surely 
ougfit  to  be  removed,  although  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
should  exclaim  "proscription."  Should  a  postmaster 
violate  the  secrecy  of  correspondence,  which  some  men 
have  done,  the  Postmaster  General  ought  not  to  be  deter- 
red from  removinfT  htm  by  the  crj-  of  "proscription." 
The  same  fate  should  await  all  delinqtients  in  paying  their 
dues;  likewise  those  who  fail  to  render  their  accounts,  or 
who  ^use  the  franking  privileget  >nd  if,  for  any  of  these 
causes,  removals  take  place,  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
entertains  the  Senate  with  his  "proscription."  Fraudu- 
lent exactions  of  postage — concealing  or  detaining  letters, 
newspi^rs,  or  pampnleta — constitute  just  causes  of  re- 
ntovflJi  and  if  they  are  made,  we  bear  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  cry  out  ''proscription!"  Habits  of  intemperance 
Asqualify  antan  for  the  office  of  postmastert  and,  altbougli 
temperance  societies  have  done  mucli  in  removing  this 
destroyer  of  the  human  race  from  our  land,  I  would  still 
ask,  if  there  be  no  drunkards  in  Maine  ^  And  should  I  be 
ansu'ercd,  that  these  worthy  societies  have  entirely  suc- 
ceeded ill  the  East,  we  are  not  quite  so  fortunate  m  the 
West,  althou^  they  have  made  prominng  and  successful 
progress.  Still  this  vice  in  some  degree  prevails;  and 
should  a  postmaster  be  seen  staggering  and  reeling  to  his 
office,  so  blind  tltat  he  could  not  see  a  letter^  and  he  should 
be  removed,  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  unconsciously  and 
from  habit,  would  cry  out  "proscription."  Insulting  or 
umccommodatiiig  deportment  to  persons  having  business 
at  the  ofHce — habitual  carolessness  and  inattention  to  the 
duties  of  tbe  station,  constitute  just  cause  of  removali  in- 
competency— refuMng  to  comply  with  the  standing  regula- 
tions of  thedepartmeni— employing  assistants  of  bad  charac- 
ter— the  commission  of  crimes — a  dissolute  course  of  life — 
such  conduct  as  is  calculated  to  destroy  public  confidence 
in  tlie  office,  these  are  juat  causes  of  removal;  and  if  a 
postmaster  be  removed  for  any  of  thesf,  another  victim  is 
added  to  the  gentleman's  "proscription."  The  remote 
residence  of  the  postmaster  from  the  office — ^the  refusal 
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to  give  new  bonds  when  required — bdng  engwed  in  pur- 
suits of  a  disqualifj^ng  character;  such  as  wm  cause  long 
periods  of  absence  from  the  office — having  too  considera- 
ble a  correspondence  for  the  postage  to  be  withdrawn  from 
the  revenue — being  concerned  in  a  mail  contract-^the  in- 
convenient location  of  the  office — all  these  render  remov- 
als propert  and  yet  tbe  present  Postmaster  General  can- 
not act  upon  such  cases  as  these  without  hearing  tlie  poli- 
tical clamor  of  "proscription!"  And  men  should,  in  some 
instances,  be  removed  to  obt»n  the  services  of  tliose  bet- 
ter qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  appointment. 
It  has  happened  under  every  administration;  it  has  hap- 
pened under  this,  and  will  occur  under  every  succeeding 
one,  that  from  misrepresentation  some  improper  rcmovaw 
and  apptnntmenta  wul  take  place.  Taking  into  view  ah 
these  causes  whichlhave  enumerated,  is  it  not  rather  mat- 
ter of  wonder,  tliat,  in  the  course  of  nearly  two  yean,  but 
a  few  more  than  five  hundred  out  of  eight  thousand  five 
hundred  have  been  removed.  My  apprchennon  in,  that 
even  yst  there  remain  among  the  subordinate  agents  of 
this  department  some  men  unworthy  of  their  places.  X 
confidently^  hope  that  the  present  Postmaster  General  will 
go  on,  until  none  shall  be  continued  in  the  employment  of 
the  department,  but  men  of  worth  and  mtegnty,  and  that 
be  will  not  be  deterred  from  bis  duty  by  tbe  ciy  of  "  pro- 
scription.'^ 

The  power  of  appointing  his  deputies,  is  ^ven  by  law 
to  tlw  Postmaster  General  solely.  What  rirat  of  super- 
vision has  the  Senate  over  his  discretion  in  tnese  matters? 
If  they  have  any,  it  must  result  from  the  claim  that  the 
fiinctions  of  tlie  Executive  are  to  be  performed  in  suborw 
dination  to  this  body.  This  is  neitlter  in  accordance  with 
tbe  theory,  the  practice,  nor  the  principles  of  tlie  consti- 
tution of  this  Government. 

I  will  now  show  to  the  Senate  some  of  the  effects  of  this 
"proscription,"  which,  in  the  poetical  language  of  the 
gentleman  ftom  Maine,  "makes  the  land  turn  pale."  It 
will  be  recollected  that,  on  the  1st  May,  1839,  the  post- 
master in  this  city  was  removed,  and  Dr.  Jones — who  is 
no  Hida^  at  whMc  touch  every  thing  turns  to  gold— was 
appointed  bis  successor.  According  to  the  report  on  my 
table,  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  ofHce,  immediately  preced, 
ing  this  change,  for  one  year,  was  (2,803  25,  and  in  the 
first  year  under  Or.  Jones's  management,  the  nett  proceeds 
amounted  to  $7,943  11  producing  a  clear  gain  in  one  year 
of  $5,129  86.  Yes,  sirj  this  single  post  office,  under  the 
present  administration,  without  tne  aid  of  additional  com- 
merce, or  any  unusual  assemblage  of  citizens^  has  produc- 
ed a  profit  in  one  year  to  the  Goremment,  of  tbe  sum 
wliich  I  have  quoted,  and  this  is  "proscription.*'  I  call 
it  reform — call  it  by  what  name  you  may,  it  has  produced 
results  beneficial  ttf  the  country  t  and  the  profits,  since  tbe 
year  which  I  have  mentioned,  have  shown  that  the  Increase 
is  not  of  a  temporary  character. 

Another  effect  produced  by  what  the  gentleman  calls 
"proscription,"  may  be  exhibited.  There  are  not  hslf 
80  many  new  cases  of  delinquent  postmasters  as  at  fininer 
periods;  there  is  a  reduction  of  the  number  of  delinquen- 
cies since  the  first  of  January,  1825,  of  more  than  one-half; 
and  this  reduction  has  been  sensiiily  experienced  within 
ttie  last  year.  This  must  be  owing  to  some  adequate  cause. 
I  know  of  no  other  to  which  H  can  be  ascribed,  but  the 
terrorof  "proscription,"  which  teaches,  that  for  failures 
in  the  disctmge  of  their  duty,  they  will  be  removed  fWm 
office.  When  I  see  such  effects  produced,  1  slial]  not  be 
dismayed  by  the  term  proscription for  my  country  pro- 
fits, though  the  incumbent  lose  his  pUce<  We  ahidl  hear 
no  mure  of  such  losses  as  $10,000  m  a  nngte  post  ofSce, 
as  in  the  ease  of  Fowler. 

A  charge  has  been  exhibited  in  the  committee  against 
the  Postmaster  General  of  indebtedness  to  the  Govern- 
ment; ami  Abraham  Bradley,  tlie  dismissed  assistant  Post- 
master General,  has  been  examined  to  siipport  tbiuhaige. 
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A)thoo|;h  hit  tcrtimony  doea  not  tend  to  estmblish  tlie  fuel 
fitr  which  the  witness  was  introduced,  it  develops  some 
bctg  of  ft  highly  interesting  cbsracter  to  the  community. 
I  have  the  minutefl  of  his  deposition  before  me,  subject  to 
tlie  inspection  of  every  nicmbcr,  and  I  beg  the  attention  of 
tlie  Senate  while  I  relate  the  substance  of  it  upon  tliis  point. 

He  states  that,  many  years  d.^o,  John  Fowler,  of  Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky,  was  appt>inlcd  poftmaiter  at  that  place; 
that  he  gave  bond,  with  James  Morrison  and  others  as  his 
Mreties;  that,  he  became  a  delinquent  to  a  very  lai^ 
amount,  and  then  gii\'e  a  new  bond,  with  W.T.  Barry  and 
Ave  others  as  his  suretiest  that  aAer  the  execution  of  the 
new  bond,  he  paid  up  regiitarly,  or  nearly  so,  what  fell 
due  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
all  that  was  due  from  the  time  the  new  bond  was  execut- 
ed, until  he  was  removed  rrom  office.  I  will  here  remark, 
tliat  I  am  authorized  to  say,  by  a  respectable  man  now  in 
the  ci^,  that  Hr.  Fowler,  long  befure  the  surrender  of 
the  old  bond,  of  which  I  shall  presently  speak,  aiid  before 
the  department  had  applied  the  payments  to  either  bond, 
directed  the  Postmaster  General,  Mr.  Meigs,  to  apply  all 
the  payments  made  after  the  execution  of  the  new  bond, 
to  the  new  account  of  his  receipts. 

Mr.  Bradley  further  states,  in  his  deposition,  that  there 
was  no  credit  given  on  the  old  bond — that  there  was  no 
•ppUcatton  of  the  payments  made  to  either  bond,  in  any 
or  the  books  of  the  departmcnt^that  thero  wu  nothing 
but  a  general  account  current  between  Hr.  Fowler  and 
the  department,  in  the  books  of  the  office — that  the  old 
bond  was  delivered  up  to  James  Morrison,  after  a  sufficient 
Hun>  had  been  paid,  subscjuent  to  the  execution  of  the 
new  bond,  to  satisfy  the  ^mount  due  under  the  old  one, 
and  tliis  was  done  williout  the  knowledge  of  the  sureties 
in  the  new  bond,  Mr.  Bradley  does  not  expressly  state 
whether  the  then  Postmaster  General  directed  the  surren- 
der of  the  old  bond  or  notj  but  it  is  due  to  the  memory  of 
Mr.  Meigs  to  state  that  he  was  a  correct  and  honest  man, 
and  that  there  are  letters  of  his  still  in  existence,  in  wluch 
he  stated  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  bond  was  abstracted  from  the  office.  It  does  not  con- 
cern tlie  present  question  to  decide  by  whom  this  bond 
was  surrendered.  The  great  and  important  fact  is  esta- 
hliibed,  that  the  bond  was  surrendered  by  the  department 
to  one  of  the  sureties  in  it.  Such  are  the  acts  which  nuke 
a  "land  turn  pale."  Here  is  an  official  bond— not  secur- 
ing alone  to  the  Government  what  might  be  due  upon  it, 
but  also  the  good  behavior,  for  the  time  of  service,  of  the 
postmaster,  and  constituting  the  security  to  which  any 
party,  injured  by  his  misconduct  in  office,  was  to  look  for 
indemnity — surrendered  up.  And  this  has  been  done  con- 
trary to  law,  and  the  uniform  usage  of  the  office.  But 
one  case  besides  this  had  occurred  during  thethirty  years* 
continuance  of  the  witness  in  that  office.  Why  was  the 
surrender  of  thia  bond  applied  (or  by  Major  Morrison? 
Certainly  becauae  he  was  afmid  of  his  legal  liability  under 
it.  Why  was  it  surrendered?  It  must  be  because  tlie 
person  surrendering  it  was  willing  to  release  Major  Mor- 
rison, with  a  view  of  throwing  the  delinquency  w)iich  had 
occurred  prior  (o  the  execution  of  the  new  bond,  upon  its 
sureties.  The  effect  produced  by  the  aurrender  of  the 
old  bond,  we  can  ail  see.  The  department  has  lost  ten 
thousand  dollars.  Major  Morrison  lived  and  died  a  weal- 
thy man,  able  to  discharge  all  his  pecuniary  responsibili- 
ties. Many  years  since,  Major  Barry  and  others  were  sued 
on  this  bonoi  the  court  decided  that  the  bond  had  no  legvl 
obli^tory  force;  a  new  trial  was  granted,  and  the  suit  was 
dinniiBed.  This,  it  is  admitted,  constitutes  no  legal  bar 
to  the  commencement  of  a  new  action]  but  the  fact  that 
the  late  Postmaster  General  did  notcommenee  suit  during 
his  continuance  in  office,  which  was  several  years  affcr  the 
dismissal  of  the  first  suit,  furnishes  a  strong  argument 
against  the  validly  of  tlie  claim,  from  the  opinion  of  the 
dcpirtBMiit  itself  when  it  wai  under  the  management 


an  individual  of  high  legal  attMnments,  whose  interest  in 
the  subjei^  if  he  had  any,  was  <mly  to  collect  the  debt  due 
to  hii  department.  Upon  the  facts  thus  stated,  who  can 
pronounce  the  present  Postmaster  General  a  debtor  to  the 
Government? 

lam  aware  of  the  Ic^l  dotrine  which  may  be  urged 
on  the  other  side;  whicli  is,  that  if  one  individual  be 
indebted  to  another  upon  two  bonds,  and  payments  foe 
made  by  the  debtor  to  the  creditor,  witliout  any  direction 
on  the  part  of  the  debtor,  to  which  bond  the  payment 
should  be  applied,  the  creditor  may  elect  to  which  he  will 
give  the  credit.  Tliis  is  admitted  to  be  the  law,  where  no 
other  individuals  are  interested  than  the  debtor  and  credi- 
tor; but  I  shoidd  very  much  doubt  whether  a  court  and 
jury  could  be  found  in  this  country,  when  the  question 
was  between  difTercnt  sets  of  sureties,  who  would  permit 
the  delinquency  which  had  accrued  during  the  liability  of 
one  to  be  thrown  upon  others  subsequently  eiren,  when 
no  kind  of  delinquency  had  occurred  during  the  last  obli- 
Ration.  In  the  case  of  public  officers,  this  would  be  par- 
ticularly unjiisti  the  legal  effect  of  the  condition  of  the  last 
bond  was,  that  Fowler  should  pay  punctually,  at  the  end 
of  every  quarter,  the  public  money  received  by  him  in  the 
preceding  quarter:  this  he  had  done,  and  the  condition 
was  complied  with.  Can  it  be  believed  that,  in  this  state 
of  things,  a  court  would  be  warranted  in  giving  ju^;ment 
against  the  new  sureties  lor  the  delinquency  which  accru- 
ed prior  to  the  execution  of  tlie  new  bond;  more  especially 
as  it  can  be  shown  that  Fowler  directed  the  application 
of  the  payments  to  the  new  bond,  and  tliis  long  before  the 
department  had  applied  the  money  to  either?  -  I  had 
thought,  sir,  the  judiciary  of  the  country  to  be  the  proper 
tribunal  before  which  to  try  a  question  of  indebtedness. 
Hie  Government  has  sought  to  render  Mi^or  Bany  liable 
before  that  tribunal,  and  the  suit  fwled.  From  the  facts 
ROW  disclosed,  italways  mustftil.  Although  the  Govrm- 
menl,  by  its  acquiescence,  seems  to  have  abandoned  the 
claim,  and  this  long  before  the  present  administratian  came 
into  power,  yet,  for  party  purposes,  and  to  gratify  the 
feelings  of  a  dismissed  officer,  Mr.  Barry  is  to  be  denounc- 
ed as  a  defaulter,  and  unworthy  of  public  confidence. 
Whenever  it  sliall  be  riiown  that  Major  Barry,  the  present 
Postmaster  General,  or  eixha  of  tiie  As^atants,  Colonel 
Gardner  or  Major  Hobbie,  shall  have  surrendered  the  of^ 
ficial  bonds  of  postmasters,  I  will  not  stand  here  as  their 
defender.  No,  sir;  the  clerk  of  a  court  who  should  sur- 
render an  insolvent  marshal's  or  sherifTs  bond,  for  the 
purpose  of  favoring  and  releasing  the  sureties,  would  stand 
in  a  light  equally  mvorable  with  me.  Such  conduct,  prac- 
tised by  whom  it  may  be.  Is  a  \uf^  misdemeanor,  and  me- 
rits expulsion  from  office. 

Mr.Premdent:  When  men  set  out  reserved  tofind  ftult. 
they  seldom  permit  themselves  to  he  disappointed.  If 
facts  fail,  imagination  supplies  tlicir  pUce.  1  cannot,  in 
any  other  way,  account  for  the  censure  thrown  by  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Delaware  and  Maine  on  the  Postmaster 
General,  for  not  having  answered  the  interrogatories  trans- 
mitted by  the  committee  to  the  department  in  December 
last.  The  Senate  will  recollect  what  was  said  by  tliose 
gentlemen  on  that  subject;  but  did  any  Senator  suppose 
from  what  they  said,  that  at  that  moment  they  had  in  ibrir 
possession  a  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  which 
^vcstlie  most  satisfactory  reasons  for  tlie  delay,  and  which 
letter  had  been  in  the  possesion  of  the  chairman  for  seve- 
ral days?  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  reading  that  letter  to 
the  Senate,  tliat  they  may  jadge  whether  the  Postmaster 
General  be  culpable,  or  the  complaint  of  the  gentlemen  be 
without  cause. 

Mr.  GacKDT  here  read  as  follows: 

"  Post  Oppick  Depabtxext,  Jan.  31,  1631. 

*<Sis:  I  hM-e  the*  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letters  of  the  18th  and<if  the  S7tb  instuL 
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Ffi.  r,  1831.] 


Post  Offiet  InvatigaHon. 


"The  prepantion  of  the  itetements  neeessmry  to  a  re- 
ply to  the  uiterrontories  formerly  mbmitted  Iqr  the  com- 
mittee, wu  immraiately  commencedi  and  has  been  unin- 
terruptedJ/  prosecuted  by  the  department.  It  has  re- 
qttired  not  only  the  application  of  all  the  dispotable  force 
of  the  department,  delaying  aorae  of  its  important  current 
business,  but  has  employed  unremitting-ly  several  addi- 
tional clerks.  When  the  work  is  completed,  it  will  be 
forthvith  aubmitted  to  the  committee. 

**Iam,  sir,  respectfully,  &c. 

"W.  T.  BARKY. 

"Hon  Mr.  Ci.ArTOT,_Chairman,  8cc." 

This  letter  tella  the  ^ntlemen  why  the  interrogatories 
sent  by  tlie  committee  have  not  been  answered,  and  still 
they  ur^e  that  this  officer  has  not,  in  this  particuUr,  done 
his  duty,  lie  has  also  been  censtired  for  not  making  liis  re 
port  in  (Aetlience  to  the  call  made  bjr  the  gentlbman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Burxkt.]  On  this  mommg  ve  have  received 
tiut  report,  containing  upwards  of 6,000  pages;  and  surely, 
after  gentlemen  have  heard  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
Postmaster  General  for  the  delay,  their  lips  will  be  sealed 
upnn  this  subject. 

The  gentleman  from  Maine  has  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  objection  involved  in  this  resolution  did  not  come  from 
the  Vostmaster  General;  but  admonishes  us  that  the  pub- 
lic will  say  that  it  came  from  that  qnsrtcr.  I  cannot  tell 
what  the  people  in  Mune  may  be  taught  to  say  on  this 
nibjeet.  I  shall  say  to  the  people  of  I'ennessee,  that  I 
made  this  objection  upon  my  own  jud^r'™"'^  and  responsi- 
bility; and  to  prevent  him  from  fidling  into  an  error,  I  will 
now  slate,  Hut  aUhotigh  the  Postmnster  General  and  my- 
self Itare  been  in  company,  both  before  and  since  this 
questioa  has  been  agfUted,  1  have  never  heard  him  ex- 
press or  intimiite  a  wish,  or  opinion,  on  the  subject.  It 
is  ar^ed  on  the  other  tide,  Oiat  as  die  committee  have  sent 
inquines  to  the  Postmaster  General,  askina^  him  to  assign 
the  general  causes  of  removal,  tliat  therefore  the  indivi- 
duals removed  ought  in  justice  to  be  heard.  The  com- 
mittee have  not  inquired  of  the  Postmaster  General  why 
>ny  particular  officer  has  been  removed;  but  if  this  were 
even  so,  is  it  an  argument  that  ahould  be  brought  to  bear 
xguaA  my  friend  from  New  Hamptliire  and  myaelf?  We 
objected  to  tliait  course,  and  were  ovemiledt  and  now  a 
vrong  committed  by  tlie  fcentlemen  Uiemaelvcs  is  insisted 
on  as  a  justification  of  a  itill  greater  error.  It  is  add  that 
the  contingent  expenses  of  tlie  department  have  been  in- 
creased. This  may  be  true,  and  the  ^ntlemcn  themselves 
onnot  be  ignorant  uf  the  causes  which  have  pi-oduced  it. 
Thm:  are  not  clerks  in  the  department  sufficient  to  per- 
form the  ordinary  and  current  business:  and  these  large 
calls  for  information  upon  the  department  create  ft  neces- 
sity of  employing  other  clerks  to  perform  the  additional 
labor.  The  very  report  laid  on  your  tabic  this  morning 
HUin  have  cost  sereni  thousand  dollars,  and  the  calls  made 
byUie  committee  will  cost  several  thousand  dollars  more. 
These  form  a  portion  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
department.  1  cannot  believe  it  fair  for  gentlemen  them- 
srWes  to  occasion  the  expenditure  of  money,  and  then 
nise  a  complaint  that  it  is  spent  Although  I  am  perfectly 
wilGng  to  aee  the  public  money  expended  fi>r  beneficial 
purposes,  and  espeeidty  for  the  diiKmination  of  useful 
nfinnation  aoiong  the  people,  I  cannot  discern  any  valu. 
■ble  puipose  that  b  to  be  answered  by  the  copies  of  ths 
1(400  bondr,  under  the  call  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
^s  morning  received  by  the  Senate  from  that  depart' 
meat;  none  of  them  will  ever  be  read,  either  by  the  Sena- 
tor, or  any  other  nwn  in  the  community. 

As  to  the  su^eation  that  the  committee  have  refused 
to  send  to  Virginia  for  witnesses  to  testify  \^  relation  to 
the  great  southern  contract,  these  are  the  fiuns:  A  citisen 
of  Vir^nit  addressed  a  letter  to  a  Senator  from  that  State, 
ramplniring  of  the  department  for  the  manner  in  whicb 


that  contract  was  made.  He,  as  was  his  duty,  handed  over 
that  letter  to  the  committee.  The  witnesses  were  named 
in  the  letter,  and  a  su,^restion  also  that  their  affidavits  had 
been  taken.  A  proposition  was  made  to  send  for  the  wit- 
neaaes;  this  was  not  refused;  but  it  was  suggested,  and 
concurred  in  by  a  majority  of  the  committee,  that  before 
that  Ktep  was  taken,  application  should  be  made  at  the 
<iepartment  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  whether  the  affida- 
vits of  the  witnesses  were  not  there,  and  such  other  in- 
formatkin  as  might  be  satisfactor)-;  or  at  least  enable  the 
committee  to  act  mure  understandingly  in  making  the  in- 
vestigation.  The  chairman  and  myself  were  directed  to 
call  at  the  office  and  make  the  examination.  I  took  care 
to  mention  to  him  tliat  I  would  attend  him  at  an^-  time  he 
should  i]amc,  when  the  Bcnate  was  not  tn  session.  He 
has  not  found  it  convenient  to  this  day  to  call  on  me  for 
the  purpose  of  tliscliarg^ng  tliis  duty.  I  liave  called  at  the 
officei  ]  have  seen  the  papers,  and  they.cwitiun  a  most 
ample  vindication^f  the  department.  After  the  contract 
was  made,  the  whole  subject  was  laid  before  the  President 
of  the  United  States  at  the  instance  of  those  who  were 
dissatisfied.  The  affidavits  of  the  witnesses  named  in  tlia 
letter  referred  to  were  taken;  and,  after  a  patient  and  full 
investigation,  the  President  decided  that  the  Postmaster 
General  had  acted  corroctly.  If  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  were  anxious  to  obtain  full  and  correct  informa- 
tion In  relation  to  the  transactions  of  this  department,  why 
have  they  not  pursued  the  course  I  have  so  often  pressed 
upon  them,  that  the  committee  shotild  go  to  the  depart- 
ment and  examine  into  nil  its  ti-ansaetions  and  doings?  I 
have  assui-ed  Ihcm  that  I  was  nuthorizcd  by  the  Postmaster 
General  to  say  that,  should  such  a  course  be  deemed  ad- 
visable,  every  thing  should  be  thrown  open  to  tlie  inspec- 
tion  of  the  committee;  that  he,  his  assistants,  and  clerks, 
would  afford  every  Ikcility  and  give  every  as»stance  in 
their  power  to  the  committee.  By  pi^eeding  in  tliis 
way  we  could  acquire  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  condition 
of  the  department,  and  liow  it  is  conducted.  This  course 
of  proceeding  is  declined,  perhaps  wisely,  as  thereby  every 
pretext  of  complaint  might  be  removed,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine  would  be  so  fastened  down  by  facts,  that 
even  Ilia  fruitful  iin.tginatioii  could  not  ftirnish  materials 
for  accusation. 

The  gentleman  from  Elaine  has  btated  that  in  his  own 
county  there  are  thirty-one  iiostmasters;  that  eight  of  them 
were  friendly  to  the  election  of  Mr.  Adams;  and  of  these 
Hcvcn  huve  been  proscribed;  and  this,  with  him,  consti- 
tutes just  ground  of  complaint.  The  people  from  that 
quarter  diflei'  from  him  in  opinion.  Since  these  occur- 
rences took  place,  the  people  of  that  congressional  dis- 
trict, with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  drcumstances,  have 
elected  a  representative  niTonble  to  Ais  administration; 
and  in  his  own  county  and  town,  the  votes  have  been  east 
in  favor  of  a  senator  and  representative  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature of  the  same  description.  If,  therefore,  the  gentle- 
man's complaints  are  to  be  tried  by  the  voice  of  his  neigh- 
bors, the  verdict  is  against  him.  The  Senator  fVom  Maine 
has  said  that  this  voracious  Postmaster  General  has,  in  the 
Stale  of  New  Hampshire,  devoured  six  full  blooded  Yan- 
kees at  a  nngle  meal.  [Mr-  Holmxs  here  interrupted  Mr. 
GausVT,  and  said  he  did  not  say  six,  but  twenlyJUret  Mr. 
Ghvvdt  ptoceeded.]  Tliis  shows  most  striking  the 
difference  between  a  man  of  imagination  and  one  who 
deals  m  sober  realities  and  facts.  I  had  been  lashinir  up 
my  poor  imagination  in  pursuit  -of  the  gentkman  from 
Mune,  and  could  scarcely  arrive  at  six,  when  he  with  ease, 
(such  is  the  power  of  his  &ncy,)  can  reach  twen^-fire. 
Twen^-five  full  blooded  Yankees  have  then  been  devoured 
by  the  Postmaster  General  at  a  single  meal.  If  this  is  to  be 
taken  literally,  all  I  can  say  is,  that  he  is  a  man  of  bad 
taste  and  strong  stomach,  methinks  I  sometimes  see 
(Hie,  the  very  nght  of  whom  is  enough  for  me.  If  this 
exprcsnon  is  to  be  taken  figuratively,  and  the  gentleimn 
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Six  ATI.] 


Duty  on  Atum  SaU- 


[Fib.  8,  1831. 


only  means  that  the  Fostmaatcr  General  has  put  them 
nsioei  and  removed  them  a  dintance  from  him,  aa  unfit  to 
be  associates  with  him  in  the  administration  of  his  depart- 
ment, then  he  may  have  acted  in  good  taste  and  no  fur- 
therance of  the  public  interest. 

The  Senate  will  not  expect  me  to  notice  the  poetry  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maine.  My  business  is  with  dothirs 
and  cents — poit  offices,  and  post  roads,  and  this  is  a  poor 
tubject'for  poetical  ctisplay.  It  requires  the  imagination 
and  seoius  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  to  strew  flowers 
over  post  roads  at  this  inclement  season  of  the  year.  I 
will*  however,  notice  his  delicate  and  classical  story  re- 
specting the  public  '*  meat  cellar,"  and  make  the  true  ap- 
plication.  As  I  understand  il,  this  *■  cellar"  belongs  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States;  the  gentleman  and  his  friends 
were  once  placed  in  it  to  take  care  of  it;  the  people  were 
of  opiiHon  tliat  they  were  not  faitbfiil  sentinels;  they 
turned  them  out,  and  have  placed  others  in,  who  they  be- 
lieved were  more  fiuthful,  and  the  gentleman  and  his 
fiiends  are  now  endeavoring  to  break  m,  but  the  people 
mil  not  let  tiiem.  The  gentleman  ftirther  remarks,  that 
when  men  arc  seeking  for  power,  any  means  are  resorted 
to  for  tlie  accomplishment  of  their  object.  Did  the  gen- 
tleman recollect  that  it  might  be  said  that  he  was  illustrat- 
ing the  truth  of  his  doctrine  by  his  own  example,  and 
that  the  tendency  of  bis  whole  conduct  in  this  whole  pro- 
ccediw  went  to  show  that  there  were  no  mtnvia  in  poli- 
tics? Ttie  gentlemen  exclaim  there  will  be  no  report  made 
by  this  committee.  If  there  be  none,  the  fault  shall  be 
theirs,  not  ours,  I  hope  a  report  will  be  made,  one  that 
will  silence  calumny  and  seal  the  lips  of  slander.  I  hare 
admitted  that  by  means  of  misrepresentation  some  men 
have  been  removed,  whom  it  would  have  been  better  to 
have  retuncd,  and  the  gentleman  from  Maine  may  have 
known  some  one  instance  of  that  kind;  and  such  is  his 
imsL^nationt  that  whenever  he  bears  of  a  removal,  let  the 
cauK  of  ranoval  be  what  it  may,  he  supposes  that  it  has 
been  done  Improperly,  and  from  a  spirit  of  proscriptioB. 
He  reasons  like  the  medical  student;  he  waa  taken  by  lus 
preceptor  to  see  a  »ck  {latient;  the  patient  had  become 
worse,  and  tlie  doctor  charred  the  &mily  with  their  having 

S'ven  him  e^^  to  eat,  which  had  Increased  his  illness; 
e  bet  was  admitted;  the  doctor  agun  prescribed  and 
returned  home;  the  student  was  curious  to  know  how  his 
preceptor  liad  come  to  the  knowledge  irf'tbe  fact  that  hi} 
patient  lud  eaten  eggS;  the  preceptor  told  him  he  bad 
seen  the  shells  under  the  bed.  On  the  next  day  the  stu- 
dent was  sent  to  see  the  same  patient,  and  found  the  man 
dying,  and  informed  his  preceptor  that  the  man  had  eaten 
a  horse;  the  preceptor  said  that  was  imposable;  the  stu- 
dent pervsleuin  it,  and  upon  being  asked  the  reason  whv 
he  thouglit  so,  he  said  he  n»d  seen  a  bridle  under  the  \>eA-y 
and  whenever  the  gentleman  ftom  Maine  sees  a  bridle,  or 
a  change  of  postmaster*  a  hors*  or  a  Yanhttt  in  his  imagi- 
nation, has  been  devoured. 

The  gentleman  charges  this  administration  with  Binch- 
in|^  He  who  is  now  at  tlie  head  of  ^s  Government 
never  learned  the  art  of  flincMng,  nor  will  he  permit 
tboae  who  act  under  him,  cither  in  the  field  or  cabinet, 
to  do  so;  and  the  gentleman  will  learn  this,  should  the 
Cluef  Kiipatntte  entertain  the  Mine  opiiuon  I  do  in  rela- 
tion to  the  ciN  made  on  the  Fomnaster  General  to  assign 
idnt  causes  irilicb  have  produced  the  removals  of  poetmas- 
teit.  1  have  said  that  I  thought  that  neither  the  Senate 
nor  Ac  committee  have  the  oonstitutional  rif^t  to  make 
this  demand.  Should  the  Chief  Magistrate  thmk  so,  of 
one  thing  I  am  certain,  that  he  who  never  suffered  his 
own  private  rig^tta,  or  the  rights  of  his  country,  to  be  in- 
vaded, will  not  permit  an  encroachment  upon  the  riglits 
of  Us  oflkial  station. 

Sir,  ve  cannot  ntistake  the  diject  which  gentlemen 
have  in  viewi  they  oaonot  desire  to  sacrifice  the  Post- 
imuiter  General,  a  man  so  amiable  and  iioncst,  an  officer 


so  able,  faithful,  and  efficient,  as  he  is.  Their  aim  is 
higher;  through  him  they  wish  to  reach  the  man  who 
keeps  them  out  of  power  and  placet  but  in  this  they  will 
fiiil.  "  The  gods  take  care  of  Cato,"  and  a  just  Provi- 
dence, and  an  honest  people  wilt  protect  and  defisnd  the 
defender  of  his  country  agunst  all  unjust  assaults  of  lua 
enemies. 


TUBSDAI,  FaSBVlIlT  8. 

DUTY  ON  ALUM  SALT. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  duty  on  alum  salt.  He  said  that  this  kind  of 
salt  was  not  roanu&ctured  in  the  United  States;  that  it 
was  )n<1ispcnsab1e  in  curing  provisions,  and  had  to  be 
bought  at  whatever  price  it  might  cost.  He  sud  that  tlie 
uses  of  salt,  and  the  injury  done  to  the  community  by 
taxing  it,  lud  commanded  the  attention  of  the  British 
Parliament,  and  occasioned  a  committee  to  be  appointed 
in  the  yenr  1818,  whose  labors  were  a  monument  to  their 
honor,  and  a  title  to  the  gratitude  of  their  country.  They 
had  taken  the  examinations  in  writing  of  more  than  se- 
venty witnesses,  comprehending  men  of  the  first  charac- 
ter in  every  walk  of  life,  of  whom  he  would  mention  Lord 
Kcnyon,  Sir  Thomas  Bernard,  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Arthur 
Young,  and  Sir  John  Stanley,  whose  testimony,  with  the 
reports  of  the  committee,  extended  to  four  hundred  folio 
pages.  He  would  read  some  parts  of  their  testimony,  and 
believed  that  the  Senate  would  perform  a  great  service  to 
the  American  people  if  they  would  direct  a  committee  to 
make  an  abstmct  of  the  whole,  and  pubhsh  some  thousand 
copies  for  distribution  among  the  people. 

Mr.  B.  then  began  to  read  a  part  of  the  extracts  which 
he  had  made,  when  he  was  interrupted  bv  Mr.  Foot,  of 
Connecticut,  who  made  several  points  oi  order,  one  of 
whicli  was,  that  Mr.  B.'s  motion  wasnot  seconded.  The 
Vica  paxSiittHT  said  that  it  was  not  usual  to  hate  motions 
seconded  in  the  Senate;  that  the  rule  was  a  formality 
which  had  not  been  attended  to  in  practieet  but,  if  any 
Senator  made  it  a  point,  the  rule  most  be  enforced.  Mr. 
B.  tlten  appealed  to  the  Senators  from  the  t9uth  of  Mason 
and  Dixon's  line  to  furnish  him  a  second.  Several  rose, 
and,  observing  amon^  them  Mr.  WeonauBT,  of  New 
Hamp^ire,  he  gave  him  the  preference,  because  he  Waa 
from  the  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  and  because 
he  had  been  the  first  to  open  the  campaign  against  the 
salt  tax  several  years  i^.  He  said  that  the  report  and 
speeches  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  against  tlie 
salt  tax  would  remain  as  monuments  to  bis  honor  when 
his  own  poor  exertions  were  forgotten;  and  he  took  pride 
and  pleasure  in  paying  this  tribute  to  him,  md  making  it 
more  fully  known  in  the  West,  that  he  was  only  the  fol- 
lower of  that  distinguished  and  patriotic  Senator,  so  justly 
dear  to  the  whig  republicans  of  all  quarters  of  the  Union, 
in  Wiping  a  war  oi  determined  hMtUity  against  the  salt 
tax. 

The  other  objections  of  Mr.  Foot  being  disposed  of, 
Mr.  B.  went  on  to  read,  or  state,  the  extracts  to  which  be 
referred. 

SX-tKACT. 

1.  From  Sir  Mm  Sinc&dr'*  mdatee. — I  was  once  at 
the  farm  of  a  great  fiu'mer  in  the  Netherbnd^  a  Mr.  Mes- 
sclman,  at  Chenoi,  near  Havre,  where  I  was  surprised  to 
see  an  immense  heap  of  Cheshire  rock  salt,  which  he  said 
he  found  of  the  greatest  use  for  his  stock.  He  said,  first, 
that,  by  allowing  his  sheep  to  fick  it,  the  fot  was  effectual- 
ly prevented;  secondly,  that  his  cattle,  to  whom  he  gave 
lumps  of  it  to  lick,  were  thereby  protected  from  infec- 
tious disorders;  and  the  cows  being  thus  rendered  more 
healthy,  and  bung  induced  to  take  a  greater  quantity  of 
liquid,  gave  more  milk.  And  I  saw  lumps  of  tliis  salt,  to 
wuch  the  cows  had  access,  in  the  place  where  they  were 
kept.    He  also  said,  that  a  small  quantity  pounded  waa 
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found  very  bene6ciiU  to  the  bortes  wh«u  new  oats  were 
given  them,  iftlie  oats  were  at  all  moist.  •  •  •  He 
gave  them  fmax.  lumps,  that  they  (the  cattle)  might  lick 
when  ther  choie.  •  '  •  One  of  the  most  important 
uses  of  8ut|  ss  connected  witJi  agticutture,  is,  ttiKt  it  pre- 
■en'CS  secdt  when  sown,  from  vac  attacks  of  tlie  grub." 

*  *  *  In  a  comrauiiicatiou  to  me  from  Swedeu,  by 
Baron  Schnltz,  he  says,  the  salt  destroys  the  different  sort 
of  worms  found  in  the  bodies  of  ibeepi  but  in  particular 
tbe  Gver  worn). 

KXTIUCT. 

3.  Jrtkur  Young's  Tiaiimoay. — Did  you  ever  try  salt 
in  the  feeding  of  your  cattle? 

Ves;  but  ctuefly  with  sheep;  and  I  found  the  sheep  as- 
tonishingly fbnd  of  it- 
Do  you  think  that  it  woold  be  beneficial  in  preventing 
the  rot  in  sbeep^ 

I  fiMind  it  so  in  the  years  when  my  neighbors'  sheep 
were  generally  affected  with  the  rot}  my  sheep  escaped, 
■nd  my  land  was  quite  as  wet  as  my  neighbors'. 

Do  you  think,  considering  tlie  advantages  in  hcaltli, 
fattening,  and  the  power  ofusing  inferior  food  in  the  feed- 
ing of  cattle  and  stock  in  general,  that  the  free  use  of 
sj£  would  be  an  advantage  eqviivalent  to  seven  shiUtngs  .1 
heul  to  the  fiirmer? 

I  should  think  it  would  be  worth  a  great  deal  more.  1 
think  it  is  inraluable.  In  short,  let  my  answer  be  what 
it  woukl,  it  would  be  under  the  mark. 

Dr.  Voun^  then  gave  his  opinion  that  the  stoclc  in  Eng- 
land would  be  increased  in  value  id>ove  three  millions 
sterling,  neariy  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  by  the  free  use 
of  salt.   He  estimated  the  stock  in  England  to  be — 
Horses,      ....      1,500,000  head 
Cattle,        ....       4,500,000  do. 
Sheep,       ....     30,000,000  do. 

  HXTaACT. 

J.  TiaUmonyof  William  Glover,  superintendefil  of  the  cat- 
tle of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Curwcn,  M.  P. 

This  deponent  began  to  give  salt  to  the  cattle  under 
lus  cire  tbe  IMh  November,  181T,  and  from  that  time  till 
now  the  eattle  have  had  salt,  as  follows:  40  milch  cows 
and  breeding  heifers,  each  4  ounces  per  dayt  30  oxen,  4 
ounces  each  per  day;  27  young  cattle,  each  2  ounces  per 
day;  26  ealvcs,  1  ounce  each  per  day;  46  horses,  each  4 
ounces  per  day;  444  sheep,  2  ounces  each  per  week. 
Tlie  advantage  of  salt  for  sheep  appears  to  tliis  deponent 
to  be  great;  aa  he  says  none  of  the  stock  liave  died  in  the 
Mckness  unce  they  commenced  giving  saiti  and  they  have 
bod  none  in  the  rot)  in  other  years  tticy  lost  some  of  the 
eves  and  wethers  in  the  sicuicsa.  And  this  deponent 
siys  that  he  has  now  kept  Ute  cattle  at  Schoose  farm  ten 
jiuit  and  they  were  never  so  long  without  sickness. 
4.  The  q^davit  of  tki-Hy-two  farmeFS. 
We,  tlie  underagned,  being  larmers,  and  the  owners 
of  land  in  the  neighborhood  of  Workington,  do  hereby 
certify,  that  we  are  acquainted  wKh  and  witnesses  to  the 
fact  of  Ur.  Curwen  ginng  salt  to  his  cattle  and  horses, 
with  their  food,  at  the  Schoose  farm  and  at  Woricington ; 
and  that  we  are  desirous  of  using  the  same  for  our  live 
rtock  if  we  could,  obtain  it  without  difficulty,  and  at  a 
cheap  rate. 

-  BXTBACT. 

5.  Tiitimony  of  Ah.  Curwen,  M.  P^Xn  regard  to 
cattle,  t  have  nnder-estimated  the  quantity,  because,  if 
nit  could  be  had  at  a  moderate  price  there  is  no  ani- 
mal 1  would  ^ve  less  than  six  stone,  (14  pounds  to  the 
itone,)  each  per  annum. 

beliere  if  salt  were  in  general  use  for  cattle  it  would 
uiount  to  340,000  tons— about  14,000,000  bushels— 

•  •  <4  .f  importance  of  the  free  use  of  salt  to  agti- 
culture  can  Kuueely  be  estimated  too  lii^y.  Sah  con- 
Mbutcs  not  only  to  the  health  of  cattle  and  sheep,  hut 


accelerates  and  promotes  the  quantity  of  milk  g^ven  by 
milch  COWS-  [In  another  place  Mr.  C.  says  that  the  use 
of  salt  prevents  the  ill  taste  which  the  feeding*  on  certain 
weeds  and  vegetables  imparts  to  the  milk.]  It  prevents 
the  rot  in  slicep,  and  the  effect  of  hoving',  when  stock  are 
fed  on  turnips  or  clover.  •  •  •  gait  renders  tk- 
maged  hay  palatable  and  nutritious;  and,  if  applied  !n  dif- 
ficult seasons,  prevents  an  imdue  fermentation  and  heat  in 
the  stack.  Chaff  and  straw  would  be  rendered  available 
to  a  much  greater  extent  titan  at  present  by  the  applica- 
tion of  salt.  It  would  be  a  most  valuable  ingredient  in 
the  preparation  of  warm  food  for  stall-fed  cattle  in  tlie  im- 
proved system  of  soiling;  and,  from  my  experience  of  its 
salutary  effects,  I  should  consider  the  free  use  of  it,  as  a 
condiment,  the  greatest  boon  the  Government  couUl  be- 
stow on  the  huMiandman.  •  •  •  •  I  consider 
the  advantage  from  salt,  in  feeding  ray  stock,  on  a  farm  of 
eight  hundred  acres,  worth  about  one  thousand  pounds 
per  annum,  would  exceed  three  hundred  pounds  per  an- 
num! (that  is,  add  a  third  to  the  annual  value  of  the 
farm.) 

Tlic  probable  consumption  of  salt  for  sheep  and  cat- 
tle may  be  taken  as  follows,  to  wit: 


Per  annum. 


30,000,000  sheep,  - 
1,421,000  cows,  - 
2,000,000  young  cattle, 
1, 100,000  fatting  beasU, 
1,200,000  (bought  cattle, 
300,000  colts  and  sad- 
dle horses, 
1,200,000  horses. 


t4t6».theataiu.  Slona. 


2  stone  each,  - 
6  do. 

4  do. 
6  do. 
4  do. 

3  do. 
not  estimated. 


60,000;  000 
8,526,000 
8,000,000 
6,600,000 
4,800,000 

900,000 


88,826.000 


N.  B.  14  pounds  1  stooe,  4  stones  1  busliel,  4  bushels  1 

cwt. 

(j^  Tlic  English  bushel  of  salt  is  56  lbs. 

X  XT  a  ACT. 

6.  Lord  KmyotCa  evidence  b^ore  the  committee. — By 
the  information  which  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  I  ani 
induced  to  consider  salt,  when  sparingly  applied,  as  an 
admirable  manure,  especially  for  fallows  ana  arable  landf 
and,  when  mixed  up  with  soil  out  of  gutters,  or  refiiee 
dirt  or  ashes,  to  be  very  valuable  also  on  grass  lands.  My 
own  experience  convinces  me  that  it  is  very  powerful  in 
destroying  vegetation  if  laid  on  too  thick,  having  put  a 
large  quantity  of  refiise  salt  on  about  one-fourth  ofan  acre 
of  uuid,  which,  af\er  two  yearS}  still  remains  quite  bare. 
A  land  surveyor  of  higli  charatfter  in  my  neighborhood, 
considers  tliat  the  use  of  salt  would  be  likely  to  be  very 
valuable  in  destroying  the  slug,  wire  worm,  snail,  &c. 
wliich  often  destroy  whole  crops.  He  idso  remembers 
thiit  salt  was  used  largely  in  the  ncighborhoo<\  of  the 
Higher  and  Lower  AVichcs  in  Chesliire,  before  the  duties 
were  raisi-d  to  tlicsr  present  height.  With  respect  to  ita 
value  for  cattle,  horses,  and  sheep,  I  am  informed  tliat  it 
is  ver;^  liigbl^  tliought  of,  both  as  nutriment ,  and  as  used 
medicinally,  internally  and  externally.  Its  value  also  is 
extremely -well  known  for  renderinjf  bad  and  ill-^otten 
hay  more  nourishing  and  more  palatable  to  cattle  than 
even  good  hay. 

£ XT a ACT. 

7-  Evidence  of  Mr.  Kingston. — In  reply  to  your  que- 
ries, as  an  agricultiiHst,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
salt,  if  freed  from  duty,  would  become  one  of  the  most 
useful  and  general  ar^cles  of  m&n\ii-e  that  ever  ms  thought 
ji'f,  if  properly  composed,  by  mixing  it  witli  m«d  of  any 
{ kind — the  cleanings  of  dilclies  and  ponds,  the  surface  of 
coarse  gronod  thrown  into  heaps  to  rot,  blubber,  &c.  1 
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am  also  persuaded,  that  if  it  could  be  afforded  to  be 
sprinkled  on  the  layers ofliay,  when  makinginto the i:ck, 
in  catching  weather,  it  would  prevent  ita  heating'  and 
getting  mouldy.  I  had  once  some  small  cattle  tied  up  to 
fetten*  which  did  not  thrive,  owing,  as  the  bailiff  said,  to 
the  badness  of  the  ha^,  of  whicii  ihey  wasted  more  than 
they  ate?  but,  by  spnnkllng  it  with  water  in  which  some 
salt  had  been  dissolved,  they  returned  to  eat  it  greedily. 
1  am  free  to  say,  a  proper  quantity  of  salt  would  prevent 
cattle  from  being  hoven  by  an  excess  of  green  food. 

ETTBACT. 

8.  Mr.  Thomax  Soum^a  exatuination — The  commit- 
tee ui^erstand  you  are  a  merchant,  residing  at  Liverpool? 

I  am. 

Can  you  speak  aa  to  the  probable  effect  of  the  repeal 
of  the  Bait  duties  on  your  trade 

It  would  be  a  good  thing,  in  my  opinion,  for  the  coun- 
try at  large,  and  also  the  maiiu&ctures. 

Have  you  kny  knowledge  of  its  being  used  in  food  for 
animals^ 

Yes,  to  horses  in  particular. 

Has  it  a  good  effect? 

Yes. 

Then  do  vou  not  suppose,  if  the  restrictions  were  taken 
oft',  it  would  come  into  more  general  use  among  the  farm- 
ers, for  stock  of  «U  kinds? 

it  would  in  tliat  instance^  we  used  to  have  five  horses 
in  our  rock  salt  mine,  and  those  horses  always  appeared  in 
good  cuiidilion,  tlioiigh  very  much  worked. 

Were  they  liable  to  less  disorders  than  those  out  of  llic 
mine? 

Ycs{  much  less. 

Do  you  happen  to  know  whetlier  they  were  in  the  prac- 
tice at  that  time  of  receiving  salt  with  their  (bod? 
Yesj  to  my  knowledge  they  were. 
In  what  quantity? 

About  a  handful  to  a  quartern  of  oats. 

SXTBICT. 

9.  Evidence  of  Mr.  TV.  Ilorne. — There  are  veiy  few 
farmers  who  are  not  awure  of  the  importance  of  salt  iii 
preserving  hay,  and  restoring  it  when  damaged;  many  of 
those  whom  1  have  conversed  with  on  the  subject,  have 
used  it  for  these  purposes,  and  it  would  generally  be  re- 
sorted to,  to  the  extent  of  ten  or  fifteen  poundsto  the  ton 
of  hay,  if  tlie  duties  on  salt  were  repealed.  Lord  Somer- 
ville  has  furnislicd  most  satisfactory  information  on  this 
subject;  and  1  know,  from  respectable  authority,  that  it 
is  a  common  practice  in  the  United  Stitcs  of  America  to 
sprinkle  salt  upon  hay  when  forming  it  into  ricks. 

also  learn  from  Lord  SomeiTillc,  that  Mr.  Dai  kc,  of  Hrce- 
don,  one  of  the  most  celebrated  graziers  in  liic  kingdom, 
mixed  salt  with  his  flooded  mouldy  hay,  and  that  his  Here- 
ford oxen  did  better  on  it  tiian  others  on  the  best  hay  he 
had ;  and  he  was  con%-inced  the  hay  batl  all  its  good  effects 
from  the  salt.  have  Tcarnt  from 

Mp.  Sutton,  of  Eaton,  in  Cliesliire,  that  \-t  would  give 
thirty  tons  (120  bushels,  of  56  pounds  each,)  of  salt  a 
year  to  his  cattle,  being  fifly  cow?,  if  llie  duly  were  re- 
pealed- •  •  •  •  •  In  many  parts  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  salt  is  generally  given  to  cattle. 
*  *  *  *  .  *  ^'^^  excellent  condition  of  the  hoi-scs 
in  the  rock-pits  of  Cheshire,  may  be  adduced  in  favor  of 
its  benefit  in  fiittening  cattle  and  keeping. them  in  hca'th." 
Many  counted  that  thw  can  attribute  the  longevity  of  their 
horses  to  Uie  good  effects  of  salt.  Mr.  Uadlkkl^  of  Li- 
verpool, furnishes  an  instance  in  his  horse,  thirty  years 
oldj  he  constantly  gave  it  rock  salt  to  lick,  placing  it  in 
his  manger.  Mr.  Young  has  furnished  us,  in  the  annals 
of  agriculture,  with  a  most  interesting  ami  satisfactory 
statement  (obtuned  from  the  >Iemoirs  of  the  Royal  Acade- 
my of  Sciences  at  Paris)  on  the  effect  of  salt  in  fattening 
cattle.    From  this  report  it  nppcam,  that  to  flic  unlimited 


use  of  salt  was  to  be  ascribed,  the  circumstance  of  four 
times  the  number  of  sheep  having  been  reared  on  a  ste- 
rile common,  than  would  otherwise  have  subsisted  on  it; 
and  Uuit  the  vrool  of  these  flocks  is  not  only  the  6nest  in 
the  whole  country,  hut  bears  the  higliest  price  of  any  in 
France.  The  fineness  of  the  wool  of  the  Spanish  sheep 
is  also  attributed,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  free  use  of 
salt.  Itis  not,  therefore,  I  presume,  an  extraordinarj*  po- 
sition to  say,  thai,  by  a  proper  use  of  common  salt,  the 
same  quantity  of  forage  might,  on  many  occasions,  be 
made  to  go  twice  as  far  as  it  could  have  done,  in  feeding 
animals,  had  the  salt  been  withheld  from  them! 

EXTBACT. 

10.  Mr.  Charkt  G.  CoihiU,  «am(W.~What  is'  your 
profession? 

Answer.  A  bacon  and  provision  lAerchant,  residing  in 
Judd  street,  Brunswick  square. 

What  is  the  nature  ana  amount  of  your  bunness,  and 
how  far  has  it  been  affected  by  tlic  salt  duties? 

Answer.  About  fifty  years  ago  my  father  tstabliehcd  a 
manufactory  in  Vine  street,  and  expended  £10,000  in 
adapting  the  premises  for  Uic  curing  of  bacon  and  the 
saltmg  of  '^loi-k.  Our  annual  returns  were  about  ^£50,000: 
it  is  now  diminished  to  less  than  XI, 000  annually,  in  con- 
sequence, as  I  apprehend,  of  tlie  very  high  duties  on  suit, 
as  our  trade  lias  diminished  progressively  as  those  duties 
have  increased. 

Do  you  not  cunsidcr  tliat  the  breed  of  hogs  has  also 
diminished,  in  consequence  of  this  increase  of  duty  on 
sah? 

Answer.  Very  materially;  and,  as  a  further  proof  of 
what  1  state,  we  had  a  very  extensive  trade  of  X200,000  a 
year  in  hoCT;  now  not  £10,000. 

Wluit  effect,  in  your  opinion,  would  a  great  redaction 
of  the  sidl  duties  produce  in  your  busincssf 

Answer.  1  conceive  it  would  restore  our  trade:  we 
should  then  be  able  to  supply  the  West  India  markets,  and 
other  colonies,  with  salted  pork,  cheaper  and  better  than 
any  other  country. 

What  is  the  quantity  of  salt  used  upon  100  weiglit  of 
pork,  to  make  bacon? 

Answer.  In  a  manufactory  of  bacon,  about  13  pounds; 
to  cure  a  small  quantity,  about  17  or  18- 

XXTBACT. 

11.  Ti&fimoni/  of  Sfr  Tfiomat  Bernard. — I  ventured 
to  surest  that  a  tax  on  salt  was  fundamcntallj'  wrong  in 
principle,  because  It  presses  most  on  the  cLtss  least  able  to 
bear  the  weight — because  of  its  imn'oral  tendency — and 
because  it  deprives  the  nation  of  benefits,  beyond  measure 
greater  than  the  whole  produce  of  the  imptat  The  salt 
duties  are  about  a  million  and  a  half  sterling  per  annum, 
(about  seven  millions  of  dolbrs.)  The  poor  use  most  salt 
in  proportion  to  their  wealth;  a  cottager  in  the  country  ten 
to  one  in  proportion  to  a  nobleman  in  town.  But  the  be- 
nefits of  which  the  nation  is  deprived  by  the  salt  duties, 
are  not  easily  appreciated,  or  even  numbered.  In  a^fri- 
culture  and  rural  economy  alone,  tlic  loss  in  feeding  cattle, 
sheep,  and  hog-s — in  restoring  damaged  provender — in 
manure,  and  in  the  effect  on  wages,  may,  without  extrava- 
gance, be  supposed  to  exceed  the  whole  ralue  of  the  tax- 
Equal,  perhaps,  urould  be  the  gain  to  our  manufacturen 
of  woollen,  linen,  glass,  carthenwBre,  soap,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
by  the  unrrstnuned  use  of  muriate  and  carbonate  of  soda 
and  muriatic  acid,  of  which  our  salt  mines  and  ocean  afford 
supphes  absolutely  inexliaustible. 

Mr.  B.  having  read,  or  stated,  these  extracts,  to  show 
the  use  of  salt  in  agriculture,  said  there  were  manj'  other 
witnesses  exatnincd,  to  prove  that  alum  salt,  which  the 
F.ngllsh  usually  called  bay  salt,  because  it  was  made  by 
solar  evaporation,  out  of  sea  water  in  the  bay  of  Biscay, 
and  other  bays,  was  indispensable  to  the  curing  of  provi- 
sions, for  long  keeping,  or  for  exportation,  other  articles 
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connected  with  agriculture,  as  cheese,  butter,  bacon, 
pickled  beef,  and  picltled  pork;  and  that  the  English  Go- 
remment  permitted  alum  salt,  under  the  name  of  bay  salt, 
to  be  imported  both  into  England  and  Ireland  du^  free, 
for  these  purposes^  even  when  the  domertic  manufacture 
of  common  salt  in  England  fitr  exceeded  the  home  de- 
mand, and  furnished  millions  of  bushels  for  exportation. 
He  also  ttated  that  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons had  examined  the  first  phyaiciana  of  Great  Britain, 
to  prore  the  effect  ofa  deficiency  of  salt  in  the  provinons 
of  the  poor  on  their  health,  and  that  these  physicians  ani- 
fonmly  testified  that  many  diseases  of  the  poor,  and  espe- 
cially in  children,  were  the  effect  of  usinff  vegetables  not 
sufficiently  saHe<],  and  fish  and  meat  not  »iiflicieiit1y  cured. 
He  also  stated  that  the  ctmmittce  had  extended  their 
examination  to  the  use  of  salt  in  various  manuftctories, 
and  hwt  established,  by  proof,  that  a  viffiety  oP  useful 
manufiictures  required  the  abolition  of  the  salt  duty.  On 
this  point,  he  read  extracts  from  the  examination  of  Samuel 
Parkes,  Rsq.  an  eminent  chemist  of  London,  ns  follows: 


XXTBACT. 

12.  EximinaHan  of  Samuel  Parkes. — 'What  is  your 
profession.' 

1  am  proprietor  of  the  chemical  works  in  Goswell 
street,  London,  and  of  other  chemical  works  in  Maiden 
lane,  Islington. 

Can  you  acquaint  the  committee  what  are  the  manu- 
factures most  affected  by  the  salt  laws? 

The  manufactures  of  mineral  alkali,  cnrstalized  soda, 
raoriattc  acid,  hard  soap,  dittin|^ishcd  m>m  soft  soap, 
Glauber  s^t,  Epiom  aalt,  magnesia,  and  sal  ammoniac,  are 
all  materiaHy  anected  by  the  duty  on  salt;  but  as  common 
salt;  or  one  or  other  of  the  component  parts  of  common 
salt,  is  made  use  of  in  the  composition  of  a  great  variety 
of  articles  that  are  employed  in  our  manulactures,  it  is 
(fifficult  to  answer  that  question  with  precision. 
Keapecting  soap,  I  have  onhr  to  observe,  that  common  salt 
is  Boaolutely  necessary  for  the  manufacture  of  hard  soap; 
for  however  plentifully  potash  may  be  produced,  large 
quantities  of  common  aalt  must  be  employed  with  it,  or 
the  soap  will  be  only  temporarily  hard;  it  will  have  no  last- 
ing consistence.  "  •  Salt  is  employed  lai^ly  in  the 
preparation  and  manufacture  of  a  great  number  of  other 
articles  that  might  be  enumerated;  and  in  a  short  time 
hare  no  doubt  they  would  all  be  benefited  by  the  reduc 
tion  of  the  duty  on  salt. 

How  does  the  price  of  salt  affect  the  soap  bculers? 

As  it  affects  all  other  tradesin  which  ult  is  employed. 

State  the  way  in  which  it  afiects  them. 

The  cheaper  it  is,  the  cheaper  they  will  have  it  if  they 
buy  it. 

Do  yon  know  any  other  (maoufacturing)  purposes  for 
■ah? 

Yes:  it  is  used  in  very  Urge  qiuntities  by  dyers,  when 
it  can  be  had  cheapi  and  in  a  great  variety  of  other  wws. 

With  respect  to  the  salting  of  hides,  T  learn  from  fur- 
ther inquiry,  that  the  butcher  usually  appVea  five  pounds 
of  aalt  to  every  ox  or  cow  hide  which  he  has  occasion  to 
lay  by,  or  to  send  to  the  tanner  at  a  distance. 

Crystalized  aoda  (made  of  salt,)  is  much  used  in 
washing.  Four  hundred  tons  are  annually  made  at  the 
Long  Benton  worka  only. 

Tou  have  slated  that,  dunng  the  last  nx  or  seven 
years,  tt  has  increased  from  one  to  four  hundred  tons. 

Yes. 

This  at  tlie  Long  Benton  works  only? 
Tes. 

Which  is  made  from  salt  duty  free? 

Yea.    They  have  an  exclusive  privilege. 

When  Mr.  B.  had  finished  reading  these  extracts,  and 
expressed  his  regret  that,  out  of  seventy  witnesses  and 
four  hundred  foho  pages  of  testimony,  he  could  resd  no 


more  without  encroaching  too  much  on  the  time  of  the 
Senate,  he  said  he  would  mtroduce  the  testimonv  of  some 
American  witnesses  to  the  same  points^  He  baa  seen  the 
statements  of  the  Englisli  witnesses  last  winter;  and,  being 
desirous  to  hear  what  Americans  would  say  on  the  same 
subject,  he  had,  in  the  course  of  the  last  summer,  ad- 
dressed certain  queries  to  some  friends  and  acquaintances 
in  the  Western  States,  and  had  received  from  mmy  of 
them  communications  of  bo  much  interest  and  value,  that 
he  should  lay  them  before  the  Senate;  and,  first,  woidd 
xhibit  the  queries  for  the  better  understanding  of  the 
answers.  The  names  of  his  correspondents,  ^e  said, 
would  be  known  to  the  members  of  the  Senate  from  the 
Slates  in  which  they  reude)  some  will  be  known  to  the 
Senators  (rom  many  States^  and  «ome  to  the '  whole  body 
of  the  Senate. 

Qtieria  oti  the  stale  of  the  sail  trade  in  the  ll'ettem  States. 

1.  Whether  the  trade  in  salt  is  monopolized?  and,  if  so^ 
at  wiiat  works?  and  over  how  many  States  do  the  sales  of 
these  monopolists  extend? 

2.  The  practices  of  (he  monopolists,  if  any,  to  enhance 
the  price  of  salt,  and  to  prevent  competition? 

3.  The  prices  of  domestic  and  rore^  salt  in  your 
iieighborboiod,  and  the  freight  of  forngn  salt  from  New 
Orleans? 

4.  Whether  the  monopolists  have  established  depots  of 
salt  in  different  States,  and  appointed  agents  to  sell  their 
salt,  and  restricted  the  sales  of  each  depot  to  ita  dWrict? 
How  far  are  the  depots  apart  in  your  State? 

5.  Whether  the  salt  manufacturer!  have  entered  into 
agreements  with  the  mbnopolixers  to  restrict  ttie  quantity 
tu  salt  made  at  the  works?  to  confine  the  sales  to  the  mo- 
nopolists? and  to  stop  working  wells  and  furnaces  for 
pay?  The  meaning  of  the  phrase  "dead  wells,"  and  the 
rent  of  uuch  wells? 

6.  Whether  aalt  ia  sokl  in  your  neigliborhood  by  weight 
or  meaaure?  If  by  wnght,  how  many  pounds  are  allowed 
to  the  bushel?  and  how  much  a  wrighed  bushel  measures? 

7.  In  selUng  by  the  barrel,  is  due  aHowanee  made  for 
the  weight  of  the  barrel,  and  for  the  losaof  salt  in  drying? 
If  not,  what  is  the  difference  between  the  real  and  nomi- 
nal quantity  in  the  barrel? 

8.  Whether  the  monopolists  sell  for  money,  or  country 
produce  ?  for  ready  pay,  or  upon  credit?  and  whetberthe 
price  is  higher  or  lower  since  the  monopoly? 

9.  Do-the  monopolists  rise  and  fall  m  their  prices  ac- 
cording lo  the  presence  or  absence  of  competition?  and 
what  salt  competes  with  them? 

10.  Do  they  realize  greatgsins? 

11.  Whetlier  the  domestic  salt  is  fit  for  pickling  beef 
and  pork,  for  curing  bacon,  and  preserving  butter,  for 
expwtation,  or  consumption  in  the  South,  or  long  keep- 
ing? 


12.  Whether  beef  and  pork,  put  in  common  salt,  will 
be  received  for  the  use  of  the  army  ornavy? 

13.  Tlie  necessity  and  expense  of  repacldng  beef  and 
pork  in  alum  salt,  in  New  Orleans,  which  lias  been  put  up 
in  domestic  salt? 

14.  The  necessity  and  advantage  of  giving  salt  to 
horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs?  Whether  salt  is  not  in- 
dispensable to  stock  in  the  Western  States?  Whether  there 
is  not  a  great  difference  between  inland  and  maritime 
States  in  this  respect?  The  reaMHi  of  that  difference? 
How  much  salt  per  head,  and  how  often  per  week  or 
month  ought  it  to  be  given  to  each  kind  of  stock?  and 
whether  the  farmers  in  your  section  of  the  country  are 
prevented,  by  the  high  price  and  scarcity  of  Hit,  from 
giving  as  much  to  tbeir  stock  as  they  need ' 

15.  The  use  and  -.idvantage  of  salt  in  preserving  hay, 
fodder,  and  clover?  In  restoring  them,  after  being  da- 
maged by  wet? 

St.  Louit,  July,  1830.  . 
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Communieaiion  from  G.  T.  C-  McClaxitahii>,  Esq.  of 
Jackson  county^  North  Alabama,  October,  1830. 

Your  ftnt  qaery — tl>e  trmde  of  salt  is  entirely  monopo- 
lized here  by  Jftmei  WUte,  of  the  IIolMon  anlt  works, 
in  Virgtniii.  I  cuinot -exactly  tell  to  vbat  St&testlicsc 
works  furnish  nit,  but  it  is  to  be  supposed  to  the  western 
piu-ts  of  Virginia,  eaateni  part  of  Tennessee,  h  part  of 
North  Carolina,  the  northern  part  nf  Georgia,  North  Ala- 
bama, and  some  in  South  Alabama,  &c.  Sic. 

Query  2d — Colonel  J.  Wliite  has  a  depot  at  this  place, 
»  mile  and  a  half  from  Tennessee  river,  down  wbicli 
stream  he  boats  bis  salt.  And  if  any  person  else  brings 
sail  here  to  sell,  they  immediately  underbell  that  person 
and  ruin  him.  The  people  sometimes  get  their  salt  from 
Nashville,  when  they  have  a  convenience  of  doin^  so,  and 
it  comes  much  cheaper,  after  paying  land  carriage  one 
hundred  and  thirty  miles,  than  White's  salt;  but  no  per- 
son dares  to  compete  with  him  here;  because  he  can, 
at  lus  will,  undersell  any  person  who  pays  a  land  carriage 
one  hundred  and  tlurty  miles;  and  therefore  instantly 
break  them  up.  One  thin^  is  yet  to  be  told,  which  will 
convince  any  man  of  the  sui  and  oppression  of  this  mo- 
nopolizing system.  This  same  James  White  will  carry  his 
salt  by  us  down  to  Ditto's  landing,  ten  miles  below  Hunts- 
ville,  haul  it  out  to  Winchester,  Tennessee,  which  is  fifty- 
five  miles  of  land  carriage,  and  sell  it  there  so  much  lower 
Ihan  he  will  here  on  the  river  take  it  out  of  his  bonu, 
that  some  of  the  pIanterl^  who  are  able  to  take  their 
wagons  and  cross  a  very  bad  mountain,  (part  of  tlie  Cum- 
berland,) haul  their  salt  over  frOm  Winchester,  which 
is  forty-five  miles  from  this  place.  Is  this  not  oppressive 
to  the  poor?  Would  not  tnis  governmental  monopolist 
wring  from  the  distressed  orphan,  widow,  «hd  war-worn 
soldier,  all  their  earthly  sustenance?  And  yet  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Umtcd  States — this  boasted  land  of  liberty 
and  equal  laws,  countenances  such  oppressive  acts.  Why 
does  Mr.  White  not  sell  as  low  here  on  the  river  as  at 
Winchester,  aAer  carrying  his  salt  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty miles,  fifty-five  by  land,  and  that,  too,  the  very  same 
salt*  Tlie  answer  is  obvious.  At  Winchester  there  is 
some  competition;  it  is  not  so  far  from  Nashville,  where 
foreign  salt  may  be  obtained.  And  this  is  why  he  sells  it 
lower  there  than  at  this  place . 

We  are  here  fenced  in  with  almost  impassable  moun- 
tains, at  a  great  distance  from  any  commercial  depot,  and 
without  the  tneans  of  shunning  the  exorbitant  exactions  of 
Uicse  vampyres,  who  take  the  bread  from  the  mouths  of 
our  children  with  the  calculating  coldness  of  an  Arab; 
and  these  acU  arc  legalized  by  a  Congress  of  freemen. 
We  are  glad  to  hear  the  stern  voice  of  indignation  at  this 
oppression,  uttered  by  some  of  the  patriotic  repuljlicans 
or  that  body)  and  we  should  glory  in  being  among  the 
most  perMCUted  victims,  if  by  that  means  this  most  per- 
nicious system  of  monopoly  could  be  overturned. 

Queiy  3d— Wc  have  no  foreign  salt  here  for  sale;  two 
years  ago  some  gentlemen  brought  a  few  bushels  from 
Nashville,  and  sold  it  for  one  dollar  and  eighly-scM-n  and 
a  half  cents  per  fifty  pounds,  underselling  the  sah  gentle- 
men here  at  that  time.  The  domestic  salt  has  got  lower 
than  it  was  fiwr  years  ago.  Then  it  was  two  dollars  ami 
fifty  cents,  now  one  dollar  and  eighty-seven  cents  to  two 
dollars. 

The  freight  from  New  Orleans  to  Nashville  is  one  cent 
per  pound,  as  I  am  Informed  by  a  merchant  of  this  place, 
and  from  Nashville  to  this  place  one  and  a  quarter  certts 
per  pound. 

4.  There  is  a  ilcnot  here,  and  another  at  Dillo'slanding, 
as  I  am  told,  for  selling  salt.  These  places  arc  about  fif^y- 
five  miles  apart  by  land.  The  remaining  jiart  of  the  ques- 
tion I  do  not  know  any  thing  about. 

5.  Colonel  White,  as  I  have  been  informe<l  by  gnod  an- 
tbority,  leased  the  Preston  salt  works,  in  what  n  called 
New  ^'irginia,  for  nine  or  twelve  thousand  dollars  annu- 


ally; but  1  am  further  informed  that  the  lease  is  out,  and 
the  works  arc  to  go  into  active  operation  to  compete  with 
Wliite,  be  having  let  them  lie  idle  heretofore;  these  are 
"dead  wells,"  but  the  number  of  dead  wells  he  has  1  am 
unable  to  inform  you. 

6.  Salt  is  sold  h:ie  by  wciglit,  fifW  pounds  to  the 
bushel;  and  fifty  pounds  (the  bushel)  of'^tiie  salt  which  I 
tried,  (witliout  pressing,)  measured  1 , 188 .y^Yji'iiS  solid 
inches,  making  4  gallons  1  ^^AYn  l^'f^^  dO'  nieanirc, 
which  is  but  very  little  over  half  a  measured  bushel. 
Therefore,  when  salt  is  two  dollars  the  fif^  poundi^  we 
have  to  pay  at  the  rate  of  three  doHara  and  stx^-six  and 
a  half  cents  the  measured  bushel.  This  is  oppression  in  a 
free  country — this  is  the  fruit  of  the  tariff. 

7.  In  selling  by  the  barrd,  the  weight  of  the  barrel, 
and  the  net  weight  of  salt,  is  sometimes,  nnd  most  com- 
monly, placed  on  the  barrel;  but  the  weight  of  the  bar- 
rel is  marked  much  less  than  its  real  weight. 

They  make  no  deduction  for  the  dr)-mg  of  the  salt. 
One  barrel  I  particularly  weisHicd  out,  and  it  lost  twenty 
pounds;  and  1  am  credibly  informed  that  some  have  lost 
»H  much  as  fifty. 

8.  The  monopolists  here  sell  for  money,  or  cotton  at 
the  cash  price,  which  is  the  same  thing  as  money.  They 
do  not  credit  their  salt.  There  is  always  two  prices  for 
cotton  here — a  cash  and  discount  price.  Merchants!,  in 
taking  in  cotton  for  their  accounts,  give  more  tar  it  than 
they  will  in  money;  ami,  this  is  called  the  ^scount  price. 
The  salt  gentlemen  sell  their  salt  for  cotton,  at  the  cash 
price,  'nie  remiuning  part  of  the  query  I  know  notliing^ 
about. 

9.  The  monopolists  have  fallen  here,  since  they  find 
that  people  would  go  to  Naaliville  for  their  salt,  if  they 
did  not.  But  they  know  at  what  price  to  keep  it  upj 
they  know  the  planters  cannot  take  tlic  trouble  to  go  one 
humlred  aud  thirty  miles  to  Nashville,  to  get  a  little  salt} 
and  they  knownliat  no  person  dares  to  compete  with  them, 
38  they  could  instantly  reduce  the  price  of  their  salt,  and 
thereby  ruin  their  competitor; 

10.  They  certainly  must  realize  great  gains,  or  they 
would  not  give  nine  or  twelve  thousand  dollan  annually  for 
one  manufactory,  to  let  it  lie  idle.  Why  does  not  Con- 
gress lease  all  Uve  salt  works  in  the  United  States,  and 
let  them  lie  idle,  and  then  knock  the  duty  off  of  salt,  if 
they  wish  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  sah,  hf  fitlinff 
the  pockets  of  the  manufacturers?  It  wowld  be  much 
better  for  the  people.  They  would  be  great  gainers  by 
purchasing  the  salt  works,  and  demolishing  them,  or  let- 
ting them  out  at  a  small  rate,  and  then  striking  the  duty 
from  salt. 

The  remaining  queries,  I  am  in  hopes,  will  find  idiler 
persons  to  answer  them  than  T. 


Communication  fivm  a  metlirtg  of  the  cilizena  of  Mudiem 
county,  Alabama,  Sth  of  November,  1830,  the  aul^at  pro- 
posed by  Dr.  WiHiam  H.  GlaueodCf  and  aathentieated 
by  the  signatures  of  Thomas  Jifitkr^  Preriderd^  and 
vharles  A.  Jones,  fteeretary. 

Answer  to  1st.  The  salt  consumed  here  is  almost  ex- 
clusively obtained  fromCol.  James  White's  manufactory, 
of  Vimnia,  and  sold  by  his  ngcnts  in  East  Tennessee,  a 
part  of  North  Alabama,  and  West  Tennessee. 
To  the  2'J.  We  can  give  no  definitive  answer. 
3d.  The  price  of  domestic  salt  is  one  dollar  and  tii-cnty- 
five  cents  per  bushel,  by  the  barrel,  or  one  dollar  and 
seventy-five  cents  by  the  single  busliel.  Foreign  salt  sells  at 
about  the  same.  The  freight  of  salt,  from  New  Orleans  to 
Huntsville,  is  about  one  cent  and  three-fotirths  per  pound. 

4tli.  Colonel  White  hassalt  deposited  in  dif^rent  parts 
of  this  Rbite,  and  otlicrs,  at  varions  distances  from  each 
other,  say  ten  to  fifteen  miles. 

5tli.  Preston's  worka  were  some  time  discontinued 
fotw^ay  ten  thousand  dtdhrs  per  annum. 
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Dutjf  on  Alum  Salt. 


[Skitatx. 


6tb.  UnWersally  sold  bvweu^tiftllowinvfiftf  pounds  to 
the  bushel;  the  meuured  bn&l  will  weigh  from  aeventy 
to  eislity  pounds. 

7ui.  when  the  nit  is  weighed  out  of  the  burd,  it  sel- 
dom holds  out,  and  frequently  loses  from  fire  to  twenty 
pounds.  We  may  adtl,  that,  however  honestly  it  may 
have  been  put  up  at  the  vrkt,  it  is  ^-enerally  brought 
down  in  open  boats,  subject  to  the  winter  rwns,  which 
damasr^  it  more  or  lesaj  and  we  know  of  but  one  of  his 
agents  who  sells  it  any  other  way  than  by  the  marked 
weight. 

8ui.  Salt  is  sold  for  nothing  else  but  ready  money- 
Mi.  Bah  is  sold,  high  or  low,  according  to  conipetition. 
The  Kenhawa  ground  alum  and  Larerpool  are  brought 
ID  but  sparingly,  which  ts  the  only  competition. 

10th.  We  believe  that  White  realizes  great  gains.  We 
are  sustained  in  this  opinion,  from  hia  carrying  it  by  land 
twcnty.five  or  thirtv  miles  fartlier,  where  he  meets  with 
competition,  and  selling  it  fur  less  than  he  does  here- 
lltfa.  Wholly  unfit 
13th.  It  win  not  he  received  for  either. 
13th.  We  can  give  no  correct  answer. 
14th.  Itisindispensablefbrstockofaltkinds.  Itistbought 
they  require  more  in  the  Western  States  than  maritime 
States,  owing,  probablv,  to  the  absence  of  the  sea  breeze, 
and  vapor  impregnated  with  salt  coming  from  the  sea,  and 
alighting  on  the  vegetable  matter.  Stock  of  all  kinds 
should  be  salted  twice  a  week;  but,  owing  to  the  high 
price  of  aalt,  the  stock  are  probably  not  saKed  more  than 
once  In  tvo  -week%  on  an  average.  From  ^e  best  ac- 
counts, three  thousand  barrels  of  salt  ai-e  consumed  an- 
nually in  Madison  county,  averaging  about  six  busbels  (of 
fifty  pounds)  to  the  barrel.  Tlie  population  being  about 
twenty-seven  thousand,  gives  us  an  average  of  thirty-three 
pounds  and  one-third  to  each  person.  Were  those  heavy 
duties  taken  off,  the  consumption  would  be  much  greater. 

Uth.  Salt  is  thought  to  be  useful  in  preserving  hay,  fod- 
der, and  clover;  each  will  keep  well  if  sprinkled  over  with 
it,  though  not  thoroughly  cured  when  put  up.  More- 
over, our  pork  is  often  spoiled  from  the  want  of  a  suffi- 
ciency of  salt  to  pack  it  up  in,  which  we  cannot  obtun  on 
account  of  the  high  price.  Thousands,  and  tens  of  ^ou- 
sanda  of  pounds  are  often  lost  from  that  circumstance 
ah>ne.  Alum  salt  would  be  an  immense  saving  to  Nortb 
Alabama,  in  that  one  particular. 

RtMoloed,  therefore,  ungnintoualv.  That  the  delegation 
from  this  State,  as  well  as  those  of  our  sister  States,  have 
our  imfetgned  thanks  for  their  exertions  and  co-operation 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  with  Mr.  Benton,  in  endea- 
.  Toringto  repe^  the  duty  on  salt;  and  that  we  request  our 
delegation  to  use  their  utmost  to  effect  the  repeal  of  a 
tax  so  burdensome  to  us,  and  of  no  ultimate  advantage  to 
any  State. 

Commut^mtien  from  Cobatl  F.  W.  Burtmt,  formtrly  of 
Nertk  CaroBrUit  now  of  MtirfiaAanaignf  Temuaaett 
dided  Dteanber  8.  1830. 

Your  Gtvor  of  July  last,  propounding  fifteen  queries  on 
the  state  of  the  salt  trade  m  the  Western  States,  was  re- 
ceived  in  due  time.  To  the  thirteen  first  of  these  queries, 
I  am  sure  that  the  commercial  gendemen  of  the  country 
can  render  a  much  more  correct  and  satis&ctory  answer 
than  I  can. 

To  the  foarteenth  I  will  observe,  that  salt  is  indispen- 
sably necesaary  to  the  good  condition  of  horaes,  homed 
CKttM,  sheep,  and  hogs,  m  the  Western  States.  It  is  bene- 
ficial in  the  maritime  States  likewise,  and  the  more  so  as 
you  recede  from  the  seaboard.  The  waterv  constituent 
parts  of  the  atmosphere  on  the  seaboard  take  with  them 
salt,  wjiich  is  inlialed  by  these  animals,  and  thereby  they 
are  supplied  with  that  salt  which  is  necessary  for  the  neal^- 
fiil  condition  of  all  aninuJs,  both  gnuiiTorous  and  herbu- 
lent,uid  to  some  of  those  that  are  canurorouB.  lliequan- 
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tity  of  salt,  per  head,  to  each  kind  of  stock,  will  depend 
on  tlie  food  with  which  they  are  supplied.  If  with  ^frain, 
less;  if  with  herbs,  more  salt.  1  am  sure,  if  the  price  of 
salt  be  reduced,  the  Armers  in  thisaection  of  the  country 
would  give  thar  stock  a  better  supply,  and  that  thdr  im- 
provement would  be  in  proportion  to  the  increased  quan< 
tity  given.  To  err,  by  an  excess,  is  not  to  be  appre- 
hended. 

To  the  fifteenth  query  I  will  remark,  that  the  use  of  sal^ 
in  the  preservation  of  hay,  is  well  expended.  And  if  new 
mowed  hay,  or  clover,  or  other  grasses,  be  packed,  a 
layer  of  hay,  and  a  laver  of  straw,  cither  wheat,  oats,  or 
rye,  and  a  good  supply  of  salt  to  each  layer  be  added,  you 
make  the  best  of  food  for  hones  and  came. 

I  approve,  rery  highly,  your  intention  to  repeal,  if  you 
can,  the  salt  tax,  totally  and  promptly.  In  xnm,  and  Ul 
efforts  of  your  useful  life,  I  wiA  you  success. 

Communication  from  dmeral  WOUam  HaU,  o/"  Sumner 
couTity,  ^Wmmee,  dated  December  8,  1830. 

I  received  your  "  queries  on  the  state  of  the  salt  trade 
in  the  Western  States,"  in  due  timet  and  have  delayed 
answering  them,  only  that  I  might  obtain  all  tbe  informa- 
tion withm  my  reach  necessary  to  a  correct  reply.  The 
queries  will  be  answered  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
proposed, Nos.  1,  2,  &c.,  answering  to  the  corresponding 
numbers  in  the  queries. 

I.  The  salt  made  at  the  Kenhawa  works,  from  whence 
a  large  portion  of  the  suppljF'  for  this  State,  Ohio,  Ken- 
tucky, Indiana,  and  Illinois,  is  obtained,  is  monopolized. 

3.  The  monopolists  have  depots  and  agents  in  the  dif- 
ferent States,  supplied  by  them,  who  are  required  to  ac- 
count quarterly  liir  sales,  wluch  are  made  for  cash,  and  at 
prices  fixed  by  the  monopolists. 

3.  The  prices  of  domestic  and  foreign  salt  vary  fVom 
seventy  to  one  hundred  cents  per  busbsrof  fifty  pounds. 
Freight  from  New  Orleans  may  be  bad  at  fifly  cents  per 
hundred  pounds. 

4.  Answered  in  No.  3. 

5.  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtun  any  satisfactory  infor- 
mation as  to  this  query. 

6.  Salt  is  sold  in  this  State,  and  throughout  the  Western 
country,  by  weight.  The  measured  bushel  weighs  from 
twenty  to  twenty-fire  pounds  more  than  tbe  weighed 
bushel. 

7.  An  allowance  is  made  for  the  weight  of  the  barrel, 
though  none  fbr  the  loss  of  salt  in  drying. 

8.  Is  answered,  in  part,  previoudy.  ^le  price  is  lugher 
since  'the  monopoly. 

9.  The  price  of  salt  is  related  by  the  quanti^  in 
market.  The  quantity  of  foreign,  or  other  domestic  sal^ 
brought  to  this  market,  is  inconsiderable. 

10.  The  monopolists  realize  great  gains. 

I I .  Although  Kenhawa  salt  is  very  superior  to  any  other 
domestic  sah  bro^ht  to  this  market,  I  am  informed  that 
nearly  all  the  beerand  pork  tioni  the  Western  coantiy  b 
repacked  In  fivugn  nit,  other  for  itupment,  or  for  the 
army  or  navy. 

13.  See  No.  11. 

13.  I  am  not  informed  as  to  the  price  of  repacking  beef 
or  pork  which  has  been  put  up  in  domestic  salt. 

14.  The  necessity  and  advantage  of  giving  salt  to  stock 
of  every  kind  is  umrersally  admitted.  It  is  indispensable 
in  the  Western  States,  and  ought  to  be  given  to  all  Unds 
of  stock  about  once  a  week,  and  to  each  head  of  horses 
or  cattle  from  two  to  four  ounces  at  a  time,  and  leas  than 
half  that  quanti^  to  sheep  or  hogs,  though  farmers  in  tins 
section  are  prevented  from  giving  their  stock  tbe  neces- 
sary quantum  of  salt,  owing  to  the  ni^price  of  the  article. 

15.  The  use  and  advantage  of  salt  in  preserving  of  hay, 
fodder,  and  clorer,  is  admitted  by  all  practical  liuiDers, 
altbou^  but  few  avul  themselves  of  the  advantage,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  scarcity  and  high  price  of  salt. 
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CommuniaUienfiom  lAtutenanl  Governor  Bnaihiit,  of  Sen- 
tuekj/,  daUd  BuneUmOe,  Nov.  16,  1330. 

Hy  infomwtioD  will  not  enublc  me  to  uuver  your  favor 
on  the  state  of  tlie  salt  trade  in  detail. 

From  the  general  opinion  on  the  subject,  there  is  no 
doubt  there  was,  durinigf  th«  last  year,  an  extenuve  sah 
inonopoly  supplied  from  the  Kenhawa  works.  Depots 
were  bra  principally  on  the  watercourses  for  salt,  where 
it  was  Tended  by  their  af^ents,  sometimes  on  a  credit  of 
four  or  six  months.  Whether  it  continues  the  present 
season,  I  am  not  advised.  Those  depots  extended  to  Ten- 
nessee. Sales  were  made  for  money.  There  ig  bat  little 
foreign  salt  brotigfat  into  this  nrighborhood:  I  cannot, 
^erefore,  state  tlw  difference  In  price.  This  neighbor- ' 
hood  is  supplied  from  the  Illinois  saline,  and  the  Kenhawa 
adt  from  the  latter  is  preferred  to  preserve  meat.  It  is 
not  so  white  and  clean  as  that  from  the  saline.  It  is  usually 
sold  by  weight — 50  lbs.  to  the  bushel,'  when  sold  by  the 
barrel.  The  tare  of  the  barrel  ia  taken  off,  and  the  salt  is 
generally  weighed  at  the  time  of  sale.  It  is,  however, 
Bometimes  otherwise.  About  this  time  last  year,  U)ecom> 
mon  price,  at  this  place,  was  one  dolUr  per  biisheli  now, 
it  may  be  purcbtwd  at  seventy-five  cents.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  salt  is  indispensable  for  the  use  oF  stock,  and 
particularly  in  this  country.  Much  stock  has  been  raised 
upon  the  gnzing  the  forest  affords,  and  if  they  are  fur> 
nished  plentifully  with  salt,  tliey  are  fat.  Hence  tlie  ne- 
cessity of  its  being  as  cheap  as  possible,  and  because,  alto, 
of  its  universal  use  by  all.  I  was  pleased  at  the  reduction 
of  the  duties  last  seSMon  on  coffee,  tea,  molasses,  and  salt. 
I  shouM  bo  pleased,  however,  to  see  the-duties  retained  on 
nianafacturod  articles,  so  that  our  own  manufactories  may 
enter  into  competition  with  foreign  one%  and  make  a  rea- 
sonable profit.  I  would  not  have  them  to  have  unreason- 
able profit:  then  it  would  be  a  tax  upon  one  portion  for 
the  benefit  of  the  olher.  The  point  to  stop  at  ia  one  of 
difficulty,  and  requires  great  experience  and  much  re- 
search. 

1  ahould  be  pleased  to  liear  from  you  occasionally. 

StttUmtnt  of  the  Bm.,  Mr.  Lyon,  of  Senluda/. 

Tliat,  being  a  member  of  a  mercantile  house  which  rc- 
eeired  a  quantity  of  salt  from  the  Kenliawa  Salt  Company, 
to  sell  on  eommisuon,  in  the  years  1826- V,  with  instruc- 
tions to  sell  at  the  original  mark  or  lick  weight,  finding 
many  of  the  barreb  greatly  deficient  in  wei^t,  varying 
fixm  lO  to  30  per  cent.,  they  rcweighed,  and  sold  a  quan- 
tity at  the  real  weightj  tliat,  when  me  ftgent  of  the  com- 
pany came  on,  he  was  diwitiifled,  and  said  it  was  their 
custom  to  sell  elsewhere  at  tlte  original  mark,  and  that  it 
must  be  so  sold  there,  which  they  refused  to  do.  The 
agency,  and  the  salt  on  band,  were  transferred  to  oUier 
bands]  and  that  he  has  great  reason  to  believe  the  neccs- 
■tiet  of  the  people,  in  many  instances,  compelled  them  to 
purchase  the  deficient  barrels  at  their  marked  weight. 

Also,  that,  being  in  company  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Benton, 
of  the  Senate,  in  ascending  the  Ohio  from  Cincinnati,  last 
fidL  on  board  the  steamboat  Emigrant,  said  to  belong  tu, 
and  be  in  the  employ  of,  the  Kenhawa  Salt  Company, 
which  was  towing  a  kecl-boat  to  Mayaville,  Kentucky, 
loaded  with  alum  or  foreign  salt,  and  delivered  there  for 
the  purpose  of  saUinr  pork  in  that  part  of  Kentucky. 
1830. 

Commumcidum  frma  Qtnerel  Mikoy,  of  Delphtf  Indiana, 
dattdNov,  35,  1830. 
I  received  your  letter  requesting  information  relative  to 
tlie  salt  ti-ade  of  this  country.  My  limited  acquwntance 
with  mercantile  business  win  enable  me  to  say  but  little 
frcHu  my  own  knowlcd^  on  the  subject.  I  can  say,  how- 
ever, that  the  belief  is  tmiversal,  and  uncontradicted  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  that  agents  employed  by  tlie  salt 


manufacturers  furnish  exclusively  the  supply  of  that  article 
for  the  valley  of  the  Wabash;  and  that  none  is  permitted 
tobe  vended  by  others,  so  faras  can  be  prevented  by  them; 
and  that  tf)OBe  agents  arc  regulated  by  fixed  prices,  under 
which  they  may  not  sell,  but  can  raise  the  price  in  propur> 
tion  to  the  demand.  It  is  also  believed  that  a  scarcity  of 
salt  is  ftrquently  occasioned  by  the  inadequacy  of  the  ma- 
nufactories to  produce  sufficient  supplies,  or  that  those 
monopolists  hoard  it  up  for  the  purpose  of  extorting  exor- 
bitant pricest  neither  of  which  causes  woiUd  operate  to 
produce  die  tcsmty  and  high  price  so  oppressive  to  the 
West,  was  the  salt  trade  left  open  to  the  natural  course  of  ' 
competition. 

The  monopoly  of  the  salt  trade  ia  notorious,  and  is  one 
of  the  greatest  grievances  to  be  complained  of  in  the  West; 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  unrestricted  importation  of  alum 
snit  is,  perhaps,  the  only  method  which  can  be  adopted 
efTectunlly  to  hreak  it  down^unless  Congress  should  think 
proper  to  declare  it  a  criminal  offence  to  attempt  a  mono- 
poly of  any  article  of  necessary  consumption,  as  the  British 
Parliament  has  done,  and  render  such  offence  punhhable 
by  fine  and  imprisonment,  which  even  would  not  be  so 
effectual. 

It  will  not  be  disputed  but  that  a  supply  of  alum  salt  is 
necessary  in  the  West,  even  if  the  domestic  salt  was  ob- 
tainable unembarrassed  by  monopoly,  from  its  superior 
qualities  in  the  preservation  of  beef  and  pork  in  a  southern 
market,  where  we  must  of  necessi^  send  our  surplus  of 
those  articles.  It  is  believed  by  stock  niisen^  that  a  much 
larger  quantity  of  salt  is  necessary  for  stock  in  the  West- 
em  than  in  the  Atlantic  States,  owing,  doubUcss,  to  the 
nature  of  the  food  on  which  the>-  are  suhsiated,  and  tlie 
diseases  to  which  they  are  subject. 

I  should  have  been  much  gratified  to  have  been  able  to 
furnish  you  information  on  all  the  points  on  which  3  0U  re- 
quest it,  and  should'have  done  it  most  chccrfulljr  had  I 
been  in  possession  of  it.  Not  doubting,  however,  but  that 
the  method  you  have  taken  will  elicit  it  in  abundance,  I 
sliall,  therefore,  rest  satisfied,  anxiously  desiring  the  suc- 
cessful result  of  your  t-flbrts  to  repeal  tiie  salt  tax  entirely, 
concurring  with  you  in  opinion  tiiat  it  is  the  best  st-rvice 
that  can  be  vondereJ  to  the  West  next  to  the  graduation 
of  the  price  of  public  lands:  in  both  of  w  hich  great  West- 
ern measures,  you  have  the  concurrence  of  a  vast  majority 
of  tlie  West  most  ardently  wishing  you  success. 

Communication  from  General  Tipton,  of  Indiana,  dtded 
Logatupori,  Indiana,  AW.  24,  18.)0. 

Your  printed  letter  of  July  last  has  been  duly  received, 
and  I  have  made  strict  inquiry  of  merchants,  and  other 
gentlemen  of  intelligence  of  this  vicinity,  in  relation  to  the 
salt  monopoly.  From  facts  collected  from  them,  and  some 
within  my  own  knowledge,  I  have  no  hcs'.t&tion  in  sayir.g 
that  there  is  and  has  been  for  years,  a  monopoly  of  that 
article,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  pooJ-er  class  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Indiana. 

Deposits  for  the  sale  of  B.^lt  are  established  along  tlie 
Ohio  and  the  Wabash  rivers,  at  from  thirty  to  forty  miles 
from  each  other,  by  monopolists  from  Kenhawa,  in  Virgi- 
nia, and  from  Kentucky.  One  agent  of  these  monopolists 
is  at  this  villagct  another  at  Lafiiyctte,  forty  miles  below, 
who  rise  or  ml  in  their  prices  a'cen^ing  to  the  compete 
tion  they  meet,  and*  by  this  means,  oppress  the  poor,  and 
amass  wealth  to  themselvea  to  a  very  large  amount  per 
annum. 

The  Bait  manufactured  at  the  wells  at  Kenhawa,  and  in 
Kentucky,  will  not  preserve  pork  in  the  Southern  climate. 
In  the  winter  of  1822  1  descended  the  rivers  to  New  Or- 
leans, with  a  quantity  of  pork  put  up  with  salt  made  at 
the  wells  of  these  monopolists.  Soon  after  my  arrival 
at  New  Orleans,  T  wa«  cmnpellcd  to  purchase  Turk^a 
Island  sah,  and  repack  mv  porkt  thereby  Incurring  an  rx- 
pense  of  one  hundred  ana  fif^  dollars. 
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Duly  on  Mum  Salt. 


[SXVATB. 


I  bare  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  of  grett  benefit  to  In 
diana  to  repeal  the  hw  leryinff  a  duty  on  foreign  salt. 

Cmmtmieation  from  J.  G.  Head,  Etq.  member  of  the  Sen- 
ate m  t&e  State  of  BidianOt  dated  WaJutaian  County  ^ 
J^.  30,  1S30. 

I  received  yours  of  July  last,  and  am  sorry  that  it  ii  not 
in  my  pover  to  gire  ^ou  a  more  full  account  of  the  subject 
nuttter  therein  contained.  Relative  to  the  act  of  last  win- 
ter reducing  the  du^  on  salt^  I  have  only  to  say  that,  in 
this  aecUon,  it  met  with  xlmost  universal  satisftcUon,  and 
« J[K*t  anzie^  is  expressed  that  the  entire  duty  be  taken 
on  this  winter. 

I  now  proceed  to  answer,  in  a  brief  and  contuse  manner, 
a  few  of  the  queriea  propounded  by  you. 

IM.  "Whether  the  trade."  Sec.— It  ii,  but  st  what 
works  particuho-ly  I  do  not  know-  The  monopoly  extends 
throughout  this  State,  and,  I  am  mfbrmed,  generally 
throughout  the  Western  States. 

3d.  "Theprice,"&c.— Domesticsaltisfl  25(  foreign 
^1  50.  The  freight  from  Mew  Orleans  is  one  dollar  per 
hundred. 

4th.  "Whether,"  8tc — ^They  have*  the  depots  are  ge- 
nerally  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles. 

6th.  "Whether  salt."  &c— It  *ig  sold  by  weight,  M  Iba. 
to  the  bushel;  a  weighed  bushel  win  not  measure  more 
than  three  pecks. 

8th.  "  Whether,"  &c.—Tltey  sell  only  for  cash  in  hand. 
The  price  is  higher  since  the  monopoly. 

9th.  Do  tlw,"  &c. — I  do  not  know,  but  presume  they 
do.   Foieign  adt  competes  with  them. 

11th.  "  Whether."  &c  It  is  not. 

13tfa.  "The  expense,"  8ic. — Some  few  years. ago,  I 
had  a  number  of  barrels  repacked  in  New  Orieans.  which 
had  been  put  up  in  domestic  salt:  it  cost  me  13}  per 
barrel,  and  IS}  cents  for  each  hoop  that  was  fumiaheci  in 
the  place  of  those  that  got  broken  m  the  process.  I  pre- 
sume the  price  is  nearly  the  same  yet. 

I4th.  "TbeDecessity,"ltc— Salttoatockinthiscoun- 
try  is  of  great  importaneet  wiUuut  it,  but  few  eould  be 
n^aed.  It preybntsmanr (border^ fcc.i  andmanyfarm- 
ers  here  are  prevented,  mMn  the  high  price  and  scarcity 
of  salt,  to  give  them  what  they  need. 

15th.  "  The  use."  &c — It  ia  of  great  use.  It  is  found 
to  be  an  advantage  of  at  least  50  per  cent  to  bay,  parttcu- 
briy  prairie  bay.  that  is  of  little  or  no  use  withoutsalt.  is 
fimnato  be  simoit  equal  to  fodder  when  prope^  put  op 
ioaah. 

VommttmaUion  Jrom  Gen.  W.  H.  Harriaon,  of  Ohio,  dated 
WaAington  City,  Feb.  5,  1831. 

I  have  always  supposed,  and  every  year's  experience 
confirms  me  in  the  opinion,  that  the  duty  on  salt  (at  least 
the  hi|^  rate  of  duty  lately  pud)  was  injurious  to  the  in- 
terest of  agriculture  in  that  part  of  the  Western  country 
in  which  I  reside.  One  of  our  staples,  and  the  one  wlucn 
I  believe  yields  the  most  profit  to  the  farmer,  is  pork. 
The  increase  of  its  manufacture  (if  I  may  so  call  it,  mean- 
ing the  preparation  of  it  in  barrels  for  exportation)  is 
alu^tber  astonislung.  It  is  believed  tha^  in  Cincinnati 
alone,  there  were  slaughtered  and  packed  this  year  one 
himdred  thousand  ^OjPt  averaguig  at  least  six  doflan^  and 
thus  scattering  9600^000  amongst  the  &rmera.  It  b  ascer- 
tained, beyond  contradiction,  tliat  sea  salt  is  necessary  to 
prevent  its  spoiling  in  its  pass^^e  through  the  hot  climate 
of  the  Hissisffippi,  in  its  course  to  a  foreign  market,  or  to 
ourown  Atlantic  ports.  In  both  of  these,  our  pork,  of  late 
years,  has  acquired  a  very  hi^  character-  This  is  due  to 
the  experience  which  1ms  been  acquired  in  packing^  and 
to  the  exclusive  use,  when  it  can  be  procured,  of  s(3i  salt 
B^ore  that  article  waa  brought  to  Ciouanatibv  the  atealn- 
bnt%  the  pork  which  wu  prepared  vi&  tne  Weitem 


salt  was  always  repacked  at  New  Orleans,  when  sent  to 
a  market  beyond  that  place,  at  an  expense  of  one  dollar 
per  barrel,  and  sometunea  witli  a  considerable  deduction 
(Tom  the  quantity,  from  the  rejection  of  tainted  pieces. 
And,  indeed,  after  its  arrival  at  the  foreign  market,  it 
brought  a  much  less  price  than  the  pork  of  the  Atlantic 
States,  which  had  been  cured  with  sea  salt  From  these 
facts,  it  must  be  evident,  that,  in  proportion  to  the  abun- 
dance and  the  cheapness  of  sea  salt  tn  the  city  of  Cincin- 
nati, the  price  of  pork  must,  in  a  great  measure,  be  gov- 
erned, and  the  price  in  tlitt  great  Buul  governs  it  in  the 
surroun^ng  States. 

In  the  year  IS36  or  *7,  the  pork  market  opened  in  Cin- 
cinnati tolerably  well)  but  the  pork  dealers  from  the  At- 
lantic cities,  finding  a  great  deficienqr  of  aea  salt,  and  that 
at  a  venr  high  price,  refused  to  purchase,  and  the  article 
fell  to  <3  and  $2  50  per  hundred. 

The  objection,  in  the  Western  country,  that  lias  been 
urged  against  abolishing  or  reducing  the  duty  on  salt,  is, 
the  apprehension  tliat  it  may  destroy  the  Western  manu- 
factories of  that  article.  Against  the  probabiUty  of  this 
occurrence  is  the  fact  of  the  advance  of  price  in  the  do- 
mestic article  of  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  per 
centum  in  the  course  of  six  or  seven  year*.  I  am  not  able 
to  say  what  is  the  cost  of  manufacturing  the  domestic  arti- 
cle at  the  several  works  in  the  Western  country.  -  I  have 
understood,  and  believe,  that  from  tliirty  to  thirty-five  cents 
was  considered  a  fair  price  for  it  in  Cincinnati  some  veara 
ago.  It  ia  not  now  sold  lower  than  fifW  centsi  and,  for 
some  time  in  December  last,  sixtf-twoandabalf  ixnto  per 
bushel  of  50  lbs.  was  chai^d  fior  it. 

I  will  add  the  further  &ct  against  the  successful  compe- 
tition of  the  import^ed  with  the  Western  salt  for  domestic 
purposes,  for  which  the  latter  is  equally  ffood  with  the 
former,  that  the  salting  of  pork  commencing  in  the  be- 
ginning of  December,  the  salt  must  be  imported  in  the 
apriag  wluch  ia  intoided  to  supply  the  market—the  usual- 
ly low  state  oi  the  rivers  in  the  summer  and  fidl  prevent- 
ing the  navigation  in  these  seasons.  Tlie  investment  of 
mon^,  ther^ire,  fay  the  tnerdiant  in  the  avtiele  must  be 
made  at  least  ^  mootha  bdbre  he  can  efibet  aseie  of  it. 

Commumeation  Jrom  Mm  C.  Webb,  E»q.  ^  ASemimt 
dated  Caae  Gvrmdimtt  eotrnftf  of  Jadaon,  Nbvei^er  Si. 
1830. 

I  saw  in  the  Jackson  Mercury,  August  30.  a  request  of 
yours  to  the  citizens  of  the  West  for  information  or  an- 
swers to  several  queries  on  the  article  of  salt.  Consider- 
i  ng  myself  interested  in  the  matter,  I  shall  endeavor  to  an- 
swer them  so  far  as  my  own  knowledge  of  the  matter 
extends. 

To  the  first  query  1  know  but  little  of  myself  further 
than  this:  there  are  snne  merchants  amongst  us  that  have 
been  q>ptied  to  for  aah,  and  projiosed  trade  in  {»ymentt 
their  reply  was,  they  were  aelhng  on  comnuanoo,  sad 
could  take  nothing  else  but  money  for  it 
The  second  query  I  know  nothing  about 
3d.  The  price  of  domestic  salt  in  Jackson,  varies  from 
one  dollar  to  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  per  fifty  pounds, 
and  that  we^hed  with  dd  nuty  steelyaras  that  will  not 
{nvponderate,  for  e^t  ot  ten  pouoda.  Foreign  salt  is 
never  lower  than  one  dollar  and  twenty^re  cents  per 
6Rj  pounds.  Domestic,  by  the  barrel,  variea  from  sevens- 
five  to  eighty-seven  and  a  half  cents;  foreign  ditto,  one 
dollar  per  fifty  pounds  by  the  sack,  ^er  paying  for  the 
weight  of  the  sack,  and  then  adding  fifty  cents  more  for 
the  sack.  The  common  frei^tage  from  New  Orleans  to 
the  Cape,  from  seventy-five  cents  to  one  dollar  per  hun* 
dred. 

4th.  As  to  ttus  query  I  know  nothing  of  myself. 
5th.  TUt  I  Ukewiie  know  nottuiw  about 
6di.  TluB  queiy  I  hare  answered  u  to tiie  wdfhtper 
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bushel,  only  the  measured  bushel,  which,  ss  near  as  I  can 
say  pointed,  domestic  salt  will  weigh  from  sixty-five  to 
seventy,  fbrei^  ditto,  from  seventy-five  to  eighty-five, 

7th.  In  selling  by  the  barrel,  thirty  pounds  is  allowed 
for  the  barrel;  if  you  take  it  by  the  nominal  quantity,  you 
pay  Kventy-flve  centst  but  if  you  have  it  weired*  e'ig^ty- 
seven  and  a  half  eenti  ia  moat  common. 

8th.  As  to  the  manner  of  selling,  it  ii  for  money  alone, 
utd  that  in  band]  no  produce  nor  credit  in  the  case  will 
answer. 

9th.  It  appears  that  there  is  no  competition  hercj  when 
there  is  a  scarcity  it  is  sure  to  tise,  and  plenty  never  brings  : 
it  down  lower  than  the  above  stated  prices. 

10th.  This  query  I  cannot  answer. 

11th.  As  to  domestic  salt  tiiey  will  not  receive  beef  or 
pork  pioklcd  with  it,  «nd  it  does  not  anawer  for  butta  for 
exportation. 

13th.  Beef  nor  pork  will  not  be  recrired  in  New  Or- 
leans if  put  up  in  common  salt. 

18th.  If  any  does  go  down  put  up  in  common  mlt,  it 
has  to  be  repacked  with  one  bushel  of  alum  salt  for  each 
barrel. 

14th.  I  have  long  experienced  Uie  advantage  of  giving 
salt  to  stock  of  every  kind)  if  I  am  working  my  horses,  and 
iher  &il  eating,  give  them  salt  or  salt  and  water  to  drink; 
I  discover  it  immediately  restores  them  to  thtir  appetite, 
and  they  perform  their  labor  much  better.  Through  the 
winter  I  salt  them  twice  a  week,  and  through  the  working 
season  ever  other  day.  I  find  it  necessary  to  salt  cattle 
throu|^i  the  winter  once  a  week,  they  eat  tlieir  rough 
fiMd  much  bettN,  and  look  better  in  the  springi  and  when 
the  grass  and  heTl>s  begin  to  put  up,  I  find  it  necessary  to 
Mdt  every  other  day,  and  then  through  the  summer  twice 
k  week,  and  have  always  noticed,  if  I  neglected  stdting 
one  week,  my  milch  cows  ikiled  of  their  milk.  I  have 
some  neighbors  that  seldom  salt  their  stock  at  all,  and  I 
take  notice  that  my  cattle  look  as  well  in  the  spring  as 
thrirs  do  in  the  Their  reason  for  not  salting  Uiey 

say  ii^  that  salt  ia  so  dear.  Sheep  and  hogs  require  salt 
Kt  any  rate  once  a  week  through  the  summer;  hogs  put 
up  fatten  much  better  by  being  well  salted. 

15th.  lite  advantage  of  salt  for  damaged  bay  ]  know  is 
great.  I  have  seen  hay  that  looked  like  it  was  almost  en- 
tirely spoiled,  and  when  stacked  up  with  salt,  cattle  eat  it 
clean,  and  looked  well;  but  bait  selling  so  high  as  it  does, 
prevents  us  poor  people  from  having  it  by  us  even  for  the 
use  of  our  stock  and  pickling  up  our  meat,  as  nothing  but 
money  will  get  it.  Go  to  a  merchant,  and  ask  if  he  wants 
any  kind  of  produce,  if  he  says  yes— well,  1  will  bring  it 
at  such  a  day— 1  want  some  salt  to  pickle  up  my  meat,  for 
J  have  got  no  money — his  reply  is,  my^salt  is  &  cash,article; 
I  cannot  sell  it  for  produce.  Well,  I  am  obliged  to  have 
salt;  if  you  will  trust  me  a  little  while,  I  will  pay  you  the 
money  for  it.  His  reply  then  is,  I  merely  bring  salt  for 
accommodation;  I  make  nothing  on  it;  1  must  liave  the 
money  down,  or  othenrise,  wiU  reply,  I  am  aelling  en 
comnuanon,  and  am  obliged  to  have  the  money.  On  these 
terms  I  have  known  men  to  do  without  Mlt  until  they  had 
Buffered  considerably  for  want  of  that  article,  unless  they 
could  borrow  of  a  neighbor. 

Honorable  sir,  if  your  interference  in  Congress  can 
nritigate  the  matter,  it  will  confer  a  very  requisite  favor  on 
our  neighborhood. 

Mr.  B.,  after  reading  or  referring  to  these  communica- 
tions, which  were  givpn  under  the  autliors'  names,  stated 
that  he  had  another  of  very  material  import  which  he 
would  read  to  the  Senate,  but  without  the  name.  He  had 
the  less  reluctance  in  doing  this,  because  he  had  endea- 
vored to  give  to  the  agent  of  the  Kenhawa  company,  who 
hod  been  in  attendance  upon  the  other  House  during  the 
sesnon,  an  opportunity  to  answer.  He  had  communicated 
tlie  statement  to  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Manufiic- 
tures,  whose  name  he  was  at  liberty  to  mention,  [Mr.  J. 


8.  BahbOvr,  of  Yir^nia,]  for  the  express  ptirpose  of 
enabling  the  agent  to  answer  it  before  that  committee, 
but  who  had  not  availed  himself  of  that  opportunity, 

Statement  of  a  dtizen  of  Ken/unoa,  fumiahedat  anonymoua, 
that  he  may  not  compromise  hia  trLnquilUty,  but  toitk 
tlie  namea  of  thepayen  and  receivers  in  the  "  dead  loeW 
ayatem;  the  namet  wing  novo  omitted^  aa  it  is  nof  the  ob- 
ject of  Mr.  B.  to  inlerfire  with  iwSwduali,  but  to  ea^poae 
a  system. 

**  Dead  wells  are  now  common  at  the  Kenhawa  salinea^ 
and  are  giving  to  the  place  a  dilapidated  and  melanchtdy 
appearance,  and  dcnng  a  real  injury  to  the  country.  There 
are  many  of  these  dead  wells,  and  monopolizers  pay  the 
owner  for  letting  them  remain  idle.    •  v*    •    and,  *  * 

*  receive  about  $1,500  per  annum  for  two  dead  wells. 

*  *    *    receives  about  ^,000  per  annum  for  one.  * 

*  *  about  $1,500  per  annum  for  another.  Many  others 
receive  less  or  greater  sums  upon  the  same  terms.  Bende* 
dead  wells,  there  are  also  unborn  wells,  whose  owners  are 
pud  for  not  letting  tbem  be  dug.  I  know  several  of 
this  land.  •  •  •  receiveii  $1,330  per  anntim  not  to 
dig  a  well  on  his  Und;  •  *  *  receives  $1,500  annually 
on  the  same  terms;  *  *  ■  receives  $2,500  per  annum 
in  the  same  way;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  many  others,  and 
it  b  all  a  thing  of  notoriety  in  the  neighborhood.  Before 
the  monopoly,  the  price  of  salt  was  about  a  shilling  a 
bushel,  as  it  is  called,  and  as  often  under  as  above  that 
price,  and  it  could  be  got  for  any  kind  of  trade;  since  the 
monopoly,  it  is  fifty  cents  cash,  and  none  will  be  sold  for 
rcttul  to  the  people  of  the  States,  except  to  those  who  wiU 
bind  themsuves  to  avc»d  competition  mth  the  monopoliz- 
ers at  their  depots.  Tlie  company  that  monopolize  the 
works  are  the  chief  shippers,  and  through  their  agents 
retail  to  tlie  people  in  most  of  the  Western  States,  fixing 
iheir  own  price,  tlieir  own  weight,  and  the  quantity  which 
each  State  is  to  have,  except  so  fiir  as  they  are  interfered 
with  by  alum  salt  from  New  Orleans." 

After  reading,  or  referring  to  the  extracts  of  evidence, 
taken  before  tlie  Committee  of  the  British  House  of  Corh 
mons  on  the  salt  dutie^  and  reading  or  stating  the  com- 
munications received  by  himself  from  citizens  of  the  West- 
ern States,  Mr.  Bbxtoit  proceeded  to  make  copious  and 
extended  remarks  upon  the  uses  of  salt  in  agriculture  and 
manufactures;  the  difference  between  the  impure  and  in- 
ferior salt  made  by  boiling  well  water,  ai^  the  clean,  pure 
and  crystallized  salt  made  by  the  rays  of  the  sui)»  in  hot 
climates,  out  of  the  water  oi  ■  the  sea;  the  variety  of  usee 
to  wliich  the  well  «'ater  salt  was  wholly  unfit  and  inade- 
quate; and  the  cruel  injustice,  on  tiie  part  of  tiie  Federal 
Government,  of  cxpelUnp  the  pure  salt  from  the  countiy 
by  an  oppresmve  tax,  which  might  otherwise  be  had  both 
cheap  and  abundant,  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  titem 
to  use  the  inferior  salt  at  an'enormous  and  unconscionable 
price. 

1.  He  remarked  on  the  value  of  aalt  to  stock,  as  proved 
by  both  the  English  and  American  testimony.  It  waa 
proved  tiiat  the  health  of  all  animals  was  preserved  by  it; 
and  with  this  preservation  of  health,  ensued  all  the  advan- 
tages of  increased  growth  and  fattening,  prolonged  life, 
multiplied  ofiiipring;  and  superior  flavor  to  the  flesh,  the 
milk,  the  butter,  the  cheese,  the  bacon,  bee^  and  pork, 
which  were  made  from  them.  In  England,  it  was  com- 
puted that  the  advantage  to  the  stock  from  all  these 
sources  was  35  per  cent,  per  annum.  On  one  farm  it  was 
rated  at  about  33^  per  cent. ;  and  the  aggregate  advantage, 
or  rather  the  aggregate  loss  to  the  farmers  for  want  of  salt, 
was  stated  to  exceed  the  annual  amount  of  the  tax,  wliich 
was  about  7,000,000  dollars. 

2.  He  remarked  on  the  necessity  of  sun-made  salt  for 
butter  and  cheese.  If  put  up  in  common  salt,  the  butter 
soon  became  rancid,  and  sold  at  less  than  half  the  price  of 
aUim  salt  butter  at  New  Orleans  atjd  Jn  the  Writ  Indies. 
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He  attributed  the  nnenl  inferiority  of  Americui  cheese 
to  the  impure  salt  which  wu  used  in  nwUng  it;  and 
dweh  upon  the  articles  of  cheese  and  butter  as  sources  of 
wealth  to  the  stock^rusin?  States,  if  duly  improved  by  the 
use  of  pure  salt.  He  said  the  exports  of  the  last  years 
had  reached  the  rahie  of  flTTfOOO  per  annum)  which, 
though  connderable,  was  a  trifle  compared  to  the  con- 
sumption in  our  towns,  and  the  export  to  the  Lower  Mis- 
n»ppi.  He  considered  the  fiLrmersaalosins  the  one-half  of 
their  wh<de  sales  of  butter  and  cheese,  by  using*  artificial 
aah,  made  hymen,  instead  of  using  the  natural  crystallized 
salt,  made  by  nature.  To  the  cows  on  dairy  farms,  it  was 
proved  in  Eng;land,  that  half  a  bushel  of  ult  per  annum 
was  necessary;  and  the  milk,  butter,  and  cheese,  all  were 
richer  and  better  flavored  when  tlut  quanti^^  or  more, 
was  given-  Common  salt  would  do  for  the  com  to  liefc; 
but  alum  salt  was  indi^nsabie  fiir  butter  and  cheese  Uiat 
was  to  be  long  kept  or  exported. 

3.  In  the  article  of  bacon  he  estbnated  the  loss  at  near- 
ly'one^half  in  u«ng  the  fire-made  salt.  Such  bacon  would 
not  sell  for  much  more  than  half  price  in  any  of  our  mar- 
ket towns,  and  could  not  be  carried  to  the  Southern  cli- 
mates, or  exported,  without  danger  of  spoil'mg  and  be 
coming  a  total  loss.  Such  bacon  was  often  a  drug  in  the 
market  at  New  Orleans  at  two  cents  a  pound,  a  mere  re- 
fuse article  at  that  price,  while  the  alum  salt  bacon  was  a 
ready  sale  at  six  or  eight  cents. 

4.  In  pickled  pork.  For  this  purpose  alum  saH  was  in 
dispensable.  The  artificial  salt  would  answer  no  purpose. 
The  p<nsonous  ingredients  called  slack  and  bittern,  wluch 
it  coivtuned,  corrupted  tiie  pork  m  warm  cBmate^  and 
the  soluble  nature  of  tiie  siJt  itself,  by  dissolving  immedi- 
ately, brought  all  the  pieces  in  contact,  and  made  each 
assist  ID  deMroying  the  other.  The  crystallized  salt,  be- 
sides being  free  from  slack  and  bittern,  is  large  in  the 
prain,  and  so  fiir  insoluble  that  a  layer  of  it  remans  for 
years  between  each  piece  of  meat,  and  acting  as  a  perpe- 
tual preservative.  Mr.  B.  said  that  bacon  nught  be  made, 
after  a  fi«hion,  wiUt  bmled  salt;  but  pickled  pork  not  at 
alL  For  that  puipose,  the  sun  made  salt  was  a  sine  qua 
nan.  For  want  of  tiiis  salt,  the  Western  farmers  bad  got 
into  the  general  custom  of  making  bacon,  whereby  they 
lost  about  one-third  of  the  product  of  their  hog  stock;  for 
the  bacon  dried  and  wasted  near  a  third  by  the  time  it  was 
•old,  and  would  then  sell  for  no  more  than  pickled  pork, 
whidi  lost  not  an  ounce  in  wei|dtt  from  the  day  it  was  put 
into  the  barret  till  sold.  A  dShrence  of  one-third  to  be 
saved  in  the  annual  product  of  the  hog  stock,  would  be 
iannenee  to  the  farmers;  and  this  dtfTerence  would  be  sav- 
ed by  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  alum  salt. 

5.  In  pickled  beef.  For  this  purpose  alum  salt  is  abso- 
lutely indispensable.  Beef  cotild  not  be  pickled  without 
itt  and,  therefore,  to  find  a  market,  the  beef  cattle  were 
driven  off*  upon  the  hoof.  Mr.  B.  pronounced  it  to  be  a 
losinj;  buanesB,  a  most  disadvantageous  traffic,  to  any 
country  to  drive  away  it*  beef  cat&  to  be  sold  on  the 
hoof.  The  immediate  loss  in  tbM  operation  wu  nearly 
one-half  the  value  of  the  beef,  and  the  whole  Ion  of  tlie 
hide,  tallow,  and  offtlt  the  consequential  loss  was,  in  the 
purchase  of  leather  and  manufkctures  of  leather,  and  the 
purchase  of  soap  and  candles,  and  also  in  the  loss  of  lea- 
ther, soap,  and  candles  for  exportation.  Pickled  beef  in 
New  Orleans  waa  usually  from  eight  to  twelve  dollars  a 
barrel,  which  was  frran  four  to  six  cents  a  pound.  The 
&rmen  of  the  West  usually  sell  their  cattle  at  from  1^  to 


on  the  beef;  the  hide  and  tallow,  which  is  worth  as  much 
as  the  beef  sells  for  at  such  rates,  being  thrown  into  the 
bsr^ain.  and  given  away.  The  disastrous  effect  of  this 
suicidal  business  was  seen  in  every  town  in  the  West, 
where  foreign  hides  from  South  America,  foreign  leather, 
boot%  riioe^  and  nddlery;  and  foreign  soap  and  eandle^ 
from  Surope  and  the  Athntio  States,  were  drily  exhibited 


for  sale.  Another  disastroua  consequence,  but  not  so  nsi- 
ble  to  the  pusiru^  eye,  was  the  loss  of  all  these  artielM  fiff 
exportation,  l^e  exportation  of  soap  and  candles  had 
lately  amounted  to  912,000  dollars  in  the  year;  and  oflea* 
ther,  boots,  shoes,  and  saddlery,  to  450,000  dollars.  These 
exportatinns  went  from  the  Atlantic  dties  to  the  West  In- 
dies, and  chiefly  grew  out  of  the  nfb  which  the  Western 
fanners  made  of  their  hides  and  tallow  to  the  drovers. 
They  were  exportatiom  which  belon^d  to  the  West,  not 
only  because  it  produced  the  ntatenal  out  of  which  the 
manufiictured  articles  were  made,  but  it  was  the  best  place 
for  carrying  on  the  manufactory  of  them  on  account  of  the 
cheapness  of  provisions,  and  the  &cilitict  of  exporting  di* 
recttothe  West  Indies^ 

Mr.  B.  made  afiirth^  illustration  of  the  evils  of  drinnr 
beef  cattle  flrom  the  West,  in  its  effect  upon  the  faitemd 
navigation  and  domestic  markets  of  the  rnaX  valley.  The 
MissiSMppi  river  waa  to  the  West  what  the  Mediterranean 
sea  was  to  the  Romans;  it  is  mart  nottram — our  sea — and 
the  steamboats  and  other  boats  upon  it  constitute  our  na- 
vigation. The  building  of  these  vessels  {pves  employment 
to  a  multitude  of  useftd  and  resectable  mechanics;  creates 
a  demand  for  vast  quantities  of  wood,  iron,  paints,  end 
gisss;  fhmiture  of  every  description;  daily  supplies  of  pn»- 
vislons;  wood  for  fuel,  now  estimated  at  a  million  of  doOm 
per  annum;  and  for  an  immense  number  of  persons  to  na- 
vigate and  manage  the  boats.  The  aggre^te  of  all  these 
expenditures  connected  with  steamboat  building  and  navi- 
gation, WIS  several  millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  and  was 
the  most  profitable  kind  of  expenditure,  for  it  was  carried  to 
the  very  doors  of  the  people,  and  delivered  into  their  hands 
In  their  own  houses.  Having  drawn  the  picture  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  steamboat  navigation  to  the  West,  Mr.  B.  venhir- 
ed  to  make  the  suggestion  that  they  would  be  nearly  dou- 
bled by  substituting  a  change  in  the  beef  trade,  fnm  driv- 
ing the  cattle  on  the  hoof  to  the  Atlantic  cities,  to  sending 
the  beef  pickled  to  New  Orleans  and  the  West  Indies. 
Such  a  change  would  open  a  new  and  immense  head  for 
freight  down  the  river,  and  a  corresponding  increase  tor 
freight  back;  for  it  was  of  the  nature  of  exports  and  im- 
ports to  emulate  each  othen  It  would  produce  diminished 
prices  for  under  cargo,  of  which  salt  would  bethe  chief;  and 
a  correal] onding  increase  of  every-expenditure  connected 
with  the  construction  and  navigation  of  steamboats.  He 
then  averred  that  this  change,  and  the  stupendous  benefits 
resulting  from  it,  depended  solely  and  excluuvely  upon 
the  free  use  of  alum  salt— upon  the  abtdition  of  the  au^ 
upon  that  article — upon  the  ^ple  and  obvious  process  ot 
permitting  the  Western  people  to  use  tiie  salt  according  to 
their  wants  and  wishes,  which  God  had  created  for  them 
in  all  the  islands  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  And  he  ridiculed 
with  contemptuous  sarcasm  the  affected  aUrms  of  tiiose 
who  expressed  the  fear  that  there  wouldnot  he  salt  enough 
if  the  domcsttc  manufiictories  checked  their  operations. 
He  said  it  was  a  fear  that  there  would  be  a  failure  of  sun- 
shine snd  sea  water. 

Having  briefly  touciied  upon  the  important  uses  of  salt  in 
agriculture,  and  especially  for  stock  and  provinons,  Mr. 
B.  proceeded  to  notice  the  disadvantages  under  which  the 
fiirmers  of  the  Western  States  labored  with  respect  to  that 
article.  'At  the  head  of  the  list  of  these  disadvantages,  or 
oppressions,  as  they  mi^t  with  greater  propriety  be  call- 
ed, stood  the  appalling  and  astounding  fiict,  that  the  whole 
salt  trade  of  tiie  West,  so  fiir  as  it  depended  upon  the  do- 
mestic manu&ctorie^  was  one  vast  sind  cruel  monopoly! 


2  j  cents  per  pound;  thus  suffering  a  loss  of  nearly  one-half  The  amasing  fact  was  proved  by  a  variety  of  testimony; 


it  waskiiown  to  eveir  Western  Senator  present;  it  was  felt 
at  home,  in  every  department  of  agriculture,  by  all  the 
farmers  of  tl\e  West.  The  baleful  effects  of  this  horrid 
monopoly  were  forcibly  depicted  by  Oie  witnesses  whose 
communications  he  had  read.  Double  price  and  scant 
measure;  the  whole  country  districted,  allowanced,  and 
stinted)  ready  money  exactedi  welb^nted  from  their 
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owners  to  lie  idlet  nev  wells  prevented  from  being  dug; 
overgrown  fortunes  to  the  monopolizers,  privation,  want, 
and  suffering  amoi^  the  people  and  stock:  such  was  the 
shocking  and  revolting  picture  which  these  eonununtca- 
tions  presented  to  the  Senate.  Mr.  B.  animadverted  in 
the  most  indignant  terms  upon  monopolies  of  every  spe- 
cies, and  piiced  the  salt  monopoly  at  tne  head  of  the  uio- 
tninable  and  infernal  list.  He  said  this  very  monopoly  was 
one  of  the  causes  which  brought  Charles  the  First  to  the 
block.  Queen  Elizabeth^  though  a  petticoated  tyrant, 
had  the  humanity,  or  rt^er  sagacity,  to  suppress  the 
salt  monopoly,  towards  the  close  of  her  reignt  for  which 
act  of  mercy  and  oondeacenakm  the  whole  Parliament 
vent  in  a  body  to  thank  and  bless  her  as  an  angel  of  be< 
neficencc.  The  bigot  Stuarts  revtted  it,  and  paid  the  for- 
feiture in  the  loss  of  life  and  kingdom.  There  had  been 
no  monopoly  of  salt  in  England  since  Cliarles  the  First  had 
Jost  his  head;  the  States  beyond  the  Allegany  mountains 
were  the  only^  example  of  that  oppression  at  this  time  ex- 
isting in  the  civilized  world.  Ur.  B.  considered  the  pre, 
sent  du^  on  fiffeign  salt  astiie  fisher  and  guardian  ofthis 
domestic  monopoly.  He  centered  it  the  protector,  de- 
fender, and  supporter  of  the  monopolists.  He  considered 
the  act  of  Congress  wliioh  kept  up  this  duty,  as  the  law 
which  estsj^ished  this  monopoly;  and  denounced  sucli  a 
law,  not  merely  as  odious  and  oppresuve,  but  as  a  species 
of  impiety  and  sacrilege,  a  species  of  revolt  and  rebellion 
against  the  providence  of  God,  who  had  created  nit, 
and  ^H«ad  it  tJtKHwtt  the  nniverae,  for  the  uie  of  man 
and  beast,  and  as  the  preservative  principle  of  life  and 
health  in  both.  The  sea  waa  6Ued  with  it,  and  the  sun 
manufactured  it.  It  came  cheap  and  pure  fiwn  that  manu- 
factory,  established  by  Divine  wisdom,  and  co-extensive 
with  the  bounds  of  the  habitable  globe.  Salt  was  the 
preservative  principle  of  the  world.  Every  living  animal 
must  have  it(  every  spcoiet  of  food  must  contain  it  With- 
out it,  universal  ^tn  and  corruption  would  ensue.  Tlie 
Asciptes  of  Christ  were  called  by  their  master  "the  salt 
of  the  earth;"  and  that  divine  metaphor  was  intended  to 
convey  to  the  imderstandings  of  all  people  the  knowledge 
of  the  preservative  nature  of  their  mission,  a  misuon  which 
was  to  save  the  moral  world  from  corruption,  as  salt  pre- 
serves the  animal  and  material  world.  Laws  to  prevent 
ai^portion  of  the  human  race  from  using  the  pure  and 
pnfect  salt  Boade  by  the  rays  of  the  tun  out  of  tlie  waves  of 
die  sea,  if  enacted  widiout  a  dire  neceeuty,  were  impi- 
ous contrivances  to  frustrate  the  beneficence  of  God.  A 
war  for  self-preservation  alone  could  justify  such  laws. 
They  had  existed  tn  all  countries,  and  luui  run  highest 
where  human  liberty  was  at  the  lowest  ebb.    They  are 


in 

'England,  this 

unnatural  tax,  after  obtuningthe  monstrous  hei^t  of  fif- 
teen shillii^  a  bushel,  sunk  and  disappeared  before  the 
labors  of  that  pre-eminent  committee  from  whose  reports 
a  few  imperfect  and  mutilated  extracts  have  been  read. 
The  salt  tax  disappeared  from  the  United  States  about 
twen^  years  ago,  during  the  auspicious  administration  of 
the  immortal  Jefferson.  Even  Spain,  the  last  country 
upon  earth  in  which  to  look  for  a  liberal  exunple,  was  an 
instance  of  the  generous  use  of  salt.  The  United  States 
alone  are  now  presenting  the  example  of  keeping  up  this 
odious  tAX,  of  keeping  it  up  without  necessity,  of  Icceping 
it  up  for  the  oppression  of  the  people,  A>r  the  protection 
of  monopolizers,  for  the  impoverishment  and  degradation 
of  the  -West.  But  let  the  people  not  despair.  Belief, 
though  out  of  Sif^t,  is  sometimes  near  at  hand.  The 
darkest  hour  of  the  night  is  that  which  precedes  the 
break  of  day.  In  Enghiiid,  in  1801,  the  first  attempt  of 
the  friends  of  the  people  to  reduce  the  salt  tax,  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  insalt  and  outrage  of  rswng  it.  The  Pitt 
adminiatration,  to  puiush  aiid  intimidate  those  who  propos- 


ed the  abolition,  immediately  raised  the  duty  from  ten  to 
fifteen  shillings  a  bushel;  but  they  raised  the  spirit  of  the 
people  at  tiie  same  time,  and  in  a  few  years  the  whole  op- 
presmve  burden  fell  to  the  earth. 

Resulting  from  this  monopoly,  thus  cstabli^ed  and  pro- 
tected, came  the  present  enormous  price  of  salt.  Ur.  B. 
be^ed  Senators  to  recollect  the  testimony  he  had  read, 
and  reflect  in  how  many  places  the  sum  of  75  cents,  or  a 
dollar,  or  a  dolUr  and  a  quarter,  was  exacted  from  tjte  peo- 
ple for  about  two  pt-clis  and  a  half  of  inferior,  fire-made, 
artificial  salt,  imposed  upon  them  under  tlie  scandalized 
name  of  a  bushel.  If  the  duty  was  off,  he  would  venture 
to  affirm  that  the  price  of  pure,  sun-made,  crystallized  salt 
would  not  exceed  npieaillon  for  a-real  bushel  at  New  Or- 
leans, and  tiiree  or  four  pieaiUont  in  the  central  parts  of 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  His  calculation  was  this:  that 
the  import  price  of  this  fine  salt  was,  at  present,  ux  cents 
for  that  of  Malta;  eight  cents  for  that  of  Spain  and  Portu- 
galt  nine  cents  for  that  of  Turk's  IsUndi  and  that,  in  the 
vast  increase  which  the  foreign  sslt  trade  would  assume, 
and  the  reduced  price  of  the  salt  fropi  Turk's  Island,  (a 
British  possession)  in  consequence  of  the  directinterccurae 
with  that  island,  or  rather  with  the  five  hundred  Bahama 
islands,  of  which  it  is  the  chief,  the  average  price  at  New 
Orleans  would  be  six  and  a  quarter  cents;  freight  for  salt,  as 
under  cargo,  was  now  about  one-third  of  a  cent  per  pound, 
and  would  soon  be  brought  by  the  great  boats,  dunng  the 
spring  floods,  for  one-fourth  of  a  cent  Thus,  would  the 
price  of  alum  lah,  at  Lotusvill^  be  reduced  to  about  35 
cents  a  bushel.  Low  as  tlus  would  be,  a  ^reat  proportion 
of  the  Western  fiumers  would  get  it  on  still  better  terms. 
Thousands  of  flat-bottomed  boats  made  without  expense, 
navigated  without  skill  or  Ubor,  loaded  with  every  con- 
ceivable production  of  the  farm  and  the  forest,  and  de- 
scending from  all  the  confluent  streams  of  the  MisMsaippi, 
visit  New  Orleans  every  winter.  The  owners  are  uwir 
own  factors  and  commiswon  merchants.  Th^  sell  out  the 
contents  of  their  boat  (which,  moored  to  the  levee,  and 
labelled  with  its  contento,  serves  for  warehouse,  kitchen, 
parlor,  and  bed-room)  in  the  course  of  the  winter  months, 
when  they  could  do  but  little  at  home;  buy  their  groce- 
ries in  tlie  spring,  step  on  board  a  steamer  with  their  fa- 
mily supplies,  and,  for  nx  dollars,  are  kt  home  in  eight  or 
ten-days,  ready  to  commence  the  new  crop  with  the  re- 
turn of  the  vernal  season.  To  all  such  the  acqiuntion  of 
two  or  Uiree  sadcs  of  pure  and  perfect  s^t  would  be  no- 
thing but  the  exchange  of  a  few  loose  vegetables,  which 
would  have  rotted  at  nome. 

Mr.  B.  maintMned  that  the  salt  tax  fell  heaviest  upon 
the  laboring  chisses,  and  upon  the  poor.  They  used  most 
salt  in  proportion  to  their  wealth,  and  bought  at  a  diaad- 
vanti^,  because  they  bought  in  a  pinch,  in  small  quanti- 
ties, at  retail  prices,  raised  the  money  to  buy  it  at  a  sacrir 
fice,  and  were  most  subject  to  be  unposed  upOI^  both  ss 
to  weight,  quality,  and  price.  It  was  so  in  Etiriandt  it  is 
so  here.  Ixx^  at  the  EngUah  testimony!  It  tSls  you  the 
tax  was  harder  upon  the  peasant  than  the  nobleman.  Look 
at  tfie  American  testimony!  It  tells  you  that  the  people 
in  remote  places — the  smaU  farmers,  remote  from  great 
towns,  had  to  pay  tlie  highest  prices,  received  the  scantiest 
measure,  and  suffered  most  from  extortion  andimpontion. 
It  was  in  such  places,  and  unong  such  customer^^  that  the 
weif^ed  bushel  of  fifty'pounds  would  find  ample  accomnio- 
dfttion  for  lodnng,  in  a  half  bii^el  measure;  that  the  old 
rus^  steelyards  were  used,  that  would  not  preponderate 
for  ten  pounds  in  fi%t  that  the  deficient  barrels  were 
obliged  to  be  taken  at  the  marked  weight;  and  that  the 
extortionate  prices  of  one  and  two  dollars  for  these  scant 
weight  bushels,  equal  to  two  and  four  dollars  for  real  mea- 
sured bushels,  ana  that  for  well-water  salt,  iDi|n«giiated 
with  poisonous  ingredients,  and  only  half  the  s^ength  of 
sca-vatcr  sslt,  were  aetudly  ptid  by  the  helpless  people, 
andreceiyed  by  the  rdentMssnuMK^K^iien!   AnoTe^  ia 
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the  f*ce     these  damaii^  UcXm^  in  the  midst  of  the  cries 
of  these  BuficTing  people,  there  it  a  scheme  on  foot,  not 
toAj  to  renst  the  reduction,  but  to  effect  the  increase 
this  diabolical  tax!  to  raise  it  from  ten  to  fifteen  cents. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  alluded  to  the  bill  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatires,  to  increase  the  salt  tai,  and  thoti^t  this  bill 
ou^tit  to  be  proclaimed  throughout  the  West  by  a  herald 
ana  a  trumpet,  to  route  and  aUrm  the  people,  and  to  put 
them  on  thur  gtiard  against  the  daneers  it  portended.] 

Resulting  from  this  monopoly,  and  the  tnoat  degrading 
orito  oonsequences,  was  the  power  to  allowance  and  dis- 
trict the  country  for  the  consumption  of  salt.  The  West- 
ern country  was  districted  and  allowanced.  AU  the  wit- 
nesses prove  the  mortifying  fact.  Depots  are  established, 
and  agents  appointed  to  supply  each  district.    No  com- 

fielitioft  is  permitted.  No  competition  can  come,  except 
rom  New  Orleans,  and  that  in  the  season  of  high  water. 
To  prevent  the  fullness  of  the  supply  from  nperatmg  on 
the  highness  of  the  price,  the  invtntion  of  ««  dead  wells" 
TSB  made,  and  a  multitude  of  wells,  rented  from  then- 
owners,  have  been  permitted  to  stand  idle.  Nay,  more; 
a  further  exertion  of  this  invention  has  exhibited  the  pro- 
digy- of  wells  suppressed— of  unborn  wells  stifled  in  the 
womb  oftlic  eartli — by  hiring  and  paying  people  not  to 
^g  fnr  their  salt  waterl  The  consequence  of  these  enor- 
mities  WW,  stint  in  the  supply,  excess  in  the  price.  The 
country  was  starved  for  salt,  and  made  to  pay  double,  in 
many  places  quadruple  its  value.  The  domestic  supply 
»  not  equal  to  one-fifth  of  the  demand.  The  whole  quan- 
tity made  in  the  United  States,  as  proved  by  the  returns 
of  the  salt-makers  themselves  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trca- 
suF)-,  does  not  exceed  five  millions  of  bushelat  while  the 
consumption  of  the  country  would  require  thirty  miUions, 
The  whole  product  of  the  West,  including  Western  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  Holston  works  in  Virginia,  do  not  exceed 
two«n<l  ahairmillioiis  ofbii  hels,  weiq:hed  bushels;  cnch 
ofwliicii  bushel,  with  a  little  packing  and  heaping,  would 
comfortably  establish  itself  In  h  half  bushel  measure. 

Mr.  B.  believed  that  the  stock  alone  of  the  United 
States  would  require  twenlj-  millions  of  bushels.  He  bot- 
tomed hlN  estimate  upon  the  consiUTiptlon  in  England. 
II  was  there  provtd  tliat  the  btock,  independent  of  the 
draught  hor«:a.  and  hogs,  which  had  not  been  included  in 
tte  estimate,  required  twenty-two  millions  of  bushels, 
fifty-Ml  pouitds  to  the  bushel,  to  supply  them  annually. 
He  feltmortififdto  know  tin;  number  of  stock  in  England, 
for  he  was  speaking  ofEnglund  proper,  and  not  know  the 
numUcr  in  the  United  States.  He  regretted  that  the  re- 
turn i>f  stock  was  not  included  in  Hie  census—in  the  cen- 
iQSnttdc  by  State  authority  at  all  events — and  especially 
in  the  West,  where  stock  coustitutcd  so  large  a  proportifin 
of  the  wealth  of  the  pcojilc.  In  the  absence  of  accurate 
information,  he  must  pi-occcd  upon  probable  data;  and,  as 
the  United  States  was  more  populous  than  England,  ten 
times  more  cxttiisivo,  and  the  Keeping  of  slock  more  easy, 
be  would  assume  the  stock  census  of  England  as  furnish- 
ing, not  tlic  criterion  of  numbers,  but  tlie  data  for  calcu- 
lation} the  sheep  of  the  United  Stut«  being  probably  one- 
third,  cattle  and  horses  doubtiiit,  and  hogs  fur  more  nu- 
mtrous.  Assuming  this  cJcuhtioii  for  the  relative  num- 
ber of  stock,  the  ncccss;t^-  for  salt  was  greater:  for  the  use 
of  green  food,  and  especially  wild  grass,  was  more  usual  in 
the  United  States;  and  this  grass  was  mure  fresh,  or  free 
from  s:iltness,  because,  the  United  St;ites  being  a  continent, 
and  not  an  island,  the  s.ilinc  dews  which  corrected  the  fresh- 
ness of  the  grass,  did  not  extend  to  Uic  inlt-rior  States. 
Assuming  the  sheep  of  the  United  States  to  be  one-third 
of  the  Bnglidi  flock,  to  wit,  ten  millions  of  head,  and  al- 
lowing to  each  sheep  the  English  supjdy,  of  half  a  pound 
»week,  which  made  half  a  busltcl  a  year,  and  it  resulted 
(hat  the  sheep  alone  of  the  United  States  required  five 
niUioos  of  buiihclit  of  salt  per  annum!  being  iui>t  as  much 
as  the  domestic  aianufacturcrs  made!  so  that  if  the  popula- 


tion of  the  Union  should  be  thrown  on  the  domestic  sup* 
ply,  and  the  Aeep  supplied  first,  there  would  not  be  one 
gnin  left  for  the  hogs,  horses,  cattle,  people,  and  the 

thousand  uses  beside,  for  which  salt  is  indispensable!  So 
much  for  the  domestic  supply !  It  had  been  computed  in 
England  that  the  supply  of  suit  to  tlic  sheep  was^the  saving 
of  SIX  hundred  thousand  head  from  dying  annually;  the 
loss  of  Western  stock  for  want  of  salt  cannot  be  estimated. 
But  it  ia  apoint  for  Western  farmen  to  think  of.  Let  each 
one  make  the  computation  for  himself  and  corander  what 
his  annual  loss  is  in  cattle^  hogi,  sheep,  and  horses,  for 
want  of  this  condiment  to  tlieir  foodt  this  medicine  for 
their  health;  this  attraction  against  running  wild;  and  then 
estimate,  if  he  can,  the  annual  a^^gate  loss  of  the  nine 
Western  States  and  Territories. 

Mr.  B.  affirmed  that  the  stint  of  salt  was  universal  in 
the  West;  that  it  extended  to  all  the  operations  of  the  hr- 
mert  that  it  even  extended  to  the  pots  and  tables  of  tiie 
poor!  He  beliered  that  such  an  instance  of  itiiit,  for  a 
necessary  of  life,  did  not  exist  among  the  negroes  of  the 
West  India  islands.  lie  believed  that  those  negroes  re- 
ceived from  their  masters,  cruel  as  many  of  them  were, 
a  laiger  and  better  allowance  of  salt  than  the  average 
Western  farmers  received  from  the  inexorable  monopo- 
lists. He  said  the  entire  West  was  a  stock-raising  country. 
The  farmers  there,  like  the  patriarchs  of  old,  estimated 
their  wealth,  in  a  great  degree,  by  the  number  of  their 
flocks  and  herds.  Before  the  invention  of  steamboats,  this 
rich  vein  of  wealth  was  but  sliglitly  and  imperfectly  de- 
veloped. Want  of  salt  prevented  its  development.  Com- 
mon salt  could  not  be  had  in  sufficient  quantity  for  salting 
the  stock.  Not  a  pound  of  alum  salt  could  be  had  for 
curing  bacon,  preserving  butter  and  cheese,  and  pickling 
beef  and  pork.  Foreign  salt,  of  no  kind,  could  enter  tlie 
vast  ami  fertile  regions  of  the  West.  Freight,  up  the  Mis- 
sissippi, in  keel  boats  and  barges,  was  seven  or  eight  cents 
a  pound — across  the  Allegany  mountains,  in  wagons,  was 
as  much  or  more;  aud  then  ctimmenced,  from  hard  neces- 
sity and  from  absolute  want  of  ahim  sajt,  the  pernicious  and 
impoverishing  practice  of  driving  off  beer  cattle  on  the 
hoof.  But  steamboats  furnish  the  means  of  relieving  this 
necessity,  of  supplying  this  want,  and  of  terminating  this 
pernicious  practice.  They  are  bringing  salt  from  New 
Orleans  at  so  low  a  freight,  that,  if  the  duty  n-aa  off,  the 
price  to  the  purchasers,  in  the  central  parts  of  the  Great 
Valley,  and  that  of  the  pure  sea-made  salt,  would  not  ex- 
reed  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel;  while,  to  those  farmers 
who  trade  down  tlie  river,  the  price  could  not  exceed 
three  picaillous.  lliis  cheap  importation  of  pure  salt — 
this  unlimited  means  of  importing  it  at  the  one  thirty- 
second  part  of  its  former  freight,  was  the  greatest  blessing 
of  all  tne  great  blessings  which  the  wonderful  invention 
of  steamboats  has  conferrcil  upon  the  West.  It  was  tlie 
very  thing  which  was  lacking  to  give  full  development  to 
her  richest  vein  of  wealth — richer  than  the  mines  of  Mexi- 
co and  Fern — her  stock  and  provision  trade!  Providence, 
of  its  infinite  gocxlneas,  and  to  crown  the  blessings  of  the 
great  West,  sent  this  mii-aculons  invention  to  give  us  that 
alone  which  wa^  wanting,  and  never  could  have  been  got 
without  itj  the  pure  muriate  of  sotlaj  the  natural  crystal- 
lized salt;  the  native,  unmixed  product  of  the  sun  and 
sea;  the  salt  of  Divine  manufactory;  as  much  superior  to 
artificial  fire-made  suit  as  the  works  of  God  arc  superior 
to  the  works  of  man!  Upon  tlit  dispensation  of  such  a 
Providence,  it  was  to  ha%-e  been  expected  that  the  Pcdi  ral 
Legislature,  to  whom  the  whole  power  of  regulating  fn- 
reign  commerce  had  been  ass:gne<I  by  tlic  Stales,  whether 
wisely  or  not,  time,  and,  above  all,  tlic  continuance  of  the 
salt  tax,  will  show,  it  was  to  have  been  expected  tliat  the 
Federal  Legislature  (that  part  of  it,  at  all  events  which 
jassumcd  to  he  the  particular  friends  of  domestic  industry) 
wouhl  have  given  all  |>oss^b!e  aid  to  the  importation  of 
this  Hcaven^ient  salt.    A  bounty  in  favor  of  the  ships 
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vhich  brought  it,  would  have  rested  upon  the  wme  con- 
stitutional construction,  and  upon  infinitely  greater  reasons 
of  justice  than  a  bounty  in  ravor  bf  TcsseTs  which  bring 
home  }ish.    The  greatest  ezertiona  might  have  been  ex- 
pected for  the  encouragement  of  this  importation.  Every 
reason  which  the  head  coiild  conceive,  or  the  tongue  could 
utter,  sprung  forth  in  favor  of  the  encouragement;  not  a 
single  reason  Uiat  craf^  and  cunning  coiUd  devise,  could 
be  arrayed  against  it.    llie  whole  vocabulary  of  the 
"  American  system"  furnished  not  a  word  against  it:  for 
Uiat  system  rests  upon  the  basis  of  making  at  home,  and 
furnishing  to  the  citizen,  the  same  article,  better  and  cheap- 
er than  the  imported  one !  Well,  alum  salt,  which  compre- 
hends all  crystallized  salt,  (and  all  salt  made  by  the  sun, 
and  none  other,  is  crystdUzed,)  alum  salt  is  not  made  in 
the  United  States,  (a  little  in  the  Northeast  excepted,)  not 
a  pound  of  it  is  made  in  the  IVest,  nor  any  rival  to  it,  nor 
substitute  for  it.    By  consequence,  it  could  not  be  made 
cheaper  and  better  at  home!    The  "  American  system" 
was  for  it,  instead  of  being  against  It,  unless  it  is  intended 
to  exclude  the  industry  of  the  &rmcr,  who  mises  stock  and 
salts  provisions,  from  the  industry  to  be  protected  by  that 
system.    A  bounty  might  have  been  expected  in  favor  of 
every  ship  that  should  bring  sun-made  salt  to  New  Urleans. 
Instead  of  tliat,  what  have  we  seen?    Federal  le^station 
actually  employed  to  keep  this  salt  away !    A  hostile  and 
repul«ve  tax  of  twenty  cents  imposed  upon  every  eight 
cents*  worth  of  this  indispensable  salt!  A  i-equiaition  upon 
the  ship  that  brinn  it,  to  pay  twice  and  a  oalf  its  value 
into  tlie  coffers  or  tlie  Feuem  Government  before  that 
ship  is  allowed  to  land  it!   Bond  and  security  required, 
when  the  money  cannot  be  paid  down!  And  this  security 
to  be  exacted  from  strangers  who  have  crossed  the  wide 
seas  to  exchange  their  surplus  salt  for  our  surplus  provi' 
sions!    And,  in  consequence  of  diese  heavy  and  merciless 
exactions,  most  of  the  ships  bring  stones  instead  of  salt — 
forced  to  bring  stones  by  tlie  Pedetal  Government,'  and 
realizing  the  compulsive  illustration  of  the  strongest  rc- 
proacl)  contained  m  tiie  sacred  page*  of  the  Holy  Evan- 
gelists!   They  would  bring  salt  for  ballast  in  preference 
to  stones,  if  the  laws  would  pennit  them.    Many  tliat 
brin^  salt,  throw  it  overboard,  m  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi.   When  no  longer  needed  for  ballast,  they  throw  it 
into  the  river,  because  they  are  neitlier  able  to  pay  the 
duty  in  ready  money,  nor  to  ^ve  the  scctirity  which  the 
credit  system  requires.  Is  tliis  imagination,  or  is  it  reality  ? 
It  is  reality!    And  no  longer  ago  than  the' last  summer, 
the  troubled  waves  of  the  Misussippi,  and  the  dark  shades 
of  midnight,  were  the  conscious  witnesses  of  this  lamenta- 
ble fcct,  of  this  dire  operation  of  taxing  salt  out  of  the  land 
of  America!    Mr.  B.  said  he  had  heard  of  this  sacrifice^ 
this  new  species  of  immolation,  not  to  propitiate  the  genius 
of  tlie  river,  but  tf>  appease  Uie  infernal  genius  of  the  salt 
tax,  soon  after  it  happened,  and  had  laid  it  up  in  his  me- 
moiy  for  verification.    That  verification  was  quickly  re- 
erivedf  for  on  his  passage  to  this  ci^,  in  the  month  of 
November  last,  he  fell  in  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  ^vith  the 
surveyor  and  inspector  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  Major 
Spotts,  formerly  of  the  army,  and  lately  approved  by  the 
Senate  both  as  a  military  and  civil  officer,  and  from  him 
received  a  confirmation  of  the  fact.    Two  ships,  Major 
Spotts  was  certain,  had  thrown  their  salt  overboard;  others 
he  suspected  of  having  done  so!    These  ships,  thus  en- 
countering the  risk  of  fotfeitinp  their  cargoes,  and  incur- 
ring all  the  peiiatties  of  viobting  the  revenue  laws,  in 
adwtion  to  the  loss  of  the  salt,  because  they  could  neither 
pay  the  duties,  nor  give  tlie  securi^,  nor  find  any  body  to 
receive  the  salt  as  a  nf>,  with  a  tax  of  twenty  cents  a 
bushel  upon  it!    At  tliat  very  moment  tlic  whole  interior 
of  the  West  suffering  for  salt!  And  for  whose  benefit  are 
these  oppressions  pinctised?  For  the  bene6t  of  afcw  hun- 
dred monopolizers  in  the  West,  and  a  few  thousand  fish- 
ermen in  tne  Northeait!    For  their  benefit,  the  repeal  of 


the  odious  tax  is  not  only  resisted,  but  an  increase  of  the 
oppresnon  is  actually  demanded! 

Mr.  B.  drew  the  line  of  distinction  between  good  and 
bad  salt  It  was  a  line  easy  to  be  drawn,  for  it  was  the 
line  between  tbe  works  of  nature  and  tfae  voi^  of  man. 
All  salt  that  was  made  by  boiling,  no  matter  out  of  what 
water,  was  impure  and  imperfect?  for  the  agitation  and  the  " 
heat  prevented  cirstallization,  and  retained  the  poisonous 
ingredients  called  slack  and  bitterni  all  salt  made  by  the 
power  of  the  sim  was  pure  and  perfect;  all  the  poisonous 
ingredients  having  settled  to  the  bottom,  and  the  salt  itself 
forming  into  lamps  by  concretion  and'crystalllzation.  The 
artificial  salt,  made  by  boiling,  is  good  for  maiw  purnosesi 
for  salting  stock,  preserving  nay  and  fodder,  for  daily  use 
in  fVcsh  meat  and  vegetables;  and,  by  help  of  much  amoke 
and  long  drying,  will  save  bacon  for  famu^  ose.  The  na- 
tural, sun-made  salt  was  indispensable  to  pickling  beef  and 
pork,  arid  to  curing  bacon,  butter,  and  cheese  for  expor- 
tation, or  the  Southern  markets.  It  was  of  the  tax  upon 
tliis  latter  kind  of  salt  that  he  complained  so  muchf  a  kind 
of  salt  so  indispensable  to  tlie  provision  trade  of  the  Wert^ 
and  so  imposuble  to 'be  made  by  the  domestic  mantifactti- 
rers.  To  this  part  of  the  argument  he  invited,  and  invoked, 
and  almost  defied,  tlic  response  of  his  opponents.  The 
fire-made  salt  would  not  answer  the  great  purposes  of  the 
provtnon  trade.  It  could  not  be  used  by  the  provision 
curers,  if  presented  to  them  as  a  gifV.  Sun-made  salt  alone 
would  answer.  It  must  be  had,  cost  what  it  may;  and  a 
tax  upon  it  was  an  Oppression  upon  the  people,  wiuiout  the 
posubili^  of  producing  a  domestic  supply  of  the  same 
article.  The  domestic  salt  would  not  answer!  All  the 
testimony  proved  this  great  and  cardinal  fact.  He  would 
not  recapitulate  that  testimony;  but  would  refer  to  the 
circumstance  mentioned  by  the  honorable  Mr.  Lyon,  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  of  which  he,  Mr.  B., 
was  also  witness — that  of  alum  salt  delivered  at  Maysville, 
in  November  last.  This  salt  had  crossed  the  Gulf  of  Meu- 
co.  It  had  ascended  the  Missiswppi,  in  a  rfiip,  to  New 
Orleans;  then  to  LouisnUe,  in  a  steamboat;  tlien  to  Mays- 
ville, in  a  keel  towed  by  a  steamer.  It  had  traversed  a 
thousand  miles  of  gulf,  and  nineteen  hundred  miles  of  river 
navigation,  to  reach  its  point  of  delivery;  and  tliat  point 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  great  Kenhawa  salt 
works!  there  to  be  employed  in  salting  Kentucky  pork 
for  exportation,  or  Southern  consumption!  _  How  over- 
whelming and  conclusive  the  bare  annunciation  of  such  a 
pregnant  fact!  And  that  no  circumstance  might  be  hck- 
ing  to  complete  the  power  of  this  impressive  argument  in 
&vorofforeign  salt,tiie  company's  own  steamboat  brought 
it!  Thus  making  themselves  public  and  unanswerable 
witnesses  to  the  total  ineificacy  of  tbeir  own  sdt,  and  the 
absolute  necessity  of  using  the  foreign! 

Mr.  B.  insisted  that  the  burthen  oTthe  salt  tox  upon  the 
West  was  agTjrHvated  by  contrast;  for  In  the  Northeast 
there  were  drawbacks,  bounties,  and  allowances  which 
more  than  indemnified  the  fishing  interast  for  tlie  propor- 
tion of  the  tax  which  they  paid.  They  were  allowed  to 
draw  out  of  the  Treasury,  at  the  ena  of  each  year,  as 
much  money  as  had  been  paid,  or  suppwed  to  have  been 
paid,  for  duties  on  the  salt  employed  in  curing  fish;  and 
under  this  system  of  drawbacks  and  allowances,  upwards 
of  five  millions  of  dollars  had  already  been  drawn.  The 
vigilant  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury  [Mr.  Isoban,]  had  dis- 
covered large  f^udsin  thisliusiness,  say  to  the  amount  (tf 
fifty  thousand  dollars  in  a  single  jrear;  but  the  laws  were 
yet  in  force;  and  while  they  continued,  the  leak  from  the 
treasury  on  this  account  must  still  amount  to  a  quarter  of 
a  million  of  dollars  per  annum.  The  Western  States  were 
allowed  nothing  in  the  way  of  drawback  of  duty  on  the 
beef  and  pork  exported  by  them.  These  States,  there- 
fore, felt  tne  anmitigated  weight  of  tiie  tax,  while  to  their 
friends  in  the  Northeast  it  was  actually  a  money-making 
busineu.   This  was  unequal  and  unjust  m  the  extreme. 
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The  constitution  declared,  and,  if  it  did  not,  the  first  prin- 
ciple of  equity  would  decUre,  that  taxes  should  be  equal 
and  uniform  throughout  the  Union.  But  this  equality  was 
destroyed  when  the  tax  was  refunded  to  one  quarter  and 
not  reninded  to  another.  It  was  the  same  thing  as  if,  in 
the  hw  impom^  H,  the  levy  of  the  tax  thotdd  be  b^  sec- 
tions, onuttii^  one  section  entit«Iy  from  the  operation  of 
the  levy.  It  would  be  better  in  this  cue  to  levy  by  sec- 
tiona,  because  it  has  been  proved  at  the  treasury  that  a 
cerbun  section  draws  back  more  than  it  pays— more  than 
it  would  have  been  exempted  from  if  the  levy  had  not 
reached  it.  This  business  of  reflinding'  the  salt  tax  to  a 
part  of  tlie  community,  proves  the  impolicy  of  lei'ying  it 
at  all:  fin-  if  it  is  refunded  to  a  pai^  justice  rcauires  it 
rfioidd  be  refunded  to  all;  and,  if  it  be  refunded  to  all, 
where  is  the  sense  in  levvingf  it?  The  people  of  the  NiHtb- 
east,  with  whom  salted  nsh  is  a  predominant  food,  have  a 
dntwback  of  the  duty  allowrd  them;  the  people  of  the 
South  and  West,  with  whom  salted  bacon  is  a  predominant 
food,  have  no  drawback}  and  Ihus  the  operation  of  the  law 
is  unec^ual  as  well  as  oppressive.  The  remedy  for  the 
vbol«  IS  to  abolish  the  tax,  and  all  the  superstructure  of 
drawbacks,  bounties,  and  idltiwances,  which  rest  upon  it. 

The  farmers,  continued  Mr.  B.,  are  the  class  most  in- 
terested in  the  abolition  of  this  tax;  they  feel  it  to  the 
quick;  and  he  could  not  allude  to  that  meritorious  class  of 
citizens  without  the  deepest  feelings  of  sympathy  and  con- 
cern. They  were  the  soul  and  body  of  the  country. 
Their  labors  supplied  nil  the  elements  of  subnstencc  to 
man  and  beast.  Their  names  were  to  be  found  upon  every 
list  of  contribution  to  the  public  service.  They  were 
found  upon  the  tax  list,  the  muster  roll,  the  jury  pannel, 
the  road  list,  the  bridge  list,  and  every  other  fist  wliich 
exacted  the  payment  of  money  or  the  performance  of  ser- 
vice. There  was  but  one  list-on  which  their  names  were 
not  to  be  found,  and  diat  wastlie  list  of  oflicc!  Farmers 
and  offices  seldom  get  together.  Their  station  in  the  body 
p(ditic  was,  front  raidc  for  sernce,  rear  rank  for  reward. 
Surely,  a  body  of  men  so  numerous  and  so  meritorious,  so 
ready  to  do,  and  to  suffer  for  the  Government,  and  so 
backward  to  ask  favors  from  it,  ought  at  least  to  be  unin- 
jured by  the  Government.  Laws  should  not  be  made 
against  them,  if  they  are  not  made  for  them.  Fair  play, 
atleast,  sliould  be  their  portion.  Tlie  "laisseznoua /aire" 
— "  let  us  alone"— «hoiud  be  tlieir  ready  granted  prayer. 
Yet,  how  stands  the  account  with  the  Federal  Government? 
Their  produce  loaded  with  duties  in  foreign  countries — 
virtualfy  excluded  from  many  of  them — ^by  Uie  total  failure 
of  Congress  to  make  any  attempt  to  re^ilate  forei^  com- 
merce according  to  the  power  granted  in  the  constitution, 
and  the  declared  intention  of  the  States  in  conferring  that 
power  upon  Congress!  An  imlispen^ble  ingredient,  not 
only  in  their  wetdth,  but  in  their  living,  and  only  to  be 
obtained  from  abroad,  loaded  with-a  dufy  of  three  times 
its  value,  befbfe  tbeycan  usciit  at  home!  The  Chdf  of 
Mexico  is  saturated  with  the  purest  salt.  Two  thousand 
islands  atxinnd  with  it.  The  Bahamas  alone,  about  five 
hundred  in  number,  of  which  Turk's  Island  is  the  chief, 
lying  in  the  very  channel  to  New  Orleans,  could  glut  the 
valley  of  the  Misrissippi  at  a  picatUon  a  bushel.  These 
ialanaenwantour  provisions;  we  want  their  aih;  but  the 
Federal  Government  gets  between  the  parties,  and,  by  a 
total  neglect  of  the  power  to  regulate  foreign  commerce, 
and  a  nun^fest  abuse  of  the  power  to  lay  duties,  obstructs 
and  prevents  the  natural  and  beneficjal  exchange  of  com- 
modities to  which  the  wants  and  superfluities  of  the  re- 
spective parties  so  powerfully  attracts,  and  so  urgently 
invites  them.  The  same  with  land.  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment has  got  all  the  land.  Invested  witii  the  wh<4e  dommn 
by  the  improvidence  of  the  Southern  Btates,  it  becomes 
the  dog-  in  the  manger,  and  refuses  to  let  the  fitrmera  have 
for  its  value  what  itself  cannot  use.  Bu^  to  confine  these 
reOectiont  to  the  matter  in  hand.    The  Gulf  of  Uezioo  la 
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full  of  salt;  the  Western  farmers  want  it;  they  are  debar- 
red its  use;  aod  that  by  a  Government  whose  taxes  they 
pay,  whose  t»ttlcs  they  fight,  whose  burdens  they  bear, 
and  whose  favors  they  seldom  receive.  We  have  a  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture,  so  styled,  at  least,  whether  by  way 
of  antithens  was  not  for  him  [Mr.  B.]  to  say;  eertiunit 
was,  the  name,  if  not  the  de^gn,  of  the  committee  dioald 
have  put  them  at  the  head  of  all  the  measures  for  the  abo- 
lition of  the  nh  taxes,  and  reduction  of  the  ]mce  of  refuse 
lands.  He  felt  himself  to  be  doing  the  hunoesi  of  that 
committee,  and  hoped  they  would  soon  be  found  fellow- 
laborers  and  co-operators  together. 

Farmers,  and  all  the  departments  of  agriculture,  are 
the  chief  sufferers  by  the  salt  duty;  but  they  are  not  the 
sole  sufTerera.  Manufactures  sufier  also;  and  it  ww  com- 
puted by  Sir  Thomas  Bernard,  one  of  the  witnesses  ex- 
amined by  the  committee  of  the  British  House  of  Commons^ 
that  the  manufactures  of  England  were  annunlly  injured 
to  the  amount  of  the  tax  derived  from  salt.  Various  ma- 
nufactures require  this  article,  either  in  its  proper  shape, 
or  as  a  chemical  preparation,  llie  hard  soap  alOne  made 
in  England  was  computed  to  require  two  thousand  tons  of 
mineral  alkali  per  annum;  and  this  alkali  is  obtained  by  a 
chemical  process,  either  from  salt  in  its  proper  state,  or 
from  the  salt  contained  in  barilla  and  kelp.  To  procure 
two  thousand  tons  of  alkali  must  require  a  much  greater 
number  of  tons  of  salt.  The  barilla  only  yields  seventeen 
per  cent,  of  alkali,  and  kelp  six  per  cent.  The  decom- 
position of  the  salt  It9elfi9*he  cheapest  mode  of  procuring- 
the  alkali;  and  this  salt  is  taxed  two  or  three  times  its 
value  in  the  United  States,  lO  that  .ilie  Federal  Govern- 
ment has  actually  established  a  tax  upon  cleanliness!  for, 
without  soap,  people  cannot  be  clean;  and,  wthout  salt, 
they  cannot  have  soap.  The  Committee  on  Manufiictures 
ought  to  pursue  this  subject.  Their  Teamed  labors,  their 
scientific  researches,  their  practical  knowledge,  their  ac- 
cess to  the  fountun  heads  of  information,  thdr  zeal  in  the 
cause,  would  enable  them  to  give  In  a  list  of  aome  fifVy 
mamiActures  in  which  salt,  or  its  chemical  preparations 
of  alkali,  muriatic  acid,  oxy-muriatic  acid,  sal  ammoniac, 
&c.  &c.  Sic.  is  indispensably  necessary.  To  that  commit- 
tee is  resiened  this  branch  of  the  subject;  and  the  confi- 
dent belief  may  be  entertained  that,  at  the  proper  time, 
this  zealous  committee — this  committee  no  less  capable  than 
zealous— will  come  ftvward  with  a  mathematical  demon- 
stration to  prove  that  the  salt  tax  is  an  injury  to  manufkc- 
tures  to  the  full  extent  of  its  own  amount,  say  a  million  of 
dollars  per  annum;  and  that  the  prosperity  of  manufiic- 
tures loudly  demands  its  total  and  instant  repeal. 

Every  interest  cries  aloud;  the  joint  interests  of  agri- 
culture and  manu&ctures  clamor  toother  for  the  repeal 
of  this  tax.  It  is  a  tax  upon  the  entire  economy  of  nature 
and  art,  upon  man  and  upon  beast,  upon  life  and  upon 
health,  upon  comfnrt  and  luxury,  upon  want  and  super- 
fluity, upon  fbod  and  raiment,  upfm  wiahii^  and  cleanli- 
ness! A  tax  which  no  economy  can  avcnd,  no  pover^ 
can  shun,  no  privation  escape,  no  cunning  elude,  no  f<»ce 
resist,  no  dexterity  avert,  no  prayers  can  deprecate,  no 
curses  repulse!  It  is  a  tax  which  invades  the  entire  do- 
minion of  human  operations,  falling  with  its  greatest  wei^t 
upon  the  weakest  and  most  helpless.  It  is  the  tax  which 
tyranny  invented,  in  the  worst  ages  of  the_  world,  to  force 
from  the  cultivator  of  the  soil,  to  wringfrom  the  clenched 
fist  of  penury,  to  extract  from  the  mouth  of  hunger,  the 
last  unwUlin?  contribution  of  vassak  to  lords.  The  tories 
introduced  it  into  England  above  a  hundred  years  ago. 
Our  nccesnties  compelled  us  to  resort  to  it,  in  a  small 
degreo,  at  tiie  commencement  of  our  Goveminent.  The 
fe«ral  administration  of  1798  ran  it  up  to  its  highest 
amount.  Jefferson  overthrew  it.  The  war  of  1815  com- 
pelled us  to  resort  to  it  agun.  Now  we  have  no  war,  no 
federal  admimsttatitm,  no  neeesrity,  and  the  disciples  of 
Jeffbnon  are  m  power.    The  Engflsb  wbtga  have  over- 
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turned  this  tory  tax  in  Eng'Iand;  cannot  wh'ig^  republicans 
overturn  it  here? 

Mr.  B.  repeated,  vith  energy  and  emphasis,  anil  vtiihcd 
to  fix  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  and  of  all  America,  fully 
on  tile  circuDistance,  that  tlie  British  Parliament  bad  to- 
tally repealed  the  salt  duties  of  Great  Britain.  The  in- 
formation collected  by  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  ISIS,  effected  the  immediate  overthrow  of 
these  duties.  The  King**  miiusters  withdrew  their  oppo- 
ntion,  impossible  as  it  was  for  the  treasury  to  do  without 
the  product  of  the  duties,  and  difficult  as  it  was  to  6nd  a 
new  article  of  taxation  on  wluch  the  amount  might  be 
levied;  but  they  withdrew  their  opposition,  and  the  bill 
for  the  repeal  went  through  both  Houses  without  furtlicr 
debate,  and  received  the  approbation  of  the  King  the  next 
day.  This  ia  what  waa  done  upon  the  prayers  of  the 
people,  in  acountty  where  the  people  are  very  imperfect- 
ly  represented  in  one  branch  of  the  Legislature,  not 
represented  at  all  in  the  other,  and  where  the  chief  magis- 
trate who  approves  the  act  ia  an  hereditary  ruler;  where 
the  necessity  for  the  tax  was  urgent;  where  the  domestic 
supply  of  artificial  salt  was  abundant;  where  the  manu- 
facturers of  this  salt  clamored  for  protection;  but  where 
the  voice  of  the  people  was  heard,  and  every  minor  inter- 
est made  to  yield  to  that  sacred  voice.  He  (Quoted  this 
exunple,  and  dwelt  upon  it :  for  he  held  it  to  be  impossible 
that  the  republican  Congress  of  the  United  States,  with- 
out a  nngle  restraining  motive  which  operated  in  Great 
Brit»n,  could  refuse  to  do  for  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  what  King»  Lords,  and  Commons,  had  done  for 
the  subjects  of  the  British  Crown. 

Hr.  B,  tlien  explained  the  proviuona  of  hia  bill.  He 
said  it  proposed,  in  the  first  place,  to  make  the  reduction 
to  ten  cents  (now  provided  for  by  law)  take  effect  on  the 
fii4d«y  <^  April  ensuing,  instead  of  the  lastly  of  Decem- 
ber next.  The  last  day  of  December  happened  to  be  the 
most  unfavorable  season  thnt  could  be  found  in  ttic  whole 
year.  It  was  "the  day  af\er  the  feast"  Hog  killing  time, 
which  created  tlie-  great  demand  for  salt,  waa  just  over, 
so  that  the  duty  was  kept  up  to  the  very  mpmeiit  that  it 
pressed  hardest.  Tlie  true  season  for  the  reduction  to 
take  effect  was  the  spring,  the  month  of  April,  when  the 
riversof  the  West' were  aU  floodcd,and  the  returning  steam- 
boats, and  the  citizens  who  had  gone  dowp  to  New  Orleans 
on  trading  voyages,  could  bring  up  supplies  for  the  en- 
suing fall.  The  second  reduction  in  the  bill  was  to  take 
effect  in  April,  1832,  and  the  duty  to  cease  entirely  in 
April,  1833 — requiring  about  two  years  to  complete  the 
entire  abolition  oTthe  tax.  This  was  a  slow  process  com- 
pared to  what  took  place  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  time.  The 
whole  tax  was  then  abolished  at  two  reductions,  and  botli 
made  in  one  Mn^le  year;  and,  while  that  great  friend  of 
the  people  remamed  at  the  head  of  affairs,  no  more  salt 
tax  waa  beard  of  in  America.  Mr.  B.  hoped  that  this 
would  soon  be  the  ease  again;  that  two  or  three  years  more 
would  exhibit  this  flavored  land  emancipated  from  the  salt 
ta^  and  enable  every  farmer  to  ^ive  food  to  his  family, 
salt  to  his  stock,  and  send  his  provisions  to  market,  with- 
out paying  a  daily  and  hoiu'ly  tux  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  B.  would  make  no  apology  for  detaining  the  Senate 
on  this  subject.  He  knew  it  waa  felt  by  many  as  an  intru- 
mon.  Other  operations  had  gotten  into  fasliion,  and  suf- 
fered impatient  interruption,  while  an  hour's  attention 
was  cbuined  for  the  people.  Still  he  would  make  no  apo- 
logy. He  stood  upon  Uis  rights^  which  gave  him  atilhori 
ty  to  discuss  the  affairs  of  the  people.  He  took  post  upon 
the  words  of  the  constitution,  which  created  the  Congress 
for  the  express  purposes  of  legislation.  He  knew  himself 
to  be  backed  by  those  whose  backing  was  worth  Iwving; 
he  felt  himself  to  be  cheered  by  those  plaudits  which  were 
unbought  and  unpurchaseable.  He  should  proceed  as 
as  he  frit  that  backing  and  heard  that  cheering.  He 


would  proceed,  with  the  bleasing  of  God  and  the  approb»' 
Uon  of  the  people,  until  two  great  objeota  should  be  ac- 
eomplishe^tin  the  salt  tax  was  abolished,  and  the  price 
of  refuse  land  reduced! 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.,  made  a  few  remarkson  thesubject. 
He  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of  repealing  the  duty  on  salt» 
and  had  already  introduced  a  bill  repeanng  the  duties  on 
that  article,  among  many  others;  but  that  he  should  be 
compelled  to  vote  against  the  bill  unless  amended,  inas<- 
rnucn  as  it  contemplated  a  repeal  of  the  duty  on  alum  salt 
alone,  which  was  produced  nowhere  but  at  Turk's  Island, 
while  salt  imported  from  all  other  places,  England  in  par> 
ticular,  would  be  excluded  from  Its  beneBts. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  reply,  when  he  was  interrupted 
bv  the  paasiDEKT,  who  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the 
bill  could  not,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  be  in- 
troduced while  there  was  a  bill,  the  one  noticed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  contemplating  the  same  mea- 
sure, lying  on  tlie  table. 

Mr.'BliNTON  replied,,  that  thebill  besought  tointroduce 
was  for  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  a  pai-ticular  kind  of  salt, 
alum;  while  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Mankind  was  to 
repeal  the  duty  on  sail  in  general.  He,  therefore,  thouglit 
the  measures  were  essentially  different. 

The  PRESIDENT  decided  that  the  object  of  both  billa 
as  to  the  article  of  salt,  was  precisely  the  same;  and  that 
the  leave  asked  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  was  not 
in  order- 
Mr.  BENTON  said  he  felt  so  confident  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  opinion  he  had  formed,  and  so  deeply  impress- 
ed with  the  importance  of  the  measure,  that  he  must  ap- 
peal to  the  Senate  from  the  decinon  of  the  Chair. 

Hr.  HOLMES  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  oa  this  ques- 
tion; which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HAYNE  observed  that  the  question  of  orderwluch 
had  just  arisen  was  a  new  and  important  dnc.  As  he,  and 
he  beheved  other  Senators,  wished  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine into  the  rules  of  tiie  Senate  before  voting  on  the 
question,  he  hoped  the  subject  would,  by  general  ctmsent> 
be  laid  on  the  table;  which  was  done. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  bill  for  tlie  adjustment  and  payment  of  the  claim* 
of  James  Monroe,  was  taken  up,  and  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  HAYNE  moved  its  reference  to  a  select  committee, 
on  tiie  ground  of  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  claim- 
Mr.  NOBLE  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
of  Chiims,  hut  expressed  his  decided  opinion  agunst  its 
ultimate  passage. 

Mr.  HAYNE  replied,  that  the  rules  (if  theirproceeding, 
when  any  measure  of  a  peculiar  cluractcr  came  before 
them,  directed  that  a  particular  committee  should  be  ap- 
pointed for  its  consideration.  The  claims  of  Hr.  Monroe 
were  of  a  peculiar  dsscription,  and  the  Committee  of 
Claimik  with  the  vast  bunncss  they  had,on  hand,  could  not 
hare  time  to  investigate  them  beforelhe  close  of  the  pres- 
ent session.  When  these  claims  were  on  a  former  occa- 
sion before  the  Senate,  they  had  been  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  of  which  he  waa  a  member;  and  from  this  he 
knew  tliat  their  investigation  would  be  attended  with  con- 
siderable dlihcuUy,  and  would  require  the  attention  of  a 
select  committee,  to  be  confined  to  Uiemselves  idone.  In 
advocating  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee,  at  this 
state  of  tiie  bill,  he  expressed  no  opinion  whatever  on  its 
merits. 

Mr.  BELL  was  of  opinion  tiiat  it  should  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.,  as  he  understood  from  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  [&lr.  Haikk,]  tiiat  the  subject 
had  before  been  referred  to  a  select  committee,  was  of 
opinion  it  was  better  to  follow  the  same  course  at  present. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  MOBLS'S  amend- 
ment, wWi  it  Ta»  negatived}  and  a  ballot  being  taken. 
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Fay  of  Navy  Officers.— Poii  Ofice  Department. 
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Hemn.  Haism,  SAxroan,  FsKLiKeHUTsxir,  Bill,  and 
iKiBstx,  were  appointed  a  select  committee. 

PAY  OF  NAVY  OFFICERS. 

The  resolution  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Babxirs, 
of  Pennsvlvanta,  concerning  the  pay  of  tnaaters  command- 
ant and  first  lieutenants,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  B.  stated  that  the  object  or  hif  resolution  was 
that  the  Naval  Committee  should  inquire  into  the  necessity 
of*  increasing  the  pay  of  masters  commandant  and  first 
Lieutenants.  The  oiU  of  last  session  on  the  subject  of  the 
Navy,  which  had  been  reported,  wad  of  a  general  descrip- 
tion, and  had  not  been  acted  upon.  It  was  well  known 
th&t  masters  commundant  were  inadequately  paid,  consid- 
ering the  nature  of  the  duties  they  bad  to  perfonn,  and 
thai  first  lieutenants  had.  no  higher  pay  thui  junior  lieu* 
.tenants,  who  had  not  the  same  responsibility,  and,  in  com- 
parison, but  trifling  services  to  perform.  Mr.  B.  further 
stated,  that  it  was  his  object  to  have  a  medium  pay  fixed, 
for  the  former  oflicers,  of  seventy-five  dollars  per  month, 
and  six  dollars  for  rations,  in  place  of  the  present  pay, 
which  varied  from  a  lower  to  a  higher  acalej  and  also  to 
raise  the  pay  of  first  lieutenants  in  proportion. 

Mr.  IIAYNE  suggested  to  the  gentleman  the  propriety 
of  modi'^ing  his  resolution — in  its  present  form,  it  could  be 
of  no  effect.  There  was  no  necessity  for  making  inquiry 
on  the  snbject:  the  bin  which  had  passed  the  Senate  last 
year,  though,  from  its  general  nature,  it  had  failed  in  the 
House,  had  settled  the  principle  that  a  graduated  scale 
was  necessary.  Tlian  the  officers  of  the  rank  mentioned, 
none  belter  deserved  an  increase  of  pay.  No  officers  had 
a  greater  share  of  duties  to|pcrform  than  the  masters  com- 
mandant; and  it  was  also  true  that  first  lieutenants,  though 
of  long  standing,  and  placed  in  such  a  rcspon^ble  situation 
in  the  commanding  of^  a  ship,  were  no  better  paid  than 
junior  lieutenants  of  yeateHlay.  He  would  sug^t  to  the 
geiitlemaa  from  Pcniisylvanis,  [Mr.  Barkabs,]  so  to 
change  his  resolution,  as  to  direct  the  committee  to  report 
a  bill  m  reference  to  officcn  of  the  above  named  ranks,  and 
a  bill  of  this  abstract  description  was  likelv  to  be  forward- 
ed, when  a  bill  of  a  more  genial  nature  might  not  succeed. 

Mr.  BARNABD  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion,  and  the 
resolution  was  modified  to  read  as  follows,  and  thus  adopted: 

Retotved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  AflTairs  be  in- 
structed to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  increasing  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  masters  commandant  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States;  and  also  of  aUo^ng  ad^tional  compen- 
sation to  lieutenants,  when  acting  as  first  lieutenants  of 
a  ship  of  the  line,  frigate,  or  sloop  of  war,  according  tQ 
the  rate  i^  the  vessel. 

The  remainder  of  the  Kiting  wM  ^ent  in  Executive 
business. 

WZDITEBOAT,  FXBBCABT  9. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  that,  at  the  last  season  of  Congress 
a  report  was  received  from  the  Poatngaster  General,  and, 
in  consequence  of  the  absence)  at  the  time  of  its  reodpt, 
(rfthe  gentleman  who  made  the  eal^  it  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. He  now  moved  that  &e  report  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate.  Hu  motion  wu  agreed  to< 
■    POST  OPFICB  DEPARTMENT. 

The  resolution  declaring  that  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  present  condition  of  Uie  Post  Of- 
fice Department,  were  not  authorized  to  call  before  them 
persons  removed  from  office,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing the  causes  of  their  removal,  was  agun  taken  up. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  concluded  his  speech  in  support  of  the 
resdution.  [The  lemarlcs  made  oy  Mr.  G.  tMnr  are  in- 
cluded in  the  report  of  his  speech  under  the  headof  Mon* 
day.] 

Mr.  HENDRICK9  (another  member  of  the  committee 
of  inquiry)  next  rose.  He  sud  he  would  detain  the  Se- 
nate wHh  a  reiy  few  remarks;  uid,  but  for  a  notice  by  the 


chairman,  of  certain  proceedings  of  the  committee,  when 
he  was  i)ot  present,  he  did  not  know  tlut  he  ^ould  have 
mingled  at  all,  at  this  time,  in  the  debate.  Absence  from 
the  committee,  at  any  time,  might,  unexplained,  be  con- 
sidered a  dereliclion  of  duty,  with  which  he  did  not  ffeel 
himself  in  the  least  degree  chargeable.  It  was  well  known 
to  the  chairman,  as  well  as  to  the  other  members  of  the 
committee,  that,  previous  to  any  knowledge  of  the  meet- 
ing alluded  to,  he  had  been  notified  to  meet  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs,  a  standing  committee  of  the  Senate, 
of  which  he  was  a  member.  Tills  bet  he  had  communi- 
cated to  the  cliairman  of  the  select  committee,  before  the 
meeting  bad  been  called,  litis  much  he  had  tbouj^t  pro- 
per to  say,  in  explanation  of  the  reasons  of  his  absence 
fi'om  the  committee  that  morning. 

It  was  not  his  purpose,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  go  into  an  ex- 
amination then  of  (he  condition  of  the  General  Post  Of- 
fice, for  that  was  a  duty  confided  to  the  committee,  wUch 
had  not  yet  been  pcrformcdf  that,  on  the  fragments  of  tes- 
timony as  yet  before  tlie  committee,  he,  for  one,  would  not 
form  any  definite  opinion,  and  he  would  not  prejudge  the 
case.  The  committee  had  closed  the  testimony  on  no  one 
single  point.  The  testimony  of  Abraham  Bradley,  tlie 
first  tt  itness,  had  not  been  closed.  Mr.  H.  here  spoke  of 
the  late  Postmaster  General,  and  said,  that  of  him  he  had 
a  most  exalted  opinion.  He  believed  him  to  be  an  honest 
man]  an  upright  and  efficient  officer.  He  remarked  that 
as  to  the  present  Postmaster  General,  he  would  not,  at 
tliis  time,  pass  either  censure  or  eulogy;  that  in  doing  either 
he  should  feel  himself  prejudging  the  case  before  the  evi- 
dence had  been  heard.  The  committee  had  a  large  field 
before  them)  had  taken  as  yet  but  little  testimony,  com- 
pared with  that  thouglit  necessary;  and  that  so  far  there 
was  no  testimony  before  the  committee  to  criminate  tlie 
Postmaster  General.  This  remark  he  thought  proper  to 
make,  for,  from  the  journal  of  the  committee,  frequently 
referred  to,  he  had  been  seen  Toting  very  broad,  and  al> 
most  unlimited  in<iuirics,  answers  to  which  might  seriously 
implicate  the  Postmaster  General;  inquiries  of  which  the 
Senators  from  Tennessee  and  New  Hampshire  had  com- 
pluncd  to  tlic  Senate.  He  had,  at  the  instance  of  the  chair- 
man, voted  interrogatories,  based  on  tlie  allegations  of  per- 
sons unknown  and  unnamed  to  the  committee;  be  ud- 
sanctioned  questions  which  did  not  appear  to  him  very  ne- 
cessary, because  other  members  of  the  committee  thought 
them  BO,  and  it  was  proper  for  him  to  say  that  tUs  course 
was  not  based  on  any  testimony  given  to  the  committee,  of 
existing  maladministration  in  tiie  department,  but  was 
taken  in  order  to  give  free  and  expanded  scope  to  the 
examination,  that  nusdemeanor,  if  it  existed,  might  be  fer- 
reted out,  or,  that  tumor  with  her  hundred  tongues  might 
be  hushed  into  silence.  Justice  required  this  to  prevent 
erroneous  impresmons  from  the  course  he  was  pursuing; 
and  while  he  thus  acted,  and  should  now  vote,  agunst  the 
pro|>osition  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  and  widi  the 
inquiry  to  progress,  he  should  feel  himself  bound,  now, 
and  at  all  times,  to  do  justice. 

He  was  somewhat  surprised  to  hear  the  proceedings  of 
the  committee  thus  far  exhibited  befwe  the  Senatei  Tor  it 
had  been  agreed,  that  until  they  diould  be  nren  in  the 
form  of  a  report,  they  should  remain  exclusively  with  the 
committee.  But  of  this  he  would  not  complun,  for  every 
thing  done  by  him  in  committee  had  been  done  from  the 
house  top,  and  nothing  for  concealment.  The  chairman, 
however,  had  thoi^ht  proper  to  suggest,  and  somewhat  in 
the  tone  of  complaint,  that  a  modification  of  one  (^estion, 
calling  on  the  Postmaster  General  for  the  causes  of  remo- 
val, had  been  made.  He  says  that,  in  the  interrontoiy  re- 
ferred to,  the  causes  of  removal  in  each  individual  case  are 
not  required,  and  tiiat  the  Postmaster  General  is  request- 
ed to  clasufy  the  causes  for  brevity's  sake.  Mr.  H.  Said 
he  had  voted  for  tliis  modification,  wishing  to  make  a  re- 
port at  ^  procnt  mnon,  and  b^eving  that  without  dio 


Digitized  by 


J51 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


152 


SiHATS.] 


Poti  O0iee  Department. 


[FsB.  9,  1831. 


modification  it  would  be  impossible  for  .the  department  to 
answer  the  call  before  the  4th  of  March.  How  correct 
he  was  in  that  opinion,  the  communication  from  the  De- 
partment to  the  committee  would  show.  Hkssbicki 
here  read  as  follows: 

"  Post  Oftics  DBPAMTintirT, 
JaauarySl,  1831. 
"  Sib:  I  have  tiie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letters  of  the  IStb  and  of  the  27th  instant. 

*'  The  preparation  of  the  statement  necessary  to  a  reply 
to  the  interrogatories  formerly  submitl.-d  by  fiie  commit- 
tee, was  immediately  commenced,  and  has  been  unremit- 
tingly prosecuted  by  the  department.  It  has  required 
not  only  the  application  of  all  the  ^aposable  force  of  the 
department)  delaying  some  of  its  impOTtant  current  bun- 
ness,  but  has  employed  unremittine'ly  several  additional 
cleris:  when  the  work  is  completed,  it  will  be  foi-thwitli 
submitted  to  the  committee.    1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  &c. 

"  W.  T.  BARRY. 
•'Hon.  Mr.  Cia«tox,  Chairman^  Stc." 
Mr.  H.  said  he  might,  however,  here  state,  that  he  be. 
fieved  but  one  member  of  the  committee  tliought  this  a 
matter  of  any  great  consequence.  All  tlie  members  ex- 
cept the  one  propounding  the  interrc^tory,  viewed  the 
question  as  one  of^ comparatively  small  importance.  This 
be  knew  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  chairman.  Nor  could 
he  see  the  difference  for  any  practical  result,  between  the 
question  modified,  and  the  question  as  it  was  originally 
named;  for*  if  fifty  postmasters  were  removed  for  pre- 
ds^T  the  same  cause,  the'statement  of  that  cause  once»  as 
appuci^ile  to  the  lis^  would  surely  be  as  certain  and  satis- 
factory, as  if  that  cause  had.beenstated  fifty  times,  and  the 
statonent  appended  to  each  name. 

The  narrative  of  one  or  two  incidents  In  committee,  he 
Aought  somewhat  incorrect.  Bvery  thing  bad  not  been 
related  precisely  as  recollected  by  him.  On  the  sugges- 
tions contained  in  a  letter  to  one  of  the  Senators  from 
Virginia,  charging  the  Postmaster  General  with  malcon- 
duct  about  some  Southern  contracts,  and  referring  to 
afBdavita  and  witnesses,  it  was  proposed  to  send  for  aeveral 
witnesses  to  Virginia.  This  letter  had  been  handed  round 
among  the  members  of  tiie  committee,  'and  a  meeting 
calleu.  It  was  instantly  determined  in  committee  to  send 
for  the  witnesses;  but,  on  the  confident  statement  of  a 
member,  that  tlje  testimony,  tlic  very  affidavits  spoken  of 
in  the  letter,  were  to  be  bad  at  the  post  office,  it  was 
thought  best  to  procure  the  affidarita  first)  and  the  ^ar- 
»ty  of  opiiuon  m  oommtttee  was,  not  whether  the  wit- 
nesses should  be  sent  for  if  needed,  but  whether  the  do- 
cumentary testimony  should  first  be  procured  fi-om  the 
department.  It  waa  remarked,  that  the  documents  ought 
first  to  be  procured,  and  then,  if  these  were  not  satis&c- 
tory,  we  would  incur  the  expense  of  sendini"  for  the  wit- 
nesses, and  this  opinion  prevailed.  The  chairman  and  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee  were  required  by  the  committee 
to  perfbnn  the  duty  of  vame  to  the  post  office  and  pro- 
curing the  affidavits,  which  duty  the  Senate  bad  been  told 
was  not  yet  perfbrmedi  and  if  there  were  any  delay  in 
thi^  the  Senate  would  see  that  it  laid  at  the  door  of  the 
Senators  from  Delaware  and  Tennessee.  The  sense  and 
the  vote  of  the  committee  were,  that  the  persons  should 
be  finrlliwith  sent  fbr,  if  the  papers  were  not  satisfiictor]^: 
and  after  all  this,  wdl  understood  as  he  supposed,  it 
seemed  to  him  somewhat  strange  that  the  chairman  in  this 
should  fbel  himself  justified  in  talking  about  delay. 

One  other  instance  in  which  the  fact^  as  they  occurred, 
had  been  misapprehended.  The  meeting  of  the  commit- 
tee at  which  the  examination  of  Mr.  Bradlw  was  com- 
menced, had  been  named,  and  his  motion  to  adjourn  cited 
as  a  measure  of  delay.  He  had  been  represented  as  giv- 
ing reasons  for  that  motion;  but  whatever  incidental  con- 
Tcrtttion  idgftt  have  taken  place  about  that  time,  he  had 
giren  no  rewm  fat  tus  motion  to  adjourn.  He  would  have 


been  saved  tiie  trouble  of  noticing  tiiia,  if  it  had  been 
stated  tliat  tiic  committee  had  met  in  the  afternoon,  after 
a  long  session  of  the  Senate,  and  had  continued  in  com- 
mittee some  considerable  time  after  candle-lighting.  This 
the  Senate  would  no  doubt  say  was  a  sufficient  reason  for 
adjourhment.  There  was  no  probability  of  being  able  to 
get  through  with  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Bradley  that  lug^t^ 
and  the  committee  then  thought,  as  theylwve  thougbt 
ever  uncc,  that  night  sessions  on  this  burineas  were  un- 
reasonable, and  too  laborious,  nnd  have  had  none  of  tkem 
since. 

In  concluaon,  Mr.  H.  sa^l,  that  the  whole  matter  had 
confirmed  him  in  a  belief  of  the  correctness  of  his  TOte 
originally  given,  for  referring  this  examination  to  the 
standing  committee.  Tha.t  «'as  the  committee  which 
ought  to  hayc  been  charged  with  this  duty.  With  the  aT- 
fMrs  of  that  department,  the  standing  committee  must 
necessarily  be  more  familiar  than  the  select  committee 
could  possibly  be.  It  was  their  ordinary  business  and 
duty  to  eznmine  into  and  understand  the  condition  of  the 
General  Post  Of^ce.  To  a  select  eomnuttee  the  whole 
business  was  entirely  new. 

From  what  had  been  said,  it  wotdd.readily  be  seen  that 
the  committee  were  employed  in  a  most  hdmrious  examina- 
tion; and  should  the  Senate  pass  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Tenaessee,  the  committee  would  bercBeved 
from  much  of  its  burden.  He  could  not,  however,  vote 
for  the  resolution.  He  entered  upon  the  duties  required 
of  the  committee  with  great  reluctance,  but,  hanng  pro- 
ceeded tlius  for,  he  was  inclined  to  go  through.  Let  us 
not,  said  Mr.  H.,  waste  the  time  of  the  Senate  m  debat* 
ing  the  matter  now.  The  Senatorfrom Delaware  was  the 
first  who  moved  in  this  business.  He  bad  repeatedly  said 
that  there  was  good  reason  for  believing  in  the  malad- 
ministration of  the  department,  and  siud,  leX  us  hare  light. 
He  would  not  undertake,  at  this  time,  to  say  any  thinr 
about  the  maladnunistration  of  the  department,  but  with 
the  Senator  from  Delaware  be  would  vote  ag»nst  the 
resolution  before  the  Senate,  and  proceed  in  the  biianesn 
of  the  committee.  He  would  not  consent  to  stop  at  the 
present  point,  and  publish  this  discussion  to  the  world,  to 
become  a  political  text-book,  instead  of  autiicntic  facta 
and  testimony.  Something  had  been  said  in  committee 
about  large  extra  allowances  to  contractors  in  tlus  neigh- 
bortiood.  This  allegation  he  wished  to  inquire  into. 
Suggestioni^  too,'  had  been  made  of  rix^lar  ivmr<9rieties 
in  the  State  he  had  the  honor  to  represent.  This  matter 
he  wished  to  know  all  about.  He  was  anxious  to  know  tf 
there  were  any  serious  evil  in  the  department;  any  thinp 
seriously  to  militate  against  the  passage  of  the  post  route 
bill,  now,  and  last  session  too,  before  Congress.  The  de- 
partment should,  if  possible,  suatein  its  own  weight.  He 
was  far,  however,  from  believing  that  it  ou^t  to  be 
looked  to  as  a  source  of  rerenue.  Intelligence,  and  th* 
conveaienoe  tiS  the  pao|^,  weve  its  chief  objects.  He 
was  (mxioos  thnt  the  post  route  bill  should  pasi^  and  Ibr 
one,  if  that  measure  were  necessary,  he  would  vote  an  ap- 
propriation to  meet  the  expense. '  It  was  his  wirii  that  Ae 
new  aettlementa  of  his  own  State  should  be-supplied  with 
the  mail,  and  in  that  point  of  view  felt  an  intocit  in  the 
whole  matter  whicli  others  might  not  feel. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  again  took  the  flom.  It  ii^  sud  fae» 
with  unfeigned  reluctance  that  I  rise  for  t!te  purpose 
agun  engaging  in  a  discussion  of  a  resolution  of the  bonor- 
ule  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  Laboring  as  I  do  at  ibis 
time  under  considenble  indispontion,  it  would  be  much 
more  agreeable  to  my  feelings,  if  consistent  with  my  sense 
of  duty,  to  suffer  those  who  oripnated  ddjate  to 
"form  their  political  textbook  Jot  tiie  year,**  aa  the 
gentleman  from  Indtuia  has  phrased  it,  withoct  any  at- 
tempt on  my  part  to  mar  its  beauties  or  correct  its  errors} 
but  the  remarks  which  1  bad  the  honor  to  address  to  the 
Senate  on  this  subject  have  been  so  grosdy  perverted,  and 
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the  real  state  of  the  funds  of  the  Post  Office  Department, 
as  they  appear  from  Uie  documcats  before  ua,  hat  been  so 
incorrectly  repres«ited  by  the  members  from  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Tennessee,  rUeisrs.  Wmsbvbv  and  Gbokbt,] 
that  I  am  again  compelled  to  tre^BM  upon  the  indulgence 
of  this  honorable  body. 

Before  I  proceed  to  discharge  this  necessary  duty,  suf- 
fer rac,  sir,  briefly,  to  notice  an  observation  which  fell 
from  the  roodier  from  MiiMuri,  [Ur.  Buraov,]  in  the 
course  of  a  debate  on  the  salt  tax,  originated  by  bim,  and 
which  you  then  pronounced  to  be  disorderly.  He  was 
pleased  to  say  that  Uie  Sewde  ought  not  to  deny  him  a 
fjearing  on  his  important  motion  to  abolish  the  duty  on 
alum  nit,  while  they  so  willingly  consented  to  this  inves- 
tigation, "which  ennged  them  as  petty  constables  in 
ferreting  out  crimes  of  which  thejr  mi^t  afterwards  be- 
come judges."  There  was  nothing,  «r,  in  the  source 
from  wluch  this  sprung',  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
made,  or  in  the  oecarion  wlucb  gave  it  birth,  that  woold 
have  entitled  it  to  any  notice  from  me,  but  for  the  repeti- 
tion of  the  argument  involved  in  it,  that  tlie  Senate  ought 
not  to  inquire  into  impeachable  matter.  That  argument, 
air,  has  been  urged  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire, 
and  supported  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  to  de- 
prive the  committee  of  tbe  power  of  ascertaining  the 
principles  upon  which  your  Poatroaster  General  haa  re- 
moved so  many  hundreta  of  officen  from  hb  department. 
If  it  baa  not  beim  sufficiently  met  and  answered  already,  it 
was  because  such  an  ar(fument  was  not  deemed  worthy  of 
any  labored  reply.  It  is  not  every  hypocritical  pretence 
which  ingenuity  can  resort  to  for  the  purpose  of  screen- 
ing guilt  or  condemning  innocencet  not  the  complaint  of 
every  ^cophant  who  bends  before  power,  and  who  would 
prostrate  the  dignity  of  tlie  Senate  while  he  affects  to 
mourn  over  its  frU,  that  meriti  an  answer  from  me.  But 
to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who  represents  the 
highly  respectable  L^idature  which  elected  him,  and 
who  doubtless  thinks  there  is  weight  in  this  objection 
when  be  pretses  it,  I  answer  that  the  object  of  the  whole 
inquiry,  as  expressed  on  the  face  of  the  resolution,  under 
the  authority  of  which  be  and  I  are  acting  as  membefv  of 
a  committee,  is  to  emdde  us  to  lepslate;  that  it  was  not 
instituted  to  lay  the  foundation  for  any  impeachmentt  that 
tbe  right  whicn  the  Senate  enjoys  as  a  co-ordinate  braocli 
of  the  whole  legislative  power  of  the  Union,  involves  the 
right  to  inquire  mto  any  and  every  abuse  in  all  the  depart- 
menta  of  the  Government  which  legislation  can  reach, 
and  which  Congress  ot^t  either  to  limit  or  prevent. 
The  power  to  inquire  whether  a  law  be  necessary,  must 
be  incident  and  subsidiary  to  tbe  power  to  make  H. 

His  reasoning  to  screen  the  Postmaster  General  fimm 
this  investigation  proves  too  much.  It  would  prevent  us 
from  examining  the  conduct  of  all  those  subordinate  offi- 
cers of  tbia  (Sovemment,  who  are  as  liable  to  impeachment 
u  the  President  or  ohie&  of  departments.  The  gentle- 
man horn  Maine  has  jusdy  remarked  that  the  Senate  is, 
fer  sane  purpoae^  a  judicial,  for  oUiera  an  executive, 
and  for  odwrs  a  l^idative  body.  It  exercises  iH  ttie 
powers  incident  to  each  of  these  capacities  independently 
of  othera.  Was  it  ever  hearcp'that  the  Senate  fwbore  to 
counsel  and  advise  the  Prei^ent  in  their  executive  cha- 
ruter.becauae  they  might  thereby  prejudge  matters  which, 
by  posubili^,  mi^t  afterwards  be  submitted  to  them  as 
legislatora?  Should  we  refuse  to  hear  a  word  to  convince 
OS  of  the  necesB^  of  paanoff  an  Act  to  prevent,  by  increa*- 
ing  the  penalties  for  extortion  in  our  public  officers,  be- 
caoise  we  might  be  called  upon  to  try  them  as  judges? 
Did  we  refuse  to  decide  in  our  judicial  capacity  a  question 
of  contempt,  because  such  a  bill  as  has  since  been  intro- 
duced, to  regulate  the  law  of  contempt,  might  be  brought 
before  uz?  The  argrnnest,  if  it  deserve  the  name  of  one, 
would  subvert  tbe  power,  and  obstruct  tlie  whole  action 
of  the  Senate.   In  sll  such  caiea  the  objection  of  prejai%<- 


ing  is  met  and  cruriied  by  the  antagonizii^  consideratioo, 
that  our  du^  to  the  peopk,  and  our  oaths  to  support  tfie 
magna  charta  of  thdr.  Ubnties,  require  of  us  to  clofle  every 
avenue  agwnst  the  possible  abuse  of  power,  and  to  expose 
and  restrain  every  encroachment  upon  thrir  rights.  Sir, 
there  are,  perhaps,  a  hundred  cases  appearing  on  our  re- 
cords, in  which  inquiries  have  been  made  here  into  abuses 
of  the  GovemraenC  for  the  purposes  of  lesisJationj  and  it 
is  not  too  much  to  say  that  wsis  ^ait  firat  time,  in  die  his- 
tory of  this  body,  when  such  an  (ri>jeclion  haa  been  advanc- 
ed to  screen  a  public  officer  from  a  fair  and  full  investi- 
gation of  the  principles  which  have  regulated  his  official 
conduct.  It  is  no  less  striking  than  novel,  too,  that  the 
friends  of  the  Postmaster  General  should  betray  such 
great  sensitiveness,  lest  the  exaimnation  of  the  committee 
should  lead  to  his  impeachment.  When  that  committee 
was  appointed  in  the  early  part  of  thia  session,  it  was 
vauntingly  ui^ed  by  hts  friends  here,  that  tiiey  defied  tbe 
inveslIgatiOD,  and  courted  tbe  inquiry.  Their  cry  was, 
"  none  but  the  galled  jade  winces."  Examine  every 
thing,  and  you  will  find  all  right."  Tlie  original  resolu- 
tion directing  the  inquiry  into  the  entire  mani^ment  of 
the  department,  was  adopted  witii  an  air  of  triumph, 
though  tbe  anxiety  to  avoid  Ac  scrutiny  of  a  select  con^ 
mittee  did  not  very  well  comport,  as  I  diooght  then,  ur, 
with  the  lofl^  and  sounding  phrases  which  accompaniedit. 
When  the  tnal  be^ns,  we  see  that  a  new  Kght  Is  suddenly 
shed  on  the  question  then  defsded.^  A  >part  of  the  power 
which  was  delegated  on  the  committee,  must  be  now  re- 
voked. The  liglit  begins  to  shine  too  brighUv,  and  the 
cry  is,  we  are  afrud  you  wiH  disclose  impeachable  matter. 
In  otiier  words,  tbe  fear  is,  that  the  Postmaster  General 
haa  BO  grossly  violated  the  law  and  the  constitutitm,  that  if 
we  suffer  your  committee  to  examine  lus  principles  of  ofH- 
cial  action,  with  a  new  to  restrain  Um,  we  may  be  com- 
pelled to  try  him  on  an  impeachment!  I  will  not  deny 
this,  sir,  because  it  has,  doubtless,  been  permitted  to  these 
gentlemen  to  learn  much  more  of  the  secrets  of  his  de- 
partment tlum  myself;  and,  as  I  do  not  love  to  contradict 
gentlemen  when  I  can  avoid  it,  I  agree  that  the  apprehen* 
sioiis  they  express  may  be  well  grounded,  if  the  proof 
be  not  arrested,  a  aeene  of  barter  and  juggling  for  office 
may  be  disclosed,  the  like  of  which  never  before  disgraced 
this  or  any  other  country.  It  may  be,  that  the  people  will 
stend  aghast  at  it,  and  every  boaest  man  of  the  peliticid 
party  \riiich  has  elevated  the  chief  of  this  department  to 
his  present  station,  shaH  view  this  scene  of  political  cor- 
ruption with  horror!  Does  tiie  department  cower  under 
these  chai^pM,  Ati  Does  it,  in  the  fhce  trf"  an  honest  but 
deluded  people,  still  shun  the  li{^t  under  the  hypocritical 
pretence  that  we  cannot  inquire  mto  impeachable  matter! 
Yes,  sir,  it  dare  do  thisi  and  it  has  found  a  supporter  here, 
who,  while  be  expresses  his  fears  tlu\t  we  are  ferreting  out 
crimes  of  which  we  may  afterwards  become  judges,  de- 
nounces us  as  petty  constables  for  our  trouble.  Tet,  be 
it  remembered  tbat  this  comes  Prom  the  chairman  of  the 
Connnittee  on  Executive  -Patronage)  and,  as  the  Senator 
from  Maine,  who  was  a  member  or  it,  has  alleged,  without 
contradiction,  in  the  debate  here,  ftcflti  the  very  author  of 
the  report  of  that  committee,  wMeh,  in  183(^  examinad 
every  department  of  the  Government  for  abuses,  and  re- 
ported six  bills  to  check  the  current  of  Esecuti/c  power, 
with  a  voluminous  expontion  of  &cts  and  alleged  crimes,  to 
lay  the  fbuadation  of  legisUtive  interference.  Last  at  the 
report!  One  of  tiie  bills  contains  a  clause  to  compel  the 
Prendent  to  asngn  the  causes  for  every  removal  from  any 
office  referred  to  in  that  bill.  It  was  net  only  deemed 
proper,  then,  to  disclose  impeachable  mutter,  but  necea- 
saiY  to  compel  that  disclosure  for  executive  as  well  m  le- 
gislative purposes.  Now,  the  very  course  recommendeil 
atthat  time  is  right  fbr  no  purpose.  Another  oftbesebilb 
provided  that  no  postmaster,  where  the  profits  of  Us  of- 
fice amount  to  a  eertain  aom,  sfa^  be  appcMsted  to  or  re- 
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moved  from  office  but  by  the  President  and  Senate.  The 
ailment  in  favor  of  this  bill  then  pressed  upon  the  peo- 
ple, was,  that  the  influence  and  patrona^  of  the  depart- 
ment were  90  vast,  that  it  had  become  one  of  the*'  arbiters 
of  human  fate"  in  this  country',  and  could  no  lon^r  be 
safelr  trusted  to  a  sin^e  individual.  The  committee,  in- 
stead of  telling  us  they  were  afraid  to  ferret  out  mmes, 
aay  tlicy  "  hold  themselves  to  be  acting'  in  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  in  laboring  to  multiply  the  gtiards,  and  close 
the  avenues  to  the  possible  abuse  of  power;**  and  the  im- 
peachable matter  which  is  now  so  objectionable  a  feature 
m  this  inquiry,  was  then  so  g*lorioua  a  discovery,  that  nx 
thousand  copies  of  the  report  were  printed  by  the  Senate, 
and  scattered  throughout  the  country.  We  see  here  who 
were  the  '*  petty  constables"  of  that  day;  and  if  a  chanife 
of  times  has  not  produced  a  change  of  principle  too,  we^ 
Aali  now  proceed  fearlessly  in  ferreting  out  abuses  of 
every  description  which  we  can  reform  or  inhibit.  If,  for 
doing  so,  we  receive  the  appellation  of  petty  constables, 
let  us  rely  for  our  reward  on  the  approbation  of  our  con- 
sciences and  our  country,  taking  care  to  merit  no  more 
humble  title  than  that  of  honest  constables,  who  never 
ehai^  double  compensation  for  their  trouble. 

But  it  is  alleged  that  this  question  was  decided  by  the 
Senate  at  the  last  session,  when  they  refused  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  which  induced  the  President  to  sweep  the 
list  of  civil  officers,  and  the  aid  of  precedent  is  invoked  to 
cfiect  a  suppresuon  of  tium  investigation.  Sir,  I  am  not 
aware  that  this  Senate  has,  in  the  gloomiest  period  of  sub- 
serviency to  Executive  mil,  decided  the  abstract  principle, 
that  even  the  President  is  above  the  law,  or  that  his  prin- 
ciples of  action,  while  administering  the  constitution,  are 
not  liable  to  investigation.  I  know  well,  that,  in  the  exe- 
cutive sessions  during  the  last  year,  inquiries,  in  particular 
cases  of  rcmorval,  were  repeatedly  refused,  some  Uiinking 
the  inquiries  Inexpedient  in  those  particular  instances. 
The  power  of  the  rcpi-esentatives  of  the  States  was  held 
insjight  estimation  by  the  advocates  of  Executive  influence 
at  that  day,  it  is  most  trues  but  even  then  no  man  pre- 
tended tliat  all  the  subonKnate  officers  of  the  Government 
should  be  covered  with  the  same  wgis  which  protected 
their  chief.  I'he  argument  then  was,  sir,  that  the  Presi- 
dent was  answerable  only  to  the  people  who  elected  him 
at  the  polls,  and  not  to  their  representatives — a  dbtinction 
to  which  I  never  bowed  with  any  respect,  and  which  I 
still  think  is  entitled  to  none.  But  tiie  chieft  of  depart- 
ments are  neither  elected  by  the  people  nor  the  States, 
nor  answerable  to  cither  in  any  other  way  than  through 
their  representatives  here,  by  whom  their  wliole  powers 
are  conferred.  The  Postmaster  General,  like  the  rest  of 
these  chiefs,  is  an  officer  unknown  to  the  constitution,  and 
the  creature  of  the  law  only.  Congress  enacted  Uie  law 
which  constitutes  hia  whole  autbori^  for  action.  It  made 
lum.  It  can  repeal  that  law  and  unmake  him.  Upon  the 
very  principles  conceded  by  those  who  sheltered  your 
President  from  scrutiny,  the  chief  of  this  department  is 
amenable,  like  every  other  creature  of  the  law,  to  his 
creators.  And  if  not,  then  ia  every  other  executive  offi- 
cer of  tliis  Government  at  all  times,  and  nnder  all  circum- 
itancca,  above  the  very  law  which  establ^ed  bis  office. 
You  cannot,  on  this  j)rinciple,  investigate  the  Conduct  of 
the  roost  petty  officer  in  the  customs,  without  invading  the 
royal  prerogative)  and  the  principle  that  the  "King  can 
do  no  wrong,"  which  even  England  knows  only  in  theory, 
is  here  transferred  to  every  subordinate  of  thfe  Govern- 
ment, untilevery"  pelting  petty  officer"  becomes  a  tyrant, 
amenable  to  no  human  tribunal  but  the  will  of  bis  political 
chief. 

There  does  not  exist  in  this  Government  a  department 
which,  by  law,  is  held  so  irresponsible  to  Congress,  or  (he 
people,  as  the  post  office.  It  disburses,  annually,  from 
Its  own  funds,  ^1,933,000  among  the  people;  of  which 
#595,000  is  piud  to  poitmutera,  ill  subject  to  be  reinoved 


for  a  smile  or  a  f^own,  at  any  moment,  by  its  chief.  The 
sum  of  fl, 274, 000  is  paid  for  transportation  of  the  mail,  to 
individuals  who  are  equally  liable,  for  a  smile  or  a  frown, 
to  be  embarrassed  by  the  regfulatioiw  of  the  department, 
(such,  for  instance,  as  the  loss  of  a  single  trip,)  and  driven 
nom  its  employment.  Ifa  soldier  of  the  revolution  apply 
for  a  scanty  pittance  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  annum, 
his  clum  must  be  scrutinized,  and  the  will  of  Congress, 
tardily  expressed,  must  sanction  the  compensation,  or  it  is 
lost.  But  how  many  thousands  are  disbursed  by  the  chief 
of  this  department,  at  his  will,  under  the  name  of  extra 
compensation  to  contractors  and  officers,  of  which  no  ac- 
count is  rendered  to  Congress  or  the  peopled  The  items 
compomng  the  immense  expenditure 'of  ^1,274,000,  are 
no  where  laid  before  the  publict  and  it  is  alleged  that,  in 
the  disposition -of  it,  the  grossest  abuses  of  unrestrained 
power  have  been  committed.  What  check,  what  control 
do  you,  can  you,  now  exercise  over  this  vast  disbursement 
of  the  public  treasure?  Is  there  any  department,- of  this 
or  any  other  Government,  whose  means  of  controlling 
public  opinion  are  so  ample,  that  it  is  subject  to  no  check 
or  linut^  A  nod  from  its  chief  now  creates,  at  any  mo- 
ment, a  new  clerk,  with  a  salary  of  a  thousand  or  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  or  drives  him  m>m  office,  and  you  are 
not  even  consulted  as  to  the  propriety  of  tlie  measure; 
nay,  you  remain  in  utter  ignorance  of  the  fact,  for  the  an- 
nual report  docs  not  condescend  to  give  you  a  single  item 
in  the  whole  mass  of  these  disbursements.  In  addition  to 
all  this,  more  than  rixly-three  thousand  dollars  are  annual- 
ly paid  away,  under  the  head  of  "Incidental  Expenses," 
at  the  will  of  this  chief  of  a  department;  and  there  is 
not  a  man  on  this  floor  who  can  state  the  number,  and  the 
substance,  of  even  the  principal  items  which  compose  it. 
All  that  you  know  of  it  is,  that,  in  the  i-cport,  a  part  of 
the  mighty  expenditure  of  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars, 
which  this  department  annually  lavishes  upon  twenty-Rx 
thousand  officers  and  agents,  is  stated  to  be  composed  of 
"Incidental  Expenses!"  Sir,  is  it  posuble  that  it  can 
escape  a  thinking  intellect,  how  easy  a  part  of  these  im- 
mense sums  might  be  pud  away  to  a  hireling  agent  for  an 
electioneering  tour,  under  the  pretence  of  public  duty' 
Is  it,  dare  it  be,  denied,  that  there  are  secret  agents  in  tiie 
employment  of  this  chief,  whose  compensation,  defrayed 
out  of  the  public  purse,  is  regulated  by  his  sole  control, 
and  whose  services  are  never  made  known  to  the  people, 
or  their  representatives  here?  Tet,  in  ad^on  to  all 
these  expenditure^  the  department  draws  annually  from 
the  treasury'  the  sum  of  sixty-one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  ninety-one  dollars,  to  pay  the  salaries  of  certain  offi- 
cers and  agents,  and  what  are  called  **  contingent  expen- 
ses" of  the  department,  making  the  wh^  actual  annual 
disbursement  of  $1,993,993  95.  And,  to  crown  the  climax. 
Congress  is  now  adced  (and  a  biU  lies  beftwe  me  which  has 
actually  been  reported  for  the  purpose)  to  increase  the 
pay  of  the  present  officers  to  an  amount  never  known  be- 
fore, by  more  draughts  on  the  treasury,  and  to  authorize 
the  present  Postmaster  General  to  create  as  many  new 
clerks  as  he  pleases,  each  with  a  salary  of  eig^t  hundred 
dollars  per  annum,  to  be  paid,  not  from  tiie  funds  of  the 
department,  but  from  the  treasury!*  Is  it  not  right  to 
inquire,  then,  for  what  specific  objects  these  expenditures 
have  been  made?  why  the  same  labor  which  was  per- 
formed by  the  old  officers,  cannot  now  be  done  for  the 
same  compensation?  and  upon  what  principles  the  depart- 
ment has  been  regulated  in  constitutinjf  the  recipients 
its  bounty,  or  removing  the  pbjects  of  its  aversion? 


*  On  the  36th  Febnia^,  the  department  sent  into  tbe 
Senate  an  estimate  for  extra  eierk.  hire,  amounting  to 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  which  was  inserted  in  the  appro- 
priation bill,  and  makes  the  draught  on  the  treasur}*,  to 
sustain  the  department  tiiis  year,  eighty-OTM  thousand 
dollars. 
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It  SO  happened,  sir,  that,  in  the  course  of  the  few  re- 
marks which  I  yesterday  fomul  it  necessary  to  submit  hi 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who  introduced 
this  resolution,  and  -commenced  this  debate,  I  entered 
into  some  calculation  of  the  state  of  the  available  funds  of 
this  department.  I  did  so,  aa  I  then  distinctly  stated, 
with  a  view  to  explain  the  causes  which  had  induced  this 
investigation,  and  to  exhibit  the  neccsuty  of  ascertaining 
the  truth  or  untruth  of  what  public  rumor  had  most  eonfi' 
dently  alleged — that  the  declension  of  the  public  treasure 
there,  was  owing  to  the  removal  of  so  many  experienced 
and  faithful  a£;«nts.  To  this  course,  sir,  that  unflinching 
champion  and  advocate  of  the  department,  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  has  taken  great  exception.  IIo 
chooses  to  assume  that  I,  by  the  mere  statement  of  what 
appears  on  the  official  records,  (for  I  did  nothing  more,) 
have  charged  the  department  with  corruption  and  fraud- 
That  is  a  result,  sir,  to  which  1  might  arrive  by  the  aid  of 
that  evidence  which  the  honorable  gentleman  has  refiiscd 
tlic  committee  to  hear.  I  would  not  prejudge  the  Vhole 
case,  howerer,  while  I  rejected  the  testimony,  or  before 
it  was  heard.  But,  if  the  charge  of  an  expenditure  un- 
precedented in  the  annals  of  the  department  necessarily 
implies,  as  he  soems  to  consider,  a  charge  of  fraud  and 
corruption,  then,  sir,  that  charge  is  sustained  by  evidence 
wliich  twenty  times  his  force  can  neither  suppress  nor 
discredit.  The  official  report  shows  the  amount  of  ex- 
penditures for  the  last  year  to  be  $150,574  38  more  than 
was  ever  expended  in  any  previous  year.  To  counteract 
the  effect  of  this  single  fact,  the  member  from  New  Hamp- 
riiire  bouti  that  the  receipts  of  the  department  have  ex- 
ceeded thoK  of  the  preceding  year  by  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Now,  sir,  he  who  affects,  with 
such  an  air  of  triumph,  to  call  my  attention  to  "dates  ami 
figures,"  should  be  a  little  more  careful  in  reference  to 
them  himself.  The  great  difficulty  with  this  sounding  de- 
cbrmtion  is.  that  it  is  not  true.  Ttve  Postmaster  Cenomrs 
ovn  report,  in  the  first  ten  lines  of  it,  proves  how  misera- 
bly the  membtr  is  mistaken.  The  receipts  for  the  last 
year  were  $1,850,580  lOj  those  of  the  preceding  year 
were  $1,707,418  42;  and  the  difference  in  the  receipts  is 
{143,164  68.  The  receipts  for  the  yesr  ending  the  1st 
of  July,  1828,  were  $1,598,877  95,  a  sum  wliich  is  less 
than  that  for  1830,  by  $251,705  15  only.  When  the  gen- 
tteman,  in  the  excess  of  his  zeal  to  lavish  encomiums  on 
the  depMlment,  only  doubled  the  real  excess  of  revenue 
of  1830  over  that  of  1S29,  and  ntppoaed  he  was  thereby 
casting^  the  predecessor  of  Mr.  Barry  into  the  shade,  we 
must,  in  charity,  suppose  that  he  had  forgotten  that  the 
real  ratio  of  increase  of  revenue,  since  the  latter  came  into 
office,  had  fallen  short  of  that  of  former  years,  I  do  not 
suppose,  air,  fliat  he  wilfully  stated  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three  thounnd  dollars  to  be  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lar^ but  I  do  suppose  that  some  one  had  infui'med  liim 
that  Uiis  statement  was  correct.  The  bet  is,  the  increase 
was  two  per  cent,  less  than  usual.  In  a  country  where 
the  increase  of  population  is  so  rapid  as  in  our», .  where 
the  demand  of  all  classes  for  intercourse  through  the  mail 
is  constantly  growing-,  the  revenue  for  postage  must,  and 
will,  if  proper  attention  be  bestowed  upon  it,  annually  in- 
creaae  in  a  corresponding  ratio;  and  a  Postmaster  General, 
Hiiose  advocate  can  rest  his  pretensions  to  public  confi- 
dence  upon  no  better  evidence  than  that  increase  which 
must  be  inevitable,  affords  but  slender  cause  for  his  advo- 
cate to  shout  victory  before  the  battle  is  begun- 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  the  member  then  pro- 
ceeds to  reply  to  my  remark,  tliat,  from  the  statement 
of  the  Postmaster  General  himself,  the  department  is 
unable  U*  meet  the  public  demand  for  post  routes;  and 
that,  if  that  statement  be  true,  unless  some  change  should 
occur  in  the  administration  of  its  afiairs,  it  would  soon 
reach  the  period  of  its  bankruptcy.  Now,  nr,  to  substan- 
tiate my  porition,  suffer  me  to  refer  the  member  to  a  few 


passages  in  only  two  of  Mr.  Barry's  communications  to 
Congress,  which  cover  the  whole  fround-  In  March,  183C^ 
he  writes  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  of  the  other  House,  as  appears  by  the  printed  re- 
port of  th^tt  committee,  in  vol.  3d  of  the  reports  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  No.  361,  that,  on  tlie  Ist  day  of 
April,  1829,  the  avulable  funds  of  the  department  amount- 
ed to  two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  and  sixty  .five  dol- 
lars, being  the  sum  which  ne  thus  admits  Mr-  McLean  had 
left,  after  paying  all  the  expenses  of  the  department  dur- 
ing his  administration/  and,  at  the  same  time,  he  admits 
that,  during  uU  former  periods  of  its  history,  *'  all  the  ex- 
[lenses  of  transportation,  and  otiicrs  incident  to  this  de- 
partment, have  been  defrayed  by  its  own  resources,  with- 
out any  appropriation,  at  anj'  time,  to  meet  them,  from 
the  treasury."  But,  in  addition  to  this,  be  admits  tliat 
Timothy  Pickering,  Joseph  Habcrsliam,  Gideon  Granger, 
Return  J.  Meigs,  ond  John  McLean,  had  actuiilly  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  this  nation  the  sum  of  $1,103,063,  no 
part  of  which  bsid  ever  been  drawn  by  the  department? 
but  which  had  remained  in  the  treasury  to  augment  tlic 
revenue,  and  strengthen  the  arm  of  the  Government. 
Then,  in  the  same  document,  he  informs  the  committee, 
that  "now  the  greatest  possible  frugality  is  necessary  in 
the  management  of  the  concerns  of  tlie  department,  and 
without  any  considerable  improvement  in  mail  facilities 
for,  it  is  believed,  at  least  three  years  to  come,  to  miike 
the  department  sustain  itself  in  its  present  operations, 
witiiout  any  increase  in  the  number  of  mail  routes!"  He 
proceeds  to  inform  them  tliat  the  two  hundred  new  mail 
routes,  then  called  for,  would  cost  eighty-nx  thousand 
dollars,  (the  treasury,  of  course,  to  pay  for  them,  as  the 
department  could  not,)  and  concludes  the  paragraph  by 
saying,  "It  is  not,  however,  apprehended,  that  the  ex- 
isting state  of  the  department,  and  a  continuation  of  tlie 
accommodations  already  in  operation,  though  its  expenses, 
for  the  present,  greatly  exceed  its  current  income,  will 
require  uiy  ssristance  beyond  wliat  will  arise  from  its  pro- 
gressive increase  of  revenue;  but,  as  before  stated,  witii 
adequate  vigplance,  the  resources  of  tiie  department  arc 
believed  to  be  equal  to  its  present  exigencies."  Here, 
then,  wc  see  that,  in  March  last,  such  was  th'c  embarrass- 
ment of  the  department,  that,  for  the  first  time  in  the  his- 
tory of  its  administration,  its  funds  were  equal  only  to  Its 
then  existing  exif^encles,  without  a  cent  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  the  mad  routes  which  were  called  for  from  all 
parti  of  the  country.  Before  that  time,  we  all  know,  tliat 
*'  all  the  expenses  of  transportation  were  defrayed  (and 
promptly  loo)  from  its  own  resources."  Then  it  could 
only,  by  great  frugality,  "sustain  itself  in  its  present  ope- 
rations," without  being  able  to  pay  for  any  new  mail  routes 
or  mail  facilities  for  three  years  to  come!  After  this,  sir, 
comes  the  important  question,  have  tlic  funds  of  the  depart- 
ment increased  rince  6ie  date  of  this  document  ^  So  far  from 
it,  your  Postmaster  General,  in  his  last  annual  report,  tells 
you,  that  since  that  time,  and  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  1st  day  of  July,  1830,  its  expenditures  have  exceeded 
its  income  $82,124  85;  and  the  two  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand  dollars  which  his  predecessor  had  left,  were  then 
reduced  down  to  one  hundred  and  forty-ciglit  tliuusand 


*  Mr.  McLean,  in  his  communication  to  the  committee, 
dated  February  26,  1831,  states,  that  when  he  left  the 
office,  the  surplus  funds  amounted  to  $289,140  17,  making 
nine  thousand  dollars  more  th.'iu  the  amount  stated  by  Mr. 
Barry-  He  also  states  the  whole  amount  of  the  excess 
of  expenditures  above  the  i-eceipts,  from  July  1,  1828,  to 
April  1,  1829,  to  have  been  but  $39,312  90,  including 
$5,8^2  15  expended  for  the  new  post  office  building, 
which  he  says  ought  to  have  been  a  cliarge  on  the  trea- 
sun*.  Mr.  Barty  states  this  excess,  during  the  same  time, 
at  $43,863  95.  See  4th  vol.  State  Papers,  1st  session  Slst 
Congress,  document  No.  118. 
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dollar!.  From  the  Postmaater  General's  answer  to  a  call 
of  the  other  House,  made  last  year,  to  ascertain  the  excess 
of  expen^tupe  which  oceurretl  in  the  three  last  quarters 
of  Mr.  McLean's  administration,  it  appears,  that  the  ex- 
cess for  the  first  quarter  of  the  new  adminiali-ation,  which 
commenced  on  the  Ist  of  April,  and  ended  on  the  Istjuly, 
1829,  was  thirty-two  thousand  dollars,  which,  added  to 
the  eighty-two  thousand  dollars,  the  excess  for  the  ensu- 
ing yew  shows  that,  in  the  first  fifteen  months  of  his  ad- 
ministration, the  funds  of  tlie  department  were  reduced 
one  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand  dollars.  I  commend 
the  gentleman  of  "dates  and  figures"  to  «n  examination 
of  these  stubborn  facts;  and  when  he  Iipb  Iramed  thera,  1 
may  pray  his  opinion  on  the  question,  whether,  from  the 
records  before  us,  the  department  is  not  verging  to  insol- 
vency, and  already  rendered  inadequate  to  the  purpones  of 
its  creation.  Sir,  he,  and  his  friend  from  Tennessee,  may 
paint  an  inch  thick,  yet  to  this  complexion  it  must  come 
at  last,  unless  tliey  mean  to  contend  tliat  the  Postmaster 
General  has  either  wilfully  or  ignorantly  misrcpvesenttd 
the  slate  of  the  fundsj  and  I  leave  them  to  choose  which 
branch  of  this  comfortable  dilemma  may  to  tliem  appear 
most  expedient  to  hang  upon  in  his  further  defence. 

At  the  same  time,  sir,  let  me  by  no  means  be  understood 
to  admit  tliat  the  present  postmiater  Genend's  statement  of 
the  available  funds  left  by  his  predecessor  is  correct.  His 

Eredecessor  stated  the  amount  of  these  available  funds  to 
ave  been,  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1828,  332,000  dollars, 
after  deducting  all  dcspei-ate  accounts.  Uul  his  successor, 
in  his  report  to  Congress,  reduces  this  sum  (by  dcduciing 
for  losses  since  ascertained,  and  for  expenditures)  to 
280,000  dollars,  on  the  1st  dav  of  April.  1 839.  Whether 
this  does  not  exhibit  these  fiinds  at  the  time  his  predecessor 
left  the  ofRce  in  an  unfiur  light,  yet  remains  to  be  ascer- 
tained. What  these  newly  d&acovercd  losses  consisted  oft 
whether  they  had  not  been  previously  taken  into  the  esti- 
mate  by  his  predecessor,  and  upon  what  principle  that  es- 
timate was  made,  all  remain  to  be  examinedi  and  I  hope 
we  shall  asccrtun  them  yet,  althou^  the  gentlemen  from 
Tennessee  and  New  Hampshire  have,  as  we  have  seen  be- 
fore, refused  to  hear  the  evidence  of  the  solicitor  of  the 
department  on  this  important  branch  of  the  subject.  If 
these  funds  have  been  incorrectly  represented  to  Congress 
by  the  present  Postmaster  General,  I  shall  not  stop  to  in- 
quire whether  bis  diminution  of  them  was  made  with  a 
view  to  disparage  his  predecessor,  upon  whose  official  re- 
putation he  evidently  put  a  slight  estimate  in  his  first  re- 
port, nor  whether  he  purposes  to  place  the  sum  he  has 
deducted  from  Mr.  McLean's  estimate  futurely  to  his  own 
credit  as  a  financiert  but  if  the  funds  do  cxial,  in  spile  of 
liis  report  to  Ae  contrary,  why  do  all  his  friends  in  botli 
Houses  oppose  the  passage  of  the  post  route  bill,  oji  the 
ground  that  he  has  not  the  money  to  defray  the  expense 
of  establishing  the  routes? 

But  further,  »r.  My  pOKtion  being  fiUly  sustained  by 
the  Postmaster  General's  own  statements,  I  ask  the  gen- 
tlemen who  undertake  to  decide  the  matter  referred  to  us 
in  his  fii%'or  before  the  investigation  is  begun,  why  is  it, 
tliat  now,  for  the  fii-st  time  in  the  history  of  the  depart- 
ment, it  is  unable  to  defray  the  expenses  of  mail  transport- 
ation on  the  new  routes,  which  the  public  have  demand- 
ed by  their  petitions  here,  and  whicli  liave  swelled  to 
about  three  hundred?  It  was  boasted  by  the  gentlemen, 
that  the  Postmaster  Qeneral  had  collected  more  revenue 
last  year  than  was  ever  obtained  before  iu  a  single  year. 
And  the  member  from  Tennessee  dwelt  with  heartfelt  de- 
light upon  the  fact,  that  the  present  postmaster  of  tliis 
city,  who  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  removal  of  Mr.  Munroe,  had  collected  a  larger  sum 
in  a  given  time,  than  the  latter  did  in  the  corresponding 
time  preceding  it.  This,  sir,  with  deference  to  the  gen- 
tleman, is  so  small  a  business,  although  the  Postmaster 
General  has,  as  we  see,  found  a  ftiend  here  to  make  the 


call  for  the  information  with  a  view  to  cfiect,  tltat  1  should 
not  notice  it  but  for  the  imputation. attempted  to  be  cast 
upon  the  excellent  officer  who  was  removed.  Here,  as 
in  all  other  cases  where  a  victim  has  been  singled  out  for 
proscription,  the  cff'ort  of  the  department  is  to  destroy 
hb  reputation.  And  yet  this  statement  of  the  Postmaster 
General  has  never  been  printed,  nor  in  any  oUKr  way  has 
the  proscribed  officer  been  notified  of  the  iDtended  at- 
tack. But,  saying  nothing  at  this  time  of  the  tnitti  of  the 
statement,  and  leaving  that  to  Mr.  Miuiroe  himself,  who 
will  defend  himself  against  this  or  luiy  other  imputation, 
we  cannot  but  reflect  that,  in  eve/}'  growing  town  or  citj', 
a  concurrence  of  fortuitous  and  co-operating  circumstances 
often  produces  a  much  greater  revenue  in  one  year  than 
tliat  of  the  preceding  one.  In  1829,  when  the  new  post- 
master v/as  appointed,  this  city  was  thronged  with  thou- 
sands of  visiters  and  applicants  for  office,  wliose  Itltcr 
)i05tage,  in  addition  to  that  whicti  the  rapidly  growing 
prosperity  of  the  city  produced,  must  have  constituted  a 
formidable  item  fur  the  PostmaEter  General  to  exhibit,  in 
contrast  with  that  of  the  preceding  year.  1  sliall  not  stop 
to  estimate  postaije  on  oilice-hiiiiting  letters  at  that  da) . 
The  gt^utlemen  on  the  other  side  have  far  better  means  of 
judging  of  this.  Doubtless  it  was  enormous.  Nor  bhall 
I  pomt  the  attention  of  the  gentlemen  to  tlic  many  cases 
in  wliich  the  revenue  has  declined,  after  the  removal  of 
good  officers.  But  as  tliia,  and  all  like  items^  are  em- 
braced in  the  whole  mass  of  revenue  for  the  year,  I  an- 
swer all  vaunts  of  this  kind  from  the  department,  by  in- 
quiring, in  turn — what  have  you  done  witJi  the  money  ? 
You  tell  us  that  you  have  expended  about  two  nuUions  of 
dollara,  and  abstracted  from  the  funds,  in  one  year,  riglity- 
two  thousand  dollars  besides.  How  liave  you  disbiu'scd 
this  immense  sum?  And  if  your  inability  to  comply  with 
the  public  demand  for  mail  routes,  prcsentit^,  as  you  ad- 
mit It  docs,  an  unexampled  state  of  embarrassment  in  the 
administration  of  this  brar.ch  of  the  public  revenue,  be 
not  owing  to  the  improper  dismissal  of  meritorious  office  ra, 
and  the  substitution  of  inefficient  ones  to  fill  their  places 
to  what  catise  do  you  ascribe  this  state  of  tilings? 

To  this  important  question  the  gentlemen  reply,  first, 
that  it  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  increased  mul  facilities 
which  have  been  established;  and  they  quote  from  tlie 
last  report,  that  from  the  Ist  day  of  July,  1829,  to  the  Ist 
day  of  July,  1830,  the  transportation  of  the  mail  was  in- 
creased in  stages  equal  to  seven  hundred  and  forty-five 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  aixty-sevcn  miles,  and  on 
horseback  and  in  sulkies  to  nxty-seven  tliotuand  one 
hundred  and  four  miles.  Admit  this  statement  to  be 
strictly  true,  yet  they  sliould  have  remembered  tltat  similar 
mail  facilities  have  always  been  grunted  before;  and  Ihcy 
also  should  have  read  to  us  so  much  of  the  same  report  as 
states  that  *•  it  is  in  part  owing  to  these  improvements  that 
the  amount  of  revenue  is  so  much  augmented."  The 
necessary  effect  of  these  very  improvements  must  be  to 
increase  the  amount  of  postages,  and  to  defray,  if  not  all, 
at  least  a  very  large  part  of  their  expense.  But  if  they 
had  proved  a  dead  loss  to  tlic  whole  amount  of  their  cost, 
it  would  not  account  for  one-half  of  your  expenditure. 
We  are  told  in  the  same  report,  the  average  expense  of 
transportation  b^  horse  or  sulky,  is  five  cents  per  mile, 
and  by  stages  thirteen  cents  per  mile,  in  the  southern  di- 
nsion.  Now,  suppose  these  improvements,  which  Iiave 
"so  much  augmented  the  revenue,"  did  augment  it  to  an 
amount  equal  to  one-lialf  their  cost;  and  suppose  that 
every  mile  of  this  increased  mail  transportation  in  stages 
cost  thirteen  cents  instead  of  eight  cent^  (Uic  mean  dlfler- 
ence  between  tlie  cost  of  tliat  mode  of  transportation  and 
the  transportation  by  horses  and  sulkies,)  the  expense  of 
the  whole  seven  hundred  and  foity-five  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  miles  u  but  #96,949  71;  and 
then  adding  $3,355  20  fiir  the  sixty-seven  thousand  one 
hundred  and  four  miles  of  transportation  by  horses  and 
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Milklea,  at  five  cents  per  mile,  the  whule  expenditure 
isbut$I0O,3O4  91^  ami  the  oiic-half  of  this  we  We  sup- 
posed is  paid  by  tlic  increase  of  revenue  it  has  produced! 
How  does  this  account  for  the  fact  tliat  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  were  last  year  expended  beyond  the 
disbursement  of  any  former  year,  and  that  since  the  re- 
signation of  Mr.  McLean  the  whole  annual  revenue  has 
been  sunk,  and  one  liundred  and  fourteen  thousand  dpllars 
drawn  from  the  funds  he  left? 

But  if  this  excuse  be  insufficient,  say  the  genllcmen, 
wc  have  another.  There  were  new  post  routes  established 
in  the  time  of  the  predecessor  of  tlie  present  Postmaster 
General,  a  part  of  the  cost  of  which  has  fallen  on  tlie  lat- 
ter. On  this  subject,  sir,  I  think  it  can  be  easily  shown, 
that  the  expense  of  eatablishiiig  the  new  routes  alluded  to, 
amounting  to  something  more  than  two  hundred,  did  not 
exceed  thirty  thousand  dollars.  All  the  revenue  which 
the  routes  established  by  the  law  of  1828  produced,  was 
received  by  the  present  Postmaster  General;  not  a  cent  of 
it  by  his  predecessor.  The  whole  expense  of  the  first 
quarter  after  the  joutes  were  established,  was  incurred 
and  paid  before  tlic  1st  of  April,  1829,  Out  of  the  funda 
in  the  hands  of  tiiat  predecessor,  forming-,  therefore,  no 
deduction  from  the  surplus  of  two  hundred  and  ei(fiity 
thounml  dotlan,  which  vm  left  on  the  lat  of  April,  1829. 
No  law  has  passed  since  the  present  Postmaster  General 
came  into  office,  to  compel  him  to  establish  a  single  new 
route.  His  predecessor  established  five  hundi-ed  and  fifty, 
three.  Including-  those  emimeralcd  hy  the  act  of  1827, 
paid  the  expanses  of  tlicm  all  without  calling  on  the  trea- 
sury for  a  dollar,  and  left  more  than  two  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  dollars  in  the  department!  During  all 
tliis  time,  too,  there  was  a  corresponding  increase  of  mail 
bcilitjea  of  evei^  description.  The  following  statement 
will  allow-  how  little  in  his  day  the  fiinds'  of  the  depart- 
ment were  affected  by  such  causes  as  arc  now  assigned  for 
their  unprecedented  decline: 

By  the  acU  of  the  3d  of  March,  1823,  and  3d  of  March, 
1825,  two  hundred  and  seventy  nine  new  postroutes  were 
established,  ot  which  two  hundred  and  fourteen  were  in- 
cludedin  the  lastact.  From  the  Ist  of  July,  1823,  to  the 
1st  of  July,  1824,  the  transporUtion  of  the  mail  was  in- 
creased four  huncb-ed  and  ninety-five  thousand  one  hundred 
and  eighteen  miles,  of  which  three  hundred  and  seventy, 
four  tliousand  two  hundred  and  seventy  miles  consisted  of 
stag-c  transporUtionj  the  cost  of  all  which  Mr.  McLean 
estimates  at  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  his  report  of  1824. 
By  the  report  of  November,  1825,  it  appears  that,  from  the 
1st  day  of  Jul;^',  1823,  to  the  lat  day  of  July,  1825,  the 
increase  of  mail  accommodation  amounted  to  one  million 
five  hundred  and  twenty-eight  tliousand  eight  liundred  and 
twenty>one  miles,  and  during  the  same  time  one  thousand 
and  forty  new  post  offices  were  establislieil.  "Yet,'*  says 
the  report  of  that  day,  "snch  has  been  the  accession  of 
receipts  for  postage,  tliat  the  additional  expenditure  re- 
quired by  tliis  extension  of  the  mail  will  be  met  without 
(Ufficulty;  and  if  Congress  shouhl  think  proper  to  relieve 
the  treasurj'  from  all  charge  on  account  of  this  depart- 
ment,  the  usual  appropriations  may  be  drawn  from  its  awn 
funds."  In  these  two  years,  notwithstanding  all  these 
drafts  on  its  funds,  so  vastly  grciter  tlmn  those  which  have 
occurred  nnce  the  5th  of  March,  1829,  at  a  period  when 
the  denaty  and  amount  of  population  were  far  from  con. 
fcrring  the  same  advantages  for  increasing  its  revenue, 
which  now  exist,  the  whole  expense  was  promptly  met 
by  its  own  funds,  and  yet  there  w.-is  an  excess  of  revenue 
for  these  two  years  of  $29,177  99!  The  report  of  No- 
vember, 1826,  shows  an  augmented  conveyance  of  the 
mail,  since  1823,  of  one  million  ei^t  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-five  miles,  and  an 
increase  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-four  new 
post  ofllices.  Yet  the  revenue  was  foinul  sufficient  for  all 
these  expenses,  and  there  was  an  excess  of  it  in  tliat  very 
Vot.  VII.— 11 


year,  over  the  expenditures,  of  $79, 100  61 !  Tlie  report 
of  November,  1827,  shows  an  augmented  transportation 
of  the  mail  for  the  preceding  year,  of  four  hundred  and 
fifteen  tliousand  two  hundred  and  fourteen  miles,  in  stages; 
:tnd  on  horseback  and  in  sulkies,  of  fifty  thousand  and 
thirty-two  miles — yet  exhibits  a  surplufr  of  revenue  for 
that  year,  after  paying  all  expenses,  of  $100,312!  Bi^t 
more,  sir.  In  tliis  very  report,  Mr.  McLean  adds,  "that 
t)ie  surplus  funds  exceed  $370,000;  that  the  means  of  the 
department  are  now  ample  to  meet  the  reasonable  wants 
of  the  countryt  and  that  a  vigilant  administration  of  its 
affairs,  for  a  few  years  to  come,  will  place  at  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  Government  an  annual  surplus  of  more  than 
half  a  million  of  dollars!"  'Yet,  at  this  time,  sir,  when  it 
is  not  able,  by  the  declarations  of  its  present  chief,  even 
to  establish  another  mail  route,  its  advocates  and  cham- 
pions tell  me  there  has  been  a  most  vigilant  administration 
of  its  affairs!  And  I  am  even  taken  to  task  by  a  eentor 
morum  here  for  dai-ing  to  inquire  into  its  concerns. 

1  will  now  close  the  examination  of  these  excuses  for 
this  department  by  one  more  brief  statement  of  its  for- 
mer situation.  In  the  report  of  November,  1828,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  late  Postmaster  General  had,  unce  1833, 
added, 

In  staf^e  transportation,  -  1,949,850  miles; 
In  sulkies  and  on  horseback,        1,658,949  miles; 


Making  an  increase  of  3,608,799  miles; 
which  improvements  were  "accompanied  hy  great  in* 
crease  of  expenditure  on  all  the  important  routes;  on  ma- 
ny ot  them  the  mail  being  then  conveyed  at  tlie  rale  of 
one  hundi  L'tl  miles  a  day" — yet  the  amount  of  the  funds 
during  this  time  rapidly  increased,  ami  the  surplus  left 
(says  the  repoi-t)  was  332,105  dolUrs  and  10  cents.  Let 
it  be  remembered,  too,  that  the  number  of  new  post 
route*  cslablished  from  1823  to  1827,  was  553,  and  they 
were  in  the  next  year  increased  to  783.  Now,  niail  faci- 
lities, amounting  to  less  than  one-fourth  this  amount  have 
sunk  the  whole  annual  revenue,  and  reduced  the  surplds 
funds  to  148,000  dollars!  Hut,  in  addition  to  all  this,  the 
dcnunda  of  tliis  department  upon  the  treasury  have  much 
increased  since  1829.  Your  appropriation  last  venr  was 
$13,000  more  than  for  the  previous  year,  aiid'?22,940 
more  th.^ii  far  the  year  1824.  In  these  days  of  economy, 
the  old  furniture  for  some  rooms  in  the  department  must 
be  reformed  out,  and  the  appearance  of  things  rendered 
more  suitable  to  the  reigning  taste  of  those  who  rode  into 
power  on  the  allegation  of  extravagance  in  their  prede- 
cessors.' 

Looking  to  the  reasons  pressed  with  so  much  earnest- 
ness by  the  gentlemen  from  New  Hampshire  and  Tennes- 
see, 1  ask  them  how  they  reconcile  their  argument  with  the 
Postmaster  General's  own  statements  of  his  great  savings. 
In  his  report  of  November,  1829,  (referring  to  these  im- 
provements in  mail  transportation,  which  they  jiow  tell  us 
have  sunk  the  revenue  so  much,)  he  says  '*the  new  con- 
tracts have  been  made,  includingall  the  improvements,  for 
$19,195  37  per  annum,  less  than  the  sum  paid  under  the 
expiring  contracts."  If  this,  and  the  allegation  of  econo- 
my which  his  advocates  have  m.tde,  be  true,  what  has  be- 
come of  the  money  he  found  there  when  he  entered  the 
department^  Sir,  tliese  advocates  may  stille  this  inquiry 
for  the  present,  yet,  unless  they  can  render  some  better 
excuse  tor  the  abstraction  of  these  funds  tluin  has  yet  been 
given,  the  public  will  say  it  is  owing  to  a  want  of  skill  or 


"  The  appropriation  from  the  treasury  this  year,  for  the 
Post  Office  Department,  made  since  this  debate,  is  20,000 
dollars  for  extra  clerk  hire,  of  which  15,800  dollars  is  ex- 
tra clerk  hire  since  March,  1829.  .The  whol^  draftonthe 
treasurj',  to  sustain  the  department  now,  being  annually 
about  80,000  dollars. 
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a  profligate  expenditure;  and  looking  back  to  tlie  days 
wnen  ^bn  McLean  administered  its  concenu^  vith  the 
udof  all  the  able  and  faithful  officers  who  have  been  since 
ranore^  they  wiU  demand  an  inquiry  into  the  reasons 
which  have  occasioned  their  proscripbon,  and  those  who 
represent  them  shall  not  dare  to  refuse  it. 

But^  nr,  \  have  used,  it  seems,  an  unfortunate  expres- 
rion.  **  Proscription"  is  itself  proscribed.  The  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  vith  his  nine  causes  of  removal, 
complains  of  the  ttse  of  the  word  most  grievously.  His 
delioate  organic  and  the  still  more  tender  senribuities  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  are  not  to  be  assuled  bjr  so  un- 
seemly a  phrase,  and  he  makes  a  hit  at  the  Senator  from 
M«ne  for  daring  to  say  "proscription."  Sir,  we  shall 
hardly  be  driven  from  the  appropriate  use  of  the  ofTenMye 

fhrase,  even  though  the  chief  of  this  department  diould 
e  subject  to  fainting  fits  at  the  sound.  It  is  a  word  of 
such  "  exceeding  good  command,"  that  he  and  his  advo-' 
cates  must  pardon  me  if  I  try  how  I  can  speak  it  in  pure 
emulation  w  my  friend  from  Hune*  to  whom  the  member 
from  Tennessee^  having  most  exquisite  oi^ns  to  judge 
between  via,  but  not  yet  having  given  mc  a  fair  hcaiing, 
has  awarded  the  palm  for  pronouncing  it  better  than  any 
other  man  in  this  nation.  I  say,  then,  in  the  name  of  an 
insulted  and  abused  people,  to  this  chief  of  a  department, 
who  has  driven  hundreds  of  better  men  than  himself  from 
the  tniUic  service,  that,  although  his  advocate  here  has 
forbid  our  tonics  to  ^eak  of  "proscription," yet  I  would 
that  everjr  victim  of  his  unmerited  displeasure  mi^t  find 
him  when  he  Ecf  asleep,  and  ludloo  in  his  ear  **  proscrip- 
tion," 

**N«f,I  voaMlMwaatarlinf  uught  io>p«ak 
Hudiiagbai "  piQMripi'on,''  ttid        ii  him 
TakccpUtanp-r  •till  in  motion." 

He  should  be  met  at  his  incomings  and  his  outgoings,  and 
eve^  honest  man  should  ring  it  in  his  ears  untilthe  effects 
of  his  proscription  are  properly  appreciated  by  him.  And 
now  may  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  whose 
nerves  are  so  sensitive  on  this  subject,  how,  in  his  judg^ 
ment,  1  pronoimce  the  word  proscription? 

[Mr.  Gechdi — exceedingly  well.] 

Then  the  honorable  member  will,  I  hope,  hereafter  he- 
sitate to  dedde  before  he  has  heard  all  the  evidence.  May 
the  good  word  never  be  laughed  out  of  countenance  by  any 
political  wit  snapper  who  may  be  displeased  by  its  use. 
For  the  present,  I  fear  much  that  the  effect  of  lAe  vindic- 
tive spint  which  has  actuated  this  department  may  not  be 
properly  appreciated,  for  it  has  been  alleged  here,  that 
this  proscription  meets  tlie  full  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  his  name  has  been  used  as  a  political  deetmiatur, 
to  hush  the  inciuiiy  into  repose.  This  sounds  the  tocsin 
<tf  party,  and  invokes  the  aid  of  that  influence  which  can 
at  ul  times  successfully  suppress  truth  and  propagate  false- 
hood. We  may  despMr  in  such  a  contest,  and  be  compel- 
led to  acknowledge  that  if  he  who  prendes  over  this  re- 
public  hassanctioned  all  this  proscription,  we  are  too  power- 
less to  obtain  redress.  But  it  will  be  soon  seen  uliether 
there  be  not  one  man  in  this  nation  able  to  breast  its  ter- 
rors whan  even  the  Prerident  hurls  his  thunders.  Tliere 
are  hawks  abroad,  sir.  Rumor  alleges  that  the  plunder- 
ing fidcoo  has  lately  stooped  upon  a  full  winged  eagk  that 
never  yet  flinched  from  a  contest,  and,  as  might  be  natu- 
rally expected,  all  await  the  result  with  intense  interest. 
It  is  given  out  that  the  intended  victim  of  proscription 
now  IB  MC  distinguished  far  above  all  in  office  toe  the  vi- 
gor and  splendor  of  his  intellect: 

"  Micat  inur  anaet 
Vvlat  mirr  ignta 


One  who  hu  been  a  prominent  member  of  the  party  which 
gBTC  power  to  our  modem  dictator,  is  tu  feel  the  undying 
vengeance  which  can  burst  forth  after  the  lapse  of  twelve 
yeu%  ftr  u  act  done,  or  a  word  said,  in  a  hig^  official 
Mation,  and  under  the  stdemn  obHgation  of  an  oath.  But 


if  that  enerfn'  and  firmness  which  have  hitherto  charac- 
terized him  through  life,  do  not  now  desert  him  in  tliis  his 
hour  of  greatest  peril,  we  may  yet  live  to  see  one  who  has 
been  marked  out  as  a  victim,  escape  unscathed  even  br 
that  power  which  has  thus  far  prostrated  alike  the  barri- 
ers of  public  law  and  the  sanctity  of  private  reputation. 
In  the  mean  time  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  injuries 
inflicted  by  that  proscription  which  levels  first  at  uie  of- 
fice, and  then  at  cliaracter  to  justify  the  blow,  is  not 
less  severely  felt  because  the  sufferer  has  not  moved  in  a 
splen^d  circle.  The  ''beetle  that  we  tread  upon  may 
feel  a  pang  as  great  as  when  a  giant  diesi"  and,  looking  to 
the  case  to  which  I  have  alluded,  may  not  the  hundreds 
who  have  felt  the  sting  of  unmerited  reproach  fairly  in- 
voke the  sympathies  of  others  who  are  now  made  the  ob- 
jects of  an  attack  not  less  unmerited  and  unrelenting  in  its 
character  than  that  which  their  humbler  efforts  may  have 
been  unable  to  resist ' 

[it  being  now  half  past  four  o'clock,  Mr.  C.  yielded  to 
a  motion  for  adjournment.  On  the  succeeding  day  he  pro- 
ceeded as  follows:] 

Mr.  President,  however  offensive  it  may  be  to  the  mem- 
bers from  New  Hampshire  and  Tennessee,  to  observe  that 
they  have  played  the  advocates  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
I  mu^t  be  permitted  to  repeat  that  remark  in  sheer  com- 
pliment, when  I  see  the  dexterity  and  adrmtness  with 
which  they  have  defended  lum.  They  represent  themselves 
as  being  in  a  minority  of  the  committee,  when,  according 
to  my  view,  on  all  important  que^ons,  they,  with  the 
member  fVom  Indiana,  are  certainly  in  the  majori^.  But 
these  two  gentlemen  object  and  cavil  at  every  step  we 
take;  they  even  seek  to  stifle  the  inquiry  by  an  appeal  to 
the  Senate;  and,  to  crown  the  climax,  they  attack  the  wit- 
ness who  is  brought  before  us,  as  soon  as  he  makes  a  dis- 
closure of  the  indebtedness  of  the  Postmaster  General  to 
the  Government.  Kay,  they  go  f^irtiier:  ttiey  provoke  n 
debate  here,  in  wUeh  the  committee  is  involved,  to  the 
great  obstruction  of  the  inquiry,  and  in  the  very  com- 
mencement of  that  debate  they  attack  the  gentleman  from 
Mune  riolenUy,  for  daring  to  ask  a  question  which  they 
are  fearful  the  witness  should  answer,  but  which  they  say 
is  unbecoming,  and  intended  to  make  false  impressions. 
Going  beyond  the  whole  question  here,  too,  a  blow  is  le- 
veiled  at  aU  those  who  wish  to  obtain  light.  The  vei^ 
judgment  of  the  Senate,  in  commenang  the  inquiry,  n 
impugned.  These  are  the  tricks  of  certain  advocates 
when  defending  a  desperate  cause.  It  is  the  usual  subter- 
fu||fe  of  guilt,  first  to  impeach  the  witnesses,  and  then  to 
intimidate,  or  denounce  in  advance,  the  jury  and  the 
judges.  But  why  and  how  does  the  honorable  member 
from  Tennessee  attack  Mr.  Bradley?  In  the  ftnt  place,  to 
introduce  Uie  subject,  he  vdunteen  the  new  infbrmation, 
that  the  comnuttee  has  inquired  whether  the  Postmaster 
General  be  indebted  to  the  Government,  and  states  a  case 
in  reference  to  which  the  Senate  ought  not  to  be  called  on 
to  form  any  opinion  until  the  evidence  is  before  us.  He 
says,  Mr.  Fowler;  of  Kentucky,  had  given  a  bond  as  post- 
master, in  which  Mr.  Morrison  and  others  were  sureties; 
that,  afterwards,  Mr.  Fowler  gave  a  new  bond,  in  which 
Mr.  Barry  was  a  surctj-;  that  while  Mr.  Meigs  was  Post- 
master General,  the  first  bond  was  given  up  by  Mr-  Meigs 
or,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  was  pleased  to  innnuate, 
by  Abraham  Bradley,  the  Assistant  Postmaster  General, 
and  he  denounces  the  giving  up  of  this  bond  as  the  great- 
est enormity  that  ever  occurred  in  this  or  any  otlier  coun- 
try. He  even  volunteers  as  a  witness,  and  gives  bearsg^y 
evidence  in  behalf  of  the  distressed  Postmaster  General, 
whose  cause,  it  seems,  already  requires  all  kinds  of  evi- 
dence to  help  it  out.  Now,  sir,  I  mu^  acquit  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Tennessee  of  any  design  wilAilly  to 
calumniate  Mr.  Bradley.  He  has  been  nuued  by  others. 
I  pretend  not  to  Impugn  bis  motives  in  debate,  because 
it  would  not  con^mrt  well  with  what  I  feel  to  be  due  to 
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my  station  here.  But  if  the  Postmuter  Genenl  hu  mis- 
led  the  member  on  this  subject,  and  directed  his  defence 
here  to  be  conducted  by  thu  stale  and  miaerable  subter- 
fuge of  attacking  the  chuaeter  of  the  *itnesi  in  advance, 
let  me  tell  him,  m  advance,  be  cannot  screen  himaelf  by 
such  an  effort.  When  the  question  of  his  own  indebted- 
nns  comes  to  be  understood,  as  it  will  be  by  an  intelUgent 
public,  it  will  wear  a  very  different  complexion  from  that 
which  the  lionorable  rentleman  has  represented.  But  we 
have  not  taken  half  the  testimony  of  this  witnesst  and  in 
thii  state  of  the  investigation  I  will  not  follow  the  exam- 
ple of  the  member  from  Tennessee,  by  prejudging  tbe 
Lability  of  Mr.  Barry  on  this  post  office  bond.  It  becomes 
mj  duty,  however,  to  expose  the  motive  of  the  depart- 
ment for  this  attack  on  the  witness.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  has  mentioned  a  certun  letter,  which  Mr.  Brad- 
ley addressed  to  the  President,  and  attempts  to  forestall 
public  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  contents  of  thst  let- 
ter. He  will  pardon  me,  then,  if  1  exhibit  to  the  Senate 
die  head  and  mmt  of  Mr.  Bradley's  oflTending,  premisinr 
that  bis  life  and  character*  have,  in  the  estimation  of  afi 
men,  stood  above  reproach,  until  the  breath  of  proscrip- 
tion endeavored  to  taint  it,  and  that  his  oath  to  the  truth  of 
the  matters  stated  in  this  letter  was  first  taken  in  the  com- 
mittee, after  which  the  letter  was  rejected,  and  refused  to 
be  received  as  evidence  by  the  majority  of  the  committee, 
the  Senator  ftom  Munft  and  myself  dissenting.  I  ask  tbe 
Secretaiy  to  read  the  letter: 
The  Secretary  accordingly  read  the  following  letter: 

[Letter  of  Abraliara  Bradley,  late  first  Assistant  Post- 
master General,  to  the  President,  to  the  truth  of  the 
facts  contained  in  which,  bis  oath  was  taken  by  the 
fecial  committee  of  the  Senate.] 

"Chstt  Cbicx,  (Hd.)  October,  1829. 
**  TTk  Praident  of  the  United  Statet.- 

"Si«:  It  is  not  without  reluctance  and  anxiety  that  I 
venture  to  press  upon  your  consideration  the  subject  of  the 
following  remarks.  1  am  aware  that  he  who  comes  for- 
ward as  an  accuser,  does  not  always  excite  our  better 
feelingsf  but  1  am  aware  also  of  the  rights  and  duties  of  a 
citizen. 

**  I  address  you  as  the  chief  of  the  nation,  as  one  the  aim 
and  object  of  whose  life  must  be  to  adorn  his  station  by  a 
just  and  impartial  execution  of  tbe  laws  which  are  the 
safeguard  and  protection  of  all,  and  by  a  wise  scrutiny 
into  the  acts,  capacity,  and  fitness  of  those  whom  you 
have  appmnted  to  aaminister  the  details  of  those  great 
concerns  which  are  of  vital  importance  to  all. 

_  *'Not  knowing  your  particular  feelings  towards  the  in- 
dividual whose  conduct  and  character  nave  furnished  the 
occasion  of  this  address,  it  may  be  my  misfortune,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  distrust  with  which  such  communications  are 
too  often  read,  to  have  to  contend  with  the  predilections 
of  a  friendj  if  so,  it  will  occasion  me  regret,  but  will  not 
diminish  the  confidence  with  which  I  rely  on  a  patient 
perusal  and  mature  consideration  of  what  I  shall  say. 

"  I  proceed,  sir,  at  oncef  to  lay  before  vou  the  follow- 
ing chat^^  and  spedfications  against  Wuliam  T.  Barry, 
Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States: 

"  Cbasoi  1st.  That  he  is  indebted  to  tlie  Government. 

"  Spte^fi€aium.  In  the  year  18L8,  John  Fovler*  then 
postnuwter  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  was  indebted  to  the 

*  Mr.  McLean,  the  late  Postmaster  General,  in  hia  letter 
to  tbe  committee  of  the  26tb  February,  1831,  says:  <*  Ke- 
specting  Mr.  Bradley,  I  have  to  state,  that  from  Uie  time 
I  became  intimately  acquainted  with  him,  I  have  had  the 
lugheit  confidence  in  his  integrity.  During  my  connex- 
ion with  the  department,  his  time  was  faithfully  and  aan< 
duouily  devoted  to  the  public  service.  In  private  life,  Mr. 
Bradley  is  withdnt  reproach." 


General  Post  Office.  His  sureties  were  applied  to — they 
begged  indulgence,  proposed  to  pay  a  part  of  tbe  balance 
then  due — that  a  new  bond  riiould  be  ^ven«  and  tbe  <^ 
one  should  be  cancelled.  Ttua  was  done.  The  vmw 
bond  was  joint  and  several. 

"  William  T.  Barry,  now  Postmaster  General,  was  one 
of  the  sureties  in  the  new  bond.  Mr-  Fowler  fell  in  ar> 
rears  to  a  (greater  ammmt  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  which 
was  the  amount  of  the  new  bond.  Theae  sureties  bad 
been  repeatedly  called  upon,  uid  at  last  aiut  was  inititut. 
ed  against  them,  and  among  them  agunit  Mr.  Barry.  All 
this  will  appear  by  the  boMs  of  tiie  department,  and  by 
tetters  there  filed.  By  the  fimner  it  inU  appear  that  Mr. 
Barry  is  now  indebted  to  the  United  Btatea  to  the  amount 
of  ten  thousand  dollars. 

**  Bemarka.  It  is  said  that  the  money  paid  by  Mr.  Fowler 
after  the  n«w  bond  was  given,  was  applied  to  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  old  debt,  but  should  have  gone  to  the 
credit  of  that  under  the  new  bond. 

*'  And  titat  tfie  suit  agunit  William  T.  Bany  wai  de< 
tided  in  hii  &vor  by  the  court 

*'  Independent  of  the  known  rule  of  the  common  law, 
tlut  when  a  man  is  indebted  on  two  jkccounts,  and  pays 
money  to  the  creditor,  without  directing  to  which  account 
it  diul  be  applied,  tbe  crettitor  may  apply  it  to  wlwdi  ac- 
count he  pleases,  it  has  been  the  usage  of  the  General 
Post  Office  to  apply  moneys  paid  by  a  poitniaater  to  the 
extinguishment  of  the  balance  first  m  order  of  time  land- 
ing against  him  on  tlte  books. 

"  Again:  It  appears,  bjr  the  certificate  of  the  clerk  of 
tbe  court  in  which  the  suit  was  brought,  that  although  it 
was  in  the  first  instance  decided  upon  the  demurrer  by 
tbe  defendants  in  tbdr  fiivor,  yet  the  judgment  was  after- 
wards opened,  and  the  mut  dismissed,  so  that  the  United 
States  misfat  begin  dt  novoi  and  Ae  indebtedness  of  the 

nstilTreniauis  evident  from  the  bookaabd  records  of 
apartment  over  which  he  now  prcHdei . 
"  CuABSE  2d.  Tlutbe  haspMdmoney  in  advance,  con- 
trary to  law,  for  work  to  be  done. 

"Specification.  Some  time  early  in  tiie  present  year, 
Duir  Green  made  a  draft  on  tbe  Poibnaster  General  for 
fifteen  hundred  dollars,  payable  '  Mr.  McLean, 

then  Postmaster  General,  accepted  it,  to  be  paid  when 
printing  to  the  amount  should  be  completed  by  the  draw- 
er, for  tbe  use  of  the  department.  Toe  draft  was  cariied 
by  one  of  the  WashingUm  banks.  At  maturitfr  it  was  pre- 
sented to  me  for  payment  I  presented  it  to  Mr.  Bury, 
and  stated  that  notliing  of  moment  wasdue  to  the  drawer; 
and  that  there  was  a  »w  prohibiting  the  payment  of  mo- 
ney in  advance,  and  making  it  imperative  on  the  Presi- 
dent to  remove  any  officer  who  paid  any  sum  beyond  the 
amount  earned,  or  the  value  of  woi^  deEvered.  Mr.  Bar- 
ry  prohibited  its  payment,  and  it  waa  refused.  I  was  af- 
terwards informed  that  he  said  diis  was  done  without  bis 
knowledge.  I  went  to  him  and  recalled  to  hia  memoir 
the  conversation  we  had  had,  and  that  I  had  f(41owed  bu 
direction  in  refunng  to  pay  it,  and  then  read  the  lav  to 
himj  be  also  read  it  himself,  and  said  Green  was  wrong, 
and  it  could  not  be  paid. 

'•Not  long  afterwards  it  was  agun  presented  to  Mr. 
Barry,  the  Poatmaster  Genendt  he  aud  something  about 
the  law,  and  hw  enj[agenientl  to  Green,  and  6nalty  order- 
ed it  to  be  psid — this  was  done. 

"  Remarit.  The  law  says,  in  such  a  case,  tbe  Preti- 
dent  shall  remove  such  officer  from  office.  That  officer 
was  not  ignorant  of  the  law,  nor  did  he  misuprebend  ft; 
for  he  had  not  only  refused  to  pay  this  in  tbe  first  instance, 
(ukI  confirmed  it  a  second  time,  but  there  had  been  seve- 
ral other  instances  of  a  siniilar  character,  in  which  pay- 
ment bad  been  reftised.  The  books  of  tbe  department 
win  show,  I  believe,  four  other  cases  of  advaneea  oTlirge 
nnns  made  by  his  particularjirder,  bat  I  have  no  menin- 
ranthim  of  tmm,  and  one  instance  is  suflicimt. 
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"  Charge  3d.  A  disreganl  to  the  economy  of  the  public 
fundii  \inder  his  control. 

'<  Specijicatim.  In  the  early  part  of  tlie  year  1838,  Ur. 
Harrell*  who  camea  the  maU  in  at^fes  between  Georre- 
town  and  Cliarleston,  South  Carolina,  waa  required  by 
Hr,  McLean,  Postmaster  General,  to  start  from  the  for- 
mer place  at  3  A.  M.  instead  of  5  A.  M.,  and  to  arrive  at 
Charleston  at  t  P.  M.,  instead  of  5  P.  M.,  having  in  either 
case  twelve  hours  to  perform  his  route  through  a  smooth 
and  champaign  country-  After  having  made  the  change 
•a  required,  he  charged  the  department  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  year  for  tliree  additional 
teanuaaid  to  be  reqiured  in  thua  expediting  the  mail,  and 
demanded  that  sum.  Mr.  McLean  refused  to  make  the 
allowance.  Ilarrell  procured  a  representation  from  se- 
veral gentlemen,  to  the  effect  that  he  had  put  on  three  ad- 
ditional teams  in  consequence  of  the  increased  expedi- 
tion, and  that  the  amount  charged  was  not  too  high,  and 
a  certificate  from  Mr.  McDuffie,  that,  althovigh  he  was  not 
acquunted  with  the  fects,  he  knew  thoac  gentlemen  were 
respectable  and  entitled  to  fiill  credit.  Mr.  McLean  di' 
rected  roe  to  return  for  answer,  that,  as  the  contractor 
had  the  same,length  of  time  to  perform  his  route  in,  tlie 
law  did  not  authorize  him  to  make  any  allowance.  After- 
wards Mr.  HarrcU  came  to  the  omce,  applied  to  Mr. 
Barry,  who  directed  Doctor  B.  to  write  to  Harrell  that 
he  should  be  allowed  nearly  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  for  that  increas^  expedition,  from  April 
lit,  1838,  until  the  end  of  his  contrBct,  and  ordered  the 
pay  to  be  made  for  the  past  year.  Thus  more  than  five 
thousand  dollars  has  been  pud  or  engaged  to  be  pud, 
without  sufficient  reason,  and  contrary  to  law. 

"  3d.  MesBTS.  Mallets  carry  the  mail  from  Fayetteville, 
North  Carolina,  to  Camden,  South  Carolina.  They  ap- 
pUed  to  ftlr.  Barry  for  an  increased  allowance  of  five  hun- 
dred andlift^  dollars  a  year,  which  he  ordered  to  be  made, 
without  assigning  any  reason,  which  is  required  by  law 
in  cases  of  increased  allowances.  Apphcation  had  been 
made  to  the  late  Postmaster  General,  but  he  declined 
maUng  any,  not  seeing  any  ground  or  cause  for  such  al- 
lowance. 1  am  also  informed  by  tny  brother.  Doctor 
Bradley,  that  other  increased  allowances  were  made  by 
him  to  these  gentlemen,  amounting  with  the  above  to 
three  thousand  dollars  a  year,  no  adequate  grounds  cx' 
isting  for  such  allowance.  But  as  J  have  no  access  to  the 
books  of  the  department,  I  will-not  make  a  specific  charge 
of  that  fact,  but  merely  state  it  as  a  subject  worthy  of  in- 
quiry. 

"3d.  The  mail  is  carried  between  Mobile  and  New  Or- 
leana,  partly  in  sUgea  and  partly  in  boats,  three  times  a 
week,  and  costs  nx  thousand  dulars  a  year. 

**  Applications  were  made  to  have  this  mail  carried  in 
steamboatej  the  distance  is  called  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  n^Ies.  He  had  it  advertised  with  that  view,  Between 
New  York  and  Albany,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  the 
mail  is  oarried  Ax  times  a  week  during  the  season  in  steam- 
boats for  four  thousand  dollars  a  year.  Between  Balti- 
more and  Philadelphia,  nearly  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles,  steamboats  and  stages  daily  at  5,0U0  dollars,  during 
the  year. 

Mr.  Barry  has  made  a  new  contract  for  this  route  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty-four  miles  only  three  times  a  week, 
stipulating  to  pay  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  a  year.  By 
this  contract  the  mail  will  arrive  at  New  Orleans  one  day 
earlier  than  it  did  before.  But  there  are  three  other  ex- 
pensive routes  leading  to  New  Orleans:  these  already  more 
than  absorb  the  proceeds  of  the  post  office,  which  are  less 
than  twenty*fivc  thousand  dollara  a  year.  In  the  four  years 
for  which  the  contract  is  made,  it  will  cost  the  public  se- 
venty-six thousand  dollars  more  than  it  would  to  carry  it 
as  it  is  now  carried,  and  no  material  adv.tutage  is  to  be 
gained. 

*<  Spixifiaaim  4tk.  The  Uiw  requires  the  advertisements 


inviting  proposals  for  carrying  the  miul  to  be  published  for 
twelve  weeks  at  the  seat  of  Government,  and  the  usage 
has  been  to  public  them  once  a  week  in  two  papers.  The 
advertisement  of  tlus  year  is  a  short  one,  and  would  have 
cost  for  one  paper  once  a  week  ftom  nz  hundred  to  eight 
hundred  dollars.  The  proprietors  of  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer publish  a  daily  and  tri-weekly  paper,  and  publirfi 
the  advertisement  in  the  latter  several  times  without  any 
additional  charge.  But,  in  order  to  swell  the  amount,  Mr. 
Barry  employed  the  Telegraph  to  publish  it  every  time  in 
the  daily  paper,  every  time  in  the  tri-weekly,  and  every 
time  in  the  weekly  paper.  Tlius  the  public  pays  for  pub- 
lishing it  ten  times  a  week,  in  what  is  in  fiict  the  same  pa- 
per sometliing  modified,  useless  to  the  public  and  a  nui- 
sance to  the  subscribers.  Shame  seemed  to  restrain  ihc 
proprietor  from  taking  the  full  price,  and  he  reduced  the 
continuances  after  the  first  three  in  each  paper  from  thirty 
three  cents  to  twenty-five  cents  each  square.  Still  malung 
the  whole  cost  over  3,300  doUars. 

"Mh.  He  has  employed  eictra  clerks  and  agents  when 
the  business  of  the  office  was  as  well  and  promptly  done 
before,  and  when  it  did  not  require  others,  and  has  ex- 
pended money  in  alterations,  ornaments,  and  what  he  con- 
siders improvements  in  the  building  for  the  General  Post 
Office,  without  any  appropriation  or  warrant  of  law.  I  can- 
not specify  the  extent  of  the  cost :  the  books  of  the  office 
will  show.  • 

"Remark.  By  these  means,  through  his  own  indebted- 
ness* and  by  payments  and  engagements  made  without  rea- 
son, the  department  is  involved  m  a  loss  of  nearW  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  and  he  has  been  in  ofnce  but  rix 
months. 

"CiiAHGK  4th.  His  ignorance  o^  and  inattention  t(^  the 
duties  of  his  office. 

SptciJUatian  \at.  The  power  of  removing  and  appoint- 
ing postmasters  is  one  of  great  trust  and  importance,  and 
requires  vigilance,  care,  and  judgment. 

"  This  he  had  virtually  yielded  to  0.  K.  Gardner^  be- 
fore my  removal  from  the  office.  He  is  my  successor,  and 
I  know  not  how  it  is  now  arranged.  While  in  that  busi- 
ness, the  papers  rokting  to  one  office  were  arranged  in 
one  bundle;  and,  instead  of  giving  a  brief  of  the  charges 
against  the  individual,  and  tlie  answers  of  the  applicants 
and  their  supporters,  he  merely  endorsed  a  su^^stion  on 
the  papers  (liat  such  an  one  should  be  removed  and  such 
an  one  be  appointed,  and  the  Postmaster  General  endors- 
ed *'  approved,"  or  "  let  it  be  done,"  or  words  to  that  ef- 
fect. And  C.  K.  Gardner  thus  made  the  removals  and 
appointments. 

•*  i  would  not  be  understood  to  state  that  Mr.  Barrj'  ne- 
ver examined  the  papers^  he  doubtless  did  in  some  instan- 
ces read  them,  or  a  part  of  them,  and  the  more  important 
appointments  were  made  upon  advisement. 

'*  2d.  I  will  illustrate  the  effect  of  this — tlic  postmaster 
at  PoHghkcepsie,  New  York,  an  office  of  some  importance, 
rendered  more  so  by  the  interest  made  for  his  remov-iJ  and 
retention  in  office,  who  had  opposed  the  late  administra- 
tion strenuously,  and  advocated  the  present,  had,  it  seems, 
voted  for  his  friend  Judge  Thompson  as  Governor.  He 
wrote  to  me  repeatedly  about  the  efibrts  made  to  remove 
him.  He  also  wrote  to  Mr.  Barry.  I  took  a  letter  to  me 
into  Mr.  Barry's  room,  and  told  him  its  contents.  "  Sir,** 
says  he,  "  we  have  fully  considered  that  case,  he  will  not 
be  removed — you  may  write  him  so."  1  thouglit  it  bet- 
ter, from  my  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which  such  bu- 
siness was  done,  toapply  to  Gardner.  I  did  so,  and  found 
that  a  new  apptHutment  had  been  made  the  day  before. 

"3d.  For  some  time  he  attempted  to  open  the  letters 
addressed  to  him,  a  paramount  duty  one  would  tlunk,  and 
to  distribute  them  among  his  subordinates.  Hefinindhim- 
self  incompetent  even  to  this.  While  he  did  attempt  it, 
he  did  not  peruse  them  further  than  to  ascertain  it  was  an 
account,  a  contract,  &c.,  so  that  he  might  send  it  to  some- 
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body  who  had  charge  or  connezion  with  the  branch  to 
which  it  belonged. 

"  Sn^aaet. — On  one  occasion  he  rccrifed  a  long  letter 
from  a  man  named  Howard,  abuung,  and  I  beliere  prefer- 
ring charges  agunst  me.  Without  reading  it,  he  sent  it  to 
Mr.  Ci^le,  who  brought  it  to  me.  I  advised  him  to  car- 
ry it  to  Mr.  Barry,  and  tell  him  what  it  was.  He  did  soj 
Mr.  Barry  said,  at  first,  he  had  never  seen  it — then,  that 
he  supposed  it  related  merelv  to  a  clerkship,  and  did  not 
read  it.  Mr.  Coylc  asked  if  ne  should  not  show  it  to  mc; 
he  said  no — he  liad  great  confidence  in  me—it  was  of  no 
consequence. 

*'  Speeijicatim  4th.  His  substitute  for  Mr.  McLean'spUn 
of  accounting  for  newspaper  postage. 

"  Forma  which  relate  to  a  bunness  in  which  more  than 
ten  thousand  persons  are  engaged  are  very  material,  and 
bhoutd  never  be  changed  without  great  consideration,  and 
very  clear  advantage.  Thoy  should  be  brief,  plain,  and 
attended  with  as  little  expense  or  hbor  as  practicable. 

"  Under  the  old  form,  every  postmaster  was  fiiniished 
with  a  blank  account,  in  which  was  a  cuhimii  for  letter 
postage^  one  for  newspaper  postage,  and  another  for  free 
newspapers;  a  column  for  the  da)'  of  tlie  month,  and  fur 
the  office  or  mail  from  whence  received.  On  the  arrival 
of  the  mail,  the  postmaster  counted  the  chargeable  news- 
papers at  one  and  a  half  cents,  at  one  cent,  and  number 
of  free,  and  marked  the  number  and  amount  on  a  post  bill 
coming  with  the  mail.  Abo  the  same  with  respect  to  ma- 
gazines and  pamphlets;  from  these,  when  his  account  was 
made  out,tl)c  aggregates  were  carried  out  into  the  columns 
mentioned  in  the  blank  account.  I'his  plan  was  plain, 
siniple,  and  intelligible.  Judge  McLean  adopted  a  new 
plan,  and  Mr.  Barry  substituted  the  following,  nearly  as 
1  can  understand  it: 

"  I'he  postmasters  are,  as  soon  as  a  mail  arrives,  to  se- 
parate the  newspapers  into  as  many  parcels  as  there  are 
papers  Indifferent  names.  Hie  name  of  the  printing  of- 
fice, and  the  numbci*  ftom  each,  with  the  rate  of  postage, 
is  to  be  set  dou-n  in  an  account  kept  especially  for  that 

!>urpose.  There  are  probably,  in  the  United  States,  near- 
y  four  hundred  newspaper  establishments.  During  the 
session  of  Congress,  here  and  at  some  of  the  large  offices, 
papers  axe  received  from  almost  evei^  establishment  in 
the  country.  Supposing  papers  to  arrive  only  from  one- 
half  of  these,  on  any  one  day,  it  would  require  the  writing 
of  two  hundred  lines,  or  four  pages  of  large  paper,  before 
the  'new^»pers  would  be  in  onler  for  delivery.  This 
would  occasion  so  mud)  delay  that  the  public  would  not 
submit  to  it — it  is  therefore  impracticable.  I  send  here- 
with the  form  and  instructions,  that  you  may  see  that  it  is 
as  unintelligible  as  it  is  impracticable,  marked  No>  1. 

"It  may  be  wrong  to  call  this  Mr.  Barry's  plan;  it  was 
at  least  adopted  by  him,  and  shows  his  inattention  to,.if 
not  ignorance  of,  the  debiils  of  his  office. 
**  Speafication  5th-  His  circular  to  postmasters. 
"The  first  object  assigned  for  its  publication,  is  the  em- 
barrassed state  of  the  funds  of  the  department,  and  it  con- 
cludes with  the  same.  And  it  is  to  bc'infcrred  tliat  that 
great  object,  the  replenishment  of  the  funds,  is  to  be  at- 
tained in  part  by  preventing  the  abuse  of  the  franking 
privilege,  and  by  carefiUly  chaining  double,  triple,  and 
other  letters,  to  the  full  extent  ofthe  law,  and  by  the  non- 
reduction  in  cases  of  excess,  in  those  respects,  unless  the 
letters  were  opened  in  the  presence  of  a  postmaster  or  his 
clerk. 

"  Every  one  at  all  acquainted  with  the  subject  knoiva 
that  those  abuses  never  went  to  any  important  extent. 
The  PrcHdent,  and  higher  officers  of  tlie  Government, 
wliatever  exuberance  there  may  be  in  tlic  cxpresuons,  will 
not  believe  it  intended  for  them.  The  postmasters  are, 
as  a  bo<ly,  men  of  honor,  integrity,  and  standing  in  soci- 
ety,  whose  <tatb  of  office  is  a  sufficient  guaranty  agiunst 
(u<:ii  an  abuse. 


"  The  second  is  a  strained  and  improper  construction  of 
the  law  regulating  postages.  The  origin  of  that  law  was 
this:  A  postmaster  had  been  threatened  with  a  suit  if  he 
not  abate  the  postage  on  a  letter  delivered  from  his 
office,  averred  to  be  overcharged,  which  the  postmaster 
doubted.  He  applied  to  the  Postmaster  General,  (Mr. 
Granger,)  who  directed  the  abatement,  but,  when  the  law 
was  revised,  in  1810,  had  the  clause  (misconstrued  by  Mr. 
Barry)  inserted,  inoi-derto  protect  postmasters  from  suits. 
Such  was  the  construction  given  to  the  law  at  that  time, 
and  the  practice  since.  Mr.  Barry  has,  in  his  circular, 
made  the  postage  marked  on  the  letter  and  the  post  biU 
excliinve  evidence;  whereas  the  law  only  makes  it  con- 
chiMve  in  cases  of  prosecution,  the  opening  in  the  presence 
ofthe  post  officer  excepted.  The  postmasters  always  ex- 
ercised a  discretion,  and  denied  or  granted  the  abatement, 
as  they  believed  or  doubted  tlie  man  claiming  it,  or  other 
evidence  lie  migtit  produce, 

"  But  the  true  ooject  of  the  circular  was  to  convey  an 
idea  TO  the  piibUc  that  the  office  was  distressed  and  embar- 
rassed in  its  funds  by  his  predecessor.  This  was  not  touc, 
as  the  books  will  show,  and  Mr.  Barry  might  baVe  ascer- 
tained, if  he  had  not  been  ignorant  or  inattentive  to  the 
duties  of  his  office. 

'<  CUiLOOE  5th.  His  inuypacity. 

*'  A  man  in  the  high  and  important  station  of  Mr.  Barry 
has  frequently  cause  to  analyze  and  investigate.  1  have 
lent  my  attention  in  vain,  on  various  occasions,  to  discover 
these  CBpacitiest  and  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  want  of  them 
has  frequently  been  obvious  to  you.  No  greater  evidence 
need  be  given  of  these  deficiencies  than  the  specificationa 
mentioned  under  the  third  charge. 

"I  have  rarely  seen  a  man  occupying  any  thing  more 
than  an  ordinary  situation  in  society  so  ignorant  of  the  geo- 
graphy of  the  country.  A  Postmaster  General  uninformed 
on  its  topography,  a  knowledge  essential  to  the  office,  of 
the  courses  and  characters  of  its  waters,  of  the  ranges  of 
its  mountains,  but  even  of  the  particular  relations  of  its 
principal  and  prominent  places  to  each  other,  would  seem 
to  be  equivalent  only  to  something  nionstrotts  in  natural 
economy.  Yet  this  might  be  remedied  if  he  could  apply 
himself,  with  the  zeal,  fidelity,  and  peiseveranee  of  his 
'  predecessors,  to  the  broad  field  of  tlie  whole  country,  and 
not  weary  himself  by  a  narrow  and  contracted  vie*  of 
some  particular  portion  of  it. 

"Of  Komc  of  its  important  statiittics,  the  population,  the 
character  and  pursuits  of  the  people  in  various  parts,  es- 
sential to  estimate  the  necessity  or  importance  of  a  mail, 
and  the  frequency  or  expedition  with  which  it  should  be 
carried,  he  is  entirely  ignorant,  and  has  no  quality  of  the 
mind  suited  to  tlie  acquisition  of  such  information.  Ilis 
memory  is  defective,  or  of  a  character  which  I  will  not 
offend  you  by  speaking  of:  he  fre^urntly  forgets  import- 
ant transactions,  executed  under  his  immediate  direction, 
soon  after  he  has  gi\-enthe  order,  He  cnnnot  even  recol- 
lect upon  what  ground  the  suit  against  himself,  on  Mr. 
Fowler's  bond,  was  decided.  Witness,  also,  the  refusal 
of  payment  to  Duff  Green,  the  order  to  Mr.  Caylo,  and 
the  Poughkcepsic  case.  No  property  of  the  mind  is  more 
essential  in  such  an  office  as  his,  than  this  one  of  memory. 

"2.  He  permitted  an  inferior  clerk  in  the  department  to 
devise  and  write  the  circular  alluded  to,  and  then  copied, 
and  showed  it  in  his  own  hand,  as  his  own  production. 

"3.  The  reasons  assigned  for  the  remo\'al  of  Mr.  Haw- 
kins, the  postmaster  at  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  is  a  striking 
instance  of  that  want  of  reflection  and  judgment  which 
has  chai-actcrized  his  official  life. 

"  For  tlieacthe  is  reponsible  to  you  alone,  and  I  do  not 
profess  to  know  the  real  causes  which  led  to  it.  I  leave 
it,  without  Comment,  to  your  dccasion.  But  the  circum- 
stances arising  out  of  it  are  material;  and,  although  it  may 
require  some  detail,  I  muiit  beg,  sir,  your  iwhilgcncc  while 
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"  After  Hr.  Hawkins's  removal,  Mr.  O.  B.  Brown,  one 
of  the  clerka  of  the  department,  but  on  a  different  branch 
of  business,  directed  a  clerk,  whose  duty  it  was  to  make 
out  statements  postmasters'  accounts  tor  suit,  to  make 
out  tluit  of  Mr.  Hawkins.  In  execution  of^this  order,  he 
met  with  the  usual  mark  of  a  draft  for  a  considerable 
amount,  credited  in  pencil  to  Mr.  Hawkins;  and,  as  he 
doubted,  not  finding  in  whose  favor  the  draft  was  made,  he 
applied  to  Mr.  Brown  for  instructions.  Brown  directed 
him  to  omit  it«  and  to  make  out  the  account  as  posted  in 
ink.  Johnson  ^d  so.  Brown  directed  him  to  bring  it  to 
ine  for  my  ngnature;  and,  upon  Johnson's  answer  to  my 
inquiry  it  was  all  correct,  I  signed  it.  Johnson  gave  it  to 
Brown,  who  forwarded  it  to  the.  Fourth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  who,  as  he  says,  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
Klarshal  for  suit.  There  is  in  the  office  a  lawyer,  who  is 
charged  witli  the  duties  of  a  solicitor  for  the  office  for  all 
the  debts  of  persons  whose  employments  have  ceased.  All 
thia  Mr.  Barry  was  privy  to.  Afterwanls,  I  dtscovered 
the  account  wai  erroneous  and  conferred  with  Mr.  Darry 
on  the  subject.  The  whole  of  tbb  seems  to  have  been  a 
device  of  Mr.  Barry  and  Co.  to  justify  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Hawkins,  by  making  him  appear  a  great  debtor,  and  that 
it  was  neccssan'  to  the  security  of  the  public  to  sue  liim 
immediatclyt  thus  wielding  the  public  force  for  the  grati- 
fication of  Ilia  revenge.  It  was  witit  difficulty  I  persuaded 
him  to  let  it  rest  until  time  should  be  given  to  adjust  the 
accounts,  to  furnish  him  with  a  copy,  as  in  other  cases, 
and  to  make  a  call  for  payment.  I  cunild  ntrt  persuade  him 
to  agree  that  a  draft  should  be  made  for  the  amount;  but  he 
insisted  he  should  pay  by  a  depoaite  in  a  bank  thirty  miles 
distant,  and  otherwise  inconvenient,  upon  a  short  notice: 
and  yet  he  not  only  retained  Mr.  Brown  in  high  favor,  but 
rewarded  him  with  the  appointmentof  chief  clerk.  If  he 
liad  reflected,  and  had  not  wanted  judgment,  he  must  have 
been  sensible  that  this  was  a  device,  the  effect  of  which, 
when  exposed,  would  be  injurious  to  lumself  and  to  the 
Government.  He  compromittcd  his  own  dignity  and  lus 
oflBcial  station,  by  permitting  the  Fourth  Auditor  to  inter- 
fere in  the  concerns  of  his  department;  he  inflamed  the 
minds  of  Hawkins's  friends;  he  weakened  the  public  con- 
fidence in  the  department  over  which  he  himself  presided; 
he  alienated  others  from  the  Government,  by  exhibiting 
false  cauaes  for  removing  an  officer  under  his  controf 
Taking  all  these  things  in  connexion  with  lili  advance  to 
Duff  Green,  his  allowancei  to  mail  contractors,  his  em- 
ployment of  agents  and  clerks,  and  his  Mobile  contract, 
and  I  think  tlie  charge  is  fully  susrtained. 

"Cniaoa  6th.  His  want  of  integrity  and  veracity. 

«•  SpeaJUaiion  Isf.  On  the  10th  of  June  last,  Mr.  Barry 
came  into  my  room  for  a  check  for  his  salary,  and,  witliout 
any  pJCT'ious  remark  leading  to  the  subject,  said,  •  I  am 
surprised  to  find,  by  the  receipt  of  letters  almost  evety 
day,  from  almost  every  quarter,  wisliing  your  continuance 
in  office,  that  an  apprehennon  has  gone  abroad  tliat  there 
was  an  intention  to  remove  you,  I  can  assure  you  ^at  I 
have  long  been  advised  of  your  fiuthful  services,  and  such 
a  thing  as  your  removal  has  never  once  entered  my  head. 
You  may  be  assured  that  your  continuance  in  tliis  office 
will  be  as  permanent  as  my  own — that  is,  I  have  no  suspi- 
cion  tliat  any  adequate  cause  will  arise;  for  tliat  there  may 
be  exception.  You,  therefore,  may  be  perfectly  easy  oIi 
that  account.'  Tliese  assurances  were  repeated  throurii 
others,  as  I  was  advised,  by  his  direction;  and,  from  his 
deportment  and  language,  I  hnd  no  reason  to  doubt  them, 
until  I  received  the  following  note: 

"  'Post  Office  Depabthstit,  Sept.  14,  1829. 

'"Sir:  I  have  appointed  Colonel  C.  K.  Gardner  my 
assistant,  and  do  not  require  your  services  any  longer  in 
this  department. 

"  'Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"•W.  T.  BARRY.' 

'Mr.  A.  BBAnLKt,  Present.' 


'*  On  the  15th  September  he  requested  my  son  ■  to  as- 
sure me  that  he  had  the  highest  respect  for  me»  and  the 
utmost  confidence  in  me.' 

"Shee{fieation2d.  Hr.  Covle  had  been  chief  clerk  in  the 
Post  Office  Department,  and  was  removed  to  make  room 
for  the  author  of  Mr.  Barry's  circular.  After  his  removal, 
he  published  several  letters  addressed  to  Mr.  Barry.  The 
latter  informed  my  brother  that  two  of  the  clerks  in  the 
office  had  undertaken  to  answer  Mr.  Coyle.  The  second 
of  these  answers  contuned  a  side  attack  upon  me.  As 
soon  as  Mr.  Barry  came  to  the  office  the  morning  after  its 
publication,  I  told  him  it  was  an  entire  misrepresentation 
of  facts  as  it  respected  both  of  us.  Hie  case  was  this: 
Mr.  Scott,  a  derk  in  Ac  office,  had  been  very  ill  last  year. 
He  came  to  the  office  late  in  tlie  fall,  excessively  pale  and 
emaciated;  and  stated  that  his  illness  bad  imporerished 
him,  he  had  spent  all  that  he  had,  anticipated  all  he  could; 
winter  was  fast  approaching,  he  was  destitute  of  food, 
proper  clothing,  and  fuel;  that,  while  the  sahtrtes  of  other 
clerks  of  his  stui^ng  bad  been  raised  to  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, his  had  not  been  raised.  Judge  McLean  concluded 
to  make  him  an  allowance  of  one  hundred  dollars,  which 
I  paid  him. 

"  A  list  of  clerks  and  their  accounts  was  made  out  for 
Mr.  Barry,  and  that  sum  nearly  appeared  against  Mr. 
Scott.  He  died  leaving  his  widow  in  great  distress.  Her 
friends  applied  to  Mr.  Barry  to  pay  up  his  salary  to  the 
end  of  the  mpnth,  which  he  directed  should  be  done. 
Mr.  Coyte  apj^ied  to  me  in  belialf  of  tbe  widow  for  the 
pay.  I  showed  him  tbe  balance,  and  told  him  it  tM>ukl 
not  be  paid  until  it  was  squared — advised  him  to  apply  to 
Mr.  Barry  for  an  order  for  the  proper  credit,  and  to  state 
the  subject  distinctly.  He  returned,  and  said  Mr.  Banyliad 
directed  Tn'im  to  make  the  credit.  I  asked  if  he  was  sure 
he  understood  it  He  said  he  appeared  to  do  so.  I  told 
him  I  would  go  myself,  two  witnesKs  were  better  than 
one.  Mr.  Bwty  denied  having  g^ven  tlie  order.  I  then 
stated  the  cue  fiiUy,  as  far  as  I  recollected  it  at  the  mo- 
ment. He  told  me  I  might  tell  Mr.  Coyle  to  enter  the 
credit.  Instead  of  this,  I  called  him  in,  and  Hr.  Barry 
gave  the  direction  to  him  again.  Mr.  Cc^le  nude  the 
entry  agreeably  to  this  order. 

"The  answer  charged  the  payment  as  being  made  in 
advance,  (intended  for  me,)  and  a  credit  by  Mr.  Coyle  as 
an  act  out  of  his  line  of  duty,  and  for  base  motives,  with- 
out any  authority  fhnn  the  Postmaster  General.  After 
recalling  these  facts  to  his  memory,  Mr.  Barry  said  if  I 
would  write  a  note  to  him  in  explanation,  he  would  have 
it  published.  I  prepared  a  note  expressed  in  the  mildest 
form,  witii  which  he  appeared  pleased.  A  few  hours  af^er, 
he  informed  me  Mr.  Green  declined  publishing  any  more 
on  the  subject. 

Spet^ficaiion  3d.  His  conduct  in  relation  to  my  remo- 
val. 

"On  the  14th  September  last,  soon  after  I  went  to  my 
office  in  the  morning,  a  servant  placed  upon  my  table  the 
note,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  already  presented  to  you, 
dismissing  me  in  a  very  uncourtcous  manner  from  my  of- 
fice. In  a  few  minutes  after  I  had  read  the  note,  the  servant 
came  and  informed  mc  it  was  left  by  mistake,  and  Hr- 
Itarry  wished  its  return.  Not  long  after,  he  returned 
again  with  the  note,  and  said,  *  Mr.  Barry  saj^s  it  is  of 
no  consequence,  as  you  have  read  it;  lie  did  not  intend  to 
send  it  until  cvei^iig.'  I  immediately  put  up  such  of  my 
private  papers  as  were  convenient,  and  retired.  In  the 
course  of  the  day,  some  of  my  friends  called  at  my  house, 
and  strenuously  advised  me  to  tender  tlic  keys  of  the  post 
office  treasury  to  Mr.  Barry,  they  being  apprehensiTe, 
unless  it  was  done,  1  might  be  attacked  in  the  Telegraph; 
that  my  old  friends  were  too  much  shocked  to  do  much 
work,  and  this  miglit  be  attributed  to  my  liaving  the  keys, 
&c.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  was  induced  to  have 
the  keys  offered  to  Mr.  Barry,  the  monej's  being'  untold. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


173 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


174 


pm.  9,  last.] 


Foti  OJke  Department. 


(Sbitatk. 


not  inugining  he  would  accept  them .    He  did  take  them, 
and  the  aame  evening  delivered  them  to  my  successor. 

"I  reflected  on  the  subject,  and  it  seemed  so  reckless  of 
my  own  character  to  run  the  risk  of  his  accepting  them 
in  such  a  circumstance,  that  the  reflections,  yoa,  may  be 
assured,  were  unfavorable  to  sleep.  As  soon  as  the  morn- 
ing dawned,  I  sent  a  duplicate  key,  (which  had  been  over- 
looked,) to  my  sons,  in  town,  requesting  them  to  go  as 
soon  as  the  office  was  opened,  count  the  money,  and  de- 
liver it  over  to  Mr.  Barry.  My  eldest  son  did  go  to  the 
office  for  that  purpose;  after  waiting  there  untllhalf  past 
eleven  o'clock,  he  went  to  Mr.  Barry,  and  told  him  it  was 
my  request  that  he  should  count  and  deliver  orer  the 
money,  arid  delivered  him  the  duplicate  key.  ftlr.  Barry 
replied,  it  is  all  perfectly  right. 

"  Thus,  Mr.  Barry,  instead  of  refuang  the  key^  as  he 
should  have  done,  took  them;  instead  of  retaining  them 
in  his  own  poraession  until  he  saw  me  or  some  one  in  my 
beh^f,  put  them  into  the  hands  of  a  person  of  whom  I 
will  not  permit  mjrself  to  sav  one  word,  and  to  my  au- 
tfiority  to  my  son  to  count  and  deliver  over  the  money  to 
him,  gave  an  evasion. 

"  On  the  19th,  a  clerk  called  upon  me,  and  proposed  to 
count  the  money  on  the  22di  that  is,  after  it  had  been  in 
their  possesion  eight  days.  On  the  25th  of  September, 
I  received  a  note  from  two  of  the  clerks,  stating  that  ihey 
were  directed  to  give  me  notice  that  they  were  authorized 
to  couiH  the  money  on  the  SSth,  that  is,  after  it  bad  been 
out  of  my  possession  fourteen  days  ncarlyi  of  these  I  took 
no  notice.  I  conceived  it  to  be  a  mockery  and  an  insult 
to  send  a  notification  afler  the  answer  Mr.  Barry  had  given, 
through  myson.  Yet,  notwithstan^ngall  this,  Mr.  Barry 
authorized  the  publication  of  a  vile  paragraph  in  the 
Telegraph  on  the  28th  of  September,  giving  a  fidse  co- 
loring to  the  transaction,  and  not  alluding  to  the  interview 
between  my  son  and  himself  on  the  15tii  September,  in 
which  he  was  informed  that  I  denred  the  money  might  be 
counted  that  morning. 

**I  stand  prepared  to  make  good  everr  charge  and  spe- 
cification I  have  presented  to  you:  that  he  is  indebted  to 
a  huge  amount  to  the  very  ofiicc  over  which  he  presides: 
that  be  has  wasted  the  public  funds:  that  he  has  piud 
money  in  oilvance  contrary  to  law:  that  he  ia  ignorant  of 
and  inattentive  to  the  duties  of  his  office:  that  he  wants 
capaci^  for  the  office  which  he  hdds:  and  1  impeach  his 
integrity  and  veracity. 

*•  1  have  but  one  particular  more  to  notice.  The  letter 
by  me  to  turn,  and  published  in  the  Telegraph,  was  in- 
tended to  be  private,  and  put  him  on  his  guard. 

**  It  contains  no  threat,  but  plainly  tells  him  what  I  in- 
tended to  do,  and  believed  I  could  do.  It  does  not  contain 
a  syllable  disrespectful  towards  yourself;  but  expresses  a 
firm  reliance  on  the  propriety  with  which  ^ou  will  inquire 
r>nd  decide  against  him.  it  putt  him  on  his  guard  against 
any  reliance  on  your  too  fitvorable  opinion  of  him,  for  I 
thought  it  a  paramount  duty  in  you  to  disregard  such 
opinions;  and,  in  the  present  excited  state  of  the  country, 
so  firmly  am  I  convinced  of  being  able  to  sustain  the 
charges  I  have  made,  I  believe  it  would  lead  to  unpleasant 
measures  as  it  respected  yourself.  Such  a  communica- 
tion I  should  not  have  made  to  you,  I  have  not  made  to 
the  public;  if  there  was  any  thing  oflTeuMve  in  tlie  letter, 
it  only  became  so  by  its  publication,  far  which  Mr.  Barry 
alone  ts  responsible. 

"I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  air,  with  great  respect,  your 
obetU^t  servant, 

"ABRAHAM  BRADLEY. 
"Since  writing  the  foregoing,  1  have  been  informed  of 
allowances  made  to  two  contractors  for  merely  expetKting 
the  mail,  to  the  amount  of  nine  thousand  dollars  a  year; 
the  alterations  would  not  be  estimated  oT  the  value^  of 
from  one-iburth  to  one-tiiird  of  the  sum,  and  of  little  im- 
portance to  the  public." 


Mr.  Clattoh  resumed.  You  see,  sir,  from  this  letter, 
how  necessary  it  is,  for  the  very  existence  of  the  perse- 
cuting power  exercised  in  this  department,  that  Mr.  Brad- 
ley should  be  cruriicd.  If  he  stands,  it  must  fidl.  Bradley 
has  encountered  the  strife,  tliough  he  well  knows  the 
fearful  odds  against  him — for  he  baa  to  ftrug^e  against 
more  influence,  more  patronage,  and  a  spirit  more  vin- 
dictive than  exists  in  any  other  department  of  this  Go- 
vernment. Yet,  relying  on  the  Justice  of  his  countrymen 
alone,  he  bares  his  head,  now  grown  grey,  after  more 
than  thirty  years'  fiiithful  public  service,  before  the  storm, 
and  defies  its  vengeance.  A  private  citizen,  he  can  no 
more' be  driven  from  office;  on  the  verge  of  the  grave,  he 
can  never  expect  to  he  agun  employed  in  the  public  ser- 
vice. Yet,  as  an  honest  man  and  a  patriot,  he  feels  it  to 
be  his  duty,  when  called  upon  by  a  committee  of  this  Se- 
nate, to  lay  bare  the  transactions  of  this  department;  and 
I  will  venture  to  predict,  that  in  fiiture  history  his  ctiarac- 
ter  shall  stand  brightly  out,  while  those  of  his  desig^mg 
calumniators  diall  be  remembered  only  to  be  despised. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  stop  to  inquire  whjr  tlie  President 
refused  to  hear  Mr.  Bradley  in  corroboration  of  the  state- 
ments contained  in  this  letter,  though  we  know  from  the 
oath  of  the  witness  that  he  offered  to  prove  every  part  of 
it.  If  inquiry  is  now  to  be  suppressed,  we  can  readily  un-  - 
derstand  why  it  was  then  avoided.  Some  excuse  has 
always  been  devised  whenever  Investigation  has  been 
sought,  and,  until  a  change  of  times,  it  will  always  be  so. 
rhus  even  at  this  day,  no  answer  has  been  returned  by 
the  department  to  any  one  of  all  the  umneroua  interro- 
gatories which  the  committee  addressed  to  it  on  the  34th 
of  December  last.  Yes,  sir,  nearly  six  weeks  have  elapsed, 
and  the  receipt  of  that  communication  has  not  even  been 
acknowledgea.  Yet  I  thouglit,  while  on  this  subject,  the 
member  from  Tennessee  sought  to  implicate  me  as  cbiur- 
man  of  the  committee,  for  withholding  communications 
from  the  department. 

I  [Mr.  GacvoT  here  explained,  and  disclidmed  aigrnch 
expresHon  or  intention.] 

The  gentleman's  explanation  has  saved  me  some  trou> 
ble.  Yet,  sir,  it  may  be  well  now  to  put  a  stopper  forever 
on  eJI  such  wretched  surmises,  by  making  a  brief  state- 
ment of  what  has  occurred.  Three  letters  were  addressed 
to  the  Postmaster  General  by  the  committee — one  on  the 
34th  of  December  last,  being  the  most  important^  and  that 
which  inquired  into  most  of  the  concerns  of  his  depart- 
ment— another  on  the  I8th,  and  the  third  on  the  37th  of 
January.  That  of  the  I8th  of  January  also  contained 
several  important  inquiries.  Like  its  predecessor  of  the 
24th  of  December,  it  remained  unanswered  and  unnoticed 
until  the  31st  of  January,  when  the  letter  of  the  27tb,  in- 
quiring only  as  to  the  single  point  of  the  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral's indebtedness  to  the  Government,  woa  answered  by 
one  letter,  in  which  an  attempt  was  made  to  throw  the 
blame  of  the  loss  of  the  sum  of  $10,000  (the  amount  ctf 
Fowler's  bond)  on  Meigs,  or  some  other  person,  because 
Morrison's  bond  had  been  cancelled  and  given  tip  to  himi 
and  the  receipt  of  the  .letter  of  the  18th  was  barely  ac- 
knowledged, hut  Uiat  of  the  24th  of  December,  the  most 
material  of  all,  was  entirely  unnoticed,  olthouB^  he  had 
been  particularly  requested  to  inform  us  whether  he  had 
received  each  of  them.  [Here  Mr.  C.  read  the  letters.] 
Thus,  you  see,  ar,  with  what  justice  I  compWn  of  the 
refusal  even  to  notice  the  receipt  of  the  most  essential  in- 
terrogatories. The  acknowledgment  In  his  letter  of  "in- 
terrogatories formerly  submitted,"  admitted  nothing  as  to 
the  letter  of  the  24th  of  December,  though  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  has  emphasized  the  word  formerly,  as  i^ 
in  his  opinion,  that  was  a  recognition  of  that  specific  letter. 
Hie  Postmaster  General  might  now  safely  deny  hating 
ever  received  that  communication,  because  his  expression 
ia  fully  satisfied  by  relerring  to  the  "  troublesome"  inter- 
n^toricB  in  the  letter  of  the  18th  of  January.   After  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


175 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


176 


Post  Office  Departmaii. 


[Fib.  9.  1831. 


month's  silence  on  his  part,  the  question  was  put  to  him 
on  the  27th  ult. — "  Have  you  rcceivetl  the  letters  of  the 
34th  of  December  &nd  of  the  18th  of  Jsniuiry?  If  so,  ac- 
knowledge it."  The  answer  is — "  I  have  received  your  let- 
ters of  the  18th  and  27th  of  January !"  It  is  necessary  only 
to  add,  t)iat  the  two  brief  communications  from  the  Post- 
master General,  received  on  the  1st  of  February,  were 
mentioned  to  the  comoitttee  at  our  first  meeting  there- 
after, on  the  next  dajr  were  laid  before  them,  and  that 
their  whole  contents  were  fully  stated  on  the  day  after 
they  were  received  in  the  public  debate  here,  wliich  tlie 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  introduced. 

Now,  considering  tliia  extraordinary  sLile  of  tilings,  in 
which  we  can  get  no  information  from  the  department, 
is  it  not  sorprisinl^  timt  the  gentleman  should  still  insisit, 
when  we  propose  to  examine  a  witness,  that  we  should 
inquire  first  of  the  department?  A  letter  was  put  into 
my  hands  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia  who  sits  near  me, 
[Mr.  Tazswbli,]  from  a  citizen  ofthat  State,  whose  cha- 
racter as  a  most  respectable  man  was  vouched  for  by  thai 
Senator.  That  letter  now  Ilea  before  mc.  It  coiitain>i 
plain,  unequivocal  charges  of  "partiality,  mismanage- 
ment, fraud,  and  comiptioii,"  in  the  southern  contracts 
made  during  last  October,  fur  transporting  the  mail,  alleg- 
ing that  higher  were  preferred  to  lower  bidders,  without 
cause,  and  tlius  offering  to  account  in  part  for  the  waste 
of  the  funds.  The  writer  desires  that  the  commitlce 
should  investigate  the  matter,  and  offers  himself  with  the 
names  of  some  half  a  dozen  other  most  respectable  men, 
living  in  Virginia  and  North  Carohna,  whom  he  desires  us 
to  send  for  as  witnesses,  to  suljstantiate  the  charges.  The 
letter  is  laid  before  the  committee.  The  charges  are  so 
strong  that  it  is  considered  by  the  committee  necessary  to 
ask  for  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  The  power 
is  granted  by  the  Senate)  and  as  soon  as  the  committee 
meet  to  exercise  the  power  in  the  rery  case  which  in- 
duced  them  to  ask  for  it,  the  members  from  Tennessee 
and  New  Hampshire,  joined  by  the  member  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  IIiNDHicas,]  resolve  that  we  shall  call  on  the  depart- 
ment, to  see  if  we  cannot  find  in  the  Postmaster  General's 
own  hands  sufficient  affidavits  and  correspondence  to  sub- 
stantiate these  chains  against  him;  and  tltat,  afVer  wc  have 
ascertained  tliat  we  cannot  find  the  proof  there,  wc  may 
send  for  the  witnesses.  Tliis  is  determined  when  it  is  cer- 
tain,  from  the  distance  of  their  residence,  that  any  delay 
in  sending  for  the  witnesses  must  efTcctually  prevent  our 
obtaining  their  attendance.  At  the  same  time,  objeclions 
are  made  to  tlie  taking  of  any  depositions.  The  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  and  myself  are  appointed  to  cidl  on 
the  Postmaster  General,  to  learn  if  he  wili  not  convict  him- 
self wiUwut  more  proof,  and,  as  he  [Mr.  Gncsur]  has 
stated  in  debate  here,  whenever  I  requested  him  to  go,  he 
always  informed  me  the  Postmaster  General  was  sick  an<l 
could  not  see  us.  So  we  did  not  go.  In  the  mean  time 
it  became  useless  to  send  for  the  witnewes.  We  were 
within  a  few  days  of  tlie  end  of  the  session,  and  thus,  by 
a  slight  exercise  of  ingenuity,  tliis  part  of  the  invest! gatiim 
was  efTcctually  suppressed. 

[Mr.  BENTON  here  called  Mr.  C.  to  order,  and  insist, 
edtliatthe  proceedings  of  the  committee  sliould  not  be 
slated  in  debate. 

The  CIIAIK  decided  that  Mr.  C.  was  not  out  of  order, 
and  that  he  had  a  right  to  show  the  proceedings  wliich 
had  been  so  oflcn  referred  to  by  all  tlie  members  of  the 
committee  who  had  spoken  before  him. 

Mr.  BENTON  appealed  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said,  he  and  all  the  other  members  of 
the  committee  had  commented  as  fully  as  tlicy  pleased 
upon  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  BENTON  withdrew  his  appeal.] 

Mr.  Clatto-v  proceeded.  It  would  he  well,  Mr. 
.President,  for  all  such  as  wish  to  suppress  debate  as  well 
as  inquiry,  to  bear  in  mind,  before  tney  utten^pt  it  again, 


that  tlie  whole  discussion  is  not  one  of  my  seeking;  that, 
like  the  resolution  before  H8,  which  of  itself  discloses  some 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee,  it  had  its  origin  with 
those  only  who  desire  to  arrest  these  proceedings.  And 
I  will  add,  that  the  attempt  is  but  another  evidence  of  that 
disposition  to  prevent  information  on  these  subjects,  which 
1  was  proceeding  to  expose. 

It  has  been  stated,  that,  when  a  proposition  was  made 
in  the  committee  to  send  for  Mr.  Hand,  the  solicitor  of 
the  department,  to  give  testimony  as  to  tlie  state  of  the 
funds,  the  proposition  was  rejected.  This  officer  has  the 
collection  of  all  the  outstandmg  balances,  and,  of  course, 
could  have  shown  us  better  than  any  other  person  what 
I  part  of  these  funds  are  available.  He  could  have  produced 
!  his  estimate  of  those  funds  at  the  time  of  the  rengnatioa 
'  of  the  late  Postmaster  General,  and  we  should  then  have 
been  enabled  to  juilge  whether  the  statement  in  the  l.ito 
reports  of  losses  un  these  balances  be  true  or  false.  But 
here  was  danger,  sir.  What  was  the  result  of  the  ap- 
prelicnsions  it  excited?  Why,  it  was  determined  hy  the 
gcnllenicii  from  Tennessee  and  New  Hampshire  that 
-Mr.  Hand  should  mind  his  business,  and  that  the  informa- 
tion ought  to  come  from  the  Postmaster  General  himself. 
[Mr.  C.  here  read  the  journal  of  the  committee  on  Uiis 
subject.]  Thus,  you  see,  «r,  wliile  the  Postmaster  Ge- 
nenil  is  withholding  all  information  from  lis  until  some 
few  days  before  the  close  of  the  session,  when  we  cannot 
even  examine  his  communication,  wc  arc,  by  tlie  TOtcs  of 
these  gentlemen,  prevented  from  seeking  information  from 
other  sources. 

I  shall  not  dwell,  sir,  on  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Bradley's 
letter — on  tlie  opposition  of  these  gentlemen  to  his  ex- 
amination—on the  numerous  objections  which  tliey  Itavc 
taken  to  his  evidence  at  different  stages  of  the  inquirjr, 
and  which  will  prevent  us  fromcver  cloang  his  testhntmy, 
or  taking  any  part  of  that  ofvmany  other  witnesses  who 
remain  to  be  examined.  But  I  will  venture  to  predict 
tliat,  at  tlic  close  of  the  scission,  and  at  a  moment  when  it 
will  be  impossible  for  any  one  to  examine  hi%  communica- 
tion, Mr.  Barry  will  report,  and  not  till  then.'  But  it  is 
my  duty,  foreseeing,  as  1  do,  this  result,  and  having  ob- 
served all  tlie  shurain^r  which  has  occurred,  to  say  now 
that  as  no  man  can  be  condemned  without  a  trial,  so,  too^ 
there  can  he  no  acquittal  without  it. 

It  has  been  told  us  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
that,  should  this  inquiry  proceed,  Mr.  Barry  will  refuse  to 
answer  it.  It  may  be  so,  sir.  Wc  have  indeed  fallen  up- 
on evil  times.  Yet  I  doubt  much  whether  any  chief  of  a 
department  dare  refiisc  to  answer  to  the  Senate  while  that 
body  retains  the  spirit  to  vindicate  its  riglits.  And  if  the 
day  has  indeed  arrived  when  our  power  can  be  so  contemp- 
tuously slighted — when  wc  can  be  braved  hy  every  chief 
of  department  or  petty  executive  officer,  it  is  time  that  we 
sliould  leave  our  si-ats,  and  sutler  the  people  to  send  men 
of  sufficient  energy  to  represent  them  here,  who  will  ascer- 
tain the  means  by  which  every  puny  whipster  jfets  tlie 
swoi-d  and  defies  them  to  take  it  from  him.  Sir,  1  cannot 
ytt  believe  that  we  have  fallen  so  low.  It  is  true  tliat  the 
Postmaster  General  did,  for  nearly  one  whole  year,  omit  to 
noticethe  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Hra- 
«KT,]inquiringinto  the  matter  ofthe  mail  contracts.  Hut 
afler  this  debate  arose,  and  the  refiisal  to  present  ttis  answer 


*  Mr.  Barry'*  rcirari  did  tiut  ciimc  in  until  ihe  fint  at  M>rel>,  uhm, 
of  eoimi-,  it  could  nut  bi-  «vch  wnd  by  hII  the  cummiiti-i-,  and  ii 
tiiini  nu  aiiawi'r  wbalrvrr  Ig  *x\j  of  llic  imrrriigaiorica  in  ivUtrolT 
ibL-  laUi  Januarjr,  mrit^tins  thi:  iiumlicr  of  n-moiBt*  hikI  rkc  |irnctife 
ol  rcmiivinf  wiihoiit  notice  lo  thu  nccusfd— nur  ■»>■  (o  fW  qui-itiaii 
H  liciiii'T  tlie  rtvriiue  Itad  bi'cii  anlicipalid  b)>  (iver-armftii  o»  poaiman- 
UTi.  Il  (iflVi-^  out]' an  c xcunt  Tur  nut  nnswrrin^  (ht  qne^iioii  i»  thu 
ti-iu  r  u,  lilt;  t4tli  lli  ci-mhi-r  '>  What  w»  (lie  »tiiic  iif  ili<-  ruitd-i  eti  the 
l*t  of  October  tatti"'  and  nlli'^i  thai  ibr  quiitioii,  What  are  the  ira- 
jirori-tnviiii  »r  mlirr  cnuKi  uliicti  Imtv  canted  tbt  iiicn-aiu-fl  rxjieiHli- 
lurc  uf  150,000  dullar*  raon-  than  wai  n|ieiided  fn»i  yf-aii"'  put  lo  liinn 
on  the  34lh  orDrrrinbt.T  la-t,  eanpol  br  aii«wm-(l  thi*  •rMiiiii  Ibr  uani 
uf  time. 
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becMne  tlie  subject  of  complaitit,  we  find  ttmt  it  Iias  been 
paruled  with  much  of  stage  effect  on  the  table  before  us- 
The  gentleman  from  I'ennessce  pcHnts  to  it  m  i  very  mo- 
itiiment  of  humui  industry.  It  contains,  lie  says,  work 
enough  to  make  a  volume.  By  examining  it,  it  will  be 
found  that  three-fourths  of  the  whole  mua  consists  of 
printed  bonds  and  contnictst  uid  the  residue  of  the  an- 
swer to  the  inquiry  whicli  the  Senator  from  Ohio  miulc, 
tBirht  be  performed  by  a  tolefable  clerk  in  six  weeks. 
It  has  n<A  been  dcniet^  you  observe,  ttiat  the  informa- 
tion as  to  the  contracts  of  Mr.  McLean  was,  last  year,  in- 
aerted  ie  the  resolution  by  the  requejit  of  tlie  present  Post- 
master General;  and  his  own  answer  to  his  own  question, 
made  with  a  view  to  excuse  his  own  allowances  by  the  ex- 
ample of  his  predecessor,  luu  caused  by  far  the  greater  part 
of  the  labor  which  that  resolution  has  imposecT  Sir,  the 
Foslmaster  General  may  safely  send  here  any  iiiTorination, 
while  the  gentlemen  from  Tennessee  and  New  Hampshire 
stand  ready  to  protect  it  from  examination.  This  very 
man  of  labor,  wliicli  it  has  taken  nearly  a  year  to  nrepare, 
as  the  gentlemen  would  hare  us  befieve,  after  unoet^ing 
the  careful  supervision  of  all  concerned  durinr  that  time, 
ooraes  here,  and  when. a  motion  is  made  to  reier  it  to  this 
coiamittee,  which  is  examining  the  subject  of  these  con- 
tracts, thegentlemen  move  its  reference  to  another  commit- 
tee, which  it  was  well  known  did  not  intend  to  examine  it, 
and  the  whole  aubjectisthussnatchedfrom  the  investigatini 
conmuttee.  Strange,  indeed,  that  an  apprehension  shoul 
be  entertained,  that  in  three  weeks  impeachable  nutter 
night  be  discovered,  among  a  mass  of  papers,  which  they 
say  it  required  nearly  a  year  to  prepare.  This,  sir,  is  what 
I  term  sUfling  inquirj't  and  with  what  countenance  these 

gentlemen  can  complain  of  a  chat^e  made  here,  that  they 
kve  stifled  it,  after  this  let  the  Senate  and  the  public 
judge. 

And  now,  ur«  to  return  to  the  reaolution.  It  is  decla- 
rstory  ofthelinuts  <iX  the  commisHon  under  which  the 
committee  act,  by  its  very  terms.  It  affirms  what  is  un- 
true, that  we  have  no  power,  under  our  commission,  to 
make  this  inquiry.  The  original  resolution  directs,  as  we 
hare  seen,  an  inquiry  into  the  "  entire  management  of  the 
Post  OfEce  Department.**  Why  do  not  gentlemen  say  in 
terms,  that  their  aim  and  object  is  to  repeal  a  part  of  the 
powers  originally  conferred?  Why  not  boldly  avow  at  once, 
that  the  bottStful  defianoe  of  ibguiry,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  tession,  when  the  committee  waa  iqipantcd,  was  but 
an  empty  vaunt,  wluchitis  newfound  necessary  to  retract? 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  say^  that  he  can  sup- 
ply us  with  all  the  information  on  the  subject  of  the 
causes  of  removals.  He  enumerates  nine  of  these:  Ist, 
lutemperancei  3d,  Delinquency;  3d,  Prying  into  letters; 
4tih,  Concealing  or  withholding  lettersf  5tb,  [liU>itual  neg- 
figence  of  duty;  6th,_  Incompetency;  7th,  Refusal  to  eom- 
with  the  regulaoons  of  tne  department;  6tb,  Discharg- 
ing the  pottma^ert*  dutki  by  deputies  under  age;  9tli, 
Living  on  the  post  routes-  And  toe  honorable  gentleman 
sums  up  this  U^t  of  causes  with,  the  sweeping  declaration, 
"  tliax  he  has  no  doubt  there  has  not  been  a  single  instance 
of  removal  but  for  one  or  other  of  these  causes!"  Sir, 
are  we  to  suppose  that  the  Postmaster  General  instructed 
hin  to  make  ueh  a  declaration?  The  honorable  member 
can  know  but  little  on  the  subject,  of  hi*  own  knowledge. 
He  lives  in  a  district  whose  political  uns  liave  not  demand- 
ed such  expiation  as  this  of  removal  from  ofiiee.  But  we 
who  live  nortli  of  the  Potomac  know,  sir,  that  his  enume- 
ntion  of  caiiaea  Is  a  grws  insult  to  hundreds  of  our  worthy 
citizens,  who  haye  been  removed  without  any  other  trans- 
gresuon  than  that  with  which,  according  to  the  orthodox 
creed  emanating  ex  cathtdra  here,  is  denominated  political 
here«y.  In  the  nmui  time,  air,  this  declaration  of  the  gen- 
tlemfto  diowa  us  how  just  were  our  suspicionsi  that  the 
filn  of  tbia  deputment  have  been  filled  with  ^roundlett 
iecunti<MH  against  the  victims  of  its  proscription,  wluch 
V*i-  TU.~13 


may  sleep  there  unrefiited,  because  tliey  remain  unknown 
until,  in  the  lapse  of  time,  when  the  men  hai'e  been  lud 
in  their  graves,  these  rece]itaclcs  of  filth  may  be  opened 
by  the  hand  of  malevolence,  to  tarnish  the  memory  of  those 
before  whom,  while  living  the  accuaers  dared  not  shov 
their  fiices.  His  very  statement  of  causes,  therefore,  ex- 
hibits the  strangest  reason  for  demanding  an  exposition  of 
the  facts.  But,  sir,  the  blow  is  not  merely  levelled  at  the 
hundreds  of  removed  postmasters.  It  strikes  directly  at 
their  late  chief,  who  retjuned  them  all  in  office.  The  de- 
claration thus  made  boldly  to  the  world  i%  that  he  kept  in 
ofliee  some  five  or  six  hundred  men,  who  were  other 
drunken,  or  were  prying  into  correspondence,  or  were 
guilty  of  some  other  of  the  enormities  enumerated  in  this 
hst.  -  The  answer  to  it  all,  is,  look  at  the  state  of  the  money 
chest  now,  and  remember  what  it  was  when  John  McLean 
was  compelled  to  leave  it,  or  surrender  his  independence 
us  a  man,  and  become  the  tool  this  proscrfptire  and  ar- 
bitrary power. 

But  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  finds  another  cause  for 
suppressing  the  inquiry,  in  what  he  calls  tlte  verdict  ctf  tlie 
people.  The  gentleman  from  Maine  had  compluned  vS 
the  removal  of  some  twenty-five  postmasters  in  one  of  the 
counties  of  that  State.  The  Senator  from  Tennessee  says 
he  lias  no  right  to  complain,  because  the  people  there 
have  sanctioned  the  proscription  by  giving  tiieir  vote  for 
tlie  administration.  Sir,  1  pretend  to  know  nothing  of  tlie 
case.  But  I  may  ask,  ^d  the  people  act  with  a  new  to 
all  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  Government,  when  they 
merely  approved  of  tiie  general  acts  of  the  Pre«dcnt?  The 
conduct  ofthese  subordinates  was  probably  no  part  of  tlie 
issue  joined  before  the  people.  From  the  nature  of  things, 
we  must  believe  it  could  not  have  been  so.  So  far  iVum 
passing  sentence  on  the  removed  officers  by  their  vote, 
the  people  probably  were  engrossed  b^  what  they  deem- 
ed more.important  considerations  afTectingthe  general  wel- 
fiire  of  tiieir  country.  But,  nr,  iT  they  bad  acted  with  a 
view  to  these  offices  alone,  would  it  have  been  qtute  Mr 
to  have  urged  the  force  of  their  verdict  upon  us?  It  would 
not  sound  well,  in  any  supposable  case,  to  offer  bribes  or 
threats  to  any  part  of  the  jury,  and  Uien  plead  their 
verdict  in  justification  of  the  act;  and  the  very  evil  com- 
plained of  being  the  infltiencc,  of  Executive  patronage 
on  the  elective  franchise,  I  do  not  hentate  to  sav,  witii- 
out  reference  to  the  pei^le  of  Maine,  or  any  other  par- 
ticular State,  that  if  you  can  find  a  case  whioi  has  been 
decided  by  the  influence  of  that  patronage,  you  mig^t  as 
well  boast  that  you  bad  embracea  a  jury,  and  point  in  jus- 
tification to  the  verdict  as  to  plume  yourselves  upon  the 
efiect  which  that  patronage  has  produced.-  And  if  the  ar- 

Siment  has  any  weight,  what  shall  be  said  of  those  ver- 
cts  which  the  people  have  rendered  in  other  districts  of 
CQuntty,  where  the  proscription  hss  been  equally  exten- 
sive, and  where,  in  defiance  of  y 
sion  has  been  against  you? 

There  is  no  department  of  this  Government  mr,  in 
which  the  people  take  so  lively  an  interest  as  the  post 
office.  It  should  be  so  conducted  as  to  secure  their  per- 
fect confidence.  It  should,  therefore,  have  no  party  cha- 
racter whatever.  So  anxious  was  Mr.  Jefferson  to  deprive 
it  of  all  political  connexion,  as  we  learn  from  his  memoirs, 
that  he  pndiU>ited  the  emplojrment  of  any  printer  in  the 
department,  even  so  fiu*  as  to  be  concerned  in  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail.  Suppose  that,  in  his  day,  or  that 
of  any  former  President,  it  bad  been  charged  with  0|>erat- 
ing  on  the  elective  franchise,  and  the  rights  of  the  States, 
through  the  immense  influence  of  an  army  of  dependents, 
amounting  to  more  than  ten  thousand  men,  with  subsidiz- 
ing the  press,  establishing  a  syst«m  of  espionage,  and 
wasting  the  public  treasure  in  disboraements  to  political 
favorites — I  ask,  would  any  party,  at  any  former  period, 
have  bad  the  ban£hood>  after  an  investigation  had  been 
set  on  foot  to  ucotun  the  truth  of  attcb  coiyecture^  to 


your  patronage,  the  deei- 
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suppress  the  investigation,  or  to  restrict  it  in  any  particu- 
lar, for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a  complete  develop- 
ment of  all  its  operations?  Yet  such  charts  are  now  loud- 
ly procbumed  seainst  it;  such  an  investigation  has  been 
called  for,  and  we  very  object  of  the  resolution  on  your 
table  IB  to  dole  tbe  door  agunst  inquiry. 

Sir,  I  have  donC'  In  the  fearless  discharrc  of  my  duty 
here,  I  may  have  drawn  down  on  my  own  head  the  ven- 
geance of  a  power,  more  terrible  than  any  which  all  the 
other  authorities  of  this  Government  combined  can  wield; 
but  I  ^ould  have  proved  a  faithless  repretentative,  and 
recreant  to  the  intereats  of  the  intrepid  people  who  have 
never  yet  bowed  to  the  terrors  or  the  allurements  of  Exe- 
cutive influence,  if  T  had  shrunk  from  its  performance. 

ffbte  ^  Mr.  C- — The  following  is  an  extract  from  the 
letter  oT  the  honorable  John  McLean  to  Mr.  Barry,  laid 
before  the  committee  by  their  order: 

*'Wamixsto!t,  MartASlt  1839. 
I  cannot,  in  justice  to  myself  and  the  public  Knice, 
refrain  from  recommending  the  continuance  of  the  As- 
sistant Postmasters  General,  who  have  been  long  identified 
with  the  department,  and  have  been  faithful  to  tlie  trust 
reposed. 

"I  name  those  gentlemen  to  you,  because  I  have  un- 
derstood that  efforts  arc  making  to  remove  one  or  botli  of 
tliem.  I  ihoiild  extremely  regret  such  a  step,  as  well  on 
yoar  own  account  as  that-of  tiie  pubUc.  With  the  opera- 
tions of  the  department,  I  am  well  acquainted.  I  am 
anxtoua  that  its  reptitation  shall  be  lustained,  and  I  am 
convinced  that  this  cannot  be  done  if  the  above  gentlemen 
be  rcmored.  This  remark  is  made  with  a  perfect  know- 
Icdge  of  the  facts." 

'I^uKsnjT,  FBnaiTABr  10. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  withdraw 
the  bill,  wliich  was  laid  on  the  table  tbe  other  day,  for 
the  abrogation  of  the  duty  on  alum  salt. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  took  the  occasion  to  say  tbat, 
after  mature  examination  and  deUberation,  he  was  satis- 
fied that  he  had  erroneoudy  decided  tliat  the  abovcmcn- 
tioned  bill  could  not  be  received.  He  considered  that  it 
was  at  the  disposal  of  the  Senate,  as  other  bills  were. 

Mr.  BENTON  tlicii  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-mor- 
row ask  leave  to  introduce  a  similar  bill  wiUi  some  modi- 
fication. 

THOMAS  JEFFEItSON  AND  HIS  DAUGHTER. 

Mr.  POINDEXTEB  rose  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  tlie 
bill  of  which  be  yesterday  gave  notice.  He  atiA  tliat,  ob- 
serving in  tlie  Telegraph  of  this  morning,  in  tlie  report  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  day  befbre,  an  error,  by  which  it 
appeared  that  lie  had  presented  a  memorial  from  Mulha' 
Randolph,  the  daughter,  and  only  surviving  child  of 
Thomas  JeflTerson,  deceased,  it  was  due  to  the  sensibility 
of  that  lady,  as  well  as  to  liinuclf,  to  state,  that,  in  giving 
notice  of  his  intention  to  introduce  a  bill  concerning  the 
only  surviving  child  of  Thomas  Jefierson,  he  was  actuated 
solely  by  hifl  own  views  of  the  high  obligations  of  duty, 
and  a  desire  to  rescue  the  nation  from  Uie  imputation  of 
a  want  of  gratitude  to  a  departed  statesman,  who  had  so 
largely  contributed  to  tlie  establishment  of  this  Govern- 
ment, and  the  free  instituiiona  under  which  we  lire.  No 
memorisl  was  either  received  or  presented  on  this  subject. 
No  intimation  whatever  has  been  made  of  a  desire  to  bring 
this  question  nnder  the  consideration  of  Congress  by  the 
individual  named  in  the  bill,  which  he  had  asked  leave  to 
introduce.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  error  noticed  was 
unintentional  on  the  part  of  the  editor  of  tbe  Telegraph. 

You  wilt  perceive,  Mr.  Presidcnt,''eontinned  the  elo- 
quent Senator,  that  1  have  brought  before  this  honorable 
body  K  propowtion  calculatetl  to  animate  the  patriotic 
feelings  of  evety  American  citizoit  a  proposition  which 


has  too  long  slept  in  tl\e  bosoms  of  those  v(\io  adniinister 
this  Government.  The  name  of  Thomas  Jefferson  is  iden- 
tified with  the  independence  and  glory  of  tliia  country-. 
His  eulogy  is  written  in  the  pages  of  mthful  history,  and 
deeply  impressed  on  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen.  I  will 
not  defaee  the  sublime  and  beautlftil  picture  by  any  at- 
tempt to  retouch  it  with  the  pciicil  of  an  unskilftil  artist; 
but  it  shall  be  my  humble  part  simply  to  bring  to  the  re- 
collection of  this  honorable  body  tiic  high  claims  of  tliis 
eminent  philosopher  and  statesman  to  the  gratitude  of  tlie  ' 
generation  who  survive  him,  and  leave  to  others,  better 
qualified  for  the  task,  the  pleasing  chity  of  ilhirtratinf^  the 
merits  and  distinniished  services  of  one  whose  equal  has 
seldom  appeared  on  ttle  great  theatre  of  the  political 
drama  of  the  world.  Washington,  Lafayette,  and  thdr 
companions  in  arms,  wielded  (he  physxal  force  of  the 
colonies  iu' our  revolutionary  stni^ie.  Jefferson,  Adams, 
Franklin,  and  their  compatriots  in  the  cabinet,  fought  the 
great  moral  battle  of  their  oppressed  coimtry  at  that  me- 
morable epoch.  They  boldly  asserted  those  rights  and 
principles,  which  vinclicated  our  cause  throu^host  civifis- 
ed  Europe,  and  brouglit  into  oetion  the  invrndble  ener- 
gies of  the  AiTierican  people,  by  whose  perseverance  and 
valor  the  chains  of  granny  were  broken,  and  the  mer- 
cenaries of  the  tyrant  driven  from  the  land  which  they 
had  dared  to  invade  end  desolate  with  confliigration,  rob- 
bery, and  the  sword,  lender  the  influence  of  feelings 
hcHiorable  to  our  national  charactor,  which  have  been,  on 
many  occasions,  signally  manifested,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  a  few  years  past,  by  an  almost  unawmous 
vote,  made  a  voluntary  gift  to  General  Laf^ette,  of  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  a  further  dona- 
tion of  a  township  of  land  equal  in  value  to  the  additional 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  nfty  thousand  doUsn.  This 
liberality  to  the  hero  wlio  fbuglit  our  battles,  who  espoused 
our  cause,  and  shed  his  blood  in  our  defence,  and  who 
has  been  the  uniform  friend  of  Kberty  in  both  hemi- 
spheres, met  theapprobadonofthe  people  at  large.  Ithaa 
never  been  complained  of  by  the  most  vigilant  guardian  of 
the  public  purse.  Our  national  gratitude  to  this  distin- 
guished man  was  due  to  his  disinterested  services  and 
sacrifices  in  the  great  cause  of  freedom,  and  the  emanci- 
pation of  these  States  from  the  galling  yoke  of  despotic 
power,  wielded  by  the  unrelenting  arm  of  the  British 
monarch.  It  has  imparted  a  histre  to  the  American  name 
far  more  precious  than  tiie  price  at  which  it  wasobtuncd. 
Actuated  oy  the  same  lof^  constderfttions  which  governed 
the  National  l.egls]ature  on  that  occasion,  let  us  not  forget 
the  testamentary  bequest  of  the  great  author  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  to  his  beloved  country.  Jefferaon, 
whose  name  must  be  ever  dear  to  the  friends  of  human  liber- 
ty throughout  the  world,  in  the  last  hour  of  his  existence, 
bestomng  an  expirii^  thou)^t  on  the  potittcal  connexion 
which  had  so  lone-  e^teil  between  himself  and  Ame- 
rican people,  arid  feeling  the  presstire  of  his  pecuniary 
circumstances,  and  the  embarrawd  condition  of  his  affairs, 
consoled  bis  agitated  spirits  by  the  confidence  which  he 
reposed  in  the  justice  and  benevolence  of  this  nation;  and, 
with  his  last  breath,  bequeathed  his  daughter  and  only 
surviving  child  to  that  country  which  he  had  so  faithfully 
served,  and  of  which  he  was  the  pride  and  ornament. 
Shall  we  then  fbldour  arms  in  cold  indifference,  and,  un- 
mindful of  him,  whose  enliglitened  mind  and  unbougM 
patriotism  gave  impetus  to  uie  ball  of  the  revolution,  and 
fixed  the  great  principles  of  this  confederated  republic, 
treat  with  unkind  neglect  the  object  dearest  to  hia  heart, 
wliich  he  had  so  confidently  connnitted  to  our  generous 
protection  ? 

Shall  we  limit  our  liberal  donations  to  La&yette,  and  a 
few  others,  and  permit  the  only  sunrivinff  child  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  to  lin^r  in  poverty  in  her  native  country,  white 
every  page  of  its  history  pants  to  the  gloty  iriticli  has 
been  shed  over  it  by  the  acts  of  her  Hlnstrious  fiither?  I 
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hope  noL  The  ingmtitude  of  republics  is  the  fiiTorite 
theme  of  tj  rantSt  and  of  all  those  who  tirg«  that  man  is 
incapable  of  self-government.  The  despots  of  the  world 
tannt  us  with  this  insulting  epithet.  We  have  shown  tliem 
in  the  case  of  Laftyette  tjiat  we  do  not  deserve  the  foul 
imputation.  Let  us  fc^ow  up  the  gt>od  example  by  an 
equal  liberality  to  our  own,  our  venerated  Jefieraon,  and 
this  stain  on  the  fair  &me  of  tiie  republic  will  vanish  into 
thin  air,  and  be  remembered  among  the  fables  of  a  de- 
ranged imagination.  I  now  move,  Mr.  President,  tliat 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  hill  according  to  the  notice 
which  I  gave  yeaterday,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  a  select 
comnuttee. 

A  bill  **  concerning  M&rtHa  Randolph,  the  daughter 
and  only  surviving  child  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  deceased," 
was  then  presented  by  Mr.  Poimdeitee  to  the  Chair, 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Fou»dkxtbh,  Mr.  Bill, 
Mr.  Web«tsr,  Mr.  Ttlkb,  and  Mr.  Hatki. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Senate  again  took  up  the  reaotution  concerning  the 
examination  of  witnesiei  aa  to  the  causes  of  thdr  removal 

from  office. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  concluded  hii  apeech  against  die  reao- 

lution. 

[K%  reported  above  In  yesterday's  debate.] 
Mr.  B  EXXON  then  rose  Hndsaid,^ that  he  did  not  appear 
on  the  floor  ibr  the  purpoK  a<f  joining  in  the  debate,  nor 
to  express  any  opinion  on  the  truth  of  the  allegations  so 
violently  ur^-ed  against  the  Postmaster  General,  He  had 
no  opinion  <»n  the  matter,  and  did  not  wish  to  have  one, 
except  it  was  that  presumptive  opinion  of  innocence  which 
the  kws  awarded  to  all  wlio  were  accused,  and  which  the 
pure  and  elevated  diameter  of  Mr.  Barry  so  eminently 
claims.  If  impeached,  it  might  be  his  duty  to  sit  in  judg- 
ment imon  him — or,  if  he  had  an  opinion  in  the  case,  to 
retire  Irora  the  judgment  seat;  as  he  could  neitlier  i-econ- 
cile  it  to  the  dictates  of  hia  conscience,  nor  the  rights  of 
the  :iccused,  to  talee  the  oath  of  a  judge,  witll  a  precon- 
ceived opinion  in  his  bosom,  to  be  dropped  out  as  soon  as 
the  forms  would  permit.  He  rose,  he  repeated,  not  to 
accuse  or  absolve  Mr.  Barry,  but  to  express  liisopinion  of  the 
cluracter  of  the  proceeding  which  was  carrying  on  against 
him,  and  to  intimate  an  idea  of  what  mi^t  be  proper  to 
be  done  hereafter  in  regard  to  it.  He  then  afiBrmed  with 
deep  and  evident  feeling,  that  he  looked  upon  the  whoTc 
proceeding,  from  its  first  inception  to  that  moR:ent,  as  one 
of  eminent  impropriety,  compromising  the  judicial  purity 
of  the  Senate  on  one  hand,  and  invading  the  privileges  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  other.  The  Senate, 
wndcr  the  constitution,  tries  impeachments — the  House  of 
Representatives  prefers  them.  Each  has  its  assigned  part 
to  act,  and  it  is  an  invaston  of  privilege  for  either  to  assume 
the  part  of  the  other.  If  the  tenth  part  of  tlie  matter  so 
furiously  urged  against  Mr.  Barry  was  true,  or  even  found- 
ed in  probability,  he  might  come  before  the  Senate  for 
trial;  and  it  would  be  a  horrid  mockery  of  judicial  forms  for 
his  future  judges  to  take  the  lead  in  the  case  of  accusation, 
and  to  excite,  promote,  foment,  and  instigate  charges 
■guRst  him.  To  the  Htnue  of  Representatives  belonged 
mat  part  of  the  painful  business;  and  the  present  proceed, 
ing  in  the  SeAte  must  appear  to  them  as  an  invauon  of 
their  privile^,  and  an  implied  censure  upon  their  negli- 
gence. It  did  seem  to  him  that  the  House  of  Kepresenta- 
tives  might  take  notice  of  the  proceeding,  and  feel  itself 
bound  to  vindicate  its  rights;  and  ttie  two  Houses  tlius  be 
brought  into  serious  collision.  To  avoid  these  consequen- 
ces, as  well  as  to  escape  a  compromise  of  the  judicial  cha- 
racter of  the  Senate,  lie  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the 
debate  and  proceedings  should  terminate  immediately. 
This  would  «av«  the  further  evils  to  the  Senate  itaelf,  which 
m'^t  ensue.    As  to  tlie  past— the  proceedingi  already 


had — ^he  declared  that  he  thought  them  a  fit  aubject  for 
that  operation  which  had  been  performed  upon  the  record 
ofWilkes's  expulsion  from  theBritish  House  of  Commons — 
upon  the  record  of  the  Yazoo  fraud,  in  the  Leg^lature  of 
Georgia — and  upon  the  record  of  the  Massachusetts  Gene- 
ral Assembly*  which  declared  it  to  be  unbecomins  tiie 
character  or  a  moral  and  religious  people  to  rejoice  m  tbe 
victories  of  their  counuy.  Be  decUred  itto  be  his  delibe- 
rate opinion  that  the  history  of  the  whole  proceeding  aninst 
Mr.  Barry  ought  to  be  expunged  from  the  journus  of 
tlie  Senate!  Total  expurgation  from  the  jounuds  was  the 
most  appropriate  means  in  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  re- 
store its  own  injured  ch««cter — to  make  atonement  to  the 
invaded  privileges  and  insulted  feelings  of  the  House  of 
Representativea;  and  what,  perhaps,  was  still  more  im- 
portant, to  prevent  this  evil  example,  Uiis  hornd  combina- 
tion of  the  accusing  and  trying  function,  from  being  drawn 
into  precedent  in  future  times  when  the  party  in  power, 
and  predominant  in  the  Senate,  might  want  the  spoils  of  a 
victim.  If  the  Ajnerican  Cato,  the  venerable  Hacov,  was 
here,  it  would  be  hia  part  to  become  the  guardian  of  the 
honor  and  cUgnity  of  toe  Senate;  in  his  absence,  that  hig^ 
duty  might  Mvolve,  at  an  appropriate  time,  upon  some 
a^ed  Senator.  If  none  such  undertook  it  might  become 
his  part  to  conuder  how  fiu*  their  placet  ought  to  be  sup- 
plied by  a  less  worthy  and  less  efHcient  member. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  then  again  rose.  He  regretted,  he 
stud,  the  course  pursued  by  the  gentlemen  frMi  Kfaine 
and  Delaware,  especially  by  the  Utter.  It  had  compelled 
.lilm  i^ain  to  trespass  on  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate, 
during  the  discussion  of  this  resolution,  althoucfa  the  aubject 
must  liave  become  irksome.  But  new  positions  bad  bera 
assumed — new  insinuations  uttered — new  and  extraordi- 
nary accusations  rung  in  the  ears  of  this  body  and  of  the 
whole  communi^.  Silence  under  tliem  might  be  con- 
strued into  approbation.  In  repelling  them,  he  disclaimed 
all  that  part  of  the  compliment  bestowed  upon  him,  in 
connexion  with  his  friend  on  the  rig^t,  (Mr.  GaunT,] 
that  they  were  **  most  dexterous  advocates  of  the  Post- 
master General.'*  He,  as  an  tm^vidual,  vaa  in  this  bo^y 
the  advocate  of  nobody.  He  acted  in  his  station  as  k  Sena>- 
tor,  and  only  as  a  Senator;  and  whomsoever  in  a  public 
station,  be  might  be  called  upon,  in  the  course  of  official 
duty,  to  vindicate  or  condemn,  he  should  endeavor  to  do 
it  in  a  manner  becoming  tint  public  station,  and  with  a 
single  eye  to  the  pubTic  interests.  In  the  discharge  of 
what  had  devolved  on  him,  as  a  member  of  the  special 
Post  OfRce  Committee,  in  relation  to  the  present  debate, 
he  bad  used,  and  should  hereafter  use,  no  dexterity  beyond 
a  dry  appeal  to  our  own  coiigresnonal  documents,  and  to 
sucli  mathematical  computations  on  tlieir  contents  as  every 
gentleman  could  disprove  or  verify  for  himself. 

Poetry  had  never  before,  but  once,  he  beUeved,  been 
brought  in  aid  of  an  examination  into  any  of  our  flacal  con- 
cerns; and  though  tiiat  was  done  by  the  head  of  %.  depart* 
ment,  he  should  heg  leave  to  decline  following  both  that 
example  and  the  example  of  the  two  gentlemen  opposed 
to  tliis  resoIuUon,  in  preferring  figures  of  rhetoric  to  figures 
of  arithmetic.  Nor  should  he  willingly  follow  the  last 
speaker  in  making  political  prophecies,  whether  as  to  meti 
or  measures.  He  felt  much  veneration  for  religious  pro- 
phecies; but  as  for  political  ones,  when  uttered  by  politi- 
cians, who  had  made  arrangements  to  bring  about  the 
events  foretold,  and  were  endeavoring,  he  hoped  in  vain, 
to  verify  their  own  predictions,  he  cherished  not  sufficient 
respect  for  such  prophecies  as  to  imitate  such  an  example. 
The  grave  character  of  this  body  demanded  of  us  to  con- 
sider that  we  were  in  fact  examiAing  the  conduct  of  one 
of  the  most  elevated  officers  of  the  Government;  an  officer 
who,  from  his  public  station  as  well  as  bis  high  personal 
character,  was  entitled  to  at  least  ordinwy  comity,  andjui 
adherence,  on  our  part,  to  a  fiur,  manly,  and  Uberal  coune 
of  investigation.   We  were  carrying  a  scrutiny  into  the 
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receipts  and  expenditures  of  nearly  two  millions  annually; 
Mid  we  should  do  it,  he  tnisted,  on  the  same  jiut  princi- 
ple!^ and  the  sanie  settled  rules  of  evidence,  u{forenied 
ufl  in  relation  to  nmilar  subjects  in  other  departments,  and 
in  other  periods  of  our  histoty. 

How  bad  we  got  involved  in  this  wide  and  demitiory  de- 
bate? Assured^  by  a  marvelloua  departure  from  the  Un- 
guag«  and  spirit  of  the  resolution  itself,  on  the  part  of  its 
opponents.  The  resolution  proposes  simply  to  check  the 
inquiries  <^the  speoal  committee  into  the  causes  of  remo:- 
vaTs  in  the  Post  Office  Department.  Ttus  is  a  nngfe  and 
ft  6ir  proposition  for  the  deci»on  of  tliis  body.  The  com- 
mittee being  divided,  an  appeal  was  made  to  you,  as  you 
are  the  authors  of  the  reference,  and  have  power  to  con- 
strue, amend,  or  abolish  it  altogether.  In  favor  of  that 
proposition,  the  minority  of  the  committee  believed  that 
the  Senate  had  pronounced  aii  opinion  the  last  winter, 
after  very  full  debate,  and,  therefore,  not  "carefully 
•rending,"  as  the  member  fVom  Delaware  alleges,  an  argu- 
ment on  the  construction  which  migiit  be  given  to  the 
words  of  the  reference  independent  of  that  opinion;  but 
contending  that,  after  su<^  an  opinion,  the  Senate  could 
not  intend  to  have  a  construction  placed  on  tlte  reference 
hostile  to  tlieir  own  decision,  the  minority  opposed  going 
into  an  inquiry  of  the  special  causes  of  removal.  They 
beUered,  lilao,  that  we  ought  not  to  embark  in  that  inquiry, 
becMue  all  admit  the  Postmaster  General  has  both  tlie 
legal  »nd  constitutional  right  to  displace  any  of  his  depu- 
ties. The  right  or  power  being  conceded,  tliere  is  no 
law  nor  sense  in  making  him  amenable,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  the  Senate,  for  any  supposed  abuse  of  that 
power.  For  such  abuse  he  is  responsible  only  to  the 
other  House  as  the  impeaching  body,  or  to  the  President, 
who  can  control  or  remove  him  at  pleasure;  but  we,  the 
Senate,  can  neither  impeach  nor  remove  htm;  and,  as  a 
legislative  body,  have  no  more  right  to  investigate  the 
particular  motives  which  influcncctf  him  in  any  removal, 
than  we  have  the  motives  of  a  collector  of  the  customs, 
or  a  marshal,  in  the  removal  of  their  deputies.  The  ge- 
neral course  of  administration  in  respect  to  removals,  it 
might  be  proper  to  ascertain,  aa  once  before  remarked, 
with  a  view  to  legislation.  So  might  it  be  in  respect  to 
the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  department,  with  the  some  view; 
and  the  latter  investigation  miglit  be  pushed  further,  into 
the  smallest  minutix,  to  see  if  any  departure  had  been 
made  from  the  acts  of  Congressabout  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures; and,  if  any  departure,  what  remedies  might  be 
proper  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  mischiefs.  But,  in 
relation  to  particular  removals,  tlie  law  had  entrusted  the 
Postmaster  Cieneral  with  unlimited  discretion  and  power. 
Such  a  discretion  could  not  be  violated.  Tlicre  would 
not  be,  in  any  removal,  a  departure  from  the  law,  because 
there  existed  no  law  restricting  him ;  and  hence  nu  inquirj' 
into  particular  cases  was  unjust,  useless,  and  improper. 

So  much  for  the  direct  merits  of  the  resolution.  But 
mark  tlie  ingenuity  of  our  opponents,  in  getting  up  the 
rest  of  this  extraordinary  debate!  The  Senator  who  has 
just  addressed  you,  avbrs,  that  the  moneyed  concerns  of 
the  Post  Office  Department  arc  "  rapitUy  verging  to  insol- 
vency;" that  this  lias  been  caused  by  the  miscoDdiict  of 
faithless  and  fraudulent  officers  recently  appointed;  and 
hence,  that  you  ought  to  permit  the  committee  to  ferret 
out  the  causes  of  the  removal  of  their  predecessors.  To 


vency?  Or,  if  embarrassed,  it  has  not,  in  truth,  become 
BO  by  neglect  and  corruption,  but  by  your  own  system  of 
legidation,  largely  increasing  its  expenditures?  The j^n- 
tleman,  likewise,  has  IndulgK^d  in  Uiese  two  assumptions, 
at  the  very  moment  when  the  committee  were  inquiring 
into  the  real  condition  of  the,  funds  of  the  department, 
and  when  his  questions  about  removals  miglU  have  been 
judiciously  pos^oned,  it  is  believed,  till  the  truth  of  the 
assumption,  as  to  insolvency,  on  which  bis  other  questions 
rest,  yme  fully  ascertained.  But  no;  this  did  not  suit  Uie 
zeal  and  impatience  of  the  prosecution.  It  was  thpught 
better  to  guess  at  the  fact  of  insolvency,  .or  atfanpt  to 
show,  from  imperfect  and  perverted  circuBUtances,  than 
to  wait  a  few  days  for  decisive  evidence,  one  way  or  the 
other — ^idence,  too,  within  our  own  reach,  and  which  we 
were  collecting  by  interrogatories  to  the  department,'*c- 
cess  to  Its  books,  and  the  unlimited  power  conferred  on 
us  by  the  Senate  to  seiidany  where  for  persons  and  papers. 

file  Senate  will  now  iinderataiid  the  occauon,  prema- 
ture and  unnecessary  in  his  o|nnion,  for  entering  ti>is  last 
wide  field  of  accusation;  and,  con^deringtbe  exatement 
accompauj'ing  it,  they  would  excuse  the  trouble  he  nuist 
pve  them,  while  meeting  the  cliairman  on  the  different 
grounds  travelled  over.  To  save  time,  he  would  avoid, 
aa  much  as  possible,  any  recapitulation  of  any  thing  before 
offered  by  himself  or  ue  member  from  Tennessee. 

In  the  first  instance,  the  chairman  asserts  the  depart- 
ment "is  rapidly  approaching  the  period  of  bankruptcy ;" 
and  that  this  lias  alt  happened  under  its  present  head, 
from  the  removal  of  worthy  officers,  and  the  appointment 
in  their  stead  "of  factious,  brawling  partisans,  with  no 
other  merit  than  voting  for  the  present  chief  magistrate." 

Pray  let  me  ask  what  evidence,  beyond  his  naked  asser- 
tion, has  tiie  genticman  condescended  to  lay  before  the 
Senate  in  support  of  these  extraordinaty  positions?  Decs 
he  p<Mnt.to  a  particle  of  testimony  collected  by  the  com- 
mittee, except  the  deposition  which  has  been  read  by  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee  about  Fowler's  bond?  and  which 
deposition  proves  mismanagement,  if  at  all,  under  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Meig«  rather  tiian  of  Mr.  Barry.  So 
far  as  tlie  imputed  indebtedness  of  Mr.  Barry,  as  one  of 
Fowler's  sureties,  bears  on  the  present  funds  of  the  dc- 
pftrtment,  it  is  cnougli  to  say  tliat,  from  tiiat  deposition,  it 
appears  our  own  courts,  aficr  a  full  hearing,  and  under  a 
former  administration,  have  rendered  judgment  in  lus 
favor.  Although  a  new  action  might  have  been  instituted, 
they  never  attempted  it.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  un- 
charitable, unjust,  and,  indeed,  illegal,  now  to  pronounce 
him  a  debtor,  with  our  own  records,  and  the  conduct  of 
our  own  public  officers,  standing  unreversed  in  his  favor. 
But  the  great  reliance  in  support  of  the  charge  of  bank- 
ruptcy is,  that,  from  oiir  documents,  it  can  be  gathered, 
that  the  present  head  of  the  department  has,  in  his  first 
year,  "sunk,"  as  the  genticman  calls  it,  ?114,000;  that, 
of  the  surphis  funds  left  in  hank  by  his  predecessor,  he  is 
alleged  "to  have  spent  the  whole;"'  that  "large  sums 
besides  have  been  drawn  from  the  treasury;'*  that  the 
balance  against  him  is  almost  $100,000;  and  that,  without 
the  intcrpoatton  of  Congi-css,  the  operations  of  the  depart- 
ment must  soon  entirely  cease. 

Now  let  me  invoke  the  Senate  to  a  close  examination  of 


these  alarming  assertions  and  inferences,  to  ascertain 
whether  tlicrc  be  ajiy  thing  of  fallacy  or  falsity  iji  any  of 
reach  his  inference,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  gentleman  has  [  them;  or  i-ather  to  see  if  they  be  not  all  uttt  rly  ground- 
been  obliged  to  resort  to  "two  assumptions  of  fact,  if  noti  less.    If  I  have  any  knowledge  of  the  history  of  that 
of  doctrine,"  in  the  language  of  Colonel  Lawless.    If  department,  and  any  judgment  to  understand  its  adminis- 


either  of  those  assumptions  fiiil  him,  in  the  proof  or  inves- 
tigation, iiis  hiference  against  the  check  contained  in  the 
resolution  has  no  foundation  to  stand  on.  Like  the  Indian 
philosophy  as  to  the  foundation  on  which  the  earth  stands, 
he  may  rest  some  of  Ins  positionn  on  the  elephant,  and  the 
elephant  upon  the  tortoise;  but  on  what  does  his  tortoise 
stand,  if  the  department  is  not,  in  truth,  verging  to  insol- 


tration,  it  will  soon  be  seen  whether  it  ia  not  now  in : 
financial  condition  highly  prosperous;  whether  it  has  not, 
during  the  last  two  year^  eminently  fulfilled  the  public 
expectations  and  designs  in  itsostabhshmcnt;  and  whether 
its  prospects  in  future,  unless  blasted  by  oui  own  legisla- 
tion, were  ever  more  encouraging  or  brilliant. 

Aa  to  its  general  financial  condition  at  any  period,  cveiy 
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person  vho  reflects  a  moment  mnat  be  coiucious  that  it 
wUl  mainly  depend  on  the  course  of  our  own  le^slation. 
Itu  well  known  that  not  a  dollar  can  he  received  Or  paid 
but  bjr  lutiiori^  of  lawt  and  tiut  while  the  officers  in  it 
conform  to  the  law.  the  balances,  whtither  for  or  apunst 
the  department  dqiend  on  oorselres.  It  <Ufien  but  very 
Bttle  from  the  Treasury  Department,  where  the  bslances 
for  or  against  the  Govenunent  depend  on  our  Isws  making 
wpropriations  and  raitingf  revenue,  and  never  upon  the 
Officers  in  the  department,  while  they  merely  fulfil  our 
legislation.  But  who  ever  heard  of  criminating'  the  ofB- 
cera  in  the  last  named  department,  because  our  own 
appropriationa  had  cauaed  the  expenditures  to  exceed  the 
revenue?  A  Kttle  fiirtfaer  attention  to  the  histmy  of  the 
balaneea,  and  the  payments  into  the  treasury  tram  the 
Post  Office  Department,  will  show  tlie  folly  of  tliia  mode 
of  reasoning  urged  against  us,  merely  from  the  balances, 
and  will  demonstrate  to  the  public,  that,  if  such  reasoning 
be  correct,  the  worthy  predecessor  of  the  present  incum- 
bent, whom  none  profeasto  impugn.  Is  mucn  more  eensur- 
i^le  than  die  present  incumbent  himself. 

Allow  me  to  read  a  few  passages  from  oflRcial  records 
ontbisptHnt.  Under  the  adnunistration  of  Mr.  Osgood,  the 
balancein  fiivorof  the  department,  was     -  $15,392 
Under  Mr.  Pickering,        -         -         -  84,594 
Habersham,      -         -         .  432,909 
.  Granger,  -  -  -  509,360 

Meigs,    .  .  .  499,008 

HcLean.  -         .         -  153.000 

Thus  it  appears  that,  under  Mr.  Mcl^n,  the  baUnccs 
"sunk"  from  about  ItaJf  a  million  to  only  $153,000.  But 
doeaany  one,  save  thechairman,  and  he  only  by  theanalngy 
of  his  argument  as  to  Mr.  Barry,  contend  that  this  falling 
off  arose  from  profliga:cy  or  fraud  in  either  the  theit  head 
of  the  department  or  his  subonUnatea'  Did  any  body 
deem  ttan  evidence  that  the  department  stood  on  the  brink 
of  bankruptcy }  Look  again  for  a  moment  to  the  pay- 
menta  into  the  treasury  from  the  post  offlee. 
Under  Mr.  Osgood,  -         -         -  fOOO.OOO 

Pickering,'       -  -  .  47,499 

Habersliam.      -  368, 3 tO 

Granger,  -         -         -  291,579 

Meigs,  .  -  -  -  387,209 
McL«an»  -         -         ■  13,466 

Thus,  under  Mr.  Mcl,ean, 'the  payments  diminished 
from  over  a  tlurd  of  a  million  to  only  $13,466.  Did  he 
squander  the  difTercnce  on  parasites  and  political  partisans? 
Vet  the  gentleman's  course  of  reasoning  as  to  Mr.  Barry 
on  this  subject  much  more  deeply  brands  and  defames  his 

iiredecessor  in  these  respects.  No,  sirj  the  explanation 
ies  in  the  compass  of  a  nut  shell,  and  it  is  wrong  and  un- 
generous  to  nHslead  the  public,  wbo  may  not  eritically 
ezamine  our  history  on  this  point,  into  any  injurious  ini- 
preaaoM  against  either  of  those  faithful  officers  from  these 
oe  other  balances  to  which  I  will  soon  advert.  In  tlie 
earlier  operations  of  the  post  office,  it  was,  among  other 
uses,  deemed  a  proper  engine  to  increase  the  revenues  of 
the  cfHintry.  With  a  heavy  debt,  small  population,  and 
Urge  annual  expenditures,  it  was  not  niir  policy  as  a  Gov- 
ernment to  establish  any  mail  route  whiclt  was  nut  likely 
to  ]ield  a  nett  incomet  and  whcnarer  it  was  aacertaincd 
that  any  route  run  the  department  in  debt,  it  was  custo- 
maiy  to  discontinue  it  by  an  act  of  Congress.  lit  this  way 
the  balances  were  easily  increased,  till  they  amoimtcd  in 
all  to  $1,693,958.  Of  this  amount  Jiere  was  pvd  into  the 
treasury,  and  devoted  to  the  general  expenditures  of  the 
Government,  $1,103,063. 

But  since  tlie  last  war,  and  the  estcnded  improvements 
and  intercotirsc  in  every  quarter  of  the  country,  which 
commenced  »  few  years  after  the  war.  the  call  increasecl 
for  new  mail  routes,  and  for  greater  expedition,  and  more 
frequent  trips  on  old  routes,  and  for  more  safe  cenveynn- 
ccsby  covered  carriages.    To  answer  this  call  absnrbed 


much  of  the  increasing  revenue,  which  otherwise  would 
have  swelled  the  balances  and  payments  into  the  treasury 
under  Mr.  Hnga.  and  especially  under  Mr.  McLean.  Yet, 
tlitt,  late  as  A.  D.  1837,  the  annual  income  exceeded  the 
annual  expenditure;  and,  but  for  a  more  decisive  change 
of  policy  and  legislation,  which  occurred  the  next  year, 
Mr.  McLean's  balances  and  payments  into  the  treasury 
would  probably  have  equalled,  though  in  office  a  shorter 
time,  those  of  his  immediate  predecessors.  In  his  annual 
report  of  November,  A.  D.  1827,  he  ipvites  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  the  stibject  of  the  surplus  balances,  and 
suggests  the  expediency  of  applying  them  all  in  aid  of  die 
great  objects  of  the  post  office  establishment,  rather  than 
paying  them  as  mere  revenue  fiir  general  putposea  into 
the  public  treasut^.  Among  other  objects,  be  reminds 
them  the  surplus  nught  be  expended  in  making  or  repair^ 
ing  poat  roads. 

What  did  Congress  do  on  this  new  suggestion*  They 
at  once  seemed  to  adopt  the  theory,  that  the  department 
should  no  longer  be  treated  as  a  source  of  general  revenue 
for  general  objectS(  but,  rHecting  the  proposal  to  repair 
roa<u,  they  appear  to  have  thouglit  that  all  its  funds  should 
be  cxpendecl  in  exten^ng  the  advantages  of  the  nuul  to 
all  parts  of  the  country,  as  widely,  safely,  and  efficiently 
as  practicable.  Instead,  therefore,  of appropriatingthem 
to  make  or  mend  highways,  and  instead  uf  leaving  them  to 
be  paid  into  the  general  treasury,  they  passed  a  new  law, 
(>Iay,  1828.)  creating  over  two  hundred  new  routes,  and 
discontinuing  only  four  old  ones;  and  they  did  thia^  al- 
though only  in  March,  1837.  they  had  created  two  hun- 
dred other  new  routeswithoutdiscontinurngone.  Toshow 
the  difference  between  this  and  the  former  policy,  since  Mr. 
McLean  entered  into  the  office,  no  new  routes  had  been 
established  for  two  years,  instead  of  one  year,  before  those 
in  A.  D.  1827t  and  when  the  former  ones  were  establi^ed, 
(Marcht  1835,)  some  old  ones  were  discontinued)  and  a 
general  clause  enacted  to  authorize  the  discontinuance  cf 
more  if  unprofitable.  Two  years,  and  not  one  before  that 
time,  (viz.  in  Mu-ch,  1^1,)'tcn  old  ones  were  discontinu- 
ed, and  only  about  sixty,  in&tead  of  two  hundred,  new  ones 
esitablished. 

Revert  now  a  moment  to  the  first  eflect  of  this  change 
of  policy  aflcr  tlie  suggestion  of  November,  A.  D.  18^. 
Congress,  in  the  ensuing  session,  having  proceeded  at  once 
to  pass  the  act  of  May,  1828,  although  only  the  former 
year  they  had  passed  a  very  expensive  act,  and  having  thus 
mdicated  their  intention  to  have  the  facilities  and  advanta- 
ges of  tlie  department  extended  so  as  to  engross  all  its  in- 
come, the  Postmaster  General  followed  up  the  spirit  as 
well  as  letter  of  this  change  in  policy,  and  not  only  put 
into  operation,  between  July,  1837,  and  July.  183£^  the 
new  and  expennve  routes  in  theactof  ConpvssofMardi, 
1827.  but.  expedited  and  improved  the  transportation  on 
tlie  old  routes  man^  hundred  miles;  and,  coupling  both  to- 
gether, caused  an  increased  expenditure  for  that  year  of 
between  two  and  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Wliat  was  the  consequence  to  the  annual  balances,  about 
n-hicU  we  have  heard  so  much?  Mr.  McLean  forthwith 
fell  in  arrear,  July,  A.  D.  1838,  $25,015.  But  was  this 
any  evidence  of  unfaitbi'ulness?  He  continued  in  office 
till  the  enMiing  Marcli — made  the  expensive  contracts  un- 
der the  new  act  of  May,  1828 — put  the  routes  into  opera- 
tion January,  1829 — continued  to  improve  the  old  routes 
— paid  one  quarter  of  the  burden  of  the  new  ones,  being 
about  $25,000,  and  left  the  year  to  be  closed  in  July,  1839, 
without  any  material  changes  as  to  expenditures  being 
made  by  his  successor,  from  April  to  July.  The  whole  of 
this  year  was  tlien  virtually  Mr.  McLean*S|  and  how  did  its 
balances  standi  The  department  fell  in  arrears  almoA 
three  Umesns  much  as  in  tlic  preceding  year,  havinga  ba- 
lance i^ainst  it  of  $74,714.  Was  this,  however,  waste 
and  corruption  in  Mr.  McLean  >  Yet.  forsooth,  if  the  next 
and  only  year  of  Mr.  Harry  has  a  balance  against  the  de- 
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portment,  it  is  urged  u  evidence  of  incapaatjr,  extrava- 
gance,  and  bankniptcy.  But  let  us  probe  to  the  quick  the 
next  year,  which  wholly  belonged  to  Mr.  Barry.  The  ba- 
lance ag^nst  Uie  department  is  less  than  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars above  Mr-  McLean's  last  year,  being  merely  eighty-two 
thousand  oue  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars.  There 
was  only  this  amall  excess  although  there  had  been  flung 
upon  it  the  great  extra  expenditure  of  three  quarters  in- 
stead of  one  quarter  of  the  new  routes-  under  the  act  of 
May,  1828,  equal  to  about  £75,000,  and  flung  upon  it  be. 
udes,  in  the  desire  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  advance 
the  public  accommodationa,  the  expeditingand  improving 
of  old  mail  i-outes,  to  an  expense  exceeding  $100,000,  and 
to  an  extent  exceeding  eight  hundred  tliousand  miles  be- 
yond any  former  year.  There  is  no  mistake,  as  the  chair- 
man supposed,  in  computing  the  cost  of  these  improve- 
ments, because  part  of  tlic  btage  routes  had  before  been 
liorsc  rt>uteB,  and  therefore  should  not  be  estimated  at  full 
thirteen  cents  per  mile.  No,  sir;  the  horse  routcsare  still 
left  extensive  as  before,  and  sixty^even  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  four  miles  added)  and  the  new  and  entire  addi- 
tion of  stage  conveyance  is  seven  hundred  and  forty-five 
thousand  seven  hundred  aud nxty-seven  miles. 

But  how  >b-ould  the  two  years  have  compared  without 
tlie  burden  of  the  act  of  1838>  Mr.  McLean'a  deficit 
would  have  been  about  fifly  thousand  dollars,  and  Mr. 
Barry's  only  about  seven  thousand  dollars.  How  would 
they  have  compared,  if  you  proceed  and  deduct  also  the 
amount  voluntarily  expended  in  each  year  for  expediting 
and  improving  old  routes?  By  the  kniiual  report  of  No- 
vember, 1829,  it  seems  you  mutt,  on  that  account,  take 
167,383  from  Mr.  McLean's  expenses,  which  would  leave 
a  balance  in  hia  favor  for  that  year  of  iJiout  seventeen 
tliousand  dullarst  while  pursuing  the  same  course,  and 
deducting  the  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  thus  expend- 
ed the  last  year,  it  would  leave  a  balance  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Barry  of  nmety-three  thouMUid  dollars.  Yet  gentlemen 
talk  of  balances,  as  confirmation  strong  of  waste,  corrup- 
tion, and  incompetency  in  the  present  administration  of 
that  (kpartment. 

Turn  to  another  test  of  its  administration.  The  chair- 
man has  to  admit  tliat  the  revenue  has  increased;  but  he 
says  he  feels  no  surprise  at  this,  and  that  the  credit  of  it 
ia  due  to  the  increase  of  correspondence.  But  has  he  for- 
gotten the  other  part  of  his  argument,  tliat  tlic  officers  of 
this  department  arc  corrupt,  n^;hgent,  and  wasteful?  If 
so,  how  does  it  happen  they  collect  the  revenue  so  amply, 
anil  account  for  it  to  a  much  larger  amount  than  before? 
An  amount,  sir,  during  the  past  year,  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  larger  than  the  highest  revenue 
under  any  former  administration.  In  this  city,  hkewise, 
an  improvement  in  revenue  was  still  continuing,  notwith- 
standing tlie  Inauguration,  and  other  circumstances  named 
by  the  cluurman,  are  gone  by;  and  the  fiirmerhad,  in  fact, 
gone  by  before  lite  change.  It  still  exceeded,  in  the  last 
three  quarters,  by  tlie  return  in  his  hand,  more  than  dou- 
ble the  revenue  before  1829.  To  show  what  fidelity  ex- 
ists in  the  expenditure  of  the  increased  revenue  here, 
and  in  the  department  at  large,  let  it  be  remembered  that 
we  do  not  present  to  the  Senate  only  the  old  items  of  ex- 
pense, and  the  rest  squandered  or  unaccounted  for,  but 
we  present  from  documents,  besides  all  the  old  payment^ 
the  sum  of  seven^^ve  thousand  dollars  advanced  on  new 
routes  *^  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  more  advanced 
on  improvements  in  old  routes. 

So  much  for  the  past.  If  we  look  forward  to  the  close 
of  tlie  present  year,  wliat  are  the  inferences  justly  to  be 
drawn  from  wliat  we  already  know  from  the  printed  docu- 
ments before  me  ?  A  large  class  of  contracts  has  been  re- 
newed, and  at  an  annual  saving,  on  the  face  of  them,  of 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  In  ad^tion  to  that,  im- 
provements have  been  cont  ractid  for,  uid  put  into  opera- 
tion, coiting  forty-fire  thousand  doltan  more,  and  are  in- 


cluded in  the  same  contracts,  without  dimiiuAing  the 
nominal  gain  of  the  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  The  de- 
partment will  also  be  relieved  from  all  the  expense  connect- 
ed with  the  commencement  of  the  new  routes  under  the  set 
of 1838;  and  thus  we  have  decisive  data  from  which  to  infer, 
that  it  is  jieither  verging  to  bankruptcy,  nor  needing  the 
ud  of  Congress  to  rescue  it  from  nun.  So  far  from  that, 
it  never,  as  a  department,  socontnliAedaomuch.  It  never 
had  the  annual  ability  to  accomptiAi  so  nnicht  and,  unless 
we  ourselves  break  it  down  by  the  impostion  of  new  and 
aggravated  burdens,  its  prosperity  and  its  bahmces  bid 
fair  to  be  every  thing  its  warmest  friends  may  denre. 
'I'bese  are  not  only  my  own  deliberate  opinions,  from  a 
careful  examination  of  official  records,  but  they  are  fiirti- 
fied  by  tlie  views  given  us  in  the  last  annual  report  fi«gn 
that  department,  and  by  the  matured  opinions  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  other  House  the  last  session,  aftcr'ft  Ml  and 
able  investigation. 

A  word  or  two  as  to  the  slate  of  the  department,  even 
if  a  furtlier  annual  balance  against  it  should  accrue  tlie 
present  year.  Has  it,  aa  ts  intimated,  no  means  of  pay- 
ment without  invoking  us?  Has  it  wasted  all  the  surplus  left 
under  its  administration  for  forty  years?  The  Senate  will 
recollect,  that  the  surplus  of  balances  exceeded  Ae  pay- 
ments into  the  treasury  during  that  period,  something  like 
five  hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  dollars.  The  bad 
debts  and  losses,  during  the  forty  years,  reduced  that 
amount  to  what  Mr.  McLean,  in  July,  1826,  considered 
available  funds,  that  is,  to  three  hunched  and  thirty-two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  five  dollars.  This  kit  sum  has 
been  further  reduced  by  the  old  causes,  by  corrections  of 
etrors,  and  by  the  new  annual  balances  agiunst  the  de- 
partment, to  about  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  d<d- 
lars.  But  there  still  remains  one  hundred  and  forty  thou- 
sand dollars  under  the  control  of  the  department,  to  meet 
any  future  annual  deficiency;  and  so  far  from  being  insol- 
vent, or  from  imploring  us  for  relief,  it  is  manifesuy  tn  a 
safe  conditifHi,  and  implores  only  our  ferbearmnce  to  throw 
upon  it  too  great  additional  burdens.  The  whole  bm^s, 
then,  of  the  chwrman's  argument  vanishes.  There  is  no 
foundation  for  his  inference' that  the  insolvency  of  the  de- 
partment has  been  caused  by  the  removal  of  fiiithful  offi- 
cers.   The  insolvency  exists  only  in  his  imagination. 

But,  for  mere  argument's  sake,  suppose  tiie  operations 
of  the  department  were  embarrused,  and  its  means  defi- 
cient, is  there  a  particle  of  proof  that  thia  has  been  caused 
by  misconduct  in  its  present  officers?  Did  not  the  cliauge 
of  policy,  which  led  to  its  present  condition,  commence 
under  Mr.  McLean?  and  were  not  its  consequences  de- 
veloped during  the  whole  two  last  years  of  his  administra- 
tion.' and  did  not  the  change  happen  by  our  legislation, 
and  in  tlie  fulfilment  of  our  own  policy?  And  is  Mr.  Barry 
to  be  censured  for  it  stiy  more  than  his  predecessor?  We, 
ourselves,  wisely  resolved  that  the  current  revenue,  and 
the  surplus  funds,  ^ould  all  be  expended  in  new  routes 
and  improvements.  We,  ourselves,  created,  within  four- 
teen months,  the  unprecedented  number  of  over  four  hun- 
dred new  routes,  costing  over  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars; and,  in  furtherance  of  the  same  new  policy,  the  pub- 
lic called  for  the  improvement  of  old  routes,  to  the  extent 
of  some  nullions  of  miles.  We  have  been  promptly  se- 
conded in  our  policy  by  both  the  past  and  present  Post- 
niaiitera  General,  so  that  the  number  of  post  offices  dnce 
1825  are  nearly  doubled,  and  the  distance  of  transpwta- 
tion  is  increased  over  three  millions  of  miles.  The  Senate 
are  hardly  able  to  comprehend  the  extent  of  the  improve- 
ments in  that  department,  without  some  analysis  and  illus- 
tration. In  twenty  years,  from  a  revenue  of  about  half  a 
million,  it  has  swollen  to  almost  two  millions;  from  only 
about  two  tliousand  post  offices,  they  have  multiplied  to 
over  eight  thousand  i  and  from  an  annual  transportation  ti 
the  mw  of  about  five  millions  of  miles,  it  has  reached  fbur- 
teen  and  a  half  millions.  Tliis  now  averages  a  diuW  trans- 
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ptK^tion,  incredible  m  it  may  seem,  eqtul  to  nearly  twice 
the  circumference  of  tlie  ekrth.  Yet  a  department,  so 
prosperouslj'  adminiitered,  tnd  so  largwlj  contributing  to 
those  benefldal  results  within  the  last  jresr,  as  veil  as  in  the 
two  precedin^f  years,  itU  now  the  policy  of  the  opposition 
to  misrepresent,  nlify,  and  attempt  to  pat  down,  by  the 
**  starling,"  or  rather  the  parrot  and  cuckoo  cry  of  proscri  p- 
tion !  proscription !  Thus  successful  and  efficient,  it  is  to  be 
denounced  as  unftithfiilly  administered;  and  this  groundless 
accusation  is  wantonly  to  be  imputed  to  the  appointment 
"of  brawling  sycophants,  with  no  other  merit  than  a  sup- 
port  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate."  Fearing,  doubt- 
less,  that  he  might  be  driven  from  this  position,  bj  the 
want  of  evidence  to  support  the  assumption  on  which  liis 
strongest  inferenees  rested,  the  chairman  next  resorted 
to  a  series  of  strictures  on  particular  acts  of  the  Postmaster 
General — to  strictures  on  a  majority  of  the  special  com- 
mittee—to strictures  on  the  SeDate-~«nd,  finailv,  capping 
the  climax  of  reproach,  to  strictures  on  the  people  of  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire,  who  have  approved  of  removals. 

The  task  of  following  the  gentleman  in  this  species  of 
dsbate,  is  by  no  means  agreeable,  either  in  reference  to 
the  topics  themselves,  to  my  own  taste  and  habits  in  public 
speakmg,  or  to  the  personal  collision  it  may  seem  to  pro- 
duce between  us. 

But,  witii  my  present  strong  convictions  of  the  injustice 
vliich  has  been  done  to  tiie  head  of  this  department,  and 
to  a  portion  of  my  constituents,  by  these  strictures,  it  would 
be  diahononrf>1e  not  to  repel  them.  Hence  I  do  not  choose 
to  leave  them  unnoticed,  as  otherwise  they  might  be,  pro- 
vided they  were  all  tnie;  because  they  possess  no  bearing 
on  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  passuig  the  resolution 
under  consideration.  Let  us  look  at  these,  then,  in  their 
order,  apart  from  their  utter  irrelevancj'  to  the  question. 
Not  a  particle  of  evidence  has  been  cited  to  justify  the 
strictures  on  Mr.  Barry,  but  the  single  affidavit  before 
mentioned,  about  the  Fowler  case.  That  affidavit  has 
been  fully  scratiiuzed  and  espluned  by  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee;  and*  T  will  only  add,  it  shows  Mr.  B.  honorably 
discharged  in  one  trial  about  his  indebtedness,  and  so 
strong  a  conviction  in  the  past  administration  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  that  discharge,  as  to  have  prevented  them  from 
any  new  attempts  to  render  him  liable.  Next,  we  have 
a^nst  Mr.  Batry  the  fiimoas  letter  intoduced  and  read 
with  so  much  formali^,  though  it  is  no  part  of  the  evidence 
before  the  committee,  but  has  been  entirely  ruled  out.  If 
the  examination  of  the  author  of  it,  on  other  points  in  the 
letter,  turns  out  Tike  his  examination  about  Fowler's  case, 
nobody  but  the  writer  will  have  much  to  fear  from  its  con- 
tents. Mere  letters,  it  is  true,  have  their  value;  but, 
coming  from  an  avowed  opponent,  and  after  a  proposition 
for  a  confidential  compromise,  are  not,  it  is  presumed,  iu 
this  experienced  body,  to  be  deemed  evidence  against  even 
the  humblest  citizen  in  the  smallest  accusation.  But  what 
are  the  other  chaives  contt^ned  in  the  letter,  as  it  has  been 
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read  and  relied  on?  That  Mr.  Barry  was  probably  incom- 
petent to  write  a  mere  official  circular,  and  hence  resortedj 
to  a  clerk.  This,  too,  is  advanced  a^inst  a  gentleman  of; 
acknowled^d  natural  talents,  of  finished  education,  and' 
of  distingmshed  professional  attainments.  The  very  st:ite- ' 
ment  done  stamps  upon  the  charge  reprobation  and  ex-' 
treme  folly.  What  next?  That  tlie  printing  of  advertise- 
ments in  this  city,  from  his  department,  had  been  need- 
l«ly  cxpensivei  when  I  now  hold  in  my  hand  an  official 
call,  and  an  official  answer  to  It,  on  this  very  point,  at  tlie 
last  sesuon,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  printing*for  A.  U. 
1829,  of  the  abore  character,  was  from  three  to  four  thou- 
sand dollars  less  expensive  than  it  had  been  in  either  of! 
the  two  preceding  yc»rs.  Extravagance  in  repairs  and 
furmttire:  when,  in  the  same  document,  all  can  read  a  full 
and  satiaftctory  explanation  on  that  point.  Tliat  he  lus 
pud  nKmcT  in  advance  to  a  political  partisan :  when,  from 
the  same  document,  it  appenrs  that  thp  draft  for  money 


was  drawn  and  accepted  under  his  predecessor,  and  was 
iiot  paid,  when  it  fell  due,  by  Mr.  Barry,  until  taken  in 
discliar^  of  nea*  services.  That  mismanagement  existed 
in  making  a  contract  to  carry  the  mail  to  New  Orleans: 
when  the  same  document  clearly  explains  the  groundless 
character  of  tltis  imputation;  and  when  expetnence  under 
that  contract  has  shown  a  regularity  and  improvement  on 
that  great  commercial  route,  which  is  invaluable  to  the 
community,  and  which  will  soon  augment  the  revenue  in 
that  quarter  more  than  enough  to  meet  all  the  increased 
expense.  Next,  a  new  arrangement  of  duties  to  the  clerks, 
and  unnecessary  expenses  in  extra  clerk  hir«:  when,  on 
the  very  next  page  of  this  printed  document  all  can  read 
and  see  that  the  new  division  of  duties  introduced  pro- 
mise^ like  that  of  labor  in  manufactures,  to  make  tike  dis- 
charge of  them  more  perfect,  and  to  cause  a  greater 
amount  to  be  performed  by  the  whole. 

In  relation  to  the  expenses  of  clerk  hire,  wKch  has 
figured  on  other  occasions,  as  well  as  in  this  letter,  I  will 
give  the  Senate  fuller  and  satis&ctory  explanation  in  a  few 
moments.  But,  from  these  examinations  and  answers  of 
the  accusations  in  this  celebrated  letter,  is  not  the  ques- 
tionable character  of  the  whole  manifest?  And  is  it  not 
demonstrable  that  the  letter  itself  has  been  in  other  hands 
before  this  winter,  and  all  its  contents  then  deemed  wor- 
thy  of  notice  made  the  foundation  of  calls  on  the  depart- 
ment? And  have  not  those  calls  all  been  promptly  met  a 
year  ago'  Any  gentleman  who  has  the  curiosity  to  com- 
pare tiie  whole  together,  will  find  the  document  in  No.  136, 
the  3l8t  Congress,  Ist  sesnon. 

But  one  step  fiirther.  Not  satisfied  with  causing  the 
whole  letter  to  be  read  in  the  Senate,  after  the  answers 
returned  last  winter  on  every  point  then  deemed  material, 
the  chairman  himself  enters  the  field  of  denunciation 
against  the  Postmaster  General.  On  his  own  personal 
knowledge,  he  accuses  him,  not,  to  be  sure,  of  the  high 
misdemeanor  of  v.-asting  tlie  public  funds,  or  making 
l^undless  and  corrupt  removals,  but  of  an  unpardonablo 
incivility,  or  of  a  heinous  neglect  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  his  communications  forthwith.  Next,  he  is  con- 
demned for  delaying,  without  cause,  a  reply  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  a  reply  to  the  first 
nine  interrogatories  of  the  chairman.  In  no  very  measured 
language,  he  is  arraigned,  also,  as  fearing  an  investigation, 
as  thwarting  legitimate  inquiry;  and  is  told  that  he  "dare** 
not  do  this,  and  he  **  dare"  not  do  that,  from  a  dread  of 
consequences.  It  ia  added  that  the  complaints  made  by 
the  chairman  on  last  Saturday  forced  or  compelled  the  . 
Postmaster  General  to  send  in  his  answer  to  tlic  first  call. 
This  is  modestly  said,  although  one  would  charitably  think 
the  probability  is,  the  answer,  amounting  to  five  or  sir 
thousand  pages,  had  been  preparing  for  more  than  six 
months,  and,  having  for  a  week  or  two  been  understood 
to  be  nearly  completed,  was  sent  in  wbenevei*  finished, 
and  because  it  was  finished.  Possibly,  too,  when  in  a  fev 
days  the  answer  comes  to  the  nine  interrogatories,  which 
has  also  been  preparing  about  two  months,  and  after  the 
call  was  "immediately  commenced,"  as  the  letter  to  the 
chairman  shows,  we  shnll  again  be  told  tliat  that  answer 
likewise  has  been  forced  in,  by  the  fulminations  cast  again 
upon  the  Postmaster  General  to-da^,  for  his  delays  and 
evasions.  '  Pardon  me,  sir,  if  I  remmd  the  member  from 
Delaware  that  these  extraordinary  attacks  are  made  upon 
an  honorable  man,  during  his  absence,  and  \i\  a  place 
whei^  he  cannot  be  present  to  meet  them  in  person,  and 
vindicate  his  conduct.  Pardon  me,  sir,  if  I  remind  him 
that  this  high  officer  of  the  Government  Is  no  less  pure  in 
character,  or  elevated  in  feeling,  than  the  lofliest  of  his 
accusers;  that,  so  far  from  timidly  shunning  inquiry  in 
proper  cases — ao  far  from  bein^  dragooned  by  threats, 
to  acts  of  shuffiing  and  intimidation,  he  invites  all  due  in-' 
vestigntion;  he  duchargea  his  trusts  from  principle,  and 
not  fear;  and  will  be  fotuid,  at  all  times,  and  by  all  pei-- 
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■ons,  to  **due  do  all  Ibit  doAx  become  a  man.**  Does 
the  gentleouuit  after  reflection,  seriouilf.believe  that  Uie 
PostiMiter  General,  if  present,  wmild  not  have  been  quite 
IS  much  amuaed  as  offended  with  the  supposed  effect  of 
cerUJn  menaces  in  expediting  his  movements?  Would  the 
Foatmaster  General  not  have  smiled  at  that  bold  assump- 
tion, as  a  little  too  much  in  "the  Hercules  rein.'"  And 
nugfat  he  not  possibly  have  been  tempted  to  repeat,  in 
reply,  the  anecdote  of  the  mechanic,  who  vas  employed 
to  manufacture  thunder  for  a  storm,  in  a  play,  to  be  per- 
formed onacertun  stage?  The  storm  betn^  over,  and 
the  tiiunder  having  been  good  enough  of  its  kind,  it  hap- 
pened, in  all  the  subsequent  parts  of  tlie  play,  when  any 
fine  sentiment  or  fine  acting  produced  applause,  the  ma- 
nufacturer of  thtmder  could  not  aroid  exclaiming  to  those 
near  him,  "  See  the  effect  of  my  thunder!" 

But  hov  standi  the  naiked  facta  about  the  seasonable, 
nesa  the  answers,  and  about  the  accusation  concenung 
unnecessary  expenses  for  clerk  hire?  Not  only  has  the 
current  business  of  the  office  been  performed  during  the 
last  nine  months,  but  the  answer  lias  been  made  to  the 
call  of  the  member  from  Ohio,  filbne*,  I  believe,  more 
than  a  ream  of  paper;  and  the  answer  lar  advanced  to  the 
call  of  this  committee.  The  last,  a  call  not  trifling  in  its 
nature,  and  requiring  little  of  either  labor  or  exaAiina- 
tion,  as  intimated  by  the  clwrman,  but  one  resolution 
alone  of  the  nine,  requiring  every  item  of  incidental  ex- 
pense to  be  stated  for  each  year,  in  the  department,  since 
1826.  Another,  requiring  every  allowance  on  contract 
to  be  detuled,  during  this  administration,  when  the  al- 
lowances probably  amount  to  many  hundreds.  But  thus 
much  has  been  accomplished,  sir,  under  circumstances 
when  ibe  current  buanen  of  tiie  department  is  constant- 
ly and  largely  increasing;  and  when  in  our  official  docu- 
ments wc  are  informed  it  has  augmented  full  one-third, 
within  only  finu*  years,  by  the  increase  of  routes,  trips, 
and  offices.  Did  not  Hr.  McLean  understand  this  sub- 
ject as  well  as  Mr.  Bradley,  as  the  chairman,  or  any  of  us? 
and  yet  he,  with  an  increase  of  clerks  from  only  seven  in 
the  year  1800,  to  thirty-eight  in  1838,  was  obliged  to 
appeal  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  a  still 
further  addition  of  clerks,  and  observed,  "thebunness 
increases  as  rapidly  as  the  operations  of  the  mail  are  ex- 
tended, and  the  public  interest  requires  tliat  the  force  of 
the  office  should  be  augmented-"  Whereupon  Con- 
gress made  provision  for  five  additional  clerks  in  Hav, 
182S.  Yet,  m  1829,  not  one  year  afterwards,  what  sa'id 
Mr.  McLean  again  as  to  the  pressure  of  business,  and  the 
neccsnW  of  stUI  employing  extra  iclerks?  Not  what  the 
immacuMte  letter  wntter  brings  as  a  chaive  against  Mr. 
Barry,  that  '*  he  has  emplwed  extra  clerks  and  agents, 
when  the  business  of  the  office  was  as  well  and  promptly 
done  before,  and  when  it  did  not  require  others."  But 
Mr.  McLean  stated  frankly  and  officially,  "that  during 
the  last  year,  (1838,)  he  had  expended  for  clerk  liire, 
beyond  the  amount  appropriated,  ^,653  11,  for  which  an 
appropriation  was  not  asked  at  the  Ust  session.  It  was 
deemed  better  to  defer  any  application  on  this  subject  un- 
til the  ensuing  session  of  Congress,  when  the  increasing 
business  of  the  office  will  require  a  more  permanent  pro- 
vision by  autliorizing  an  additional  number  of  clerks.  The 
increase  of  business  is  such  in  this  department,  that  any 
number  of  clerks  sufficient  at  this  time,  will  not  be  able  to 
perform  the  labor  six  months  hence." 

Who  could  have  expected,  after  all  tlu^  all  this  too 
rintcd  and  publi^ed  in  our  public  documents,  and  accesn- 
le  to  every  one,  that  the  letter  should  be  read  here,  im- 
pugning Mr.  Barry  for  the  employment  of  extra  clerks  in 
1829?  And  that  in  1831,  after  tliree  times  "six  months" 
had  elapsed,  and  a  number  of  laborious  calls  had  been 
n»de  for  information,  Mr.  Barrj-  sliould  be  here  severely 
arraigned  and  censured  for  not  lutving  been  able  to  fpvc 
to  du)se  calls  an  immediate  answer? 


But  in  the  churman's  aweeping  iUTectiTe,  his  own  com- 
mittee, or  at  least  three  memSen  of  it,  came  in  for  a  share 

of  accusation.  He  says,  it  is  true  that  he  will  not  impute 
to  them  corrupt  motives}  jret  he  will  ^te  fact^  showing 
"  the  suppression  of  inquiry,"  and  other  grievous  misdo- 
ings, and  leave  tlie  Senate  to  decide  on  the  motives.  For 
one  of  die  three,  I  return  him  all  the  thanks  which  this 
kind  of  courten  merits^  and  must  add,  that  in  the  member 
fnnn  In^jma,  though  often  acting  wi^  the  chairman  and 
opposed  to  myself  and  the  member  from  Tennessee,  in 
some  material  points,  I  liave  witnessed  nothing  but  perfect 
fiumess  of  mind,  and  in  no  instance  any  uncTiaritableness 
towards  Ilia  brethren. 

The  gentleman  from  Mune  likewise,  though  differing 
loto  eeelo  from  us  in  opinion,  has  expressed  no  illiberalil^t 
and  the  remarks  of  even  the  chairman  himself  I  am  wd- 
ling  to  attribute  chiefly  to  great  seal  and  ardor  in  hia  own 
views,  and  to  less  experience  in  having  those  views  eriti- 
cisetl  or  overruled,  than  has  fiillen  to  the  lot  of  bis  col- 
league on  the  c<nnnuttee  near  lum,  [Nr.  HouiM,]  in  a 
longer  course  of  public  life. 

But  to  return  to  tiie  accusations.  It  is  sud  part  of  the 
committee  has  attempted  to  break  down  and  discredit  Mr. 
Bivdiey  fVom  fear  of  his  potent  letter]  as  if  that  letter  was 
so  new  and  astounding)  as  if  it  had  now  fallen  upon  us  Eke 
an  avalanche,  and  had  not  been  fully  answered  a  year  ago 
by  an  official  call;  and  as  if  any  body  had  done  so  much  to 
break  Mr.  Bradley  down  as  he  liimself  Itad-  It  is  he,  who 
has  voluntarily  made  his  letter  public  property.  In  rela- 
tion, however,  to  Mr.  Bradley's  character,  I  shall  forbear 
to  make  a  single  stricture — and  have  adverted  onlv  to  ad- 
mitted fact^  until  his  testimony,  after  the  close  of  our  in- 
Tcstwations  as  a  committee,  may  come  under  the  conft- 
derabon  of  the  Senate.  In  the  next  place  ve  are  duu^ed 
with  evading  inquiries,  by  addreSHng  them,  in  the  fint  in- 
stance, to  the  head  of  the  department  rather  than  to  some 
of  hia  subordinates;  as  if  this  course  was  not  most  deco- 
rous, and  was  not  likely  to  ensure  at  the  same  time  the  most 
prompt  and  full  reply.  The  censure  would  rather  have 
been  due,  bad  we  pursued  a  different  course.  When  the 
replies  come,  should  thqr  notbesatisftctoTy,  theduuimui 
has  been  repeatedly  asiiured  that  any  further  appUcation 
to  other  qturters  n>r  proper  infbmwtwn  would  nerer  be 
refused. 

Agun:  we  did  not,  upon  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Gholaoa's 
letter  concerning  partiality  in  a  mail  contract  in  Virginia, 
send  at  once  thiUier  for  persons  and  papera.  lliis  is  call- 
ed "refusing  inquiry."  Now  mark  the  teal  transaction. 
Being  informed  the  same  sut^ect  matter  had  been  under  in- 
vestigation in  tlie  department  on  an  old  complaint  from  the 
same  quarter,  we  merely  directed,  that,  before  sending  to 
Vir^nia,  the  correspondence  and  evidence  on  file  should 
be  asked  for  by  a  sub-committee,  of  which  the  cbiurman 
was  a  member. 

Was  not  this  judicious,  in  order  .to  shape  our  inquiries 
properly  in  Virginia,  and  to  ascertain  whether  foundatim 
enough  probab&  ciisted  in  favor  of  the  char^  to  render 
the  expense  ana  trouble  of  sending  to  Virginia  justifiable? 
The  chairman  having  neglected  to  obtain  uiat  correspond- 
ence  and  evidence,  and  tlie  inquiry  having  thus  and  thus 
alone  been  delayed,  I  have  obtained  them  for  my  own  sa- 
tisfaction as  a  member  of  the  committee;  and  if  any  gen- 
tleman wishes  to  peruse  the  papers,  he  can  sec  how  pro- 
per it  was  tbey  should  be  examined  before  incurring  the 
costs  and  inconveiuence  of  a  miadon  to  a  distance. 

Again:  it  is  cast  on  us  as  a  reproach,  that  we  refused  to 
allow  witnesses  to  be  examined  when  befive  us.  Yea^  be- 
cause we  objected  to  administer  an  oath  just  so  long  as 
was  necessary  to  inquire  whether  the  examination  related 
to  points  within  the  subject  matters  referred  to  us,  and 
not  a  moment  longer,  this  general  and  grave  accusation  is 
rung  in  our  ears.  Once  for  all,  behold  an  illustration  of 
tlie  temper  in  which  the  investi^tioo.is  conducted.  Are 
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ire  to  be  toM  u  lawyers,  or  m  law  arents,  that  my  court 
or  committee  of  tiniited  powers  ahoiild  make  investif^tions 
or  take  testimony  on  subjecta  not  vUbin  their  jurisdiction  * 
Tet  a  preliminary  imfuiry  on  that  pmnt,  as  well  as  our 
other  proper  preeautiona,  are  imputed  to  us  ai  attempts 
to  atifle-the  truth,  and  eschide  light. 

It  is  confidently  believed  that  no  unjaundtced  eye  can 
discorer  any  circumstance  in  them  beyond  due  coarteay  to 
the  bead  of  a  high  department,  a  due  regard  to  economy 
in  tlie  exercise  of  our  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  and  a  commendable  dislike  to  encroach  upon  the 
imitations  which  the  Senate,  bya  fair  construotion,  seemto 
have  imposed  on  the  inquiiies  referred  to,  our  eianuita- 
tion. 

But  enough  of  this.  A  similar  accusation  is  hurled  even 
against  the.  Senate  for  referring  the  answer  to  the  call  of 
the  member  from  Ohio  to  the  standing  committee,  rather 
than  to  the  special  ccmimittee,  on  the  post  office.  It  was 
done,  aa^s  he,  to  create  delay  in  our  inquiries,  and  to 
smother  inrestigatktn;  when  the  chairman  should  know, 
for  it  was  asngned  as  a  reason  at  the  time,  that  the  refer- 
ence was  thus  made  to  enable  the  gentleman,  friendly  to 
the  chairman,  and  on  whose  resolution  the  call  was  ordered, 
first  to  examine  the  answer.  That  gentleman  was  on  the 
standing,  but  not  on  tlie  special  committee,  and  now,  as 
propriety  dictates,  has  the  papers  in  his  individual  care, 
wilfing-,  without  doubt,  that  any  member  may  refer  to 
them  in  elucidation  of  our  researches. 

But  I  have  done  with  these  details,  tiresome,  I  fear,  to 
the  Senate,  and  exceedingly  unpleasant  to  me.  From  the 
specimens  gfivcn,  the  flimsy  cluracter  of  the  whole  charge 
is  manifest.  Yet  a  dnty  to  the  public  as  well  as  myself, 
K  duty  of  a  character  neitlier  to  ne  sought  nor  shunned, 
has  been  discharged  in  the  discussion  or  them:  and  I  shall 
here  close — after  a  few  comments  on  the  charge  of  bribery 
flung  by  the  chairman  on  inch  part  of  the  penple  of  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire  as  have  approved  the  removals  made 
in  those  States  m  the  Post  Office  Department.  [Mr.  CLAY- 
TON here  rose,  and  observed,  he  did  not  mean  to  make 
any  charge  against  the  people  of  New  Hampshircj  and 
only  said  as  to  those  ia  Maine,  that,  in  returning  their  ver- 
dict for  the  administration,  the  verdict  was  entitled  lo  no 
mote  weight  than  that  of  a  jury,  who  had  been  bribed  or 
MiU>raeed.]  I  accept  the  gentleman's  explanation  to  a 
certain  extent.  But  though  my  immediate  constituents 
may  now  be  considered  aa  not  directly  implicated,  yet  an 
io<{irect  implication  is  still  left  upon  their  principles,  and 
a  most  derogatory  stricture  made  upon  some  of  their 
Wetbren  of  a  mster  State,  which  1  may  be  pardoned  for 
iKMicing.  Tlut  gentleman  knows  full  well  that  the  re- 
ceivers of  a  bribe  are  aa  guilty  as  the  givers,  and  that  this 
Accusation,  however  softened  down,  or  coutnied  into  a 
mere  cwnparative  and  political  charge  in  the  warmth  of 
debate,  is  not  one  entirely  to  be  overlooked.  Since  the 
expUnation,  I  have  no  right  to  doubt  the  charge  was  in- 
tended only  ill  a  comparative  and  political  sense;  and  in 
tliat  sense  alone,  with  no  unkind  Spirit  would  1  rejoin, 
that  titough  the  accused  may  not  fce\  under  the  highest 
obligHtions  to  him  for  his  compliment  to  their  intelligence 
and  virtue,  ^et  I  should  do  them  wrong  to  say,  I  believed 
them  alike  in^fferent  to  his  censure  or  his  praise.  On 
the  contrary,  there  is  a  class  of  politicians  in  tnis  country, 
whose  praise  on  political  subjects  they  would  genenJly 
think  much  nif>re  to  be  deprecated  than  their  severest 
censure. 


FbIDAT,  PSBBrART  11. 

DUTY  ON  ALUM  SALT. 
Mr.  BENTON,  pursuant  to  his  notice  of  yMterday, 
asked  for  leave  to  introduce  his  bill  for  the  gradiat  aboli- 
tion of  ^e  duty  on  ahim  salt.    He  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  hi*  motion. 

Vol.  VIl^lS 


Mr.  FOOT  intended  to  have  given  a  mlent  vote  a^inst 
the  introduction  of  the  billt  but  the  gentlemanlf  insisting 
on  having  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question,  brought  to 
his  recolfection  that  a  bill  of  similar  import  wm  before* 
tiie  Senate.  Although  the  Chair  had  reversed  ba*  ded- 
sioR-on  the  subject,  ne  still  considered  that  the  question 
of  mdev  was  involved  in  it,  and  that  it  should  be  dedded 
by  the  Senate,  for  a  close  observance  of  their  rules  was 
an  actual  saving  of  time.  He  would  ask  if  the  eoononty 
of  their  time  would  not  be  entirely  forgotten,  if  every 
Senator  might  introduce  bills  of  the  same  nature  of  others 
previously  brought  in,  by  a  mere  change  of  a  partial  de> 
scription,  but  where  tiie  principle  was  the  same?  If  this 
were  tolerated,  tiieir  whole  time  nUght  be  consumed  hy 
their  consideration,  Hitiiough  they  migtit  afterwards  be  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  was  opposed  to  the  introduction  of 
the  bill,  because  he  considered  it  one  of  too  much  import- 
ance to  be  brought  in  at  this  period  of  the  session,  f<M> 
there  could  not  be  sufficient  time  for  its  coniidertttion. 
He  was  also  opposed  to  the  granting  of  leave,  inasmneh 
as  he  conndeTed  it  a  bill  which  intnfered  with  the  reve- 
nue, by  providing  for  the  charge  of  a  tax  of  so  much  fat 
l  given  time;  ana  to  the  Senate  did  not  belong  the  ri^t 
of  originating  bills  which  went  to  levy  or  continue  an  un- 
poit  in  which  the  revenue  of  the  country  was  concerned, 
tt  was  also  a  bill  whicli  only  related  to  a  particular  de- 
scription of  salt,  imd  the  bill  introduced  by  the  Senator 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  Smitb]  embraced  salt  in  general. 

Mr.  BBNTWT  sud,  that  as  to  the  question  tl»t  it  origi- 
nuttA  a  measure  connected  with  the  revenue,  he  would 
simply  ask,  had  or  had  not  the  bill  already  before  the 
House  the  very  same  tendency  ,'  Tlie  question  of  order 
he  would  submit  to  the  Chair. 

The  Chair  could  not  change  the  decision  already  given, 
but  proceeded  to  take  the  sense  ci  the  Senate  dn  the 
granting  of  leave. 

A  division  was  then  hvl,  wlien  leave  to  introduce  the 
bill  was  refusedr-the  yeas  being  17,  the  nays  37. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT.  - 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr.  GnvKSv's 
resolution. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  concluded  the  remarks  he  com- 
menced yesterday  in  support  of  the  resolution.  [What  he 
said  on  both  days  is  embodied  unbroken  above.  After  he 

concluded — ] 

Mr.  SPKAGUE  followed.  He  declined  entering  into 
any  discussion  on  its  fiscal  concerns,  butsti^dhis  objec- 
tions to  the  resolution,  as  tending  to  impeach  the  veracity 
of  individuals  who  had  been  dismissed  from  office  in  the 
capaci^  of  witnesses  beforethe  speual  committee. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  expluned,  and  sud,  than  this  nothing 
was  fhrther  from  his  mtention,  and  he  had  no  objection  fO 
to  mo^fy  his  resolution,  as  to  do  away  with  any  erroneous 
impresnon  in  that  respect  which  might  be  formed. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  said — I  gave  my  vote  for  the  reso- 
lution under  which  this  committee  was  appointed,  but 
most  certify  not  with  the  intent  of  vesting  them  with 
the  power  which,  thrir  chapman  contends  they  have  % 
rig^t  to  exercise.  What  is  tliat  power'  One,  wr,  that 
the  Senate  has  solemnly  declared,  after  the  fullest  investi- 
gation, that  the  Senate  itself  had  no  right  to  exerase;  a 
debate  in  which  the  honorable  cbainnan  of  this  committee 
strove  with  his  usual  earnestness,  with  unusual  eloquence 
and  ingenuity,  but  strove  in  vain,  to  establish  a  rig^t  in 
the  Senate  to  call  on  the  Pre^dent  to  give  his  reasons  for 
such  removals  fi^im  office  as  the  Senate  miriit  deem  im- 
proper. Sir,  the  hononble  chairman  needed  tiot  to  have 
assured  us  that  he  was  tenacious  of  his  purpose  when  he 
tliouf^ht  that  purpose  right)  the  perseverance  with  winch 
he  dings  to  the  doctrines  which  he  on  that  occasion  so 
ably  advocated^  is  a  proof  <^  this.    Now,  nr,  how  does 
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the  inteiTOgfttory  proposed  to  be  put  by  the  committee, 
and  theuwnnentby  which  tint  right  is  tttempted  to  be 
Kutunedinov  dotheK  differ  from  the  inquiry  then  urged 
«to  be  proper,  and  the  iirguments  which  were  then  uised, 
but  which  fuled  to  convince  us  ^  The  Postmaster  Genera) 
is  an  officer  appointed  in  virtue  of  a  law  which  prescribes 
his  duties  and  designates  his  powers.  His  great  duty  is 
to  secure  the  transmisuon  of  the  mail,  and  the  securi^  of 
the  revenue  to  be  derived  from  that  source.  The  essen- 
tial power  given  to  him  for  the  performance  of  tliese  du- 
ties, is  the  app<Hntment  of  his  deputies,  and,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  their  removal,  whenever  they  do  not,  in  bis 
opinion,  properly  perform  their  duties;  they  are  answer- 
able to  him  i»  the  same  manner  as  he  is  to  the  Preudent — 
as  tlie  President  may  remove  him  in  the  exercise  of  his 
legal  discretion,  so  may  he  remove  the  deputies  whom  lie 
baa,  on  his  own  responsibility,  appointed.  AU  the  argii- 
mento  used  i^nst  the  interference  of  the  Senate  with 
the  removals  by  the  Preudcnt,  apply  with  the  same  focce 
to  any  intermeddling  here.  I  will  not  fatigue  the  Senate 
by  repeating  those  argumenUj  tliey  were  deemed  conclu- 
sive then.  Circumstances  Iiave  not  changed;  nor  have 
the  members  of  the  Senate  changed.  Wliether  any  ar- 
guments now  addressed  to  them  by  the  chairman  of  tlie 
committee  can  have  operatefl  any  change  in  their  opinion, 
I  should  be  very  mudi  inclined  to  doubt,  because  I  have 
heard  none  now  that  I  cannot  recollect  perfectly  to  have 
beard  on  s  former  occasion.  Sir,  they  are  old  acquaint- 
ances, and  thougli  they,  like  old  friends,  sometimes  put 
on  new  faces,  and  trick  themselves  out  in  the  new  dresses 
that  they  borrow  from  eloquence  and  tulent,  yet  it  re- 
quires no  ^reat  stretch  of  n^emory  to  recollect  them.  I 
will  simply  ask  the  honorable  chairman  what  practical 
good  he  expects  will  result  from  the  inquiry?  Let  us 
siippose  it  proper,  and  pursue  its  course;  a  discarded 
omcer  of  the  department  is  called  befurc  the  commhtee.- 
"  Sir,  you  were  a  deputy  of  the  Postmaster  General;  for 
what  cause  did  he  dismisH  you'"  "  Sir,  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  tell;  I  was  a  must  meritorious  officer,  regular  in 
rendering  my  accounts,  punctual  in  my  payments,  diligent 
in  the  duties  of  my  oiEce."  **Call  in  the  Postmaster 
General:  Why  did  you  dismiss  this  man?"  *'  Because  he 
was  totally  un6t  for  his  office;  he  never  attended  to  its 
diitiei;  his  mails  were  rarely  made  up  in  timt;;  and  the 
mail-carriers  were  detained  fur  hours  at  his  office."  <'  Can 
you  bring  proof  of  these  cliargea^"  "  Easily;  you  have 
only  to  send  for  the  mail-carrier  between  Memphis  and 
New  Orleans,  and  tor  ei^it  or  ten  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  village  where  he  lives;  the  distance  is  not  much  iU>ove 
two  thousand  miles,  and  you  may  have  them  here  certainly 
in  a  year.**  The  report  must  be  made  in  three  weeks. 
Here  IS  one  case,  and  a  probable  one:  How  many  such  in 
the  fivehundredcasesof  removal?  Takeanother:  "Why, 
Mr.  Postmaster  General,  did  you  dismiss  A.  B. "  Be- 
cause, nr,  I  had  no  confidence  in  him;  a  discretionary 
power  was  fpven  to  me,  which  I  have  exercised  in  all 
oases  aceording^  to  die  best  of  my  ju^finent.**  Then  I 
think  that  Inquiry  must  encL  But  suppose,  in  anoUier 
case,  the  suspicions  which  hare  been  expressed,  or  rather 
tiie  podtive  charge,  that  has  been  repeated  till  tfie  echoes 
are  tired  with  it,  that  the  removal  should  hare  been  of  a 
person  hostile  to  the  election  of  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate, and  that  another,  of  opposite  politics,  should  have 
replaced  hiiot  auopose  this  to  hare  happened  in  three 
hundred  out  of  the  five  hundred  removals,  what  is  to  be 
the  result?  Why,  the  honorable  chairman  has  long  «nce 
anticipated  it.  Such  conduct  is  corruption,  and  corrup- 
tion is  an  impeachable  offence.  I'o  this  result,  then,  we 
come  at  last.  A  committee  of  the  Senate,  members  of 
the  high  court  for  the  trial  of  impeachments,  are  to  be 
emplo>'ed  in  finding  materials  for  the  accusation  of  an 
officer  whom  they,  in  the  performance  of  their  high 
fiiuetioub  are  to  tryi  but  this  Meini  to  offer  no  lerioua 


objection  to  the  two  members  of  the  committee  who  hare 
argued  i^nst  the  reaidutiont  tlicy  think,  and  no  doubt 
conscientiously,  that  it  isipart  of  the  duty  delegated  to 
them,  to  inquire  and  pronounce  upon  this  branch  of  the 
accusation  against  the  Postmaster  General.  Nay,  sir, 
they  have  gone  further;  they  hare  entertiuned,  and  think 
it  their  duty  to  pronounce  on  accusations  of  fraud,  mal- 
versation, aitd  corruption.  I  did  not  understand  them  to 
say  that  these  chaises  were  tniet  but  1  did  distinctly  un- 
derstand them  to  say  that  tiiey  were  made,  and  that  tbc 
committee  were  inquiring  into  their  truth;  and,  unless  I 
am  greatly  deceived,  it  was  added,  that  Uiey  were  sup- 
ported by  high  evidence.  Further,  sir,  the  written  alle- 
gation of  some  of  tliese  charges  was  laid  before  us;  was 
read  at  the  request  of  the  chairman,  in  tlie  diape  of  a 
letter  from  one  of  the  officers  who  had  been  dismissed* 
Now,  sir,  against  all  this  proceeding  I  deem  it  a  duty 
solemnly  to  enter  my  protest  £very  member  of  this 
body  must  pursue  that  comluet  which  is  dictated  by  his 
own  sense  of  propriety  and  duty.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  honorable  members  who  differ  from  me  on  this  occa- 
sion, are  so  guided.  Par  be  it  from  me  to  inculpate 
them.  But  I  too  must  follow  mine;  and  my  sense  of  im- 
perious duty  urges  me  not  only  to  dissent  fi  om  tliis  doc- 
trine, but  to  pfunt  out  the  cooscqoenccs  of  what  I  deem 
a  most  dangerous  assumption  of  unconstitutional  power. 
Do  we  not  entirely  disregard  the  altotmcitt  made  to  us  in 
the  distribution  of  the  powers  of  Government?  Do  we 
not  encroach  on  those  of  a  co-ordinate  branch?  and,  by 
assuming  powers  not  delegated  to  us,  render  oursvlvea 
incompetent  to  the  performance  of  those  that  are?  We 
appoint  a  committee  fortlie-purpose  no  doubt  of  inquir- 
ing whether  any  Icpslative  measure  is  necessanr  to  give 
greater  effect  to  the  I>epartment  of  the-Post  Office.  To 
give  it  any  other  construction  would  be  to  suppose  it  an 
unconstitutional  measure.  This  committee  asks  for  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  With  confidence  in 
the  correctness  of  their  course,  wc  give  it  tu  them.  And, 
under  this  delegation,  it  is  contended  they  not  only  have 
a  right  to  du  that  which  the  body,  of  which  they  form  a 
part,  has  solemnly  resolved  it  has  no  right  to  do;  but,  sir, 
that  it  is  their  duty  to  inquire  into  charges  of  fraud  and 
corruption  in  the  exercise  of  Iiis  official  duties^  by  an 
officer  upon  whom,  if  he  sliould  be  accused,  we  are  after- 
wards to  sit  in  judgment.  Not  only  is  tliis  inquiry  pur- 
sued in  the  committee;  not  onlyare  its  members  forced 
to  prejudge  the  case,  but  the  charge  is  uttered  in  the 
assembled  Senate;  all  of  us  are  to  have  our  judgmema 
warped  and  poisoned  by  hearing  evidence  and  arguments 
to  show  the  guilt  or  to  prove  the  Innocence  of  the  accus- 
ed. And  then,  with  our  pasnons  inflamed  with  the 
warmth  of  debate,  with  minds  perverted  by  ex  parte 
evidence,  and  the  mixture  of  political  feeling  that  has 
been  introduced  into  the  oase,  we  are  to  take  our  places 
beside  you,  sir,  in  the  august  tribunal  where  we  had  so 
lately  sat,  and  we  are  to  call  God  to  witness  that  we  will 
flecide  coolly,  and  dispassionately,  and  juatjjr,  between 
our  country  and  the  oRiecr  accused.  How,  »r,  are  ve 
preparing  ourselves  for  thiadu^?  Byri^dent  philippics 
against  the  man  who,  if  the  opinion  of  those  who  utter 
them  is  well  founded,  must  appear  at  our  bar  to  answer 
them!  by  arguments  which  those  who  believe  in  his 
imiocence  feel  bound  to  use  in  his  defence!  by  the  ex- 
citement whicli  zeal  and  eloquence  must  natural  ly  produce 
in.  the  minds  of  their  feUow>judges,  to  whom  they  are 
addressed.  In  our  zeal  for  pdilical  reform,  or  for  tlie 
advancement  of  justice,  we  forget  what  we  are.  We 
assume  the  accuung,  wlien  we  have  only  the  higher,  the 
judging  power.  If  one  "twentieth  part  the  tithe'*  of 
the  accusations  tliat  have  been  uttered  on  this  occasion 
agunst  this  gentleman  be  well  founded,  he  ought  to  be 
impeached;  those  who  believe  them  to  be  true  ought 
immediately  to  produce  the  diaryes  bcfor*  tiM  tncwmg 
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power,  not  to  reiterate  them  within  these  walb,  vhere  no 
TOice  ought  ^o  be  heard  in  cases  of  alleged  criminali^ 
but  that  of  calm  deliberation. 

Sir,  whether  the  charges  are  tree  or  false,  I'-will  not 
inquire,  until  they  are  constitutionallr  made  and  le^ly 
proved.  Until  then  I  mi  bound  to  bdtere  him  innocent, 
not  only  by  duty,  but  because  I  beliere  him,  u  fiir  as  my 
observ-ation  has  ^ne,  to  be  an  upnght,  able  officer,  and 
that,  under  his  aBministration,  the  department  has  greatly 
extended  its  usefulness.  But,  although  this  opinion  may 
mate  me  require  and  scrutinize  proof  before  I  condemn, 
it  will  never,  if  I  can  confide  in  my  own  judgment,  swerve 
mc  from  duty,  if  that  proof  should,  contrary  to  m^  belief, 
be  produced.  Nor,  on  the  other  hknd,  can  the  mwplaced 
invectives,  the  violent,  acrimonious,  and  repeated  charges 
that  have  been  made,  bias  me  a^inst  the  man  whom  I 
esteem.  The  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  may, 
as  he  says  he  will,  "  teach  his  starling  to  cry  proscrip- 
tion" until  all  the  prating  party  parrots  of  the  country 
can  repeat  it.  He  may,  as  he  says  he  wilX  find  h:s  victim 
■*  when  he  lies  asleep,  and  in  his  ear  may  halloo  proscrip- 
tion!'* He  mmy  make  the  Senate  resound  with  this  catch- 
word of  a  party  until  be  is  hoarse  with  .the  repetition. 
Tct,  sir,  I  tnist  the  members  of  that  mgust  body  will  be 
calmi  they  will  not  suffer  themselves  to  condemn  or 
acquit  but  in  the  performance  of  their  constitutional 
functions,  nor  suffer  any  delegated  power  to  transcend 
those  limits  which  they  liave  ^lennined  to  be  the  boun- 
dary of  their  powers. 

Before  I  conclude,  let  me  asV  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Delaware,  whether  he  thinks  hia  favorite  word  might 
not  be  with  some  propiiety  applied  to  the  hearing  exparte 
accusations  of  fraud,  corruption,  and  other  misdemeanors 
against  a  high  officer,  repeating  them  in  the  highest 
council  of  the  nation,  and  speeding  them  on  the  wingrof 
his  eloquence  through  the  land,  before  the  accused  has 
even  answered  to  the  charge.  The  good  feelings  which 
X  know  tlmt  Senator-to  possess,  will,  luiless  I  greatly 
mistake,  in  bis  moments  of  calm  reflection,  lead  him  to 
regret  die  course  which  an  honest  but  misti^en  zeal  has 
led  him  to  pursue  on  this  occasion. 

The  observations,  s'r,  of  the  Senator  fi^m  Maine  [Mr. 
SpragceI  are  correct.  The  resolution  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee  does  not  go  far  enough.  1  offer 
the  follow!]^  amendment:  Strike  out  ft-om  the  word 
"  to^*'  and  insert — '*  make  inquiry  into  the  reasons  which 
have  induced  the  Postmaster  General  to  make  any  remov- 
als of  hia  deputies}"  so  as  to  read — 

Beaohed,  That  the  select  committee  appointed  on  the 
fifteenth  day  of  December  last  to  inquire  into  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Post  Office  Department,  are  not  authorized  to 
make  inquiry  into  the  reasons  which  have  induced  the 
Postmaster  General  to  make  any  removals  of  bia  deputies. 

Mr.  GBUNDY  accepted  the  modificatiDn  offered  by 
Mr.  LiTiifBSTOs. 

Mr.  HOLMES  then  again  rose.  Sir,  said  he,  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  [ilr.  Bk>-to\]  stepped  out  of  his  way 
to  catechise  the  Senate  for  instituting  this  inquiry.  It  ap- 
pears, by  a  speech  of  his  published  this  morning,  thattlie 
proceedings  on  this  subject  are  so  unparliamentary,  tliat 
they  ought  to  be  expunged  from  the  jounyili  and,  on 
another  occasion,  his  remark  was,  that  we  were  acting  as 
petty  constables  to  ferret  out  offences  which  we  may  be 
called  on  as  judges  to  dedde.  Should  the  Setute  qbse- 
quiously  obey  the  mandate  of  that  Senator,  and  apply  the 
sponge  to  the  whole  procedure,  it  becomes  necessary  for 
me  to  proceed  in  the  debate,  and  to  preserve  my  own  re- 
cord of  what  I  shall  have  done  and  said. 

Sir,  I  have  before  shown,  to  say  nothing  of  "  petty  con- 
•tabin,"  that,  from  our  complex  cbiracter,  our  le^slative 
and  exeinitive  duties  may  confiict  with  our  judicial  fUnc- 
tionsj  bu^  that  tlus  may  be  the  result,  is  no  reason  why 
wt  rtiould  perform  no  duty  at  all.    As  a  further  Olustra- 


tion — «uppose  the  bill  to  regulate  the  mileage  of  members 
of  Congress  to  be  under  consideration,  would  we  be  re- 
stricted from  inquiring  what  reason  there  was  to  pass  the 
act?  Suppose  members  had  charged  double,  or  nearly 
double  their  distance,  and  received  their  pay,  which,  if 
not  ground  of  impeachment,  would  be  certainly  good 
cause  for  expulsion — cotild  we  not  inquire  into  the  lac^ 
as  evidence  of  the  necessity  of  a  remedy?  Now,  expul- 
sion is  a  judicial  act;  and  will  any  one  pretend  that  here 
legislative*  ftmctions  must  be  suspended,  lest  they  should 
conflict  with  the  judicial? 

Suppose,  further,  that  a  member  should  institute  a  pro- 
secution against  an  officer,  either  personalty  or  profesnon- 
ally,  and  thus  disqualify  himself  from  sitting  as  a  judge,  all 
the  evil  that  would  result  would  be,  that  he  would  be  ex- 
cused from  taking  the  oafh.  If  this  objection  had  not 
originated  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  I  should  pronounce  it  a  miserable  sub- 
terfuge. 

But  the  "dignity"  of  the  Senate  is  thoughtto  be  in  dan- 
ger by  this  inquiry.  Sir,  if  every  member  respects  him- 
self, acting  neither  the  tyrant  on  the  one  hand,  nor  the 
sycophant  on  the  otlier,  but  proceeding  right  on,  and  fear- 
lessly performing  his  duty,  the  "  dignity*'  of  the  Senate  will 
be  in  no  danger.  And,  sir,  if  we  should  retrench  upon 
the  rights  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  I  trust  that 
there  is  sufficient  independence,  and  patrtotima,  and  intel- 
ligence there,  to  sustain  and  defend  their  own  rights  and 
privileges. 

Mr.  President,  the  chairman  of  the  comnuttee  [Mr. 
Clattow}  was  called  to  order  by  the  Senator  from  Mia- 
souri;  [Mr.  Bettoit,]  for  disclosing  what  had  occurred  in 
committee,  after  he  had  patiently  endured  the  disclosures 
of  two  other  members,  [Messrs.  Grcitdt  andWoooauKT.} 
The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  against  thccall;  he  made  an 
appeal,  but  withdrew  it.  If  the  Senate  approves  this  in- 
terruption of  such  a  Senator  aa  the  chairman,  who  never 
violates  the  most  ri^d  rules  of  decorum,  I  can  only  sajr 
that  such  approbation  bears  melancholy  testimony  a 
deterioration  of  the  dignity  of  this  Senate. 

It  is  again  urged  upon  us  that  our  dignity  will  be  com- 
promittcd,  because  the  Postmaster  General  may  refuse  the 
call.  How?  Does  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Ghusdt]  anticipate  that  the  Postmaster  General  will  re- 
fuse to  answer  a  call  of  this  Senate?  A  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral—a green  attRchi  of  a  "  cabinet*'— a  thing  not  blown 
to  the  constitution — refuse  to  answer  an  interrogntoty  of 
this  Senate!  Is  this  the  degradation  which  that  Senator 
predicts?  And  what  then^  It  would  seem  to  me,  widi  all 
due  deference,  that  the  probabiUty^  tiiat  the  Postmaster 
General  would  net  answer  the  inquiry  put  to  him,  would 
be  the  best  reason  in  the  world  wh^-  we  should  inquire 
elsewhere.  Can  that  Senator  be  serious  that,  because  tha 
Postmaster  General  was  not  obliged  to  answer  the  quciiea 
put  to  him,  we  ought  not  te  inquire  of  any  one  dae!  I  am 
really  lost  and  confounded;  I  cannot  for  my  life  see,  if  the 
Postmaster  General  is  not  obliged  to  answer  the  queries 
put  to  him,  why  it  follows,  that  trie  same  or  similar  queries 
may  not  be  put  to  the  witness.  There  may  be  ^reat  weight 
in  this  ailment  of  that  Senator;  but,  humiliating  as  it  may 
be,  I  am  free  to  acknowledge  that  it  transcends  the  limits 
of  my  understanding.  The  Senator  from  New  Bampahird 
[Mr.  Woodbvbt]  disposes  of  the  point  different^}  h* 
takes  what  he  calls  the  "broad  principle,'*  that  the  con- 
duct of  this  officer  is  subject  to  the  inspection  and  scrotinj 
of  the  President  alone.  This  "broad  principle"  is  strictly 
military.  Each  executive  officer  is  answerable  to  hia  aor 
perior,  and  to  no  other  power.  So  long,  therefore,  as 
the  President  approves  the  acts  and  deeds  of  the  Post- 
master General,  no  other  constitutional  power  can  reach 
him.  This  ii^  indeed,  a  broad  primnple— Ismd  enough 
fbr  tiie  bans  of  the  most  rdantless  tyranny  winch  erer 
scourged  mankind. 
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But,  since  we  have  so  lately  U-ied  a  judge,  impeachment 
19  all  the  while  running'  in  our  heads.  'I'he  Senator  from 
Tennessee,  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  and  even 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  acem  exceasively  delicate  lest 
this  examination  of  a  witness  into  the  causes  of  removal 
from  office  might  at  the  same  time  disqualify  us  to  try 
tome  one  for  some  high  misdemeanor,  on  an  impeach- 
mcnL  And  this  ut^ea,  over  and  over  again,  with  a  gra- 
vity that  provokes  a  smile.  Wc  have  asked  them,  and 
we  repeat  the  question,  why  then  are  not  the  oUier  inqui- 
ries directed  by  the  resolution  equally  objectionable? 
7'his  question  renwins  unanswered.  Bo  the  friends  of 
the  Postmaster  General  beUeve  that  in  this  particular 
branch  of  the  inquiry  there  is  to  be  found  impeachable 
matter,  and  therefore  we  ought  to  arrest  it?  Have  any 
members  of  the  committee  had  the  confidence  of  the  Post- 
master General  so  far  as  to  learn  that  it  is  best  to  say 
nothing  on  the  subject?  If  so,  they,  according  to  their 
own  course  of  reasoning,  are  already  disqualified,  to  try 
him  on  an  impeachment.  But  it  does,  however,  ar,  ap- 
pear to  me,  that  this  is  "struning  at  a  gnat  and  svnllow- 
ing  a  camel,"  Both  the  Senators  from  Tennessee  and 
New  Hampshire  have  argued  the  Postmaster  General's 
CMC  with  Jul  tbe  zeal  and  energy  of  advocates  for  their 
client.  At'  the  very  threriiold  of  tbe  inquiry,  they  not 
only  pronounce  him  mnocent  of  every  charge,  but  endea- 
vor to  demonstrate  his  innocence  to  tl»e  Senate.  And 
even  the  "candidj*  Senator  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  He»- 
SBicKB,]  while  he  is  winin;^  to  proceed  in  tbe  inquiry, 
does  it  with  a  strong  conviction  that  every  thing  will  he 
found  correct.  Here,  then,  is  the  ludicrous  preaicament 
into  which  the  Senators  have  placed  themselves;  they  dare 
not  inquire,  lest  they  should  become  disqualified  to  try 
the  Postmaster  General  on  an  impeachmenti  that  is,  the 
mere  inquiry  woiUd  disqualify  them.  Yet,  nevertheless, 
they  can,  without  any  danger  at  all,  argue  the  cause  of 
the  officer  who  Is  the  object  of  inquiry,  with  impaaaicHicd 
«eal,  and  even  attempt  to  impeach  the  reputation  of  a 
witness  under  examination.  There  Is  in  this  neither  fiction 
nor  poetry— these  are  .the  words  of  truth  and  soberness. 
Here  is  a  glass  that  reflects  their  own  faces;  and  one 
would  suppose  that  they  would  startle  at  their  own  dis- 
torted features. 

H»e  Senator  from  Tennessee,  in  this  preliminary  stage 
of  the  inquiry,  avers  that  an  unpaid  bond  for  ten  thousand 
dolUrs  was  pven  up  to  the  sureties  by  Mr.  Meigs,  and  the 
whole  sum  was  lost  to  the  Government  But  no  such 
losses  have  occurred  under  this  administration.  Now,  air, 
the  facts,  as  far  as  disclosed,  are  these:  Fowler,  the  post- 
master at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  had  fa^ed  to  make  his 
Temittancest  doiflrts  were  entertained  of  his  solvency,  and 
new  bonds  were  reqttired.  These  bonds  were  procured, 
md  the  present  Pcntmaster  General  was  Kirety,  jointly 
and  severally,  with  the  others.  After  these  new  sureties. 
Fowler  paltl  in  enough  to  discharge  the  first  bond.  The 
account  with  Fowler  was  kept  on  at  the  department,  and, 
as  soon  as  the  first  bond  was  paid,  it  was  delivered  up  to 
the  sureties.  The  application  of  money,  not  directed 
otherwise  by  the  debtor,  is  presumed  to  be  applied  by 
the  creator  to  pay  the  oldest  debt.  This  is  not  only  the 
principle  of  law,  out  it  has  been  testified  that  diis  is  the 
practice  of  the  department,  and  that  no  direction  had  been 
riven  by  Fowler  or  his  sureties  to  apply  the  payments  to 
me  discharge  of  Ban-y's  bond.  Money  had  been  paid  in 
enough  only  to  the  ^schar^e  of  one  oi  the  bonds;  and  if 
properly  applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  first,  the  Post- 
master Qeneral  u  now  a  debulter  to  the  Government  to 
the  amofint  often  thousand  dollars;  and,  according  to  the 
existing  laws,  his  salary  ought  to  be  withheld  until  he 
l^tall  have  paid  this  debt  to  the  Government.  It  has,  how- 
ever, appeared  further  in  evidence,  that  a  suit  was  order- 
ed against  Mr.  Barry  on  this  bond  in  the  circuit  court  of 
Kentucky;  that,'on  an  issue  m  law,  judgment  was  render- 


ed for  the  defendant,  but  tlut  a  new  trial  was  granted, 
the  cause  opened  for  trial,  but  that  afterwards  it  was  dis- 
continued or  dismissed- — for  what  cause,  does  not  appear. 
Now,  inasmuch  as  a  juc^ment,  on  discontinuance  or  an 
entry  of  neither  par^,  is  no  bar  to  another  action  for  the 
same  cause,  the  demand  is  still  good,  if  not  paid.  It  rest^ 
then,  upon  two  questions:  the  one  of  &ct,  whether  any 
direction  was  pven  by  Fowler,  or  bis  sureties,  to  appqr 
the  subsequent  payments  to  the  last  bond;  and,  if  not,  the 
other  question  of  law,  whether  the  Postmaster  General 
ought,  or  ought  not,  to  have  applied  the  payment  to  the 
dlschai^e  of  the  first  bond.  Now,  if,  on  a  full  inquiry,  it 
aball  appear  that  no  direction  was  given  by  the  principal 
or  his  sureties  to  apply  the  payments  to  the  disclutrge  of 
the  last  bond,  and  tliatit  has  been  the  constant  practice  of 
the  department  to  make  the  application  to  the  discharge 
of  the  oldest  debt,  it  would  seem  to  me  exceedingly  dif- 
ficult to  come  to  a  conclusion  that  a  former  Postmaster 
General  h.id  lost  ten  thousand  dollars,  any  other  way  than 
by  neglecting  to  collect  it  of  the  present  Postmaster  Ge- 
nend.  Now,  the  inquity  into  this  afiiur  is  still  pending. 
Until  all  the  evidence  is  out,  I  give  no  opinion.  I  only 
say,  that,  standing  as  the  case  now  does  before  the  com- 
mittee, so  far  from  its  implicating  Mr.  Meigs,  it  fixes  the 
delinquency  upon  Mr.  Barry,  tbe  surety  upon  the  last 
bond.  I  mean  noth'mg  more  than  that  the  burden  of  proof 

issltifted.   

It  seems  to  me  surprising.  Indeed,  that,  in  this  Incipient 
stage  of  the  testimony,  when  the  aspect,  to  say  the  fcMt, 
is  un&Torable  to  Mr.  Barry,  why  his  advocates  should  de- 
cline further  ftcl^  and  demur  to  the  evidence.  If,  upon 
full  investigation,  it  shall  appear  that  Mr.  Barry's  bond  i* 
paid,  and  the  other  is  still,  due,  and  was,  consequently^ 
wrongfully  given  up,  then  Mr.  Barry  is  not  a  defaulter. 
But  ii,  on  the  other  hand,  it  shall  appear  tliat  the  money 
paid  by  Fowler  was  aM>li«d,  as  was  usual,  to  the  payment 
of  tbe  first  debt,  without  any  direction  of  Fowler  or  his 
surety  to  the  contrary,  then  the  first  bond  is  discharged, 
and  it  is  of  no  importance  who  has  it»  and  Barry  is  a  de- 
faulter to  the  amount  of  the  second  bond,  viz.  ten  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Another  circumstance  In  this  same  case  seems  to  me  also 
ver>' extraordinary.  Strong  insinuations  arc  thrown  by 
the  Senators  from  Tennessee  and  New  Hampshire  against 
the  witness,  Mr.  Bradley— that  he  fraudulently  gave  up 
Fowler's  first  bond  to  the  surety.  Mr.  Bradley's  charac- 
ter is  known  to  the  public^  and  as  nothing  has  yet  ap- 
peared before  the  committee  to  warrant  even  a  suspicion 
of  such  a  fw\s  it  appears  to  me  that  the  opinioiv  thus  ad- 
vanced is  as  premature  as  it  is  gratuitous.  A  great  sensa- 
tion is  excited  in  the  minds  of  these  gentlemen  at  the 
giving  up  of  this  bond.  It  is  true  that  Mr.  Bradley  tells 
us  that  it  was.not  usual  to  deliver  up  the  bonds  after  they 
were  paid,  but  it  had  been  done  in  other  cas^  and  tb^ 
this  was  delivered  up  by  the  direction  of  the  Postmaster 
General.  Now,  if  this  bond  was  paid,  whatever  may  have 
been  tlic  practice,  tliere  was  certainly  nothing  wrong  in 
giving  to  a  debtor  liia  obligation  after  he  had  paid  it. 
Very  few  debtors  are  willing  to  leave  tlie  notes  or  bonds 
which  they  have  discharged  in  the  hands  of  the  creditors, 
though  cancelled.  Tliey  prefer  to  have  tbero  themselvest 
and  it  was  so  in  this  case,  as  Mr.  Bradley  tells  us.  There 
was  quite  a  controversy  between  the  Postmaster  General 
and  ttie  surety  before  tlie  bond  was  delivered.  Now  it 
seems  to  me  that  here  also  the  Senators  are  prejudging 
not  only  tlie  case,  but  the  character  of  the  witness.  There 
was  nothing  wron^  in  giving  up  Ais  bond  if  it  had  been 
discharged,  and  this  is  a  question  which  we  had  just  begun 
to  examine. 

Gentlemen  protest  that  they  are  not  the  advocates  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  but  surely  their  profesaons  con- 
flict mightily  with  their  practice.  Even  their  language 
often  betrays  the  character  in  which  they  act.  *'  We  have 
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proved,"  "  we  muDtain,"  &c.  when*  in  &ct,  the  commit- 
tee do  not  pretend  to  "have  proved"  any  Haaz  defi- 
lutely,  nor  to  "mainttun"  any  thing  powtivcly.  I  did  not 
understand  the  cbairtnan  to  take  any  different  ground.  1 
agree  with  him  perfectly.  From  what  appears  prima 
fade,  'A  is  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  prosecute  the  in- 

S[uiry.  We  had  no  concern  in  bringing  the  subject  he- 
ore  the  Senate.  We  think  it  an  extraordinary — an  unpre- 
cedented procedure.  With  any  thing  personal  said  to  that 
gentleman,  I  need  have  no  concern.  He  isampkable  to 
tske  care  of  Unnelf.  I  trust  he  b,  in  thia  affdr,  for  above 
the  reach  of  their  censure.  Hia  conduct  in  tbifl  investiga' 
tion  is  as  irreproaehable  as  his  reasoninjg  is  unanswerable. 

Sir,  the  Sfenator  from  New  Hampshire,  who  ia  so  ex- 
ceedingly apprehensive  lest  the  inquiry  should  commit  us 
on  some  supposed  future  impeachment,  is,  nevertheless, 
very  ready  to  aver,  and  attempt  to  prove  to  the  Senate, 
that  the  department  it  not  vuvinv  to  bankruptcy,  and,  if 
it  wne,  the  removing  from  office  n  not  the  cause.  There 
lOKf  be  consistency  in  this;  it  may  be  that  an  opinion 
formeilt  and  become  deep-rooted  by  urging  it  upon 
others,  would  not  disqualify  a  judge  or  juror  irom  decid- 
ing the  same  cause,  and  that  an  inquiiy  into  the  facts  in  a 
caae,  without  forming  an  opinion,  would  disqualify.  But 
I  confess  it  puzzles  me  exceedingly  to  perceive  how  any 
rational,  impartial  mind  can  arrive  at  such  conclusions. 

Suppose,  nr,  that  tJie  Postmaster  General  sliould  be 
tried  here  on  a  cluu^  of  wasting  the  funds  and  deranging 
the  affairs  of  the  omce,  by  wantonly  and  wickedly  re- 
moving experienced  and  fiuthful  men  from  office,  and 
supplying  thrar  places  with  ignorance  and  irrespoilsibiLty, 
and  that  tienator  should  be  called  on  to  take  the  oath  im- 
partially to  try  him,  woukl  he  not  have  prejud^^  the 
case?  He  has  alreuly  aiTived-  at  a  settled  decision,  and 
enftveed  it  with  idl  his  powers,  that  the  fiinds  of  the  office 
have  not  been  squandered,  and  that  the  remorala  from 
office  have  worked  no  public  injury — ^tbat  all  is  H^t  and 
prosperous.  Sir,  do  gentlemen  perceive  the  palpable  ab* 
surdities  to  whidi  their  measures  and  their  reasoning* 
bring  them? 

If  the  Senators  from  Tennessee  and  New  Hampshire  do 
indeed  intend  to  snwther  the  inquiry,  and  tlie  Senate  in- 
tends to  sustain  them  in  it.  then  they  will,  as  the  most 
effectual  means,  pass  this  resolution.  If  it  Is  found  that 
things  there,  in  the  department,  will  not  bear  tlie  light, 
the  sooner  this  inquiry  is  suppressed  tlie  better.  I  do  not 
say  that  these  Senators  have,  or  have  not,  better  means  of 
inibrmation  than  the  rest  of  the  conuuittee.  If  they  are 
in  frequent  communication  with  the  Postmaster  General, 
and  obtain  their  infurmalion  from  him,  they  ou^t  to  re- 
collect that  this  may  not  be  flvm  most  pure  and  im- 
putial  source. 

Mr.  Prewlent,  the.  Senator  from  New  HampAire  at- 
tempts to  illustrate  one  of  his  ar^ments  by  an  anecdote. 
It  seems  that  some  wiiter  had  invented  a  play,  or  some 
theatrical  performance,  in  which  there  was  a  thunder 
■oeBi^Aad  he  applied  to  amecbaoic  to  invent  Uie  Sunder: 
the  exhibition  went  off  very  well,  and  the  thunder  maru- 
&cturer  aacribed  all  the  populurity  of  the  piece  .to  his 
tiuinder,  and  would,  whenever  he  hnrd  the  piece  praised, 
exclaim,  '*  it  all  comes  from  my  thunder."  This  was  pro- 
bably the  intended  application.  In  Kply  to  the  su^es- 
tlon  that  the  Postmaster  General  might  not  condescend  to 
answer  the  inquiry,  the  chairman  had  said,  very  properly, 
but  not  in  the  language  of  menace,  tliat  the  Postmaster 
Genetal  dare  not  lefuse  to  answer  ttie  inquiry  sent  by  a 
committee  from  this  Senate,  and  superadded  that  this  vcrj- 
dlscusHon  might  have  expedited  tiie  answer  to  a  call  of 
last  session,  made  by  a  resolution  offered  by  a  Senator 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  BcaifKT,]  adding,  also,  that  the  number 
of  foUos  in  that  report  might  b^  calculated,  if  not  intend- 
ed, for  effect.  The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  talks 
loud  of  the  monl  courage  of  the  Postma-stcr  General, 


cornea  back  to  his  figure,  and  denies  that  it  was  the  cliair- 
man's  thunder  which  produced  the  effect.  It  appeared 
to  me  that  the  illustration  and  application  were  very  awk- 
ward and  remote.  But  1  can  well  perceive  another  very 
appropriate  application.  We  liave  heard  the  thunder  <n 
the  eloquence  of  these  two  Senators  in  belialf  of  their 
friend,  before  they  have  heard  his  case;  and  tliey  are,  at 
his  advocates,  urging  the  Senate  to  acquit  him  before  ther 
try  him.  If  they  succeed,  h«  certainly  will  feel  exceed- 
ingly grateful  to  tliem,  and  will  stand  on  high  influential 
ground.  Should,  then,  the  Senator  fi-om  New  Hampshire 
become  a  candidate  for  some  high  office,  (say  minister  to 
the  Sublime  Porte,)  and  should  he  need  the  aid  of  the 
Pofltmister  General  to  further  his  claims,  he  would  re- 
mind Uim  of  his  obligation  by  the  admouition,  "remember 
my  thunder." 

Should  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  become  a  candi- 
date, say  for  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  an  office  for  ^hich  be  if  so  pre-eminently 

?ualified,  and  he  should  need  tlie  aid  of  influential  friend^ 
9M  1  think  he  would,)  he  would  say  to  tlie  Postmaster 
General,  "remember  my  thunder."  This  tliunder,  sir, 
is  the  very  tiling  which  is  to  be  the  means  of  rewarding 
these  two  gentlemen  for  all  tlieir  patriotic  labors.  Their 
claims  have  been  delayed — their  hopes  have  been  long  de- 
fen-e  J.  But  this  acquittal  of  the  Postmaster  General,  before 
tbcv  liave  examined  his  case,  this  exuberance  of  charity, 
ml^  if  there  is  any  gratitude  extant,  entitle  them  to  tliis 
officer's  entire  and  profoundest  devotion. 

[Here,  at  a  late  hour,  Hr.  Holmes  gave  way;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Cuttoh,  the  Senate  at^ourned.] 

Note. — Mi-.  Holkgb  would  not  knowingly  add  any  re- 
mark in  reply  to  any  Senator  which  he  did  not  make  in  tlie 
Senate.  But  he  will  be  pardoned  for  noticing  in  the  print- 
ed speech  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  what  that  Se- 
nator did  not  say  in  the  Senate.  I'hc  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee has  (very  modestly)  quoted  from  his  own  speech 
of  last  winter  on  Mr.  Foot's  resoluUon.  It  seems,  then, 
that  a  Senator  from  South  Carolina  h^d  quoted  some  de- 
nunciation uf  a  clergyman  of  New  England,  during  the 
late  war,  consigning  those  who  uded  and  assisted  the  Go- 
vernment to  James  Madison,  Felix  Grundy,  and  Uiedevili 
that,  in  the  debate  on  Mr.  Foot's  resolutiou,  Hr.  Holmes 
had  remarked  that  he  bad  no  doubt  tliut  had  the  reverend 
gentleman  alluded  to  thought  of  him  [Mr.  H.J  at  tlie  time, 
he  would  have  added  him  to  the  copai-tnership.  Tiie  Se- 
nator from  Tennessee,  in  reply  to  Mi'-  H.,  observed  tliat 
he  would  propose,  as  Mr.  >Udison  bad  become  old,  to  sub- 
stitute President  Jackson,  and  add  Mr.  Holmes,  and  then 
divide:  Himself  and-the  President  and  Mr.  H.  and  his  Sa- 
tanic Majesty.  Mr.  H-,  in  reply,  stated  that  he  was  much 
obliged  to  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  for  the  compliment 
lie  had  paid  him;  that  thou^  he  would  have  notliing  to  do 
with  the  concern,  yet  he  admitted  the  justice  and  equality 
of  the  division,  for  the  Senator  had  put  himself  and  the 
President  on  an  equality  with  Mr.  H.  and  the  devil.  Mr. 
H.  added,  that  he  was  not  disposed  to  question  tlic  justice 
of  this  divbion.  He,  howeveri  did  not  believe  tliat  the  ad- 
ministration could  do  without  bis  Infernal  Majesty,  fcTr 
he  had  done  most  of  their  business.  It  was  tlicn  believed 
by  Mr.  H.  and  his  friends,  that  the  wit.  If  any,  had  been 
fully  met,  and  that,  to  say  the  least,  the  account  was  ba- 
lanced. It  seems,  however,  that  the  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee was  so  delighted  witli  his  own  wit,  that  he  has  quot- 
ed it  in  his  written  speech,  though  he  did  not  quote  it  in 
the  Senate.  Now,  if  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  has  set 
up  for  a  wit,  and  is  in  danger  of  falling  for  want  of  stock, 
Mr.  H.  lias  no  objection  that  he  should  use  this  specimen 
until  it  is  threadbare  and  out  at  the  elbows,  provided  he 
will  do  it  at  a  time  and  place  where  Mr.  H.  can  have  an 
opportunity  to  reply.  It  may,  hQwever,  be  well  to  remark, 
that  when  one  is  so  pleased  with  his  own  wit,  that  he  is  in- 
duced often  to  repeat  it,  he  may  possibly  get  into  the  mis- 
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take  tlwt  the  nrople  are  ljuriiing  at  the  wit,  when,  in  ftct, 
they  are  laug'liing  at  the  author. 

Again;  The  same  Senator,  in  anotlier  note,  has  stated 
that  by  Mr.  Bradley's  etidence  it  appeared  that  when  he  left 
the  department  there  were  forty-two  clerks,  a  lar^  ma- 
jority of  whom  were  opposed  to  the  present  administra- 
tion, and  that  he  was  autnorized  to  say  that  but  three  clerks 
had  been  remored  by  the  present  Postmaster  General. 
Authorized!  How?  "Never  heard  him"  (the  Postmas- 
ter General)  "express  or  intimate  a  wish  or  opinion  upon 
the  subject,"  and  yet  he  is  "  authorized"  to  say  this.  The 
public  would  have  been  better  satisfied  that  the  Senator 
had  not  been  in  close  connexion  with  tlie  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral during  tlus  inresttgation,  if  he  had  informed  them 


BlTVnaT,  FSBBDMT  13. 

After  disposing  of  some  private  bills  and  otiier  morning 
business — 

The  eclipse  having  reached  the  greatest  obscuration  of 
the  sun  about  this  time,  and  the  Senate  appearing  indU- 
posed  to  go  on  with  bunness — 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  a^'oum. 


HoiTD^T,  Febkuart  14. 
Mr.  FRELINGUUYSEN'  hid  on  the  table  the  foUowing 
resolution: 

Sesoked,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requiivd  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  the  provisons  of 

.         .  .    1  *i  ■       .1.  D_ji  ■  I  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  resfulate  trade  and  intercour»e 

from  whom  he  rece.vcil  ti«s  authonty.    Mr.  BwdUy  «  ^  ^  topreserre  peace  on  the  fron- 

ttill  under  examination,  and  thus  far  no  such  net  appears  <jn*K  \f=™i.  iHfttT  kJ«.  f..!i« 

u  is  stated  to  this  n^e.    When  Mr.  Br^le^s  e^Srina-  ^'f^^  JZ^^^^^^o^      '  ' 


tioB  is  closed,  we  shall  see  the  substance  of  his  testimony. 
As  it  now  stands,  no  sucli  fact  ia  proved,  and  tliia  repoK 
of  the  testimony,  on  this  point,  is  about  as  premature  as 
the  rest  of  that  Senator's  facts  and  reasonings.  Thus  far, 
it  does  appear,  that  when  Mr.  Barry  took  the  office,  of  the 
forty-three  clerks  seventeen  were  believed  to  have  been  for 
General  Jackson,  twenty-one  for  Mr.  Adams,  and  five  neu- 
tralsi  tlwt,  since  tiiat  time,  several  have  been  removed?  and 
that  all  tlw  principal  ofBcers,  including  the  two  Assistant 
Postmasters  General  and  the  chief  ckrk,  have  been  re- 
moved. So  the  evidence  now  stands.  Is  it  possible  that 
a  member  of  a  committee  of  inquiry  of  tlie  United  States* 
Senate  into  the  conduct  of  a  United  Stales'  officer,  has 
reported  to  the  Senate  and  the  world  the  testimony  of  a 


plied  with  on  the  part  of  the  United  States'  Governmentt 
and,  if  they  have  not,  that  he  inform  the  Senate  of  the  rea- 
sons that  have  induced  the  Government  to  decline  theen- 
forcement  of  the  said  act. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  resolation  of  Mr.  Gnvsar,  as 
modified  by  Mr.  Litiwostos. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  being  in  possession  of  tlie  floor,  then  rose« 
and  observed,  that  though  he  fancied  himself  well  pre- 
pared to  go  on  with  the  discussion  on  the  subject  of  the 
inquiry,  yet,  sa  he  had  been  given  to  understand  that  the 

fentlenien  on  the  other  side  were  quite  willing  that  Ae 
iscussion  should  here,  for  the  present,  have  an  end,  he 
was  not  indisposed  to  adopt  that  course,  as  he  believed 


witness  before  it  was  finished,  accompanied  by  a  declara-  J  enou^i  had  already  been  said  by  himself  and  the  chairman 
tion  of  the  officer  accused  as  proof  of  his  innocence  |  '  of  the  special  committee  [Mr.  Cuttos]  to  convince  the 
One  word  more  in  reply  to  what  the  Senator  did  not  gentlemen  tliat  they  were  on  the  wrong  aide.  [No.  no, 
say.  He  did  not  Uireaten  us  with  the  interposition  of  the  from  Mr.  Gbvnby.]  Well,  then,  continued  Mr.  Hotjias, 
President  to  suppress  this  inquiry.  No  such  language  as  if  we  let  the  discu-tsion  here  drop,  I  can  assure  the  gentle- 
"        was  not  heard  by  Mr.  H.,  viz.  "1  man  it  is  not  because  we  are  not  well  prepai-ed  ' 


tliis  was  used,  or,  if  used, 

have  said  that  I  thought  that  neither  the  Sen.ite  nor  the 
committee  have  tlic  constitutional  riglit  to  make  this  de- 
mand. Should  the  Chief  Magistrate  tlitnk  so,  of  one  thing 
I  am  certain,  tliat  he  who  never  suffered  liis  own  private 
rights,  or  the  riglits  of  his  country,  to  be  invaded,  will  not 
permit  an  encroachment  upon  the  rig'ht  of  his  official  sta- 
tion." Here  is  a  plain  and  unequivocJiI  avowal  of  the 
power  of  the  President  to  suppress  an  inquirj'  of  the  Se- 
nate into  the  official  conduct  of  the  Postmaster  General; 
and,  had  it  been  spoken  and  heard  in  the  Senate,  Mr.  H. 
would  have  been  nnpardonable  to  let  the  speaker  off  with- 
out the  severest  animadversion.  Of  the  President's  pro- 
hibition in  this  case,  that  Senafor  ia  "  certun,"  and  the  in- 
ference is,  of  course,  that  he  speaks  "by  authority."  It 
would  teem  then  that  tliis  resolution  emanates  from  tlie 
palace,  and  is  an  injunction  upon  the  Senate  to  stop  their 
"encroachment  upon  the  rights  of  his  official  station.  In 
brie^  that  the  President  has  the  right  not  only  to  shut  tlie 
door  of  this  department"  a^^nst  the  Senate,  but  to  sup- 
press even  an  outdoor  inqmry. 

It  is  moreover  due  to  the  chairman  and  to  the  people  of 
Maine,  that  one  word  should  be  added  in  regard  to  the  re- 

Eorted  speech  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire.  Mr. 
[.  was  in  the  next  scat  to  the  chairman  when  the  remark 
was  made,  which  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  con- 
strues into  a  charge  of  briben-,  and  he  is  sure  that  the 
chairman  intimated  no  such  thtng.  The  two  Senators  from 
New  Hampshire  and  Tennessee  liad  exuUlngly  said  tliat  a 
\  cKlict  botli  iiT  Maine  and  New  Ilamnsliire  in  favor  of  the 
removals  of  the  Postmaster  Genenil  had  been  rendered. 
The  answer  was,  that  tliis  very  exercise  of  the  removing 
power  might  sometimes  influence  a  verdict;  and  the  chair- 
man introduced  the  analogy  of  a  verdict  obtained  by  im- 
proper means,  for  no  other  purpose  but  to  enforce  and 
illustrate  his  position  as  to  the  general  effect  of  Executive 
patronage  on  the  elective  fnincbise. 


for  the  sub- 
ject on  our  side,  for  I  myself  have  taken  some  pains  to 
prepare  myself,  and  have' no  doubt  but  I  might  be  able  to 
enlighten  the  gentlemen  something  further  in  agood  round 
speech,  if  they  were  so  inclined;  but  1  shall  content  my- 
self^  since  it  seems  to  be  the  opinion  that  the  matter  hai 
been,  on  both  sides,  sufficiently  discussed,  by  moving  that 
the  resolution  be  kid  on  the  table,  with  the  understand- 
ing that  the  sense  of  the  Senate,  without  further  discut* 
sion,  be  taken  on  it  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock.  Hie  motioii 
prevailed. 

ToxsoxT,  Fzbhcabt  15. 
FORT  DELAWARE. 

Agreeably  to  notice  yesterday  given,  Mr.  CLATTOM 
asked  and  cA>tained  leave  to  report  a  Inll  for  the  relief  of 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  Fort  Delawarei  which  was  twice 
read,  and  referred. 

On  introducing  the  bill,  Mr.  CLAYTON  briefly  remark- 
ed that  the  officers  and  soldiers,  during  the  conflagration 
of  the  fort,  principally  exerted  themselves  to  save  the 
public  property,  in  consequence  of  which  they  had  little 
or  no  time  to  save  their  own.  No  fire  engine  had  been 
provided  for  the  protection  of  properly  in  case  of  fire,  and 
the  deatnietion  was  in  consequence  the  greater.  Under 
these  ciroumstance^  he  considered  the  m^vidueh  eon* 
cemed  entitled  to  relief. 

THE  INDIANS. 

The  resolution  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Fmsuse- 
nvTBEjr,  was  then  Uken  up. 

Mr.  BENTON  obiected  to  the  form  of  the  resolution, 
and  wished  it  so  modified  as  to  make  the  call  more  simple. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  was  willing  to  modify,  but 
should  have  been  pleased  if  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
had  stated  in  u'hat  respect  he  desired  the  modification. 
Re  could  then  be  able  to  gire'a  proper  answer.    After  a 
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few  renurks  from  Ur.  F.  in  ttvor  of  his  resolution,  and  a 
description  of  the  view  of  tlw  present  Executive  in  reU- 
tion  to  the  Imlians, 

Mr.  HOLMES  •ddrened  tiie  Sentte,  «nd,  in  tbe  course 
of  his  remsrks,  nwde  sJlunon  to  the  assumption  of  cer- 
tain powers  by  (he  Prewdent  on  the  Indian  question,  as 
encrOKcbin^  on  the  legislative  power  and  jurisaiction. 

Mr.  BELL  asked  for  the  yean  and  nays  on  agreeing  to 
the  resolution,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  had  hoped  that  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
KKst  were  done  with  the  Indian  discuswon,  more  particu- 
brly  as  th^  matter  had  been  brou|^t  bef(»«  tbe  Supreme 
Court. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said  a  few  words  ts  to  the  oppresiavc  na- 
ture of  the  laws  of  Georgia  relative  to  the  Indians  within 
that  State,  and  made  some  reference  to  his  vote  of  last 
session  on  this  intereiiting  question. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  said  he  had  presented  this  re- 
acdution  for  the  purpose  of  certainly  ascertaining  the  views 
and  purpose  of  the  Executive  in  respect  to  the  Indian 
relations  of  tbe  Ctovemment.  We  cannot,  said  Mr.  F., 
officially  rely  upon  any  report  or  information  but  that 
wtiich  comes  to  us  under  the  official  sanction  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate.  And,  sir,  the  Senate  and  the  nation  iiave  a 
right  to  know  his  policy.  I  am  aware  that  the  Secretary 
of  War,  in  his  report  to  t^  President,  of  December  lust, 
has  undertaken  to  tUspose  of  the  intercourse  law  of  1803, 
by  a  very  short  process.  He  ha^  indeed,  cut  the  gordian 
knot.  He  assumes  the  whole  ground  of  the  Indian  con- 
troveny;  takes  as  established,  without  argument  or  proof, 
the  whole  matter  in  issue,  and  tlien  very  gravely  draws 
out  the  conclusion,  that  this  law  is  unconstitutional,  and 
ou^^it  not  to  be>  executed.  He  asserts  the  red  men  to  be 
citizens  of  the  States,  and  inquires,  aa  if  surprised  at  the 
necessity  of  asking  the  question,  whether  a  sovereign 
State  bu  not  the  right  to  legidate  over  all  her  dtizens, 
white  and  red?  Sir,  he  bas  not  even  undertaken  to  show 
how  the  fed  men,  the  Cherokees,  for  example,  became 
citizens  of  Georgtat  and  yet  the  suggestions  of  his  report 
are  put  forth  as  a  serious  exposition  of  public  law. 

A  brief  reference  to  the  provisions  of  this  law,  and  the 
causes  which  led  to  its .  enactment,  will  shed  very  clear 
^t  upon  its  nature  and  obligation.  Until  tbe  year  1796, 
die  relations  of  the  United  States  with  the  Indian  tribes 
chiefly  rested  upon  the  stipulations  contained  in  our  trea- 
ties made  with  these  nations,  and  the  principles  of  gene- 
ral law.  About  the  time  first  named,  our  Government 
eonadered  this  subject  to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to 
engross  the  distinct  deliberation  and  lepslation  of  Con- 
gress, and  accordingly,  in  the  scswon  of  '96,  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  nused  a  committee  on  regulating 
trade  and  intmoune  with  tbe  Indian  tnbta,  and  to  pre- 
serve peace  on  ^e  frontiers.  While  the  matter  was  sub- 
Bating  before  tliis  fximmittee,  a  communication  waa  made 
by  the  then  Prewdent,  (General  Washington,)  which, 
while  it  illustrates  the  character  of  that  exalted  statesman, 
affords  a  very  valuable  portion  of  history,  tliat  will  refresh 
the  hearts  and  encourage  the  hopes  of  every  friend  of  the 
Indians.  AAkt  tbe  treaties  made  by  the  United  States 
wHb  the  Cherokees  in  the  years  1785  and  1791,  usuallv 
known  by  the  names  of  tbe  treaties  uf  Hopewell  and  Hol- 
Eton,  intrusiona  wer^  repeatedly  meditated  upon  the  terri- 
tories of  that  nation,  and  Governor  Blount,  of  the  territory 
south  of  tiie  Ohio,  in  1796,  apprised  President  Washing- 
ton of  these  designsi  upon  which  he  addressed  a  message 
to  Congress,  as  appears  in  the  following  extract  from  the 
journals  of  the  Hofise  of  Representatives: 

<*TcxaDAT,  jFibruary^t  1796.— A  message  in  writing 
was  received  from  the  Frt^dent  of  tlie  United  States,  by 
Hr.  Dandridcre*  bit  secretary,  as  followeth: 

**  Ubitxh  STATxa,  F^ruary  3,  1796. 

'*  Oentlemen  of  tbe  Senate  and  House  of  Repretenta- 
tirai  I  tiKmaut  Ittmitb  a  eopf  of  a  letter,  dated  th* 


19th  of  December  last,  from  Governco'  Blount  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  stating  the  avowal  and  daring  dedigns  of 
certain  persons  to  take  possesion  of  land  belonging  to  the 
Cherokees,  «nd  which  the  United  States  have  by  treaw 
solemnly  guarantied  to  that  nation.  Hie  ii^ustice  of  such 
intfunons,  and  the  mischievous  coniequences  which  must 
necessarily  result  therefrom,  demand  tiiat  efiectual  provi- 
sion be  made  to  prevent  them. 

••GEORGE  WASHINGTON." 
Here,  said  Hr.  P.,  the  principles  and  spirit  of  Indian 
intercourse  are  traced  up  to  their  head  spring.  We  re- 
joice to  find  their  origin  in  the  spirit  of  unbroken  ftith 
and  sacred  honor  that  sheds  its  radiance  over  this  Execu- 
tive document.  Sir,  this  record  of  other  times,  now, 
when  to  break  faith  with  an  Indian  is  construed  down  into 
something  short  of  dishonor — now,  when  the  clouds  are 
gathering  over  and  around  tiie  hopes  of  these  forsaken 
people — at  this  gloomy  epoch  in  their  history,  to  look 
upon  this  solemn  acknowledgment  of  all  their  rights  aa 
"  a  nation,"  and  our  sacred  obli^tions  by  "treaty,"  and 
under  Washington's  own  hand,  is  a  grateful  subject  for 
consolation.  Would,  sir,  that  General  Jackson  might  be 
persuaded  to  put  away  from  him  alt  those  hasty,  ill-eon- 
sidered  counsels,  that  are  leading  him  away  fh>m  the 
broad  and  luminous  path  of  illustrious  precedent. 

But  to  proceed  with  the  history.  This  message  and 
the  letter  were,  in  the  first  place,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  and  afterwards  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  sixteen  members,  composed  of  Mr.  Uillhouse, 
Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Tindlay,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Franklin, 
Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  White,  Mr.  Abicl  Fos- 
ter, Hr-  Dearborn,  Mr.  >Ialbone,  Mr.  Buck,  Mr.  Pattei^ 
Ur.  Hilledge,  Mr.  Greenup,  and  Mr.  Crabb.  In  the  8e> 
lection  of  this  committee,  we  perceive  the  importance 
that  was  attached  to  the  subject-matter  of  General  Waah- 
ington's  communication,  and  the  principles  that  should 
regidate  our  Indian  affairs.  A  committee  of  the  first 
names  in  Congress,  members  from  tbe  different  States^ 
and  Georgia  of  the  number,  took  up  the  treaties  made 
uith  these  tribes,  and  the  duties,  rigltta,  and  privileges 
that  grew  out  of  our  relations,  and  reported  to  Congress 
ttie  first  intercourse  bill,  which  became  a  law  in  May, 
1796,  and  which,  in  all  its  material  provimons,  is  now  the 
subsisting  and  imrepealed  law  of  the  land. 

These  treaties,  said  Mr.  F.,  bad,  amongst  other  things 
traced  and  settled  the  boundsir^  tines  of  tcnitoiy  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Indians.  And  in  the  few  sec- 
tions or  this  law,  to  which  I  shall  invite  tlie  attention  of  tiie 
Senate,  they  will  perceive  that  in  the  Congress  of  1796,  of 
1799,  and  of  1803,  the  several  periods  when  this  law 
came  under  public  con^deration,  these  boundaries  ipeci* 
fted  in  the  treaties  were  recognised  and  adopted,  and  be- 
came the  governing  line  of  territory,  in  tbe  first  section 
of  the  bill.  This  law,  like  the  treaties,  runs  tbe  broad 
line  between  tbe  State  of  Georgia  and  tbe  Cherokees^  and 
recognises  it  as  the  boundary  uetween  separate  and  dis- 
tinct natioiiH — between  "  citizens  of  the  United  States" 
and  "the  Cherokees,"  in  specific  and  appropriate  terms. 
No  one  of  all  the  enlightened  and  exalted  men  who  filled 
the  seats  of  power,  and  aided  in  the  councils,  of  the  couiv 
try  in  1796,  entertained  the  notion  for  a  moment,  that 
Georgia  had  even  the  color  of  a  claim  to  the  property  or 
persons  of  these  tribes  of  free,  and,  as  to  her,  indepeii' 
dent  people,  and  they  legislated  concerning  them  accord- 
ingly. After  thus  fixing  the  boundary,  the  second  section 
of  the  law  enacts,  "that  if  any  citizen  of,  or  other  person 
reudent  in,  tiie  United  States,  or  eitlier  of  the  territorial 
districts  of  the  United  States,  shall  cross  over  or  go  within 
the  said  boundary  line  to  hunt,  Sic,  or  sliall  drive  or  other* 
wise  convey  any  stock  of  horses  or  cattle  to  range  on  any 
lands  allotted  or  secured  by  treaty  witii  tbe  United  States 
to  any  Indian  tribes,  he  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  ezceedtnf 
000  hundred  doUan^  or  be  imprisontd  not  cxoecdinf  u 
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months.  And  by  the  fourth  section  it  is  further  enacted, 
that  if  any  such  citizen  or  other  person  shall  g^o  into  any 
town,  settlement,  or  territory  belon^ng  or  secured  by 
treaty  with  the  United  States,  to  any  nation  or  tribe  of 
Indians,  and  shall  there  commit  robbery,  larceny,  trespass, 
or  other  crime,  aguinst  the  person  or  property  of  any 
friendly  Indian  or  Indians,  which  woidd  be  punished  if 
committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  State,  against  a 
citizen  of  the  United  SUtes,  &c,  such  offender  shall  for- 
feit a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  and  be  im- 

J)ri8oned  not  exceeding- twelve  months."  Sir,  who  can 
ail  to  perceive  how  perfectly  palpable  is  the  distinction 
between  the  jurisdiction  of  any  State  of  the  United  Stites, 
and  the  territory  of  the  Indian  nations?  Every  proviaion 
of  lliis  law  is  bmed  upon  this  distinction,  and  would  be 
absurd  and  incongruous  without  it. 

Again,  sir,  the  fifth  section  provides  "  that  if  any  such 
citizen  or  other  person  shall  make  a  settlement  on  any 
lands  belonging,  or  secured  or  guarantied  by  treaty  with 
the  United  States,  to  any  Indian  tribe,  or  sliall  survey  or 
attempt  to  survey  such  lands,  or  designate  any  of  the 
boundariesi  by  marking  trees  or  otherwise,  such  offonder 
shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollai  s,  and 
suffer  impriaonment  not  exceeding  twelve  moiitljs:  and  it 
shall  moreover  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  such  measures  and  employ  such  mililary 
force  as  he  may  judge  necessary  to  remove  from  lands  be- 
longing or  secured  by  treaty  as  aforesaid,  to  any  Indian 
tribe,  any  such  citizen  or  other  person,  who  liaa  made  or 
shall  hereafter  make  or  attempt  to  make  a  settlement 
thereon."  Here,  again,  the  unambiguous  principles  of 
our  national  policy  are  developed  too  plainly  to  be  mista- 
ken, or  misunderstood.  A  policy,  thus  sanctioned  by  the 
concurrent  opmions  of  six  successive  Presidents,  and  by 
tiie  harmonious  legislation  of  Congress  for  the  last  thlity- 
fire  years,  IS  suddenly  assailed  by  the  opinion  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  and  sought  to  be  frustrated  and  avoliled— 
and  for  wliat,  sir?  For  what?  To  enable  the  State  of 
Georgia  to  break  over  this  boundary— this  sacred  boun- 
dary—to invade  tlie  possessions  of  our  allies— and  deprive 
them  of  their  property  and  liberties. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  review  some  of  the  features  of 
Geor™  legislation.  Our  act,  be  it  remembered,  prolii- 
bits  aM  surveys  or  attempts  at  sun  eying  of  Indian  lands, 
by  any  citizen  of  the  United  Stntes,  or  other  person. 
Georgw  has,  by  a  late  act  of  her  Legislature,  resolved  to 
Mirvey  the  Cherokee  country— now  listen— 

Sic.  ^.  Aid  be  it  father  enade^  That  any  person  or 
persons  who  shall.  By  force,  menaces,  or  other  means, 
prevent,  or  attempt  to  prevent,  any  surveyor  or  surveyors 
Ironi  running  any  inic  or  lines,  or  doing  and  performing 
any  act  required  of  him  or  them  by  this  act,  shall,  oh  in- 
dictment, and  conviction  thereof,  be  sentenced  to  the 
penitentiaiy,  at  hard  labor,  for  the  term  of  five  years. 
And  the  foUowyig  section  still  further  discloses  the  nature 
of  the  pnKeedmgs  in  that  State,  of  which  we  complain. 

^  J  ^i.  ,.  /wrfAo-  enae/ed  by  the  aufhorUy 
«/o««nd,  That  all  white  persons  residing  within  the  limito 
ot  the  Cherokee  nation  on  the  1st  day  of  March  next,  or 
at  any  time  tliereafter,  without  a  license  or  permit  from 
his  Excellency  the  Governor,  or  from  such  aecnt  as  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  shall  aulliorize  to  grant  such  a 
permit  or  hcense,  and  who  sliall  not  have  taken  the  oath 
hereinafter  required,  shall  be  guilty  of  high  misdemeanor, 
and  upon  conviction  thereof  shallbe  punished  by  confine- 
mentin  thepemicntiarv,  at  hard  labor,  for  a  term  not  less 
than  lour  years:  Provided,  That  the  provisions  of  this  sec- 
tion shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  extcnd  to  any  autho- 
rized agent  or  agents  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  this  State,  or  to  any  person  or  persona  who 
may  rent  any  of  those  improvements  which  have  been 
abaiidoned  hw  Indians  who  have  emigrated  west  of  the 
Miniiuppi:  ftwiArf, Tl»t  nothing containedinthissection 


shall  be  so  construed  as  to  extend  to  white  femaleii  and 
all  male  children  under  twenty  years  of  ace." 

Sir,  Bud  Mr.  F.,  the  crisis  has  arrived,  when  this  conflict 
must  be  decided.  Here  is  direct  repugnancy  between  the 
legislation  of  the  United  States,  and  that  of  Georgia. 
Where  is  the  Executive  arm  of  tlie  General  Government 
to  protect  our  laws  and  our  treaties  from  violation?  .1 
cannot,  sir,  anticipate  that  the  Freudcnt  will  refuse  to  ex- 
ecute the  laws  of  the  land.  I  must  hear  it  from  himself. 
1  maintain  it,  sir,  as  one  of  tlie  soundest  prindplesof  our 
constitution,  that  the  Executive  does  not  possess  the  tre- 
mendous power  of  dispensing  with  the  enforcement  of 
public  statutes.  If  a  constitutional  scruple  shall  affect  tlie 
mind  of  a  President  of  the  United  States,  in  respect  to  any 
act  of  Congress,  lie  must  ^et  rid  of  his  scruples,  or  lie 
may  lay  down  his  commission:  but  while  he  holds  the  ot 
hcc,  he  must  fiiithfully  execute  evei^'  law.  It  isabsulute- 
ly  imperative.  The  people  of  this  country  will  jealously 
watch  over  this  branch  of  Executive  duty.  They  will  ex- 
pect its  fulfilment,  sif,  to  the  very  letter.  Of  all  the  men 
in  this  nation,  the  President  is  the  last  who  should  pause 
upon  the  requirements  of  any  statute.  He,  at  least,  should 
be  exemplary  in  obedience. 

It  may  be,  and  has  been  said,  that  tlie  opinions  of  the 
President  may  be  inferred  from  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  made  on  this  subject,  and  by  the  Present 
communicated  to  Congress.  1  know,  air,  tliat  a  conclu- 
sion might  be  drawn  from  the  silence  of  the  Executive. 
But,  on  so  momentous  a  question,  I  can  leave  nothing  to 
inference.  I  submit,  sir,  tlmt  it  is  Just  and  fair  to  the 
Chief  Magistrate  to  propound  a  direct  inquiry,  and  ob- 
tain from  him  a  direct  reply. 

After  some  further  discusnon  on  the  form  as  well  as 
the  substance  of  the  resolution, 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  tiie  ta< 
ble,  to  give  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  an  opportunity 
lo  modify  it  so  as  to  call  for  certain  spccitic  information  as 
to  the  Indian  intercourse  law  of  1802}  but  thcmotion  was 
negatived — 16  to  25. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  decided  in  the  afBrmative  by  yeas  and  na^-s^  as 
follows: 

YEAS. —Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Bur- 
net, Chambers,  Cliase,  Chiyton,  Dickcrson,  Dudley,  ^1- 
lis.  Foot,  Forsyth,  Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Haync,  Hen- 
dricks, Holmes,  Iredell,  Johnston,  Kane,  King,  Knight, 
Livingston,  McKinlcy,  Marks,  Naudain,  Noble,  Poindex- 
ter,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Seymour. 
SiUbee,  Smith,  of  Md.,  Smith,  of  S.  C,  Tazewell,  Troup, 
Webster,  White,  Willey,  Woodbury.— 43. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bibh,  Brown,  Tyler,— 3. 

THE  POST  OFFICE  DEPAHTMENT. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  following  resolution  of 
Mr.  Gri.'>>dx,  as  modifed  by  Mr.XaTixosTox,  viz. 

.  Jiesolved,  That  the  select  committee  appointed  on  the 
fifWentb  day  of  December  last  to  inquire  into  the  condi- 
tion of  tile  Post  Office  Department,  are  not  autiiorized  to 
make  inquiry  into  the  reasons  wtiich  have  induced  the 
Postmaster  General  to  make  any  removals  of  his  deputies, 

Mr.  NOBLE  made  some  remarks  in  opposition  to  the 
resolution;  when  tiie  question  was  taken  on  its  adt^tion, 
and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Benton,  Bibb,  Browiu  Dick- 
crson, Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Gnindy,  Haync,  fredcl), 
Kane,  King,  Livingston,  Foindexter,  Hobinson,  Sanfoi-d, 
Smith,  of  M<1.,  Smith,  of  S.  C,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler, 
White,  Woodbury.— 24. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chambers, 
Chase,  Clayton,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendriclu, 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Harks,  Naudun,  Noble, 
Robbins,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Silrf>ee,  Webster,  Willey. 
—21. 
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WbDXMDAT,  FcBftVAKT  16. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  followinif  reaolution,  nib- 
mitted  yesterday  by  Hr.  lAvmmOTi: 

"Reiahed,  That  a  coiDmittee,  to  coniist  of  three  mem- 
bers, be  appmnted  to  prepare  and  report,  at  the  nextaet- 
won*  ft  sfstem  of  civil  and  eriminU  law  tor  the  Diatriet  of 
Columbia,  and  for  the  wvftniiation  of  the  eoarts  therein." 

On  this  reaohition  a  debate  took  place,  which  laated 
until  near  three  o'clock,  in  which  Heaan.  LIVINGSTON, 
CHAMBERS,  WEBSTER,  FOOT,  FORSYTH,  HAYNE, 
BIBB,  and  NOBLE,  took  part. 

After  M  lonr  a  diacuaaion,  the  debate  vas  arrested  by 
Mr.  FOOl",  who  read  a  puwraph  from  Jefferson's  Man- 
ual, to  ahow  that,  after  an  aojoumment  of  Coiwress,  no 
committee  could  bH  in  the  reeeai,  tiw  two  boduies  b«n; 
xlissolved.  He  moved  to  laj  the  reaolution  on  the  table) 
which  motion  prevailed. 

,    TfluasDAT,  Fbbbuart  17. 
NATIONAL  BOAD. 

Hr.  BURNET  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  from  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  trsnsmitting  a  Uw  passed 
by  the  general  Assembly  of  tlie  said  State,  entitled  "An 
act  for  tlie  preservation  and  repair  of  the  United  tf&ttea' 
road"  within  the  limits  of  that  State. 

Mr.  B.  remarked,  that  the  first  section  of  that  law,  and 
tiie  first  dause  of  that  lection*  declared  that  the  act  should 
not  take  effect,  or  be  in  force,  until  the  consent  of  Con- 
jp«3s  bad  been  obtained^  that,  by  the  Kencral  provisions 
of  the  law,  the  Governor  was  authorized  to  erect  toll-gates 
within  the  State,  on  such  parts  of  the  road  as  have  been, 
or  mi|^t  hereafter  be,  finished,  at  distances  not  less  than 
iwenftr  niilcsi  that  tlie  law  estftblished  a  nte  of  toU  t  tbftt  it  re- 
qiurea  the  money  collected  to  be  pud  into  the  State  treasu- 
ry, and  kept  in  a  separate  fund,  to  be  called  the  United 
States^  Road  fund,  llie  whole  of  which  was  to  be  expended 
in  the  repair  and  preservation  of  the  road,  and  for  no  otlier 
purpose  whatever,  and  that  no  more  money  should  be 
collected  than  might  be  necessary  for  that  purpose.  He 
also  said,  that  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  everr  individual  State,  were  secured  by  the  provi- 
aioot  of  the  Uw{  that  the  mul  waa  to  pass  free*  that  all 
peraona  in  the  service  or  employ  of  the  United  States,  or 
either  of  them,  and  all  property  belonging  to  tbe  United 
States  or  either  of  thent,  was  to  pass  free  of  toll;  and  that 
the  law  contained  proviuons  for  the  punishment  of  persons 
who  miglit  be  detected  in  the  perpetration  of  nutlicious 
mischief,  injurious  to  the  road.  Mr.  B.  moved  that,  for 
the  present  the  document  lie  on  the  table,  ^nd  gave  no- 
tice tlwt  he  would,  to*morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  law  which  he  had 
presented. 

The  act  waa  accordingly  laid  on  tbe  table. 
FUNI9HHENT  OP  CRIMES  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF 
COLUMBIA, 

The  bill  for  th^  punishment  of  crimes  iu  tbe  District  of 
Columbia  was  then  taken  up  for  a  third  reading. 

When  tbe  bUl  had  been  read  throogh, 

Mr.  HAYNB  remarked  that  he  had  not  paid  that  atten- 
tion to  the  bill  which  would  justify  his  actbg  upon  it.  He 
diouKfa^  howerer,  that  be  heard  tlie  Clerk  read  a  dwue 
(in  Ae  19th  section)  making  it  a  penitentiarv  offence  to 
send  a  duller^  V>  R«  uked  that  it  n^iht 

again  be  read. 

[After  the  reading  of  the  12th  section  of  the  act,  which 
nnks  duelling  with  forgery  and  other  infiunoua  crimes,] 

Mr.  H.  Mod  bftwaa  no  advocate  (^duelling.  He  would 
be  very  gbd  if  ai^  meant  could  be  devised  to  pot  an  end 
to  the  practice.  But  his  experience  had  taught  lum  tiut 
every  attempt  to  legWate  nnrcawaditf  upon  that  subject 
had  only  tended  to  make  the  matter  worse.  To  ckas  it, 
H  th«  preaent  bill  tSd,  witii  tiia  oime  of  perjuiy  and  ita 
foi.  TH— U 


kindred  offences,  it  seemed  to  him,  would  be  productive  of 
more  evil  than  benefit.  Under  these  circumstances,  he 
moved  to  recunmit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Vi*- 
strict  of  Columbia,  to  give  an  opportunity  for  ita  revisal  in 
this  particular.' 

Mr.  WOODBURY  observtd  that  there  was  anotlicr 
clausdn  tlie  bill  which  to  him  seemed  rather  extraordina- 
ry. It  WIS  that  which  made  the  offence  of  gambling  puiusti- 
able  by  confinement  in  the  penitentiary.  He  wished,  if 
the  bill  should  be  recommitted,  to  dnw  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  this  clause. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  aaid.  theclause  alluded  to  by  the  gen* 
tlemanfromSoutiiCan^na,  [Mr. HAXBB,]thatofduelfing*, 
bad  met  the  attention  of  the  committee,  and  the  force  of 
some  of  the  objections  bad  been  felt.  In  his  own  view  of 
the  subject,  the  most  objectionable  clause  was  that  in  rela- 
tion to  testimony  in ,  relation  to  duels,  where  witnesses 
were  called  upon  in  cases  of  prosecutions  for  duds.  He 
could  not  say  that  thia  waa  entirely  reconralable  with  hia 
views  of  riglA)  bat,  with  regard  to  chsabig  this  ottme  with 
others  of  an  lufitmous  character,  it  was  conceived  that  the 
most  effectual  way  of  destroying  those  fatal  ideas  which 
honorable  and  high-minded  men  entertained  of  the  prac- 
tice, waa  to  dcKTAde  it,  and  place  it  on  a  level  with  crimea 
of  tiie  most  inuunous  hue.  This  course,  it  was  beCevcd, 
would  do  more  to  exterminate  this  fell  evil  from  tbe  land 
than  any  otiier.  It  was  designed  to  assign  it  that  low  and 
degraded  rank,  in  crimes,  w^ch  should  make  it  infamous 
and  thus  save  the  honorable  and  high-minded  portion  of 
mankind  from  participating  in  it.  It  waa  evident  to  the 
committee  that  nothing  but  public  sentiment  could  correct 
this  great  evilj  and  if  it  was  the  sense  of  the  Senate  that 
the  proviwon  of  the  bill  was  inexpedient  it  would  be 
shown  hy  voting  for  its  recommittal. 

The  view  taken  by  the  gentieman  from  New.Hampdiire 
[Mr.  Woodbumy]  on  the  pcnal^  for  certain  klnda 
gambling,  also  deserved  some  conidentiou.  He  ceuldf 
however,  inform  that  gentleman  that  the  proviMon  was 
not  entirely  a  new  one.  He  instanced  a  case  in  his  own 
Slate,  (Maryland,)  where  an  individual  bad  been  incarce- 
rated in  the  penitentiary  for  this  crime.  In  relation  to  the 
evidence  of  tbis  crime,  ako,  it  was  well  known  that  it  waa 
difficult  to  procure  it  by  any  other  means  than  through 
those  who  were  themselves  the  victim^  and  were  entrapped 
in  the  toils  of  the  gambler. 

Mr.  C.  said,  if  it  was  the  sense  of  the  Senate  to  recom- 
mlt  the  bill,  he  should  not  strenuously  oppose  it^  though 
he  thought,  as  the  subject  was  now  before  die  Senate,  its 
features  could  be  regulated  there. 

Hr.  WOODBURY  said,  in  relation  to  the  chwse  which 
he  had  alluded  to,  that  of  making  gambling  a  penitentiaiy 
offence,  he  would  mly  remai^  thai  in  the  State  which  he 
had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  and,  indeed,  in  all  the 
Eastern  States,  where  it  waa  conceded  that  the  people  were 
as  strict  in  their  moral  views  and  feelinga  as  in  any  part  of 
the  world,  the  crime  in  question  waa  only  punishable  by  fine. 
It  might  be,  that  in  other  parts,  where  the  evil  waa  more 

Erevuent,  stronger  punishments  were  requiate.  Of  thia 
e  would  not  pretend  to  judgei  though,  in  most  of  the 
constitutions  of  tbe  Eastern  ai^Nfwtfaem  States  to  which 
be  bad  adverted,  a  daoie  waa  iuierted  deelaringr  that  no 
new  or  inordinate  pniustunentc  should  be  inflicted. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  that  he  waa  not  an  advocate  ftr 
duellim.  He  referred  to  tbe  laws  of  the  several  Statea 
upon  the  subject)  to  those  of  New  York,  Virginia,  an^ 
he  believed.  North  Carolina.  In  those  States  the  penalty 
for  dudling  was  disqualification  from  office)  and  officers 
were  required  to  take  an  oath  that  tiiey  had  not  been,  and 
would  not  be,  eng^^  in  a  duel,  'rbls  waa  aa  far  aa 
any  of  the  States  went  in  their  enacttncnta  on  the  subject. 
The  honorsble  gendeman  from  Maryland,  said  Mr.  P., 
moat  be  aware  tiiat  the  meet  ^ftinguiihed,  the  most  haaof. 
able,  and  hif^Hiiinded  mm  in  dw  or  any  otbw  ooii»ti]r 
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h*d  been  involTed  in  duels;  and  he  asked  if  there  was  not 
reason  to  fear  that  the  suppres»on  of  the  practice  would 
lead  to  «  worse  result,  the  introduction  of  the  stiletto.  If 
duening;  were  rendered  infitmous  or  impracticiible,  would 
not  men  find  it  necessary  to  wear  a  dirk  to  defend  tiiem- 
•elrCB  frOtn  insult*  If  a  man  of  independent  mind  and 
honorable  feelings  partook  of  none  of  tlie  cliaracteristics 
of  a  bully,  be  would  still  defend  his  honor  at  any  hazard. 
He  asked  if  sych  a  result  had  not  been  seen  in  Virginia, 
where  penalties  had  been  imposed  upon  the  practice.  He 
did  not  advert  to  that  State  with  any  feelings  of  <^srespecti 
fiir  from  it;  for  tliere  were  men  who  held  it  creditable 
to  be  tenacious  of  their  honor.  But  he  beUeved  that 
the  entustment  of  lerere  penalties  would  bave  the  tenden- 
cy of  compellin;^  men  to  resort  to  the  knife  to  redress  their 
personal  wron^.  In  legislatinr  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, Congress  should  not  go  further  than  any  of  the  States 
have  gone.  He  was  in  any  event  opposed  to  rankings  this 
offence  with  the  most  infamous  of  crimes. 

Mr.  ntEUNGHUTBSN  suil  he  Aould  opptae  tiie  re- 
eommitment  of  tins  bill.  If  no  other  consideration  had 
done  so/  the  remarks  of  the  ^ntleman  from  Mississippi 
[Mr.  PoianixTEB]  had  convinced  Kim  of  the  nropriet^ 
of  its  provisions.  He  was  ready  to  grant  that  hign-minded 
and  honorable  men  had  gpven  countenance  by  their  exam- 
ple to  this  barbarous  usage.  But  would  any  man,  in  this 
age,  contend  tliat  it  was  essential  to  resort  to  the  pistol  or 
the  stiletto  to  avenge  personal  injuries?  He  approved  of 
tilis  bin,  and  this  inode  legishting  upon  this  subject.  It 
Was  saying  to  tiiese  liigh-mmded  and  honorable  men,  if 

CI  persist  in  this  infamous  practice,  we  must  show  you 
t  there  is  a  power  stronger  tiian  j-eur  false  notions  of 
honor.  It  is  foitnd  in  the  laws  of  your  counttyt  and  the 
result  of  your  perseverance  must  lead  to  diagmce,  degra- 
dation, and  infamy. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  was  about  to  state,  before  he  heard  the 
rcmuks  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Hr.  Poin- 
vnTEH,]  what  his  own  experience  had  taught  him  on  this 
subject.  In  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to 
represent,  the  only  way  to  put  down  the  practice  had 
been  found  to  be  to  brand  the  act  with  infamy.  Such 
measures  h^d  been  taken,  and  it  had  had  the  desired 
effect.  It  would  ddbbtless  have  (he  effect  licrej  for  when 
the  legislators  of  (be  country  put  their  stal  of  condcmna* 
tion  upon  it — ^wlien  the  youth  saw  that  their  ftthers  and 
-legislators  were  bent  on  putting  it  down,  it  would  soon 
grow  into  disrepute,  and  nil  under  the  predominance  of 
correct  sentiments.  In  trying  tiie  experiment  in  the  Stale 
of  New  Jersey,  it  was,  indeed,  found  necessary  to  show  that 
the  pains  and  penalties  enacted  against  the  offence  were 
tneant  to  be  eiubrced.  But  when  this  was  discovered,  and 
the  brand  of  Infiony  was  affixed  to  the  crime,  it  had,  in  a 
mMwlre,  ceased  to  exist;  It  had  had  tiie  effbct  of  correcting 
the  public  sentiment.  It  is  such  an  evil,  said  Mr.  P.,  as 
eveiy  good  man  should  unite  }iis  influence  and  his  interest 
in  correcting.  Mr.  P.  said,  hi  commencing  the  operation 
of  the  corrective  in  New  Jersey,  fears  of  some  of  the  evils 
prediiited  by  the  gentleman  did  seem  to  be  justified.  But 
now,  since  it  had  been  rendered  infiimous,  if  the  crime  was 
fever  committed,  it  was  done  by  stealth  only. 
'-  Hr.  LIVINGSTON  said,  tiie  cUffieuHy  here  encountered 
in  this  bill  was  %  proof  that  it  hid  been  hastily  drawn,  and 
had  not  received  that  attention  and  digestion  which  it  re- 
'^uired.  Of  this  he  was  before  fiilly  aware,  when  he  had 
submitted  his  proposition  of  yesterday,  which  had  been 
laid  upon  the  table.  He  had  not  intended,  however,  to 
have  interfered  with  the  progress  of  the  bill  by  making  a 
stkiRle  rhnark.  But  enncc  «  motion  had  been  made,  on 
frlueh  be  raust  give  a  vote,  he  would  tBske  a  few;  explana- 
tory (Aserlvtions. 
-    Mf.  li.  said  there  was,  perhaps,  no  subjeet  in  criminal 

Crisprudence,  on  which' so  many  ineonsidenite  steps  had 
icn  taken,  as.  that  now  undrr  discusstdn.   Existing  laws 


[lunitih  all  such  offensive  words  as  come  under  the  appel- 
ation  of  libels  and  slanders,  but  not  those  minor  offences 
under  the  denomination  of  insults.  In  one  case,  the  per- 
son aggrieved  brings  his  suit  at  law;  in  tiie  other,  he  sends 
a  challenge.  I'he  reason  is  obvious;  lor  these  are  the  only 
remedies  in  his  power. 

Hr.  L.  here  introduced  a  letter  on  this  subject,  referring 
to  the  effects  of  the  course  pursued  fay  tlie  State  of  Vir- 
gima,  and  an  advocacy  of  tlwt  policy  which  renders  duel- 
lists incapable  of  holding  office.  In  this,  Hr-  L-  said 
there  was  high  authority  for  the  belief  that  the  enactments 
of  Vimnia  had  been  highly  beneficial.  Hr.  L.  said  he  dif^ 
feredi  from  tus  friend  fnmi  Hisnsnpin,  [Hr.  PontsszTSB,] 
in  the  idea  he  had  advanced  that  the  suppression  of  duel- 
ling would. introduce  the  use  of  (he  atiKitto.  It  was  not  in 
the  nature  of  the  American  people  to  resort  to  such  instru- 
ments. It  did  not  belong  to  them.  Hut  there  was  anotlier 
eril  to  be  feared.  It  wa(  that  of  impunity;  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  testimony  in  cases  of  duela^  and  the  Mrong 
feelings  entertained  by  jurors  themselves  in  exculpation  of 
offenflers.  The  reason  of  this  was  obviously  that  the  pu- 
nisliment  was  altogether  disproportionRte  to  the  ofFencel 
Such  he  conceived  to  be  the  case  in  the  present  bill.  He 
would  favor  the  plan  of  disfranchising  onendei-s,  !ind  thus 
affecting  their  pride  and  ambition,  as  the  surest  mode  of 
preventing  the  commission  of  the  offence.  He  should 
therefore  vote  for  recommitting  the  bill. 

Mr.  TYLER  said,  he  confessed  he  had  not  before  un- 
derstood the  full  force  of  this  particahr  prorinon  in  the 
bill.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  fully  persuaded  of  the  in- 
efEcacJ-  and  inadequacy  of  all  legislation  upon  this  subject. 
The  idea  of  preventing  duelling  bj|  pumshments  was  a 
fiitile  one:  and  enacting  laws  proriding  for  shutting  a 
man  up  in  the  penitentinry  for  tne  offence,  was  an  ^sur- 
dity. Why,  said  Hr.  T.,  tlie  veiy  motive  of  the  offender 
laughs  at  your  bolts  and  bars;  and  shall  be  be  deterred  by 
such  a  motive,  while  he  braves  the  hangman's  halter? 

The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  [Hr.  pBELinonpT- 
SEir]  had  attributed  the  decrease  of  the  practice  of  duel- 
ling in  his  State  to  the  enactments  of  tiie  Legislature;  but 
if  that  gcntlem.in  would  seriously  reflect  upon  the  matter, 
be  believed  he  would  coincide  with  him  in  attributing  the 
effect  to  a  deeper  cause  than  any  influence  of  law.  lie 
must  also  reply  to  an  observation  of  hu  fnend  from  Misn»- 
sippi,  [Hr.  PotirnxxTSB,]  who  supposed  that  the  people 
of  the  State  which  he  Iiad  the  honcH*  in  part  to  represent, 
were  driven  to  the  use  of  the  stiletto  in  consequence  of  the 
enactments  against  duelling. 

[Mr.  POINDEXTER  explained.  He  believed  the  in- 
stances were  rare] 

Mr.  T.  said  ttiey  were  extremely  rare;  he  had  known 
of  none  «nce  the  enactments  of  the  law  ag^nst  duelling. 
At  the  time  of  its  enactment,  such  anticipations  had  been 
harbored,  byt  they  proved  to  be  mere  creations  of  the 
imaginaticMi.  No  such  results  bad  flou-n  from  it.  The 
operation  of  (he  law  bad  had  directly  the  oppo^te  effect; 
and  this  was  felt  by  those  whom  it  operated  on.  The 
fiery  spirit  of  the  South  Would  sometimes  manifest  itself, 
said  Mr.  T.,  in  their  young  men,  nnd  result  in  a  challenge 
to  fight  a  duel.  His  experience  taught  him  that  tlie  eon- 
sequence  was  a  greater  degree  of  urbanity  in  the  inter- 
course of  individual^  and  he  eould  safely  say  there  were  less 
personal  dlfBci^es  or  broils  existing  in  the  cirdts  of  soci- 
ety among  his  constituents  than  could  be  found  elsewliere- 
He  could  attribute  it  to  no  otlier  cause  than  the  one  he  had 
adverted  to.  If  you  would  put  down  this  evil,  said  Hr.  T., 
think  not  to  do  so  by  means  of  pontdiments.  Attack  the 
Btandii^  of  the  jiuUvidualsin  tiieir.cBglbility  to  office,  and 
you  come  nttcnr  to  the  root  of  the  offence.  He  agreed 
with  the  gentleman  from  Louiriana,  that  to  shot  the  door 
to  office,  honor,  and  emolument,  to  the  partidpatois  in  the 
offence,  was  the  most  effectual  method  of  oottvctitig  it. 
Do  tMs^MMl -your  work  isAoeonipfiriied. 
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Bfr.  T.  wid  he  ihould  hare  been  wHIing  to  have  let  the 
provision  stand  In  the  bill  as  it  was  reported,  but  it  cef' 
tainly  went  furtber  than  he  was  aware  of. 

Wr.  CHAMBERS  said,  from  his  present  situation  \n  re- 
latioii  to  this  liill,  he  felt  somewhat  embarrassed  and  re- 
strained in  reUtion  to  Iiis  action  upon  it.  Tlie  question 
certiiuly  involved  a  great  principle;  ami 'in  order  that  the 
views  of  «:ntlemen  might  be  dehberately  made  and  calmly 
expressed,  in  order  to  give  ample  time  fur  its  conwdera- 
tion>  he  vouhl  move  to  lay  the  biD  on  the  table  for  the 
present. 

The  motion  was  agreed  tOj  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  Senate  went  into  the 
cunaideration  of  executive  business;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein. 

The  Senate  a^oiirned.'* 

Fbibat,  Fkbkuasx  18. 

Agreeably  to  notice' given,  Mr.  BURNET  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  therein  recited;  wluch  was  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  WOOJJBURY  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to-mor- 
row, introduce  a  joint  resolution,  relative  to  a  aubacription, 
on  the  part  of  Congress,  to  a  stereotype  edition  of  the 
laws  of  the  Vnilcd  States. 

GENERAL  APPROPHrATION  BILL. 

The  Sciuite  then  took  up  tlie  general  appropriation  bill, 
topcther  with  the  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Finance  of  the  Senate. 

The  sixth  amendment  was  as  follows: 

**For  the  outBt  and  salary  of  an  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  j  for  the  salaries  of  a  secretary 
of  legation;  of  a  drogoman  and  a  student  of  languages  at 
Constantinople,  and  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  le- 
gation, $74,000;  tliat  is  to  say,  feu-  the  outfit  of  an  envoy 
extraordinary  and  nunister  plenipotentiary,  ^9,000;  for 
salary  of  the  same,  $9,000;  for  aalarv  of  a  secretary  of  le- 
gation, $3,000;  for  tlie  salary  of  a  drogoman,  $2,500;  for 
the  sakry  of  a  student  of  languages,  $1,500;  for  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  legation,  $50,000. 

{**  For  compensation  to  tlie  commissioners  employed  in 
negutiatiiig  a  treaty  with  the  Sublime  Porte. 

"  To  Charles  Rliind,  an  outfit  of  $4,500,  deducting 
therefrom  whatever  sum  majrhave  been  paid  to  him  fi>r 
liis  personal-expenses. 

"To  Charles  Rlund,  David  Ofiley,  and  James  Biddle, 
at  the  rate  of  $4, 500  per  annum  for  the  time  that  each  of 
them  was  engaged  in  the  said  negotiation. 

"  For  compensation  to  the  commissioners  employed  on 
a  former  occasion  for  a  similar  purpose. 

"To  William  M.  Crane  and  David  Ofll^y,  at  the  rate 
of  $4,500  per  annum  for  the  time  that  each  of  tliem  was 
engaged  in  the  said  negotiation."] 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  moved  to  strike  out  the  part  above 
included  in  brackets,  and  this  motion  gave  rise  to  a  debate 
wluch  occupied  the  Senate  until  past  fbur  o'clock,  in  the 
course  of  wUlcli  allusion  was  made  to  the  Panama  mission, 
and  the  power  of  the  President  denied  to  appoint  com- 
nusnooers  to  conclude  a  treaty  without  submitting  to  the 
Senate  the  appcnntment,  for  confirmation,  at  the  next  ensu- 
ing session  after  the  appcnntment.  The  gentleman  who 
participMed  in  the  debate  were  SAesBTs.  Tazbwhu,  Cham- 
■Ka%  SxiTH,  of  Maryland,  Bbli,  Kaiti,  Kiire,  and  Sax- 

FOBn. 

To  give  an  opportunity  for  Mr.  Tazewkll  to  reply  to 
gentlemen  opposed  to  his  motion  to  strike  out  that  part  of 
the  amendment  before  noticed,  _ 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


Satchdat,  Fbbbtiarx  19- 

The  Chur  presented  a  letter  from  William  A.  Davis,  of 
Washington,  m  which  he  proposes  to  funuah  five  hun- 
dred copies  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  seven 
volumes,  including  tliose  relating  to  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia,  and  the  various  treaties  made  by  the  United  States 
with  foreign  Powers,  as  well  as  with  the  Indians,  at  twenty 
dollars  per  set,  or  one  thousand  copies  at  eighteen  dollan 
per  set;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BARNARD  presented  two  memorials  from  upwards 
of  five  hundred  dtizens  of  the  city  of  Philodehtlus,  en- 
gaged in  the  numufiwturc  of  iron,  pray'mg  that  the  duties 
on  fore^p)  iron  may.  not  be  reduced  or  reacindedt  which 
w«9  referred. 

THE  TURKISH  NEGOTIATKHT. 

The  Senate '^■esumed  tiie  connderation  of  tiie'  amend- 
ments to  the  general  appropriation  bill — the  question  being 
on  Mr.  Tazkwell's  motion  to  strike  from  the  sixth  amend- 
ment of  the  Committee  of  Finance  the  compensation  pro- 
posed for  the  negotiation  of  the  Turkish  treaty. 

Mr,  TAZEWELL  was  entitled  to  the  floor;  but,  with 
his  consent,  Mr.  ELLIS  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments on  the  table,  with  a  view  to  going  into  the  een^era- 
tlon  of  executive  business. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  remarited,  that  there  would 
be  no  money  to  meet  demands  at  the  treasury  until  the 
bill  passed. 

Mr.  F.LLIS  w^drew  his  motion. 

Mr.  KANE  then  subo^tted  an  amendment,  to  the  f<d- 
lowing  effect: 

To  strike  out  the  items  jn^posed  by  Mr.  Tazywill  to 
be  stricken  out,  and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  following: 

*'To  the  persons  heretofore  employed  in  our  inter- 
course with  the  Sublime  Porte,'  the  (iulher  sum  of  $15,000, 
in  addition  to  the  sum  of  $25,000,  appropriated  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse." 

Mr.  ELLIS  then  renewed  ms  motion;  and  the  bin  and 
amendments  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  Senate  went 
into  secret  sesrion,  and  remaned  wi^  eloted  doon  until 
the  hour  of  adjournment. 

MoirSAT,  Fbbbuaht  21. 

INTERNA!.  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr.  HAYNE  rose,  and  remarked,  that,  at  the  opening 
of  the  present  aesnon,  the  message  of  the  Prendent  of 
tiie  United  States  contained  a  clause  relative  to  internal 
improvements,  which  was  referred  to  the  comnUtfee  on 
that  subject.  His  object  in  rising  at  this  time  was  to  ast 
of  the  chairman  of  that  committee  whether  the  committee 
would  make  a  report  on  the  subject  during  the  present 
session. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  (chairman  of  the  Comiiuttee  on  In- 
tcmal  Improvements)  sud  he  could  only  repl^,  [he  had  - 
heard  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  indutmctly]  that 
he  could  nut  say  whether  the  committee  would  report  or 
not  at  this  seswon.  He,  for  one,  was  not  in  fiivor  of  aub- 
miHing  an  abstract  report  on  the  subject.  At  the  instance 
of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr-  Ttlm,]  the  matter  Itad 
been  referred  to  the  committee  of  which  he  was  cluur- 
man,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  gentieman  could  give  the 
Senate  more  information  on  the  subject  than  it  was  in  his 
power  to  do. 

Mr.  TTIuGR  swt]  he  was  of  oinnion  it  -was  due  to  the 
President  to  make  some  response  on  the  subject  named, 
which  had  been  noticed  in  his  message.  He  nimsdf  hid 
devoted  considerable  time  in  the  preparation  of  a  report 
on  the  subject,  which  be  had  intended  to  present  to  the 
Senate;  and  he  remarked,  on  the  importance  of  a  dh*ect 
answer  to  tiie  message  of  the  President.  .  There  was  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  the  draft  of  a  report,  which  had  been 
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prepared  by  him,  would  hive  been  mtisfKctory  to  the 
Seiutt*,  and  to  the  people.  He  had  receired  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  MmiMppx  [Mr.  PonrvzxTta] 
in  the  commUtec,  though  that  gentleman  and  htnweirbeing 
in  the  tnmoritf ,  ther  had  been  Dremiled.  Be  ftit  thu 
explanation  due  to  ninuelf.  Whether  a  report  would  be 
made,  must,  then,  of  course,  depend  on  the  majority  of 
the  committee.  He  had  taken  this  opportunih'  to  slialce 
off  an  remonnbility,  w  fiu  aa  he  waa  concerned. 

Mr.  DUDLEY  »ld  that  the  ^ntleman  from  Vtivinia 
was  comet  in  what  be  had  stated.  He  could  not.  now- 
ereti  tanction  the  report  prepared  by  that  nntlenan^  and 
waa,  for  himKlf,  of  opinion  that  it  woold  be  better  for 
the  committee  to  make  no  report  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  HAYNE  aug^eMed,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
committee,  that  when  they  had  arrived  at  the  exclusion 
not  to  make  a  report,  it  would  be  well  for  them  to  move 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  connderation  t^  the 
subject 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said,  a  motion  like  the  one  just  sug- 
cetted,  he  might  probably  have  made,  but  for  his  opinion 
that  it  would  lead  to  a  debate,  tedious  and  unprofitable. 
He  bad  no  dispoeition  unnecessarily  to  consume  Uie  time  of 
that  body.  There  were  matters  for  consideration  before 
the  comnuttee,  wtuch  he  thought  were  of  more  importance, 
and  should  have  the  preference.  If  any  member  of  the 
committee  diose  to  make  the  motion  niQ^sted  by  the 
gentleman  fnmi  South  CaroHna,  certainly^  should  not 
object  to  it. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  he  had  carefully  ezamined 
the  draft  of  a  report  before  referred  to,  prepared  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Txlib,]  andhe  felt  it  due 
tohiroaelf  to  say  that  he  coincided  wim  the  views  of  that 
gentlHoan,  as  expmsed  in  the  report.  The  question  of 
constitutionality  was  not  dwelt  upon  in  it:  it  had  reference 
to  the  expediency  of  uivolving  the  nation  in  a'debt  which, 
ID  luBOpit^on,  coukl  never  be  paid.  The  influence  which 
such  an  extensive  Executive  patronage  would  have  upon 
the  institutions  of  the  country  was  also  noticed.  By  rea- 
son of  the  objections  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr,  DrDLBT,]  the  committee  had  not  agreed  upon  a  re- 
port. No  report  would  be  made,  therefore,  unless  that 
gnittemu  would  concur  with  the' minority  of  the  com. 
mitteci  and  on  hhn,  in  consequence,  would  the  responsi- 
bility rest. 

Mr.  p.  (no  other  gentleman  rlung  to  speak)  then  re- 
marked that  there  was  some  business  of  a  confidential 
nature  left  unfinished  at  the  time  of  adjournment  on  Sa- 
turday, and  he  would  now  move  to  go  into  the  considera- 
tion of  executive  business.  The  motion  prevailed,  and  the 
Senate  sat  with  closed  doors  until  near  four  o'clock)  when 

The  Senate  a^ourned. 

Tuesday,  Febbvabx  22. 
THE  TURKISH  COMMISSION. 
Ttie  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  for  tlie  tupport  of  Government  for  the 
year  183 1 1  ttie  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Taikwkll,  antl 
as  further  proposed  to  be  amended  by  Mr.  Kakb,  being 
the  pending  question. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  rose,  and  addressed  the  Senate  as 
follows: 

If  I  had  eoiksulted  my  feelings,  rather  than  my  sense  of  | 


who  witness  my  present  condition,  to  pardon  thU  ungrate- 
ful obtruuon  upon  their  attention. 

In  moving  to  expunge  that  portion  of  the  amendm«it 
proposed  by  the  committee,  which  goes  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  *'an  outfit  andsalariea"  to  "me  commi»- 
sioners,"  apptnnted  as  well  by  the  kte  as  by  the  present 
President,  "  to  negotiate  atreaty  with  the  Sublime  Porte,** 
I  stated  most  explicitly  tliat  it  was  not  my  purpose  to 
deny  to  these  persons  the  money  which  the  committee 
proposed  to  award  as  compensation  for  the  services  they 
were  supposed  to  have  rendered^  but  that  nnr  object 
was  to  ezpren,  tn  this  manner,  my  own  decided  tuaappro- 
bation  of  what  had  been  done  in  tliis  behalf,  as  well  as  of 
the  mode  in  which  this  remuneration  vrta  now  proposed 
to  be  awarded  to  them.  I  aaad,  that  if  a  bill  having  for 
its  object  the  compensation  of  these  persons,  should  be 
introduced  into  the  other  House,  where.it  ought  to  origi- 
nate, and  should  receive  the  aanetion  of  that  body,  neh 
a  biU  would  meet  my  cordial  support  here,  even  if  it 
should  bestow  upon  these  individosf*  more  than  tiie  com- 
mittee proposed  to  allow  tJiem  by  their  amendment  Hus 
explicit  declaration,  repeated  moi  e  than  once,  I  had  sup- 
posed, would  have  protected  me  against  the  imputation 
of  Uie  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  SAxroBn,}  which  waa 
strongly  impled  in  tlie  question  he  propounded,  when  he 
so  emphatically  asked  if  I  meant  to  claim  to  the  Umted 
States  the  full  benefit  of  the  kbor  and  time  of  these 
persons,  and  deny  to  them  any  equivalent  therefor.  To 
tiuB  question,  thus  asked,  I  will  i^n  answer  with  equal 
emphasis.  No.  It  is  not  my  wish  to  refuse  to  these  men 
one  wngle  cent.  So  fiur  from  it,  inconsiderable,  nay, 
doubtful,,  as  I  believe  the  beneCts  to  be,  which  they  are 
supposed  to  have  leudered,  yet  C  will  go  hand  in  hand 
the  Senator  from  New  York,  or  any  other,  in  award- 
ing for  their  service,  not  a  mere  qtantum  mmUtt  but  a 
liberal  and  ample  allowance  for  all  their  time  and  all  their 
labor,  nay,  even  for  their  honest  though  mistaken  efforts 
in  this  regard. 

Having  suid  thus  much,  I  must  take  the  liberty  of  sig- 
nifying to  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  York  the 
very  wide  distinction  (which  to  my  own  mind  is  quite  ob- 
vious) between  such  a  voluntary  award  of  compensation 
to  those  who  intended  well  and  acted  honestly,  and  voting 
an  appropriation  of  money,  upon  the  application  of  the 
Executive,  in  redemption  of  the  fujth  of  the  State,  said 
to  be  pledged  by  thuEC  who  I  cannot  agree  had  any 
authority  so  to  commit  it.  One  would  be  tlio  acknow- 
ledgment of  a  debt,  of  a  dem.ind  of  strict  jnstice,  which, 
allhougli  Congress  may  have  tiie  physical  power,  they 
have  not  the  moral  right  to  rcfuK.  1'hc  other  is  a  mcie 
application  to  our  equity,  not  adtlrcssing  itself  in  any 
«  ay  to  our  plighled  laitfi.  One  is  a  common  exercise 
of  our  power  of  appropriation,  connected  willi  noihing- 
but  the  special  ments  of  tlie  pai-tioular  case,  and  consti- 
tuting no  obligatory  precedent  for  any  otlier  even  of  a 
like  kind.  The  otJicr  is  a  direct  sanction  of  what  1  b<t- 
lieve  to  be  an  unconstitutional  act  of  tlie  Executive,  and 
a  voluntary  abandonment  on  the  part  of  the  Semite  of  its 
rights  and  privileges.  One  mode  of  proceeding  would 
fiirnish  to  the  other  House  all  the  facts  existing  in  the 
case,  and  necessary  to  a  correct  exercise  of  their  discre- 
tion over  it.  The  other  is  well  calculated  to  mislead 
^  that  body,  by  holding  out  the  idea  that  the  appointment 

   ^     __     __ !  of  the  persons  for  uTiom  compensation  is  tiius  provided, 

duty,  1  certaiiJv  ^ouid  not  have  made  tlie  motion  I  did  a' has  received  tiie  confirmation  of  the  Senate;  and  that  the 


few  days  since,  by  which  the  discussion  then  commenced 
has  been  produced.  In  this  discussion,  the  infirmity  un< 
der  which  I  labor  i»erented  me  at  that  time,  and,  I  fear, 
will  still  Usable  me,  from  doing  justice  to  the  subject. 

But,  as  I  hare  eommenced  the  task,  (however  laborious  ... 
and  even  painful  it  must  b«  m  my  presentsiluation,)!  will,  this  distinction  depends,  they  will  nevertheless  see  in  the 
now  endeavor  to  complete  it,  confiding  in  the  Sen.ite, :  distinction  ilj-clf  uie  reasons  for  the  course  I  am  cli:^osed 
who  well  know  how  I  am  c<mnected  with  this  matter,  and)  to  pursue.    This  course  will  lead  me  to  co-operate  wil- 


piibllc  faith  is  theieby  pledged  to  award  to  them  4ie 
allowance  customary  upon  such  occasions.  ^ 

The  Senate  cannot  fkil  to  understand  the  broad  differ- 
ence between  tiie  two  cases;  and,  whatever  may  be  their 
opinion  of  the  correctness  of  the  principles  upon  which 
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fiiigl;f  with  the  most  libenl,in  Kwur^g  compenntion  to 
tfkese  intSndoala  for  what  thejr  hare  done,  whenever  that 
anbjeet  ihall  be  brought  properiy  before  me,  but  will  not 
pem^  me  to  rote  one  cent,  in  the  mode  nov  here  pro- 
poeed. 

If  any  Senator,  sud  Mr.  T.,  shall  concur  wHh  me  in 
the  opinion  I  have  thui  expresied,  that  the  power  which 
has  been  exerdsed  by  the  Prewdent  upon  thin  occasion 
u  not  granted,  but  forbidden  to  him  by  the  conititntion, 
and  ttuit  ita  exercise  has  been  in  flagrant  violation  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  thia  body,  conferred  upon  it  for 
ihc  wisest  purposes,  then  I  know  that  my  motion  will  re- 
ceive support.  But  if  a  majority  of  the  Senate  shall  dif- 
fer with  me  in  this  opinion,  it  wul  be  rejected,  as  it  ought 
to  be.  In  any  event,  however,  I  diall  have  the  sitis&ction 
-of  bringing  this  much  vexed  question  to  a  concliifflon. 
Presented  as  it  now  is,  it  must  be  decided  one  way  or  the 
other.  There  exists  no  mode  of  eluding  it.  It  is  the 
conviction  of  this,  whicli  gives  to  tlic  present  discussion 
all  tlie  interest  it  has  for  me;  and  which  alone  could  have 
induced  me  to  trespass  upon  the  attention  of  tlie  Senate 
at  tiiia  time. 

It  has  now  been  so  long  since  1  presented  to  the  Senate 
a  statement  of  the  bets  existing  in  this  case,  out  of  which 
the  questions  I  mean  to  discuss  arise,  that  it  seems  neces- 
sary to  preface  what  I  have  to  say  by  a  brief  recital  of 
them  ag^iin,  that  none  may  suppose  I  am  about  to  waste 
your  time  by  an  idle  disscrtntion  upon  mmc  mere  abstract 
proposition,  which,  whether  triie  or  false,  is  of  little  con- 
sequence to  the  country.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
Senate  will  favor  me  with  their  attention,  while  I  repeat 
the  statement  formerly  given. 

Between  the  Ottoman  empire  and  the  United  Slates  no 
pcditical  connexion,  or  diplomatic  relation  of  any  kind, 
ever  existed,  from  the  hour  which  gave  birth  to  this  re- 
public a^an  independent  sovereignty,  until  the  year  1829. 
It  b  true,  ineflTectual  attempts  were  made  tocstablisit  such 
rehtiona  and  connexions,  by  both  the  Adamses  while  they 
prewded  in  our  Government.  But  tlie  effort  of  the  elder 
Adams,  although  approved  by  the  Senate,  failed,  by  rea- 
son of  the  reiu!ial  of  thd  minister  appointed  by  him  to 
accept  his  appointment,  and  the  uubsequent  ubundonment 
of  this  scheme  by  those  with  whom  it  originated.  And 
the  secret  efforts  of  the  hite  President  to  establish  sucli 
relations,  without  the  advice  or  knowledge  of  the  Senate, 
also  ftiled,  for  reasons  recently  disclosed  to  thia  body,  to 
which  I  will  not  now  make  any  fnrtlier  allusion.  Wtiat- 
ever 'may  have  been  the  denrea  of  these  Presidents,  how- 
ever, the  fact  is  undoubted,  as  I  tiave  stated  it  to  be,  that 
until  the  year  1829  tli^ re  never  was  any  connexion  or  re- 
lation between  tlte  UnUed  States  and  the  Sublime  Porte, 
more  than  now  exists  between  the  former  and  the  empires 
of  China  and  Japan. 

In  tlus  state  of  tilings,  on  the  13th  day  of  September, 
1829,  and  during  tiie  recess  of  the  Senate,  the  present 
Prcttdent  caused  letters  patent  to  be  expedited  from  the 
Department  of  State,  signed  by  his  own  proper  hand,  and 
authenticated  by  the  great  seal*  of  the  United  States, 
whereby  he  commissioned  the  tliree  persona  named  in  the 
amendment  propose<t  by  tlie  committee,  to  be  commis- 
sioners on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates,  and  thereby 
endowed  them  with  plenipotentiary  powen  to  negotiate 
a  treaty  of  commerce  and  mvigattun  with  the  Ottoman 
Porte.  • 

I  beg  the  Senate  to  bear  in  mind  that  this  authority  was 
not  conferred  upon  these  persons  by  any  private  letter 
or  wamnt  wrrtten  by  a  Secretary,  atul  iiitciKled  for  their 
own  gui<Iance  and  governance  merely;  but  that  it  ptirports 
to  be  granted  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  h'.mself,  is  commu- 
nicated to  them  by  letters  patent,  tmder  his  own  signa- 
ture, authenticated  by  the  great  seal  of  the  United  Sliiles, 
■ddreasMt  to  all  whom  they  might  concern,  ilrngned  to  be 
exhibit^  to  the  inspection  of  a  foreign  scvereign,  and  to 


be  exchanged  against  umilar  powers  to  be  granted  by 
him  to  others  who  might  equally  possess  his  confidence. 
To  whomsoever  this  seal  was  shown,  it  proretl  itself. 
When  recognised  by  any  sovereijpi,  it  entitled  ihMe  who 
hpre  tiie  commisnon  it  authenticated,  to'  all  the  rights, 
privileges^  and  immunitiea  accorded  to  the  nuniaten  of  any 

Sotentate  on  earthi  and  authorized  them  to  pledge  the 
ath  and  honor  of  this  nation  to  the  performance  of  any 
act  within  the  scope  of  the  full  power  it  purported  to  be- 
stow. This  is  the  character  of  the  eoaimistion  granted 
by  the  PrcMilent  upon  the  present  ocoulon,  a  copy  vt 
wh'.ch  is  now  upon  our  files. 

In  pursuance  of  this  commission,  and  of  the  instructions 
that  accompanied  it,  Mr.  Rhind,  one  of  the  commission* 
ers,  proceeded  from  New  York  (where  he  then  wo)  to 
Constantinople.  The  other  two  commiMoners  were  alrea- 
dy near  the  scene  of  action;  one  of  them  being  the  com- 
mander of  our  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  ses,  and  the 
other  a  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States,  resident 
at  Smyrna.  Arrived  at  Constsntinople,  Mr.  Khtnd  ex- 
hibited his  Commission  to  the  Sultan,  was  received  and 
accredited  as  the  representative  of  the  United  States,  and 
his  proposal  to  negotiate  a  treaty  was  accepted.  Otter 
ministers,  clothed  with  equal  authoritj-,  were  then  appoint- 
ed by  the  Turkish  monarch,  to  confer  with  him  upon  this 
subject.  Tliey  met,  exchanged  their  powers,  and  began 
the  business  of  negotiation.  This  was  terminated  by  a 
tre:itv,  which,  although  it  bears  date  earlv  in  May,  iraO, 
I  will  ]iresently  show  was  not  concWed  until  several 
weeks  afterwards. 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States  met  on  the  first  Monday 
in  December,  1839,  and  continued  in  sesnon  until  the  last 
Monday  (being  the  31st  day)  of  May,  1830.  During  this 
whole  period,  no  infomuttiun  cf  these  appointments  was 
ever  communicated  to  this  body,  uor  were  they  at  any 
time  consulted,  in  any  form  whatever,  as  to  the  propriety 
of  instituting  this  misnon.  I'he  message  of  the  President 
to  both  Houses,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  scanon  of 
Congress,  in  announcing  that  a  treaty  had  been  entered 
into  with  the  Sublime  Porte,  ^re  tlie  first  intimation  to 
any  Senator,  that  any  negotiation  had  ever  been  liad  with 
that  Power. 

Such  are  the  fitcts  existing  in  this  case,  as  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  well  knows;  and,  by  these  facts,  tliese 
two  questions  arc  presented:  D'.d  the  President  possess 
any  authority  to  institute  such  an  origiiisl  misuon  during 
the  recess,  and  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate^  And  if  he  did,  was  it  not  hia  boimden  duty  to 
have  nominated  to  the  Senate  at  their  next  session  the 
pei-90iis  he  had  so  appointed  during  the  recess? 

The  amendment  offered  by  the  committee,  propos:ng, 
as  it  does,  to  give  "an  outfit 'and  salaries"  to  these  "com- 
missioners" Uius  appointed,  is  a.  direct  affirmation  of  the 
President's  authority  so  to  appoint  them,  and  an  appiv- 
bation  of  his  course  in  withholding  all  knowledge  of  their 
appointments  from  the  Senate.  -  Then,  the  proposition 
involved  in  my  motion  is,  will  the  Senate  sanction  thisuaur- 
pntion  of  authority,  which  has  been  thus  exercised  in  fla- 
grant dcro^Uon  of  their  rights?  This  is  the  question; 
and  it  is  vam  for  us  to  seek  to  hide  It  from  ourselves.  A 
power  has  been  exerted  by  the  President,  without  our 
ndviee  and  consent;  and  he  now  comes  here,  asking  an 
appropriation  of  monev,  asthe  pledge  of  our  aequiescenee 
in,  and  approbation  o^  that  which  he  has  so  done.  Ought 
we  to  grant  the  application  which  has  thia  object?  I  pray 
the  Senate  to  consider  the  matter  well,  before  they  agree 
thus  voluntarily  and  forever  to  surrcntler  their  bigl>e>«. 
privilege,  conferred  upon  th«m  by  the  constitution  M>the 
wisest  purposes. 

Uefore  1  undertake  to  examine  the  questions  I  have  stat- 
erl,  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  nature 
and  ciiaracter  of  what  is  supposed  by  some  to  be  the  "  tn- 
fltng"  power  which  has  been  exertedjupon  this  ^cation. 
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If  the  Pretddent  alone,  without  the  advice  aod  consent 
of  the  Senate)  may  originate  a  nus«oB  toa  State  with  which 
we  have  never  before  had  any  political  connexion  or  di- 
plomatic intercourse,  all  must  concede  that  he  may  com- 
pound that  mission  of  what  materials  he  may  think,  proper. 
If  be  may  despalch  one  minister,  he  has  the  same  autlid- 
rity  to  send  three,  as  he  has  done,  or  five,  as  was  done  in 
the  negtitiationa  at  Ghent,  or  so  many  more  as  he  may 
think  fit.  The  same  power  he  possesses  to  se|td  mintstera, 
-  he  must  also  possess  to  accompany  them  with  such  and  so 
many  secretaries  interpreters,  students  of  languages,  and 
otiier  attaches,  as  in  his  discretion  he  may  judge  useful  to 
his  new  legation.  And  if  he  may  appoint  all  these,  doubt- 
less he  may  contract  with  all  and  each  of  the  members  of 
this  newly  recnuted  eorpt  ^plomaii^ue,  as  to  the  quan- 
tum of  tlic  compensation  to  be  paid  for  their  services. 
Thus  he  ^1  have  an  unlimited  power  to  pledge  the  pub- 
lic revenue  to  any  extent  he  may  choose.  We  shall  then 
have  these  strange  anomalies  in  our  Govei-nment,  that  the 
President,  who  cannot  touch  one  cent  even  of  his  own 
■alary  without  the  consent  of  .  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
may,  nevertheless,  by  his  own  act,  properly  create  any 
cliarge  upon  the  treasury  in  fuvor  of  luiollier  which  he 
may  think  proper;  and  althougli,  as  to  our  long  establish- 
ed and  approved  diplomatic  connexions,  the  Preadcnt 
must  not  enlarge  the  establishments  fixed  by  Congress, 
yet,  as  to  all  new  relations,  his  own  discretion  is  the  only 
eheck  upon  bis  ow.i  will. 

Nor  is  thb  all.  If  the  President  alone,  without  tiic  ad> 
vice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  may  ori^nate  a.  new  mis- 
sion to  Turkey,  a  Power  witli  w^ich  the  United  States 
never  hod  any  political  connexion  or  diplomatic  relation, 
lie  certainly  must  have  the  same  authority  as  to  any  other 
State.  Then,  the  moment  the  Senate  aidjoums,  he  may 
adopt  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bliind,  contained  in  one  of 
the  letters  now  on  your  tabic,  which  has  been  read,  and 
despatch_a  troop  of  diplomatists  to  Armenia,  and  another 
tir  Perua,  on  missions  to  which  I  am  very  confident  the 
Senate  would  never  give  their  advice  or  consent.  If  tiie 
matter  should  end  here,  althouG^  I,  and  the  very  few 
oUiers  who  still  tliink  as  1  do,  imght  regretthis unexpect- 
ed extension  of  Executive  patronage,  and  useless  waste 
of  l^e  public  treasure,  yetit  would notbe  productive  pro- 
bably of  much  other  pontive  mischief  at  present.  But  it 
might  not  end  here. 

bir,  we  hve  in  strange  times.  Revolutions  of  Govern- 
ment, and  tlic  dismemberment  of  empires,  events,  which 
formerly  were  almost  of  as  nu-c  occurrence  in  tJie  politi- 
jcaX  world,  as  those  terrible  convulsions  of  the  natural 
world,  which  sometimes  have  shaken  to  its  centre  tlie 
globe  we  inhabit,  have  of  late  become  quite  common  in- 
udcnts.  "Wc  now  feel  surprise  if  our  newspapers  do  not 
furnish  us,  d;uly,  with  tlie  details  of  some  sanguinary  civil 
conflict,  uf  some  new  change  in  long  estabhshed  Govern- 
ments, or  of  some  (hviiL»on  of  ancient  States  and  empires. 
Old  dominions  are  almost  hourly  tottering  to  their  down- 
f.Uli  and  new  sovereignties,  springing  from  their  ruin,  are 
claiming  to  be  recognised  as  independent  members  of  the 

Scat  family  of  nationa.  At  sucli  a  season  as  this,  while 
e  Uiunder  rolls  and  the  lightning  gleams  in  the  distance 
only^it  becomes  us  to  look  well  to  tiie  ship  in  which  our 
all  is  embarked.  Our  countrj-  expects  every  man  to  do 
his  duty;  and  the  first  duty  sbc  enjoins  i:i  a fiuthful  observ- 
ance of  the  mandatca  of  her  constitution.  If  tlie  Presi- 
dent alone,  witiiout  consulting  cither  House  of  Congress, 
may  institute  an  original  mission  to  Turkey,  so  he  may  to 
Xireccc,  to  Egypt,  to  Belgium,,  or  to  Poland.  Now  we 
all  know,  not  only  whatmi^itbc,  butcerlainly  would  be, 
tlie  result  of  tills.  It  would  be  just  cause  of  war;  and  the 
United  States  would  at  once  be  involved  in  tiiat  dreadful 
c<Hiilict  which  seems  but  to  wiut  tiie  return  of  spring  to 
deluge  Eun^e  once  more  with  blood,  and  to  threaten  the 
repose  of  all  chmtendom,  perhapsof  all  the  world.  Here, 


then,  would  b^another  anomaly  in  our  Government;  for 
while  Congress  alone  is  authorized  hy  the  constitution  to 
declare  war,  by  the  mere  exercise  of  this  "  tTifling"p«wer 
of  despatcliing  a  minister  to  a  new  State,  the  Pre^dent 
alone  would  be  authorized  to  bring  about  that  very  state 
of  things  which  the  wise  ouUiors  of  that  inatnimcnt  cer- 
tainly intended  to  comnut  to  the  discretion  of  Congress 
only. 

,  Such  i4.the  nature,  and  such  may  be  tlic  effects,  of  the 
"  trifling"  power  that  has  been  exerted  by  the  Preudent 
upon  this  occasion,  and  which  we  are  now  asked  to  ap- 
prove, to  sanctify,  and  so  to  perpetuate  in  him  and  his 
successors.  Let  me  not  be  told,  as  has  been  more  than 
insinuated  by  some,  that  tiiis  vast  power  will  be  lodged  in 
the  discretion  of  the  President;  and  that  we  should  liave 
so  much  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  this  offi- 
cer, as  to  believe  that  the  power  will  not  be  abused  or 
exercised  indiscreetly.  Sir,  I  never  have  had,  and  I  never 
can  have,  so  much  confidence  in  any  Pre^dent,  as  willingly 
to  confide  to  his  unchecked  discretion  Any  important 
power,  witli  even  a  hope  that  it  will  not  be  abused.  Itis 
in  tlie  nature  of  man  to  covet  power,  and  to  abuse  that 
which  he  has,  in  order  to  acqiure  more;  and,  of  all  forms 
of  Government,  this  elective  monarchy  of  oars  is  least 
calculated  to  repress  this  natural  prochvity  of  its  tempo- 
rary cliief,  cspe<nally  if  he  desires  to  retain  bis  place  for 
another  term.  Confidence  in  the  discretion  of  their  Ex- 
ecutive has  ever  been  the  bane  of  republics,  from  the 
earliest  day;  and  I  speak  in' the  n^lrit  of  our  own  consti- 
tution when  I  say  that,  mstead  of  such  confidence,  it  ui- 
culcates  distrust  in  every  line.  Under  the  influence  of 
tills  spirit,  1  denied  Uie  claim  to  this  identical  power,  when 
it  was  asserted  hy  the  immediate  predecessor  of  the  pre- 
sent incumbent  of  the  Presidential  ctuur;  and  under  the 
same  influence  I  now  deny  it  to  him.  In  the  diKreet  ex- 
ercise of  all  the  powers  conferred  upon  turn  by  the  consti- 
tution, he  ever  lias  had,  and  ever  uull  have,  my  sincere 
and  cordial  support;  but  whenever  he  oversteps  the  hmit 
there  prescribed,  1  will  oppose  his  lawless  acts  with  the 
same  zeal  and  freedom  I  have  ever  hercto&re  manifested 
upon  other  like  occasions.  Has  he  done  so  in  tiie  instance 
before  us?  This  is  the  question,  to  which  I  now  invite 
the  attention  of  the  Senate. 

Ur.  President,  whatever  may  be  the  c^inions  of  some 
as  to  the  inherent  powers  supposed  to  be  enjoyed  by  this 
body,  or  wmc  other  departments  of  this  Government,  f 
think  we  must  all  agree  that  the  Executive  has  no  such 
inherent  or  undefined  authority.  All  his  powers  must 
be  derived  under  some  express  grant  contained  in  thccon- 
stitution.  Inherent  power  in  him  would  be  but  a  courtly 
term  to  denote  prerogative;  and  the  exercise  of  any  un- 
grnnted  authority  by  bim  is  notiiing  else  tiian  mere  usur- 
pation. Let  m  then  turn  to  the  charter,  and  see  if  that 
contains  the  concession  of  any  such  power  as  has  been 
here  exerted. 

It  is  true  that  Uie  first  section  of  the  second  article  of  the 
constitution  vests  in  the  Prendent  "  the  Executive  power;*' 
and  equally  true  that  the  power  which  has  been  exercis- 
ed upon  tilts  occanon,  is  properly  an  Executive  power. 
Therefore,  if  there  was  no  otlier  proviaon  in  the  consti- 
tution upon  the  subject  than  this,  no  doubt  would  esst 
tiiat  the  President  was  authorized  to  d«  that  which  he  has 
doue.  But  the  constitution  does  not  stop  iiere.  Very 
soon  after  this  ;^neral  grant  of  the  Executive  power,  and 
in  the  next  section  of  the  same  article  which  contuns  the 
grant,  the  constitution  proceeds  to  check  and  restrain  the 
power  BO  granted,  by  prescribing  the  manncr,in  which 
alone  the  Preudent  must  exercise  it.  Thu*,  in  ^  second 
paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  this  same  second  artic)e,U 
declares  that  "  he  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  Uie  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two- 
thlrdsof  the  Senatcvs  present  concur:"  and  tlicn,  tliat "  he 
shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
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the  Senate,  shall  appoint,  ambassadors,  other  public  minis- 
ters and  consuls,  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court;  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  appointments 
are  not  herein  othenHse  provided  for,  and  which  shall  be 
established  by  lav."  Hence  it  is  obvious,  that,  although 
the  Exeeutm  ptnrer  is  vested  in  the  Prendent  alone,  ne 
b  expressly  iiitubited  from  makings  treaties,  (if  indeed  that 
is  an  Etecutive  power, )  or  apptMntiny  to  any  office  of  the 
United  States,  (which  certainly  is  such,)  without  the  advice 
and  consent  or  the  Senate.  But  the  officers  in  question 
never  have  been  mnninated  to  the  Senate,  nor  has  this 
body  advised  or  consented  to  their  app<Hntment  in"any 
way;  tberefcffe,  the  act  of  the  Prendent  in  conferring- 
these  appinntments  wiUioutthe  concurrence  of  the  Senate 
can  derive  no  sanction  'or  support  from  thin  part  of  the 
constitution. 

If  tKs  act  can  be  Justified  at  all,  its  justification  must  be 
•ought  fbr  in  the  next  paragraph  of  this  same  section, 
which  declares  tiiat  "  the  President  ahail  have  power  to 
fill  up  all  vacancjes  that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate,  by  granting  commissions  which  shall  expire 
at  the  end  of  their  next  session.**  Ttus  is  tiie  only  part 
of  the  constitution  which  has  affini^  to,  or  connesdon 
with,  the  power  in  question.  Let  me  then  inquire  whe- 
ther the  desired  justification  can  be  Onind  here. 

The  general  rule  ia  such,  as  I  have  read  it  from  the  con- 
stitution, dtat  appcnntments  to  office  must  be  made  by  the 
Prendent  '*  by  and  with  Uie  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate.**  Under  this  nUe,  the  Prewient  alone  has  no 
ntOK  autbori^  to  appomt  without  nnninating  to  the  Se- 
nate, than  the  Senate  have  to  advise  the  appointment  of 
one  not  nominated  by  lum.  The  exception  to  this  rule  is 
contained  in  tiie  clause  I  liave  jiist  read.  But  to  bring 
the  case  wittun  the  purview  of  this  exception,  and  so  to 
take  it  out  of  the  operation  of  the  nia,  these  tiiree  tlUngs 
must  occur:  There  most  be  a  vacaney-^is  vacancy  muft 
have  happened — end  this  happening  must  have  taken 
place  diunng  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  Unless  all  these 
things  concur,  the  President  can  find  no  support  for  the 
powfl"  he  has  exercised,  in  this  exception-  Now  1  under- 
take to  show  that,  instead  of  the  concurrence  of  all  these 
events,  not  one  of  them  existbd  on  the  13th  di^  of  Sep- 
tember, 1839,  when  tiiese  iqipirfntakenti  were  made  by 
the  Presdent  alone. 

Mr.  VrtmAealt,  as  tUs  constitution  was  cert»nly  intend- 
ed by  its  «|itliora  to  be  exUbited  to  the  people,  to  the  end 
that  it  might  be  read  and  understood  by  them,  in  order 
that,  when  understood,  if  approved,  it  might  be  adopted 
by  them,  I  have  ever  believed  that  the  true  nile  of  con- 
struing it  was  to  give  to  all  its  ftmiliar  terms  their  popu- 
lar Unification  at  the  time  of  its  adoption.  In  that  sense, 
Btidi  tenns  were  probably  first  used ; ,  in  that  sense,  they 
were  eertwnly  aflnwards  nnderstoodt  and,  being  adopted 
in  that  sense,  tiielr  smifioatlon  should  fever  afterwatd*  re- 
main unchanged,  inhb  is  hot  so^  then  indeed  is  the  oon- 
stHutioD  **  a  mere  nose  of  wax,"  which  may  be  pressed 
into  any  shape,  not  only  by  de^gnii^  uid  ambitious  states- 
men, hot  by  every  drivelling  philoh^ist  or  raoon-stmck 
metaphymeian  who  may  choose  to  amuse  liimsalf  by  a  dis- 
sertation upon  the  ever-varying  meaiung  of  tfotda. 

Tryinv  the  prorinan  Iaianow«oDrimring  by  tlus  rule, 
1  ask  w  eve^  honorable  Senator  heie  present,  if  any 
doubt  ever  did  exist  amtfng  the-  people' d  tlie  State  lie 
represents,  aa  to  the  meaning  of  the  terms  vacancy  -  in 
omee."  Throoghoutoor  miole  land,  thtsir  meaning  was 
and  is  the  same.  Every  whesre,  andatall  timra,  except  in 
yonder  public  ecUfices,  they  have  been  considered  as  de- 
noting an  actually  existing  office,  which,  having  been 
onc«  filled,  by  some  cause 'has  afterwards  k»t- its  incum- 
bent, amdiaaoowde*ac»nL  Tlw  ideaM'  actual  vacancy, 
in  mere  ptHnUe  offices,  which  never  had  been,  and  nevn- 
vdght  be  filled,  ivnmchtiiojnbtleto  have  been  suneated 
by  the  visdom  which  dictated,  and  miieh  too  remiecl  6it 


the  common  sense  tliat  adopted,  this  constitution.  Original 
existing  vacancy,  in  non-existing  and  merely  potential 
offices,  like  original  sin,  is  a  mystery.  Paithin  revelation 
may  oblige  us  to  adopt  the  belief  of  the  latter,  but  each 
surpasses  tbe  powers  of  unudcd  human  reasont  and  if  we 
yieid  assent  to  the  former,  like  good  Catholics  we  mutt 
say.  Credo qmampotaibikt^. 

If,  however,  any  doubt  could  exist  as  to  the  meaning 
of  this  term  "  vacancy,"  when  regarded  alone,  all  such 
doubt  must  vanish  when  we  examine  its  context,  and 
consider  it  in  connexion  with  the  other  words  with  which 
we  find  it  here  associated  in  the  constitution.  According 
to  these,  it  is  not  every  vacancy  wluch  the  Prendent  may 
fill  up  without  tiie  adf-ice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  but 
such  vacancies  only  as  "may  happen;**  and  which  may 
happen  too  "during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,"  Kow, 
according  to  the  common  signification  of  the  term  happen, 
it  is  never  applied  to  denote  certain  events,  but  it  is  ' 
applicable  to  denote  such  occurrences  only  as  casualty 
may  produce,  which  are  Uierefore  either  unforeseen,  or  if 
seen,  as  possible  in  themselves,  are  quite  uncertain  as  to 
the  time  of  their  occurrence.  We  should  not  speak 
reverently  certainly,  should  we  say  that  tiie  sun  happens 
to  rise,  or  thM  the  tides  happen  to  change.  There  is 
nothing  fortuitous  in  these  events;  they  arc  foreseen, 
fijreknown,  and  must  occur,  until  it  pleases  Him  who  has 
so  ordained,  to  change  the  order  ot  hia  own  providence. 
With  as  little  proprfety  might  we  say  that  our  chief 
m^^stracy  happens  to  be  elective,  or  the  tenure  of  our 
judicial  offices  happens  to  be  during  good  behavior. 
These  things  too  are  preH^rdained,  and  must  exist  while 
the  -constitution  remains  unaltered.  Tet  we  may  wdl 
say  of  tbe  death,  rengnation,  removal,  or  disability  of 
an  officer,  that  it  happens;  because,  even  where  the  event 
is  cert^,  the  time  of  its  occurrence  b  unknown  and 
uncertain. 

But  if  we  Could  refer  this  term  **  happen,"  which 
denotesoasual^  only,  to  the  occurrence  of  events  pre- 
ordained by  the  constitution  itself,  still  the  happening  of 
such  evenu  must  take  place  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  to  enlarge  the  general  power  Of  the  President. 
Then,  if  we  could  adopt  as  real  this  mere  vision  of  ex- 
isting vaoancy  in  non-existing  but  possible  offices,  av^ 
diDuld  not  ud  him  much  by  such  a  subtle  refinement. 
For  even  if'  the  office  always  ensted  potentially,  it  was 
idways  actually  vacant,  until  it  was  once  filled;  and  who 
can  properly  aflirm  of  such  an  wiginal  and  etemsl 
vacancy,  that  it  liappenetl  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
rather  than  duringits  season^  Unless  it  liappcned  during 
tile  recess  of  tbe  Senate,  hoWever,  the  President  has  no 
power  tO'fill  it  up  without  their  advice  and  consent. 

Mr.  President,  this  question  is  much  too  important,  as 
I  have  shown,  1  tiiink,  for  me  to  pemut  it  to  rest  even 
here.  What  I  have  said,  I  should  conader  as  sufficient 
upon  any  ordfauuy  occawonr  but  I  will  endeavor  to  makci 
it  so  pl^,  tbat  there  shall  not  remain  a  loop  whereon  to 
bang  a  doubt. 

It  is-a  sound  and  ob'f  ious  rule  fbr  tiie  construction  of 
every  instrument,  tliatn-bere  the  same  words  are  repeated 
in  it,  theymust  alwaj's  receive  the  same  interpretation. 
Tbwcfore,  whenever  we  can  fix  their  signification  be- 
yond doubt,  in  any  one  instance,  that  meamng  must  ever 
afterwards  be  attached  to  them,  when  they  again  occur, 
unless  tbe  context  shall  phiinly  ^w  that  tliey  were  used 
in  a  different  senM.  Now  an  inspection  of  the  constitu- 
tion will  show  that  tlie  words  used  in  tiie  clause  I  am 
now  examining,  have  been  used  twice  before  irf  the  same 
instrument.  They  are  there  used,  too,  under  circumstances 
which  defy  doubt  as  to  their  aignificationf  and  their  true 
interpretaticm  has  been  fixed  and  settlcfl,  not  only  by  the 
decisions  of  this  body,  but  In*  the  uiuform  and  unvatying 
practice  iw  all  the  States,  nom  tiie  year  1789  to  this 
hour.   In  this  practice,  ever}-  inw,  sml  at  all  time^  hu 
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AcquicMcd;  and  if  there  can  be  an^  tbiiw  settled  under  a 
written  constitutiooi  it  u  the  nieaninff  of  tbeie  words. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  veir  firtt  article  of  the  coniti- 
tutioti  to  create  a  House  of*^  Renretentatlvea  as  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  legislative  department.  Therefore, 
in  the  first  part  of  the  second  section  of  that  article,  it 
prescribes  the  rule  for  ascertaining  the  number  of  which 
this  House  ^lall  consistt  and  by  vhom,  and  for  what  term, 
this  number  shall  be  chosen.  Having  thus  provided  a 
full  and  complete  House  of  Representatives,  the  authim 
of  the  instrument,  foreseeing  toat  casualty  might  vacate 
the  seats  so  filled,  and  this  during  the  term  for  which  their 
incumbents  had  been  elected,  proceed  ia  the  fourth 
paragraph  uf  the  same  section  to  provide  for  such  events, 
by  these  words,  *'  when  vacancies  nappen  in  the  represen- 
tation from  any  State,  the  Executive  authority  thereof 
^all  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies.'*  Here 
then  is  an  office  created  by  the  constitution  itself,  which 
tiie  Executive  of  every  State  is  imperiously  reqi^red  to 
fill  in  the  mode  prescribed,  whenever  vacancy  shall 
happen  in  it.  Then,  the  mument  this  constitution  was 
adopted,  there  was  not  a  merely  possible  office,  but  one 
of  actual  existence,  as  to  the  filling  of  which  no  discretion 
existed,  provided  tiiis  original  vacancy  could  be  connder- 
ed  as  referred  to  by  the  terms  I  have  read.  But  never  did 
any  Governor  of  any  State  conceive  that  this  provision 
gave  to  liim  an^  auUiori^  to  issue  writs  of  election  to 
supply  these  on^tiol  vacancies.  No  such  example  exists; 
and  such  a  procedure  would  be  so  obviously  absurd,  that 
any  Governor  who  should  have  attempted  it,  would  have 
been  considered  as  deserving  a  straight  jacket.  Yet  tiie 
power  conferred  upon  the  Executive  of  any  State,  by  the 
words  here  used,  is  precisely  that  conferred  upon  Uie 
President,  by  the  same  wordi^  in  the  case  to  which  I  have 
before  referred. 

So,  too,  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
are  directed  by  this  constitution  to  be  chosen  for  two 
years.  Biennially,  then,  all  the  seats  in  that  House  are 
made  vacant  by  the  constitution  itself.  Here,  then,  arc 
actual  vacandes  in  established  offices,  tliat  have  been 
once  filled.  But  no  Governor  of  any  State  has  ever  felt 
himself  auth(M-ized  to  Issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  even 
these  vacancies.  And  why  ^  Because  all  such  vacancies 
lieing  caused  by  the  constituticm  Itself,  were  tiiercfore 
foreseen  and  foreknown,  and  cannot  properly  be  said  to 
happen.  Hence  they  are  referred  to  tiie  general  rule, 
and  not  to  tlic  exception,  which  applies  to  casualties  only. 

Again:  The  constitution  having  provrded  a  House  of 
Beprcsentatives,  next  proceeds  to  provide  a  Senate,  as 
tlie  other  branch  of  tiie  Lepdature.  Hui  is  done  by 
the  third  section  of  the  same  attiele.  This  section  com- 
mence^  as  in  the  other  case,  by  declaring  of  what  number 
tlie  Senate  shall  conmt,  and  by  whom,  and  for  what  term, 
tiie  members  shall  be  chosen.  Having  thus  provided  a 
full  and  complete  Senate,  the  authors  of  the  instrument, 
foreseeing  that  vacancies  might  occur  during  the  term 
prescribed,  in  the  scats  once  filled  for  tltat  term,  pro- 
ceed, in  the  next  paragraph  of  this  section,  to  provide 
for  siq>plying  such  vacancies,  by  these  words,  **it  vacan- 
cies happen,  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  during  the 
recess  of  the  Legislature  of  any  State,  the  Executive  thereof 
may  make  temporary  appointments  until  tlie  next  meet- 
ing of  thcLe^slature,  which  shall  then  fill  such  vacancies. 
Here,  again,  we  have  ori^nal  vacancies  in  offices  created 
by  tiie  cDnstitutioo.  To  these  vacancies  no  Governor  of 
any  SUte  ever  presumed  to  make  any  temporaiv  i^pmnt- 
ment,  because  th^  were  original  vacancies,  and  therefore 
were  not  embraced  by  the  words  of  this  exception. 

Here  abo  are  presented  the  cases  of  other  vacancies, 
occurring  after  the  place  has  been  once  filled,  protluced 
not  by  any  casualty,  but  by  the  foreseen  and  foreknown 


One  is  the  case  of  Mr.  Johns,  from  Delawarei  the  other 
that  of  Ur.  LAnpum,  from  Connecticut.  In  both  these 
cases,  the  seats  were  vacated  theeffluxof  the  time  for 
which  their  former  incumbents  had  been  elected.  In 
each  case  the  Legidature  of  the  State  bad  made  an  inef- 
fectual effort  to  appoint  a  successor,  but  had  failed,  not 
being  able  to  agree  in  a  choice.  After  the  adjournment 
of  ttK  Ijcgislatures,  the  seats  being  still  yacftnt,  the  Gover- 
nors undertook  to  fill  titem  by  tempwinr  appointments. 
But  in  b<^  cases,  upon  the  exbUiitton  «  the^eredentiab 
granted  to  these  gentlemen,  the  Senate  refused  to  permit 
Uiem  to  qualify,  because  the  OovmiOM  of  these  State* 
had  no  authority  to  make  temporary  appointments  to  such 
vacancies  as  these. 

Here,  then,  is  a  second  example  of  the  occurrence  of 
tlie  same  terms,  where  their  meaning  is  not  <m1y  (divious 
from  the  context,  but  has  received  the  solemn  and  re- 
peated sanctions  of  this  body  itaelf<  This  meaiui^,  ae 
fixed  and  ascertained,  is  found  to  be  in  exaict  accorunce 
with  tlie  signification  attached  to  the  same  words,  in  the 
former  case.  Then,  who  can  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of 
the  same  terma  when  they  next  occur,  in  the  clause  to 
wbicli  1  first  adverted^  Here,  too,  the  framem  the 
constitution,  having  prescribed  a  rule  for  all  appoiatments 
to  all  offices,  and  required  that  tbe;^  should  be  made  by 
the  Preudent,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  fineseeing  Uiat  vacancicB  ought  afterwards  happen 
in  tliese  offices  during  the  reccSs  of  the  Senate,  when 
the  public  exigencies  might  nevertheless  require  such 
vacancies  to  be -filled  up,  wisely  and  providently  gavcto 
the  President  alone  the  power  of  filling  up  ul  suiJi 
vacandes.  But  they  liad  no  more  idea  or  giving  to  the 
Preudent  alone  the  power  of  creating  offices  during  the 
recess  of  the  S^iate,  thui  tb^  bad  to  pve  to  the  Bbwcu- 
tives  of  tiie  different  States  power  to  iaue  vrits  of 
election  to  fill  cmginal  vacancies  in  Ae  House  of  Hepre> 
sentativet,  or  to  grant  temporary  appetntntents  to  supply 
such  vacancies  existing  in  tne  Senate. 

Mr.  President,  let  me  present  the  subject  to  the  Senate 
under  another  aspect.  Whatever  diffioences  of  opiiuon 
may  exist  as  to  thiB,/origiti  of  our  different  ofliec^  I  think 
we  must  all  agree  titat  the  power  of  the  Prescient  ia  the 
samcy  in  renrd  to  appointments,  to  them  aU.  The 
constitution,  in  autiiorizing  him  to  nonunate,  and,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  ap]x»nt  to 
all  offices,  draws  no  distinction  in  the  mode  of  appomtment 
tofenyt  and  his  separate  power  over  all  vacancies  whidi 
happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate  is  the  same,  no 
matter  wliat  may  be  the  wtgin  or  nature  of  the  vacant 
office.  Then,if  hispowerovcr  id  is  the  mm  m  botii 
cases,  let  us  examine  the  (fiflerent  subjeeta  to  wfaidi  tUs 
identical  power  may  be  applied,  and  perhaps  we  may  so 
discover  the  nature  of  the  power  itself. 

According  to  the  opinion  of  some,  there  are  three 
diflEerent  species  of  offices  referred  to  in  the  constitution: 
such  as  are  created  by  statute— sudi  as  are  created  by  the 
constitution  itself—and  such  as,  beii^  eatabHahed  l^tbe 
usi^s  of  natkms,  are  merely  rea>gnised  by  the  constitii- 
tion.  Moatof  our  domestic  exeeutive  offices  ate  enmples 
of  theftTstkhidt.tbeCldef  Jiiatiee,aDd  hla  avociates  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  are  examples  of  the  seeondi  and 
ambassadors,  other  pubKe  mhusteFS  and  consul^  are 
instances  of  the  last.  Kow  with  respect  to  all  officea  of 
the  firat  class,  that  is  to  say,  offices  created  by  statute,  it 
is  very  obvious,  that  original  vactDdcs  io  these  can  never 
occur  during  the  receit  of  the  Senate.  BecattHh  as 
these  offices  derive  their  e^stence  from  a  statute,  wUch 
statute  can  only  be  enacted  daring  die  ses^n  of  the 
Senate,  and  as  these  offices  when  thus  created  murt  be 
vacant,  all  ori^nal  vacanciea  in  statutory  offices  murt 
occur  during  the  session,  and  not  during  the  recess  of  the 


efflux  of  time.  Our  journals  show  us  two  attempts  by 'Senate.  Cmseqaattly,  the  President  can  have  no  power 
the  Governors  of  States  to  supply  vacancies  of  this  snt.  to  fill  upsuch  ^-«eancue«. 
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Tbere  never  has  been  but  a  single  instance  of  an  at- 
tempt by  any  President  to  £11  up  auch  vacancies  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate.*  This  attempt  was  promptly 
met  by  the  Senate,  who,  not  content  with  rejecting  the 
Donunations  afterwards  made  of  the  military  officers  who 
had  been  so  appoiiiled,  referred  the  subject  to  a  commit- 
tee. Their  report,  prescnling,  as  it  docs,  a  clear  and 
sound  exposition  of  this  part  of  the  constitution,  and  an 
able  vindication  of  the  violated  riglits  of  the  Senate,  re- 
ceived  the  confirnution  of  tlits  body,  whose  views  ucrc 
afterwards  assented  to  by  tlie  Executive,  as  we  all  know. 
Then,  no  doubt  exists  that  the  President  alone  lias  no  au- 
tliority  to  make  an  ori^nal  appointment  to  any  statutory 
office. 

The  offices  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Courtare  the 
only  description  of  offices  of  the  second  kind.  Tiiese 
offices  are  created  by  the  constitution  itself,  and  are  there- 
by required  to  be  filled  up.  Here  then  is  the  case  not  of 
potential,  but  of  actual  omces{  not  of  posnble  offices  that 
may  or  may  not  be  required  to  be  filled  up,  but  of  exist- 
ing offices  ordered  by  the  constitution  itselfto  be  supplied 
with  incumbents.  Yet,  President  Washington,  during 
whose  term  tlicse  offices  were  «11  so  vacant,  and  thus  con- 
tinued for  a  long  lime,  never  thought  that  he  possessed 
tlie  power  to  fill  them  up,  until  after  the  enaction  of  the 
judiciary  lawi  and  did  so  then  only  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Sennte  fii-st  obtained. 

Nor  could  he  have  done  ollierwise.  For  until  the  pas- 
sage of  tills  act  of  Congress,  how  could  he  know  what 
number  of  judges  to  appoint— what  would  be  their  sala- 
ries—where  they  were  to  convene— wliat  might  be  tiie 
duties  required  of  them  —or  what  the  rule  to  regulate  their 
process  and  proceeding— nay,  by  what  other  means  could 
the  court  have  been  luoplicd  witl'i  a  clerk,  a  marshal,  or 
any  other  ministerial  officci-s,  indispensably  necessary  to 
the  proper  performance  of  their  functions?  It  would  have 
been  as  absurd  for  the  president  to  have  made  the  njj- 
pointment  of  judges  before  the  enaction  of  this  statute, 
as  it  would  have  been  for  the  Governor  of  a  State  to  have 
issued  writs  of  election  before  the  Legislature  of  sue) 
State  liad  passed  tlfe  laws  necessary  to  give  effect  to  that 
provision  of  tlie  constitution  which  required  the  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  be  chosen. 

In  aftertime»  when  none  of  these  difficulties  existed, 
mad  tttt  number  of  the  judges  of  die  Supreme  Court  was 
increased,  although  tiie  new  judge,  when  duly  appointed, 
like  his  associate^  was  in  under  the  conelitution,  yet  it  was 
conceded  on  all  hands  that  the  office,  although  required 
by  the  constitution,  was  established  by  the  law;  and, 
therefore,  becoming  vacant  during  the  session  of  the 
Senate,  the  President  could  not  fill  this  vacancy  during 
the  recess,  but  must  make  the  first  appointment  to  it,  only 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  tliis  body- 
When  we  tlius  see  that  the  President  cannot  make  an 
wiginal  appointment  to  any  office  created  eitlier  by  statute 
or  by  the  constitution,  because  the  vacancies  in  such  offices 
cannot  properlp-  be  said  to  happen  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate,  is  it  fair  to  argue  that  he  has  authority  to 
make  such  appointments  to  the  other  class  of  offices  which 
are_  established  not  by  statute  but  by  usage  merely,  and 
which  are  not  required,  but  merely  recc^ised  by  the 
constitubon  as  of  possible  use  ?  Does  not  every  argument 
applicable  to  the  Que  of  the  ju^f"  the  Supreme 
Court,  apply  a  fotiiwi  to  tliese  offieesf  Of  how  many 
ministers  must  the  new  mission  consist — who  and  of  what 
character  shall  be  the  aiiachit  to  the  lention — what  shall 
be  the  compensation  allowed  to  any  of  the  mission — and 
for  what  tprm  may  they  hold  their  offices?  All  these  are 
questions  which  must  be  decided  before  such  appoint- 
ments can  properly  be  made;  and  the  decision  of  each  of 
tliese  question*  by  the  Preacknt  alone  is  forbidden  by  the 
constitution  in  terms.  « 
And  here,  Mr.  Frendenf,  I  wUlofferaMj^^ationtothe 
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Senate,  which  upon  my  mmd  lias  always  had  much  influ- 
ence. It  is  not  more  the  object  of  this  constitution  to 
create  and  confer  power,  than  it  is  to  check  and  restrun  the 
authorities  which  it  grants.  No  important  authority  is 
thereby  granted  to  any  department  of  this  Government 
unless  it  is  limited  and  guarded  in  its  exercise,  by  some 
means  or  other.  Speaking  generally,  the  judiciary  can 
establish  no  rule  which  the  Legislature  may  not '  abrogate, 
can  pronounce  no  decree  wluch  the  Executive  may  not 
refuse  to  execute.  The  Executive  can  do  no  act,  against 
which  the  judiciary  may  not  relieve,  which  the  Legisla- 
ture inay  not  annul,  or  to  which  they  may  not  refuse  to 
give  effect.  The  Legislature  itself  can  enact  no  law  with- 
out the  assent  of  the  Executive,  and  which  is  not  subject 
to  the  revision  of  tlie  judiciary,  whenever  it  comes  in  con- 
flict with  the  constitution.  And  the  States,  in  virtue  of 
the  rights  reserved  by  ihcm  as  parties  to  the  original  com- 
pact, may  watch  over  and  control  the  joint  or  several  ac- 
tion of  all  and  each  of  the  departments  of  this  Government, 
so  as  that  none  may  pass  beyond  its  prescril>cd  limita. 
Now  can  any  one  believe,  tliat  in  such  a  system,  so  intend- 
ed and  so  contrived,  it  ever  was  designed  to  confer  tite 
vast  power  which  has  been  exerted  upon  this  occasioiii 
(which,  as  I  have  sliown,  touches  and  influences  our  best 
and  dearest  interests,)  to  the  uncontrolled  discretion  of  the 
President  alone?  The  plain  langii&gc  of  the  constitution 
(as  I  think  I  have  now  proved)  repudiates  any  such  idea; 
and  if  this  language  was  even  doubtful,  the  spirit  which 
dictt(tes  evety  line  of  that  instrument,  oug^t  to  suffice  to 
solve  any  such  doubt. 

I  liave  heard  a  single  case  suggested,  to  which  .(as  it 
seems  to  present  a  dimculty  to  the  minds  of  some)  I  must 
beg  leave  to  pay  a  little  attention.  I  have  heard  it  asked, 
if  tlie  President  may  not  fill  up  any  vacancy  but  one  that 
happens  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  what  would  be 
the  condition  ^  the  country,  if  an  office,  which  the  pub- 
lic good  reqtures  to  be  filled  immediately,  should  become 
vacant  by  death  or  otherwise,  happening  during  the  get* 
aion  of  the  Senate,  and  which  event  could  not  oe  made 
known  to  the  President  until  af\er  our  at^oumment?  To 
this  question  I  have  several  answers  to  give«  either  of 
which,  to  my  mind,  is' quite  satisfactory. 

The  first  is,  that  it  is  an  exti'emc  case,  which  mtut  be 
of  very  rare  occurrence,  and  the  very  necessity  of  which, 
whenever  It  shall  exist,  may  well  excuse  the  President  fat 
acting  upon  it,  even  without  any  direct  author!^  so  to  do. 
Dut  we  should  be  very  cautious  how  we  give  assent  to 
Uiat  species  of  argument,  which  would  inter  the  legality 
of  authority  in  onUnary  cases,  from  mere  silent  acquiea. 
cence  in  its  exercise,  when  under  the  pressure  of  extraor- 
dinary circumstances.  1  certainly  would  not  'censure  any 
President  for  making  a  temporary  appointment  during 
the  recess,  in  tliissupposed  case,  even.if  I  thought  he  hM 
no  MittuH'ity  so  to  do,  provided  he  laid  such  an  appoint- 
ment before  the  Senate  afterwards.  I  have  no  idea,  how- 
ever, of  having  even  necessary  mcdidnc  administered  to  me 
for  my  daily  bread;  or  of  applying  this  hard  law  of  State 
necessity,  which  will  override  the  constitution  itself,  to 
sucli  ordinary  transactions  as  the  case  before  us,  in  which 
tliis  plea  of  immediate  necesaitj  cannot  have  the  slightest 
application. 

My  second  answer  is,  that,  according  to  a  fur  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution,  the  Prendcnt,  inmyopinion,  has 
authority  given  to  him  to  fill  up  such  .a  vacancy  during  the 
recess.  Sir,  as  in  all  human  transactions  we  can  reason 
only  from  what  we  know,  and  know  but  little  of  facts  ex> 
cept  througti  evidence,  we  arc  generally  constrained  to 
substitute  this  evidence  for  the  net  it  tends  to  establish. 
It  is  this  imperfection  of  our  nature  which  often  prevents 
us  from  regarding  as  facts  what  are  not  shown  to  us  to  be 
such,  and  obliges  us  to  auert  the  truth  of  what  is  satisAc- 
torily  proven,  ahhough  the  Act  so  established  may  be  most 
felse.    Hence,  I  think  it  fair  to  say  that  a  vacancy,  not 
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known  to  exist,  does  not  exist  for  any  of  tlie  purposes  of 
the  constitution;  and  wlien  known,  it  doea  exW,  and  not 
until  then,  be  that  when  it  ravj.  If  any  Senator  should 
die  during  the  session  of  the  Lendature  of  tiie  State  he 
represented,  but  Uie  fact  of  his  deitii  coiiU  not  be  coin- 
manicfcted  to  that  Legislature  while  it  continual  in  ses^on, 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  Executive  of  the  State  might 
supply  this  vacancy  by  a  temporary  appwntment-  I  say 
this,  ui  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  whose  obvious  pur- 
pose it  is* to  keep  the  seats  in  this  Hotise  always  filled  by 
the  Legislatures  of  the  States  here  represented,  where 
they  have  an  opportunity  to  fill  them,  but  by  temporary' 
appointments  m>m  the  Executive  of  these  States,  in  liII 
cases  where  the  Legislatures  hare  had  no  such  opportu- 
ni^.  And  the  parallel  is  perfect,  I  think,  between  the 
power  of  the  Executive  of  a  State  in  one  case*  and  that  of 
the  President  in  the  other. 

Mr.  PrCMdcnt,  I  have  now  presented  to  the  Senate  my 
views  of  the  constitution ,  so  far  as  it  applies  to  the  matter 
before  us.  If  I  am  right  in  these  views,  all  must  ag^ee 
wittk  me,  that  the  power  exercised  by  the  President  upon 
this  occauon  was  without  warrant,  and  therefore  unlaw- 
Ail;  that  it  is  a  manifest  violatton  of  the  ri{^ts  of  the 
Senate;  and  if  the  act  was  done  with  that  view,  it  is  a  fla- 
grant usurpation  of  thdr  constitutional  powers.  I  feel 
Tcry  confident  that  no  0!ie  here  will  controvert  a  single 
position  I  have  stated.  I  have  advanced  nothing  new,  but 
have  merel^  repeated  the  arguments  which  I  urged  here 
!n  1836,  duiing  the  dUcussion  of  the  memorable  Panama 
sohject,  when  this  identical  question  arose,  and  was  fully 
examined.  Upon  that  occasion,  I  was  met  hy  Senators  of 
great  ability,  who,  instead  of  controverting  this  consti-uc- 
tion  of  the  constitution,  sought  to  avoid  it,  by  relying  up- 
on what  they  called  the  precedents.  The  same  course 
nuy  possibly  be  pursued  again.  It  is  proper,  tlierefbre, 
that  I  should  present  some  BUg^festkms  to  the  Senate  upon 
this  subject  also. 

Sir*  m>m  the  first  moment  I  was  capable  of  forming  an 
opirilon  for  myself  upon  any  political  question,  until  tbb 
hour,  1  hwe  always  raised  my  voice  against  that  sort  of 
argtiment,  which,  in  a  Gov'emment  founded  upon  a  written 
constitution,  seeks  to  infer  authority  fbr  the  governors 
from  their  own  practices.  The  argument  (if^  indeed  it 
deserves  such  a  name^  is  not  flir;  fbr,  while  it  claims  the 
benefit  of  all  affirmative  cases,  it  allows  no  weight  to  those 
which  are  negative  merely.  Ttie  omissaon  to  exert  any 
p«wer  for  a  century,  although  opportunities  fit  and  proper 
for  its  exerdse  may  have  lunirly  occurred  during  A\  tnat 
time,  weighs  not  as  even  the  dust  in  the  balance  against  its 
actual  exertion  in  a  si^le  instance.  The  argument  is 
dangerous,  too,  in  the  extreme.  The  smallest  fissure  un- 
intentionally made  in  the  constitution,  during  the  darkest 
hour  of  some  drowsy  midniglit  session,  to  let  in  some 
pigmy  case,  too  inaignifioant  to  attract  or  to  merit  atten- 
tion, by  the  force  of  this  argument,  is  soon  widened  and 
made  a  horribly  yawning  crmuu,  through  which  a  flood 
must  one  day  ruui  in  to  deluge  our  fair  land.  Deeds  done 
in  moments  of  high  pat^'  excitement,  or  during  the  hour 
of  danger  to  the  State,  when  the  safety  of  the  people  is 
the  supreme  law,  by  the  force  of  this  argument  become 
the  parenta  of  similar  acts,  in  other  and  difiercnt  times. 
It  was  thus  the  ^tatorship  was  made  perpetual  in  Rome; 
and  tlie  same  means  cannot  fiul,  in  time,  to  produce  some 
such  calamitous  event  here.  It  shall  never  have  any  force 
with  me.  Thus  far,  and  no  fiuther,  am  I  willing  to  allow 
any  weight  to  the  argument  founded  upon  precetlents 
merely.  When  any  of  the  provinons  of  the  constitution 
are  of  doubtful  import,  and  questions  arising  under  such 
prorislons  have  been  fully  and  openly  examined,  so  that 
the  people  have  had  a  fair  opportunity  to  understand  their 
'  bearing  and  hifluencc,  the  decision  of  all  such  questions, 
if  afterwards  acquiesced  in  generally,  I  shall  be  disposed 
to  respect;  not,  however,  as  conferring  power,  but  as 


simply  declaratory  of  the  true  constniction  of  an  tmbigii- 
ouspartof  the  constitution,  under  which  constitution  alone 
power  can  ever  be  properly  clumed. 

In  this  case  there  exists  no  occasion  fbr  tiiese  eaalions 
and  reservations.  During  the  ^scusnon  of  the  Panamm 
subject,  we  looked  into  all  the  precedents.  Every  case 
of  any  original  appointment,  made  by  a  President  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  from  the  first  estabfishment  of 
this  Government  to  that  day,  was  then  laid  before  us,  in  a 
document  that  now  remuns  on  our  files.  Each  of  these 
cases  was  then  carefully  examined;  and  it  is  such  an  ex- 
amination which  justifies  me,  I  think,  in  saying  that  not 
one  of  them  can  properly  be  considered  as  a  precedent  for 
that  which  we  are  now  examining.  It  is  true  that  a  su- 
perficial examination  of  some  of  these  cases  mw  seem  to 
justify  a  difierent  opinion.  But,  if  any  one  will  taJce  the 
trouble  of  tracing  such  cases  to  their  origin,  and  will  in- 
form himself  of  the  state  of  things  existing  at  the  time  of 
their  occurrence,  I  repeat,  that  not  one  of  them  will  be 
found  to  apply  here.  I  will  not  Atigue  the  Senate  by  a 
reference  to  these  cases  now;  their  true  eharacterand  his- 
tory was  given  in  the  debate  upon  the  occasion  referred 
to;  and  to  that  debate,  now  of  record  in  your  Repster,  I 
refer  all  those  who  may  feel  any  wish  to  consult  it.  Our 
journals  furnish  us,  however,  with  four  cases,  which  have 
a  bearing  so  direct  upon  the  matter  now  before  us,  that  I 
will  take  the  liberty  to  state  them. 

The  first  of  these  occurred  during  the  administration  of 
Mr.  Jefiersoi),  who,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  an- 
dertoolrto  make  an  ori^nal  appointment  of  a  minister  to 
Russia;  to  which  court  we  had  not  before  sent  any  minis- 
ter. The  nomination  of  ^is  minister  was  afterwards  laid 
before  the  Senate  when  they  convened,  accompanied  by  a 
long  letter  of  the  President's,  setting  forth  the  reasons 
which  had  induced  him  to  make  such  an  appointment. 
The,Senate  considered  the  suhject  very  maturely,  it  seems, 
and  finally  refused  to  give  their  consent  to  the  appoint- 
ment. This  scheme  was  then  abandoned;  nor  was  it  re- 
sumed for  many  years  afterwards,  until  it  was  revived  by 
Mr.  Madison,  acting  then  by  and  witlj  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.  I  refer  to  this  case,  to  show  the  idea 
then  entertained  by  the  Senate  as  to  their  ri^lit  to  be  con- 
sulted by  the  President  in  all  cases  wherein  it  was  propos- 
ed to  establish  new  diplomatic  relations  with  any  nation 
with  which  none  such  had  previously  existed;  and  to  show 
the  acquiescence  oftbe  Executive  in  this  determination. 

The  next  case  occurred  in  1814,  when,  during  the  re- 
cess of  the  Senate,  and  "flagrante  Jefflj,"  President  Madi- 
son sent  tliree  additional  ministers,  to  unite  in  the  negoti- 
ations at  Ghent,  with  the  two  others  previously  appointed 
by  him,  by  and  witii  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 
These  appointments  wcl-e  laid  before  the  Senate  at  their 
next  session,  when  tiiccxert^ise  of  this  power  by  the  Presi- 
dent, during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  called  forth  that 
able  and  eloquent  protest  against  it,  which  was  submitted 
by  Mr.  Gore,  then  a  Senator  &om  Massachusetts,  and 
which  I  read  to  the  Senate  when  I  first  addressed  thi-m. 
It  is  true,  this  protest  was  never  acted  upon  definitively. 
But  we  all  remember  the  state  of  things  then  existing^ 
and  the  conduct  of  the  Senate,  in  avoiding  any  decision  of 
this  matter  at  that  time,  manifests  most  dbtinctly  what 
was  the  opinion  then  entertained.  If  the  majority  bad 
even  doubted,  this  protest  would  have  been  rejected  at 
once.  But,  as  its  adoption  would  have  been  hi^ily  inex- 
pedient at  that  crisis  in  our  affairs,  and  its  rejection  would 
nave  been  an  abandonment  of  tlie  constitutional  rights  of 
the  Senate,  they  very  prudently  postponed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  subject. 

Kcxt  (%mcs  the  case  of  the  new  republics  in  South 
America,  Every  body  knows  what  was  the  state  of  public 
sentiment  upon  this  subject.  Mr.  Monroe,  the  President, 
was  beset  on  all  sides,  and  most  earnestly  importuned  to 
comply  with  the  wislies  of  these  States,  by  SMtdtng-  minis- 
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ten  to  them.  But,  although  dcnrous  to  do  so,  he  never- 
thelcM  steadily  refused,  uotil  he  had  previously  submitted 
the  subject  to  Congress,  and  had  obtained  the  assent  of 
bodi  Houses.  Then,  and  not  until  then,  did  he  despatch 
the  mtnistera  which  were  appointed  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  <^  di«  Senate. 

ijLSt  is  the  case  presented  in  1836  by  the  Panama  mes- 
sage. This  is  of  too  recent  occurrence  to  require  any 
comment.  It  will  suffice  to  say,  that  the  resolution  then 
proposed,  which  was  declaratory  of  the  rights  of  the  Se- 
nate, and  denied  the  claim  of  President  Adams  to  the 
power  he  therein  asserted  to  be  hjs,  was  laid  upon  our 
table  bv  the  vote  of  a  bare  majority  of  this  body.  But 
many  of  the  members  of  that  majonty,  in  whose  presence 
I  now  speak,  declared  at  the  time  that  they  did  not  doubt 
the  rights  of  the  Senate  to  be  such  as  was  affirmed.  A% 
however,  the  Prendcnt,  while  assorting  a  contrary  power, 
had  expressly  waived  its  exercise,  and  had  submitted  his 
nonuDations  to  the  Senate  for  their  advice,  the  question 
was  so  reduced  (as  they  thought)  to  a  mere  abstraction, 
which,  however  proper  to  be  discussed,  it  was  not  neces- 
aary  then  to  decide. 

Aiter  that  time,  no  case  has  occurred  within  the  know- 
ledge -of  the  Senate  until  the  present.  For,  although 
Messrs.  Crane  and  Offlcy,  in  1828,  received  from  Presi- 
dent Adams  a  commission  nmilar  to  tiiis,  yet  that  fact  was 
cautiously  concealed  fram  the  Senate.  These  ministers 
never  reached  Constantinople,  and  their  appointment 
would  not  probably  ever  have  been  brought  to  light,  un- 
less it  bad  been  found  expedient  now  to  refer  to  it  aa  a 
precedent  to  justify  what  was  afterwards  done  by  tlie  pre- 
sent Executive,  And  here,  «ri  let  rae  appeal  to  the  can- 
dor of  all  tliose  honorable  Senators  who  Uiought  and  acted 
with  me  during  the  Panama  discussion,  to  say,  if  they  bad 
kiiowo  tliat  President  Adam*  bad  secretly  instituted  a  mis* 
sion  to  Turkey  during  the  recess  of  tlie  Senate,  would 
they  not  have  reprobated  such  an  act,  in  as  strong  terms 
at  least  as  any  used  in  relation  to  his  mere  cUim  of  such  a 
power  in  the  Panamacase,  where  the  exercise  of  the  power 
asserted  was  expresdy  waived  by  him.  For  my  part, 
I  know  I  should  have  done  so;  and  knowing  this,  I  cannot 
reconcile  it  to  myself  to  sit  Hlent,  when  the  same  act  has 
been  done  by  another  President.  Whatever  changes  may 
have  taken  plice  in  the  Executive,  the  constitution  re- 
mains the  same ;  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  Senate  re- 
main the  same;  and  i  will  always  strive  to  preserve  the 
one,  and  to  fulfil  the  other. 

The  cases  towbichlhave  thus  referred,  spreading  aa  they 
do  over  a  period  of  twenty-five  ycarj  now  last  past,  ought 
to  satisfy  every  one,  I  think,  that  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution  and  the  practice  of  the  Government  are  in 
strict  accordance.  At  all  events,  they  must  stiilice  to 
show,  that  even  if  other  precedents  could  be  found,  much 
more  apposite  than  any  which  exist,  they  cannot  prove 
any  nnUorm  practice,  any  continuous  chain  of  precedents, 
settling  this  question  of  power,  which,  therelore,  wf  must 
consider  as  res  tntepVt  and  decide  by  a  reference  to  the 
constitution  alone. 

Mr.  President,  the  arguments  tltat  have  been  urged  in 
opposition  to  the  opinion  1  so  brieflv  expressed  when  I 
first  made  tius  motion,  coming,  too,  from  the  quarter 
whence  some  of  them  prcceed,  have  excited  my  surprise 
almost  as  much  as  die  power,  the  exercise  ot  which  in 
this  case  they  seek  to  jufltii^.  I  must  b«g  kave,  there- 
fore, to  iavlte  some  attention  to  the  most  prominent  of 
these  arguments,  wluch  seem  to  me  most  awful  "dgns 
of  the  times." 

An  honorable  Senator  from  Louimna,  [Mr.  LitikO' 
STOs,]  instead  of  controverting  directly  any  'propoutlon 
which  I  have  advanced,  tells  ua  that  the  construction  of  the 
constitution  for  which  I  have  contended  is  not  90  certain, 
but  that  wise  and  good  men  may  well  doidit  as  to  its  cor- 
rectneast  n>y,  even  adi^t  a  contrary  opinion.    He  does 


not  say  that  such  is  his  cminion,  but  satisfies  himself  with 
endeavoring  to  cast  the  shadow  of  his  doubts  upon  mine; 
and  then  rebukes  me  for  using  the  strong  langiiage  I  did 
in  expressii^  it.  Sir,  if  I  could  feel  any  of  the  doubts 
which  this  Senator  has  sought  to  generate,  like  him  I 
might  regret  the  use  of  stroog  pbn«es  to  express  an  opi- 
nion, of  the  correctness  of  wmeh  I  did  not  feel  assarrat 
but,  entertaining  no  such  doubts,  I  have  nothing  to  re- 
gret, nothing  to  explain,  and  nothing  to  take  back. 

And  how,  wr,  is  this  supposed  doubt  produced?  The 
Senator  fVom  Louisiana  says  that  the  constitution  is  sus- 
ceptible of  two  diflerent  readings.  One,  that  which  I 
gave  as  I  found  it  written,  and  the  othertiiis:  "the  Prew- 
den^  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  shall  have  power  to 
fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  happen."'  Accor^ng  to 
this  utter  reading,  he  tliinksnt  prol^ble  that  the  ^*A- 
dent  would  have  the  right  to  do  that  which  he  has  done. 
Now,  sir,  from  whence  does  this  honorable  Senator  de- 
rive authority  thus  to  dislocate  the  members  of  the  sen- 
tence, and  to  re-arrange  them  according  to  his  fancy? 
If  he  is  not  bound  to  read  the  instrument  as  it  is  written, 
he  has  the  same  power  to  amend  it,  by  the  substitution 
new  words,  as  by  inverting  the  order  in  which  the  old 
words  are  found,  so  to  give  them  a  new  sense.  The  gen- 
tleman cannot  claim  the  meri^even  of  originality  for  this 
invention.  It  is  certainly  as  old  as  the  days  of  SwiA,  in 
whose  amusing  "Tale  of  a  Tub"  we  read  that  the  same 
device  was  practised  upon  tlie  testament  tliere  mentioned. 
The  three  brothers  not  being  able  to  find  the  permission 
they  desired,  written  therein  ioOdem  verbii,  sought  for  it 
tatidem^fUabifi  not  finding  it  even  then,  they  tried  to 
make  it  out  iotidem  lUerUt  and  it  was  only  when  they 
failed  in  this,  too,  that  they  found,  tliemselves  under  tb« 
necessity  of  changing  the  orthography.  Had  they  lived 
in  the  present  (lay,  they  mi^tit  have  saved  theraselvea  > 
much  trouble,  by  merely  altenng  the  name  of  what  they 
wislied,  and  bestowing  upon  it  some  new  denomtiwtion. 

Do  not  the  Senate  perceive  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  this  new  reading  of  the  constitution,  jX,  as  tlie  Senator 
from  Louisiana  would  persuade  us,  it  was  permissible  to 
adopt  it^  Read  as  it  is  written,  and  Uiese  words,  *f  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,"  denote  the  time  within  which 
the  vacancy  must  happen,  which  vacancy  the  Prewdent 
alone  is  authorized  to  fill  up;  but,  accordmg  to  this  new 
reading,  these  words  denote  the  time  within  which  the 
President  may  exert  the  power  of  filling  the  vacancy, 
happen  when  it  may.  Then,  the  President  would  need 
but  to  wwt  until  the  Senate  adjourns,  and  he  would  have 
authority  to  fill  op  all  vacancies.  -Nay,  should  he  gra- 
ciously please  to  refer  his  appnntments  to  the  Senate  af. 
terwards,  and  they  should  reject  ttiem,  instead  of  watch' 
ing  a  fit  occasion  to  renominate,  the  President  might  wait 
for  the  adjournment,  and  then  reappoint  the  same  indi> 
vidual;  and  so  on,  ttiSet  miatietj  to  the  end  of  the  cliuter. 
A  more  summary  method  to  divest  the  Senate  of  sQ  au- 
thori^-,  and  to  invest  the  President  alone  with  complete 
power  over  all  appointments,  could  not  wel)  be  de- 
vised. Instinct  informs  the  very  brutes  oftheir  common 
danger,  and  of  the  quarter  from  whence  it  may  be  ex- 
pected; and  surely  arguments  such  as  this  should  put  us 
upon  our  guard- 

An  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Sjuxb] 
tells  us  that  he  has  never  doubted  upon  this  point — thatha 
has  ever  been  of  opinimi,  the  Preudent  nught  institute 
what  misMOQs  he  pleases,  without  consulting  the  Senate 
or  any  body  else— -Chat  he  so  said,  and  so.  voted,  in  the 
Panama  case,  and  therefore  shall  so  vote  in  this,  which 
is  precisely  similar  to  tiiat.  This  is  all  very  true;  and  { 
bear  my  willing  testimony  to  the  perfect  consistency  of 
that  honorable  Senator  in  these  cases.  I  wish  1  could  pre- 
vail upon  him,  however,  to  convince  my  iriend  from  Illi- 
naa,  [Mr.  Kaxr,]  that  these  oases  are.  precisely  noiilar. 
It  would  relieve  rae  r*ry  qmch  if  he  would  do  so)  for  I 
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f«e1  wnsiblythe  awkwardness  of  my  present  position,  op- 
posed on  the  one  hand  by  those  who  opposed  me  in  the 
Panama  case,  because  this  is  the  same  question  there  pre- 
sented; and  opposed  on  the  other  by  those  with  whom  1 
then  ag-reed,  because  this  is  not  a  similar  case.  It  is  not 
for  me  to  reconcile  aach  contfaricnt  opinions.  AH  I  can 
do,  is  to  oppose  to  the  Senator  from  Maryland  the  argu- 
ment ut^ed  in  the  Panama  case,  which  I  agree  with  him 
is  precisely  similar  to  this;  and  to  endeavor  to  satisfy  my 
friend  from  Illinois,  that  his  distinctions  constitute  no  dif- 
ference between  the  principles  involved  in  each. 

In  what,  sir,  is  any  difference  to  be  found  between  the 
two  cases?  It  is  true,  that  was  the  mere  assertion  of  a 
ri^t  to  power,  the  exercise  of  which  was  waived  at  the 
very  moment  it  was  claimed)  and  this  ia  the  exertion  of 
the  nme  power  th«*i  asserted  merely.  But  surely  this 
barren  claim,  waived  Vhen  preferred,  presents  not  so  strong 
a  case,  as  the  actual  exercise  of  the  very  power  then 
waived.  The  two  cases,  although  not  similar  in  their 
facts,  present  the  same  question;  and  every  argipment  sp- 

£licable  to  the  one,  applies  a  foriiori  to  the  other.  I'he 
Diiorable  Senator  from  Illinois,  I  am  sure,  will  not  say, 
that  because  the  one  set  of  ministers  was  to  be  sent  to 
Panama,  and  the  other  to  CuiisiHntinople,  that  this  differ- 
ence of  their  destination  can  constitute  any  distinction  be- 
tween the  principles  of  tlie  two  cases.  Nor  will  he  say, 
that  because  one  set  of  ministi-rs  were  sent  to  a  Congress 
of  the  ministers  of  several  nations,  and  the  other  to  a  Eitigie 
nation  only,  that  tins  mere  matter  of  number  can  vary  the 
question  as  to  the  constitutional  right  of  the  Pi-esident  to 
apptrint  either.  In  what,  then,  does  the  diflerence  connst  * 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois  sayit,  that,  in  the 
Panama  case,  the  persons  proposed  to  be  despatched  were 
to  be  pubKc  nunisters;  -but  the  persons  actuaBy  sent  in  this 
ease  were  commissioners  only.  Decs  he  mean  to  say 
^t  this  mere  ctiange  of  appellation  alters  the  thing 
named?  The  poet  would  tell  him  that  "arose  by  any 
other  name  would  smelt  at  sweet)"  and  I  am  sure  he  would 
not  agree  that  Itat  was  not  one,  because  many  of  his 
townsmen  call  it  a  cAdpeou.  But  see,  sir,  what  a  broad 
gate  Is  here  also  hoisted,  to  let  in  the  flood  of  Executive 
power  and  patronage.  An  act  is  forbidden  when  called 
by  its  true  name;  yet  change  but  the  name,  and  the  same 
act  atonce  becomes  justifiable  and  proper.  There  might 
be  some  hope  of  an  end  to  this,  if  those  who  seek  to  get 
power  in  this  way,  were"  constrained  to  tax  their  own  in- 
rentiiHi  for  new  names  to  denote  old  thinga,  for  as  there 
must  be  some  Umitto  human  wit,  "when  brains  were 
Out,  the  thingmightdie!**  Unfortunately,  however,  tlie 
work  is  already  done  for  them;  and  a  Secretary  of  State 
has  but  to  turn  to  the  mere  Index  of  his  code  dipiomaiiqtit, 
and  he  will  there  find  a  long  hst  of  the  names  cf  public 
functionaries,  who  have  been  employed  by  different  po- 
tentates,  at  various  times,  which  hit  may  serve  as  a  peren- 
nial fountain  of  power. 

Let  me  give  an  example  of  the  ease  with  which  this 
work  may  be  done.  The  constitution  authorizes  the  Presi- 
dent, by  and  wKh  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
to  appoint  ambassadors  and  other  public  ministers.  It  is 
desired,  however,  to  appoint  such  without  consulting  the 
Senate,  lest  they  may  nut  be  willing  to  establish  any  such 
offices.  Turn  to  the  code,  and  you  may  there  tind  that 
the  ambassador  of  the  Pope  is  not  distii^fuishcd  eo  nomine, 
but  is  termed  a  legate,  for,  as  «a  ambassador  represents, 
the  person  of  his  master,  and  as  the  sanctity  and  inlalli- 
bility  of  his  Holiness  camiot  be  Tepresented,  he  therefore 
cannot  have  what  is  commonly  called  an  ambassador.  To 
sliow,  however,  that  this  legate  is  in  very  truth  the  per- 
sonal representative  of  his  suverergn,  he  is  somettmes 
styled  a  legate  a  latere,  that  is  tu  suy,  he  is  supposed  to  be 
taken,  Qke  otir  imprudent  mother  Eve,  fivm  the  «de  of  his 
k»d  and  oiaster,  sjuI  therefbrc  may  very  properly  be  iden- 
tified with  hiin.    Bo,  too,  if  the  Pope  wishes  to  aend  a 


minister  plenipotentiary  or  oUier  negotiator,  to  any  of  the 
Catholic  princes,  his  beloved  children,  as  it  would  be  quite 
unseemly  for  the  holy  father  (whose  wishes  m\nt  be  com- 
mands to  them)  to  send  to  them  ^ny  officer  whose  very 
title  imports  ne^tiaiion,  his  minister  upon  such  occasion j 
ia  styled  anuncio,  a  mere  mensenprr,  iletnited  to  bear  the 
will  of  the  father  to  these  his  dutiful  cluidren,  which  will, 
to  be  observed,  needs  but  to  be  known.  Now,  as  this  re- 
public is  a  mere  artificnal body;  and  asaround  and  within  it 
there  are  many  who  constantly  distinguish  the  President 
as  their  "great  fi»thcr,"  it  would  not  require  much  in- 
g^nuiw  to  find  out  some  similitude  between  his  office  and 
that  of^  the  Pope.  Then,  as  the  constitution  says  not  one 
word  about  legates  oriuiticios,  all  that  is  necessary  toattalB 
the  detired  end,  would  be  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  com- 
mls^on  with  such  wordst  when,  according  to  this  argu- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  lllintris,  the  President  alone 
would  so  acquire  power  to  do  the  very  act  which  he  is 
forbidden  to  do,  if^  this  blank  wns  filled  by  the  proper 
name. 

[Here  Mr.  KANE  interrupted  Mr.  Tizgwku,  observing 
he  had  not  meant  to  say  that  the  mere  change  of  a  naaie  • 
of  any  public  minister  would  authorize  ihe  President  to 
appoint  one:  but  that  he  had  said  these  commiftioiiers 
were  not  public  ministers  at  nil.  They  were  secret  minis- 
ters or  private  agents,  like  those  formerly  sent  to  South 
America,  or  the  persons  frequently  sent  with  despatches. 
The  appointment  of  rone  of  these  had  ever  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate,  but  was  always  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent alone,  because  such  appointments  were  not  specially 
provided  fbr  in  the  constitution.] 

1  thank  the  gentleman  for  this  cwrection.  I  really  had 
no  idea  that  it  was  his  purpose  to  draw  a  distinction  be- 
tween public  and  secret  ministers.  My  Impression  was, 
that  his  distinction  was  run  between  public  ministers  and 
these  commissioners,  who  were  not  supposed  to  be  pub- 
lic ministers,  because  they  were  not  so  called;  and  I  waa 
about  to  show  that  the  officers  were  the  same,  although 
their  denomination  was  different.  However,  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  has  relieved  me  from  this  trouble.  Let  me 
then  inquire,  whether  his  actual  argument  is  more  con- 
clusive than  that  which  I  had  supposed  him  to  have  used. 

And,  first,  sir,  let  me  ask  my  fi'itnd  from  lilinois,  if  these 
commissioners  were  not  public  but  secret  ministers,  ac- 
cording to  his  sense  of  these  latter  words,  whence  the 
President  and  Senate  together,  much  less  the  President 
alone,  can-derive  the  right  to  appoint  tliem?  The  con- 
stitution gives  to  the  Prerident  the  power  to  nominate, 
and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to 
appoint,  public  ministers:  but  it  would  be  as  difficult,  I 
believe,  to  find  any  authority  in  it  to  appoint  secret  mints- 
tera  who  should  not  be  public  ministers,  as  it  would  be  to 
conceive  the  idea  of  a  private  agent,  appointed  toper- 
form  the  public  duty  of  negotiating  a  trea^,  whieh,  when 
ratified,  is  declared  to  be  the  supreme  law  of  our  land.  1 
pray  we  may  not  confound  the  character  of  the  minister 
with  that  of  the  duty  conferred  upon  him,  or  vAh  the 
mode  in  which  he  may  be  directed  to  perform  hia  duty. 
Doubtless,  under  that  provision  of  the  constitution  which 
authorizes  the  appointment  of  public  ministers,  the  Presi- 
dent, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
may  appoint  such  ministers  secretly.  Tlicy  may  be  in- 
structed to  depart  stcrctly.  They  may  be  accredited 
secretly.  They  may  negotiate  (as  they  generally  do) 
secretly.  Nay,  they  may  conclude  a  secret  treaty,,  whicn 
need  not  be  made  known  until  a  fit  occaadbn  ati»s  to  give 
it  the  effect  of  a  law  by  promulgation.  In  this  sinse,  such 
ministers  may  properly  be  termed  secret  ministtrs;  but 
thty  are  nevertheless  public  ministers.  Because  they  ar« 
the  ministen  of  the  public,  commtssioned  by  its  Govern- 
ment, authorised  to  perform  its  business  and  accountable 
to  the_  public  for  all  their  acts  and  omisnotw  under  their 
conmistfon.  In  one  word,  mar,  they  are  public  uiiustcn 
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Kcretly  appfHiited,  »nd  v'xxh.  secret  instructions,  but  they 
differ  in  noitiing  elK  from  all  other  public  ministen,  inas- 
much as  their  comiaissions  &re  precisely  the  same  in  both 
uses.  Any  other  idewthan  this  would  present  a  subject 
here  of  quite  as  much  mirth  as  the  comic  scene  of  Sheridan, 
in  wUcn  he  dncribes  a  secret  conference  of  two  British 


form  with  every  othen  and  if  you  will  but  consider  its 
effects  and  consequences,  none  can  dpubt  tliat  it  con* 
stituted  them  officers  nf  the  United  States.  Suppose  that 
the  Grand  Seignior,  after  accrediting  these  commissiuners, 
had  sent  them  to  the  Seven  Towers,  must  not  everybody 
admit  that  the  honor  of  this  nation  would  have  obli^d  it  to 


ministers,  in  the  presence  and  hearii^  of  tlie  sentinels  at  resent  the  insult  offered  to  itself  by  aucb  an  indignity  to 
Tilbury  fort,  when  one  tells  to  the  other  as  a  profound  jits  representatives,  protected, as  they  would  have  been,  by 
secret  what  he  declares  the  other  knew  before.  A  secret  .the  public  -law?  Or  suppose  that  any  of  these  commis- 
^ent  created  by  letters  patent  under  the  great  seal,  given  sionera  had  been  bribed,  or  had  been  giiilty  of  any  other 
to  him  to  be  shown,  and  addressed  to  all  whom  it  may  con-  \  high  crime  against  their  faith  and  the  duty  connded  to 
cem.     Hus*  sir,  would  fur  surpass  the  sarcaatic  irony  'them.    Does  any  one  doubt  that  they  might  have  been 


of  the  author  of  "  Tbe  Critic" 

Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  do  not  mean  to  doubt 
the  power  of  tbe  President  to  appoint  secret  agents  when 
and  how  he  pleases;  nor  do  I  mean  to  advance  any  clwm 
on  the  part  of  tbe  Senate  to  participate  in  the  exercise 
of  any  sucli  power,  Asa  simple  individual,  I  would  hum- 


impeached?  And  yet,  forsootii,  they  are  not  officers  of 
the  Ufuted  States,  butmere  secret  agents,  liketlic  bearers 
ofdespatcheBornewspaper^who,  as  we  all  know,  receive 
as  little  consideration  at  home  as  they  are  entitled  to  ex- 
pect abroad. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland,  notwithstanding 


bly  suggest  to  him,  if  1  might  be  permitted  so  to  do,  that  I  he  afiii'ms  this  to  be  exactly  Kke  the  Panama  case,  and 
whenever  he  stands  in  need  of  sccretagents  wlioare  Really  therefore  clear,  yet  endeavors  to  distingvii^  it  a  little,  in 


dengned  to  be  such,  he  had  better  abstain  from  putting 
his  6wn  name  to  the  warrant  given  to  them,  and  never 
permit  it  to  be  autiientlcated  by  the  great  sod.  Such  a 
proceeding  may  sometimes  prove  hazardous,  and  I  think 
would  not  be  very  creditable  to  the  nation  whose  seal  it  is. 
But  as  a  Senator,  IdocUmlurthe  benate,  in  the  language 


order  to  make  it  clearer  than  that,  if  possible.  He  tells 
us  that  one  of  these  commissioners,  Hr.  Rhintl,  was  re- 
gularly appointed  consul  at  Odessa,  by  the  Freitident, 
acting  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  ?iven 
at  our  last  session.  'I  hat  he  being  thus  an  officer  of  the 
United  States,  the  President  might  charge  him  with  what' 


of  the  constitution,  the  right  of  advising  and  consenting  I  evtr  instructions  might  seem  necessary,  even  to  negotiate 


to  tiie  appointment  of  any  and  every  officer  of  tbe  United 
StatM,  no  matter  what  may  be  his-nune,  wliat  bis  duties, 
or  how  he  may  be  instructed  to  perform  tliem.  And  it  is 
only  because  secret  agents  are  not  officers  of  the  United 
States,  but  the  mere  agents  of  the  President,  or  of  his 
Secretaries,  or  of  his  military  or  naval  commanders,  that 
1  disclaim  all  parti<upation  in  their  appointment. 

It  is  this  distinction  between  officers  of  the  Government, 
and  the  mere  agents  of  its  otficers,  which  constitutes  tlie 
striking  difference  between  tlie  cases  referred  to  by  the 
Senator  from  llbncHi,  and  that  now  before  us.  In  this 
case,  these  ccnnmiarionen  were  officers  of  tlie  Viiited 
State*— commisMuned  as  such — authorized  by  that  eom- 
misiaon  to  pledge  our  faith  and  lienor — entitled,  as  tbe 
bearers  of  our  great  seal,  to  be  regarded  every  where 
as  the  representatives  of  the  sovereignty  whose  emblem 
it  is;  and  to  daim  all  the  immunities  accorded  by  the  public 
law  to  such  representatives  of  any  Power  on  earth. 
Whereas  your  aecretagents  in  South  America,  your  bearers 
of  despatches  or  newspapers,  et  id  ottme  gmtu,  nev^r  had 
any  coomusMon — had  no  authority  to  pledge  yoiir  faitli — 
were  never  trusted  with  your  great  seal — and  bad  not  a  sin- 
gle privilege  any  where,  whicli  any  other  individual  citizen 
mignt  not  equally  well  claim.  In  short,  they  wet'e  not 
otfaccrs  of  the  United  States,  but  the  messengen  (either 
special  or  general)  of  their  officers.  Sir,  it  moruties  me 
to  hear  the  high  limctioiiaries  of  tbe  nation  degraded  by 
a  comparison  with  such  gentry  as  these;  and  their  secret 
commisuons  sssimiluted  to  tlie  warrants  of  messengers, 
or  llie  secret  letters  to  spies.  1  know  but  one  of  tliese 
commissioners  personally)  but  of  him  I  will  say,  that  the 
same  lofty  spirit  wluch  refused  to  bring  his  ship  to  Con- 
atauUnople,  unless  with  her  poi-ts  triced  up,  lier  guns 
■bown,  and  her  Aug  and  pcnnaikts  all  abroad,  would  have 
made  him  cast  your  paicmnem  frmn  liim  with  scorn,  if  it 
bad  even  been  hinted  that  it  was  intended  to  constitute 
Vam  U1J  otiicr  than  a  public  minister  of  his  country, 
wiMMe  lienor  and  whose  interest  he  had  so  proudly  sua. 
tallied. 

But,  Mr.  President,  the  question  is  not  wliether  these 
commissioner?  we:-e  what  the  Senator  from  Illinois  calls 
pubhc  ministers,  but  whether  tlicy  were  oflicirn  of  tlie 
Umtcd  Sutes;  for  the  President  may  not  make  an  original 
appointment  of  any  such  officers^  without  the  advice  and 
consent  of  tbe  Semite.  To  dctenmne  this  question,  you 
mutt  toc^  to  their  commisnon.  This  you  find  in  the  same 


a  treaty  with  Turkey.  It  is  so  common  in  this  country 
(where  the  thirst  for  office  is  insatiable)  to  continue  the 
titles  of  Governors  of  States,  and  militia  officers,  to  those 
who  have  once  filled  such  places,  not  only  wherever  they 
may  be,  but  so  long  as  they  live,  that  I  am  not  surprised 
the  Senator  from  Maryland  should  feel  disposed  to  enlarge 
this  custom  a  little;  especially  when  a  barren  name  may 
be  made  the  fruitful  parent  of  so  much  executive  power 
as  he  thus  claims  for  it.  Henceforward,  we  must  not  only 
say,  I  suppose,  that  once  a  consul  and  always  a  consuf^ 
but,  o\»Of  tliat  once  a  consul  any  where,  and  always  a 
consul  every  where.  Nay,  if  it  be  true  that  this  consul 
to  the  Russian  port  of  Odessa  may,  virtute  offidi,  be  me- 
tamorphosed by  the  mere  .instructions  of  the  Preudent, 
or  rather  of  the  f-^cretary  of  State,  into  a  negotiator  at 
Constantinople  of  a  treaty  with  the  Ottom^in  empire,  it 
win  be  very  difficult  to,  find  a  limit  to  consular  functions. 
I'hua,  that  thing  calleil  a  consul,  the  lowest  in  the  diplo- 
matic scale,  without  pay,  power,  or  privilege,  may  be 
converted  into  tlie  most  important  functionary  Uie  United 
States  can  have  abroad.  Sir,  it  would  have  been  a  sub- 
ject worthy  of  Hogarth's  pencil,  I  imagine,  to  have  repre- 
sented the  interview  between  Mf.  Kiiind  and  the  Iteis 
Effendi,  the  proud  representative  of  his  haXighty  sove- 
reign, if,  when  they  first  met  to  exchange  their  powtffs, 
the  "christian  dog"  bad  presented  to  him  a  consular  di- 
ploma to  Odessa,  as  the  equivalent  of  his  full  powers.  It 
would  gratify  me  much  to  bear  from  any  body  what  would 
have  been  the  state  of  the  negotiation,  if,  pendenfe  Hie, 
the  Russian  autocrat  had  revoked  Mr.  Rhind's  exequatur, 
and  so  terminated  his  functions  as  consul  at  Odessa.  But 
suppose  we  might  thus  justify  Mr.  Rhind's  appointment, 
what  is  to  be  said  for  Biddle?  He  was  no  conuil  to 
pdessa,  nor  any  where  else;  nor  did  be  bear  any  diplo- 
matic authority,  save  what  tliia  commisuon.  conferred 
upon  him.  It  is  true  that  he  bore,  and  gallantly  bore, 
the  commission  of  a  post  captain  in  tbe  navy  of  the  United 
States;  but  surely  it  will  not  be  contended  that  a  naval 
or  military  officer  may,  viriute  officii,  be  transformed 
into  a  diplomatic  functionary  of  the  highest  grade,  by 
the  mere  instnictiom  of  a  Secretary  of  State,  or  a  simple 
order  of  the  Pre»dent  alone.  The  officers,  I  am  sure, 
ought  to  object  to  thisf  fbr'if  so  little  ceremony  is  necn- 
sary  in  the  one  case,  as  little  would  be  requinte  in  in 
convcrve;  and  when  naval  officers  may,  by  •  word  from 
the  Prendcnt.  or  his  Secretariei^  be  conrerted  into  pubfie 
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ministen  to  negotiate  treaties  the  latter,  hy  a  process 
equally  summary,  may  be  made  the  commanders  of  our 
fleets  and  armies. 

But  the  President  himself  has  answered  this  argument. 
He  did  not  suppose  that  orders  and  instruclions  alone 
would  authorize  consuls,  post  csuitnins,  or  any  body  else, 
to  mate  treaties.  He  knew  well  that  a  plenipotentiary 
commission  was  requisite,  and  therefore  granted  these 
**  letters  patent"  for  that  very  purpose.  Nor  will  he,  I 
shiMtld  think,  feel  nuich  obliged  to  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Maryland,  for  the  imputation  necessarilv  implied  in 
tills  argument,  the  sum  and  substance  of  wKicI)  is,  that 
meaning  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  Turlfty,  mid  to  conceal 
this  his  object  from  the  Senate,  the  President  nominated 
to  them,  as  a  mere  consul  to  Odessa,  liim  whom  he  had  ap- 
pwnted  a  minister  plenipotentiary  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  President,  there  is  one  more  argument  which  I  sec 
J  have  to  answer,  and  tlien  I  will  have  done  with  this  part 
of  the  subject.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Kaxb]  tells  me  tliat  I  come  too  latet  that  the  Senate  have 
already  advised  the  ratification  of  the  treaty;  and,  by  so 
doing,  have  approved  the  appointment  of  the  ministers 
who  negotiated  it.  Thertfore,  t  am  now  estopped  to  urge 
any  objection  to  these  appointments.  For  my  particular 
emancipation  from  tliis  supposed  estoppel,  1  appeal  to 
the  knowledge  of  all  my  brethren  of  the  Senate,  who 
have  heard  my  protestations,  and  witnessed  my  continual 
claim  to  the  right  which  is  now  souglit  to  be  barred  by 
Uiis  strange  limitation.  Nor  can  I  permit  this  argument, 
as  applied  to  the  Senate,  to  pass  unnoticed.  As  doctnne 
it  is  not  correct,  however  certain  it  may  be  as  fact. 

I  come  too  late.  I  stand  here  to  vindicate  the  sanctity 
of  the  constitution  which  has  beetl  violated — to  assert  the 
high  privileges  of  this  body  which  have  been  infringed; 
and  here,  even  here,  in  this  iu  very  ball,  1  am  told  by  one 
of  its  honorable  members,  that  I  come  too  late!  1  know 
it,  arj  I  do  come  too  late.  "  'Tis  trucj  and  pity  'tis,  'tin 
ti-ue."  Bui  it  is  only  true  as  fact,  and  not  as  doctrine,  1 
cannqt  undo  what  has  been  done*  or  prevent  the  woumi 
that  has  been  already  inflicted — for  tliis,  I  do  come  too 
]ste.  But  I  do  not  come  too  late  to  warn  those  who  sent 
me  here,  that  their  coiistitutioo  has  been  violated.  1  do 
not  come  too  late  to  satisfy  those  with  whom  I  uia  here 
associated,  that  theii'  chartered  rights  have  been  impaired. 
1  do  not  come  too  late  to  heal  those  wounds  which  ought 
not  to  have  been  inflicted,  or  to  strive  to  prevent  the  re- 
petition of  such  ii^iuies  in  future. 

Nor  does  the  estoppel  which  has  been  relied  upon, 
constitute  even  a  just  technical  objection  to  the  assertion 
of  the  high  privileges  which  1  have  proposed  to  maintiun. 
There  is  no  connexion  between  the  ratification  of  a  treaty, 
and  the  appointment  of  the  persons  commissioned  lo  ne- 

Sotiate  it,  except  what  concerns  the  foreign  State.  To 
le  Grand  Seignior  we  need  not,  we  must  not  say,  that  we 
ratify  the  treaty  concluded  with  liim,  but  deny  tlic  au- 
thority of  the  persons  appointed  by  ourselves  to  ncgt>tiate 
it  It  would  be  idle,  nay,  it  would  be  base  to  do  so;  fcr 
he  wouMhold  up  to  us  the  "full  power"  granUd  to  these 
negotiators  by  our  o»-n  Chief  Magistrate,  under  the  sacred 
seal  of  our  own  nation.  This,  indeed,  we  are  estopped 
to  deny  to  himi  nor  would  it  comport  with  the  character 
of  our  people,  to  suffer  any  other  earthly  sovereign  to  pass 
npontliequcstionraisediastoitsmisuse.  ButIiere,athomc, 
it  seems  somewliat  pandoxical  to  ny  that  we  may  not 
doty  to  ourselves  that  which  it  is  affirmed  by  ourselves 
that  ourselves  have  done.  '  This  would  be  a  most  extra- 
or^nary  estoppel  indeed. 

Short  as  is  our  history,  it  nevertheless  furnishes  several 
examples  of  ministers  who.have  exceeded  their  insti-iic- 
tions,  and  of  officers  who  have  violated  tiieir  orders.  Kea- 
■ons  of  policy  have  induced  the  Government  to  adopt  some 
of  these  acts,  and  to  justify  othei-slo  foreign  &tates.  But, 
until  now,  it  has  nerer  tieen  supposed  by  any,  (hat  these 


reasons  of  State  policy  were  of  sufficient  force  to  preclude 
all  inquiry  into  the  breaches  of  our  own  laws,  much  leas 
into  the  violations  of  our  constitution  itself.  A  trei>ty  ia 
ratified,  no  matter  how  or  by  whom  concludetl,  when- 
ever it  is  believed  to  be  promotive  of  the  public  good. 
But  if  this  ratification  necessariiy  implies  a  justification  of 
a  violation  of  the  constitution,  in  tlie  appomtment  of  the 
negotiators!  and  if  hy  such  ratification  we  are  estopped  to 
deny  this,  titen,  indeed,  has  the  time  come,  when  our 
opinion  of  the  general  weliare  is  the  substitute  for  the  re- 
quirements of  the  charter. 

But  how  does  tliis  question  come  befoi  c  us?  An  amend- 
ment to  an  appropriation  bill  is  here  proposed,  the  object 
of  which  amendment  is  to  autliorize  the  expenditure  of 
more  of  the  public  revenue  titan  was  contemplated  by  the 
other  liouae,  where  the  bill  originated.  If  this  amend- 
ment obtains,  the  bill  so  amended  must  be  sent  back  for 
the  approval  of  the  House  of  Beprescutatlvcs.  When 
there,  who  will  he  hardy  enough  to  affirm  that  tlKse  coii> 
stitutional  g\iardiaiis  of  the  money  et'  the  people  are 
estopped  from  inquiring  into  Oie  fitne!^  of  granting  what 
may  be  asked,  ar.d  of  the  mode  in  which  the  grant  should 
be  m:uie  ?  Such  an  affirmation  would  he  carr)  ing  tlie  claim 
of  Executive  pow  er  lo  an  exU  nt  never  helore  beaid  of. 
Yet  it  must  be  conceded  on  all  hands,  that  the  power  of 
the  Senate  over  this  appropriation  bill  is  predsely  the 
same,  neither  greater  nor  less,  tlipnlhnt  of  the  other  House. 
What  then  becomes  of  this  doctrine  of  estoppels,  urged 
upon  the  Senate  to  )>revcnt  the  a&strtion  of  Uieir  constitu- 
tional rights' 

Mr.  President,  I  have  now  done  with  this  part  of  the 
E(tb^«ct;  and  I  will  dctiun  ^du  but  a  few  moments  in  ex- 
amnting  the  second  question.  In  discusung  this,  1  am 
obliged  to  concede,  gratia  argument!,  tltat  tlie  President, 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  might  lawfully  have  in- 
stituted this  mission,  by  making  these  ori^nai  appoint- 
ments. Yet,  granting  this,  I  nevertheless  coritenti  that 
it  was  his  bounden  duty  to  have  sul>mitLed  lo  the  Senate, 
at  their  next  session,  the  temporary  appointment  of  tltcsit; 
ministers.  I  liave  not  heaixl  a  single  suggestion  even 
whispered,  in  excuse,  much  less  in  justification  of  this 
omission,  except  tlie  fact  supposed  by  tlie  hgntmble 
Senator  from  lllinoLi,  which  he  must  pardon  me  for  cajr- 
ing,  whether  it  Duty  be  as.  supposed  or  not,  does  itot,  in 
any  way,  alter  the  case.  Nay,  this  solitary  argument 
itself  inaplies,  that  if  the  &ct  be  not  as  is  supposed,  this 
omission  has  no  defence. 

My  friend  from  Illinois  says,  and  saf  s  very  ti  ulyj  that 
if  the  commission  granted  by  the  President  to  these  min- 
isters, on  the  I2tli  day  of  September,  1829,  was  properly 
granted,  it  would  have  continued  in  full  force  until  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  the  Senate,  thatis  to  sa^,  until 
the  Slst  of  May,  1830;  and  this  without  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  lie  then  argues  tliat  the  treaty 
was  concluded  on  the  7tl)  of  May,  1830,  whereupon  these 
ministers  became  fundi  ojgidii,  ceased  to  be  the  oSiccra 
of  the  Government,  and  therefore  it  would  Itavc  been 
quite  i(Ue  and  umiecesaary  for  the  Preadeut  to  have 
nominated  them  to  tlie  Senate. 

Now,  if  all  this  sliould  be  granted,  it  constitutes  no  jus- 
tification to  the  Executive,  because  it  is  obviously  an 
afterthought  that  could  not  have  occurred  to  them  until 
long  aAer  the  session  of  tlie  Senate.  If  Washington  and 
Constantinople,  instead  of  being  separated  as  lliey  are  hy 
two  seas,  were  connected  by  a  railroad,  along  wnich  the 
conveyance  might  be  as  rapid  as  between  Liverpool  and 
Haneliester,  the  intelligence  of  any  event  occurring  in 
the  'IXiikMi  capital,  on  the  7th  of  May,  could  not  be  com- 
municated much  beyond  the  Western  islands  by  the  Slat 
of  that  month.  Then  the  demand  is  of  an  impossibility, 
which  would  Imve  us  suppose  that  the  Executive  knew  of 
the  cooduaion  of  Uiis  treaty,  and  therefore  did  not  make 
the  nominations  of  theK  miniBters  to  the  Senate  during; 
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their  last  aesnon.  And  the  question  ts  to  be  tried,  not  hy 
the  fact,  but  by  their  knowledge  of  it.  1  pray  the  Senate 
to  notice  the  various  and  contnidictory  modes  resorted  to 
fbrenlarving  the  power  of  the  Executive.  If  Mr.  Rhind 
had  £ea  on  the  7th  of  Hay,  and  it  had  been  judged  ex- 
pedient to  fill  up  the  vacancy  bappeninr  by  his  death, 
all  i^ree  that  Ae-  Prerident  mi^t  properly  have  done  so 
durinrthe  last  recess.  Because,  although  this  eVenthap- 
penecC  it  could  not  have  been  known  here  during  the  last 
session  of  the  Senate.  But  if  Mr.  Rhind  makes  a  treahf 
on  the  same  day,  this  after-discovered  fact,  although  equal- 
ly unknown  to  the  President  when  the  Senate  acQoumed, 
is  urged  to  justify  him  for  not  laying  Mr.  Rhind^  appoint- 
ment before  the  Senate  at  their  last  session,  althou^  tliis 
^pointment  was  made  here  ([and  therefore  veil  known) 
eignt  mon^  before  that  sesanon  terminated. 

Is  it  a  fact,  however,  that  this  treaty  was  concluded  on 
the  7th  of  May?  It  ia  true  the  instrument  bears  tliat  date; 
but  we  all  know  that  it  could  not  have  been  then  con- 
cluded. Because  it  is  absolutely  certain  that  two  of  the 
commisBonerv  had  not  then  reached  Constantinople;  and 
tha^  withouttheir  approbation,  even  the  Turkish  Govern* 
ment  would  not  consent  to  consider  the  projet  as  a  treaty 
concluded.  When  then  was  it  concluded?  Certainly  not 
■o  late  as  the  29th  of  May.  Because  we  have  on  our 
files  a  letter  of  that  date,  written  by  one  of  these  commis- 
sioners to  another,  urging  many  arguments  to  induce  him 
to  sign  it.  On  the  neit  day,  (the  3(Hh,)  another  commis- 
aoner  writes  to  the  Secretai^  of  State,  saying  that  he 
had  that  day  signed  the  treaty^  but  there  is  no  evidence 
befiire  the  Senate,  showing  when  it  was  si^ed  by  his  as- 
sociate!. 

Suppose,  however,  that  it  was  signed  byallth^  commis- 
noners  on  or  before  the  30th  of  May.  'Hie  instruments 
were  still  to  be  exchanged,  before  t!ie  business  of  the  ne- 
gotiation could  be  concluded;  and  we  have  the  strongest 
presumptive  evidence  that  thia  was  not  dOne  on  that  day, 
m  the  ract  apparent  upon  our  own  journals,  that  the  30tli 
of  l^Iay  last  was  Sunday.  Kow  does  any  man  believe  tliat 
these  ■ministers  of  a  christian  people  would  have  thus  pub- 
ficlv  profiuted  the  christian  sabbath,  at  a  Mahometan  court, 
ami  under  the  view  of  all  the  ministers  of  the  Powers  of 
Christendom  there  convened?  I  do  not  put  this  even  upon 
the  ground  of  their  christian  faith,  but  upon  the  ground 
of  national  pride  and  national  honor,  always  involved  in 
tlie  conduct  of  the  nation's  ministers.  My  life  upon  it, 
there  is  one  of  these  conunissioners,  who  would  have  wil- 
lii^y  suffered  even  impaling,  before  he  would  have  so 
degraded  himself  and  tus  country  in  the  eyes  of  all  chris- 
teodom.  But  if  this  work  was  not  completed  on  the  30th 
May,  it  could  not  have  been  done  until  the  Slst;  and  on 
the  morning  of  this  day,  our  journals  show  that  the  S»nale 
adjourned.  Now,  whether  the  exchange  of  the  treaties, 
(if  made  on  tliat  day,)  or  the  adjournment  of  the  Senute, 
took  place  first,  is  a  question  which  I  will  leave  to  be  de- 
cidol  by  those  who  can  better  calculate  the  difference  of 
lc»igitude,  and  who  may  know  more  of  the  etiquette  of 
the  Turkish  court  than  t  do.  Tliis  Is  done  the  more  rea- 
d!^,  because  I  am  satisfied  that  the  work  was  not  com- 
pleted until  the  let  of  June.  For  1  find  a  letter  of  that 
date  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  enciOBing  a  copy 
of  the  treaty,  and  giving  the  first  intelligence  uf  its  con- 
clusion; and  I  take  it  for  granted  that  these  commissioners 
would  have  lost  no  time  in  communicating  to  their  Govern- 
ment the  consummation  of  fliis  tedious  affur. 

Let  H  be,  however,  that  the  treaty  was  concluded  at  any 
time  gentlemen  please.  Did  the  ministers  cease  to  he 
such  the  moment  their  work  was  done?  Will  the  "sala- 
ries'* proposed  to  be  allowed  to  them  cease  at  that  time? 
Were  they  not  entitled  to  the  common  {ii-ivilege  of  a  mem- 
ber of  Coygrcss,  or  even  of  a  witness  eundo  moAendo  et 
redeundo?  I  pray,  sir,  that  we  may  not  continue  to  per- 
plex ourselvea,  by  confounding  the  officer  with  his  duties. 


These  commissioners  were  ministers  before  they  began  ts 
negotiate — they  were  ministers  throughout  the  negotia- 
tion; and  ministers  they  continued  to  be,  at  least  while  they 
remained  at  the  Turkish  court,  whether  engaged  in  per- 
forming the  special  service  for  which  tliey  were  deputed, 
or  otherwise.  The  immunities  conferred  upon  them  by 
the  public  law  attach  not  to  the  duty  to  be  performed,  but 
the  office  created  by  the  comniis-tion  for  its  performance- 
The  Sultan  would  have  offended  just  as  much  against  the 
Uw,  by  Buffering  indignity  to  be  ofl'ered  to  any  of  these 
ministers  after  the  treaty  was  concluded,  as  before;  as 
much  if  the  negotiation  had  never  commenced,  or  been 
broken  off,  as  if  it  had  continued.  But  we  know  that 
these  commissioners  remuned  at  Constantinople  certainly 
until  the  8th  of  June,  for  we  have  upon  our  files  ofliciat 
letters  of  tliat  date,  written  by  them  at  that  place.  Then 
what  becomes  of  tiiis  vindication,  rested  as  it  is  upon 
unknown  events,  occurring  at  some  doubtful  period  of 
time } 

Mr.  Ptesldent,  my  strengtli  is  almost  gone,  and  your 
patience  must  be  at  least  as  much  exhausted,  yet  a  few 
words  more — I  hope  they  may  be  the  last  witli  whicli  I 
shall  have  occasion  to  trouble  you.  For  many  years  have 
I  watched  the  workings  of  this  Government,  and  have  seen 
it  steadily  advancing  to  that  condition  to  which  our  most 
sagacious  statesmen  long  ago  predicted  it  must  one  day 
come.  Occasional  obstructions  to  its  onward  motion  have 
sometimes  cheered  me  with  the  hope  tliat  these  predic- 
tions would  not  be  verified.  Nor  will  I  ever  part  with 
this  hope,  wliile  this  body  remains  true  to  itself,  and  faith* 
fid  to  the  States  whose  sovereignties  are  here  represented. 
But  what  I  have  seen  and  heard  of  late,  is  not  well  calcu- 
lated to  cherish  hope.  The  time  ia  not  far  distant,  nay,  it  is  at 
hand,  when  the  theoretic  maxim  of  the  British,  law  will 
become  a  practical  rule  for  the  American  people.  The 
English  jurists  tell  lis  thut  "UieKing  can  do  no  wrong," 
and  soon  may  we  expect  lo  hear  tliis  fiction  oT  the  British 
Government  transferred  to  ours,  as  a  solemn  truth  affirmed 
of  our  President.  I  wish  wo  may  be  able  to  introduce 
with  this  principle  the  corrective  it  finils  in  the  Govern- 
ment fr&m  whence  it  is  borrowed.  Tliere,  although  the 
King  can  do  no  wrong,  his  ministers  are  responsible  for 
all  the  bad  advice  tliey  give  hitn. 

In  the  instance  before  us,  I  am  willing  to  believe  that  , 
the  President  has  not  knowingly  violated  the  constitution, 
or  designed  to  impair  the  rights  of  the  Senate,  or  deured 
to  usurp  for  himself  the  entire  and  absolute  control  over 
all  appointments,  although  such  cei-tainly  is  the  effect  of 
his  acts.  In  tlie  mode  in  which  business  of  this  kind  is 
done,  as  we  all  know,  many  circumstances  may  have  ex- 
isted, to  absolve  the  President  from  all  design  to  exert 
any  such  power  as  has  been  here  put  in  practice,  in  order 
to  produce  such  effects.  But  what  must  we  say  of  his 
ministers,  the  bouiiden  duly  of  some  of  whom  it  is,  to 
present  to  him  the  facts  as  they  know  them  to  be.  Of 
his  cabinet,  four  were  members  of  this  body  during  the 
memorable  Panama  discussion.  One  of  them  (the  Secre- 
tary' of  the  Navy)  was  the  mover  of  tlie  resolution  decla- 
ratory of  our  rights,  and  denying  to  the  President  the 
power  then  claimed,  and  here  exercised.  Another  of 
them  (the  Sccrctiiry  of  State)  stood  by  my  side  in  that 
debate,  the  able  advocate  of  those  rights,  eloquently  de. 
nouncing  the  claim  of  power  then  prefemed,  as  but  a  part 
of  a  long  settled  svstcm  covertly  to  increase  the  influence 
and  patronage  of  the  Executive.  And  all  four  united 
with  me  in  the  vote  ^ven  upon  that  occaaon.  Surround- 
ed by  such  advisers,  if  no  voice  was  raised  to  admonish 
him,  if  no  friendly  caution  was  given  to  him  by  any  of 
tliose  whose  opinion  upon  this  subject  was  so  well  known, 
and  one  of  whom  had  in  his  own  office  a  full  representa- 
tion of  all  the  fUcts  existing  in  Uie  case,  it  ought  not  to 
be  matter  of  much  astonishment,  if  the  President  should 
Iwve  regarded  It  as  one  of  common  occurrenccijand  the 
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omissloa  to  lay  the  appointments  before  the  Senate  at  their 
nest  session  may  possibly  have  been  accidental.  I  know 
not  how  this  matter  stands;  but  tliis  I  know,  that  if  such  a 
representation  had  ever  been  made  to  the  Senate,  I  should 
ne\-er  hare  been  heard  to  censure  mere  oversights,  or 
acts  of  any  kind  unconscioody  done.  When  fa<morab1e 
Senators,  however,  instead  of  excusng,  seek  to  justify 
what  has  been  done,  and  this  too  by  such  arguments  as 
we  have  heard,  which,  if  sound,  must  suffice  toperpetu> 
ate  tliis  power,  the  case  assumes  a  very  different  aspect 
indeed.  Under  this  different  aspect  I  have  been  obliged 
to  consider  it. 

For  thus  regarding  it,  I  know  well  what  I  am  to  en- 
counter.  I  have  seen  the  writing  on  the  wall.  I  know 
the  finger  by  wliich  it  is  inscribed,  it  needs  no  Daniel  to 
interpret  it.  But,  sir,  it  is  my  consolation  to  know,  that 
the  balance  in  which  I  shall  be  weighed,  will  never  be 
held  by  any  executive  officer  of  this  Government,  be  he 
whom  he  may.  They  wlio  sent  me  here,  placed  me  as  a 
warder  on  the  watch-tower,  to  warn  of  the  approach  of 
danger.  I  will  not  play  the  shepherd's  boy,  ana  cnr  out 
when  there  is  none.  But  when  the  danger  stands  confessed 
before  me,  come  it  in  what  '*  questionable  shape**  it  may, 
I  will  do  my  duty.  That  duty  is  now  done,  Hr(  to  what 
ciKl,  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  will  decide. 

Mr.  KANB'  replied  briefly  to  some  of  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Tazewell. 

Mr.  WOODBUKY next  rose,  andobsen-ed,  Ihathisome 
respects  his  position  resembled  the  gentleman^s  from  New 
JerMyt  but  m  certain  particulars  they  differed.  He  [Mr. 
W.  ]  had  not  spoken  at  all,  nor  votecl  on  the  resolution  of 
1826,  so  as  to  commit  himself  on  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  make  known  public  and  regular  diplomaUc  ap- 
pointments without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
But  on  that  subject  he  then  formed  decisive  opinions, 
which  still  -remained  unchanged;  and  if  that  resolution  had 
not  been  laid  upon  the  table,  contrary  to  his  vote,  he 
would  have  placed  those  opinions  on  our  legislative  re- 
cords. He  should  not  now,  for  a  moment,  hesitate  to 
avow  that  those  opinions,  so  far  as  regarded  the  con- 
struction of  the  constitution  on  that  point,  went  the  whole 
length  of  what  had  been  detailed  by  the  Senator  from 
Virginia.  On  that  point,  however  much  they  might  dif- 
fer on  other  points,  he  agreed  with  him  throughout,  en- 
tirely. 

~  Mr.  W.  said  he  never  supposed  that  the  enumeration 
of  ministers,  judges,  8tc.  in  tne  constitution  gave  power 
to  appoint  any  particular  minister  or  judge,  tiU  a  law  or  a 
snecific  appropriation  created  a  particular  office;  and  that 
then  the  President's  power,  as  well  as  our  own  in- such 
cases,  commenced,  we  acting  with  him  as  to  future  vacan- 
cies during  the  session  of  Congress,  and  he  acting  alone, 
if  he  chooses,  as  to  ^-acancies  during  our  recess,  so  as  to 
appoint  until  the  close  of  the  ensuing  session,  This  was 
the  fair  and  safe  construction.  He  should  not  now  dwell 
on  the  exceptions  tq  this  general  principle,  nor  upon  its 
various  limitations.  The  Itonr  was  too  Inte,  and  the  ques- 
tion too  irrelevant  to  the  real  inquiry  now  before  the  Se- 
nate. That  inquiry  was,  in  his  opmion,  d  very  narrow 
one.    If  the  House  would  spare  him  a  minute  on  the  true 

Question  in  issue,  he  would  endeavor  to  satisfy  them  that 
le  difficulty  was  wholly  one  of  form  rather  than  sub- 
stance, and  that  the  amendment  of  his  friend  from  Illinois 
would,  he  hoped,  remove  even  the  objection  of  form. 

What  was  the  fear  of  the  gentlemiui  from  Virginia^ 
That  by  voting  for  the  present  appropiiation  he  might 
seem  to  sanction  what  in  1826  he  and  all  of  U8,  who  then 
thought  with  him,  gloried  in  having  disapproved.  We 
all  still  disapprove  of  it.  But  he  [Mr.  Tazewbli.]  dis- 
tinctly ad.nitted  that  a  compensation  oii^ht  to  be  made  to 
the  agents  to  an  extent  equn'alcnttotheir  services,  though 
their  appointments  may  hnvc  been  irregular  from  mis- 
take, prcRffdent,  -or  otherwise.    Tnie,  ac  wished  it  to 


originate  in  the  other  House,  and  to  be  included  in  a  se- 
parate bill.  Now,  it  was  well  known,  the  treaty  was  not 
ratiBed,  and  Uie  business  concluded,  till  after  the  appro- 
priation bill  was  reported  in  the  other  House4  and  in  such 
case  it  was  usual  to  insert  claims  here.  It  was  also  pro- 
per and  manly  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
though  censured  for  it,  to  recommend  the  compensation 
to  the  old  agents  under  the  last  adnunistratton  as  well  as  to 
tile  new  agents.  What  then  is  the  whole  diffi-rence,  con> 
cetUiig,  a  moment,  for  argtiment,  that  these  appointments 
were  irregular?  Is  it  whetlier  you  shall  pay  iKem  in  a  ic- 
parate  bill,  or  in  the  general  appropriation  bill?  And  this 
also  at  a  late  period  in  our  session,  when  a  separate  biU 
could  not  probably  be  originated  and  passed  in  the  usual 
course  of  busness.  It  resalves  itself  then  entirety  into  a 
question  of  form.  Every  advantage  to  be  obtained  by  a 
separate  bill  can  he  secured  here.  We  can  here,  as  In 
such  a  bill,  limit  the  sum  to  the  supposed  benefit  derived 
to  the  public  from  the  services  of  each  agent,  or  leave  it 
to  be  apportioned  by  the  President.  If,  m  our  opinion, 
the  services  of  any  have  been  already  amply  pud,  or  were 
useless  to  the  country,  we  can  here  exclude  them.  But 
all  must  admit,  that,  so  far  as  the  MHUitzy  has  profited  br 
then-  exertions,  so  far  they  ought  in  sonte  way  to  be  paid, 
whether  their  appointments  were  regular  or  irr^lar. 
In  making  the  compensation,  whether  in  this  or  a  sepa- 
rate bill,  we  could  eq\ially  avoid  the  other  difficulty  o€ 
using  language  calculated  to  express  an  opinion  on  tlie  ir- 
regularity of^their  app<»ntmentB.  He  was  anxious  as  any 
bwy  to  avoid  inconastency,  and  to  relieve  any  gentleman 
from  any  set  of  words  such  as  charges,  outfits,  £c.,  which 
might  seem  to  imply  an  expressed  opinion  that  these 
agents  were  regidar  charges,  commiasionen,  or  any  otiier 
class,  by  whatever  name,  of  public  or  accredited  diplo- 
matic oncers.  On  this  point  he  deemed  it  embarrassing 
and  uitnecessary  to  go  into  any  subtle  investigations.  The 
present  administration  hwl  only  followed  the  steps  of  the 
past  one  in  sending  agents  to  Constantinople.  If  a  part 
of  the  Senate  deemed  ihem  legal  and  constitutional  ap- 
pointments of  public  regular  i^nts,  as  nude  to  fill  va- 
cancies, thev  could  vote  for.  the  appropriation  on  that 
ground,  if  a  portion  deemed  them  not  such  appoint- 
ments, but  private  informal  agents,  equally  legal  and  equal- 
ly constitutional,  tliey  would  vote  for  the  appropriation 
on  that  ground.  If  others  deemed  them  to  belong  to 
ncitlier  of  these  classes,  they  might  vote  fiir  it  on  the 
hroad  ground  before'  mentioned,  and  which  the  Senator 
from  Vii^nia  concedes,  that  1%  having  reaped  adwiUges 
from  their  services,  they  are  willing  to  bestow  on  them  a 
quid  pro  quo,  or  a  quantum  menut.  As  the  amendment 
offered  by  his  friend  on  the  right,  lef\  no  implication  of  a 
specific  opinion  on  these  questions,  it  was  the  most  pre- 
ferable, and  should  receive  his  support.  It  avoided  a 
useless  controversy;  it  relinquished  no  power  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  and  opened  no  door  te  danger  or  encriMh- 
ment. 

For  himself,  he  always  believed  that  the  President  could 
appoint  seci-et,  informal,  diplomatic  agents,  without  our 
advice,  and  pay  them  out  of  the  contingent  fund.  By  this 
amendment,  we  only  increased  that  fund  to  meet  this  new 
and  unusual  burden  of  the  Turkish  negotiation  by  such 
agents;  and  one  which  all,  probably,  admitted  to  be  a  just 
burden  on  the  treasury  in  some  shape  or  other.  Over  that 
fund,  to  its  wht^  extent,  the  President  alone  exercises  a 
sotmd  discretion,  both  as  to  the  individuals  emplc^ed,  and 
the  amount  of  their  salaries,  whether  $500  or  $5,000  a  year. 
-Both  Houses  of  Con^fress  have  deemed  it  wise  and  consti- 
tutional to  place  in  his  hanfls,  and  his  hands  alone,  a  pow- 
to  appoint  and  expend  to'that  extent;  and  if  he  exceeds 
it,  no  remuneration  can  be  had  without  our  subsequent 
approbation.  The  agents  thus  employed  have  no  fixed 
public  diplomatic  powers.  They  are  not  impeachable  aa 
officcra.    They  cannot  commit  either  House  of  Congress 
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vidKnt  oar  aubsecment  aMent.  They  e«li  make  no  tro' 
ties  without  oiir  imMeqaent  content.  It  is  the  President 
and  Senate  who  make  treatiea,  who  give  them  validity, 
and  not  the  dnu|^tsincn  or  wgnera^  whcAer  they  be  re- 

Silar  or  Irrepilar  agents.  No  danger  could  acerue  from 
'a  Tiev  or  Ezeeutire  powers.  The  doing^s  of  agents, 
appointed  wiihfiot  oiir  adrice,  m  making- treaties*  whether 
hi  the  scflsion  or  durin|p  the  reeeai  of  Congress,  may  or 
may  not  be  approred  by  us  in  the  ratification,  and  may  or 
may  not  be  approved  by  tlic  two  Houses  of  Congress 
in  sabsequent  appropriations  to  carry  the  treaties  into 
effect.  In  the  case  of  the  Florida  treaty,  made  by  Mr. 
Adams,  without  his  nomination  being  submitted  to  the 
Senate,  « e  not  only  approved  the  treaty,  but  Congress 
afterwards  appropnated  fire  millions  to  earry  it  into  effect. 
The  late  AiUtrUn  treaty  was  made  in  the  same 'way  by  the 
present  Secretary  of  State;  and,  if  either  of  the  agenU 
on  the  part  of  the  Ctuted  States  had  a  commisaon  under 
the  broad  seal  or  the  narrow  sea],  they  had  it  without  con- 
sulting tlie  Senate.  It  was  not  intended)  any  more  than 
in  this  case,  to  give  them  the  character  uf  public  diplo* 
matK:  officers,  but  of  mere  temporaiy  agfentawith  special 
powers.  Ilttar  ad^tional  pay  hkewne,  if  tney  haa  any, 
was  either  from  the  secret  ra-  fWrni  the  eontincent  fiinu. 

He  differed,  however,  from  hit  friends  who  had  spoken 
on  the  same  side,  as  totlte  imperative  effect  of  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  by  us,  as  imposing  an  obligation  to  pay 
the  i^nts  at  all  events.  We  ratified  the  trea^,  because 
we  deemed  it  beneficial:  certunly  that  was  his  opinion. 
But  the  i^nts,  or  some  of  them,  might  appear  to  us  to 
have  been  so  little  tUeful  in  the  negotiation,  as  to  justify 
no  eompenaatioQ  on  the 'ground  of  a  qumlum  mmtit. 
When  the  President  employed  and  paid  tiiem  out  of  the 
continent  fund,  he  slone  exercised  a  discretion  on  this, 
and  went  into  those  considerations,  unless  he  -had  before 
made  with  them  specific  contracts  as  to  the  amount  of 
their  compensation.  But,  when  we  were  called  on  to  ap- 
propriate anew,  and  in  a  specific  or  general  form,  for  this 
object,  we  had  tiie  power  to  affix  any  reasuniible  limits  to 
that  appropria^n.  Here  we  proposed  to  add  to  the  ge- 
neral contingent  fund  only  fifteen  thousand  dollan^  leav- 
ing the  President,  within  that  sum,  to  exercise  h'lt  own 
discretion,  and  make  sach  discriminations  a»  justice  re- 
quired. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  rose  to  addressthe  Senate,  but,  after 
a  few  words,  he  ^ve  way  fSor  a  motion  to  i^oumj  and 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


WsnirxsiiAT,  FsBRrAiiT  23. 
THE  TURKISH  COMMISSION. 
The  Senate  having  again  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the'  amendment  propoMd  to  the  general  approptiation 
bill  by  Mr.  Tazbwilk, 

Hr.  LIVINGSTON  rose,  and  addressed  the  Senate  as 
fi^ows: 

A  just  diffidence  of  my  power  to  impresa  upon  others 
4w  fbroe  of  coAHderations  which  guide  me  in  fomui^  my 
own  opinion,  has  generally  induced  me  to  be  nlent,  mien 
in  any  debate  others  bad  expressed  tlie  reasons  which 
were  to  govern  my  vote.  My  r'aatig  to  address  you  now, 
Mr.  PresideDt,  is  no  departure  from  this  nUe.  Dissent- 
ing in  every  particular  from  the  doctrines  on  which  a  most 
grave  accusation  has  been  madet  feeling  it  a  du^  to  re- 
fute that  accusation,  on  grounds  and  for  reasons  which 
have  not  been  expressed  by  6then,  1  must  rehtetantly 
ask  the  attention  of  tiie  Senate  wMIe  I  endetvor  to  per- 
fbrm  this  duty. 

Sir,  the  Senator  from  Virginia  has,  in  the  most  unquali- 
fied terms,  characterized  this  whole  transaction,  from  its 
very  outset  to  its  conclusion,  as  a  lawless,  imconstitutional 
usurpation  of  power  on  the  part  of  the  Prendent;  and 
the  acquiescence  in  it  which  he  says  will  be  involved  in 
Vol.  VH— Ifi 


our  adoption  of  the  amendment,  a  partitipatiW  in  the 
acts  thus  denounced,  ajj^ravated  by  a  base  sorrender  of 
rights,  which  are  vested  m  us  by  the  constitution.  I  re- 
peat, sir,  literally,  the  charge.  He  haa  added,  that  it  is 
groMS  palpable,  to  be  justified  by  no  construction  of  the 
letter  cff  the  constitution,  nor  excused  by  its  spirit)  that* 
with  respect  to  the  Fre^dent,  the  act  is  done,  the  sacri- 
fice is  ccmsummated{  but  that,  on  our  part%  ve  may  yet 
avoid  the  sacrilegious  guilt  of  violating  the  coratitution,  by 
voting'  with  him  for  striking  out  the  appropriation.  We 
have  yet  this  resource.  But,  in  a  tone  at  once  admonitory 
and  menacing,  we  are  told  that  there  is  no  other  escapej 
we  stand  on  the  brink;  another  step,  and  we  are  lost,  en- 
gulphed,  with  t!»e  President  and  his  advisers,  in  the  sune 
abyss  of  political  profligacy  and  ruin. 

Sir,  I  wish  fhr  no  escape.  If  I  ^rired  one,  I  ootild 
find  it  beMnd  tiie  reasoning  of  the  Senator  lUmself.  He 
moves  to  strike  out  the  appropriation,  because  it  provides 
fbr  an  outfit,  and  because  it  calls  those  who  inade  the 
treaty  commissioners.  Yet  he  is  willing  to  pay  the  whole 
nym — ayl  and  a  much  greater,  a»  much  as  any  member 
may  deem  a  sufficient  remuneration;  he  will  be  not  only 
just,  but  generous.  Why  will  he  do  tUs?  Why,  as  a 
guardian  of  the  pubHc  treasure  as  well  as  of  tfie  constihi- 
tion— why  will  he  open  it  to  these  persons*  Undoubtedly, 
because  he  thinks  tney  have  rendered  aservicei  but  m 
what  manner?  in  what  capacity^  Cleariy,  innootherthan 
that  of  making  a  treaty,  and  fa  comnuanoners.  Then,  I 
ask,  sir,  is  he  not  willing  to  sacrfflce  the  substance  for  the 
form*  Would  not  a  provision  for  this  payment,  in  any 
manner  that  you  couM  give  it,  sanction  the  service  by 
which  it  was  earned?  But  the  "rose**  wludi,  in  anodier 
part  of  the  gentleman's  argument,  he  said  would  **  smell 
as  sweet  by  any  other  name,"  here' loses  its  fl«grance. 
Change  its  denomination,  call  it  cfimpensation  tot  serrice^ 
and  its  perfume  is  deficious;  alter  the  name  to  outfit  and 
salary,  its  odor  is  insupportable,  and  taints  the  very  airt 
every  constitutional  nerve  of  the  Senator  is  shocked  by  it. 
Now,  sir,  if  I  wished  to  escape  the  f^uestion,  if  I  thou^ 
the  denunciation  well  supported,  1  might,  as  I  said,  adopt 
this  reasoning,  and,  by  votiiw-  for  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  Senator  IVomlllinMB,  [Mr.  Kask,]  which  avoids  the 
objectioniJile  terms,  leave  it  in  doubt  whether  I  did  not 
assent  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Senator  f^m  Virginia.  But, 
sir,  I  am  not  disposed  to  avail  myself  of  such  a  subterfiige. 
Whenever  I  have  formed  an  opinion,  and  un  propeHy 
called  on  by  duty  to  express  it,  I  will  do  it  fearlessly,  inde- 
pendently, as  becomes  a  member  of  this  august  bod/i 
n^nkly  to  my  fellow-Senators,  explicitly  to  9ie  nation  t 
but,  at  the  tame  time,  with  a  proper  deference  and  re- 
spect for  the  opimons  of  those  with  whom  Phove  the  mis- 
fortune to  differ.  In  this  spirit,  sir,  1  will  proceed  to  discuss 
the  serious  questions  that  have  been  raised  by  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  and  to  repel,  as  best  1  nuy,  the  charge  of 
violating  the  constitution,  and  siHrrendenng  the  rights  of 
the  body  to  which  I  have  the  honw  to  belong. 

I  do  no^  myself,  deal  in  profesrions  of  attafdiment  to 
the  cOTstitntion— irhen  made  by  others  ^  believe  them, 
unleds  their  conduct,  or  character,  haa  given  me  reason  to 
doubt  ihtoT  rincerity.  In  the  case  of  the  Senator  f¥om 
Virginia,  no  one  who  knows  him  can  have  such  a  doubt; 
but  whilst  the  fullest  confidence  is  felt  that  he  is  per- 
suaded of  the  truth  of  all  he  utters,  and  while  he  is  con- 
vinced that  the  eonstnietion  he  putt  on  die  eonstitatian  is 
the  true  one;  while  he  believes  that  diose  who  dunk  dif- 
ferently are  in  the  wrong,  might  not  a  slight  suspicion 
that  he  himself  is  deceived;  that  his  judgment,  st^g  as 
it  naturally  i^  and  invigorated  as  it  hu  been  by  study  and 
reflection,  that  even  such  a  judgment  might  sometimes  err  ^ 
and  would  not  this  reflection,  tiad  it  occurred,  have  led 
him  to  think  that  this  might  be  one  of  those  rare  oceanons^ 
and  have  induced  turn  to  qualify  by  some  expresnon  of  a 
posribility  that  his  reasoning  might  be  ill-ftiunded,  the 
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sweeping  cbam*  of  usurpation,  Uid  lawless  and  uncon- 
stitutional acts  by  the  Presulent,  of  dereliction  of  duty  in 
those  who  support  them?  and  would  not  that  reflection 
abo  hare  inchned  hint  to  avoid  asserting  that  these  viola- 
tions were  gross,  open,  palp^Ie,  such  as  the  plainest  un- 
dcntandinfT  inust  perceive— thus  leaving  to  those  who 
cannot  read  the  constitution  as  he  does,  not  eren  the  ex- 
cuse of  error  and  ignorance  to  cover  their  aberrations? 
Sir,  this  charge  goes  out  to  the  nation,  to  the  world,  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  Senator's  name — it  has  already 

Kne  forth}  partjr  spirit  has  already  seized  it;  detraction 
1  repeated  it;  simple  credulity  may  believe  it;  and  the 
nation  is  given  to  understand  that  its  first  magistrate  has 
deliberately  committed  an  open  violation  of  the  conatitu- 
'tion  and  his  dut^,  or,  as  was  insinuated^  has  been  igno- 
nndy  made  the  instrument  of  others  in  its  performance; 
mA  that  this  body,  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  is 
read^t  unlesa  they  listen  to  the  warning  vcnce  of  the  Sena- 
tor mim  Virgiiiiai  to  ud  in  the  parricKlal  act.  Now,  »r, 
how  if  this  charge  should  be  unsupported?  How  if  it 
should  be  void  of  the  slightest  foundation?  How  if  the 
letter  of  the  gonstitution,  as  well  as  its  spirit,  diould  sane 
tion  the  reprobated  act?  Hov  if  it  should  be  proved  to 
have  been  the  uniform  course  uS  the  Government  from 
ita  institution,  parsued  by  the  practice  of  Washington, 
JefFoaon,  Adams,  Monroe,  by  every  President  of  every 
party,  sanctioned  by  every  Senate,  unimpeachcd  by  any 
House  of  Representatives — called  in  question  by  no  vigi- 
lant guar^an  of  the  constitution  untU  the  present  day? 
How  then!  What  then  will  this  nation,  the  intelligent  na- 
tion to  whom  this  charge  is  made,  wluit  will  they  tiiiuk — 
what  will  be  their  ver^t?  To  them,  sir,  I  appealf  to 
their  aentence  1  am  willing  to  aubnut.  Sir,  I  do  not  arro- 
gate to  myself  to  be  one  of  the  chosen  few  to  whose 
charge  the  defence  of  the  constitution  is  committed;  or 
that  construction  of  that  instrument  is  the  only  ortho- 
dox faith.  All  those  who  surround  mc,  have  an  equal 
duty  to  perform  in  this  respect;  all  of  them  are,  no  doubt, 
equally  willing,  and  most  of  them  more  able,  to  perform 
it  than  myself;  but,  while  1  yield  to  their  equal  right  and 
superior  ability,  I  must  resist  the  claim  any  one  nia$'  set 
up,  either  directly  or  by  implication,  to  the  title  of  exclu- 
sive defender  of  the  constitution.  I  liave  said  that  1  do 
not  deal  in  profesuons;  but  when  the  measures  my  sense 
of  duty  obliges  me  to  support,  are  stigmatized  by  the 
terms  we  have  just  heard,  I  must  be  permitteil  to  say  that 
I  yield  to  no  man  in  attachment  to  the  charter  of  our  fun- 
damenlal  laws,  to  the  Union  of  which  it  is  the  bond,  and 
to  those  rights  of  its  separate  meniber%  whicli  arc  not 
aurrenderea  by  it  to  tiie  National  Government.  I  am  old 
enough  to  have  watched  the  progress  of  its  formation,  to 
have  witnessed  the  first  momt-nts  of  its  existence,  and  was 
one  of  those  who  bailed  its  first  appearance  as  the  har- 
binger of  that  pro^enty  which  it  has  so  gloriously  re- 
•yzed.  I  saw  It,  air,  in  ila  cradle,  marked  its  progress 
with  no  inattentive  eyet  aiid  the  first  period  of  my  politi- 
cal life  was  employed  in  resisting  inrtMtds  which  faJsc  con- 
structions, in  high  party  times,  made  on  its  provinons.  I 
belonged,  and  laithCiilly  adhered,  to  the  party  which  op- 
posed (for  a  period  unsuccessfully)  actswhich  wctliougtit 
infractions  of^  that  instrument.  My  profession  of  faith  has 
not  heretofore,  and  is  npt  now,  altered — it  never  will  be. 
But  that  fiiith  does  not  oblige  me  to  array  myself  with  any 
one,  whatever  may  be  my  (^niou  of  hw  patriotism  and 
zeal,  in  oppontion  to  tlic  exercise  of  a  power  that  I  think 
is  ^rly  conferred  by  the  constitution  to  one  branch  of  the 
Government,  or  contend  for  it  in  favor  of  another  not  en- 
titled to  it,  though  1  should  myself  be  a  member  of  that 
latter  branch. 

What  are  tiie  facts  which  liave  created  this  sudden  ex- 
plosion? Tlie  rapid  growth  of  the  Kusuan  establisliments 
on  the  Black  Sea,  a^  the  consequent  increajic  of  com- 
aerce  in  that  quarter,  had  for  some  yeara  paat  made  an 


amusement  deshrable  with  the  Sultan,  who  held  the  keys 
of  the  narrow  inlet,  through  which  alone  an  entrance  into 
this  sea  could  be  had.  The  immediate  predecessor  of  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate  had  appointed  successively  the 
two  comnsanders  of  our  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean, 
together  with  Mr.  Offley,  our  consul  at  Smyrna,  conmis* 
uoners  to  effect  this  c^ject.  Thtf  were  fumi^ed  witii 
full  puwera,  commisnoned  under  the  great  seal,  and  in- 
structed to  make  a  treaty  to  aecnre  tbia<^ject.  This  waa 
designed  to  be  a  secret  mission;  jt  was  never  communi- 
cated to  the  Senate,  nor  was  the  appiuntment  of  the  com- 
missioners siibmitled  to  them  for  confirmation:  however, 
from  some  cause,  not  pcrfectiy  understood,  but,  as  many 
believe,  from  too  great  publicity  given  to  the  mission,  it 
totally  failed;  and  this  failure  became  known  soon  afier 
Mr.  Adanui  went  out  of  office.  The  object  increanng 
every  day  in  importance,  it  very  early  attnctedthe  atten- 
tion of  the  present  administrationi  and  to  avtud  the  inter- 
ference of  otiier  nations,  and  better  to  secure  the  secrecy 
of  the  operation,  Mr.  Rliind  was  appointed  consul  to  Odea> 
sa,  but  was  furiiislied  with  full  powers,  directed  jointly 
and  severally  to  him.  Commodore  Biddkrand  Mr.  Offleyt 
he  jvas  directed,  under  the  cover  tiS  hia  consular  appoint- 
ment, to  proceed  to  Constantinople,  and  there  nq^tiate 
for  the  free  entrance  into  tlie  Black  Sea;  he  went  there, 
his  object  was  not  suspected,  and  on  the  7lh  May  last  he 
concluded  a  treaty,  which  was  signed  by  Messrs.  Offiey 
and  Biddle,  tlicy  having  arrived  in  Uie  interval,  on  the  day 
before  the  adjournment  of  the  Senate  at  its  last  session. 
This  last  commission,  like  the  preceding  appointments, 
by  Mr.  Adams,  was  made  in  the  recess  of  the  Senatet  and. 
aa  had  been  the  case  in  these  instances,  the  namca  of  tlie 
commissioners  were  not  submitted  to  the  Senate  lbrc<Hii- 
firmation.  These  arc  the  facts,  and  <hi  them  is  founded 
the  accusation  we  have  heard. 

Let  us  remembt-r  tlut  tiiis  is  not  a  question  whicli  con- 
cerns tlic  infringement  of  any  State  rigfit,  tliat  it  is  not  one 
of  reserved  or  conceded  powers,  but  merely  regards  the 
mode  of  exercising  one  confessedly  given  to  the  General 
Goveniment — Uiat  of  treating  iu  the  name  of  all  tlic  States 
with  a  foreign  nation. 

I  will  examine,  in  order,  the  poutions  on  which  Uiese 
serious  charges  are  founded.  Tlie  first  of  tiiem  (ahhougfa 
T  do  not  think  it  applicable  to  the  present  case)  ia,  that 
the  President  has  no  power  to  appoint  a  public  minister 
during  the  recess  of  U)c  Senate,  to  any  Power  .where  no 
such  minister  Iiad  previously  existedf  or  even  if  such  mis- 
aon  had  previously  existed,  unless  the  vacancy  occurred 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  Senate.  To  this  pontion  I 
accede  in  none  of  its  porta.  But  if  1  bhould  err  on  this  stib- 
j  ect,  1  hope  to  sliow  tJiat  the  eslabli^ment  of  this  construc- 
tion wiU  not  jutitify  the  charge  that  is  founded  upon  it. 

1  construe  the  constitution  as  I  would  any  other  written 
instrument,  by  its  words,  where  they  are  explicit — where 
there  is  doubt,  by  tlie  context — by  the  plain  object  of  ita 
framcrs,  by  a  view  of  the  evils  it  was  intended  to  remedy, 
the  circumat^ncea  under  wliich  it  was  made,  and  the  con- 
temporaneous construction  and  uniform  practice  under  it. 
'I'o  adhere  to  its  letter,  witliout  tliese  aida,  would  suroe- 
timcs  defeat  the  pouets  cvidt:ntJy  intended  to  be  vested 
by  it— ^sometimes  gi\c  it  greater  Uiau  were  contemplated. 
Cor  instance,  the  President  is  directwd  to  "  ttkc  caie  that 
tiie  laws  be  faithfully  executed."  Take  tliis  literally, 
witliout  any  aid  from  flie  rules  of  construction  I  have  laid 
down,  and  yuu  give  him  all  pow  er  but  that  of  legislation. 
In  the  article  uext  preceding,  it  ia  said  that  "no  State 
^alt  enter  into  any  compact  or  i^p^ement  with  another 
State,  without  the  coiisent  of  Congress."  A  literal  con- 
struction of  which  would  preyentasettlementof  disputed 
boundaries:  or  any  otiter  arrangement  .which  mutual  oc- 
cummodatiou,  for  tlie  acknowledgment  of  deeds,tlie  an  est 
of  fugitives,  or  uniilar  objects,  might  require.  l.et  us 
examuie  the  position  by  these  nilea. 
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The  constitution  directs  that  *<  the  President  shall  nomi- 
nate, and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Se- 
nate, appoint,  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers  and 
consuls,  judns  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all  other  offi- 
cers of  me  Uinted  States,  whose  appointment  is  not  here- 
in othennse  pnirided  for,  and  «;hich  shall  be  established 
hy  lav.**  It  then  ^ves  power  to  Confess  to  vest  the 
•ppointment  of  such  inferior  officers  as  they  think 
proper,  in  the  President  alone.  Here  the  appointing 
power  ta  complete.  But  as  this  power  was  to  be  exer- 
cised by  the  President,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the 
Senate,  and  as  Ae  sessions  of  that  body  were  not  perma- 
nent, it  waa  foreseen  that  great  inconvenience  would  re- 
sult if  all  vaeandes  were  to  remain  open  during  the  recess. 
Whet  ma  the  natural  remedy?  To  give  the  temporary 
appointment  to  the  President,  subject  in  Uie  usual  manner 
to  the  confirma^n  of  the  Senate,  when  it  should  meet. 
And  to  aiFord  tiiem  time  for  deliberation,  the  duration  of; 
the  temporary  apptMntment  was  extended  to  the  emt  of 
their  session.  The  evil  to  be  remedied  by  this  proviso 
was  the  vacancy  of  an  office  occurring  at  a  time:  when  it 
was  hnpoasible  for  the  President  to  submit  a  nomination 
to  the  Senote.  Sacb  would  be  the  case  of  an  officer  dying 
durii^  the  teoes^  or  resting iin  thedayof  ouradjoum- 
mentt  or  of  a  minister  dying  in  a  distant  country  at  a  time 
during  the  session  when  it  would  be  impossible  to  know 
the  event  befcve  the  adjoomment.  If,  in  these  two  last 
cases,  the  office  were  to  remain  vacant  until  the  meeting 
of  Coi^ress,  the  remedy  in  the  proviso  would  not  be  com- 
mewufate  to  the  enl  it  was  intended  to  avoid.  There^ 
vooM  be  vaouoies  when  it  was  die  evident  intention  of 
tiic  irartnunent  there  should  be  none.  I  must  not  be  un- 
derwood as  saying  thsit  an  inconvenience  attending  any 
construction  is  sufficient  to  show  it  to  be  false,  or  that  to 
be  the  true  reading  which  avoids  it.  Where  the  wcsds 
are  express — ^where  the  intention  is  evident,  however  in- 
convenient, tliey  must  be  obeyed.  But,  where  the  words 
will  admit  of  an  interpretation  which  avoids  such  an  evil 
as  nuiat  hare  been  fotescen,  and  cannot  be  supposed  to 
be  left  anprovided  for,  there  the  niles  of  construction  to 
which  I  advert  will  ^ply.  Before  we  consider  the  words 
of  the  constitution,  let  us  see  the  consequences  that  would 
remit  from  an  adherence  to  what  is  perhaps  their  literal 
meaning.  The  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York  dies 
on  the  day  before  the  adjournment.  The  vacancy  cannot 
be  filled  until  the  December  following.  The  collection 
of  one-third  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  must  be 
left  m  iire^Mnwble  hands.  The  coonnander  of  a  military 
Astriet  in  tune  of  war  diM— his  loss  canaot  be  supplied— 
the  moat  important  operations-on  which  the  safety  of  the 
country  depends  must  be  stopped.  In  the  distant  opera- 
tions of  your  navy,  the  same  or  a  greater  risk  and  incon- 
venience occurs.  At  the  moment  of  concluding  a  com- 
mercial arrangement,  by  which  immense  advantages  are 
to  be  secured,  or  a  treaty  of  peace,  wtuch  is  to  save  the 
country  pertiapa  from  ^vastation,  your  plenipotentiary 
ttiea  durmg  the  session  of  Congress,  but  befoee  the  Pre- 
sident is  apprised  of  it.  -  -  He  cannot  auppljr  his  place :  die 
commercial  advantages  are  lost—the  war  must  rage — the 
country  most  be  devaatated:  because,  acccttding  to  the 
Ittera)  construction  of  the  chutse,  the  vacancy  happened 
dorinr  the  session,  not  m  ttie  recess.  The  President  who 
abould  presume  to  remedy  these  evils,  wouU  be  guilty  o£ 
a  *'  lawless  usurpation  of  oiieensfitutioBal  power."  And 
the  xealoua  roaraians  of  our  r^ts  on  tlua  floor  would  de- 
nounce all  those  who  might  presusw  to  think  difi'erently, 
as  men  ready  to  lay  the  rig^its  of  die  body  to  which  they 
belong  at  the  feet  of  Executive  power.  These,  sir,  and 
a  hnndred  other  inconveniences  which  might  be  stated, 
are  not  only  posuble,  but  {wobable.  but  certain  and  inevi- 
table, sad  Bual  occur  d/uvag  the  long  series  of  afoa  in 
which  it  is  our  unanimous  prayer  that  our  OMistkutionnuy 
lire.   Are  they^  not  gre»tf  Mostthey  not  have  been  fore- 


seen? Could  they  have  escaped  the  wisdom  and  defep 
foresight  of  the  sages  who  framed  the  constitution  ?  Have 
they  not  provided  for  them,'  My  belief  is  that  they  have, 
the  section  in  question.  The  Prendent  by  it  is  autho- 
nscd  to  *■  fill  up  sit  vacancies  that  mav  happen  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate."  Now  take  this  literally,  and  he 
may  fill  up  vacandes  in  die  Senate  itself— and  it  appears* 
from  the  Federalist,  that  this  waa  once  aeriondy  contend* 
e<1  for.  But  this  cannot  be  the  true  constrviction,  though 
no  one  can  deny  that  it  is  the  literal  one.  Why?  Bo" 
cause  it  was  evidently  the  intention  of  this  section  to-linut 
it  to  the  case  of  officers.  There  are,  then,  reasons  which 
justify  a  departure  from  the  literal  meaning  of  the  section 
ill  tliia  instance.  Are  there  none-in  the  case  before  us? 
[  think  they  ha\-e  been  idready  sufficienUy  pointed  out. 
Another,  perhaps,  of  some,  thou^  I  do  not  think  of  coi^ 
elusive  weight,  is,  that  the  omission  of  a  conuna,  vhidi 
was  probi^^  inserted  in  the  draughtafter  the  word  happen, 
may  liave  given  rise  to  all  the  ambiguity  in  the  phrase. 
In  that  case,  the  period  described,  t^t  is,  the  recess  of 
the  Senate,  would  relate  to  the  antecedent  power  <tf  fill- 
ing the  vacancy,  not  to  the  occurrence  of  the  event  by 
which  it  was  created.  My  exposition  of  tUschuse,  there- 
fore, is,  that  it  permits  the  PMudent  to  fiU  all  vacandes 
in  any  of  the  enumetated  offices,  whether  they  occur  du- 
ring the  recess,  or  even  during  the  session  of  the  Senate, 
if  the  vacancy  waa  not  known  to  him,  or  could  not  be  sup- 
plied during  the  sesuon;  but  that  he  would  be  guHly  of  a 
breach  of  duty  if  he  appointed  them  during  tlw  session, 
and  did  not  send  in  the  nominatini  to  the  Senate. 

It  was  said  mi  this  subject,  tltat  no  President  bad  ever 
dared  to  fill  up  an  original  vacancy  in  an  office  after  the 
end  of  the  sesuon  in  which  the  law  which  created  the  o& 
fice  had  passed.  Whether  it  was  the  want  of  courage,- 
or  of  inclination,  that  prevented  the  performance  of  an 
improper  act,  i  cannot  say.  But  as  it  is  admitted  that  the . 
act  was  not  done,  pertuips  it  might  be  quite  proper  to  at- 
U-ibute  it  to  titc  latter  cause.  But  die  tact,  h  it  be  one. 
strooi^T  exemplifies  my  construcdoa.  Any  office,  first 
createa  by  law,  must  be  vacant  at  the  moment  the  Uw  is 
approved  by  the  PresideoL  That  must  necessarily  be 
during  the  sesnon  of  the  Senate.  He  is,  therefore,  hound 
to  fill  it;  because  the  vacant  not  oiily  happens  during  the 
session,  but  it  also  comes  to  his  knowled^  at  that  period. 
But  suppose  a  law  to  be  passed,  requitii^'  the  appoint- 
mentof  certain  officers,  which  is  not  to  ta£ie  effect  until  a 
distant  period,  or  that  is  dependent  on  sft  uncertun  event, 
and  at  that  time  the  Senate  should  not  in  sesnon,  caii 
it  be  doubted  that  the  President  woulit  be  authorised  to 
make  a  tempoiary  appointment  to  fill  such  original  vacan< 
cy  ?  If  he  could,  by  what  auth^ty '  Not  the  law  surely ; 
for  that  cannot  alter  a  constitutional  right  of  the  Senate, 
unless  the  office  be  an  inferior  one,  and  the  right  to  fiU  it 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  beexpready^ven 
by  die  law:  it  must  be  then  by  the  liheial  ewstrucfaon  of 
the  section,  which  I  contend  is  the  true  eonstrattion.  On 
which  subject,  sir,  permit  me  to  state  a  manifest  differ* 
enos  in  die  rules  for  interpreting  the  constitution.  When 
the  question  is,  whether  a  certain  power  is  granted  by  it  to 
iheGeneratGovemment.  or  reserved  to  the  States — in  that 
case,  whenever  tliere  is  reasonable  doubt,  the  power 
ought  not  to  be  exercised.  But  where  the  States  liavs 
confessed^  parted  witii,  and  do  not  claim  the  powers 
where  it  is  plainly  dwir  object  and  their  interest  that  it 
diould  be  excised  by  the  Federal  Government,  and  tlie 
only  question  is,  by  what  branch,  and  in  what  manner- 
then  the  true  rule  of  interpretation  is  that  which  will  give 
effect  to  the  power,  rather  than  that  which  would  destroy 
it.  la  the  case  of  interfering  claims  between  the  State* 
individually  and  th«r  fedezaJhead,  the  mind  must  be  con- 
vinced that  the  power  m  question  was  intended  to  bo 
granted,  before  it  can  come  to  the  oonoluHon  that  it  be* 
longi  to  die  General  Goremment,  llVhere  there  is  doub^ 
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there  can  be  no  such  conclusion.  Therefore,  the  power 
must  rest  as  it  was—^that  is,  vith  the  State  Government. 
But  in  the  question,  how  a  power  confessedly  ^nted  is 
to  be  exercised— then  su«h  nbsolute  certunty  is  not  re- 
quired. The  first  duty  of  the  expontor  is  to  adopt  some 
conclusion  that  will  givt  effect  to  the  declared  and  con- 
fessed grant  of  power.  And  although  there  may  be  doubts 
as  to  the  a^ncy  by  which  the  intent  is  to  be  executed, 
^et  they  must  be  weighed,  and  tlie  decision  made  accord- 
ing to  ttie  preponderance  of  the  reasons  in  fcvor  of  either 
or ^e  departments  claiming  it.  Thus,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, it  IB  the  undetued  and  express  intent  m  th«  con- 
stitution that  offices  sbould  be  filled  by  the  Prewdent,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  when  they  were  in 
Besmm,  and  by  a  temporary  appointment  in  the  recess. 
Tlie  evident  intent,  then,  isthat  there  shall  be  no  vacancy. 
The  words,  however,  give  rise  to  two  constructions.  By 
the  one,  this  evident  intent  will  be  carried  into  effect.  By 
adopting  it,  there  will  be  no  vacancy  kfc  a  longer  period 
than  eliipaei  l^^bre  it  cornea  to  the  knowledge  of  tiie  Pre. 
Mdent.  By  the  other,  in  nuwy  most  important  cases  this 
intent  will  be  defeated  t  the  office  must  remun  vacant  for  the 
inconvenient,  and  sometimes  exceedingly  injurious  period 
of  eight  or  nine  montha.  Which  of  ucse  constructions 
are  we  to  adopts  I  should  incline  to  think  the  former 
would  not  only  be  the  best  but  the  safest)  for  not  a  single 
inccmvenienoe,  that  I  have  been  able  to  discover,  or  that 
ha»  been  auggested,  w31  attend  the  ap^ointanent  to  fill  a 
.  vacant  which  occurs  during  the  session,  but  which  is 
imknown  to  the  President  until  the  recess — not  a  ungle' 
inconvenience  that  will  not  occur  if  the  vacancy  happens 
in  the  recess:  while  the  necesnty  for  filling  it  is  equally 
evident  in  both  cases.  Gentlemen,  for  whose  judgment 
1  have  the  highest  respect,  Iknow,(fiffer  from  me  on  this 
ptnnti  and  it  is  probable  th^  may  be  ri^t.  I  express 
my  (pinion  merely  because  the  occasion  calls  far  it,  and 
my  constituents  and  the  public  have  a  right,  in  the  station 
I  occupy,  to  understand  it.  But  although  it  lays  at  the 
bottom  of  the  argument  which  has  been  used  by  tlie  Sena- 
tor  from  Virginia,!  do  not  think,  aslhopetosliow,  that  it  is 
tliepoint  on  which  the  present  question  is  to  be  decided. 

The  rcasoniiu^  1  have  hitherto  used,  is  applicable  to  the 
appointment  of  all  officers,  as  well  ministers  to  foreign 
Powers  as  otberti  but  there  arc  reasons  peciiUar  to  the 
former,  which  place  the  authority  to  comnussion  them 
during  the  recess  on  a  (Afferent  ground.  The  office  of 
miniBtor  to  a  foreign  Power  derives  its  authority  from  the 
law  of  nations.  The  intercourse  which  the  political  rela- 
tion of  different  States  towards  each  in  modem  times 
requires,  their  mutual  wants,  and  tlie  county  which  exisU 
between  them,  render  the  frequent,  and  generally  the 
permanent,  intervention  of  agents  from  one  to  the  otlier 
necessary.  Every  cir'dized  nation  must  necessarily  have 
the  power  of  appointing  and  receiving  such  agents  %'eit- 
cd  in  sotne  one  or  more  of  its  departments.  In  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  this  f>over  U  divided;  the 
Prewdent  alone  has  the  right  to  receive  foreign  ministers, 
and,  by  the  power  to  make  treaties,  subject  to  the  assent 
of  the  Senate,  that  of  making  these  treaties  himself,  or, 
an  a  necessary  consequence,  that  of  appointing  the  per* 
sons  by  whom  they  are  to  be  made.  No  law,  therefore, 
was  neceanry  to  give  effect  to  the  exercise  pf  this  func- 
tion. The  moment  the  first  Prendent  entered  into  office, 
he  had  the  right  to  perform  it,  either  by  himself,  or  by  others. 

The  laws  of  nations,  however,  to  which  I  have  referred, 
make  a  distinction,  as  1  liope  abundantly  to  prove,  between 
two  classes  of  agents  by  whom  the  diplomatic  intercourse 
may  be  carried  oni  it- distinguishes  between  public  minis- 
ters and  private  agents.  In  the  first  are  inckided  ambas- 
sadors, envoys,  ordinary  and  estmordinary,  ministers  ren- 
dent,  charges  d'affliires,  consuls,  Sic.  In  the  second  class 
there  can  be  no  gradation  of  rank,  l>ut  the  powers  may  be 
as  extensive  as  those  given  lo  any  of  the  others.  Tlic 


power  to  make  treaties,  then,  includes  that  of  appointing 
agents,  as  well  of  the  one  as  of  tlie  other  dass.  But  the 
constitution  has  placed  a  linutation  on  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing those  (tf  the  first  class;  and  having  given  none  to 
that  of  the  second,  the  President  h.is  it  without  restriction. 
In  this  branch  of  the  argument,  however,  our  inquiry 
relates  to  the  public  ministers  only;  and  the  question  is, 
whetlicr  the  President  has  a  right  to  appoint  such  minis- 
ters during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  either  to  a  Power 
with  whom  wc  before  had  sent  no  such  minister,  or  to  fill 
a  va'-jmcy  in  the  mission  to  a  country  where  we  before  bad 
a  minister,  if  that  vacancy  should  have  occurred  during 
the  sesMon  of  the  Senate.  Ilns  is  here  tlie  sole  question^ 
for  I  admit,  that,  in  all  cases  of  appointment  to  public 
foreign  missions,  made  in  the  recess,  the  Prendeut  is 
bound  to  submit  the  nomination  to  the  Senate  at  its  next 
meeting.  This  is  my  reasoning  on  that  subject.  Having' 
tlie  power  to  make  treaties,  afterwards  to  be  aidimitted  to 
the  Senate,  the  Preadent  has  the  right  to  select  the  nation 
with  whom  such  treaties  are  to  be  made,  and  the  time  most 
fitrorable  for  making  them.  'I'hat  time  may  o<xur  duriii|p 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and  he  therefore  luu  the  power 
to  fill  the  original  vacancy  by  the  appointment  of  a  public 
minister;  but,  in  that  cose,  if  the  riegotiation  is  earned  on 
by  such  mioisterr  he  must  send  in  the  nonination  to  the^ 
Senate  at  some  time  during  their  session,  if  he  wishes  the 
appointment  to  continue  beyond  tliat  period.  If,  on  the 
cimtnry,  he  finds  no  occasion  fbr  extending  the  powers 
of  the  mimster  beyond  the  time  at  vbich  his  commission 
would  expire  by  the  constitutional  limitationt  if  he  knows^ 
for  example,  that  the  treaty  will  be  made  at  that  time,  or 
the  negotiation  will  be  broken  off,  he  may,  at  his  discre- 
tion, omit  sending  in  Ac  name  for  confirmation.  He  musk 
do  this,  as  he  does  all  other  discretionary  acts,  under  hi* 
responsibility  to  the  nation^  but»  in  my  opiniun,  be  clearly 
baa  the  power. 

The  error,  a»  it  appcaLrs  to  me,  lies  in  eon«4erinGr  the 
misnon  to  each  court  as  a  separate  and  tlistinct  ciffice: 
whereas  the  office  of  ambassador  or  minister  pleiupoten- 
tiary  is  a  general  one,  subject  to  tlw  Pre»dcnrs  direction 
where  he  is  to  be  sent.  He  is  a  minister  to  reside  ot  sucli 
a  place}  an  ambassador  to  go  to  such  a  sovereign.  Sup- 
pose the  constitution  had,  in  express  terms,  aid,  the  Pre- 
sident Am1\  have  the  power  to  appoint  messengers  to  can^ 
despatches  to  diif^nt  couTt^wouM  the  messenger  to 
London,  tlie  one  to  Paris,  or  St.  Petersburg,  be  several 
and  distinct  officers,  or  would  the  office  be  the  substance, 
and  the  destination  an  accident,  liable  to  be  varied,  with- 
out altering  the  character  of  the  appantment'  Again;  if 
the  Prpsidciit  had  been  authorized  to  a))point  justices  of 
the  peace  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  surely  he- might 
apportion  them  to  the  different citiest  and  their  partictilar 
destination  would  not  make  the  justice  for  one  town  an 
officer  different  in  kind  from  die  justice  of  another.  'Hie 
constitution  puts  the  offices  of  public  ministers  preosely 
on  the  same  iboting:  it  does  not  limit  the  number,  niJrhas 
any  law  made  such  limitation:  fcs  it  now  stands,  and  ever 
has  stood,  and  must  remain,  until  the  legislature  shall  de- 
clare how  many  officers  of  this  description  there  shall  be, 
it  is  necessarily  a  mattei-  of  souml  discretion  with  the  Pre- 
sident to  what  courts  the  exigencies  of  the  country  require 
that  a  public  resident  minister  sbould  be  sent.  In  case  of 
a  new  misaon,  as  liis  nonunation  may  be  rejected,  either 
because  the  Senate  think  the  mts^on  inexpecUent,  or  be* 
cause  they  diapprove  of  the  man,  he  will  -generally  avoid 
making  such  appointments,  without  consulting  the  Senate 
by  submitting  the  nomination,  unless  the  exigency  of  the 
case  requires  it.  And  as  to  the  existence  of  such  nccca- 
nty,  he  must  stand  upon  lus  reaponnbility  to  the  people; 
lolie  enforced,  in  case  ofan  unwise  cxerdae  of  the  power, 
by  their  voice  of  disapiirobation — a  sufficient  sanction  to  a 
man  of  charaeteri  ana,  in  case  of  a  corrupt  cxerdsr,  by 
impeachment.   And  it  must  further  be  f^served*  that  the 
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two  Houses  have  each  a  check  on  any  estrmva^nce  of  this 
kind,  by  the  appropriation. 

But  that  no  liniitation  as  to  the  particular  destination  of 
the  mliuaters  was  intended  to  be  made  by  law,  is  proved 
by  tlie  first  appropriation  bill  passed  in  1790,  where 
#40.000  is  appropriated,  not  for  the  support  particular 
misaont,  but  '*  for  the  support  of  such  persons  as  he  [the 
President]  shall  commission  to  serve  this  United  States  in 
foreigri  parts,"  and  for  their  incidental  erpenaesi  and  its 
only  linutation  is  that  of  thor  oon^ensation  for  the  differ- 
ent gradea^  which  has  remuned  unchanged  to  the  present 
day. 

'fli^  promtoent  and  striking  case  of  ministers  appointed 
to  make  peace  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  stood  so 
directly  m  the  way  of  the  poution  which  denies  the  power 
to  create  a  new  mission  in  the  recess,  that  the  absolute 
necessity  of  removing  or  getting  round  it  was  apparent. 
But  it  could  not  be  removed.  There  it  stands— its  exist- 
ence evident — its  constitutionality  not  doubted — its  abso- 
solute  necessity  unquestioned.  What  was  to  be  done? 
Hie  ingenuity  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Tiaa. 
wiu]  has  imivtded  a  reniedy.  The  whole  is  referred  to 
tlw  war.making  powers.  The  Preudent  is  comniander4n' 
chief  of  the  army.  He  may  find  it  necessary  to  make  an 
armistice.  He  may  effect  this  by  such  agents  as  he  thinks 
proper.  The  plenipotentiaries  to  treat  of  peace  are  not 
ministers;  they  are  agents  to  negotiate  an  armistice.  As 
well,  says  he,  may  you  call  the  officer  sent  to  negotiate  an 
exchange  of  prisoner^  or  settle  the  terms  of  capitulation 
for  afortresstaswell  mightfx>u  call  him  a  minister,  as  the 
persons  sent  to  settle  the  armistice. 
_  It  is  s(Hnewhat  unfortunate  for  Ais  argument  that'nego> 
tiators  for  peace  are  invariably  pleiiipotenliariesj  tliat  their 
authority  is  authenticated  by  the  same  broad  seal  that  is 
supposed  to  have  added  so  much  dignity  to  the  diplomatic 
character  of  Messrs.  Ofiley,  Biddle,  and  Hhind;  Uia:  they 
are  dvil,  not  military  officers;  that  they  exchange  their 
fill!  powers  with  those  with  whom  they  treat;  that  the 
■greements  they  make  are  not  annistices — intervals  be- 
tween acts  of  hostility — but  treaties  of  peace,  which  put 
an  end  to  them;  and  that  ninety-nine  times  in  a  hundred, 
the  putting  an  end  to  hostilities  is  only  one  out  of  many  of 
the  stipulwons  contained  in  a  treaty  of  peace.  The  power 
of  making  it,  therefore,  is  not  a  branch  of  the  war  power, 
bat  of  that  which  is  its  very  antagonist,  the  power  to  make 
treaties.  A  stipulation  that  the  nations  between  whom  it 
is  CMtntcted  mail  remun  at  peace  with  each  other,  even 
Blioukl  It  contain  no  other  agreement,  would  be  as  much 
a  treaty  as  any  other  that  ever  was  made.  It  is  called  by 
that  name;  it  is  negotiated  by  the  same  means;  requires 
the  same  ceremonies  in  its  inception,  and  the  same  ratifi- 
cation for  its  validity  as  other  treaties  are.  Why,  then, 
call  it  an  armistice,  which  is  never  ratified  by  tlie  treaty, 
nuking  power  of  the  nation?  Why  liken  it  to  the  capitu- 
lation of a  fortress,  or  an  exchange  of  prisoners?.  Because 
the  trgument  showed  that  here,  at  least,  was  a  case  in 
«hich  the  eoiuititution  could  not  bear  the  strict  verbal 
construction  that  was  contended  fori  and  the  precedent 
proved  that  it  had  been  departed  fi^m  in  practice,  and 
that  the  departure  had  never  been  questioned,  much  less 
stigmatized,  by  the  epithets  so  libei-ally  bestowed  on  the 
Turkish  mission.  All  this  made  it  neceusary  eitiier  to 
abandon  the  ailment,  or  give  another  character  to  the 
power  of  appointing  ministers  in  die  recess  to  stop  the 
ravages  of  war,  when  perhaps  its  continuance  might  en- 
danger the  existence  of  the  nation.  A  treaty  of  peace  Is, 
for  this  reason,  called  an  armistice,  and  the  minister  pleni- 
potentiary who  concludes  it,  is,  by  the  argument,  pmced 
on  the  same  footing  uith  the  subaltern  wno  is  led  blind- 
folded into  the  postern  of  a  beneged  fort,  to  summon  it 
to  surrender. 

But  the  Senatw  shall  have  it  which  way  he  pleases. 
The  power  to  put  an  end  to  a  destructive  war,  by  the 


apptnntmeDt  of  miiusters  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  k 
acknowledged.  Is  it  the  rightful  exequse  of  a  power 
under  the' constitution?  Then  it  can  oidy  be  by  giving 
to  the  clause  the  construction  which  I  have  put  upon  it. 
Is  it  a  power  over  the  constitution?  Then  the  same  end 
which  I  contend  for,  by  a  legitimate  construction,  is  to  be 
allowed  by  the  dangerous  plea  of  necesa^ — the  tyrant*8 
plea — which  may  not  exist  when  used  even  to  justify  a 
peace.  It  may  he  humane,  and  convement,  and  proper, 
to  put  an  end  to  the  devastations  of  war^  but  until  the 
existence  of  the  nation  is  at  stake,  until  peace  alone  can 
save  it  from  destruction,  there  is,  properly  speaking,  no 
necessity.  What  shall  be  the  case  of  n'ece3«ty,  uen, 
must  be  detemuned  by  the  party  who  is  to  avail  hirosetf 
of  the  plea;  and,  if  admitteo,  will  be  found  to  embrace 
all  cases  that  are  found  convenient.  And  if  the  plea  i^ 
necesaitybc  admitted  to  justify  a  treaty  of  peace,  made 
by  ministers  appointed  in  the  recess,  why  may  it  not  cover 
a  like  i^pMntment  for  making  a  treahr  of  ctunmerce,  or 
boundary,  orcesaim,  which  could  only  be  made  at  that 
time? 

But  is  it  posnbte  the  sages  and  practical  statesmen  who 
framed  our  form  of  <^>remmeat  should  not  have  foreseen 
such  ordinary  and  indeed  inevitable  occurrences;  or  tliat, 
foreseeing,  they  should  not  have  provided  for  them  ?  Is 
it  possible  that  they  could  have  leu  the  power  of  making 
peace — seizing  an  advantageous  occurrence  to  make  an 
important  treaty — or  filling  an  important  office,  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  be  justified  by  necessity? 
The  idea  is  an  imputation  on  theu-  wisdom  or  their  pa- 
triotism, which  they  do  not  deserve.  They  did  fimsee — 
they  did  provide.  And  when  they  gave  to  the  President 
the  power  to  make  treaties,  subject  to  tlie  assent  of  two- 
tbirus  of  the  Senate,  they  gave  him  the  power  to  appoint 
the  ministers  by  whose  agency  they  were  to  be  madej 
otherwise,  we  sliould  exhibit  the  strange  spectacle  of  a 
wise  nation,  which  bad  so  cunningly  contnved  its  Go- 
vernment, as  to  deprive  it,  in  coi\}unctures  that  most 
frequently  happen,  of  die  means  of  jnaking  peace, 
avaUtng  itself  of  fiiTonhle  circumstances  to  secure  cpm- 
merdal  advantages,  or  ftUlng  some  of  the  most  important 
offices. 

But  the  power  maybe  abused!  The  President  may 
appoint  a  host  of  ministers,  and  drain  your  treasury  by 
the  payment  of  their  sahu-Ies.  I'liese  ministers  may  make 
bad  treaties!  He  may  compromit  oar  neutrality  by  ac- 
knowledging one  of  those  new  Powers  which  are  daily 
springing  into  existence! 

Alas!  yes,  nr,  it  is  most  true;  unfortunately  there  is  no 
power  you  can  give,  that  is  not  liable  to  abuse.  It  cannot 
DC  denied;  and  tiie  observation  makes  up  for  its  want  of 
novelty  by  Itsacknowlcdged  truth.  In  every  Government, 
check  and  balance  jt  as  you  will,  somewhere  there  must 
be  confidence;  and,  until  we  can  find  men  of  unerring 
wisdom  and  incorruptible  integrity,  blind  to  the  «llure- 
ments  of  popularity — deaf  totiie  vcnce  of  interest,  fiivor, 
or  affection — that  is  to  say,  until  we  can  find  men  who  are 
not  men,  thst  confidence  will  .it  times  be  abused.  But 
it  must  be  given.  And  it  so  liappens  that  there  is  no 
power  confessedly  given  to  the  Preudent,  tliat  is  not 
liable  to  greater  ana  more  fatal  abuse  than  this.  Vou 
fear  war  from  his  sending  a  minister  to  one  of  those  new 
Powers  which  are  yet  unacknowledged  bv  the  rest  of  the 
world;  and  yet  you  cannot  deny  that  he  nas  the  rif^t  to 
receive  a  minister  from  one  of  those  Powers,  without 
consulting  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives.  You 
will  not  trust  him  with  sending  a  mimster,  lest  he  should 
involve  you  in  a  war;  and  yet  you  confess  that  he  has  the 
uncontrolled  ccmimand  oi  your  army  and  your  navy— > 
instruments,  if  he  wishes  war,  infiiutely  better  fitted  to 
produce  it. 

Yoa  apprehend  that  he  may  lavish  your  treasures  in 
the  salanea  of  a  few  ministers,  at  the  same  moment  that 
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you  give  him  the  control  of  all  the  officers  employed  in 
the  collection  of  yoiirrevenue.  You  dread  that  he  may 
reward  his  favorites  by  appointments  to  embassies  in  the 
recess;  and  yet  no  man  can  obtiun  an  office  of  any  de- 
scription, from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  of  those  which 
are  submitted  to  tlie  Senate,  but  by  his  previous  nomina- 
tion. You  are  obliged  to  awaUow  the  camel — why  strain 
at  tiie  gmt} 

We  now  approach  nearer  to  the  very  case  wluch  baa 
excited tlus  holy  indignation  agunst  Executive  encroach- 
ment and  usurpation:  excited  it — if  I  may  be  permitted 
to  use  a  phrase  which  did  not  seem  to  find  favor  with  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  when  it  was  uttered  by  another, 
[Mr.  Kilt  x,]— excited  it  too  lat* — too  late,  indeed,  says 
he,  to  save  tfaia mortal  stab  at  the  constitution;  but  not  too 
late  to  preserve  the  Senate  from  participating  in  the 
parricidal  act  Here  I  roust  tale  leave  to  ^ffer.  The 
stroke,  if  it  be  one,  was  given  in  the  earliest  day  of  our 
national  existence.  It  has  been  repeated  by  every  Pre- 
ndent  who  has  sat  in  the  Executive  chur;  every  Senate, 
and  every  House  of  Representatives,  have  been  accesso- 
ries to  the  crimcf  and  we  ourselves  have  not  yet  washed 
ourfaandsfrom  the  blood  of  the  victim.  I  must  be  per- 
mitted therefore  to  repeat,  that,  in  my  poor  opinion,  tt  is 
now  too  late  even  to  prevent  the  participation  of  the 
Senator  himself;  not  too  late,  however,  for  him  to  show 
his  zeal,  energy,  andeloquence  in  defence  of  the  consti* 
tution,  all  which  I  greatly  admire  and  respect,  althoiigh  1 
cannot  participate  m  the  feelings  that  have  excited  them. 

In  another  point  of  view,  I  cannot  but  regret  that  the 
discusnon  had  not  taken  place  at  an  earlier  time,  and 
under  otlier  circumstances.  The  lull  development  of  the 
subjeot  would  require  a  reference  to  matters  which  all 
may  spealc  of  but  ourselveai  and  although  I  cannot  but 
feel  much  embarrassment  in  the  endeavor  to  avoid  disclos- 
ing the  "  secrets  of  our  prison-house,"  I  shall,  in  the 
lirae  1  have  further  to  say  on  the  subject,  carefully  avoid 
any  improper  disclosure,  by  confining  my  remarks  in  the 
defence  to  those  circumstances  which  have  been  animad- 
vcrted  on  in  makingthe  chawe. 

The  immediate  causes  of  complaint,  then,  are,  first, 
that  Messrs.  Offley,  Rhind,  and  Biddie  were  appointed 
by  the  President,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  nego- 
tiate a  treaty  with  the  Porte — that  being  a  new  mission; 
and,  secondly,  that  if  it  had  been  even  the  filling  of  a 
vacancy,  the  President  ought  to  have  submitted  the  nomi- 
nation to  the  Senate  at  its  then  next  meeting. 

I'hc  first  error  here  is  one  of  fact.  This  was  not  a  new 
miasion.  Commodore  Crane  and  Hr>  OfBey  were  sent  by 
Mr.  Adams,  fiir  the  same  purpose,  to  the  same  court. 
They  had  effected  nothing,  aud  a  new  commission  was 
instituted,  consisting  of  Mr.  Rliind,  Commodore  Blddle, 
and  Mr.  Offley.  Here  was  then  a  vacancy,  if  that  fhoiild 
be  required — a  vacancy  created  by  revoking  the  pdw  ers 
of  one  set  of  agents,  and  ^ving  them  to  others;  and  if  a 
vacancy,  then,  according  to  the  most  scrupulous,  a  right 
in  the  President  to  fill  it  The  next  error  is  one  partly 
of  fact — partly  of  construction.  It  consists  in  giving  to 
those  commissioners  the  appellation  of  public  ministers, 
and  thus  bringing  them  within  the  proviso  of  tiie  consti- 
tution, which  directs  that  such  oflicei-s  shall  be  appointed 
with  die  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

The  distinction  that  was  made  by  the  Senator  from 
Illinois,  and  supported  by  a  reference  to  liigh  autiiority 
on  the  law  of  nations,*  did  not  Aakc  upon  the  gentleman 

*  0/  Serra  Mhthnt.—"  Ai  il  hippt-u*  iW'qufinljr  itiat  Guvcrnniciiin 
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from  Virginia  the  impression  it  seemed  to  do  upon  the 
rest  of  the  Senate.  It  is  a  well  founded  distinction,  that 
which  he  thus  urged,  between  a  public  minister  and  a 
secretagent  Itseems  to  be  thought  that  the  nature  and 
stvle  of  the  niission  is  to  be  determined  by  the  manner  in 
which  the  powers  are  authenticated — not  by^e  character 
given  in  those  powers.  Sir,  there  are  gradesin  diplomacy 
which  ^ve  Afferent  rank  and  privileges — ttota  tn  ambas- 
sador to  a  secretagent.  The  lowest  of  these  may  have, 
for  the  purpose  oT  binding  the  party  he  represents,  the 
same  powers  that  are  usually  vested  in  the  highest.  A 
cliarg£  d'affaires  ma^  be  ordered  to  make  a  treaty,  or  to 
compliment  a  sovereign  on  his  accession;  but  he  is  neither 
more  nor  less  than  a  charge  d'affaires — so  tlic  same  acts 
may  be  done  by  a  secret  agent,  having  no  public  diplo- 
matic character. 

Ambassadors  and  other  public  miiusters  are  directed  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Prendent,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate;  because  public  missions  re- 
quired nosecrecy,  although  theirinstrtictions  might  But 
Ae  framers  of  the  constitution  knew  the  necesaty  of 
missions,  of  which  not  only  the  object  but  the  existence 
should  be  kept  secret  They  therefore  wisely  matle  the 
co-operation  of  the  Senate  ultimately  necessary  in  the 
first  instance,  but  left  the  appointment  Bolely  to  tite 
President  in  the  last. 

In  the  very  instance  before  us,  if  the  preceding  cfTorts 
to  fbrm  a  treaty  should  have  failed  from  too  treat  a  pub- 
licity being  given  to  a  mission  intended  to  be  Itept  secret; 
if  it  should  have  been  defeated  by  the  intferference  of 
other  Powers;  and  if  whatever!  success  the  present  at 
tempt  has  had,  mi^t  be  attribtited  to  the  secrecy  with 
which  the  principal  agent  lefl  the  United  States,  and  the 
ignorance  of  his  object  which  prevailed  among  the  minis- 
ters of  other  Powers  at  Constantinople;  if  it  should  turn 
out  that  these  things  were  so,  would  they  not  form  strong 
proofs  oftheutility  of  the'distinction  between  those  Affer- 
ent kinds  of  agencies;  the  public,  by  means  of  public  ac- 
knowledged ministers;  the  private,  by  agents  specially 
authorized  to  perform  a  cert^n  act,  unknown  to  all  but 
those  with  whom  they  treat. 

But  ftult  is  found  with  the  manner  In  which  these  agents 
were  constituted.  Their  powers,  it  is  said,  were  urider 
the  broad  seal  of  the  United  States,  certified  by  the  sig- 
nature of  the  President.  This  broad  seal,  or  g^at  aeal. 
as  it  is  alternately  called,  makes  a  great  figure  in  the  ar- 
gument. Let  the  President,  says  the  Senator,  send  his 
agents,  his  messengers,  his  spies,  where  he  pleases — let 
them  be  kicked  and  cuffed  by  the  authorities  to  which 
they  go,  he  cares  not.  But  the  broad  seal,  the  great  seal, 
should  never  be  profaned  to  such  vile  uses.  Now,  sir,  1 
am  not  quite  so  indifferent  about  the  usage  our  agents  may 
receive,  whether  they  are  commissioned  under  the  great 
or  Ihe  little  seal,  or  by  no  seal  at  all.  But  I  should 
be  glad  torknow  in  what  manner  a  President  is  to  signify 
to  a  foreign  State  hia  confidence  in  the  ngent  lie  employs, 
or  the  powers  with  which  he  chooses  to  inrest  Iiim,  in  any 
other  manner  than  by  his  signature  to  those  powers,  and 
the  addition  of  the  seal  of  the  United  Stated  which  au- 
thenticates it  To  deny  the  use  of  these  proofs  of  the 
commission  fpvcn  to  such  agents,  is  to  say  that  they  shall 
not  be  employed,  because  they  can  transact  no  business 
with  a  foreign  Power  without  the  usual  procfe  of  their 
mission.  But  the  right  to  employ  them  is  abundantly 
proved  by  the  laws  nations,  uid,  n  I  shall  show,  by 
tlie  constitution,  and  a  uniform  practice  under  it;  there- 
fore, tlie  use  of  the  aeal  makes  no  difference  in  the  nature 
of  the  misMon.  They  are  private  agents  for  the  transac- 
tion of  the  business  of  tiie  nation:  public  i^  in  one  sense, 
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tbe  KTcne  of  secret;  but,  in  anotiier,  it  memiw  what  ap-  sen-icea  in  the  capacity  of  secret  x^nts,  with  full  powen. 

^  _     .  ..J     i    x-A?  x1.  1-  T  ?   \  ' 


pertains  to  the  nation;  and,  in  thia  acceptation,  there  ie 
no  confounding  of  term,  by  aaying  that  a  secret  agent 
may  be  appmnted  to  truwact  pubUe  buuneaa.  The  com- 
nuBBonen  to  the  Forte  vere  auch  secret  a^nts{  their 
conmiiaMona  dumgh  it  gave  them  pletupotentivy  powerS' 
toe  a  natioul  mirpoBe,  was  a  secret  ^fency,  vnA  the  Pre- 
sdent  vas  nnoer  no  necessi^  to  nominate  them  to  the 
Senatef  it  would  have  been  an  act  of  imprudence  if  he 
had  done  so,  and  the  treaty  would,  most  probably,  have 
fiuled. 

Sir,  I  should  be  the  last  man  who  would  impute  to  any 
honorable  member  of  this  body  the  Indiieretion  of  dtvulg- 
ii^  any  thing  confidentially  committed  to  ua.  But  I  pnt 
it  to  the  Senator  who  told  us  bow  safely  all  negotiations 
miglit  be  cntrasted  to  its  mMMvment,  whether  he  ever 
knew  any  important  subject  of  our  confidential  debates 
that  was  not  first  wluspercd  about  in  the  taverns  of  the 
aty,  and  soon  afterwards  alluded  to  in  the  public  papers. 
Tbe  very  lubject  before  us  is  an  instance  of  what  I  say; 
the  injunction  of  secrecy  is  not  removed,  and  yet  provi- 
sions, which  it  is  supposed  tliattreety  contains,  are  as 
common  a  topic  of  dixcusnon  as  if  it  bad  been  published; 
riay,  in  the  'warmth  of  debate,  here,  with  open  doors — 
but,  sir,  I  will  pursue  that  subject  no  further,  lest  I  might, 
in  my  own  conduct,  afford  a  proof  of  what  I  assert.  Suffer 
me  to  repeat,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  justification  for  the 
emplwiDent  of  a  secret  agenqy,  the  circtunstances  of  this 
case  anord  it.  If  ever  tlicre  was  a  case  in  which  tbe  difB- 
ealty  of  confining  to  these  walla  what  passes  witliin  them 
when  o<ir  doors  are  shut,  thia  is  that  case. 

Grant  that  these  were  secret  agents,  and  not  public 
ministers:  it  is  3ud,  with  a  triumphant  tone,  show  the 
power  of  the  President  to  appoint  ihem.  Sir,  I  will  do 
this,  BO  that  every  unbelieving  political  apostle  who 
doubts,  imy  not  only  hear  and  see,  but  shall  lay -his  finger 
on  tbe  clause.  It  is  found  in  the  express,  unequivocal 
autboriW  gircA  to  llie  Frerident  to  make  treaties.  If, 
under  this  power,  he  lumself  should  duke  a  treaty  with 
afbretj^  minister,  and  submit  it  to  the  Senate,  could  it 
be  objected  to  as  being  unconstitutionally  negotiated? 
Surely  not  by  those  who  contend  for  literal  constructions. 
But  no  one  has  denied  that  be  may  do  it  alw  by  otliers; 
must  such  others  be  ambassadors  or  public  ministers' 
Dti'here  is  the  clause  that  restricts  him  to  such  agents 
We  hare  seen  that,-  by  the  law  of  natioiis,  otlier  gndes 
are  known  and  employed  under  tiie  title  of  secret  agents. 
What  tittle  in  the  constitution,  what  forced  construction 
of  any  word  it  cimtains,  can  be  made  to  show  that  lie  may 
not  make  choice  of  them  when  he  deems  it  expedient^ 
There  is  none.  The  power  to  make  treaties  is  given,  and 
with  it  the  power  to  employ  all  proper  means  to  eflect  it; 
secret  agents  are  stiimes  .proper  means,  and  thei-efore 
he  may  emph^  themi  tfiereibre,  he  must  employ  them 
whenever  he  thiniM  publicity  would  endanger  Uie  ftilure 
of  his  object  Now,  tar,  let  us  see  whetlier  a  practical 
construction,  in  every  tbii^  ConforOMble  to  the  princi 
plea  I  have  laid  down,  has  not  been  ptumed,  and  from 
what  period.  A  uniform  practice  in  conformity  with  any 
particttbir  construction  is  always  strong  evidence  that  its 
first  construction  is  correct;  as  apphed  to  our  constitu- 
tion, it  is  particularly  persuasive,  if  it  arose  under  the 
manageBient  of  those  who  framed  the  inatnunent,  and 
beat  knew  its  intentt  and  it  beetmies  almost  oonclus'.ve,  if 
the  practice  has  been  uninterrupted  and  uncpiestioned. 
All  these  chaxacteristicB,  unless  I  greatly  deceive  myself, 
will  be  found  in  the  sucoesslon  of  acta  to  wliich  1  now  in- 
vite the  attention  of  the  Senate. 

The  practice  of  t^poioting  secret  agents  is  coeval  witii 
our  existence  as  a  Kttion«  and  goes  beyond  our  acknow- 
ledgment as  such  by  other  Powen.  All  those  great  men 
who  have  figured  in  the  history  of  our  diplomacy,  began 
their  career^  nnd  performed  some  of  thdr  moat  impcvUnt 


Franklin,  Adams,  Lee,  were  only  commissioners;  ard  in 
negotiating  a  treafy  with  the  £mpcror  of  Morocco,  the 
seleetioD  <»  the  secret  agent  was  left  to  the  ministers 
pdntedto-make  the  treaty:  and,  accordingly,  in  the  year 
1765,  Hr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Jefferson  appomted  ThMDas 
Barclay,  who  went  to  Morocco  and  made  a  trea^,  wMi^ 
was  ratified  by  the  nunisters  at  Paris. 

These  instances  show  that,  even  pritn*  to  tbe  establi^- 
ment  of  the  Federal  Government,  secret  plenipotentiariM 
were  known,  as  well  in  the  pifectice  of  our  own  country  as 
in  tbe  genenl  law  of  nations;  and  thattiiese  secret  stents 
were  not  on  a  level  with  messenger*,  leuer  carrien^  or 
spies,  to  whom  it  has  been  fauna  necessary  in  argument 
to  assimilale  them.  On  the  SOtfa  March,  1795,  in  the  re- 
cess of  the  Senate,  by  letters  patent  under  the  great  broad 
seal  of  the  United  States,  ami  tbe  signature  of  thctr  Preri- 
dent,  (that  Prendeot  being  George  Washington,)  coun- 
tersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  David  Humphreys 
was  appointed  commissioner  plenipotentiary'  for  nego- 
tiating a  treaty  of  peace  with  Algiers.  By  instructions 
ftvm  the  President,  he  was  afterwards  authorized  to  em- 
ploy Joseph  Donaldson  as  agent  in  that  business.  In 
May,  of  uic  same  year,  he  did  appoint  Donaldson,  who 
went  to  Algiers,  and  in  September  of  the  came  year  con- 
cluded a  treaty  with  tbe  Dey  and  Divan,  which '  was  con* 
firmed  by  Humphreys,  at  Lisbon,  on  the  28th  November 
in  the  same  year,  and  aftei-wards  ratified  by  the  Senate 
on  tbe  — *  day  of  ■  ,  1796,  and  an  act  passed  both 
Houses  on  &h  May,  1796,  appropriating  a  large  sum, 
twentv-five  thoiisaiHi  dollars  aniiuoUv,  for  carrying  it  into 
effect 

[  call  tlie  aUention  of  tbe  Senate  to  all  the  facts  of  titis 
case,  with  tbe  previous  remark,  that  the  constrnction 
which  it  gives  to  the  constitution  was  made  in  the  earliest 
years  of  the  Federal  Go\'emment,  by  the  man  who  pre- 
sided in  the  convention  which  made  that  conatitution^  act- 
ing with  the  advice  and  aanatanee  of  the  leading  members 
of  that  body,  all  ftvsh  from  its  disetutteoi  men  who  had 
taken  prominent  parts  in  every  question  that  arose.  That 
in  the  Senate  which  ratified  i^  and  in  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives which  carried  it  into  excoutiun,  were  several 
members,  not  only  of  the  convention  when  it  was  formed, 
but  of  the  State  assemblies  where  it  was  discussed,  ana- 
lysed, ev»y  hidden  defect  brought  to  Ugtit;  every  possi- 
ble inconvenience  predicted;  every  construction  given 
that  ingenuity,  sharpened  by  opposition  nnd  party  feeling, 
could  c(Hice)ve:  where  amendments  were  proposed,  to 
remedy  apprehended  evil;  where  it  was  examined,  article 
by  article,  phrase  by  phrase,  not  a  word,  not  a  syllable, 
esci^ing  their  inquisitorial  scrutiny.  Yet,  by  tliose  men, 
with  this  perfect  and  recent  knowledge  of  the  constitu- 
tion, acting  under  the  solemn  obligation  to  preserve  it 
inviolate,  and  without  any  possible  motive  to  make  them 
fiarget  their  duty,  was  this  first  tiiveedent  set;  without  a 
single  doubt  on  the  mind  that  it  was  correct;  without  pro- 
,test,  without  even  remark;  A  precedent  going  the  full 
length  of  that  which  is  now  unhesitatingly  called  a  lawless, 
uncon^tutionnl  usurpation;  bearing  tiie  present  act  out 
in  all  its  parts,  and  in  some  points  going  much  beyond  it. 
Like  the  present  case,  it  was  an  appointment  in  the  rc~ 
cess  of  a  couunismoiter,  with  full  powers  to  make  a  treaty; 
those  -powers  were  antlienticatea  as  these  were,  by  the 
signature  of  tlie  President  and  the  great  seal  of  tlie  no- 
tion. But,h  differs  in  this,  that  the  commisnon  to  Col. 
Humphreys  was  an  original  appointment,  and,  therefor^, 
acconiing  to  the  new  doctrine,  more  objectionable,  no 
minister  having  before  been  appointed  to  treat  with  Al- 
giers. Whert^s,  in  tliis  case,  a  previous  commission  had 
been  given  by  Mr.  Adums,  which  was  vacated  by  the  recall 
of  tbe  first  powers,  and  the  apptrintmentof  Rhiud,  Offiey, 
and  Biddle.  It  went  infinituy  further  than  this,  in  giving 
to  the  minihter  the  authority  to  app<4nt  a  substitute,  and 
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in  the  fftct  that  the  substitute  negotiated  »nd  mode  the 
treaty — the  minister  remaining  in  Lisbon,  and  Donaldson 
guing  alone  to  Algiers,  where  the  treaty  was  concluded. 
Ibrk,  toot  that  tiie  comnunon  to  Hiunphreyi  is  dated 
,  only  three  weeks  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Senate  in 
lAvch;  that  Donaldson  was  employed  in  Hay;  and  that 
neither  Humphreys  nor  Donaldson  were  ever  nominated 
to  the  Senate,  althoug'h  the^  of  course  met  in  the  Decem- 
ber following'.  Look,  sir,  mto  the  executive  journal  be- 
ftire  you.  No  nomination  of  Humphrevs,  under  this  com- 
minion— not  a  syllable  siud  of  ponaldson.  Tet,  when 
tiie  treaty  came,  it  was  ratified;  yet  both  Houses  passed 
a  law  for  carrj'ing,  eo  noimne,  tliis  very  treaty  into  effect; 
no  squeamishness  about  the  phrase  under  which  the  ap- 
propriation should  be  made;  nothing  hidden;  the  whole 
transaction — tlie  mode  of  its  execution — the  agents  by 
whom  it  was  eflected,  broad  seal  and  all — the  ajipellation 
of  the  a^nt,  conunisrioner  plenipotentiary,  wluch  is  now 
so  offenufei  all  spread  before  the  Senate,  composed  of 
meti)  fonr.fifths  of  wliom  I  may.  1  tiiink,  say.  bad  either 
i^ded  in  makmg  Ute  constitutKMi,  or  deliberated  on  the 
propriety  of  hs  adoption,  and  this  treaty  sent  to  them  by 
George  Waahin^on.  Yet,  with  all  these  badges  of  law- 
less, unconstitutional  usurpation  on  its  back,  tlie  treaty' is 
rati^ed — the  law  passes.  No  grave  Senator,  no  inde- 
pendent representatirc  4isea  to  oppose  this  gross  assump- 
tion of  power.  DidpatriotinnsKeponitspost?  Where 
were  tlie  watchful,  -the  sworn  guardians  of  the  constitu- 
^n,  thus  palpab^  ri<^ted?  Where  were  the  Senators, 
jealous  of  tlieir  ri^its?  Where  the  represenlatives  of  the 
people,  sent  to  guard  the  palladium  of  their  liberties^  All 
silent;  not  a  vnrd  of  opposition;  not  a  whisper  of  doubt. 
And  yet  the  violation,  "gross,  open,  palpable" — more 
gross,  more  opt^n,  more  palpable  than  the  one  we  are 
now  warned  against,  because  in  more  points  it  contradicts 
the  construction  that  is  affirmed  as  tlie  only  true  and  or- 
thodox  Eiitli  by  which  we  may  be  politically  saved.  Ought 
not  Uiis  practical  and  contemporaneous  construction,  even 
if  it  stood  alone,  to  create  some  doubt  of  the  doctrines  we 
are  so  vehemently  urged  to  adopt'  Ought  not  the  exam- 
ple of  Washington,  even  if,  in  our  superior  wisdom,  wc 
now,  for  the  first  time,  guided  by  new  Ugbts,  find  it 
wrong,  ouglit  it  not  to  command  some  little  indulgence 
for  those  who  follow  it? 

Will  it  be  said  tiiat  this  example  does  not  spply  ?  Let 
the  difierence  be  pmnled  outi  and  where  they  diner,  the 
example  set  bjr  Washington  will  be  found  more  at  war 
with  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  Senator  from  Vii^ 
^ia,  than  the  acts  which  he  now  denounces  as  uncon- 
stitutional. 

Will  he  refer  again  to  the  war-conducting  power,  and 
call  the  treaty  with  Algiers  an  armistice?  The  treaty  it- 
self replies  to  this  answer — it  is  a  ^treaty  of  commerce,  as 
well  as  of  peace. 

But  this  is  not  an  isolated  case.  In  the  very  same  year, 
on  the  same  day  of  the  year,  the  30th  March,  1795,  David 
Humphreys  received  another  commisnon,  by  letters  patent 
from  Presiflent  Washington,  authenticated  in  the  same 
manner,  constituting  him  commissioner  plenipotentiary 
for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace  with  "the  most  ilhis- 
trlouB  the  Bauaw,.Lordi^  and  Governors  of  tiie  city  and 
kingdom  of  Tripoli,'*  with  like  power  of  substitution.  On 
the  10th  February,  1796,  he  transferred  his  powers  to 
Joel  Barlow;  and,  on  the  3d  January,  1797,  Mr.  Barlow 
made  a  treaty  with  the  Bashaw  and  his  Divan,  which  was, 
in  like  manner  with  the  former,  approved  by  Col.  Hum- 
phreys, at  Lisbon,  on  the  lOfh  February,  1797,  and  was 
ratified  by  the  Senate  the  following  session.  Here  we 
fiml  tliree  sessions,  afler  tlie  tuimmission,  pass,  before  the 
treaty  is  presented  to  the  Senate  fbr  its  confirmation, 
during  all  which,  no  nomination  of  eitiier  Humphreys  or 
Barlow  was  made.  Surely,  if  a  doubt  had  crossed  the 
mind  of  iJie  Fresdent,  that  mind  of  which  the  eminent 


characteristics  were  dehberalion  and  prudence,  if  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  had  passed  over  it,  would  not  the  same 
regard  f<»  the  constitution,  for  which  he  was  equiUy  re* 
markable,  have  induced  him  to  consult  his  cabiBct,  to 
consult,  as  he  frequently  did,  on  other  and  less  important 
occanons,  the  Senate?  Sir,  he  had  no  doubtsi'tbe  great- 
eat  and  best,  and  most  prudent  man  in  the  countiy  had 
no  doubts.  His  advisers  had  none — the  Senate  had  none. 
The  House  of  Representatives  did.  not  heutate;  and  the 
nation,  filled  with  men  whose  minds  were  enli;ghtencd  by 
continued  cUscussions  of  the  constitution,  approved.  Yet 
we  doubt.  Nay  more,  we  decide;  and,  admitting  no  con- 
trariety of  opinion,  stigmatize  that  very  conduct  thus  pur- 
sued by  Washington,  as  lawless  usurpation.  That  great 
man,  very  soon  after  this,  retired  from  ofSce,  cormng 
with  hitn  the  benedictions  of  his  fellow-dtizens,  and  little 
suspecting  that  this  wise  and  upright  act  of  hts  administra- 
tion wouM  draw  down  on  those  who  copied  it  the  re- 
proaches we  have  heard.  John  Adams,  who,  beudes  the 
great  diare  he  had  in  forming  the  constitution,  was  pre- 
eminently qualified  to  judge  on  every  question  relating  to 
foreign  intercourse;  who  might  be  styled  the  founder  of 
American  (Uplomacy — John  Adams  succeeded  him.  And 
he,  too,  strange  as  it  may  appear — he,  too,  fell  into  the 
same  fotal  error,  or  (If  the  case  is  as  clefw  as  is  supposed) 
Was  guilty  of  the  same  unpardonable  fault.  He,  too,  on 
the  18th  of  December,  1798,  put  his  signature  and  the 
great  broad  seal  of  the  nation  to  a  paper,  vesting  Ricbaid 
O'Brien,  William  Baton,  and  James  Leander  Cathcart, 
with  full  powers  to  negotiate  with  tlie  Dey  and  Regency 
of  Tunis,  aheraUons  in  a  certain  treaty  made  in  the  year 
1797,  by  Joseph  Famtn,  who  colls  himself  a  "French 
mertAant  rewding  at  Tunis,  and  charge  d'afiaires  of  the 
United  States."  These  gentlemen  made  the  new  treaty 
on  the  6th  March,  1799t  vet  neither  the  nomination  <tf 
the  French  merchant,  who'  made  tiie  first  treaty,  (which 
must  have  been  in  the  time  of  General  Wadiington,}  nor 
of  the  three  other  commisrioners,  was  ever  submitted  to 
the  Senate.  And  it  is  remarkable  that  this  last  appointment 
was  made  on  the  18th  December,  when  the  Senate  was 
in  session. 

During  the  administration  of  the  next  President,  Thomas 
JefTeraon,  only  one  treaty  with  the  Barbary  Powers  (that 
witli  Tripoli)  was  madei  lyit  as  the  negotiation  was  car- 
ried  on  by  Ifr.  I^r,  the  public  nunister  of  the  United 
States  at  that  place,  nothing  can  be  inferred  from  this 
transaction  that  bears  on  the  question;  but  Jefferson's  co- 
operation in  the  two  appointments  which  1  have  quoted, 
by  General  Washinpton,  leaves  no  doubt  of  hb  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution. 

Here  we  have  the  practice  of  Washington,  Adams,  and 
Jefferson,  uniformly  the  same,  lanctiomi^  every  part  of 
the  conduct  pursued  by  the  present  Chief  Mairittratei  and, 
in  some  instances,  as  I  have  shown,  pushit^  ue  construc- 
tion further  than  he  has  foqnd  it  neoeuanr  to  go.  But 
this  is  not  all :  Mr.  Madison  comes  next.  If^ any  voice  can 
be  called  the  oracle  of  the  constitution,  it  is  his:  if  any 
practice  under  it  can  be  deemed  void  of  error  or  inten- 
tional wrong,  it  is  that  of  the  wise,  the  venerated  MadiMm- 
What  did  he  do'  He  followed  precisely  the  route  in 
which  his  pKdecessors  trod.  In  the  year  1815,  hostilities 
having  been  commenced  by  Algiers,  he  commissioned 
William  Shaler,  and  (he  gallant  and  lamented  Decatur,  to 
negotiate  with  them.  They  concluded  a  treaty  on  board 
of  the  Uiiited  States'  ship  Gnerriere.  Dot  he  never 
nominated  them  to  the  Senate;  yet  the  treaty,  like  tlic 
others,  was  ratified  by  the  Senate  in  the  succeeding  ses- 
sion, without  a  question  as  to  their  right  to  co-opetate  in 
the  appoinbnent.  He  it  was,  too,  who,  in  the  .re<:ess  of 
tiie  Stenate,  sent  the  eommisHOn  which  made  the  treatv  of 
peace  with  Great  Britain. 

-Again:  Difficultiea  havfnf  arisen  as  to  tiie  execution  of 
the  treaty  with  Algiers,  another  comnusmon  was  issued  on 
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the  34th  of  Augutt,  1816,  to  Wiltiam  Shaler  uid  Isuc 
Ctuuncey,  who  renewed  the  rormer  treaty,  witfa  altera' 
tions,  on  the  23d  of  December  of  the  same  year.  And 
apin  the  Senate  were  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  appoint- 
ment, until  the  treaty  waa  sent  to  them  for  ratification. 
Tbis  is  the  last  treaty  with  any  of  the  Powers  professing 
the  Uahometan  faitU,  prior  to  the  one  that  has  given  rise 
to  this  discusuon.  And*  in  fonnine  this,  the  President, 
with  stronger  reasons  for  secrecy  uuui  any  of  his  nrede- 
cessors  han,  lias  only,  as  far  as  he  has  gone,  foUoweu  their 
example — followed  his  own  and  their  construction  of  the 
constitution — and  exercised  no  power  that  had  not  for 
krtj  years  been  universally  aclcnowledged  to  be  legiti- 
mate. I  bring  the  acquiescence  down  to  tbis  moment, 
because  the  questions  raised  on  tlie  Panama  misdon  are 
Bol  tliose  to  which  this  transaction  gives  rise.  Tlien  the 
objection  was  to  an  appointment  of  a  peculiar  nature — a 
tnisnon,  not  to  a  particubr  Power,  but  to  a  Congress  of 
Powers;  it  was  not  supposed  to  be  strictly  diplomaticf 
Our  agents,  it  was  feared,  were  to  act  as  deputies  to  a 
confederative  Government,  rather  than  as  ministers.  And 
to  this  was  added  the  difficulty,  at  that  time  first  raised,  to 
tke  power  of  creating  a  new  mission  in  the  recess}  here, 
however,  the  first  objection  cannot  apply,  and  the  pre- 
vious appotntznent  by  Mr.  Adams  t'«kes  away  the  second. 
The  objection,  then,  to  the  making  a  treaty  by  secret 
sgent^  whoae  nomination  is  not  sent  to  the  Senate,  is,  I 
repeal  a  new  objection  made  to  an  eslublislied,  and,  as  1 
believe,  a  perfectly  constitutiooal  practice.  The  objec- 
tion is  new,  but  it  may  yet  be  well  founded,  altJiough  I 
cannot  perceive  its  force;  and,  nut  perceiving  it*  must  be 
permitted  to  think  it  passing  strange  ttiat  It  never  before 
occurred  tu  one  single  individual,  who  has  ever  expressed 
his  opinion  on  the  subject,  as  far  is  my  limited  informa- 
fion  goes. 

There  are  tu-o  other  Presidents  whose  acts  and  opinion." 
00  this  subject  we  liave  to  examine,  in  order  to  complete 
the  series. 

On  Ur.  Uonroe'a  accession  to  the  Presidency,  he  found 
oirr  peace  secured  with  the  Barbory  Powers;  he  had,  there- 
fore, no  commissioners  to  appoint  to  them;  but  he  had 
participated,  as  the  head  of  the  Department  of  SUte,  in 
those  which  had  been  sent  by  Mr.  Madison;  and  we  may, 
therefore,  fairly  suppose,  that,  if  the  occasion  had  offered, 
he  would  have  followed  the  same  course.  Rut,  during 
hii  administration,  and  that  of  his  successor,  it  was  found 
Convenient,  in  the  exercise  of  the  same  constitutional  right 
of  making  treaties,  to  empluy  olher  agents  than  "ambas- 
fcdors  or  public  ministers,"  to  form  treaties  with  Euro- 
pean and  christian  Powers,  as  hatl  been  formerly  done 
with  the  Mahometan  SUtes  of  Africa,  Difierences  had 
existed  ever  since  the  treaty  of  1802  with  Spain,  not  only 
of  boundary,  but  on  account  of  claims,  to  a  vast  amount. 
The  leulement  of  the  dividing  line  between  the  United 
State*  and  Mexico  would  take  from  or  add  to  our  terri- 
tory an  extent  sufficient  for  the  establii^iment  of  several 
Slates.  And  the  acquisition  of  Florida  had  always  been 
considered  as  a  matter  of  primanr  importance.  If,  then, 
the  magiutude  ami  imporUnce  of  the  objects;  if  the  rank 
and  digmty  of  the  party,  required  that  the  negotiation 
aould  be  conducted  by  pubhc  ministers,  and  that  their 
appointment  ahmild  b«  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  here  was 
^  case.  Here  was  not  even  the  pteaof  tlie  recess.  For 
wring  the  aemoh  of  Congreas,  in  18l8-'19,  Mr.  Monroe 
gave  to  Mr.  Adams  plenipotentiaiy  powers  to  treat  with 
the  minUter  of  Spain,  and  make  a  settlement  of  all  these 
impwtant  matters.  He  gave  these  powers  by  commission 
nnder  the  great  seal.  He  never  communicaied  the  ap- 
pointment to  the  Senate,  although  they  were  in  sesnon. 
The  negotiaUon  was  carried  on  in  the  very  place  where 
they  sat,  and  was  eonchided  before  they  a^ourned,  by  a 
treai^  wM^puRhaaedthBt«oFloridas)  settled  our  boon* 
dary,  by  abandoning  our  claima  to  the  -  immcnae  extent  of 
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country  between  the  Rio  del  Ncnte  and  the  Sabine  i  and 
made  a  charge  on  our  treaairy  five  millions  of  dolbrt. 
Yet,  nr,  tlus  treaty  was  ratified  by  the  Scnafe,'aiid  not  one 
word  of  reprobation,  not  anaccent  of  doubt  uttered  as  to 
the  irregularity  of  the  conmisMHi  by  whidi  it  waa  mmk 
tiated;  and  both  Houses  jconoantd  m  iiasrim  kwa  war 
carrying  it  into  execution. 

Again:  When  Mr.  Adams  came  to  the  PreMaoqr,  1m  ia 
like  manner,  in  the  year  1826,  comnuMKmed  Mr.  C]ay  to 
treat  of  and  conclude  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigar 
tion  with  the  minister  of  Denmark;  which  treafy  waangned 
on  the  2€th  of  April,  in  the  same  year,  during  the  sittinr 
of  the  Senate,  and  in  like  manner  ,  ratified  by  them, 
though  the  appointmetrt  of  Mr.  Clay  was  never  made 
known  to  the  Senate,  and  of  course  was  not  confirmed  by 
them.  And  we,  nr.  «  e  ourselves,  every  one  of  us,  wlio 
now  hear  or  make  these  denunciations~we  have  ratified 
a  treaty  made  with  one  of  the  greatest  Powersof  Christen- 
dom, by  a  plenipotentiary  commisumed  under  the  great 
seal,  whose  appointment  a-as  never  sanctioned  or  sent  to 
the  Senate  for  its  advice;  and  that,,  too,  a  Power  with  which 
before  we  had  no  diplomatic  intercourse — ^with  Austria- 
made  by  the  present  Secretuy  aS  State,  under  a  special 
appointment  by  the  Premdent  Should  it  be  said  that 
this  practice  of  employing  a  special  minister  at  home  to 
make  treaties  with  a  fbr«gn  Power,  is  of  modem  date; 
that  it  does  not,  hke  the  case  of  the  Mediterranean  com- 
missions, run  back  to  the  early  paK  of  our  diplomatic  hia* 
titty,  1  would  answer  that  this,  too,  iian  error,  and  that  my 
construction  is  sanctioned  in  Uiis  alao  by  the  practice  of 
Waslui^rton.  As  early  ■■  the  year  IThA,  same  doubts 
having  arisen  a*  to  the  openitien  of  the  tUrd  article  of 
Mr.  Jay's  trea^,  Ur.  Picketing  wai  eomnUstioned  to  n«- 
gotiate  an  explanattMy  article,  which  was  agreed  to,  mb- 
mitted  to  the  Senate,  and  ratified  without  any  nomination 
of  the  negotiator  to  the  Seaate. 

'  Now,  nr,  does  not  this  uaiform,  tUs  unquoationed  prac- 
tice, carried  through  ertiy  Preaiden^,  from  that  of  the 
fidher  of  his  country  to  that  of  the  present  ineumbentt  i* 
it  not  strongly  persuanve  of  the  correctness  of  that  eon- 
atruction  which  gives  to  the  Preraient  the  power  to  maka 
treaties  whenever  he  ma^  deem  it  expedient,  by  a  special 
agent,  instead  of  a  public  nunister — to  give  full  powers^ 
under  the  great  seal,  to  such  special  agent,  and  to  omit 
nominating  Iiim  to  the  Senate  when  he  thinks  proper? 
Will  it  be  said  that  the  instancea  1  Itave  Ust  mentioned 
do  not  wply*  because  the  Secretanr  of  State  was  thn 
a^nt?  But  he  was  the  agent  only  by  the  special  con^ 
mission,  given  to  him  by  the  Prudent — a  commisnon* 
without  which  lie  could  not  have  acted,  which  as  Ua  fuU 
power,  he  was  obliged  to  intercliange  with  the  mimater 
with  whom  he  treated,  before  the  negotiation  could  be- 
gin. If,  as  Secretary  of  State,  the  duty  could  have  been 
done,  mere  insttuctiona  would  ban  sufficed— no  eom- 
misuon  would  have  been  neeeAary.  But  in  every  instance 
commlsHons  were  delivered,  in  the  same  foriB,  aa  to 
powers,  that  are  used  for  ministers  going  abroad.  Tho 
President  might  have  selected.any  other  individual,  and 
the  case  is  as  strongly  in  point  as  if  he  had.  Will  the 
gentleman  point  out  tlie  difference  between  these  i;asea 
which  he,  jointly  with  all  of  us,  has  approve<),  and  that 
which  he  now  so  violently  reprobates?  If  the  Preaident 
may  apiMint  a  special  agvnt  to  make  a  trea^  with  a  nation 
witii  whom  we  had  none  befbre,  without  tubnutting  the 
noiiunation  to  the  Senate;  if  he  may  make  such  an  ap* 

Enntment  for  a  negotiation  here,  can  be  not  make  a  timU 
T  appointment  for  a  negotiation  to  be  carried  on  in  CoiH 
stantinople  *  If  tlie  latter  is  forbidden,  where  is  the  clause 
that  authorizes  the  former?  If  the  fonaer  ialegid,  where 
is  the  clause  that  excludei  the  lattarf  Are  not  botii  es^ 
erciaed  under  the  same  constitutioiud  autfaoiity?  Wby» 
then,  sanction  the  one  and  denounce  the  other?  It  19- 
peara  to  ne  tik«t  a  sBtisbctaiy  umrn-  to  tbeae  qiietiM 
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vould  be  (UfEcuh,  ev«n  to  the  tnrenutty  of  the  morer  of 
flie  unendinent)  uid  tliAt  it  would  be  somewhat  difficult 
ftr  him  to  show -diat  there  is  any  one  of  the  inconvenienceB 
•&d  duigers  which  he  apprehends,  from  the  appointment 
eommissionera,  with  hill  powers,  ffoiaf  to  a  foreign 
country,  that  does  not  attach  to  negotiations  by  specud 
■fenti  at  home.  But  these  dangers  are  imaginary  in  both 
caaei.  Nothii^  either  of  them  can  do  has  any  fivce  until 
we  Mnction  h.  And  in  requiring  the  assent  utwo^hirds 
of  the  Senate  to  eveiv  treaty,  those  who  made  our  lorm 
of  Gov emment  thoa^t  thejf  ndfHtt  ii^y  tnut  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  President  in  suecting  die  sgents  for 
making  it. 

But  to  remove  ail  ^und  for  the  ^atinction,  take  an  in- 
stance from  the  same  collection  of  treaties  which  1  have 
before  quoted.  In  the  year  1818,  Mr.  Gallatin,  then  our 
minister  in  Fiance,  was  commissioned  jointly  with  Mr. 
Rush,  our  minister  at  St.  James*,  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with 
Enf^and,  in  the  same  manner  tliat  Uie  Secretaries  of  State 
were  commisaoned  to  negotiate  at  Washington.  This 
nomination  was  never  submitted  to  the  Senate,  yet  a  most 
hnportcnt  convention,  made  under  that  appointment,  was 
ratified  by  the  Senate;  so  that  lierc  we  have  commissioners 
^pointed  at  home,  abroad,  to  christians  as  wellas  infidels, 
hi  every  fenn,  in  ever  character  io  which  the  power  can 
be  exercise^  and  in  every  form  acknowledged  by  the  co- 
ordinate branches  of  Government  to  be  constitutional  and 
right;  and  yet,  ar,  it  is  now  undertaken  to  arraign  and 
denounce  it  as  a  uaiupation.  The  second  ground  uf  accu> 
aation,  ttiattiie  novunation,  though  made  mtherecess,  was 
not  subnutted  to  the  Senate  wlien  they  met,  has  been  an- 
iMdpated.  It  may  be  jurti^d  on  aeveral  grounds)  which 
were  those  wUch  actuated  the  Prendent,  as  1  am  not  in 
Us  counsek,  1  do  not  know.  It  may  be  justified  on  the 
iiWifni*r  of  keeping  the  misoon  a  secret  until  the  result 
was  known;  on  his  constitutional  power  of  originating  a 
-secret  mission  without  the  co-operation  of  the  Senate;  and 
on  the  inutili^  of  naming  persons  to  be  confirmed  in  offices 
which  were  temporary  in  th«r  nature,  and  which  must 
expire  before  the  c<mfinaation  by  the  Senate  could  be 
made,  oratany  rate  before  itooiud  reaeh  thein.  Thus 
Ae  treaty  widi  the  Perte  having  been  completed  before 
die  ai^oamroent  of  Cofurress  at  the  last  session,  it  would 
have  been  uselestto  confirm  the  powers  of  the  negotia- 
tors. I  pass  over  the  arg^ument  to  show  that,  ahhou^  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Offley  particularly  states  that  he  ngned  tlie 
treaty  on  Sunday,  yet  he  must  have  been  mistaken,  be- 
eeuse  no  christian  ma  countty  of  infidels  would  be  giulty 
of  a  brauAt  n(  the  christian  sabbath.  I  pass  that  over 
with  asl^g  bow  often  we  ourselves,  when  duty  required 
M,  have  not  mt  and  deliberated  within  these  very  walla  on 
the  same  sacred  day;  and  whether  disobedience  to  any  of 
our  1^^  acta,  done  at  such  a  time,  would  be  excused  on 
the  aUegadon  of  an  imposubiHty  of  our  having  been  guilty 
of  the  breach. 

Sir,  I  have  now  fintdied  a  taak  which  I  wish  had  fidlen 
liitQ  abler  bandi.  I  have  endeavtved  to  show,  that  if  the 
evil  whieh  is  denounced  ■■  a  lawlea  uitnpation,  be  tried 
by  a  btr  construction  of  the  federal  compact,  by  Its  co- 
temporaneous  exposition,  by  the  example  of  the  best,  and 
wisest,  and  most  prudent  men  who  have  directed  the 
aflhir*  of  the  country,  or  by  the  unifbm  practice  of  every 
Preheat,  sanctioned  by  the  acta  or  acquiescence  of  every 
Senate  and  every  House  of  RepreMiitatives  unce  the  in- 
atitvtion  of  our  Oovframentt  if  these  are  to  weigh  against 


would  be  dinmsed  to  indu^  him  with  this  evening,  he 
moved  in  adjownment.    The  motion  prevuledt  Mid 
The  Senate  a^oumed. 

TnrxaiiAT,  FxamuAxv  34. 

CRIMES  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  the  Senate  resumed 

ttie  connderation  of  the  bill  for  tiie  punishment  of  crimes 
within  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  C.  said  that,  when  tlie  bill  was  last  befbre  the 
Senate,  debate  arose  on.  a  motion  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Hathx]  to  recommit  the  bill  to  Ihe 
District  Committee,  with  a  view  to  striking  out  the  clause 
relative  to  punishtnent  for  duelling,  or  bring  concerned 
in  a  duel.  The  amount  and  importance  of  the  bunness 
before  the  Senate,  and  the  expediency  of  early  acting  up- 
on it,  induced  him  to  waive  any  remarks  at  this  Ume  on 
tlie  motion,  that  the  sense  of  the  Senate  might  at  once  be 
taken  upon  it.  If  the  bill  was  recommitted,  the  com- 
mittee would  of  cource  report  the  bill  with  the  clause 
Htricken  out;  and  he  could  see  no  necessity  for  its  recom- 
mitment, because  the  question  might  as  well  be  taken  now. 

Mr.  HAYNE  explained  the  reasons  why  it  had  not  been 
in  his  power  to  make  the  motion  at  an  earlier  day.  He 
was  desirous  of  tcstThg  the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  this 
particular  clause  of  the  bill.  If  the  recommitment  took 
place,  the  committee  would  either  strike  out  the  clause, 
or  80  modify  it  as  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Senate.  A. 
speedy  decinon  on  the  bill  was  denrable,  and  he  took  the 
occauon  to  say,  that,  if  this  recommitment  took  place, 
tliere  would  be  no  fiirther  opposition  on  bis  part.  Under 
the  present  provisions  of  the  bill,  not  only  tlie  parties  con- 
victed of  fighting  a  duel,  but  the  bearer  of  the  challenge, 
the  surgeon,  &c. — every  accessary — was  to  be  punished 
by  five  years'  hard  labor  in  tite  penitentiary.  'With  due 
deference  to  those  who  introduced  this  clause  into  the  lull, 
he  was  of  opinion  that  so  severe  a  mode  of  punishment 
would  destroy  the  whole  object  of  the  provtnon.  The 
pumsliment  was  so  severe,  that  no  jury  would  be  found  to 
enforce  the  provisions  of  the  law.  The  punishment  for 
crime  should  be  adapted  to  the  prejudices,  the  pasuons, 
and  opinions  of  the  people,  and  a  milder  cause  would  be 
found  to  answer  a  more  practical  purpose.  Perhaps  the 
better  course  would  be  to  strike  out  the  clause  altogether 
from  the  present  bill,  and  then,  by  niecial  statute,  pre- 
scribe the  punishment  for  duellmg.  This  bill  went  further 
than  the  laws  of  any  State  of  the  Union  on  the  subject; 
and  he  thought  that  if  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Senator  ftom  Lotusiana,  should 
pass  a  law  determining  what  the  punishment  in  such 
cases  should  be,  the  several  States  would  adopt  the  regu- 
lations of  such  a  law. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  recommitted}  but,  at  the 
sug^stion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  the  vote  wasrecon^ered* 
and  tlie  Senate  struck  out  the  clause  referred  to  altogether. 
Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  passed. 

THE  TURKISH  MISSION. 
The  Senate  having  resumtd  the  consideration  of  the 
appropriation  to  pay  thenegotiatorsof  the  Turkirii  tresly , 
Mr.  TYLER  said,  the  Senator  from  Louirana  [Mr. 
LivivosTOv]  liad  commenced  the  speech  which  he  yes- 
terday delivered,  by  repealing,  with  much  empbasia,  the 
words  "a  lawless  act,  and  in  derwation  of  the  riglils  of 
_  _  ,  .the  Senate.**  These  words  had  fidlenfrom  my  ct^ewue, 
die  denunciation  of  the  Senator  from  Vi^iua,  dien  the  said  Mr.  T.,  and  seemed  to  have  exited  the  fecltnga 
accusation  ftlls.  He  tias  urged  it  wtdi  vebemence  and  lof  the  booOMble  Senator,  and,  in  some  degree,  hie  dtf- 
xeal — he  has  enforced  it  with  his  accustomed  eloquence; '  pleasure.  My  colleague  requires  no  ud  from  me,  or  any 
but,aeeardingtothe  beat  judgment  that  (Sodhaa  given  me,  other  individual,  to  justify  either  hislanniage  or  hiscon. 
I  must  say  he  has  not  supported  it  by  a  single  proof.  ;duct.  The  motives  of  the  last  will  at  all  times  be  above 
Mr.  TYLER  rose  when  Mr.  Livihbstos  concluded,  reproach;  and  the  language  whidh  be  may  at  any  time 
and  stated  bii  wish  to  addrem  the  Senatet  but,  as  what  he  use  will  never  Qui  to  convey  most  strongly  the  idea  which 
Iwd  ta  my,  would  conmme  more  time  than  tlie  Senaton  it  is  intended  to  re|ffesent.    I  will,  however,  say  to  (be 
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hononble  Senator,  that  if  either  my  colleague  or  myaelf 
use  cxpresnons  not&mDiartuthc  ears  of  courtiers,  he  must 
excuse  our  rusticity,  and  ascribe  our  fault  to  our  course 
of  education,  and  the  land  from  which  we  come.  The 
inhabitants  of  that  republic  are  somewhat  a  bold  and  fear- 
less race,  and  practise  upon  a  principle  which  has  been> 
fur  all  time,  prevalent  among^  them,  of  calling  things 
by  their  right  names.  If  an  act  be  done  without  law, 
they  ctdl  it  lawless;  if  in  derogation  of  the  right  <^ others, 
they  say  to,  whomsoever  it  may  offend. 

Itie  same  gentleman  has  more  than  intimated  tliat  this 
was  not  the  proper  place  for  this  discussion  i  that  it  would 
Imve  been  better  to  hare  carried  it  on  in  secret  session. 
1  differ  with  him  in  this,  as  in  much  else.  By  and  by  I 
shall  show  that  the  opportunity  was' not  afforded  until  the 
lull  upon  your  table  came  up  for  connderationi  but  if  it 
bad  been,  oiu*  secret  chamber  is  no  place  fur  the  discus- 
son  of  a  great  constitutional  question.  It  was  proper, 
in  every  point  of  view,  that  the  debate  should  be  in  tlvis 
place.  Here,  before  the  public,  tlie  attack  should  be 
made.  In  tlie  face  of  the  world  our  reasons  should  be 
given  for  our  course  of  conduct,  and  for  the  attitude  wc 
assume  upon  this  important  subject.  This  discuation  has 
been  forced  upon  us,  from  what  motives,  and  for  what 
ends,  I  leave  to  others  to  determine.  Every  Senator  here 
can  testify  that  my  colleague,  in  a  da^  or  two  after  taking 
his  seat  this  session,  announced  Ins  opposition  to  the 
Goiirse  which  had  been  pursued  in  regard  to  the  late  mis- 
sion to  Constantinople.  The  Secretary  of  State  knew 
his  opinions  at  an  early  day,  and  yet  the  plain,  the  ob- 
lious,  the  palpable  course  by  which  all  controversy  might 
have  been  avoided,  has  been  made  to  yield  to  this.  The 
torch  of  discord  has  been  thrown  among  us,  and  the  unity 
of  the  party  with  winch  we  have,  with  but  one  excep- 
tion, acted,  is  for  the  time  broken  up.  This  claim  of 
individuals,  resting  merely  on  a  contract  with  the  Presi- 
dent, is  diverted  from  the  ordinary  course  of  private  and 
itidiridual  le^slation,  and  attempted  to  be  thrust  into  the 
general  appropriation  bill. 

1  am  aware  of  the  effect  of  this,  wliatever  the  dcngn. 
A  hue  and  cry  is  to  be  raised  at  our  heels.  An  anecdote 
win  serve  to  Utustrate  its  character.  The  night  succeed- 
ing the  day  on  which  my  colleague  drfivered  his  power- 
ful ugument  on  this  question,  the  Ice  in  the  Potomac  was 
put  in  motion,  and,  pressed  on  by  the  mountain  torrent 
produced  by  the  thaw,  carried  off  a  part  of  tJie  bridge 
connectiiw  this  with  the  Virginia  shore.  A  gentleman 
gave  me  the  information,  and  siud,.with  archness,  the  con- 
nexion between  Virginia  and  the  President's  mansion  b 
nowsevered.  My  colleague's  speech  doubtless  produced 
the  thaw;  and  to  him,  also,  will  be  ascribed  whatever 
evil  shall  arise  from  this  discussion.  All  are  esteemed 
schismatics  who  oppose  themselves,  no  matter  upon  what 
ground,  to  an  error  committed(  and  we  shall  be  pro- 
nounced heretics  by  the  political  Catholic  church.  In 
other  words,  an  act  is  done  which  in  our  consciences  we 
cannot  approve — which  those  who  have  the  management 
of  this  anair  are  told  in  advance  we  cannot  approve;  and 
then  we  all  are  to  be  denounced  as  schismatics,  and  all 
the  viala  of  wratli  are  to  be  emptied  on  our  heads.  This, 
sir,  is  a  perversion  of  all  justice,  of  all  moral  rule.  Those 
w^ho  perpetrate  the  en  or,  must  surely  be  respimsible  for 
consequences  resulting  from  it. 

It  is  our  dut^,  Mr.  PruMdent,  under  all  drcumstances, 
and  hovever  utuated,  to  be  fiutiiful  to  the  constitHtion. 
Etio  perpetua  should  be  the  motto  of  all  in  re^jard  to  thtf 
instrument,  and  more  emphatically  those  mto  whose 
hands  it  is  committed  by  the  parties  to  the  compact  of 
union.  Sir,  parties  may  succeed,  and  will  succeed  each 
other;  stars  that  shine  with  brilliancy  to-day,  may  be 
struck  from  their  spheres  to-morrow;  convulsion  may 
follow  convul»on;  the  battlements  may  rock  about  us, 
and  the  ttonn  rage  in  its  wildest  fmy^  but  wlule  the  con- 

\ 


'  stitution  is  preserved  inviolate,  the  Uberties  of  the  coun- 
try will  be  secure.  When  we  are  asked  to  lay  down  tlie 
constitution  upon  the  shrine  of  party,  our  answer  is,  the 
price  demanded  is  loo  great.  If  required  to  pass  over 
ita  vioUtion  in  silence,  we  reply,  that  to  do  so  would  be 
tnfidehty  to  our  trust,  and  treason  to  those  who  sent  us 
here.  The  consUnt  effort  of  Virginia  has  been  directed 
to  its  preservation;  the  political  conflict  of  the  hour  has 
never  led  her  to  yield  it  for  an  instant.  No  matter  with 
what  solemnity  the  violation  has  been  attended;  althou^ 
sanctioned  by 'tlie  two  Houses  of  Congress  and  the  Prew- 
deiit.of  the  United  States,  and  confirmed  by  jutMcial  de- 
cision, she  has  not  halted  in  her  duty.  How  little,  then, 
should  we  be  entitled  to  represent  her,  if  we  could  sobr 
forget  ourselves  as  to  hobble  in  our  course.  I>t  me,  sir,  be 
distincttv  understood.  I  lay  down  no  rule  for  others.  Sena> 
tors  here  will  prescribe  rules  for  themselves.  No  doubt 
all  will  be  governed  by  motives  e^^ly  pure  and  bonora^ 
ble;  but,  holding  the  opinions  which  I  do  upon  tliis  sub- 
ject I  should  esteem  myself  the  veriest  recreant  to  my 
most  solemn  obligations,  if  I  could  briug  myself  to  sup* 
port  tliis  appropriation. 

The  Senator  from  Louiwana  has  pronounced  it  a  new 
discovery  wluch  wc  liave  made— «  new  discovery,  sir? 
Was  it  not  proved  to  the  Sena^  the  other  day,  that  the 
power  had  ^ways  been  denied  to  the  Prewdent  of  send- 
ing ministers  to  foreign  courts  of  his  own  mere  motion? 
Sir,  neither  the  discovery  is  new,  nor  Uie  doctrine;  both 
are  as  old  as  the  constitution  itself,  as  I  dull  presently 
demonstrate,  from  the  very  letter^  of  tiiat  instrument. 
What  was  tiiat  question  which  but  a  few  years  since  di- 
vided  this  Senate?  What  was  the  Panama  question,  but 
the  bone,  flesh,  and  mew  aS  this' 

[Mr.  LIVINGSTON  explained.  He  had.  spoke  of  se- 
cret agencies:  no  one  haa  ever  objected  to  them  as  Un- 
constitutional.] 

Sir,  said  Mr.  Ttibb,  this  is  no  secret  agency,  in  the 
diplomatic  sense,  but  a  secret  embassy,  or  mission.  But 
let  us  return  to  the  P.inama  question.  What  was  that? 
Nothing  more  thiui  a  mere  abstract  declaration  made  by 
Hr.  Aciams,  that  the  right  to  depute  ministers  withot^ 
the  interpoution  of  the  Senate  fell  within  tlie  competency 
of  the  Executive  power.  He  did  not  appoint,  however, 
but,  as  the  constitution  required,  nominated  persons  to 
the  Senate  for  its  advice  and  consent;  and  yc^  what  was 
the  course  pursued?  There  then  stood  on  this  floor,  arm 
to  arm,  andshmdder  to  shoulder,  luneteen  Senators,  who, 
witii  their  shields  interlocked,  moved  with  tiie  irreustible 
force  of  the  Spartan  phalanx  upon  that  enemj^-principle 
which  threatened  to  overthrow  the  constitution.  _  The 
present  Secretary  of  the  Navy  moved  the  resolution  in 
the  fallowing  words,  viz. 

^'Resolved,  as  tlic  opinion  of  the  Senate,  inasmuch  as 
the  claim  of  powers  thus  set  up  by  the  Executive  might, 
if  suffered  to  pass  unnoticed  by  Uie  Senate,  be  hereafter 
relied  upon  to  Justify  the  exercise  of  a  similar  power, 
they  owe  it  to  themselves  and  Ute  States  they  represent^ 
to  protest,  and  they  do  hereby  solemnly,  but  reipectfiil- 
1y,  protest,  against  the  same.'* 

Mark  you,  sir — a  mere  claim  set  up.  The  apprehen- 
sion, that  tiiat  might  be  called  into  precedent,  to  justify 
the  exercise  of  a  similar  power  by  some  future  Execu- 
tive, was  sufficient  to  produce  so  solemn  a  resolution  as 
that  which  I  have  read.  Let  us  look  to  what  was  uttered 
in  debate  on  that  question.  Tlie  state  of  the  vote  has 
already  been  mentioned.  I  will  read  to  the  Senate  some 
of  the  remarks  which  fell  from  the  present  Secretary'  of  the 
Navy.  Before  I  do  so,  however,  let  me  speak  my  honest 
convictions.  I  do  not  believe  that  he  has  had  any  agency 
in  advising  this  mission  to  Constantinople.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  he  could  be  guilty  of  an  inconristency  so 
gross  and  palpable.  No  man  has  more  confidence  in  the 
finmiess  oi  his  adhcHon  to  the  principles  of  the  conatitn- 
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tion  than  myself,  fn  his  attachment  to  the  great  doctrines 
of  the  democratic  party,  he  is  a  fit  and  proper  represen- 
tative of  the  State  of  wiiich  he  is  a  native — a  State  wh'ch 
has  been  distinguished  by  nothing  more  strongly  than  by 
herunifiinn  devotion  to  theconstitntion.   'Hiatstarin  our 
political  galaiy  has  never  shed  "disastrous  tivili^ht,"  or  un- 
dergone eclipse.  Sir,  I  speuknot  ex  eaihedra.  I  have  had 
no  syllable  of  conversation  with  that  gentleman;  but,  from 
my  knowledge  of  his  character,  and  other  circumstances, 
I  am  ted  to  the  opinion  which  1  have  expressed.    **  I 
view,"  said  Mr.  Branch,  referring  to  the  resolution,  "the 
usurpation  which  Hnotices  and  purports  to  repelj  sail  Enk 
in  the  chain,  threatemng  the  most  portentous  and  cala- 
mitous consequences  to  the  liberies  of  this  people." 
"Isolated,  unconnected  with  anything  else,  yet  so  plain- 
ly and  palpably  conflicting  with  tlie  letter  and  siimt  of 
the  constitution,  it  is  truly  appalling  to  the  friends  of  li- 
berty." And  again,  "  It  is  time  to  re-enact  magna  charta; 
it  is  time  to  re-nsscrt  the  principles  of  the  declaration  of 
independence.**    The  mere  assertion  hy  the  Prcndcnt 
that  ne  possessed  the  power  of  appointing  ministers,  and  of 
originating  a  nusnon,  withaut  consulting  tlie  Senate,  pro- 
duced these  strong  expressions.  Magna  chai-ta  wasvii^ted, 
and  the  principles  of  the  Government  required  to  be  re- 
asserted.   I  might  multiply  quotations  from  the  same 
speech,  all  eqiisiUy  impressive,  out  I  will  pass  to  that  de- 
livered on  the  same  question  by  a  gentleman,  tlien  a 
Senator,  now  a  member  from  Kentucky  in  the  other 
House.    I  deem  it  necessary  to  quote  but  one  sentence  in 
order  to  cxlribit  lua  strong  convictions  on  this  claim  of 
power  set  up^  by  Mr.  Adama.    [Mr.  Ttli*  here  read 
from  Mr.  Johbsoh's  speech.]    **  I  think  1  mi^t  risk  the 
deciuon  of  this  question  upon  the  hazard  of  a  universal 
and  unanimous  opinion  as  to  the  plain  conunon  sense 
meaning  of  the  constitution."   To  cite  passages  equally 
atrong  nom  the  ^weches  of  others,  would  not  be  difncult 
The  o[uiuons  then  uttered  by  my  collemgue  are  the  same 
that  he  has  enforced  in  this  debate.   But  I  will  ^ve  you 
the  exprcsuons  and  opinions  of  a  gentleman  who  stands 
more  Immediately  connected  with  the  proceeding  now 
the  subject  of  discussion.    I  mean  the  Secretaiy  of  State 
— the  person  immediately  charged  with  the  management 
of  our  diplomatic  relations — one  upon  whose  advice  the 
president  doubtless  reposed  with  confidence.    I  have 
found  no  speech  of  his  reported  on  Mr.  Branch's  resolu- 
tion, and  imagine  that  he  delivered  none;  but  be  spoke 
on  the  Panama,  question,  properly  so  called,  and  subse- 
quently on  the  rules  of  the  Senate.    Z^etus  see  his  speech 
on  the  first qnestion.  [Here  Mr.T.  read  from  that  speech.] 
"  The  measure  is  deemed  to  be  (that  of  sending  nunisters 
to  Panama  without  previously  consultine"  the  Senate) 
within  ttie  constitutional  competency  of  me  Gxecutivet 
tha*  we  are  only  consulted  to  ol>tain  our  opinion  on  its 
expediency,  and  because  it  is  necessary  to  come  to  us  for 
•n  appropriation,  without  which  the  measure  cannot  be 
camed  into  effiect.  Yet,  ur,  the  first  blow  that  was  struck 
in  that  great  «ontest  which  subsequently  convulsed  the 
country,  and  the  first  voice  that  was  raised  to  arrest  the 
current  of  events  then  setting  in,  (speaking  of  the  suf^es- 
tioQ  wliich  was  made  by  the  first  Adams  relative  to  the 
mission  to  Berlin,^  were  on  points,  to  all  substantial  pur- 
posei)  identkial  with  the  present    Is  it  not  a  startling,  if 
not  an  ominoua  circumstance,  that  so'soon  under  the  pre- 
sent administration  we  should  have  presented  to  us,  in 
such  bold  relief,  doctrines  and  principles,  which,  in  the 
first  year  of  that  to  which  I  have  referred,  lud  the  prin- 
ciplt^s  of  the  most  bitter  and  unrelenting  feuds  ^  Does 
the  analogy  stop  here?   The  men  who  th«n  opposed  the 
mission  to  Berhn  were  denounced  as  opposiliontsts — as  a 
faction  who  sought  the  gratification  of  their  persond  views 
at  the  expense  of  the  public  good.    They  were  lampoon- 
ed and  vUified  by  all  the  presses  supporting  and  supported 
by  the  Govmunen^  and  a  host     malicious  parasites  ge- 


nerated by  its  patronage."  Yes,  sir,  and  we  shall  be 
lampooned  and  vilified  lor  the  course  which  we  now  pur- 
sue. My  colleague  read  corrt-cdy  the  handwriting  on 
tile  wall.  Wliat  was  fact  formerly  will  be  fact  again. 
But  let  the  storm  rage,  if  it  shall  be  so  willed  by  tbose 
who  control  the  operations  of  particular  presses;  I  stand 
here  the  advocate  of  the  constitution,  and,  if  necessarj-, 
I  .am  ready  to  become  the  victim  in  its  place. 

I  am  not  yet  done  with  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  will 
read  you  a  paragraph  from  a  speech  delivered  by  him  on 
what  was  commonly  called  **thc  Rules  of  the  Senate,"  a 
speech  delivered  amce  ]  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on 
this  floor. 

"  The  same  disposltiornto  limit  the  popular  branch  was 
forcibly  illustrated  in  the  diseuasions  of  the  fVn*cign  inter- 
course bill  in  1798.  It  was  upon  that  occasion  contended, 
and  successfully,  too,  that  the  House  of  Rppreaentatives 
had  no  discretion  npon  the  question  of  appropriation  for 
tlie  czpen.nefl  of  such  intercourse  with  fiireign  nations  as 
the  President  saw  fit  to  establish;  .that  they  would  be  just- 
ly obnoxious  to  the  imputation  of  gross  delinquency  if 
uiey  hentated  to  make  proTiurai  for  the  salaries  of  such 
foreign  ministers  as  the  President  with  the  assent  of  the 
Senate  should  appoint.  What  would  be  tiie  feelings  of 
real  and  unchanged  republicans  in  relation  to  such  doc- 
trines at  tliis  day?  Associated  with  them  was  the  bold 
avowal  that  it.  belonged  to  the  Prendent  alone  to  decide 
on  the  propriety  of  tne  mission;  and  that  all  the  constitu- 
tional agency  which  the  Senate  could  of  rigbt  hare,  was 
to  pass  on  the  fitness  of  the  individuals  selected  as  minis* 
ters.  It  was  pretensions  like  these,  sud  Mr.  Tan  Bu- 
ren,  uded  by  unceaung  indications,  both  in  the  internal 
and  external  movements  of  the  Government,  that  pro- 
duced a  deep  and  settled  conviction  in  tiie  public  mind 
that  a  design  had  been  conceived  to  change  the  Govern- 
ment from  its  simple  and  republican  form  to  one,  if  not 
monarchical,  at  least  too  epergetic  for  the  temper  of  the 
American  people.**  Indeed,  sir,  the  avowal  that  the  Pre- 
sident alone  possessed  the  power  to  decude  on  the  pro- 
priety of  a  mission,  and  that  all  our  a^ncy  consisted  in 
determining  on  the  fitness  of  the  minister  to  be  sent,  if 
not  monarcliical,  is  at  least  too  energetic  in  its  tendency, 
bold,  and  somewhat  reckless;  andyetamission  originated, 
and  not  even  the  names  of  the  ministers  sent  into  the 
Senate;  and,  that,  too,  notwithstanding  a  long  session  of 
that  body  had,  in  fact,  intervened.  Wh^,  sir,  here  is  not 
onlv  a  bold  avowal,  but  tbe  actual  exccuUon  of  that  avowal 
witlii  a  vengeance.  Not  only  no  previous  consultation 
with,  but  no  nomination  even  ever  submitted.  The  Se- 
cretary also  voted  for  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Branch  in  the 
only  form  in  which  he  could  express  his  opinion.  And 
yet,  "  ere  those  shoes  were  old"  with  which  he  followed 
(not  '<  like  Niobe,  all  tears,**  but  witii  a  lieart  full  of  joj 
and  gladness,)  the  last  administration  to  itsgrave,  the  same 
doctrine  is  carried  into  full  practice.  Wliat,  air.  make 
war  upon  an  abstraction;  cause  the  thunders  to  roH  and 
the  lightnings  to  flnsh,  in  order  to  annihilate  a  mere  ab- 
straction, and  yet  call  upon  us  to  sanction  its  practical  ap- 
plication! Will  gentlemen  recant  thus  their  opinions 
solemnly  recorded.'  Shall  it  be  said  that  we  can  give  two 
readings  to  the  constitution,  and  tliat  tliat  which  is  uncoa- 
stitutlraial  in  Mr.  Adams's  time  becomes  ririit  and  povpct 
under  General  Jackson?  Shall  ve  put  on  our  opimons 
witii  as  much  ftdlity  as  we  do  our  gloves'  Have  we  tw*  good 
grounds  to  complain  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  if  he  ad- 
vised this  mission?  and  that  he  did  so,  I  cannot  bring  my- 
self to  doubt.  Bas  not  the  whole  Jackson  party  cause  to 
complain?  Was  there  any  question  on  which  tbat  par^ 
stood  BO  deeply  committed  as  oy  this?  None,  sir;  not  one. 

Even  if  there  existed  an  aptness  in  tite  cases  referred 
to  by  the  Senator  from  Ixniisiana  as  funusbing  precedents 
to  justi^  this  mission,  howsoever  they  .mij^t  influence 
the  President,  they  can  fiinush  no  excuse  vx  the  Sccre- 
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tary,  his  constitutional  adyiaer.  Those  cases  were  all 
paraded  in  the. discussion  on  the  Panama  question;  they 
were  commented  on,  and  their  force  overthroiiro.  Can 
an  actor  in  that  proceeiUne  now  repose  for  his  justifica- 
tion on  ]A'ecedents  which  had  been  declared  of  no  force 
or  effect?  Let  it  not  be  nid  that  the  Preudent  is  alone 
liable  to  be  questioned.  The  constitution  has  placed 
around  him  advisers  in  the  wreral  departments,  and  for 
the  counsel  they  may  nre  him  they  are  anawenble,  not 
only  to  him,  but  to  public  opinion. 

But,  Mr.  President,  we  are  told  by  the  Senator  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Ka^tk,]  that  these  persons  were  not  public 
li^nistrra.  Nov,  sir*  tiiere  ia  an  old  sayings,  and  a  very 
wne  one — "nre  ua  from  our  fiienda,  and  we  will  take 
ore  of  our  enemiea;"  and  never  was  it  more  applicable 
thin  on  the  preaent  occaiion.  If  an  attempt  is  made  to 
excuse  a  thing,  and  the  excuse  prove  insumcienti  better 
bjr  a  hundred  times  had  it  never  been  urged.  Why, 


nr,  if  these  were  not  public  agents,  what  in  the  name  of,  ^pointmentcannot  precede  a  nomination,  nor  can  it  take 
common  sense  were  they?   Formerly,  ai>d  no  doubt  it  is  place  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  Did 


■tin  the  case,  kings  and  potentates  had  their  private  am- 
bassulors.  lliey  are  deputed  to  transact  some  matter 
ippertaining  solely  to  the  Kinc,  their  master.  They  may 
be  charged,  like  an  Earl  of  Suffolk  in  former  times,  to 
negotiate  a  treaty  of  marriage;  or,  like  somebody  else, 
to  present  congratulations  on  the  birth  of  an  heir  appa- 
rent, or  to  purchase  acrown  jewel.  These  would,  indeed, 
be  private  agents,  such  as  the  President,  not  as  President, 
but  as  an  inuvidual,  may  employ.  But  who  would  think 
ftr  a  moment  of  quartering  such  agents'  on  the  treasury  ? 
Sir,  it  is  the  employment  which  ^ves  character  to  the 
sgent  If  sent  on  a  high  embassy,  involving  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  countiy,  whether  his  character 
be  pubHcty  known  or  not,  is  wholly  immaterialt  and  the 
ven-  quotation  from  Martens,  which  he  has  relied  on,  is 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  Senator  of  this:  for,  says  that 
writer,  " secret  embassies  are  of  many  sorts." 

If  the  court  to  which  he  is  sent  (speaking  of  one  em- 
p^ed  on  a  secret  embassy)  "be  informed  of  the 
(Aject  ofhis  nusuon,  he  ought  to  be  granted  all  the  invio. 
WHlily  due  to  him  as  minister,"  Did  Mr.  Hhind  make 
known  to  tlie  Porte  his  true  character?  Was  he  not 
recognised  in  that  character?  Did  he  not  exhibit  his 
credentals,  enter  into  a  negotiation,  and  conclude  a 
treaty  of  commerce  and  navigatioQ?  Who  doubts  this? 
The  ^tthat  the  treaty  is  ratified,  speaks  all  that  I  ask. 
But,  nr,  in  what  alamentable  position  is  this  argument  of 
the  gentlemam  i>laced  by  the  President's  own  avowal, 
made  but  a  day  since  in  the  face  of  the  public?  I  hold 
in  my  hand  the  Intelligencer  of  this  morning,  containing 
a  mem^  from  the  Prerident  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, covering  a  letter  from  Mr.  Rhind  on  the  sub- 
ject certjun  fine  Arabian  steeds  presented  to  hhn  by 
the  Sultan.  QHete  Mr.  T.  read  a  portion  of  Mr.  Rhind's 
letter,  in  which  he  uses  the  following  language:]  "  Al- 
though tfiis  was  evidently  not  intended  to  me  (speaking 
of  the  present)  in  my  officaal  capacity,  unce  the  ministers 
were  aware  I  could  not  accept  them  as  such,  still  the  gifl 
was  one  that  could  not  be  returned  without  givmg 
offence."  And,  but  for  his  official  capacity,  said  Mr.  T., 
vbj  riiould  Congress  be  troubled  with  the  subject  at  all? 
The  mandate  of  the  constitution  interposes  with  the 
declaration,  **that  no  person  holdti^  any  office  of  proBt 
or  trust  under  the  United  States  slull,  without  the  con- 
sent of  Congress,  accept  of  any  present,  &c.  from  any 
king,  prince,  or  foreign  State."  The  President,  tlien, 
acknowledges  Mr.  Rhind  to  have  been  an  officer  of  Go- 
vernment; and,  as  I  am  indifferent  about  names,  if  gen- 
tlemen choose  to  unminister  Mr.  Rhind,  if  I  may  coin  a 
phrase,  I  care  not,  so  they  do  not  deny  tliat  he  was  an 
officer  of  the  Ooremment  Thqjanguage  of  the  consti- 
tution  embraces  as  well  the  case  of  aa  officer,  however 
Hibordinate,  a»  of  an  envoy  extntmdinary.    But,  ar,  if 


the  circumstance  of  these  persons  having  been  engaged 
on  asecret  mission  converts  them  into  mere  secret  agents 
of  the  President,  1  beg  to  know  what  becomes  of  ua 
when  we  go  into  secret  session.  Do  we  cease  to  be 
public  agents  while  sitting  with  closed  doors?  True,  we 
«t  not  then  in  public,  but  in  seo-L't;  but  what  new  cre- 
dentials are  nude  out  for  us?  Away,  then,  with  these 
flimsy  apologies.  Let  us  meet  this  question  boldly  and 
fearlessly.  Let  us  tell  the  President  that  he  has  erred. 
Let  us  be  true  to  ourselves,  to  our  constituents,  but, 
above  all,  to  the  constitution.  What  is  the  language  of 
that  high  instrument?  "  He  shall  nominate,  an^  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appdnt, 
ambassadors,  and  other  public  mimaters  and  consul^ 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  oU  other  officers  of 
the  United  States,  whose  appointments  are  not  herein 
provided  for  and  established  by  law."  The  obligation 
to  nominate  is  one  thing,  that  to  appoint  another.  An 


the  President  nominate  these  commisnoners,  these  am- 
bassadors, ^ese  official  i^ents?  Gentlemen  can  take 
their  Ihoice  of  terras.  .No.  iHdheappmnttiiem?  Tes, 
no  one  doubts  it.  Has  he  appointed  them  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate?  No:  for  no  nomi- 
nation ever  was  submitted  to  the  Senate.  What,  then,  is 
the  inference ?  It  is  plain  and  palpable;  I  need  not  ex- 
press it.  Sir,  is  not  tuis  enough  to  give  us  pause?  Lan- 
guage cannot  be  clearer,  sense  more  unincumbered,  or 
injunction  more  obvious.'  These  arguments  apply  as 
Well  to  the  ministers  sent  by  Mr.  Adams,  so  &r  as  their 
true  character  has  been  made  known,  as  to  those  sent  by 
President  Jackson.  Ko  one  can  sanction  the  one  and 
disapprove  the  other,  or  disapprove  the  one  and  sanction 
the  other.  By  a  subsequent  clause  in  the  constitution, 
authority  is  given  to  tlie  President  to  fill  vacancies  occur- 
ring during  the  recess.  No  man  can  mistake  the  true 
meaning  of  that  clause— vacancies  which  occur  between 
session  and  snsion  of  Congress  should  be  filled  by  the 
President;  but  he  is  botmd  to  nonunate  to  the  Senate 
during  the  session  succeeding  such  appointment;  and  to 
guard  and  limit  this  power,  the  commis^on  expires  with 
such  session.  Any  other  reading  would  invest  the  Presi- 
dent  wiU)  unlimited  and  uncontrollable  power.  Can  we 
possibly  nustake  a  text  so  plainly,  so  dearly  expressed? 

1  have  read  to  the  Senate  the  clause  in  the  constitution 
relating  to  this  subject.  I  have  said  that  no  man  could  mis- 
take the  meaning.  I  beg  leave  torecant  that  expression. \ 
There  is  one  class  of  men  who  may  construe  it  dinerently: 
statesmen,  they  call  themselves;  but  no  more  like  states- 
men of  former  times  "than  I  to  Hercules."  They  be- 
long not  to  the  earth,  nor  deal  with  it  justly;  they  apul'U 
the  ground  on  which  they  walk.  Following  the  hgfats  of 
a  bewildered  imagination,  they  rush  into  speculations,, 
and,  in  their  mad  career,  trample  under  foot  rights  natu- 
ral and  chartered.  The  constitution  presents  no  bamer 
in  the  way.  Its  language,  however  simple  and  plain,  is 
construed  into  an  ambiguous  text  to  suit  their  ruinous  de- 
signs. Every  thing  is  too  plain  and  simple  for  their  vast 
minds.  They  go  for  splendor;  and  what  does  not  fitter, 
is  regarded  as  worthless.  Hay  heaven,  in  its  gomlness, 
reUeve  us  from  all  the  tribe.  Sir,  I  take  tile  nmplc, 
unambiguous  language  of  the  constitution  as  I  find  it.  I 
will  not  inquire  what  it  should  be,  but  what  it  is,  when  I 
come  to  decide  upon  it.  The  wisdom  of  our  illustrious 
ancestors  framed  it;  and  when  I  am  asked  to  exchange  it 
for  the  policy  of  the  hour,  I  answer,  nay.  No  matter  by' 
wliat  circumstances  I  may  be  Surrounded — abused,  slan- 
dered, vilified,  as  much  as  my  bitterest  enemies  may 
please — this  riuJI  be  my  answer:  Every  day's  experience 
satisfies  me,  that,  anudst  all  thetunndl  and  confusion  ofpar- 
ties,  the  first  post  of  safety  is,  to  stand  by  the  constitution; 
the  second  post  of  safety  is,  to  stand  by  the  constitutitmt 
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,  uid  the  last  port  of  safet]''  to  stand  by  the  constitu- 
tion. 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Dickkbiok]  cited, 
as  matter  of  history,  the  nomination  by  the  elder  Adama, 
in  1799,  of  Mr.  Smith,  as  minister  to  the  Porte;  for  what 
purpose,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  imagine.  The  appointment  was 
made,  but  nut  accepted.  In  my  conception,  it  operates 
disadvantaffeously  to  the  recent  proceetung. 

When  a  Doy,  T  learned  that  the  elder  Adams  waa  the 
advocate  of  strong'  ^Temment  He  had  held  up,  by 
his  writing  the  British  Government  as  the  most  staipen- 
dotis  &bnc  of  hiunan  tnTention;  aad  yet  he  deemed  it 
his  bounden  duty  to  send  no  minister  to  Constantinople 
without  previously  submitting  the  nomination  to  the  Sen- 
ate. Was  there  my  greater  necesuty  for  doiof  so  in  this 
mstance  than  m  that."  The  objects  were  the  same.  If  it 
be  said  that  secrecy  waa  more  necessaiy  now  than  then, 
might  not  the  message  have  enjcMned  secrecy  *  And  is 
there  any  man  here  who  would  nave  be*trayed  his  trust? 
But,  sir,  are  the  forms  of  the  constitution  to  be  disregml- 
ed,  because  the  Executive  may  deem  it  proper  to  keep 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  world  its  scnemes  of  diplo- 
macy? What  is  this  but  to  make  the  Executive  superior 
to  the  constitution? 

With  regard  to  the  precedents  relied  upon  in  this  de- 
bate, I  have  cme  answer  for  all  of  themt  and  it  is,  that, 
even  if  they  were  all  in  point,  the  constitution  would  re- 
main unchanged.  Shall  we  consecrate  abuse?  Shall 
we  plead  precedent  to  justify  error?  Is  tbe  le^slation 
of  CanereBs,  or  the  action  of  the  Executive  Department, 
above  tiie  constitution?  Shall  the  creature  claim  to  con- 
trol the  creator?  Pile  precedent  upon  precedent  until 
you  make  Ossa  like  a  wart,  and  yet  no  suffident  justifi- 
cation is  furnished  tot  the  Executive.  Sir,  I  am  willing 
to  admit  that  these  precedents  may  be  urged,  and  I  care 
not  how  successfully,  in  excuse  of  the  President.  They 
have  nuded  others,  and  why  not  him?  But  in  my  opinion 
'  he  has  been  misled;  and  it  is  my  solemn  duty  to  say  so. 

My  collesj^e  has  anticij}ated  the  answer  to  aU  those 
cases,  and  it  would  be  idle  fbr  me  to  tread  upon  the 
ground  over  which  he  has  gone.  They  have  no  just  ap- 
l^cation  to  the  question  now  under  discussion.  Much 
stress  is  laid  on  the  circumstance  that  treaties  have  been 
negotiated  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  Now,  I  do  not 
mean  to  decide  a  question  not  before  me,  but  I  can  well 
conceive  a  marked  and  strong  difference  between  that 
case  and  this.  The  Secretary  of 'State  is  an  officer  known 
to  exiatioff  laws.  He  is  nominated  to,  and  a^ptunted  b^ 
and  witii  uie  advice  and  consent  of  Uie  Senate.  He  is 
charg^ed  with  the  diplomatic  relations  of  the  country. 
With  ministers  near  this  Government,  it  is  his  duty  to  car. 
ry  on  correspondeacc.  He  is  the  true  constitutional 
CDannel  through  which  the  sentiments  of  tlie  President 
are  made  known  to  foreign  nations;  and  1  can  see  no 
great  impropriety  in  the  President's  investing  him  with 
power  to  sign  a  treaty  which  the  Secretary  has  himself 
negotiated,  and  to  exchanj^  its  ratifications.  But,  sir,  to 
nuuce  that  case  parallel  with  the  present,  imagine  tiiat 
the  President  commissions  him  as  a  minister  to  a  foreign 
country,  without  any  nomination  to  the  Senate;  or,  sup- 
pose he  appoints  him  Secretary  of  State,  without  the 
sanction  or  autiiority  of  the  Senate^  then  a  case  like  that 
under  discussion  arises;  and  the  answer  to  both  is  the 
lame— the  constitution  forbids  it. 

I  have  expressed  to  you  candidly  mv  own  convictions 
upon  this  Buoject;  many  gentiemen  will,  no  doubt,  take 
Dppoute  views  from  those  I  entertain.  If  so,  I  know  how 
to  tolerate  differences  of  opuiion  between  men.  Such 
Senators  will,  no  doubt,  be'  actuated  by  as  honest  inten- 
tions as  myself.  For  myself,  the  path  Of  duty  is  straight, 
and  1  shall  walk  in  it.  Shall  I  displease  the  President  by 
doing  so?  If  I  do,  I  cannot  help  it.  But  I  claim  to 
follow  In  the  footsteps  of  his  cxamplei  and  bright  and 


glorious  is  that  example.    When  he  exercised  his  veto 

over  certain  bills  during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  he 
had  my  most  unqualified  applause.  S  hive  seen  much 
in  his  career  to  applaud.  The  patriot  who  has  sited  liis 
blood  on  tiie  embattled  plain  in  behalf  of  his  country', 
will  not  hesitate  to  approve  the  effort  which  is  made  to 
save  the  constitution  from  the  eflTect  of  an  error  into 
which  he  may  have  fiJlen.  He  ratifies  no  error  of  ours. 
The  two  Houses  of  Congress,  no  douht  with  solemn  con- 
victions of  both  its  expediency  Mid  constitutionality,  pass 
a  bill,  which,  in  his  estimation,  infiinges  on  the  constitu- 
tion; with  Roman  firmness  he  forbids  its  becominga  law. 
Shall  we  rival  this  example,  or  shall  we  be  less  ftiitliful 
to  tiie  trust  confided  to  us?  The  different  departments  , 
of  the  Government  are  intent^d  to  check  each  other. 
In  the  L^pslature  each  branch  has  a  check  upon  the 
other,  ana  the  President  on  both,  while  each  has  a  check 
on  him.    We  will  do  our  duty,  then,  as  becomes  us. 

It  is,  however,  repeated,  t^at  it  is  now  too  late  to 
object:  we  should  have  objected  to  ratifying  tiie  treaty. 
I  had  hoped  not  to  have  heard  tlus  argument  repeated, 
after  the  conclusive  answer  which  was  given  to  it  by  my 
colleague.  When  a  treaty  is  submitted  to  the  Senate, 
tlie  only  question  which  properly  arises  is,  merelpr,  is  it 
good,  or  IS  it  bad?  If  the  firsU  it  should  be  ratified;  if 
the  last,  rejected.  Tlie  President  is  invested  witj;  fiiU 
power  to  negotiate  all  treaties;  and  when  he  asks  an 
appropriation  to  the  ministers  employed  in  negotiating 
it,  the  question  then  for  the  first  time  comes  up  as  to 
the  legality  of  their  appointment  Here,  then,  is  our 
reason  for  not  having  discuned  tiiis  matter  in  secret  ses- ' 
rion,  apart  from  all  others.  But,  forthermorej  two  alter- 
natives were  presented,  and  we  had  a  riglit  to  exercise 
a  sound  discretion  in  choosing  between  them.  We  would 
obviously  take  that  which  would  produce  the  slightest 
injKry.  Agwn,  it  is  said  that  we  have  t^^ken  to  ourselves 
the  benefit  of  others'  labor,  and  we  ought  to  pay  for  it. 
No  dne  denies  it.  It  has  never  been  denied.  But  I  take 
it  tiiat  there  is  a  manifest  difference  between  an  appUca> 
tion  made  by  the  Government,  and  one  made  by  an  indi- 
vidual. The  one  addressea  itself  to  our  obligationB  of 
duty,  the  other  to  our  convictions  of  wlwt  may  be  Just 
or  equitable.  To  sanction  the  fli-st,  is  to  approve  the 
course  wbich  the  administration  has  pursued,  and  to 
sacrifice  principle.  To  respond  to  llie  supplication  of 
the  indindual,  is  to  obey  the  suggestions  of  a  benevolent 
policy.  The  eiror  of  Government  we  will  not  sanction, 
but  we  will  redress  to  the  man  the  injury  whidi  that 
error  may  have  produced,  but  it  must  be  on  his  prii-ate 
petition  or  application.  Ti\e  SecretaTy  of  State  would 
then  be  heard  as  a  mere  witness  in  behalf  of  the  applicant, 
not  as  an  officer  of  Government  making  a  requisition 
upon  us,  I  care  not,  however,  for  the  mere  form  in 
wliich  this  thing  is  done,  provided  the  great  prindple  be 
saved;  and,  before  I  take  my  scat,  I  shall  move  an 
amendment  ifhich  will  save  that  principle. 

Why,  then,  should  we  have  been  j^ded  into  oppos- 
tion  to  tbe  administration  by  a  perseverance  in  a  course 
which  we  cannot  approve?  Why  presented  to  the  public 
in  an  attitude  which  we  earnestly  desire  to  avoid?  Is  it  a 
part  of  the  policy  of  the  times?  Heretofore — for  we  have 
differed  from  the  President  but  upwn  one  question  of 
importance — we  acted  then,  as  we  do  now,  upon  high 
pnntuples.  We  deemed  it  tiien,  as  the  constitutioml 
advisers  of  the  President,  our  imperious  duty  to  tUSer 
from  him  in  opinion.  The  principle  involved  was  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  freedom  of  the  press;  we 
deemed  it  as  hazardous  to  make  the  press  the  prominent 
subject  of  Executive  favor,  as  of  Executive  displeasure- 
The  influence  of  money  is  moi'e_  irresistible  than  that  of 
force.  In  tiiis  country  there  is  no  danger  from  the  last; 
but  the  first  is  the  lever  by  which  free  systems  arc  over- 
turned.   We  rested  upon  tlie  good  sense  of  the  public 
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for  our  vindication^  and  fol^d  our  arms  in  ulenee.  We 
thereby  gave  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  our  desire 
for  the  Prendent's  success  in  the  administration  of  the 
Government.  What  was  our  reward?  Were  we  treated 
with  onUnary  civility }  We  were  declared  to  be  in  oppo- 
ntion  to  the  administration.  Hard  nanea  were  bestowed 
upon  us;  abuse  copiously  poured  out  on  our  headst  our 
motivea  assailed  and  miarepresentedi  our  dengns  repre- 
sented asdwk  «ad  evil.  This  laoeuage  has  oeen  per- 
nsted  in  for  the  last  twelve  montos.  Cm  bono?  For 
the  good  of  the  Frendent,  or  of  the  party  to  which  we 
belong?  Is  this  the  way  to  fMtch  high-minded  men  to 
any  cause?  Human  nature,  speakii^  almost  au<UbIy 
from  the  heart  of  all*  answers  in  the  negative.  A  new 
^covery  vu  mnde.  Uy  colleagYie  was  represented  aa 
an  old  federalist,  the  moment  he  gave  avoteconiecrated, 
as  I  verily  believe  it  to  be,  to  the  purest  republicaiusm. 
The  hiitoty  of  his  Ufe,  e^ibiting  him  as  it  £d,  reared 
in  the  very  arms  of  democracy,  was  not  sufficient  to  pro- 
tect him.  The  circumstance  of  his  being  an  actor  in  the 
spirit-stirring  crkia  of  179&-'9i  of  the  part  which  he  bore 
in  that  sesnon  of  Coiwress  which  witnessed  the  retirement 
of  the  elder  Adams  frnn  the  Prendencyt  of  the  uniform 
consistency  of  his  life  in  adhering  to  the  governmental 
doctrines  with  wbieh  he  set  outt  of  the  distinguished 
part  which  he  bore  in  the  late  arduous  stn^gte;  nothing 
was  sufficient  to  protect  him  from  this  change,  or  shield 
him  ftxim  the  bitterness  of  these  hostile  attacks.  For 
myself,  I  bad  nothing  but  a  conscious  integrity  to  plead  in 
my  behalf,  and.  that  availed  pie  u  little  as  the  services  of 
my  colleague  availed  Um.  Our  own  constituents  urged 
no  oomplamti  on  the  contrary,  I  serioudy  declare  that  I 
have  scarcely  seen  the  man  within  the  broad  Umlta  of 
Virpnia,  who  <Ud  not  approve  our  course.  To  use  the 
language  of  one  of  her  citizens,  that  "unterrified"  com- 
monwealth can  never  be  operated  on  by  causeless  clamor. 
None  of  tiiese  attacks  were  made  from  thence,  or  from 
any  part  of  the  South.  Nor  did  any  come  fro^  the  West. 
From  whence  theo  did  they  proceed?  They  came  from 
the  North,  and  in  all  their  violence  from  one  particular 
State.  "  Call  you  this  backing  of  your  fi-iends  ?"  la  tliia 
the  mode  to  consolidate  a  party?  It  is  a  modern  discovery, 
and  unknown  heretofore  to  the  world.  We  could  not 
justify  it  to  ourselves,  theji,  Mr.  President,  to  rcmiun 
vleut  on  this  new  occasion  on  which  we  are  compelled  to 
differ  from  the  administration.  Our  opinions  and  our 
arguments  will  go  to  our  constituents,  and  I  fear  not  the 
rolult  of  Uie  verdict  they  will  return. 

This  has  been  called  a  mere  question  of  power  between 
the  Senate  and  the  President.  Sir,  it  is  a  question  whe- 
ther the  constitution  is  supreme,  and  binding  upon  all. 
But  if  we  were  now  forming  the  Government,  I  would 
mid  to  the  power  of  the  Frendent  not  even  so  much  as 
would  turn  the  scales  by  the  hundredth  part  of  a  hur. 
Then  ia  already  enough  of  the  spice  of  monarchy  in  the 
PrMadcntial  office.  There  lies  the  true  danger  to  our  in- 
stitutions. It  has  already  become  the  great  magnet  of 
attraction-  The  struggles  to  attain  it  are  destined  to  en- 
list all  the  worst  pasmons  of  our  nature.  It  is  the  true 
Pandora's  box.  Place  in  the  President's  hands  the  key 
to  the  door  of  the  treasury,  by  conferring  on  him  the  un- 
contrc^ed  power  of  appointing  to  olBce,  and  liberty  can- 
not abide  moag  us.  la  the  huiguage  of  Lord  Chatliam, 
tlut  wmild  be  to  inflict  the  immedieabile  vuimM.  "  Not 
poppy,  or  raaodragora,  or  all  the  drowsy  sirups  of  the 
world,  coidd.  medicine"  us  "to  that  sweet  peace"  which 
we  should  thereby  lose.  No,  sir;  the  glittering  ^adcm 
is  already  sludded.  with  jewels,  and  ambition  evermore 
urges  ita  votaries  to  clutch  iL  What  would  it  not  be  if 
you  adorn  it  with  blanng  diamonds? 

If,  then,  we  stand  altme,  we  shall  oppose  the  principle 
which  baa  now  been  canied  into  practice.  It  would  be 
a  pnMid  diatinctioni  but  tbis-will  not  be  our  fate.  la£- 


cations  have  already  been  given  of  a  contrary  character, 
and  I  tuol  them  as  a  sure  augury  of  success. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Ttlxk  offered  the  following  proviso, 
by  way  of  amendment  to  Hr.  Kauk's  proposition: 

"  Provided,  alu/aj/t.  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  be  construed  aa  sanctioning,  or  in  any  way  approv- 
ing, the  appointment  of  these  persona,  by  the  President 
alone,  durmg  the  reoem  of  the  Senate,  and  widiout  their 
advice  and  consent,  u  comnusuuiers  to  negotnte  a  treal^ 
mth  the  Ottoman  Porte.** 

Mr.  BHOWN,  of  North  Carolina,  next  rose,  and  oh- 
served,  that,  when  he  had  taken  his  seat  that  morning, 
he  had  entertained  but  little  expectation  that  he  should 
bave.entered  into  the  discussion  of  the  subject  then  under 
oonsiderationt  bu^  uoiwepared  u  be  was,  the  extraofdi- 
nary  cuune  which  it  bad  taken  bad  induced  him  to  depart 
from  that  determination,  and  to  claim  the  indulgence  of 
the  Senate,  succinctly  to  present  his  views  in  opposition 
to  the  motion  which  proposed  to  strike  out  the  appropria- 
tion making  compensation  to  the  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
of  commerce  with  the  Turkidi  Government.  He  objected 
also  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
^nia,  [Mr.  Tibsa,]  because  its  adoption  would,  in  effect, 
OS  he  conceived,  charge  the  Executive  with  a  violation  of 
the  constitution,  by  the  appointment  of  commisaioners  to 
treat  with  the  Turkish  Government  without  the  sanction 
of  the  Senate — a  censure,  which  be  deemed  not  only  un- 
called for,  but  wholly  unmerited:  uncalled  for,  because 
the  present  was  nota  fit  occasion  to  express  it,  if  at  all  de- 
served) unmerited,  because,  in  his  opuiion,  the  exercise 
of  tiie  power  by  the  Executive- was  m  pursuance  of  ^e 
constitutional  authority,  which  approptiately  belonged  to 
that  department  of  cur  Government. 

We  had,  in  substance,  been  told,  if  tite  Senate  sanctions 
this  proceeding,  by  voting  for  the  appropriation,  wiUiout 
protesting  against  the  alleged  usurpation,  that  the  dignity 
of  this  body  will  be  impaired,  and  that  it  will  be  suiren- 
dering  one  of  our  most  miportant  powers  to  the  Executive 
brancn  of  the  Government.  He  claimed  the  right  to  in- 
terpret the  provisions  of  the  constitution  for  himself,  and 
could  not  admit  that  it  had  been  confided  to  tlie  exclusive 
guardianship  of  any  particular  members  of  that  body.  Nor 
could  he  permit  himself  to-  doubt  that  all,  when  in  their 
opinion  the  occasion  called  fur  it,  would  umte  in  repelling 
any  attempt,  -from  any  quarter,  which  was  in  derogation 
of  the  autharity  and  character  of  that  branch  of  the  Go- 
vernment. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr-  Ttlek,]  who 
baa  just  addressed  the  Senate,  and  whose  eloquence  ia 
always  heard  with  pleasure  and  attention,  bad  remarked, 
that  he  represented  a  State  whose  stern  independence 
could  not  be  brought  to  pay  homage  to  power,  and  the 
frankness  of  whose  citizens  would  not  pernut  them  to  cha- 
racterize acta  hut  by  their  proper  names;  and  if  his  col- 
league  and  himself  had  called  the  power  wlii<^  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  had  exerted,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  the  Ottoman  PortCj  a  lawless  and  unconstitutional 
exercise  of  power,  that  it  was  because  they  had  been  ac- 
customed to  speak  in  the  language  of  fraitkncss  and  un- 
ccrity.  Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  1  cheerfully  subscribe  to  the 
honorable  mention  which  the  gentleman  hai  m.<ule  of  the 
Stale  of  Virginia:  her  past  history  is  rich  in  tlie  renown  of 
her  distinguished  warriors  and  statesmen:  she  has,  on  all 
occasions,  Seen  ready  fo  assist  in  vindicating  the  charac- 
ter of  the  nation  from  foreign  insult,  and  has  warned,  with 
a  prophetic  voice,  her  sister  States  against  the  dangerous 
and  inwdious  encroachments  of  the  Fedeml  Government 
on  their  rights,  which  were  so  well  calculated  to  destroy 
the  beauty  and  harmony  of  our  admirable  system  of  Go- 
vemment;  but  I  must  be  permitted  to  remark,  sudMr.B., 
that  I  cannot  discover  any  thing  in  thia  act  of  the  Pre^i- 
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dent>  calculated  to  alarm  the  fean  of  those  DKWt  devoted 
to  a  rigid  construction  of  the  constitution,  of  vfaich  num- 
ber he  professed  to  be  one. 

He  would  now  proceed  briefly  to  exandne  the  transac- 
tion which  bad  been  so  severely  anUnadvertedupon.  T)ie 
&ctB  connected  with  it  were  briefly  these,  and  bad  already 
been  ably  lUaciused  by  the  ^ntleman  from  Louisiana. 
When  the  present  administration  entered  on  the  discharge 
of  its  public  duties,  it  found  that  the  preceding  adminis- 
tration had  appointed  confidential  agents  to  ascertain  if  a 
treaty  could  not  be  made  with  the  Turkish  GoTernment, 
and  to  effect  that  object  if  it  could  be  done.  This  mission 
having  fiiUed  to  accompliah  its  purpose,  and  one  of  the 
OMnriuanonen  appointed  under  the  late  adimnistration 
having  returned  to  the  United  States,  the  President,  anx< 
iouB  to  open  new  and  lucrative  chaimels  of  trade  to  the 
commercial  enterprise  of  our  citizens,  appointed  Hr. 
Bhind  and  Captain  Biddle,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  OfiBey, 
to  effect,  if  practicable,  that  which  the  late  administraton 
had  failed  to  do.  To  this  it  was  objected,  that  it  was  an 
issumption  of  jE>ower,  in  violation  of  that  provinon  of  the 
constitution  which  declares  that  the  Prendent"  shall  have 
power,  by  and  with  the  advicc  andconaent  of  the  Senate, 
to  make  treaties,  provided  two-tlurds  of  the  Senators  pre- 
sent concur;  and  he  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint,  ambassa- 
dot«,  other  public  ministers  and  consuls,  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  andall  other  oSicersof  the  United  Stales, 
whose  appmntmeiita  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided 
for,  and  which  shall  be  eatabliahed  by  . law,"  &c.  He  rea- 
dily conceded  that  the  President  cmild  not  conititution- 
«lly  appoint  a  "  public  minister"  or  "ambaandiff,"  with- 
out first  consulting  tlie  Senate,  and  their  concurrence  bad 
in  the  appointment,  unless  to  fill  up  a  vacancy  which  had 
occurred  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  But  in  the  appoint- 
ment then  under  consideration,  in  .which  tbe  Executive 
had  appointed  mere  confidential  agents,  he  thought  he 
could  perceive  an  obvious  ^sUnction.  They  had  been 
Rppointed  foe  a  spedal,  dengntted  purpose,  not  clothed 
with  the  usual  powers  of  public  ministers,  unprotected  by 
the  immunities  and  privileges  wtiich,  by  the  law  of  naUons, 
were  extended  to  that  cUss  of  miiiiaters  contemplated  by 
the  constitution.  Where,  then,  was  the  infringement  of 
the  constitution,  which  had  been  so  much  reprobated^  By 
thut  instniment,  the  management  uf  our  foreign  relations 
was  peculiarly  confideil  to  the  Executive  Department  of 
the  Government.  The  power  of  appcnnting  confidential 
agents  to  confer  and  treat  witli  foreign  Powers  in  relation 
to  commerce,  was  fiiirly  deducible  from  this  duty  imposed 
by  the  constitution  on  the  President.  It  was  unreasonable 
to  suppose  tliat,  when  a^duty  was  required  of  an  officer  of 
the  Government  by  the  constitution,  it  withheld  from  him 
the  power  to  employ  the  necessary  means  fbr  its  uccom- 
plishment.  Nor  would  its  exercise  be  attended  with  the 
calanutouB  consequences  which  we  had  heard  so  much  de- 
precated- It  could  not,  in  any  case,  unite  us,  either  by 
a  commercial  or  puliticul  connexion,  with  foreign  nations, 
without  ihc  previous  consent  of  that  body,  as  the  concur- 
rent authority  of  tlic  Senate  in  the  ratification  of  ti-eatics 
would  always  interpose  an  effectual  barrier  against  acts  of 
Executive  indiscretion,  or  schemes  of  ambition.  Nor 
would  the  rejection  of  atreaty  by  ttic  Senate,  thus  nego- 
tiated, have  a  tendency  to  embroil  us  witli  foreign  nations, 
as  had  been  argued;  for  every  Government  with  whom  we 
may  have  diplomatic  relations,  cither  is,  or  is  supposed  to 
be,  cognizant  of  tlie  ticaty-making-  power  under  our  Go- 
vernment; and  a  refusal  by  the  Senate  to  ratify  a  treaty 
could  not  affurd  any  Just  grour4  of  complaint  or  hostility 
againut  us. 

Passing  from  llic  arguments  f^ly  to  be  derived  from  a 
proper  construction  of  the  constitution,  whitt,  he  would 
ask,  had  been  tlie  usage  uf  Almost  every  adiiunislration,  as 
he  believed,  from  the  origin  of  our  Government  down  to 


that  period?  He  confessed  that  he  attached  but  little 
weight  to  precedents,  unless  they  were  saiMitioned  by  long 
and  uninterrupted  practice,  and  were  authorized  by  a  fair 
conatruction  of  the  constitution.  The  practice  of  appoint- 
ing comnusnoners  of  a  similar  character  with  those  who 
had  been  commianoned  to  negotiate  with  Turfcqr,  had 
commenced  with  General  WaAingtmiibe  had,  in  the  early 
part  of  his  administration,  appointed  commisuoners  to  ne- 
gotiate a  trea^  of  peace  with  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  without 
a  previous  nomination  to  the  Senate,  tiubsequcntly,  Mr. 
Jefferson  had  appointed  commissioners  to  treat  with  tbe 
Tripolitan  Govemmenti  and,  in  1808,  he  comnussioned  Mr. 
Short  aa  minister  pictupotentiary  to  the  court  of  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, in  the  receas  of  the  Senate,  which  was  not  to 
fill  a  vacancy,  as  the  United  States  had  not  before  been 
represented  by  a  public  minister  at  that  court  Much  as 
he  revered  the  memory  of  Hr.  Jefl'erson,  whose  great  and 
invaluable  services  to  his  country,  as  a  statesman,  had  not, 
in  his  opinion,  been  surpassed  by  any  of  his  cotempora- 
ries,  yet  he  did  not  believe  that  the  Executive  power  was, 
by  a  proper  construction  of  the  constitution,  competent  to 
commission  a  public  minister,  without  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  unless  to  fill  a  vacancy  which  happena 
in  the  recess.  This  instance  has  been  adduced  of  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  appointing  power  by  President  Jefferson,  to 
show  the  great  diversity  of  opinion  which  had  heretofore 
existed  among  the  most  eminent  patriots  and  statesmen, 
in  relation  to  its  extent,  and  not  that  he  considered  it  at  alt 
analogous  to  the  present  case,  it  showed  that  a  power 
much  lugher  and  much  more  questionable  had  been  ex- 
erted utider  an  administration  deservedly  eulogized  for  its 
almost  uniform  adherence  to  a  timited  construction  of  the 
powers  of  the  General  Government. 

The  two  first  cases  to  which  he  had  adverted,  showing 
the  exercise  of  the  same  powel-in  the  early  administration 
of  our  country,  had  occurred,  it  is  tnia,  when  a  state  of 
war  existed  between  this  country  and  those  to  whom  com- 
mtBsioners  were  deputed  to  treat  The  gentleman  frtMik 
Virginia  [Hr.  TAZk.wxi.L]  bad  lAaintained  tbe  propontitHi 
tiiat  the  Prendent  could  rightfully  exert  tiiis  power  in  a 
state  of  war,  though  not  in  a  time  of  peace,  for  tbe  reason 
that  the  object  for  which  war  is  carried  on  is  the  attain- 
ment of  peacet  and  that  the  President  may  institute  a  mis- 
sion withoutfCOnsulting  the  Senate  to  effect  that  end.  Ur. 
B.  said  be  could  not  yield  his  assent  to  this  argument;  for 
if  the  Prewdent  was  vested  with  atithority  to  appmnt  com- 
misnoners  in  time  of  war,  it  followed  as  a  consequence  (hat 
he  could  exert  the  same  power  in  time  of  peace.  When 
public  functionaries  look  to  the  constitution  for  a  warrant 
tor  the  exercise  of  power,  it  was  an  adnutted  rule  of  con- 
struction, where  a  provision  of  that  instrument  expressly 
confirrred  powers,  as  in  that  before  quoted  by  him,  which 
gives  to  the  President  the  power,  of  appinnting  ambassa- 
dors and  otiier  public  ministers,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  >  enate,  "  and  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  tiut  nmj 
happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granting  com- 
missions whicli  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  ueir  next  ses- 
sion," that  resort  could  not  be  had  to  any  other  clause 
to  enlarge  that  powtrr  by  implication;  and  the  clause  ex- 
pressly conferring  the  power  could  alone  be  resorted  to 
tor  the  purpoae  of  ascertaiiung  tlie  true  extent  of  the  au- 
thority granted.  The  cotistitutitm  did  not  vary  with  the 
circumstances  of  peace  or  war;  it  did  not  hold  differed 
language  on  different  occasions.  He  had  been  taught  to 
beheve  that  the  principles  of  that  instrument  were  fixed 
and  inflexible,  and  diil  not  bend  to  any  emergency,  how- 
ever pressing,  or  any  necessity,  however  high. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  now  proceed  to  exanune  the  ana- 
logy which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  TAsawuL] 
had  endeavored  to  trace,  and,  as  he  thought,  unsucce** 
fully,  between  the  principles  avowed  in  Prendent  Adams's 
message  in  relation  to  the  Panama  mission,  and  the  case 
then  under  diKiiinon.  The  gentleman  iriio  had  preceded 
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him  in  this  debate^  had  reiterated  the  same  objection,  and 
had  read  extracts  fVom  the  speeches  o£  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  present  cabinet,  to  show  that  their  course,  on 
that  occasion,  whon  members  of  the  Senate,  was  wholl)' 
irreconcilable  with  the  course  which  the  Ezccuti^'e  had 
pursued,  in  ippointing  commissioners  to  treat  with  the 
Turkish  Government.    Mr.  B.  said,  without  commenting- 
on  the  essentjal  distinction,  in  many  respects,  between  the 
characters  of  Gie  ministers  which  President  Adams  had 
asserted  lus  power  to  commisuon  to  attend  the  Congress 
of  Piinania,  and  the  ctHUmissionersappanted  to  treat  widi 
Turkey,  he  would  ask  permission  to  read  a  part  of  tiie 
speech  delivered  in  the  Senate  by  tlie  Senator  from  Vir- 
einia  [Mr.  TAzawsi.L]on  the  memorable  discussion  in  re- 
latioa  to  the  Panama  mission.    Afler  commenting  on  the 
case,  in  which  General  Wasliington  had  appointed  com- 
mis^oners  to  treat  for  pesice  witli  the  Ucy  of  Algiers,  he 
proceeded  as  follows:  *'  The  next  remark  I  sbul  make 
upon  it  is,  tliat,  evcnaccordingto  the  representation  given 
ofit,  it  was  the  case  of  an  agent  sent  to  a  barbarian  people, 
who  were  not  then,  and  have  never  since  been,  recognis- 
ed as  forming  any  component  part  of  the  family  of  civi- 
lized nations.    Let  me  not  be  told  tliat  the  constitutional 
power  of  the  Bresident  is  the  same,  whether  exerted  in 
reference  to  a  savage  or  civilized  nation.  We  all  know  that 
this  Is  not  so.     No  appointment  of  a  minister,  who  has 
ever  been  employed  to  negotiate  for  peace,  or  for  any 
thin^  e1s(^  with  any  Indiantribe,  whether  dwelling  within 
or  nithout  our  territory,  whether  Osage  or  Seminole,  has 
ever  been  laid  before  the  Senate  for  their  consent.  They 
are  all  considered  as  ag<.-nts  of  the  President,  ahd  not 
public  ministers  of  the  people;  and  all  our  intercourse 
with  barbarians  most,  of  neces^^,  present  anomalied, 
from  which  no  principles  can  be  mferred.  I  will  not  go 
into  reasoning  to  show  why  this  must  and  ought  to  be  so, 
although  it  would  be  easy  to  show  U.    I  merely  state  the 
fact,  which  is  ccfficlusive,  to  prove  that  the  case  of  a  mis- 
sion to  Algiers,  or  to  the  Choctaws,  can  never  be  •  pre- 
cedent tojustify  a  mission  to  Panama."    Mr.  B.  said,  that 
in  the  remarks  which  he  had  read  from  the  speech  of  the 
Senator  from  Vinginia,  he  thought  the  distinction  which 
he  had  taken  between  the  case  of  the  Panama  mission  and 
the  one  in  viestioa  was  fully  sustuned,  and  that  it  was 
clearly  concMed  that  the  President  could*  constitutionally, 
appoint  agents  to  negotiate  with  a  barbarian  nation,  with- 
out the  previous  consent  of  the  Senate.    He  would  ask, 
where  was  tlte  distinction  as  to  the  power  to  send  a  mission 
to  the  then  existing  Government  of  Algiers,  and  that  sent, 
under  the  present  administration,  to  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment?  If  th?  principle  holds  good  in  the  one  ca^,  it  ap- 
peared  to  do  so  equally  in  the  other.    If  the  Prendentcan 
exerciM  the  power  in  reference  to  any  one  nation  of  peo- 
ple, whether  lavage  or  otherirue,  it  appeared  to  him  to 
follow  plainly  that  he  could  do  so  in  reference  to  all,  as 
the  constitution  did  not  vary  the  power  of  the  President 
to  appoint  commissioners  to  treat  with  foreign  nations,  ac- 
cording to  their  degrees  of  barbarism  or  civilization,  but 
afibrded  a  fixed  rule  as  to  the  power  of  the  President, 
applicable  to  nations  of  evenr  condition. 

Mr.  B.  sud  he  bad  beard  with  a  degree  of  aurprise 
wbifji  he  could  not  conceal,  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
an  attempt  to  discriminate  between  the  Chief  Ma^strate 
and  bis  cabinet  advisers,  attributing  all  responsibility  to 
them  io  relation  to  the  Turkish  treaty.  This  was,  in- 
deed, a  novel  doctrine  in  this  country,  and  one  which  he 
would  venture  to  say  was  not  in  accordance  with  the 
tbeot>-  of  our  Government.  The  doctrine  of  Executive 
in&Uibility  WM  tinknown  to  our  form  of  Government;  the 
Pfe»dent  vaa  alone  responsible  for  bis  official  acts  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  and,  he  believed,  would 
oerCT  seek  to  escape  responsibility  in  the  diwjiarge  of  his 
public  duties:  he  must,  therefore,  be  permitted  to  say 
that  he  did  not  think  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tot.  VII— 18 


Virginia  [Mr.  Tazewell]  was  to  be  received  as  a  very 
flattering  complunenttotheprcflident,  when  he  expressed 
his  perfect  confidence  in  the  honesty  of  his  intentions,  but 
believed  that  he  had  been  deceived  his  ministers,  who 
were  supposed  to  hare  ad%'ised  him  to  this  course.  It  waa 
A  compliment  to  the  heart  at  the  expense  of  the  head;  and 
he  would  add,  that  the  course  of  the  President  since  he 
had  filled  the  station  w})ich  he  then  occupied,  had  not  only 
been  honest,  but,  in  his  opinion,  markedbyan  enlightened 
policy,  deserving  the  approbation  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. Mr.  B.  said  that  he  not  stand  there  u  the  apolo< 
gist  of  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  while  in  the 
exercise  of  hb  duties  as  a  member  of  that  hoAjt  heihould 
never  shrink  from  the  freest  examination  andraquiry  mto 
the  conduct  of  public  officers,  he  should  at  the  same  time 
feel  it  e(}uany  his  duty  to  ^ve  a  fair  and  liberal  support  to 
the  admmistration,  when  their  measures  were,  in  bis  e&ti< 
mation,  conducive  to  the  public  interests.  He  believed 
that  a  candid  review  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  Union,  since  his  elevation  to  that  sta- 
tion, would  triumphantly  acquit  him  of  a  dlspontion  to 
assume  powers  not  delegated  to  him  under  the  constitu- 
tion. He  had,  at  tiic  last  session  of  Congress,  given  a 
deciave  proof  of  his  determination  to  preserve  the  con- 
stitution, so  fiir  as  it  depended  on  his  authority,  by  refusing 
to  sanction  large  and  extravagant  appropriations  of  the 
public  money  to  objects  unauthorized  by  the  powers 
granted  to  ttie  General  Goremment,  and  more  recently 
m  the  course  which  had  been  pursued  towards  the  State 
authorities  in  relation  to  the  Indian  tribes;  and  the  princi- 
ples avowed  in  the  President's  message  on  that  subject 
were  gratifying  proofs  that  the  reserved  rights  of  the  SUtei 
of  this  confetleracy  wonld  berespected  under  tlus  admin- 
istration, and  the  action  of  the  General  Government  re> 
strained  wHUn  its  appropriate  sphere.  Mr.  B.  condoded 
his  remarks  by  expressing  his  tiianks  fbr  ^e  indulgence 
which  had  been  extended  to  him. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  again  rose  in  reply  to  Mr.  Litikss- 
Toir.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Louinana,  sud  Mr,  T,, 
has  a^n  undertaken  to  chide  me  for  the  unmeasured 
lang^ge  in  which  I  have  described  the  act  of  the  Execu- 
tive, concerning  which  I  spoke  when  1  last  addressed  the 
Senate.  I  can  rei^Uly  concave  the  -ifrong  terms  I 
employed  to  characterize  this  transaction  mar  not  be  very 
&miliar  to  the  fastidiousness  of  courts  or  puaces,  where 
the  dulcet  sounds  of  approbation  and  admiration  only  are 
commonly  heard.  But  as  my  words  denote  precisely  the 
opinions  I  desired  to  ecnnmunicate  to  those  r  addressed, 
and  were  merely  the  abbreviation  of  the  conclunons  to 
which  I  thought  I  had  entitled  mysdf,  by  the  arguments 
I  had  used,  I  was  not  aware  that  I  Did  ^(HSiede^  rule  of 
etiquette  here,  in  thui  sumnuiig  up  the  reasoning  upon 
the  subject;  I  had  proved,  at  least  to  my  own  satidictio^ 
that  the  constitution  furnished  no  autfaori^  to  the  Prea- 
dent  for  what  he  had  done;  tiierefore,  I  felt  n^If  justi- 
fied in  speaking  of  this  act  as  unconstitutional,  and  as  lav- 
less.  If  such  is  its  true  character,  all  must  concede  that  a 
power  exerted  by  a  President  without  warrant  or  corotito- 
tional  grant  is  a  usurpation  on  lus  part;  and  as  sifth  a 
usurpation  in  this  case  was  a  ^rect  and  plihi  iofiringement 
of  the  privileges  of  the  Senate,  it  must  be  a  gross  Eola- 
tion of  the  constitution,  in  flagrant  derogation  of  the  rie^ 
of  this  body.  To  the  Senate  I  certainTy  owe  no  apology 
for  the  earnest  appeal  I  made  to  them,  to  induce  them 
to  vindicate  their  violated  ^ghts,  to  prove  themselves 
fwthfhl  depositaries  of  the  trusts  confided  to  them  by  tiie 
constitution,  and  never,  bjr  a  refiisal  to 'assert  thdr  privi- 
leges, to  countenance  the  idea  tiiat  thev  could  be  guity  of 
a  base  surrender  of  the  rights  conferred  upon  them  by  the 
States  they  represent,  which  rights  so  conferred  are  in 
truth  but  duties  imposed  by  our  constttutents  fiartheir  own 
wise  purposes,  liiis  would  be  a  derelictidn  of  duty  on 
our  part,  wtuch,  however  much  it  may  be  desired  bjr  sny 
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other  department  of  the  Government,  could  scarcely  find 
justification  or  apology  here  or  elsewhere. 

In  expressing' these  strong  opinions,  I  certainly  neither 
measured  nor  weighed  the  force  of  the  language  neces- 
sary to  convey  them.  But  if  tliis  or  any  other  honorable 
Senator  would  have  been  pleased  to  furnish  me  with  the 
proper  courtly  plirosea  in  which  I  mlg'ht  have  communi- 
cated my  thoughts,  I  would  willingly  have  adopted  them, 
provided  they  would  have  expressed  my  ojnnionB  wi^ 
equal  preciuon.  I  doubt  much,  however*  whether  I  should 
liave  escaped  the  censure  of  the  honoridile  Senator  from 
Iioainans,  if  I  bad  borrowed  my  terms  even  from  his  own 
works,  or  from  the  precedents  furnished  by  the  speeches 
of  some  of  those  by  whom  the  President  is  now  surrounded, 
which  speeches  were  delivered  by  them  during  the  Panama 
debate.  Preadcnt  Jefferson,  now  so  much  eulopzed  by 
this  honorable  Senator,  was  not  always  regarded  by  him, 
I  believe,  as  entitled  to  such  encomia.  One  at  least  of  the 
acts  of  tUs  President  was  characterised  by  this  Senator 
in  language  as  unqualified  as  any  I  have  used;  and  a  re- 
ferenct;  to  the  speeches  to  which  I  have  alluded  wiU 
furnish  many  examples  of  much  stron^r  phrases  than  any : 
I  have  employed,  and  tins  too  in  relation  to  the  same  sub- 
ject. These  terms  were  then  applied,  however,  to  the 
assertions  of  President  Adamsj  and  I  have  spoken  of  the 
acts  of  Prendent  Jackson,  et  tempora  mutantur,  althougb 
the  eonstitutioti  remains  the  same- 

But,  KT,  let  no  one  think  that  I  mean  to  jusUfy  or  even 
to  excuse  what  I  have  said,  by  the  examples  of  otliers, 
or  even  of  tlie  President  himself.  My  justification  is,  that 
whatever  I  have  sud,  I  thought;  and  that  which  I  think 
of  the  public  iwts  of  public  men,  I  feci  myself  at  perfect 
^er^  to  speak  here,  whenever  a  proper  occasion  arises 
sotodo.  In  ttus  cue,  I  neither  sought  not  made  the  occa- 
sion. I  would  Iwve  avoided  K  if  I  could.  But  the  Presi- 
dent has  chosen  to  present  his  application  to  ^s  body, 
asking  us  to  appropriate  the  money  of  our  constituents 
to  redeem  his  pledge  of  the  public  faith,  pUghted  with- 
out our  sanction  or  any  constitutional  warrant,  and  I  am 
BO  called  upon  to  approve  the  act.  Forced  tbus  to  in- 
quire into  tbe  character  of  that  which  has  been  done,  i 
am  construned  to  speak  of  it  as  I  think  it  merits.  I  have 
'  done  aot  and,  in  ao  doings  have  done  but  what  my  duty 
required. 

Mr.  Prendent,  tins  debate  has  taken  the  precise  course 
which  I  foresaw  it  would  take.  The  advocates  of  ttus 
appropriation,  instead  of  meeting  or  controverting  any 
position  1  have  muntained  in  reference  to  the  proper  con- 
struction of  the  constituUon,  have  eiuleavoreu  to  Justify 
what  has  been  done  by  the  precedents  they  cite,  and  the 

Sractice  they  widi  to  show  to  have  been  settled.  The 
enator  &om  Louinana  alone  has  expressed  any  doubt  as 
to  the  directness  of  the  interpretation  which  I  have  given 
of  tbe  constitution.  At  fiat,  this  doubt  was  rested  upon 
an  inversion  and  transpoution  of  the  terms  used  in  the 
instrument.  This  attempt,  however,  seems  to  be  aban- 
doned by  himi  and  he  now  seeks  to  attain  tlie  same  ob- 
ject, by  inserting  a  stop  where  there  is  none.  To  this 
new  process  for  chanpng  the  meaiung  of  its  provisions,  1 
have  no  other  answer  to  give  than  Aift-^lot  out  all  the 
stops,  and  both  the  learned  and  unlearned  wiU  replace 
them  as  they  now  are,  because  they  will  still  concur  in 
reading  the  instrument  as  I  havie  read  it,  and  in  constru- 
ing its  language  as  I  have  construed  it.  AccorcUng  to  this 
construction,  I  repeat,  the  Present  alone  may  nominate, 
but,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
only,  can  apptnnt  to  any  oflhcei  and  when  vacancies  hap- 
pen during  the  recesa  of  the  Senate,  the  prendent  alone 
may  fill  up  such  vacandea,  by  temporary  commisnons  only. 
Here  1  wdl  leave  this  suggested  doubt,  confident  that  it 
will  never  ripen^into  certainty  any  where,  but  In  some  hot- 
bedprepared  to' force  its  growth  unnatundly. 
'tw  Senabn'  from  Lo^mitna  next  draws  a  distinction 


between  the  power  ait  the  President  to  make  trevtiei^ 
and  his  power  to  make  appdntmenU  to  office.  This  dis- 
tinction he  seeks  to  support  by  a  reference  to  the  pre- 
cedents he  has  cited.  This  (Kstinction  is  certainly  new. 
If  to  be  suBt«ned  at  all,  it  must  be  by  the  force  of  the 
precedents  only,  for  tlie  words  of  the  constitdtion  as  ex- 
plicitly restrain  the  one  power  as  tbey  do  the  other,  smd 
in  precisely  the  same  mode.  Each  of  these  powers  is 
given  to  tiie  President;  but,  in  the  very  grant  itself,  thev 
are  both  required  to  be  exercised  by  him,  "  by  and  witU 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate"  only;  and  the  only 
difference  between  them  is,  tliat,  in  making  treaties,  the 
concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  tiie  Senators  present,  and,  in 
making  appointments,  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  only 
is  required.  Then,  is  it  not  strange,  that,  in  the  very 
esse  where  the  constitution  imposes  the  strongest  re- 
straint, it  should  be  contended  that  none  exists;  and  yet 
should  be  admitted  that,  in  the  otiier  case,  the  restraint 
is  effectual,  although  this  restraint  is  imposed  by  the 
same  words  repeated  in  tlie  very  next  member  of  the 
same  sentence/  _ 

But,  sir,  how  we  treaties  to  be  negotiated'  CerUinly 
by  some  officer  of  the  Government;  and  this,  whether 
they  are  negotiated  at  home  or  abroad..  Tor  it  is  asking 
of  us  too  much,  when  we  are  required  to  admit  tl»at  he 
who  has  the  commisnon  of  the  Government,  wlucb  cmn- 
mission  is  signed  by  its  Chief  Magistrate,  authenticated 
by  its  great  seal,  and  wherein  is  expressed,  that,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  high  confitlence  reposed  in  him,  authority 
is  thereby  pven  by  him  to  pledge  our  faith  and  honor,  is 
not  an  officer  of  the  United  States.    So  lliat  tiie  questiou 


to  negotiate  a  treaty  abroad,  with  a  nation  at  whose  court 
we  have  never  had  any  representative,  the  office  is  cre- 
ated: for,  as  I  iiave  sliown,  tliere  is  no  pretext  for  saying 
that  such  an  office  is  tiien  vacant,  or  that  the  President, 
iu  maUng  the  appointment  to  it,  is  merely  filling  up  a 
vacancy,  and  a  vacancy  which  has  happened,  too,  during 
the  recesa  of  the  Senate.  Now  the  Senator  from  Lou- 
isiana admits  that  tiie  President  alone  cannot  make  an 
original  appointment  to  any  office.  What,  tlien,  becomes 
of  his  distinctim  between  the  power  pf  the  President  to 
make  treaties,  and  his  power  to  make  appointmenis,  m 
all  cases  where,  to  make  a  treaty,  it  is  neccsnry  to  make 
an  original  appointment?  l  t.-  i  «■ 

Sir,  the  precedents  may  be  searched  from  the  birth  or 
this  Government  to  tbe  da^  of  the  date  of  the  TurkiA 
treaty,  and  but  few  caaes  will  be  feund  of  a  treaty  nego- 
tiated by  any  other  tiian  a  diplomatic  officer  of  the  Cnited 
Stotes,  whose  appointment,  if  an  original  appointment, 
had  not  been  made  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate.  The  ftw  cases  existing,  in  which  this 
does  not  appear,  are  either  cases  occurring,  '^Jiagranie 
hello*'  with  the  Power  treated  with,  or  cases  of  compacts 
entered  into  with  piratical  hordes  or  savi«e  tribes  the 
dependents  or  tributaries  of  vour  own,  or  m"  some  other 
sovereignty.  Alltbe  precedents  referred  to  bv  the  Sena- 
tor from  I«uinana  are  of  tWs  description.  These  prece- 
dents, therefore,  do  not  touch  or  apply  to  the  question 
I  have  discussed,  and  which  is  presented  in  this  case, 
unless  we  are  prepared  to  say  that  the  principles  of  war 
justify  the  practice  of  peace,  or  that  the  us^s  which  ne- 
cessity requires  to  be  adopted  in  our  intercourse  with 
barbarian  Powers  and  dependent  States,  constitute  the 
rule -which  ought  to  regulate  our  intercourse  with  the 
oldest,  and  most  solemnly  and  most  univereally  recc^- 
nized  sovereignties  on  earth. 

Even  this  the  8en.itor  from  Louisiana  would  have  us 
to  do,  for  he  ridicules  my  ideas  that  the  existence  of  war 
gives  to  tiie  Freudent  power  that  he  may  not  rightfully 
claim  in  peace;  or  that  there  is  any  difference  between 
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the  pintiei)  Barbara  hordes  and  the  Ottoman  empire. 
Nov,  suppose  I  should  even  admit  that  the  diftinotion 
vhich  I  drew  betveen  tlie  cases  of  war  and  peace  waa 
Tithout  any  just  foundation,  is  it  &ir  to  infer  the  funeral 
rule  of  peace  from  the  exception  of  war^  Or  is  it  wise 
or  life  to  -contend,  that  what  is  acquie«ced  in  without 
mamnir,  dnrinr  the  storm  of  war,  ia  therefore  right,  ^nd 
m*j  be  properly  repeated  in  th%  calm  and  "  piping  time 
of  peace."  I  pray  the  Senate  to  think  well  of  the  conse- 
qoencea  which  may  and  mast  result  if  they  sanction  such 
doctrine  as  this. 

Peace  give*  the  rule;  and  war  the  exception  to  it.  Nor 
it  it  of  nttle  coaseqnence  to  the  ptesent  ar^ment, 
whether  the  exception  be  de  Jure  or  m  facto  only.  It  is 
but  an  exception  in  either  ease^  and  we  reason  erroneous- 
ly when  we  seek  to  find  the  rule  in  the  exception  to  it. 
But  if  it  be  conceded  that  the  exception  exists  tU  jure, 
and  is  established  by  the  constitution  itself  as  an  excep- 
tion, then  this  exception  proTes  the  general  rule  to  be 
difTerent.  Now,  [  contenn  that  the  exception  does  exist 
dejurti  and  that  in  war  the  President  may  lawfully  ne- 
fDoateft  trem^  of  peace  with  the  enemy,  when,  where, 
and  how  ha  pleavs,.  and  by  the  interrention  of  wbomso' 
erer  he  thinks  proper  to  employ  for  that  purpose,  t 
prove  it  thus; 

The  legitimate  object -of  ail  war  is  peace. '  To  attain 
tills  desirable!  «nd  whenever  war  exists,  the  constitution 
pres  to  the  Execnfive  erery  lawful  means  for  its  accom- 
phriiment  Hence,  he  may  lawfully '  order,  and  by  his 
subordinates  effect,  the  burun^  of  towns,  the  sacking  of 
cities,  the  devastation  of  the  enemy's  eountfy,  and  the 
slaughter  of  its  inhabitants;  fbr,  alas!  sad  experience  has 
tai^t  mankind,  that  such  are  the  necessaiy  means'  by 
which  alone  naost  commonly  war  can  be' terminated,  and 
the  derirable  end  of  peace  attained.  Kow,.Burely,  if  the 
Executive  may  lawfully  do  all  this  for  such  an  object,  he 
may  attain  the  same  reqaired  end  by  other  means  less 
destnidire,  and  more  consonant  to  the  dictates  of  hunun- 
ity.  If  be  may  kwfully  negotiate  for  peace  by  blood 
and  carnage,  may  he  not  negotiate  for  tlie  same  object 
by  at^meirt  and  persiiaaion?  It  is  true  you  call  the  one 
battle  and  bloodshed,  and  the  otlier  negotiation,  yet  each 
of  tiiem  is  but  a  means  for  the  accomplishment  of  peace, 
the  great  and  only  justifiable  end  of  all  war;  whicli  end 
it  is  the  boumlen  duty  of  the  Executive  to  efTect  by  all 
proper  means,  whenever  war  exists.  And  what  at  last 
u  this  (rea^  ot  poiee,  until  it  is  ratified  by  the  proper 
^nthori^,  that  is  to  ny,  until,  m  thn  country,  its  ratifica- 
tion lias  received  tlie  advice  and  consent  or  the  Senate  | 
It  is  tittle  else  than  a  mere  armistioe.  Now,  none  can 
doubt  tiiat  the  Executive  may  lawfvilly  conclude  an  ar- 
mistice when,  where,  and  how  he  pleases,  and  this  under 
his  general  power  to  conduct  the  existing  war  in  tliat 
mode  which,  in  hia  discnrtion,  peace,  its  only  justifiable 
end,  seems  to  require. 

Here,  then,  u  one  answer  to  all  the  precedents  cited  by 
the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  of  treaties  made  with  the 
Barbary  Powers  during  the  administration  of  our  two  first 
Presidents.  At  the  lime  all  these  treaties  were  nego- 
tiated, war  existed  between  these  powers  and  the  United 
States.  Moreover,  two  of  tiiese  treaties  (being  all  of  tlus 
description  tluit  were  concluded  durtng  the  adnunistra- 
tion  «  Washington ^-were  concluded  by  Mr^  Humplireys, 
an  acknowledged  diplomatic  officer  of  the  United  States, 
w1)o  had  been  previously  and  regularly  appcnnted  our 
minister  to  Portugal,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate.  In  concluding  these  treaties,  too,  Mr. 
Humphreys  acted  in  p\irsuance  of  the  instructions  lie  had 
received,  the  substance  of  which  instructions  had  been 
previously  submitted  by  the  President  to  the  Senate,  and 


United  States,  whose  appointment  and  whose  instructions 
had  previously  reeeived  the  confirmation  of  the  Senate. 
As  to  the  mere  inierattncU  employed  by  Mr.  Humphreys 
himself  in  his  intercourse  with  the  Barbary  Powers,  and 
who  acted  under  appointments  from  him,  and  not  from 
the  Prendent,  I  presume  it  cannot  be  necessary  for  me 
to  say  a  single  word.  Doubtless,  the  minister  iniglit  em- 
ploy what  messengers,  interpreters,  or  subagents,  he 
thought  necessary,  and  the  obligation  of  the  instrument, 
put  into  form  by  them  before  it  received  liis  assent,  could 
neither  be  strengthened  nor  weakened  by  their  signature, 
whether  it  was  vanity  or  necessity  that  subflciibed  iL 

Tlie  same  answer  will  equally  apply  to  Uie  eases  of  the 
treaties  afterwards  concluded  with  some  of  these  same 
Powers  during  the  administration  of  Preudent  Madison. 
War  again  existed  between  the  United  Statea  and  tlicse 
Powers,  when  ttiese  treaties,  too,  were  concludtd.  Nay, 
such  is  the  capricious  and  rapacious  character  of  these 
corsairs,  and  such  tiieir  ignorance  or  contempt  of  the 
provisions  of  the  public  law^  and  the  usages  of  dvilized 
nations,  that  It  is  difficult  to  determine  when  war  docs 
not  exist  with  tiiem.  It  is  this  very  circumstance  which 
constitutes  one  of  the  great  causes  wliy  your  intercourse 
with  them  always  has,  and  always  must  produce  many 
anomalies,  fi-om  which  no  principle  or  nUe  can  properly 
be  deduced.  But  if  I  wanted  an  apt  illustration  of  the 
truth  of  my  position,  that  the  power  of  conducting  a, war 
necessarily  includes  the  power  of  concluding  it  by  nego- 
tiating for  peace,  I  should  find  it  in  tlie  circumstances  at- 
tending one  of  these  very  treaties.  The  gallant  Decatur 
had  just  eaptured  the  Algerine  squadron.  BasUning 
from  the  scene  of  hia  conquest,  be  presented.hts  victo- 
rious fleet  before  the  port  of  Algiers,  ready  to  fire  upon 
the  city,  and  to  lay  it  in  ashes,  if  necessary.  To  save 
themselves  from  the  imminent  danger,  and  to  gain  time 
for  preparation,  the  enemy  wished  to  parley,  prolesang  a 
wish  to  negotiate  a  peace.  Hia  answer  to  their  proposi- 
tion wa^  **Here  are  the  only  terms  of  peace  lean  accept. 
Sign  and  ratify  tills  treaty,  and  our  nations  im  friends 
again;  reject  it,  and  I  must  do  my  duty.  I  give  you  two 
hours  to  decide."  Witliin  the  time  prescribed,  the 
treaty  was  returned,  duly  executed  on  their  part;  and 
hence  was  concluded,  on  board  of  lus  own  nag  ship, 
tlie  United  States'  ship  Guen-lere.  Now,  sir,  will  any  one 
say  that,  in  thus  acting,  this  hero  vidated  any  precept  of 
die  constitution  of  his  country?  And,  if  not,  it  surely 
cannot  be  pretended  that  the  President  could  so  offend, 
by  authorizing  that  to  be  done,  whicli,  when  done  in 
pursuance  of  his  orders^  was  rightfully  done.  Yet,  if 
rightfijlly  done,  war  must  give  power  to  the  Executive 
that  in  peace  is  forbidden. 

Again:  Is  it  correct  to  say  that  there  is  no  difference 
between  the  piratical  hordes  of  AlgierS)  and  Tunisi  and 
Tripoli,  the  professed  ti-ibutancs  and  acknowledged  de- 
pendents of  the  Sublime  Porte,  and  the  Ottoman  empire 
itMlf?  This  is  an  assertion  which  I  coi^ess  I  did  not  ex- 
pect to  have  heard  made  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  My  historical  recollections  do  not  deceive  me, 
I  think,  when  th^  lead  me  to  say  that  the  Ottoman  Go- 
vernment is  now  the  oldest  in  the  world.  While  every 
other  knowrt  Government  lus  been  oftentimes  charvgea, 
destroyed,  and  reconstructed,  that  simple  despotism,  sas- 
tained  as  it  is,  alike  by  religion  and  by  force,  has  ever 
remained  unaltered  from  its  creation,  now  nesrly  twelve 
centuries  ago,  until  this  hour.  Before  the  discovery  of 
America  by  Columbus,  the  seat  of  the  TurU^  empiA 
was  fixed  where  it  now  is,  at  Constantinople;  and  never, 
since  has  that  capital  been  profaned  by  tiie  presence  of 
any  foreign  foe.  Almost  two  hundred  and  fifly  years  ago, 
all  Europe  trembled  at  its  onward  march;  and  the  most 


had  received  their  approbation  so  far  back  as  the  Stli  ofl  powerful  of.  European  sovereigns  fled  from  the  smoking 
May,  1792,  as  our  journals  show.  These  caae%  then,  are  ruins  of  his  caiutal,  Vienna,  to  escape  this  enemr.  Huch 
but  case*  of  treaties  made  by  a  proper  officer  of  the|iinOTe  than  a  century  since.  Bender,  one  of  its  diaturt  pro- 
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Tindal  towns,  offered  a  safe  Myhim  to  tlie  unfortunate 
Swediih  monarch,  when  flying  from  the  disartrous  field 
of  Pultowai  and  Turkish  Buth  and  Turkish  power  would 
never  permit  that  asylvim  to  be  violated.    Deprived  unce 
of  wme  of  its  domain  by  the  Rusaan  arms,  rt  neveruie- 
lem  itdl  ranks  as  one  among  the  prtncipal  Power*  of  the 
vorM,  having  been  always  recognised  and  always  re- 
spected as  an  independent  and  great  nation  by  every 
State  in  Christendom-    It  does  not  seem  very  becommg 
in  ui,  almost  the  voungeft  of  the  great  family  of  nations, 
to  wish  10  degrade  this  ancient  and  powerful  sovereignty, 
not  less  remarkable  for  the  proud  simpriatj',  than  for  the 
strict  honor  snd  Bdeli^  of  Its  character,  (and  this,  to^ 
at  the  moment  when  we  have  just  concluded  mir  tost 
treaty  with  it,)  by  comparing  it  with  its  own  tributary 
dependents,  whose  piratical  pursuits,  and  open  contempt 
of  aU  the  usages  of  civilized  States,  have  ever  prevented 
erery  Power  from  recognising  any  of  them  as  an  equal 
sovereignty,  or  trusting  among  them  any  other  repre- 
fentative  than  an  humble  conMC    As  well  mightwe  con^ 
pare  the  Russian  Government  with  some  wretched  b«id 
of  Esquimaux,  or  horde  of  fierce  Tartars,  dwelling  within 
its  limits;  or  the  Government  of  the  United  States  with 
the  Cherokee  nation,  or  the  tribe  of  Winnebagoes, 
dwellmg  within  ours. 

It  is  strange,  too,  that  tins  assertion  should  be  hazar<led 
now,  when  it  is  proposed  by  the  very  amendment  before 
us  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  new  mission  to 
the  Subhme  Porte,  wl^ch  sum  far  exceeds  in  amount  the 
aggregate  of  all  the  wms  proposed  to  be  appropriated 
tat  our  mianona  to  Rusna,  to  France,  and  to  Great  Bn- 
tiin.    To  justify  this  appropriation,  a  list  of  the  foreign 
mhusters  of  the  different  nations  of  Europe,  now  accre- 
dited at  the  Turkish  court,  is  sent  to  us,  which  list  pre- 
sents ft  ^plomatic  corps  that,  in  rank,  in  the  number  of 
States  represented,  and  in  the  compensation  granted  to 
these  ministers,  far  exceeds  any  Buch  corps  assembled  at 
any  other  court  in  the  world!    Yet,  air,  that  nation,  at 
whose  court  princes  or  noblemen  of  high  rank  have  not 
felt  degraded  to  appear  oa  mimsters,  and  whose  sovereigns 
intend  to  honor  tliem  by  such  appointments,  is  in  the 
senate  of  the  United  Statej  to  be  sunk  to  tlie  level  of 
its  own  tribuUries,  to  whose  castlea  none  other  than  a 
consul  has  ever  been  sent,  and  this  for  the  most  obvious 
reasons.  , 
The  case  of  titaties  concluded  here  by  a  Secretary  of 
State,  the  Senate  must  at  once  perceive,  touclies  not  the 
queitibn  I  have  presented.    No  one  can  doubt  that  he  is 
an  officer  of  the  United  States,  who  being  charged  by  the 
law  of  his  creation  with  the  superintendence  of  all  the 
foreign  relations  of  the  country,  may  very  properly  be  in- 
atmcted  by  tiie'President  to  negotiate  a  treaty  here.  In 
his  case,  the  power  given  to  him  has  no  other  effect  than 
to  ehai^  the  old  office  with  a  new  and  very  proper  duty. 
It  createt  no  new  office  in  hhn,  as  we  all  know)  for 
•Ithough  we  hare  heard  of  pay  for  conatructiTe  journeys 
never  performed,  yet  even  the  persons  who  thought  them- 
selves entitled  to  such  compensation,  have  never  presumed 
to  ask  for  constructive  "outfit  and  salary"  for  the  per- 
formance of  this  new  duty  mereljr.    It  would  be  absurd, 
too,  to  say  that  the  full  power  given  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  negotiate  a  treaty  here,  could  entitle  him  to  any 
of  the  privUeget  and  immunitie*  accoraed  by  tlie  public 
law  to  such  as  are  sent  abroad  with  nich  a  power.    It  is 
this,  at  last,  that  constitutes  the  true  test  whereby  to  as- 
certain whether  the  agent  appointed  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
is  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  such  an  ap- 
ptrintment-    For  as  the  immunities  conceded  by  the  pub- 
lic law  are  official  privileges  merely,  he  who  acquires  none 
aucb  in  virtue  f»f  hii  appointment  to  negotiate  a  treaty,  is 
not  thereby  made  an  oiBcer.   Bat  wheresoever  the  ap- 
pointment w  dengned  to  draw  after  it  pay  at  home,  and 
Cmnttmhr  sbn»d,  Oen  it  creates  office.   Nov  such  jk  the 


case  of  these  conwniiaioner*!  and  such  «ever  was  the  ease 
of  any  Secretary  of  State.  r  «. 

1  have  to  notice  but  a  single  other  argument  of  the  be- 
nator  from  Louisiana.  He  tells  us  iT^lK/urt 
mission,  for  it  bad  been  previously  established  by  the  la^ 
President  in  the  appoSntments  of  MeMS.  Crane  and 
OfBey,  made  by  him  in  like  manner,  and  for  the  . same 
purp^s  with  the  present.    Sir,  from.thm  day  f^d, 

let  us  not  repeat  the  pht««!_  and  pwmw  '*  ^fTTl. 
the  abuses  which  had  crept  into  this  Government.     It  »  . 

hieh  time  we  should  drop  it,  when  honorable  Senators 
Sk  they  justify  a  violation  of  the  consUtution  by  the 
onnent  Exiiutive,  by  regarding  it  as  a  mere  continuation 
SfSruSirped  aulhority  of  l'»  predecessor.    The  ques- 
tion wehaVe  to  decide  is.  whether  the '^n.trtuUon  au- 
ST^z's  the  President  to  create  a  new  office,  without  the 
adv?" and  con«.nt  of  the  Senate.  by;««'*,"*rASS 
to  a  nation  With  which  we  never  before  had  '=«t«bl.shcd 
smv  Dolitical  connexion  or  diplomatic  reUbon.     In  an- 
JSX  thS  question,  it  is  gravely  said  that  the  present 
?JSdfnt  has  not  done  so,  because  such  a  mi^on  was  jje- 
SStyaS  i^ffectually^ttempted  tobe  «^^h«h.^by  h* 
prcdVcessor,  and  this  secret  and  vain  effort  to  8t»pU« 
gSTaSTtheir  highest  pri«lege  t^'^'^'J^**? 
and  iustifies  the  actual  deed  afterwards  done.  j"'*: 
Cld  i  be  to  «iv  at  once,  that  because  Pre«dent 
Adamrpublicly  prochfrned  in  the  Panama  mesaage  that 
«,ch  a  ^ower       "  within  the  conrtitutional  competen^ 
oMhJ  Ktive."  therefore  it  must  be  so.    But  as  this 
J  gSment  wouW  scarcely  find  ^vor  any 
delved  better  to  rely  upon  the  aecret  »d  ineffectual  ^ 
tempt,  rather  than  upon  the  open  "wi  avowed  OP^'O"  « 
h^^President.     When  President  Adam,  pubbc  y 
no^nced  this  opinion,  ita  cantc^tm  w»  o 
nied«.d  controverted  here,  «>d  «irely 

^nrn^*ev"?i5?»^e$t  L^^Xnr^^T^r 
^;.«dVprnia'r  wiTmayt  the  weight  «id  «;th-^^^ 
of  his  opinion,  upon  this  subject  now,  1  know  but  » 
wcllknSw  howtGey  w"<^  «fP^r?«*J*y,l"K.?^JJ 
and  atthe  very  time,  too,  when  S 
done.  My  opinions  upon  this  subject  then  coinc^ed  with 
those  entertained  by  others  to  whom  1  have  alluded,  and 
mine  certainly  hav?  undergone  no  change  ""^ 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  again  rose.  Both  the  Senators  from 
VirgJnit  said  Mr.  L.,  l^e  thought  i* '=**~«.d.i^bat 
any  observations  should  have  beeii  made  <>"  the  tern«  m 
which  it  was  deemed  proper  to  <=™f 
the  President  of  the  Unfted  SUtes,       Jy  «.t.aprt« 
that  of  those  who  shouhl  ""PP^^  hjm-teras  wh«h  t^^^ 
say  the  occasion  justified,  and  winch  the  *»nk..«5«P^- 
dentdischai^  of  duty  requited.  They  are  inspired,  they 
say.  by  theT»«l  w^mth  of  their  Southern  .•«^«: 
icfslomed  by  the  habita  of  their  country  to  «^thmg.  by 
Iheir  names,  and  when  they  see  usurpation,  they  »"»t^ 
it  by  that  name.    And  the  gentleman  who  last 
vou  [Mr.  Ta.iweu.]  has  requeued  me  t? /"""^'"S 
l°rh  a  courtly  phrase'  (so  I  thiVk  he  cdled  thjtrt»«M 
express  his  idea  without  offence.    Far  be  »«™ 
F*r  fi-om  me  the  presumption  of  endeavormg  to  resuain 
the  noble  spirit  of  independent  zeal  that 
who  make  the  accusation,  fostered  «s  it  is  by  the  influence 


of  climate,  and  strengthened  by  habits  of  freedom  ofapeccli. 
Far  from  me  the  vanity  of  tliinking  that  any  pbrwe  Uiatl 
could  offer  would  be  so  acceptable  as  those  which  Uie 
Senator's  duty  required,  knd  his  sense  of  propnety  tos 
sanctioned.  I  am  as  little  conversant  withcourt.  a»e«tt«T 
of  the  Senators.  I,  too,  am  a  repubHcani  L  /^o^P* 
not  born  under  a  Southern  sun,  am  in  the  habit  of  bokliy 
expressing  my  thoughtst  and  when  1  hear  charges  of  tlie 
most  serious  nature  that  can  be  made,  expressed  m  the 
most  unquafified  language,  and  I  think  those  charge,  un- 
founded, 1  inurt  take  the  Bber^  to  say  so.    Te^  «ir,  Md 
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the  more  luwcceptable  liberty  of  provinr  it,  u  I  trust  I 
lave  done.  Thou|^  words  are  things,  mer  ftre  not  the 
words  of  the  accusation  that  I  blamet  it  is  the  groundless 
accusation  itself'  It  is  the  intolerant  denunoation  of  all 
who  cannot  see  unconstitutionality  or  usurpation  in  the 
acta  complained  of.  I  said,  sir,  that  the  objections  now 
raised  were  new;  that  for  the  first  time  this  charge  had 
been  made  against  a  practice  and  a  construction  that  was 
as  old  as  the  Government  itself.  This  is  denied;  and  the 
debatca  on  the  Panuna  mission  are  referred  to.  Sir,  I  an- 
tkapated  tins  objection,  and  have  diown  that  the  objeo- 
tiona  then  were  tw<^  to  the  nature  of  the  miBsjon  to  take 
partinUie  debates  of  a  deliberative  assembly;  and  to  an 
appoiirtmentof  a  public  minister  on  a  new  mission  without 
consulting  the  Senate:  and  I  am  warranted  in  repeating 
that  the  present  accusation  proceeds  from  a  new  light, 
that  never  before  shone  on  the  mind  of  any  of  our  prede- 
cessors; but,  admit  the  Panama  debate  to  be  an  exception, 
it  is  but  as  of  yesterdayf  compared  v'Oh  the  sanctions  of  the 
contniy  practice.- 

Mjr  construction  of  ^  constitution,  u  to  the  power  of 
appointing  in  the  recms,  is  discarded  with  the  single  obser- 
vation, that  it  is  bottomed  on  an  assumed  transposition 
of  words  in  the  clause.    Not  so.    It  stands  on  stronger 
grounds.     The  evident  intent  of  the  framers  of  the 
constitution— the  cotemporaneous  exposition;  the  imin- 
terrupted  and  nnquestioned  practice.    The  force  of  that 
practice,  in  its  several  dtvitiona,  has  been  attempted  to  be 
weakened:   1.  As  to  the  treaties  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  State,  by  saying,  as  is  most  undoubtedly  true,  but 
is  most  fam  to  their  "argument,  that  they  were  made 
under  ttae  powers  which  tbe  President  has  to  make  trea- 
ties.    Sir,  that  is  the  very  power  to  which  we  refer  to 
justify  the  appcuntment  of  the  commissioners.    Ay,  but 
say  the  gentlemen,  he  may  appoint  the  Secretary  of  State, 
but  not  cMBmisHoners.    Way}  Because  he  is  Secretary 
of  Statci  and  they  are  commissioners.    Tins  may  be  a 
satis&etory  argument  to  those  who  use  it;  but  I  most  be 
permitted  to  think  and  to  say,  that  it  appears  rather  incon- 
cluuve.    The  Secretary  of  State  has  the  management, 
a  officio,  of  our  foreign  negotiations,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Prendentt  but  without  that  direction,  in  the  form 
of  a  plenipotentisTy  commission,  he  has  no  riglit  to  make 
fttrea^.    Such  a  commission  is  always'  delivered  to  him 
when  he  is  directed  to  enter  into  or  negotiate  any  com- 
pact with  a  foreign  minister.  It  is  made  out  in  fertn — and 
from  it  he  derives  his  sole  authority — just  as  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Humplireys,  which  I  quoted  in  the  be^nning  of  this 
debate.    He  was  a  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Portugal; 
but  a  negotiation  with  Algiers  was  deurerl,  and  he  was 
authorized,  by  a  new  commission,  as  formal  in  alt  respects 
as  that  b^  which  he  was  appointed  to  Portugal — yet  he 
was  nominated  to  the  Senate  as  minister  to  Portugal — but 
not  to  Algien.    Why?   Because  the  first  was  a  perma- 
nent the  but  only  a  temporary  appcnntment.  Because, 
in  the  first,  he  was  a  public  ministei^n  the  last,  only  a 
secret  agent  with  full  powers.    Because  the  President 
had  a  right  to  give  what  character  be  chone  to  his  agents, 
and  chose  to  call  him  in  one  a  public  minister,  and  nomi- 
nate bim  as  such;  and,  for  satisfactory  reasons  made  him 
in  the  otlier,  his  nuanon  to  Alpers,  a  commissioner,  with 
fill]  powers,  and  did  not  nominate  him.    But,  to  put  m 
end  to  all  cavil,  on  the  ground  tiiat  the  appnntment  of  tbe 
Secretary  of  State  as  a  plenipotentiary  was  not  to  be  go- 
verned by  the  same  rules  that  apply  to  the  appointment  of 
other  persona,  let  us  suppose  the  strong  case  of  a  law 
declaring  that,  in  all  treaties  with  foreign  Powers  made  in 
the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  State  should  be  the 
.person  employed  to  make  them;  would  the  Pre«dcnt's 
constitotiimal  right  to  make  treaties  and  name  agents  to 


iierform  that  duty,  would  not  they,  notwithstanding  the 
kw,  have  a  right  to  reject  him?  The  law  cannot  control 
the  constitution.  The  office  of  Secretary  is  created  by 
the  law  of  Congress — that  of  minister,  by  the  law  ai  na- 
tions. The  appmntment  of  one  is  Tegnlated  by  bw — that 
of  the  other,  by  the  constitutions  therefore,  no  law  can 
control  the  powers  of  the  President  or  the  Senate;  and 
the  Secretai^  cannot  be  a  minister,  but  by  virtue  of  a 
special  appointment.  That  special  appointment  has  been 
unifiirmly  given  by  the  Preudent,  without,  in  a  single  in- 
stance, submitting  it  to  the  Senate;  and  the  unquestioned 
practice  proves  that  temporaiy  apptHnUnents  of  commis- 
noners  may  rightfully  be  made  without  nominating  them 
to  the  Senate.  It  has  been  uniformly  done  in  negotiations 
at  home,  and^  if  I  understand  both  gentlemen,  rightfully 
done;  but,  without  the  slightest  reason  for  the  distinction, 
they  say  it  cannot  be  done  abroad.  But  when  1  take  the 
laboring  oar,  and  show  the  same  uniform  practice  hi  nus- 
uons  abroad,  how  is  it  repelled? 

First,  in  case  of  plenipotentiaries  to  treat  of  peace. 
This  is  ushered  in  by  an  enconuum  from,  the  Senator  who 
last^dressed'you  on  the  diplomatic  law  of  nations,  and 
he  lauds  it  particularly  for  a  character  which  I  never  be- 
fore heard  attributed  to  it — its  great  certiunty  and  preci- 
sion. 1  had  thought  that,  oh  the  contrary,  there  was 
much  contrariety  of  opinions  aa  to  many  of  its  proviuons;  - 
that,  as  it  was  made  up  of  usages,  treaties,  and  the  chang- 
ing opinions  of  writers^  it  was  not  only  uncertain  fram 
its  nature,  but  that  the  principles  most  generally  acknow- 
ledged were  undergoing  a  daily  change,  with  the  advance- 
ment of  civilization,  and  the  new  political  arrangements 
of  the  world.  I  thought  so — but  this  was  owing  to  my 
ignorance,  for  the  Senator  tella  you  that  although  it  may 
appear  to  be  the  case  to  superficial  obser\'erB,  the  order 
and  beauty,  and,  above  all,  the  certainty  of  the  system, 
open  themselvei  to  those  who  are  proficients  in  the  sci- 
ence. I  am  not  advanced  to  tlus  degree  of  perfection) 
the  Senator  it;  and  to  what  truths  in  the  system  is  this  en- 
comium the  prologue  ?  What  are  the  certwn  maxima  he 
has  found  applicable  to  the  present  case,  in  the  precise 
pages  of  this  law?  First,  a  confirmation  of  his  foimer 
assertion,  that  plenipotentiaries  to  treat  of  peace  were  but 
officers  91  nt  to  regulate  the  terms  of  an  armistice;  and  tliat 
when  the  President  sendssuch  ministers,  he  does  it  as  com- 
manderAn-chief  of  theamy;  tliat  the  treftty-making  power 
has  nothing  to  do  vith  it.  Now,  sir,  I  must  say,  that  if 
this  be  the  best  proof  that  can  be  ftirnished  of"^  the  cer- 
tainty of  the  code  of  nations,  it  will  fare  ill  with  its  repu- 
tation in.  this  respect,  for  not  a  single  treaty  of  peace, 
since  wars  first  began,  ever  contiuned  a  stipulation 
for  an  armistice.  -  They  are  contradictory  terms:  an  ar- 
mistice is  a  cessation  of  hostilities  fbr  a  limited  term;  a 
peace  is  a  stipulation  that  they  shall  cease  forever;  an  ar- 
mistice contemplates  a  continuance  of  the  war;  a  peace 
puts  an  eitd  to  it  forever.  Sometimes  an  armistice  pre- 
cedes a  treaty  of  peace,  and  provides  for  a  renewal  of 
hostilities,  if  the  negotiation  should  fail;  more  frequently 
the  plenipotentiaries  meet,  according  to  the  Senator's  ap- 
posite phrase,  JIagrimit  beUo,  in  some  neutral  territory, 
and  without  any  armistice  the  war  ia  ended  if  they  agree 
on  the  condttiona  of  peace,  or  continues  if  the  conference 
is  broken  oflT.  Look  into  all  oar  treaties  of  peace;  ex- 
amine th(Me  between  other  nations,  and  what  do  you  find? 
Settlements  of  boundary,  provinon  for  mutual  claims,  alt 
the  endless  variety  arrangement  to  settle  the  disputes 
between  nations.  Who  ever  heard  of  these  in  an  armis- 
tice? Who  ever  thought  the  power  to  make  them  should 
be  arranged  under  the  military  rather  than  the  civil  head? 
If  the  President  had  the  power  to  conduct  our  wars  only, 
and  another  department,  the  Senate,  for  example,  that  of 


make  them  be  affected  by  nich  alaw'  Could  the  Secre-lmaking  treaties,  could  any  treaty  of  peace,  such  ns  we 
taiy  of  State  undcrit,  wiuMut  a  spedal  commisdoii^make  have  made,  have  been  concluded  but  by  them?  How 
any  trefty?    And  if  he  were  nominated  to  the  Senate  to  |  comes  It,  too,  if  this  doctrine  be  true,  4iat  all  these  trea- 
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ties  are  ntifiefl  by  the  Senate,  if  they  are  armiBticea  only? 
Because,  tliougb  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Presi- 
dent's manner  of  making  war,  or  mterrupting  hostilities, 
he  can  make  no  treaty  without  their  asseDt--because,  in 
fine,  a  treaty  of  peace  (no  offence  to  the  certainty  of 
diplomatic  law)  is  a  treaty,  and  iiot  an  armistice. 

Another  certain  doctrine  of  this  certain  law  which  is  to 
dcstrtn*  my  argument,  is  this:  That,  in  a  state  of  war,  every 
in^vidual  of  one  belligerent  nation  is  in  hostility  to  every 
individual  of  the  other;  that,  in  this  situation  of  things,  no 
minister  of  one  nation  could  be  lient  to  another;  that  liis 

Eersonal  safety  would  be  endangered  from  the  first  man 
B  met;  and  it  never  yet  was  known,  says  die  Senator, 
very  emphatically,  tliat  a  minister  was  sent  by  a  Power  at 
war  to  its  enemy,  Jlagnmte  belbt  and  therefore  he  con- 
cludes that  plenipotentiaries  to  treat  of  pence  are  not 
ministers.  If  by  this  is  meant  ministers  rewdent,  no  one 
ever  contended  that  they  were;  hut  they  are  wliat  all  (lie 
world  calls  them,' ministei's  plenipotentiary,  and  itls  con- 
ceded that  they  may  be  sent  by  the  President  alone,  and 
that  they  have  i\ot  been,  and  need  not  be,  nominated  to 
the  Senate  before  they  are  sent.  As  to  the  public  law, 
on  this  subject,  having  confessed  ray  i^noninee,  I  must 
leave  it  to  the  Senate  to  decide  whether  this  state  of  univer- 
sal and  individual  warfure  is  acknowledged  by  the  modern 
law  of  civilized  nations,  and  'wliether,  if  even  at  times 
when  it  raged  with  the  g^reatest  ft-rocity,  there  were  not 
safe  conducts  known  which  would  enable  plenipotentia- 
ries to  deliberate  iu  an  enemy's  capital  as  securely  as 
th^  could  in  a  neutral  town.  Leavmg  these  points,  as  1 
■aid,  to  be  determined  by  those  better  qualifiea  to  decide 
them,  Imuat  take  the  liberfy,  however,  to  doubtthe  correct- 
ness of  the  asserted  fact  that  is  adduced  to  support  them. 
1  have  heard,  strange  as  it  may  appear  to  the  gentleman, 
I  have  heard  of  ministers  sent  to  treat  of  peace  in  an  ene- 
my's country  dunng  the  existence  of  tlie  war.  I  have 
known  some,  and  history  is  full  of  others.  Tlie  war  of  our 
revolution,  between  £ngland  aiwl  France,  was  put  an  end 
to  by  a  British  ministerf  m  the  cajutal  of  the  French  taifg- 
dom.  The  peace  of  1801-,  between  the  same  Powers, 
was  concluded  at  Amiens,  and  Amiens  is  in  France.  One 
treaty  of  peace  will)  Algiers  was  concluded  in  tliat  city, 
the  capital  of  otxt  enemy,  by  a  commisnoncr  aipointcd 
with  exactly  the  same  formalities  that  Khind,  OfHey,  and 
Diddle  were;  and  the  other  by  ao  Algerine  minister  on 
board  of  one  of  our  ships  of  war,  representing  tlie  terri- 
tory of  the  United  Stale!;;  in  short,  so  many  are  excep- 
tions to  the  rule,  if  rule  it  may  be  called,  tliat,  if  it  is  one, 
it  has  been  most  wofuUy  disregarded  in  practice. 

But  the  volume  of  treaties  with  the  Bnrbar^  Powers; 
tlie  long  list  of  plenipotentiary  commissionei's  who  have 
been,  like  Bhind,  Offley,  and  Blddle,  sent  to  negotiate 
them,  and  who  have  none  of  them  been  nominated  to  the 
Senate!  What  is  to  be  done  witli  them?  They  must  be 
dispoied  of  beforo  we  can  make  way  for  the  fierce  denun- 
ciation ^unst  the  Preudent.  How  is  this  to  he  effected? 
Nothing  easier.  Deny  their  existence  as  nations;  call 
tliem  hordes  of  barbarians,  and  the  bu^ness  is  done. 
Tliey  are,  says  the  gentleman,  like  the  Indian  tribes,  who 
are  now  under  our  protection,  and  our  tributaries.  An 
unfortunate  assimilation!  for  there  are  many  honorable 
members  of  this  body,  who  think  that  those  tribes  are  in- 
dependent nati(ms,  and  that  all  stipulations  witli  them  arc 
treaties,  in  tlic  diplomatic  sense  of  the  word.  l*heword 
tributaiy,  too,  brings  with  it  degrading  rQCollectioiis;  for 
it  so  happens  that  it  is  only  a  few  ^-ears  since  tliese  very 
people,  to  whom  the  title  of  nation  IS  denied,  were  power- 
ful enough  to  have  exacted  from  us  an  annual  tribute,  and 
not  only  from  iis,  but  from  all  the  nations  wl)os=  ships  na- 
vigated the  Mediterranean.  This  way  of  meeting  the 
objection  seems  to  concede  that  the  course  which  1  have 
shown  to  have  been  pursued  with  respect  to  the  Barbary 
Powers,  WW  right  and  constitutional  u  regarded  them;and 


that  if  the  mission  now  under  discusnon  had  been  sent  to 
Morocco,  or  Algiers,  or  Tunis,  or  Tripoli,  nothing  would 
hare  been  said  against  it.  it  was  necessary,  therefore,  to 
raise  some  distinction  between  two  missions  begun,  con- 
tinued, and  ended,  precisely  in  the  same  way,  that  sliould 
make  one  a  crime,  the  otlier  a  U-gal  and  proper  mcamre. 
How  is  this  done  ?  By  showing  th^  the  game  nilei  ^riiich 
jFOvem  a  misnon  to  Algiers,  cannot  tpp^  to  one  aent  to 
the  Ottonum  Porte.  Because,  first,  the  Turkidi  is  an  an- 
cient Power;  it  ^t'as  established,  he  says,  before  our  exist* 
ence  as  a  nation.  If  this  were  the  correct  rule  for  deter- 
mining whether  a  people  were  entitled  to  tlie  privileges  of 
a  civilized  nation,  it  would  be  rather  an  unfiHtunate  acale 
fur  us  to  estabUsh.  But  be  it  the  true  onC)  faowisthefWct 
as  between  the  two  Powers?  The  empire  ofTorkey  «-as 
not  established  in  Europe  until  the  fifteenth  centiii^.  Al- 
giers was  then  an  old  Government.  Soon  after,  it  with- 
stood  the  power  of  Chiu-les  V,  and  defeated  the  powerful 
army  he  sent  to  invade  them,  it  is  acknowledged  in  the 
argument,  that  a  capture  by  one  of  CSteir  cruisers  is  con- 
sidered by  tlie  courts  of  England  its  a  change  of  property. 
They  have  fleets,  armies,  a  regular  revenue,  an  organised 
and  permanent,  though  despotic  Government;  how,  with 
all  these  attributes  of  sovereignty,  can  we  call  tiiem  savage 
hordes,  with  whom  no  regular  intercourse  of  d'qilomacy  can 
be  keptup?  Look,  sir,  into  the  treaties  we  have  formed 
with  tliem.  All  ttie  principles  which  the  most  civilized 
nations  have  proclaimed,  and  which  so  few  of  them  bafe 
practised  or^  will  be  found  to  be  included  in  them. 

But  the  States  of  Barbary  are  not  treated  by  the  Euro- 
pean Powers  on  the  footing  of  otiier  nations.  They  do 
not  send  them  resident  ministers.  If  they  did  not,  I 
scarcely  think  this  would  be  proof  of  the  uct  that  tlicy 
were  not  considered  as  part  of  the  fiimily  of  nations.  One 
of  the  greatest  Powers  in  Euroue  lias  not  now,  and  never 
has  had,  an  agent  here  of  a  nighcr  rank  tlian  consul. 
Nor  Itave  we  treated  him  with  more  ceremony.  Does  this 
prove  that  Austria  and  the  United  States  do  not  eonsider 
each  otiier  as  on  a  footing  with  other  nations?  But,  sir, 
the  fiict  is  not  quite  correct.  We  have  had,  and  now 
have,  ministers  resident  with  these  Powers.  I'hey  have 
only  the  title  of  consuls,  hut  have  the  powers  of  ministers; 
and  greater  powers  than  are  exercised  by  ministers  in  any 
country  in  Europe.  They  have  exclusive  criminal  and 
civil  jurisdiction  over  their  countrymen.*  What  other 
difference  between  Algiers  and  Constantinople?  In  Al- 
giers, they  follow  the  law  of  M^omct,  'so  they  do  at  Con- 
stantinople. When  the  Dey  is  in  a  passion,  he  cuts  down 
the  consul's  flag  staff.  In  Constantinople,  the  Sultan  does 
worse;  he  shuts  up  the  minister  in  tlic  Seven  Towers. 
The  Algerine  send&  no  rcNdcnt  ministers  to  other  Powers; 
neither  does  the  Turk.  They  both  wear  turbana;  shut 
up  tlicir  wives;  and  hare  tho  same  contempt  fur  christian 
doga.  Why,  with  all  these  points  of  similitude,  and  none 
of  difference,  except  in  extent  of  territory  and  power, 
should  there  be  any  in  conducting  our  intercourse  with 
them,  which  will  justify  us  in  characterizing  that  to  be  a 
high  ci-ime,  in  our  intercourse  with  the  one,  which  towards 
the  otlicr  is  a  correct  course  of  conduct?  This  is  a  question 
which  gentleman  can  answer,  no  doubt,  with  perfect  satis- 
faction to  their  own  minds,  and,  perhaps,  (but  of  tliat  I 
must  be  permitted  to  doubt,)  trith  that  of  the  nation. 


*  MarieiK,  Wg^  37|  ny*t  Alttioiivh  eoniuti  an.'  uuUiT  llte  tiireiul 
prDti'dlon  of  Oit  law  uf  naiioM,  aiuir  may  be  c<iniildifre>t  in  a  {cnnal 
view  M  iti|ik>iiMiie  apniii  of  ihi-*  Sum  «hkli  imibm  (hem,  t'vt  tlwr 
cunnot  Ic  eia.srd  a*  public  miiii>tcr«,  cviii  vT  Tlie  Diird  otdir.  hccBiwr 
ihiyiire  liM  pnitidird  iri  h  httvn  a{  en^tiiei-,  K^c.  Thuce,  lM«evcr, 
which  an  •ml  tv  ihf  Baritir)'  rowin,  and  iw  ilw  pert*  oT  lie  Li-rant, 
r.>rni  an  •xci'p(Min,alrf  arc  thv  onlf  cuinult  thai  are  MCTtdiled  anil 
IrenU'd  n«  miiiUlfr*,  the  gnawt  |>art  uf  llicm,  and  c.*pv«uil!j  eoumU 
gi'iirriil,  nantrd  hj  (oine  I'nWer,  cithi-r  fur  st  urnl  j>Ibc«i  at  the  Kinie 
tjnii-,  or  ai  ibelii'ad  uf  vnborduMle  ciHUuli,ri^D]r  iii  aume  partkalara 
grcBirr  pn.'riiE«U*H  iliait  ibowM'nl  Iu  ihe  jMrlanf  £uniBi\  Pa^-Sf; 
IIl'  clKMti  thii  p-ndeof  ecniul*  aboTE  c1iBr|;c  d'affjirrt,  who  arc  iiatud 
to  cMin*  wbrreii  iinut  de>ir«4  nrpmsiitrd  tvamdabtghcTCtaiienr 
miniilm. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


285 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


286 


Fn.  35.  1831.] 


Pateer*  of  Congreai  to  fey  and  eoUeet  duties. 


In  repelling  th«se  ftccusarionf  so  uaexpectedly  made, 
so  Tehemently  ut^ed,  t  must  not  be  considered  as  the 
authorized  advocate  of  the  First  Uagistrate.  ]  do  not 
pretend  to  know>  as  other  echtlemen  OATe  intimated  they 
know,  hy  whose  counsel  this  measure  was  adopted,  or 
whether  recourse  was  had  to  any  counsel  but  that  of  h'ls 
own  sound,  unbiaawd  understanding.  Not  being'  my- 
selfhia  political  adviser,  I  have  no  parentftl  reelings  of  af- 
feetion  tor  any  of  his  measures  to  mislead  my  jtidgnient. 
By  its  dictates  alone  I  shall  approve  or  condemn.  But, 
sir,  he  had  advisers-  Washington  and  the  Adamses,  Jef- 
ferson, and  Madison,  and  Monroe,  were  his  cotinsellorst 
and  the  advice  of  such  a  cabinet  no  Chief  Magistrate  need 
hesitAte  to  take  as  his  guide. 

Sir,  I  repeat,  I  am  not  the  oflleial  advocate,  or  the  poli- 
tical adviser,  of  the  President;  but  I  am,  and  I  am  proud 
of  the  title,  his  personal  friend;  and,  in  this  capacity,  I  re- 
ject for  lum,  as  I  know  he  would  indi^antly  do  for  him- 
self, die  excuse  that  is  offered  for  his  intentions,  at  the 
expense  of  his  understanding  and  independence. 

I  was  somewhat  surprised  to  bear  the  distinction  drawn 
between  the  measures  of  the  President  and  those  of  what 
is  improperly  called  his  cabinet — a  body  entirely'  unknown 
to  the  constitution.  Adopt  this  system  of  shifbnj;  respon- 
sibility, and  hereafter  it  will  be  used,  not  for  the  purpose 
for  which  it  now  seems  to  be  intro^ced — ^that  of  eulo. 
pzing  certain  heads  of  departments,  and  throwing  the 
odium  of  imputed  bad  counsel  upon  others — but  for  the 
more  dangerous  purpose  of  shielding  the  First  Magistrate 
from  the  responubilitv  which  the  constitution  has  tlirown 
upon  him,  and  him'  alone.  And  it  seems  stranffe  that  it 
did  not  oGcnr  to  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  drew  the 
distinction,  that  the  establishment  of  tliis  doctrine  would 
be  a  more  serious  blow  to  the  constitution,  which  they  so 
earnestly  and  sincerely  defend,  than  that  which  (if  even 
their  charges  were  well  founded)  they  deprecate.  Be 
the  distinction  offered  for  what  purpose  it  may,  the  pre- 
sent Chief  Magistrate  is  not  the  man  to  introduce  or  avail 
himself  of  it.  "  His  measures  are  hts  own-,  the  excuse  is 
not  reqaired  nor  accepted  by  turn,  nor  a  it  made  for  him 
by  his  fnenda. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOSSTTH,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

FatDAT,  FzaacART  35. 

Mr.  BENTON  laid  on  the  table  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Baob/edj  That  the  powers  conferred  on  Congress  by 
the  States  to  lay  and  collect  duties  and  to  regulate  com- 
merce, are  diMinct  and  incontrovertible  powers,  aiming  at 
different  objects,  u\d  requiring  different  forms  of  legis- 
Utire  action;  the  levying  power  being  confined  to  imports, 
and  chiefly  intended  to  raise  revenue;  the  regultiting 
power  being  directed  to  exports,  and  solely  intended  to 
procure  lavorable  terms  for  the  atlniisnon  of  the  ships  and 
prodncta  of  the  States. 

3.  That  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  duties  on  imports 
was  solioited  by  tlie  founders  of  the  present  Federal 
Government,  and  granted  by  the  States,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  paying  the  public  debt,  and  with  the  solcnin 
and  reiterated  assurance  that  the  duties  levied  for  that 
purpose  should  cease  the  moment  the  debt  was  paid — 
whicli  asBurance  was  given  in  answer  to  objections  from 
the  States,  and  to  quiet  the  apprehennons  expressed  by 
•omeofthem,  that  the  grantofpowertoCongreastonuse 
rerenue  from  the  commerce  w  the  States,  without  limit- 
ation -of  time  or  quantity,  and  without  accountability  to 
them  for  its  expenditure,  might  render  Congress  inde- 
pendent of  the  States,  and  endanger  their  liberties  and 
prosperity. 

3-  Tliat  the  public  debt  will  (p^olMbty)  be  paid  off  in 
die  year  183^  and  the  amount  <a  about  twelve  millions  of 
dollars  of  reremia  will  then  be  subject  to  abdition,  and 


ought  to  be  abolished,  according  to  the  agreement  of  the 
parties  at  the  establishment  of  the  present  Federal  Go- 
vernment; and  in  conformity  to  the  present  actual  condition 
and  interest  of  the  States. 

4.  That  an  abolition  of  twelve  nullions  of  duties  will  be 
a  relief  to  the  people  of  ft«m  about  »zteen  millions  of 
taxes,  (estimating  the  retail  merchants' advance  upon  the 
duties  at  one-third,^  and  that  the  said  abolition  may  be 
made  without  dimmishing  the  protection  due  to  any 
essential  branch  or  pursuit  of  domestic  industry,  and  with 
manifest  advantage  to  most  of  them. 

5.  That,  for  tlie  purpose  of  enabling  Coi^fress  to  de- 
termine with  entire  safety  to  every  interest,  and  with  f\ill 
satisfaction  to  the  public  mind,  what  branches  and  pursuits 
of  domestic  industry  may  be  entitled  to  protectUHi,  and 
ought  to  be  guarded  from  the  injurious  efneta  of  fbreign 
competition,  a  joint  committee  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  ou^bt  to  be  appmnted  to  take  tile 
examinations  of  practical  men  (producers^  consunwnr, 
and  importers)  In  all  doubtful  ca^es,  and  to  report  tiietr 
evidence  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

6.  That  the  said  committee  ought  to  be  appointed  at 
the  commencement  of  the  nextstated'session. 
'  7.  That  the  power  to  regulate  forrign  commerce  waa 
granted  to  Congress  by  the  States,  for  the  express  and 
sole  purpose  of  enabling  Congress  to  obtain  and  secure 
favorable  markets  abroad  for  the  exports  of  the  States, 
and  favorable  terms  for  the  admission  of  their  ships;  and 
to  effect  these  objects  by  establishing  an  equitable  system 
of  commercial  reciprocity,  dlscrimmation,  and  relation, 
which  should  measure  back  to  evety  foreign  nation  the 
same  degree  of  favor,  or  disfavor,  wluch  itself  measured 
out  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United  States. 

8.  That  the  power  to  regulate  foreign  commerce, 
although  one  of  the  fii-st  df  tlie  enumerated  powers  of  the 
constitution,  and  tlie  enduring  cause  of  ita  adoption,  has 
never  yet  been  exercised  by  Congress. 

9.  That  the  approaching  extinction  of  the  public  debt, 
and  coitsequent  obUgation  to  abolisli,  and  advantage  in 
abolislniig,  about  twelve  millions  of  annual  revenue,  will 
enable  the  United  States  to  receive  a  large  portion  of  ber 
fbreign.commer(;c,  say  the  one-half  thereof,  free  of  duty; 
and  that  the  fair  principles  of  a  just  reciprocity,  the 
(hctates  of  obvious  policy,  justice  to  the  States,  and  the 
constitutional  duty  of  tlie  Federal  Government,  already 
too  long  deferred,  will  require  this  Government  to  demand 
equtvalenu  from  all  nations  which  may  wish  to  be  admitted 
to  a  participation  In  the  enjoyment  of  this  gi-eat  amount 
of  free  and  unrestricted  trade. 

10.  That  the  free  importation  of  tl^  following  articles 
(among  others)  may  be  admitted  into  tlie  United  States 
without  eompromising  tlie  prosperity  of  any  branch  or 
pursuit  of  domestic  industry,  and  with  manifest  advantage 
to  most  of  tliem,  namely:  Enens,  silks,  wines,  coffee, 
cocoa,  worsted  stuff  goods,  several  descriptions  of  wool- 
lens, several  qualltiea  of  fine  cottons,  several  kinds  of 
spirit^  8(C.  &c. 

11.  That  the  free  importation  of  the  said  articles  ought 
to  be  offered  to  all  nations  which  shall  grant  equivalent 
advantages  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United 
States,  and  will  receive  the  products  of  their  industry, 
namely:  fish,  furs,  lumber,  naval  stores,  beef,  bacon, 
pork,  grain,  flour,  rice,  cotton,  tobacco,  live  stock,  manu. 
factures  of  cotton,  leather,  wool,  and  rilk,  butter  and 
(^eese,  soap  and  candles,  hats,  glass,  and  gunpowder, 
lead,  riiot,  and  sugar,  ^irits  made  of  grain  and  molasses, 
&c.  Sec.,  or  some  adequate  proportion  thereof,  either  free 
of  duty,  or  upon  payment  of  moderate  and  reasonable 
duties,  to  be  agreed  upon  in  treaties,  and  to  continue  for  a 
term  of  years,  and  to  no  other  nations  whatever. 

12.  That  there  is  nothing  in  existing  treaty  stipulations 
with  foreign  Powers  to  prevent  the  regulation  of  owr 
commerce  upon  the  foregoing  principles. 
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15,  Tbit  all  commerdal  tuitions  will  find  it  to  their 
adrant^  to  reguUtc  their  commerce  with  the  United 
Statet  on  these  principles,  ns,  in  doing  so,  they  will  sub- 
stitute a  fair  and  liberal  tnuie  for  a  trade  of  rexaGons^ 
opprestions,  restrictions,  and  smuggling)  will  obtain  pro- 
visions for  Bubnstence,  and  materials  for  manu&ctures,  on 
clieaper  terms  and  more  abundantly;  will  promote  their 
own  ezportsf  will  increase  their  revenue,  by  increaang 
consumption  and  diminishing  amugglingt  uid,  in  refusing 
todosOf  will  draw  ffreat  injury  upon  tbemselvet  in  the 
loss  which  will  ensue  of  several  great  branches  of  thrir 
trade  with  the  United  States. 

14.  That  the  agriculture,  manufactures,  commerce, 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States  would  be  greatly 
benefited  by  regulating  foreign  trade  on  the  foregoing 
principles:  first,  by  pvtting  rid  of  oppressive  duties  upon 
the  staple  productions  or  tlie  United  States  in  foreign 
marketsi  secon^,  by  lowering  at  home  the  price  of 
many  articles  of  comfort  or  neceiri^,  imported  froiA 
abrmd. 

15.  That  the  safest  and  most  satisfactory  mode  of 
regulating  foreign  commerce  on  these  principles  would 
be  b^  combining  the  action  of  the  legislative  and  treaty, 
makmgpowers,  Congress  fixing,  bylaw  or  joint  resolution, 
the  articles  on  which  duties  may  be  abolished,  and  the 
Executive  negotiating  with  foreign  nations,  for  the  grant 
of  equivalents. 

16.  That,  to  be  in  readiness  to  carry  this  system  of 
regulating  foreign  commerce  into  efTect  at  tlie  extinction 
of  the  pubEc  debt,  it  will  be  necessary  for  Congress  to 
designate  the  articles  for  abolition  of^  du^  at  ui«  next 
stated  session. 

NATIOXAL  ROAJ)  IN  OHIO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BURNET,  tiie  orders  were  postponed 
fur  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  billdedaring  the  asaent 
of  Congress  to  aa  act  of  the  General  Asoembly  of  tiie 
Sute  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  BUKNET  said  he  would  occupy  but  a  few  minutes 
of  the  time  of  the  Senate  in  explaining  the  bill.  Its 
object,  iie  said,  was  nothing  more  than  to  give  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Oltio,  for  the  pre- 
aervation  and  repair  of  lo  much  of  the  national  road  as 
lica  witMn  the  limita  of  that  State.  That  the  law  to  which 
the  assent  of  Congress  was  asked,  provided  for  the  collec- 
tion of  a  moderate  toll,  to  be  expended  in  repairs.  It 
also  provided  for  the  punishment  of  persons  detected  in 
the  perpetration  of  malicious  mischief  injurious  to  the 
road.  He  said  that  it  was  generally  underatood  and  be- 
lieved m  Oluo,  that  the  junadiction  of  this  road  was  ex- 
clurively  vested  in  the  Uiuted  States]  that  the  General 
Assembly  had  no  power  to  legislate  on  the  subject  without 
tiie  consent  of  Cpngreas.  It  was  well  known,  he  remark- 
ed, that  tlie  road  would  soon  become  entirehr  useless^  if 
an  arrangement  were  not  made,  without*  deUy,  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  it  in  repair;  that,  as  the  road  had 
been  constructed  by  Congress,  at  a  grest  expense,  it  was 
unreasonable  to  reiy  on  tnem  for  yearly  appropriations  of 
money  from  the  national  treasury,  to  keep  it  in  a  state 
of  preservation]  tiiat  the  road,  being  once  completed, 
ought  to  sustain  itself  without  imponng  a  further  burden 
on  the  national  treasurj'j  that  this  dt^scription  of  internal 
improvement  could  not  be  carried  to  any  great  extent,  if 
every  new  construction,  when  completetl,  was  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  new  annual  charge  on  the  treasury  of  the 
nation.  Such,  be  said,  was  the  impresuon  of  tbe  Legis- 
lature of  Ohio,  and  tm  that  view  of  the  subject,  and  for 
the  purposes  already  mentioned,  tiiey  had  passed  tbe  law 
recited  m  the  bill  under  con^eration.  Rethought  it 
would  be  fuuiid,  uii  a  careful  examination  of  the  law,  that 
i]f  provisions  were  just  and  reasonable.  Tlic  toll  proposed 
to  be  charged  was  unusually  lowt  much  less  than  is  com- 
monly charged  oil  otiicr  kkuIs  of  a  similar  character— lie 


was  confident  that  it  was  less  than  a  tenth  of  the  value  of 

the  advantage  to  be  derived  by  the  persons  who  were  to 
pay  it.  He  disclaimed  all  idea,  or  desire,  on  the  part 
Ohio,  to  derive  a  revenue  from  thissource.  They  did  not 
contemphite  such  a  result,  nor  did  they  wish  it  If  the 
road  could  be  preserved  without  a  tax  on  them,  or  on  the 
General  Government,  they  would  prefer  to  have  it  remain 
at  it  is  now,  free  and  unencumbered  with  toll  gatest  buU 
said  he,  that  is  imposnblet  the  road  cannot  be  preserved 
without  constant  repairs,  which  necessarily  require  a  con- 
stant supply  of  money.  That'Ohio  contemphued  nothing 
more  than  the  preservation  of  the  road,  was  evident  from 
tbe  fact  that  the  whole  amount  of  money  collected  was  to 
be  paid  into  the  State  treasury — kept  in  a  separate  fund, 
and  applied  excluuvely  to  the  repair  and  preservation 
the  rtnd,  and  that  no  more  money  was  to  be  collected, 
than  woidd  be  required  for  that  purpose.  Mr.  B.  said 
that  care  bad  been  tnken,  in  draughting  the  law,  to  secure 
the  rights  of  the  United  States,  as  well  aa  Uiose  of  Uie 
separate  States,  by  a  provi»on  that  the  mail  should  pass 
free;  that  all  persons  in  the  service  or  employ  of  the 
United  States,  or  either  of  tbem,  and  all  property  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  or  either  of  them,  should  be 
exempt  from  the  payment  of  toll.  Such  being  the  cha- 
racter and  object  of  the  bill,  be  iM  not  anticipate  an 
objection  that  he  believed  could  reasonably  be  urged 
against  it.  It  did  not,  he  said,  affirm  any  principles,  or 
profess  to  settle  any  question  of  right;  it  was  a  naked  de- 
claration, on  the  part  of  Congress,  of  their  willingness  that 
Ohio  should  execute  the  law  ^e  had  passed.  He  was 
aware  tiiat  some  members  of  Congress  beheved  that  the 
State  possessed  that  power  already,  but  amy  others  were 
of  a  difTerrnt  opinion;  and  it  was  manifeat  that  Ohi« 
thought  differently,  otherwise  abe  would  not  have  paased 
the  law  in  question.  Be  this  at  it  may,  stud  Mr.  B.,  I  feel 
confident  that  every  Senator  present,  whatever  may  be 
his  opinion  on  the  delicate  question  of  internal  improve- 
ment, can  vote  for  this  bill  without  committing  himself,  on 
any  principle  connected  with  that  question,  because  it 
involves  noprinciple  of  tliat  character.  It  will  leave  tbe 
questions  of  constitutional  power  and  constitutiwvl  right 
where  they  now  stand,  to  be  adjusted  ai^  settled  as  would 
be  the  case  had  this  law  never  been  thouf^t  of.  If.  aa 
he  believed,  the  provisions  of  the  bill  were  unobjecticm- 
able,  on  the  score  of  principle,  he  was  very  certun  they 
were  calculated  to  secure  a  highly  important  object,  as 
would  be  verified  by  tiie  experiment,  should  the  bill 
under  consideration  pass.  It  would  prevent  fiiture  appti- 
cations  to  Congress  for  appropriations  of  money  from  the 
national  treaauir  to  repur  the  road.  As  yet  no  such 
application  had  been  madeforthe  part  of  the  road  within 
the  State  of  Ohio,  because  it  had  not  become  necessary; 
and  he  would  venture  an  assurance  that  such  an  applica- 
tion should  not  be  made  if  Congress  passed  this  bill. 
Ohio  would  relieve  the  United  States  from  the  tax  .and 
the  labor  of  preserving  her  portion  of  the  road.  With 
the  means  which  this  law  would  put  in  her  power,  she 
would  guaranty  tiieaccomplishmentof  the  object  without 
furtiier  trouble  to  the  United  Stetes,  and  colaiiUy  without 
further  expense  to  their  treasury.  He  befieved  that  the 
plan  proposed  by  the  State  of  Ohio  was  the  best,  if  not 
the  only  one,  by  which  the  road  could  be  kept  in  repair 
for  any  lengtli  of  time,  as  it  was  evident  that  Congresa 
would  soon  become  weary  ofmaking  yearly  appropriations 
fur  U)At  purpose]  and  Uial  whenever  these  appropriations 
should  be  required,  there  being  no  substitute  provided, 
the  road  would  go  to  ruin,  and  the  money  already  expend- 
ed would  be  lost  to  the  nation. 

Mr.  UAYNE  said  he  was  in  fiivor  of  the  object  of  tbe 
bill.  He  should  be  glad  to  see  the  principle  carried  out, 
and  tbe  Uiuted  States  wholly  relieved  from  tiie  care  and 
preservation  of  tliis  road.  He  thou^t,  however,  that 
the  bill  stopped  short  at  one  important  particular,  and  thbt 
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vas,  the  cenion  of  the  road  to  the  Stftte  of  Ohio.  He 
riunildfike,  if  it  could  be  done,  to  introduce  a  proviaion  into 
the  bin  providinff  for  it«  cewon — \i  wu  &  matter  of  imptort- 
uice,  in  hta  oi^inion — and  it  would  relcuse  the  United 
States  from  all  future  lenriation  oa  tfaf  subject.  Should 
ttui  course  be  pursue^  next  year  Vlr^iiua,  Maryland^ 
Pennnrlvania,  and  other  States  interested,  would  make 
a  nmiiar  application  to  Congress,  and,  their  wishes  once 
granted,  the  United  States  would  be  relieved  from  an 
almost  continual  drain  on  their  treasury.  Tlie  eonstruc' 
6on  and  preservation  of  this  rood  was  an  unfortunate 
event  for  the  country;  the  United  States  had  been,  and 
would  be,  from  the  necessity  of  things,  subjected  to  more 
expense  in  worlts  of  this  nature,  than  either  individiuda 
or  States.  Mr.  H.  spoke  of  the  sums  paid  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  road,  and  the  g^eat  expense  required  to 
keep  it  in  repair.  -  He  would  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
comnuttee  if  suoh  a  provision  as  he  had  sug^sted  could 
not  be  introduced  into  the  bill,  and  thus  relieve  the  Go- 
vernment from  any  further  appropriations. 

Mr.  BURNET,  in  reply,  said,  that  as  mat^  of  the  mem- 
be  ra  of  both  Houses  were  opposed  to  a  cession  of  the 
road,  as  would  appear  by  referring  to  the  debate  which 
took  place  on  that  subject  two  years  ago,  he  was  appre- 
hensive that  an  attempt  to  amend  the  bill,  as  had  been 
suggested  by  the  honorable  Senator  ftom  South  Carolioa, 
mi^t  be  foUowed  by  its  loss.  He  observed  that  the  bill, 
in  its  present  form,  presented  no  obstkcle  to  die  accom- 
pU^Ament  of  the  object  which  the  honorable  Senator  had 
10  view;  that,  as  it  now  stood,  it  secured  tliat  object  in 
part,  and  in  a  very  important  part,  and  he  hoped  that 

fentleman  would  not  persist  in  putting  that  part  at  risk, 
y  an  attempt  now  to  obtain  the  residue,  which  might  as 
veil  be  aecinvd  at  a  fiiture  dav.  Hut,  as  the  proposition 
DOW  made  was  one  about  which  there  was  a  great  diversity 
of  opinion,  an  attempt  to  introduce  It  into  the  bill  would 
cettainlr  induce  a  protracted  debate,  which,  at  this  late 
hour  of  the  session,  must  be  fatal  to  the  whole  project. 
The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  did  not  object  because 
he  was  unwiUmg  to  permit  the  State  of  Ohio  to  do  what 
she  pn^osedf  on  tw  contrary,  as  iar  as  the  proposition 
went,  it  seemed  to  meet  his  approbation;  but  he  desired 
to  fgo  fiirther-^M  wiabed  to  make  ft  complete  cession  of 
the  raadt  that  object  would  not  be  defeated  by  passing 
the  bill  in  its  present  shape,  but  the  bill  would  certainly 
be  defeated  by  an  attempt  to  amend  it  as  proposed,  for 
the  purpose  of  gaining  that  object  at  die  present  time. 
On  these  considerations,  Mr.  B.  objected  to  the  propou- 
tion  which  had  been  made. 

Mr.  POCNDEXTER  said  that  there  were  at  least  two 
objections  to  the  lull  as  it  now  stood,  unless  the  provision 
au^^sted  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  should 
be  jaeorponted  into  it.  The  first  was,  tiiat  it  undertook 
to  trailer  to  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  a  right  to  erect  toll- 
gates,  &c.  with  a  view  to  the  collection  of  revenue,  to 
provide  for  keeping  the  road  in  repair— a  power  which 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  did  not  itself  possess. 
The  matter  had  been  more  than  once  discussed  in  Con- 
jereM,  ud  bills  providing  &x  nuaing  a  revenue  from  tolls, 
fiff  tbe  repair  of  the  road,  had  been  rejected.  If,  then. 
Congress  did  not  possess  the  power,  could  the  nght  be 
transferred,  Congress,  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Ohio^  In  his  opmion,  it  could  only  be  done  by  ceding 
that  part  of  the  road  lying  witlun  the  State  of  Ohio  to 
that  State  altogether,  and  thus  nve  its  Legislature  a  right 
to  exernse  the  power  now  sou^  to  be  obtained.  If  the 
power  were  not  ^en  in  this  way,  he  could  not  see  in 
what  other  way  it  could  be  done,  when  Congress  did  not 
pOHesB  the  poweritself.  The  second  objection  was,  thiU, 
by  the  pnmnons  of  tbe  bill,  tbe  justices  of  the  peace  in 
the  State  f>f  Ohio  were  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over 
(lenders  gainst  the  law,  and  to  enforce  ita  provisions. 
Cerlaidlrt  ssid  Mr.  P.,  we  cannot  give  thii  JntwUetioato 
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those  officers  of  tiie  State  of  Ohio.  The  constitution 
provides,  that  "  tbe  judicial  power  of  the  United  Statea 
tix»3X  be  vested  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  suoh  infe* 
riorcourtsasthe  CongreM  may,  from  time  to  tinM^  otdun 
and  establirii."  Can  we  travd  out  of  the  course  laid 
down  for  us  in  the  constitution,  and  fjive  an  authotity  to 
State  officers  to  enforce  our  lawa— rgive  them  a  jurisdic- 
tion which  ve  have  no  authority  to  do  by  the  constitution  ? 

said  Hr.  P.;  we  have  not  the  power  to  constitute 
these  officers,  ^toad  hoe,  judicial  offioen  of  the  United 
States.  The  course  which  he  should  prefisr,  and  which 
should  be  pursued,  was,  to  cede  that  part  cf  tbe  road 
to  the  State  of  Ohio,  paaung  through  her  bounduie^ 
and  so  on  to  other  States,  to  the  whole  length  of  ttw 
road:  for  this  was  the  worst  Government  in  the  world  to 
have  the  management  of  the  roads.  He  had  thrown  out 
these  views  for  the  conridcration  of  the  Senate,  and  he 
hoped  honorable  gentlemen  would  agree  "with  hin  in  the 
expediency  of  an  entire  cession. 

Hr.  LIVINGSTONsaidthatthegendMnaafromlUsM. 
tippi,  who  had  just  taken  his  seaC  n^took^  a  little,  &e 
provisions  of  the  bill.  It  did  not  grant  a  power  to  erect 
toU'gates,  but  simply  gave  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the 
State  of  Ohio  to  ao  so.  The  road  passed  through  the 
limits  of  the  State,  but  was  constructed  by  the  United 
States.  Many  persons  were  of  opinion  that,  because  the 
road  WIS  made  with  the  m<mey  of  tbe  Uiuted  States^ 
thereftH>e  it  was  the  proper^  of  uie  Uiuted  States— othen 
were  of  opinion  that  the  road  was  constructed  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  power  possessed  by  the  Government  to  maka 
post  roads;  and  on  these  two  cases  many  ^sputes  might 
arise.  He  was  opposed  to  ceding  the  road  to  the  States. 
Hr.  L.  remarked  that  it  was  the  State  of  Ohio  which  gave 
the  power  referred  to  the  justices  of  the  peace,  and  not 
Congress;  .we,  in  sanctiomng  her  Uw,  simpler  assent  that 
she  shall  have  the  ^ower  to  give  the  jurisdiction  to  these 
officers  expressed  in  die  bill,  and  do  not  appcunt  them 
ourselves.  Hr.  L.  made  a  reference  to  the  inspection 
and  other  laws  of  the  States,  wluch  were  sanctioned  by 
the  United  States'  Government,  but  were  not  laws  of 
Congress.  He'  wished  similar  provisions  to  those  con- 
tained in  the  present  bill  could  be  extended  to  every 
State  through  wUch  roads  ran*  constructed  by  die  United 
Statea. 

Mr.  POtNDEXTER  thought  he  ^scovered,  in  the 
aif^ments  of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  a  distinction 
without  a  difference.  If  the  assent  of  Congress  was 
necessary  to  ^ve  effect  to  a  law  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
then  we  certainly  transferred  to  her  a  power  to  do  that 
which  she  could  not  do  herself.  If  ^e  had  a  ru>ht  to 
exerdse  the  power  proposed  to  be  given  in  this  biU,  with- 
out our  consent,  then  the  bill  is  useless;  but  if  our  assent 
is  necessary,  then  our  act  is  the  only  thing  which  gives  a 
binding  effect  to  the  law  of  the  State  of  Ohia  Where 
was  the  difference  in  our  acting  on  subjects  of  this  "kind 
subsequently  or  anteriorly?  In  the  present  case  the  Le- 
gislature had  acted  beforehand,  and  s^nt  their  law  to  us 
for  our  assent  to  its  prorinons.  If  wti  were  to  pass  a  law 
befiJrehand,  giving  them  the  power  now  sought  to  be 
obtained,  and  they  saw  proper  to  act  ujKm  the  subject, 
would  itnotamounttothesametbing?  Tne  justices  of  the 
peace  in  Ohio,  he  maintained,  would,  in  this  instance,  act 
entirely  dependent  on  our  mil;  and,  in  gruiting  them  the 
power  sought  to  be  obtained,  we  were  gong  beyond  the 
proviuons  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  LTVINOSTON  sud  ha  vonid  state  the  Terence 
iirthe  two  cases».and  it  was  the  same  difference  viiieh 
eusted  between  a  compromise  and  a  suit  at  law.  Might 
not,  two  parties  being  at  variance,  one  offer  a  compro- 
mise  for  tne  settlemeirt  of  their  differences,  and  the  other 
refuse,  because,  he  would  say,  if  I  do  agree  to  a  compro- 
ouse,  you  iril)  say^  that  I  admit  you  have  the  right  on  your  - 
■de?  Ai  to  like  justices  of  the  peace,  ^hen  they  came 
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to  »ct,  it  would  not  be  by  Yirtue  ■of  mit  1»w-  of  Con^rew, 
bat  under  the  provi^ona  of  the  law  of  Otuo- 

Mr,  FORSYTH  nid  be  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  in  ite 
prewnt  dnpe.  He  Hffeed  with  the  gendenum  from  Mi«- 
liMippI  in  ma  ne4ra  en  the  matter,  ud  would  cheerfully 
TOte  for  ft  ceanon  of  the  road,  if  the  State  of  Ohio,  or 
any  other  State  concerned,  was  willing  to  take  it.  He 
waa  among  thoae  who  believed  that  the  United  States 
could  claim  nojuriadiction  over  the  property.  The  State  of 
Ohio  asked  oi  us  a  jurisdiction  which  we  could  not  give, 
nid  Bfr.  F.,  beewtfe  we  had  not  power.  Ced«  the 
property  to  her»  and  she  nught  exercise  such  legiilation 
m  relation  to  road  as  she  nugfat  see  proper.  He 
regretted  Aat  he  could  not  vote  for  the  billi  he  had 
anigned  his  reasons  why  be  could  not.  He  was  wilUngto 
surrender  every  section  of  the  road  to  the  States  inte- 
rested, if  they  would  keep  it  in  repair. 

Hr.  RUOGLES  aud,  this  was  the  third  effort  which 
had  been  made  to  prevent  the  rood  from  going  to  ruin. 
nieTe  was  no  other  method  that  could  be  pursued  to  ac- 
eomplirii  the  end  in  view.  BiUs  for  Uie  preservation  of 
the  road  had  been  before  Congress  on  several  occauons 
but  iriUuMit  success.  One  did  pass  the  ty/o  Houses,  but 
was  rejected  by  the  then  President — Mr.  Monroe.  Other 
projects  had  been  tried,  but  notlung  finally  done.  The 
State  £d  not  contemplate  deriving  a  revenue  from  the 
tcdls  collected;  their  only  object  wae,  to  keep  the  road 
in  repair,  and  to  this  purpose  the  fimds  would  oe  applied. 
It  would  be  to  tlie  benefit  of  the  United  States  to  assent 
to  Uie  aeti  and  if,  in  the  present  case,  the  assent  of  Con- 
greai  was  obtained,  the  States  of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  &c.  would  hereafter  adopt  similar  measures. 
'Some  measure,  to  keep  the  road  from  dilapidation  and 
ruin,  should  be  speedily  resorted  to.  It  was  the  best  road 
in  ^e  conntryt  but,  unless  eariy  attended  to,  must  go  to 
deci^.  He  thimight  the  bill  prescribed  the  best  course 
that  could  he  adopted,  and  hoped  it  would  pass.  Ohio 
■  did  not  ask  for  or  want  the  road;  she  umply  wished  the 
power  to  preserve  it  from  destruction. 

Mr.  BURNET  ssjd,  there  waa  one  point  of  view,  in 
which  the  subject  might  be  presented,  which  he  thought 
wotdd  remove  the  dimcultv  under  which  the  Senator  from 
ManiMppt  seemed  to  labw.  Hie  national  road,  be 
had  given  rise  to  questions  of  doubtful  or  disputed 
jurisdtetion.  Many  persona  of  information  and  legal 
talents  were  of  opinion  tliat  the  jurisdiction  vested  in 
tbe  State  tlirongh  which  the  road  passed;  others,  equally 
well  informed  and  of  equal  legal  talents,  were  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinioni  they  thought  the  juriadicUcm  was  in  Con- 
greasy  and  in  ^is  state  orthings  uie  road  waa  fast  Voing 
to  rain.  For  the  purpose  of  obviating  the  efibcta  m  this 
coiUBon  of  opinion,  without  meeting  the  contested  ques- 
tion, the  L^datore  of  Ohio,  he  said,  lias  passed  a  laW, 
ocercinng  ft  jurisdiction  in  pavt,  with  a  proviso  that  it 
should  not  be  carried  into  effect  without  the  consent  of 
Oongress.  The  whole  amount  of  the  matter  then 'was, 
tiiat  the  contending  parties,  by  this  bill,  consented  that 
Ohio  shotild  take  charge  of  the  road,  for  the  purpose  of 
jmsernng  it,  leaving  the  question  of  riglit  as  it  lieretoforc 
stood-— unsettled  and  undecided.  The  Senator  from  Mis- 
sisrippi  liad  certainty  misappr^ended  the  bill(  he  had 
considered  the  language  of  the  Legislature  a«  being  U>e 
Itngui^  of  CongresBrby  supposing  that  ^  latter  was 
about  to  vest  jurisdiction  by  this  bill  in  the  officers  and 
courts  of  the  State,  when,  in  fac^  it  was  the  enactment 
of  Obia  which  gave  ths  jurisdiction,  and  when  Congress 
were  required  to  do  notUng  more  than  express  tbrfr 
approbation  of  the  course  pursued  by  that  State — all  the 
power  to  be  exercised  by  those  courts  and  officers  would 
be  delved  from  the  State,  by  an  express  enactment,  in 
which  the  United  States  were  neither  named  nor  referred 
to  ss  having  any  agency  in  the  matter.    If  a  State,  sud 


officers*  Congress,  by  expressing  its  approbation  of  the 
measure,  will  not  I>ecome  tibe  grantor  of  that  juriedifitkmi 
it  would  still  be  an  authority  Mrived  exclusively  bum  the 
State. 

The  question  wu  then  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engroaaed  f^  a4Urd  reading*  and  determined  in  the  affir* 
mative. 

PUNISHMENT  FOR  DUELLING. 
Mr.  LIVINGSTON  subnutted  the  following  resolution: 
Reaohtdt  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  ex- 
amine and  report  whether  any  legislative  provision  is 
expedient,  in  order  to  prevent  and  punish  the  practice  of 
duelling  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  L.  remained,  that  when 
the  bill  from  the  other  House,  for  the  .  punishment  of 
crimes  in  the  District  of  Coluinbia,  was  under  conndera- 
tion,  some  exception  was  ma^  to  that  clatise  which  re- 
lated to  the  punishment  for  duelling.  Not  to  hazard  that 
bill,  the  clause  had  been  atricken  out,  with  a  view  to  come 
at  the  subject  by  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare and  repent  a  npecial  bill  relative  to  duellii^.  With 
this  view  he  had  offered  the  resolution,  and  he  dmAted 
not  that  a  bill  might  bereported  in  time  to  be  acted  on  at 
the  present  session. 

Mr.  HAYNE  was  in  fiivorof  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion. It  was  his  ol^ect,  in  moving  to  strike  out  the  clause 
of  the  bill  referrecf  to,  that  the  gentieman  from  Louiaan* 
[Mr.  Ltviitostok]  might  have  an  opportunity  to  present 
his  views  on  the  subject  in  the  shape  of  a.  specific  biU. 
Should  a  bill  be  reported*  as  an  individual  be  would 
cheerfully  co-operate  with  him;'  and  he  thou^t  such  a 
bill  might  be  matured,  as  would  have  a  beneficial  effect. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Li- 
viirosTOir,  Hathb,  and  Clattuh  were  appomted  the 
committee. 

TURKISH  MISSION. 
The  Senate  then  resumed  the  co'nnderation  of  the 
amendments  to  the  appropriation  bill,  the  question  beii^ 
on  the  motions  of  Messrs.  Taxewsll  and  KjHtb, 

Mr.  FORSYTH  sud  he  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  IUxx.1  He 
was  satisfied  of  its  strict  propriety,  by  Us^recollecoon  ef 
what  occurred  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
year  1818,  when  he  occupied  In  the  House  the  poaitioii 
now  occupied  in  the  Senate  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia* 
[Mr.  TizawKLi.,]  who  first  opened  the  discussion.  Mr. 
Monroe  had  appointed  three  distinguished  citisens  com- 
nuanoners  to  go  to  Spsjuah  America^  to  exaodue  into  the 
pofitical  condition  of  the  States  struggling  to  maintain  their 
mdependence.  He  had  promised  them  salaries  at  the  rate 
of  90,000  per  annum  eacn,  and  hiul  given  them  a  secretary 
with  a  salary  of  3  or  3,000  dollars.  Xbose  gentleman  had 
all  been  appointed  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and 
were  not  nominated  at  me  ensuing  sesskm.  They  had 
left  the  United  States  on  their  mission  before  Congress 
met.  Their  misuon  was  one  of  the  topics  of  the  Executive 
message  at  the  openii^  of  Coi^;Teaa.  The  apprt^riatioo 
bill  of  tiiat  year  was  reported  wth  a  clause  making  a 
ispecific  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  these  comoius* 
sioners  and  their  secretary.  Ine  Speaker  of  the  Hcnise, 
Hr.  Clay,  who  was  just  be^niung  to  display  symptoms  of 
hostility  to  the  administration,  inquired  mto  the  authority 
for  making  those  appointment8--doubted  the  pn^ricty, 
and  condeoined  the  expediency  of  them.  After  a  ooa- 
sultation  with  that  distinguished  statesman,  the  late  Mr. 
Lowndes,  the  purity  of  whose  character,  the  soundness 
whose  judgment,  whose  honorable  ambition,  with  not 
enough  of^ the  alloy  of  selfislmess  in  it  to  nuke  it  current 
in  the  world's  traffic,  gave  to  his  opinions,  while  be 
livedo  the  most  imponng  wei^t   Hr.  F.  propoaed  to 


h»,  by  stMute,  ^ve  jurisdiotion  to  ber  own  tribunsU  and ;  stiflEe  from      appropriatioD  bill  the  spedfic  appnqnk^ 
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Hon,  and  to  add  the  amount  reqiured  for  the  payment  of 
the  commisuoDcn  to  the  sum  set  apturX  as  the  contiiwent 
fund  for  forei^  intercourse.  The  amendment  was  a£>pt- 
ed  withdif  a  divUion,  and  proved  iicceptiU>le  to  the  Senate. 
The  object  was  to  tlirow  the  expenditure  upon  that  fund 
which  wa9  entnuted  to  the  absolute  discretion  of  the  Pre- 
adent,  to  prevent  any  inferences  unfavorable  to  the  con- 
trolling power  of  the  Senate  in  confinninjf  ^pointments, 
and  CM  tne  House  in  creating  office*.  The  confidential 
a^nts  appointed  to  ne^potiate  a  treaty  with  Turkey  have 
been  appointed  under  the  same  authority  that  was  exer- 
cised in  1818  by  Mr.  Monroe.  If  there  was  any  difference 
in  principle,  the  cUfTcrencc  was  in  favor  of  the  present 
administration.  The  conuniasioners  to  Spanish  America 
were  public  political  a^Mtta  with  fixed  aahu-ies,  protected 
by  the  fia^  of  the  United  States  in  their  roya^,  and  by 
the  commissions  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  bearing  let- 
ters to  the  Qovernments'thfliy  were  sent  to  visit,  ana  en-, 
titled  to  respect  in  thm  known  public  political  chaiactftr 
from  all  civilized  nations.  The  a^nts  to  Turkey  were 
secret  agents,  without  salaries,  uithorized  to  make  a  treaty 
of  commerce,  if  practicable,  without  letters  of  credence 
to  any  Power,  and  entitled  to  no  peculiar  protection  ex- 
cept from  the  Turkish  Government,  with  whose  officers 
it  WBS  necessary  for  them  to  confer,  to  ascertain  the  prac- 
ticability of  effectii^  the  object  in  view.  There  certainly 
was  no  course  of  reasoning*  that  would  make  Messrs.  Rhint^ 
Offley,  and  Blddle  in  tlie  recent,  and  Messrs.  Offley  and 
Crane  in  the  former,  effort  to  negotiate  secretly  with 
Turkey,  officers  of  Govemment,whose  appointmeatsou^t 
to  be  provided  for  by  law,  or  subject  to  the  eontrolhn|^ 
power  of  the  Senate,  that  would  not  more  stroi^y  )^pply 
to  the  case  of  the  commissioners.  Bland,  Rodney,  ai^ 
Grahan^  and  their  secretary,  Brackenridge,  who  were 
•eat  to  the  South  American  States  bv  Mr.  Monroe. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  had  hoped  that  tne  proposed  amend* 
meat  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois  would  have  met  the  ap- 
probatiim  of  the  Senator  from  Vir^^nia,  [Mr.  Tasxwui,] 
as  he  professed  a  perfect  readiness  to  pay  liberally  for  the 
services  rendered,  if  no  inference  against  the  power  of 
the  Senate  could  be  drawn  from  it.  He  contends,  bow- 
ever,  that  such  an  inference  will  be  justifiable,  if  the  pay- 
ment IS  not  mode  on  the  personal  application  of  the  per- 
sons who  rendered  the  service,  by  a  bill  specially  report- 
ed for  their  relief  and  originating^  in  the.House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. Mr.  F.  did  not  agree  with  the  Senatw  on  tins 
point.  AU  that  could  be  legitimately  inferred  from  the 
proposed  increase  of  the  contingent  fiind  was,  that  Con- 
gress decided  that  the  commissioners  should  be  remune- 
rated for  services  rendered  in  Turkey.  The  amendment 
proposed  by  the  other  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Tx- 
ub]  appeued  to  be,  therefore,  unnecessary  to  the  pro- 
tection  of  the  Senate,  and  objectionablet  as,  with  the  os- 
tensible purpose  of  extracting  a  conclusion  not  liable  to 
be  drawn,  it  gave  occanon  to  one,  unjustifiable  in  Itself, 
reflecting  upon  Uie  present  administration,  and  the  pre- 
■eat  admuuttrstion  only.  Mr.  F.,  while  he  believea  the 
present  discusuon  neither  Called  for,  nor  in  place,  was 
not  unwilling  to  express  Iusopini(»s.on  the  question  sug- 
gested by  the  Senators  from  Virginia,  or  those  really  in- 
volved in  the  appropriaUon  for  the  payment  of  the  "Hirk* 
iah  commissioners.  He  c<Hncided  in  opimon  with  the 
Senator  on  his  right,  [Mr.  Taxswzu,]  that,  since  the  estb- 
blisdiment  of  the  Federal  Government,  the  Executive  had 
gained  upon  the  legtshitive  branches  of  the  Government, 
had  enCKMched  at>oa  the  authority  of  the  Senate;  and 
whenever  any  Senator  presented  himself  to  restore  tlie 
true  principles  of  the  coiutitution — to  vindicate  the  powers 
of  the  SeniUc,  Mr.  F.  would  afford  his  hearty  support, 
without  stopping  to  inqiure  over  whose  prostrate  fortones 
it  was  neeesMiy  to  narch,  in  effecting  that  great  object, 
b  tite  impiirtnnt  buainesB  of  fonnn  intercourso)  it  l|ipear> 
ed  to  him  that  the  ilnunen  ^  tn«  eoutitutiimi  intraded 


that  every  negotiation,  from  its  inception  to  its  conaam- 
mation,  shoidd  be  made  known  to,  and,  to  a  eeitun  extent, 
be  under  the  control  oi,  the  Senate.  In  the  first  years  of 
the  Government  such  seemed  to  have  been  the  practice. 
Genenl  Washington  freqaen%  presented  to  uiis  body 
aueh  questions  as  theiei  Shall  »  negottetion  be  opened 
with  such  aPower?  Shall  instructions  to  this  or  thttefFeet 
be  given?  Shall  a  treaty  be  formed,  if  the  mutual  stipula- 
tions indicated  could  be  agreed  on?  In  this  practice 
General  Washington  did  not  persist  An  event  occurred 
in  179J,  having  no  doubt  some  influence  in  justl^i^,  in 
the  minds  of  our  Presidents,  if  it  did  net  occasion,  this 
chsrwe.  A  subject  of  vsst  consequence  was  submitted  to 
the  cfecimon  of  the  Senate  in  seoret  executive  season,  un- 
der the  most  sacred  obliK*tian  not  to  be  ^Usclesed  by  aiqr 
Seilator.  No  wmier  had  the  Senate  amounted,  than  tiw 
whole  matter  wasspread  before  the  sidilic  by  a  Senator  fhm 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Maaon.]  The  whole  country  was  thrown 
into  confUsiftii  warm,  animated,  angry  discusnon  follow- 
ed, and  all  the  services,  and  virtues,  and  character  of 
Washington  were  insufficient  to  save  him  frotn  the  cen- 
sure and  reproach  d  a  part  of  the  couotoy.  Mr.  F.  (Ud 
not  oenstlre  that  disclosure;  those  to  whom  tfae-Serartor 
was  reqionnble  applauded  the  act;  he  would  not  questii^ 
their  dednoD. 

It  was  soon  found,  as  the  Government  moved  on^  tlut  if 
a  denre  Was  felt  that  any  subject  should  be  b ruled  nbout 
in  evety  comer  of  the  United  States,  should  become  the 
topic  of  universal  discussion,  nothing  more  was  neceaaary 
than  to  close  the  doors  of  the  Senate  cbanrd}er,  and  make 
it  the  object  of  secret,  confidential  deUberation.  Our  owo 
experience  shows  that,  in  this  respect,  there  has  been  no 
iD^irovement  j  the  art  of  keeping  State  aemets  is  no  better 
understood  now  than  it  formerly  was.  Yet,  with  these 
facts  before  the  pubUc,  the  honorable  Senator  frem  Vir- 
ginia, nearest  to  him,  [Mr.  TtLsa,]  asserts  that  the  Senate 
IS  a  perfectly  safe  depository  for  all  the  secrets  (tf  our  fo< 
reign  diplomacy. 

This  change  in  the  course  of  the  Executive  Deparlmeat 
had  been  submitted  to  without  censure  or  resistance.  No 
individual  Senator,  even  as  for  as  Mr.  F.  was  infotmed* 
had  ever  made  an  effort  to  drive  the  Executive  into  a  full 
and  frank  disclosure  of  the  mysteries  of  our  foreign  inter- 
course, or  to  sustwn  a  claim  to  control,  by  Senatorial  ad- 
vice, the  character  and  extent  of  the  instructions  given  to 
our  foi-eign  ministers  or  agents.  Thinking,  as  Mr.  F.  did, 
that.the  constitution  intended  the  Senate  should  be  pre- 
viously consulted  on  all  points  of  foreign  negotiation*  he 
was  yet  compelled  to  admit  that  the  usage  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  uniforndy  ineonsistent  with  that  o|iinion. 
Upon  the  question  ofappcuitments  to  new.foreign  misKOU 
in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  on  which  the  gentleman  fran 
Virginia  on  h^a  i^ht  [Mr.  Tasbwku.]  had  dwelt  wUh  ao 
much  seal  and  eameatnesa  the  right  d  the  Preaident  to 
originate  new  mtanoAa  during  the  rece«  of  the  Senate^ 
althou^  exercised  in  many  eases,  and  asserted  oa  a  recent 
occasioa  by  the  late  President,  Iwd.not  been  remted  by 
the  Senate.  Individual  Senators  had  condemned,  and  had 
asked  the  Senate  to  jiun  in  the  censure  of  such  acts  and 
pretennonst  but  the  Senate  had,  on  every  occaaoo,  evaded 
a  decision^ 

Both  the  great  partiea  into  which  foe  pe^le  woe  eop- 
bosed  to  be  ^vid^  had  uwted  in  the  expediency  of  avoid- 
ing coUiuon  with  the  Preudent  on  this  question  ofpo^rar. 

The  motions  of  Mr.  Qon,  censuring  the  appomtmeat 
by  Mr.  Madison  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  of  Messrs.- 
Gallatin,  Bayard,  &c.,  to  treat  under  the  Rusuan  metUft- 
tion,  were  laid  on  the  table  by  the  republican  votes  of  the 
Senate.  The  motion  (tf  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Na- 
vy, (Mr.  BnuKh,)  eondevning  the  pretenwms  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, that  he,  aa  Proddsn^  waacocnpetent  to  appoint  nun- 
iateratotheCoomaac^PaMMnat  was  laid  on  the  table  by 
tbcTote«rth«&iMbof  ti^-leteadoiniatntioii.   8a  for 
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u  A  judgntfrnt  was  to  be  formed  of  the  opinion  of  the  Se- 
nate, any  President  had  a  right  to  conclude^  whatever 
may  be  uie  opinton  of  his  cabinet  or  of  some  of  bis  di»- 
tinguifhcd  friendi  in  cither  or  both  Hotuei  of  Congress, 
that  hb  power  to  miJte  apnointmetits  to  new  nunons  du- 
ring the  reccM  of  this  botly  was  admitted  by  the  Senate 
itself.  Mr.  P.  did  not  impute  the  &ilure  on  the  partoftiie 
Senate  to  assert  its  constitutional  rights  to  party  consider- 
ations alone;  although  it  had  unfortunately'  happened  that 
these  questions  were  always  stirred  in  hi^  part^  times, 
and  pressed  with  a  view  to  pai^  effect;  the  subject  was 
<me  of  difficulhr;  and  whenerer  it  is  canTsased  aa  it  ought 
to  be,  with  a  smgle  eye  to  the  relative  constitutiona)  power 
of  the  President  and  Senate,  it  would  he  found  tliat  a  de- 
cision either  in  favor  of  or  against  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent alone  to  appoint  to  new  missions,  would  be  attended 
irith  serious  danger  to  the  public  interest.  He  was  pre- 
pared«  wbenevert  in  executive  session,  it  was  proposed  un- 
connected with  party  strife,  for  the  expresuon  by  the  Se- 
nate of  a  fixed  opinioni  and  to  adhere  to  thkt  opiniMi  in  all 
future  intercourse  with  the  Cluef  Magistrate. 

Apsirt  from  tiiese  questions,  the  experience  of  the  con- 
fedpnttion having  shown  thenccessity  of  secret  confidential 

Tneies  in  foreign  countries,  very  early  in  the  progress 
the  Federal  Government,  a  fund  was  set  apart,  to  be 
expended  at  tlie  discretion  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  on  his  responsibility  only,  called  the  contingent  fund 
of  foreign  intercourse.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  on 
his  right  [Mr.  Taxswill]  supposed  thatthis  fund  was  for 
the  payment  of  spies  in  foreign  countries,  who  might  be 
imprisoned  or  hung,  if  detected,  with  his  free  will,  aa  the 
United  States  were  notboundtoprotect  them.  This  would 
depend  upon  their  character;  if  American  dtizens,  they 
would  be  entitled  to  protection}  and  that  protection  should, 
at  every  hazard,  be  afibrdedt  but  this  term  spy,  to  which 
the  gentleman  diooses  to  confine  the  use  of  this  contin- 
gent  fond*  wttl  not  answer  his  purpose.  Foreign  minis- 
ters are  defined  to  be  privileged  spies,  sent  abroad  to  lie 
for  the  benefit  of  their  countiy,  (tne  last  part  of  this  defi- 
niffon  Mr.  F.  hoped  was  not  always  accurate. )  If  the  Pre- 
sident  can,  on  the  strength  of  this  continent  fund,  apptnnt 
spies,  he  can  appoint  the  privileged  spies.  But  on  what 
fpwnd  does  the  gentleman  narrow  down  tiie  use  of  this 
contingent  fund?  It  was  given  for  all  purposes  to  which 
«  secret  service  fund  should  or  could  be  applied  for  the 
pab^e  benefit.  For  spies,  if  the  gentlemen  pleasesi  for 
persons  sent  publicly  aitd  secretly  to  search  for  important 
mformatton,  political  or  commercial;  for  agents  to  carry 
confidential  instructions,  written  or  verbal,  to  our  foreign 
ministers,  in  negotiations  where  secrecy  was  the  element 
of  auoeess}  for  agents  to  feel  the  pulse  of  foreign  Govern- 
■lents,  to  aaecrtun  if  t^eatiM,  commer^al  or  political, 
ooald  be  formed  with  them,  andwith  power  to  form  them, 
if  practicable.  Sncb  uses  have  been  frequently  made  of 
this  fiindt  indeed,  the  prc^riety  of  thus  using  it  is  now, 
for  the  first  time,  doubted.  Why  is  it  publicly  discussed^ 
Mr.  F.  could  not  probably  speak  of  what  the  executive 
journal  did,  but  he  was  authorized  to  say  what  it  did  not 
contain.  The  Senate  bad  not  censured  or  doubted  the 
propriety  of  the  appmntment  of  the  agents  to  make  a  treaty 
with  Turkey.  No  committee  of  tliat  body,  no  individual 
Senstor  had  proposed  to  the  Senate  to  express  any  c^inion 
on  the  subject  But,  on  this  petty  appropriation,  the  grave 
constitutional  question  is  stirred  here  by  both  Senators 
from  Virginia— the  one  [Mr.  Tauwbi-l}  from  despair-^ 
tiie  other,  [Mr.  TxxxK,]  because  an  attack  ought  to  be 
openly  made. 

To  the  first  Senator,  Mr.  F.  would  suggest  that  patri- 
otism should  never  despair  of  the  repubnc;  and  that  the 
people  nii^lit  possibly  remind  him  that  he  should  not  in- 
voke Hercules  until  he  put  his  own  shoulder  to  the  wheel. 
The  otiier  Senator  discloses  the  purpose  of  his  movement) 


the  attack  is  in  the  nick  of  time.  Mr.  V.  thought  the  ex- 
ecutive session  was  the  true  place  to  vindicate  tne  rights  of 
the  Senate  in  its  intercourse  with  the  Chief  Magistrate-— that 
the  judgmentof  theSenateought  tobe  distincuy  expressed* 
not  left  to  obscure  inferences  from  omisnons  or  expres- 
sions in  appropriation  acts — ^these  were  proper  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  which  could  only  tnroiigh  ap- 
propriations check  the  irrerular  or  dangerous  Action  of  the 
Executive,  but  not  in  the  Senate.  Yet  he  admitted  the 
propriety  of  taking  any  and  every  opportunity  to  give  warn- 
ing to  the  Statesaml  tothepeople.  Thisbeuigthe  avowed 
object,  no  allusion  to  thehandvriting  on  the  wall  was  ne- 
cessary. The  administration  was  in  the  balance,  and  the 
people  w31  decide  whether  it  is  or  is  not  wanting  in  fideli- 
ty to  its  trust.  Some  remarks  had  been  indulged  in,  on 
the  manner  of  the  Senators  from  Virginia  in  their  discur- 
sion  of  this  subject.  Mr.  F.  was  too  much  in  the  habit  of 
speaking  freely  to  find  fiiult  wltii  it  in  others — indeed,  he 
was  alwava  like  Locksley,  the  Robinhood  of  Ivanhoe,  rea* 
dyto  ado  his  halo  "whenever  he  saw  a  good  riiot  or  % 
gvllant  blow."  If  disposed  to  critidse,  he  should  find  the 
opposite  fault  with  both  the  Senators— they  were  far  too 
courtly  for  the  meridian  of  the  United  States.  They  had 
adopted  and  acted  upon  the  maxim  of  courtly  continental 
Europe,  and  of  the  palace  of  St.  James.  The  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate can  do  no  vvi'ong — ^tbe  ministers  are  responsible— 
on  them  let  the  weight  of  public  indignation  lati;  and  one 
of  tiie  gentlemen  [Mr.  Taziwkli]  had  rone  so  for  as  to 
express  the  sentiment,  that  he  was  wilung  to  have  the 
maxim  universally  acted  upon,  if  the  cabinet  ministers  could 
be,  as  in  England,  brought  to  the  block  for  giving  uncon- 
stitutional adnce  to  the  President.  Until  the  constitution 
changes,  the  Chief  only  is  responsible  for  Executive  acts; 
he  may  take  the  advice  of  his  Secretaries  if  he  thinks  pro- 
per; butthereisnoobli^tion  upon  him  either  to  take  or  to 
follow  thatadvicei  and  if  be  does  both,  be  does  not  escape 
the  conscquenco— lie  is  mmally,  constitutionally,  tnd  le- 
gally answerable  for  all  Executive  acta;  and  Mr.  F.  thank- 
ed God  tiiat  whenever  tiiere  should  be  use  for  the  heads- 
man's axe,  there  was  no  officer  of  this  Govtfnmcnt  too 
high  nor  too  low  to  escape  its  edge.  The  present  Chief 
Magistrate  asks  not  the  iniroduction  of  this  slavish  doc- 
trine— hte  discoveries  show  that  he  is  not  willing  to  as- 
sume the  obligations  of  others,  but  he  has  never  shrunk 
from  his  own.  If  there  is  one  characteristic  ihon  all 
others  peculiarly  distinguuhing  the  man,  it  is  the  fearless- 
ness with  which  he  throws  himself  upon  responsibility; 
not  with  the  reckless  indifference  of  a  profligate,  but  with 
the  generous  confidence  of  an  honest  iiund.  Surprised, 
as  Mr.  F.  was,  at  this  unusual  effort  to  atriike  o^'er  the  Pre- 
sident's shoulders  at  objects  behind  him,  and  shehered  by 
his  constitutional  shield,  he  was  still  more  struck  with  the 
distinctions  made  in  selecting  pdnts  of  attack.  The  Se- 
nator who  led  the  assault  [Mr.  Tazxwxsx]  charged  upon 
the  four  members  of  the  cabinet,  who  bad  been  formerly 
members  of  the  Senate,  upbiaidcd  them  for  the  inconss- 
tency  of  the  conduct  of  tlie  Executive  with  certain  opinions 
recorded  in  the  journals  of  the  Senate  during  the  Panama 
discussions;  and  with  giving  to  the  Prendent  advice  to  vio- 
late tile  constitution.  The  Secretaries  of  State,  War,  and 
Navy,  and  the  Attorney  General,  were  condemned  for 
having  advised,  or  for  not  having  prevented  by  their  ad- 
vice, a  violation  of  that  sacred  mstrument.  Why  is  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  excluded?  He,  too,  is  a  con- 
stitutional adviser  of  the  President,  under  tiie  like  obliga- 
tions to  give  good  counsel,  and,  by  so  dmng,  preventing  vio- 
lations of  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  country.  On  all 
the  impCB^t  questions  ariung  out  of  the  Panama  mission, 
there  was  fittle  difference  of  opimon  among  the  then  op- 
position party,  of  which  the  Secretaiv  from  Pennsylvania 
was  a  moat  active  member;  and,  although  not  recorded 
here*  his  opinions  stand  upon  record  elsewhere  on  those 


k  is  an  ftttat^.   Certainljr  the  place  is  wefl  dmen,  and^qiieatkHH.   Why  is  he  of  Pennffrh-ania  excosed  hj  the 
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Senator,  [Mr.  Taibwill,]  when  he  ofKew  York,  wnA  he 
of  Tennessee,  and  he  of  North  Carolinii,  and  he  of  Geor- 
gia, are  condemned  without  scruple  or  mercy }  Even  this 
OKriminatUm,  aiiwular  aa  it  is,  is  aurpaned  by  that  of  the 
other  j^ntlemui  fromVii^nia,  [Mr.  Ttlm.}  Re,  too, 
■ecms  to  have  a  favorite  in  the  cabinet,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  (Branch,)  whom  he  baa  anxiously  soueht  to 
draw  out  of  birm'a  #ay  from  the  deadly  rang*  of  Ae  too 
kot  fire  of  his  colleague.  Cannot  our  navy  stand  fire? 
Now  tha  Secretary  (Bmnch)  was  the  author  of  the  reso- 
hitioos  brought  up  in  judgment  against  the  cabinet — the 
appropriation  of  the  other  three  Secretaries  i>  inferred 
from  their  vote  against  the  motion  to  lay  them  en  the  taUe 
>— an  inference,  every  Senator knowaianotalwayaeonect 
Tet  the  author  is  to  be  excused,  the  inferred  approvers  con- 
demned. It  cannot  be  sunpmed  that  the  Secretaty  of 
the  Navy  was  ignorant  of  this  secret  negotiation  with  Tur^ 
key.  By  the  fapts  commuiueated  to  the  Senate,  he  is  the 
only  f»ie,  besides  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  certunly 
was  infiinued  of  it.  The  expenses  of  the  agency  were 
adnneed  by  the  Navy  Department,  and  repaid  out  of  the 
contingent  fiind  <tf  fbreiirn  intercourse. 

The  commander  of  the  Mediterranean  squadron  was 
OIK  of  the  commissioners,  and  had  instructions  from  the 
Navy  Department,  about  the  funds  to  be  used  in  the  ne- 
gotiation and  the  movements  of  bis  ^ips,  to  facilitate  its 
success.  Yet,  although  he  did  know,  ami  it  is  uncertain 
whether  two  other  members  of  the  cabinet  did  or  did  not 
know  any  things  about  it,  he  h  not  oidy  carefully  moved 
out  of  the  way  of  reproach,  but  is  tn»i&  the  suhjeet  a 
special  eulogium.  He  from  North  Carolina  is  the  true 
republican  of  the  old  democratic  principles.  He  is  a  star 
who  never  suffered  dim  eclipse,  art  ^ed  disastraus  twi- 
ligiit  over  half  the  nations)  nor,  Hr.  F.  would  add,  with 
far  of  chan^t  perplexed  monarch* — mxl  Mr.  F.  would 
■ay  further*  if  disposed  to  indulge  in  a  prophetic  spirit, 
nat  the  bonmble  Secretary  never  would.  No  disparage- 
ment to  the  worthy  gentlemen  was  intended;  the  poetry 
and  the  prophecy  might  be  apptied  to  all,  and  to  any  of 
hb  associates.  Those  who  were  disposed  to  speculate 
curiously  into  the  circumstances  of  the  hour,  might  inves- 
tigate the  causes  of  these  strange  discriminations.  You 
■odT,  Hr.  President,  said  Hr.  P.,  adopting  the  habit  of 
our  New  Kngland  brethren,  mtg^t  make  shrewd  guesses 
tt  the  trae  causesi  but  whether  our  guesses  would  fly  at 
rudom,  or  directly  to  the  mark,  is  not  at  present  of  much 
importance — now,  it  is  necessary  only  to  mark  the  tuA  that 
the  discrimination  is  made.  i«aviiw  the  fitvored  pur  to 
Kjoice,  the  one  M  his  perfect,  and  we  other  at  his  partial 
immunity,  and  the  unfortunate  triumvirate  to  repme  at 
tiieir&te,.and  bear,  with  all  the  grace  in  their  power,  the 
pBmg  fire, of  Vir^ida't  wrath,  Mr.  P.  wotdd proceed 
to  consider  the  attack  as  if  made  upon  the  only  responsi- 
ble officer,  the  Prewdent  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
diaiged  with  lawless  acts,  with  the  first  violation  of  an 
m^xatantprovisionof  the  constitution  ofthe  United  States, 
with  a  usurpation,  into  his  own  hands,  of  a  power  confid- 
ed to  him  conjointly  with  the  Senate. 

The  Senator  from  Vii^nia  who  first  spoke  on  the  sub- 
j«t,_(Mr.  T*a«waLt,]  denied  the  correctness  of  thedis- 
tanetion  between  agenU  and  officers  of  the  Government 
The  distinction  might  not  be  sound;  butonething  was  cer- 
tuo,  that  it  had  always  been  made,  and  always  had  been 
»nd  Was  now  acted  upon.  Every  head  of  a  department 
occasionally  emplon  and  pw?s  agents  in  the  execution  of 
Uie  duties  of  his  office,  on  the  strength  of  the  contingent 
nind  aubmitted  to  his  disbursement.  We  have  consuls 
appointed  under  the  oenstitation,  hy  and  wiUi  the  advice 
>nd  consent  of  the  Senate:  commercial  agents  seteetedby 
the  President  wilb  consular  powers,  about  whose  appmnt- 
ment  the  advice  and  conaent  cf^e  Senate  is  never  asked. 
We  have  agents  or  commin^oners  to  make  contracts^  trea- 
tica  they  are  called,  wWi  IrtAan  tribet.   These  appmnt- 


menta  were  in  the  first  days  of  the  Government  submKted 
to  the  Senate,  but  were  soon  made  at  the  discretion  <rf'  the 
President  or  his  Secretary  of  War,  without  oven  the  cere- 
mony of  stating  to  the  Senate  that  they  had  been  made 
We  have  foreign  mimstert  and  charges  d'affidres  ap- 
pointed, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Bemtei 
and  agencies  committed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  tomake 
treaties  while  tiie  Senate  is  Mtting,  and  secret  a^nts  to 
make  treaties  abroad)  and  in  neither  case  is  the  Senate  in- 
formed of  the  power  given  until  it  is  executed,  the  treaty 
being  signed  by  the  empowered  ^fents. 

If  thMe  acts  are  lawless — if  these  are  violations  of  the 
constitution,  encroachments  on  the  powers  of  the  Senate, 
the  remedy  should  couhb  from  Tir^ia,  for  Virginia  was 
the  author  of  the  evil.  If  the  constitution  ftes  suffering 
under  festering  wounds,  the  blows  were  stnvsk  by  her 
steel,  and  it  u  her  du^  to  apply  the  sovereign  balm — the 
rust  of  tlie  weapon  heals  tiie  wounds  it  has  made.  The 
first  stab  was  given  by  the  parental  hand  of  Wariiington. 
Jefiierson,  and  Ma^aon,  and  Monroe,  have  each,  in  turn, 
struck  deep  into  the  vitala  of  the  victim.  Ay,  «r,  if  her 
Senators  are  righi  in  principle,  they  can  pomt  to  as  many 
gashes  in  the  constitution,  as  Antonr  bared  to  the  view 
of  the  Roman  people  on  the  mangled  body  of  their  dead 
Cicsar. 

Hr.  p.  would  not&tigue  the  Senate  by  bringing  again 
into  view  all  the  examples  of  appointments  like  those  of 
the  commisnoners  to  Turkey.  He  would  touch  only  two 
or  three  of  the  most  striking!  tfo^  of  the  imiminent  dr- 
cumstances  of  which  had  escaped  the  attention  of  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Hr.  LiviirssToir.] 

On  the  30th  of  March,  1795,  David  Humphreys,  minis* 
ter  of  the  United  States  to  Portugal,  was  apptunted  by 
General  Washington,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  a 
commissioner  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  ami^  and  commerce 
with  Algiers.  He  negotiated  a  treaty,  by  bis  depu^,  J. 
Donaldson,  jun.,  in  September,  1795,  but  signed  it  lum- 
■elf  at  lisbon.  on  the  38th  of  November,  1795.  This 
treaty  was  negotiated  under  a  full  power,  bearing  the  ngn 
manual  of  the  President,  and  tiie  broad  wal  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  submitted  to  the  Senate  in  February,  1796, 
and  ratified  on  the  2d  of-Harch,  1796,  bya  vote  of  twenty- 
three  to  two.  No  nomination  of  Mr.  Humphreys  was  made 
to  the  Senate.  The  tenth  session  of  the  Senate,  an  extra 
session  calledby  President  Washington,  began  on  the  Stb, 
and  closed  on  the  26th  of  June,  1795.  ■  Here  there  was  a 
confidential  commissioner  appcnnted  under  a  full  power, 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  not  nonunated  to  the  Se- 
nate at  its  succeeding  session,  and  about  whose  move- 
ments nothing  was  known  until  late  in  the  second  session 
after  his  appointment; '  when  this  power  havii^  been  suc- 
cessfiUly  executed  by  the  formation  of  a  treaty,  that  treaty 
was  submitted  for  approval,  and  ratified  atinost  unani- 
mously, without  a  whtqwrt^  disapprobation  on  tbe  course 
pursued  by  General  Washington,  or  a  doubt,  as  to  his 
right  to  the  exclusive  power  exercised  by  him. 

A  like  commisnon  was  given  to  Mr.  Humphreys  at  the 
same  time,  SOth'March,  1795,  to  make  a  treaty  of  amity 
and  c6mmerce  with  Tripoli.  Joel  Barlow  was  substituted 
tbe  10th  of  February,  1796;  a  treaty  was  negotiated  on 
the  lith  of  Januaiy,  1797,  and  laid  before  the  Senate  on 
the  S6th  of  liUy,  1797.  Two  sessions  of  Congress  inter' 
vened,  and  three  sesmons  of  the  Senate,  between  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  commisnoner  and  the  submission  of  the 
treaty  to  the  Senate,  during  all  of  which  General  Washing- 
ton was  Preudent.  Mr.  Adams  submitted  the  treaty  for 
ratification  during  the  third  session  of  Congress  succeeding 
the  appointment  of  the  cotmnisNoner.  No  nomintioa 
was  ever  made,  and  the  eonduct  <^  the  Executive'  in  both 
cases  was  approved.  Mr.  P.  would  not  sa^  that  what  had 
been  done  m  those  days  was  rij^t,  because  it  was  done  by 
the  great  model  for  statesmen  and  citizenst  but  be  would 
say  that  ^  Presideiit  ooald  not  be  justly  charged  widi 
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now,  for  the  first  time,  TioUting  the  consUhition,  when  he 
lud  taken  such  ezamplet  tor  his  guide,  and  squared  his 
conduct  by  Ute  rule  of  Washington.  Bb*.  F.  would  not 
press  the  subseauent  appt^ntments  made  by  the  succeed* 
ing-  Presidents  from  Virginia,  as  all  bad  been  alluded  to, 
except  the  remarlEable  one  made  by  Hr.  Madison  in  1816. 
William  Stialer  and  laaac  Chauncey  were  appointed  on  the 
34th  of  August  of  that  year,  commissioners  to  alter  the 
treaty  then  recently  made  vnth  Algiers  by  Sbaler  and 
Deoatur,  under  a  comimsMon  to  them  and  Captain  Bain- 
bridge.  This  alteration  was  made  by  treaty  on  the  23d  of 
December,  1816,  and  ratified  during  Mr.  Honroe*»ad- 
nunistration,  Ist  of  February,  1832 :  yeas,  ^—nays,  none. 
Mr.  F.  had  both  commissions  in  his  bandsf  they  were  full 
powers  under  themgn  manual  of  the  Preudent  and  broad 
seal  of  the  United  EjtateSj  in  all  respecta  like  the  powers 
(rrantcd  to  Biddle,  Offley,  and  Rhind.  In  these  instances 
abo.  the  Viiipnift  Preddent  ^  not  ask  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  and  escaped,  like  his  rreat  predecessor, 
all  cennire  and  remark.  The  honOTaUe  Senators,  how- 
ever, admit  that  all  these  things  have  been  done,  and,  as 
they  say,  riglitfuUy  donej  uid  their  opinions  agunst  this 
Turkish  negotiation  reat  upon  the  correctness  of  certun 
distinctions  they  have  presented  to  the  Senate.  They  ad- 
mit that  the  former  Presidents,  beginning  with  General 
Washington,  bare,  during  the  recen  of  the  Senate,  ri(^t- 
fully  ippmntal  commissioners  to  treat  of  peace  and  com- 
merce with  the  Barbaiy  Powers,  whose  names  were  not 
sent  to  the  Senate  at  subsequent  sesuons.  They  admit  that 
Messrs.  Gallatin,  Bayard,  and  Adams  were  rightfully  ap- 
pointed duringtlie  recess  of  the  Senate  to  treat  with  Great 
Britain  under  the  Russian  mediation.  Tliey  admit  that  the 
President  has  rightfully  negotiated  treaties  in  Waahington 
during  the  recess  of  tiie  Senate,  and  during  the  seasions  of 
this  body,  without  askii^ita  adnce  and  consent,  by  the  in- 
strumentality of  the  State;  and,  admitting  all  this,  they 
accuse  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  disregarding 
the  constitution,  for  having  negotiated,  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  secret  agmts,  a  commercial  treaQr  with 
Turk^. 

The  honorable  Senators  urate  in  Testing  this  apparent 
inconsiitency  of  opini<m  on  these  groundsi 

first.  On  the  ground  that  all  the  previous  appointments 
of  this  kind  were  made  during  war.  A  state  of  war,  in 
their  judgment,  justifies  during  the  recess  the  appcuntment 
of  commissioners  to  make  peaces  but  does  It  justify,  also, 
the  failure  to  ask  a  confirmation  of  the  appointment  of 
these  commisuoners  at  the  succeeding  session'of  tlie  Senate  ? 
It  was  not  BO  contended  when  Hr.  Gore's  resolutions  were 
Ascussed.  This  resort  to  the  war  power  is,  however, 
certainly  convenient,  as  carried  to  its  le^timate  extent)  it 
renders  any  participation  of  the  Senate  m  the  bn^ness  of 
re-est^lialtiiig  the  regulations  of  peace  altogether  super- 
fluous. It  proves  too  much  for  the  gentleman's  purpose. 
It  involves  besides  the  truth  of  one  (»  these  propouttons, 
to  both  of  which  Mr,  F.  expressly  dissented.  Either 
that  the  sole  power  of  the  Frondent  over  the  fbr«gn  re- 
blions  of  the  United  States  was  enlai^^  or  the  con- 
trolling power  of  the  Senate  over  those  relations  dimin- 
ished, by  the  state  of  war — ^propositions  far  more  dan- 
gerous In  their  consequences  than  any  that  could  arise  from 
tbe  practice  of  appointing  secret  confidential  agents  in  ne- 
gotiating treaties  of  commerce.  Mr.  F.  did  not  believe  that 
any  gentleman  would  risk  his  reputation  as  a  statesman, 
(if  be  might  use  the  term  without  offence  to  the  Senator 
beliind  him,  [Mr.  Ttlsb,]  who  had  honored  it  with  a  pe- 
culiar sneer,  j  seriously  contending  that  either  was  true] 
yet,  he  submitted  with  confidence  to  tbe  judgment  of  the 
Senators,  if  one  of  them  was  not  tiie  inevitable  result  (rf* 
the  (Ustinction  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Vii^nia. 

The  &cts  in  the  cases  referred  to  did  not  bear  the  gen- 
tlemen out,  even  if  their  distinction  was  just;  all  the  ap- 
pwntmenla  made,  we(e  not  made  ihirii^  a  state  of  war. 


Here,  however,  a  relianoe  is  placed  upon  anotiier  ground, 
covering  all  tbe  appiMntments  nude  to  treat  with  the 
Powers  on  the  Bftrbary  coast  It  was  said  tbey  vere  Bar- 
barian Powers,  and  not  to  be  treated  as  civilized  nations. 
Indeedl  Barbarian  Powei-s!  Foreign  Barbarian  Powers, 
certainly  not  dependents  on  the  United  States.  Tbe 
treaties  formed  by  the  commissioners  mentioned  made  tbe 
United  States,  for  a  time,  their  tributaries.  As  thia  was  a 
grave  conMtUitional  question,  to  be  tried  by  the  language 
of  the  instrument  itself  Mr.  F.  would  ask,  mdi  due  re- 
spect, why  the  gentleman  travelled  out  of  the  instrument 
to  look'into  the  character  of  the  foreign  Power  with  whom 
negotiation  was  directed  by  .the  President,  and  what  de- 
gree of  civilization  in  a  foreign  nation  was  neceasaiy  to 
bring  tbe  agents  sent  to  them  within  the  controlling 
power  of  the  Senate,,  The  bonor^le  Senators  did  not  as 
yet  affirm  that  the  treaties  made  with  them  were  not  be- 
yond or  below  the  Senator's  orbit.  But  Mr.  F.  did  not 
discover  any  reason  for  the  participation  of  the  Senate  in 
tbe  ratification  of  the  treaty,  wliidi  was  not  applicable  to 
tlie  appointment  of  the  negotiatora,  if  theyevere,  as  con- 
tended for  by  the  gentlemen,  ofBeers  in  the  technical 
language  of  tiie  constitution,  bi  their  zeal  to  find  them, 
they  have  struck  upon  ^stinctions  much  too  broad  for 
their  purpose.  Supposing  tbe  distinctiim  sound,  tbe  dia- 
tinction  covers  the  Turkish  negotiation,  and  upon  their 
own  doctrines  the  administration  stands  justified.  Take 
th&l Algerines,  for  nample's  sake :  how  do  they  differ  from 
the  Turks^  The  European  would  callthe  Algerines  bar' 
barians— so  he  does  the  Turks:  the  Algerines  are  not 
christians,  nor  are  the  Turkst  the  Algerines  are  Mahome- 
tans, so  are  the  Turks.  In  the  event  of  a  rupture,  the 
Algerines  imprison  the  consuls  of  the  Power  with  whom 
they  are  at  war,  reduce  its  subjects  or  dtizens  to  slavery, 
and  confiscate  all  the  property  belonging  to  tbe  enemy** 
nation  within  their  power — so  do  the 'Turks:  on  the  prm- 
«ple  of  the  tex  'taonit,  the  Algerines  are  not  entitled  to 
the  benefits  of  the  rules  of  honorable  wal^— nor  are  the 
Turks.  The  genUeman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  TAztwau] 
aays  the  Turks  have  been  a  formidable  power  before  the 
American  Government  had  existence— «o  have  tbe  Alge- 
rines, altlwugh  Uieir  Dey  is  now  kicked  about  with  a* 
little  ceremony  as  a  Cherokee  chief.  How  long  it  it  since 
Algiers  hat  made  tbe  moat  formidable  nations  of  Europe 
tremble.'  If  antiquity  of  strength  is  of  any  importance  in 
this  discusHon,  the  barbarians  on  tlie  coast  of  Africa,  ao 
called  while  tiiey  were  teaching  Europe  civiUzation,  have 
been  terrible  for  centuries.  Tbey  foiled,  in  all  tiie  pride 
of  his  strenRth,  the  grandson  of  that  monarch  under  whose 
patronage  this  continent  was  discovered.  He  who  hum- 
bled F^mnce,  was  almost  master  of  Europe,  h  as  himself 
reduced  to  extremity  by  these  now  despised  Barbarians. 
Mr.  F.  was  unable  to  discover  any  tangible  distinction  be- 
tween the  Mahometan  Powers  of  Africa,  and  the  Mahome- 
tan Powers  of  Europe  and  Asia.  Turkey  was  disting^uished 
from  tbe  others  in  tlw  ^'es  of  Europe,  out  that  ditfunctioa 
was  founded  solely  upon  thegcographicdpontion  of  a 
part  of  the  Sultan's  dominiau— a  position  that  could  not 
be  important  in  the  question  before  the  8«wte.  Occupy- 
ing an  interesting  and  impouog  p08;tion  in  Europe,  tbe 
European  Governments  condescended  to  consider  the 
Turkish  Government  as  part  of  the  European  system.  It 
was  one  of  tiie  make-weigbts  in  tbe  balance  of  power — 
that  chimera  to  which  nuUions  of  lives  had  been  sacrificed 
— which  bad  enabled  tbe  wily  diplomacy  of  artful  despo* 
tism  to  stay  for  centuriea  the  onward  march  of  reason  and 
liberty.  In  no  other  respect  is  there  a  distkictioB  made 
between  the  Turks  and  other  Mahometan  Powers.  War 
and  peace,  and  treaties.of  commerce,  are  made  with  all, 
and  with  all  tbe  nations  of  the  world  regulate  their  inter- 
course as  if  tbey  were  christian  Powers.  Until  the  geik- 
tleman  can  find  a  stronger  distinction  than  this^  it  must  be 
ivdimtted  that  tbe  practice  <tf  fonner  adminatrationa  in  thoir 
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idtercoune  vHh  the  Barbarivi  Powers,  covers  the  cue  of 
this  secret  negotution  with  the  ButwriM  Turk. 

The  ^ntlemeo  had  not  been  more  fortunate  in  nuJn- 
luiunif  the  other  ground  chosen  by  them.  Pressed  by 
tiie  force  of  the  precedents  urged  of  treaties  made  without 
the  Senate's  knowledge,  by  the  instrumentality  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  during  the  recess,  and  during  sesnons  of 
tfiis  bodyt  treaties  of  commerce,  of  indemnity,  of  dajma 
due  to  and  by  the  United  Statcn;  for  the  settlement  of  dift« 
puted  boundaries,  and  Tor  ceanona  of  extensiTc  territory, 
the  Senaton  unee  that  the  negotiators  acted  in  these  cases 
■a  the  agents  ofthe  President,  by  virtue  of  Aeir  commis- 
Ronsas  Secretaries  of  State.  WhatwasUiere  fti  the  com- 
mission of  the  Seeretaiy  of  State  tiiat  made  him,  ex  offieio, 
a  negotiate?  What  was  there  in  the  law  creating  this 
office  that  warranted  this  distinction  ?  There  was  certainly 
notiiing,  either  in  the  eommisnon  or  act  of  Congress. 
Thcre^  was  a  mistake  made  by  the  gentlemen  destructive 
of  their  conclusion;  Hhey  assumed  as  a  fact  what  did  not 
eiisL  nteSecrctariesof  State,  actiagaathe<|fents  of  the 
President,  did  not  negotiate  by  virtue  of  their  commianons 
as  Secretaries  of  SUte— they  were  appointed  by  the  Pre- 
ndents.  ttnder  their  sign  manual  and  the  broad  seal  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  special  purpose  of  making  the  trea- 
ties formed  by  them  severany;  they  had  full  powers,  such 
as  were  granted  to  Biddle,  Offley,  and  Bhind.  There 
was  no  difference  but  this:  the  Secretaries  in  Washington, 
in  the  fitce  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  .nation,  negjotiated) 
die  Turkic  commissioners  transacted  their  business  in 
secret  at  Constantinople.  What  constitutional  principle 
joshes  the  appinntment  of  an  agent  here,  the  Senate  sit- 
ting, publicly  or  privately,  to  form  a  treaty  with  a  foreign 
Power,  that  will  not  justify  the  appointment  of  a  secret 
agent  to  form  a  treaty,  if  practicable,  in  London  or  Con- 
stantinople? The  place  where  the  power  granted  is  to  be 
carried,  cannot  affect  the  right  of  the  President  to  grant 
tiiat  power.  Suppose  the  Turidth  Government  had  sent 
a  secretand  confidential  went  to  Washington,  anda  treaty 
bad  been  concluded  with  liim  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
as  the  agent  of  the  Prewdent,  can  it  be  reasonably  pre- 
tended that  the  appointment  of  the  Secretary  as  agent 
wmid  not  have  been  a  constitutional  exercise  of  power 
by  tlie  President,  according  to  all  part  usage?  If  it  would 
ure  been,  casnistty  itself  could  not  condemn  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Secret  agents  who  bad  been  sent  to  Constan- 
tinople. 

Hr.  P.  believed  the  conduct  of  the  President  strictly 
correct,  if  it  coiild  be  shovn  that  the  negotiation  with 
Turkey  ought  to  have  been  kept  secret.  The  motives  for 
a  secret  negotiation  w^re  to  him  obvious  and  satisfactory. 
The  United  States  could  have  no  draire  fur  any  political 
connexion  with  Turkey;  a  commercial  treaty  had  long 
been  considered  important,  and  it  had  always  been  deem- 
ed pniflent  to  seek  to  establish  commercial  rektions  with 
that  Gavemment  by  informal  secret  agents.  It  has  been 
ttkoagtit  that  an  informal  agency  woultl  be  more  likely  to 
weceed  than  a  public  minister;  the  mission  of  a  confiden- 
tial infi»7nal  agent  would  not  ereate  a  belief  that  we  were 
too  anxiniis  to  succeed,  while  his  secret  negotiation  would 
not  be  liable  to  be  defeated  by  the  Infiuence  of  the  great 
Powers  who  were  represented  at  Constantinople.  It  was 
apprehended  that  some  of  the  European  Governments, 
none  of  whom  dislike  to  moriopotize  power  and  commerce, 
might  not  be  pleased  to  see  Jonathan's  Itmg  sickle  thrust 
into  die  golden  harvests  that  grow  on  the  borders  of  the 
Buidne,  and  might  possibly  use  some  little  artifices  to  pre- 
vent it.  There  was  some  pride,  too,  in  refraining  from 
a  public  effort  to  make  a  trea^  when  success  was  so  pro- 
blematic*), and  with  this  pride  was  mingled  no  small 
portion  of  Yankee  economy.  A  public  mission  to  the 
Ttirkish  Government,  succeasful-or  unfortunate,  was  al- 
ways expenstve,  and  there  was  a  wise  determination  not  to 
expend  the  publio  money,  if  the  object  in  view  eoidd  not 


be  accomplished.  One  of  the  Senators  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Ttlsb]  had  dwelt  with  strong  emphams  upon  the 
character  Mr.  lOiind  gave  himself  in  a  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  Suppose  that  the  respectable  and  worthy 
man  had,  in  the  vanity  of  recent,  and,  as  he  honestly  be- 
lieved, important  success  considered  himself  as  a  high 
diplomatic  character,  his  view  of  it  did  not  detennine  bis 
character;  and  that  could  not,  frmn  the  paper*  befbre  die 
Senate,  be  mistaken.  To  the  often  repeated  question,  of 
how  did  these  i^nts  differ  from  public  ministers,  Mr.  P. 
saw  but  one  answer — ^they  were  not  accredited  by  the 
heads  of  the  foreign  Oovemraent  with  whom  they  trans- 
acted business  they  carried  no  lettets  «redentip\  and 
were  entitled  to  no  prirUegea.  It  was  not  Mr.  T  .'k  ^or- 
pose,  nor  was  it  neeenanr  for  the  vindication  of  thie  ad- 
iranistration,  to  sustain  tne  propriety  of  thb  distinction 
between  agents  and  ministers;  he  had  accomplished  htl 
object  by  proving  that  it  had  been  early  and  coostantfy 
made,  and  by  no  Presidents  more  freqmntly  than  those 
who  were  given  to  us  by  Virginia. 

The  hononble  SenatDr  who  led  the  way  in  this  discus- 
sion, [Mr.  Takiwiu,]  not  satisfied  irith  having  diarged 
the  cabinet  with  a  palpable  violation  of  the  constitution, 
seemed  determined  to  make  the  impresuon  that  there  had 
been  an  inndieua  design  in  the  manner  of  asking  for  the  ap> 
propriationtopiHrtheTurkishcommisBioocrs.  Heima^ned 
the  Secretarv  oi  State  wished  to  entrap  the  Senate  mto  a 
sanction  of  the  original  appointment  of  these  confidential 
agents.  **  The  Secretary  knew,"  the  gentleman  said, 
** at  the  b^nninr  ofthe  seanon  of  Congnaat  that  dita  ap- 
propriation would  be  WMOeal.  The  Secretary  asked  it 
not  of  the  House  of  Rcpraentatives,  where  appropriatioaa 
ought  properly  to  originate;  but,  at  this  late  day  of  the 
Senate,  through  their  Committee  of  Finance."  No  dewre 
to  receive  a  aanction  of  the-appwntment  of  these  commis- 
uoners  could  exia^  afVer  the  treaty  formed  by  them  b»df 
been  ratiiBed,  without  the  stightest  intimation  (ttm  the 
Senate  that  4i«re  had  been  any  irregularity  in  tbe  man- 
ner of  appointii^  them.  The  history  of  the  transaction 
is  an  ample  refiitation  of  this  ungenerous  charge.  The 
Turkic  treaty  was  not  disposed  of  until  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill  had  passed  the  House  uf  Representativesf 
the  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  service  render- 
ed could  not  be  asked  for  until  the  question  on  that  treaty 
was  decided,  beret  and  when  it  was  deoded,  the  appro* 
priation  waa  requested  where  only  it  could  pn^ierly  bo 
made.  The  assertion  of  the  gentleman,  that  appropriation 
bills  ought  properly  to  originate  in  the  Houae  of  Repre- 
sentatives, was  not  American  in  its  charactcr{  it  was  bo^- 
rowed  from  Enj^nd.  The  House  of  Commons  of  the 
English  Parliamentasserts  its  right  to  originate  all  money 
billsi  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Cofigreaa  of  the 
United  States  had  no  exdunTe  right  to  niginate  any  billa 
but  those  fm-  rainng  revenue;  and  recent  drciunstances 
were  well  calculated  to  raise  a  doubt  of  the  propriety  of 
that  restriction  upon  the  power  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  States.  Even'revenue  bills  could  be  amended  iii  the 
Senate,  and  the  appropriation  under  diacussion  coirid  be 
properiy  made  if  tlie  Engliidi  rule  was  to  govern  our  prac- 
tice. There  was  in  this  case  a  pecuUar  propriety  in  asking 
the  apprt4>riation  of  the  Senate.  When  these  commis> 
Konets  were  appointed  bpF  tlie  Prerident,  he  n^^t  have 
paid  their  services  out  of^  his  contingent  fund;  hut  scru- 
pulously dcnrous  not  to  use  the  disowtion  over  it  vested 
in  him,  when  H  was  not  absolutely  necessary,  he  direeted 
thecommisnonerstobe  told,  <*  your  expenses  shall  be  paid 
out  of  the  contingent  fund,  and  such  compensation  for 
your  services  as  Conj^ress  may  allow."  Now,  sir,  to  have 
asked  this  appropriatiwi  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  the  first  instance,  would  have  been  to  apply  to  persons 
who  had  not,  and  cannot  have,  untiithe  ratifications  of  the 
Turkish  treaty  are  exchanged,  the  means  of  judging 
what  lam  Ought  to  be  paid  Sot  Uie  service  rendered.  Tha 
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Senate  does  know,  and .  no  doubt  the  Houie  wiU  so  far 
rely  upon  our  knowleds:e  and  discretion  as  to  approve  the 
sum  that  may  be  fixed  upon  here.  The  Executive  is  un- 
fortunate, when  hii  scrupulous  anxiety  to  consult  the 
representatires  of  the  people,  and  of  the  States,  in  the 
expenditure  of  public  money,  pres  birth  to  a  charge  of 
uiMdUously  attempting  to  nudce  the  Senate  connive  at  a 
violation  of  the  eonsotation,  and  approve  of  bis  usurpation 
of  their  rightful  power. 

The  services  rendered  by  the  conunisnonera  had  been 
sKghUy  qioken  of.  Some  supposed  that  a  treaty  with 
Turkey  was  of  no  consequence,  dnce  the  treaty  of  Adri- 
anitplc  between  Russia  and  Turkey  had  opened  the  chan- 
nelintb  Che  Black  Sea  to  all  nations.  It  vas  true,  that,  by 
Ae  stipulations  of  that  treaty,  the  Turks  bound  tnemselves 
to  Russia  to  admit  all  Powers  at  peace  with  the  Ottoman 
Porte  into  the  Black  Hca;  and  Russia  waa  expressly  autho- 
rized to  consider  a  disregard  of  that  stipulation  as  just 
cause  of  war.  Still  the  treaty  of  Adrianopte,  dependent, 
as  it  is,  upon  the  continuance  of  peace  between  Rusna 
and  Turkey,  gave  the  United  States  no  ciMm  upon  Tur- 
key to  a  free  passage  through  the  canal  of  Constantinople : 
in  fact,  Americans  who  ventured  into  the  golden  horn 
were  not  permitted  to  pass  througli  the  Black  Sea.  No 
doubt  tiie  Government  might  have  solicited  from  the  Em- 
perw  of  Russia  his  interference  to  secure  the  observance 
of  the  treaty  made  with  him.  His  answer  would  certainlv 
have- been,  I  wish  you  to  h»w  a  commerce  with  all  my 
dominions;  but.  at  present  I  cannot  prudently  go  to  war 
to  compel  the  Turu  to  fulfil  this  engagement.  When- 
ever circumstances  permit,  I  shall  recollect  and  punidt 
this  dtsregRrd  of  the  promises  made  to  me.  Was  it  not 
better  to  procure  from  the  Ottoman  Porte  itself  the  right 
to  a  participation  of  the  commerce  of  the  Black  Sea — a 
rigbt  which  would  be  independent  of  the  statu  of  war  or 
peace  with  Russia,  than  thusto  liave  soUdted  the  exertion 
of  Russian  power  for  our  benefit?  The  treaty  of  Adriano- 
pte, without  doubt,  {acilitsted  our  success.  That  our 
object  could  not  hAve  been  reached  without  a  treaty,  is 
certain.  We  know  that,  under  the  Turkish  construction 
of  the  treaty  of  Adrianopte,  nations  not  having  treaties 
with  Turkey  arc  not  admitted  into  the  Black  Sea — titat 
nations  having  commercial  treaties,  since  the  treaty  of 
Adrianople,  havft  sou^t  admission  under  the  protection 
of  the  promise  to  Ibtssia,  and  tliat  it  has  been  refused)  the 
answer  nude  to  both  was,  the  engagement  made  with 
Russia  docs  not  alter  our  treaties  witii  other  Powers.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  on  his  rig^it  [Mr.  Tasx- 
wsL^]  huil  spoken  of  the  inconsiderable  lienehis  likely  to 
arise  out  of  the  commerce  to  the  Turkic  and  Russian 
settlements  on  the  Black  Sea.  I'here  was  no  recent  infor- 
mation on  which  a  certun  calculation  could  be  made  of 
the  benefits  that  would  protiably  result  to  the  countn- 
fhmi  this  negotiation.  The  commerdal  community  wouM, 
as  the  most  intelligent  mercliants  believed,  profit  by  it. 
The  naviguting  interests  certainly  would,  unlessthe  owners 
of  ships  had  lost  tlicir  ancient  skill  and  enterprise.  In  the 
present  depressed  condition  of  the  navigating  interest, 
perishing  under  the  paralyzing  influence  of  our  internal 
policy,  tlie  administration  liad  done  its  duty  in  looking  to 
otir  external  policy  for  its  relief.  Mr.  F.  )ud,  with  some 
diligence,  sought  lor  aceiffate  information.  Although  his 
labor  had  not  been  as  well  rewarded  as  be  could  have 
wished,  he  had  yet  collected  some  facts,  gleaned  from  the 
liifttory  of  pust  years,  which  would  allbnl  gentlemen  the 
means  of  approaching  the  truDi  in  making  an  estimate  of 
the  probable  bencfiu  of  a  fieee  commerce  into  the  Black 
Sea. 

After  being  closed  by  the  Turks  upon  all  the  world  for 
near  three  luindred  years,  from  1476  to  1774,  tiie  passage 
of  the  Black  Sen  was  opened  to  Russian  vessels  by  treaty  m 
1774.  On  the  25th  of  June,  1802,  by  a  treaty  formed  at 
Paris,  the  French  flag  was  admitted  into  the  Black  Seai 


and,  Portly  after,  the  liber^  of  nav^ting  Kwaa  succes*' 
fully  demanded  by,  and  yielded  to,  the  otuer  CMinuerdal 
European  Powers. 

In  1803,  815  vessels  took  in  cargoes  in  the  Russian 
ports  of  the  Black  Sea:  552  at  Odessa,  210  at  Taganrog, 
23  kt  Cafia,  19  at  Koaloo,  T  at  Sevastop^,  and  4  at  Cher- 
aon.  Of  these,  421  wera  Austrian,  SS9  RusHan,  IS  Ra- 
goaan,  16  Ionian,  15  French,  7  En^isfa,  6  Idriots,  and  3 
Spanish. 

In  1817,  1925  vessels  entered  the  port  of  Odessa  alone; 
480  Russian.  188  Austrian,  154  English,  43  French,  18 
Spanish,  49  Swe^sh,  31  Sardinian,  65  Turkic.  7  Daiush, 
7  Neapolitan,  2  SiciUan,  and  881  Kusnan,  engi«ed  in  the 
coasting  trade.  In  the  same  yev,  400  entered  the  port 
of  Ti^nrog.  In  1808,  there  was  an  intportation  at  Ooessft 
of  33,131  bales  of  cotton.  In  1817,  the  freight  ofa  sin^ 
article  of  commerce,  wheat,  shipped  to  Leghorn  from  the 
Black  Sea,  amounted  to  $1,350,000.  All  these  facts  re- 
lated to  the  Russian  dominions:  when  it  was  taken  into 
view  that  the  Turkish  dominions  on  the  borders  of  the 
Euxine  included  large  cities^  witba  populatioA  exMCcUng 
260,000  soul^  standing  on  the  bordera  of  rich  settiement^ 
one  of  them,  Trebisond,  in  the  direct  line  of  intercourao 
with, the  Pvsian  Gulf,  it  might  be  fiurly  concluded  that 
the  owners  of  oiM-  ships  would  find,  if  true  to  themselves, 
profitable  employment  for  their  now  almost  useless  pro- 
perty. The  prospect  of  present  advantage  was  nothing 
when  compared  to  that  which  miglu  be  anticipated  here- 
after.  The  Black  Sea  had  been,  at  more  than  one  era, 
the  heut  of  ui  active  and  lucrative  indusliy.  Prior  to  the 
establiabraent  of.  the  Ottoman  empire,  its  waves  had  been 
plouf^ed  by  the  keels  of  all  commercial  nations.  Its 
shores  had  been  studded  with  populous  and  prosperous 
cities,  and  with  productive  settlements.  Under  the  power 
of  Russian  despotism,  which  is  operating  as  the  genius  of 
civilization  in  that  portion  of  the  globe,  it  is  again  becom- 
ing the  centre  of  attraction  to  commercial  enterpriae. 
The  Russian  dominions,  from  the  mouths  of  the  Danube 
to  the  ports  of  St.  Nicholas,  south  of  the  Phaais  or  Rione, 
are  advancing  in  population  and  wealth  with  a  rapidity 
unexampled  in  the  liiston'  of  tlie  old  world,  and  rivalled 
only  b^  the  almost  incredible  progress  of  our  own  country'. 
Sanguine  tempers  might  be  deceived  in  their  estimate  of 
the  benefits  to  the  country  to  be  derived  now  or  hereafter 
from  this  successful  efibrtat  negotiation.  Mr.  F-  believed 
the  country  would  applaud  those  who  had  made  it, 
should  the  hopes  of  profit  be  disappointed,  realised,  or 
exceeded. 

Mr.  V.  could  not  ^smiat  the  subject  of  thia  appropria- 
tion, without  again  remonstrating  on  Ute  course  of^  the 
Senators  from  VirfpniA;  against  the  unusual — Uie  anti- 
American  substitution  of  the  irresponnble  for  the  respon- 
sible. There  was  no  head  too  hipi,  nu  bosom  too  aaa«d, 
to  be  reached  by  the  stroke  of  patriotism,  if  justice  de- 
manded  the  blow.  Mr.  F.  spoke  not  to  sliiekl  individuals* 
he  remonstrated  against  the  erroneous  and  dangerous 
principle  acted  upon,  from  public  considerations.  It  was 
not  Vit^iiUt.  He  deprecated  it  for  the  honor  of  the  An- 
cient Dominion,  from'wiiose  soil  he  sprung)  for  lie,  too, 
was  a  Virginian.  Virginia  liad  heretofore  struck  at  the 
loftiestobjectsi  the  lightning  of  her  indignation  had  idiiver- 
ed  the  gnarled  oak — had  not  {^idedtbniugh  its  brmnchet 
to  blast  the  saplings  that  grew  around  its  noble  trunk, 
l^e  Chief  Ma^strate  and  his  Secretaries  stand  upon  their 
respective  responsibilitiest  let  Uiem  be  judged  by  facta^ 
and  upon  facts  onlyt  and  each  in  his  respective  sphere 
was  ready  to  receive,  and  submit  to  the  judgment  of  the 

Eeople.    If  any  or  all  of  them  deserve  condeoutttion, 
:ttnem  perish^  byllr.  F.  they  would  &Q  impitied  and 
unwept. 

Mr.  8MITU,  of  Md.,  sud  he  rose  because  he  did  not 
perceive  thai  any  other  Senator  was  ^sposed  to  apeak  im 
the  subject,  and  becaute  he  tliought  it  ma  duQr,  vs  cbur- 
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man,  to  Biist»n  the  unendment  proposed  to  the  appropri- 
ation bill  by  the  Committee  or-  Finance.  What  is  that 
amendment?  aaid  Mr.  S.  Simply  an  appropriation  to 
pay  certain  persons  emplt^ed  by  the  late  President  to 
negotiate  with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  in  which  they  had  been 
Dearly  suecessful)  and  ttf  my  certiun  other  peraons  appoint- 
ed  by  the  present  President,  who  had  completely  suc- 
ceeded in  making  an  excellent  treaty  with  the  Porte. 
Both  commissions  had  similar  powers  and  similar  instruc- 
tions. The  treaty  lias  been  confirmed  by  .the  Senate;  has 
been  highly  approved;  and  the  fiuestion  is,  will  you  pay 
for  the  labor  actually  perTormed?  An  amendment  oas 
been  oflTered  by  a  Senator,  [Mr.  Kiiri,]  to  apply  a.  aom 
fiilly  adequate  to  the  object  in  aid  of  the  eontin^^nt  fiind, 
to  enable  the  President  to  remunerate  the  parties  in  such 
manner  as  he  may  think  proper.  Either  mode  will  be 
equally  agreeable  to  me.  All  that  the  committee  require 
is,  that  the  persons  employed  shall  be  paid;  and  they  are 
willing  to  adopt  the  amendment  proposed,  as  they  find 
that  .amendment  most  approved  of  by  the  Senate,  tt  is 
proper,  however,  for  me  to  state,  that  the  committee  had 
had  before  them  both  modes  of  remuneratioti,  and,  tfter 
consideration,  proposed  bringing  the  subject  before  the 
Senate  ui  a  substantive  fbrm,  so  that  all  who  read  miglA 
undenland  the  object,  and  because  they  deemed  H  to  be 
more  consistent  for  Cong^ss  to  designate  what  they 
meant  topay  toeach  person,  than  to  leave  to  the  Ezectitive 
discretion  to  allow  what  they  pleased.  The  Senator  from 
6eoi^|mhasaliownaprecedentinthe  case  of  Mr.  Rodney, 
who.  It  was  determined  by  Congress,  should  be  paid  from 
the  contingent  fund,  and  I  actjniesced. 

I  l;tt!o  thought,  Mr.  President,  that  a  constitutional 
question  would  or  could  have  been  raised  Upon  a  question 
to  pay  for  services  rendered;  it  has,  however,  and  we 
must  meet  it  as  best  we  can.  Early  in  my  political  life,  I 
asked  a  fiiend  whether  it  was  true  that  "Rhode  Island  was 
witliout  m  written  constitution)"  he  answered  that  "it  was 
truet"  that  they  did  welt  under  their  charter  from  Chariesj 
and  he  added,  *'  that  a  written  constitution  was  like  a  nose 
of  wax,  which  coul(f  be  moulded  into  a  flat  nose,  a  Ro- 
man, a  Grecian,  pug  nose,  and  in  like  manner  an 
ingenious  man  might,  he  said,  make  theconstitutionof  the 
United  States  to  mean  somethingr  nothing,  any  thing,  or 
everything."  "We  have  seen  that  it  has  been  made  to 
mean  every  thing,  by  the  construction  put  on  the  words 
"general  welbrc;"  and  the  very  Ingenious  Senator  from 
Virginia  shows  thathe  thinks  that  it  may  be  made  to  mean 
any  tlung.  He  contends,  first,  that  the  President  has  not 
the  power  to  send  a  minister  to  a  foreign  court  during  the 
recess ofthc  Senate, where  noministerhadpreviouslyDeen 
sent;  that  it  is  a  new  office  which  he  has  not  the  power  to 
create  alone;  and,  secondly,  that  the  President  has  not 
the  power  to  send  a  commissioner  in  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  as  a  secret  agent  to  treat  whh  a  foreign  nation, 
without  nominating  such  agent  to  the  Senate. 

Those  subjects  have  been  ably,  and,  to  my  mind,  satis- 
factorily discussed  by  the  Senators  from  Louisiana  and 
Geoi^ia;  nor  would  I  enter  on  those  subjects,  if  the  Sena- 
I6r  from  Virginia  had  not,  in  a  manner  very  pleasing 
to  me,  observed,  that  I  Itad  been  consistent  in  my  opinion 
of  the  constit\ition  on  the  first  point;  evidently  conveying 
the  idea,  by  his  manner,  and  by  what  he  said,  that  I 
studied  more  the  expediency  of  a  measure,  than  the  true 
nean'mr  of  the  vrmm  of  the  constitution.  It  therefore 
made  it  incumbent  on  me  to  state  my  understanding  of  the 
points  submitted  by  that  Senator.  >Ve  are  all  bound  by 
our  oaths  "to  -support  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States."  Each  will,  or  ought  to  be  governed  by  his  con- 
science, and  by  his  own  judgment.  1  meddle  not  with 
those  of  that  Senator,  or  any  otiier;  they  are  their  own. 
I  bottom  the  opituon  I  shall  giro  on  the  powers  vested  in 
tiie  PraideDt,  in  part,  fnnn  never  having  heard  the  first 
doubted  undl  the  diacuaion  an  the  Pamma  misriont  -and 
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of  the  second,  until  this  time.  I  consider  both  those 
powers  as  admitted.  They  may  have  been  mooted.  I 
will  not  siiy  they  have  not.  If  they  ever  had  been,  it  has 
totally  escaped  my  recollection.  My  construction  of  the 
constitution  is,  "That  ministers  to  rareign  nations,  it  an 
office  created  by  tile  eonititutim,  and  not  by  kv."  The 
article  says,  "tiiat  the  Prendent  shall  have  power  to 
appoint  ambassadors,  and  other  public  ministers,  b^  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate."  Agaia»  he 
shall  have  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  biq)peD 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  I  contend  that  the  office 
of  minister  is  an  original  vacancy,  and  that  it  can  be  filled 
in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  any  place  that,  in  the  mind 
of  the  President,  a  minister  may  be  required,  by  the  exi- 
gency of  the  case.  If  the  Senate  tiiink  that  such  an 
exi|^cy  does  not  tfzist,  they  can  reject  the  nixnination, 
which  must  be  sent  to  it  on  the  first  session  thereafter, 
and  this  is  the  power  of  the  Senate;  more  than  that  they 
have  not,  and,  in  my  opinion,  that  power  ia  amply  suffi- 
cient for  the  c6rrectioii  of  any  probable  evil  that  might 
arise  from  such  a  power.  I  will  state  a  case.  We  have 
never  had  a  minister  to  Austria.  The  President  might,  in 
my  opinion,  send,  in  the  recess,  a  minister  to  that  court. 
He  has,  I  think,  the  power  under  the  constitution,  and  we 
have  the  power  to  reject.  Am  I  alone  in  this  opinion? 
No,  sir,  my  learned  friend  from  Louisiana  holds  the  aame. 
We  were  both  fellow-laborers  on  the  democratic  side  a 
long  time  past,  and  both  agree  that  it  had  been  a  received 
opinion.  Have  F,  Mr.  President,  no  other  authority.^ 
Yes,  sir,  that  of  the  great  apostle  of  the  democratic  party, 
Mr.  JefTerson.  Be  gave  a  practical  iUustration  of  bis 
opinion;  and,  with  alt  prooer  deference  'to  the  Senators 
of  Virginia,  I  must  think  tnat  he  was  as  able  an  expounder 
of  the  constitution  as  those  gentlemen.  Mr.  Maduon  was 
then  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  must  have  concurred  in 
the  act,  which  he  did.  We  have  all  been  in  the  habit  of 
believing  that  he  was  an  expounder  of  the  constitution, 
in  whom  we  might  safely  tnisti  and  yet  the  Senator  [Mr. 
Tazswill]  has  implicated  Mr.  Jefferson  in  bis  charge  of 
a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  by  his  appointment,  in  a 
recess,  of  Mr.  Short  to  Rusiua,  where  no  minister  from  the 
United  States  hnd  been  before-  He  did  appoint  Mr. 
Short  to  Russia.  This  Amply  proves  that  his  opinion  was, 
"that  he  had  the  power."  Ay;  but,  says  the  Senator, 
"the  Senate  rejected  the  nomination,  on  the  ground  that 
the  President  had  not  the  power."  Admit  it.  Does  that 
contridict-  what  I  have  said?  No,  sir;  Mr.  Jefferson 
believed  as  I  do,  that  he  had  the  power,  and  be  acted  on 
it,  which  is  the  best  possible  proof.  But  did  the  Senate 
reject  it,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  a  usurpation  of 
power?  Certainly  not.  I  was  then  a  Senator,  and  know 
that  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Short  was  for  causes  and  reasons 
entirely  difTerept.  The  question  of  power  may  have  been 
incidentally  mooted  by  some  of  our  speakers.  I  will  not 
trust  to  m^  memorv  to  say  thut  it  was  not.  But  this  I  can 
say',  that,  if  animaavertedon  by  any  Senator,  it  has  totally 
escaped  my  recollection.  I  think  it  would  have  made 
such  an  impression  on  my  mind,  that  I  should  not  have 
forgotten  it.  I  repeat  that  it  was  not  on  the  question  of 
power  that  Mr.  Short  had  been  rejected.  The  first  time 
I  heard  that  the  power  was  doubted,  was  on  the  Panama 
que.ition,  when  Hr.  Gore's  resolutions  were  read.  Those 
resolutions  were  presented  on  the  nomination  of  the  com- 
missioners sent  in  the  r<.cess,  by  Mr.  Madison,  to  make  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain.  I  was  not  then  a 
Senator.  Party  spirit  ran  high  at  that  time;  and  we  all 
know  that  those  resolutions  were  calculated  for  par^ 
purposes,  merely  electioneering.  What  was  their  fate  > 
Scouted  by  eveiy  democratic  Senator  as  untenable,  and 
fay  some  of  the  fedend  Senators.  X  can  name  tiiree.  The 
two  members  from  ISiode  Island,  and  one  f^om  Delawaw. 
And  this  is  the  only  document  that  tiie  Senatcv  has  j>ro- 
duced  to  Boslam  hi^charge  agafaist  Hr.  JeflTerson,  tor  a 
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Ttolfttion  of  the  constitution — asimple  resolution  prescDted 
-^ot  acted  0D--and  not  sustained  by  the  Senate.  It 
(Uedj  I  believe,  a  natural  death.  Against  those  resolu- 
tions, and  the  opinion  of  the  Senator,  I  am  supported  by 
the  opinion  of  Jefierson,  Madison,  my  learned  friend 
fVom  Louisiana,  and  by  tlic  conduct  of  ottier  administra- 
tions, and  the  decision  of  tlie  Senate  on  the  Panama  ques- 
tion. Let  the  people  and  my  constituents  judge  wliich 
of  us  have  produced  the  best  authorities.  But,  on  all 
constitutioniu  questions,  I  am  the  sole  judge  for  myself. 
I  rest  on  my  oath,  and  as  my  poor  judgment  directs. 

The  Senator  has  said,  and  truly  sui^  that  the  constitu- 
tion gives  the  same  power  to  the  President  in  tlie  case  of 
the  appointment  of  judges,  as  it  does  in  that  of  ministers  to 
foreign  nations.  I  a|free  that  the  power  is  exactly  mmilar 
in  every  respect.  He  then  asks  triumphantly,  *' will  any 
man  say  that  the  President  could  appoint  in  ttie  recess  as 
muiy  judges  as  he  might  think  proper?"  I  answer,  yea — 
if  he  had  not  been  restrained  by  law.  I  will  state  a  case. 
Suppose  tfie  Senate  had  risen  without  confirming  the 
nominations  of  the  first  judges  made  by  General  Washing- 
ton! there  would  have  been  presented  the  anomaly  of  laws, 
without  judges  to  expound  and  administer  them.  The 
President  is  bound  by  the  constitution  to  attend  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws.  Without  judges  that  duty  could  not 
have  been  performed.  The  constitution  created  the  office 
of  judge,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  would'havc  been  the  duty 
of  President  Washington  to  appoint  judges  in  the  recess, 
to  be  nominated  to  the  Senate,  at  their  next  session,  for 
their  approbatiori  or  rejectiou.  Offices  recognised  by  the 
constitution  or  the  laws  must  be  filled  by  the  appointment 
of  the  President  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  when 
the  public  good  requires  it;  and  tlie  corrective  of  his  ex- 
ercise of  tbia'  power  lies  in  the  Senate's  power  of  rejectii^. 
"But,"  said  the  same  Senator,  "we  have  now  seven 
judgesj  can  the  President  appoint  an  eighth  in  the  recess 
of  the  Senate?"  I  answer,  no:  because  the  law  has  esta- 
bltshed  the  number,  whic^  he  cannot  exceed,  and  that 
number  is  seven.  He  could  not  appoint  an  eighth  either  in 
the  recess  or  during  the  session  gf  the  Senate,  until  the 
law  ia  klteredf  and  an  i^icrease  of  the  number  authorized. 

The  Senator  [&ir.  Tackwill]  has  emphatically  told  us, 
not  on  hisopinion,  but poutively,  peremptorily,  that  "the 
President  had  committed  a  palpable  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution in  sending  commissioners  in  the  recess  to  make 
a  treaty  with  the  Porte,  without  nominating  them  to  the 
Senate,  in  derogation  of  the  rights  of  this  body."  This, 
Mr.  President,  is  a  grave  charge  against  that  high  officer. 
What  to  the  meaning  of  tlic  word  "p.ilpable?"  Johnson 
Myathat  one  of  its  meanings  is  "pudn,  easily  percepti- 
ble.*' That  is  to  ny,  so  plain  and  easy  to  be  understood, 
tliat  he  who  reads  must  understand.  Is  it  then  so  plain' 
It  appears  that  the  gentlemen  ftom  New  Hampdiire,  Lou- 
iriana.  North  Carolina,  and  Georgin,  do  not  find  it  so  plain; 
they  cannot,  they  have  said,  see  any  violation  whatever, 
nor  <»n  I;  nor  has  any  of  all  our  Presidents  been  able  to 
see  it.  Per,  sir,  in  all  but  one  of  the  administrations  the 
same  act  has  been  done.  All  the  Presidents  have,  then,bcen 
violator*  of  the  con.stitutioni  the  Senate  also,  for  every 
Senate  has  sanctioned  the  violation.  And  now,  for  the 
first  time,  it  IS  to  be  understood  that  it  ia  a  violation;  and 
it  is  to  be  charged  h^me  on  Andrew  Jackson,  as  the  only 
one  who  has  committed  the  sacrilege.    Is  this  fair,  is  it 

S roper?  When  the  Senator  must  have  known  that  Gen. 
Kcksun  had  pursued  and  acted  upon  the  course  of  all  his 
predecessors  from  Washington  down,  as  well  as  on  his 
own  opinion.  The  Presidentis  the  only  responsible  offi- 
cer- It  wilt  not  do  to  go  behind  him  to  attack  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  (for !  think  it  probable  tliat  be  alone  was 
consulted,  and  he  alone  was  the  adviser.)  k  will  not  do 
for  the  Senator  to  say  that  he,  the  President,  knew  little 
of  Uie  subject,  and  acted  because  he  was  ignorant,  and 
thcKfore  ought  to  be  excused.   No,  sir;  if  Be  has  done 


wrong,  if  he  has  palpably  violated  the  sacred  instrumeot 
that  he  has  sworn  to  support,  igmmnce  can  be  no  pleat 
and  tliis  excuse  for  him  is  a  more  vifdent  insult  than  any 
that  could  be  offered;  at  least  so  I  understand  it.  But, 
Mr.  President,  has  there  been  any  violation  of  tlie  consti- 
tution ?  The  Senators  wlio  have  preceded  me,tiunk  not,  and 
I  concur  with  them  in  opinion.  Has  any  President  ever 
submitted  to  the  Senate  the  nomination  of  commisuoiicrs 
such  as  those  under  consideration  ?  Never:  rchallei^  thoae 
Senators  to  ^ow  one  soUtary  instance.  I  do  not  confine 
my  question  to  Mahometan  but  to  christian  Powers,  which 
if  they  cannot,  (and  I  know  they  cannot,)  then  how  can 
the  Senator  [Mr.  Tazeweu]  charge  the  President,  Ge. 
neral  Jackaon,  with  having  committed  *'  a  flagrant  usurpa- 
tion of  power,  in  flagrant  derogation  of  the  powers  of  the 
Senate?"  How  can  the  Senator  from  Virginia  urge  "  that 
he  may  like  the  treason,  therefore  voted  for  the  trca^-, 
but  detests  the  traitor." 

Mr.  Preudent,  rising  so  late  in  the  debate,  1  hare  found 
all  that  I  mean  to  say  Ukcn  from  me  by  the  Senators  from 
Louisiana  and  Oeorpa,  and  more  ably  certMuly  than  I 
would  have  conveyed  them.  1  may,  however,  be  pardon- 
ed for  following  them,  and  perhaps  repeating  after  them. 
U  cannot  be  too  often  urged  that  General  Jacknn  has 
pursued  the  precedent  set  him  by  all,  or  almost  every  Mic 
of  his  predecessors.  The  Senator  from  Louiuana  has 
read  to  you  a  variety  of  instancea  <tf  commisHoncrs  who 
bad  been  sent  by  different  Presidents,  trcatiea  made  by 
them,  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate  without  any  nomina- 
tion, and  not  "a  word  lisped  of  its  being  unconstitutional: 
the  Senate  thus  confirming  the  constitutionality  of  the 
power  that  had  been  exercised.  The  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia lias  produced  others.  One  by  General  Wasliington  in 
1795.  In  that,  Uie  power  under  the  great  seal  and  the 
sign  manual  of  the  "Father  of  his  Country,"  was  given  to 
Mr.  Humphreys,  then  a  consul  or  nunister  resident  (I 
know  not  which)  at  U^on  to  make  a  treaty  witli  the  Em- 
peror of  Morocco.  Mr.  Humphreys  transferred  his  pow- 
ers to  Mr.  Simpson,  who  made  a  treaty  which  become 
Uie  law  of  the  land.  Was  either  Mr.  Simpson  or  Mr. 
Humphreys  ever  nominated  to  the  Senate?  Never.  Not 
a  whimper  of  uncwistitutionality.  The  Senate  slept  at 
their  post,  and  now  General  Washington  is  found  by  the 
Senator  from  Vir(pnia  to  be  a  palpable  violator  of  the  cwi- 
stitution.  Again,  Messrs.  Kodney,  Bland,  and  Graham 
were  sent  as  comotissioners  to  the  South  American  States 
— christian  States.  Were  tliey  ever  nominated  to  the 
Senate?  No,  sir.  The  late  President  gave  a  commission 
to  Mr.  OiBey  and  Commodore  Crane,  to  treat  with  the 
Porte.  Were  they  ever  nominated  to  tlie  Senate?  Ko, 
nr.  So  that  Mr.  Adams  was  also  a  violatort  Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Madison  did  the  same.  Mr.  Monroe  followed  aller, 
and  acted  in  like  manner.  Where  were  the  advisers  of 
those  gentlemen.  Where  the  advisers  of  Mr.  Monroe? 
For  it  IS  well  known  that  be  acted  on  full  advisement  of 
bis  cabinet.  Where,  I  ask,  were  they  all,  that  they  did 
not  prevent  him  from  committing  this  presumed  violence 
of  the  constitution?  Were  they  all  a^eep  at  their  posts? 
We  must  conclude  that  none  of  them  conudered  it  a  vio- 
lation of  power. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia  said  that  it  would  be  a  thing 
unheard  of,  unknown  to  the  Imtory  of  the  world,  "  that 
a  Power  at  war  should  send  a  minister  to  tiie  Power  with 
which  it  was  at  war."  Why,  Mr,  Preadent,  the  Senator's 
reading  and  mine  must  liave  been  very  different.  Mine 
says,  that  there  is  no  event  more  common.  I  am  now 
reading  Sismondis'  Italian  Kepublics.  The  small  States  of 
Italy  were  in  almost  perpetual  was  with  each  other;  and 
notiiing  more  common-  than  the  sending  ministers  from 
one  city  to  tlie  other  to  treat  whilst  var  raged  bctw^cen 
them.  But,  sir,  I  will  -read  some  recent  cases,  some  in 
which  we  hod  an  interest: 

"Preliounar)' at^lep  of  theti-eaty  of  peace  between 


Digiti^d  by 


Google 


309 


OF. DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


310 


Fii.  35.  1831.] 


Thttkith  Commimitm. 


France  and  Great  Britwn,  »gn«d  at  Venailles,  20th  Janua- 
ry, 1783. 

**  The  most  Christian  King  and  tbo  King-  of  Great  Britain^ 
wishing  to  put  an '  end  to  the  caUmitin  of  war,  nominated 
to  that  emct,  on  the  part  of  the  former,  the  Coont  of 
Vei^imes,  and,  of  the  latter,  Alioyn  Fit^herbert,  Esq. 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  hw  said  Majesty  the  King  of 
Groat  Britain,  who,  having  communicated  tbeir  full  powers 
iiitlic  form,  hare  agreed  upon  the  following  prelimiDaries:" 

Sbcosd. — Frelinunary  articles  of  peace  ai^ned  at  Lon- 
don, l9t  October,  1801,  between  Lord  Hawkesburjr  and 
Louis  William  Otto,  lliey  communicated  tlwir  full  powers 
in  due  form,  and  then  agreed  upon  the  articlei. 

In  1797,  Lord  Malmesbury  was  sent  to  Lisle,  a  city  of 
the  French  rcpulilic,  as  ambassador  witli'fiiU  powers  to 
conclude  a  peace. 

In  1806,  Lord  Lauderdale  was  sent  to  Paris  to  negotiate 
a  treaty  of  peace. 

Permit  me  to  submit  anotheri  a  very  strong  one.  Queen 
Anne  wanted  peace]  the  allies  were  not  so  d'nposed,  and 
^e  sent  a  secret  agent,  Matthew  Prior,  I  beUCTO  a  poet. 
He  wax  not  suspected;  for  who  would  suppose  that  a  poet 
would  be  sent  on  a  subject  so  important?  He  concluded 
the  peace.  It  was  then  made  public;  and  the  Queen  withr- 
drew  her  troops  from  the  allied  army. 

The  late  period  of  the  e^sion  warns  me  that  I  ought 
not  to  occupy  tn^  inore  of  your  thne^  and  I  conclude  irith 
«  hope  that  the  disctisnon  niay  now  terminate. 

Before  I  mt  down,  I  will  notice  an  observalion  made  by 
the  Senator,  [Hr.  Tacxwbll.]  He  ngnificantly  sneered 
at  the  employment  of  consuls  and  captains  of  our  sliips  of 
war  being  clothed  witli  plenipotentiary  powers  to  make 
treaties.  ''ITonsulsj"  said  he,  "  What!  are  they  superior 
to  justices  of  the  peace?  Captains  of  the  navy  with  their 
commisnon  in  their  pockets,"  significantly.  And  yet,  ur, 
consuls  and  oqituna  have  been  so  emphqred  by  the  best  of 
our  Presidents.  Washington  employed  Mr.  Consul  Hum- 
phreys, as  has  been  shown.  Jefferron  employed  Mr.  Lear 
and  Captain  Preble  to  treat  with  Tripoli.  Madison  em- 
ployed Consul  Shaler  and  Captain  Decatur  to  treat  with 
Algiers.  John  Quincy  Adams  employed  Captain  Kodgers 
to  sound  the  Turk,  that  he  might  know  his  disposition  to 
make  a  treaty,  and  actually  appointed  Consul  Offley  and 
Captain  Crane  to  make  a  treaty  with  the  Portet  and  Gene- 
ral Jackson  has  emplogred  consuls  Rhind  and  Offiey,  and 
€^>tain  Biddle,  to  make  a  treaty.  Tliey  hare  done  so  to 
the  aatisralition  of  the  Senator.  And  now,  for  the  first 
time,  is  fault  found  that  such  persons  have  been  emj^oyed. 
Why  }  Because  General  Jackson  has  so  acted,  sir.  We  all 
understand  the  cause,  and  so  will  the  pcsople.    I  have  done. 

No  other  Senator  nsing  to  debate  the  subject,  the  Se- 
nate proceeded  to  take  tm  question. 

For  the  conveiuenee  of  toe  reader,  the  Tarioos  amend- 
ments are  here  repeated  The  Committee  of  Kniuiee  of 
the  Senate  luul  reported  the  following  additional  items  to 
the  appropriation  bill: 

"  Fw  the  outfit  and  salary  of  an  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary;  for  the  salaries  of  a  secretary 
of  legation,  of  a  drogoman,  and  a  student  of  languages,  at 
Consuntinoplcj  and  fi»  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
legion*  sevens-four  thousand  doUars:  that  is  to  say,  for 
the  outfit  of  an  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary, nine  thoua.tnd  dollars;  for  the  Salary  of  the  same, 
iun%  thousand  dollars;  for  salary  of  a  secretary  of  legation, 
two  thousand  dollars]  for  the  salary  of  a  drogoman,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  for  the  salary  of  a  student 
of  languages,  one  thousand-five  hundred  dollars]  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  legation,  fifty  thousand  dolhirs. 

[tt  For  compensation  to  the  commissioners  employed  in 
negotiatinir  a  treaty  witi)  tlie  SubSme  Porte: 

•(  To  Charles  Bhind,  an  outfit  of  four  thousand  6ve  han- 
dred  dtrflars,  deducting  tlierefrom  whatever  sum  may  have 
been  paid  to  him  for  his  persontl  expenses. 


"  To  Charles  Rhhid,  David  Offley,  and  James  Brddle, 
at  the  rate  Of  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num for  the  time  that  each  of  them  was  engaged  in  the 
said  negotiation. 

**  For  compensation  to  the  cotnmianoners  employed  on 
a  former  occasion  for  a  similar  purpose; 

<*  To  William  M.  Crane  and  David  Offley,  at  the  rate  of 
four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  for  the  time 
that  each  of  them  was  engaged  in  the  s«d  negotiation.") 
Mr.  Tasrwxli.  had  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  forego* 
gmng  inelutled  in  brackets. 

Mr.  Kakk's  amendment  was  as  follovsi 
Strike  out  ^1  after  the  word  ** compensation,**  intiie 
tii-st  line  of  the  second  parseraph  above  quoted,  and  in- 
sert "to  the  persons  heretofore  employed  in  our  inter- 
course with  the  Sublime  Porte,  the  funhsr  sum  of  fifteen 
tliousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
thousand  dotlars  appropriated.for  the  contingent  expenaes 
of  foreign  intercourse."  -  ■ 

This  motion  of  Mr.  Kakx  to  strike  out  and  insert  hftvtng 
precedence  of  Mr.  Taikwbia's  motion,  the  question  wm 
taken  thereon,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 
YEAS — Messrs.  Barnard,  Benton,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Ilayne,  Hendricks,  Ire- 
dell, Kane,  King,  McKinley,  Poindexter,  Bobbins,  Robin- 
son, Sanfoid,  Smith,  of  Hd.,  Smith,  of  S.  C,  T^p, 

Woodbury  33.  ' 

NAYS.— -Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Bibb,  Burnet,  Cham- 
bers, Chase,  Foot,  Frelingliuyseii,  Jolinston,  Knight,  Li- 
vingston, Marks,  Naudain,  Buggies,  Seymour,  SiM>ee, 
Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Willey,  Webster.— SI. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  following  proviso, 
moved  by  Mr.  TYLER,  to  be  added  to  Mr.  Kahi's  amend- 
ment, viz. 

"  i*rtmded,  akoaya.  That  nothing  in  Uiis  aot  contained 
shall  be  cmstnied  BBsanetiomng,orinan7wayippnrrin|f» 
the  appointment  of  these  posons  by  the  President  alone, 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  uid  without  tiinr  advice 
and  consent,  as  cotnmissionen  to  negotiate  a  treaty  witli 
the  Ottoman  Porte;" 

Which  was  agreed  to  by  the  following  vote*. 
YEAS.—Mesars.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Cliam- 
bers,  Ellis,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Ire- 
dell, Johnston,  King,  Kmght,  Marks,  Naudain,  Poindexter, 
Kuntes,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Bpragur,  Tazewell,  Tyler, 
Webster,  Willey— 35. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chase,  Dfcker- 
son,  Dudley,  Pon^th,  Orundv,  Kane,  Livingston,  Memn- 
ley,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  SanA>rd,  Smith,  of  Md.,  Smith, 
of  S.  C,  Troup,  Woodbury.— 18. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  then  witikdrew  his  motioD  to  strike 
out,  and  the  united  aoiendments  of  Mean. '  Kass  and 
TraxB  eonfcquentty  becimeft  substitute  for  tilst  part  t^tiie 
amendment  reported  by  the  Coinimttee  of  KtumcOf  pro- 
viding for  the  competisationof  the  commisrioneM  appoint- 
ed to  conclude  the  treaty.  • 

Mr.  WEBSTER  then  submitted  tibe  feUotHo^  amend- 
raent: 

Strike  out  all  that  relates  to  the  outfit  and  saluj  of  a 
nnnister  plenipotentiary,  Stc.  and  insert— 

"For  the  outfit  and  udary  of  a  charge  d'affaires)  for 
the  salary  of  a  drogoman,  and  a  student  of  hnguwes,  at 
Constantinople,  ana  for  the  contingent  expenses  of^ die  le- 
gation, thirty-eight  thousand  dollars:  that  is  to  say,  for  the 
outfit  of  a  charge  d'affaires,  four  thousand  five  hundred  d<^: 
lars;  for  the  salary  of  the  same,  four  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars;  for  the  salary  of  a  drogoman,  two  tbuusand  fiVc 
hundred  dollarsi  for  the  satair  of  a  student  of  languages, 
one  thousand  five  hundred  d(4lsrB;  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  legation,  twenty-five  thousand  dolhm." 

Mr.  WEBST&R  said  that  this  subject  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  in  a  double  aspect  by  the  Presiaent 
of  the  United  States— die  eboioe  appeared  to  be  left  to 
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that  body  whether  they  would  send  a  miniater  plenipoten- 
tiary or  a  char^  d'aiTairesto  the  court  of  Constantinople; 
and  the  Committee  of  Finance  had  submitted  an  appro- 
priation for  the  salary  and  outfit  of  the  former.  One  of 
the  letteri  read  to  the  Senate,  that  from  llr.  Offley,  who 
certainly  appeared  to  hare  ^imA  some  experience  on  this 
■qbjec^  anneited  the  propriety  of  sendrng*  a  cfaaiv^  d'af- 
fidrei*  and  in  this  opinion  he  [Mr.  W.]  moat  heartily  con- 
curred. Mr.  W.  spoke  atsome  length  in  favor  of  his  mo- 
tion! could  see  no  verv  great  necessity  for  the  mis- 
sion-—that  he  Uiought  our  relations  with  Turkey  would 
continue  pretty  much  in  the  same  state  as  before — and 
tfiitt,  for  some  time  to  oome,  our  consul  at  Smyrna  would 
be  the  most  important  agent  the  United  States  in  that 
quarter  of  the  world.  He  spoke  of  the  lar|^  salaries  of 
uie  ministers  of  foreign  Powers  at  the  court  of  Constanti- 
nople, tiie  great  show  wid  parade  they  made  there,  wholly 
for  effect,  and  said  that,  if  our  ministers  complained  of  the 
incompetence  of  their  salaries  at  the  courts  of  the  civilized 
Powers  of  Eu»^,  there  certainly  would  be  more  cause 
of  complaint  at  CoMtantino^.  He  would  like  to  know 
whether  tbe  miarion  wits  to  oe  eontinaedt  whether  a  umi- 
Jar  call  for  saUriei^  &c  would  be  made  next  year;  spoke 
ofthelar^  amount  appropriated  for  contingencies;  and 
asked  if  it  was  supposed  that  the  minister  could  support 
himself  at  a  salary  of  C9,000  per  annum.  If  a  represen- 
tative must  be  sent,  be  tliou^t  a  charge  d'aifaires  would 
be  competent  to  perform  all  the  necessary  duties;  though, 
even  if  his  amendment  prevuled,  bis  opinion  was,  that 
anotlier  imssi^n  in  Europe  should  not  be  established.  He 
was  not  in  faTor  of  an  increase  of  missions— he  would  ra- 
ther reduce  some  of  those  now  existing. 

Mr.  KING  said  that  the  subject  had  been  submitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Finance  without  any  recommendation 
from  the  Execatire}  and,  after  consultation,  that  com- 
mittee had  come  to  the  eraclurion  that  it  would  be  best  to 
submit  an  appropriation  toe  tiie  salary  of  a  miiuster  pleni- 
potentiary. Tbe  sslary  would  ccunmaiid  the  senricea  of 
an  incUviaual  irtio  would  be  qualified  to  sustain  the  cha- 
racter and  standing  of  the  country,  and  enable  him  the 
better  to  keep  up  a  suitable  estabushment.  He  was  un- 
der the  impression  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  keep 
a  minister  at  Constantinople  for  any  great  leqgth  of  time. 
Tbe  contingencies  of  the  misnon  would  not  be  greater 
than  at  the  court  of  any  other  Power,  except  in  Uie  first 
inatanec)  and  tiiis  to  eomply  wldi  the  usual  custom  there 
to  make  presents  on  the  ratifieation  of  a  trea^. 

Mr.  W00DBU9Y  was  in  &Tor  of  tbe  amendment  sub- 
nutted  by  Mr.  WiasTta. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  also  preferred  the  amendmentt  though 
he  saw  no  necessity,  be  said*  fi>r  political  relatioiis  between 
this  country  and  Turkey. 

Mr.  SMITH  ree^tulated  ttte  views  of  the  Committee 
of  finance  ia  provimng  for  a  minister  plenipotentiary*  and 
said  tbe  Government  did  not  intend  keeping  him  tiicre  more 
than  <H»e  year.  The  object  was  to  send  a  minister  of  the  high- 
eit  mde,  in  tbe  first  instance,  whose  duty  it  would  be  to 
czcnange  tiie  ratifications  of  the  treatv,  and  afterwards  a 
cbai^  d'affaires  would  be  amply  sufficient.  A  minister 
plenipotentiary,  he  remarked,  bad  access  to  the  Sultan; 
a  chugi  could  not  approach  beyond  the  Grand  Vialer. 

The  questifm  was  put  on  the  amendment  submitted  by 
Mr.Wiasm,  anddeterminedin  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Burnet,  Chambers,  Chase,  Clayton,  Dickerson,  Foot,  For- 
syth, Trelin^uyaen,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Holmes, 
Iredell,  Johnston,  Kane,  Knight,  HctUnley,  Harks,  Nau- 
dain,  Poindexter,  Robbins,  Bobinson,  Rumk^  Seymour, 
Silsbee,  Bprague,  TazeweU,  Troup,  Tyler,  Wdwto-,  Wil* 
ley,  Woodbury — 37. 
•  KAYS—Mesn.  Bibb,  Dudley,  Elli^  King,  Lii^DgBton, 
Sanfenl,  Smith,  of  Md.-T. 

And  dien  the  Semte  M^oumed. 


SaTOBOAT,  FaflBVABT  26. 

The  rcwjiution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Bzhtob  rela- 
tive to  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United  States,  was 
taken  up  for  conuderatimi  when  Mr.  B.  remarked  that 
he  had  not  submitted  the  resohition  witis  a  new  to  its 
bein^  acted  on  at  the  present  sesuon,  but  tiut  it  ndght 
receive  the  early  condderation  of  tbe  Senate  at  the  next 
stated  ses«on  of  Congress.  On  his  motion,  it  was  hud  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  making' 
appropriations  for  carrying  on.certun  roads  and  works 
of  internal  improvement,  and  prondinff  for  surveys,  was 
twice  read,  and  referred. 

NATIONAL  ROAD  IN  OHIO. 
The  bill  grunting  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  for  erecting  toU-gutes, 
&c.,  and  otherwise  providing  for  the  preservation  and 
repair  of  the  United  States'  road  within  the  limits  of  that 
State,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  question  being  va 
its  passage, 

Mr.  POINDEXTEB  opposed  the  bill  at  some  length, 

on  the  ground  that  the  General  Government  had  no 
power  to  nve  the  authority  proposed  to  the  State  of  Ohio- 
If  tbe  right  to  collect  tolls  existed  in  the  State,  the  per- 
misrion  was  not  only  useless,  but  a  usurpation  of  power 
on  the  part  of  the  General  Govcmmeac  over  the  rigbts 
and  sovereignly  of  tiie  State.  If,  on  the  conttavy,  the 
right  belonged  to  the  General  Government,  it  wasa  power 
not  transferable,  as  no  legislative  pQjvcr  could  be.  He 
cited  tiie  only  clause  in  the  constitution  wluch  gave  a  pre- 
text for  intending  with  the  internal  regulation  of  a  State — 
that  relating  to  imposts.  He  asked  what  tiicy  were  about 
to  du?  To  pass  a  criminal  law  for  the  State  of  Ohio! 
For  ihis  wss  a  biU  enacting  severe  pains,  penalties,  and 
fines.  It  was  also  a  law  to  create  a  local  tax,  whicli  no 
■rtitde  in  the  constitutim  had  ever  sanctioned.  To  con- 
tend that  Congress  possessed  such  powers,  would  be  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  to  be  anabsurdity-  He  would  wilUugly 
give  up  tliia  road  to  the  State — transferring  all  the  right, 
title,  and  interest  the  General  Government  had  in  it — bet 
he  could  not  consent  to  any  interference  witti  State  rights. 
He,  tiierefore,  fult  constrained  to  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  its  final  passive. 

They  were  acctnrdiiigly  ordered. 

Mr.  HENDBICKS  sw^  tome  power  must  have  an  inte- 
rest in  this  road.  If  K  eusted  in  the  General  Gorem- 
ment,-  its  preservation  belonged  to  that  power)  but  that 
Government  had  already  decwred  that  it  would  not  erect 
toll-gates  upon  Uie  road)  and,  if  we  refiise  to  preserve 
the  road,  why  should  we  not  allow  some  one  else  to  do  it? 
If  we  go  upon  the  principle,  that  the  rigbt  to  do  tins 
exists  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  what  Itann  can  there  be  in  our 
declaring  our  assent  to  the  paiuage  of  this  law  by  ihaX 
State?  Her  proposititHt  is  certainly  a  liberal  one*  uidaU 
admit  die  necessily  of  keeping  the  .road  in  repair.  He 
thouglit  the  proposition  lo  transfer  the  road  to  Ohio  would 
be  much  more  objecti<niable  than  the  present  one  could 
be  considered.  I'he  citizens  of  other  States,  Indiana,  for 
instance,  had  a  deep  interest  in  it.  It  was  their  great 
thorou^tfare,  and  its  cession  to  a  State  would  be  a  gross 
vioUtion  of  tiM  compact  fbrmed  in  its  original  e(mstru»- 
tion. 

The  hill  was  then  passed,  by  a  vote  of  twenty-nine  to 
seven,  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton.  Bur- 
net, Chambers,  Chase,  Clayton,  Dudley,  Foot,  Fueling- 
bujnen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Kane,  Knight,  McKinley* 
Harks,  Naudain,  Hobbins,  Kobinsun,  Rugglea,  Sanford, 
Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Md.,  Wvbster,  \V)Uey, 
Woodbul7.~29. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Brown,  ElUs,  Hayne,  Iredell,  PmA- 
dcxter.  Smith,  of  S.  C,  Troup.--7. 
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DUTIES  ON  IRON. 
Mr.  HATNE,  ^mthe  select  committee  to  which  was 
referred  sundry  memorials  prayinf^  Tor  a  reduction  of  tlie 
(hities  on  imported  iron,  and  others  tamonstnitinff  against 
the  reduction,  made  a  report  in'&vor  of  reduction,  and 
moved  that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said,  the  report  was  from  the  majo- 
rity of  the  committee;  the  sentiments  of  the  minority 
were  directly  at  variance  with  those  of  the  majority.  The 
report  had  come  under  his  eye  for  the  first  time  on  yes- 
tcrday,  and  he  liad  not  vet  had  time  to  prepare  a  report 
of  the  views  of  the  minority.  He  should  probably  be 
able  to  do  so  on  Monday.  He  thought  tlie  views  of  both 
parties  should  go  to  the  world  togetJier,  and  he  therefore 
hoped  the  printing  would  not  be  ordered  until  the  coun- 
ter report  was  ready  to  go  with  the  report  of  the  majority 
of  the  committee.  He  moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the 
tabV,  but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  KING,  who  said  the  statement  made  by  the  Sena- 
to*-  who  had  jiist  taken  bis  seat,  was  one  of  the  mbst 
eirtraordinary  he  had  ever  heard.  Committees  were  sel- 
dom unanimousj  it  was  generally  the  majority  of  the 
committee  which  reported  measures  for  consideration. 
If  the  rmnority  were  not  satisfied,  tliey  liad  always  an 
opportunity  to  present  their  individual  views.  He  be- 
Uevedsucb  athingas  a  counter  report  had  not  been  known 
in  thb  body  from  the  first  commencement  of  tlic  Govern- 
ment. It  had  been  done,  be  believed,  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  When  the  report  was  made  to  the 
House,  the  committee  ceased  to  exist,  and  it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  tlrc  minority  to  make  a  report. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  thought  tliat  the  view.s  of  the  t/iro 
bl-anches  of  the  committee  should  be  published  together. 
It  was  a  frequent  custom  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  should  be  so  here.  The  minority  should  have  as 
good  an  opportunity  fo  present  their  views  as  the  majority 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  HATNE  said  this  was  the  first  proposition  he  had 
ever  heard  in  that  body  to  prevent  the  printing  of  a  re- 
port of  a  committee.  The  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures  [Mr.  DickersonJ  had  made 
his  reports,  year  aflcr  year,  and  no  objection  had  pver 
been  made  to  the  printing  of  them.  The  report  con- 
tained notliing  more  Uian  the  views  of  the  committee, 
and  the  only  object  was  to  have  it  printed.  Tlie  objec- 
tion of  tlie  genueman  was,  that  he  had  not  bad  time  to 
prepare  bis  views  on  tlie  subject,  and,  therefore,  the  re- 
pdrt  of  the  committee  must  not  be  printed.  How  was  it 
possible  for  the  honorable  Senator  to  make  a  report  on 
the  part  of  the  minority,  when  the  committee  had  made  its 
report,  and  were  consequently  dissolved?  If  the  gentle- 
man wished  to  present  his  views,  he  could  do  it  in  writing 
or  otherwise.  Ueliad  underalpud  that  there  was  so  nmch 
work  in  the  hands  "of  the  public  printer,  that,  if  he  did 
not  get  this  report  now,  it  could  not  be  printed  during 
the  session.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not  renew 
the  motion  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BROWN  said,  it  appeared  that  an  .entirely  new 
rule  was  about  to  be  pursued  by  the  Senate — one  unpa- 
ralleled in  t]ie  annals  of  legislation — that  subjects  were  to 
be  sent  to  committees  totally  Iiostile  to  the  objects  asked 
by  tlie  memorialists,  and  known  to  be  thus  hostile.  And 
when  those  who  are  friendly  to  a  reduction  of  the  existing 
burdensome  system  of  taxation,  had  been  so  fortunate  as 
to^t  this  subject  referred  to  a  committee  favorable  to 
their  views,  and  that  committee  had  made  a  report  to  that 
effccl,  a  new  rule  was  to  he  adopted,  and  that  report  sup- 
pressed. Sir,  said  &Ir,  B.,  political  truths  have  nothing 
to  fear  from  the  most  scrutinizing  investigation.  Do  gen- 
Uemen  fear  light  upon  tlicir  favorite  schemes,  that  they 
would  thus  elude  inquiry  on  this  subject?  Was  tliis  a 
time  when  the  people  of  this  country  had  every  reason  to 
demand  a  reduction  of  an  oppressive  system  of  taxation, 


tliat  even  the  ordinary  courtesy  of  prinfinga  report,  look- 
ing to  that  object,  was  to  be  refused?  HeVould  draw  no 
other  inference  from  such  acourse,  but  that  it  was  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  truth,  and  prevent  information  from  going 
abroad  on  this  (iubject  among  the  people—*  principle  at 
war  with  our  free  represcntntive  Government,  which 
should  seek,  on  all  proper  occasions,  to  cnN||htea  public 
opinion  on  questions  bo  deeply  involving  their  interests, 
rather  than  to  suppress  informationi  it  was  characteristic 
of  that  course  of  policy  which  arbitrarily  laid  under 
contribution  the  industry  of  the  great  mass  of  the  Ame- 
rican people,  for  the  benefit  or  a  comparatively  small 
number  of  capitalists.  Be  expressed  a  hope  tliat  the 
report  would  be  printed,  and  itsat^iments  placed  befbre 
the  people  fbr  their  calm  consideration.  He  said  he  had 
great  confidence  in  the  justice  and  liberality  of  the  North- 
ern and  Elastem  sections  of  tlie  country.  Public  opinion, 
in  some  of  the  Eastern  States,  he  believed,  was  becoming 
adverse  to  a  continuance  of  the  restrictive  policy;  and  he 
thought  he  could  see  a  ^bt  arismg  in  that  direction, 
which  assured  him  that  the  days  of  this  "  system"  were 
numbered. 

The  spirit  of  liberty  which  had  early  distinguished  the 
people  of  that  portion  of  our  country,  would  not  much 
longer  tolerate  a  system  which  flourished  alone  by  sacri- 
ficing the  interests  of  the  many  to  those  of  the  few.  He 
believed  it  was  now  becoming  well  understood,  that  an 
excessive  degi-ee  of  taxation  was  not  protection  but  op- 
pression. 

Mr.  HOI^MES  said  he  was  disposed  to  hear  both  sidea 
of  tills  question,  and,  therefore,  he  was  in  fiivor  of  allow- 
ing both  reporU,  as  they  took  difFei-ent  views  of  tbcsub- 
ject,  to  go  out  togctlier.  The  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  [Mr.  Dickkbsok]  says  he  will  be  prepared  on 
Mon<lay  to  submit  the  views  of  the  minority^  and,  for  liis 
own  pu^,  he  should  prefer  to  see  them  go  tt^^ethcr.  He 
could  then  be  in  fi»vor  of  printing  a  larger  number  of 
copies.  Tills  had  not,  perhaps,  been  the  usual  practice 
of  the  Senate,  but  it  certainly  bad  been  of  the  other 
House.  He  instanced  particularly  the  report  of  the 
Commitlee  on  the  Seminole  War. 

Mr.  BELL  said,  the  oWjcct  of  appointing  committees 
was,  to  digest  tlie  subjecta  referred  to  them,  and  obtain 
their  views  in  aid  of  tlie  action  of  tlie  Senate,  In  this 
instance,  the  committee  had  not  only  disagreed  in  relation 
to  facts,  hut  widely  disagreed  in  their  opmions  deduced 
from  those  facts.  The  minority  ask  to  g^vc  their  news 
in  conjunction  with  the  majority.  Witliout  this,  he  con- 
ceived that  they  could  get  but  a  one-side{l  view  of  the 
matter.  He  asked  who  it  was  in  the  present  case  that 
appeared  to  he  anxious  to  shut  out  the  lielit.^  It  surely 
was  not  the  minority.  They  do  not  shrink  from  investi- 
gation. They  rather  court  it.  At  th:s  late,  period  in  the 
session,  it  was  evident  that  there  eould  be  no  legislative 
action  upon  it  now.  In  relation  to  its  being  unparliamen- 
tary, he  thought  all  legislative  bodies  should  be  governed 
in  their  rules  by  the  eternal  principles  of  justice. 

,Mp.  WEBSTER  said  it  would  give  Jiini  pleasure  to 
gratify  the  views  of  all  in  the  disposal  of  this  subject.  He 
was  willing  to  give  the  people  all  the  information  on  this 
topic  tliat  could  be  given.  He  could  freely  trust  them 
with  the  disposal  of  it.  Tliough  the  report  had  not  been 
read,  it  was  plainly  understofKl  that  it  was  opposed  to  the 
opinions  heretofore  entertained  nnd  expressed  by  the 
Senate;  and  it  was  due  to  the  people  not  to  hold  out  to 
them  the  expectation  that  the  existing  policy  was  about 
to  he  changed,  unless  that  expectutioii  was  soon  to  be  re- 
alized. The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr-  Broww,] 
he  concciveu,  had  misapplied  the  rule  he  liad  adverted  to. 
There  was  no  particidar  parliamentai^  usage  which  was 
binding  in  the  case.  Wlien  a  legislative  bcxly  had  come 
to  a  dwinite  concluiuon  upon  a  subject — when  its  jirinci- 
ples  wpre  settled,  it  could  then  have  no  hesitation  in  the 
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(KrecUon  to  give  it.  But,  suppose  a  propoaJtion  should 
come  before  tliem  on  which  it  would  be  qiute  impossible 
for  them  to  act — a  dissohition  of  the  Union,  for  instance — 
could  the  rule  then  apply  ? 

Mr.  W.  said  he  could  have  no  motive  in  wishingfto  with- 
hold the  piiatjnfr  of  this  document;  on  the  contrtry,  he 
would  be  wmng  to  have  a  larg^er  number  printed;*  but  he 
thought  it  waa  due  to  all  tliat  both  sides  of  the  question 
ihoufd  be  heard.  In  relation  to  the  report,  he  could  en- 
tertain no  doubt,  from  the  respectable  character  of  the 
committee,  that  it  contained  many  able  arguments  and 
clear  views  of  the  subject.  He  would  go  further.  _  He 
had  no  doubt  he  would  approve  of  it  on  many  pmnts. 
There  were  some  positions  taken  in  the  memotuus  refer- 
red, which  met  bis  hearty  concurrence. 
After  some  fiirther  observations, 
Mr.  W.  moved  that  the  report  be  printed,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  This  course  would, 
perhaps,  meet  the  views  of  all. 

Mr.  BKOWN  said  he  disagreed  with  the  ecntleman 
from  MassachusetU  [Mr.  Wsbsteb]  moat  witlely  in  his 
views  of  parliamentary  usage.  He  contended  that  it  was 
the  practice  to  commit  matters  to  a  committee  favorable  to 
the  accomplishment  of  the  propositions  they  contained. 
Such  waa  the  doctrijie  of  Jenersonf  and  8|ich  was  the  doc* 
trine  laid  down  by  all  the  British  writers  on  parliamentary 
law.  The  reasoning  was,  that  the  lamb  should  not  be  sent 
to  the  wolf — that  being  to  ensure  its  destruction.  It  did 
not,  of  course,  apply  to  the  case  of  billa pecidiarly  disre- 
spectful to  the  feelings  of  all,  or  in  direct  contravention 
to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution — such  the  one  referred 
lo  by  the  gentleman  from  Maaaachusetts,  [Mr.  Wibstkb,] 
proposing  a  dissolution  of  the  Union — and  he  honed  these 
words  were  not  used  by  that  gentleman  invidiously. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.    Not  at  all— I  had  no  such  intention. 
Mr.  BROWN.    For  I  will  not  yield  in  my  attachment 
to  this  Union,  even  totlie  honorable  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr.  TYLER  addressed  the  Senate  in  opijosition  to  the 
motion  of  Mr.  WiasTsa  to  refer  the  report  to  tlie  Com- 
nuttee  on  Manufactures.  A.  report  on  the  same  subject 
had  been  made  by  that  commHtee  at  the  last  seswon.  He 
thbught  that  one  must  be  very  fond  of  scribbling,  (though 
he  did  not  doubt  the  purity  of  the  gentleman's  motives,) 
to  wish  to  make  a  report  on  the  same  subject  every  year. 
This  report  was  merely  a  counter  report  to  that  submitted 
by  tlie  honorable  gentleman  last  year^-a  rejoinder.  We 
have  now,  said  Mr.  T.,  our  butter  andour  rebutter.  The 
honorable  cludrman,  he  contended,  could  attain  his  object 
simply  by  ordering  his  last  year's  report  to  be  printed  with 
^lis,  and  let  them  go  to  the  world  together.  He  presumed 
that  no  alteration  had  been  made  in  the  gentleman's 
views  upon  the  subject  within  the  Inst  year. 

Mr.  DIOKEHSON  replied.  He  was  sure  the  delay  till 
Monday  was  an  inconsiderable  one;  but  he  was  willing  the 
question  should  first  be  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wxs- 
■TXB  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  HAYNE  then  rose,  and  said,  tlut  he  now  distinctly 
understood  that  the  proposition  in  its  present  fbrm  is,  to 
recommit  the  report  of  the  select  committee  before  it  had 
been  either  read  or  printed — ^before  any  member  of  this 
House  (except  the  committee)  arc  even  acquainted  with 
its  contents;  and  to  do  this  when  it  is  known  that  the  eflect 
of  the  recommitment  will  be  to  prevent  the  priijting  of 
tiie  report  daring  the  present  session.  But  this  is  not  alj; 
it  is  proposed  to  commit  a  report  (of  tlie  contents  of 
which  nothing  is  known,  but  that  it  is  favoi-able  to  a  re- 
duction of  the  duty  on  iron)  to  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures— a  committee  known  to  be  opposed  to  such  a 
reduction.    Such  a  motion,  made  under  such  circumstan- 


ceedings  any  where.    When  a  committee  had  exaouned 
any  subject  submitted  to  them  by  the  Senate,  and  had 
made  a  report,  the  printing  of  such  report  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  members"  was  altogether  amatter  of  course. 
It  is  not  even  proposed  to  print  any  extra  number  <M  ctt* 
pies  for  distribution,  but  simply  to  print  the  report  fw  the 
use  of  the  members,  as  every  hill,  every  report,  and  every 
resolution,  is  disposed  of  by  the  uniform  practice  of  this 
House.    Mr.  H.  said  he  had  vp-v  been  a  member  of  the 
Senate  for  near  eight  years,  and  he  had  never  known  an 
objection  made  to  printing  the  report  of  any  committee, 
on  any  subject;  and  he  called  upon  every  member  of  thw 
body  to  say  whether  they  ever  knew  or'  heard  of  such 
proceedings.    Tlie  mere  act  of  printing  a  report,  com- 
mitted the  Senate  in  no  way  to  an  approval  of  any  thing 
it  contained-Mt  was  merely  for  information,  and  to  enable 
the  Senate  to  judge  what  course  ought  to  be  Uken  with 
regard  to  it.    The  Senate  might  agree  or  disagree  to  the 
report,  or  might,  after  examination,  recommit  it  for  fur- 
ther examination.    But  here  they  were  called  upon  to 
take  an  important  step,  which,  in  parliamentary  usa^, 
amounted  to  a  decision  that  the  subject  had  not  been  fairly 
examined— without  even  making  themselves  acquunted 
with  die  contents  of  the  report    Mr.  H.  would  present, 
in  behalf  of  tiys  committee,  no  claim  to  the  respect  or 
consideration  of  the  Senate,  which  waa  not  due  to  every 
committee  which  thev  might  think  proper  to  create.  But 
he  could  say  that  an  act  more  unprecedented  or  extraor- 
^nary^ould  not  be  conceived,  than  to  raise  a  committee, 
refer  to  them  an  important  question,  and,  when  their  re- 
port is  received,  witlwut  hearing  it  read,  or  having  it 
printed,  to  refer  it  back  to  anotlier  comimttee  (and  one 
known  to  be  hostile)  for  re-examination.     Yflvf  was  it, 
he  would  ask,  that  such  acourse  was  to  be  pursued  on  the 
present  occasion?    Because  it  was  deemed  necessary  that 
the  views  of  those  favorable  to  a  reduction  of  duties 
should  not  have  the  same  opportuni^  of  being  known, 
that  had  invariably  been  extended  to  views  of  an  oppo- 
site character.    For  years  past  has  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
nufactures issued  their  annual  reports,  pointing  out  the 
excellencies  of  the  American  system,  and  deprecating  any 
reduction  of  duties  whatever.    Only  last  year,  a  report 
was  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  I)ick- 
MBON,]  in  reply  to  a  memorial  of  these  very  Philadelphia 
blacksmiths,  denouncing  them  and  their  petition.  These 
reports  had  all  been  printed  and  circulated  without  objec- 
tion.   In  no  instance  had  the  attempt  been  made  to  force 
upon  the  Senate  a  counter  report,  or  to  send  out  an  an- 
swer along  with  the  report    We  have  waited  until  we 
could  have  a  chance  of  presenting  our  views  of  this  ques- 
tion.   For  the  first  time  in  several  years,  this  has  been 
now  afforded  us;  and  yet  gentlemen  rise  up,  and  refuse 
us  the  poor  privilege  even  of  being  heard.  Tlie  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures,  and  the  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
se)-,  who  is  at  their  head,  have  been  hewdr-repeatedly, 
fully,  and  patiently  heard,    tixej  were  heard  last  year 
on  this  veiy  question — the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  iron. 
We  now  chum  to  be  heard  in  reply,  and  it  is  to  be  refused 
IIS.    Gentlemen  refuse  even  to  listen  to  what  we  have  to 
say.    After  they  have  heard  us,  let  them,  if  they  choose, 
recommit  our  report  or  disagree  to  it,  or  dispose  of  it  as 
they  think  proper.    But  to  condemn  it  unheard,  to  com- 
mit it  without  knowing  its  contents,  he  must  conrider  as 
the  most  exceptionable  proceeding  that  lie  hid  ever  wit- 
nessed'hcre  or  elsewhere.    In  another  view  of  this  ques- 
tion,  it  was  still  more  objectionable.    The  subject  of  the 
reduction  of  duties  waa  one  which  had  deepfy  excited  a 
large  portion  of  this  Union.    Are  we  to  be  told.  saidMr. 
H.,  that  we  are  not  to  be  heard?    This  is  a  subject,  Mt. 
President,  in  which  I  am  afraid  to  trust  my  feelings.  I 


CCS,  he  would  undertake  to  s:iy,  was  not  only  without  an  came  here,  sir,  with  very  slender  hopes,  indeed,  I  can 
example  in  the  history  of  either  branch  of  Congress,  but  hardly  say  that  I  had  any,  that  this  sj*stem  would  recen  c 
without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  jMirliamentary  pro-lsome  modification  from  Congress.    I  am  sorry  to  «y  that 
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I  have  so  f»r  perceived  no  indications  of  my  diipoution 
here  to  relicTe  the  people  fpom  the  burdeni  of  thiaprotect- 
ing  system.  For  this,  I  was,  howerer,  preparedi  but,  I 
will  confeu,  tir,  I  wu  Bot  prepared  for  a  deliberate  refii- 
Bkl,  on  the  part  <tf  the  Senate^  eren  to  print  a  report  pre- 
■entingour  views,  to  find  them  condemned,  unheard,  and 
UDknown,  by  an  instant  recommitment  of  the  report  to 
the  Committee  on  Itbnu&cturea — a  committee  known  to 
be  hostile  to  them,  where  the  report  must  remun  buried 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session.  If  this  must  be  so,  I 
claim  a  solemn  decision  on  so  important  a  question,  anil, 
thereffffe,  ask  that  it  may  be  taken  bv  yeas  and  nays. 
They  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  sud  be  was  Tery  sorry  to  see  that  this 
subject  should  excite  any  warmth  m  the  aentlemsn  from 
South  Carolina.  [Mr.  HAniB.1  He  diselainied  the  mo* 
tives  attributed  to  liim.  He  deiued  any  intention  to  pre- 
Tent  the  sentiments  of  the  committee  from  bang  heard. 
Had  he  not  said  he  would  vote  for  any  number  of  copies 
Uie  gentleman  might  propose?  What  grievance,  then, 
was  there  in  the  course  proposed?  The  gentleman  had 
already  remarked  that  the  business  before  the  public 
printer  wasso  pressing,  dtat,  unless  it  wasdcrtvered  imme- 
diately, it  could  not  be  performed.  It  was  objected  to 
referring  the  report  without  reading.  It  was  with  a  view 
lo  save  tlie  time  of  the  Senate,  that  this  course  wsa  pro- 
posed.  After  some  further  remarks,  Mr,  W.  concluded, 
by  saying  he  should  stiU  rote  for  the  printing,  and  refer- 
ence of  the  report  to  tlie  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  KING,  and  Mr.  SMll  H,  of  Maryland,  next  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  against  the  motion,  and  tlie  aaestion 
was  then  Ukeu  on  the  printing  atone,  and  deddea  In  the 
affinnative  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Mr.  HAYNE  asked,  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  the  select 
coromitter,  that  a  censure  might  not  be  east  npon  them 
in  sending  their  report  to  ano&er  eonmuttee.  The  course 
proposed  was  unprecedented. 

Mr.  UOLHES  mid  he  ibould  vote  for  the  reference, 
and  could  not  see  in  what  manner  it  would  be  a  eeiiKre 
on  any  body. 

Mr.  FOOT  aud  ndi  a  course  wai  sltogrtfaer  unprece- 
dented' 

Mr.  WEBSTER  then  said  Uiat  his  object  had  been  to 
accommodate  ail  sidest  but  as  he  bad  fiuled  in  so  doing, 
to  save  the  time  of  the  Senate  he  mored  to  by  the  wbtdc 
subject  on  the  table. 

The  question  on  tbb  motion  bdng  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  it  was  decided  in  the  afi)nnatire~S3  to  SO. 

[So  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  decinon 
of  this  motion  in  the  affirmative  bad  the  effect  to  prevent 
the  printing.  It  is  understood  that  the  ^ews  of  the  com- 
mittee are  la  fiiror  of  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  iron  im- 
ported.] 

GENERAL  APPBOPBIATION  BILL. 

The  Senate  sgain  resumed,      in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  miridng  appropriationB  for  the  support  of 
Govcniment  tot  tbe  year  1831— 4he  question  beii^  on 
i^^reeingtothe  amendment  of  the  ComDuttee  of  Finuice, 
yegterday  amended. 

Mr.  FOOT  rose  to  make  a  few  general  remarks  on 
the  inereastng  expenditures  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  P.  said^  we  are  indeed  fallen  on  evil  times.  The  ap- 
plication of  the  "searching operation,"  mentimied  by  Gene- 
mi  Jackson  in  his  iiMUigur»l  address,  has  become  indispensa- 
ble to  sare  the  treasufy  from  bankruptcy.  The  siren  song 
of  retrenchment,  economy,  and  reform,  has  lost  its  &sci 
nating  charms.  Broad  and  bold  assertions  will  no  longn- 
be  received  as  proof  of  economy,  while  the  public  docu- 
ments prove  them  tobe  &lse;  the  people  will  no  longer  be 
deceived  by  these  hackneyed  terms,  nor  can  the  present 
ndministrttion  be  screened  from  censure  by  charging  their 
predcceiNn  with' «astcfalexlrsnigMce,"wlivnthe  docu- 


ments fiimish  (xmvincing  proof  that  the  present  is  the 
most  extravagant  administration  that  has  ever  wielded  the 
destinies  of  the  nation.  He  called  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  documents  in  proof  of  his  assertion,  and  pre- 
sented a  statement  taken  from  the  printed  reports  from 
the  denartments,  -firom  wUch  he  gnre  the  con^aiativa 
expenaituret  between  the  two  last  years  of  Mr.  Adams's 
administmlioiH  snd  the  two  first  of  Gtencml  Jackson's. 
Appropriations  in  1837,  -  .  $11,315,568  95 
1838,      '  -         12,326,482  59 


MaUng 


In  the  yetr  1829,  - 
Do.  1830,  - 


«23,643,051  54 

ftll.766,534  65 
14.844,090  69 


Total  m  the  two  fint  yean  of  General 
Jackson's  econonucal  admitHstration,  426*610,615  34 


Making  sn  excess  of  ezpeiuUture  in 
two  yean,  above  tbe  expense- in  Mr. 
Adams*s  administration,  of 


#3,960,563  80 


And  of  this  excess,  nearly  half  in  the 

civil  list — 
Civil  list,  1837,  - 
1836,  . 


Making 


$1,718,837  04 
1,737,887  35 

«3,456,734  39 


Civil  list,  1839, 
1830. 


$3,387,303  53 
3.353,461  81 


$4,739,764  34 


Making  an  excess  in  the  civil  list  alone 
during  the  two  first  years  of  General 
Jackson's  administration. 

The  amount  of  appropriationsoontained 
in  the  bill  for  the  support  of  Govern* 
mcnt,for  1831,  now  under  conside- 
ration, as  passed  by  the'  House  of  Re- 
presentatives,   -  •  - 

Pro^KMed  amendments  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Knanee  of  the  Senate, 


$1,283,039  95 


$2,050,779  64 
131,000  00_ 
$2,171,779  64 


Making  in  the  whole. 

This  extraordinary  increase  of  expenditure  speaks  a 
language  not  to  be  misunderstood.  Ifany  Senatordoubts 
the  &ct,  let  him  examine  the  printed  docomenta,  and  be 
will  find  the  statement  corect---the  statement  befiJre  lum 
was  taken  from  those  documents. 

Do  you  ask,  how  can  tfaeae  things  hti  It  is  easily  ac- 
counted for  hy  the  increased  expense  in  every  depart- 
ment— by  establishing  new  bureaus — by  creating  new 
offices — o^  mereasing  salaries  and  contingent  expenses — 
by  increani^  tiie  number  of  clerks — and  by  every  otlker 
possible  means  for  rewarding  pditical  partisajM.  Fifty- 
two  additional  jiages  in  the  Bhie  Book,  of  names  of  offi- 
cers, will  give  some  eviddnce  of  an  increase  in  the  nam- 
ber — the  recalling  of  four  mimstera,  and  some  charges 
d'afiaircs,  will  account  for  about  $80,000  increased  ex- 
pense during  the  first  year  of  this  cfxmomical  admuiiatrli- 
tion — the  onice  of  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  crested  at 
the  last  session  to  perform  a  part  of  the  duties  of  the 
Fifth  Auditor,- as  agent  for  the  treasury,  has  called  for  an 
extra  appropriation  of  near  $10,000. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  we  need  tbe  aid  and  faithful  service 
of  another  "radical  committee,"  as  the  select  commitee 
of  1820  has  been  called  by  the  chairman  of  tlie  Committee 
of  Finance,  which  he  lumself  has  acknowledged  sKTcd  three 
anllioni  of  dolltn  to  tbe  treasury,  toarratHieiniagrcsi' 
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of  the  Goremment  in  its  downward  road  to  bankraptcy 
and  ruin. 

The  amendment  vraa  then  a^ced  to. 

Various  other  amendments  were  made,  and  the  bill 
hannr  been  got  through  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  bulandamendments  were  reported  to  the  Senate;  and 

The  amendment  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wkb- 
•TEB  coming  upf  Ur.  SMITH,  of  Maryland*  moved  to 
•tiikeoutfiromtlie  aalaxjrof  a  drogoman,  $500;  which  vaa 
negatived. 

Mr.  HAYNG  moved  to  strike  out  the  provision  fur  a 
student  of  languages;  which  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative—yeas 29,  nays  13. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  of  Hr. 
'WxBSTEB,  as  amended,  and  determined  in  the  affirmative, 
as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Burnet,  Chambers,  Chase,  Clayton,  Dudley,  Ellis,  For- 
syth, FreUnghuysen,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Holmes, 
Iredell,  Johnston,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  Livingston, 
Marks,  Natidain,  Foindexter,  Robbins,  R&binson,  Sanford, 
Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Maryland^  Smith,  of  South 
Carolina,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  TVoup,  Tyler,  Webster, 
Woodbury — 39. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bibb,  Foot,  McKinley,  Hiiggles. — 4. 
'  Mr.  BIBB  moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso,  yesterday 
adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tt  lkr  ;  but  gave  way  for 

Mr.  KINO,  who  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
"Provided,"  and  insert  a  proviso  more  general  in  iu  na- 
ture, refertinr  not  only  to  the  present  and  past  adimnistra- 
tion,  but  to  alt  former  admuiistrations. 

After  some  conversation  between  Meian.  Woodbdbx, 
Wbvbtbb,  and  Holmkh, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  called  for  a  division  of  the  question,  so 
as  first  to  determine  on  striking  out. 

The  question  was  negatived— yeas  10,  nays  23. 

Mr.  RING  now  renewed  a  motiim  Tie  had  before  made, 
to  strike  out  from  the  proviso  the  words  "by  the  Presi- 
dent alone,"  and  *'a  treaty;"  but  the  motion  was  declared 
not  to  be  in  order,  the  Senate  having  just  determined  that 
it  would  not  strike  out  any  part  lolet  the  wgrd  "Pro- 
vided." 

Mr.  BIBB  now  renewed  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
whole  of  the  proviso,  wlticli,  after  an  explanation  by  Mr. 
Ttlbb,  of  his  object  in  oflcring  it,  ^adaroing  any  inten- 
tion of  giving  it  a  particular  application  to  the  Prendent, 
was  determined  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chaae,  Dudley, 
Forsyth,  Grundy,  Kane,  King,  Livingaton,  HclUnley, 
Bobbins,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Mary  land,  -  Snuth,  of  South 
Carolina,  Troup,  Woodbury. — 17. 

KAYS. — Mesn^.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Cham- 
bers, Clayton,  F.llia,  Foot,  FMlinghuvsen,  Hayne,  Hen- 
dricks, Holmes,  Iredell,  Johnston,  Knight,  Maries,  Naudun, 
Poindezter,  Ru^es,  Seymour,  Sil^e,  Sprague,  'Doe- 
WeH,  Tyler,  Webster — 25. 

Mr.  KAirit'a  amendment  was  amended,  by  striking  out 
the  words  "in  addition  to,"  and  insetting  the  words,  in 
aid  of,  and  thus  amended  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  mxth  amendment  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

*•  For  the  outfit  and  salsry  of  a  cbarg^  d'affiiirea  and  a 
drogmnan  at  Constantinople,  and  for  tiie  contingent  ex- 

genses  of  the  legation,  ^136,500 :  that  is  to  say,  for  the  out- 
tofacharg^  d'affaires,  $4,500;  for  the  salary  of  the  same, 
$4,500{  for  the  salary  of  a  drogoman,  ^,500;  for  the  con> 
tingent  expenses  of  the legntion,  $25,000. 

"  For  compensation  to  the  persons  heretofore  employed 
in  our  intercourse  with  the  Sublime  Porte,  the  further 
sum  of  1^15,000.  in  aid  of  the  sum  of  $35,000,  appro, 
priated  for  the  cootiiigent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse : 
I'nnikd,  aboaya.  That  nothinff  in  tlusaet  contuned  shall 
be  construed  as  sanetioiM^  or  in  any  way  ap|irovkig,  1^ 
apponttmeift  «f  these  petions  by  the  President  alMie» 


during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and  without  their  advice 
and  consent,  as  commisHOoers  to  negotiate  a  treaty  mth 
the  Ottoman  Porte." 

The  amendmenta  were  then  cndcred  to  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time;  sad  then  . 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

MoNDAT,  Fkbuvabt  S8. 
DEATH  OF  UR.  NOBLK. 

On  tiie  Senate  being  ciJled  to  order — 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  rose,  and  SMd,  it  becomes,  Mr.  Pren- 
dent, my  painful  duty  to  announce  to  the  Senate'tlie  death 
of  my  respected  colleague.  He  departed  this  life  on 
Saturday  evening  last,  atten  o'clock.  '  His  services  in  this 
body  liave  been  faithful  und  umnterrupted  for  the  last 
fifteen  years.  They  have  been  honorable  to  himself,  and 
useful  to  his  country}  but  man  goeth  to  his  long  home, 
and  with  him  these  services  have  terminated  in  the  meri- 
dian of  lifo.  He  had  indeed  lived  to  see  hb  cariy  asso- 
ciates in  the  business  of  this  House  retire  to  other  spheres 
of  life,  or,  like  himstlf,  pass  silently  into  tlie  gruTc;  yet  his 
IHends  might  reasonably  have  hoped  and  expected  for  him 
a  longer  period  of  usefulness  and  distinction.  On  an  oc- 
currence like  the  present,  and  especially  standing,  as  1  do, 
in  the  midst  of  a  circle  so  intioutely  acquainted  with  ttic 
deceased,  it  will  not  be  expected  of  me  to  pronounce  his 
eulogy;  but  lean  speak,  and  I  may  be  permitted 'to  speak 
in  the  language  of  early  and  well-tried  personal  friendship 
of  one  highly  prized,  not  oitly  by  myself,  but  by  the  State 
he  has  so  long  had  the  honor  to  represent,  of  an  individual 
idolized  by  almost  every  circle  in  which  heevermfived. 
He  was  a  bold  and  fearless  politician,  warm  and  generous 
in  his  feelings.  He  had  a  heart  that  responded  to  e\-ery 
advance  of  sympatliy  and  benevolence;  a  heart  fcffmed  for 
the  most  ardent  attacbmenb.  Open  and  undisgniaed*  the 
prominent  traits  of  his  character  were  ahraj'sljefore  the 
world)  but  a  long  period  of  familiar  acquaintance  could 
only  develop  the  ardor,  the  devotion,  and  the  value 
his  friendship.  For  such  an  associate,  it  may  well  be  per- 
mitted us  to  mourn,  and  well  assured  am  I,  that,  in  paying 
these  lost  honors  to  his  memory,  we  arc  but«giving  ex- 
presaon  to  the  feelings  of  every  member  of  the  Senate. 
His  society  1  have  enjoyed  when  he  was  in  health.  In 
nckness  ]  have  frequent^  been  near  tnm,  and  endeavored 
to  soothe  his  hours  of  anguisli  and  diatress;  and  1  bad  an 
opportunity  of  watching  with  intense  anxie^,  and  great 
solicitude,  the  last  moments  of  his  life. 

Mr.  BURNET  tlien  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  agreed  to: 

Hesohedy  tmoMimotufy,  That  a  eomimttee  be  appointed 
to  take  order  for  supennteadir^  the  funeral  of  the  Hon. 
JixBs  No  blb,  deceased,  which  will  take  place  at  half  past 
eleven  o'clock  tiiis  day,  and  tint  the  Senate  will  attend 
the  same;  and  that  notice  of  this  event  be  given  to  the 
House  of  Kopresentstives. 

The  CHAIR  suted  that,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  upon  being  yesterday  informed  of  the  desth  of  the 
late  Senator  from  Indiana,  he  had  appointed  a  Committee 
of  Arrangement,  and  pall  bearers;  and  hoped  the  course 
he  had  pursued  would  not  be  ttisapprored  of. 

Mr.  BURNET  then  submitted  the  Mlowing  resolutions; 
which  were  adopted: 

Masolvtd,  unanimoutfy,  That  the  members  of  the  Sen- 
ate, frdm  a  sincere  desire  of  lowing  every  mark  of  re- 
spect due  to  the  memory  ttf*tbe-Hon.  Jixas  Nobu,  de- 
ceased, their  late  associate,  will  go  into  fnournit^  for  him 
for  one  month,  by  the  usual  mode  of  wearii^crBpe  round 
the  left  arm. 

AetoW,  manimoutfy.  That,  as  sn  additional  nnTfc  of 
re^ct  for  tiie  memory  of  the  Hon.  Jairs  Nobm,  the 
Senate  do  now  at^oum. 

[The  body  of  the  deoeuedwu  then  broogbt  into  the 
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chamber  of  the  Senate,  and  placed  in  front  of  the  Secre- 
tary's desk.  Soon  after  which,  the  Houie  of  Rcpresen- 
Utives,  preceded  b>  their  Spuker  and  Olerk,  together 
with  their  Sergeatit-at-Arms,  entered  the  chamber,  and 
were  immediately  followed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
State*,  the  Heads  of  Departmeats,  and  the  Judges  gf  the 
Sopreine  Court,  who  respectively  took  the  seats  prepared 
for  them.  The  Uhaplain  to  the  Senate  (the  Rev.  Mr. 
Johns)  dien  rose,  and  delirered  in  doouent  ud  very 
impresHve  addresi,  which  was  followed  bj  a  ferrent 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley,  the  Chapliun  to  the 
House.  A  proceMion  was  then  formed,  ana  proceeded 
to  the  Eastern  Branch  burial  ground,  where  the  remains 
of  the  deceased  were  solemnly  interred.] 

At  half  past  one  o'clock  the  Senate agun  assembled. 

Mr.  WBBSTEH  asid,  that,  supposing  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures  was  prepared  to  make  the 
counter  report  (of  which  be  had  spoken  on  Saturday,)  be 
wwiU  move  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  select  committee 
on  the  subject  of  a  reduction  of  tbt  duties  on  iroA,  with 
a  view  to  ordering  it  to  be  printed. 

Mr,  HAYNE  withdrew  Uie  motion  which  was  made  by 
Mr.  WsBsTKB  on  Saturday,  and  accepted  by  btm,  for  its 
reference  to  the  Comouttee  on  Maouiacturcsi  and  so  the 
printisr  was  wdered. 

Mr.  DICKEBSON  then  presented  %  paper,  which  he 
slated  to  ha  the  news  of  the  mincxHy  of  the  select  emi- 
nntteei  but  the  CH  AlB  declared  that  it  could  not  be  receiv- 
ed as  such. 

Mr-  D.  then  presented  it  as  an  individual  Senator. 

Mr.  HATNB  called  for  the  reading  of  the  paper. 

Mr.  fiSUNUY  moved  to  Jay  the  whde  subject  on  the 
table,  with  a  view  to  'an  opportunity  to  order  the 
general  appropriation  bdl,  as  amended,  to  a  third  reading- 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  najw  were  wdcred,  and  it 
was  decided  in  the  negiiive — 15  to  SO. 

The  question  then  being  on  receivii^  the  paper,  a 
short  debate  arose  between  Messrs.  Kik»,  Dickkbkoit, 
and  HiTiTit  which  was  arrested  by  a  motion  of  Mr.  Foot 
to  lay  it  on  tiie  tablet  which  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  it  was  ordered,  Uiat 
when  the  Senate  take  a  recess  to^ay,  it  shall  be  till  mx. 
o'clock  P.  M. 

BVS9I1T0  SBSSIDlr. 

The  Senate  met  against  o'clock,  and  continued  in 
session  till  eleven.  Agreaf  numberof  bills  was  passed,  but 
nothing  of  material  importance  was  transacted. 

TCESTTAT,  Mabch  1. 

DUTIES  o;n  iron. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  moved  t]»t  the  Senate  now  proceed 
to  conmder  the  paper  yesterday  submitted  by  him  as  the 
views  of  the  minority  uf  the  select  committee  on  the 
subject  of  reducing  the  duties  on  iron. 

Mr-  HAYNE  said  he  would  be  ghd  to  know  what 
coune  diould  be  adopted  respecting  it  when  taken  up— 
if  it  were  iirtended  to  have  tt  ptinted  as  an  argument 
agaisM  the  report  of  the  select  eomndtteevhich  he  bad 
presented,  he  wished  to  know  if  the  geoUeman  would 
have  any  objection  to  his  having  an  Muwer  tp  that  argu- 
ment In  like  manner  printed.  wThe  report  of  the  commit- 
tee—of the  m^ority  of  the  committee,  bad  already  been 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  document  of  the  gentleman 
from  Mew  Jersey,  [Mr.  DicKsasoa,]  which  exhibited  the 
viem  of  the  nuiority  of  that  ctHoiiuttec,  comM  not  now 
go  with  it  unless  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  the  oripnal 
report  were  ordered  to  be  printed.  To  this  he  would 
have  no  ohjection,  provided  his  answer  or  rejoinder  to 
that  aiwument  went  along  with  it.  If  the  printing  of  the 
original  report  for  tiie  use  of  the  Senate  had  not  in  the 
first  i^e  been  refused— a  sourse  which  had  been  well 
said  by  the  Senator  fromAlibaina  [Mr.  Kuo]  was  alto- 
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gether  unprecedented,  and  out  of  the  regular  mode 
adopted  with  every  report  of  a  committee,  lie  [Mr. 
Hayxz]  mi^t  not  have  thought  of  standing  on  hii  right. 
As  it  was,  he  conceived  he  nad  an  equal  right,  if  this 
practice  of  allowing  individual  members  of  a  committee 
to  print  tlieir  argtimenti  against  a  report  were  tolerated, 
to  expect  his  rejoinder  to  tliat  argument  to  be  printed-— 
and  if  tlie  gentleman  chose  to  repl^  to  that,  he  [Mr.  H.] 
would  be  prepared  with  a  replication  to  that  argument, 
and  thus  go  on  and  ask  for  all  to  be  printed  for  the  use  M 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  replied  that  his  sole  object  was  to 
present  the  views  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  on 
tlie  su^ect.  But  be  only  presented  it  as  the  views  of 
himself  and  another  in  their  individual  capacity,  and  as 
individuals  they  had  a  right  to  ask  for  thoife  views  to  be 
printed.  Tt  was  a  right  which  they  in  ccmimon  with 
others  possessedt  and  was  it  not  the  case  that  the  views  of 
individuals  respecting  the  subjects  of  memorials  even 
were  frequently  printed?  He  would  have  no  objection  to 
the  gentleman's  rejoinder  being  printed,  provided  he 
was  informed  what  it  would  be;  but,  before  deciding,  it 
would  be  but  proper  to  know  something  respecting  it 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said,  if  this  practice  were 
sanctioned,  it  would  put  an  end  to  all  their  former  rules  of 
proceedingt  it  was  unparliamentary  and  quite  unprece- 
dented. It  would  now  appear  that  we  were  to  have  a 
counter  report — an  answer  to  that,  and  thus  lie  did  not 
know  where  it  was  to  have  an  end.  The  subject  ap- 
peared to  lead  to  debatct  there,  were  many  bills  from  die 
other  House  which  it  was  necessary  to  take  up  mthout 
loss  of  time,  and  he  would  therefi>rr  move  that  the  paper 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said,  for  lus  part  he  would  have  no  (4>- 
jection  to  the  pkn  which  the  gentlenuui  ftaca  South 
Curotina  [Mr.  Bath]  bad  laid  out  for  himsdlf  to  puriue, 
if  he  [Mr.  H.]  were  aUowed  also  to  adopt  it,  and  to 
write  during  the  recess,  while  time  might  bang  heavy  on 
his  hands,  a  further  replication  to  the  gentleman's  repli- 
cation, and  this  too  to  be  printed  at  the  public  expense. 
He  bad  also,  he  confessed,  Uke  the  honorable  Senator,  a 

E enchant  for  making  an  occasional  speech,  and  for  seeing 
imself  in  print  now  and  aceuni  and  he  Imped,  )f  tins  new 
system  were  to  be  adopted,  that  the  privilege  whioh  he, 
laid  claim  to^  would  also  be  extended  to  him. 

Mr.  CLAYTUN  suggeMed  that  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey  [Mr.  DjCKxasoir]  might  better  accomplish  his  pur- 
pose, if  the  Committee  on  Hanu&ctuniB,  of  which  he  wao 
chairman,  were  to  report  on  the  sune  subject. 

Mr.  DICKEBSON  exphuned,  and  innated  on  lus  ririlt, 
from  former  precedenti,  that  hia  paper,  which  exUbited 
a  view  of  two  individuak  who  had  lonned  a  minority  of 
the  committee,  should  be  received)  and  said,  ifitwerv  not 
intended  to  carry  the  matter  ad  mfaiUvnh  the  Senate  oould 
say  where  it  was  to  stop. 

Afler  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Hlxmi  and  Mr. 
KiKC,  the  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Skitr'b  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table,  when  it  was  negatived  by  a  vote  of  19 
to  12.  / 

Mr,  HATNE  then  morad,  as  an-  amendment  to  tiie 
ori^al  motion  for  the  receiving  of  Mr.  Dicuuov'a 
report,  whidi  was  still  peiM^g,  that  the  views  the 
majoritj*  of  the  committee  in  replication  to  that  paper  be 
also  printed.  ' 

The  question  on  this  last  amendment  being  first  taken, 
it  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Hami  handed  in  the  replica- 
tion accordingly. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  that,  in  regard  to  a  report  from  a 
mioorifyofa  committee,  although,  strietly  tpa^i^  there 
could  be  no  such  thing,  as  a  oommittee  was  a  regular 
appnnted  body  and  constituted  a  whole,  stiH,  although  it 
might  b*  trrqfular  for  the  minority  to  report  as  such,  in  a 
casehkft  the  present, he  thought  they  were  entitled  to 
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give  their  viewi  u  individiub  on  the  policy  of  »  meuure 
to  which  they  h«d  always  been  opposed,  and  which  went 
to  recommend  a  system  to  the  country  which  was  alto- 
gether new.  He  would  therefore  vote  in  faror  of  the 
document  beings  received. 

Mr.  GRUNOT  sud  he  would  vote  a^lnst  it,  because 
he  thourirt  any  other  individual  in  the  Senate  bad  an 
equal  right  to  mitt  his  views  on  the  subject,and  have  them 
printed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  receiving  the  paper 
presented  by  Mr.  Digkkbsoit,  when  the  motion  was  car- 
ried by  a  vote  of  19  to  18. 

Mr.  SHIl'H,  of  Maryland,  moved  that  when  the  Senate 
adjaiim  to-day,  it  shall  adjourn  to  meet  to-morrow  atten 
o'clock.    The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INSOLVENT  DEBTORS  OF  THR  UNITED  STATES. 

'  The  bin  Ibr  the  relief  certmin  inacdTent  debtors  of 
the  United  States  was  then  taken  up,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

WSBBTH. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  then  said,  the  object  of  this  important 
and  long  desired  measure  was  to  enule  tbe  Government, 
in  pn^er  cases,  and  by  a  just  and  safe  procee^ng,  to 
compromise  witii  cerbun  m  its  insolvent  debtors.  He 
looked  on  tMs  object  as  equally  politic  and  bunwne.  I'hc 
relation  of  debtor  and  cretUtor  was  a  delicate  onej  many 
practical  consequences  ordinarily  sprang  from  itj  and  it 
was  not  expedient  that  large  nun^ers  of  persons  should 
bear  this  relation  to  tiie  Government,  without  the  hope  of 
ever  changing  it.  It  naturally  cherished  feelings  not  the 
most  friendly,  to  the  discharge  of  sodal  and  p^itical  du> 
tia.  HopdeM  debt,  too,  teratinates  the  active  agency 
and  effective  efforts  of  most  of  those  who  have  become 
subject  to  it.  Their  exertions,  their  enterprise,  their  use- 
fulness, are  in  a  §^^t  measure  lost  to  society.  Few  will 
struggle  under  a  weight  which  they  know,  struggle  as 
tliey  may,  can  never  be  moved.  Few  will  exert  them- 
selves, under  the  consciousness  that  the  utmost  exertion 
will  never  enable  them  to  throw  off  or  to- break  the  chain 
which  binds  them,  and  to  place  themselves  again  in  R  con- 
dition to  enter  the  employments,  the  business  uid  the 
engt^men*"  of  society.  It  was  wise,  therefore^  in  his 
opinion,  that  every  hopelessly  instrfventdebtorto  Govern- 
ment, should  be  able  to  ask  inquiry  into  his  case,  and  the 
cauTCS  of  his  inability,  and  to  show  his  honesty  and  his  mis- 
fortune, and  then  tuive  the  power  of  making  his  peace 
with  his  creditor;  to  have  his  qmetut,  in  the  language  of 
the  old  law,  and  be  encouragedi  once  more,  to  su^  ef- 
forts, and  such  services,  as  his  social  and  domestic  duties 
fflay  reqi^  of  Um. 

This  being  the  general  object  of  the  bill,  saM  Mr.  W., 
it  proceeds,  in  the  first  pUoe,  to  distinguish  clearly  and 
broadly  between  mere  debt  and  official  delinquency.  This 
distinction  Is  founded,  not  only  in  true  poUey,  but  In  cor- 
rect morals  also.  Unpaid  debt  is  one  ming;  violated  trust 
very  maeb  andther  thing.  Delinquency,  or  ftihire  in  the 
diseharge  of  ofRcial  du^,  indi  neither  ftvor  nor  indul- 
gence h)  any  of  the  nrorisions  of  this  tnU.  Principals  m 
official  bonds,  and  ul  persons'  who  have  received  money 
to  be  paid  into  tbe  treasury,-or  who  have  received  it  from 
the  treasury,  for  public  disbursement,  are  cut  off  from  all 
its  benefits.  This  is  just.  It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark, 
however,  that,  in  tbe  history  of  our  Government,  the  pub- 
lic lias  lost  infinitely  leas  by  public  debtors,  than  by  public 
officers  and  servants.  Six  or  seven  hundred  nullionsof 
<lollars  have  been  received  into  the  treaiury,  ahnoit  all , 
by  b  eing  first  secured  by  bond,  with  onlf  a  lorn  of  tbt  half 
of  one  per  cent.  This  net  speaks  much,  not  only  to  the 
credit  of  the  system,  but  abo  for  the  integrity  and  punc- 
tually of  the  American  mercantile  character.  No  Go- 
vernment in  the  world,  1  believe,  collect*  its  revenues 
with  more  certmintv,  or  more  economy,  than  oun .  But  it 
miut  be  conftaK^  tiMt  vhen  we  proceed  to  tiie  next 


stage,  and  look  into  the  disburaemenU  made  out  of  the 
treasury  for  the  objects  of  Government,  and  to  the  degree 
of  fidelity  and  correctness  which  has  there  prevailed,  our 
experience  has  been  far  less  gratifying.  Tbe  selected 
servants  of  the  Ciovemment  have  lost  us  thonsandii,  where 
those  whom  the  laws  and  the  course  of  business  have 
compelled  to  become  our  debtors  at  the  custom-house, 
have  hardly  lost  us  a  dollar.  The  mercantile  cbaiacter  luia 
richly  earned  this  distinction.  In  all  times  it  has  shown 
itself  worthy  to  l>e  relied  on  ( in  all  times,  HI  prosperity  and 
adversity,  in  peace  and  in  war,  amidst  iU  toe  events  that 
usually  affect  national  income,  or  shock  systems  of  finance* 
tbe  Government  has  alwa3rs  felt  that  what  was  due  to  it 
from  tbe  commercial  community  was  to  be  counted  on  as 
so  much  already  in  its  coficn.  DeStcura  of  this  clasi^  be- 
con^g  instdvent  without  imputation  of  ftaod  or  didionea- 
ty,  have  hit  claims  to  a  ^schargv.  On  tbe  ottier  band, 
let  the  severity  of  the  law  continue  towards  public  delin- 
quency. Let  th(»e  who  soUcit  public  trusts  understand* 
once  for  all,  that  a  rigorous  rule  will  be  appjiedi  tiut  ft 
perfect  accounting  will  be  exacted;  and  that  debts,  cre- 
ated by  (Usregarded  duty,  and  a  violated  trust,  is  a  fetter 
never  to  be  broken. 

The  bill,  sir,  proposes  a  public  and  open  proceedin|^ 
to  ascertain  the  facts  in  each  particular  case.  The  in- 
solvent debtor  is  to  apply  b^  petition,  setting  fordi  the 
hxta  of  his  case.  Hie  petition  u  to  be  referred  to  com- 
missioners, who  are  to  inqnire  into  it,  viUi  power  to  ex- 
amine the  petitioner,  and  any  other  person^  on  oatt^ 
respecting  me  whole  matter  before  themt  snd  tiiey  are  to 
be  attended  by  an  agent  on  the  part  of  the  Gofsrnmcnt* 
to  interpose  objections,  and  demand  exphnsdons  of  what- 
ever may  appear  to  require  explanation.  Tbe  fiiCts  tiboa 
»scertained  are  to  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury;  and  thereupon  he  ii  authorised  to  compound 
and  compromise  the  debt,  accordingto  the  circumstances, 
and  discbarge  the  debtor. 

It  might  be  expected,  perhaps,  that  tbe  bill  would  have 
provided  that,  in  every  case,  if  no  fraud  or  unfiumeas 
appeared,  and  clear  insolvency  and  inability  to  pay  were 
made  muiifest,  a  discharge  shouM  be  nanted  of  coBise. 
But;  from  what  was  known  in  regvd  to  some  t:dt6ag 
cases,  it  was  th0U|^t  better  still  to  leave  the  Secretary 
some  discretion.  It  is  known  that  tiicre  are  cases  in  which, 
by  tiie  contributions  of  friends  and  conneajotis,  or  other 
means,  conuderable  sums  would  have  be^  paid  if  dis- 
charges could  liave  been  obtained!  which  cases,  without 
such  project  of  discharge,  would  be  cases  of  neat  and 
totallcAs.  SothatoneefTectof  ttusTetjmeuorewSndoubt- 
lesa  be,  to  cause  receipts  into  tlie  treiiury  of  considerable 
sums,  on  account  of  debts,  no  part  of  which,  without  it, 
would  ever  have  been  collected. 

The  next  important  characteristic  of  the  bill  is,  that  in 
its  operation  it  is  altogether  retrospective.  It  is  not  n 
stanuing  provirion.  It  applies  only  to  past  cases.  Its 
object  IS  to  settle  up  and  dose  cases  of  insolvency,  l<mjr 
nnce  happening,  and  still  custinfft  to  make  a  sort  w 
half  century  jubilee,  and  set  aU  Ae  honest  and  anfortanate 
once  more  free  from  the  demands  of  Government  debts. 

We  see  that,  in  tbe  indivi^I  concerns  of  commercial 
men,  it  is  found  indispensable  that  some  system,  having 
the  actual  effect  of  a  system  of  bankruptcy,  should  be 
adopted.  Congress  dues  not  seem  disposed  to  exercise 
its  undisputed  power  of  esubhshing  such  n  lyHteM  flir 
whole  country,  by  lawi  no  Sti^  can  establU  sn^  a 
system,  except  to  a  partial  extent;  and  most  of  tte  Btntes 
have  not  attempted  to  provide  any  at  aU.  But  voluntary 
asngnments,  and  voluntary  dischaiges,  have  come  into 
very  general  use,  from  the  absolnte  necesnty  of  the  ease, 
individuals  thus  establish  rules  of  distribution  of  effects, 
and  for  tiie  discharge  fiwra  debts,  for  tbemselvea.  But 
Government  has  not  the  power  which  bekmgs  Uuis  to  a 
private  mdiHot,    The  treasury  cannot  «MiqiroBuse  w 
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diicluFge  the  ddtt,  in  uiy  cue,  vritbout  full  pajnuent 
Under  this  act,  m  to  pait  obligations,  it  trill  poveM  that 
pover;  mnd  vhen  ita  opermtimi  ilull  hare  been  seen  and 
tried  bj  experience,  it  will  be  eompeteot  to  Congress  to 
repeat  the  provision,  at  a  proper  time  henafteri  or  not  to 
repeat  it.  as  its  wisdom  shall  see  fit. 

As  I  do  not  antiopate  usj  objeetion  to  the  principle  of 
tiie  Inll,  I  shall  no  lon^r  preas  a  daini  on  that  tinae  and 
tiiat  attention  of  the  Senate,  vUch  ore  demanded  by  so 
niai^  other  ureent  subjects.  I  wish,  however,  not  to  re- 
sume my  seat  before  I  express  my  sense  of  the  obligation 
which  the  public  is  under  to  the  distinguished  genUeman 
in  the  other  House,  on  whom  it  devoln^,  in  the  dis- 
diarge  of  hia  duties  there,  to  take  the  lead  in  this  mea- 
sure. .  I  feel  that  he  has  rendered  a  substantial  amice  to 
the  country?  that  the  bill  which  he  has  matured  and 
supported  through  the  House  to  which  he  bdongs,  wilt 
be  a  joyoufl  relief,  and  a  great  blessing,  to  many  honest 
and  valuable  citizens;  and  both  useful  and  safe  to  the  Go- 
remment.  I  am  happy  in  seconding  here  that  which  he 
has  so  well  sustained  euewhere;  and  am  denroui,  for  one, 
of  expressing'  my  thanks  for  his  zealous  devotion  to  this 
object,  and  bs  socoeasfiil  lead  in  ita  aceompliriimrat 

The  bill  wastiien  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  Senate  then,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  jmlitary  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1831.  The  several  amendments  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Finance  were  agreed  to,  the  most  import- 
ant of  which  was  to  strike  out  100,000  dollars,  and  insert 
300,000,  as  the  sum  to  be  appropriated  for  the  present 
year  for  arming  the  new  Tortificatioiis. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  submitted  a  further  amendment  ap- 
propriating 930,000  for  the  purchase  of  small  arms  for 
the  militia,  that  amount  hanng  been  withdrawn  from  the 
fund  for  arming  the  militia,  for  the  purchase  of  artillery. 

Mr.  KING  opposed  the  motion,  and  Mr.  CLAYTON 
supported  it 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Marjland,.  the 
amendment  was  rejected. 

The  amendments  were  then  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  severally  concurred  in. 

Vx.  CLAYTON  renewed  his  motion  to  amend,  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ita  adoptlonj  which  were 
ordered. 

Messrs.  SMITH,  of  Md.,  KING,  and  HAYNE  opposed 
the  amendment,  andHesnv.  CHAMBERS  and  CLAYTON 
supported  it 

The  question  b«ng  finally  put-  on  the  amendment,  it 
was  negatived,  as  fbUows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Chambers,  Ch'ase,  Clay- 
t(H),  Dickerson,  Frelingiiuysen,  Hendricks,  Marks,  Nau- 
dain,  Robbins,  Rugbies,  Sanford,  Silsbee,  Spragtie, 
Webster.  Willey.— 17.  . 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Burnet,  Ellis, 
Foot,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Iredell,  Johnston,  Kane, 
lung^  Knight,  Living^n,  McKinley,  Poindexter,  Robin- 
son, Seymour,  Smith,  ofMd.,  Smith,  of  S.X.,  Tazewell, 

Troup,  Tyler,  Woodbuiy  S5. 

CONGRBSSIONAL  DOCUMENTS. 

The  bin  flom  tho  Hbote,  making  proviiioo  fbr  a  sub* 
•cription  to  a  compilBtion  ftf  Coi^esrional  Doeaments, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Conrndttee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  POINDBXTER  moved  its  reffermcc  to  tiie  Com- 
mittee on  the  library. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  hoped  it  would  not  be  referred;  if 
it  wtMt  it  would  have  the  effect  to  destroy  the  bill.  "Hie 
subject  h«d  been  before  so  flilly  Ascuised  hi  the  Beoafe, 
that  it  was  wholly  unneeesMiy  a  reference  riiould  take 


Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  the  wopoaed  reference  was  un- 

neeessaiy,  as  the  subject  had  already  been  before  the 
joint  library  Committee. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  then  withdrew  hia  awtion  for  re- 
commitment, uid  submitted  an  amendment  which  should 
confine  the  selectiou  to  documantairtuch  had  already  bees 
printed. ' 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  thoa|^t  an  amendiMot  of  tilts  kind 
would  ieiA  toenlarfe  the  number  of  vtdumes  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  HAYNE  thought  the  bill  should  be  referred. 
After  some  remarks  between  Messrs.  CHAMBERS, 
WOODBURY,  HAYNE,  BOBBINS,  and  DICKEBSON, 
Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  ky  the  bUl  on  the 
t^et  wbkh  motion  was  deddedas  fbUowsi 

YEAS.-— Messrs.  Benton,  Brovn,  Diekerstm,  Dudl^* 
Ellis,  Fonytfa,  Oundy,  Hayne,  Iredell,  Kane^  Kinr,  Mo- 
Kinley,  Poindexter,  'Bobmson,  Sanford,  («  lid.. 

Tazewell,  Traup,  Tyl^,  Woodbury.— 30. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet, Chambers,Chase, 
Clayton,  Foot,  Freling^uysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes^  John- 
ston, Kni^t,  Livingston,  Marks,  Nandun,  Bobbins,  Bug- 
gies, Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  8.  C.>Sprague,Wcb>ter» 
Willey.--33. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  refhr  tiie  bill  to  tiie  Coni- 
mittetf  on  the  Judiciary,  and  decided  as  fbllows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Grundy, 
Hayne,  Iredell,  King^ .  Poindexter,  Robinson,  Sanfora, 
Smith,  <iS  llirylNid,  TasewcU,  Troup,  l^ler,  Woodbu- 
ry.— 16. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Barton,  BeH,  Burnet, Chambers, Cbase, 
OUyton,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Foot,  Forsytit,  Prelin^uy- 
sen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane^  Knight,  LivinK^ 
ston,  Marks,  Naudain,  Robbins,  siugglea,  Seymour,  Siu- 
bee.  Smith,  of  S.  C,  Sprague,  Webster,  WiU^. — 17. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  then  spoke  in  bvor  of  his  amondp 
ment,  and  Mr.  LIVINGSTON  against  it|  when 

Mr.  WOODBURY  moved  to  lay  the  l»U  on  the  tablet 
which  was  negatived,  as  follows: 

YEAS .  — Meaars.  Benton,  Bibb,  Browiw  Diokeraim,  Dud- 
ley, EUia,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Haync^  Iredell,  Kane,  Siaig, 
McKinley,  P<nndexter,  Robinson,  E^ford,  Smith,  (rf'lb- 
ryland,  Taaewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  Woodbufy.-^l. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chamber^ 
Chase,  CUyton,  Foot,  Frelioghuysen,  Hendricks,  HQhne% 
Johnston,  Knif^t,  liviiuston,  Marfcj^  Naudain,  RoblHB% 
Buggies,  S^mour,  Siwe^  Smith,  «f  South  Carofim, 
Sprwue,  Webster,  Willey — S3. 

Aftier  a  tmestion  from  Mr.  WEBSTER,  and  a  few  ob- 
servations by  Messrs.  HAYNE  and  KINO,  the  latter 
moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Comnuttee  on  the  Contingeirt 
Fund  the  Senate.  This  notion  waa  ncgatiret^  as  fid- 
lows: 

■  YEAS.— Meiars.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Grundy, 
Hayne,  Iredell,  King,  McKinley,  P.(Hndexter,  Robinson, 
Sanfonl,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler. 

Woodbury  17. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chambers, 
Chase,  Clayton,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Fre> 
linf^huysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane,  Knigh^ 
liringstoo,  Marks,  Naudain,  Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Seyouiur, 
Sibbee,  Sn^tii,  of  South  Carcdina,  Sprague,  Webster. 
WiUey.^7. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Pomxxnm's 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — ^Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dickeraoi^ 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Gnindy,  Hayn^  Iredell,  Kane, 
King,  McKinley,  Pomdexter,  Bobinson,  Sanford,  Smitii, 
of  Miry  land,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  Woodbuiy. — 20. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bartm,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chambers, 
Chase,  Clayton,  Foo^  FreUn^ujweo,  Hendricks,  H<4meab 
Johnst(Hi,  Knight,  Ijvingston,  Ibrka,  Sbm^ui,  Robbins, 
Buggies,  Seymour,  Sibbee,  Smitl^  of  South  Carolina, 
Sprague,  Webster,  Willey.-^. 
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After  %  "few  remarks  from  Hr.  HATNE,  he  moved  to 
strike  out  750,  u  the  number  of  copies  to  be  printed, 
which  was  also  negvtired,  thua: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
Ellis,  For^h,  Onindy,  H«7ne,  Iredel),  Kane,  IUn{f,  Mc- 
KimUy,  Poindezter,  Robinson,  8«nfbrd,  Smith,  of  Mary- 
hnd.  Tazewell,  T)rler,  Woodbury — 19. 

NATS.— 'Heaars.  Barton,  Ben,  Burnet,  Chimbers, 
Chase,  Clsyton,  Dudley,  Toot,  Preling'huysen,  Hendricks, 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  IJTin^un,  Marks,  Naudain, 
Robbins,  Hugglei,  Seymour^  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  South 
Carolina,  Bprag^e,  Webster,  Willey. — 24. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  tlten  submitted  an  amendment,  to 
reduce  the  price  of  tiie  proposed  printing  twenty  per 
cent  below  Aat  paid  to  the  Congress  printer)  wUch 
nMtiou'was  nentived — 18  to  33. 

•  Mr.  HAYNk  then  subndtted  an  amendment  Bndting 
the  number  of  volumes  to  be  printed  to  fifteen. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  HENDRICKS, 
who  stated  his  reasons  for  tnc  vote  he  diould  give;  and 
Has  Amendment  was  negatived,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Dickerson,  Dudley, 
EUii,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Rayne,  Iredell,  Kane,  King,  Mc- 
Kinley,  Fmndexter,  Robinson,  Sanford,  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, Tazewell,  Tyler,  Woodbury.— 20. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chambers, 
Chase,  Clayton,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes, 
Johnston,  Knight,  Livingston,  Marks,  Naudain,  Robbiiis, 
Rug^es,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  South  Carolina, 
Sprmgue,  Willey,  Wi^ster.— 33. 

Mr.  FOINDEXTER  tfaen  moved  to  amend  tiie  bill  by 
adding  «  new  section,  providing  for  a  subscription  to  a 
propiwed  publicftdon  of  %  stereotype  e^tion  oi  the  laws, 
by  Duff  Green. 

This  motion,  after  some  conversation  between  Mr. 
PODJDEXTEH  and  Mr,  CLAYTON,  and  the  reading  of 
the  report  of  the  Library  Committee  on  the  subject,  was 
rejected,  asfdlows: 

YEAS. — MesHf.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Grundy, 
Uayne,  Iredell,  Pmndezter,  Tyler.— 9. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bel],  Burnet,  Cttamberti, 
Chase,  Clayton,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Pre- 
linghoysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Kane,  King,  Knight, 
Ltvmgston,  McUnley,  Murks,  Naudiun,  RobMns,  Robin- 
son, Rug^glea,  Sanford,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  South 
Carolina,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Webster,  Willey.— 31 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  tlic  Senate  without 
smendmentt  and  the  question  being  aut  on  ordering  it  to 
a  tlnrd  reading,  K  was  detenninea  m  ^  affirmative,  as 
follows: 

YEAS.-^Messrs.  Barton,  Roll,  Burnet,  Chambers, 
Chase,  Clayton,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes, 
J^nrton,  Knight,  Livingston,  Marks,  "Naudain,  Bobbins, 
Robinson,  Buggies,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  South 
CaroKiM,  Sprague,  Webster,  Willey.— 34. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brewn,  Dickerson, 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsytli,  Grundy,  Haynr,  Iredell,  Kane, 
King,  McKinley,  Pnndexter,  Sanford,  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, Tazewell,  Tyler,  Woodbury.— 19. 

Co  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTBI^  the  Senate  determined 
to  take  a  recess  from  four  to  six  o'clock  P.  M.  this 
evening.- 

The  CHAIR  laid  before  tlie  Senate  a  letter  from  the 
Postmaster  General,  in  compliance  witli  a  resohilion  of 
the  Senate  of  the  14th  of  illay,  1830,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  the  amount  of  postage  received  in  that  depart- 
ment A-om  the  1st  of  April,  1839,  to  the  31st  of  August, 
1830;  which  was  referred.  - 

The  VICE  PKF.SIDENT  having  sUtedthat  he  ^Jtould 
not  again  attend  tlie  meetings  of  the  Senate  at  the  present 
sesKon,  availed  himself  of  tliifi  opportuiw^  of  widung  the 
Senators  a  very  (ikasant  return  to  their  homes. 

The  Senate  then  took  a  recess. 


xvxitiirs  sBsaioK. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  harii^  retired  from  the  Chair 
of  prending  officer,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  tho  deetioa 

of  a  President  pro  tern. 

■  The  votes  were,  (first  ballot  i) 

For  Mr.  Smith,  of  Man^land,  -  -  -  17 
Mr.  Bell,  of  New  Hatmnhtre,  •  -13 
Mr.  Tazewell,  of  Virginia,  •  -  •  '3 
Scattering,  -  4 

On  a  second  balloting,  there  were  ^ 
For  Mr.  Smith,  of  BAaryland,     -      .      .  18 

Mr.  Tazewell,  9 

Mr.  Bell,    •      -      -      .      -      .  g 
Scattering,  3 
*  On  a  tlurd  balloting,  there  were 

For  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,    -      -      -  15 

Mr.  TazeweU,  31 

Scattering,        .      .      -      -      -  3 
So  Mr.  Tazzwbu  was  elected  President  fn  ttmpan 
of  the  Senate. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  TAZEWELL  rose,  and  with  a  pro. 
fession  of  nis  sincere  distrust  of  his  ability  to  ^seharge 
the  duties  <^  the  Chair  with  satisbction  to  himself  or  to 
the  Senate,  begged  to  be  t-xcused  from  acc»:pting  the 
Iionorable  station  wluch  the  Senate  had  assigned  to  him. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  expressed  Iiis  hope  that  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Virginia  would  reconsider  his  determination, 
and  would  not  be  excused  from  the  dutj-  to  which  the 
vote  of  the  Senate  had  culled  him. 

Mr.  TYLER,  ezpresring  his  high  rMpect  fftr  bis  col- 
league, and  dcdaringthatbe  himsdf,  witiiaH  the  ancere 
respect  which  he  had  for  bis  colleague,  not  expecting 
sucti  a  course,  had  voted  for  the  venerable  Senator  from 
Klarvland,  and,  desirous  to  pay  due  regard  to  the  wishes 
of  his  colleague,  moved  that  his  colleague  be  excused 
from  serving  as  President  pro  tempore. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  having  pnt  the  question 
on  this  motion,  it  was  decided  In  the  affimative,  by  SO 
votes  to  14. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  another  balloting  for 
President  of  this  body;  and  it  resulted  as  follows: 
For  Mr.  Smitii,  of  Maryland,     -      -      -  20 
Mr.  Bell,  of  New  Hampshire,      -  -11 
Mr.  Ruggles,  of  Ohio,         .  .  4 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  4 
So  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was  elected  President  pFO 
tempore  of  the  Senate;  and,  being  conducted  to  the  chair, 
mane  his  acknowledgments  for  the  honor  which  he  said 
he  was  satisfied  was  paid  rather  to  his  age  than  to  his 
ability,  and  said  that  the  only  return  'he  could  make, 
would  be  to  devote  his  best  ability  to  the'  proper  despatch 
of  the  bunness  before  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  despatch  of  a  variety 
of  buriness,  of  which  the  following  was  the  most  prani- 
nent: 

The  bill  to  carray  ivto  effect  Certain  Indian  treaties  was 
read  the  second  time,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY, 
it  was  amended  by  striking  out  tlie  clause  which  provides 
for  taking  the  sum  appropriated  for  earning  into  cfTict 
the  Choctaw  treaty,  from  the  fond  of  $800,000  last  rear 
appropriated  for  the  removal  of  riie  Southern  Indians, 
and  the  expense  of  carrj-ing  into  effect  that  treaty  was 
ordered  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  llius  amended,  it  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  amcmlmcnts  of 
the  Senate  to  the  general  appropriation  bill  were  all 
agreed  to,  with  the  exception  of  that  which  goes  tostrike 
out  the  clause  inserted  on  the  motions  of  Mr.  Karb  and 
Mr.  Ttub,  and  inserting  $15,000  for  the  services  of  the 
commissioners  employed  to  conclude  the  treaty  with  the 
Sublime  Porte. 

A  variety  of  motions  were  made  on  this  subject,  several 
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Claim  of  Jamet  Mome. 


points  of  order  were  diMuned,  and  tli«a  tonw  renwrks 
were  nude  on  the  coudtntiomlity  of  die  ^pointBient  of 
Ae  comndHkiiiers.  The  cffisct  that  the  amendment  of 
the  Houae  wouM  have,  as  {mrentin|>  the  Smate  from 
expressing'  their  (Uaappromtion  of  the  course  of  the 
£xef»itire»  vas  alw>  spoken  of,  when,  6nal]y,  the  Senate 
refiisetl  to  agrree  to  the  amendment,  and  appointed  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  on  ita  paK,  cmwsting^  trf'  HeMrs. 
TAXxwsLt,  Wbrstib,  and  Kis»i  to  meet  conferees  to 
be  appointed  b^  the  House  of  RepreaentaliTes. 
The  Senste  then  adjoatned. 


CLAIM  OF  JAHES  HONBOE. 

Mr.  HATNU  aaid  he  was  about  to  make  a  motion — 
such  a  one  as  he  seldtMH  made,  and  to  which  he  was  in 
general  tmposed— a  motion  whidi  would  hare  been  unne- 
cessary, 'u  the  bill  had  been  soffered  to  come  up  in  ita 
order,  but  which  bad  been  prevented  the  many  mo- 
tions made  by  gentlemen  to  take  up  bills  out  of  their 
ordei^^nd  that  was,  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  rcLef  of 
James  Monroe. 

The  motion  prevailed'— yeas  2S. 

The  motion  to  amend,  lieretofiire  submitted,  to  strike 
from  the  bQl  the  words  "for  public  services,  losses,  and 
sacrifices,**  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HAYNE,  cUaagreed  to, 
to  save  time. 

After  a  remark  or  two  from  Mr.  FORSTTH  and  Mr. 
BELL, 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  SMd  he  wouM  premise  wliat  he 
had  to  ny  on  this  subject  by  a  <ieclaration  that  he  in- 
tended to  vote  for  the  bill.  I  am  oblige<I,  said  he,  in  this 
case,  as  all  of  us  must,  forthemoat  part,  in  caiesof  claims 
for  services,  or  the  settlement  of  accounts,  to  trust  very 
>  tmich  to  the  investifi^tion  made  by  our  comitdttees,  an^ 
to  the  correctness  of  their  reports.  Were  each  member 
to  investigate  the  details  of  the  numerous  cases  that  come 
before;  us,  we  shmitd  spend  all  utir  time  in  this  examina- 
tion, and  then  do  the  business  imperfectly,  ' leaving  nn 
tine  for  Bttentim  to  the  great  interests  of  the  nation. 
In  this  case,  a  committee  of  the  other  House,  that  House 
itself,  and  our  own  committee,  have  'mforraeil  ua  that 
Mr.  Monroe  has  an  equitable  claim  on  thp  nation:  and 
they  propose  that  the  amount  uf  thisclarm  shall  be  settled 
by  our  accounting  officers  on  equitable  principles.  1  must 
believe,  therefore,  thatsomething  isdue,  ami  therefore  will 
vole  fiw  the  bill  But,  nr,  a  private  duty  which  I  owe  to 
the  memory  of  «  very  near  and  very  dear  relative,  a 
pabKe  duty  to  a  statesman  who  hnd  no  inconaderable 
share  in  the  establishment  of  our  independence,  wlio  was 
one  of  the  committee  which  sanctioned  the  declaration 
tliat  proclaimed  it  to  the  world,  and  whose  subsequent 
Kfe  was  a  series  of  important  services  to  his  country:  these 
duties  oblige  me  to  notice  an  attempt  to  deprive  him  of 
the  credit  of  one  of  the  most  important  of  those  services. 
Amoiig  the  claims  which  Mr.  Monroe  urns  to  the  grati- 
tude or  the  coairtry,  is  ttie  aeqidsidon  <H  Lani«ana  to  the 
Union.  Fot^etting  the  agency  of  his  colleague,  scarcely 
mentioning  him,  except  only  to  say  that  he  hsd  tiie  ment 
of  sgreeing  with  him,  (Mr.  M.)  he  directly  assumes  the 
whole  credit  of  the  negotiation,  by  saying'  that  noth  ng 
was  done,  or  Muld  be  done,  until  his  arrival^  intimating 
dearly  tha*it  waa  luaagen^  alone  which  produced  the 
important  result.  Iberkave,sir,inordertotetttiiejustice 
ofdrispretension.toadverttothelustoryortluattnnsaction. 

In  the  year  18U1,  Kobert  R.  Livingston  wassent  by  Mr. 
Jefferson  as  plenipptentiary  to  France.  lm{>orlantd)ums, 
the  payment  of  which  hod  been  promised  by  the  treaty 
of  the  preceding  year,  were  yet  iinsatisfied;  and  the  de- 
ranged finances  of  the  republic  rendered  it  very  difficult 
for  them  to  procure  the  means  of  dbcbarging  them.  The 
first  part  of  the  year  JLB03  vaa  spent      our  minister  in 


unceasing  but  fruhless  attempts  to  procure  the  JuatiM 
due  to  our  citizens.  Other  eausea  soon  comlHtied  to  givtf 
a  more  important  tam*  to  the  negotiation.  ThesoniennoR 
of  the  right  of  depoiSte  at  New  Orleans  excited  a  juit  and 
violent  sensation  in  the  Western  eoontry.  Its  dtizens 
could  scarceW  be  restrained  from  riSarcbing  down,  and 
securing  by  force  of  arms  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, so  essential  to  their  commerce.  About  the  same 
time,  Mr.  Ross,  a  Senator  from  Fenni(ylv*ina,  made  a 
formal  proposal  to  authorize  the  President  to  Uke  posM' 
non  of  New  Orleans;  a  measiu-e  which  it  was  tnou|^ 
more  u^ent,  because,  about  this  time,  May,  1803,  it  was 
known  in  the  United  States  that  Spun  had,  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  ceded  Louisiana  to  France.  And  it  was 
feared  that  if  a  war  broke  out  agun  (which  was  appre- 
hended, and  shortly  after  happened)  Ketween  that  Power 
and  England,  that  this  last  Power  would  make  a  con-  ^ 
quest  Of  it,  and  Aos  encloae  ua  on  onr  whole  frontier. 
Instructions  were  therefore  sent  tio  Mr.  Llvingtton,  to 
endeavor  to  purchase  New  Orleans  and  the  Flondaa  for  ft 
price,  of  which  the  paymont  of  the  ttebt  due  to  onr  ciU- 
zens  was  to  form  a  part.  In  obedience  to  these  instruc- 
tions, Mr.  Livingston  turned  his.  whole  attention  to  the 
accomplishment  of  this  great  object.  While  urging  on  the 
one  hand  the  payment  m  the  debt,  on  the  other  he  was 
endeavoring  to  demonstrate  tfie  policy  of  making  the 
cession  to  the  United  States,  not  only  as  the  means  of 
discharging  the  elwms  of  our  citizens,  but  as  the  only 
mode  of  preventing  Great  Britain  from  acquiring  that 
valuable  colony.  In  a  "Ynemoir  which  he  published  in 
December,  he  not  only  innsted  on  these  topics,  but 
showed  the  advantage  to  France  of  encouraging  the  com* 
meree  and  naval  power  of  the  United  States,  by  the  same 
act  which  would  prevent  the  rapid  accesidon  to  those  of 
the  rival  of  France. 

In  February,  of  the  year  1803,  finding  that  he  could  get 
no  explicit  answer  from  the  ministry  of  France,  he  took  a 
step  dictated  by  a  close  study  of  the  character  of  the  extra- 
ordinary man  who  as  FiretConsulthendirectedthe  affairs  of 
France.  Quitting  the  estabh^ed  form  of  .communintion, 
he  addressed  a  letter  directly  to  the  First  Consol  bimseUC 
appealing  to  bis  liontn  at  n  sofclier,  and  personal  sense  of 
justice,  for  the  performance  <tt  a  treaty  he  lumself  had 
made.  This  bcM  proceeding  had  its  effect.  An  answer 
wss  given,  positively  prominng  a  prcmpt  liquidation  and 
payment  of  the  claima.  To  give  greater  effect  to  this 
promise,  and  increase  the  obligation  of  performing  it,  the 
contents  of  the  answer  were  innnediately  communicated  to 
the  agents  of  the  clamtants  at  Paris;  th^  were  advised  not 
to  di^ose  of  their  cldtnsi  and  told  that  they  ini|^t  rely  on 
the  word  of  the  First  C<n«ul.  I'his  was  done,  wiw  a 
knowledge  that  no  other  means  could  be  found  by  France 
for  discharging  tUe  debt,  but  the  ccsnon  of  New  Orleans. 
In  the  mean  time,  Hr.  Monroe  liad  been  appointed  on  a 
special  misuon  to  effect  the  same  object.  His  arrival  was 
expected  ^outtite  beginning  of  April,  and,  so  far  from 
expediting,  would,  by  waiting  for  Us  arrival,  have  deUyed 
the  termination  of  our  difficulties,  but  for  the  concur- 
rence of  events  which  brought  the  matter  to  a  conclusion 
in  the  mind  of  the  P^t  Consul  before  Mr.  Monroe  liarl  aet 
his  foot  in  Paris.  A  history  lately  publiriicd  by  H.  de 
Uarbois,  one  of  the  confidential  ministers  of  Napoleon,  has 
raised  tiie  curtun,  ami  exhibited  to  us  what  passed  in 
his  cabinet  on  tbissubject  On  Uie  ICth  April,  two  days 
bcfiwe  Mr.  Monroe's  arrival  in  Paris,  this  important  coun- 
cil was  held.  Loui»ana,  atthou^  ceded,  had  not  yet  been 
delivered  to  France.  The  stipulations  of  the  peace  of 
Amiens  had  not  been  perf(»7iied|  a  renewal  of  hostilities 
was  daily  apprehended,  and  one  of  the  first  ads  of  those 
hostilities  was  expected  to  be  the  seizure  of  Louiuana  by 
the  British.  France,  too,  wanted  money  for  carrying  on  the 
war;  and  the  First  Consul  wad  pressed  for  the  perfonomce 
of  his  promise  to  pay  the  Ameriean  debt.    Under  these 
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arcuioftknceti  he^Mibmitted  to  tbekwo  coonHnon,  on  tlie 
diqr  I  have  named,  the  queMlon,  whether  it  would  be 
most  expedient  to  traosfer  Loulnanalo  the  United  Sutes, 
or  to  send  on  the  expedition  which  bad  been  prepared  to 
take  posseauoni  and  to  risk  the  subsequent  conqueit  of 
it  by  England.  His  two  coumellors  took  diflerent  sides 
of  this  queitimi  ikvea  Ni^uments  are  nven  in  detail  by 
the  luatorian,  who  was  himaelf  one  of  them,  and  who  aa- 
.rooated  the  cession.  ThedeUberationa,  he  tells  us,  continu- 
ed till  late  in  the  night.  At  daybreak  on  ^e  morning  of 
the  11th,  he  summoned  M.  Marbois  to  hear  and  execute 
bis  decision;  he  gave  it  in  these  words:  "Irresolution  an<l 
deliberation  are  no  longer  in  season.  I  renounce  Louisi- 
ana.. Itis  not  ouly  New  Orleans  that  I  wilt  cede;  it  is  the 
whole  colony,  without  any  reserration.  I  know  the  price  of 
what  I  abandon.  I  renounce  it  with  the  greatest  regret: 
to  attempt  obstinately  to  retain  it,  would  be  foUy,  I  direct 
you  to  negotiate  this  afiair  with  tlie  envoys  of  uie  United 
States;  do  not  even  wait  the  ariival  of  Mr.  Monroe;  have 
an  interview  this  very  day  with  Mr.  Livingston.  But  I  re- 
(juire  a  great  deal  of  money  for  this  war,  and  I  would  not 
like  to  commence  it  witli  new  contribution.  I  wilt  be 
moderate,  in  conttderation  of  the  necesnty  m  which  I  am 
of  making  ttke  sale,  but  keep  this  to  yourself;  I  want  6fW 
niUions  <n  livres,  and  fbr  less  than  that  I  will  not  treat" 
On  that  very  day  M.  Uarbois  did  make  the  overture  to 
Mr.  Livingston,  the  price  was  diacusaed,  but,  of  course, 
Mr.  Livingston,  knowing  that  Mr.  Monroe  was  joined 
with  him  in  the  nussioo*  and  that  tie  luui  arrived  at  Havre, 
could  not  conclude  my  thing  until  his  'arrival;  he  bad 
another  coiifiBrence  on  the  13ui  (before  klr.  Monroe  had 
been  presented)  witii  M.  Marbois,  with  whom  he  had 
been  on  a  footing  of  intimacy  of  as  old  a  date  as  the  revo- 
luttonajry  war,  when  Hr.  livihgston  was  Minister  for  Fo- 
reign AfT^irs,  and  M.  Marbois  held  a  diplomatic  employ- 
ment to  the  old  Congress,  which  considerably  &cihtated 
their  intercourse  on  the  present  occasion.  Mr.  Monroe  ar- 
nved  on  tlie  12tli,  and  soon  alter  joined  his  colleague  in  the 
negotiatira;  moA  the  treaty  was  i^iied  on  the  30th  of  April 

Two  drcumatanees  are  retnarkid>le  in  this  transaction; 
first,  that  the  arguments  employed  in  the  consultation  of 
the  First  Consul's  cabinet  in  favor  of  the  cession  are  pre- 
cisely those  suggested  by  Mr.  Livingston  in  his  memoir  of 
December,  1803,  and  expressed  in  nearly  the  same  lan- 
guage; the-other,  that  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Monroe,  and  the 
part  he  took  in  the  negotiation,  did  not  change  an  item  in 
the  proportions  made  by  the  First  Consul. 
.  Two  thii^  are  adduced,  tuiwever,  aa  proofs  that  Mr. 
Livingston  could  eff!ect  notlung  without  the  aid  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  and,  consequently,  that  all  the  merit  of  the  ces- 
wm  IS  due  to  him.  On<i  is,  a  private  letter  written  hastily 
to  congratulate  him  on  bis  arrival,  in  which  he  (Mr.  L.) 
spealcs  doubtingly  of  final  auccesa,  unless  Mr.  Monroe 
Miould  bring  the  accotmt  of  Hr.  Ross's  resolutions  having 
passed,  uid  aays  tiiey  would  negotiate  to  much  better 
effect  with  New  Orleans  in  our  possession;  and  most 
undoubtedly  we  should.  The  piirchaSe  would  have  been 
made  for  half  the  price.  But  it  must  be  remarked  that 
this  letter  wa.^  written  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  before 
the  resolution  which  was  the  result  of  the  Consul's  cabi< 
net  council  was  taken.  But,  in  this  very  letter,  Mr.  Li- 
vingrtoii  tells  his  colleague  he  liad  paved  the  way  for  him. 
>VUat  did  be  mean  by  this,  if  he  had  lost  alt  liope.' 

It  is  nid,  too,  that  diis  same  language  was  repeated  on 
the  night  of  the  12th,  and  that  it  was  recorded  in  Mr. 
Monroe's  journal.  There  is  something  that  always  struck 
meaa  siitgular  in  ihua  recording  whnt  was  said  in  a  friend- 
ly visit  made  at  the  moment  of  bis  arrival.  Why  was  this 
treasured  up,  even  if  it  u-as  rigtitiy  apprehended?  But, 
nr,  tiiere  was  evident  misapprehension  or  inaccuracy;  fur 
Hr.  Livingston  cottjd  not,  on  the  19th,  at  night,  have  uaed 
thw  languacc,  when  he  bad  the  day  before  received  the 
orerturet  inim  H.  KLuboip,  and  even  discutied  the 


price.  He  very  probably  did  repeat  that  they  would 
nave  negotiated  to  greater  advanta^  if  New  Orileatis  had 
been  taken;  and  is  it  not  probable,  too,  tiiat  he  D^iht  not 
think  it  prudent  to  express  what  he  really  thought  in  the 
presence  of  a  young  gentleman  he  did  not  know,  and  of 
whose  discretion  he  could  not  bo  oMured,  and  that  he  re- 
served the  commumcatiMi  ni  the  orerttires  that  had  been 
made  to  turn  for  a  fttter  occamm?  It  is  sud,  indeed,  that 
he  did  not  believe  the  overturea  to  have  been  sincerei  but 
whether  he  thought  so  or  not,  he  would  have  been  bound 
to  communicate  them  to  Mr.  Monroe;  and  hia  not  doing 
so  on  that  occasion  gives  force  to  the  conjecture  that 
he  was  restrained  by  the  presence  of  a  third  person, 
and  used  vague  expresaons,  which  were  not  accurately 
rendered  in  transferring  them  to  the  journal.  But  Har- 
bctts,  it  is  said,  also  tho^fat  tiut  Hr.  Lini^rtan  wm  soa- 
piciouAof  the  sincerity  <tfthe  offfers;  but fw this  ugument 
it  unfortunately  happens  that  H.  Harb<HS  takes  his  fact 
from  Hr.  Monroe,  and  quotes  lus  memoir  for  his  autho- 
rity; so  that,  in  relying  on  Mart>oi8's  authority,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe only  quotes  his  own. 

But  wliatever  were  Hr.  Livingston'a  impreasion^  tht^ 
could  not  alter  tiie  ftct^  that  the  decision  to  cede  Louisi- 
Mia  taken  two  days  b^bre  Mr.  Monroe  airived  in 
Paris,  and  that  deciwm  made  under  the  pressure  of  causes 
which  He.  Monroe  had  no  share  in  produaqg*  *nd  of 
which  be  was  totally  ig^erant — that  the  cession  would 
have  been  made  if  he  had  never  arrived — that  the  condi- 
titms  even  were  not  modified  by  hia  interference.  The 
sale  of  the  whole  province  being  resolved  on,  instead  of 
the  part  for  which  he  came  to  treat,  and.  the  price  fixed 
by  the  First  Consul  on  the  11th,  before  hia  arrival,  being 
that  which  was  agreed  upon  afterwards,  his  merit  connata 
in  having  agreed  with  his  colleague  in  exceeding  their 
instructions,  and  taking  the  whole  instead  of  part.  Aud 
yet  he  assumes  to  himself  the  whole  credit  of  the  ti-eaty; 
makes  no  allowance  to  the  memory  of  a  man,  to  whose- 
able  and  laborious  negotiation,  whatever  there  was  of  me- 
rit, in  the  preparatcvy  steps  taken  to  ensure  the  cesnon. 
was  due.  Near  two  years  of  unrenuttlng  exertion  to  bring 
about  this  end  are  con^ered  as  nothing!  The  dilemma 
to  which  the  First  Consul  was  reduced  by  his  renewed 
promise  to  pay  the  debts — a  promise  procured  by  a  bold 
and  hazardous  departure  from  the  usual  modes  of  nego- 
tiation— and  the  suggestion,  urged  with  so  much  force  in 
the  memoir  of  the  previous  December,  that  tiiey  were 
used  as  arguments,  and  had  their  effect  in  bringing  about 
thedecimon  of  the  First  Consul— all  these  are  passed  over 
in  silence,  and  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Monroe,  the  bare  weig^ 
of  whose  name  before  he  had  arrived,  it  is  given  to  under- 
stand,  had  more  weight  than  all  these;  and  Hr.  Livin|f- 
ston's  name  is  only  mentioned  to  give  him  the  great  merit 
of  i^reeing  with  his  colleague. 

Sir,  I  lament  that  Hr.  Monroe  should  have  thowht  it 
neceaiary  to  pursue  tiiis  eeump.  It  is  unworthy  of  hin^ 
and  of  the  memwy  of  a  man  with  nAMn,  tooay  theleaat, 
he  would  not  have  lessened  himself  by  acknovle^ 
ing  as  on  equal.  His  course  has  obliged  me  to  make 
these  observations,  whidi,  I  repeat,  are  not  intended  to 
inj  ure  his  claim  on  the  j  ustice  or  gratitude  of  the  coontiy. 
My  duty  to  a  brother's  memory  has  forced  bom  me  theae 
explanations.  1  know  the  value  he  placed  on  the  share 
he  had  in  annexir^  the  vast  territory  of  LoiUHaaa  to  our 
confederacy,  and  should  be  unwortliy  of  tiie  honor  of  my 
relation  to  him,  unfuthful  to  his  memoiy,  and  ungrateful 
for  his  fraternal  affection,  if  1  stood  by  and  silently  permit- 
ted any  one  to  assume  the  sole  credit  of  it. 

What  I  have  said  is  not  intended  to  iigure  any  claim 
Mr,  Monroe  may  have  on  the  justice  of  tte  couirtry.  I 
should  be  grieved  if  it  had  that  dfect;  nor  can  I  believe 
it  possible  that  it-slMMild. 

The.queation  vaa  then  put  on  oivdering  ttw  biH  to  a 
third  reading,  and  was  dociaed  as  foUows: 
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TEAS.— Mean.  Benton,  Bibb,  Clumbert,  ChaaOf  Clay- 
ton, Dudl^,  FrelingluiyBen,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hsndrieu. 
Johnston,  livinnton,  Marki,  PiriMexter,  lUAlmon.  8^- 
mour,  SiUiee,  Spngne,  TueweD,  Tjrter,  WUley,  Wood- 
bury.— 23. 

NAYS. — Meisrs.  Buton,  Bell,  Brown,  Burnet,  Diclcep- 
•on,  Ellia,  Foot,  Fotiyth,  Ireddl,  Kane,  HcKinley,  Bob- 
Inn%  Biit^ie%  of  Ifatyland,  Troup. — 15. 

The  bul  ma  then  tead  the  third  time,  and  paised. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKfNLET,  the  Senate  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  <businea,  aad 
nt  with  closed  doori  till  near  four  o'clock^ 

After  agreeing  to  tiie  amendments  of  the  House  to  the 
bill  relative  to  pumshments  for  contempts  of  court,  the 
Senate  took  a  receat  till  sercn  o'clock. 

■mm  imtov. 

The  CHAIR  Iiud  belbre  tiie  Senate  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  asaigfning  the  reasons  why  the 
annual  statements  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  Ae 
United  States  cannot  be  laid  belbre  Oxt  Senate  at  the  pre- 
sent aearioDf  whidi  wm  wdered  to  be  printed. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

Hie  Senate  took  up  the  hill  fiir  carrying  on  cert«n  roads 
and  works  of  internal  improvement,  and  to  provide  for 
surveys,  tt^ther  with  an  amendment  reported  by  the  Com- 
nuttee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  strike  certain  worda 
from  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  to  insert  instead  thereof,  the  words  $150,000  for  the 
inyroronent  of  tlie  navigation  of  the  (Muoand  Misriaiippi 
riven  from  Pittsburg  to  New  Orleans,  and  for  removing 
snags,  Sec  and  requiring  bonds  of  the  superintendent  oT 
the  work  to  the  amount  of  ^00,000. 

Ut.  HENDRICKS  submitted  a  further  amendment,  re- 
appropriating  certain  unexpended  moneys  for  works  of 
interrwl  improvement,  which  have  been  carried  to  the  sur- 
phia  fund. 

Mr.  TAZEWEIX  said  be  should  oppose  this,  and  all 
Mher  amendmenta  thM  might  be  frfffared,  onlew  latis&c- 
to^  mfimnation  was  given  of  the  necessity  for  each  appro- 
pHation. 

Mr-  HENDRICKS  said,  the  estimates  for  the  amendment 
had  been  banded  to  him  by  the  churman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  other  House ;  th^  had  been 
rec«Ted  there  too  late  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill  when  it 
waa  before  the  House  of  Representatives,  and,  as  it  could 
not  be  acted  on  there,  it  had  been  brought  here. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  aud  tSat  it  also  cttne  too  late  here 

The  amendment  waa  rg^ted. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  then  moved  a  farther  amendment, 
appropriating  $15,000 towards  maktngthe  roadfi^m  Mem- 
phis to  Little  Rock,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas.  Mr. 
H.  remarked  that  a  bill  providing  fbr  this  road  had  been 
reported  in  the  House,  but  not  reached  on  the  calendar — 
the  <mly  resource  therefbre,  whioh  tiie  Delegate  from  that 
Territory  had,  wis  to  ask  its  insertion  in  the  present  bill. 
The  Delegate  had  spoken  to  htm  on  the  subject,  and  he 
trusted  it  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  GRUKDY  mid,  that,  from  information  he  had  re- 
ceived  at  home,  he  thought  the  appropriation  should  be 
made.  As  an  individual  he  had  no  objection  to  it;  but  he 
would  ask  if  the  Senate  was  prepared  to  act  on  this  appro- 
priation, without  the  subject  having  been  referred  to  a 
comnuttee  <^thia  House,  orwithotit  any  information  of  the 
necesBty  fbr  the  appropriation  from' any  of  fheir  commit- 
tees. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  sud  a  few  words  in  favor  of  the 
unendment.  It  was  no  more  tlian  just,  as  tlie  Inll  of  the 
House  on  the  subject  had  not  been  reached  in  that  body, 
aod  aa  the  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  had  no 
alternative  but  to  bring  here,  that  the  Senate  should 
adopt  the  amendment. 


The  question  b^g  pvt  on  the  nmendment,  it  waa  re- 
jected. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  aa  bef(»«  stated,  waa  then  eonndered. 

Mr.  DUDLEY  remarked  that  he  was  a  member  of  the 
comnuttee  which  reported  the  amendmenti  buttbere  waa 
not  sufficient  evidcage  to  convince  him  of  its  eorrectneii. 
He  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  Ms  adoption. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  explained  the  object  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BENTON  aupported  the  amendment. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  called  for  a  divinon  of  the  question, 
so  that  it  might  be  first  taken  on  stnUng  out. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  preferred  the  amen^ent  to  the  bill 
as  it  came  from  the  House. 

Mes«.  JOHNSTON,  DUDLEY,  POINDEXTER, 
IREDELL,  and  WEBSTER  severally  addressed  the  Sea- 
atet  when,  the  question  being  put  on  striking  out  the 
clause  of  the  bill  on  the  subject,  as  it  came  from  the  Honse, 
it  waa  detetnuned  in  the  amnaaUve — yeas  36,  naya  3. 

Some  conversation  now  took  place  as  to  the  amount  of 
seouri^  which  should  be  required  of  the  superintendent, 
when  it  was  finaltjr  fixed  at  double  the  sum  whicb  might 
at  any  time  be  in  ma  handa. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  au  amendment  providing  fhr  an 
engineer  to  be  associated  with  the  auperinteiwlent  in  the 
execution  of  the  work{  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  amendment  as  amended, 
it  was  determined  in  the  aflSrn)ative~yeas  39,  nays  9. 

Mr.  KINO  moved  to  strike  out  $35,000,  the  sum  pro- 
posed fat  further  surveys,  and  to  wsert  4S,00Oi  wiuch, 
afUr  some  conversation,  was  negatim^— 18  to  19. 

Mr.  HAYNEt]ien,.in  a  speech  (rf'some  lenrth,  otHieBed 
the  bill. 

He  waa  replied  to  by  Mr.  UVINGSTON. 

Mr.  HAYNE  rejoined,  and  Mr.  UVINGSTON  again 
answered  Mr.  Hatmx. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  FOOT,  aad  an  explaaathm 
by  Mr.  LIVINGSTON, 

The  question  was  put  on  ordering  die  biU  to  a  Aird 
reading,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  The  bill,  as  amende 
cd,  was  subsequently  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  and 
the  House  concurred  in  the  amendments,  r 

The  Senate  concurred  with  the  House  iii  s^^reeing  to  the 
report  of  the  managers  appmnted  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
or  the  two  Houses  to  the  amendments  to  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  rcgubte 
tiie  fbrdim  and  coasting  trade  on  tbe  Northern  and  North- 
western frontiers,  and  for  other  purposes,  were  read  and 
concurred  in,  and  the  bill  read  the  tturd  time,  and  passed. 
[The  amendments  were  to  insert  "Northeastern,"  and 
"  otherwise  than  by  sea."] 

The  bill  making  addt^nal  appropriations  for  the  im- 
provement of  cotsdn  lurbors,  aad  removing  olMtructionsat 
the  mouths  of  certain  rivers,  waa  read  tbe  third  time,  and 
passed)  the  question  on  ordering  it  to  a  third  rea^g  be- 
mg  decided  by  yeas  and  nays — 38  to  6. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  moved  to  suspend  so  much  of  the 
seventeenth  joint  rule  as  respects  bifls  which  have  tiiis  day 
passed  both  Houses,  so  as  to  permit  them  to  be  presmted 
to  the  President  on  the  last  dajr  of  the  seanon. 

Mr.  FOOT,  bein^  temporarily  in  the  chur,  decided  that 
a  motion  to  siispet^  a  rule  must  lie  one  di^,  unless  the 
Senate  unatnmoudj  agree  upon  the  suspension. 

From  this  deciaon,  Mr.  WOODBURY  appealed,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  ded«on  by  Mr.  Hacon  in  a  simimr  case,  in  the 
year  1836 — which  was  directly  the  reverse. 

Tbe  question  being  put,  "  Is  tbe  detwon  of  the  Chair 
correct?"   It  wasdecided  in  the  negative— 16  to  18. 

After  a  few  remarks  as  to  a  point  of  order,  in  which 
Hesm.  KING,  HOLMES,  HAYNE,  SPRAGUE,  WOOD. 
BURY,  BIBB,  and  FRELINGHUY^.}!  particiMted, 
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Mr.  KINO  mored  to  lay  the  motion  for  suspending  the 
rule  on  the  table;  which  WMdetermined  in  the  affirnutive. 

Mr.  BENTON  iQored  to  go  into  the  conuderation  of 
executire  businesst  the  motion  was  ne^tived — 15  to  17. 

A  namber  of  bills  were  niccesnvely  taken  up^  and  final- 
ly acted  on. 

Mr.  BENTON,  for  the  third  time,  mored  to  go  into  the 
constderattoQ  of  executive  bunness.  The  motion  prevail- 
ed— ^yeu  19.    It  was  dow  half  past  twelve  o'clock. 

The  doors  remained  closed  for  about  thirty  minutes. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  tiiat  when  the  Senate  adjourns, 
it  will  adjourn  to  "  Thursday,  the  3d  of  March,  at  eleven 
o'clock  A.  M." 

Mr.  CHAMBEBS  moved  to  take  up  the  biU  to  alter  the 
draw  and  bridge  over  the  river  Potomac. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  opposed  the  motion,  and  moved  to  lay 
it  on  the  table.    No  quorum  voting-. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  moved*  ao  adjournment— negatived— 
yeas  10,  naya  30. 

The  question  was  then  again  put  on  la^ng  the  motion  on 
the  table,  but  there  was  no  quorum  present:  when 

Mr.  FORSYTH  again  moved  an  aidjouminent — yeas  5, 
nays  19 — no  quorum  present. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  then  subnutted  a  motion  that  absent 
members  be  sent  for. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said,  if  the  motion  prevailed,  he  hoped  it 
would  be  carried  through.  He  understood  the  intention 
to  be,  that  every  member  in  the  ci^  should  be  sent  for, 
and  tlus  would  take  till  dayl^t. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  sud  be  taw  no  other  course  to  pur- 
sue; and  if  it  took  nx  hours  to  carry  bis  motion  into  enect, 
he  should  nevertheless  persevere. 

A  quorum  being  now  present,  Mr.  CHAMBERS  with- 
drew Vis  motion;  and 

The  question  was  ^en  »gun  put  on  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  tiU>le,  and  decided  in  the  neMt'ive-^eas  6,  nays  19. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up,  and  Mr.  CHAMBERS  cx- 
l^uned  its  objects,  and  spoke  in  its  support. 

Mr.  KING  moved  that  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn,  and 
that  "  the  hour  of  thfe  night,  five  minutes  of  two  o'clock, 
on  the  3d  of  March,  be  entered  on  the  journal." 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the  motitm  to  adjourn, 
knd  stood  7  to  21. 

Mr.  TYLER  observed  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  had  left  the  capito),  and  as«t  was  immaterial  whe- 
ther the  bill  passed  to-night  or  after  dayli^t,  be  saw  no 
use  in  gentlemen  exhausting  themselves— -4ie  was  of  opi- 
mon  they  had  better  ^  home,  and,  Uierefore,  moved  an 
adjournment    Negatived~-yeas  7,  naya  18. 

■Several  bills  were  now  broug^it  from  the  House  for  the 
npiature  of  the  President;  after  they  were  signed,  at  half 
past  two  o'do^  the  Senate  adjourned. 

TuDBBlUiT,  HaBCK  3. 

On  motion  tif  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  the  seventeenth  joint 
rule  was  suspended  for  this  -day,  su  &r  as  respects  tliose 
bills  wMch  nave  passed  both  Houses,  or  require  fi>r  their 
final  passage  an  assent  only  to  amendment. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPABTSIENT. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  eelect  cbmnuttee  appwnted 
on  the  15th  December  list  to  Inquire  into  the  present 
state  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  made  a  report,  enu- 
merating certain  papers  communicated  by  the  Posttiiaster 
General,  nhich  be  was  instructed  by  the  committee  to 
move  to  have  printed.    The  printing  was  ordered. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  the  following  memcHrial 
from  Abraham  Bradley,  late  Assistant  Postmaster  General : 
7h  the  Sbnorabk  the  Senate  of  ike  United  States.- 
The  memorial  of  Abraham  Bradley,  late  Assistant  Post- 
master General,  most  respectfully  represents — 

Thatf  after  his  removal  from  office,  he,  as  it  welt  known 


to  til  e  Senate,  presented  to  the  Prendent  of  the  United 
States  a  letter,  in  which,  among  other  things,  he  stated 
that  Mr.  Barry,  the  present  Postmaster  -  General,  had 
made  an  extra  allowance  to  a  Mr.  Harrall,  a  mail  contrac- 
tor, and  to  others,  as  this  memorialist  conceived,  without 
warrant  of  law. 

A  copy  of  this  letter  having  been  called  for,  was  pre- 
sented by  this  memorialist  to  me  present  select  committee 
of  the  Senate  on  the  Poet  Office  Department. 

During  tiie  last  session  of  Congress,  a  call  was  made  on 
that  department,  at  the  instance  oC  one  of  the  SenAcn 
from  Ohio,  for  infonoatum  relative  to  the  extra  aUowances 
which  had  been  made  to  mail  contractors. 

The  response  of  the  department  Co  thst  call  was  Mib- 
mitted  to  the  view  of  this  memorialistasoontunmgmatters 
in  which  he  was  deeply  concerned.  Upon  examimng  it 
to  ascertain  if  liia  recollection  of  Harrait's  case  was  cor- 
rect, he  was  unmeasurably  astonished  to  find  that  the  extra 
allowance  was  there  cha^d  to  have  been  made  by  hio^ 
acting  as  Postmaster  General.  It  was  evident  that  the 
documents  had  been  originally  difierent,  that  an  enmre 
had  been  made,  and  the  name  of  this  memorialist  inserted. 
Induced  by  this  to  examine  fiirther,  he  found  t]»t  forty- 
nine  cases  of  extra  allowance  were  in  that  document 
charged  to  have  been  made  by  him.  Thirty-aix  of  these 
were  similar  to  the  case  of  Harrall;  the  original  document 
had  been  mutilated,  and  the  name  of  A.  Bradley,  Jr., 
actinias  Postmaster  General,  carefully  inserted. 

This  memorialist  called  the  attention  of  the  comaittev 
to  these  drcumstances,  as  evidenee  of  an  attempt  to  im- 
peach his  testimony,  and  to  load  his  official  conduct  with 
opprobrium,  being  public  documentsiy  proof  from  the 
books  of  the  department,  that  he  bad  squandered  the 
public  funds  dm'ing  the  few  days  be  had  acted  as  Post- 
master General,  between  the  10th  of  Mardi,  when  Mr. 
McLean  left  the  office,  and  the  5th  of  April,  wben  Mr. 
Barry  came  into  it,  and  that,  in  order  to  screen  Umsel^ 
he  had  charged  these  things  upon  the  Utter  gentleman. 
The  committee  kindly  authorized  a  Bub<oounittee  to 
accompany  this  memonalist  to  the  deputment  yesterday, 
the  38th  instant,  to  ascertain  tyhether  his  statemciite  were 
correct.  Your  memorialist  confidently  appeals  to  those 
gentlemen,  in  support  of  the  fact,  that  it  satisfactorily 
i^>peared  to  them,  tliat  in  tiiis  case  of  Harrall's,  as  well  as 
in  every  other  case  but  one  in  which  an  erasure  had  been 
made,  Mr.  Bairy  was  originally  and  properly  chaived— 
and  that  it  was  there  asserted  that  these  erasures  badbeen 
made  by  mistake,  and  his  name  inserted  by  nustake.  The 
gentlemen  had  not  time  to  pursue  thrir  inquiry,  and  no 
examination  was  made  into  those  cases  orif^nally  cha^d 
to  your  oiemwiaUat 

In  whatever  manniw  these  mutilations  of  the  im^nsl 
document  may  have  occurred,  and  these  fidse  unend- 
ments  to  it  nuulc  by  mistake  or  not,  the  efi'ect  must  be, 
if  it  goes  to  tiie  world,  to  iqjurc,  if  not  to  destroy,  a  repu- 
tation upon  which  your  memorialist,  after  nearly  for^ 
years'  public  service,  must  mainly  rely  for  support.  The 
Senate  has,  aa  he  has  been  informed,  directed  this  report 
to  be  printed. 

If  this  should  be  done,  and  it  should,  with  all  its  false- 
hoods and  iiyurioua  tendency,  be  qwead  bebre  the  people 
under  tiie  sanction  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates^ 
your  memorialist  submits  that  great  injustice  must  neces- 
sarily follow  to  him.  He  therefore  prays  that  such  order 
may  be  taken  by  the  Senate,  as  will  secure  his  right,  and 
especially  preserve  the  reputation  which  documents  pub- 
lished by  the  authority  of  the  Senate  should  alwajw 
poaaesa.   And  your  mema-ialist,  aa  in  dut^  bound.  Sec 

MarA  1,  1831.  ABRAHAM  BRADIXY. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  that  the  order  for  the  printing 
of  tlie  report  referred  to  be  rescinded. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  tiiought  the  better  course  would  be— the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


337 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS 


338 


Mabcb  3.  1B31.] 


Poti  Office  JkpaHmmi. 


rigiht  way  to  do  juitice — to  print  the  report,  and  ■ubjtnn 
to  it  ibe  RwiDorul  of  Hr.  Bndley,  and  th«  testimony  of 
Utmn.  Brown,  Suter,  ei  aL 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  chunun  of  the  select  eommittee  to 
whom  thoM  documents  had  been  referred*  row,  and 
oLwerred  that  they  were  very  Ti^umiDoua,  purporting  to 
be  anawera  to  tlie  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  14th 
April  last,  which  directed  the  Postmaster  General  to  re- 
port "copieaof  alt  existing- contracta  made  by  him  or 
hia  predecessor  in  office,  on  which  allowances  have  been 
maoe  for  addition^  services*  d^gm^ng-,  in  each  case, 
how  OMieb  and  what  adiGtiona!  service  has  been  perfbnih 
ed,  and  by  whom  it  was  required,  and  designating  also 
what  sum  has  been  allowed  in  each  case  for  such  additional 
service,  and  by  whom  it  was  allowed."  The  answer  to 
this  call  was  kept  back  until  about  the  10th  of  lastt  month. 
During  the  debate  which  occurred  here  on  tlie  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tenneaaee.  among  other  thiiwB 
then  said,  I  complained  of  this  delay  as  an  evidence  oi  a 
design  to  baffle  inquiiy  into  the  concerns  of  the  depart- 
ment] and,  after  that,  the  report  called  for  in  April,  1830, 
came  in.  It  was  first  referred  to  the  standing  committee 
on  the  Post  Office,  although  I  prayed  for  its  reference  to 
the  aelect  committee,  to  whom  unqnestionably,  as  we  now 
see,  it  properly  belonged.  The  standing  committee, 
without  examiiution,  as  we  must  suppose,  recommended 
it  to  be  printed,  and  the  Senate  ordered  it  to  be  printed. 
After  thia,  and  about  a  week  sinqe,  it  was  referred  to  the 
■elect committee.  They  examined  it,  and  have  ascertain- 
ed tint  in  thirty-six  cases  of  extra  allowance  to  contractors 
scattered  ihrougli  these  documents,  embracing  some  of 
the  grossest  vidationa  of  the  law  in  granting  away  the 
public  .money  to  mail  contractora,  the  allowances  have 
been  falsely  set  down  as  having  been  made  by  Abraham 
Bradley,  as  acting  or  aanstant  Postmaster  General,  when, 
ill  these  ver>-  cases.  thealloHFanecs  were  actually  made  by 
the  present  Postmaster  Generali  and  for  the  truth  of  thn 
1  refer  to  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Bmdley,  those  of  the 
clerks  in  (he  department,  and  the  report  itself  of  the 
Postmaster  General  in  answer  to  the  call,  all  now  on  the 
table  before  you,  as  well  as  to  the  statements  of  the  Senxr 
tors  from  Maine  and  Tennessee,  [Meaira.  Holmib  and 
GniiNOT.jwho  went  to  the  department  as  a  sob-eom- 
niittee,  by  our  direction,  to  ascertain  the  bets.  These 
documents,  in  each  of  these  cases,  exhibit  to  your  eye 
palpable  erasures,  where  the  name  of  '*  William  T.  Barry, 
Fotftmaater  General,"  has  been  rubbed  out,  and  that  of 
"Abraham  Bradley,  acting  Postmaster  General,"  insert* 
ed.  The  result  of  the  examination  was,  thfit  Mr.  Barry's 
name  was  originally  written  down  on  the  documents  as 
the  person  who  made  the  allowances,  according  to  the 
truth—that  the  name  of  Mr.  Btadley  waa  afterwatds  in- 
serted, and  now  stands  in  each  of  these  th!rty.rix  eases, 
which,  call  them  fidsehoods,  errors,  or  what  you  please, 
certainly  misrepresent  tlie  feet.  Then  it  is  also  necessa- 
ry to  state  that  tiie  letter  of  Abraham  Bradley  to  the 
President,  which  was  read  in  the  debate  here  on  the 
resolution  of  tlie  Senator  from  Tennessee,  charpng  Mr. 
Barry  with  gross  viohtion  of  the  law  in  some  of  these 
cases,  (particularly  in  the  case  of  the  South  Carolina  con- 
tract,) waa  written  more  than  a  year  ago,  and  Portly  after 
bis  removal  from  office;  that  this  letter  had  been  awom 
to  by  Air.  Bradley  in  the  committee;  and  that  the  tendency 
of  this  &lsification  of  the  documents,  if  Undetected,  was 
to  convict  Hr.  Bradley  of  swearing  falsely, who,  in  saying, 
on  his  oalb,  that  the  Postmaster  General  made  the  allow- 
ances, stated  the  exact  tnith.  Sir,  I  have  bestowed  much 
anentkm  on  these  papers,  and  J  do  not  undertake  to  say 
that  tbeae  are  all  the  misrein«sentati(ms  contained  in  them. 
Tliey  are  enough,  however,  to  induce  the  Senate,  both  in 
Justice  to  its  own  character,  and  the  reputation  of  an 
excellent  citixen  and  an  innocent  man,  to  refuse  to  give 
any  publicity  to  documents  which  all  can  see,  and  all  now 
Vol.  VI!— 22 


admit  to  be  ^rious  and  mutilated.  If  they  be  printed, 
even  with  the  evidence  which  proves  tliem  false,  stiU 
Injustioe  may.  posMhIy  result  from  it;  for  it  mil  appear  to 
the  world,  that  the  Senate  had  some  confidence  in  these 
papers;  and  it  may  happen  that  tboae  who  shall  hereafter 
read  the  calumny  will  not,  among  such  a  mass  of  papers, 
also  advert  to  the  refutation  of  it.  At  the  time  these 
papers  were  sent  in,  Bradley  was  a  witness  agwnst  the 
department,  and  under  examination  before  the  committee. 
All  here  know  what  an  effort  was  made  in  public  dis- 
cussion to  impeach  bis  vetaei^,  and  I  trust  all  will  now 
admit  how  entirely  that  effort  uiled.  But  I  will  not  stop 
to  inquire  into  the  motives  of  those  who  directed  those 
alterations  to  be  made.  With  motives  we  have  now  no- 
thing to  do.  But  tiie  feet  is  inctmtrovertible,  that  these 
documents  are  unworthy  of  credit.  It  is  therefore  urv- 
worthy  of  the  Senate  to  publcdi  them,  and  1  hope  the 
order  for  their  pubUcatiiMi,  made  in  an  unguarded  muneirt, 
may  be  resisnded. 

Mr.  UOLIklKS  said:  Hr.  Prendent,  having  been  select* 
ed  by  the  committee  as  a  sub-committee  with  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Gbchdt,  ]  to  go  to  the  department, 
examine  the  hooks,  and  ascertain  what  waa  the  truth,  we 
took  with  us  the  witness  under  examination,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  General  Post  Office.  We  took  also  the 
abstract  of  allowances,  now  before  the  Senate.  This 
^stract  was  obtained  by  a  call  made  on  the  l^th  of  April 
last,  made  by  a  Senator  from  Obiot  [Mr.  Bouit,]  re- 
quiring, among  oUier  things,  information  of  extra  aJlow- 
ances  made  to  contractors,  and  for  what  additional  ser- 
vices, that  the  Senate  might  compare  the  value  of  tlie 
8er\-icc  with  the  compensation.  -  I'he  answer  to  this  call 
did  not  come  to  the  Senate  until  the  lOtb  of  February,  of 
this  aesnon,  near  mne  months.  It  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office,  Sec,  and  by  them  returned 
to  the  Senate  on  the  22d,  and  ordered  to  be  printed^  and 
was  then  referred  to  the  committee  of  inquity.  It  wh 
voluminous,  and  exceedingly  confused;  but  some  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  discovered  at  once  that  it  must  be 
erroneous,  to  say  tlie  least.  The  fact  is,  that  Hr.  McLean 
left  die  department  about  the  10th  of  March,  1839— that 
Hr.  A.  Bradley,  the  senior  astdstant^  was  then  the  actinr 
Postmaster  General,  aa  kewn  ientm,  from  that  time  unw 
the  7th  of  April,  less  than  four  weeks.  Still,  wHliin  that 
time,  additional  allowances  appeared  by  this  *' abstract'* 
to  have  been  made,  of  about  43,000  dollars.  Upon  ex- 
unining  this  "ab8tract,"itappeared,moreover,  that  there 
bad  been  thirty-six  erasurea,  and  A.  Bradley's  name 
inserted.  I'he  allowance  to  Harrall  appeared  the  most 
extraordinary.  Ttiis  was  a  case  of  erasure.  It  aeems 
that  Bradley  had,  on  the  irth  of  October,  1839,  in  a 
letter  to  the  Presdent,  among  other  Ibinffs,  charged  Mr. 
Barry  with  prodigality,  and  had  instanced  this  allowaoce 
to  Harrall.  Harrall's  contract  was  for  earning  the  mul 
from  Geot^town  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  for  6,000 
dollars,  and  the  extra  allowance  was-1,992  dollars,  about 
thirty-three  per  cent,  t  and  the  cause  alleged  was  two  hours' 
expedition;  the  law  allowing  onlya  jiroratead(Ution,  which 
would  have  been  about  eight  per  cent  if  the  two  houra* 
expedition  had  been  required.  But  here  was  another 
error  in  the  ^stract,  the  expe<ntion  required  being  only 
one  aiid  a  half  hours. 

This  extravagance,  which  Bradley,  in  his  letter  to  the 
Pre«dent,  had  chat^d  upon  Barry,  and  had  before  the 
committee  verified  it  by  his  oath,  Barry  had,  in  an  official 
communication,  charged  back  upon  Bradley.  The  repu- 
tation of  these  two  gentlemen  seemed,  therefore,  to  be 
so  deepfy  invtdved,  that  it  became  the  du^  of  the  cam- 
mittee  to  ascertain  bow  the  fact  waa,  and  the  sdb-conn- 
mittee  was  accordingly  appointed. 

In  pursuance  of  this  appointment,  we  proceeded  to  the 
department;  Mr.  Barry  waa  not  there;  we  mqttired  of 
Hr.  Gardner,  the  iirisUnt,  and  otiiers,  fbrthepersons  who 
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made  oitt  the  '  •  abstnicta, "  and  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Dundas 
vere  introduced,  and,  after  a  preliminary  examination, 
were  sworn  and  testi6ed.  Werecurred  to  the  erasure%  and 
asked  what  was  erased  to  make  the  bhinks  which  were 
filled  by  Mr.  Bradley's  name?  They  answered,  Mr.  Barry** 
and  Mr.  McLean's*  but  chieBy  Mr.  Barry's.    Why  were 
Messrs.  McLean  and  Barry's  names  first  inserted?  Be- 
oMise  they  supposed  it  was  ri^tf  but  Mr.  Brown,  by  order 
of  the  Postmaster  General,  as  he  said,  had  determined 
otherwise,  and  directed  this  rule.-  to  take  tite  leffer,  and 
look  at  the  account  of  the  contractor  which  was  adjusted 
for  each  quarter,  and,  if  the  credit  of,the  allowance  at  the 
end  of  the  quarter  is  carried  into  Bradley's  time,  charge 
Ibe  allowance  to  him.   It  appeared  that  the  account  witli 
Hsmll  was  adjuited  and  baiuiced  to  the  end  of  the  quar- 
ter, to  wH,  the  Ist  of  April;  and,  as  Bradley  was  then 
acting  Postmaster  General,  this  allowance  was  consequently 
charged  to  him.    I  inquired  if  this  quarter's  account  wss 
adjusted  and  balanced  at  the  time  it  bears  date?   The  an. 
Bwer  was,  no;  and  not,  probably,  until  June.  Whether,  if 
the  allowance  bad  been  made  between  the  Isfc  of  April 
(the  end  of  the  quarter)  and  June,  the  time     actual  ad- 
justment, it  would  have  been  carried  to  Harrall's  credit  in 
that  quastCT?  The  answer  was,  that  it  would.  Do  not  you, 
^en,  we  a^ed,  see  the  fellacy  of  your  rule  in  proving 
who  was  the  Postmaster  Generu  who  made  the  allowance ' 
Tour  quarter  closed  en  the  1st  of  April,  and  Bradley's 
functions  ceased  on  the  7th,  and  your  adjustment  of  the 
quarter  was  made  on  the  Ist  of  June,    if  this  allowance 
had  been  made  any  time  between  die  7th  of  April  and  Ist 
of  June,  and  you  bad  carried  it  back  to  the  1st  of  April, 
do  not  you  Ke  that  you  fix  on  Bradl^  an  allowance  made 
by  Barry?   Bnng  your  original  entry,  where,  concerning 
this  allowance,  you  first  put  pen  to  paper,  no  matter  what 
is  the  name  of  uie  book  or  the  document.    They  brought 
*<theeadibook;"  there  the  allowance  wss  stated,  and 
the  time  for  wluch  it  was  made,  but  not  when  the  decision 
was  made.    But  I  perceived,  in  a  unall  note  in  red  ink, 
"seektCerof  13th  April."   I  demanded  the  letter,  andit 
was  brou^t;  and,  behold,  it  was  a  letter  oi  Phineas  Brad- 
ley to  Harrall,  mx  days  after  Abraham's  fiinctions  haA 
ceased,  stating  that  the  Postmaster  General  (Barry)  had 
examined  his  claim  for  extra  compensation,  and  had  di- 
rected  him  to  pass  the  sum  of  tX,992  50  per  annum  to  his 
credit,  as  extra  allowance.    Here  the  thing  was  settled. 
The  charge  of  Bradley  to  the  Preaidenl^  of  Barr^a  extra 
allowance,  was  truei  tiu  attempt  in  Bany'f  omcial  re- 
port to  shoulder  it  off  on  Bradley  was  entirely  defeated. 
The  Assistant  Postmaster  Genenl,  Gardner,  and  Chief 
Clerk,  Brown,  were  forced  to  admit  the  error,  and  that 
the  nUe  which  had  fixed  about  $40,000  of  allowances  upon 
Bradley,  took  these  allowances  from  Mcl<ean,  but  chiefly 
from  Birry,  where  they  in  Ihct  belonged,  and  chai^ 
then  upon  Btndlnr,  where  they  did  not  belong.    It  was 
ilnu^e,  indeed,  that  this  abstract  should  have  been,  at 
first,  made  out  correctly,  and  that  McLean  and  Barry's 
names  should  have  been  improperly  erased  and  Brad- 
ley's improperly  inserted.     Now,  it  is  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  chai^so  grave  as  those  presented  by  Brad- 
ley to  the  President  of  the  Umted  States,  in  his  tetter 
of  the  17th  of  October,  were  never  communicated  to  the 
Poitmaster  General.    Mr.  Bradley  had  been  an  Assistant 
Poatmaitcr  General  ftall  thirty  years,  and,  in  all  that  time, 
had  maintained  an  irreproachable  character.  He  had  been 
removed  without  bung  permitted  to  know  the  cause. 
One  of  the  diarges  (to  wit,  prodigality)  which  he  prefers 
wauwtthePostmtsterGeneral,  (Bsrry,)i8  attempted  to  be 
shouldered  oflT  on  him.    This  the  witness  declares  on  oath 
wu  the  act  of  Barry  himself,  and  proves  H  in  the  way  I 
have  stated. 

Thedepoutions  of  Brown,  Dundai^  Tsylor,  Satcr,  and 
Gsrdoer,  admit  the  misrepresentation  in  this  '*  ahstractt" 
bat  "it  is  an  innocent  mistake."  It  may  be  so,  and  we 


wish,  in  all  charity,  that  we  had  better  j^rounds  to  presume 
it.  This  "  abstract"  is  neither  an  original  record,  nor  a 
copy  from  any  record.  It  states  briefly  in  each  esse  the 
amount  of  the  contract,  the  name  of  the  contractor,  the  - 
amount  of  the  extra  allowance,  and  for  what  time.  It  is 
neither  an  extract  nor  abstract  from  any  record  or  docu- 
ment. It  is  rather  a  compilation  of  these  facts  from  the 
letters,  the  cash  book,  and  the  leger.  It  seems  ungu- 
lar  that  there  is  no  ^rect  record  of  the  time  when  these 
allowances  were  ^ranted.  But,  nevertheless,  it  happened 
in  this  case  that  the  subordinate  officers  found  no  difficulty 
in  ascertaining  which  Postmaster  General  did  make  the 
allowances;  and  nothing  but  the  rule  promulgated  by  Mr. 
O.  B.  Brown  changed  the  right  into  m  wrong.  Now,  it 
would  seem  that  a  rule  so  utterly  fidbdous  as  this,  would 
operate  sometimes  for,  and  sometimes  against,  Mr.  Brad- 
ley;butthis  (strange  to  tell)  operated  in  every  case  ogunst 
him,  and  fixed  upon  him  the  most  numerous  and  extrava- 
gant extra  allowances  that  were  ever  made  in  twice  that 
distance  of  time.  Considering,  therefore,  that  Hr.  Barry 
luid  been,  long  before  this,  presented  to  the  Prerident  Tar 
extravs^nce  In  these  allowances;  that  lus  answer  to  a  caU 
from  the  Senate  had  been  altered,  by  erasures,  so  as  to  re- 
move this  charge  from  him,  and  fix  it  on  Bradley;  that  the 
falaty  of  the  official  document  had  been  detected,  and  ac- 
knowledged by  the  officers  who  have  the  chief  manage- 
ment of  the  department^  it  is  for  the  public  to  decide 
whether  such  errors  in  such  a  department,  which  con^itw 
to  destroy  the  ftir  fkme  of  a  worthy  and  hij^y  distin- 
^shcd  citizen,  are  to  he  ascribed  to  gross  ignwanee  or 
>ase  design. 

From  «1  the  evidence  vhich  we  obtained  Irom  die  de- 
partment, it  would  seem  that,  in  leas  than  four  weeks,  Mr. 
Bradley  is  made  to  liave  given  extra  alllowancea  in  forty- 
seven  cases;  in  thirty-rix  of  which  Mr.  McLean  and  Barry 
were  rightiy  cbai^d,  but  their  names  were  erased,  and 
Bradley°s  wrongfully  inserted.  It  appears  further,  that 
though  the  call  as  to  these  extra  allowances,  which  waa 
made  nine  months  before  it  was  answered,  extendi  also 
to  the  reasons  or  conrideration  for  them,  yet  in  very  few 
instances  has  the  reason  or  cOnuderation  been  given;  and 
in  some  it  is  found  that  it  has  been  eiToneously  given. 
In  this  very  case  of  Harrall,  all  that  is  pretended  to  have 
been  gained  for  this  $1,992  per  annum,  is  expecting  two 
hours  in  twenty-four,  which,  upon  inquiry,  turns  out  to 
be  but  an  hour  and  a  half.  In  the  mael  time  that  thia 
mass  0f  matter  has  been  before  us,  we  have  discovered 
enough  to  convince  methattius  mutilated,  mangled,  per- 
verted document  never  onj^  to  go  to  the  public  mth 
the  sanction  of  the  Senate.  The  Senator  from  Tennessee 
suggests  tliat  the  petition  and  this  document  may  both  be 
pubUshed.  But  the  committee  know  that  the  petition 
IS  true,  and  the  document  is  not.  Shall  we,  then,  give  cur- 
rency  to  official  dander  against  a  citizen  who  has  served 


you  near  for^  7^"f*  distinguished  aUlity  and  stem 
mtegri^^  .  if  hisfiutilfulservices  could  not  save  him  frtm 
a  relentless  proscription,  but  he  must  be  cast  upon  the 
world  in  the  evening  of  his  days,  pennyless,  and  without 
employ,  surely  we  will  not  give  currency  to  that  which, 
if  true,  would  consign  bhn  to  in&ray,  but  which  we  know 
is  a  gross  fabrication.  If  you  will  consent  to  adopt  a  re- 
solution, ^rectii^  the  printer  to  enclose  the  erasures  in 
brackets,  and  insert  this  resolution  in  a  note  at  the  bottom 
of  each  page  which  shall  contain  an  erasure,  the  antidote 
would  tlien  go  with  the  poison,  and  no  harm  would  be 
done.    But,  as  it  is,  I  protest  agunst  such  injustice. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  remarked,  that  he  should  not  oppose 
the  adoption  of  the  rcsolutim.  He  never  could  see  any 
pubhc  utility  in  either  obtaining  or  printing  the  abstracts; 
and  if  any  member  supposed  that  ii^ustice  would  be 
inflicted  on  any  one,  bethould  be  stiU  leas  inclined  to  have 
them  printed.  He  was  one  of  the  memben  of  the  com- 
mittee who  examined  titis  subject  at  the  General  Post 


Digitized  by 


Google 


341 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


342 


Mabch  3,  1831.] 


Office,  u]d  believed  no  improper  conclu«on  could  be 
drawn.  If  the  abstracts,  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Bradley, 
and  the  depositions  of  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Suter,  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, ,uid  Me.  Dundas,  were  printed  toffetherj  the  whole 
truth  of  the  case  would  then  he  presented,  and  no  impu- 
tation would  be  thrown  on  any  one.  Ur.  Bradley  alleged 
thai  certain  extra  aUowances  purpra-ted  by  the  abstracts 
to  have  been  made  by  him,  which  were  not  made  by  him; 
but  it  should  be  noticed,  that  there  was  no  evidence  that 
these  allowances  were  not  properly  made.  It  was  only 
material  to  investigate  die  matter,  because  Mr.  Bradley 
bad  stated  in  lus  letter  to  the  Pre^deot  that  Major  Barry 
had  made  one  or  more  of  them.  It  was  a  nutter  touching 
Mr.  Bradley's  veracity,  which  it  wasdeemedpropershould 
be  put  upon  the  true  ground.  Mr.  G.  was  desirous  that 
full  justice  should  bis  done  to  Mr.  Bradley,  but  protested 
agunst  the  effort  which  seemed  to  have  for  its  object 
the  inculpation  of  the  Post  Office  Department  in  the 
transaction  alluded  to;  and  a  reference  to  the  depositions 
of  the  witnesses  before  named  vould.entirdy  free  the  de- 
partment from  all  censure. 

It  was  required  by  the  resolution  that  the  department 
diould  state  not  only  all  extra  allowances  made,  but  the 
officers  bv  whom  made.  The  clerks,  Mr.  Taylor  and 
Mr.  Dundas,  were  directed  by  Mr-  Brown,  the  Chief 
Clerk,  to  proceed  with  the  work.  Mr.  Brown  was  de- 
tained  from  the  office  by  sickness.  In  the  execution  of 
the  biinnes^  il'was  diacovercd  that  the  books  of  the  office, 
from  its  commencement,  contiuned  nothing  showing  by 
whom  extra  allowances  had  been  made,  but  the  dates  of 
the  enlriesj  and  Mr.  Dundas  had  gone  on  to  state  tiie  extra 
allowances  as  made  by  Mr.  McLean  up  to  ttie  day  of  his 
resignation,  and  from  tbat  penod  as  made  wholly  by  Major 
Barry.  After  Ite  had  pj-oceededin  this  way  for  some  time,  a 
question  arose  as  to  itscorrectness,  and  it  was  agreed  by  Mr. 
Taylor  and  Mr.  Dundas  to  take  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Brown 
upon  the  subject,  on  which  they  difTered  in  opinion.  They 
stated  to  him  the  principle  of  difference,  without  reference 
to  any  particular  case,  (as  sworn  to  by  Mr.  Taylor.)  Mr. 
Brown  was  of  opinion  that  Uie  criterion  would  be,  to 
take  from  the  books  the  dates  of  the  first  entries  for  the 
payments  of  extra  sllowancei,  and  charge  the  making  of 
these  to  the  Postmaster  General  then  inoiSicetand  to  state 
all  allowances  as  ma«le.by  Postmaster  General  McLean  np 
to  the  day  of  bis  resignation,  and  all  allowances  as  made 
by  Mr.  Braver,  who  was  by  law  acting  PQrtmaater  Gene- 
ral, up  to  the  day  Mr.  Barry  was  sworn  into  office;  and  to 
Mr-  Barry  all  allowances  made  from  that  day  subsequently- 
This  was  the  mle  adopted;  and,  in  conformi^  with  it,  tiie 
name  of  Mr.  Barry  was  rt«sed  in  several  instances,  and 
Mr.  Bradley's  inserted,  before  the  report  was  completed. 
This  was  the  whole  of  the  matter;  the  oripnal  books  and 
docomenta  all  stand  fUr  and  unaltered,  andhe  could  sec 
no  ground  of  imputation  against  any  one.  That  some  of 
tfiese  alterations  in  the  abstract  which  those  clerks  were 
making  were  erroneously  made,  no  one  doubted.  Mr. 
Brown  stated  it  in  his  deposition,  and,  taking  all  the  de- 
pontions  mentioned,  it  is  explained  in  the  most  satis&c- 
tory  manner.  Itarosefrom  the  rule  or  principle  on  which 
the  books  have  at  all  times  been  kept|  and  the  al»tracts 
were  taken  from  the  bodes  as  kept,  and  from  the  entries 
actually  made  under  Mr.  Bradley,  and  from  no  intention 
to  do  iigustice  to  any  one.  Mr.  G.  was  himself  convinced 
that  perfect  accuracy  could  not  be  arrived  at,  as  to  tlie 
persona  making  the  extra  allowances,  from  an  inspection 
of  tiie  books  of  the  department.  It  might  be  done  possi> 
bly  by  an  exunination  of  tlie  correspondence  in  each  case; 
but  that  would  b«  an  almost  endless  labors  and  five  months 
would  not  have  been  sufficient  to  examine  the  necessary 
letters  and  documents.  He  would  unite  with  gentlemen 
in  voting  to  suspend  tlie  printing,  but  protested  against  any 
ii^bvnce  bdng  drawn  even  to  the  prejudice  of  the  depart- 
ment from  the  trannctions  which  were  called  in  question. 


Mr.  CLAYTON  said,  he  wished  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  when  he  expressed  his  opimon  that  others 
berieved  no  fraud  was  intended  by  the  erasures,  had  con- 
fined lumself  to  what  he  knew,  or  had  better  lowm  to 
believe,  flian  he  had  condescended  to  name.  The  odier 
membeiB  of  the  committee  would  think  for  themselrcic 
and  bad  not  made  that  gentleman  their  organ  to  express 
any  opinion  on  tliis  subject  He  said,  he  imderstood 
the  gentleman  to  say,  by  way  of  excuse  for  these  muti- 
lated documents,  thM,  in  some  of  the  cases,  Mr.  McLean 
had  made  the  allowances.  Si^  an  infection  of  the 
evidence  will  show  that,  in  nearly  all,  if  not  in  every 
case,  the  reverse  is  the  ftct.  The  select  committee  this 
mqming  reported  on  the  affairs  of  the  department;  and 
the  depontions  and  papers  to  show  this,  which  have  all 
been  ordered  to  be  printed,  are  referred  to  in,  and  form 
a  part  of,  the  report.  Among  these  is  a  communication 
from  Mr.  McLean,  in  which  he  informs  the  committee 
that  Mr.  Bradley  never  made  an  allowance  while  he  was 
in  the  office  oz  Postmaster  General.  But,  nr,  ttiere  is 
yet  another  reaaon  why  these  documents  ^ould  not  be 
printed.  Hiey  are  entirely  evasive  of  tlie  resolutitm 
of  the  Senate.  In  a  minority  of  all  the  cases  of  extra 
compensation  set  forth  in  them,  they  do  not  state  the 
"additional  service"  to  be  performed,  and  which  was 
the  consideration  for  the  aUowanCe.    They  are  now 

Sread  (m  the  Secretary's  table,  and  y<m  may  see  that 
ty  do  not  ccHirtitiite,  without  the  contract^  even  an 
apology  for  an  answer  to  the  retjuimtion  made  by  the 
3enale.  Generally,  they  do  not  give  the  length  of  the 
routes,  or  of  the  time  in  which  they  were  to  be  perform- 
ed— but  leave  you  to  refer  to  the  contracts  themselves, 
which  it  is  not  proposed  to  print.  And  in  one  case, 
where  the  excuse  for  the  extra  allowance  is  set  down  to 
be  anincrease  of  euedition,  by  carrying  the  ouultiirougfa 
two  hours  sooner,  the  prool^  as  you  will  see  by  the  depo- 
ritions,  is,  that  it  was  to  be  carried  tlirough  only  one  hour 
and  a  half  sooner  tiian  before  the  extra  compensation  was 
allowed.  The  law  explidtiy  directs  that  the  extra  allow- 
ance shall  be  regulated  by  tlie  original  contract,  and 
apportioned  according  to  the  increase  of  duty  to  be  per- 
f(«med.  To  determine  the  propriety  of  the  allowance, 
the  additional  service  must  be  distinctly  statedi.  and  as 
this  has  not  been  done  in  tnost  of  the  cases,  the  docu- 
ments, witiiout  reference  to  the  contracts,  showing  no- 
thing, are  not  worth  the  cost  of  printing.  But  it  is  enough 
now  to  say  tliat  the  Senate  will  not  deliberately  give  pub- 
licity to  what  they  know  to  be  untrue. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  hoped  he  had  not  mistaken  the  object 
of  the  motion  now  before  the  Senate.  lie  had  tiiought 
it  was  with  a  view  to  do  justice  t0  Mr.  Bradley }  so  far  he 
was  willing  tojgo;  but  let  it  be  understood  1^  he  did 
not  acquiesce  in  any  denundation  of  the  officers  of  the 
Post  Office  Department.  It  was  true  Mr.  Rirry's  name 
had  been  erased,  and  Mr.  Bradley's  substituted  in  its 
place;  but  the  clerks  tell  us  it  was  a  mistake — that  it  was 
innocently-done.  He  did  not  understand  that  the  answer 
of  the  Postmaster  General  tathe  resolution  of  the  Senate 
was  evBsivei  he  had  not  been  able  to  pve  so  full  an  an- 
swer as  was  deurable,  perhaps,  but  at  the  next  sessiwn  it 
might  be  obtuned.  He  knew  that  Mr.  Bradley  was 
cha^d  with  paymg  money,  which  be  should  not  have 
been;  but  he  also  knew  that  it  resulted  from  an  innocent 
mistake  of  young  clerks. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  had  yielded  the  floor  to  afford 
other  Senators  an  opportunity  to  explain  their  views. 
It  was  now  proper  to  explain  the  objects  of  the  memo- 
rial. It  was  no  part  of  hiadutytogomtotfae  proofiupon 
the  subject,  to  show  that  the  present  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral has  wilfully  and  corruptly  made  an  allegation  injuri- 
ous to  the  reputation  of  the  memorialist;  or  that  erasures 
of  Mr.  Barry's  name,  and  interlineations  of  Mr.  Bradley's^ 
now  admitted  to  have  been  made  at  the  department. 
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were  made  fraudulenty  and  corruptly.  His  object  re- 
quired no  such  course,  and  therefore  he  did  not  pursue  it. 

Mr,  Bradley  has  stated,  and  sworn,  that  tlie  extra  allow- 
ances mentioned  in ,  the  memorial  were  made  by  Mr. 
Bany,  and  hsdlnade  diis  fact  the  foundation  of  a  charge 

S referred  against  Mr.  Bany  to  the  President  of  the 
nited  States.  Mr.  Barrv's  rejjort,  bearing  the  authority 
of  bis  officii  station  and  his  signature,  asserts,  that  the 
extra  allowances  were  made  by  Mr.  Bradley.  It  there- 
fine  charges  the  statement  and  affidavit  of  the  memo* 
rialisl  to  be  false.  It  is  now  admitted  on  all  hands,  and 
eonclusirely  prored  by  an  examination  of  the  books  of 
the  department,  that  the  allowances  were  made  by  the 
present  Postmaster  General,  Mr.  Barry,  and  not  by  Mr. 
Bradley;  and  that  the  name  of  Mr.  Barry,  originally  and 
properly  inserted  in  the  abstract  alluded  to,  has  been 
erased,  and  the  name  of  Mr.  Bradley  substituted!  utd  it 
is  therefore  conceded  that  the  representation  given  by 
Mr.  Bradley  is  true,  and  that  ^ren  by  the  report  of  Mr. 
Barry,  the  Postmaster  General,  false.  This  false  report 
has  been  ordwed  by  the  Senate  to  be  printed.  The  me- 
morialist asks  a  suapenuon  of  this  order.  This,  sir,  said 
Mr.  C,  is  the  history  of  this  singular  affiur.  The  ques- 
tion for  conaderation  is,  whether  the  Senate  will  contri- 
bute their  aid  to  circulate  a  falsehood,  and  thereby  make 
itself  auxiliary  to  the  distribution  oF  a  chaise,  now  admit- 
ted to  be  utterly  untrue,  deeply  oflfensive  to  the  character 
of  a  man  who  has  grown  ^rey  in  usefiil  service  to  his 
country,  and  who  has  attam^d  an  honorable  old  age  in 
the  imibt  of  active  life  without  reproach  to  his  integrity. 
As  a  citizen  of  the  same  State,  he  had  asked  his  protec- 
tion! it  had  cheerfully  been  accorded;  and  he  was  happy 
to  beheve  no  member  of  the  Senate  would  withhold  a  vote, 
now  become  necessary,  to  preserve  an  innocent  man 
from  an  unmerited  and  unfounded  imputation. 

The  question  was  thenput  on  suspending  the  printing, 
and  detemtined  In  the  affirmative,  rum.  em. 

PENAL  CODE. 
Mr.  LIVINGSTON,  of  Louisiana,  s«d,  it  would  be 
remembered,  that,  on  the  last  day  of  the  last  session,  he 
bad  bud  of)  the  table  a  bill  to  establish  a  ^st^  of  penal 
law,  wi&  the  avawed  intention  of  submitting  it  to  the 
comidoMioR  <^  tbe  Senate  at  tlui  session.  The  time 
occupied  by  the  trial  of  tl»e  impeachment  during  the  be- 

Snning,  and  the  extraonUnary  press  of  business  during 
e  reminder  of  the  session,  concurred  with  other  cir- 
cumstancesin  preventing  himirom  bringing  it  up._  Among 
tiiem  was  a  proposition  for  appointing  commissioners  to 
frame  a  code  of  laws  tor  the  District  of  Columbia;  tor 
that  part  of  whieh,  relating  to  penal  law,  tlus  system  forms 
an  important  point.  That  propowtion  having,  within  a 
few  days,  &iled,  Mr.  L.  said  he  would  now,  in  pursu- 
ance of^ notice  given  on  a  former  day,  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  his  bill.  It  was  his  intention,  had  time  permit- 
ted, to  have  developed  the  principles  of  the  bill,  some 
of  which  would  be  found  extremely  important,  Under 
present  circumstances,  he  would- confine  himself  to  say- 
mg  tiut  it  laid  down  general  principles  applicable  to  the 
■object,  provided  for  the  cases  of  those  general  acta 
which  ought  to  be  punishable  under  the  powers  vested 
in  the  General  Government,  in  whatever  part  of  the 
United  Statca  they  may  be  committed,  and  those  which 


may  be  committed  in  places  under  the  exclusive  jurisdic' 
tion  of  the  United  States,  including,  of  course,  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia — tliat  it  accurately  defined  all  offences, 
providedas  well  for  thdr  prevention  as  their  punidiment — 
mcludes  a  complete  system  of  procedure — a  code  of  pri- 
son discipline,  and  a  book  of  definitions^  exphuning  all 
the  technical  words  used  in  every  part  of  the  system. 
He  would  mention  two  important  natures  in  the  plan — 
the  one  was,  providing,  by  positive  law,  for  defining  and 
punishing  offences  urainst  the  laws  of  nations^  and,  among 
them,  some  which  had  hitherto  been  left  without  any 
sanction;  such  as  offences  against  that  law  which  regu- 
lated, in  modern  limea^  the  conduct  of  civilized  nations 
with  respect  to  each  other  in  time  of  war  as  well  as  of 
peace.  As  these  were  entirely  new,  Mr.  L.  said  he 
wished,  when  the  document  was  put  in  the  hands  of  the 
Senators,  they  would  pay  particular  attention  to  its  pro- 
visions, as  well  to  one  most  important  principle  which 
pervades  tbe  whole — ^the  total  abolition  of  the  punishment 
of  death.  To  this  he  inTited  the  Senators  to  give  a  most 
serious  reflection,  that  they  might  be  prepar^  to  meet 
the  discusnon  which  he  should  think  it  a  du^  to  invite  at 
the  next  session. 

Having  been  prevented,  by  the  reasons  which  he  had 
mentioned,  from  explaining  the  provisions  of  the  nrstem 
in  an  address  to  the  Senate,  he  would  supply  it  by  an 
introductorv  report  which  would  be  delivered  to  the  mem- 
bers of  both  Houses,  together  with  the  system.  Mr.  L. 
then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  &iM,  which  was 
granted. 

Mr.  ROBBINS  said  that  he  held  a  document  on  the 
subject  of  the  abolition  of  the  punishment  of  death,  which 
he  thought  would  be  very  useful  to  the  Senate  in  form- 
ing an  opinion  on  that  subject.  It  consisted  of  extracts 
from  reports  made  to  the  Legislature  of  Looinana  by  the 
Senator  from  that  State,  which  had  been  ktely  repub- 
lished in  Pennsylvania.  He  moved  tiiat  it  might  beprintedf 
which  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  the  Senate  then  went 
into  executive  business,  and  sat  widi  idosed  doon  till  four 
o'clock,  when  they  took  a  recess  till  inx. 

XVS5IKS  szssiev. 
'   The  Senate  re-assemhied  at  six  o'clock,  and  immediately 
went  into  the  conuderation  of  executive  business,  and 
sat  with  closed  doors  until  half  past  seven. 

Messrs.  Woobscst  and  Bdsmkt  were  then  appoint- 
ed a  committee,  to  join  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  wait  on  the  PreaideDt  of 
the  Uiuted  States,  and  inforfb  lum  that,  unlesa  be  had 
some  further  comnmnicttions  to  malw  to  that  body,  it 
was  ready  to  adjourn. 

The  committee  soon  ".tief  returned,  and  notified  the 
Senate  that  the  committee  Iiad  attended  to  the  du^  as- 
signed them,  and  tlmt  the  President  informed  Uiem  he 
h^  no  further  oommumcations  to  make. 

On  motion, 

Orderedt  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House  Of  Re- 
presentatives that  the  Senate,  having  concluded  the  legis- 
iative  bunness  before  it,  are  now  ready  to  adjourn. 

The  Seeretsfy  having  r^roed. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro.  tern,  adjouined  the  Senate  mm 
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Chodaw  Treaty. 


EXECUTIVE  PROCEEDINGS. 


Thdbsdat,  Dzckxbbb  9,  1S30. 
CHOCTAW  TREATY. 
The  following- mesaj^  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  Stutes,  by  Mr.  Do^elsov,  bU  Secretary: 

fa  the  Senate  of  the  Vhited  fltaies.- 

GKKTLUiBif;  I  trajismit  herewith  a  treaty,  concluded 
by  comoussioneni  duly  authorized  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  lodiuis,  which, 
irith  the  ezplaiMtoiy  docmmentik  » lubautted  to  ue  Se- 
nate for  their  adriee  and  consent  as  to  the  ntification  of 
die  same. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Iietember9,  1830. 

The  messaKe,  treaty,'and  documents  were  read. 

Ordered,  l^t  they  be  referred  to  the  Comnuttee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  and  that  the  treaty  and  documents  be 
printed  under  an  injunction  of  secrecy. 

TtTKflJlAT,   VZCKMBXK  14. 

The  following-motion,  submitted  by  Mr.  POIND  EXTER, 
was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Raoived,  That  the  President  of  tlie  United  States  be 
requested  to  «ause  to  be  Ud  before  the  Senate  copies  of 
any  letters  or  other  communications  whieh  may  have  been 
received  at  the  Department  of  War,  from  the  chie&  and 
headmen,  or  any  one  of  them,  of  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  In- 
dians, since  the  treaty  entered  into  by  the  commissioners 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  withtliat  tribe  of  Indians, 
atDamun^  Rabbit  creek;  and  that  he  also  be  requested 
to  inform  the  Senate,  from  the  information  which  lie  may 
possess  on  that  subject,  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
number  of  Indians  belonging  to  said  tribe  have  emigrated  to 
the-countn  west  of  the  Hisussippi  since  the  date  of  said 
treaty,  and  whether  any  reluctance  has  been  manifested 
by  said  Indians,  or  any  part  of  them,  to  emigrate  accord- 
ing to  the  stipulations  of  tiie  treaty  |  and,  also,  what  num- 
ber of  said  tribe  had  removed  west  of  the  Mississippi,  ac- 
cording  to  former  treaties  entered  into  with  them. 

lloHiuT,  DEcamia  30. 

The  i(dIowii4p  mesMge  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  Statei^  by  Mr.  Dovxuoh,  his  Secretaty : 

Ta  the  Senate  of  the  Uniied  Staita.- 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  14th  instant,  calling  for  copies  of  any  letters  or  other 
communications  which  m»  have  been  received  at  tlie  De- 
partment of  War,  from  the  chiefi  and  headmen,  or  any 
one  of  them,  of  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians,  naee  the 
treaty  entered  into  by  the  commissoners  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  with  that  tribe  of  Indians,  at  Dancing 
Rabbit  creeki  and  also  for  information  showing  the  num- 
ber of  Indians  belonging  to  that  tribe  who  have  emigrated 
to  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi*  &c.  be,  I  submit 
herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  contuning 
the  inlbnnatiim  requested. 

,      ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Deeemher  SO,  1830. 

The  message  and  documents  were  read. 

Ordered,  Ijiat  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  AfTun,  and  be  printed  in  confidence  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

MOKDAT,  Jasuabt  3,  1831. 
Hie  following^  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Vkt.  Dohxuost,  his  Secretwy: 


7b  the  Innate  of  the  United  States: 

Since  my  message  of  the  20tli  'of  December  Yaak, 
transmitting  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  61 
War,  with  mformation  requested  by  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  14th  Decenuier,  in  relation  to  the  treaty  con- 
cluded at  Dancing  Rabbit  creek  with  the  Choctaw  Indians^ 
I  have  received  t»e  two  letters  which  are  herewith  en- 
closed, oontaimi^  further  infbrmaUon  on  the  subject. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

January  3,  1831. 

The  message  and  the  accompanying  documents  were 
read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Afliurs  and  be  printed  under  an  injunction  of  se- 
crecy. 

TOBSBAT,  JaHDAST  4. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  9th  December,  the  treaty  with 
the  Choctaw  Indiana,  together  wift  the  messages  relating 
thereto,  of  the  30th  December,  and  the  3d  instant,  report- 
ed the  trca^  without  amendment. 

TouBsnAT,  Fxbkvakt  17. 

The  trea^  with  the  Choctaw  Indiana  was  read  the  se- 
cond time,  uid  conndered  as  in  pomndttee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POINDEXTER, 

Ordered^  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  following  motion,  submitted  by  Mr.  BENTON, 
was  conudered  and  agreed  to: 

Ruoived,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  AfTturs  be  au- 
thorized to  call  before  them  any  persons  now  in  Washing- 
ton city,  Mid  take  their  exanunationa,  on  oath,  relative  to 
the  country  destined  for  the  use  of  the  Cboctaws,  and 
other  Indians,  beyond  the  Mississippi,  and  the  actual  con- 
dition of  the  Indians  who  have  removed  t  and  report  the 
said  examinations  to  the  Senate. 


SATtranAT,  Fkubvart  19. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affiurs, 
who  were  authorized,  by  the  resoluUon  of  the  Senate  of 
the  17th  instant,  to  take  depontions  relative  to  the  coun- 
try destined  for  the  use  of  the  Indians  beyond  the  Misus- 
sippi,  Ribmitted  the  answers  of  William  Clark,  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  Affairs  at  St.  Louis,  to  certam  interro- 
gatories propounded  by  the  comnuttee. 

The  document  was  read. 

I'he  Senate  resimicd,  a*  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the -consideration  of  the  trea^  with  the  Choctaw  Indiana; 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  mad^  it  ms  reported  to 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  WHITE  submitted  the  following  rescdution,  which 
was  considered  by  unanimous  consent: 

Seeohedt  (two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  concur- 
ring,) That  the  Senate  do  advise  and  consent  to  the  rati- 
fication of  the  treaty  between  tlie  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica and  the  Mingoes,  chiefs,  captains,  and  warriors  of 
the  Choctaw  nation,  concluded  at  Dancing  Babbit  creek 
on  the  15th  of  September,  1830,  together  with  the  sup- 
plement titereto,  concluded  at  the  same  place  the  SSth  of 
September,  1830. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  KNIGHT  to  amend  the 
resolution,  by  inserting aner  '*  That,"  in  the  second  line, 
the  following:  "  disavowing  the  principle  asserted  by  the 
commissioners,  in  the  preamble,  tlwt  the  President  can- 
!  not  protect  the  Choctaw  people  in  their  righta  and  poa- 
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•esMom  in  the  State  of  Miswssippi)  but,  on  tlie  contraryj 
he  has  full  power  and  authority  ao  to  do.  and  with  thia 
aMeveration."  - 

And,  after  debate, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENDRICKS,  it  was  a^ed  to  re- 
commit the  treaty  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENDRICKS,  to  strike  out  the  pre- 
amble of  the  treaty,  the  question  was  put — Shall  the  fol- 
lovring  wotdst  '*  Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Slate  of  Misnsnppi  has  extended  the  lava  of  said  State  to 
persons  and  property  wiOiin  the  chartered  limits  of  the 
nmej  and  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  said  that 
he  cannot  protect  the  Choctaw  people  from  the  operation 
of  these  laws:  Now,  therefore,  that  the  Choctaws  may  live 
under  their  own  laws,  in  peace  with  the  United  States  and 
the  State  of  Misnssippi,  tliey  have  determined  to  sell  their 
lands  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  have  accordingly  a^rreed 
to  the  following  articles  oif  treaty" — atand  part  of  the 
treaty?  And  it  wu  determined  in  the  negative-^yeas  11, 
nays  33. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 

MeMfs.  Benton,  Brown,  Dudley,  Ellis,  For^th,  Grundy, 
Hayne,  King,  Livingston,  Tazewell,  White. — 11. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Bibb,  Burnet,  Cham- 
bers, Chase,  Dickerson,  Foot,  Krelinghuysen,  Hendricks, 
Holmes,  Iredell,  Johnston,  Kane,  Kmght,  McKinley, 
Marks,  Naudain,  Foindextcr,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Bug- 
les, Sanford,  Seymour,  Smith,  of  Hatylwnd,  Smith, 
of  South  Carolina,  Sprague,  Troup,  Tyler,  Willey,  Wood- 
bury— 32. 

So  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  preamble  was  agreed  to. 

No  further  amendment  having  been  made,  the  treaty 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  the  question  agun  put,  and 
the  amendment  concurred  in. 

Mr.  WHITE  submitted  the  following  resohition: 

Saohed,  (two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  concur- 
ring,) That  the  Senate  do  adnse  and  consent  to  the  rati- 
fication of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica and  tiie  Mingoea,  chieft,  captains,  uid  warriors  of 
Uie  Choctaw  nation,  concluded  at  Dancing  Rabbit  creek 


[Dac.  6,  r,  1830. 


on  the  15th  of  September,  1830,  together  with  the  sup- 
plement thereto^  concluded  at  the  same  place  the  38tti 
September,  1830,  with  ibe  exception  of  tiie  preamble. 


MOITDAT,  FKBaOAHT  21. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conuderation  of  the  treaty 
with  the  Choctaw  Indians,  together  with  the  resolutioi^ 
submitted  the  19th  instant  to  ratify  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KNIGHT  to  amend  the  reacdutkm, 
by  inserting  af\er^the  word  *'That,"  in  the  second  line, 
the  following  words:  "disavowing  the  principle  asserted 
by  the  comtmssioners,  in  their  negotiation,  that  the  Pre- 
sident cannot  protect  the  Choctaw-  people  in  their  pro- 
perty, ri^ts,  and  posBesaionsin  the  State  of  Missasippi**— 
it  wsf  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  19,  nays  35. 

Those  who  voted  in  Mhe  affirmative,  are, 

Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chambers,  Cbooet  Clayton, 
Foot,  Frelingliuysen,  Holmea,  Johnston,  Knigii^  Marks, 
Noudun,  Bobbins,'  Ruggles,  Seymour,  SiUiee,  Sprague, 
Willey— 19. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dickerson,  Dudley, 
Ell)^  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Iredell,  Kane, 
King,  Livingston,  HcKinley,  Poindezter,  Robinson,  Buk- 
ford.  Smith,  of  IiUryland,  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  Tast- 
well,  Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Woodbury.— 25. 

On  the  question  to  agree  (o  the  resolution,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative— -yeaa  33,  naya  lS. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 

Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chase,  Dicker- 
son,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks, 
Holmes,  Iredell,  Johnston,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  Living- 
ston, McKinley,  Pcundexter,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Rugeles, 
Sanford,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smith,  of  South  Carolina, 
Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  White,  WiUey,  Woodbury  33. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Messrs.  Barton,  Burnet,  Chambers^  Clayton,  Foot,  Fre- 
linghuysen,  Marks,  Naudain,  Noble,  Seymour,  Silsbee, 
Sprapie. — 12. 

Orderedt  Itut  the  Secretary  lay  thia  resolution  before 
the  Prendent     the  United  States, 


Firtt  ProeeeeUnga  in  the  State  of  RepreuniaUva. 


DEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


MoiroAT,  DKGBXBxa  6,  1830. 

At  13  o'clock  precisely,  the  roll  of  members  was  called 
over  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  (Matthew  St.  Cum 
Cuacs.)  and  it  appeared  that  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
6ve  Members  and  two  Delegates  were  present. 

The  Clerk  banng  announced  that  a  quorum  of  the 
House  was  present — 

Mr.  archer;  of  Ynginio,  rose,  and  said  that  he  was 
requested  by  bts  colleague,  the  Sfkakbb  of  thia  House, 
testate,  thathe  was  prevented  from  attending  by  indis- 
position; but  that  he  expected  to  be  able  to  reach  the  city 
before  the  usual  hour  of  sitting  of  the  House  to-morrow. 
A  gentleman  who  had  arrived  in  the  city  in  this  morning's 
mail-boat,  brought  infbrmation  tiiat  he  paaaedthe  Speaker 
yesterday  on  bis  road  to  thia  place.  In  anticipation  of 
the  question  which  might  be  pnaented  by  the  absence  of 
the  Speller,  Mr.  A.  said  he  had  looked  to  the  records, 
to  aacerti^n  what  had  been  the  practice  of  the  House  on 
Uke  cases  heretofore.  He  found  that  it  had  been  twofold : 
in  one  w  mne  caie%  the  House  having,  on  Ae  absence 


of  the  Speaker,  adjourned  from  day  to  day,  and  in  two 
cases,  occurring  in  one  year,  (1798,)  having  elected  a 
Speaker  Jirp/mpore.  He  had  risen,  be  said,  only  to  make 
the  eommunication  which  he  had  d!one  from  the  Speaker, 
and  to  state  what  had  been  the  practice  heretofore.  It 
would  be  for  the  House  to  determine  what  course  it  would 
pursue  on  the  present  occaaon. 

Mr.  POLK,  of  Tennessee,  said,  af^er  the  eom'raunicatlon 
which  had  just  been  made  to  the  House,  it  being  proba- 
ble that  the  Speaker  would  be  her;  to-morrow,  he  should 
propose  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn  until  to-morrow. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  motion,  and  deaded  in 
the  affinnotive. 

So  thtt  House  a^oumed. 


TdE8DA¥,  Dkcbx  bxb  7. 

The  SPEAKER  (tiie  Hon.  Axdbsw  Stbtsitsoit,  of 
Virgbiia)  being  present  this' day,  took  the  choir  at  12 
o'clock. 
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Prtndent'a  Mettage. 


[H.  OF  B. 


The  joumat  of  ycsterdsy  having  been  read,  the  mem- 
bers elected  since  the  laet  aesaion  were  Bwom  in. 

Measages  were  tiien  interchanged  between  the  two 
HoaM^  Uiat  th^  were  Teq>ectively  ready  to  proeeol  to 
busineM. 

A  committee  waj  then  appmnted,  to  join  auch  comnut- 
tee  as  ahould  be  apptrinted  on  the  part  of  .the  Sfenatc  to 
wut  upon  the  President,  and  inform  him  that  the  two 
Houses  were  formed,  and  ready  to  receive  soy  eonUDuni* 
cation  which  he  might  hare  to  make. 

Soon  after  which,  Mr.  HA YNES  reported  that  the  com- 
outtee  had  performed  the  duty  aangnad  to  tliem. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAYLOB,  of  New  York,  it  was  de- 
termined that  two  diaphuns  should  be  appointed,  as  usual, 
of  difierentdenomiiiationa,  to  interchange  weekly  between 
the  two  Houses. 

The  message  of  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States  was 
then  brought  in  by  his  private  Secretary,  Mr.  Donelson, 
read,  and  mderedto  be  printed — referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

[The  message  and  accompanying  dooutnents  will  be 
found  in  the  Append.] 

WiBiriaDAT,  DiccSMBUt  d. 

Mr.  J.  W.  TAYLOR  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

''JHesofae^  That  the  standing  committees  oe  now  ap- 
pointed, pursuant  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House." 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  remarked,  that  the  Speaker  did  not 
arrive  until  yesterdayt  tliat  he  had  been,  and  still  was, 
bboring  under  a  painful. indisposition;  and  he,  therefore, 
moved  that  the  resolve  lie  on  the  table,  to  allow  him 
furtha  time  to  make  a  selection  of  the  committees. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  hoped  that  his  colleague  would  with- 
draw bis  motion  fbr  the  present,  to  give  him  an  opportu- 
luty  to  exptain.the  reasons  which  had  induced  bim  to  offer 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  H.  having  withdrawn  his  motion, 

Mr.  TAYLOR  observed,  that  yesterday  the  message  of 
the  President  had  been  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  state  of  tlie  Union,  and  he  supposed 
the  House  would  this  day  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee 
cS  the  Whcde  on  the  message  of  the  President.  Before 
gmt^f  into  committee,  the  standing  committees  must  be 
appointed ;  for  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  would  come  to 
no  resolutions  for  referring  the  different  subjects  con- 
tained in  the  message  until  the  standing  committees  were 
appointed.  If,  however,  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Speaker 
to  defer  the  ^pointment  of  the  standing  committees  of 
the  House,  he  certui^f  ihoidd  not  object  to  it. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  entirely  concurred  with  his  colleague 
as  to  the  pro'^riefy  of  appointing  the  standing  committees 
before  taking  up  the  message  for  distribution  Lo  commit- 
tees, but  again  referred  to  the  short  time  the  Speaker 
had  been  in  the  city,  and  hia  late  severe  and  continued  ill- 
ness. Mr.  H.  concluded  by  again  moving  that  the  reso- 
lution lie  on  the  table. 

After  a  few  words  from  the  SPEAKER,  intimating  that 
he  had  the  phyiical  power,  to  make  the  appcnntments,  but 
that  he  had  not  yet  received  a  list  of  the  members  who 
had  taken  their  seats. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion  of- Mr.  Hormair, 
and  decided  in  the  amrmative. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

ThVBSDAT,  DRCKMBEn  9. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  move<I  that  the  House  do  now  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  yesterday  submitted 
by  him  for  the  appointment  of  the  standing  committees  of 
the  House;  and  the  question  bung  taken  thereon, 

It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  queiiion  Vis  then  put  on  ttie  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  it  wu  ^reed  to. 


So  the  House  agp^ed  that  the  standing  comnnttees 
should  now  be  appointed.  [They  will  be  appointed  by 
the  Speaker,  and  probably  reported  to  the  House  to- 
mmrow^] 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  HOFFMAN,  the  House  then  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  Mr.  Wigklitfe  in  the  cliair. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  moved  resolutions  referring  the  va- 
rious subjects  of  the  President's  menage  to  different 
standing  and  select  committees. 

Some  conversation  then  took  place  between  Messrs. 
STRONG,  HOFFMAN,  WAYNE,  and  VANCE,  as  to 
the  propriety  of  referring  some  of  the  subjects  above  no- 
ticed to  a  standing  or  select  ooQimittee,  when  the  Cliwr- 
man  suggested  -that  the  better  mode  would  be  to  take  the 
question  on  each  resolution  separately. 

The  first  and  second  resolutions  were  adopted  without 
abjection. 

llie  third  resolution  bring  read  as  follows,  vixi 
**  Heaohed,  That  so  much  of  die  said  message  as  relates 

to  the  aubacribing  to  the  stock  of  private  companies  for 
internal  improvement;  and  so  much  of  the  said  message  as 
relates  to  the  distribution  among  the  several  States  of  ^e 
surplus  revenue,  after  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee." 

Mr.  STRONG  oonndering  the  two  subjects  involved  in 
the  reaolution  to  be  Astinct,  and  to  depend  on  difibrent 
principles,  moved  a  divinon  of  the  question,  so  as  to  refer 
the  first  clause  to  a  select  committeet  and  the  last  clause 
also  to  another  select  committee. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN,  professing  a  willingness  to  separate 
the  subjects  if  hia  colleague  nwved,  and  the  House  de- 
sired it, 

Tlie  motion  of  htr.  STRONG  was  agreed  to.  and  the 
subjects  referred  to  distinct  select  committees. 
The  axth  reaolutiwi  being  read  as  follows: 
"  Reiohed,  lliat  so  much  of  tlie  said  message  as  relate 
to  the  public  debt,  the  revenue,  its  security,  and  collec* 
tion,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  organization 
of  a  bank' founded  on  public  and  individual  depontea,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means." 

Mr.  WAYNE  moved  to  amend  the  said  resolution,  by 
striking  out  the  words  **the  Bonk  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  organization  of  a  bank  founded  on  public  and  in- 
dividual deposltcs,"  and  at  the  end  of  the  said  resolution 
to  add  the  following: 

"  And  that  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  refers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  State^  and  to  the  organization  of  a 
bank  as  a  branch  of  the  Treasury  Department,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee." 

Mr.  TAYLOR  moved  for  a  divinon  of  the  question,  so 
that  the  sense  of  the  committee  ahould  first  be  had  on 
stiiking  out. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and, 
The  question  being  put  by  the  CHAIR, 
It  was  decided  in  the  negative — only  fifty-four  riung  in 
fitvor  of  striking  out. 

The  remainder  of  the  resolutions  were  then  sevemlly 
agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  resolutions 
as  amended  to  the  House. 

The  question  being  stated  from  the  CHAIR  to  agree 
to  the  resolutions,  as  amended  in  committee, 

Mr.  WAYNE  moved  that  tiie  question  be  pat  onagree- 
ing  to  all  but  the  ^xth. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  qucBtion  was  so  taken, 
ami  all  the  resolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  House,  witlt 
the  exception  of  the  dsth. 

Hr.  WAYNE  pow  renewed  the  motion  which  he  had 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WAYNE,  in  supportingthisniotion,^)logized  for 
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troubling  the  Houk  with  «  reniftrk.  or  two  on  this  topic, 
at  so  early  a  period  of  the  session.  The  first  eoraniimi- 
eation  made  to  Congress  by  the  present  Executive,  (at  the 
laat  seaaion,)  intimated  a  doubt  in  his  mind  as  to  the  pro- 
prie^  of  rechartering  the  existing  Bank  •f  the  United 
States.  The  portion  of  hia  message  on  this  subject  had 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who 
submitted  to  Uie  House  a  report,  in  which  they  exhibited 
at  great  length  their  views,  which  were  opposed  to  tliose 
ezpreascd  by  the  President.  Should  the  present  portion 
^  nis  message  be  referred  to  the  same  comnuttee,  unless 
some  great  and  unexpected  change  had  taken  place  in 
their  (Hpuu<"**  <*nce  the  last  sesnon,  the  subject  would  be 
met  by  men  whoae  minds  w«re  already  made  up,  whose 
sentitnentB  had  been  publicly  expressed,  and  wh(^  there- 
fore, could  not  be  expected  to  give  it  that  fiiir  and  un- 
biassed consideration  which  its great  importance  demanded. 
The  importance  of  the  question  toudung  the  hank  must 
be  acknowledged  by  every  one,  as  «elf  as  its  agitating 
effect  on  the  public  mind,  throughout  every  portion  of  the 
Union.  He  conceived  it  as  only  rcspectfol  to  the  Pre«- 
dent,  when  such  a  subject  was  by  ))im  officially  recom- 
mended to  the  attention  of  Congress,  to  place  it  in  such 
an  attitude  as  should  secure  to  it  a  calm  investigation  by 
persons  who  had  not  prejudged  it.  Hr.  W.  said  he  should 
not  disguise  the  fact  that  his  own  views  in  relation  to  the 
rechartcring  of  the  present  bank  were  audi  as  would  in- 
duce him  to  rote  against  it  in  every  event;  but  what  he 
wished  at  present  was,  that  the  House  might  ascertun 
whetlier  it  was  practicable  or  not  to  organize  an  institution 
resting  on  the  funds  of  the  country,  which,  while  it  se- 
cured all  the  advantages  intended  to  be  attained  by  the 
existing  bank,  should  avoid  the  dangers  with  which  that 
establishment  vaa  by  many  conceived  to  be  fraught.  The 
inclination  of  his  own  mind  was  to  the  opinion  that  this 
wA  practicable;  but  he  desiredt  at  all  events,  that  the 
question  should  be  submitted  to  those  Who  would  go  to 
its  dii>cussion  untrammelled  by  any  previous  judgment. 
It  was  not  from  any  feeling  oi'  hostility  to  the  bank  that 
he  was  induced  to  desire  this,  but  from  a  wish  for  fairness 
in  the  treatment  of  tlie  subject  itself,  and  from  respect 
to  a  communication  made  to  Congress  by  the  Clitef  Ma- 
gistrate. 

Mr.  CHILTON,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  whilst  be  had, 
lie.  trusted,  a  proper  regard  for  the  President  of  the 
U  lilted  States,  he  had  some  regard  also  for  the  committee 
to  whom  it  was  proposed  to  refer  this  subject.  He  did 
not  himself  feel  any  particular  interest  in  this  matter, 
either  fur  or  against  the  bank.  But,  at  the  last  sesuon  of 
Congress,  a  veiy  able  report  upon  the  subject  had  been 
nuuk  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  ami  Means,  whicli  he  bad 
no  doubt  placed  the  subject  in  as  fair  a  point  of  view  aa  It 
could  be  placed  by  a  select  or  any  other  committee.  He 
had  heard  no  sufficient  reason  why  the  subject  should  now 
be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  tliat  committee.  As  this 
subject,  moreovt-r,  liad  been  heretofore  referred  to  the 
Comrnittec  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  give  it  a  different  di- 
rection now,  woidd  be  to  cast  a  reflection  on  that  highly 
respectable  committee,  attlie  bead  of  which  stands  a  gen- 
tleman whose  character  for  firmnesb  on  the  one  hand,  and 
integrity  and  abilities  on  tlie  other,  could  not  be  question- 
ed.   Hr.  C.  was  therefore  opposed  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CONDIC T,  of  New  Jersey,  desired  that  the  ques- 
tion on  Mr.  Watxb'b  amendment  should  be  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  aiid  it  was  ordered  accordingly  to  be  so  taken. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  South  Carolina,  proposed  to  amend  the 
amendment,  so  as  to  strike  out  the  Utter  clause,  and  refer 
nmply  the  question  concerning  the  present  bank,  inthout 
the  establishment  of  a  substitute  for  it,  to  tlte  conmdcra- 
Nion  of  a  sekxt  committee. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Hr.  TAYJX>lt,  of  New  York,  stid  lliat,  if  the  subject 
refbrred  to  in  tlie  mess.ige  liati  been  entirely  new,  he 


should  have  no  objections  to  U)e  amendnient  proposed  b^ 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  WAxnt]  but  when  it 
was  considered  that,  by  thft  rules  of  the  House,  the  report 
made  at  the  last  session  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  was  continued  as  a  part  of  the  business  of  the  pre- 
sent session,  that  fact,~he  thought,  furnished  an  objection 
against  the  sending  of  the  same  subject  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. Such  a  measure  would  amount,  in  substance,  to 
sending  the  report  of  one  of  the  standing  committees  of 
this  House  to  be  reviewed  by  a  select  comnuttee.  Would 
this  be  respectfiil?  Would  it  be  treating  the  Conmittee 
of  Ways  and  Hcans  with  that  deference  which  was  due  to 
them,  to  take  tiieir  report,  (whether  it  was  before  the 
House,  or  had  been  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  or  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,)  and  send  it  to  a  select  committee^  What  direc- 
tion liad  been  g^ven  to  the  report  of  last  sesuon,  he  had 
been  unable  to  ascertain,  the  means  not  being  at  this  time 
witltin  reach  of  the  officers  of  the  House;  but,  whatever 
it  had  been,  the  report  was  a  part  of  the  buuness  of  the 
House  continued  over  from  last  session,  and  was  to  be 
viewed  in  all  respects  the  same  aaif  it  had  been  rendered 
at  the  present  session.  And  he  put  it  to  tlie  House  whether 
it  would  be  proper  to  send  a  report  now  made  by  one  com- 
mittee of  the  House,  and  submit  it  to  another.^ 

[The  CHAia  here  stated  that  he  was  informed  by  the 
Clerk  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Heans  was  at  the  last  sessioti  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House.  ] 

Hr-  TAYLOR  said,  if  that  were  the  case,  could  any 
one  disapprove  an  arrangement  which  would  eventuate  in 
sending  the  subject  to  a  Committee  of  tlie  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  that  it  might  there  receive  the  fullest 
examination  that  any  of  its  advocates  could  desired  He 
suggested  to  the  House,  therefore,  that  the  course  in  the 
original  motion  was  evidently  the  proper  one. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN,  of  New  York,  said  that,  in  making  the 
motion  he  had  done  in  reference  to  this  clause  of  the  Pre-  * 
sident's  message,  he  had  not  intended  to  express  either 
approbation,  or  the  contrary,  as  to  the  reasoning  or  the 
statement  of  facts  it  contained;  nor  bad  he  supposed  that 
his  motion  involved  the  slightest  disrespect  towards  the 
Executive.  He  had  been  led  to  propose  tlie  disposition 
to  be  given  to  the  subject,  from  no  friendship  or  hostility 
to  the  present  Bank  oif  the  United  States:  no  expression 
of  opinion  on  that  subject  was  now  called  for. 

[The  CHAIR  observed  that  the  merits  of  the  measure 
proposed  in  the  message  were  not  before  the  House,  but 
simply  a  question  as  to  the  proper  committee  to  whom  it 
was  to  go.  ] 

Mr.  H.  resumed,  and  said  that  he  had  made  'the  fore- 
going observations  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  doing 
away  any  inference,  from  his  motion,  of  his  personal 
friendship  or  hostility  toward  the  bank  as  now  organized. 
That  subject  had  always,  heretofore,  been  referred  to  the 
standing  committee  of  the  House  having  cognizance  of  the 
finances  of  the  country.  He  could  not  bring  himself  to 
believe  that  the  opinions  of  the  gentlemen  forming  that 
committee  were  so  irrevocably  fixed,  as  not  to  rennin 
open  to  the  developments  of  time  and  the  influence  uf 
sound  reasoning.  Could  he  suppose  this,  he  should  cer- 
tainly be  in  favor  of  referring  the  subject  to  some  com- 
mittee which  should  be  differently  constituted.  It  was 
indifferent  to  him  wliat  might  be  the  disposition  fiiade  by 
the  House  of  this  part  of  the  message.  If  it  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  he  hoped  that  such  a  comnuttee 
would  be  selected  as  woUld  be  perfecUy  competent  to  the 
con«deration  of  the  matter;  and  if  it  was  referred  to  the 
Comnuttee  of  Ways  and  Heang^  h«  trusted  that  they  vooU 
consider  it  dispassionately,  and  without  prejudice.  Either 
course  would  secure,  he  doubted  not,  a  full  and  id>le  in- 
vestigution. 

Hr.  WAYNE  agun  rose-  It  was,  he  swd,  from  no  want 
of  respect  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  tliat  lie 
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bad  been  induced  to  desire  that  this  important  subject 
ihould  be  referred  to  a  select  committee.  He  again  in- 
cited, tiiat  when  the  subject  of  a  national  bank  hid  been 
a  second  time^  and  in  a  more  ezpVcit  and  particular  man- 
ner, reeommetaded  to  the  connderation  of  the  Flouae,  it 
would  not  be  respectful  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  send  it 
back  to  a  committee  who  had  made  up  their  opinion  in 
oppodtion  to  that  intimated  by  the  Ezecutire.  He  had 
not  tiie  kaflt  doubt  that  if  the  light  of  tmth  eotdd  be  made 
manifeat  to  them,  the  minds  of  those  genUemen  were 

rm  to  conviction  on  this  as  on  every  other  subject;  but 
knew  that  truth  was  often  difficult  of  access,  andsome- 
timea  not  leas  difficult  to  be  received,  and  this  acknow- 
ledgment involved  no  imputation  whatever  on  theupr^t- 
neas  of  that  committee.  He  had  another  reason  for  wishing 
flie  amendment  to  prevaili  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that, 
unless  the  question  was  submitted  to  a  few  mnida  which 
felt  a  strong  interest  in  regard  to  K,  it  weuM  be  examined 
with  that  application  and  industry  which  were  indispensa- 
ble tm  the  full  development  of  the  subject    The  su^es- 
tion  of  the  President  involved  a  reference  to  the  amount 
and  places  of  deposite,  thdr  effect  upon  commerce,  fcc. 
fcc.  which  could  not  be  gone  into  at  large  unless  by  a  com- 
mittee specially  devoted  to  the  Mihiect.   If  the  House 
approached  the  investigation  thrown  its  Committee  <rf' 
Ways  and  Means,  could  it  expect  as  full  and  detailed  a  re- 
port as  if  by  a  select  committee,  whose  views  corresponded 
with  those  of  the  President?   He  knew  that  gentlemen 
would  object  to  his  proposition;  that  the  reference  to  a 
select  committee  would  excite  a  belief  in  the  community 
that  the  United  States'  Bank  was  not  to  be  rechartered, 
and  thus  greatly  depress  the  price  of  bank  stock.  Admit 
that  such  might  be  the  effect,  was  this  a  valid  objection.* 
Was  the  House  bound  to  preclude  inquiry  on  a  roost  bn- 
portant  subject,  from  a  fear  that  the  diacussion  might 
afleet  the  price  of  stocks?   Suppose  the  question  should 
be  deferred,  it  must  come  up  at  last;  and  would  it  not 
affect  stock  then  as  much  as  now?   Mr.  W.  said,  when 
the  question  came  up  on  rechartering  the  bank  as  now 
Of^i^ed,  be  abould  vote  agunst  tt,  because  its  benefits 
enured  to  indinduals  and  not  to  the  Government,  who 
might  by  means  of  such  an  institutioa  contribute  to  relieve 
thepeople  of  the  Union  from  unjust  taxation  to  the  amount 
perhaps  of  millions  annually.    Ife  should,  however,  ab- 
stain mm  entering  upon  the  merits  of  the  main  question 
at  this  time.    He  was  aware  that  it  would  not  be  in  order 
to  Couch  upon  them.    He  had  had  the  honor  of  offering  a 
resohition  on  the  same  subject  at  the  last  session,  and 
Avuld  renew  H  at  the  present  aeaaion.   lUs  only  motive 
tten,  as  now,  had  been  to  promote  an  inquiry  after  truth. 
He  believed  that  the  appointment  of  a  lekct  conumttee 
would  eGcit  a  mass  of  facta  which  it  wu  dewrable  to  ob- 
tain, and  which  would  not  otherwise  come  before  the 
House,  tending  to  rtiow  whether  the  measure  propoaed 
by  the  Executive  were  practicable  or  not. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  of  New  York,  said  that  if  the 
yeas  and  nays  had  not  been  ordered  on  this  subject,  he 
dioidd  not  have  risen.  He  was  opposed  to  the  amend, 
ment  of  the  gentleman  froitt  Oe<ffgia,  because  he  viewed 
the  whole  question  as  premature  at  this  time.  When  the 
proper  time  arrived  for  ita  connderatton,  he  should  cer- 
tainly be  in  favor  of  referring  it  to  a  select  committee. 
It  had  been  so  referred  wlien  the  bank  petitioned  for  a 
renewal  of  its  charter.  He  had  the  greatest  respect  for 
the  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  [Mr.McDi7m>,]biit  he  thought  the  subject  oug^t 
never  to  come  before  the  House  until  the  bank  dkould 
again  appear  as  a  petitioner  for  the  renewal  of  its  charter. 
The  Frendent,  in  presenting  his  message  to  Congress, 
had  glanced  his  eye  over  the  whole  interests  of  the  coun- 
tnr,  and  had,  very  properly,  given  to  the  House  his  views 
of  a  gnu  and  weigh^  question  of  public  policy.  It  was 
a  question  which  inv(4vea  the  circulating  medium,  and,  in 
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fact,  the  property  of  the  whole  nation.  As  such,  die  ques- 
tion was  berore  the  people— nt  was  a  question  for  the  na- 
tion to  dedde.  In  this  House,  it  was  not  &irly  presented 
as  a  subject  of  inquiry  until  the  bank  abould  apply  for  a 
new  chartert  when  that  time  arrived,  Ur.  C.  said  he 
should  be  for  sending  it  to  a  select  committeei  but  at  pre- 
sent the  whole  matter  was  premature. 

The  questkxi  was  then  taken  oo  the  motiim  of  Mr. 
WATNE,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows: 

YEAS.— Mesart.  Alexander,  AHen,  '^ngel,  Barnwell, 
Baylor,  Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blur,  Boon,  Borst,  Brod* 
head,  Carson,  Chandler,  Chibom^  Claj^  Coke,  Conner, 
Daniel,  Davenport,  Warren  R.  Davia,  Baril,  Findlay, 
Font,  Foster,  I^ry,  Osdther,  Gordon,  Hall,  Halsey,  Ham- 
mons,  Haynes,  Hinds.  Leonard  Jarvis,  Cave  Jobnaont 
Kennon,  Perkina  King,  Lamar,  Lea,  Lurit^  Leooiqrte, 
Lewis,  LoytlU  Lumpkin,  Thomas  Maxwell,  Monell,  Kop- 
ton,  Nuckolls,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter,  Powers,  Bencher, 
Roane,  Sanfbrd,  Scott,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shield% 
Standefer,  Taliaferro,  Wil^  Tboi^paon,  Jtmn  Thomson, 
Trezvant,  Tucker,  Wayne,  Week^  WickGffe,  Tancqr — 
67. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Buley, 
Barber,  Barringer,  Bartley,  Beekman,  Bockee,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Butman,  Gaboon,  Cambrelen^,  Chilton,  C1bi%, 
Coleman,  Condict,  Cooper,  Cowles,  Craig,  Crane,  Cr«w< 
ford,  Creighton,  Crocheron,  Denny,  Dickinson,  Draper, 
Drayton,  Dudley,  Duncan,  Eager,  Ellsworth,  G.  Evens,  J. 
Evans,  H.  Everett,  Finch,  Gilmore,  Gorham,  Green,  Gren- 
nell,  Harvey,  .Hemphill,  Hotlgei,  Hoffman,  Holland,  How- 
ard, Hughes,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ingersoll,  Irwin,  Irvin, 
Jennings,  Johns,  Kendall,  Kincaid,  A.  King,  t«nt,  Letch- 
er, Lyon,  Migec,  Malfau^,  Man*,  Hartindale,  Lewis  Max- 
well, McCreery,  Mclntire,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell, 
Muhlenberg,  Overton,  Patton,  Pearce,  Pierson,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Richardson,  Rose,  Russel,  William  B.  Shepard, 
Semmes„  SiU,  Smith,  Speight,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Sprigg, 
Stanbery.  Sterigere,  Storr;,  Strong,  Sutherland,  Swann, 
Swift,  Taylor,  Tracy,  Vance,  Vamum,  Verphinek,  Viii> 
ton,  Washington,  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White,  Wil- 
liams, Wilson,  Wingate,  Toung — 108. 

So  the  House  refused  to  amend  the  resfdution,  and  the 
resolution,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


FmisAT,  Oaexnu  10. 
After  the  reception  of  a  great  number  oT  pctitioiia  and 

resolutions: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  in  order  to  give  time 
for  the  House  to  make  the  preliminary  arrangements  fbr 
the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  wUch  etatmenoea  in  die  Senate 
chamber  at  13  o'clock  on  Mondqr  nex^  die  House  ^freed- 
tomeetat  11  o*clo6k  on  that  dqr. 

And  then  the  Hooie  adjourned. 

MoKBAT,  Dicmau  13. 

JUDGE  PECK. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN,  on  behalf  of  the  manners  appdnt- 
ed  to  conduct  the  impeachinent  against  Judge  James  H. 
Peck,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  agreed 
to: 

The  Comnuttee  Managers  appmnted  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  conduct  the  impeachment  against 
James  U.  Peck,  Judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Missouri,  report,  that  they  have 
had  under  connderation  the  answer  of  Judge  Peck  to  the 
article  of  impeachment  exhibited  against  him  by  the 
House,  and  recommentl  the  adoption  of  tfie  following  re- 
plication thereto:  ^  . 
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KZ7I.ICATI0K 

By  the  House  of  Beprewntotives  of  the  United  States  to 
the  answer  uid  plea  of  James  H.  Feck,  Judge  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  State*  for  the  district  of 
Miisouri,  to  t)ie  article  of  impeadHneat  exhibited  a^nst 
him  bjr  the  said  House  of  Representatives. 
The  House  of  Representatires  of  the  United  States 
having  conndered  the  answer  and  plea  of  James  U.  Peck, 
Judge  of  the  (^strict  court  of  the  United  States  fof  the  dis- 
trict of&Iissouri,  to  Ae  article  of  impeachment  aswnst  him 
by  them  exhibited,  inthenameof  themseWesandofaDthe 
people  of  the  United  States,  reply,  that  tbc  said  James 
B.  Peck  ia  {^ty  in  such  raanner  u  he  stands  impcachcdt 
and  that  the  House  tit  Repreientatirea  unll  be  rtiAy  to 
prove  their  charges  kguinst  him  at  such  convenient  time 
and  place  as  shall  be  appmntcd  fiir  ^t  purpose. 

Reatdwd,  That  the  foregoing  replication  be  put  in  to  the 
answer  and  plea  of  the  foresaid  James  H.  Peck,  on  be- 
hklf  of  this  House;  audtiiat  the  managers  be  instructed  to 
maintain  Ihe  saki  replication  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  at 
such  time  as  shall  be  appcrinted  by  the  Senate. 

DUTIES  ON  SUGAR. 
Mr.  HAYKES,  of  Georgia,  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Btmtlved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  inqmre  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the 
duties  on  sugar  impvted  from  foreign  countries  into  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  required  that  the  question  be 
taken  upon  ihc  conuderation  of  the  resolution;  and  Mr. 
WILLIAMS  demand  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 
They  were  ordered  by  the  House,  and,  being  taken,  stood 
asfbUows: 

YEAS- — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Angel, 
Archer,  Armstrong,  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barringcr,  Bay- 
lor, Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Boon,  Brodhead, 
Brown,  Cambrelen^,  Campbell,  Carson,  Claiborne,  Clay, 
Coke,  Conner,  Cnug,  Crocheron,  Warren  R.  Davis,  De- 
sha, De  Witt,  Draper,  Drayton,  Dudley,  Earll,  Gaither, 
Gordon,  Hall,  Hidsey,  Hammons,  Harvey,  Haynes,  Hinds, 
Holland,  Hoffman,  Hubbard,  Jarris,  Jennmgs,  Cave  John- 
son, Lamar,  Lea,  Lecompte,  Lent,  I,ewis,  Loyall,  Lurap- 
Idn,  Thomas  Maxwell,  McDuffie,  Mclntire,  Mitchell, 
Monell,  Nuckolls,  Fatten,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter,  Fowers, 
Rencher,  Roane,  Sanford,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine 
H.  Sheppcrd,  Shields,  Speight,  Richard  Spencer,  Stan- 
bery,  Standefer,  Taliaferro,  Wiley  Tljompaon,  Tucker, 
Verpl»nck,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Campbell  P.  White,  Williams, 
Wilson.—^. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Arnold,  Bailey,  Barber.  Bartley,  Bates, 
Beekman,  Bockee,  Borst,  Ituchanan,  Butman,  Cahoon, 
Clark,  Coleman,  Condict,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowles, 
Crane,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crowninshield,  Daniel,  Den- 
ny, Dickinson,  Doddridge,  Duncan,  Dwigh^  Eager,  Ells- 
worth, George  Evans,  Horace  Everett,  Findlay,  Finch, 
Ford,  Forward,  Fry,  Gilmore,  Green,  GrennelC  Gurlcy, 
Hawking  Hemphul,  Hodges,  Howard,  Hughes,  Hunt. 
Huntington,  Ibrie,  IngersoU,  Irwin,  Irvin,  Itichmrd  M. 
Johnson,  Kendall,  Kennon,  iGnc^,  Perkin<  lUng,  Adam 
King,  Leavitt,  Lyon,  Magee,  Mallary,  Marr,  Martlndal-j, 
Lewis  Maxwell,  McCreery,  Miller,  Mublcnbei^,  Overton, 
Pearcp,  Pierson,  liamsey,  Reed,  Richardson,  Rose,  Rus- 
sel,  Scott,  Sill,  Smith,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Stcri- 
gerc,  Stephens,  Storrs,  Strong,  SuUierland,  Swann,  Swift, 
Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Tracy,  Vance,  Varnum,  Vinton, 
Washington,  Whittlesi-y,  Edward  D.  White,  WickUffe, 
Yancey,  Yonng— 99. 

So  the  House  refused  to  conudcrthe  resolution. 
UNITED  STATES  AND  DENUASK. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  folk)wing 
message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States: 


Ththe  Hmue     MepmmtaiiveM  of  the  Dhited  l^atet: 

I  transDUt  to  the  House  of  Representatives  printed  co- 
pies of  the  convention  between  the  United  fitates  and  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  Denmark,  concluded  at  Copenhagen 
on  the  2Bth  of  March,  1830,  and  ratified  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Wi.8Hia-6T0K,  Dtetmher  10,  1830. 

The  message  and  convention  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  AfTvrs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  likewise  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  which  was  read;  and,  on  motion  of  Hr- 
SPENCEB,  of  New  York,  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Agriculture:  - 

Philadsipriji,  iJemnier  7,  1830. 

Sib:  You  will  receive  with  tliis  letter  a  silken  flag, 
bearing  the  colors  of  the  United  States.  This  flag  is  made 
entirely  of  Aiyerican  nlk,  reeled  from  the  cocoons,  pre- 
pared and  woven  bjr  Mr  J(din  D'Homergue,  idlk  manu- 
ucturer.  The  coltmng  has  been  done  by  the  best  atlist 
he  could  procure  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  he  himself 
not  professing  to  be  a  dyer. 

Tue  staff  of  this  flag,  with  the  eagle,  measures  about 
fifteen  f«et;  the  flag  itself  is  twelve  feet  and  a  half  long, 
and  six  feel  wide.  It  is  woven  nil  in  one  piece,  withouta 
seam. 

I  beg,  sir,  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  present  this  flag, 
most  respectfully,  in  my  name,  to  the  honorable  House 
over  which  you  preside,  as  a  sample  of  American  indus- 
trv,  thus  applied,  for  the  first  time,  to  the  most  valuable 
of  American  productions;  and  as  a  result  of  the  efforts 
they  have  made  during  the  last  five  ^'ears  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  important  branch  of  agriculture  to  which  we 
owe  the  rich  material  of  which  this  fla^  is  composed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  tughest  respect,  ar» 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

PETER  s.  duponce;av. 

Hon.  Avnatw  Stxvshsoit, 

Speaker  of  the  Shuae  of  Jlepreuntatite$. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  informing  tlie 
House  tha*  they  were  in  their  public  chamber,  and  ready 
to  proceed  on  the  trial  of  tbe  impeachment  tif  James  H. 
Peck :  and  that  seats  were  provided  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  members  of  the  House. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  BUCHANAN  submitted  the  following 
resolution ;  which  was  carried,  nem-  ran. 

jReaohed,  Tliat  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate  to  in- 
form them  that  this  House  have  agreed  to  a  replication, 
on  their  part,  to  the  answer  and  plea  of  James  H.  Peck. 
Judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
district  of  Missouri,  to  the  article  of  impeachment  exhi- 
bited to  the  Senate  against  him  by  tiiis  House,  and  have 
directed  the  managers  appointed  to  conduct  the  said  im- 
peachment to  carry  the  said  replication  to  the  Senate,  and 
tomunlainthesameatthe  bar  of  the  Senate,  at  such  time 
as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Senate. 

ELECTION  OF  CHAPLAIN. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  moved  that  the  Hpuse  do  now  proceed 
to  the  election  of  a  chaplain;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Messrs.  Ascaaa,  Whittlcskt,  and  FoaWftRn  were 
appointed  tellers:  iiiiereupon, 

Mr.  ARCHER  nominated  the  reverend  Mr.  Post;  Mr. 
FORWARD  nominated  the  reverend  Mr.  Thomasf  Mr. 
WHITTLESEY  nominated  the  reverend  Mr.  Guriev; 
and  Mr.  H  UBBARD  nominated  the  reverend  Mr.  Palfrev  . 
!  On  counting  the  first  ballot,  it  appeared^hat  180  votea 
■were  given  in— neeess.-iry  to  a  choice  91:  of  witich  Mr. 
Post  received  83;  Mr.  Gurley,  46;  Mr.  Palfrey,  34;  Mr. 
Thomas,  12;  and  there  were  five  blank  votes. 
^    Af\er  two  other  ineffectual  ballotings^ 
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Oh  the  rourth  ballot  there  were  170  rotei— necessuy  to 
a  choice,  86:  Mr.  Ourlty  received  91i  Mr.  Post,  75;  and 
there  were  four  scattering. 

So  the  rererend  Ralph  R.  Gurlgr  was  duly  elected 
Chaplain  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  preient  ■eanon. 

Vr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  remsrked  that  there  was 
a  difference  of  opinion,  at  least  in  his  quarter  of  the  House, 
as  to  the  order  which  should  be  Uken  in  attending  the 
trial  of  Judge  Peck,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
Some  were  of  opinion  that  the  House  should  attend  in  a 
bodj)  others  thought  that  it  would  only  be  ntcesaary  for 
the  nun^cn  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  attend  during 
•  ^  aession,  said  Mr.  J.,  the  House  were 

in  attendance^  and  K  was  thought  by  many  membera  that 
the  same  course  would  be  pursued  at  tbu  gewon.  He 
wahed,  for  his  own  part,  to  have  a  correct  understanding 
of  the  subject,  and  he  would  thank  the  Chair  to  give  to  ihe 
House  his  opinion  as  to  the  course  that  should  be  pursued. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  resolution  of  the  House 
U  the  last  session  was  confined  to  its  attendance  before 
me  court  of  impeachmott  for  a  nnfle  day.  The  Clerk, 
however,  would  read  Ac  resolution. 

{The  rewlution  having  been  read,  which  wai,  in  effect, 
Uiat  the  House  would  in  a  body  attend  inthe  Senate  cham- 
ber for  a  certain  day,  to  support  the  charges  against  Judge 
Peck]-*— 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose,  and  observed,  that  there  seem- 
ed to  be  a  misunderstanding  upon  the  subject.  With  the 
pCTinianoD  of  the  House  he  would  sUte  the  course-  that 
hadbeen  purwied  by  the  maoagers.  They  hai  examined 
all  the  precedents  wbich  had  occurred  in  this  country,  to 
giude  them  to  a  correct  performance  of  their  duty.  It  was 
ascertained  that,  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  consti- 
tution, there  had  been  three  impeachments,  viz.  those  of 
Messrs.  Blount,  and  Pickering,  and  Judge  Chase.  On 
the  trial  ofthe  two  first,  the  House  did  not  attend  in  a 
body,  but  left  It  to  the  managers  to  conduct  the  impeach- 
mentt  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Chase,  they  did  attend  every 
day.  It  not  being  conndered  by  the  managers  ofthe  pend- 
ing'  tnd  that  any  principle  so  important  as  to  interrupt  the 
legislative  business  of  the  House  was  involved  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  they  had  gone  to  the  Senate  this  day,  as  mana- 
gers, and  presented  to  that  body  the  replication  agreed 
upon  by  tlie  House.  Mr.  B.  further  remarked,  that  he 
had  consulted  the  English  precedents.  On  the  trial  of 
Warren  Hastings,  th*  House  of  Commons  attended  at  the 
commencement  of  the  trial,  but  they  did  not  continue  to 
do  so.  On  the  trial  ofthe  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  they  did 
"il*  °"  conviction  by  the  House  of  Lords;  and 

u>en  they  attended  in  consequence  of  a  message  having 
been  sent  them  by  that  body,  that  they  were  ready  to  pro- 
nounce judgment  on  the  impeached,  if  the  House  of  Com- 
mons would  attend  and  demand  it. 

Mr.  B.  would  not  advocate  the  attendance  or  noitat- 
tendance  of  the  House  at  the  trial  wluch  was  to  take  place. 
He  had  feK  it  to  be  his  duty  to  state  the  course  which  liad 
k  "  **"  pr«^ous  occasions  of  impeachment,  and 

what  bad  been  done  by  the  managers  in  the  present  case, 
and  to  state  that  his  sole  object  was  to  do  that  which  would 
best  please  the  House.  No  motion  haWng  been  made  this 
niornin^  on  the  subject,  the  managers  bad  felt  it  to  be  their 
imperative  duty  to  attend  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  and 
present  the  rephcation  which  had  been  agreed  upon. 
.  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  said,  tiSt  one  great  ob- 
ject  of  his  using  had  been  to  obtain  from  the  managers  an 
explanation  ofthe  coarse  which  they  had  taken.  For  his 
part,  he  wanted  to  go  on  with  the  public  business.  He 
recoUscted,  however,  the  great  debate  in  the  Senate  at 
Hie  "St  senon,  and  that  it  was  nearly  imposuble  to  retain 
aquonim  of  the  House;  ifit  were  probable  such  would  be 
the  cue  on  the  present  oecasion,  and  the  House  should  be 
compelled  to  wir|oam  firnn  day  to  day  fbr  want  of  it  quo- 


rum, how  much  soever  he  wished  the  public  buriness  at- 
tended to,  he  would  prefer  that  the  House  itself  should 
conduct  the  impeachment. 

Mr.  J.  was  about  to  proceed,  whfen  the  SPEAKER  re- 
minded liim  that  there  was  no  propadtion  before  the 
House,  and  su^ested  the  propriety  of  lus  submitting  a  re- 
solution on  the  subject. 

Mr.  J.dediiuDgtonakeanydistinctmotionattMstime, 

Adjourned. 


TrxsDAT,  DKCXMiia  14. 

SUNDAY  MAILS. 
A  memorial  was  presented  by  Mr.  COULTER,  on  the 
subjcet  of  Sunday  maUs— recommending  that  the  mail 
^ould  be  discontinued  on  the  sabbath.    On  its  imsenlsp 

tion,  he  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office. 

Mr*  JOHNSON,  of  Ky. ,  objected  to  giving  the  petition 
the  direction  moved  by  the  gCTitleman  who  presented  it. 
He  observed,  that  if  the  sudors  of  the  petition  had  an 
advocate  or  advocates  cm  this  floor,  be  was  perfbotly  wil- 
ling that  the  report  fmmerlr  made  by  the  Post  Oiftee 
committee  on  the  general  subject  shouM  at  any  time  be 
called  up.  Let  the  House  hear  wluit  gentlemen  had  to 
say  on  a  subject  which  he  had  always  thought,  and- would 
now  say,  ought  never  to  have  been  brought  into  tlie  Hall 
of  Congress.  He  was  desirous  to  hear  what  could  be  said 
in  favor  of  Cmgreas  intttfering  with  religinu  cwindeniF 
tions.  The  emmnittee  bad  acted  on  the  sQbieet,  and  it 
would  not  do  so  again,  unless  compelled  to  do  so  by  an 
express  order  of  the  House.  He  hoped  tiie  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  C0oi.TKm]  would  acquiesce  in  the 
moUon  which  he  would  now  make,  that  the  petition  be 
laid  upon  the  table,  or,  rather,  that  it  be  reared  to  a 
Committee  ofthe  Whole  on  the  state  ofthe  Umon:  and 
he  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  COULTER  said  that  he  felt  verr  indiflhnat  What 
direction  should  be  given  to  the  petition.  He  badalways 
considered  it  pn^er,  when  the  House  was  addiessed  in  a 
decorous  manner,  on  any  subject  proper  for  legialation, 
to  give  the  petition  a  respectful  condderation.  In  the 
^iT***"*  "  ****  course  indicated  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Post  Office  oommittee  was  likely  to  effect  the  very 
obiect  whidi  the  petitioBers  had  m  i4ew,  viz.  to  hare  tiie 
subject  discussed,  and  obtun  some  action  of  Congress  in 
relation  to  it,  he  was  entirely  willing  it  should  be  adopted. 
He  had  made  a  different  motion,  oiSy  out  of  the  courtesy 
whicb  he  supposed  due  to  the  Post  Office  committee,  and 
in  compliance  with  the  custom  of  the  House.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Port  Office 
committee  was  both  competuit  and  willing  to  meet  the 
discuBMon,  which  it  was  the  object  of  tl^e  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  to  invite.  If  they  had  an  advocate  m  the 
House,  that  advocate  would  ddubtleas  wrul  himself  of  tiM 
privilege  of  debating  the  question  without  being  spedally 
invited  so  to  do,by  any  one.  Mr.  C.  said  it  was  not  his 
purpose  to  avow  himself  as  their  champion,  as  he  did  not 
ftel  himself  pledged  to  any  particubtr  course  in  the  mat- 
ter; he  ^ould  endeavcn-,  on  this  as  on  other  occasions, 
to  do  what  be  considered  his  dii^  to  his  eonslatuents 
demanded.  If  that  duty  led  hun  to  advocate  the  wue  of 
these  petitimiers,  he  should  be  ready,  in  so  doings  to 
meet  even  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

tir.  JOHNSON  again  rose,  but  &e  SPEAKER  sug- 
gesting that  there  was  no  propoution  before  the  House, 
the  petition  was  referred  to  the  Comimttee  of  Uie  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Vtaam,  by  the  Mmieicenoe  of  the 
mover. 

Mr.  HAYNBS  mored  the  reference  ofa  petition  to  an. 
other  cmmnttteet  which  wit  awnted  to. 

THE  TABIPP. 
Mr.  BARRINGER  submitted  the  fU^wing  resdutimr: 
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Retahed,  That  the  Comnuttee  of  Ways  and  Heana  be 
instructed  to  report  a  bill  reducing  the  duty  on  bar  iron, 
made  by  hammering,  to  the  amount  of  duty  imposed  by 
the  kw  of  1816. 

Abo,  to  reducfe  the  duty  on  cotton  baggingto  (wo  cents 
per  square  yard. 

Also,  to  reduce  tbeduly  on  coarse  woollen  goods,  costing 
less  than  fifty  cents  per  square  yard  at  the  place  whence 
imported,  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  twenty-nve  per  cent. 

Also,  to  reduce  the  duty  on  coarse  wool,  costing  less 
than  ten  cents  per  pound  at  tlie  place  whente  imporled, 
to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  twenty  per  cent. 

Also,  to  reduce  the  duty  on  brown  nigar  to  two  cents 
per  pound. 

Mr.  CONDICT  demanded  the  question  of  conuderttion 
on  this  resolution)  and  Mr.  FINCH  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question.  They  were  ordered  by  the  House, 
and,  beingtaken,  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Mesws.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Arsber,  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barringer,  Baylor,  BeH, 
James  Blair,  Brodbead,  Can^releng,  Campbell,  Carson, 
Chandler,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Coke,  Conner,  Craig,  Cro- 
dieron,  Davenport,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Deriia,  Tie  Witt, 
Draper,  Drayton,  Dudley,  Foster,  Gaither,  Gordon,  Hall, 
H amnions,  Haynes,  Hinds,  Holnnd,  Jarris,  Jennings, 
Cave  Johnson,  Lamar,  Lea,  Lent,  Lewis,  Loyal),  Lump, 
kin,  HcDuffie,  Mclntire,  NuckoUs,  Fatten,  Folk,' Potter, 
Bencher,  Roane,  Wm.  d.  Sbepard,  Aug.  H.  Sheppcrd, 
Speight,  Richard  8pencer»  Standefer>  Ta^aierro,  Wtley 
liKMnpson,  Tucker,  Verplancky  CampbcH  P.  White, 
Williams,  Wilson— 66. 

NAYS: — Messrs.  Angc),  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Barber,  Bates,  Beeknian,  John  Blair,  Bockee,  Boon, 
Borat,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Butman,  Cahoon,  Clark,  Cole- 
man, Coodict,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowles,  Crane,  Craw^ 
ford,  Crownuishiddj  Danie),  Denny,  Dickinson,  Dod- 
dridge, Duncan,  Dwight,  Eager,  EarU,  Elkworth,  George 
Evan^  Joshua  Evans,  Horace  Everett,  flndlay.  Pinch, 
Ford,  Fry,  CUlmore,  Gorham,  Grennel),  Gurley,  Halsey, 
Harvey,  Hawkins,  Hemphill,  Hodges,  Hoffman,  Howard, 
Hubbard,  Hughes,,  Huntington,.  Iliiie,  Irwin,  Trrin,  R. 
M.  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kcnnon,  Kincaid,  Perkins  King, 
Adam  £ng^  Leavitt»  Leeompte,  Letcher,  Lyon,  Magee, 
Marr,  Hartindale,  Thonuw  Haxwel),  I^wU  Maxwell, 
McCreery,  Mercer,  Mller,  Mitchell,  Monell,  Mohlenberg, 
Overton,  Fearce,  Pettis,  I^erson,  Kamtey,  Reed,  Kcn- 
ardson.  Rose,  Ruasel,  Sanford,  Scott,  Shields,  Sill,  Smith, 
Ambroae  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Sterigere,  Stephens,  Storrs* 
Strongs  autbcrknd*  Swann,  Swift,  Taylor,  John  Thom- 
son, T>acy,  Vance,  Vamum,  Vinten,  Washingtm,  Weeks, 
Wlnttlesey,  E.  D.  White,  WicklIffe,Yanc^, Young.— 114. 

So  the  HoqM  refiued  to  comideT  the  retolution. 

WnirsasAT,  Dkcxxber  t5. 
Itus  day  was  consumed  in  the  reception  and  reference 
of  petitions  ai)d  resolution*  of  inquirjr> 

TauassAT,  DxcsxaEB  16. 
Mr.  TRACT,  on  ri«ng  to  present  a  petition,  retnorked, 
tliat  the  subject-mattev  or  the  petition  which  he  was 
about  to  present,  was  one  of  great  impOTtance,  not  only 
to  his  own  immetUate  constituents,  hut  to  the  whole 
section  of  the  country  bordering  on  Lake  Ontario. 
-  It  might  be  tecoUeeted,  he  said,  that,  at  the  last  sesrion 
of  the  present  Congress,  a  law  was  passed,  making  an  ap* 
proprlation  ibr  the  survey  of  the  month  of  Oak  Orchard 
creek,  about-n^ddle  distant  between  Niagara  and  Gene- 
see rivers.  This  survey  was  carried  into  effect  the  last 
Bommer,  by  General  Sirifl,  an  experienced  engineer, 
whoK  report  accompanied  the  petitions,  by  reference  to 
which  repoK  it  would  qipCar  that  the  benefits  which 
would  rrsult  from  the  impr-  ^ment  of  the  mouth  ef  mM 


creek,  for  the  purpose  of  a  harbor,  would  exceed  the 
most  sanfpjdne  expectations  of  its  projectors. 

Mr.  T.  remarked,  tliat  tlie  formation  of  a  harbor  on  the 
contemplated  site  was  one  of  a  strictly  national  character. 
That  it  would  greatly  enlarge  the  bciltUes  of  commerce 
on  the  Northern  lakes,  but,  incase  of, war,  would  Con< 
tribute  to  the  common  defence  of  the  country,  in  A  pro- 
portionate degree  to  those  on  the  scacoast.  Mr.  T. 
concluded  by  saying  that  the  section  of  the  country 
bordering  on  the  Northern  lakes  had  never  asked  much 
aid  from  the  General  Government  for  the  promotion  of 
national  objectiS  and  that  they  had  received  but  a  small 
proportion  of  what  tbev  had  asked;  and  he  hoped  tUs 
subject  would  receive  mim  the  appropriate,  conuiuttee^ 
to.  whom  it  would  he  referred,  all  the  attention  which  its 
importance  rctjuired. 

The  resolution  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  BOON, 
of  Indiana,  was  taken  up,  conndered,  and  agreed  to. 

The  following  resolution,  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr. 
WHITE,  ofFlorida,  was  taken  up: 

Reeohedf'T^vaxiiie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  this  House  copies  of  the  correspondence 
of  the  superintendent,  and  reports  of  the  overseer  of 
the  live  oak  plantations  near  tlie  navy  yard  at  Fcnsaccda. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  offered  the  following  amendment: 

'*  And  tliat  he  be  further  directed  \p  communicate  to 
tins  House  copies  of  all  correspondence,  contracts^ 
deeds,  or  oUier  papers,  connected  with  tbe  purchase  of 
live  oak  lands  in  Florida,  in  the  possession  o^  or  within 
the  control  of  the  Navy  Department)  the-  quantity  pur- 
chased; thepersonsfrom  whom  the  purchases  were  made;, 
the  prices  given;  to  whom  paid,  when  paid,  and  on  what 
authority;  together  with  all  other  iDformatJon  tending  to 
show"  the  value  of  such.  lands  at  tbe  time  of  the  purchasca 
as  well  as  the  mtantity  and  value  of  the  live  oak  timber 
on  each  tract,  nt  for  naval  purposes." 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  said  he  did  not  object  to  the 
amendment  proposed  b^  the  gentleman  fcom  North  Caro- 
lina, and  would  accept  it  asA  modifieatioa  of  his  resotu. 
tion,  although  all  the  information  called  for  by  it  bad  at 
the  last  session  been  communicated  to  Congress.  The 
object  be  had  in  view  was  a  umple  (me,  and  related  to  a 
subject  of  more  importance  than  mifpht  at  first  be  imagin- 
ed. The  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy,  m  his  report  to  the 
Freadent,  and  by  htm  communicated  to  Congress,  holds 
the  following  language: 

"Further  efforts  have  been  made  for  tbe  execution  of 
this  act,  as  ^as  it  relates  to  the  presen'stion  of  the  live  oak 
Rowing  on  the  coasts  of  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

"B^  the  fourth  section  of  this  act,  the  President  is 
authorized  to  provide  for  the  preservation  of  Uus  timber; 
but  it  seems  to  have  been  intended  that  the-power  should 
be  limited  to  that  object.  An  interpretation  of  the  lav 
has  heretofore  been  entertained,,  extending  tlua  power 
not  only  to  the  plaoting  of  the  acorns,  and  the  cultivation 
of  plantations  ot  young  trees,,  but  to  the  purchase  from 
individuals  of  lands  producing  them.  The  paper  accom- 
panying this,  marked  D,  sliows  the  amount  which  ha» 
been  expended  on  these  plantations,  and  sums  which 
hare  been  paid  to  individuals  for  tiie  purchase .  of  tracts 
of such  land. 

"When  it  is  considered  that  this  timber  is  the  oatunl 
product  of  the  coast  oftheUnitedSlatei^  from  the  St.  Ma- 
rv*s  to  the  Sabine;  that  the  greater  part  of  this  belongs  to 
tne  United  States,  and  is  proposed  to  be  retained  with  a 
view  to  preserving  a  supply  of  this  important  material  for 
the  navy,  it  can  scarcely  be  necessary  for  the  present  to 
engage  in  its  artificial  propagaticm  or  culture. 

"  Under  an  impression  that  tins  qrstemis  neither  expe- 
dient, nor  in  conformity  to  the  intentions  of  the  set,  an 
oi-der  has  been  given  to  discontinue  the  works  wfb^  the 
expiration  of  the  present  year, 

"But  Uia  preservation  of  Qiis  timber  is  wi  object  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


361 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


mt 


D>c.  16,  1830.] 


Line  Oak  PtantaUonM. 


[H.  or  R. 


great  importance,  and  ^onld  be  prosecuted  witli  an 
active  ana  undeviating  purpose." 

He  has  exhibited  in  this  report  the  expenses  of  a  public 
work  recommended  by  his  predecessor,  upon  the  concur- 
rence of  the  most  experienced  naval  omcerBi  and  sanc- 
lioncd  by  Congress,  and  has  announced  bis  determination 
to  discontinue  it  at  the  end  of  this  year.  The  expenses 
to  which  the  Government  have  been  subjected,  are  only 
disclosed  b^  hiift.  The  extent,  progress,  and  benefit  of 
the  work  is  not  presented,  and  can  only  be  understood 
by  having  copies  of  the  papers  called  for  in  the  resolu- 
tion he  had  me  honor  to  submit.  To  form  a  just  idea  of 
any  pubUe  tmproremetit,  the  advantages  as  well  as  ex- 
penses should  be  exhibited  to  those  who  are  to  decide 
whether  the  policy  of  the  country  requires  its  continu- 
ance. 

From  a  perusal  .of  the  report  of  tlie  Secretary  of  tiie 
Navy,  one  would  be  led  to  believe  that  an  unauthorized 
inten>retation  bad  been  put  by  his  predecessor  upon  the 
third  (erroneously  ealled  fourth)  section  of  the  act  for 
the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy.  _^lt  had  &Uen  to 
bis  lot  to  know  something  about  this  subject  wUch,  as  it 
has  not  been  disclosed  in  the  report,  ought  now  to  be 
stated  here. 

The  subject  of  forming  plantations  of  live  oak  for  the 
future  supply  of  that  valuable  timber  Tor  the  navy,  was 
first  introduced  by  a  resolution  in  this  House,  on  tlie  12lh 
of  JanuaJV,  1827.  By  that  resolution,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afllirs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the.  expe- 
diency of  forming  plantations  for  rearing  live  oak  for  the 
future  supply  of  the  navy.  It  passed  by  an  almost  unani- 
mous vote;  and  it  was  then  distinctly  announced  that  the 
^ber  was  so  rapidly  dibappearing,  that,  unless  artificial 
propagation  and  culture  were  resorted  to,  there  would  not 
be  a  sufficient  quantity  in  a  few  years  for  naval  purposes. 

It  never  was  conceived  that  the  act  fiir  the  gnulual  im- 
provement of  the  navy  conferred  power  to  nuke  pur- 
chases of  land.  No  such  "  interpretation  was  ever  enter- 
tained," and  no  .such  power  claimed  or  exercised.  On 
the  contrary,  it  was  believed  that  the  Executive  had  no 
such  author!^;  and  as  it  was  considered  that  the  public 


There  were  within  this  boundary  a  few  individual  claims 
to  be  extinguished,  to  give  the  United  States  exclusive 
junsdiction  and  posaession  of  tlie  land-  The  contiguity 
of  this  land,  too,  to  the  navy  yard,  rendered  it  accessible 
at  all  times  to  the  officers,  and  subject  to.  (heir  superin- 
tendence. A  plan  was  made  at  the  General  Land  Office, 
the  price  to  be  paid  stipulated,  the  situation  well  under* 
atooQ,  and  t^e  intention  of  the  Government  made  known, 
and,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  these  fact%  Congress 
made  the  appropriation.  This  took  place  in  that  year, 
when  a  majority  of  both  conHnitteei*  and  of  both  Houses 
To  form  a  just  idea  of|  of  Congress,  were  opposed  to  the  administration,  so  that 
there  was  no  overstrained  construction,  no  absurd  and  ar- 
bitrary interpretation,  to  make  tliese  purchases.  If  die 
attack  is  intended  to  be  made  upon  the  policy  of  the  mea- 
sure, it  is  impugning  the  decision  of  Congress.  The 
Secretary  has  also  stated  that  live  oak  is  the  "natural 

Eroduct"  of  the  whole  coast  from  St.  Marv's  to  the  Ssr 
ine.  This  is  assumed  as  the  ground  for  abandoning  the 
policy  adopted  by  Congress,  and  continued  by  this  ad- 
miiuatration  from  the  4tn  of  Harch«  1829,  up  to  this  time. 
I  rqiret  that  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  differing  from 
the  Secretary  so  widely  in  this  statement.  If  tbe  honorable 
Secretary  had  referred  to  the  respectable  naval  officers  in 
the  oUier  end  of  the  building,  they  would  have  told  bim, 
from  information  acquired  from  an  intimate  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  that  coast,  ttiat  the  live  oak  is  found 
sparsely  scattered  at  most  remote  distances,  and  in  small 
bodies.  If  artificial  culture  is  not  resorted  to,  and  the 
fires  kept  out  of  the  reservations,  there  will  not  be  enou|^ 
in  fifty  yean  to  buld  a  West  India  squadron. 

As  I  IiAve  the  honor  to  represent  the  territory  in  which 
this  establishment  is  located,  I  deure  to  haye  the  subject 
fairly  placed  before  Congress,  and  let  them  decide  whe- 
ther the  public  interests  will  not  be  promoted  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  experiment  The  reports  will  show  thvt 
there  are  70,000  live  oak  trees  upon  the  land  purchased, 
which,  in  half  a  century,  or  even  a  quarter,  will  be  worth 
ten  times  the  amount  ever  expended  upon  them. 

Mr.  WHITE  having  accepted  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
SPEIGHT  as  a  modification  of  his  resolution, 
intA^sts  would  be  promoted  by  the  purchase  of  a  few     Mr.  HOFFMAN  moved  further  to  amend  it,  by  adding 
individual  daiiiu^  to  complete  a  proposed  reservation  of  the  following: 

the  pubUc  land  near  a  navy  yard,  a  specific  appropriktion     "And  all  other  information  in  the  power  of  the  depart- 


was  made  in  the  IhU  maUng  appropriation  for  the  navy'  in 
1838,  and  wiU  be  found  in  tiie  thud  section  of  that  bill,- 
as  follows: 

"Beit  further  maded,  That  there  be,  and  is  hereby, 
appropriated  for  the  purcliase  of  such  lands  as  (he  Frem- 
dent  of  the  United  States  may  think  necessafy  and  pro- 
per to  provide  live  oak  and  other  timber  for  the  use  of 
the  navy  of  the  United  States,  a  aim  not  exceeding  ten 
thouwnd  dollars,"  be. 

This  is  the  authority  under  which  the  purchases  were 
made,  and  not  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  for  the  ^gradual 
improvement  of  the  navy. 

The  object  of  this  provision  was  distinctiy  explained  in 
a  commuotcation  to  ute  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  in 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and  by  them  to 
the  respective  branches  of  Congress  to  which  they  be- 
longed. It  was  proposed  by  the  Preadent  to  make  a  re- 
servation of  tbe  peninsula  formed  hy  Pensacola  bay.  and 
St.  Rosa's  sound,  n«ar  to  the  navy  yard,  for  the  live  oak 
then  upon  it,  and  to  make  an  experiment  of,  or  its  further 
propagation  by,  artificial  culture.  The  situation  was  per- 
naps  the  best  in  the  United  States.  Tbe  promontory 
between  these  two  bodies  of  salt  water,  from  its  peculiar 
portion  nnd  almost  iniukr  form,  iweaented.  advantagei 
which  were  not  offered  on  any  otiier  part  of  that  coast 
At  the  distance  of  eif^iteen  or  twen^  m^  up  tite  sound, 
the  wateA  approached  within  half  a  nule,  whidl  afforded 
an  opportuiuty  of  keeping  out,  with  littie  care  and  ex 
peme,  the  fires  wtiiehare  so  destructlTC  to  the  your^  trees. 


ment  tofpve,  relative  to  a  production  and  providing;  a  sup- 
ply of  live  oak,  and  the  measures  taken  respecting  the 
growing  thereof,  and  the  expenses  of  such  measures."  * 
Mr.  HOFFMAN',  on  olTering  this  amendment,  aud,  that 
the  subject  of  this  resolution  was  now.before  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs,  In  consequence  of  a  reference  to  that 
committee  of  a  part  of  the  annual  message  of  the  Presi. 
dent.  His  obiect  in  moving  this  amendment  was  to  enlarge 
the  proposed  call,  so  as  to  embrace  all  the  information  on 
the  subject  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  department 
to  communicate.'  He  was  not  aware,  he  siud,  whether 
Congress'  had,  or  had  not,  in  any  way,  sanctioned  the  po- 
licy of  planting.  He  did  not  rise  to  express  any  opinion 
on  that  qtiestion  at  present,  but  only  desired  to  have  all 
the  information  whicn  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  il, 
Mr.  WHITE  accepted  the  amendment. 
Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  of  Kfcntucky,  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, to  Include  also  an  inquiry  into  the  measures  adopt- 
ed for  **  the  preservation"  of  the  live  oak  timber.  He 
wanted  to  get  at  information  on  this  subject  He  under- 
stood that  there  had  been  a  corps  of  overseers  employed 
about  that  business  for  the  last  and  several  precetling 
ye*s.  He  wished  to  know,  frcnn  uithority,  what  they 
were  about 

Mr.  WHITE  accqited  also  this  amendment. 
The  resolution,  as  thus  amended,  was  agreed  to,  nem. 
con- 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  submitted  tbe  following: 
Meaobedt  That  a  select  committee  on  education  be  ip- 
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ptMnted  to  take  into  conuderation  all  measures  and  pro* 
pontions  reUtive  thereto,  which  shall  be  risferred  to  tmm, 
aM  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otberwiK. 

On  offering-  the  above  resolution, 

Mr.  RICHAR'DSON  said,  that,  in  explanation  of  his  ob- 
ject in  submitting^  the  resolution  proponng*  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  select  committee  on  education,  he  ueg^d 
leave  to  offer  a  few  remarks.  At  the  last  oesnon  of  Con- 
gress, said  Mr.  R.,  I  propc»ed  the  estabUMiment  of  a 
■landing  committee  on  education.  Tliat  proposition  was 
notaustained.  The  objectof  thepropositton,!  think,  was 
nitB^prehended.  All  tlmt  paned  at  the  last  sesrion  ^ve 
cause  of  regret  that  there  was  no  appropriate  comnuttee 
to  whom  to  refer  the  numerous  applications  touching  that 
subject.  In  the  form  of  memorials,  resolutions,  and  motions, 
there  were  at  the  last  session  not  less  than  thirty  applica- 
tions to  this  House  for  acts  of  legislation  for  purposes  of 
education.  These  applications  were  from  various  parts 
of  the  Union,  and  few  only  were  finaHy  acted  on.  From 
Arkansas  there  was  a  call  for  legislation  for  the  benefit  of 
common  schools.  From  Alabama,  for  the  benefit  ofBelte- 
ville  Academy,  of  Green  Academy,  of  La  Grange  College, 
and  the  University  of  Alabama.  From  Michigan,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  From  Louisiana, 
for  the  benefit  of  Jefferson  College,  in  that  State.  From 
Rhode  Island,  for  the  benefit  of  Brown  University,  in  that 
State*.  From  Kentucky,  for  tiie  benefit  of  tiie  Asylum  of 
Deaf  tmd  Dumb,  the  Hanfin  Academy,  and  Transylvania 
Univeruty,  in  that  State.  From  Ohio,  T<st  the  benefit  of 
common  schools,  tlic  education  of  deaf  and  dumb,  a  fe- 
male academy,  and  of  Kenyon  and  Ripley  Colleges,  in 
that  State.  From  Pennsylvania,  for  the  benefit  of  Jeffer- 
son and  Washington,  Madison  and  Alleghany  Colleges, 
and  the  Western  Unirerrity,  in, that  State.  From  Missis- 
nppi,  for  the  FnuikUn  Acideniy.  From  New  York,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Institution  of  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  of  the 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Design,  in  that  State.  From 'the 
District  of  Columbia,  for  the  benefit  of  free  schools  in 
Alexandria  and  in  tiie  city  of  Washinrton,  and  of  the 
Columbian  College,  in  this  District  Owier  applications 
from  other  quarters  were  made  in  relation  to  the  same 
subject.  They  all  evince  great  solicitude  in  relation  to 
tUs  momentoos  concern.  These  applications  were  re- 
ferred to  vaiiouB  comnuttees'charg^  with  other  interests 
of  importance.  A  number  of  them  were  referred  to  tlie 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands.  I  have,  siud  Mr.  R.,  in 
the  ability  and  fidelity  of  that  committee  tiie  most  perfect 
confidence.  But  tiie  labors  of  tl^at  committee  are  ardu- 
ous. It  could  never  have  been  intended  that  that  com- 
mittee should  have  charge  of  tiie  great  subject  of  educa- 
tion. The  applications  mentioned  wouMbe  sufficient  of 
themselves  to  occupy  the  whole  attention  of  an  able  com- 
mittee. For  the  want  of  an  appropriate  committee,  there 
is  much  reason  to  iq)prehend  that  they  never  will  have 
due  consideration.  And,  j^r,  said  Mr.  B.,  may  not  the 
applicants  connected  with  seminaries  of  learning  of  liigli 
order  and  of  strong  clidms  in  varioua.parts  of  tins  Union 
reaaonablj^  expect  that  tbeir  applications  shall  receive  the 
due  attention  ofanappropr«te  committee?  Andyouhave, 
coirnnhtees  on  agrictdture,  manufiicturei,  £adian  af- 
fiira,  and  various  subjects,  not  because  the  constitution 
has  made  them  objects  of  special  care,  but  because  they 
■re  objects  of  general  interest  to  the  country.  The  edu- 
cation of  the  youth  of  this  republic  is  an  object  of  vital 
importance;  and  why  ought  It  not  to  have  the  fosteriug 
care  of  tiufl  Government?  Indeed,  already  some  miljjons 
of  dollars  in  public  lands  and  in  money  have  been  ap- 
propriated for  the  support  of  common  schools  and  other 
seminaries  of  learning.  Is  it  not  time  to  consider  whe- 
ther these  benefits  have  been  dispensed  with  an  equal 
hand,  and  whether  they  nibserve  the  purpose  of  their 
appropriation.  Sir,  Massachusetts  has  made  no  call  upon 
Congreas  fbr  aid  in  tmpport  of  her  leminariea.   I  trust  I 


am  not  actuated  by  any  local  considerations.  If  1  know 
myself,  I  am  actuated  by  a  solicitude  to  secure  the 
srfety  and  promote  the  pro^erity  of  this  republic.  With- 
out mrther  remarks,  I  submit  the  resolution,  with  the 
hope  that  it  may  be  aidoptcd. 

Mr.  ARCHER  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table^ 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  RICHARDSON  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays:  they  were  ordered  by  the  House,  and,  being 
Uken,  stood  as  foUowi: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Angel,  Ar- 
cher, Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barringer,  Bell,  James  Blair, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Borst,  Brown.  Buchanan,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Coke,  Conner,  Cowlcs,  Craig, 
Crockett,  Crocheron,  Daniel,  Davenport,  W.  B-  Davis, 
Desha,  De  Witt,  Draper,  Drayton,  Dudley,  Earll,  Ford, 
Foster,  Gaithcr,  Gordon,  Green,  Gurley,  Hall,  Halse^, 
Haynes,  Hinds,  Hoffman,  Howard,  Ir*in,  Irvin,  Jarvis, 
Cave  Johnson,  Perkins  King,  Adam  Kng.  Lamar,  Lea, 
Lecompte,  Lent,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Msgee, 
Marr,  Thomas  Maxwell,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McCoy,  McDof- 
fie,  Mclntire,  Monell,  Norton,  Nuckolb,  Patton,  Pettis, 
Polk,  Potter,  Powers,  Rencher,  Roane,  Rose,  Russel, 
Shepperd,  Shields,  Speight,  Sprigg,  Standefer,  Sterigerc, 
Stephens,  W.  Thompson,  IVcker,  Verplanck,  Wayne, 
C.  P.  White,  TVicklifie,  Williams,  Yancey— 94. 

NAYS. —Messrs.  Anderson,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Bartley,  Bates,  Baylor,  Brodhead,  Butman,  Cahoon,  Chanr 
dler,  Chilton,  Coleman,  Condlct,  Cooper,  Ctwlter,  Crane, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crowninshield,  Denny,  Dickinson, 
Doddridge,  Duncan,  Dwight,  E^r,  Ellsworth,  George 
Evan^  Joshua  Evans,  Horace  Everett,  Findlay,  Rnch, 
Forward,  Fry,  Gilmorc,  Grennell,  Hawkins,  Hemphill 
Hodges,  Holland,  Hubbai-d,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Huntington, 
Thrie,  Ingersoil,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Kendall.  Kennon, 
Kincaid,  Leavitt,  Letcher,  Mallary,  Martindale,  McCreeiy, 
Miller,  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Pearce,  Pierson.  Ramsey, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Richardson,  Sanford,  Scott,  Sill,  Smith, 
A.  apancer,  Henry  R.  Storrs,  William  L.  Storrs,  Strong, 
Sutherland,  Swann,  Swift,  Taylor,  J.  Thomson,  Tracy, 
Vance,  Varnum,  Vinton,  Washington,  Weeks,  Whittlesey, 
Edward  D.  While,  Wilson.— 86. 

So  the  resolution  was  oi-dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  Hoqse  the  fallowing 
message  from  tite  President  of  the  Uiuted  States: 

7b  the  Senate  and 

HouM  ofS^naental»ie»nfthe  Untied  Stalai 

GiiTTLsxsir:  From  information  received  at  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  it  Is  ascertained  tiiat,  owing  to  unforeseen 
circumstances,  several  of  tite  marshals  have  b£en  unable 
to  complete  tiie  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,  within  Oie  time  prescribed  by  the  act  of  the 
23d  March,  1830,  viz.  by  the  first  day  oftiie  present  month. 

As  the  completion  of  the  fifth  census,  as  respecU  seve- 
ral of  the  States  of  the  Union,  will  have  been  defeated,  un- 
less Congress,  to  whom  the  case  is  submitted,  aibould,  b)^an 
act  of  the  present  semon,  allow  further  time  for  makiu 
the  returns  in  question,  the  expediency  is  suggested  of  al- 
lowing such  an  act  to  pass  at  as  early  a  day  as  posnble. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Washiwotos,  Deeemher  15,  1830. 

The  message  was  read,  referred  to  a  select  conmuttee, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Fridaz,  Dscsxbeb  17.  , 
Mr.  EI J^WORTH,  firam  the  Committee  on  the  iudi- 
ci«7,  to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill      the  last  m> 
sion  to  amend  and  consolidate  til*  acts  lupqctbig  capj^ 
rights,  made  a  report  thereon,  (for  whl^  see  Appoidix.) 
THE  POST  OFFICE  ESTABLISHMENT. 
The  House  resumed  the  conaderation  of  the  bill  to  es- 
tablish certun  poit  routei  and  to  discontiDtK  others;  and 
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T%e  Pott  Ojke  XdabSAtamt. 


[H.  OT  R. 


all  the  unendments  made  to  the  bill  in  Cunn^tee  of  the 
Whole  were  agreed  to. 

The  question  braig  about  to  be  put  on  the  engroaament 
of  the  bill, 

Ur.  WICKLIFFE  mored  to  insert  in  the  bill  tlie  folio v- 
iiix  proTiK^  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  bat  section,  viz. 

'*  Fronded,  The  said  poat  routes  be  put  in  operation  as 
soon  aa  the  fUnda  of  the  department  will,  in  the  opinion  of 
tiie  PasUnaster  General,  justify  the  increased  expense  of 
the  same." 

[It  is  proper  to  state  here,  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole- yesterday  struck  out  a  section  of  the  bill  which 
propoaed  to  appropriate  (86,000^  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
Trcnsuiy  of  tiie  Umted  State%  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the 
Post  Office  Department] 

In  support  oi  his  amendment,  Mr.  WICKLIFFE  went 
into  a  brief  explanation  of  the  reasons  which  had  induced 
him  to  ofler  it.    He  did  not  profess  to  have  any  certain 
knowledge  of  the  amount  of  money  that  miglitbe  re«^uir- 
ed  to  carry  into  effect  the  numerous  poat  routes  contained 
in  tile  present  bill.    It  mig;ht,  very  possibly,  amount  to 
$300,000  annually.    It  would  be  recollected,  by  those 
members  who  had  been  in  Congress  two  or  three  years 
1^1^  that  a  bill  passed  Congress  in  1828>  designating  various 
post  routes,  in  addition  to  those  previously  existing,  the 
whole  expenae  of  which  fell  upon  the  ritvenue  of  the  depart- 
ment for  the  year  1839.    Pnor  to  the  passage  of  that  bill, 
the  Post  Office  Department  bad  been  m  a  course  of  the 
mcMt  successful  operation.  It  sustained  itself  by  theamount 
of  its  receipts.    But,  when  the  ad^tional  burdens  impos- 
ed by  the  passage  of  that  bill  were  thrown  on  the  denart- 
men^  it  was  found  that  no  corresponding  increase  of  re- 
ceipts took  placet  <uid  the  difference  was  so  great  as  to 
occanon  a  deficiency  of  925,000  the  very  first  year,  and 
an  excess  of  the  expenses  above  the  receipts  of  the  de- 
partment had  continued  ever  since.    According  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Postmaster  General,  the  excess  wimin  the  last 
year  amounted  to  $83,000i  yettbe  House  was  told  by  the 
bead  of  the  department,  that,  if  left  to  itself,  the  Post 
Office  would  be  enabled,  in  a  short  time,  to  meet  all  its 
expenses,  without  requiring  any  aid  from  the  treasurj', 
inasmuch  aa  the  amount  of  receipts  was  fast  gaining  upon 
that  of  the  expenditures.    He  need  nt^  remind  gcut]t:men 
that  loud  compUints  had  lately  arisen,  both  in  tiiat  House 
and  elsewlieret  and  committees  of  investigation  wcrc^said 
to  hare  been  gotten  up,  for  tlie  purpose  of  inquiring'into 
tile  past  management  and  present  condition  of  tiie  Post 
Office  Department.    If  such  were  the  fact,  those  commit* 
tees  woald  find,  as  the  result  of  their  examination,  that  as 
much  economy,  and  as  prompt  a  responsibility,  existed 
throughout  every  part  uf  this  Department  of  Government, 
as  at  any  former  period.    Yet,  with  the  knowledge  of 
these  clamors  immediately  before  their  view,  gentiemen 
were  in  favor  of  laying  an  additional  burden,  to  the  tune 
of  $200,000  a  year  on  the  expenses      tiie  Post  Office. 
He  asked  where  the.money  was  to  c<Hne  from.   By  this 
bill,  said  Mr.  W.,  you  order  the  Postmaster  General  to 
cany  the  mail  on  a  great  number  of  new  routes.    He  has 
no  discretion  aa  to  Uie  obe(£ence  of  this  order.    He  is  at 
once  obliged  to  enter  into  the  contracts,  whether  the  de- 
putment  has  or  has  not  funds  to  comply  with  them.  How 
was  he  to  meet  the  demand?    He  expressly  tells  you 
that  he  has  not  the  funds,  and  ypu  yesterday  refused,  vMy 
properly,  in  my  judgment,  to  make  any  apprc^riation  for 
the  purpose.    Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  induced 
to  oner  the  proposed  amendment,  with  a  view  to  relieve 
•  meritorious  officer  from  such  a  dilemma,  by  allowing 
him  the  excrcii>e  of  some  discretion  in  the  case.    I  have 
Do  doubt  that  some  of  the  routes  designated  by  tliis  bill, 
c^ecially  some  of  those  upon  the  frontier,  are  required  by 
4ic  state  of  the  country;  to  these,  nodoQbt,tl)e  Po9tm.i3ter 
General  will  first  turn  his  attention;  but  there  are  otiicrs 


the  community,  or,  at  least,  not  so  ui^ntiy  required,  that 
they  must  be  muntained  at  the  expense  of  toe  depart* 
ment,  and  at  a  sacrifice  of  its  credit. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky. ,  observed,  in  reply,  that,  in  de- 
ciding  upon  the  propriety  of  pasnng  this  or  any  other 
stmilu-  bill,  he  put  to  himself  the  simple  inquiry,  whether 
the  interests  of  his  constitoenta,  ana  of  his  country,  re* 
quired  the  additional  channels  of  intelligence  which  the 
bill  provided.    He  had  not  stopped  to  inquire,  nor  did  he 
know  that  it  was  his  duty  to  inquire,  from  the  worthy  gen- 
tleman at  the  head  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  whe- 
ther he  was  or  was  not  willing  that  so  many  additional 
post  routes  shoidd  be  enacted  by  law.    Neither  did  he 
hold  himself  under  any  hnpeiious  obligation  to  aacertaiu 
whether  the  ftinds  of  the  department  would  or  would  not 
enable  that  officer  to  execute  the  will  of  Congress.  He 
was  convinced  that  the  rapidly  extending  setticments,  and 
still  more  rapidly  multiplying  population  of  the  country, 
reqtiired  the  continuance  of  the  rule,  which  had  hitherto 
prevailed,  of  passing  a  bill  of  the  kind  every  two  years. 
He  could  not  see  the  necessi^     suspending  an  operation 
so  salutary  to  the  public,  whether  its  completion  might  or 
might  not  require  money  from  the  treaauty.    He  would 
not  stand  to  inquire  wiietlicr  these  routes  would  cost 
$80,000,  as  had  been  cstinuited  by  the  Postmaster  General, 
or  ^00,000  as  seemed  to  be  imagined  by  liia  worthy  col- 
league, [Mr.  WicKLirya.]  He  fi:lt  well  assured  that  there 
was  no  portion  of  our  country  that  would  not  rather  see 
that  amount,  or  even  a  greater,  expended  in  this  forrn^ 
than  in  almost  any  other  which  could  be  mentioned,  u 
there  was  any  one  operation  of  this  Government,  which, 
more  than  any  otlier,  came  home  to  the  people,  which 
made  itself  felt  in  every  portion  of  the  country,  aiKl 
brought  a  sense  ofits  benefits  to  every  man's  Joor,  it  surely 
wastheactionofthePostOffice  Department.  Theopera- 
tion  of  a  bill  like  this  went  to  multiply  tiie  channels  of  inter- 
course and  knowledge  through  the  country.   It  diffused 
information  of  every  kind,  whether  commercial,  agricid* 
tural,  m_echanical,  or  social,  public  or  private-  Its  benefits 
were  widely  diffused  and  immediately  felt.    No  restric- 
tioQ,  like  that  proposed  by  his  friend  and  colleague  in  the 
present  amendment,  had  evir  before  been  inserted  in  a  bill 
of  this  kind.    Where  any  thing  rcsembhiig  it  had  been 
appended,  the  bill  was  annual,  and,  not  like  this,  biennial. 
I'tie  House  had,  in  some  cases,  passed  a  bill  for  new  post 
routes  every  year.    But  it  had  now  got  back  to  the  old 
practice  of  enacting  tiiem  biennially.    Mr.  J.  said  that  he 
was  soTT}'  to  differ  in  opinion  from  his  worthy  colleague, 
but  he  really  could  not  concur  in  the  present  amenduient^ 
whatever  might  be  the  amount  required  to  carry  the  biU 
into  effect;  he  could  notbHnghimself  to  withhold  so  great 
an  accommodation  from  the  citizens,  for  tlie  aake  of 
what  it  might  cost.    The  House  was  not  called  on  to 
make  any  appropriation.    The  appropriation^  clause  had 
been  stricken  from  theliiU)  and,  whatever  might  be  the 
fears  of  some  gentlemen,  be  would  venture  to  predict, 
that,  before  the  period  of  the  next  September  ami  Octo- 
ber contracts,  tiie  department  would  find  itself  in  circum- 
stances to  meet  the  expenses  which  would  be  incurred  by 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  without  applying  to  the  trea- 
sury.   He  would  further  predict,  tiiat,  if  a  statement 
should  hereafter  be  made  to  this  House,  that  tikis  bill  had 
caused  an  expense  of  fifly  or  a  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
which  the  department  would  not  meet,  there  would  be  a 
unanimous  vote  in  both  Houses  to  jpre  wliatever  amount 
might  be  found  necessary.    No  blame  could,  at  all  eveut^ 
fall  upon  the  Postmaster  General.  Will  the  people  blame 
him?    No,  rir.    Can  clamor  reach  him?    No,  sir;  all  the 
clamor  against  the  Post  Office  Department,  raised  for 
mere. party  purposes,  when  the  facts  of  the  case  come  to 
be  investigated,  prove  like  the  idle  wind  which  passes  by 
tiiis  magnificent  capitul.    Whether  that  chunor  existed  in 


whidi  I  cannot  think  are  called  for  by  the  exigencies  of|  the  House  or  out  of  it,  for  himself  he  had  but  one  simple 
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rule:  he  broug^M  every  considention  down  to  the  simple 
test  of  his  duty.  He  never  listened,  for  one  moment,  to 
the  clamors  which  had  been  raised  against  his  wnrthy 
fHend  the  Postmaster  General,  any  more  than  if  the  si- 
lence of  despotism  reigned  arouna  him;  nor  would  the 
people  regard  it  more  man  he,  or  be  so  unjust  as  to  blame 
the  Read  of  a  department  for  ^rhat  was  the  act  of  Con- 
gress alone.  Mr.  J.  said  that'a  large  portion  of  the  post 
routes  in  this  bill  he  knew  to  be  indispensably  necessary 
to  the  comfort  and  accommodation  of  great  districts  of  the 
countrj'.  Why,  then,  limit  the  bill?  He  differed  totally 
from_  his  very  worthy  colleague  in  tliis  matter;  and,  how- 
ever'accountable  he  held  himself  to  his  constituents,  he 
was  not  afraid  to  avow,  either  in  tliat  House  or  elsewliere, 
thut,  S4  long  as  they  hmd  a  dollar  to  appropriate  out  of 
all  the  millions  they  had  contributed  for  the  wel&re  of  our 
common  country,  he  should  not  be  afraid  to  appropriate 
it  fqr  an  object  so  essential  to  their  comfort  and  happiness. 
This  he  conceived  to  be  the  right  wa^'  to  treat  the  people. 
They  put  millions  into  the  treasury,  and  they  would  never 
complain  that  a  part  of  their  own  treasure  was  taken  out 
to  promote  their  own  best  good. 

Mr.  WICEU/tFFE  rejoined.  He  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  boldness  and  independence  of  his  colleague  in 
voting  for  any  appropriation  of  money  which  he  consider- 
ed to  be  demanded  by  the  pubhc  good.  He  only  regretted 
that,  if  he  considered  an  appropriation  in  this  case  neces- 
sary and  proper,  he  had  not  retained  tlie  clause  for  that 
purpose  as  it  originally  stood  in  the  bill,  but  had  himself 
moved  to  have  it  stricken  out;  for  Mr;  W.  felt  fully  con- 
vinced that  if  the  bill  were  passed  in  its  present  form,  the 
department  would  have  at  ontfe  to  come  to  the  treasury. 
To  this  he  for  one  was  utterly  opposed.  He  considered 
that  the  duty  he  owed  to  himself,  and  to  his  constituents, 
required  him  to  keep  the  expenses  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment within  the  amotint  of  its  receipts.  With  that 
view  he  was  desirous  to  repose  in  the  officer  at  its  head 
such  a  discretion  as  might  relieve  him  from  the  necessity 
of  applying  to  the  treasury,  however  abundant  its  contents 
might  be,  (tliough  he  did  not  believe  they  would  be  so 
very  abundant  either.)  He  sAould  not  urge  any  thing 
fiirttier  in  support  of  its  amendments^  but  would  content 
himself  with  requesting  that  the  vote  upon  it  might  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Tlie  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  JQHNSON  rose  to  correct  a  misapprehension  of 
Ilia  cc^Ieagiie,  as  to  what  he  had  said.  He  had  never  as- 
serted that  any  appropriation  from  the  treasury  would  be 
rcquin  d  to  carry  this  hill  into  eflect,  but  li«l  only  ex- 
pressed Iiis  will!n2;ness  to  make  such  an  appropriation 
slinuld  it  be  required. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee,  said,  he  Iiojied  the  House 
wouhl  not  act  on  a  subject  of  this  kind  without  due  deli- 
beration. By  the  acknowledgment  of  the  honorable  and 
very  generous  chairman  of  the  Post  Office  committee, 
[Mr.  JuHKBOK,]  the  pol;c\-  herclofure  invariably  pursued 
in  relation  to  die  Post  Office  is  now  to  be  changed  As  a 
tax,  the  contributors  to  tliis  branch  of  the  Government 
have  had  that  characteristic  which  renders  any  tax  the 
most  popular,  viz.  its  being  paid  by  those  who  personally 
enjoy  the  l)fnefic';il  consequences.  The  department,  said 
Mr.  B.,  has  heretofore  been  mnn^gcd  with  very  great 
care,  and  has  been  very  popular;  the  moBt  so,  pei'haj)S, 
of  any  of  the  branches  of  the  Government;  great  harmony 
also  lias  generally  prevailed  between  Congress  and  the 
head  of  that  di-purtment.  One  great  reason  of  the  popu- 
larity, as  well  as  the  general  prosperity  it  has  enjoyed,  is 
to  be  found  in  the  fuct,  that  it  has  been  thus  far  sustained 
by  its  own  resources;  the  revenue  fiom  jiostage  has  paid 
t!ie  expenses  of  tninspoiti.ig  the  nr.a'l.  But  it  the  exten- 
sion and  muUiphciition  uf  mail  routes  is  to  be  pursued 
without  regard  to  t!ic  receipts  of  tlie  department,  one  of 
the  most  saiMtar}'  checks  in  the  adrtjinistralion  of  its  affairs 
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will  have  been  removed.  He  hoped^  the  House  would 
consider  maturely  before  they  entrusted  this  branch  of 
the  Government  with  a  discretionary  power  to  demand 
appropriations  from  the  treasuty;  and,  if  it  is  further  to 
have  the  discretion  of  aiJplying  the  appropriations  when 
obtubed,  its  c<^cems  could  not  ftil  to  iall  into  great  dis- 
order: a  looser  system  of  administration  would  be  adopted; 
the  tax  would  lose  its  equitable  character,  and  soon 
cease  to  be  popular.  He  had  urged  these  coimderationa 
because  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  comnuttee  had 
avowed  it  as  his  plan  (o  call  for  appropriations  where  the 
funds  of  the  department  sliould  fail  short. 

As  to  the  interest  of  the  country  in  this  multitude  of 
new  routes — (he  did  not  know  how  many  wA-c  proposed 
by  the  bill— a  gentleman  near  him  said  seven  hun^^) — he 
could  only  say  that  heretofore  the  Post  Office  comnuttee 
in  tlie  House  nad  always  moved  in  concert  with  the  head 
of  the  department;  ana  it  was  reasonable  and  fit  that  they 
should  do  so.  U  was  not  to  be  expected  that  tiiat  com- 
mittee  could  possess  the  same  extent  and  minute  accuracy 
of  knowledge  which  belonged  to  the  department — no 
committee  daring  its  term  m  service  here  could  obtain 
such  a  mass  of  geographical  infbnnation.  The  present 
bill,  however,  had,  it  seemed,  been  got  up  witliout  any 
consultation  with  the  department.  Here  were  scvtn  hun- 
dred new  post  routes  proposed  at  once. 

[Mr.  VANCE  here  interposed  to  eipUta.  He  feared 
he  had  unintentionally  misled  the  gentleman — the  bill 
contained  not  seven,  but  about  three  nundred  routes.] 

Be  it  so,  stud  Mr.  Bbll,  the  objection  is  the  same  in 
principle,  if  there  are  but  one  hundred.  No  committee 
can  judge  of  their  utili^  with  the  same  degree  of  safety 
as  the  Post  Office  Department  can.  Yet  the  honorable 
chairman  dcclai-es  that  he  did  not  consider  it  his  duty  to 
consult  the  Postmaster  General  in  each  of  these  three 
hundred  routes.  Any  committee,  chai-ged  with  a  duly 
of  this  kind,  is,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  liable  to 
great  impositions.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  honorable 
members  of  this  House  would  wilfully  and  intentionally 
deceive  or  impose  upon  any  committecf  but  they  migh^ 
in  effecl,  produce  a  very  fiuse  impression  by  their  repre- 
sentations, which,  however  ancere,  were  chiefly  based  on 
a  narrow  circle  of  topographical  information.  Each  mem- 
ber looked  mainly  at  his  own  immediate  neighborhood, 
without  consulting  the  general  interest  of  his  region  of 
the  Union,  and  without  an  accurate  knowledge,  perhaps 
of  the  routes  already  existing.  He  meant  not  the  slightest 
imputation  on  the  patience,  diligence,  or  fidelity  of  the 
committee,  or  on  the  motives  or  conduct  of  any  member 
of  the  House;  but  it  was  obvious,  that,  fh>ro  the  necessj^- 
of  the  case,  most  of  these  routes  could  receive  from  a 
committee  but  a  comparatively  slight  investigation. 

There  was  another  i)oint  he  considered  important:  sup- 
posing that  the  Post  Office  Department  had  hitherto  sus- 
tained itself  out  of  its  revenues,  the  House  could  not  be 
sure  that,  in  departing  from  previous  pdicy,  they  ^oul^ 
he  sustained  by  public  opinion.  The  vote  of  yesterday  to 
strike  out  the  appropriation  at  first  introduced  into'the 
bill,  seemed  to  indicate  that  tbia  House  had  not  yet  made 
up  its  mind  to  enter  upon  a  new  course  of  pol'.cy  in  rela- 
tion to  this  departmeut.  ■  Tho  consequence  of  too  great 
a  multiplication  of  mail  routes  was,  that  the  department 
had  to  itorrow  down  its  contracts  where  the  mul  was  most 
wanted.  The  whole  country  received  a  dight  accommo- 
dation, which  was  notgraduatedbythecompamtire  wants 
of  its  different  parts,  and  many  of  the  routes  became 
scarce  «'brth  suatuning. 

No  one  could  think  more  highly  of  the  usefulness  of  a 
wide-spread  dissemination  of  inteUigencc  than  he  did;  but 
might  not  greater  facilities  be  granted  in  route*  already 
existing,  in  preference  to  the  opening  of  new  routest 
Would  it  not  conduce  more  to  a  genetml  difiVwon  of  know- 
ledge, if  the  same  facilities  or  dKoJating  infinmrtion 
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which  are  now  confined  to  memben  of  Congress  should  be 
extended  to  tnemb  en  ofthe  State  Lenalaturea  in  the  k  veni 
States?  It  bad  often  struck  him.  said  Ur.  B.»  that  if  they 
wcK  the  real  and  uncere  fnends  to  a  general  difiu- 
sion  of  intelligence,  which  mi^t  be  inferred  from  thdr 
zeal  for  multiplying  mail  routei,  would  they  net  more  ef- 
fectually promote  that  object  by  some  such  arrangement 
as  he  bad  alluded  to?  The  members  of  the  State  LegisU- 
tures  were  more  spread  among  the  people,  and  Uved  more 
among  them,  and  were  consequenuy  the  beat  acquainted 
with  their  wants  and  wishes;  an  arraiu^ement  of  mis  cha- 
racter would  overbalance  a  thousand  of  these  small  routes, 
while  it  added  less  to  the  expenditure  of  the  department. 
Mr.  B.  concluded  by  saying  tlwt  he  had  esteemed  it  bis 
duty  to  submit  these  views  on  the  general  subject,  and 
expresung  his  hope  that  the  House  would  act  with  great 
coolness  and  caution  in  so  important  a  department  of  le- 
gislation. 

Hr.  BUCHANAN,  of  Pennsylvania,  disclaimed  an^  in- 
tention of  enteriiy  into  a  diswiaaion  of  the  general  subject, 
but  would  offer  one  or  two  words  in  explanation  of  the 
reasons  which  would  induce  him  to  vote  against  the 
amendment.  Waiving  the  question  whether  this  bill  ought 
to  pass  or  not,  he  objected  to  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Wicklipfz,]  because  it 
vested  the  Poalmaster  Genenl  with  an  absolute  discretion 
in  the  appUcation  ofthe  funds  of  his  department,  and  en- 
vied him  to  decide  without  appeal  among  three  hundred 
conflicting  chums  for  the  new  mail  routes  proposed  in  the 
bill.  This  confided  to  a  single  officer  aweightof  respon- 
ubility  which  pertained  to  Congress  alone.  Hr.  B.  said 
he  enterbuned  both  respect  and  friendship  for  the  distin- 
guished officer  at  the  head  of  the  General  Post  Office; 
and  as  his  friend,  he  felt  unwilling  toimj)09e  upon  him  so 
onerous  a  burden-  Exercise  this  mscretion  how  he  might, 
he  was  sure  to  give  great  offence.  Each  applicant  for 
favor  would  esteem  his  own  route  best  entitled  to  prefer- 
ence, and  Uiere  would  be  three  or  four  hundred  of  these 
applicants  struggling  with  each  otlier  for  a  boon  which, 
perhaps  could  be  extended  to  but  three  or  four  individuals ; 
the  rest  were  sure  to  feel  offended.  What,  asked  Mr.  B.,  is 
the  of  Congress  in  this  matter?  To  put  only  such 
nates  mto  the  law  ai  tiie  resources  of  the  department 
will  enable  it  to  meett  and  between  the  various  daims  for 
such  admission.  Congress  sbould  itself  decide,  and  not 
devolve  its  own  reqmnsibility  on  the  head  of  any  indivi- 
dual. In  both  these  view*  of  the  subject,  he  felt  opposed 
to  the  amendment.  He  should  rather  appropriate  at  once 
the  sums  that  nus^t  be  thought  necessary,  than  entrust 
such  a  re^Muiaibirihr  aa  was  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  to  the  head  of  any  department 

Mr.  JOHNSON  again  addressed  the  House.  He  con- 
wdered  himself  very  unfortunate  in  not  having  been  un- 
derstood— be  knew  with  certainty  that  his  friends  would 
not  wilfully  misunderstand  him — he  must,  therefore,  attri- 
bute the  mistake  to  some  defect  on  his  own  part  He 
had  not  said,  as  seemed  to  be  supposed,  that  the  Post 
Office  committee  had  acted  in  toUl  mdependence  of  the 
Port  Office  Department,  in  judfnng  of  the  neceanty  of 
the  various  routes  proposed  to  tnemt  but  that  tliey  bad 
acted  without  holding  themselves  obliged  to.  consult  the 
departmenl^  whether  routes  should  be  adopted  that 
would  require  appropriations  from  the  treasuir.  On 
sMBe  of  the  routes  m  this  bill,  the  committee  baa  obtain- 
ed the  detaib  from  the  department  Whenever  thev 
had  rejected  a  route  naked  fiv,  the  rejection  was  record- 
ed, together  with  the  reaaona  for  it  But,  supposing  the 
committee  had  acted  in  entire  independence  of  the  de- 
partment, who,  he  asked,  could  be  better  qualified  to 
give  the  committee  all  the  information  it  needed  to  en- 
C(^ten  its  judgment  than  the.  memben  of  this  House? 
Men  who  oome  from  the  country  where  the  route  must 
mat  nin^  Men  who  reside  with  the  pci^let  and  are  sent 
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here  to  express  their  wants  and  wishes?  If  a  ctmunittee 
of  this  House  arc  incapable  of  deciding  on  a  post  route, 
without  first  obtainii^  the  approbation  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,  (except  so  fitf  as  mere  courte^  ia  concerned,) 
then  that  clause  of  the  constitution  which  givea  to  Con- 
gress the  power  to  establwh  poet  offices  and  post  roads, 
had  better  nave  been  so  worded  as  to  confide  that  power 
to  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government.  Mr.  J.  said 
be  was  truly  very  unfortunate  in  being  thus  exposed  to 
the  buffets  of  Ms  friends,  for  he  had  been  opposed  by 
none  but  those  who  were  his  friends,  both  personal  and 
political.  He  had  expressed  his  opinion — it  was  a  can^ 
one— and  he  was  sorry  he  could  not  witl^draw  it,  or  recall 
any  thing  be  had  sidd:  nor  could  he  consider  the  force  of 
his  argument  lessened  by  what  he  had  heard.  One  word 
to  the  worthy  gentleman  before  him,  [Mr.  Bill,]  (than 
whom  he  knew  none  more  worthy,  or  for  whom  be  felt  a 
truer  respect;)  that  gentieman  was  wrong  in  supposing 
him  to  have  said  that  any  money  .would  in  tlus  case  cer- 
tainly have  to  be  appropriated.  It  would  be  a  deUcate 
thing  to  make  such  a  declaration  beforehuidi  but  be  bad 
decmred  that  If^  when  the  time  arrived,  an  appropriatiiMi 
should  prove  necessary,  he  was  prepared  to  vote  for  it. 
He  again  declared,  that,  rather  than  deprive  the  country 
of  such  a  benefit,  he  would  Qfive  the  money  necessanr  to 
obtain  it  His  very  wortiiy  friend  from  Pennsylvania  [nr. 
BocBavairl  had-.expresMd  a  wish  that  the  Fust  Omoe 
committee  had  ascertained  the  preciae  amount  reqiunte  to 
carry  the  bill  into  effect;  that  gentieman  was  so  much  and 
so  constantiy  engaged  in  other  labors  of  a  very  different 
kind — (Mr.  B.  is  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  cbmmittee] — 
that  he  had  overlooked  the  fact  that  the  department  had 
ascertained  the  amount  referred  to,  and  had  reported  it  to 
the  House  at  $82,000.  This  was  the  amount  originally 
inserted  in  the  bill,  and  which  the  House  had  yesterday 
resolved  to  strike  out.  This  amount  was  not  asked  by  the 
department:  the  department  asked  for  no  appropriation) 
but  this  was  the  answer  pven  by  the  department  to  the 
inquiry  of  the  Post  Office  conumttee,  as  to  the  amount 
required  to  establish  all  the  new  routes  in  the  present  bill. 
For  himself,  Mr.  J.  said,  he  would  rather  let  the  bill  sleep 
on  the  table,  than  adopt  the  amendment  proposed  by  his 
colleague.  Thatameoamentappended,  and  the  bill  would 
amount  to  nothing!  nay,  it  would  be  worse  than  nothing, 
for  it  would  confer  a  legislative  discretion  on  the  head  of 
the  Post  Office  Department  His  worthy  friend  [Mr. 
Bku.]  had  said  that  it  appeared  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  relation  to  tne  Post  Office,  was  about  to  be 
changed.  He  said  not.  It  would  not  b«  changed  at  all, 
until  an  ^propriation  diould  aAtualljf  have  been  made. 
On  the  contrary,  should  this  bill  be  laid  asleep,  then  the 
policy  of  the  Government  would  indeed  be  changed. 
Then  this  House  would,  in  effect,  my  to  the  people  of 
United  States,  "  while  your  own  Prerident,  the  man  of 
your  choice,  the  man  whom  you  elected  at  the  polls,  fills 
the  chair,  you  are  to  enjo;^  less  privileges  than  you  ever 
had  before;  you  are  to  be.lndulged  wiui  feaa  mau  accom- 
modation, in  propulion,  than  under  any  former  adminia* 
tration."  Sir,  said  Mr.  J.,  I  am  not  wiUing  to  say  this  to 
the  people.  I  do  not.  Indeed,  connect  my  support  of  this 
bill  with  this  or  with  that  particular  administration;  but  I 
cannot  consent  that  we  should  now,  for  the  first  time,  be- 
gin to  withhold  privileges  from  the  people.  I  again  re- 
peat, that  I  consider  myself  unfortunate  in  being  opposed 
by  my  friends,  and  by  such  friends.  I  am,  I  a«:lar^ 
aunost  in  doubt  whether  I  must  not  be  wrong,  seeing  I 
differ  firom  them;  atill,  however,  I  do  not  so  far  doubt 
as  to  change  my  opimon:  and  if  ttua  amendment  shall  be  , 
adopted,  I  shaU  immediately  more  to  lay  the  bill  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN,  of  New  York,  expressed  his  regret 
that  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Post  Office  commit- 
tee found  it  neo«Mary  to  wow  that  he  felt  indiffjsrent 
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whether  tbii  bill  would  or  would  not  cbargc  the  Govern- 
ment beyond  tlie  income  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 
I  had  thought  that  it  was  an  acknowledjred  settled  princi- 
ple in  reference  to  the  management  of  that  department, 
that  its  revenues  should  not  be  exceeded  by  its  expendi- 
ture. Tlie  idea,  either  of  maUnr  die  Post  Office  a  source 
of  revenue,  or  of  suffering  it  to  oe  a  burden  on  the  trea- 
tary,  he  underatood  to  be  alike  abandoned.  He  liad  been 
anaer  the  impreanon  that  tbe  conin^ttee,  when  they  re- 
ported this  bin,  befieved  that  the  revenues  of  the  depart- 
ment would  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  exp^na^  of  all  these 
routes.  In  this,  it  appeared,  he  was  mistaken.  Mr.  H- 
said  he  ahotdd  not  vote  for  the  amendmentof  the  K«ntle- 
man  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  WicKUm,]  although  he  felt 
very  sennbly  the  fbrce  of  tbe  ailment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  BccHAirAir.}  He  concurred  with 
that  gentlenun  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  the  House,  and  not 
the  Postmaster  GieQeral,  who  should  fix  upon  the  routes 
to  be  carried  intQ  effect)  but  it  was  perhajis  too  late  to 
hope  for  this  now.  It  would  require  a  neviiaon  of  the 
whole  bill,  ^nd,  to  be  properly  done,  would  aho  demand  a 
knowledge  of  the  relative  expense  of  each  route.  But 
if  tbe  gentleman  frbm'  Kentucky  [Mr.  Jobhsoit]  was  ri(^t 
in  his  belief,  that  it  woiild  probably  call  for  no  appropria- 
tion to  carrv^e  bill  mt?  effect,  then  the  objection  of  the 
gentleman  n-om  PcQiuylvanla  of  course  fell  to  the  ground. 
If  all  could  be  accomplished,  then  there  wpuld  no  difB- 
cuhy  occur  from  bavine  to  select  from  among  them.  Mr. 
H.  aud  he  preferred  the  insertion  of  the  amendment  to 
the  danger  of  embarrassing  the  revenue  by  calls  for  ap- 
propriations hereafter.  For,  although  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  thinks  that  an  appropriation  wiU  be  readi- 
ly voted,  if  catted  for,  to  make  up  any  deficiency  caused 
by  the  passage  of  this  bill,  ret  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  the  House,  witii  a  knowledge  of  tbe  increasing 
deficit  of  the  department,  had  voted  to  strike  out  the  ap- 
propriation fhm  thif  bill.  If  the  committee  abandoned 
their  proposition  nowJ  What  reason  was  there  to  suppose 
that  the  House  would  willingly  assent  to  it  hereafter? 
Under  all  the  drcumstances,  Mr.  H.  said  he  thoi^bt  it 
would  be  better  to  pass  the  bill  with  the  amendment  than 
without  it. 

Mr.WHITTLESET.of  Ohio,  expreisedlus  regret  that 
the  gentlemen  from  Kentuekjr  and  Tennessee  [Messrs. 
WicKiim  and  Bkli]  had  not  looked  into  the  documents 
submitted  to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  be- 
fore they  had  taken  the  ground  they  had  now  done,  in 
ofTering  and  in  supporting  the  amendment.  Had  they 
done  this,  they  would  have  found  abundant  evidence  to 
show  that  a  bill  like  that  now  under  discuarion  might  be 
suffered  to  piaa,  witiiootthe  least  apprehension  of  a  defl- 
deney  of  funds  to  carry  it  into  effect.  Had  tlie  language 
of  those  documents  been  referred  to,  the  whole  of  the 

E resent  discui»on  might  have  been  avoided,  and  the  bill 
een  by  thu  time  engrossed  for  its  third  reading.  Tlic 
documents  wotild  show,  that  when  General  Jackson  came 
into  office,  the  Post  Office  Department  had  the  sum  of 
two  himdred  and  thir^  Uiotisand  dollars  at  its  disposal.  In 
his  first  eommunieation  to  Congress,  he  informed  that  body 
that  great  improvements  had  taken  place  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  as  well  as  other  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  large  Savings  had  been  effected  in  its  funds, 
which  had  been  formerly  squandered  away,  owing  to  the 
irregularity  of  the  public  accoiuits.  He  told  Congren, 
that  at  that  time  thePost  Office  Department  was  in  a  highly 
prosj^rous  condhioii.  Now,  there  had  not  a  nngte  new 
post  route  been  authorized  rinee  1837.  In  Out  year,  it 
was  true,  the  expenses  of  the  department  had  been  in- 
creased to  a  certun  extent,  butthe  expense  hadlongnnee 
been  defrajed.  Under  these  circumstances,  could  the 
gentleman  who  introduced  the  amendment,  or  the  gentle- 
man who  bad  supported  it.  entertain  a  reasonable  doubt 
of  the  ability  of  the  Post  OiHlce  Dcptrtment  to  wstuntha 


increa^d  expenditure  proposed  in  this  bill?  Surely  not. 
Had  it  not  been  echoed  and  re-echoed,  as  well  hy  the 
Presdent  and  tbe  bead  of  the  department  as  by  all  the  papers 
of  a  certun  descriptibn.  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to 
the  other,  that  the  Post  Office  was  in  a,  high  state  of  pros- 
perity?* Tet,  what  ^  tfaie  House  now  see  and  hear? 
GenUemen.  professedly  the  fHends  of  the  adnuniatration, 
heritating  to  pass  the  (viUnary  biennial  post  office  bill,  lest 
it  should  compel  th«department  to  make  a  draught  upon  the 
treasury!  Such  a  fear  must  be  idle  indeed.  Surely  thb 
House  was  raising  a  clamor  against  the  department,  whjdi 
would  meet  «itt^-no  credit  out  of  that  House.  Hie  House 
bad  been  infenned  by  tbe  head  of  the  department,  in  hb 
public  official  communiealion,  that  a  aavmrhad  been  ef- 
fected, ■  in  making  contracts  this  year,  of  seventy-two 
thottsand  dollars.  Tet  gentlemen  had  branded  that  branch 
of  Government  by  tbe  unfounded  supposition  that  its  ex- 
penses had  run  beyond  its  income  to  the  amount  of  eighty- 
two  thousand  dollars.  Could  this  be  true  while  a  aaring 
had  been  effected  to  nearly  that  whole  amoimt?  The  thinf" 
was  incredible.  One  gentleman  had  eren  snppoeed  that 
not  less  than  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  would  be  need- 
ed to  carry  into  effect  this  bill.  Tet  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment asked  no  more  than  eighty-ux  thousand  dollars 
Rs  sufficient  to  cover  all  these  routes.  Tbe  last  bill  of  this 
kind  burdened  the  department  only  to  the  amount  of 
twenty  thotiaand  dollars.  One  was  passed  in  1836  e»- 
tablishing  various  new  routes,  and  another  bill  in  the  fol- 
lowing year.  The  latter,  it  is  true,  was  passed  against 
the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster  Genera),  who  denred  that 
the  routes  in  the  previous  bill  should  be  suffered  first  to  go 
into  operation  before  any  others  should  be  added)  but  the 
House  thonght  ottierwise,  and  passed  the  bill.  But.  as  he 
had  obsetA-ed  already^  the  whole  expense  incurred  by 
these  bills  had  been  long  since  defrayed,  and  the  depart- 
ment had  since  been  ofncially' declared  to  be  in  a  flooiidt- 
mg  condition.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  alhided 
to  certain  proceedings  in  tbe  Senate.  Such  allusions,  Bb 
thouebt,  were  not  in  order. 

[The  CHAIR  interposed^  and  observed  that  Mr.  Wick- 
LirvE  had  made  no  allusion  that  he  heard  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  th«  Senate.  Had  he  done  so,  it  woukl  undoubtedfjr 
have  been  out  of  order,  and  the  Chair  would  IwTe  inter- 
posed to  stop  tjijr  remarks  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  said  he  thought  the  gentleman 
had  alluded  to  committees  of  inquiry.  Mr.  WICBXIFFE 
offered  to  explain,  but  Mr.  WHITTLESEY  proct-eded.] 

He  admitted  that  the  routes  ordered  by  the  bill  of  ISST 
did  not  go  into  effect  till  January,  1829.  One  quarter 
was  due  in  April,  and  the  present  Postmaster  General  was 
not  concerned  in  the  result  until  July,  1839.  Atthatthne 
the  department  bad,  by  its  own  showing,  upwards  of 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  at  its  disposal.  On  the 
whole,  Mr.  W.  concluded  it  to  be  utterly  impossible  that 
with  this  surplus  then,  and  its  very  rigid  and  economical 
mode  of  cohd\icting  business  since,  ine  Post  Office  De- 
partment should  not  be  in  circumstances  to  meet  the  pro- 
visions of  the  present  bill.  Did  he  wiUi  to  iiuure  tbe 
cre^t  of  that  department,  he  could  not  empl<^  bnguan 
better  calculated  to  effect  that  obieet,  than  that  now  held 
by  the  gentlemen  who  advocated  the  amendment :  what 
was  more  likely  to  excite  an  alarm  in  the  minds  of  the 
people,  than  that  the  affairs  of  the  department  had  not  been 
properly  conducted?  If  gentlemen,  after  all  that  had 
been  said  of  the  ftourishing  state  of  the  Post  Office,  would 
nevertheless  admit  that  it  wu  unable  to  add  these  routes 
without  calling  on  tlie  treasury,  tlie  condosion  was  inevi- 
table -that  there  must  exist  very  great  ipiprovidenee  in  its 
management. 

Mr.  STOBBS,  of  New  Yoi  k,  said  that  he  had  come  to 
a  cUfTerent  conclurion  from  bit  friend  from  Ohio^  [Mr. 
W«-rri.xsir.]  and  thought  it  best,  on  the  whole,  to  rota 
for  the  unendpitnt  of  the  gentteinaii  tnm  Kentucky. 
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He  took  it  for  gj»ntetl  thtt,  if  the  bill  wm  pused,  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  the  Poatmaater  General  to  i)ut  the 
nev  routes  into  operation,  and  gentlemen  had  said  that 
they  amounted  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  ot  two  hundred. 
Now,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  do  not  think  it  quite  &ir  towarda  that 
department  in  the  present  condition  of  ita  ffhances,  to 
nnpose  this  new  burden  upon  its  rewurees.  It  has  been 
aaid,  in  the  course  ofthis  delmter  that  no  new  poat  routes 
fasTe  been  pot  into  operation  sinee  1838.  Yet,  on  look- 
ing at  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  at  the  pre- 
sent session,  the  debt  of  the  department  appears  to  be 
incresraig.  It  is  stated  in  ^e  report,  that  the  expendi- 
tnreoflKn'-Swas  «l,d33,893;  of  1838-9,  #1,783.133  57t 
(rf*  1S39-S0,  91.932,707  06;  so  that  the  expenditure  of 
the  last  year  exceeds  that  of  1838-9  by  the  sum  of  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  about 
three  hundred  thousand  dollan  more  than  in  1837-8.  He 
did  not  mean  to  find  fault  with  it.  Thoug^h  tliere  may 
bare  been  no  new  routes  to  cause  this  increase,  it  may 
perhaps  be  accounted  for  by  the  increased  fiicilities  af- 
forded on  the  old  routes,  or  the  calls  on  tbe  department 
for  old  claims  or  allowancefl,  or  in  many  otlier  ways.  It 
would  not  be  right  to  disapprove  of  it  without,  accurate 
aad  foil  information  as  to  the  causes  of  it,  as  it  might, 
perhaps,  be  fully  and  satiafiietorily  explained.  He  did 
not  mean  to  gire  any  opinion  about  it,  and  had  only 
alluded  to  it  to  show  tha^  eren  under  this  increased  ex- 
penditure the  report  further  showed  that  the  excess  of 
expenditure  over  the  receipts  had  pretty  reeularly  in- 
creased too  sinee  1837-  Thb  ezoeas  is  stated  m  the  mint 
Rport  to  have  been,  in  1837-8,  $25,015  S5|  18Sft^, 
«74,714  15;  1839-30.  »83,134  86.  The  poetagei  hare 
increased  from  the  years  1837-8,  to  the  last  year,  more 
ttan  two  hundred  and  twentjr  thousand  dollars.  -  Now,  it 
cannot  be  sound  policy  -to  burden  that '  department  with 
dhe  new  e>pendibire  to  be  created  by  this  bill,  before  the 
old  debt  is  paid  off.  or  lessened;  or  at  least  put  on  the  de- 
crease, instead  of  increaung  yeariy.    It  is  very  true,  aa 


the  Postmaster  General  rery  justly  observes,  that  the  ye*r,  and  even  to  seven  times,  thank  Ood,  when  it 


yearly  ratio  of  increase  of  this  excess  for  the  last  two  years 
does  not  keep  pace  with  the  yewly  increase  of  receipts. 
Bat  tile  amount  of  excess  is,  in  net,  increasing  yearly; 
«id  it  is  that  circumstance  to  which  he,  Mr.  8-,  wished 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  The  amendment  of 
Hie  gendeman  frcMn  Kentui^  will  prevent  this  excess 
from  increMPig  any  more,  at  least  through  the  legislation 
«f  Congress. '  He  thought  H  would  be  time  enoueh  to 
ttink  <H  putfng  more  burdens  upon  tbe  post  office  fund, 
when  this  excess  of  expenditure  began  to  tUminish.  The 
eld  routes  would  undoubtedly  be  able  to  maintain  them- 
•ehres  in  two  or  three  years  more,  if  the  Aiture  increase 
of  portages  shaU  equal  the  increase  of  tlie  last  two  years, 
la  the  mean  time,  he  thought  it  unwise  to  tiirow  new  ob- 
ataeles  m  the  way  of  the  present  mcreaang  prosneiity  of 
the  department.  He  should  vote  for  the  amenament  of 
the  gnitleman  from  Kentucky,  because  he  thought  it 
would  have  a  tendency  to  reUeve  the -  department  from 
the  very  unpleasant  necesnty  of  overloading  its  resources. 
He  coondered  it  his  duty,  as  a  member  ot  the  House,  to 
contribute  his  ud  to  this  desirable  result.  It  was  not  as 
k  liiend  of  the  Postmaster'  General,  which  some  gentle- 
men, dorii^  the  course  of  the  debate,  bad  avowed  them- 
selves on  this  floor  to  be.  He  had  no  particular  friendship 
for  that  officer,  nor  any  enmity  towards  him.  Indeed,  he 
knew  of  no  friends  in  legislation.  It  was  not  strictly  a 
parlianientary  word.  The  public  interest  requires  wat 
Coogresa  should  not,  in  the  present  conditioti  of  the  de- 
par^n^  do  utrtUw^  eaiDun«  die  Poetmuter  Gene- 
ral fai  hb  hadabie  dmla  to  keep  the  expendhure  of  Ut 
office  irithin  its  income;  and  Mr.  9.  said  that  it  wasonly 
beeaooe  the  public  interest  did  require  i^  that  he  riiould 
support  die  ainendment  Tbe  ptdiqr  oT  Congreas  had 
bwn  to  inalw  that  department  support  itiel(  and  it  was 


right  that  those  who  reaped  its  advantages  riiould  be  at 
tlie  expense  of  maintaining  it.  Rather  titan  add  to  its  ex- 
pedition in  its  condition,  he  would  be  willing  to  vote  a 
gross  stim  at  once  from  the  treasury,  to  pay  off"  the  eighty 
ttiousand  dollars  excess  of  the  last  year,  put  tJie  de- 
partment fiuriy  afloat,  and  let  the  Postmaster  General 
oegin  the  next  year  irith  a  new  account. 

Mr.  MAGEE  said  he  did  net  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  a  jnrt  in  this  debate,',  but  merely  to  correct  Uie 
great  mistakes  which  sKertied  to  p'revail  in  some  parts  of 
Uie  House,  aa  to  an  enormoua  incrrase  in  the  expenses  of 
the  Poat  Office  Department.  The  btU  of  1837,  for  es- 
tablishing additjonal  routes,  <Ud  not  take  effect  until  1839. 
The  routes  then  ordered  did  not  go  into  operation  until 
January,  1839;  and  the  first  payment  did  not  come  on 
until  Hay  of  that  year.  The  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  thousand  dollars,  .therefore,  expended,  was 
to  be  deducted  from  the  formidable  apiount  stated  by  hia 
colleague.  Mr.  M.  said  he  had  mentioned  these  &cts  for 
tlie  iniormation  of  his  colleague,  who  professed  such  en- 
tire ignorance  u  to  the  cause  of  the  **enormous  increase," 
as  well  as  that  of  the  House. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said  that,  with  a  view  to  relieve  gentle- 
men from-the  great  fearis  they  professed,  lest  the  nation 
Bhould  tittnk  there  had  been  a  gross  expenditure  in  the 
Post  Office  Department,  -he  haa  intended  to  advert  to  the 
facts  just  stated  by  the  gentleman  ft-om  New  .York.  He 
could  also  inform  the  gentleman,  that  since  the  adoption 
of  the  federal  constitution,  and  even  before  that  consti- 
tution had  aiqr  eustenee,  the  Postmaster  General  had 
possessed  absuute  power  to  increase,  at  his  own  discre- 
tion, the  frequency' of  the  mail^  from  one  day  in  a  week 
to  six — ay.  and  to  seven,  too,  if  he  thought  it  most  expe- 
dient. '  He  could  also,  at  pleast^r^  increase  the  ^eed  of 
the  mails';  nor  were  the  public  Journals  silent  as  to  the 
increase  wludi  had  actuuly  taken  place,  both  in  their 
frequency  and  qwed.  The  Poftmaster  could  multiply 
their  paui^  from  three  to  rix  thnes  eveiy  week  of  tbe 


necessary.  Yet  his  friend  over  the  way,  without  explain- 
ing any  of  the  facts  which  he  had  stated  from  the  docu^ 
ments,  expresses  his  utter  ignorance  ^  tp  the  causes 
which  have  led  to  the  result  he  'refors  to;  a  gentieman, 
too,of  his  ^stinctibi),  who^  I  thought,  added  Mr.  J.,  knows 
almost  every  tlung^  For  himsdf,  Mr.  J.  said  he  could 
see  no  necessi^  whatever  for  Involving  this  thing  in  party 
conaderatibnk.  He  never  had,  and  witii  God'a  hehi  he 
never  would  imply  cenaure'  by  his  language  on  that  floor, 
where  he  was  unwilling  directly  to  express  it.  His  friend, 
too,  from  Oluo,  [Mr.  Whittusbx,]  had  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  allude  to  some  inntntation  made  under  the  pre- 
sent  adnumstration,  to  prodigai^y  under  tiie  past  He 
could  not  f<w  his  life  see  tbe  nei^atj  of  anoding  to  this, 
even  had  the  &ct  been  so;  but'  it-  wais  not  so.  He  had 
never  seen  a  word  from  tiie  present  head  of  the  Fort 
Office  Department  refleotii^,'ln  the  slightest  degree,  on 
the  worthy  and  meritorious  gentleman  who  had  been  his 
predecessor,  and  he  diould  be  glad— no,  be  recalled  the 
word,  he  should  not  be  gUd^  for  the  matter  did  not  per- 
twQ  to  the  subject  before  the  House — if  his  friend  frrai 
Ohio  would  pmnt  out  the  apo^  aid  would  give  the  House 
tiie  chapter  and  verse  whoe  any  such  innratation  was  ex- 
pressed. For  himself  he  esteemed  and  honored  tike  late 
Postmaster  fieneral;  as  he  esteemed  and  honored  the  pre- 
aent  officer.  He  kne#,  indeed,  that  some  auch  thing  as 
that  alluded'  to  by  the  gentleman  fivm  Ohio,  had  been 
afloat  in  the  public  joumaisi  he  regretted  that  they  were 
so  ahuHve  on  botii  adea.  He  wished  it  were  otherwiscf 
yet,  no  matter  how  abuare  it  nugfat  be,  the  public  press 
was  the  great  palladium  of  our  tibertiest  tbe  present 
Postmaster,  he  was  perfectiy  sure,  had  never  intended  to 
east  the  leaat  imtnitation  on  lua  predecenw— nor  bad  be 
done  so— he  had  indeed  stated  titat  new  arrangements 
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against  the  chunia  of  even  a  political  cnciny,  when  well 
supported,  nor  to  admit  thme  uf  their  best  fnends  without 
sumcient  proof. 

But,  Idr.  B.  said,  he  was  not  disposed  to  argue  against 
the  bill.  He  was  willing  that  every  gentleman  should 
vote  for  it  who  could  reconcile  it  to  his  notions  of  public 
duty  to  do  SO;  and  there  were  several  reasons  why  he 
jrfioiild  like  to  vote  for  this  claim  liimsclf,  if  he  could  do 
it  with  propriety.  It  came  from  a  quarter  where  but  few 
favors  of  any  kind  were  asked  for,  and  itill  fewer  grant- 
ed. The  bill  had  been  reported  by  a  committee  that  he 
highly  esteemed,  and  was  supportedboth  by  his  personal 
and  political  friends.  If,  therefore,  he  thought  it  only 
half  right,  he  would  vote  for  it.  But,  believing,  as  he 
did,  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  hold  out  encou- 
ragement to  every  delinquent  postmaster  in  tlie  United 
States  to  bum  up  his  office  anu  commit  perjury  and  for- 
gery, and  that  it  would,  in  ita  tendcnc}',  overwhelm  the 
treasury  with  a  torrent  of  unjust  demands,  he  was  com- 
pelled by  a  sense  of  public  duty  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Georgia,  in  reply  to  the  objec- 
tions ui^d  against  the  bill  by  Messrs.  HcDt-FFjx  and 
Buim,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  held  in  his  Iwnd  reports 
of  committees  of  the  House,  which  presented  forty  or 
fifty  cases  Involving  preciselv  the  same  prind^es  as  ntose 
embraced  in  t}us  Ajum*  in  whiobreliefhad  been  extended. 
He  cited  on  a  former  occanoii,  when  the  bill  was  before 
the  House,  the  case  of  J.  D.  Hays,  in  which  the  only  tes- 
timony on  which  his  claim  rested,  was  the  solemnity  ot 
his  own  oath,  and  a  certificate  froui  three  of  his  neigh- 
bora.  He  did  not  advocate  the  principle  of  allowing,  to 
•U  cues,  a  man's  own  oath  as  sufficient  testimony,  when 
hia  own  interest  was  involvedt  but  when  the  House  had 
for  years  acted  on  the  principle  involved  in  thccase  under 
consideration,  without  Miy  evil  results,  he  thought  the 
case  of  the  unfortunate  Bernard  Kelly  should  not  be  se- 
lected aa  an  exception. 

He  cited  several  cases  in  which  the  only  testimony  re- 
lied on  to  support  them  was  the  evidence  of  the  party 
daimhw  relief.  Bernard  Kelly  has  proved,  by  as  credita- 
ble and  honorable  men  as  are  to  be  found  in  any  country, 
that  he  lumaelf  was  an  honorable  man.  He  comes,  sup- 
ported by  this  testimony,  before  Congress,  and  states,  on 
oath,  that  this  mooe^  was  lost  in  the  manner  represented. 
He  urged  the  propriety  of  allowing  the  clwm,  with  great 
earnestness,  and  showed  that  a  long  list  of  cUims  of  a 
similar  nature  had  been  allowed,  though  not  supported  in 
many  instances  with  aa  many  strong  points  of  evidence  as 
the  itfeteitt  claim.  He  r^iretted  that  the  gentlemen  from 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  who  bad  told  the  House  that  evi- 
dence could  be  adduced  from  the  Post  Office  Department 
to  sliow  that  the  claim  ought  not  to  be  allowed,  were  so 
tardy  in  producing  it.  He  had  called  at  the  department 
himself,  and  coiiM  find  no  nich  testimony.  He  thought, 
therefore,  that  the  circunutances  of  the  case  wei-e  so 
strong,  the  claimant's  character,  for  veracity  so  well  sbp- 
ported,  and  the  facts  beii^  stated  upon  oath,  all  tend  to 
make  his  case  so  strong,  that  he  thought  the  House  ought 
to  allow  the  claim. 

Mr.  STERIGKRE  opposed  the  bill.  He  stated  that  the 
course  pursued  by  the  claimant  in  drawing  up  his  papers 
before  the  House,«waii  one  not  of  candor  and  openness, 
but  of  extreme  caution.  He  observed  that  a  ver>'  import- 
ant &ct  was  not  stated,  which  was  the  time  at  which  the 
house  of  tbe  elumant  was  burned.  Tlus  would  be  of  the 
utmost  importance  in  deciding  the  case;  because  it  would 
then  be  seen  whether  at  timt  time  the  money  stated  to  be 
lost  by  fire,  was  actunliy  due  the  Post  Office  Department. 
He  sud  that  he  had  derived  information  from  the  Postmas- 
ter General,  slating  that  half  a  million  of  dollars  would  nut 
liquidate  the  claims  against  tlmt  department,  resting  on  the 
same  principle  involved-in  tlie  case  of  Kelly,  now  before 
the  House. 


&Ir.  WHITTLESEY  said,  the  case  of  Fisk,  aUuded  to 
by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  THovnsir,]  was  by 
no  means  analogous  to  the  one  before  the  House.  Tuik.'* 
case  rested  not  on  bts  own  testimony.  He  was  not  within 
twenty  miles  of  the  place  at  which  th©  robbery  was  com- 
mitted. The  committee  had  not  taken  into  conndetation 
either  his  testimony  or  statement  iu  the  case.  Fisk's  own 
son  was  the  clerk  frc»n  whom  the  monev  was  takenj  and 
the  amount  taken  rested  not  on  lib  oath  alone,  but  was 
supported  by  the  testimony  of  three  other  witMJsea. 
The  marks  of  violence  were  evident  qn  the  doors  of  the 
lioiise,  and  the  robbers  were  vi^lantly  pursued. 

Mr^  SPENCER  said  that  tlie  Postmaster  stood  in  the 
light  of  a  trustee  for  tlie  Govcrnmentt  and  the  questioa 
ought  to  he,  not  one  of  strict  legal  aceouQtahiTi^,  but 
should  be  viewed  as  a  case  in  equi^;  and  he  sbrnw  from 
the  decinonsin  the  courts  of  ctwnceiythattiuscaaewasone 
which  entitled  the  claimant  to  the  relief  asked  for  in  the 
bill.  The  Postmaster  wag  in  fiift  a  truateei  he  was  not 
bound  to  keep  the  public  money  any  more  secure  than  bis 
own  property}  and  if  it  be  satisfactorily  proved  that  Us 
own  property-  was  destroyed  by  fire,  upon  every  princi- 
ple of  equity,  he  was  exonerated  from  all  the  responwbi- 
iity  to  the  Government  incurred  by  the  loss  of  the  money 
in  his  poiisesKon. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed  the  bill, 
and  the  piinclples  laid  down  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Sfekckk.]  No  agent  of  Government  should 
be  allowed  to  relieve  himself  Irom  his  responsibility  to 
Government  by  his  own  oath.  If  our  8,000  poetraastera 
in  the  Uiuted  States  were  allowed  to  do  so,  the  prosperity 
of  the  tnasnry  would  not  soon  be  so  flourishmg  aa  we 
have  been  told  it  was.  It  is  tlie  umfonn  custom  of  the 
Post  Office  committee  not  to  receive  the  testimony  of  any 
individual  in  support  of  bis  own  clum.  He  thought  tbe 
principles  advanced  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
would  prove  dangerous,  if  sanctioned  by  the  House.  He 
thought  there  was  an  evident  distinction  between  tbe  re- 
lation of  a  public  agent  and  that  of  a  tntsteei  and  that  tbe 
course  pursued  by-  the  one  should  not  govern  the  action 
of  tile  House  on  the  case  before  thcta. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  also  opposed  the  princ»{to  laid  down 
by  the  gentleman  frwn  New  Yorkj  and  showed  where  » 
public  officer  who  was  benefited  by  his  trust,  diflwed 
widely  from  a  trustee. 

Mr.  HAYNE8  would  not  stop  to  moot  the  point,  whe- 
ther an  officer  of  the  General  Government  ^ould  be 
viewed  as  a  trustee,  and  be  entitled  to  the  same  privileges. 
He  agreed  with  tbe  gentleman  from  South  CaroUua,  that 
tbe  revenue  laws  sliould  also  be  regularly  enforced;  still, 
when  cases  came  before  the  House  supported  by  sudt  tes- 
timony, when  an  officer  of  the  Goremment  had  been 
visited  by  a  calamity  which  he  could  neither  foresee  nor 
prevent,  he  thought  that  such  a  claimant  was  fairly  enti- 
tled to  relief.  .  He  cited  several  cases  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter, in  which  relief  had  been  extended  by  the  House. 

Mr.  BATES,  of  Massachusetts,  without  enteHng  bito 
an  inveatintion  of  the  extent  of  credit  to  be  given  to  a 
man's  oaw  in  bis  own  case,  or  wbctlier  it  should  be  receiv- 
ed atall  in  such  a  case,  opposed  Ute  bill  because  the  claim- 
ant did  not  state  how  much  was  lost  iu  money.  He  bad 
told  the  House  that  123  dollars  were  lost,  part  iit  money  and 
part  in  vouchers.  .  From  these  circumstances  alone,  he 
thought  the  bill  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Mr.  CHILTON  asked  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  asked  the  withdiawal  of  the  motion 
for  a  moment,  which  being  done,  Mr.  T.  proceeded  to 
rfiow  that  in  the  case  of  Fisk,  allnilcd  to  before,  and  com- 
mented upon  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Wbit- 
TtisKT,]  the  clerk  there  spoken  of  was  deputy  collector. 
In  siippon  of  tilts  position,  he  read  a  ktter  frtHU  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  I'reasury,  showing  that  the  clerk  was 
appointed  deputy  collector  iu  the  usual  mannert  aiid  fur- 
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ther,  that  the  collector  wm  ordered  to  deponte  the  re- 
uipts  of  tus  office  monthly  in  buikr  except  so  much  u 
uould  be  necessary  to  defray  the  current  experoes  of  the 
office.  He  showed  that  the  c<dIector  applied  to  CMigTew 
fur  relief,  and  brought  the  depwy  collector  forward  aa  a 
witness.  In  reply  to  tiie  objections  urged  a^^Mnst  the 
clMin,  thftt  H  was  not  supported  by  the  production  of  the 
vouchers  and  drafts  from  the  Post  Office  Department, 
which  were  stated  to  have  been  lost,  the  fact  that  the 
house  of  die  claimant  had  been  consumed  by  fire,  and  all 
swept  away,  was  a  sufficient  reply. 

Mr.  PEARCE  called  for  the  previous  question;  which 
beinif  austuned, 

Mr.  CHILTON  called  for  the  yeu  fend  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  the  question  decided  in  the  negative 
— ycas38,.nays  114. 

Mr.  PEARCE  now  demanded  the  previous  question,' 
and  the  House  sustained  the  demand. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  •*ahaHthe  billpass?" 

And  it  was  decided  in  the  negatirej  by  yeu  and  nays 
—yeas  38,  nays  114. 

And  so  the  bill  was  rejected. 

DENMARK  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  following 
message  from  the  President  of  the  Uiuted  States: 

7h  the  Howe  of  Bepnseniaiivea  of  the  Vhiied  Statu: 

I  transmit  herewith  to  Congress  the  copy  of  a  corre- 
spondence which  lately  passed  betwcei]  Major  General 
Von  Scholten,  his  Danish  Majesty's  Governor  General  of 
his  West  India  possessions,  and  special  minister  to  the 
Uuted  States,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Secretary  of  State, 
concerning  the  regulation  of  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  taose  possessions  and  the  United  States;  wliich 
comprehends  the  propositions  that  General  Von  Scholten 
made  to  tiiis  Government,  in  behalf  of  his  sovereign, 
upon  that  subject,  and  the  answers  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  the  same,  the  last  showing  the  grounds  upon 
which  this  Government  declined  acceiUng  to  tlie  over- 
tures of  the  Danish  envoy. 

This  correspondence  u  now  submitted  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  in  compliance  wi&  the  wish  and 
request  of  General  Von  Scholten  himself,  and  under  'the 
Jill!  persuasion,  on  my  port,  that  it  will  receive  all  the 
attention  and  consideration  to  which  the  very  friendly 
relations  that  have  so  long  subsisted  between  the  United 
States  and  the  King  of  Denmark:  especially  entitle  it,  in 
the  councils  of  this  Union. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WuBixsTOK,  DeeeirAer  31,  1830. 

The  message  was  read,  and,  together  with  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  it,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  smd  onkred  to  be  printed. 

BRITISH  COLONIAL  TRADf. 

The  SPEAKER  also  lud  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing message  from  the  Prcadent  of  the  United  States: 
7b  the  Ibuse  of  Repretentaiivea  of  the  United  Stales: 

I  communicate  to  Congress  the  papers  relating  to  the 
recent  atrsii^rement  with  Great  Briwn,  wUh  respect  to 
the  trade  between  her  colonial  possessions  and  tite  United 
States,  to  wUdt  reference  was  made  in  my  message  at 
the  opemi^f  of  the  present  session. 

It  will  appear  from  those  documents,  ^t,  owing  to 
the  omission,  in  the  act  of  the  39th  uf  May  last,  of  a  clause 
expresdy  restricting  importations  into  the  British  colonies 
in  American  vesscb  to  the  productions  of  the  United 
Slates;  to  the  amendment  eiigraAed  upon  that  act  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  providing  that,  when  the  West 
IncUa  coloniea  should  be-  opened,  Uie  commercial  inter- 
course of  the  United  States  with  all  other  parts  of  the 
Britidi  doDuntoos  or  possesions  should  be  left  on  a  foot- 


ing not  less  favorable  than  it  now  is;  and  to  the  act  not  ' 
specifying  the  terms  upon  which  British  vessels  coming 
irom  the  Northern  colonies  ^ould  be  admitted  to  entry 
into  the  ports  of  the  United  Stslesi  an  >pprehen«on  was 
entertained  by  the  Goveniment  of  Great  Britain,  that,  un- 
der the  contemplated  arrangement,  cluras  might  be  set 
up  on  our  part,  inconustent  with  the  propositions  submit- 
ted by  our  minister,  and  with  the  terms  to  which  she  was 
willing  to  l^'ee;  and  that  this  circumstance  led  to  expW 
nations  between  Mr.  McLaoe  and  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen, 
respecting  the  intention  of  Congress,  and  the  true  con- 
struction to  be  given  to  the  act  referred  to. 

To  the  interpretation  given  by^  tbem  to  that  act,  I  did 
not  hesitate  to  agree.  It  was  quite  dear  that,  in  adopting 
the  amendment  referred  to,  Cougress  could  not  have 
intended  to  preclude  future  alterations  in  the  existing 
intercourse  between  the  United  Sutea  and  other  parts  of 
the  British  donunions;  and  the  supposition  that  the  omis- 
sion to  restrict,  in  terms,  the  importations  to  the  produc- 
tions of  the  country  to  which  the  vessels  belong,  was 
intentional,  was  preceded  by  the  propositions  previously 
made  by  this  Government  to  that  of  Great  Bntai;i,  and 
wluch  were  before  Congress  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of 
the  act;  by  the  principles  which  govern  the  maritime 
legislation  of  the  two  countries,  and  oy  the  provinons  of 
the  existing  commercial  treaty  between  tbem. 

Actuated  by  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  convinced 
that  it  was  in  accordance  with  the  real  intentions  of  Con- 
gress, I  felt  it  my  duty  to  give  effect  to  the  artangement, 
by  issuing  the  required  proclamation,  <iS  which  a  copy  is 
likewise  herewith  communicated. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WisKiiroTOv,  January  1830. 

The  messi^c  was  read,  and,  togethei-  with  the  accom- 
panying documents,  were  referred  to  the -Conmuttee  on- 
Commerce,  and  6,000  copies  ordered  to -foe  printed. 
The  House  then  adjourned. 

ToBSSAT,  JAiruiTtr  4. 
THE  FIFTH  CENSUS. 
Mr.  Sl'OURS,  from  the  select  committee  appointed 
on  the  President's  messa^  relative  to  tlie  fifUi  census, 
reported  the  following  bill:  _ 

"Beiteaat^edt  8tc.  That  it  shijl  and  may  be  lawful  for 
such  of  the  assistants  to  the  marshals  in  the  respective 
States  and  Territories,  who  have  not,  before  the  passage 
of  this  act,-  mode  their  respective  returns  to  such  marshau, 
under  tlie  uct  hereby  amended,  to  complete  their  enume- 
rations and  make  Uicir  returns  under  the  said  act,  ut  any 
time  before  the  1st  day  of  June,  1831 :  Provided,  Tliat 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  deemed  to  release  such 
asnstants  from  the  penalties  contained  in  the  act  foresaid, 
uidess  their  returns  shall  be  made  wltliin  the  time  pre- 
scribed in  this  act." 

Mr.  STORRS  moved  tliat  the  bill  be  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed  for  a  third  reading,  observing  tiiat  tliere  were  but 
three,  cases  of  foihirc  to  mnke  the  returns  within  tlic  re- 
quisite time  fur  which  the  bill  was  intended  to  provide; 
namely,  from  one  county  in  Tennessee,  one  county  in  In- 
diana, and  two  of  the  wards  of  the  city  of  New  York- 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee,  deured  to  know  whether  tlic 
passage  of  the  bill  was  intended  to  interfere  with  the 
apportionment,  at  tiic  present  sesuon,  of  the  ratio  of 
representation  under  the  new  census;  because,  as  the 
Legislature  of  Tennessee  sits  but  once  in  two  years,  a  post- 
ponement of  ll>e  apportionment  would  prove  inconveuic-nt 
to  that  State,  and  he  found  tliat  the  time  of  completingthe 
census,  and  making  retunis,  was  extended  to  June  next. 

Mr.  STORRS  explained.  The  instructions  from  the 
Department  of  State  tu  tlic  marslials  were  limited  to  tlie 
1st  of  December  forraaking  their  returns  of  the  enume- 
ration.   The  instrtiction  was  such  a  one  as  no  clerk  in  tlie 
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the  Speaker,  in  Bome  conspicuous  part  of  the  hmll  of  nt- 
Ham  of  this  Hoase." 

lir.  ALEXANDER  moved  thst  the  report  and  letter 
therein  referred  to,  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  WHTTTLESEV  called  for  a  diTimon  of  the  quev 
tiont  and  the  question  beinr  putto  lay  the  report,  be. 
on  the  table,  it  was  decided  in  the  negathre^eai 
nan  74. 

T%e  question  wu  then  put  on  the  adoption  of  the  reao- 
htion  submitted  by  the  eominittee,  and  it  was  determined 
bi  the  affirmatire. 

Subsequently,  the  report  and  letters  mre  ordered  to 
b«  printed. 

THE  IMPEACHMENT. 

Mr.  8T0RRS,  of  New  York,  rose  to  ask,  for  his  o*n 
information,  whether  it  was-  expected  that  the  mana^rs, 
in  the  absence  of  the  House,  were  to  conduct  the  tnal  of 
the  impeachment  apinst  Judge  Peck.  The  hour  for  the 
trial  had  now  arrired,  and  it  was  necessary  for  the  House 
to  take  tome  order  on  the  autgect. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  hoped  that  the  nne  course  would  be 
pursued  by  the  House  to-day,  as  was  taken  by  it  yesterday  { 
and  he  aceordin^y  submitted)  for  the  connderation  of  the 
House,  the  same  resolution  that  was  yesterday  adopted  by 
the  Rouse. 

The  reiohition  was  then  read,  and  a^ed  to. 

On  mo^  of  Mr.  STRONG,  the  House  agreed  to 
meet  to-morrow  at  eleven  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOFFMAN,  the  Honae  Oen  resolred 
teself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Gambbblbwo  in 
the  cb^ri  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAYLOR,  the  House,  as  a  commit- 
tee,  proceeded  to  the  Senate  ehainber,  further  to  attend  the 
tiiid  of  the  impeachment  aninst  Judge  Peck{'  and,  after 
about  two  hours  and  a  half  spent  therein,  the  committee 
returned  to  the  hall,  and  the  Speaker  resumed  the  chiur. 

Mr.  CAMBRBLBNO,  from  the  and  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  repwted  that  the  committee  hftd,  according  to 
cMrder,  again  attended  the  trial  of  the  said  impeachment  in 
the  Senate,  and  that  the  court  had  adjourned  tiU  to-mor- 
row at  twelve  o'clock. 

And  thereupon  the  House  adjourned. 

WiDVlSnAT,  DiCIXBflB  33. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE  PRE8I 
DENT. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE,  ftom  the  select  committee  on  so 
much  of  the  Prevdenfs  messi^  as  relates  to  an  amend* 
ment  of  the  constitution  respecting  the  election  of  Pre- 
ddentand  Vice  Prendent  of  the  United  States,  reported, 
in  part,  the  following  joint  resolution]  which  was  read, 
and  laid  on  tiie  table; 

Ruolotd,  Sic,  That  the  following  amendment  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Kve- 
ral  States,  to  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part 
of  i»d  constitution,  when  ratified  by  the  Legislatures 
three-fourths  of  the  nid  States,  «iz. 

No  person  shall  be  hereafter  eligible  to  the  office  of 
President  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  have  been  pre- 
viously elected  to  the  said  offi'ce,  and  who  ahall  have  at- 
cepteo  tbe  same,  or  exercised  the  powers  thereof. 

THE  mPEACHHENT. 

Mr.  DWIOHT  submitted  a  resolution,  in  substance,  re- 
quirii^  tbe  House  to  meet  each  day  at  eleven  o'clock 
during  the  trid  of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck;  and 
that  at  twelve  o'clock  it  would  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  proceed  to  the  Senate  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  the  tnal. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  New  York,  called  for  the  veaa  and 
nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  and  vtef  were 
ordered  by  the  Hook. 


Mr.  PETTIS  opposed  the  resolution.  He  sud  that  a 
resolution  was  offered  at  the  last  session  of  the  House  to 
attend  on  the  trial,  but  the  House  only  attended  one  di^. 
When-  the  gentleman  from  New  Yort  [Mr.  HorrxAir] 
offered  his  resoliAion  on  Monday,  there  was  no  time  for 
discussion.  Yesterday,  the  House  pursued  the  same 
course  as  on  Monday.  He  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
rejected,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  that  the  proceeding 
was  wholly  unnecessary.  If  the  House  had  no  bunness 
befbre  tiiem,  gentlemen  might  indulge  their  curiority  in 
attending  the  trial  in  the  Senate.  For  himself,  he  had-  no 
such  curiosity.  There  was  a  great  number  of  bills  on  the 
docket,  which  required  the  action  of  the  House;  it  was 
a  short  sesKon;  and,  if  the  House  attended  every  day  in 
the  Senate  during  the  trial,  there  would  be  little  or  no* 
tiling  else  done.  He  thought  the  interest  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  generally  should  be  taken  into  eon* 
mderationt  the  House  had  appcnnted  able  nian«gers.to 
conduct  the  impt!achment{  and  these  managers  had  de- 
clared thafh  was' not  neceAary  for  the  House  to  attend. 
Why  should  we  go?  asked  Mr.  p.  Why  neglect  the 
public  bunness  to  gratify  our  own  curiooty?  Mr.  P.  con- 
cluded by  expressing  the  hope  that  the  House  would  not 
be  compelled  to  go  to  the  Senate  in  a  body. 

Mr.  IIWIGHT  said  that  the  gentleman  wlki  had  just 
taken  hia  seat,  bad  remarked  that,  in  attending  the  trial 
of  the  impeadiment,  gentlemen  wished  to  indulge  their 
own  euriowty.  Let  me  aak,  sud  Mr.  D.,  if  the  Repre- 
sentatives of*^  the  nation  have  not  a  higher  motive  for  do* 
ing  Bo>  Were  not  the  House  bound  to  auend  in  the 
fumlment  of  their  constitutional  functions?  Mr.  D.  vp^ 
prehended  that  tbe  public  buwiem  n^^t  be  attended  to, 
and  yet  the  House  he  ijile  to  attend  on  tiie  trial; 

After  a  few  wnds  from  Mr.  PETTIS, 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
DwioKT,  by  inserting  the  words  "  until  otherwiae  order- 
ed?" so  that  the  House  should  at  atqr  time  have  tbe  power 
to  resnnd  the  resolution. 

Mr.  DWIGHT  aeeepted  die  amendment  as  a  moAfica- 
tion  of  lus  resolution.' 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  preferred  the  resolution  originally 
offered  by  Mr.  Hoitmait  on  Monday  last,  and  moved  ita 
connderation  as  a  substitute  for  that  this  day  offered 
Mr.  DwioBT. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  DODDRIDGE,  HOFF- 
MAN, and  STRONG,  the  amendmeni  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  then  moved  an  amendment!  which  he 
supported  in  a  ffew  words:  when 

Mr.  HAVNES,  believing  tiiat  the  opinion  of  Ae  mem- 
bers was  made  up  on  the  subject,  called  for  the  previous 
question.    The  call  was  sustained  by  Ae  House — yc»a  90. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put,  in  tbe  foUowing 
words,  viz.  Shall  the  main  questkn  oe  now  put?  and  de- 
ctded  in  the  affirmative. 

The  main  question  being  then  pnt,  vii.  on  tbe  adoption 
of  the  Tesohition  offered  Ur.  Dwtokr,  H  was  decided 
■in  the  negative— yeaa  64,  nays  Iff. 

So  the  House  decided  to  leave  to  the  managers  the  eon- 
ducting  of  the  impeachment  against  Judge  Peek. 

The  bill  to  establish  certain  post  roada,  and  to  discon^ 
tinue  others,  coming  up  aa'the  order  of  the  day,  it  was^ 
on  motion  of  Mr.  DANIEL,  in  consequence  of  the  necea- 
■ary  absence  of  Mr.  Wicklivvs,  who  offered  a  proviso  to 
it  on  Vridxy  last,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  then  went  into  Comnuttee  the  Whol^ 
Mr.  Mion  in  the  chair,  and  took  up  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Bernard  Kelly,  of  Geotgia.  The  report  of  the 
comnuttee  and  the  evidence  in  the  case  were  read.  The 
bill  was  supported  by  Mr.  THOMPSON  and  Mr.  FOS- 
TER, of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky.,  and  oppoa- 
ed  by  Mr.  WfilTTLESBT  and  Mr.  STERlGEREi  tfae 
latter  of  whom  moved  to  strike  out  Oe  enacting  elauae  of 
the  bin.  - 
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Tlie  motion  «u  negilSvedt  iriiereuponi  the  eonunittee 
rose,  uid  rqtorted  tlw  Irill  to  Uw  Hoiue  irithout  emend- 
ment.  •  ■ 

The  bill  vna  then  ordered  to  be  engfroMed  ftr  a  third 
reading-,  by  yeu  and  nayi — yeaa  71,  nay*  49, 

The  Houie  then  ft^oumed. 

TnFUBAT,  DsonnBE  33. 

NAVY  YARDS. 

Th*  foUowiw  retolntion,  jetterday  tubmitted  hy  ib. 
Pumex,       taken  up  Ibr  coniidentian: 

"  Reiohedt  Hut  toe  aecrclM7  of  die  Navy  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House  the  annual  ram  neflewaty  to  main- 
tun  a  navy  yard  for  building  and  equipping  of  ihips  with 
despatch,  under  the  present  navy  regulations,  with  the  prO' 
bable  annual  amount  of  deterioration  of  buildings,  and  inte- 
rest Uie  money  diabursed  in  the  erection  of  buildii^ 
nrcewify  for  a  navy  yard.". . 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  (chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee) 
said  he  should  like  to  bear  so  me  reasons  offered  for  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  PEABC9  rephed  that  he  would  gratify  tlie  gende- 
man.  He  assured  him  that  he  had  not  acted  unadvisedly 
in  submittiQg  the  motioni  for  he  had  taken  the  pains  to 
eonwlt  with  the  Secretuy  of  the  Navy,  and  it  was  offered 
with  hia  approbation.  The  aubjept  bad  been  brought  be- 
fore Coi^reM  at  thelastsessiont  the  number  of  navy  yards 
was  then  stated  to  be  too  great:  and  it  was  manifest  that  if 
there  were  more  navy  yards  than  was  necessary  for  the 
public  interest,  that  the  expense  to  the  nation  of  support- 
ing them  was  greater  than  it  need  be.  He  believed  that 
tiie  expense  of  niaintuning  the  several  yards  amounted  to 
#300,000  annually.  The  object  of  the  resolution  waa  to 
obtain  such  information  as  would  enable  the  House  toact  un- 
dentandingly  when  the  matter  should  be  brought  before  it. 

Mr.  HOFFlkAN  stated  that,  by  a  resolution  of  the  House, 
the  Commiltee  on  Naval  Affairs  already  had  the  subject 
before  themt  and  he  hoped  the  rentleman  froiA  Rhode 
Island  would  consent  that  the  resolution  should  lie  on  the 
table  until  he,  Hr.'H.,  could  confer  with  the  committee. 
He  thought  it  probable  he  should  be  able  to  do  so  ttMnor- 
row. 

V^,  PKABCE  remarked  that  he  ha4  no  gi^at  objection 
to  the  resolution  lyiiq;  on  the  table  for  a  day  or  two;  but 
the  House  would  recollect  that  this  would  be  a  i^ort  ses- 
sion, and  that  the  information  was  wanted  fur  the  action 
of  tlie  House.  Certainly  no  disrespect  wns  intended  to- 
wards the  CffiUimttee  on  Naval  Affairst  and  he  trusted  that 
the  gentleman  would  agree  to  the  reference  at  this  time. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  laid  that  the  information  now  sought 
could  be  obtained  through  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fiur*.  He  thought  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  wholly  un- 
necessary, and  would  conclude  by  moving  that  it  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THE  IMPEACHMENT. 

Mr.  HATNES  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Raohedt  That,  during  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  now 
pending  before  the  Senate,  this  House  will  meet  daily  at 
the  hour  of  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon;  and  that,  from 
day  to  day,  it  will  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whde,  and  attend  said  trial  during  the  continuance  there- 
of, and  until  the  conclusion  of  die  mme. 
In  support  of  this  motion, 

Mr.  HAYNE8  said,  whatever  diffetence  of <^nioii  there 
might  have  been  on  this  subject  before,  the  proceedings 
of  yesterday  must  convince  every  gentleman  of  the  expe- 
(Uency  of  the  course  now  proposed.  Whilst  the  House 
yeiterday  founditielf withouta quorum, hesawthat among 


propontion  for  attending  the  court  of  impeachment.  He 
meant  not  to  charge  any  members  with  impropriety  on 
thia  account,  but  mentioned  the  fact  to  show  the  ejtpedi- 
ency  and  propriety  of  passing  thta  Resolution. '  It  appeap-' 
ed  to  him,  indeed,  to  be  a  ungular  proceediiig,  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  that  vhen  t^  only  preccdMit'in  exist- 
ence was  in  ftvor  t^the  course  proposed  in  the  rettrfution 
now  under  conwdetation,  the  House  should  hare  refosed 
to  adopt  it.  Could  it  be  pretended  that  there  waa  any  dif- 
ference in  the-magnitade  Of  the  present  case  and  the  for> 
mer  case  of  impeachment,  which  justified  difitsrent  forms 
of  proceeding  m  the  two  caaes^  He  presumed  noL  The 
same  persons!  liberty,  and  die  Mine  inalienable  liltht^  gua- 
rantied by  the  constitutian  of  our  country,  were  iuvolved 
in  this  case  as  in  that  of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Chase. 
Without  gtring  unnecesBsrily  into  the  menu  of  the  case, 
or  consutning  one  moment  of  the  time  of  the  House,  Mr. 
H.  hoped  that  his  motion  would  prevail. 

Mr.  TUCKER  opposed  the  resolution.  He  considered 
it  to  be  the  duty  of  gendemen  to  continne  in  the  House,  and 
attend  to  the  public  bunness  of  the  nation)  and,  if  tn^ 
member  chose  to  attend  Ae  trial,  let  him  account  to  his 
constituents  fur  bis  neglect  of  duty.  He  should  be  very 
sorry  if  the  resolutioii  was  agreed  to;  and  he  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  adoption. 

Mr.  HAYNE8  said  he  would  a^  l^e  gentleman  fnm 
South  Carolina  how  memben  of  thia  House  were  to  ac- 
count for  it  to  their  constituents^  il^  in  oonsequcnee  of  the 
ab>enae  of  so  many  members  from  the  House  during  the 
trial,  some  legislation  should  be  defeated  which  ou^t  to 
succeed,  and  some  succeed  which  ought  to  fail.  In  look- 
ing at  this  matter,  Mr.  H.  said  he  viewed  it  aa  a  practical 
question.  Evety  one  must  know  what  an  interest  would 
be  exoted  and  felt  in  this  trial  at  almost  every  moment  of 
it,  and  that  it  would  be  impracticable  for  this  House  to 
transact  business  whilst  that  court  was  in  sesrion. 

Mr.  TUCKER  repeated  the  question  uut  to  hhn  by  Mr. 
tiATiTKs,  and  replied,  that  he  should  hold  himself  guildess 
if  such  should  be  the  case.  If  blame  should  attach,  it  Would 
be  to  tiiose  who  had  not  discharged  thar  duties,  by  re- 
maining in  the  House.  If  any  important  measure  should 
be  adopted,  affecting  the  interests  of  the  constituents  of 
memben  (huing  their  absence  from  the  ntthigs  of  the 
House,  let  those  members  account  for  it  as  tiwy  best  eould. 
He  should  attend  to  what  he  conceived  to  be  his  duty. 

Mr.  PETTIS,  of  Missouri,  rose  to  aak  die  &vor  of  the 
House  to  allow  thia  question  to  be  taken  by  yeaaand  nays. 
Whilst  up,  he  said,  he  would  m^ke  one  remark.  The 
gentleman  from  Oeorfpa  compluned  that  a  quorum  could 
not  be  kept  yesterday.  But,  said  Mr.  P.,  wlien  it  waa 
doubted  wneUier  there  waa  a  quorum,  it  was  found,  on 
the  Speaker's  count,  that  there  wasa  quorum.  Experience 
sufficientiy  proved  that  a  quorum  wmld  not  be  got  to  at- 
tend the  court;  for,  on  the  last  attendance  of  the  House, 
the  honorable  Speaker  and  the  chairman  of  tiic  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wliole,  when  they  returned  from  the  court  to 
the  House,  returned  almost  alone,  two  or  three  members 
only  returning  with  them.  The  root  of  all  difficulty  in 
this  matter  was,  in  fact,  the  indiapoution  of  members  to 
du  the  buaineu  of  tite  House. 

The  House  refused  to  sustain  the  call  for  the  yeaa  and 
nays;  and  the  question  being  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Hathss,  it  was  decided  in  the  afflrma- 
Uve — yeas  96,  nays  60. 

So  the  House  determined  to  attend  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peachment of  Judge  Peck. 

PAY  OF  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  YANCEY  submiUed  the  following  resolution: 
Rezolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  rxpediency  uf  reducing 
the  pay  and  mileage  of  the  members  of  Congress  to  nx 
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twenty  mHes  pring  to  and  returning  from  tiie  wat  of  the 
Genert)  Government. 

Mr.  IRVIN,  of  Ohio,  demanded  thequestion  of  coaside- 
ration  I  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was  detaded  in  the 
negative,  bya  iarfce  majority. 

Hr.  CROCKETT  Mated,  that,  at  the  last  aesnon  of 
Congress,  the  bill  "to  amend  'An  act  authorizing  the  State 
of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfec^t  titles  to  certain 
lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  va- 
cant and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same,*  passed 
18th  April,  1606,"  was  rejected,  and  that  %  motion  was 
afterwards  made  that  the  House  recomider  the  Mmet 
which  motion  was  laid  on  the  table.  He  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  moving-  that  the  Houae  do  now  proceed  to  consi- 
der the  said  blfi. 

The  motion  wu  negatired-— yeas  74,  nays  86. 

JUDGE  PECK. 

The  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived,  Hr.  BUCHANAN 
rote,  and  said,  that,  as  tlie  House  had  determined  upon 
attending  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck,  he 
would  moke  a  motion  that  it  now  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  for  tiie  purpose.  He  did  not  vote  for  the  re- 
solution which  had  been  tiiis  day  adopted,  on  the  motion 
of  the  gentieman  from  Geor^si  yet,  as  the  House  ]iad  re- 
solved on  attending  the  trial  in  the  Senate,  he  thouglit  that 
it  ought  to  be  punctual  in  its  attendance. 

Tlie  SPEAKER  observed  that  be  conndered  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  notify  the  House  on  eacli  day, 
when  it  was  ready  to  proceed  in  the  trial. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whcde,  Mr.  Caxsbilssb  in  the  cbair,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Senate  to  attend  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck. 

Having  returned,  Ifr.  CaxiBsuiie  reported  progress; 
and  themipon  the  House  a^ounwd. 

FsivATf  Dtcaxiam  S4. 

Mr.  JOHNS,  after  a  few  introductory  remaifai  moved 
that  the  resiJution  yesterday  adopted,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Hatnzs,  that  the  >Iouse  do,  from  day  to  day,  attend 
the  trial  of  Uie  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck,  be  reconsi- 
dered; and  on  his  motion  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  POLK  said,  that  in  tlie  first  instance  he  had  oppos- 
ed a  resolution  of  tbe  kind,  considering  if  unnecessary 
Air  the  House  to  attend  the  trial  of  the  impeachment. 
The  House,  on  the  occaaon  to  wluch  be  alluded,  r^ected 
the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  ftom  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  DwioKT,]  and  on  that  day  did  not  attend — 
yesterday  they  did.  The  Senate  had  been  notiiiud  that 
tliia  House  would  attend  during  tbe  triul,  and  he  was 
anxious  that  the  House,  though  tlie  rtrKolution  was  adopted 
against  bis  wislies,  yet,  being  adopted,  should  preserve  a 
proper  degree  of  consistency.  He  eonwlcrcd  it  of  no 
importance  that  the  House  should  attend  the  trial;  they 
would  siljottm  to  ftlondayt  and  if,  on  that  day,  a  majority 
should  determine  against  attending,  why,  be  it  so;  but  let 
us  not  be  blown  about  by  evety  breeze.  In  conclusitm, 
Mr.  P.  moved  to  postpone  the  question  ofreoon^deration 
to  Monday  next 

Mr.  JoBKs  making  no  objection,  Itia  motion  was  post- 
poned by  general  consent. 

Aflerihe  reception  of  a  number  of  resolutions. 

The  House  agwn  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  ^^'hole,  Mr.  Camssklesd  in  the  chair,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Senate  chamber,  for  the  purpose  of  Httend- 
iiig  the  trial  of  the  nnpeachment  of  Judge  Peck.  Having 
returned  to  their  hall,  tlic  committee  reported  progress, 
and  the  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 

MoxnAT,Dzeswai:a  37. 
AfterdiaptHUig  of  a  number  of  petitions  and  resolutions, 


The  House  then  proceeded  to  conndertlie  motion  made 
by  Mr.  JoBirs,  on  Friday,  that  the  resolution  adopted  on 
the  previous  day,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Havitss,  that  tbe 
_Hoiite  do,  from  day  to  day,  attend  tbe  trial  tS  tiie  im- 
'peochmentof  Jti^^  Peck,  be  reeonndered. 

Mr.  IRVIN,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  postpone  tbe  further 
consideration  of  the  motion  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  JOHNS  opposed  the  motion,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  agreetng  loH.  Thsjr  were  ordered  by 
the  House. 

.  Mr.  STEBIGSRB  moved  to  hr  Ae  motion  of  Mr. 
JoBmon  the  table— and  on  this  mofion  Mr.  HcCRBERT 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the  House  refiised  to 
order  them. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  of  Hr. 
STERretBB,  and  dedded  in  the  afflraiBtive— jreas  96, 

nays  79. 

JUDGE  PECK. 
Hie  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived,  Mr-  BUCHANAN 
moved  that  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  trial 
of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck-,  which  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Hr.  CAMBBXLaBa  was  again  called  to  the  chair,  and 
the  committee  proceeded  to  the  Senate  chamber.  Havinr 
afterwards  returned  to  their  hall,  the  comnuttee  reported 
further  pn^^ress;  and  thereupon 

The  House  adjourned. 

TuBSSaT,  DXCEXBKB  38. 

THE  TARIFF  DOCTRINE. 

The  following  restdution  waa  offered  by  Mr.  HOWARD : 

Jimohed,  That  the  following  reports,  mode  by  the  Com- 
mittees on  Commerce  and  libuiuAeture^  on  the  sulricet  of 
protecting  duties  upon  manu&ctures,  be  printed  for  the 
useof  the  House:  Report  made  10th  February,  1803:  Re- 
port mode  18th  February,  1803:  Report  made  8th  March, 
1803:  Report  made  16th  April,  1803:  Report  made  31it 
February,  1803:  Report  mode  35th  January,  1804. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  callod  upon  the  mover  of  the  reso- 
lution to  state  the  reasons  for  it. 

Mr.  HOWARD  and  that  he  was  always  unwilling  to 
introduce  any  matter  into  the  House  that  might  give  rise 
to  debate,  and  he  oertoinly  would  not  have  ofiered  the 
resolution  if  he  had  not  supposed  the  object  in  view  to 
be  of  such  a  character  as  to  justify  the  consumption  of  a 
small  portion  of  the  time  of  the  House.  Upon  readii^ 
tbe  old  journal,  recent^  reprinted,  be  had  found  that 
such  reports  were  madei  and,  faring  euiions  to  see  tlwir 
purport,  he  had  ifearehed  for  a  printed  vtdume  eonlBiiuDg 
them,  but  had  experienced  such  difficulty,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  resort  to  the  manuscript  records  of  the  House, 
and  m  that  form  he  hod  read  tbe  reports  in  question.  He 
was  dewrous  to  rive  them  a  more  attentive  examinatiMi 
than  was  posuble  in  such  a  cursory  reading,  and  he 
thought  some  of  tfae^^  at  least,  worthy  of  the  perusal  of 
every  member  of  the  House,  as  indicating  the  oi»nion  of 
the  leading  politicians  of  the  nation  in  the  years  1803, 
1803,  and  1804.  This  was  one  ground  upon  whMi  he 
had  offered  tiie  resolution.  But  there  was  another  reason 
of  a  more  general  nature,  that  he  would  state  in  as  few 
words  asposnble.  The  reports  mentioned  in  tbe  resolu- 
Uon  advocated  the  policy  or  protecting  mamifiutum,  and 
were  referred  to  committees  of  the  whole  House, 
whom  they  appear  to  have  been  discussed,  until,  in  the 
year  1804,  they  were  referred  to  the  CommiUee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  at  tiic  head  of  which  was  a  distinguished  gen- 
tleman of  Virginia,  now  absent  on  a  foreign  misuon.  In 
one  of  the  reporto,  tlie  existence  of  peace  in  Europe 
(the  brief  peace  of  1803)  was  assigned  as  a  reason  forthe 
adoption  of  the  policy  of  protecting  domeatic  maou&c- 
turest  and  he  presumed  tb«t  tbe  return  of  "war  frdght^** 
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u  4e  committee  teimed  them,  was  the  reason  that  the 
subject  was  not  afterwards  pressed.  This,  however,  was 
nothing*  more  than  a  conjecture.  But  it  was  certun  thst 
the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  impose  protecting 
duties  was  assumed  as  a  postulate,  inasmuch  as  the  reporb 
were  based  entirely  upon  the  ezercbe  of  that  power.  In 
the  present  posture  of  public  aflhirs,  when  the  existence 
of  sach  a  power  was  denied,  and  an  appeal  made  to  the 
great  tribunal  of  public  opinion,  Mr.  H.  conudo^  it  to 
DC  the  duty  of  the  House  to  bring  out  from  its  past  re- 
cords^ and  throw  before  the  nation,  wliaterer  could  tend 
in  the  slightest  degree  to  shed  any  light  upon  a  question 
of  such  magnitude.  The  years  1802,  1603,  and  1804, 
were  looked  upon  by  many  of  our  Btatesmen  as  the 
choicest  periods  of  our  civil  htstoryt  and,  although  he 
was  no  beiiei'eT  in  the  doctrine  that  all  wiadom  was  eonfin- 
«d  to  ouraneeston^  yet,  upon  a  question  of  constitutional 
power,  the  opinions  of  enlightened  potitieians  who  flou- 
rished at  a  period  eoeva]  with,  or  immediately  succeeding, 
the  establishment  of  the  Government,  were  worthy  of 
some  consideration.  Mr.  H.  said,  he  was  desirous  of 
throwing  them  before  the  public,  to  pass  for  wliaterer 
they  might  be  wordi,  and  no  more.  The  existence  and 
purport  of  the  reports  specified  in  the  resolution,  he 
belieTttdi  were  not  ^nerally  known ;  at  least  ai  far  aa  his 
own  limited  inquiries  bad  gone,  he  had  not  met  with 
thenif  and  he  had  therefore  been  induced  to  offer  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  objected  to  tlie  resolution,  as  being  in- 
tended to  produce  an  effect  favorable  to  the  exercise  by 
Congress  of  the  power  of  protecting  manufactures.  There 
had  been  a  ikctun  from  the  begmning  of  tbia  Gorem- 
ment,  be  nid,  in  &vor  of  such  doctrines— the  same  flu;tion 
which  wanted  to  establish  a  monarchy  in  this  country — 
and  had  nearly  succeeded,  too.  Did  the  gentleman  mean 
t»  bring forw*jd  these  repiirts  to  sustain  these  doctrines? 
What  will  be  the  effect  of  reviving  these  reports  now, 
by  causing  them  to  be  printed?  Are  they,  said  he,  to  be 
placed  on  members*  tables,  in  order  to  be  franked 
throughout  the  United  States,  to  prove  that  Congress  has 
the  constitutional  right-  to  tas  my  constituent!,  and  the 
people  of  the  South  generally,  for  the  support  of  manu- 
nctures?  Gentlemen  have  it  already  in  their  power  to 
recur  to  these  documents,  if  they  desire  to  do  soi  and  if 
they  want  the  aid  of  them  to  make  speeclies,  they  can 
have  it  without  having  them  printed.  For  his  part,  Mr. 
S.  said,  (Aservation  bad  convinced  him  that  nothing  tikft 
aipiment  on  thb  subjeet  would  have  any  effect  upon  this 
House.  He  repeated  that  he  was  opposed  to  printing 
these  documents,  becMise  of  its  being  intended  to  operate 
on  public  opinion,  and  becatise  also  of  tibe  expense  of 
printing  them. 

Mr.  C AUBRELENG  said  that  he  differed  so  &r  from  his 
friend  firom  North  Carolina,  that  he  wt>uI(1  publish  every 
thing  concerning  tbe  exercise  of  this  power  by  Congress. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  had  a  great  reverence  for  antiquity;  and  if 
venetohairerep<ntaof  180%  1803,  and  T804,  hehtmed 
gentlemen  would  wee  wHh  lum,  and  revive  the  tariff  of 
1803  and  1804,  which  was  the  fruit  of  ^ese  reports. 
Tliere  would  then  be  no  difference  of  opinion  in  this 
House  upon  the  constitutionality  of  the  power  of  taxation 
exercised  by  CongT-esi.  He  hoped  that,  some  time  here- 
after, tiie  Government  would  revise  its  acta,  and  restore 
those  principles  which  the  Ooremment  lus  so  fiv  de- 
parted from. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  New 
Yoit,  that  the  more  the  subject  was  examined,  the  more 
obvious  must  be  the  propriety  of  a  reduction  of  the  tariff. 
His  objection  to  the  motion  was,  that,  by  this  partial  pub- 
lication of  documents,  an  impression  was  intended  to  be 
produced  that,  at  an  earlier  period  of  this  Government, 


A  motion  having  been  made  to  lay  the  resolotion  on  the 

table,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  without  a  count. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  then  moved  the  following  amendment, 
which  he  accompanied  by  a  few  remarks: 

"Retohed,  That,  in  addition  to  the  usual  number,  the 
number  be  so  increased  as  that  the  Clerk  of  this  House 
furnish  the  Legislatures  of  the  distent  States  each  with 
four  copies.'* 

Mr,  HOWARD  rose,  and  was  about  to  address  the 
House,  when  a  message  was  received  fi^m  the  Senate, 
informing  that  that  body  was  now  sitting  as  a  high  court 
of  impeachment:  whereupon, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  that  the  Htmse  do  now  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of 
attendii^  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMBBiuas  was  agwn  called  to  the  chair,  and 
the  committee  proceeded  to  the  Senate  chamber.  HKriiw 
afterwards  returned  to  their  hall,  the  eommittee  reported 
further  progresst  and  thereupon 
Tlie  House  acyourned. 

WiDinSDAT,  DBcnim  39. 

THE  TARIFF  DOCTRINE. 
The  House  having  resumed  the  conaideFation  of  the 
resolution  yesterday  moved  by  Mr.  Howabb,  of  Mary- 
land, for  printing  certain  reports  of  the  Committees  on 
Commerce  and  Manu&ctures  in  the  years  1802,  1803, 
and  1804,  with  Mr.  Raicskt's  motion  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution, so  as  to  cause  to  be  sent  to  the  Lepslature  ei  each 
State  in  the  Unioti  four  copies  of  such  report^when  printed : 
Mr.  HOWARD  opposed  tile  amendment  pn^oted  by 
Mr.  Ramsit,  which,  ne  said,  proposed  to  give  more  con- 
sequence  to  the  reports  than  tiiey  deserx'ed.  He  was  not 
disposed  to  bring  them  either  before  the  House  or  the 
nation  as  conclusive  evidence  of  the  constitutionality  of 
the  tariff  laws,  but  as  the  means  of  aswsting  the  formation 
of  a  correct  opinion  upon  tfae  subject.  When  printed, 
these  reports  would  doubtless  be  reprinted  in  the  public 
journals,  and  would  thus  be  circulated.  They  will  alto- 
gether make  but  a  few  pages;  and  he  was  unwilling  to 
send  such  a  matter  as  that  to  the  T.egislaturea  of  the  seve- 
ral States,  not  deeming  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  be 
submitted  to  their  consideration.  Mr.  H.  said  he  had  a  very 
high  idea  of  the  dignity  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
States,  and  had  more  than  once  regretted  to  see  them 
coming  to  this  House  with  petitions.  But  that  was  a  mat- 
ter into  which  he  would  not  enter  at  present.  He  cAiject- 
ed,  further,  to  the  proposed  amendment,  Uiat,  if  adoptad, 
it  would  introduce  other  amendments,  and  the  or^;hial 
proposition  would  be  in  danger  of  being  crushed  by  the 
weight  of  the  amendments. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Ramsbt's  amend- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  said  he  had  not  changed  his  otnnion  on 
this  subject  since  yesterday.  He  woula  only  nowreraaric, 
that,  in  the  short  period  he  had  heen  a  member  of  dUs 
House,  and  of  another  legislative  body,  he  never  knew  a 
proposition  like  this  to  be  made.  That  the  House  has  • 
right  to  print  documents  necessary  to  throw  new  light  on 
subjects  before  it,  no  one  would  deny;  but  it  had  not  the 
right  to  print  old  documents  for  electioneering  putpAses, 
aiM  to  show  what  our  ancestors  had  conndered  constitu- 
tional. This  controvert  concendi^'  the  tariff  be  had 
never  viewed  aa  one  between  the  North  uid  the  South, 
but  between  the  aristocracy  and  the  people)  and  this  is  to 
be  found  in  the  South  as  well  as  the  North.  If  documents 
were  to  be  printed  to  asnst  one  side  in  this  controversy, 
let  both  sides  have  the  same  chance  before  tiie  people. 

.   .      _  _,  He  presumed  that  there  were  other  documents  bearing  on 

there  had  been  a  perfect  acquiescence  in  this  power  of 'this  subject  which  miriit  be  interesting  to  the  people, 
protecting  manufactures  by  excessive  taxation  oTimports.  jbendes  tiiose  spedfiea  by  the  gentleman  fttNB  lUrylMid. 
Vol.  VII— 25  ^  . 
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He  moved  to  amend  the  ori)i;inal  propotiition  by  adding 
the  following-,  which  he  hoped  tlie  gentleman  would  ac- 
cept as  a  part  of  hU  motion: 

"  Also  the  report  of  tlie  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
on  the  st^  of  the  Gnuice^  made  13th  Mareh,  l828;repoti 
of  the  Commltteeou  Commerce,  made  8th  Februaiy,  1850." 

Hr.  HOWARD  said  that  he  was  sorry  that  he  could  not 
assent  to  the  amendment,  antl,  in  stating  his  objection  to 
it,  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  be  more  explicit  than 
lie  was  yesterday.  An  impression  has  gone  abroad,  said 
he,  and  has  been  carcftdly  cherished  by  a  certain  descrip- 
tion  of  politicians  who  are  opposed  to  tlic  syiiem  of  pro- 
tection of  manufactures,  that  tlie  party  wliich  elected  and 
sustuned  Mr.  Jefferson  were  oppoised  to  that  policy.  Xhis 
question,  Mr.  II.  said,  was  now  before  the  nation,  and  his 
only  object  was  to  throw  such  light  upon  the  question,  as 
would  enable  the  people  to  decide  it  correctly.  The 
amount  of  talent  in  the  nation  without  tliese  walls  was 
many  hundred  fold  greater  tlian  that  within  them,  and 
wanted  not  the  aid  of  this  House  to  form  an  opinion. 
Hius,  when  the  House  spread  before  the  people  the 
materials  from  which  to  form  a  judgment,  it  had  done  its 
duty.  The  opinion  that  the  party  which  sustained  Mr. 
Jefferson  was  averse  to  duties  for  the  protection  of  manu- 
factures, had  been  sedulously  instilled  into  the  public 
mind.  That,  opinion,  however,  was  wholly  erroneous. 
The  publication  of  the  repoi-ts  in  question,  taken  in  con- 
nexion with  the  tariff  law  of  1804,  would  s'.iow  that,  from 
the  year  180S  to  the  year  1804,  the  party  which  sustained 
Mr.  Jefferson  not  only  austained  the  constitutionali^  of 
micli  law^  'but  actually  passed  them.  If  this  was  nude 
out  by  tl^  publication,  it  would  go  to  remove  erroneous 
impressions,  which,  like  all  otiier  erroneous  impressions, 
ought  to  be  removed.  Reviewing  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  1804,  Hr.  II.  said  it  was  clear  that,  in  passing  it, 
Coi^;T«sa  had  acted  under  the  power  of  which  the  consti- 
tutionality had  since  been  called  in  question.  All  that  he 
wished  to  show,  by  printing  these  reports,  and  a  reference 
to  the  act  wluch  was  founded  upon  them,  was,  tlut  the 
party  which  is  now  supposed  to  nave  been  hostile  to  the 
power  of  protecting  manufactures,  actually  did  sustain  that 
power.  What  effect  this  fact  would  have  upon  public 
opinion,  it  was  not  bis  province  to  determine.  It  was  suf- 
ficient for  him  to  believe  that  the  measure  which  he  pro- 
n<»ed  would  remove  from  the  public  tnind  an  erroneous 
impresHon,  and  be  wiibedt  therefore,  that  it  should  not 
be  encuDihered  with  other  matters  f<H«gn  to  tins  object. 

The  question  was  .then  taken  on  Mr.  ■SFXidar's  amend- 
ment, and  detnded  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  C  AMBRBLENG  a^ed  the  assent  of  the  gentleman 
from  Muyland  to  add  to  his  proposition  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  March,  1792 — the  first  re- 
port made  by  him  wben  money  was  wanted  to  pay  the 
public  debit  in  which  he  refete  to  that  h.ct,  and  slates 
that  when  the  object  of  payment  of  the  debt  is  acc«n- 
pitshcd*  these  taxes  will  be  no  longer  necessary.  The 
time  is  approaching  when  tliat  question  will  come  up, 
and  this  report  would  be  useful.  He  took  occasion  to  say, 
that  he  concurred  in  the  policy  of  reducing  the  duties  on 
raw  materials,  and  he  would  go  as  for  as  any  one  to  pro- 
tect domestic  industry,  by  repeaUnr,  not  increasing,  the 
taxes  on  importa'  That  wac  the  p^cy  of  the  act  of  1604. 
It  has  not  been  the  pc^icy  upon  vnich  Congress  have  since 
acted;  for  they  have  protected  industry  by  heaping  taxes 
on  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  acting  with  pulicubir  opnres- 
Mon  on  the  agricultural  interest  But,  Mr.  C.  saia,  he 
would  not  go  into  that  matter  now.  Mr.  C>  mentioned 
another  report,  which  he  wished  included  in  the  motion. 
These  two  reports,  he  said,  interesting  as  they  were,  be 
had  not  been  able  to  find  in  print,  except  in  the  pages  of 
Uie  Umted  Statca  Gazette.  He  hoped  ^  gitetfcman 
ftom  Muybuid  would  consent  to  mcluue  these  two  reports 
in  ilk  motien.  , 


Mr.  HOWARD  said  he  liad  just  stated  to  the  House  the 
reasons  wliicli  induced  him  to  decline  accepting  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  The  same 
reasons  operated  upon  him  in  now  declining  to  accept  that 
proposed  by  the  j^ntleman  fron  New  York.  His  object, 
he  said,  was  a  limited  one,  and  confined  to  a  short  space 
of  tune.  As  the  idea  had  gone  abroad  that  the  party  which 
came  into  power  with  Mr.  Jefferson  was  opposed  to  duties 
for  protecting  manufactures,  he  wished  to  show  that  that 
opinion  was  unfounded.  Hislnotion  affirmed  nothing)  it 
denied  noUiing — it  sought  only  for  truth.  The  papers 
desired  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  point  of  his  inquiry,  and  Itc  could  not,  there- 
fore, accept  lus  amendment. 

Mr.  MAJLLAKY  said  he  had  been  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  ^ntleman  from  North  Carolina,  because  ten 
thousand  copies  of  the  latter  report  bad  been  printed  at 
the  last  sesnon  of  Congress.  He  declared  himself  in  favor 
of  that  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  It  was 
feared,  by  some  gentlemen,  that  the  rest^ution  would  be 
overloaded  by  amendments,  if  the  present  one  was  adopt- 
ed. He  had  no  fears  of  this  kind.  He  wished,  for  him- 
self, to  go  back  to  the  early  periods  of  the  GoTenunrnt. 
far  and  wide,  so  that  the  wisdom  of  the  sages  then 
in  the  councils  of  the  country  might  be  diffused  amongst 
the  people  of  the  present  day,  and  their  opinions  and 
principles  be  widely  disseminated.  For  his  part,  he 
should  like  to  know  what  had  been  the  sentiments  of  Ham- 
ilton and  Jefferson  on  th^  nibjcct  now  agitated,  and  wluit 
their  prindples  were.  He  hiid  risen  to  express  lus  hope 
that  the  House  would  bestow  a  libenl  indulgence,  and 
that  all  that  was  required  to  be  printed,  by  the  resolution 
and  amendment,  would  be  granted  for  the  public  inform- 
ation. The  principles  of  the  early  le^lators  of  the  Go- 
vernment were  not  to  be  lig^htly  treated.  The  House  bad 
heretofore  ordered  x  reprint  of  tlie  old  joumalst  but, 
asked  Mr.  M.,  who  reads  or  thinks  of  them?  Here  and 
there  they  were  consulted,  to  be  sure,  when  some  indivi- 
dual wished  to  know  how  a  member  or  members  bad  voted 
on  certain  questionBt  but,  as  matter  of  history,  they  were 
of  comparatively  litUe  use.  The  matlera  called  for  by  the 
resolution  and  proposed  amendment  would,  on  the  con- 
trary, be  uiuTersaUy  read  by  -the  people  cf  the  United 
States.  He  hoped,  tiierefore,  the  House  would  order  die 
printing. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  that  the  object  of  the  motioDofthe 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  it  was  apparent^  was  not  to 
supply  any  defect  of  information  in  this  House;  for  the 
gentleman  had  avowed  that  his  purpose  was  political— 4o 
produce,  by  the  weight  of  the  authority  of  the  House,  an 
effect!  not  to  inform  the  public  mind,  merely,  but  to  pro- 
duce a  party  effect.  He  subnuttcd  it  to  the  gentleman 
himself,  whether  such  an  operation  was  any  part  of  the 
proper  duty  of  this  House?  He  would  s«k  whether  it 
consisted  with  its  digr^y?  Whether  tbe  purpose  avowed 
by  the  mover  was  one  which  the  House  ou^t  not  to  avoid^ 
What  right  bad  the  House  to  apply  its  centingcnt  fund, 
as  proposed,  to  mere  party  purposes?  If  our  public  men 
have  been  inconsistent,  let  tncm  be  rebuked  for  it.  But 
is  this  House  the  proper  organ  to  do  it? 

[Mr.  A.  here  made  an  alluMon  to  the  distant  absence  of 
one  of  the  persons  implicated  in  such  a  charge,  (supposed 
to  be  Hr.  RABUOLrB,)  but  Mr.  HOWARD  rose,  and  dis. 
churned  any  such  allusion  or  object.] 

Mr.  ARCHER  said,  on  the  face  of  the  resdution,  as 
well  as  by  the  avowal  of  the  mover,  these  papers  were  not 
to  be  printed  for  the  information  of  the  House,  but  to  sub- 
serve party  purposes;  which,  he  repeated,  was  no  part  of 
the  proper  duties  of  tiie  House,  which,  he  hoped,  would 
not  lena  its  authority  to  any  such  purpose. 

Mr.  WAYNE,  of  Geo.,  commenced  some  remarks  in 
favor  of  the  amendment)  but  had  uttered  one  or  two  sen- 
tences cmly,  when 
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A  messKg^  was  received  from  the  Senate  that  they  were 
ntting-  as  a  court  of  hnpeachment. 

The  House  then  forihwith  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee the  Whole,  (Mr.  MAnnif ,  of  S.  C.  in  the  cluur, ) 
and  proceeded  to  the  Senate  duunber  agMn»  to  attend 
the  trial  of  Jud^  Peck. 

Having  afterwards  retuncd  to  their  ball,  tike  commit- 
tee reported  fiirther  pmgfeaai  and  thereupon 

The  House  adjourned. 

TflUBBDAT,  DkCIVBEB  SO. 

The  House  resumed  the  consUlcration  of  the  resolution 
of  Mr.  HowARO,  orderit^  the  printing  of  certain  reports; 
the  amendment  proposed  yesterday  by  Nr.  Cambbeuho 
beinff  under  conuderatioo — 

Mr.  WAYl^E  observed  that,  when  the  hour  expired 
yesterday,  he  was  about  to  slate  the  distinction  between 
the  resolution  of  the  g-entlcman  from  Maryland  and  the  - 
gentleman  from  New  York.  There  was  no  such  difTer- 
ence  between  tliem  as  would  justify  the  House  in  rejecting 
the  one  and  adopting  the  other.  If  the  object  of  the  geii< 
tleman  from  New  York,  in  submitting  his  amendment,  was 
toinform  the  public  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  opinions,  on  a  certain 
subject^  in  '93,  upon  what  principle  will  the  House  reject 
his  amendment,  aind  adopt  the  resolution  of  the  gentlemiui 
from  Maryland,  when  it  calls  for  the  doctrines  promulgat- 
ed by  the  same  in  1803?  and  that,  too.  when  the  avowed 
object  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  not  to  enlighten 
tlic  public  nunc],  but  to  subserve  party  purposes.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  was  to  prove  that  Mr. 
JeflTeiwn,  and  the  party  that  came  with  faim  into  power, 
were  in  ravor  of  the  protective  system.  Mr.  W.  had  bo  ob- 
jection to  the  resolution,  and  he  would  TOte  foe  it,  whe- 
ther tlie  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  was 
adopted  or  not. 

He  would  vote  for  it  because  there  could  be  nothing  tor- 
tured out  of  these  reports  to  prove  tliat  Mr.  Jefferson,  or 
his  friends,  had,  at  any  time,  conceded  the  power  in  ques- 
tion. Mr.  W.  said  lie  was  not  now  disposed  to  enter  into 
a  discussion  of  that  question:  but,  when  he  saw  an  attempt 
made  to  impress  the  oclief  that  Mr.  Jefferson  was  in  favor 
of  certain  doctrines,  he  felt  bound  to  correct,  as  ftir  as  he 
could,  the  erroneous  impression.  Such  a  proposition  was 
never  distinctly  affirmecl  by  Mr.  JefTersbn,  nor  by  his  Se- 
cretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  GAtlatin.  He  would  ac- 
knowie^e  that  duties  were  imposed  on  foreign  articles 
during  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration;  but  it  was  equally 
well  known,  that  the  express  object  of  th»t  tariff  was,  not 
as  a  bounty  to  domestic  .manufactures,  but  to  liquidate  the 
national  debt.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  in  looking  over  Mr.  Gtil- 
latin's  reports,  I  have  found  no  evidence  whatever,  of  the 
slightest  mterfereoce  with  this  subject.  In  one  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson's messages  to  Congress,  he  alluded  to  the  encou- 
ragement of  such  manufactures  as  would  reiider  us  inde- 
pendent. A  general  proposition  was  made  in  Congress  to 
refer  this  part  of  the  message  to  a  committee,  in  order  to 
see  what  might  be  necessary  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
military  establishment. 

A  debate  arose  on  this  subject,  in  which  Uie  strong 
ground  was  taken,  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  .ict  on 
the  subject,  and  that  it  was  strictly  confined  to  revenue 
bills.  From  these  circumslBnces,  Mr.  W.  thought  it  a 
matter  of  inference,  not  to  be  resisted,  tlutt,  so  &r  as  tfae 
character  of  Mr.  J^erson's  administrMion  is  concerned, 
there  ia  no  support  to  be  obtained  for  the  protective  sys- 
tem. He  did  not  say  that  all  Mr.  Jefferson's  friends  were 
opposedtoit.  As  )m  Bud  before,  Mr.  W.  was  indifferent, 
himself,  whetlier  the  umendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  was  adopted  or  not.  He  would  vote  both  for 
it  and  the  resolution. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  wishes  X.O  call  up  reports 
of  this  House  in  1802,  '3,  and  '4,  to  prove  that  Mr.  Jeffeiw 
son,  and  the  party  in  power  with  him,  were  in  favor  of  tlie 


protective  system.  Why  not,  said  Mr.  W.,  suffer  Mr. 
Jefferspn's  own  report,  on  the  same  subject,  to  be  given 
to  the  public'  Why  not  permit  him  to  speak  for  himself.^ 
He  believed  the  reports  were  only  to  be  found  in  the 
Ubraiy  of  Congress. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  sud  he  was  not  disposed  to  make  any 
remarks  on  tiie  merits  of  the  reports  called  for,  either  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  or  the  gentleman  from  New 
York. '  The  House,  he  observed,  had  no  right  to  adopt 
either  the  resolution  or  the  amendment.  He  had  no 
doubt  but  all  would  recollect  a  joint  resolution  passed  last 
session,  prohibiting  tlie  expenditure  of  the  contingent  fund 
for  any  printing  other  than  tljat  called  for  by  the  current 
business  of  eitiier  House.  All  other  printing  must  be  paid 
for  out  of  the  treasury,  by  the  ordinarjr  procen  of  an  ap- 
propriation bill.  He  would,  for  the  satisftetion  of  the 
House,  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the  joint  resolution  to  which 
he  alluded.  And,  after  it  had  been  read,  Mr.  D.  moved 
that  the  resolution  and.  amendment  be  referr«d  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Ubraryi  and  the  quetUon  being  pu^  it 
was  agreed  to. 

MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  CHILTON  submitted  (hefbllowing  resolution: 
Eesohed,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed,  witli 
instructions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  adopting 
some  uniform  mode  for  computing  me  distance  for  whicm 
members  of  Congress  shall  be  allowed  compensation  for 
milei^  to  and  from  the  seM  of  Government;  and  that 
stud  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
In  support  of  this  resolution, 

Mr.  CHILTON  said  that  he  had  not  offered  the  resolu- 
tion wiUi  a  view  to  cast  unr  imputation  on  honorable  mem- 
bers. Neither  had  he  offered  it  from  electioneering  mo- 
tives, or  with  a  view  to  home  consumption.  That  there 
was  a  great  disparity,  at  the  present  time,  in  the  computa- 
tion of  the  mileage  of  members,  could  not  be  denied. 
As  an  example,  he  would  state  that,  of  two  gentlemen, 
both  living  in  the  same  section  <^  tlie  country,  one  had,  by 
adifference  in  the  computation  of  mileage,  received  %  dififer- 
ence  in  amount  of  one-half.  In  1835,  the  mileage  of  the  two 
Senatorsfrom  Missouri,  both  ren<£ngin  St-^ouis,  so  varied, 
that  one  received  $1,700  and  a  sn^  fraction,  while  the 
other  received  93,300  and  a  large  fraction.  He  had  made 
it  his  business  to  examine  into  the  subject,  and  he  had  dis- 
covered many  incquafitics  in  the  payment  of  the  milei^ 
of  members, which,  in  his  opinion,  called  loudly  for  the  m- 
terposition  of  the  House,  so  that  an  equally  nught  be  es- 
tablislied  amongst  member:].  He  wished  the  resolution  to 
be  referred  to  a  committee;  but,  if  the  House  did  ncrtcon- 
tiider  it  a  matter  of  sujficient  importance  to  take  this 
course,  he  was  satisfied.  If  they  saw  proper  to  take  up 
the  subject,  it  would  consume  but  littie  time. 

Mr.  CAMUKELENG  did  not  tiiink  the  resolution  of 
sufhcieiit  tmporiaticc  fur  the  appointment  of  asclect  com- 
mittee, and  suggested  to  the  mover  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Ronds. 

Mr.  CHILTON  only  wanted  some  order  isAxn  upon  the 
resolution  by  the  House,  and  declared  hii  readmess  to 
agree  to  tlie  proposed  modification. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  it  would  be  recollected  that,  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  House  of  Representatives 
liod  passed  a  bill  on  titis  subject  which  had  not  been  acted 
upon  by  the  Senate;  and  lie  was  much  astonished  at 
liearing  of,  some  of  Uie  reasons  which  were  UHigned  in 
that  body  why  the  bill  should  not  pass.  (^The  Speabbb 
said  it  was  not  in  order  to  allude  to  proceedings  in  Uie  Se- 
nate. Mr.  WicKLiFFs:  Not  to  proceedi|igs  .of  the  last 
session?  Ttie  Spsakkr:  No,  sir.  Mr,  .WicKUFrx:  If  we 
liaye  no  right  to  refer  to  proceedings  of  either  JIous^  at 
former  sessions  of  Congress,  1  am  of  opinion  that  the  par- 
liamentary rules  oiiglit  to  be  amended.]  What  be  had 
risen  to  suggest,  however,  u-a-s  thgt  tW  Cmn|aittee  on 
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Public  Expenditures  appeared  to  him  the  most  pruper 
committee  to  refer  the  subject  to. 

Mr.  CHILTON  Mud  he  liad  no  objection  to  such  a  refer- 
ence of  it. 

Mr.  JGNNINGS,  after  a  few  observations,  moved  to  lay 
the  reacdution  on  the  table- 
Mr.  CHILTON  called  for  the  ycai  and  nay*  on  the  mo- 
tion, and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  called  for  the  reading  of  the  pre- 
sent law  on  the  subject  of  the  mileage  of  members,  and 
the  law  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the  resolution 
on  the  table,  and  dedded  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  end 
nays,  ai  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barnwell,  Buchanan,  Dud- 
ley, Edward  Everett,  Gurley,  Hammona,  Haynes,  Hinds, 
Jarvia,  Jennings,  Kennon,  Norton,  Henry  B.  Storrs,  Vin- 
ton. Edward  D.  White,  Wikle.— 17. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Angel,  Archer, 
Arrnstrong,  Arnold,  Bailey,  Noyes  Barber,  Barringer, 
Bartley,  Bates,  Baylor,  Beekman,  Bell,  James  Blur,  John 
Blair,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borst,  Brown,  Gaboon,  Cambre- 
leng,  Cwson,  Chandler,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Clark, 
Coke,  Coleman,  Condict,  Conner,  Cooper,  Cowlea,  Craig, 
Crane,  Crawford,  Crockett,  Creig^iton,  Crocheron,  Crown- 
insliield,  Daniel,  Davenport,  Warren  U.  Davis,  Denny, 
Deaha,  De  Witt,  Dickinson,  Doddridge,  Draper,  Dray- 
ton* Duncan,  Dwight,  Eager,  Earll,  Kltsworth,  George 
Evana*  Joshua  fivan^  H.  Everett,  Findhy,  Finch,  F<»cd, 
Forward,  Foster,  Fry,  Guther,  Gilmore,  Gordon,  Green, 
Grennell,  Hall,  Halsey,  Harvey,  Hawkins,  Hodges  Hol- 
land. Hoffman,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Hunt,  Huntington, 
Ihrie,  Ingersol^  T.  Irwin,  W.  W.  Irvin,  Johns,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kincaid,  Perkins 
King,  Adam  King,  Lem  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Lewis, 
I^oyall,  Lumpkin,  Lyop,  M^fee,  Marr,  Martindale,  Mar- 
tin, Thomas  Maxwell,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McCoy,  McDuffie, 
Mclntire,  Mercer,  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Nuckolls,  Pat- 
too,  Pearce,  Pettis,  Fierson,  Polk,  Potter,  Randolph, 
Beed,  Rencher,  Richardson,  Roane,  Russel,  Sanford, 
Scott,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  II.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Semmes, 
Sill,  Smith,  Speight,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Stande- 
fer,  Sterigere,  William  L.  Storrs,  Strong,  Swann,  Swift, 
Taylor,  Test,  Wiley  Thompson,  John  Thomson,  Tracy, 
Trezvant,  Tucker,  Vaoce,  Vamum,  Verplanck,  Washings 
ton,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  Wickliffe,  Williams, 
Yancey,  Young. — 160. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  it  wu  agreed  to. 

FnioAT,  DacxKBia  31. 

After  the  receptiou  of  a  variety  of  petitions  and  reso- 
lutions, 

Mr.  CROCKETT  made  ah  unsuccessful  motion  for  the- 
House  to  reconsider  the  Tennessee  land  bill.  The  House 
refuied,  by  a  vote  of  69  to  97. 

THE  CLAIM  OF  JAMES  MONROE. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MERCER,  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Vmon,  Mr.  Maktih  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  reported  at 
the  last  aesrion  for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe. 

nUa  Mil  is  in  the  following  woitls: 

[S»  it  madtdt  ^e..  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  ia  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  causcf  to 
be  paid  to  James  Monroe,  out  of  any  unappropriated  mo- 
neys in  the  treasury,  the  sum  of  $67,960  96.] 

Mr.  MERCER,  in  a  speech  of  something  like  an  hour's 
length,  ezpluned  the  merits  of  tliis  bill,  and  the  ^unds 
upon  which  the  comndttee  had  gone-  in  reporting  it.  He 
advocated  the  passage  of  the  bilTwith  bis  usual  eloquence. 

Mr.  CHILTON,  of  Kentucky,  made  a  strong  speech 
assort  thebHl. 


Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  followed  on  the  same 
«de  of  the  question. 

Mr.  GORDON,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  CAMBRELENG, 
of  New  York,"  vindicated  their  constituents  ft-om  reflec- 
tions upon  them  in  consequence  of  their  interpontion  in 
fiivor  of  this  claim. 

Mr.  COKE,  of  Virginia,  expressing  a  desire  for  further 
esamination  of  this  subject,  mored  for  tbk  rising  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whofe. 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned  to  Mon- 
day. 

MoiTDXT,  Jaitl-abt  3,  1831. 
ASYLUM  FOB  THE  BLIND. 
Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  New  England  Asylum  for  the  Bhnd.  He 
observed  that  the  subject  of  this  memorial  was  one  of  in- 
terest and  importance:  it  was  a  very  ably  drawn  paper, 
and  contained  much  valuable  infttrmation.  The  subject 
was  one  new  to  the  House,  and  eotnparativcljr  so  to  the 
public.  As  there  was  no  standiug  committee  ot  the  House 
to  which  it  appropriately  belonged,  he  would  submit  a. 
motion,  (whicti  he  made  with  sincere  reluctance,  knowing 
the  just  aversion  of  the  House  to  the  multiphcation  of  se- 
lect committees,)  that  the  reading  of  this  memorial  be  dis- 
pensed with;  that  it  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  and 
be  printed. 

After  inqniries  from  Mr.  WICKLIFFE  and  Mr- 
HAYNES,  as  to  the  nature  and  objects  of  the  memorial* 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Evsrett  prevailed,  and  the  subject 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  seven — 69  votes  to  54. 
Mr.  RICHARDSON  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resoivedt  That  the  Committee  on  Reriaal  and  Unfinish- 
ed Buuness  be  instructed  to  inqiure  whether  any  mea- 
sures may  be  devised  and  adopted  to  expedite  the  busi- 
ness before  this  House;  and  to  report  thereon  by  resolve 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  PEARCE  opposed  the  reference  of  the  resolution 
to  the  committee  proposed;  he  thought  that  the  better  re- 
ference would  be  to  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment. 

Mr.  BICHARDSON  thought  that  committee  had  the 
superintendence  of  all  the  buuness  before  the  House,  and 
he  knew  of  none  better  to  entertain  the  subject  of  his  re- 
solution. There  were  no  less  than  two  hundred  bills 
lying  over'  from  the  last  sesaon,  and  he  tiiought  some 
course  should  be  taken  to  expedite  the  business  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  McCOY  said  that  a  great  number  of  rules  luid  been 
adopted  already,  to  facilitate  the  businesa  of  the  House, 
as  it  was  said,  and  he  was  rather  disposed  to  rely  on  them 
to  help  us  along,  than  to  make  any  more.  If  the  re  so  u- 
tion  of  the  gentleman  passed,  it  would  change  the  whole 
method  of  doing  business;  this  changing  of  forma  had 
been  tried  too  often,  and  the  more  rules  we  had,  the  worse 
the  House  seemed  to  get  along.  He  therefore  moved  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the 
table  accordingly. 

THE  IMPEACHMENT. 
Mr.  JOHNS  moved  to  take  up  the  motion  offered  by 
liim  on  Monday  last,  to  reconsider  the  resolution  ad<^ted 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  HavHss,  on  the  33d  instant,  that 
the  House  would  daily  resolve  itself  into  a  Comn^tee  of 
the  Whole,  for  tlie  purpose  of  attending  the  trial  of  the 
impeachment  of  Judge  Peck. 

Mr.  JOHNS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  hi*  motion; 
they  were  ordered  by  the  House,  and,  being  taken,  stood 
— yeas  117,  nays  48. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  JoBjts,  in  other  words,  to  recon^er  that  of 
Mr.  Hatkis,  and  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  thia 
question,  also.   They  were  ordered  bv  the  House. 
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Mr.  JOHNS  nkl  he  did  not  Uilnk  it  worth  his  while  to 
enter  upon  any  ailment  on  the  subject;  he  believed  the 
minds  of  {fentJenien  were  already  made  up,  and  he  would 
not  annrcesiftrOy  connime  the  time  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HAYNES  would  not  recapitulate  what  he  had  said 
on  a  fonper  occasion.  Ho  waa  oppooed  to  reconaidera- 
tum,  and  tniated  that  the  Houk  would  ttiU  contonue  to 
attend  the  trial. 

Mr.  SPENCER,  of  New  York,  In  a  few  brief  remarks, 
^ated  the  prt^esa  of  the  trialt  that  all  the  witnewes  for 
the  prwecution -had  been  examined;  and  he  presumed 
that  two  days  would  be  sufficient  to  examine  thoae  for  the 
re»ondeat(  when  the  defence  would  be  opened.  He  was 
u  Ciror  of  the  House  continuing  to  attend  the  trial. 

Mr.  PETTIS  did  not  know  where  the  gentleman  from 
NewYork  procured  hia  information,  that  (*o  days  would 
be  soffiaent  to  complete  the  testimony  m  the  case.  It 
wn  probable  quite  as  much  time  would  be  consumed  in 
the  examination  of  the  witneaaes  for  the  respondent  as  for 
file  prosecution.  Whether  the  time  were  to  be  short  or 
long,  however,  with  him  the  question  arose,  whether  the 
House  mtended,  at  the  present  session,  to  do  any  business  > 
I  unueceassry  for  the  House  to  attend;  and 

were  could  he  no  better  endence  that  such  was  the 
opinion  of  grentlemen,  than  the  fiict,  that  there  bad  never 
been  pre»nt  at  the  trial  more  than  fifty  members — more 
f requentiy  thirty,  and  even  so  few  as  twenty.  It  had  be- 
fore been  said,  we  could  not  keep  a  quorum  here  while 
the  trial  was  ifoing  on;  the  facta  were,  tlMit  a  quorum  could 
""tj*  kept  in  the  Senate;  and  why,  asked  Mr.  P.  should 
not  flie  House  decline  going  >  It  was  wholly  unnecessary, 
and  he  hoped  they  would  determine  to  stay  In  the  Hall. 

Mr.  SPENCER  said  he  felt  sure  that  the  remaining 
part  of  the  trial  would  not  take  up  'much  more  of  the  time 
r*V  witnesses  for  the  respondent,  three 

of  them  had  given  depositions,  and  he  felt  certain  that 
two  da}*!  would  be  amply  suffioent  to  conclude  the  ex- 
unmation  of  aU  the  evidence. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  said  that  he  was  uiduced,  from  the  Ikst 
vote  taken  by  the  Houae,  to  offer  a  single  argument.  This 
House  had,  in  the  performance  of  their  high  powerfi,  im- 

Eeachedajudgeoftlie  United  States;  they  had  attended 
» trial  until  they  bad  h*ard  all  that  had  been  «ud  against 
theaccusedi  «nd  now,  when  the  examination  of  wimesses 
for  the  defence  was  about  to  take  place,  genUemen  were 
««dy  to  say,  we  have  heard  enough;  we  have  heard  aU 
that  can  b«  sgiid  to  prove  tJie  judge  guilty,  we  wish  to  hear 
nothing  in  &vor  of  his  innocence.  He  conudered  that 
the  House  would  be  doing  injustice  to  Itself  not  to  attend. 
The  court  had  adjourned  to  Wednesday,  and  he  saw  no 
good  reason  for  agitating  the  qtiestion  of  attendance  at 
this  Ume.  He  hoped  the  House  would  have  some  regard 
to itecharaeter  for  consistency,  if  not  for  justice.  As  he 
could  sec  no  necessity  for  acting  on  the  resolution  at  thi» 
tUD^  he  vouU  more  that  it  lie  on  tiie  table. 

Mr.  JOHNS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion, 
wid  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Bemg  taken,  they  stood— yeas  55,  nays  111. 
So  tile  House  rehised  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 
The  question  was  then  put  on  tlie  reconsideration  of 
the  resolutioi^  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
_  Here  the  hMir  expired  for  the  conuderation  of  reaolu- 
tiooi. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Mr.  MERCER  made  an  ineffectual  atttempt  to  get  up , 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Monroc;  tiie  Chair  de- 
claring- the  motion  to  be  out  of  order  at  this  time. 

BERNAllD  KELLY. 

The  engroMed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bernard  Kelly  came 
up  as  the  special  order  of  the  dav. 

[This  biU  prondei  the  reflmdn^  to  Bernard  Kelly*  of 
Georgia,  out  of  the  Kinds  of  the  nst  Office  DepartDient, 


one  hundred  and  serene-three  dollan  and  eiiriity<two 
cents  principal,  two  hundred  and  eighteen  d^ars  and 
twenty  cents  interest,  and  forty-three  dollars  and  eighty 
cents  costs,  making  in  the  aggregate  four  hundred  and 
thirty-five  dollan  and  «ghty-two  cents,  which  was  reco- 
vered by  the  Postmaster  General  against  the  said  Kelly, 
In  die  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  paid  by  the  sud  Kelly  to  the  Post  Office 
Department;  the  pnncipal  having  been  lost  by  the  said 
Kelly,  in  his  office,  which  was  consumed  by  nre  in  the 
year  1805,  while  tlie  said  Kelly  was  acting  Postmaster  in 
the  town  of  Washington,  in  stud  State.] 

Mr.  Mcduffie  said,  if  he  understood  tiie  principles 
of  the  bill  under  discussion,  it  involved  a  violation  or  re- 
peated deoinons  of  the  House.  If  an  officer  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  is  to  be  discharged  fimn  aU  liabili^  merely  by 
his  own  statement^  he  woiSd  venture  to  state,  that  it  would 
he  attended  with  dangerous  consequences.  He  did  not 
pretend  to  be  minutely  informed  in  relation  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  case;  but  if  a  public  officer  is  to  be  not 
only  exonerated  from  tlie  payment  of  the  money  in  his 
possesnon,  but  to  berefondedthe  Interest  accruing  there- 
on, he  lotted  upon  it  as  dugerous  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  WAYNE  said,  that  when  a  pubUc  officer,  vinted 
by  a  calamity  which  could.neither  be  .foreseen  nor  pre- 
vented, comes  before  this  House  for  relief,  two  inquiries 
present  themselves:  one  is,  how  has  the  loss  occurred.' 
The  second  is,  what  was  the  condition  of  the  individual, 
and  whether  be  had  exercised  propw  care  in  the  dis- 
cliarge  of  his  duty?  It  waa  clearly  riiown  hi  this  case, 
that  the  claimant  was  in  possession  of  the  mcaiey;  that  his 
character  as  a  pubHc  officer  was  unimpeachable;  that  at 
(he  holir  of  mi  Aiigbt  the  fire  took  place  which  consumed 
his  house,  goods,  money,  and  papers.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, he  knew  of  no  stronger  case  that  could  be 
presented  to  the  House.  The  time,  the  place,  the  dr- 
cumstances,  were  of  such  a  character  that  no  better  testi- 
mony tiian  the  claimant's  own  oath  could  be  adduced. 

Mr.  BLAIU,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  rose  merely  to 
apologize  for  the  apparent  inconnstency  between  the 
vole  he  formerly  gave  upon  this  bill,  and  that  which  he 
felt  lumself  in  du^  bound  to  give  now.  When  this  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  he 
voted  for  it)  but  he  ^ould  vote  against  it  at  present. 
When  he  voted  for  tlus  clum  tome  days  ago,  he  knew 
very  little  about  it.  He  sat  on  the  outucirts  oif  the  hall, 
where  it  was  very  difficult  to  hear  what  was  slid;  and  he 
had  taken  many  things  for  granted,  in  its  fiiror,  which  he 
found,  on  examination,  did  not  exist. 

Strip  this  case,  he  said,  of  the  allegations  of  the  peti- 
tioner tumselff  divest  it  of  his  own  affidavit,  and  there 
was  no  testimony  that  couhl  Support  it.  But  there  was 
very  conclusive  evidence  against  it;  a  judicial  decision  of 
liis  own  district  court,  aad  by  a  jury  of  his  own  fellow- 
citizens,  of  Georgia,  had  been  made  against  the  petitioner 
in  this  case.  The  defalcation  on  which  that  judgment 
was  founded,  occurred  twenty-five  years  ago.  And  now, 
at  this  late  day,  tlus  bill  proposes,  virtually,  to  reverse 
the  judgment  of  that  court,  on  the  allegations  of  tiie  pe- 
titioner alone,  and  those  allegations  made  under  all  the 
provocations  and  temptations  of  ex^me  poverty.  He 
thought  this  would  be  setting  a  bad  example,  and  estn- 
blishing  a  dangerous  precedent. 

It  had  been  said  the  petitioner  was  an  honest  man — a 
poor,  unfortunate  man,  and  that  this  was  a  case  of  peculiar 
hardship.  Tliis  might  all  be  very  truet  but  such  consi- 
derations aa  these  wotild  not  justify  him,  or  any  other 
member  of  the  House,  in  voting  for  a  claim  unnulhorixed 
by  proper  testimony.  I'hia  House,  said  Mr.  B.,  should 
be  governed  in  its  proceecUngs  by  certain  prineiplea;  by  a 
fixed  and  impartial  mode  ot  lepslating  on  the  claims  of 
individualst  and  their  grand  rule  should  be  never  to  vote 
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against  the  claima  of  eveii  a  poHtica]  enem^,  when  weU 
supported,  nor  to  admit  those  of  their  best  frieodB  without 
sumcient  proof. 

But,  Ur.  B.  said,  he  was  not  disposed  to  argue  against 
the  bill.  He  was  willing  that  every  gentleman  should 
vote  for  it  who  could  reccHicilc  it  to  his  notions  of  public 
dii^  to  do  sot  and  thera  were  aeveral  resMnu  why  he 
rtundd  like  to  vote  for  this  claim  himself,  if  he  could  do 
it  with  proprie^.  It  came  from  a  quarter  where  but  few 
favors  of  any  kind  were  asked  for,  and  still  fewer  grant- 
ed. The  bill  had  been  reported  by  a  committee  that  he 
highly  esteemed,  and  was  supported  both  by  his  perHonal 
and  political  friends.  If,  therefore,  he  thought  it  only 
half  r'^ht,  he  would  vote  for  it.  But,  believing,  as  he 
did,  that  ^e  passage  of  this  bill  would  hold  out  encou- 
ragement to  every  delinquent  postmaster  in  the  United 
States  to  bum  up  his  office  anu  commit  perjurj-  and  for- 
gery, and  that  it  would,  in  its  tendency,  overwhelm  the 
treasury  with  a  torrent  of  unjust  demands,  he  was  com- 
pelled by  a  sense  of  public  duty  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Georgia,  in  reply  to  the  objec- 
tions urged  against  tbe  bill  bv  Messrs.  McDurria  and 
BuiB,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  held  in  his  hand  reports, 
of  committees  of  tbe  House,  which  presented  forty  or 
fifty  cases  involving  precisely  the  same  principles  as  those 
embraced  in  this  dlaim,  in  which  relief  had  been  extended. 
He  cited  on  a  former  occauon,  when  the  bill  was  before 
the  House,  the  case  of  J.  D.  Hays,  in  which  the  only  tes- 
timony on  which  his  claim  rested,  was  the  solemnity  of 
luB  oirn  oath,  and  a  certificate  from  three  of  liis  neigh- 
bors. He  did  not  adrocate  the  principle  of  allowing,  in 
all  cases,  a  man's  own  oath  as  sufficient  testimony,  when 
his  own  interest  was  involvedt  but  when  the  House  had 
for  years  acted  on  the  principle  involved  in  the  case  under 
consideration,  without  any  evil  results,  he  thought  the 
case  of  tlte  unfortunate  Bernard  Kelly  should  not  be  se- 
lected as  an  exception. 

He  cited  several  cux»  in  which  the  only  testimony  re- 
lied on  to  support  them  was  the  evidence  of  the  party 
claiming  relief.  Bernard  Kelly  has  proved,  hy  as  credita- 
ble and  honorable  men  as  are  to  be  foimd  in  any  country, 
that  he  himself  was  an  honorable  man.  He  comes,  sup- 
ported by  this  testimony,  before  Congress,  and  states,  on 
oath,  that  this  mooe^  was  lost  in  the  manner  represeate<l. 
He  ut^ed  the  propnety  of  allowing  the  claim,  with  great 
earnestness,  and  showed  that  a  long  list  of  claims  of  a 
umibr  nature  had  been  allowed,  though  not  supported  in 
many  instances  with  as  many  strong  p(»nts  of  evidence  as 
the  present  chum.  He  regretted  that  the  gentlemen  from 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  who  had  told  the  House  that  evi- 
dence could  be  ad^ced  from  the  Post  Office  Department 
to  show  that  the  claim  ought  not  to  be  allowed,  were  so 
tardy  in  producing  it.  .  He  had  called  at  the  deparUuent 
himself,  and  cotitd  find  no  audi  testimony.  He  thought, 
therefore,  that  tlie  drcunutEnees  of  the  case  were  so 
strong,  the  claimant's  character,  for  veracity  so  well  sup- 
ported, and  the  facts  being  stated  upon  oath*  all  tend  to 
make  his  case  so  strong,  that  he  thought  the  House  ought 
to  allow  the  claim. 

Mr.  9TEB10KRE  opposed  the  bill.  He  stated  that  the 
course  pursued  by  the  claimant  in  drawing  up  his  papers 
bcf<n«  the  lIou>e,ABB  one  not  of  candor  and  opennes.s 
but  of  extreme  caution.  He  (^sen-ed  that  a  very  import- 
ant fact  was  not  stated,  which  was  the  time  at  which  the 
house  of  the  claimant  was  bunted.  This  woti^l  be  of  the 
utmost  importance  in  deciding  the  case]  because  it  would 
then  be  seen  whether  at  that  time  the  money  stated  to  be 
lost  by  fire,  was  actuidly  due  the  Post  Office  Department. 
He  said  that  he  bad  derived  information  from  the  Postmas- 
ter General,  stating  that  half  a  milhon  of  dollars  would  nut 
liquidate  the  claims  a|;ainst  that  department,  resting  on  the 
same  principle  inndvedin  tbe  case  of  Kelly,  now  before 
the  House. 


Mr.  WHITTLESEY  said,  the  cue  of  Pisk,  aUuded  to 

by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Tkowsor,]  was  by 
no  means  analogous  to  the  one  before  the  House.  ¥^'s 
case  rested  not  on  his  own  testimony.  He  was  not  within 
twenty  miles  of  the  place  at  which  the  robbery  was  com- 
mitted. The  cMuraittec  bad  not  taken  into  consideration 
ather  lus  testimony  or  atiUem«tt  in  the  case.    Ksk't  own 


son  was  the  clerk  from  whom  the  money  was  taken;  and 
the  amount  taken  rested  not  on  his  oath  alone,  but  was 
supported  by  the  testimony  of  three  other  vitneaaea. 
The  marks  of  violence  were  evident  Qn  the  doors  of  the 
house,  and  the  robbers  were  vigilantly  pursued. 

Mr:  SPENCER  said  that  the  Postmaster  stood  in  the 
light  of  a  trustee  for  the  Govcrnmenti  and  the  queitisn 
ought  to  be,  not  one  of  strict  legal  accountiAinhr,  but 
should  be  viewed  as  a  case  in  equi^i  and  he  showed  from 
the  deciwons  in  the  courts  of  chancery  that  tliia  case  was  one 
which  entitled  the  claimant  to  tbe  relief  asked  for  in  the 
bill.  The  Postmaster  was  in  fa^t  a  trustect  he  was  not 
bound  to  keep  the  public  money  any  more  secure  than  bis 
own  properly!  and  if  it  be  satisfactorily  proved  that  Us 
own  property  was  destroyed  by  fire,  upon  every  princi- 
ple or  equi^,  he  was  exmierated  from  all  tiie  responsibi- 
Uty  to  the  Government  inetitred  by  the  loss  of  the  money 
in  his  poascsNon. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina^  opposed  the  bill, 
and  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Spsncer.]  No  agent  of  Government  should 
be  ^owcd  to  relieve  himself  from  his  responubility  to 
GovernmcDt  by  his  own  oath.  If  our  8,000  poatmaaters 
in  ^e  Umted  States  were  allowed  to  do  so,  the  prosperirf 
of  tbe  treasury  wmdd  not  soon  be  so  flourishing  as  we 
have  been  told  it  was.  It  »  the  uniform  custom  of  the 
Post  Office  Committee  not  to  receive  the  testiniony  of  any 
individual  in  support  of  his  own  claim.  He  thought  the 
principles  advanced  by  tlie  gentleman  from  New  York 
would  prove  dangerous,  if  sanctioned  by  the  Hoose.  He 
thought  there  was  an  evident  distinction  between  the  re- 
lation of  a  public  agent  and  that  of  a  tnuteet  and  that  the 
course  pursued  by  the  one  should  not  govern  the  action 
of  the  House  on  the  case  before  them. 

Mr.  HUFFMAN  also  opposed  the  prindples  laid  down 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  Yorkt  and  showed  where  a 
public  othcer  who  was  benefited  by  bis  trust,  differed 
widely  from  a  trustee. 

Mr.  HAYNES  would  not  atop  ta  moot  the  point,  whe- 
ther an  officer  of  the  General  Government  dMuld  be 
viewed  as  a  trustee,  and  be  entitled  to  the  same  privileges. 
He  agreed  with  tbe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that 
the  revenue  laws  diould  also  be  regularly  enforced;  still, 
when  cases  came  before  Uie  House  supported  by  sucli  tes- 
timony, when  an  officer  of  the  Govermncnt  had  been 
visited  by  a.  calamity  which  he  could  neither  foresee  nor 
prevent,  he  thought  that  such  a  claimant  was  fairly  enti- 
tled to  relief.  He  cited  several  cases  tiS  «.  similar  charac- 
ter, in  wKcli  relief  had  been  extended  by  the  House. 

Mr.  BATES,  of  Massachusetts,  without  entering  uito 
an  investigation  of  the  extent  of  credit  to  be  given  to  a 
man's  oam  in  his  own  case,  or  wbctlier  it  should  be  receiv- 
ed at  all  in  such  a  case,  opposed  tlie  bill  because  .the  claim- 
ant did  not  state  how  much  was  lust  in  money.  He  had 
told  the  House  that  123  dollars  were  lost,  part  in  money  and 
part  in  vouchers.  .  From  these  circumsUnces  alone,  he 
thought  the  bill  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Mr.  CHILTON  asked  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  asked  the  wilhdiawal  of  the  motion 
for  a  moment,  which  being  done,  Mr.  T.  proceeded  U> 
show  that  in  tiie  case  of  Fisk,  ulhulcd  to  before,  and  com- 
mented upon  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Whit- 
TutssT.J  theclerk  there  spoken  of  w^s  deputy  coUcctor. 
In  support  of  this  position,  he  read  a  Mter  from  the 
Secretaty  of  the  IVeasury,  showing  that  the  c^rfc  was 
appointed  deputy  collector  in  the  usual  manner;  uhI  fur- 
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ther,  that  tiie  collector  ordered  to  depoiite  the  re- 
ceipts of  bis  office  monthly  in  b«nk,  except  n  much  u 
wmikl  be  necetnry  to  defray  the  current  expeoMi  of  the 
office.  He  showed  that  the  ctrfketar  applied  to  Conmw 
for  relief,  and  brought  the  deinitjr  coUector  forward  as  a 
witness.  In  reply  to  the  objectians  urgvd  a^inst  the 
claim,  that  it  was  not  supported  by  the  production  of  the 
Touchers  and  drafts  from  the  Post  Office  Department, 
which  were  stated  to  have  been  lost,  the  lact  that  the 
house  of  tiie  clumant  had  been  eoMumedby  fire,  and  all 
swept  away,  was  a  sufficient  rep^. 

Mr.  PEARCB  called  fortiie  prerious  question;  which 
beings  sustained, 

Mr.  CHILTON  called  for  the  yeas  Uid  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  the  question  decided  in  the  neptive 
— yeas38,.nays  114. 

Mr.  PEARCE  now  demanded  the  previous  questicn, 
and  the  House  sustained  the  demand. 

The  mun  question  was  then  put,  "  Shall  tlw  bill  pass?" 

And  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  1^  yeai  and  nays 
—yeas  38,  nays  114. 

And  so  the  bill  was  rejected. 

DENMARK  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  following 
message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

7b  tht  Book  of  Bepnteniativa  of  the  l^tited  Statu.- 

I  transnut  herewith  to  Congress  the  copy  of  a  corre- 
spondence which  lately  pasKd  between  M^or  General 
Von  Schcdten,  his  Danish  Hsjes^s  Gorernor  General  of 
his  West  India  possessions,  and  special  minister  to  the 
United  States,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Secretary  of  State, 
concerning  the  regulation  of  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  those  possessions  and  the  United  States;  which 
comprehends  the  propositions  that  General  Von  Scholten 
made  to  this  Government,  in  behalf  of  hifl  sovereign, 
upon  that  subject,  and  the  answers  of  the  Secretary  of 
Stote  to  the  same,  the  lut  showing  the  grounds  upon 
which  this  Government  declined  acceding  to  the  over- 
tures of  the  Danish  envoy. 

Thu  correspondence  is  now  submitted  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  in  compliance  with  the  wish  and 
request  of  General  V'on  Scholten  himself,  and  under  'the 
fill!  pcrsuanon,  on  my  part,  that  it  will  receive  all  the 
attention  and  con«deration  to  which  the  very  friendly 
relations  that  have  so  hing  subsisted  between  the  United 
States  and  the  iting  of  Denmark  espedally  entitle  it,  in 
the  councils  of  tills  Union. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WaHUSOTOjr,  December  31,  1830. 

The  message  was  read,  and,  together  witli  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  it,  referred  to  the  Comnuttee  on 
Comowree,  and  ordered  to  be  pnnted. 

BRITISH  COLONIAL  TRADE. 
The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  tlie  fbllow- 
ti^  message  from  the  Prcwdent  of  the  United  States: 
7b  the  Ibiue  of  Rtpramiativet  of  the  Vnited  Stales: 

I  communicate  to  Congress  the  papers  relating  to  the 
recent  arrangement  with  Great  Britain,  with  respect  to 
the  trade  between  her  cokmial  possesnons  and  the  United 
States,  to  whidi  reference  was  made  in  my  message  at 
the  opening  of  the  present  session- 
it  will  appear  from  those  documents,  that,  owing  to 
the  oouHion,  in  the  act  of  the  29th  uf  Hay  Inst,  of  a  clause 
expresslpr  restricting-  importations  into  the  British  colonies 
in  Amencaa  Tessets  to  the  productions  of  the  United 
Stntesf  to  the  amendment  engrafted  upon  that  act  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  providing  that,  when  the  West 
India  colonies  should  be- opened,  tne  commercial  intcr- 
couRte  of  the  United  States  with  all  other  parts  of  tlie 
British  dominions  or  possesnons  should  be  len  on  a  foot- 


ing not  less  favorable  than  it  now  ist  and  to  the  act  not  ' 
specifying  the  terms  upon  which  British  Tesselt  conung 
from  the  Northern  colonies  should  be  admitted  to  entiy 
into  the  ports  of  the  United  States;  an  apprehensitm  was 
entertained  by  Uie  Government  of  Great  Britain,  that,  un> 
der  the  contemplated  arrangement,  claims  mig^t  be  set 
up  on  our  part,  inconsistent  with  the  propositions  submit- 
ted by  our  nunister,  and  with  the  terms  to  which  she  was 
willing  to  agree;  and  that  this  circumstance  led  to  expla- 
nations between  Mr.  McLane  and  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen, 
respecting  the  intention  of  Congreis,  and  the  true  con* 
struction  to  be  (prtn  to  the  act  rderred  to. 

To  the  interpretation  given  by  them  to  that  act,  I  did 
not  hesitate  to  agree.  It  was  quite  clear  that,  in  adopting 
the  amendment  referred  to.  Congress  could  not  havu 
intended  to  preclude  future  alterations  in  the  exiBting 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  other  parts  of 
the  Britirii  dcm^iiont;  and  the  supposition  that  the  oini>> 
sion  to-restrict,  in  terms,  the  importations  to  the  produc- 
tions of  the  country  to  which  the  vessels  belong,  ww 
intentional,  was  precluded  by  the  propositions  previously 
made  by  this  Government  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  and 
which  were  before  Congress  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of 
the  act;  by  the  principles  which  govern  the  mantune 
le^ilation  of  the  two  countries,  and  by  the  provinons  of 
the  existing  commercial  treaty  between  them. 

Actuated  by  this  ^w  of  the  subject,  and  convinced 
that  it  was  in  accordance  with  the  real  intentions  of  Con- 
gress, I  felt  it  my  duty  to  give  effect  to  the  arrangement, 
by  issuing  the  required  proclamation,  of  which  a  copy  is 
likewise  herewith  communicated. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WisHixsTos,  January  3,  1830. 

The  message  was  read,  and,  together  with  the  accom- 
panying documents,  were  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on 
Commerce,  and  6,000  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  tiien  adjourned. 

TmtsDAT,  jAirvAST  4. 

THE  FIFTH  CENSUS. 

Mr.  Sl'ORRS,  from  tite  select  committee  appinnted 
on  the  PrendenCs  message  relative  to  the  fifUi  census, 
reported  the  fbllowing  bill: 

"  Be  it  ejiacfed,  &c.  That  it  sliall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
such  of  the  assistants  to  the  marshals  in  the  respective 
States  and  Territories,  who  have  not,  before  the  passage 
of  this  act,  made  their  respective  returns  to  such  marshal, 
under  tlic  act  hereby  amended,  to  complete  their  enume- 
rations and  make  tlicir  returns  under  the  said  »ct,  nt  any 
time  before  the  Ist  day  June,  1831:  Provided,  Tliat 
nothing  herein  conbuned  shall  be  deemed  to  release  such 
assistants  from  the  penalties  contained  in  the  actafctrcsud, 
unless  their  returns  ^all  be  made  within  the  time  pre- 
scribed in  this  act." 

Mr.  STORRS  moved  that  the  bill  be  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  readiiigi  observing  that  there  were  but 
three  cases  of  failure  to  make  the  returns  within  the  re- 
quisite time  for  which  the  bill  was  intended  to  providet 
namely,  from  one  county  in  Tennessee,  one  county  in  In- 
diana, and  two  of  ths  wards  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Mr.  BFiLL,  of  Tennessee,  desired  to  know  whether  the 
pass;ige  of  the  bill  was  intended  to  interfere  with  the 
apportionment,  at  the  present  session,  of  the  ratio  of 
representation  under  the  new  census-,  because,  as  the 
Le^slature  of  Tennessee  sits  but  once  in  two  yearn,  a  post- 
ponement of  tiic  apportionment  would  prove,  inconveuicnt 
to  that  State,  and  he  found  tiiat  the  time  of  completing  the 
census,  and  making  returns,  was  extended  to  June  next. 

Mr.  STORRS  explained.  The  instructions  from  the 
Department  of  State  to  the  mnrslials  were  limited  to  tiie 
Ist  of  December  for  makinf;  their  returns  of  the  enume- 
ration.   The  liwtniction  was  such  a  one  as  no  clerk  in  tha 
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'department  oug^tto  hare  taken  upon  himself  to  issue; 
because,  although  the  law  itself  made  tliat  limitation  the 
instruction  from  the  department,  the  deputy  marshals 
would  probably  not  biire  ditcontimied  the  enumeration, 
as  appears  to  hare  been  the  case,  when  it  was  di8< 
covered  that  it  could  not  be  completed  within  the  precise 
time  fixed  by  the  act.  Having*  been  informed  by  the 
clerk  in  the  department  having  charge  of  the  business, 
that  no  return  would  be  received  after  the  Ist  of  Decem- 
ber, the  deputy  marshals  had  ceased  the  enumeration  at 
that  tune;  so  that  the  Secretary  of  State  must  now  have 
time  to  communicate  with  those  marshals  before  they  will 
resume  the  enumeration.  In  regard  to  the  apportion- 
ment of  representation  under  the  '  new  censuS)  this  bill 
ought  not  to  interfere  with  or  delay  that  object  at  all. 
In  1820,  the  returns  were  not  entirely  complete,  yet  the 
apportionment  was  fixed,  so  far  as  the  returns  were  re- 
ceived; and  afterwards,  when  the  addttional  returns  from 
Alabama  came  in,  a  supplemental  law  gave  that  State  the 
benefit  of  it  Mr.  8.  said  he  should,  in  a  veiy  few  days, 
move  to  take  up  the  apportionment  bill,  which  should  be 
passed  at  an  early  day,  or  the  delay  might  produce  to 
someoftlie  States  the  inconvenience  of  an  extra  session  of 
their  Legislature,  to  arrange  their  representation  under 
the  new  apponlonment. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  the 
fbUowin^r  words:  "unless  their  returns  dull  be  made 
within  the'time  prescribed  by  this  act*"  bat  the  amend- 
ment was  opposed  by  Mr.  STORKS,  and  was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  UAILEY,  the  following  additional 
proviso  was  added  to  the  bill: 

"AndpTovided further.  That  no  person  be  included  inthe 
returns  made  under  the  present  act,  unless  such  persons 
shall  have  been  inhabitants  of  the  districts  for  which  such 
returns  shall  be  made  on.  the  1st  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  tlurty." 

Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

THE  IMPEACHMENT. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  resolution 
aiibraitted  by  Mr.  HATxxson  the  23d  ultimo,  relative  to 
attcncUng  toe  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  its  adoption,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the 
House. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoptitm  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  69,  miys  118. 

Mr.  JOHNS  submitted  the  following: 

Jiaolved,  TImt  a  message  be  sent  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
House,  inrorming  the  Senate  that  tlie  House  of  Represen- 
tatives decline  further  attendance  during  the  trial  of  the 
impeachment  of  Judge  Peck. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  moved  to  add  to  the  resolution  the 
words,  ''  until  further  notice;"  which 

Hr-  J0)IN3  accepted  aa  a  modification  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
phraseology  of  the  resolution,  though  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  supply,  at  the  present  moment,  what  he  should 
consider  to  be  proper.  Something  like  this,  he  thought, 
would-be  correct:  That  notice  be  sent  to  the  Senate  that 
the  House  had  rescinded  the  resolution  formerly  adopted 
hy  it,  by  which  it  hsd  agreed  to  attend  the  tnal  of  the 
impeachment  of  Judge  Peck.  To  send  such  a  resolution 
as  that  proposed  bv  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  would 
be  to  tie  up  their  hands.  Though  all  along  opposed  to 
tlic  House  attending  the  trial,  yet  he  tliou^t  the  resolu* 
tion  offered  an  improper  one.  After  a  few  furtlicr  re- 
marks, Ut.  B.  said  that  no  gentleman  would  hereafter 
offer  ft  resolution  to  attend  the  trial,  unless  something  of 
interest  was  likely  to  take  place.  He  hoped  tliat  the  ' 
resection  vould  be  amended  something  in  the  manm'V ' 
he  Iwl  su^strd.  | 


Mr.  DRAYTON  said  that  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
observations  of  the  gentleman  wno  had  just  sat  down 
were  at  variance  with  the  object  be  appeared  to  have  in 
view.  If  the  course  M^geated  by  that  gentleman  should 
be  adopted,  the  Senate  would  be  led  to  believe  the 
House  ^d  not  agiun  intend  to  be  present  during  the  trial. 
If  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware, as  amended,  should  pass,  then  it  would  be  in  the 
power  of  the  House  at  any  time  to  attend,  and  the  Senate 
would  conrider  that  it  had  not  abandoned  the  trial.  He 
expressed  his  preference  fta  that  resolution.  He  had 
been  in  favor  of  tiie  resolution  first  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  HorrMAii,]  proposinjf  that 
the  House  ^ould  attend  at  the  opening  and  closuigof 
the  trial;  he  now  hoped  that  the  resolution  on  the  table 
would  prevail. 

Mr.  HAYNES  would  say  nothing  of  the  departure 
from  precedent,  nor  of  the  manifest  inconristen^y  of  the 
House.  He  hoped  it  would  hereafter  act  with  more  con- 
sistency, and  he  niggested  to  the  gentleman .  from  Dela- 
ware to  strike  out  the  words  **until  further  notice." 

Mr.  Jonirs  not  consenting,  Hr.  U.  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  ST0RR9,  Kew  York,  briedy  addressed  the 
Chair.  He  considered  that  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
would  he  an  indirect  way  of  abandoning  the  impeachment. 
The  House,  by  its  vote  of  to-day,  had  determined  that 
it  vould  not  attend  the  trialt  but  he  viibed  the  Senate 
to  be  notified  of  the  intentions  of  the  House  by  a  proper 
mcBsage.  He  should  vote  against  tlie  amendment,  with 
a  view  of  submitting  a  motion  to  strike  out  tlie  whole  of 
the  resolution  afler  the  word  "Resolved," and  insert  an 
amendment. 

The  qiicstioiY  was  then  put  on  striking  out  the  words 
"  until  furtlvcr  notice,"  and  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  STORRS  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
word  "  Resolved,"  and  to  insert— 

TTiat  the  managers  app<nnted  to  conduct  the  impeach 
ment  of  James  II.  Peck  be  instructed  to  attend  the 
trial  of  the  said  impeachment»  at  such  times  as  the  Senate 
shall  appoint  for  that  purpose?  and  tliat  the  attendance 
of  the  House  be  dispensed  with  until  otherwise  ordered 
by  the  House;  and  that  the  Clerk  communicate  this  reso- 
lution to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  JOHNS  had  no  objection  whatever  to  the  amend- 
ment. His  sole  object  was  to  give  notice  to  the  Senate 
of  the  course  which  the  House  had  taken.  He  accepted 
it  as  a  modification. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  asked  if  there  was  not  already  a  sepa- 
rate resolution,  passed  by  the  House,  instructii^  the  ma- 
nagers, to  the  same  eflect  as  the  above. 

The  SPEAKER  anwered  in  the  negative. 

The  quntion  was  tiien  put  on  the  adoption  of  flie  reso- 
lution as  amended,  and  dedded  inthe  affiniMtive,  without 
a  count. 

RAILROAD    FROM   BALTIMORE  ,T0  WASHIKG- 
TON. 

The  bill  authorizing  tlie  construction  of  a  lateral  branch 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  to  the  ci^  of  W«A- 
ington,  came  up  for  consideration  t  when 

Mr.  SEMME8  Mibnutted  the  foUowiim-  ftmendawnt: 

Skc.  1.  Jftd  be  iteaaeted,  Thatttie  sud  road  abail  be 
located  over  such  ground,  and  have  sueh  course  and 
direction,  as  engineers,  authorized  and  ^pointed  by  the 
Government,  shall  determine  and  advise. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  said  company  ^11 
not  make  any  hi^ier  diarges  for  tolls  on  transportation 
on  any  part  of  tlie  road  to  be  constructed  between  Balti- 
more and  the  District  of  Cohunbia,  than  are  sitlowed  by 
law  for  tolls  and  tranuMirtation  from  west  to  eaa^  on  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  rtulroad,  except  as  aothoriaed  by  the 
second  section  of  this  act. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  auteUdt  lliat  unlets  the  iwd  road  be- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


401 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


40^2 


BaUnad  from  JBakimon  to  Watkington. 


[H.  or  U. 


JxT.  4, 1831.} 


twecnBalUmoreftndthe  District  of  Columbia  is  commenc- 
ed within  one  jrear  from  the-psssage  of  thisact,  ttndfinished 
within  three  years  thereifter,  this  net,  and  all  the  privi- 
leges which  it  confers  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
Company,  shall  cease,  and  be  entirely  void  and  of  no  effect. 

Hr.  SEMMES  said,  it  became  hii  du^,  as  m€  of  the 
Bepresentatives  of  Harj'latid,  wUeh  has  bo  deep  vi  inte- 
rest in  the  proposed  measure,  to  make  a  few  brief  re- 
marks in  support  of  the  amendment  he  had  offered.  Not 
anticipating  that  this  bill  would  be  calledup  to-day,  said  he, 
I  regret  tfcit  I  have  not  had  time  for  reflection,  which 
would  enable  me  to  do  that  justice  to  the  subject  which 
its  great  importance  demands. 

This  is  a  {p-eat  national  work^  one  which  is  to  affect  the 
interest  of  the  whole  United  States  and^  therefbre  de- 
manda  our  most  serious  consideration;  and  it  becomes  the 
duty  of  Congress,  whilst  it  has  the  power,  to  bestow  that 
attention  which  will  enable  us  to  protect  and  promote  the 
interests  of  the  whole  country.  ' 

The  construction  "of  works  of  this  character  may,  in 
common  cases,  be  safely  confided  to  the  discretion  of  the 
corporation  which  has  charge  of  the  undertaking,  be- 
cause their  ptivate  and  individual  interest  is,  generally 
speaking,  the  surest  guaranty  of  their  fidelityt  but  the 
ease  now  under  consi^ration  forms  ah  exception  to  this 
^neral  rule.  The  work  in  question  ia  of  great  national 
importance,  and  promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  proflta- 
ble  investments  of  money  that  can  be  made  any  where 
in  thb  country;  whilst  many  rich  and  powci-ful  persons, 
with  great  resources  a  id  influence,  and  having  oppo«te 
and  conflicting  interests,  are  engaged  in  it,  and  have  the 
control  of  the  corporation  which  is  to  construct  it:  for 
these  gentlemen,  personally  and  individually,  I  have  great 
respect  and  would  as  soon  confide  in  their  integrity  and 
disinterestedness,  as  in  those  of  any  other  company  in 
existence;  but,  under  ejuating  circumstances,  it  becomes 
the  duty  of  Congress,  as  the  gu-irdians  of  the  public 
welfare,  to  give  such  adirectionto  the  proposed  improve- 
ment as  will  efTectually  promote  the  public  interest. 

The  amendment  I  oare  oflfered,  embraces  three  dis- 
tinct propontions.  The  flrst  is,  that  the  road  shall  be 
niade  in  such  manner  and  over  such  groimd,  and  in  such 
course  or  direction,  as  engineers  appointed  by  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  tJnited  States  shall  advise  and  deter- 
mine. To  this  proposition,  I  presume  there  can  be  no 
objection:  because  the  United  States' eng^eers  have  been 
largely  employed  in  locating  the  main  track  of  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  railroad,  and  may  safely  be  trusted  with 
the  location  of  thia  lateral  branch,  whilst  the  peculiar 
drcumstances  of  the  cue  under  consideration  render 
such  a  provision  indispensably  necessary.  The  tribunal 
which  is  to  decide  on  the  location  of  this  great  and  im- 
portant national  road,  ought  to  be  placed  above  the  reach 
and  even  above  the  suspicion  of  local  feeling  and  private 
interests,  mora  especially  since  there  are  so  many  con- 
flicting and  opposing  interests  engaged  in  the  undertaking. 
Take,  for  example,  the  Baltimore  end  of  the  proposed 
road;  three  <UtTerent  routes  are  spoken  of,  and  all  hare 
powerful  support  from  the  individuals  whose  local  and 
private  interests  are  to  be  affected  by  it. 

The  first  of  these  routes,  the  one  which  is  supposed 
to  be  the  most  direct,  will  cross  the  Patapsco  nver  at 
Elkridge  landing,  at  or  near  Smith's  bridge;  the  second 
will  cross  the  river  at  tlie  Patterson  viaduct,  and  the  third 
will  pass  by  Elllcotfs  mills.  Which  of  these  routes  ought 
to  be  preferred,  I  am  unable  to  say;  thereiaastrong  pwtjf 
in  favor  of  each  one,  and,  no  matter  which  ia  selected, 
there  will  be  much  dissatis&ction' and  complaint,  unless 
the  selection  be  made  by  some  independent  and  impartial 
tribunal  in  whom  all  have  confidence.  Such,  I  suppose, 
we  may  consider  ft  board  of  engineers  appointed  bv  the 
President  of  the  United  SUtes.  This  appears  to  be  almost 
the  only  Btcurity  we  have  that  Ac  location  will  be  made 

Voi.  VH.— 2S 


with  a  view  to  the  public  good,  and  the  public  good  only.  ^ 
Agun,  let  us  look  at  the  District  end  of  this  road,  and 
here  we  And  the  same  kind  of  difficulties  and  embarrass- 
ments. Whether  the  road  will  enter  Georgetown  or 
Washington,  or  at  what  pomt  of  either  city  it  will  enter, 
is  a  matter  of  doubt  and  uncertunty.  There  are  several 
practicable  routes,  aU  of  wliich  nave  their  advocates; 
and  at  present  it  ii  uncertain  whether  the  road  will  diverge 
tQ  the  west,  and  pass  through  Anne  Arundel  and  Montgo- 
mery to  Georgetown,  or  whether  the  facilities  for  con- 
struction are  auch  aa  to  permit  it  to  proceed  in  nearly  a 
direct  line  to  this  ciiy,  where,  in  my  humble  opinion,  it 
ought  to  come,  if  practicable;  but  of  one  thing  we  are 
certain,  that  each  interest  will  endeavor  to  have  tnat  route 
selected,  which  will  b«t  promote  its  own  particular  views. 
Such,  sir,  is  the  nature  oif  man,  and  we  may  talk  as  much 
as  we  please  about  patriotism  and  disinterestedncas,  but 
self-interest  is  the  great  moving  principle  which  governs 
mankind,  and  most  of  us  will  obey  its  impulses. 

I  confess  that  I  do  not  even  pretend  to  rise  above  this 
feeling,  but,  like  other  men,  am  anxious  to  promote  what 
I  believe  to  be  the  best  interests  of  those  who  sent  me 
here.  I  believe  that,  on  examination  by  competent  per- 
sons, the  most  advantageous  route  will  be  found  to  pass 
through  the  very  heart  of  my  district,  and  will  advance 
the  local  interests  of  my  constituents;  believing- this,  as 
well  as  for  general  reasons  of  a  pubhc  nature,  I  am  anx- 
ious that  an  impartial  and  independent  tribunal,  which 
has  no  local  interests  or  local  feelings  to  gratify,  shall  de- 
signate the  route;  and  if  I  am  disappointed,  I  will  most 
cheerfully  submit,  and  I  risk  nothing  in  making  tlie  same 
pledge  for  those  I  represent.  The  House  will  perceive 
by  the  bill,  that  tliis  raad  is  also  intended  for  thc'tninspor- 
tation  of  the  United  Slates'  mailt  Oiia  increases  the  inte- 
rest of  the  Government  in  the  undertaking,  and  is  a  strong 
argument  in  favor  of  the  amendment  I  have  offered,  be- 
cause, if  it  be  intended  fur  a  mail  route,  the  saving  of  a 
few  miles  is  of  immense  importance. 

The  second  proportion  is,  that  there  shall  be  no  hlghci^ 
charges  for  tolls  or  transportation  than  are  allowed  by  law 
to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  for  tolls 
or  transportation  from  west  to  east.  .  This  requires  some 
explanation.  By  the  charter  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  Company,  different  rates  of  toll  are  allowed. 
From  west  to  east,  they  are  limited  to  one  cent  a  ton  per 
mile  for  toll,  and  three  cents  a  ton  per  mile  for  transporta- 
tion, while,  from  east  to  west,  they  have  the  power  to 
charge  three  cents  a  ton  per  mile  for  toll,  and  the  same  for 
transportation— making  an  average  difference  of  fifty  pjer 
cent.  Thia  was  right  and  proper  in  the  original  charter. 
The  work  is  the  most  splendid  and  important  of  any  thing 
of  the  kind,  of  which  we  have  any  account,  requiring 
great  resources  and  much  riek,  and,  after  all,  could  only  be 
regarded  at  the  time  as  an  experiment  of  doubtfUl  charac- 
ter. Under  these  discouraging  circumstances,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  grant  a  strong  and  uberal  charter,  holding  forth 
great  inmicements  to  men  of  capital  and  science  to  em- 
bark in  the  enterprise;  whilst  the  great  difficuWea  to  be 
encountered  in  making  the  road  frooi  Baltimore  to  the 
Ohio,  and  the  large  expenditure  necessaty  to  procure  the 
en^nes,  vehicles,  and  other  fixtures,  to  transport  heavy 
articles  up  a  continued  ascent  over  the  mountains,  induced 
the  Legislature  of  Marj'land  to  grant  this  additional  fifty 
per  cent,  aa  a  fair  remuneration  for  the  additional  trouble 
and  expense.  But  nmilar  reasons  do  not  now  exist.  The 
prop<Hed  road  will  pass  dirough  comparatively  a  level 
cmintry.  The  expenses  of  construction  will  be  moderate, 
and  the  necessaty  vehicles  and  propelling  power  can  be 
easily  and  cheaply  obtained;  therefore,  the  lowest  rate  of 
tolls  and  transpoi-tation  allowed  to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  Company  will  be  an  ample  remuneration  for  the 
money  and  labor  expended,  and  will  render  this  the  most 
valuable  investment  now  to  be  made  ,in.tiie  Unitad  States, 

Digitized  by  L^OOg  IC 


403 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


404 


H.  or  R.] 


Assay  of  Gold. — Quation  of  Order. — llUnoSt  Canal. 


tJAJf.  4,  1831. 


The  tmveUing-  on  this  route  is  already  immense ;  and  when 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  ia  completed,  and  tliis 
District  filled  with  a  population  pr(}bably  greater  than 
that  of  the  city  of  New  York,  the  travel  and  transporta- 
tion will  so  greatly  increase,  tiut  1  know  of  no  improve- 
ment of  the  kind,  that  is  likely  to  prove  so  valuable  to  the 
proprietors. 

The  third  propoEitiou  which  I  have  submitttd,  directs 
the  time  when  the  road  shall  commence  and  be  completed; 
and  provides,  that  all  the  riehts  and  privilege  conferred 
by  thU  bill  shall  be  forfeited  by  non-compliance.  It  ma^ 
appnir  rather  invidious  to  place  the  company  under  this 
restriction,  and  I  would  not  do  ao,  if  I  did  not  believe 
that  such  a  course  is  strictly  correct,  and  not  only  correct, 
but  due  to  the  best  interests  of  tlie  country. 

This  contemplated  road  ia  a  ^eat  public  highway,  of 
importance  to  the  whole  country,  and  ought  to  be  con- 
itnicted  as  soon  as  possible  for  the  public  convenience; 
at  the_  same  time,  it  holds  forth  great  advantages  to  the 
proprietors.  It  ia  right  and  proper  that  the  Baltimore 
andT  Ohio  Bailroad  Company  should  have  the  power  to 
construct  it  if  they  please.  Thc-y  are  the  pioneers  in  this 
valuable  species  of  internal  improvement,  which  is  likely 
to  produce  an  entire  change  in  our  internal  commerce, 
and  even  to  change  the  face  of  the  interior  of  the  whole 
country.  Their  public  spirit  and  enterprise  have  seldom 
if  ever  been  equalled,  and  never  surpassed;  and  they  have 
embarked  their  private  fortunes  to  a  very  large  amount, 
in  what  at  the  time  was  centered  but  at  best  a  doubt- 
ful experiment)  and  tlfey  have  zealously  and  ably  pushed 
forward  thia  great  work,  till  success  is  no  longer  doubt- 
ful; but  alUiough  it  will  prove  a  blessing  to  tlie  counti-y  at 
large,  such  have  been  the  almost  insurmountable  difficul- 
ties they  have  had.  to  contend  with,  and  so  grent  the  ex- 
penditure of  money,  which  is  usually  the  cose  wltli  a  first 
undertaking,  that  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  will  prove  pro- 
fitable to  the  stockholders.  For  these  reasons,  sir,  when  wc 
are  now  about  to  construct  an  addition  to  tlua  great  work, 
we  ought,  as  liberal  and  generous  representatives  of 
the  nation,  to  confer  the  power  on  the  same  company, 
who  have  acted  as  pioneers  in  the  great  undertaking,  in 
onler  that  the  certam  profits  which  will  arise  fi-om  the  one 
work,  may  remunerate  .my  losses  which  they  may  Buffer 
by  the  other,  which,  whether  it  prove  profitable  or  im- 
profitable  tq  the  stockholders,  will  certainly,  when  com- 

&letcd,  and  I  consider  that  now  certain,  prove  a  national 
leasing.  Uut  still  this  amendment  is  necessary.  Some 
unforeseen  occurrence  may  prevent  the  construction  of  this 
rood  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kailroad  Company;  if  such 
should  unfortunately  prove  to  be  the  case,  we  ouglit  to  i-e- 
servc  tlic  power,  and,  af\cr  a  reasonable  time,  confer  the 
same  privileges  on  some  other  company,  that  will  speedily 
construct  the  work;  and  there  is  no  danger,  even  If  it  be- 
comes necessary  for  the  Legislature  to  create  a  new  cor- 
poration for  the  purpose,  but  ttiat  the  whole  subscription 
can,  at  any  time,  be  obtained  in  the  city  of  Baltimope,  in 
twenty-four  hours.  Money  is  cheap  and  plenty — it  is  dilH- 
cult  to  find  pi-ofitablc  investments,  and  tliia  scheme,  as  I 
have  before  stated,  promises  to  be  very  profitable,  and 
will  be  eagerly  sought  aAcr. 

ASSAY  OF  GOLD. 

Mr.  CARSON  offered  a  resolution  providing  that  a  com- 
mittee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing an  assay  office  in  the  gold  regions  of  North 
Carolina- 

Mr.  FOSTER  suggested  that  Georgia  also  should  be 
aihlcilto  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  say 
•*thc  gold  regions  in  the  Soutlu" 

Mr.  HAYNGS  thought  that rathertOo  extensive  a  range. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Soutli  Carolina.  We  can  find  a  little 
gokl  in  our  State.  Suppose  wc  add  South  Carolina,  too. 


The  resolution  was  finally  adopted,  with  th£.  terms, 
"gold  regions  of  the  SouUi;"  sod  the  number  of  the 
committee  directed  to  be  five. 
The  special  order  of  tiie  day  having  been  announced, 
Mr.  VERPLANCK  inoved  that  they  be  postponed,  with 
a  view  of  ^ing  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  die  Union,  to  take  up  certun  appropriation  bill%  which 
it  WAS  of  importance  to  pass. 

QUESTION  OF  ORDER. 

Tlie  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House  went  into 
Comouttee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Polk  in  the  chur,  and 
took  up  the  bill  "making  appropriations  for  carrying  into 
effect  certun  Indian  treaties." 

Noamendment  being  offered  to  the  bill,  it  was  laid  aside, 
and  the  committee  then  took  up  tlie  bill  for  closing  cer- 
tain accounts,  and  "  making  appropriations  for  arrearages 
in  the  Indian  Department," 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  stated  the  object  of  the  bill;  and 
no  amendment  being  offered,  the  consnittee  was  about  to 
rise;  when 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to  authorize 
tlie  construction  of  three  schooners  for  the  service  of  the 

United  States. 

The  Chairman  decided  that  the  motion  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  said  that  when  the  House  was  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  any  bill 
might  be  called  up  which  liad  been  referred  to  it,  and  he 
thoiiglithiB  motion  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  rose,  and  sustained  the  Chair  m  its  de- 
cision. The  special  orders  of  the  day  had  been  postponed 
for  the  purpose  of  going  into  Committee  of  tlic  Whole, 
to  take  up  certain  bills.  They  had  been  acted  on,  and 
the  committee  should  now  rise. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  stated  distinctly  the  motion  he  had 
Hitbinitted;  and  the  Clerk  read  tlic  entry  he  had  made  on 
liis  book. 

Mr.  HAYNES  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair, 
and  addressed  the  committee  at  some  length  in  support  of 

his  appeul,  and  what  he  conaidered  the  proper  course. 
Mr.  HOI'FMAN  withdrew  his  motion;  but 
Mr.  HAYNKS  insisted  on  his  appeal  from  the  decision 

of  tlie  Cliair. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  as  tiie  motion  had  been  with- 
drawn which  gave  rise  to  the  appeal,  the  appeal  fell  of 
course. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  two  biHs, 
and  they  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  m  third  reading 
to-moiTow. 

ILLINOIS  CANAL. 

The  bin  "authorizing  a  change  in  the  disposal  of  land 
granted  for  the  Illinois  and  Mi>.-hig-jin  canal"  was  next 
tuken  up. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  in  the 
case  having  been  read, 

Mr.  McCOY  said,  that  wlien  the  land  on  each  side  of  the 
proposed  canal  was  granted,  some  years  ago,  it  was  stuted 
to  be  very  valuable;  now,  it  was  discovered  not  to  be  so 
good  as  was  expected.  The  land  certainly  was  not  worth 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acu*,  and  yet  it  was 
proposed  by  the  bill  to  take  it  back,  and  give  scrip  for  it, 
which  would  purchase  good  land.  He  was  luiwilliiig  tliat 
the  House  shoidd  pass  the  bill,  and  thus  sanction  a  measure 
which  he  [Mr.  McC]  could  not  approve. 

Mr.  lUVtX,  of  Ohio,  (in  the  absence  of  the  chairman 
of  the  committee,)  stated  the  object  of  the  bill.  He  said, 
that,  about  the  year  1822,  a  survey  was  made  by  order  of 
the  State  of  Illinois,  of  the  country  ly  ngbetween  Chicago, 
on  the  southerly  bend  of  I^ke  Michigan,  and  the  head  of 
steamboat  navigation  on  the  Illinpis  river,  and  tluit  the 
country  between  those  places  was  foiiiid  to  be  well  adapted 
for  canalliHg — the  distance  from  ninety' to  one  hundred 
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nuleSi  and  the  cott  of  construction  about  seven  hyndred 
thoiutuid  doUan.  In  the  year  1822,  and  previoui  to  the 
mmcf  made  bjr  IlltiKHS,  Congress,  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance of  the  work,  passed  an  act  pvin^  authority  to 
that  State  to  construct  the  canal  throu^  the  public  lands, 
and  reserved  from  sale  ninety  feet  of  land  on  each  side  of 
the  canal  for  the  use  of  the  State.  In  th«  year  182r,  an- 
other act  wu  passed  by  Congress,  giving  to  the  State  of 
Illinois*  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  State  in  opening  the 
canal,  a  quantity  of  land,  equal  to  one-half  of  five  scctioits 
in  width  on  each  aide  of  the  canal. 

The  Coomittee  on  the  Publi^  Lands,  at  the  last  sesnon 
of  Congress,  considering  the  immense  advantages  that 
roust  result  to  the  United  States  by  the  completion  of  the 
proposed  inqirorement,  reported  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration. It  proposed  the  issuing  of  scrip,  upon  a  siir- 
render  of  the  land  which  had  previously  been  granted  to 
the  State  of  Illinois;  but  to  guard  aeatnst  the  improper  use 
of  that  scrip,  but  fifty  thousand  dollars  could  be  issued  at 
say  one  timet  A  was  made  tiie  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treisuiy  of  the  United  States,  before  he  inued  a  fui^ 
tber  quantity  of  scrip,  to  satisfy  himself  that  the  previous 
pant  had  been  exclusively  expended  in  the  construction 
of  the  canal.  The  bill,  in  fiic^  proposed  an  exchange  of 
scrip  for  land,  and,  if  the  work  was  successfully  prosecuted, 
it  would  increase  the  value  of  the  lands  in  its  vicinity,  and 
the  United  States  unght  be  greatly  the  guners  intlie  end, 
eren  if  it  were  consider^  a  mere  matter  of  speculation. 

The  subject  was  to  be  rlewfed  in  another  Kent :  the  canal 
once  coupleted,  it  would  lead  enugranta  to  tAe  that  direc- 
tion, to  setUe  the  vast  tracts  of  uncultivated  knd  in  that 
section  of  the  country.  There  were,  perhaps,  not  less  than 
thirty  to  thirty-five  millions  cf  acres  in  Missouri;  nofmore 
than  a  nuUton  and  a  half  of  which  probably  had  been  sold. 
In  the  State  of  lUinob,  an  immense  pioportinn  of  the 
public  domain  was  yet  undisposed  of;  and  in  that  part  of 
the  Michigan  Territory,  commonly  called  the  Huron  coun- 
try, the  Government  held  lands  to  an  unknown  extent. 
Without  this  improvement,  the  settlement  of  this  vast  tract 
of  country  would  be  retarded;  but  let  the  canal  be  once 
completed,  and  the  spirit  of  enterprise  would  be  seen  ex- 
tending itself  in  that  direction,  and  numberless  emigrants 
would  pour  mto  the  country-  if  we  add  these  advantages 
to  the  increased  value  of  the  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
proposed  work-^f  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  went 
upon  the  calculation  of  pertce  and  farthings,  here  was  to 
be  realixed  a  great  gain.  Prom  Sackett*s  Harbor  to  the 
southerly  bend  of  I^e  Michigan,  there  was  a  continuous 
intercourse  of  about  eleven  degrees  of  longitude  through 
the  Northern  and  Northwestern  lakes;  on  the  southern 
shores  of  which,  the  lands  were  of  ^food  qtulity,  the  set- 
tlement of  which  was  rapidly  increasing;  and  the  day  was 
not^aUnt,  when  trade  would  be  carrieii  on  in  Aat  section 
of  the  United  States  to  a  great  cktent  It  WM  but  a  few 
years  rioce  there  were  but  two  Ar  three  vessels  engaged 
in  the  trade  of  Lake  Rrie,  and,  from  informttion  re- 
ceived from  an  honorable  member  from  Pennsytnnia, 
some  seven  or  eight  steamboats,  and  probably  less  than 
one  hundred  and  fifly  brigs  and  schooners,  were  now  en- 
gaged in  the  trade  of  that  lalr.e.  If  the  waters  of  Michi- 
gan were  united  with  those  of  the  Mississippi,  it  would  be 
matter  of  incalculable  importance  in  both  a  tniUtary  and 
comom^nal  ^nt  of  view.  Under  these  considerations, 
he  was  surprised  to  find  the  venerable  member  from  Vlr- 

S'nia  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The  object  of 
e  bill  wis  a  national  one,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
^re  it  its  sanction  a«  such.  Let  not  Uie  object  be  con- 
sidered in  the  light  of  a  ba^un,  but  Irt  the  ViH  be  sup- 
ported with  more  noble  views. 

Mr.  MARTIN,  of  South  Carolina,  SMd  it  was  not  the 
first  time  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  McCot]  had 
^lued  the  House  under  obligatitms  by  odfing-  their  atten- 
tion to  bills  of  tUs  chuaeta>,  andhe  for  one  would  tender 


htm  his  acknowledgments  for  Uie  present  service.  Very 
few  words  of  exphmation,  he  said,  would  place  the  Bouse 
in  posscsuon  of  all  tlie  facts  necessary  to  a  proper  under- 
standing of  this  subject,  and  very  tittle  else  than  such  an 
understanding,  he  flattered  himself,  was  necessary  to 
defeat  ttuB  bill. 

Some  years  ago,  he  said.  Congress,  on  Uie  application 
of  Illinois,  showing  tlie  great  importance  of  a  canal  uniting 
the  Illinois  river  with  the  watern  of  Michifran,  granted  to 
tiiat  State'three  hundred  thousand  acres  <u  land  in  alter* 
nate  sections,  lying  on  ntber  side  of  tiie  proposed  canal, 
to  enable  the  State  to  construct  it  What  progress  has 
been  made,  if  any,  in  the  execution  of  the  work,  we  are 
not  informed,  nor  is  it  very  material  to  this  investigation. 
But  afVer  the  lapse  of  several  years,  and  after  a  sale  of 
part  of  the  land,  he  would  not  say  the  best  of  it,  for  he 
was  unacquainted  with  the  quality  of  any  of  the  land 
granted,  (on  that  point  all  would  draw  their  own  inferen- 
cei^)  we  arc  told  tlie  babnce  of  the  land  is  unsaleable,  the 
grant,  in  foct^  valueless,  and  the  canal  cannot  be  con- 
structed for  the  want  of  fnnds.  Hie  object  of  the  bill, 
therefore,  is,  that  the  Government  shall  tsxe  back  the  land 
atone  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  peracre.  to  be  paid,  to 
be  sure,  in  scrip,  issued  by  the  tiovemment,  which  is  to 
be  i-eceivable  at  the  land  offices  for  debta  due  on  pur- 
chases of  public  lands  instead  of  cash.  These  are  the 
facts  iind  such  are  tbe  objccto  of  the  bill. 

He  would  nolanimadvert  on  the  norel^  of  die  proposed 
scheme — one  wnich,  be  believed,  was  without  precedent 
in  tliis  country,  under  similar  circumstances,  k  is  enough 
that  tliere  are  other  objections  to  it.  The  argument  most 
relied  on,  is,  tlut  when  the  canal  shall  have  been  com- 
pleted, and  some  say  as  soon  as  it  is  commenced,  the  lands 
of  the  United  States,  on  ita  borders^  will  be  increased 
several  hundred  per  cent,  in  value;  tbatitwill,  therefore, 
be  a  pDutive  and  specific  benefit  to  the  Guvernment.  %\t, 
the  very  same  argument  was  urged  when  the  ^rant  ^  tbe 
land  was  sought;  and  it  has  been  used  in  this  House  in 
every  instance  where  a  nmilar  application  has  been  made. 
The  alternate  sections  reserved  by  the  United  States,  we 
were  told,  would  be  so  much  increased  in  value  by  the 
canal,  that  the  United  States  were  to  be  gainers  and  not 
losers  by  Uie  donation.  These  arguments  have  been 
found  to  be  fallacious.  With  all  the  advantages  antici- 
patedi  and  all  the  ideal  value  attached  to  these  lands,  by 
the  intended  canal,  Illinois  has  not  been  able  to  dispose  mm 
them  at  the  lowest  Government  price.  If  they  will  be- 
come so  valuable,  it  is  important  to  the  State  to  retain 
them:  this  bill  will  do  the  State  great  injustice,  by  a  re- 
cession of  them.  It  may  sometimes  happen,  but  instances 
are  rare,  that  both  parties  to  a  contract  realize  profits. 
The  Uiuted  States  have  nov  more  lands  than  th^  can 
sell.  You  have  no  use  foir  the  money  arising  fhnn  tiw 
sales  of  the  public  don^n,  in  the  opinion  of  some  gen- 
tlemen; and  you  have  now  a  bill  on  your  table  to  appro- 
priate the  proceeds  to  the  purposes  of  education  among 
the  several  States.  And  yet  this  bill  is  to  make  the  Go- 
vernment a  buyer  instead  of  a  seller  of  lands:  a  buver, 
too,  of  huids,  not  at  their  value,  but  at  a  certain  fixed 
price,  when  no  one  knows  whether  they  be  worth  a 
fourth  of  the  sum.  Gentlemen  must  antiopate—tiunr  can- 
not but  foresee,  to  what  the  passage  of  t^is  bill  will  lead. 
From  every  quarter  where  grants  of  this  description  have 
been  made,  and  the  grantees  have  not  reaUzed  the  amount 
they  had  hoped  fat,  applications  of  the  same  Und  will  be 
made.  Some,  for  the  whole  amount  in  money,  [not  in 
scrip,  as  in  the  present  instuice,]  and  otiiers,  that  you  will 
give  them  money  for  all  lands  which,  by  reason  ita  ste- 
rility, or  ita  local  situation,  they  have  been  unable  to  sell. 
There  is  no  claim  on  our  justice  in  this  applicatim — there 
is  less  on  the  Itberali^  or  the  House. 

Mr.  MARTIN  aud  he  had  purposely  avoided  saying  an^ 
ttdngmtiiepotieyoeimpolicgroftfieoriginBl  grant.  Uis 
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opinions  were  known  on  such  stibjects.  Nor  would  he 
caU  in  question  those  riglits  which  mtnt,  if  not  aU,  woidd 
admit  were  vested  in  fte  grantees.  He  assented  to  their 
enjoyment,  such  as  they  were?  but  he,  for  one,  would  not 
fix  an  additional  charge  on  the  country,  and  strike  out  a 
new  pohcy,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  to  them  addition-, 
al  favor. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Mabti!»,  that  it 
was  true  the  bill  proposed  an  exchai^e  of  the  lands  for 
scrip,  which  was  equal,  or  nearly  equal  to  casli.  He 
thought,  too,  as  strange  aa  the  reasoning  appeared  to  that 
gentteman,  ^at  it  was  susceptible  of  proof,  that  both  x>ar. 
ties  will  be  benefited  by  tlie  passage  of  this  bill;  taking 
it  for  granted  that  the  United  States  lias  a  deep  interest 
in  the  construction  of  this  great  work,  or  Congress  would 
not  have  made  the  grant  of  land  in  question.    !t  only  re- 
mains to  be  shown,  that  the  donation,  or  appropriation, 
cannot  be  used  without  great  loss,  and  that  uie  State  hfts 
not  resources  to  progress  in  the  work  without  this  oanst- 
ance.    To  satisfy  gentlemen  of  the  propriety  of  the 
bill  beftre  the  House,  Mr.  D.  sud,  before  he  proceeded, 
be  would  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Viiginia,  [Mr.  Mc- 
Coy,] that  ne  had  the  best  authority  for  saying  tliat  the 
whole  of  the  land  proposed  to  be  surrendered  was  of  good 
quality,  and  iiot  such  as  he  iiAag^ned  it  to  be.    Mr.  D. 
said  that  an  unsuccessful  attempt  had  been  made  to  sell 
the  land,  but  the  failure  to  sell  was  not  on  account  of  the 
quality  of  the  soil,  or  the  ntualion  at  the  land,  but  it  was 
owing  to  tlie  fact  of  there  being  no  encouragement  held 
out  to  settlers  to  go  on  and  improve  it,  or  the  United 
States'  land  in  the  vicinity.    He  said,  this  land  was  not  as 
favorably  situated  in  that  respect  as  the  other  public  lands, 
for  it  was  reserved  from  sale  by  law,  and  of  course  no  one 
would  venture  to  settle  on  or  improve  land,  without  a 
hope  of  ever  owning  it.    Mr.  U.  said,  gentlemen  in  this 
House  i^peared  to  think  that  all  lands  of  equal  ^ualit^ 
and  situation  ought  to  sell  for  the  tame  price,  but  in  tlus 
tiwy  were  greatly  mistaken.    He  said  that  improvements 
ana  good  society  gave  value  to  land;  if  that  was  not  the 
case,  he  asked,  wfiy  were  not  all  tlie  wild  lands  already 
sold?    Mr.  D.  said  he  had  heard  much  siud  against  the 
■cpi«tters,astheyarecalled,on  the  public  land,  but  he  did 
not  hesitate  in  affinrdog  tlut  they  aad  been  the  means  of 
•elUng  moe-tenths  of  all  the  land  that  had  been  sold  by 
the  Government.  He  said  that  it  was  the  hardy,  enterpris- 
ing, poor  man  that  first  ventured  into  the  wilderness,  and 
sunered  all  the  privations  and  dangers  incident  to  such  an 
enterprise,  who,  acting  as  pioneers,  were  followed  by  the 
more  fortunate  or  weidthy,  and  too  often  deprived  by 
tiiem  of  their  homes,  and  driven  further  and  further  into 
the  woods.  Mr.  D.  believed  that  the  lands  would  increase 
greatly  in  tsIuc,  whenever  the  work  was  done;  but  he 
knew  the  8tat«  had  no  means  of  effecting  it,  without  a 
sale  of  them,  unle«tl^  hill  should  pass;  and  if  they  were 
■old  atalow  price,  (and  he  bcUeved  they  could  not  be  sold 
for  any  other  at  present.)  he  was  fearnil  the  canal  would 
not  be  made  for  many  years.    Mr.  D.  asked  if  it  would 
be  conustent  with  sound  policy,  or  any  prindple  of  poh- 
tical  economy,  for  Congress  to  permit  such  a  result,  when 
it  would  be  so  easy  to  prevent  it  without  loss,  to  say  tlie 
least  of  it|  hut,  for  lus  part,  he  believed  that  the  General 
Government  had  all  to  gain,  and  nothing  to  lose,  by  the 
prQvisons  of  this  bill;  by  its  passage,  the  funds  or  lands 
appropriated  by  the  Government  will  be  rendered  availa- 
ble, and  the  State  will  be  able  to  accomplisli  the  work  in 
a  very  few  years.- 

Mr.  D.  went  into  a  lengthy  argument  to  show  tlie  ad- 
vantages  of  thia  canal  in  increasing  the  value  and  sales  of 
the  public  landsi  all  of  which,  he  said,  for  near  fifty  miles 
south,  and  for  an  immeasured  distance  north,  was  still  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  and  had  not  even  been 
brotwbt  into  market.  He  said  the  report  which  he-sub- 
nuttea  with  the  bill  gave  a  description  of  the  canal,  and 


showed  not  only  the  praeticabilihr  of  making  it,  but  the 
vast  importance  of  it  m  a  national  point  of  view.  He  said 
that  there  never  was  a  work  of  internal  improvement  in 
any  country,  which  promised  so  great  a  bendit  at  so  small 
an  expense.  He  sojd  that  it  would  at  once  open  a  free 
commercial  intercovirse  from  New  Orleans  to  New  York 
and  Quebec,  a  distance  of  more  than  two  thousand  five 
hundred  miles,  passing  through  the  most  fertile  country 
in  the  world,  and  through  every  climate  which  is  found 
between  the  poles,  from  norUi  to  south. 

Mr.  VINTON  was  desirrais  to  vote  for  the  bill,  and 
stated  that  the  dii&culfy  under  vhieh  he  labored  was  not 
such  as  had  been  stated  by  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia 
and  South  Carolina.    The  amount  of  scrip  on  lands  pro- 

Eosed  to  be  given  was  nothing  in  his  way — he  would  wil- 
ngly  give  double.  His  great  objection  was,  that  It  would 
be  asacrifice  of  the  fund;  for  he  was  confident  that  the  landa 
would  all  go  into  the  hands  of  speculators.  The  biU  pro- 
posed virtually  to  buy  three  hundred  thousand  acres  of 
tend  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  smd  give  her  scrip  for  il^ 
with  which  she  could  go  into  Ihe  market,  and  purchase  the 
best  of  lands.  The  country  was  a  wilderness:  the  poor 
or  middling  men,  as  they  would  not  receive  cash  for  their 
labor,  but  scrip,  would  never  be  able  to  enter  into  con- 
tracts for  constructing  the  work,  and  of  consequence  the 
contrncts  would  all  he  taken  by  wealthy  spccuUtors,  who 
could  afford  to  carry  on  the  work,  and  uy  out  of  their 
money  for  a  time.  Hence  it  would  result  that  the  -whole 
competition  would  lay  between  these  wealthy  speculators; 
and  as  the  job  would  not,  as  he  had  said,  be  a  cash  one» 
it  would  cost  eight  or  ten,  thousand  dollars  to  complete 
one  section,  (while  for  cash  it  might  be  done  for  one- 
fourth  that  amount,)  and  eventually  all  the  lands  would 
come  into  the  possesion  of  the  men  to  whom  he  bad  allud- 
ed. After  some  further  remarks  elucidatory  of^  his  views, 
Mr.  y.  sud,  that,  if  the  bill  could  be  thrown  into  a  di^e 
to  obviate  his  objections,  he  would  cheerfully  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  MERCER  then  took  the  floor,  and  in  a  meech  of 
some  length  replied  to  the  objections  raised  by  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  bill.  He  concluded  by  moving  to  amend  n 
proviso  of  the  hill;  (the  exact  motion  our  Reporter  could 
not  obtain;)  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  who  wished  to  give  further 
time  for  tlie  examuiation  of  the  subject, 
Tlie  Houae  octjoumed. 

Wibhusat,  JaifUAKT5. 

Mr.  TUCKER  subnutted  the  following  resolntions, 
which  he  intended  to  offer  as  an  amendment  to  the  junt 
resolution  reported  by  Mr.  HcDimts,  to  amend  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  when  that  resolution 
shall  come  up  for  conuderation : 

Beaolved,  That  no  person  who  shall  hereafter  be  elected 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  accept  the 
same,  or  exerdse  the  powers  thereof,  shall  be  sgMn  cligi* 
hie  to  said  office. 

Jteaohed,  That  any  person  who  shall  be  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  Uiuted  States  after  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1833,  sh^l  hold  his  ofBce  for  the  term  of  five  yean. 

PAT  OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Mr.  CHILTON,  of  Ky.  submitted  the  ft>lknri]igrea61aticm: 
liesobxd.  That  the  Committee  on  tiie  Public  Expendi- 
tures be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
adopting  some  regulation  by  which  members  of  each 
branch  of  tlie  National  Legislature  shall  receive  the  al- 
lowance of  eight  dollars  per  day  only  for  the  number  of 
days  tjS  each  session  on  which  they  slull  have  been  in  ac- 
tual attendance  upon  the  service  of  the  House  to  which 
they  may  belong — unless  absent  by  reason  of  sickness,  or  by 
leaveofthe  House,  or  when  the  same  shall  notbeinaea»on. 

Mr.  CHILTON  stud  that,  in  offering  this  resohition,  he 
felt  himself  placed  ia  circumstances  of  peculiar  deUcacy  aa 
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to  particular  facts  which  appear  to  him  to  have  call. 
ed  for  such  an  inquiry  as  it  pn^Maes.  But  the  fbunib' 
tion  of  prindple  on  which  he  bottomed  it,  was  one  which 
he  could  submit  to  tlie  House  without  the  least  reserve  or 
dellcacjr.  Ht.  C.  then  quoted  from  the  rules  of  the  House 
the  fiftieth  rule,  which  is  in  the  followin|r  words:  "No 
member  shall  absent  himself  from  the  service  of  the  House 
unless  he  baVe  leave,  or  be  «ck  and  unable  to  attend." 
Under  tlui  rule  of  the  House,  it  was  obviously  as  much  the 
duty  of  one  member  a«  of  another,  and  equally  the  duty  of 
all,  to  be  in  attendance^  unleli  when  abaeut  by  reaaoo  of 
wckneaa  or  by  leave  of  the  Houae.  Mr.  C.  aaid,  he  de- 
signed not,  so  fiu  as  it  operated  on  the  lensUtion  of  the 
'  House,  to  give  to  the  proceedings  under  this  resolution  a 
retrospective  operation.  If  it  has  been  the  practice  of 
any  member  of  this  House,  or  of  the  other  House,  to 
absent  himself  from  the  House  without  leave  of  the 
House,  and  without  being  detained  therefrom  by  sickness; 
and  if,  while  atten^g  to  private  business  of  his  own,  he 
has  been  receiving  the  same  pay  as  those  who  were  con- 
stant in  tlieir  attendance  on  the  House,  then,  said  Mr.  C, 
I  should  consider  such  practice  not  only  a  violation  of  this 
rule,  but  a  direct  violation  of  duty.  Mr.  C.  adverted  to 
the  difference  of  situation  of  members  of  this  House  from 
different  parts  of  the  country.  Gentlemen  from  the  West 
were  far  distant  from  the  endeannenU  of  home,  and,  if 
tbey  were  prafesnonal  men,  from  the  courU  which  they 
were  accustomed  to  attend.  They  cannot  take  hotse,  or 
any  other  convenience  for  travelling,  and  go  frwm  this 
House  to  attend  their  courts.  No,  sir,  whilst  othen  may 
do  this,  they  are  left  here  to  attend  upon  the  business  of 
the  nation,  until  the  termination  of  the  session  enables 
them  to  return  home,  and  they  are  entitied  for  so  doing 
to  the  cunpenaation  which  the  law  allows.  But,  if  the 
case  should  ever  occiu-  of  members  absenting  themselves 
from  the  House,  attending  to  printe  buuness,  it  is  wrong 
that  tbey  should  recuve  cmnpensation  as  though  they  had 
been  in  regular  attendance.  Mr.  C.  said  be  was  not  ap- 
prehensive tiwt,  in  what  he  proposed,  he  should  wound 
the  feelings  of  any  gentleman,  for  he  asked  no  more  of 
any  member  than  what  the  rules  of  the  House  ah'cady  pe- 
remptorily require  of  him,  it  being  his  bounden  duty  to 
attend  the  House  regularly  from  the  moment  that  he  ac- 
cepu  a  seat  in  it.  If  he  absento  himseirfrom  the  House, 
he  surely  cannot  expect  compensation  for  services  which 
he  has  not  rendered.  I  presume,  said  Mr.  C,  that  no 
^ntleman  on  this  Boor  will  liazard  his  reputation  by  say- 
ing that  it  is  ryfht  in  any  member,  contraiy  to  the  rule,  to 
absent  himself,  and  yet  receive  compensation  for  the  time 
during  which  he  hu  been  attending  to  his  own  private 
buvneas.  If  one  member  may  id>sent  himself  witiiout  leave, 
so  may  anothert  for  all  have  ^ual  rights.  If  this  course 
were  indulged  in  by  all.  1  ask  ifit  would  not  put  a  stop  to 
IqgidatiOn.  My  duty  to  my  country,  sitting  here  and  le- 
gislating Under  the  solemn  sanction  of  an  oath,  is  to  see 
that  every  member  performs  his  duty,  whilst  I  endeavor 
to  perform  my  own.  1  should  do  an  act  of  violence  to  ray 
own  conscience  were  I  to  remain  ulent  whilst  abuses  of 
tins  kind  are  tolerated. 

Mr.  STERIGERB  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the 
table.  And  upon  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
demanded  by  Mr.  CHUuTON,  which beingordered  by  the 
House,  Mr.  3TER1GERE  withdrew  bis  motion}  and  the 
constderation  of  the  resolve  proceeded. 


the  rule  proposed  to  be  adopted  by  the  resolve  was  not 
the  same  as  that  which  is  already  in  operation } 

The  SPEAKER  said,  that  when  a  member  of  tiie  House 
is  absent  on  leave,  his  attendance  ceases  to  be  charged. 
When  members  are  absent  unthout  leave,  no  account  is 
taken  of  such  absence,  every  member  being  presumed  to 
be  preaent  unless  absent  fhnn  uckness  or  on  leave.  By 
the  seventy-third  rale  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Comnnt- 


tee  of  Accounts,  and  not  of  the  Speaker,  to  audit  the  ac- 
counts of  the  members  for  thar  travel  to  and  from  the  seat 
of  Government,  and  thur  attendance  in  the  House. 

Mr.  CARSON,  of  N.  C,  inquired  of  the  Chair  what 
would  be  the  precise  effect  of  the  resolution,  if  passed? 

The  SPEAKER  said,  it  proposed,  in  its  present  shape, 
an  inquiry  only. 

Mr.  BARUINGER  su^ested  the  propriety  of  amending 
the  resolution  so  as  to  coofonn  to  the  present  practice  of 
withholding  pay  from  such  members  as  are  absent  onleavc. 

Mr.  WHll'TIXSEYmiggesteda^fierentmodification, 
by  inserting  after  the  words  "byleaveoftlieHoujK,"tbe 
words  **  on  bunness  of  the  House." 

Mr.  CHILTON  i^ed  to  this  nw^fication,acceptingit 
as  a  part  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  CARSON  wished  to  know  what  woiUd  be  the  dif- 
ference between  the  effect  of  this  resohition  and  the  ex- 
isting rule  f 

The  SPEAKER  aaid  that  each  gentleman  must  decide 
that  for  himself,  bv  comparing  them. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Geor^a,  (M  not  know  but  there 
might  be  good  ground  for  the  complaint  presented  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  He  was  himself  of  opi- 
nion, with  the  hooorable  mover,  tluit  members  ought  to 
be  punctilious  in  tlieir  attendance.  To  carry  this  princi- 
ple fiilly  out,  Mr.  T.  suggested  to  the  gentleman  to  amend 
his  propontioQ  ao  as  to  require  all  membera  who  have  ab- 
sented themselves  to  refund  whatever  compensation  they 
might  have  received  for  time  during  which  tiiey  were  not 
in  attendance.  If  the  prinuple  was  correct,  it  should 
operate  tbrougliout. 

Mr.  CHLLTON  said  that,  for  himself,  he  felt  no  scruple 
in  regard  to  die  amendment  suggestedt  for  he  could  con- 
fidently say  that  he  had  not  been  absent  from  the  House 
for  a  single  day,  except  when  detuned  Setxa  it  by  sick- 
ness. But  the  subject  was,  he  repested,  a  delicate  one; 
be  thought  his  resolution  went  tix  oiough.  But,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Georscia  inclined  to  go  further,  he  would 
suggest  to  his  honorable  friend,  in  return  for  hissuggestioi^ 
tluLt  he  should  move  to  amend  tiie  resolution  ac<»nlii^ly. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  declined  to  move  any  amendment  to 
the  resolution. 

The  question  was  then  taken  onsj^reeing  to  the  resolu- 
tion, and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Angel,  Arm- 
strong, Arnold,  Bailey,  Noyes  Barber,  Barnwell,  Barrin- 
ger,  Bartley,  Baylor,  Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Butman,  Gaboon,  Cum- 
breleng,  Campbell,  Chandler,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  Clay, 
Clark,  Coke,  Conner,  Cooper,  Cowles.  Crane,  Crawford, 
Crockett,  Creigbton,  CrocKeron,  Crowninshield,  Daniel, 
Uavenptnl,  Jcdm  Davis,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Denny,  Desha, 
Dc  Witt,  Dickinson,  Dorsey,  Draper,  Drayton,  Duncan, 
Dwight,  Eager,  Earll,  Ellsworth,  Joahua  Evans.  Horace 
Everett,  Findlay,  F.nch,  Ford,  Forward,  Foster,  Gwther, 
Gilmorc,  Gordon,  Green,  Hall,  Ualsey,  Hammons,  Hai^ 
vcy,  Hawkins,  lluynes,  Holland,  Hoffman,  Hubbaril, 
Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  IngcrsoU,  Thomas  Irwin,  Jar- 
vis,  Johns,  KIchard  M.  Jt^nson,  Cave  Johnson,  Kendall, 
Kennon,  Kincaid,  King,  Lamar,  Lecompte,  Lciper,  Lent, 
Letcher,  Lewis,  LoyaU,  Lumpkii^  Hagee,  Marr,  Martin- 
dale,  Martin,  Thomas  Maxwell,  Lewb  Afaxwell,  HcCree- 
ry,  McCoy,  Mclntire,  Mercer,  Moiiell,  Muhlenbei^, 
Nuckolls,  Patton,  Pearce,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter,  Powers, 


Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  inquired  whethei*  Hamscy,  Randolph,  Reed,  Renchcr,  Richardson,  Roane, 


Kussel,  Sanfoi-d,  Scott,  William  B.  Shcpard,  Augustine 
H.  Sheppcrd,  Shields,  Semmes.  Sill,  Smitli,  Speight,  Spen- 
cer, Sprigg,  Standefcr,  Sterigeie,  William  L.  Storrs, 
Swann,  Swift,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Test,  Wiley  Thomp- 
son, Jolm  Tbomsoii,  Tracy,  1>ezvaot,  Tucker,  Vance, 
Varnum,  \  erplanck,  Waslungton,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Whit- 
tlesey. Campbell  P.  White,  Williams  ViL-wn,  Wingatc, 
Yancey,  Young. — 157. 
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NAYS. — Mesara.  Allen,  Alston,  Archer,  John  8.  Bar- 
bour, Beekman,  Bouldin,  Carson,  Ctiulter,  Dudley,  E. 
Everett,  Gorbam,  Hinds,  Hodgea,  Howard,  W.  W.  Irvuit 
Lea,  Norton,  Piemm,  Vinton,  E.  D.  White,  WUde.— 31. 

So  the  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  submitted  the  following: 

Beaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  unen^ng  the 
act  of  Congress,  passed  at  tbe  last  session,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Vir- 
ginia line  and  navy  of  the  continental  army,  during  the 
revolutionary  war, "  so  as  to  change  or  alter  the  first  sec- 
tion, as  not  to  require  evidence  u  to  the  line  on  which 
tiie  resolution  warrant  of  Vii^nia  issued:  also,  to  amend 
the  tbird  section,  so  as  to  eidbrace  cases  where  warrants 
have  been  located  and  surveys  or  patents  prohibited  by 
law,  by  which  the  land  is  lost  to  tlie  locator:  also,  to  cases 
«f  surveys  or  patents,  where,  by  the  highest  judicial  tri- 
bunal  of  the  State,  or  United  States,  the  land  has  been 
taken  by  »  prior  or  better  claim:  abo,  to  provide  for  the 
renevaf  of  lost  or  destroyed  certificates  or  scrip :  also,  to 
change  the  maximum  quantity  of  landallowed  to  be  appro- 
priated by  tbe  said  act  to  supply  the  claims  embraced  by 
said  act:  lastly,  to  make  such  alterations  as  the  sud  commits 
tee  may  consider  just  and  equitable. 

Mr.  HAYNES  smd  that  the  resolution  appeared  to  be 
of  an  important  nature.  He  certainly  was  m  favor  of  a 
part  of  it,  and  perh^>s,  on  ezunination,  he  should  be  of 
the  whole.  To  give  time  for  a  proper  exmunation  of  the 
subject,  be  requested  tiie  gentleman  from  KentoclEy  to  con- 
sent that  the  resolution  be  laid  on  die  table  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Jomrsov  m^ng  no  objeetbn,  the  resolution  took 
that  course. 

ILLINOIS  CANAL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
"  authorizing  a  chan^  in  the  disposal  of  land  granted  for 
the  Illinois  and  Hicbigan  canal;"  the  question  beit^on  the 
adoption  of  an  amendment  yesterday  submitted  t>y  Mr. 
Mbrceb. 

Mr.  M.  withdrew  his  motion  to  amend;  and 

Mr.  IRVIN,  of  Ohio,  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment, which  he  accompanied  by  a  few  remarks: 

**  And  provided,  also,  that  sud  State  shall,  in  every  in- 
stance of  the  application  of  scrip,  apply  an  equal  sum  of 
money  fivmitsown  funds,  or  fiwn  funds  nusea  by  its  own 
authority,  to  the  construction  of  said  canal,  of  wtuch  fact 
tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  satisfied,  before  a  new  issue  of  scrip,  underthe  provi- 
sions of  this  act." 

The  amendment  was  read,  and  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  tne  engrossment  of  the 
bill, 

Mr.  McCOY,  of  Virginia,  said  he  had  offered  a  few  sug- 
gestions to  tiie  House  yesterday,  and  he  would  submit  a 
few  more  to-day.  He  looked  upon  this  bill  as  a  Und  of 
pioneer,  calculated  to  open  the  way  for  umilar  pnivisions 
in  favor  of  other  States.  The  State  of  Illinois  was  very 
ingenious.  She  wished  the  United  States  to  take  back 
the  reftise  land  which  had  been  gi-anted  her,  at  the  rate 
of  #1  25  per  acre,  while,  at  the  same  mtHnent,  she  was 
petitioning  the  House  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public 
umds  to  seventf-five  cents  per  acre.  It  was  well  known 
that  mnts  had  been  made  to  Alabama,  Indiana,  and  Ohio, 
as  well  as  to  Illinois,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  roads 
and  canals.  If  this  bill  should  pass  into  a  law,  he  presun^- 
ed  we  could  not  refuse  to  pursue  the  same  course  towards 
those  States,  should  they  require  it  at  our  hands. '  He  felt 
no  disposition  to  disturb  the  State  of  Illinois  in  lier  posses- 
sion of  the  lands  which  had  been  granted  to  her^  but  he 
could  not  help  declaring  tliat  he  thought  it  too  bad  for 
that  State  to  aik,  tiie  Government  to  take  back  the  refuse 
part  of^m.    Mr.  HcC  sud  he  had  hopedthat  the  pre- 


sent session  of  Congress  would  have  been  allowed  to  pass 
away,  without  the  mtroduction  of  bills  for  constructing 
roads  and  canals.  He  had  hoped  that  the  House  would 
have  passed  upon  the  numerous  claims  against  the  Go- 
vernment, and  been  suffered  <juietly  to  attend  to  matten 
of  general  interest  to  tiie  nation.  But  be  had  been  de- 
ceived: it  seemed  the  House  was  never  to  be  left  at  peace 
— the  rage  for  internal  improvement  seemed  to  be  as  great 
as  ever,  and,  while  this  was  the  case,  there  would  be  no 
peaceable  legislation.  He  had  not,  however,  risen  to 
make  a  speech ;  he  would  take  ii*  wtitt  but  he  hoped  the 
bill  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  next  rose.  He  commeneed  by  refuting- 
the  idea  that  the  lands  which  the  State  iririied  to  recede 
were  refuse  lands-  He  thought  the  best  argument  he 
could  offer  against  the  gentwman's  assertion,  that  tbe 
lands  were  of  an  inferior  quality,  woidd  be,  to  read  a  let- 
ter from  Doctor  William  Howiud,  the  ennneer  who  sur- 
veyed the  route  of  the  proposed  canal.  [The  letter  waa 
read  by  tiie  Cleric:  it  gave  a  descriptitm  of  tbe  anl,  the 
quality  of  the  timber,  &c.  See.}  Mr.  D.  then  made  some 
remarks  relative  to  the  importance  of  the  work,  and  re- 
quested the  reading  of  a  letter  frmn  General  Gratiot,  the 
Chief  of  the  Engineer  Department,  in  favor  of  the  pro- 

Eosedwork.  [Thb  letter  waa  read  also.]  Mr.  D.  said 
e  did  not  wish  to  trouble  the  House  with  any  further  re- 
marks upon  the  question  now  before  it.  Those  which  he 
had  delivered  on  the  previous  day  were  fresh  in  the  recol- 
lection of  gentlemen,  and  they  were  aufficient  for  his 
purpose.  He  was  fwily  sorry  that  any  observations  firom 
the  gentleman  from  Vit^nia  had  made  it  lus  duty  to  trou- 
ble uie  House  further  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  BELL  addressed  the  House  at  some  length  in  sup* 
port  of  the  bill.  He  was  dearous  to  give  some  explana< 
tion  of  the  reasons  which  induced  bim  to  vote  for  the  Ull: 
for  he  should  do  so,  and  one  reason  was,  because  its  pas- 
sage would  violate  no  constitutional  principle.  Nor  did  he 
believe  it  would  ever  be  brought  mto  precedent,  aa  had 
been  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  by  simi- 
lar applications  from  Alabama,  Indiana,  and  Ohio,  the 
States  named  by  that  gentleman  as  those  to  whom  public 
lands  had  been  g^nted  for  the  purposes  of  internal  im- 
provement. From  all  he  could  gather  on  thesubject,  tiie 
present  bill  was  intended  to  prevent  a  sacrifice  of  tbe 
hind  so  often  referred  to^  and  to  preaerre  it  to  the  public 
The  lands  propoaed  to  be  receded  were  undoubtedly 
goodi  but  the  country  was  a  wilderness.  There  were  no 
settlements  near  them,  and  they  were  liable  to  be  sacri- 
ficed to  the  cupidity  of  speculaton:  for  none  other  than 
wealthy  men,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  speculating  in  the 
public  Und8,'*would,  under  these  circumstances,  become 
the  purchasers  of  them.  But,  said  Mr.  B.,  let  the  con- 
templated work  be  but  commenced,  and  the  Goremment 
would  receive  back  the  money  they  now  gave.  He  coukl 
ccmceive  of  no  greater  object  of  internal  improvement 
than  to  connect  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  with  those 
of  the  Mississippi;  and  he  recommended  to  those  gentle- 
men who  were  the  advocates  of  internal  improvement,  to 
vote  for  this  bill:  for  no  case  would  ever  arise  for  their 
connderation  of  a  more  national  or  more  important  na- 
ture. Alluding  to  what  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  he  would  remark  that  it  had  been  rumored 
that  all  was  not  rijriit  witil  regard  to  the  lands  that  had 
been  granted  to  .Bahama;  yet  he  would  say,  that  even 
admitting  that  that  Stole  ^ouldmake  an  application  »mi- 
Ur  to  tiiat  which  had  been  made  by  Illin(HB,  he  would  vote 
in  such  a  ease  as  he  now  intended  to  do  in  the  present — 
and  why?  To  save  the  land  from  being  sacrificed.  Witii 
regard  to  ImUana  and  Ohio,  there  was  no  danger  of  thdr 
ever  applying  toCongress  for  a  retroeesaon  «  the  lands 
granted  to  themt  they  had  made  sucbjudicious  aeleetionsof 
land,  that  he  had  no  fears  of  th«r  ever  troubling  CongrcM 
on  the  subject    He  was  willing,  on  the  present  occason, 
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as  be  would  be  on  all  othen,  to  give  a  part  to  save  tbe 
wbole. 

Mr.  BARMNGER  said,  if  he  were  to  be  inBuenced  b> 
the  very  uncere  r^ard  he  had  for  the  honorable  member 
from  Illinois,  and  a  denre  he  erer  felt  to  oblige  that  gen- 
tleman in  any  tnatter  in  which  be  appeared  to  take  so 
deep  an  interest  as  he  evidently  did  in  the  subject  now 
under  discus^on*  he  should  pursue  a  very  different  course 
on  the  present  occasion,  from  that  which  he  felt  prescribed 
to  him  by  the  most  obvious  sense  of  duty.  But  he  could 
not  surrender  hit  principles  to  his  private  sentiments, 

Mr.  B.  Bud  he  nad  the  honor  of^  a  seat  in  this  House  at 
the  time  of  the  grant  of  land  in  question  to  the  State  of 
Illinois,  and  that  he  had  no  motive  to  conceal  his  having 
voted  against  the  grant.  But  he  took  occasion  now  to 
say,  that,  if  he  bad  originally  supported  the  measure, 
there  were  circumstances  connected  with  our  relations 
with  that  State,  in  regard  to  the  publiclands,  nottobeover- 
kwkedi  nay,  sucli  as  required  from  this  House  an  expres- 
sion not  to  be  misapprehended.  Not  tliat  the  work  was 
not  one  of  great  national  importance;  that  was  a  point  he 
was  ready  to  concede,  and  he  would  readily  admit  that  few 
objects  of  internal  improvement  could  rank  higher  in  the 
scale  of  nationality  than  the  connexion  of  the  waters  of  the 
Mississippi  with  Lake  Michigan  by  a  canal  from  that  lake 
to  the  Illinois  river.  But,  said  Mr.  B.,  thougli  I  am  pre* 
pared  to  make  tliese  concessions,  and  tbe  further  one, 
that  the  measure  may  not  injuriously  affect  our  pecuniary 
interest^  yet  ttiere  is  a  respect  due  to  ourselves,  and  to 
the  national  interests,  which  should  utterly  avoid  any 
movement  of  this  House,  at  this  time,  upon  ttiis  subject. 
The  State  of  Illinois  has,  on  former  occasions,  as  well  as 
very  recently,  through  Uie  medium  of  her  Executive,  ad- 
vanced her  claim  to  the  entire  and  undivided  possession  of 
the  public  lands  within  her  limits,  by  virtue  of  State  sove- 
reignty. Yes,  sir,  her  State  sovereignty!  And,  what- 
ever other  gentlemen  might  be  disposed  to  do,  he  would 
not  grant  &vors  where  tliey  were  not  asked  as  such,  but 
claimed  as  matter  of  right;  nor  would  he,  in  any  instance, 
grant  one  foot  of  the  public  domain  to  any  State,  for  any 
purpose,  whilst  these  high  pretensions  were  advanced, 
nor  until  they  were  promptly  disavowed.  Mr.  B.  said  he, 
too,  was  for  State  rights!  not  thate  rights,  however, 
which  wrested  fiom  the  nation  its  property — acquired  by 
the  common  blood  and  common  treasure  of  a  united  peo- 
ple— to  be  appropriated  to  tlie  individual  use  of  the  State 
m  which  it  may  chance  to  be  located.  Mr.  B-  said  he 
feared  there  was  a  disposition  abroad  to  define  land  fritter 
down  all  general  into  sepamtc  and  individual  rights;  and 
the  mode  of  its  accnmphslimcnt  was  ao  plainly  indicated 
by  so  many  circumstances,  in  daily  development,  that  he 
who  runs  might  read.  And  let  not  gentlemen  flatter  them- 
selves that,  whatever  may  be  the  alternate  fate  of  the 
powers  rightfully  daimed  by  the  General  Government, 
Its  property  at  least  is  safe!  Hug  not  the  delusion!  Its 
seizure  is  determined,  and  tlte  mode  is  in  preparation. 
Destroy  but  the  supervisory  powers  of  tiie  Federal  Su- 
preme Court,  and  the  object  is  effected  with  a  certainty, 
equalled  only  by  the  wmplicity  of  the  opei-alion.  The 
State  seizes  upon  and  grants  your  public  domain;  the  issue 
is  between  your  grantee  and  the  grantee  of  the  State.  The 
State  judged  deeply  imbued  in  the  learning  of  State  rights 
■nd  State  sovereignty,  decide  that  it  is  inconsistent  with 
the  rights  of  sovereignty  that  the  General  Government 
should  hold  lands  within  the  Umits  of  the  respective  States; 
or,  rcvcrfflng  the  proportion,  that  tlie  State  should  not 


that,  according  to  the  pretensions  set  up  by  Illinois  we 
bad  no  security  (so  far  as  her  principles  are  to  afTord  *. 
barrier^  that,  when  we  sbatl  have  paid  her  fur  this  land, 
by  scrip,  to  be  redeemed  in  the  sale  of  other  lands, 
she  will  not  attempt  to  seize  upon  the  very  land  we  pre 
now  taking  by  purchase,  and  appropriate  it  to  herself. 
He  would  not,  tnerefore,  move  one  inch,  until  she  disa- 
vowed the  extravagant  pretensions  of  her  late  and  present 
Executive. 

So  far,  sud  Mr.  B.,  as  this  bill  may  affect  us,  in  a  pecu- 
niary point  of  view,  be  so  generally  accorded  with  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  McCot]  in  the 
remarks  he  had  made,  that  he  would  not  reiterate  tbem. 

Mr.  RENCHER  said  be  sliouldvote  for  the  biU.  Hie 
work  proposed  was  one  of  great  importance,  not  only  to 
the  State  of  Illinois,  but  also  to  the  whole  valley  of  tlie 
Mississippi,  and  to  tbe  National  Government.  All  such 
works  01  internal  improvement  were  calculated  to  enhance 
the  value  of  the  pubUc  domain.  It  should  not  be  over- 
looked, that  the  General  Government  owned  four-fifths  of 
all  the  lands  in  the  State  of  lllinoisf  and,  consequently, 
if  the  canal  was  constructed,  the  nation  would  be  tlie 
gainer,  in  the  increased  value  of  the  public  lands,  of  a 
proportion  of  four-fiflhs.  Would  it,  then,  he  asked,  be 
just,  to  tlirow  upon  that  State  the  burden  of  construction, 
when  not  more  than  one-fif\h  of  the  benefit  of  the  con- 
templated improvement  would  accrue  to  her?  He  had  no 
intention  of  entering  into  ft  discussion  of  the  propriety  of 
the  passage  oi  the  bill  which  originally  granted  the  lands 
in  question  to  the  State  of  Illinois;  nor  would  he  say 
whether  he  should  have  voted  for  the  measure,  if  he  hM 
been  here :  the  question  now  was,  whether  the  House  will 
give  value  to  tlie  appropriation  of  lands  then  made,  by 
pasung  the  bill  on  the  table.  He  be^ed  leave  to  say, 
that  much  of  the  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  proposed 
canal  was  of  little  value,  and  would  so  remain  for  a  num« 
ber  of  yean,  unless  that  canal  should  be  completed.  If 
that  were  accomplished,  tbe  lands  would  rise  in  value, 
and  the  benefit  to  the  Treasury  of  Uie  United  States  wouhl 
increase  in  proportion.  The  State  of  Illinois  was  not  able, 
at  present,  to  perform  the  work— 4he  •  General  Govern- 
ment was;  and  the  nation  would  receive  a  tenfold  indem- 
nity from  the  success  of  the  measure  now  proposed.  Pass 
this  bill,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  and  that  part  of  the  country  that 
is  now  a  wildernesB— a  desert — will  bectnne  the  most 
flourishing  part  of  the  State. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  not  intended  to 
participate  in  the  discussion  of  this  bill,  nor  should  he 
now  have  risen,  but  to  take  notice  of  some  remarks  which 
\ml  fallen  from  two  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him, 
having  reference  to  the  State  which  he,  in  part,  had  the 
honor  to  represent. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  McCox]  hadrcinark- 
cd,  that,  if  this  bill  pussecl,  we  should  have  applications 
from  Ohio,  fmliana,  Alabama,  Elc,  (to  all  of  whom  similar 
grants  had  been  made,)  to  change  the  terms  of  their 
grants — to  take  back  the  lands  granted,  &c.  To  relieve 
the  gentleman's  apprehensions,  so  far  as  Alabama  was 
concerned,  Mr.  C.  said  the  State  had  already  sold  and  dis- 
posed of  the  lands,  or,  at  least,  much  the  greater  part, 
which  had  been  granted  for  a  like  improvement,  and  they 
^verc  now  in  the  hands  of  individual  proprietors.  Hence 
there  was  no  probability  that  any  similar  measure  would 
be  proposed  by  the  Legislature,  or  the peopleoftliatState. 
The  State  of  Ohio  had  no  doubt  also  disposed  of  her 
grant;  and  no  apprehensuns  were  to  be  entertuned  of 


be  the  sovereign  of  the  unappropriated  UikIs  within  her  any  similar  proposition  from  that  quarter, 
borders,  and  tne  work  is  accomplished!    Your  gi-antee  is|     But  the  gentleman  from  Tenm  sscc  [Mr.  B£li.]  had  al- 
slripped  of  the  benefit  of  his  writ  of  error,  and  you  ofjluded  to  certain  rumors  which  had  been  afloat,  that  Ala- 
your  property.  '  bama  liatl  mismanaged  the  grant  of  400,000  acres,  which 

Mr.  B.  sain  he  liad  risen  to  say  a  few  words  only  in  op<.  had  been  made  to  tltat  State  for  the  improvement  of  the 
imcnt  of  the  bill.  He  had  occupied  1  Tennessee  and  other  rivers.    Mr.  C.  said  he  was  not  dis- 


pontion  to  the  engrossment 
more  time  than  he  had  intended. 


He  Vould  only  repeat  |  pleased  at  the  opportunity  which  had  thus  been  afforded, 
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of  giving'  some  explanation  of  the  manner  in  whicli  that 
land  had  been  disposed  of.  The  Legislature  had  passed  a 
Uw  for  tbe  valuation  of  thoae  lands,  by  commissioners  ap- 
pointed and  sworn  for  that  purpose,  having  due  regartl  to 
the  quality  of  snil,  locality,  &c.  Those  commissioners 
were  citizens  of  the  country  in  which  the  lands  were,  and 
fully  competent  to  assess  a  fair  and  adequate  value.  They 
had  assessed  the  value  of  cacli  particular  tract,  and  fur 
the  prices  so  ascertained  and  fixed,  the  land  had  been 
sold,  and  had  doubtless  produced  an  average  price  above 
that  fbr  which  the  United  States  had  sold  like  quantities 
of  land  before  and  since.  Mr.  C.  was  aware,  he  said,  that 
rumors,  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  remarked,  had 
been  in  circulation,  unfavorable  to  the  conduct  of  the 
commissioners;  and,  in  consequence  of  impressions  pro- 
duced by  these  rumors,  more  than  twelvemonths  ago, the 
then  Chief  Magistrate  of  Alabama  had  noticed  them  in 
his  communication  to  the  Legislature.  Upon  that  com. 
munication  (as  Mr.  0.  undcntood  it)  a  committee  had 
been  appointed,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pa- 
pers, and  an  inquiry  into  the  grounds  of  these  rumon  in- 
stituted. The  committee  was  composed  of  liigh-minded, 
hoiuirable,  and  intelligent  gentlemen.  Many  witnesses 
had  been  examined,  anda  laborious  investigation  had  taken 
place,  which  resulted  in  a  report  wholly  exculpating  and 
acquitting  tbe  commisnoners  from  the  censure  whicii  ru- 
mor had  bestowed  upon  them.  Copies  of  this  report  had 
been  forwarded,  clunng  the  last  session,  to  several  gentle- 
men of  this  House,  and  could,  no  doubt,  now  be  had  for 
examination,  if  desired.  Mr.  C.  added  that  it  was  true, 
having  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  Alabama 
at  tbe  time  the  disposal  of  these  400,000  acres  of  land  was 
under  consideration,  he  had  preferred  another  mode,  and 
felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  one  adopted  in  tbe  law  which 
passed.  But  he  nevertheless  thought,  when  the  facts  he 
nad  mentioned  were  taken  into  view,  and  considered,  the 
imputations  against  the  Legiulature  uf  that  State,  whicli 
hud  been  alhided  to,  would  be  considered  unfounded  and 
unjust.  The  important  work  contemplated  by  this  g^nt 
18  now  in  progress,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  accomplished  in 
the  manner,  and  within  the  time,  designated  by  tlic  act  of 
Congress. 

While  up,  Mr.  C  said,  as  he  intended  to  vote  for  the 
bill  under  consideration,  he  would  make  a  few  remarks 
upon  that  subject.  The  bill  contemplates,  as  ila  title 
purports,  to  change  the  mode  of  disposing  of  tiie  lands 
heretofore  granted  to  Illinois,  to  enable  her  to  coniitnict 
the  canal  in  cjMcsticm.  No  question  of  constitutionality, 
or  pcrhapa  ot  policy,  which  might  be  involved,  if  the 
original  measure  were  now  presented,  could  arise  on  this 
occasion.  Indeed,  he  did  not  understand  that  the  ques- 
tion of  constitntionalily  had  been  raised  by  the  oppunenti 
of  the  bill.  And  Mr.  C.  said  he  Would  take  this  occasion 
to  remark  that  he  concm-red,  most  cordially,  in  the  sen- 
timent, that  all  further  appropriations  of  money  for  pur- 
poses of  interna!  improvement  should  cca.sp,  at  least  until 
tlie  public  debt  was  paid — however  willing  he  might  have 
been,  while  the  system  prevailed,  that  his  State  should 
receive  allbcral  dividend. 

But,  Mr.  C.  repeated,  no  question  of  that  nature  arose 
in  this  case.  The  land  which  hnd  becngi'ajited  to  Illinois 
was  situated  along  the  proposed  line  of  the  canal — in  a 
tract  of  country  altogether  unsettled,  and  remote  from 
those  parts  which  were  settled i  consequently,  it  would 
not  now  Still  fur  n  fair  price,  wlicn  other  liLnels  of  tlic 
eame  State,  and  in  others,  afiwnlcd  facilili'-s  so  much 
greater.  No  man  would  go  into  the  midst  (  f  a  wilderness 
to  make  a  settlement,  an  inconvenient  to  tlic  mcaiw  of 
subsistence,  when  he  could  get  land  of  nearly  equal  quali- 
ty in  the  neighborhnod  of  abundant  suppIifB.  Whatdocs 
tile  Legislature  of  Illinois  propose,  and  what  does  this  bill 
contemplate '  Merely  that  sit?  may  he  permitted  to  rc- 
Unqu'sh  a  portion  of  tiiis  land,  so  situated,  and  receive 


scrip  therefor,  at  tiie  rate  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  - 

cents  per  acre,  to  be  received  in  payment  for  other  lands  of 
the  United  States,  inlllinoisalone.  It  amounts,  at  most,  to 
a  mere  exchange  of  lands  heretofore  granted  for  other  lands. 
Not  one  dollar  of  the  public  treasury  is  proposed  to  be  ap- 
propriated, nor  one  acre  of  the  public  land  to  be  granted. 

It  had  been  intimated,  in  debate,  that  the  land  proposed 
to  be  relinquished  was  probably  inferior,  and,  on  that 
acconnt,  could  not  be  sold.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Duvgan]  had  placed  that  matter  beyond 
doubt,  (as  Mr.  C.  conceived,)  by  the  evidence  of  one  of 
the  engineers,  whose  statement  had  been  read,  showing, 
satisfactorily,  that  the  land  was  of  as  good  quarity,  gene- 
rally, as  perhaps  any  other  like  quantity  of  land  in  tbe 
State.  The  completion  of  the  canal  would,  unquestion- 
ably, enhance  the  value  of  the  land  proposed  to  be  re- 
linquished, as  well  as  the  public  domain  in  that  State, 
generally,  and  thus  ensure  to.  the  Government  a  most 
ample  indemnity.  The  only  inconvenience  that  could 
arise  to  the  "United  States,  would  be  the  possible  delay  of 
receiving  the  money  for  which  the  land  for  which  the 
scrip  would  he  paid,  might  sell,  for  a  few  months,  or 
perhaps  longer.  The  scrip  was  not,  in  any  event,  to  be 
redeemed  with  money,  but  land,  and  only  acre  for  acre. 
Not  more  than  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  scrip  could,  under 
the  provi^oiis  of  the  bill,  be  issued  at  oncc)  and  the  in- 
vestiturc-of  that  sum,  in  conform:^  with  the  conditions  of 
the  grant,  nnist  be  sboif  n  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  before  any  move  could  issue.  Indeed, 
every  intei*est  of  uie  General  Government,  contemplatetl 
in  making  the  grant,  is  carefully  guarded  and  preserved. 
The  work  intended  is  admitted,  Mr.  C.  believed,  on  all 
handa,  to  be  one  of  national  importance,  as  it  proposed  a 
connexion  between  X.ake  Michigan  and  the  navigable 
waters  of  the  Missis-sippi.  The  benefits  likely  to  result 
from  it,  if  completed,  would  be  almost  incalculable,  not 
only  to  Illinois,  but  to  the  whole  Western  country.  Shall 
we  nut  then  aid,  when  we  do  not  sacrifice  a  Mngle  dollar 
of  money,  or  a  foot  of  the  public  domain? 

The  question  of  engrossment  being  slated  from  the 
Chair,  Mr.  ANGFX  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question,  and  they  were  ordtrcd  by  the  House. 

Mr.  si'HONG  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
con«dcring  that,  particularly  in  a  military  ])oint  of  view, 
its  passage  would  be  of  great  importance — it  would  also 
tend  to  promote  the  rapid  settlement  of  thatsection  ofthe 
country;  and  the  proposed  work  was,  in  his  view,  alto- 
ffcther  of  a  national  character.  He  then  submitted  the 
following  amendment,  to  ccme  in  at  the  end  of  the  fiMl 
section,  and  said  a  few  words  in  its  &vur. 

"  Provided,  and  it  is  further  aiaded,  T\xaX  no  land,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  received  in  exchange  for  tiie  scrip 
aforesaid,  at  a  less  price  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  an  acre." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Tlie  question  being  finally  put  on  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill  tor  a  third  reading,  it  v^as  decided  in  the  negative, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bailey,  Bartley,  Bates,  Baylor,  Beek- 
man.  Bell,  John  Blair,  Boon,  Brown,  Butman,  Clay, 
Clark,  Coleman,  Crawford,  Crockett,  Creighton,  Dod- 
dridge, Dorsey,  Duncan,  Ei^cr,  George  E\  ans,  Edward 
Everett,  Findlay,'  Finch,  Fonl,  Grenncli,  Hawkins, 
Hemphill,  Howai  d,  Hunt,  Ihrie,  Ingersoll, Thomas  Irwin, 
W.  W.  Irvin,  Johns,  Kichard  M.  Johnson,  Kennon,  Kin- 
caid,  Lcaviti,  Lecompte,  Leipcr,  Letcher,  Lyon,  Martin- 
dale,  Mercer,  Norton,  Pearcc,  Piersqn,  Hcncber,  Richard- 
son, Rofic,  Shields,  Scmmcs,  Sprig^E.  Stanbirj-,  Standcfcr, 
Stnmg,  S  wann.Taylor,  Teat,  John  Thomson,  Vance,  Wash- 
ington, Whittlesey,  Wilson,  Yancey,  Young. — 67. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alien,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Angel,  Aimstrong,  Arnold,  Noyes  Barber,  J.  S.  Bairbour, 
Barnwell,  Barringer,  James  Blair,  Bockec,  Borst,  Boul- 
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din»  Broclhe*d,  Cahoon,  Catnbrelen^,  Cuopbell,  Canon, 
Chandler,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  Coke,  Conner,  Cooper, 
Coulter,  Cowlea,  Crane,  Crochetoo,  Crowninsbield, 
Daniel,  Davenport,  Davi^  Warren  B.  Davii,  Desha, 
De  WUt,  DicUnwiH  Draper,  Drayton,  Dudley,  Dwiglit, 
Earll,  Gllsvorth,  Horace  Everett,  Forward,  Foster, 
Outher,  Gilmore,  Gordon,  Green,  Hall,  Halsej,  Ham- 
mons,  Harvey,  Uaynes,  Hlnda,  Hodges,  Holland,  Hoffman, 
Uuhbard,  HuntinKton,  Jarvis,  Cave  Johnson,  Kendall, 
Perkina  King,.  Adam  King,  Lamar,  ]>a,  L«nt,  Lewis, 
Lovnll,  Lum^n,  Hagee,  Harr,  Martin,  Thotnaa  Max- 
well. Lewis  Maxwell,  McCreery,  McCoy,  Mclntire,  Mo- 
nelt,  Muhlenberg,  Nuckolls,  Paiton,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter, 
Ramsey,  Boane,  Russcl,  Sanford,  Scott,  William  B- 
Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  SUl,  Smith,  Spei^t, 
Richard  Spencer,  Sterigere,  William  L.  Storrs,  SwiA, 
Taliaferro,  Wiley  Thompson,  l^acy,  Trezvaat,  Tucker, 
Vamum,  Verplanck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Weeka*  Campbell 
P.  Wbite,Wifde,  WiUiams..--115. 
So  the  bill  WIS  rejected. 

TaOBSDAX,  Jasua^t  6. 

ILLINOIS  AND  MICHIGAN  CANAL. 

Mr.  YIKTON  rose,  and  said  be  bad  yesterday  voted 
with  the  majority  in  the  rejection  of  the  bill  "  authorizing 
a  chan^  in  the  diapcaal  of  land  gntnted  for  the  lUinois 
and  Mich^an  caoaLl."  Understanding  that,  if  the  vote 
waa  reconsidered,  the  gentleman  from  Illimna  would 
movesuchamodificatioaof  the  biU  as  would  nia^e  it  more 
acceptable  to  the  House,  he  had  risen  for  tlie  purpose  of 
making  that  motion. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  till  the  SOth  instant. 

Mr.  H  AYNES  moved  to  pOB^)one  it  indefinitely. 

'Hie  SPEAKEBaaid  the  motion  was  not  in  order— a 
motion  to  poatpone  to  a  day  certain  had  the  prcierence. 

Mr.  HAYNES  then  moved  to  postpone  the  motion  of 
Mr.  ViHTOK  to  the  3d  day  of  March. 

The  SPEAKER  said  tliat  this  motion  was  not  in  order; 
it  waa  not  a  privileged  question. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  moved  that  the  motion  lie  on  the  table. 

The  question  being  put  oil  this  nution,  it  was  deAded 
in  the  negative— yeas  65,  nays  84. 

itr.  POTTER  renewed  the  motion  fur  indefinite  poat- 
ponement. 

I'he  SPEAKER  i^n  decided  that  the  motion  was  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  H AYNES  again  moved  to  postpone  the  motion,  to 
the  3d  of  March)  it  was  his  opinion  tliat  the  question 
should  be  fint  put  on  the  longest  time  propbsed. 

Hie  SPEAKER  aud—It  b  not  mine. 

Mr.  McCOY  hoped  themotion  would  not  bepoatponed; 
but  that  the  Hotise  would  immediately  decide  upon  the 
question  of  reconw.leration. 

Mr.  MARTIN  said,  if  any  good  reason  could  be  assigned 
for  reconnderation,  he  did  not  know  that  he  should 
oppose  it;  for  instancy,  if  the  vote  of  yesterday,  on  re- 
jecting the  bill,  which  was  nearly  two  to  one,  lud  been 
taken  prematurely.  No  good  zeasons  had  been  offered, 
that  he  hail  heard,  for  the  course  that  had  been  proposed; 
and  the  House  might  in  Ihiaway  be  constantly  discusnng 
vtiat  they  would  an<l  what  they  would  not  do,  and  in  the 
end  do  nothing. 

Mr-  CLAY  said  he  had  made  the  motion  with  a  view 
to  avoid  discussion  at  the  present  time.  'Hie  bill  had  been 
so  recently  debated,  tltat  the  remarks  made  upon  it  must 
be  fret-b  in  the  imnda  of  gentlemen,  and  the  object  of 
postponement  vma  the  better  to  nurture  the  bill,  and  give 
time  for  refiection. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  hoped  the  postponement  to  a  day  cer- 
tain would  take  place.  He  would  ^ve  the  gentleman 
fnMn  South  Carolina  a  reason  for  vtsbmg  it  poatponed,  as 
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he  was  at  a  loss  for  one.  Mr.  D.  said  be  had  Ao  doubt, 
and  it'Was  agenctal  opinion,  that  the  speech  of  the  num- 
ber from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  BAaaiKOBB,}  against  the 
bill,  yesterday,  was  the  cause  of  ita  rejection.  He  aaid 
that  the  objection  urged  in  the  speech  <^  Mr.  B.  was 
chiefly  on  account  of  the  chum  made  in  the  meaaages  of 
the  late  and  present  Governor  of  Illinois  to  all  the 
public  Unda.  He  said,  it  would  be  remembered  that  that 
gentleman  had  warned  the  House  agunst  ipving  money 
for  land  which  the  State  was  cUimii^,  and  woold  heie- 
after  claim,  aa  her  own.  Mr.  D.  reBMrked  tiiat  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  was  now  In  eeanon^  and,  by  thm 
day  fixed,  we  shall  see  whether  it  saactiona  or  adopts  Ae 
recommendations  of  the  Governors.  He  did  not  thia^ 
however,  that  the  question  of  the  tight  of  the  State,  or 
the  claim  set  up  by  the  Governors,  ought  to  be  introduced 
into  the  debate  on  this  bill,  or  in  this  House;  as  it  was 
stricUya  legal  question,  that  must,  if  seriously  entertun* 
ed,  be  settled  another  tribunal.  Mr.  D.  had  other 
reasons  for  wiriung  timei  many  of  the  fiieods  ta  the 
measure  were  opposed  to  me  details  of  Ibie  bill,  whidt  be 
hoped  mi^t  be  oDviated  by  a  little  eonstdtation.- 

Mr.  STERIOERE  said  tittt,  in  lus  opinion,  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  for  postpone- 
ment were  the  very  ones  which  should  induce  the  Mouse 
at  this  time  to  decide  the  question  of  reconsideratioD.  If 
the  remarks  of  gentlemen  were  fresh  in  the  recoUectioii 
of  the  House,  they  certainly  now  had  it  io  dieir  power  to 
act  anderstandingly  on  the  subjeeti  whereas^  if  theqiie»- 
tiob  waa  postponed,  ^ixy  wmild  he  Teiy  likely  to  forget 
them. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  in  reply,  that  he  had  not  made  the  mo- 
tion to  pos^ne,  with  a  view  that  gentlemen  mig^t  forget 
the  £ut8  which  had  been  stated  to  the  House,  but  umply 
to  give  time  for  reflection,  ao  that  the  Houae  might  come 
to  a  proper  condunon. 

The  question  waa  then  put  on  the  motion  to  poi^Kme 
the  oonaideration  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vihtdit  to  the 
30th  instant,  and  dedded  in  the  negatire— yeas  70, 
nays  86. 

Mr.  HAYNKS  then  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  till  the 
4th  of  March  next. 

Mt'  CLAY  moved  to  postpone  the  motion  for  reco» 
nderation  to  the  13th  instant  which  took  preference  of 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Hatiteb. 

Mr.  DRAPER  called  for  the  previous  question)  but  the 
House  did  not  sustain  the  call. 

Mr.  VANCE  said  he  saw  no  reason  for  thus  destroying 
the  bill.  It  was  one  of  great  importance  to  the  Western 
countfy,  and  one  which  it  was  denrable  to  pant  but,  if 
gentlemen  would  force  a  vote  upon  it  at  tUs  tim^  with- 
out giving  time  for  consultation,  and  an  oi^iartunity  of  so 
modifying  it  as  to  suit  the  views  of  membei^  he  shoold 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  postponement,  so  that 
the  people  of  that  section  of  the  country,  interested  in  its 
passage,  might  be  enabled  to  learn  how.dieir  reptcsenta* 
tires  bad  voted.  He  demanded  the  yeas  and  miy%  and 
they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

The  question  Was  then  put  on  the  poa^Knement  of  the 
reconMei«tion  of  the  bill  till  the  13th  instant,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  94,  nays  97. 

Mr.  CROCKETl'  made  anotlier  ineffectual  attempt  to 
get  up  the  Tennessee  land  bill.  He  called  for  the  yeaa 
and  nays  on  his  motion,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the 
House]  and,  betngtaken,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative- 
yeas  89,  nays  92. 

LATERAL  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  said  he  had  a  motion  to  make,  whidi 
was  necessary  to  bcilitate  the  action  of  the  House  <hi  a 
bill  now  pending  before  it.  He  meant  the  bill  to  aii> 
th(»ize  the  BaltmMre  BailrosMl  Company  to  extend  a 
branch  firam  their  md  to  and  within  ttus  Dialriet  'I'he 
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HooM  had  already,  on  hb  motion,  u  the  churmmn  of  the 
iHfltrict  comnuttee,  referred  to  that  committee  the  memo- 
rial of  one  of  the  corporations  of  the  District,  having  re< 
ference  to  th«t  biU|  od  the  auppoution  tliat,  if  it  passed  in 
Ha  present  shape,  it  might  jeopardize  their  rigiits. 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  to  dare  some  reason  asngned  for 
the  refemiM  proposed. 

Mr.  DODDIUDOE  aud,  that  this  monui^  he  had  been 
waited  on  hj  an  agent,  to  state  that  the  Council  of  the 
of  Wauiii^ton  wished  to  be  heard  on  the  same  sub- 
iecti  and,  as  the  people  of  this  District  can  nowhere  be 
nesnl  on  subjects  affeeting  them  so  vitally,  except  before 
ttie  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  he  moved 
that  the  hUl  in  queatum,  together  with  the  amendments 
prmoeed  to  H,  be  refernd  to  the  appropriate  committee. 

"nua  bUl,  Mr.  D.  said,  had  got  on  to  the  present  stage 
wltfi  much  speed  and  good  fortune,  without  ever  hainng 
been  seen  by  the  committee  to  which  its  consideration  of 
right  belonged.  To  put  this  in  a  plun  point  of  view,  it 
was  necescary  to  observe,  that  nothing  was  asked  of  Con- 
gress tn  their  character  of  a  National  Le^slature,  but  only 
as  the  Legislature  of  the  District.  The  company  had 
been  hwKpoMtcd  by  &  charter  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
with  eertmn  immamties  and  privileges,  one  of  which  was 
a  power  to  extend  from  the  main  road  as  many  lateral  rail- 
ways as  they  please.  By  virtue  of  their  Maryland  charter, 
they  may  extend  the  contemplated  branch  to  this  District, 
but  without  our  consent  they  cannot  enter  it.  This  con- 
sent they  wish  to  obtain  by  the  tuU,  and  nothing  more — 
they  ask  no  fonda  nor  aid  whatever.  It  is  eindent,  there- 
fore, that  the  connderation  of  this  subject  ezclorively,  in 
tiie  first  instance,  belonged  to  that  oommittee  whose  'du^ 
it  was  to  guard,  not  only  the  rights  and  interests  of  this 
people,  who  have  no  representative  here,  but  also  to  take 
care  of  the  property  of  the  nation  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton.  He  hoped,  therefore,  no  objection  would  be  made 
to  die  refinenee  he  ad:ed. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  he  had  no  objection  that  the  Com- 
nuttee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  should  throw  as 
strong  a  ^uard  around  the  people  of  the  District  as  it 
was  in  their  power  to  do.  It  was  certainly  the  right  and 
the  du^  of  Congress,  as  the  Legislature  for  the  District, 
to  do  BO.  But,  while  he  admitted  this,  he  must  be  par- 
doned for  su(^sting  another  course,  which  was  more 
agreeable  to  his  views  of  expediency.  If  tlie  bill  were  to 
be  taken  iirom  the  tables  of  the  House,  it  was  impossible 
to  say  when  it  would  find  its  way  back  agun.  It  was  an 
umisual  course,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  to  recommit  a  bill 
when  it  had  arrived  at  the  stage  of  the  one  now  referred 
to.  He  saw  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  modifying  the  bill, 
if  it  was  denrable.  One  amendment  had  already  been 
offered  by  his  colleague,  uid  others  could  be  by  gentle- 
men, if  It  was  desiiwle,  without  a  recommitment.  He 
aikad  if  the  purpose  of  the  chairman  of  the  District  com- 
mittee would  not  be  as  well  answered,  if  the  bill  were 
made  the  order  for  some  particular  day;  and  in  the  mean 
time  be  could  prepare  such  amendments  as  he  considered 
dcsitiAle,  which  could  be  offered  when  the  bill  come  up 
for  coninderation.  Mr.  H.  said  be  was  for  the  road,  and 
notliing  else.  He  consulted  the  interest  of  no  particular 
company  or  corporation,  nor  &A  he  care  by  whom  it  was 
oonstmoted.  He  earnestly  desired  to  lee  the  wra-k  com- 
pleted. The  reason  why  he  was  o|>posed  to  bking  the 
bill  from  the  table  was,  because  of  its  great  importance, 
and  the  neces^ty  there  was  for  its  beung  acted  upon  at  an 
early  day.  A  great  deal  was  to  be  done  before  operations 
could  be  commenced  upon  the  road,  and  it  was  highly 
eimetUent  that  it  should  be  commenced  by  the  latter 
•nd  of  the  irinter»  or  early  part  of  the  spring.  If  the  ope- 
ration wu  dclqred  till  the  summer  season,  there  was 
reason  to  that  the  work  would  be  retarded  for  a  whole 
jear.  The  suggestion  he  bad  made,  if  the  House  should 
ccaeur  kk  tbe  fffoprieqr  of  a  motion  to  that  cftct,  be 


thought,  would  enable  the  chairman  of  the  District  com- 
mittee to  give  the  subject  all  posnble  attention  and  exam- 
ination, and  he  hoped  he  woiud  not  press  his  motion  far 
recommitment. 

hli.  DODDRIDGE  said  that  he  could  not  yield  to  the 
wish  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland;  nor  could  he  un- 
derstand by  what  reasm  genUemen  aaaumed  to  s^  tiut  a 
reference  would  defeat  tiie  tnll.  Such  was  not  his  derire, 
nor  could  it  be  that  of  the  Committee  for  the  District,  or 
its  inhabitants.  So  far  from  tltis,  be  intended  to'  propose 
to  ask  leave  of  the  House  to  sit  during  its  nttin]^  on  Mon- 
day next,  and  to  devote  that  day  to  an  examination  of  the 
subject,  and  to  a  hearing  of  tiie  parties. 

He  thought  he  coula  eompreitend  another  suggestion 
made  by  a  gentleman  from  Ibryland,  without  much  difB- 
cuhy.  He  has  said  that,  unless  the  bill  shall  pass  soon, 
and  nearly  in  its  present  shape,  the  road  cannot  be  made. 
In  reply  to  this  remark,  he  would  say,  that,  in  its  present 
shape,  he  did  not  see  how  any  man  who  properly  re- 
spected the  interests  of  this  city,  or  who  would  pay  a  pro- 
per regard  for  the  pubUc  property  in  it,  could  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  he  was  opposed  to  both  motions.  He 
viewed  tlie  matter  in  this  light:  tiierc  was  a  straggle  be- 
tween two  sections  of  the  county  of  Washington,  to  see 
which  could  reap  the  greatest  benefit  from  the  construc- 
tion of  the  proposed  road.  The  fact  was,  if  the  road  was 
not  suee^ly  constructeil,  it  would  not  be  made  at  all, 
and  tnus  the  citizens  of  the  District  would  lose  the  benefit 
of  it.  The  corporation  chartered  by  Maryland  was  willing 
to  make  the  road;  they  had  the  means  to  do  it,  and  would 
do  it  without  any  expense,  or  any  injury  to  the  property 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District.  If  tt  was  desirable  to 
the  people  of  the  metropolis  to  have  the  road  constructed, 
now  was  the  time  for  the  action  of  Congress,  as  their 
legislators,  pass  the  present  bill,  and  do  it  speedily, 
and  the  citizens  would  suon  reap  the  benefits  of  the  pro- 
posed measure. 

Mr.  SEMMES  imposed  the  motion  for  comnutment. 
There  was. great  necessi^,  he  ttidt  for  actinjr  on  the  bill 
as  speedily  as  possible,  not  only  on  account  of  the  Import- 
ance of  the  proposed  work,  but  there  was  danger  that,  if 
the  bill  was  taken  from  the  tables  of  the  House,  it  would 
be  a  long  time  before  it  would  regain  its  present  situation. 
There  were  a  number  of  subjects  likely  to  come  before 
the  House — the  proposed  amendment  to  the  constitution; 
the  bill  to  apportion  the  representation  under  the  ftfUi 
'  census;  perhaps  tiie  tariff  question,  and  no  doubt  others, 
the  discussion  of  which  would  be  likely  to  retard  the  ac- 
tion of  the  House  on  this  bill,  if  it  was  recommitted.  For 
his  part,  he  should  prefer  to  make  it  the  qiecial  order  for 
some  day  certain,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  by  consultation, 
.  and  examination  of  the  various  interests  concerned,  gen- 
tlemen would  be  prepared  to  offer  such  amendments  as 
'  were  necessarj-,  when  the  biD  eame  up  for  the  action 
the  House. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  regretted  very  much  tlie  oppom- 
tion  which  had  been  made  to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virainia,  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  He 
thouglit  that  the  course  proposed  by  the  chwrman  of  the 
District  committee  was  the  best.  The  course  pursued  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  who  bad  spoken  on  the  sub- 
ject'was,  in  his  opiiuon,  incorrect.  He  thoi^t  this  was 
a  fiur  subject  for  the  investigation  of  the  iMstrict  eommit- 
tee.  The  bill  was  now  in  the  poaseswon  of  the  House, 
and  such  disposition  could  be  made  of  it  as  gentlemen 
chose.  If  tite  House  was  determined  to  give  it  the  go4)y, 
it  could  be  done  now;  but,  if  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee fotthe  District  of  Columbia,  when  reported  by  them, 
it  could  be  made  the  order  for  a  day  certain,  and  tecove 
the  early  action  of  the  House.  The  present  was  a  case  in 
which  the  friends  of  internal  improvement  ahould  unite  to 
ensure  the  success  of  the  proposed  measure;  and  if  there 
ever  was  a  subject  calling  m  their  united  exertion,  this 
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WSJ  one.  If  the  gentlemen  from  Hairy  Und  wished  For  the 
success  of  the  proposed  meisure,  he  was  firmly  of  the  be- 
Uef  that  they  ^ould  concur  in  tlie  proposed  refcMace  to 
the  District  comnuttee. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  expressed  himself  in  IkroT  of  Qie  mo- 
tion. He  should  be  glad  to  hare  the  whole  matter  refer- 
red to  the  District  committee.  This  lie  ccmudered  by  fkr 
the  better  counef  they  would  become  acqiiunted  with 
(he  sentitDCQtsoftbe  people  of  the  District,  and  obtain  all 
the  necessary  information  to  enable  the  House  to  act  un- 
derstandingly  on  the  subjecL  The  House  would  thus 
have  it  in  its  power  to  get  along  with  the  more  easei  and 
the  subject  would  undoubtedly  be  the  sooner  disposed  of. 

Mr.  CAHBRELENG  was  of  opinion  that,  if  the  motion' 
prevuled,  the  bill  would  be  lost.  He  ^ould  oppose  eve. 
ry  motion  that  tended  to  giv«  an  opportunify  for  the  inter- 
ference the  people  of  the  District  in  the  legiabiUon  of 
the  House  relative  to  the  proposed  road.  If  they  were 
allowed  to  interfere  as  it  suited  their  particular  interests, 
we  should  consume  ^ears  in  acting  on  this  or  any  other 
subjeot.  The  question  wu  m  nmplc  oac— tiie  company 
asked  fcr  no  ud,  but  simply  to  be  allowed  the  privilege  of 
making  the  road.  It  was  not  proper  to  put  it  in  the  power 
of  any  individual  or  corporation  to  say  where  the  road 
should  be  located.  There  was  no  en^neer  wanted  to  ex. 
amine  aiid  mtf  k  out  the  route  of  the  road.  The  Balti- 
iDore  coouiany  offered  to  nake  it  free  of  expense,  and 
they  should  be  allowed  to  locate  and  carry  it  where  their 
interest  would  be  most  promoted. 

Mr.  IHBIE  said,  there  were  various  and  conBictlng  in. 
terests  among  the  citizens  of  the  District,  and  it  was  pro- 
per that,  before  receiving  the  action  of  the  House,  the  bill 
•hould  go  where  it  bad  never- yet  been,  viz.  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia.  Congress  was  the 
aole  Legislature  for  the  District  and  it  was  its  bounden 
duty  to  wati^  over  it»  interests,  and  protect  the  people  in 
all  their  rights.  Therefiffc^  it  was  expedient  that  the  lull 
should  take  the  course  proposed.  He  was  in  &vor  of  the 
construction  of  the  Mfu),  but  he  wished  it  located  where 
it  would  best  subserve  the  interests,  and  tend  to  the  pros, 
perity  of  the  District  He  had,  however,  risen  princi- 
pally to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  of  its  rules, 
and  ho  called  lor  the  reading  of  it  It  was  read  by  the 
Clerk,  as  follows:  "  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia  to  take  into  consideration  all 
such  petttioBS,  matters,  or  things,  touching  the  said  Dis- 
trict, as  shall  be  presented,  or  riuU  come  in  question,  and 
be^  referred  t6  them  by  the  House,  and  to  report  their 
opinion  thereon,  together  with  such  propoutions  relative 
thereto,  as  to  them  shall  seem  expedient." 

Mr.  DHAVTON  inquired  wbeiner  the  memorial,  asking 
for  liberty  to  construct  the  road  within  the  District  had 
been  presented  by  cUiiena  of  the  District,  or  by  the  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  Railroad  Company. 

He  was  answered,  by  the  latter. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  expressed  himself  very  strongly  in 
favor  of  the  motion  before  the  House.  It  was  an  uisurd 
idea  that  the  citizens  of  the  Dittrict  should  not  be  allowed 
to  remonstrate  against  an^  measure  that  was  not  fbr  th^r 
interest!  or  that  any  portion  of  them  should  not  be  per- 
mitted  to  memorialize  Congress,  either  to  obtain  a  benefit 
from  any  proposed  act  of  legislation,  or  to  prevent  an  in- 
jury likely  to  arise  therefrom.  The  people  of  this  Dis- 
trict were  almost  disfranchisedt  and  he  thouj^t  it  would 
be  a  hard  case  to  debar  them  from  enjoying  the  little 
liberty  that  was  left  them.  He  saw  notlung  wrong  in 
consulting  with  the  people  before  pasnng  laws  by  which 
they  were  to  be  governed. .  He  oonndercd  the  doctrine 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  as  a  very  ungular  one, 
and  should  be  sorry  if  it  prevailed  to  any  great  extent. 
He  thought  the  request  of  t^e  chiurman  of  the  committee 
a  TOy  reasonable  one,  and  hopedit  would  be  granted. 

Mr.  HOWARD  sud,  that,  when  the  mcOKxial  was  sent 


to  him  to  be  presented  to  the  House,  Jie  had  searched  the 
records  to  know  to  what  committee  he  should  propose  its 
reference.  He  had  found  two  cases  of  a  similar  nature, 
(which  he  stated,)  one  of  which  had  been  refined  to  the 
Comnuttee  on  Roads  and  CanaUt  and  the  other  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  was  conse- 
quently at  a  loss  to  know  what  direction-  to  give  it.  The 
gentleman  who  had  just  addressed  the  House  had  said  that 
it  was  not  rigtit  to  pass  laws  having  relation  to  the  District, 
without  consulting  with  the  people  thereof.  He  concur- 
red with  lum  in  this  opiiuon.  When  the  petition  was  pre- 
sented, it  was  noticed  in  the  public  papers,  and  was  pub- 
iialted  at  large  in  one  of  them  the  next  day.  If  the  peo- 
ple here  had  any  objections  to  the  proposed  measure,  why 
did  tbey  not  appear  before  the  Standing  Committee  for 
tlie  District,  and  state  them.  That  committee  had  been 
in  session  on  many  days  «nce,  and  thus  gave  the  citizens 
an  opportunity  to  be  heard,  if  they  had  any  remonstrance 
to  onert  but  no  one  had  appeared  before  iL  It  was  incon- 
ustent  to  lay,  therefinv,  that  an  opportuni^  had  not  been 
given  them  to  be  beard.  The  CMmi^tee  was  at  all  time* 
acces^ble,  and  no  complaint  could'  be  made  to  the  con- 
trary. 

Mr.  H.  would  remark,  that  no  injury  could  possibly 
arise  to  the  citizens,  or  the  corporations  of  the  District, 
by  the  passage  of  the  bill  on  the  table.  It  was  carefully 
worded— the  road  was  not  to  interfisre  with  or  obsttuct 
the  traTcl  or  transportation  on  any  streett  and  all  private 
property  necessarily  condonned  was  to  be  paid  Ibri  ao 
that  the  interests  oi  the  corporations  had  not  been  over- 
looked by  the  comnuttee  which  had  reported  tb«  UU.  He 
trusted,  in  concluMon,  that  the  bill  would  not  be  thrown 
from  the  table,  and  thus  lose  a  station  which  it  woidd  not,  - 
perhaps,  ever  regain. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  said,  that,  if  he  could  rightly  under- 
stand the  bill,  (aod  he  read  it  lUtentively  with  that  view,) 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  this  road  froni  pssan^r  tltfougn 
the  northwest  cof  ner  of  Georgetown,  so  as  to  meet  the 
Ohio  and  Chesapeake  canal,  at  or  above  the  Little  Falls, 
which  would  prostrate  the  vidue  of  proper^  in  this  city 
eithei  held  under  or  by  the  United  States.  The  other 
argument,  that  this  bill  had  already  been  under  the  consi- 
deration of  a  conmnttee  who  had  attended  to  the  interests 
of  the  District,  and  before  wluch  the  Inhabitants  mtefat 
have  appeared  and  defended  their  interests,' he  thou^t, 
admitted  of  this  reply:  that  the  same  thing  might  be  urg- 
ed, and  with  the  same  propriety,  if  the  former  reference 
had  been  to  any  other  standing  committee—that  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  for  instance. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  refi^ng  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  determined 
in  the  affinnatiTe — yeas  66,  nays  57. 

COPYRIGHTS. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  "to  amend  the  aevcral  acta 

respecting  copyrights." 

[The  last  section  of  the  bill  was  substantially  as  fbUows: 

Szc.  16.  That  any  author  or  authors,  &c.ofanybook,  Stc. 
who  have  heretofbre  obtained  the  copyright  thereof,  ac- 
cording to  law,  ^ould  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  act, 
for  such  period  of  time  as  would,  together  with  the  time 
which  should  have  eUpsed  from  the  first  entry  (rf*  such 
copyright,  make  up  the  term  of  taeoty-eight  year%  wiOi 
the  same  privil^e  to  himself  or  themselves,  his  or  tiidr 
widow,  child,  or  children,  of  renewing  the  ct^yrig^it  at 
the  expiration  thereof,  as  is  provided  in  relation  to  copy- 
rights originally  secured  under  the  act,  and  with  the  benefit 
the  sevenil  providons  thereof,  fcc 

This  last  section  Mr.  ELLSWORTH,  bylMtrvclion  of 
the  J  udiciary  committee,  proposed  to  strike  out,  and  to  in- 
sert, in  lieu  thereof,  the  lollowingt 

".Antf  £e  i<,/w<W  enactor  Tba^  whenever  a  eopyi^ht 
baa  been  hrretcAve  obtained  by  wiy  auflnr.  or  aathtt^ 
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inventor,  designer,  or  engnver,  of  luiy  book>  map,  chart, 
print,  cut,  or  engraving,  or  hy  a  proprietor  of  the  Mine, 
if  nicli  Mithor,  or  authors,  or  eitlier  of  them,  such  inven* 
tor,  dengner,  or  engnver,  be  living  at  the  pasnge  of  this 
ac^  then  such  autlwr,  or  authors,  or  the  lurvivor  of  then, 
Mch  inventor,  designer,  or  engraver,  shall  continue  to  have 
the  aameezclunve  rig^t  to  his  book,  chart,  man,  print,  cut, 
or  en^ving,  with  the  benefit  of  each  and  all  tne  provisions 
of  this  act,  for  the  security  thereof,  for  such  additional  pe- 
riod of  time  as  will,  toother  with  the  time  which  shall  tiave 
elapsedfromthe  first  entry  of  such  copyright,  make  up  the 
term  of  twenty-ei^t  years,  wiih  the  same  right  to  his 
widow,  child,  or  children,  to  renew  the  copyright  at  tite  ex- 
piration thereof^  as  is  above  provided  in  relation  to  copy- 
lightsoriginaUyMcurednnderttusact  And  if  mch  author, 
or  autbOTi,  inventor,  de^ner,  or  engraver,  shall  not  be 
living  at  the  paarnge  of  uiia  act,  then  hia  or  their  heirs, 
executors,  and  administrators,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  like 
exclii^ve  enjoyment  of  said  copyright,  with  the  benefit  of 
each  and  all  the  proviwons  of  this  act,  for  the  security 
thereof  for  the  period  of  twentjk-eight  years  from  the  first 
entry  of  siod  copyri^t,  with  the  like  privileges  of  renewal 
to  tne  widow,  child,  or  children  of  such  author,  or  authors, 
dedgner.  Inventor,  or  engraver,  as  is  provided  in  relation 
to  copyrights  originally  secured  under  this  act:  Fnmdedt 
That  tms  act  shall  not  extend  to  any  copyri^t  heretofore 
secured,  the  term  of  which  has  already  expired."] 

Hr.  HOFFMAN  opposed  the  bill,  which  appeared  to 
him  to  be  at  variance  with  every  principle  of  sound  poUcy. 
It  went  to  Mtablish  a  monopoly  of  wnich  author*  alone 
would  reap  the  advanb^,  to  the  public  detriment.  The 
pewle  had  rights  to  be  secured  as  well  as  authors  and 
publishers:  ai»l  he  would  iubnut  to  the  House  whether 
It  would  not  be  better,  in  a  case  of  such  importance,  to 
send  the  bill  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  where 
every  part  of  it  could  be  fully  (Uscussed.  He  instanced 
ttie  case  of  anv  person  discovering  or  inventing  any  useful 
improvement  in  the  arts,  taking  out  a  patent,  and  being 
obliged  to  lodge  a  full  specification  and  an  entire  model  of 
his  work  in  tlie  proper  office,  and  that,  too,  so  accurately 
and  minutely,  that  a  wmilar-one  could  be  made  from  the 
model  and  description^  and  yet,  even  then,  the  applicant 
received  hu  patent  right  for  fourteen  years  on)}*,  and,  at 
the  expiration  of  that  period,  his  invention  be«une  the 
property,  of  the  public. 

So  It  should  be»  said  Mr>  with  the  author  or  pub- 
Iisber*  Therewaaanin^ifiedcontraetbetireenthemanathe 

Eublic.  They,  m  virtue  of  their  eopyriglit,  sold  their 
ooks  to  the  Utter  at  an  exorbitant  rate;  and  the  latter, 
therefore,  had  the  right  to  avail  themselves  of  the  work, 
whentheeopyrightexpired.  Beudes,  it  would  be  a  breach 
of  contract  with  those  booksellers  who  had  purchased 
ct^^ghts  of  authors  heretofore,  and  whose  ripits  would 
be  infringed  upon,  should  the  privileges  of  the  authors  of 
works  tie  extended  aa  proposed  by  the  UU.  He  trusted 
that,  if  they  would  Instate  upon  the  subject,  thev  would 
l^^late  so  as  to  leave  the  rights  of  all  int^ested  in  this 
matter  predsely  in  their  present  state. 

Hr.  ELLSWORTH  vindicated  the  bill,  which,  he  con- 
tended, would,  in  its  results,  enhance  the  literary  charac- 
ter of  tlw  eountiy,  by  boldit^  forth  to  men  of  learning 
md  geiuus  adi^tumal  inducements  to  devote  their  time 
and  talents  to  Uterature  and  the  fine  arts.  He  moved  an 
•mendmcnt,  extending  the  securiw  afforded  by  the  act  to 
living  autiu»«,  and»  in  the  event  of  their  death,  and  their 
leanng&n^es,  toUic  fiunily,  for  afurtherperiod  of  twelve 
years. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  repUed;  and  was  followed  by 
Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  who  strenuously  supported  the 
meeiure,  as  one  that  wxrald  do  honor  to  the  country,  and- 
promote,  in  the  most  eminent  degree,  the  advancement  of 
■U  that  oinobles  and  digidfies  intellectual  man.  He  was  in 
fiffor  of  the  aiMndUeat,  in  particular,  as  no  more  than  an 


act  of  pure  justice;  for  why,  he  asked,  should  the  author 
who  had  sold  his  copyright  a  week  ago,  be  placed  in  a 
worse  situation  than  the  author  who  should  sell  hia  work 
the  day  after  the  passing  of  that  act  ^  He  wotdd  cite  a  sin- 
cle  case  by  way  of  illustration.  Webster's  Dictionary, 
or  instance,  that  unrivalled  work,  that  monument  of  the 
learning,  industry,  and  genius  of  its  author.  What,  he 
inquired,  should  that  great  work,  the  labor  of  a  whole  life, 
be  secured  to  its  author,  under  the  existing  law,  only  for 
the  term  allowed  in  tlie  event  of  the  paswng  of  a  biu  ex- 
tending the  period  of  copyrights^  No:  all  cases  came 
within  the  spirit  of  the  measure;  and  justice,  policy,  and 
equity  alike  SDrbade  that  any  distinction  should  be  made 
between  them. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  adverted  to  the  argument  of  his 
friend  and  colleague,  [Mr.  Hoptmak,]  as  to  an  implied 
contract  existing  between  an  author  and  the  public, 
which  the  former  relinquishes  hia  right  to  hia  works,  at  the 
end  of  fourteen  years,  to  the  public.  The  whole  argu- 
ment was  founded  on  a  mistake,  apparent  to  the  eye  of 
common  sense,  and  repugnant  to  uie  law  of  the  land- 
There  was  no  contract;  tne  work  of  an  author  was  the 
result  of  his  own  labor.  It  was  a  riglit  of  property  exist- 
ing before  the  law  of  copyriglits  had  been  made.  That 
statute  did  not  give  the  right,  it  only  secured  it}  it  pro- 
vided a  legal  remedy  for  ttie  infringement  of  the  right, 
and  that  was  the  sum  of  it.  It  was,  he  repeated,  merely 
a  legal  provision  for  tlie  protection  of  a  natural  right. 
That  right  was  acknowlei^ed  bv  all,  and  hence  the  dis- 
grace attendant  on  phigiarism  ana  literary  piracy.  It  was 
so  held  in  Englandt  and  in  the  great  case  of  literarjr  pro- 
perty, tried  before  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  the  ju^;es 
were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  an  author  had  an  inhe> 
rent  right  in  the  property  of  his  works.  The  bill  before 
the  House  went  merely  to  extend  the  remedy  to  twenty- 
eight  years.  It  was  not  the  granting  of  a  property.  Such 
is  the  view,  said  Mr.  V. ,  taken  of  it  in  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  such  Is  my  opinion  of  it.  I  con- 
ceive tiie  bill  and  the  amendment  ought  to  pass  into  a 
lawt  as  I  connder  the  measure  not  only  politic  and  proper, 
but  a  necessary  act  of  common  justice. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  rejoined.  His  colleague  who  had 
just  sat  down,  had  spoken  of  the  right  of  authors,  and 
had  described  the  copyright  act  as  simply  a  remedy  for 
the  ^use  of  that  rig^tt.  That  seemed  to  him  [Mr.  H.] 
as  amounting  almost  to  a  contradiction  in  terms:  for  he 
knew  of  no  right  but  a  remedial  right;  and  he  was  per- 
fectiy  willing  to  leave  authors  every  tight  possible,  Jiro- 
vided  thejr  were  net  granted  the  extended  remedy  oi  the 
present  bill. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  and  Mr.  HOFFMAN  mutually  ex- 
plained. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Masaachusetta,  supported  the  biD 
and  amendment. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  ElliwoKth  was  then  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to  strike 
out  twenty-eight  jrears,  and  imert  fonrtecnt  but  the  pro- 
position W.-U  negatived. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  tiiird  rca^ng  to-morrow — ^yeasSl,  nays  31 1  and 
llie  House  adjourned. 

Pbidat,  Jaxpakt  7. 
[For  tlie  report,  see  the  Appendix.] 

REDUCTION  OF  BOUNTIES. 
Mr.  McDUFFIE,  from  tlie  Comnuttee  of  Wa^s  and 
Jtfeans,  reported  a  bill  to  reduce  the  bounty  on  piekled 
fish  exported. 
It  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 
Mr.  MeDUFFIE  said  thAt  the  hill  was  one  of  great 
importance]  and  it  was  derirable  that  it  should  pass  spee- 
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dtly,  u  fish  ttiat  might  be  ezpurtad  before  the  first  of  the 
month,  were  entiued,  by  ^e  present  law,  to  the  full 
amount  of  the  bounty  which  it  was  the  object  of  the 
preaent  bill  to  reduce.  He  mored,  therefore*  tiiat  it  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  rea^ng. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  rose  to  request  that  the  bill  miriit 
lay  on  tiie  table  for  a  short  thne,  to  give  an  opportunity 
to  examine  it.  The  first  notice  the  tlouse  have  of  the 
bill  is,  by  having  it  read  by  the  Clerk;  and  it  is  propofted 
to  Congress  to  piss  it  without  a  moment's  time  for  refiec- 
tion  or  examination  of  its  provisions.  It  may  be  all  right, 
and  such  as  we  ought  to  passt  but,  as  it  rektes  to  an  im- 
portant pMtion  of  idtizens^  who  are  indiqienaable  to  our 
navigating  interest  and  to  our  navy,  Mr.  A.  wished,  at 
least,  for  ati  mportiuitly  to  read  the  bill  befcve  he  gave 
his  vote  upon  n.  Be  felt  a  deep  interest  in  whatever  re- 
lafed  to  our  commerce  and  our  navy,  the  prosperity  of 
which  depended  on  our  fisheries;  and  whatever  depresses 
the  latter,  would  most  assuredly  be  felt  by  the  former. 
Every  maritime  Power  has  seen  the  importance  of  en- 
couraging and  increasing  her  fisheries,  as  the  only  sure 
foundation  of  her  coromertnal  and  naval  prosperity)  and 
he  hoped  we  should  not  lightly,  and  without  the  usual 
conadention,  pass  any  bill  that  might,  in  its  consequences, 
injure  this  nurseiy  of  our  Aearaen,  and  render  our  navy 
dependent  on  foreigners  for  men.  Look,  for  a  moment 
to  Great  Britain,  the  greatest  Power  on  the  ocean,  and 
let  us  be  mhidful  to  profit  by  experience.  Bee  the  en- 
coomgetnent  she  has  -^ven,  and  still  ^ves,  to  maintun 
and  incicne  her  firiieries. '  Her  fidieries  pay  no  duty  on 
salt,  and  yet  she  gives  a  greater  bounty  than  we  ever  have 
given  ours;  Uieelnects  of  which  are  seen  both  in  her  mer- 
chant ships  and  men  of  war,  all  manned  with  her  own 
subjects.  Not  so  with  ours.  At  this  very  hour,  one-tiiird 
of  all  the  sailors  in  our  tonnage  afloat  are  foreigners;  and 
It  is  not  in  our  power  to  send  a  sing^^  frigate  to  sea  with  a 
foil  compleraent  of  native  sailors.  The  bad  effects  of  this 
practice  of  manning  our  ships  will  be  severely  felt  when 
a  war  shall  call  us  on  the  ocean.  Mr.  A.  did  not  know 
that  this  bill  would  have  any  injurious  effect  on  the 
fisheries,  yet  still  be  wished  a  short  time  to  examine 
it,  and  requested  that  it  might  lay  on  the  table  until 
Monday. 

Mr.  REED  said,  the  subject  had  come  upon  them  in  so 
unexpected  a  manner,  that  it  was  scarcely  possible  to 
meet  it  and,  discuss  its  merits  at  onep.  He  was  opposed 
to  its  beii^  thus  rapidly  ^sposed  o^  before  an  opportu. 
ntty  was  aifordcd  to  those  who  might  be  interested  in  it, 
to  give  it  a  due  and  proper  consideration.  Mr.  Jefferson, 
when  Secretary  of  State,  had  entered  into  a  full  investi- 
gation of  the  matter,  and  presented  a  report  upion  it, 
which  was,  perhaps  unknown  to  manjr,  but  which  ought 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  all  whose  duty  it  was  tn  IcgisUte 
respecting  it.  In  that  report,  he  took  a  review  of  the 
practice  in  England  and  France,  those  two  great  cnrnmcr* 
cial  nations,  with  reganl  to  the  system  of  bounties  gene- 
rally, but,  in  particular,  as  respected  the  fiaheries.  In 
order  that  the  opinions  of  that  great  statesman  on  this  sub- 
ject might  be  known,  he  was  anxious  for  the  republishing 
of  that  report.  It  was  as  applicable  to  the  present  day, 
as  to  the  period  for  which  it  was  written.  The  question 
was  one  of  infinite  importan<!e.  The  fisheries,  although 
of  direct  interest  to  one  class  of  the  community  only,  were 
yet  of  advanta^  to  all;  for  our  trade,  our  commerce, 
and  our  navigation  were  all,  more  or  less,  affected  by  it. 
He  would  go  further;  )te  would  state  that  the  fishing  busi- 
ness was  so  poor,  that  no  nation  could  en^ge  in  it  with- 
out the  encoura^ment  afforded  by  national  bounties. 
He  could  state  this  from  lus  own  personal  observation;  at 
least,  as  far  as  onr  own  fisheries  were  concerned.  And 
let  gentlemen  also  look  to  tlie  fact,  that  those  fisheries 
eonttftnitedto  the  best  defence  of  the  country*.  He  did 
not  speak  of  foture  wars — he  tUd  not  anticipate  such 


evils — but  should  we  not  be  exempt  ftom  such  scourges^ 
where  would  our  battles  be  fought  .'  Not  upon  the  soil  of 
our  country,  but  upon  the  waves  (rf"  the  ocean.  The  tri- 
umphs of  the  last  war  were  not,  and  never  could  he,  for- 
gotten. The  fisheries  had  been  the  nurseries  of  our 
seamen,  and  long  mi^t  they  continue  to  be  so.  He  con- 
cluded by  stating  that  he  considered  the  bill  to  have  a 
tendency  to  destroy  that  valuable  branch  of  our  com- 
merce, and  to  root  up  the  school  of  our  itiost  hardy, 
enterprising,  and  skilful  seamen.  There  had  been  no 
change  in  the  policy  of  other  nations  in  respect  to  the 
fishery  bounties:  Holland,  England,  and  France  had  con- 
tinned  tiinr  systems,  and  prospered  under  titem.  He 
hoped  the  bill  would  be  postponed  for  a  fHr  days;  and  if 
no  other  member  of  the  House  should  make  a  motion  to 
that  effect,  he  himself  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  do  so. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  sud  that  he  did  not  see  the  policy  of 
the  postponement.  The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Hassaebusetts  [Mr.  Raan]  was  founded  on  a  mistaken 
basis.  Every  one  knew  that  a  large  bounty  was  ^ren  on 
the  tonnage  of  vessels  employed  for  four  months  in  the 
year  in  the  fidting  trade;  and  the  law  be  proposed  did 
not  effect  this.  It  went  merely  to  effect  a  correspon^ng 
reduction  in  the  bounty  to  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on 
salt.  The  duty  on'  salt  was  formerly  twenty  cents  per 
bushel — and  a  bushel  of  salt,  he  believed,  was  sufficient 
to  pickle  a  barrel  of  fish.  I'hat  duty  was  now  only  ten 
cents  per  bu^cl;  and  would  any  gentleman  then  say,  that 
the  same  bounty  should  be  allowed  in  the  one  case  as  in 
the  others  If  a  delay  is  wished  in  Uib  case,  why,  let  itbe 
erantedi  but,  sud  Mr.  McD.,  I  give  notice  that,  on  the 
further  discuauon  of  this  subject,  I  may,  perhaps,  be  in- 
duced to  go  intothe  question  of  the  bounty  on  toimagc.  I 
did  hope  that  no  opposition  would  have  been  offered  to  this 
measure.  lamwilhngthat  it  be  postponed  until  Monday. 

Mr.  MARTIN  sud  that  it  was  his  intention  to  investi- 
gate the  whole  of  the  bounty  system.  Salt  and  the  fish- 
eries were  not  the  only  articles  of  the  eommerce  of  the 
country.  He  wialied  gentlemen  to  understand  that  he 
should  enter  particularTy  into  the  question  of  drawbacks. 

Afler  some  further  lUBeusnon,  the  bill  was  posQioned 
until  Monday. 

CLAIM  OF  JAMES  MONROE. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MERCER,  resolved 
itself  into  a  Comnnittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Fmux  in  tiie 

chair,  and  resumed  the  coniilderalion  of  the  bill  "for  the 
relief  of  James  Monroe."  The  question  before  the 
House  being  on  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Wbittlbsbt,  when 
the  bill  was  last  under  constderation,  to  strike  out  ttie  en- 
acting clause  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  said,  this  was  a  delicate  question,  and 
he  was  sorry  to  be  impelle^l  by  what  he  believed  to  be  a 
sense  of  duty  to  resist  the  passage  of  the  bill.  He  had, 
as  far  as  opportunity  wouU  enable  him  to  do  so,  examined 
the  subject,  and  was  clearly  convinced  the  claim  was 
wholly  destitute  of  foundation.  If  it  be  tested  by  the 
Uws  and  usages  of  the  country,  it  will  be  found  that 
Congress  has  not  only  dealt  justly,  but  generously,  with 
the  individual  whose  demand  we  are  now  called  upon  to 
consider. 

Let  me  not,  said  Mr-  W.,  be  suspected  of  a  design  to 
make  an  appeal  to  popular  topics,  or  to  use  declamatonr 
language,  when  I  say  that  in  this  country  all  men  are  equal; 
that  separate  or  exclusive  privilejjes  and  immunities  are 
not  to  be  allowed  to  any  one.  Tliis  is  the  vital  principle 
of  the  republic,  the  genius  of  our  Government,  and  no 
measure  in  contravention  of  it  should  ever  be  proposed— 
or,  if  proposed,  it  should  certainly  not  be  adopted.  If  a 
law  be  passed  for  the  benefit  of  any  one  individual,  that 
principle  of  equality  which  is  essential  to,  and  iiiscpanrble 
from,  the  very  nattireof  otir  political  institutions,  requires 
— imy,  air,  demand^  that  all  our  citizens  should  be  simi- 
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hrly  benefited.  In  tiuiviev  of  Uie  wbject,  letting  ande 
the  aum  to  be  pud,  the  cbim  or  Mr.  Monroe  is  rery  im- 
portant The  aum  proposed  to  be  given  to  him  is  aixty- 
•even  thousand  nine  nundred  and  eighty  doUara  and  nine- 
ty-six cents;  which  is  a  large  amount,  considering  it  merely 
as  a  private  daim.  But  great  as  the  sum  is,  itisnotatall 
iMnpuable  in  iMwratude  to  tiie  prinoiple  involved  m 
because  the  same  Kind  of  ffrantmuat  and  should  be  made 
to  every  other  ratizen  umiurly  situated.  For,  if  not,  that 
equal  condition  of  rights  and  privileges,  in  which  M  are 
tiiu|pbt  to  repose  in  confidence  and  safety,  will  not  be 
maintiuned. 

We  were  told  the  other  day  that  there  were  some  sub- 
jecto  into  wluch  menUien  of  this  House  would  not  inquire. 
If  any  gentlenum  chooses  to  decide  questions  before  him 
without  examination,  be  it  soi  it  is  nouing  to  me;  it  is  an 
affair  between  him  and  hit  constituents.  But  I  think  my 
duty  best  performed  when  I  have  given  to  every  subject 
the  fullest  examination  of  which  I  am  capable,  and  ^ve 
decided  it  according  to  the  weight  of  evidence  before  me. 
It  affords  me  no  pleasure  to  oppose  any  claim,  whether  it 
comes  from  a  distinguished  citizen,  frc^t  one  who  has  fill- 
ed all  the  hi^  offices  in  the  country,  or  finrni  one  whose 
life  has  always  been  private  and  obscurei  and  who  never 
has  filled  any  office.  But  distingui^ed  dtizena,  if  they 
persevere  in  making  demands  of  the  Government,  must 
expect  to  have  their  clunu  examined;  they  must  and  shall 
be  dealt  with  by  me  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  were 
people  the  most  humble  and  obscure:  and  if  the  claims  of 
the  lattepare  to  be  rejected,  ao  must  those  of  the  former. 
No  difference  should  be  made,  but  equal  and  exact  justice 
should  characterize  all  our  proceetUngs. 

From  what  we  have  heard  in  this  House,  and  from  what 
has  been  gomg  on  out  of  it,  one  might  be  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  Mr.  Monroe  had  served  his  country  for  nothing; 
that  throughout  a  long  hfe,  embracing  a  period  of  many 
years,  tUs  distinguished  patriot  had  devoted  himself  to  the 
public  without  anjr  compensation  whatever.  But  is  tiiis 
the  faet>  No,  nr,  it  is  not  So  far  from  it,  that  it  may 
be  affirmedas  a  truth  well  established  and  beyond  alt  doubt 
or  contradiction,  that  he  has  received  more  of  the  pub- 
lic money  than  any  other  citizen  in  the  whole  country. 
In  a  publication  made  by  the  late  Governor  of  Virginia, 
(Bir.  Giles,)  it  was  stated  that  Mr.  Monroe  had  then  re- 
ceived as  much  as  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the 
public  money.  This  statement  has  never  been  deiued  or 
contradicted  by  any  one;  and  I  believe  it  can  be  verified 
by  recorded  evidence  on  file  in  the  various  departmentsof 
tjie  Government.  If  this  be  true — and  I  presume  no  one 
will  attempt  to  deny  it — what  coiicluMon  must  follow? 
Not  that  Mr.  Monroe  has  served  for  nothing;  not  that  he 
has  labored  throu^i  a  long  life  without  any  compensation; 
but  that  in  serving  the  public  he  has  also  served  Umself; 
that  he  has  been  pud  four  hundred  tiiousand.  dollars, 
which  is  a  greater  sum  tlian  any  other  man  has  received. 
If  any  one  has  ever  had  so  much,  the  fact  has  entirely 
escaped  my  observation.  Very  certain  I  am  that  General 
Washington  did  not;  neither  did  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, or  Mr.  Madison,  who  were  his  predecessors  in  the 
Preudenlial  office.  Has  any  other  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment bad  u  equal  amountf  I  believe  not.  Confident  1 
am  that  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, the  Secretary  of  the  War,  or  Navy  Department,  or 
Attorney  General,  nor  any  member  of  either  House  of  Con- 
gress,  has  received  a  sum  by  any  means  comparable  to  tliat 
which  has  already  been  paid  to  Mr.  Monroe.  Why,  then, 
should  it  be  said  that  this  distiiiguiiihed  individual — for  dis- 
tinguished 1  admit  him  to  be— has  not  been  duly  compen- 
sated for  his  serviceii?  Why  should  tiie  Government  be 
reproachc<l,  as  it  has  been  in  many  places,  with  turning  a 
deaf  year  to  his  well-founded  complaints?  Sir,  I  deny  the 
correctness  of  tlieae  alK-gutions.  I  contend  tliat  full, 
ample,  and  complete  justice  has  beenalreadydonetohim; 


that  the  Government  hu  treated  lum,  not  onlv  with  jus- 
tice, but  with  generosity,  reference  boi^  bad  to  the  law 
and  usage  which  regulate  and  control  ttie  settlement  of 
accounts  in  all  analogous  cases. 

It  is  prima  feicie  evidence  against  the  justice  of  this 
claim,  that  Mr.  Jeflenon  refiised  to  allow  it.  Id  his  ad- 
mmistration,  the  gre«ter  part  of  the  service  was  pnlbmi- 
ed.  He  beat  knew  the  vahie  of  those  serncea,  and  codbc- 
quently  could  best  measure  the  amount  of  compensatioii 
to  which  the  individual  who  l«ndered  them  was  entitled. 
After  the  lapse  of  twenty  or  thirty  yean^  when  only  a  few, 
if  any,  of  us  can  have  personal  knowledge  of  the  transac- 
tions referred  tc^  it  is  not  in  the  nature  M  Uunn— it  is,  in- 
deed, imposnble — ^we  should  be  as  well  quuified  to  ap- 
preciate the  merits  of  the  inAvidual,  or  the  value  of  the 
services  he  rendered,  as  those  who  were  contanporary 
with  him;  who  were  eye-witnesses  of  his  labor;  wno  bad 
the  kindest  feeUngs  towards  him;  and  who  had  ample 
power  to  remunerate  him  for  every  sacrifice.  This  fact 
of  itself  raises  in  my  mind  a  strong  presumption  against 
tlie  Justice  of  the  claim,  and,  unless  it  be  couotervuled  by 
evi^nce  of  greater  weight,  I  should  think  the  House 
would  be  indisposed  to  mue  theaUowance.  But  the  &cts 
and  drcumstances  of  the  case,  as  ftr  as  I  have  been  able 
to  comprehend  them,  go  to  f«-tify,  not  to  weaken,  the 
presumptiod.    This,  nr,  I  shall  now  attempt  toshowyou. 

Mr.  Mtmroe  went  as  minister  to  France  in  1794,  and 
returned  in  April,  1797.  Tbi»,  in  the  documents  before 
us,  is  called  the  first  mission;  and,  in  consequence  of  i^ 
he  exhibited  an  account  agwnst  the  Government,  throu(^ 
his  agent,  Mr.  Dawson,  amounting  in  the  agg^regate  to 
thirty-eight  thousand  mx  hundred  dollars  and  sixty-seven 
cents.  This  account,  I  apprehend,  was  paid  at  tiie  time 
of  its  presentation,  as  no  proof  of  a  contrary  import  is  to 
be  found  among  the  papers  subnutted  to  us  for  examina- 
tion. Mr.  Monroe,  however,  complains,  that,  in  settlia|f 
the  account,  injustice  was  done  to  nim  in  sevend  partteu- 
lar%  which  I  will  endeavor  to  state  in  the  order  id  which 
they  are  presented. 

He  alleges  that  his  pay  as  minister  was  inade  to  end  on 
the  6th  01  December,  1796,  when  he  received  his  letter 
of  recall,  whereas  it  should  have  been  extended  to  the  1st 
of  January,  1797,  the  time  when  he  obtained  his  audience 
of  leave,  making  a  difference  of  about  twenty-five  days. 
It  is  not  necessaiy,  nor  shall  I  attempt,  to  deny  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  pontion  here  assumed.  It  nuf^t  have  been 
more  proper  to  continue  lus  pay  till  the  audience  of  teare, 
than  to  stop  it  precisely  on  the  day  of  his  recall.  But 
the  error,  if  it  was  one,  was  caused  by  Mr.  Monroe  turn- 
self.  In  tiie  account  presented  by  his  friend,  Mr.  Dawson, 
Government  is  charged  with  his  pay  only  to  the  6th  of 
December,  1796.  At  the  time  the  account  was  settled,  it 
seems  Mr.  Monroe  himself  did  not  believe  he  was  enti- 
Uedto  pay  up  totheltt of  January,  1797:  for,  if  be  did, 
why  was  it  not  so  stated.' 

In  the  letter  of  Mr.  Andeiison,  CwnptroUer  of  the  Trea- 
sury, it  further  appears  Mr.  Monroe  was  the  cause  of  this 
error.  Referring  to  this  item,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe, 
the  compti-oller  says:  "  The  mistake  or  error  in  the  set- 
tlement of  your  account,  as  before  stated,  appears  to  have 
resulted  fnun  the  date  of  your  letter  to  the  Secretai^  of 
State,  advising  hnn  (tf  the  time  at  whi^  yon  had  received 
his  letter  of  recall,  and  which  must  have  been  taken  as  tiie 
time  at  which  you  had  your  audience  oi  leave.  This  ap- 
pears to  me  as  the  only  ratiunl  mode  of  accounting  for 
the  departure,  in  the  settlement  of  your  account,  frtMU  the 
general  rule  which  had  been  observed  in  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  our  other  foreign  ministers." 

No  blame  can,  tlierefor^  attach  to  the  Government  fw 
tlie  existence  of  this  emsr.  Mr.  Uomoe  was  the  only 
person  who  had  knowledge  of  the  snd  who  was  com- 
petent to  correct  it.  If  m  chose  to  be  alrat,  he  ooAt  in 
justice  to  take  all  the  consequencei^  for  no  one  couldeoni- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


429 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


430 


Ja».  r,  1831.] 


Claim  of  Jama  Monroe. 


[H.  or  R. 


pel  him  to  apeak.  But  we  have  bis  own  authoritT  for  aay- 
ing  the  accounting  oAeen  of  the  treakuiy  did  remedy 
Ae  iniitake  as  soon  as  it  vaa  known  to  them.  On 
page  eleven  of  the  documents  commuiucated  to  Con- 
gress in  1825,  Hr.  Monroe  says,  in  a  note:  "It  is  proper 
to  add,  here,  that  that  error  was  then  corrected,  that  is, 
in  1817,  and  the  allowance  was  then  made  to  me  for  the 
interval  between  the  6th  of  December,  1796,  and  the  1st 
of  January,  1797." 

I  have  looked  through  the  documents,  liastily,  it  is  bve, 
but  with  some  attention,  and  I  have  not  seen  Uiat  the  ae- 
counting  officers  received  any  information  from  Hr.  Mon- 
roe, which  would  enable  them  to  correct  the  error,  prior 
to  1817.  If  any  injury  has  resulted  to  him,  it  was  the  di- 
rect and  necessary  consequence  of  his  own  act.  He  alone 
was  ibe  cause  of  it,  and  he  alone  must  bear  it.  He  can- 
not and  should  not  claim  the  right  to  devolve  any  respon- 
nbiU^  upon  the  Government,  which  was  ready  and  ^D- 
ing  at  all  timet  to  do  him  justice. 

The  second  difficulty  growing  out  of  th«  first  mission 
to  France,  and  of  which  Mr.  Monroe  greatly  complained, 
was  this:  It  appears,  as  above  stated,  that  he  received  hia 
letter  of  recall  on  the  6th  of  December,  1796,  but  he  did 
not  obtain  his  audience  of  leave  till  the  1st  of  January, 
1797.  Instead  of  returning  home  immediately,  he  thought 
proper  to  remain  in  France  till  the  20th  of  April,  1797, 
and  for  this  delay  he  rused  an  account,  and  demanded 
from  Government  pay  for  nearty  four  months  of  addi- 
tional service.  But  had  he  a  riaht  to  do  this,  or  was  Go- 
vernment bound  to  acknowledge  any  such  obligation? 
Certainly  not  By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  his  diplomatic  functions  ceased  on  tlie  1st  of  Jan- 
uaty.  He  was  bound  to  obey  that  order,  and  could  not 
prolong  the  term  of  service  beyond  the  period  fixed  by 
nis  Oovenmirnt.  As  a  ndnister,  no  intercmirse  wiui 
Prance  was  entertained  by  him  subsequently  to  this  time, 
and  the  United  States  derived  not  a  single  advantage  from 
lus  delay  in  returning  home.  It  must  then  be  conrndered 
as  a  measure  adopted  by  Mr.  Monroe,  from  a  regard  to 
btt  own  private  convenience  or  personal  accommodation, 
with  which  the  public  had  notliing  to  do. 

Tn  support  of  this  item,  it  has  been  said  he  could  not  re- 
turn home  at  this  inclement  season  of  Ae  year.  But  we 
know  vessels  now  sail  at  all  times,  and  that  recently, 
within  the  last  month,  there  have  been  numerous  arrivals 
from  Europe.  As  to  the  difficulties  growing  out  of  the 
war,  or  the  blockade  of  the  French  coast,  I  am  inclined 
to  think  they  existed  more  in  imagination  than  in  fact. 
From  no  part  of  the  evidence  adduced,  can  I  discover  that 
he  ever  made  one  effort  to  obtain  a  passage  between  the 
1st  of  January  and  90th  of  April,  1797}  on  the  contrarj', 
in  the  documents  submitted  to  tiie  committee  in  1S25, 
page  4,  he  says:  *•  I  believe  the  fact  to  be,  that,  had  I  been 
willing  to  have  encountered  a  winter's  passage  with  my  h- 


mil^,  1  could  not  have  procured  a  vessefto  brineus  home." 
Thts  1  take  to  be  a  virtual  admission  of  the  fact  that  no 
effort  was  made  to  obtain  a  passage.  Then  all  the  reasons 
asngncd  for  the  delay,  rnich  as  the  war  in  Europe,  the  dis- 
turbedstate  of  our  commerce,  the  blockade  ofthe  French 
coast,  ttc.  Sec.  amount  to  nothing;  fer,  let  those  difficul- 
ties be  what  they  might,  no  attempt  to  surmount  or  over* 
come  them  appears  to  have  been  made;  and  the  detention 
must  be  regarded  as  his  own  voluntary  act. 

Under  these  circumstances,  when  the  charge  of  deten- 
tion from  the  1st  of  January  to  tlie  20th  of  April  was  pre- 
sented, what  was  the  duty  of  the  accounting  officers  of 
the  TKBsury  Department^  Could  they  ^ow  it,  or  were 
they  bound  to  reject  it.^  f  answer,  they  were  bound  to  re- 
ject it.  There  was  no  law  or  usage  to  justify  such  an  al- 
lowance. In  the  cases  of  the  other  ministers,  which  have 
been  relied  on  as  precedents  to  support  this  charge,  it 
will  be  found  that  they  were  engird  in  public  busmess; 
that  they  Were  employed  durii^  lb«r  detention  in  corre- 


spondence with  the  Governments  to  which  they  were  ac- 
credited. Not  so  with  Hr.  Monroe,  who,  while  he  was 
detained,  led  the  life  of  a  private  gentleman;  that  is,  as  far 
as  his  public  functions  were  concerned:  he  entertained  no 
correspondence  with  the  Government  of  France;  he  was 
absolutely  fin-bidden  to  do  so.  Yet,  notwithstanding  the 
inadmissibility  of  tliis  claim,  ^cording  to  any  prerioua  law 
or  usage.  Congress,  in  1626,  influenced  by  a  spirit  of  gene- 
rosity towards  Hr.  Monroe,  passed  an  act  granting  it  to 
him  to  the  amount- of  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fi  ny  dollars,  with  interest  on  the  same  from  1 810  up  to  the 
time  of  payment. 

Another  subject  of  complaint  is,  that  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  first  mission  to  France  were  not  paid.  But 
here  again  it  may  be  asked,  who  was  to  blame  for  that? 
In  the  account  presented  by  Hr.  Dawson,  the  whole  cliarge 
for  contingencies  was  then  paid.  If  any  otiier  or  greater 
account  existed  at  that  time,  it  was  known  only  to  Mr. 
Monroe,  and,  as  be  failed  to  produce  it,  the  fauK  was  his 
own.  _  The  Government  could  not  be  required,  by  any 

Erinciple,  to  settle  an  account  of  which  it  had  no  know- 
idge.  It  seems  to  be  supposed,  however,  that  a  greater 
charge  was  made,  but  payment  was  refused,  because  re- 
gular vouchers  were  not  produced.  This,  I  contend,  was 
perfectly  ri^tand  proper.  Every  officer  is  presumed  to 
know  the  laws  and  usages  ofthe  country  which  employs 
htm;  and  there  is  an  implied  consent  on  his  part  that  he 
will  strictly  conform  to  those  laws  and  usages,  whatever 
they  may  be.  The  rules  and  regulatioiia  which  govern 
the  settlement  of  accounts  at  the  departments,  require 
that  proper  vouchers  should  be  produced  in  all  c:ase8  where 
it  is  pracUcable;  tliat,  if  this  cannot  be  done,  there  should 
at  least  be  a  detailed  statement,  showing  the  items  of  ex- 
penses, and  the  nature  of  the  service  they  were  inten^d 
to  promote.  No  right  to  r^m1»irsement  for  contingent 
expense  can  attach  to  any  officer  who  does  not  comply 
with  those  regulations.  Not  to  comply  is  a  forfeiture  on 
his  part  of  all  claim  to  remuneration,  and  puts  it  in  the 
power  of  Government  either  to  pay  or  not,  at  its  own  dis- 
cretion. Before  Hr.  Monroe  could  rightfully  demand  pay- 
ment for  hit  contingent  expenses,  he  should  have  pro* 
duced  tlie  voucher^  or  made  out  a  detiiiled  statement,  for 
in  no  otiier  way  can  the  Government  maintain  any  sort 
of  control  over  the  disbursements  of  its  officers.  Such 
vigilance  in  settling  accounts  must  always  be  exercised  as 
a  matter  of  right,  and  of  useful  necessary  policy,  not  to  be 
dispensed  with.  But  here  again  the  lenity  and  generotis 
indulgence  extended  to  Mr,  Monroe  are  rendered  con- 
spicuous. In  1826,  Congress  allowed  liim,  under  the  head 
of  contingent  expenses,  in  the  first  ndanon  to  France, 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars  and 
eighty-five  cents  over  and  above  the  first  payment  of  one 
hundred  and  ten  ddlan,  to  miiich  alone  he  was  justly  en- 
titled by  any  previous  law  or  usages  applicable  to  his  ease. 
This  allowance  also  drew  interest  from  1810  till  the  time 
of  payment. 

We  come  next,  said  Mr.  W.,  to  the  second  mission  (o 
Europe,  commeodng  on  the  13th  of  January,  1803,  and 
ending  on  the  15th  of  November,  1807.  At  tiie  time  tiie 
appointment  was  made,  Hr.  Jefferson  informed  Hr.  Mon- 
roe that  he  should  go  out  as  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary-  to  Great  Britain;  that  he  would 
also  receive  a  commission  as  special  minister  to  France 
and  Spain;  that  the  salary  and  outfit  would  be  paid  him 
only  on  account  of  the  general  mission  to  England;  and 
that,  while  perfonnii^tiie  duties  of  a  special  misuon,  hit 
ezpentes  only  should  be  allowed.  Ttiis,  then,  was  the 
contract:  it  was  the  understanding  of  the  parties  at  the 
time,  and  must  be  taken  as  the  kw  of  the  case. 

In  order  to  bring  tlie  subject  more  dlatinclly  to  view, 
let  us  for  a  moment  examine  the  items  of  the  account,  as 
aettied  at  the  Stkte  Department,  by  Robert  Smith,  Secre- 
tary, on  the  5th  of  May,  1810. 
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Tlu  United  Stales  to  Jama  Monroe, 

I.  To  outfit  as  minuter  to  France,  - 

3.  To  conUngcnt  expenses  of  that  nussion, 
Tiz.  ^copyine  letters,  paperSt  having 
no  secretu7  of  legation  tlicre;  for  newv- 
paperst  stationery,  postagie  of  letters,  in- 
diulinga  payment  of  Mr.  Dencux  by  me 
of  S51  livrcs,  as  bearer  of  a  copy  of  the 
treaties  to  the  United  States,  and  for  usual 
presents,  2,952,  at  108«.  • 

3.  To  outfit  OS  minister  to  England 

4.  To  contingent  expenses  in  England*  being 
forpresentation  presents,  Christmas  boxes, 
postage,  printing  passports,  stationery,  and 
periodictu  pubticatioiis,  estimated  at 

5.  Salary  as  minister,  while  employed  iji 
France,  England,  and  Spain,  from  Janu- 
ary  13, 1803,  to  Norember  15,  1807,  four 
years  ten  months  and  four  days*  at  ^9,000 
per  annum,  - 

6.  Expenses  incurred  in  a  special  mission  to 
Spun,  beginning  8th  October,  1804,  and 
ending  on  the  17tl)  July,  1805,  including 
salary  to  secretary,  with  allowance  for  his 
coming  from  the  United  States  to  l^ndon, 
and  following  me  to  Madrid,  and  rctitrniog 
to  the  United  State:! 

7.  Extraordinat?  expenses  of  the  mission  to 
Spain,  not  included  in  the  preceding  item, 

VIZ. 

At  Paris,  on  my  way  to  Madrid,  4, 159  lines. 
At    do.  on  my  return,         -  650 
Equal  to       -  -  .  4,809  55 

At  Madrid,  (Aranjuez,)  and  on 
the  i-oad   -  356 

8.  Extraorditiaty  expenses  attending  my  de* 
tention  in  England,  on  my  return  from 
Spain,  afler  receiving  permission  of  Go* 
vemmcnt  to  return  to  the  United  States  by 
the  seizure  of  our  tcsscIb  and  the  negotia- 
tions which  ensued. 

9-  To  a  quarter's  salary  for  returning  home, 
10.  To  amount  paid  Benjamin,  the  Jew,  on 

account  of  the  Tunidui  ambassador,  300 

pounds  sterling  - 

II.  To  amount  paid  Charles  Brenton  for  ex- 
penses of  himself  and  others  attending  the 
trial  of  Captain  Wliitby  - 


Dr. 
$9,000  00 


546  66 
9,000  00 


5,539  00 


43,598  63 


10,598  28 


1,146  55 

3,350  00 
888  88 

400  00 


982,963  00 


Here  we  see,  sir,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Monroe  was  told 
he  should  be  psid  only  his  expense*  on  the  apecial  misnon 
to  France,  that  an  outfit  was  allowed  him  of  nine  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  an  additional  charge  for  contingencies 
of  five  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents. 
For  the  special  mission  to  Spait\,  he  appears  to  have  been 
satisfied  with  his  expenses;  and  well  he  might :  because  that 
charge,  with  another,  on  account  of  the  extraordinary  ex- 
penses, formed  an  aggregate  of  eleven  thousand  seren  nun- 
dred  and  forty-four  dollars  and  ei^ty-three  centS)  which 
«'aB  a  good  deal  better  than  a  simple  outfit  of  tune  tbou' 
sand  dtdlars.  Why  a  different  rule  was  adopted  in  these 
two  cases,  I  am  unable  to  perceive,  unless  we  suppose 
that  in  the  mission  to  France  it  was  better  for  Mr.  Monroe 
to  receive  an  outfit,  and  in  the  mission  to  Spun  to  charge 
for  hii  expenses.  If  such  was  tlie  fact,  it  is  anotherpi'oof 
of  tlic  great  liberality  with  which  the  Government  has 
always  been  disposed  to  treat  him.  He  complunsthattlie 
ninth  item,  being  for  extraordinai^  expenses  incurred  by 
detention  in  England,  was  not  paid  him  at  tlie  settlement 
in  1810.  But  he  himself  had  not  then  fixed  the  amount; 
the  charge  is  not  run  out  with  any  amount — it  is  a  blank. 


He  alone  knew  what  these  extraordinary  expenses  were« 
and  it  was  his  duty  to  ascertain  and  state  them.  No  officer 
of  Government  could  be  required  to  guess  at  the  amount 
and  to  pay  him  according  to  that  uncertuo,  whimsical  mode 
of  doin^  business.  But,  sir,  if  the  charge  had  been  ren- 
dered in  due  form,  the  treasury  officers  ought  not  to  have 
paid  it,  because  it  would  have  been  doing  an  act  wholly 
illegal  and  unauthorized.  Let  it  be  remembered,  thi^ 
there  were  distinct  and  separate  items  in  tlie  account  for 
every  other  expense  which  it  had  been  usual  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  allow.  This  charge  for  extraordinary  ex- 
pense was  equivalent  to  a  direct  and  positive  increase  of 
salary,  which  no  Executive  officer,  I  hope,  will  ever  deem 
himself  competent  to  grant.  Congress  alone  could  do  itt 
and  Mr.  Monroe  ought  not  to  think  himself  injured  be- 
cause the  accounting  officers  refused  to  exercise  a  power 
which  did  not  belong  to  them.  The  committee,  in  182^ 
fixed  this  allowance  at  ten  tiiousand  dollars,  which  made 
the  salary  about  thirteen  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  iU" 
stead  of  nine  thousand,  as  prescribed  by  law.  Now,  I  ask 
whcUier  any  power  in  this  nation,  except  the  legislative, 
could  or  iihould  be  competent  so  to  enlarge  the  salaries  of 
our  public  mini.sters  ?  Unquestionably  not.  A  discretion- 
ary' power  to  that  extent  would  he  formidable  iiidee<l,  and 
ougut  not  to  be  confided  to  any  set  of  accounting  officers. 
And  yet,  because  they  did  not  assume  a  power  wUichCon- 
gress  alone  can  exercise;  because  they  did  not  ascertain 
tlie  amount  to  be  paid,  when  Mr.  Monroe  ought  himself 
to  have  defined  the  charge^  some  profess  to  think  be  was 
greatly  injured,  and  must  be  allowed  to  claim  damages. 
Sir,  I  cannot  subscribe  to  such  an  opinion. 

The  amount  paid  to  J.  Hicks  for  demurrage,  forms  an- 
other subject  of  complaint  in  the  second  mission.  In  tlie 
documents,  page  4,  Mr.  Monroe  informs  us  that  "this  item 
was  casually  omitted  in  the  settlement."  Here,  then,  it 
appears,  as  in  the  instances  before  mentioned,  that  the 
eiTor  was  cdmmilted  by  himself.  Congress,  however,  in 
1826  allowed  tills  item,  and  interest  upon  it  from  1810 
to  the  time  it  was  paid. 

A  further  and  more  conclusive  evidence  of  tlie  liberality 
of  Government  towai-ds  Mr.  Monroe,  is  the  payment  to 
him  of  interest  on  all  claims  which  either  Congress  ortiie 
accounting  officers  tliought  admissible,  according  to  any 
rule  which  had  ever  been  practised.  The  general  rule  i^ 
that  Government  does  not  pay  interest,  and  yet,  in  his 
case,  there  was  a  relaxation  of  the  rule,  which  ^ows  he 
has  been  an  object  of  great  and  peculiar  favor.  Where 
the  items  were  allowable,  he  has  failed  to  produce  tliem, 
and  thus  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  Goveniment  to  settle 
them;  where  they  were  not  allowable,  but  required  the  in- 
tervention of  a  law  to  direct  their  payment,  we  see  that 
he  kept  them  hack,  and  declined,  or  positively  refused, 
to  present  them.  Yet,  in  all  these  instances.  Congress, 
with  a  spirit  of  indulgent  generority,  has  pud  boui  the 
principal  and  interest,  in  the  manner  I  hace  detailed. 

I  luLve  said  Government  docs  not  paji  interest  on  clums. 
Why  should  it  be  so'  Because  Government  is  a  moral 
person,  always  ready  and  willing  to  pay  its  debts.  If  any 
citizen  is  delayed  in  the  payment  of  his  claim,  it  is  because 
he  does  not  produce  it,  or  does  not  offer  the  requisite  en* 
denee  to  sustain  it.  The  faidt,  Uien,  is  his  own,  and  he 
should  not  be  permitted  lotake  advantage  of  it,  and  mulct 
the  Govei-nment  in  damages.  If  such  were  the  cose,  in- 
dividuals who  liare  cUums  would  never  bring  them  for- 
ward, because  they  would  constitute  a  valuable  kind  of 
stock,  if  permitted  to  <lraw  interest  while  tiiey  had  been 
reserved,  or  kept  back  in  the  hands  of  claimants.  The 
principles  wliich  require  the  payment  of  interest  between 
man  and  man.  In  private  life,  do  not  apply  at  all  to  tlie  re- 
lation wliich  cjcists  between  the  Government  and  its  citi- 
zens. Government  delights  in  doing  good :  it  has  no  spirit 
of  selfishness;  it  has  nO  use  for  money  but  to  pay  its  debts; 
it  enters  not  into  traffic  or  speculation  of  any  kind.  But 
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between  man  aod  man  this  is  not  the  caae;  there  is  a  spirit 
qf  selfijfanen,  traffic,  and  speculation  carried  on;  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  is  withheld,  tn  coder  to  use  the  money  in 
some  other  way,  and  hence  it  Is  tight  to  charge  interest. 
If,  therefore,  the  claims  of  Mr.  Monroe  had  been  just  and 
proper — ^h«d  he  brought  them  forward  in  due  season,  and 
sustained  them  the  requirite  proof,  the^  would  have 
been  promptly  paid.  At  uuit  time,  I  mean  m  Mr.  J^er- 
■on'a  administration,  from  1863  to  1807,  there  was  a  re- 
dandanof  of  money  in  the  treasury,  and  we  were  as  much 
puzzled  to  find  out  ways  and  means  to  get  clear  of  the 
surplus  as  we  are  at  the  present  d^'.  But  he  tells  us,  in 
the  docomenta,  that  he  reserved  or  held  back  these  claims 
till  a  more  suitable  time  to  present  them;  in  other  words, 
as  I  understand  it,  till  he  should  be  out  of  office.  Hr. 
pieaauton,  tiw  FiAh  Au^tor,  also  nves  the  same  reason. 
Now  if  these  cWms  were  not  paid  because  Mr-  Monroe 
was  in  office,  is  it  right  he  should  be  allowed  interest  on 
that  account?  Tlie  United  States  did  him  a  favor  by  keep- 
ing him  in  office,  and  now,  forsootfi,  we  are  called  upon, 
aa  a  wrongdoer,  to  pay  interest.  The  continuance  in 
office,  if,  in  fact,  it  preventpd  the  Settlement  of  his  claims, 
must  be  regarded  as  his  own  act;  otherwise  you  place  the 
Government  in  the  awkward  predicament  of  being  obliged 
to  pay  interest  on  damages,  becauae  thty  had  prei^ously 
done  him  a  ftror  by  keeping  bim  in  office.  In  no  event, 
therefore,  as  I  can  perceive,  ought  interest  to  luve  been 
allowed.  The  whole  amountpwd  him  iu  1810,  and  by  the 
act  of  1826,  in  principal  and  interest,  on  account  of  this 
second  mission,  embracing-  a  period  of  four  years  ten 
mcmths  and  four  day%  is  about  otfe  hundred  and  five  thou- 
nnd  dollar*.  Gentlemen  will  not,  they  cannot  now  say 
that  Govemment  has  dealt  with  a  sparing,  niggwdly  hand. 
But  the  bill  before  us  proposes  to  do  a  |;reat  ^al  more, 
and  to  allow  him  MXty-seven  thousand  nme  hundred  and 
eighty  doUars  and  ninety-wx  cents,  in  addition  to  what  he 
has  already  received. 

The  first  item  I  shall  notice  in  this  new  account,  is  the 
charge  for  the  purchase  of  a  house  in  Paris,  during  the 
first  mission  to  France,  stated  at  ten  thousand  dollars.  He 
was  not  auth<«ized  to  make  the  purdiase,  and  the  United 
States  bare  derived  no  benefit  from  it;  and  this,  to  my 
raind,  is  a  sufficient  objection  to  the  claim.  If,  as  is  al. 
l^ied,  the  house  was  purchased  by  bhn  for  the  Govern- 
ment, did  he  also  sell  it  for  the  same  purpose?  No;  he 
sold  it  for  himself  and  put  the  money  in  his  own  pocket — 
consequently,  he  purchased  for  himself.  Had  he  purchas- 
ed fcr  the  United  States,  he  would  have  been  prohibited 
from  aeUing  without  pemuasiont  and  whatever  obligation 
was  imposed  on  the  Government  by  the  purchase,  was  re- 
leased by  the  sale.  The  whole  affiur,  Uien,  fhun  begin- 
ning* to  end,  was  a  private  transaction,  and  Mr.  Monroe, 
according  to  every  piinciple,  must  bear  the  loss.  From 
the  testimony  of  one  of  die  witnesses,  whose  name  I  do 
not  now  recollect,  it  appears  that  on  extravagant  price 
was  ^vea  for  the  house.  He  states  tliat  the  same  proper- 
ty had  been  offered  to  bim«  but  he  would  not  buy  be- 
cause he  could  purchase  other  proper^  of  the  same  kind 
on  better  terms.  Had  Hr.  Monroe  designed  to  benefit 
the  Government  in  this  way,  he  should  hare  knowq  that 
he  was  making  a  food  bargain;  that  he  was  purchanng  on 
the  cheapest  possible  terms.  Not  having  done  so,  would 
be  a  great  objection  to  the  course  pursued,  and  conse- 
quently the  cbini  he  makes,  in  the  absence  of  every  other 
reason.  The  purchase  by  the  United  States  of  a  house  at 
the  Hague  affords  no  excuse  or  precedent  for  Mr.  Mton- 
roe  in  aa  instance.  As  well  as  I  recollect,  the  house  at  fht 
Hague  was  bought  during  the  revolution,  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States.  They  then  believed  it  would 
be  politic  to  have  something  like  a  permanent  foothold  in 
Holland,  which  was  disposed  to  be  friendly  tu  us  in  Uiat 
day  of  trouble,  and  from  whence  we  expected  to  draw  our  | 
greatest  supplies  of  money  to  cart}'  on  the  war  for  mde- , 
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pendence.  But  the  same  circumstances,  the  same  uigent 
necessity,  did  not  exist  when  Mr.  Monroe  was  minister  in 
France.  Besides  the  want  of  autiiority,  the  purchase 
would  have  been  impofitic.  Our  Government  would  not 
confine  their  imtusters  ia  St  Petersburg,  Psris,  or  Lon- 
don, to  a  residence  at  one  particular  spot,  any  more  than 
they  would  compel  the  officers  at  home  to  live  in  one  par- 
ticular street  or  house  in  the  city  of  Washington.  What 
would  aiut  one  might  not  suit  another,  and  hence  it  must 
be  lefl  to  the  discretion  of  each  in^vidual  to  select  for 
himself.  If  Hr.  Bives  were  now  to  buy  a  house  in  Paris, 
or  Mr.  Mcl^ane  in  London,  and.  were  to  lose  money  in  the 
speculation,  ^ould  either  of  these  be  permitted  to  throw 
the  loss  on  his  Government?  No  one,  I  presume,  will 
contend  that  he  ought,  and  yet  he  has  exactly  the  same 
right  to  do  it  as  Mr.  Monroe  had  in  1794. 

Another  item  of  the  new  account,  to  which  I  be^  leave 
to  call  the  attention  of  titte  House,  is  number  ten  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  made  at  the  lastsession.  It  will 
be  observed  that  number  nine  is  an  allowance  of  interest 
"on  outfit  of  second  mission  to  France,  fhrai  January, 
1803,  to  May,  1810,  threp  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fif- 
teen dollars."  The  tenth  item  is  for  interest  on  the  fore- 
going sum  from  May,  1810,  to  March,  1829,  four  thou- 
sand four  hundred  andtwen^-three  dollars  and  nine^-five 
cents.  Now,  sir,  I  have  never  befine  known  any  case, 
even  between  individuals,  iriiere  compound  interest- was 
required  to  be  paid,  ud  least  of  all  should  it  be  required 
of  the  Government. 

[Hr.  MERCER  explained:  He  said  the  teath  item  hod 
been  struck  out  by  the  committee,  and  he  had  so  stated 
in  the  remarks  submitted  to  the  House.] 

Hr.  W.  replied,  that  the  difficult  of  hearing  tn  the 
House  was  great,  and,  although  he  had  endeavored  to 
catch  every  word  spoken  by  the  gentleman,  that  part  of 
his  remarks  had  not  been  heard.  Not  doubting  the  fact 
to  be  aa  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  he  [Hr. 
W.]  would  forbear  to  say  any  thing  further  in  relation  to 
the  tenth  item  in  the  new  account  For,  if  the  committee 
who  had  reported  the  bill,  had  themselves  become  con- 
vinced that  It  was  wrong  to  make  the  allowance,  any  tlung 
I  might  be  <Usposed  to  say  in  regard  to  H  would  certuidy 
be  superfluous. 

As  the  other  items  in  the  new  account  fall  generallv 
within  the  range  of  the  objections  abeady  stated,  I  will 
proceed,  said  Hr.  W.,  to  notice  the  charge  made  for  com- 
misnons  on  the  money  borrowed  during  the  late  war.  Tlus 
amounted  to  thirty-seven  thousand  twentf-dght  dollars 
and  ninety-three  cents  ($37,028  93;)  and  he  was  wholly 
at  a  loss  to  perceive  how  the  Government  was  so  benefit- 
ed by  the  transaction  as  to  throw  upon  it  an  obligation  to 
pay  that  Sum  to  Mr.  Monroe,  who,  at  the  time,  was  an 
executive  officer  of  the  United  States,  and,  as  such,  bound 
to  exert  all  his  influence  to  accomplish  the  objects  the  na- 
tion had  in  view.  If  he  interposed  his  personal  respon&< 
bility,  «nd  thereby  conferred  a  benefit  upon  the  country, 
I  agree  fully  that  Government  ought  to  aav*  hhn  frcni 
any  ultimate  loss.  But  I  do  not  unaentand  this  to  have 
been  the  case :  on  the  contrary,  he  has  not  lost  a  cent  by 
the  liabili^  he  assumed  to  obtiun  money,  either  from  the 
banks  pr  individuals.  In  that  respect,  he  is  perfectly  safe 
and  sound— free  from  all  detriment  or  injury  whatsoever; 
and  I  repeat  that  he  was  bound  to  exert  all  bis  official 
influence  to  further  the  objects  the  counttr  bad  in  view. 
With  that  influence  the  Government  had  clothed  him,  to 
be  exerted  for  that  particular  purpose;  and,  if  he  bad  not 
done  GO,  he  would  have  fiulea  to  perform  his  du^— ^e 
would  have  betrayed  the  public  confidence.  But  who  ever 
tliought  that  because  he  acted  the  part  of  a  vif^lant,  faith- 
ful public  functionary,  he  would  be  entitled  to  more  com- 
pensation than  the  salary  allowed  him  by  law?  In  fact 
and  in  truth,  the  salary  ought  to  have  been  withheld  from 
him,  if  he  had  not  exerted  all  his  fiiculties,  both  political' 
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and  phyucsl,  to  adrance  the  cauie  ofhis  country — of  that 
■  country  which  had  confided  in  him,  and  protooted  Mm 
to  oiBcet  in  order  to  be  benefited  by  his  entire  devotion 
to  the  public  intercflt. 

The  allowance  made  to  Daniel  D.  TompUns  is  pleaded 
aa  a  precedent,  but  I  do  not  think  the  cases  are  analogoui, 
and  certain  I  am  Congress  never  intended  by  that  exam- 
ple to  sanction  any  such  claim  as  the  present  one.  To 
bring  this  subject  more  distinct)}'  before  tbe  House,  I  must 
refer  to  the  law  passed  in  February,  1833,  for  the  relief 
of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  and  some  <Mber  docttmcnts  con- 
nected therewith.  It  will  be  found  in  the  seventh  volume 
of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  page  331,  and,  being 
very  short,  I  will  read  it,  as  follows;  *'Be  U  enacted  mf 
the  Senate  and  Hoate  of  R^prttmtativea  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congreat  auembled.  That  the  proper  ac- 
counting officers  of  t^e  treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
authorized  to  adjust  and  settle  the  clahna  of  .Daniel  U. 
Tompknu^  late  Goremor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  on 

Srinciples  of  equi^  and  justice,  subject  to  the  reviuon  and 
nal  decision  of  the  President  of  the  United  States." 
Now,  air,  what  are  we  to  understand  as  the  true  import 
and  meaning  of  a  law  which  directs  the  settlement  of  an 
account  upon  principles  of  equiW  and  justice?  Such  a 
law  relates  <mly  to  the  proof,  to  tne  degree  of  evidence 
which  shall  be  received  at  the  department,  and  not  to  the 
cbims  or  the  items  compoMng-  the  account.  If  Uie  party 
can  adduce  no  evidence  of  higher  dignit)*,  he  is  at  liberty 
to  resort  to  his  own  oath,  but  be  is  not  permitted  to  make 
any  unusual,  extraordinary,  or  unlawful  demand  upon  the 
.  Government.  Finding  this  to  be  the  case,  it  seems  resort 
was  had  by  the  accounting  officers,  or  by  tHe  President, 
who  supervised  and  controlled  tliem,  to  the  report  of  tbe 
,  committee  to  ascertun  the  true  extent  and  meaninjf  of  the 
law.  Whether  this  was  right  or  wrong,  it  is  not  necessa- 
ry now  to  inquire.  The  committee,  afler  stating  the  facts, 
and  aswgning  a  variety  of  reasons^  come  to  four  distinct 
and  separate  resolutions,  to  the  second  of  which  I  beg 
leave  to  call  the  attention  of  tlie  House,  in  the  following 
words,  viz.  Tliat  it  would  be  juat  and  equitable  to  allow 
a  reasonable  commisuon  on  all  moneys  disbursed  by  him 
(Governor  Tompkins^  during-  the  late  war."  The  mean- 
ing of  the  committee  in  thisresolution  cannot  be  mistaken. 
They  evidently  intend,  and  so  express  it,  that  Governor 
Tompkins  shall  be  allowed  a  reasonable  commission  on  all 
moneys  disbursed  or  paid  out  by  him,  and  not  on  the  mo- 
neys receWed  or  loans  negotiated  by  him.  The  disburse- 
ments is  one  thing,  and  the  receipts  another;  and  it  never 
entered  into  the  mind  of  the  committee  to  believe  for  one 
moment  that  Governor  Tompkina  had  better  credit,  or 
could  obtain  money  on  more  reasonable  terms,  than  tlic 
whole  nation.  But  it  was  known  that  he  acted  as  a  sort 
of  paymaster  general  to  all  the  troops  in  the  State  of  New 
York;  and  for  this  kind  of  service,  which  he  was  capable 
of  performing,  and  which  he  did  perform,  the  committee 
intended  to  remunerate  h'm  by  allowing  a  reasonaSle  com- 
misnm.  The  whole  reasoning  of  the  committee,  and  the 
resolutions  they  reported,  show  that  this,  and  thisonly,  was 
theideaintendefltobe  conveyed.  But  what  si^a  Mr.  Mon- 
roe in  hismessageoiithe  28th  of  April,  1824,  informingCoti- 
gress  that  the  accounts  of  Govenior  Tompkins  had  been 
settled?  In  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Representalives, 
page  464,  he  Ktys:  "  On  the  second  head,  that  of  a  rea- 
sonable commis^on  for  bis  disbursements  during'  the  lute 
war,  I  liave  allowed  htm  five  per  cent,  on  the  whole  sum 
disbursed  by  him,  amounting  to  ninety-two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  and  thirteen  cents.  I  have 
made  him  this  extra  allowance,  in  consideration  of  the  aid 
which  he  afforded  to  the  Government  at  that  important 
epoch  in  obtaining  the  loan  of  a  comiderahle  part  of  the 
sum  thus  disbursed."  Here  the  idea  of  allowing  a  com- 
mission on  money  borrowed  or  loans  obtained  is  introduced 
for  tbe  firft  time.    It  is  not  to  be  seen  in  the  law  itself. 


the  report  of  the  committee,  or  any  otherdofHunentlhaVe 
had  an  opportunity  to  examine,  except  in  the  Dwssoge  of 
tile  President  It  is,  then,  a  fiur  inference  to  assert  Iha^ 
in  making  the  allowance  upon  that  principle,  he  entirely 
mistook  the  laws,  and  the  extent  of  the  authority  with 
which  he  bad  been  invested.  As  great  as  is  the  differ* 
ence  between  receipts  and  expenditures,  so  widely  did  the 
Preudent  misjudge  bis  powers,  and  misinterpret  the  de- 
signs of  Congress.  When,  therefore,  you  tell  me  Mr. 
Monroe  must  be  pud  according  to  the  rule  adt^ted  in  tbe 
case  of  Governor  Tompkins,  md  be  allowed  a  commission 
on  the  loans  obtainad,  I  answer,  no.  The  cases  are  not 
analf^ous.  If  Governor  Tompkins  wail  allowed  a  com- 
misuon  on  receipts,  it  was  because  (he  lav  was  nimiiider* 
stood,  and  consequently  misapplied. 

But  if  Congress  had  intended  to  allow  a  reasonable 
commission  to  Governor  Tompkins  on  tbe  sum  obtainei^ 
stiU  it  would  not  follow  that  Mr.  Monroe  diould  have  the 
same  allowance.  The  latter  was  in  the  cabinet:  be  was  s 
high  officer  in  the  civil  department  of  the  Government 
and  bound  to  act  as  he  did:  whereas  the  former  was  not 
so  engaged.  This  difference  in  the  dtuation  of  the  two 
persons  would  manifestly  sanction  an  allowance  to  the  one, 
and  a  rejection  of  the  claims  of  tbe  other. 

I  have,  sir,  thus  concluded  an  examination  of  the  seve- 
ral items  constituting  the  demand  i^nst  the  United  States; 
and,  in  no  instance,  have  I  discovered  that  it  is  well  found- 
ed. On  the  contrary,  it  appeara  to  me  wholly  unsapport- 
ed  by  the  laws  and  usages  of^the  Government,  in  all  analo- 
gous cascs)  and  that  to  pass  the  bill  would,  in  effect,  be 
a  gift  or  gratuity  bestowed  upon  Mr.  Monroe.  Are  we 
prepared  to  make  a  similar  g^nt  to  every  other  individual 
who  may  be  disposed  to  ask  for  it?  If  we  are  not,  then  I 
contend  we  diould  not  make  it  to  him;  because  thiit  prin- 
^ple  of  equality,  to  which  1  have  alluded  as  the  essence 
o(  our  whole  political  system,  utterly  forbids  it.  No  man, 
or  set  of  men,  should  be  entitled  to  separate  or  exclu^ve 
privileges  ra  emoluments.  What  is  granted  to  one  as  a 
matter  of  right  or  of  favor,  should  be  granted  to  all;  other- 
wise the  course  of  le|pslation  will  be  at  war  wtlh  the  na- 
ture and  ^irit  <^ our  repubtican  institutions.  The  prece- 
dent proposed  to  be  established  in  this  case  is  dangerous, 
and  the  OKHtt  so,  because  the  individual  favored  by  it  haa 
been  eminently  distinguished  among  his  felloW'«itizens. 
It  is  always  in  behalf  of  such  characters  tiiat  penucious 
examples  are  set.  An  obscure,  private  individual  could  not 
command  influence  enough  to  carry  through  this  House 
measures  which  are  inexpedient,  impolitic,  or  forbidden 
by  the  genius  of  our  system  of  Government.  A  bad  or  ill 
advised  measure,  in  tiie  case  of  distingiushed  persons,  wiU 
alvays  be  more  known,  and,  of  coune,  the  evil  ooose- 
quences  resulting  from  it  will  be  more  widely  diffused. 
In  this  respect,  also,  tbe  precedent  is  more  dangerous. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Camsbkikxb] 
says  the  eyes  of  the  world  are  upon  us;  that  wc  should 
make  tiie  appropriation  to  avoid  tbe  reproach  which  will 
be  cast  upon  us  if  the  clum  be  rejected.  But,  sr,  shall 
we  be  required  to  abandon  our  principles  because  the  eyes 
of  the  world  are  upon  us?  No}  certainly  not.  But,  on 
the  contrary,  we  should,  for  tliat  very  reason,  be  the  more 
determined  to  suppoit  them.  Foreigners  reproach  us  for 
many  tilings;  for  our  rcpubUcan  Government;  for  the 
economy  with  which  it  is  administered;  for  the  plainnen 
and  generalirugality  of  our  people.  But  shall  we,  on  that 
account,  cliange  our  Government,  and  eMablisli  moi»rchy  ? 
Shall  we  introduce  extravagance  into  the  admiiustration 
of  ptU>lic  aftairs,  or  wastefurprofonon  of  expenditure  into 
the  pursuits  of  private  life?  NO  doubt,  foreigners  would 
gladly  sec  tis  imitating  them  in  these  rejects;  fur  then 
they  would  think  we  had  becon:e  converts  to  their  sys- 
tems, and  the  example  we  have  been  professing  to  hold 
out  to  the  world  no  longer  dangerous  to  tiiem.  Whence 
those  pojtcntous  signs — those  threatening  indications  wit- 
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nesa«d  ftt  titia  HicMneiit,.throug1ioul  the  Europemn  worid? 
b  it  not  that  the  people  are  about  to  commence  a  strur- 
fiir  their  rights;  tli^  they  are  willing  to  encounter  all 
tlie  perils  of  rerolutien,  in  order  to  redress  the  wrongaand 
corrcc  t  the  evils  of  legislation  as  it  has  existed junong  them  * 
With  them,  lepslatioit  baa  been  fordie  benefit  of  the  few, 
to  Uie  prcju<Uce  of  the  manyt  and  at  the  moment  when,  b^ 
m  nugfaty  effort,  they  are  endeavoring  to  arrest  that  evil 
tendency  in  their  afTain,  we  arc  called  upon  to  pursue  the 
very  course  which  has  been  so  disa^rous  to  them.  Is  it 
wise  that  ve,  at  this  critical  juncture  in  the  affairs  of  the 
worid,  should  bold  out  audi  a  lesson — such  a  pnictical  ex- 
emplification of  our  doctrines — to  the  view  «  manUnd? 
Will  not  the  advocates  of  free  Government  be  dishearten- 
ed by  it,  rather  tiian  streDgtbened  in  Ihdr  fiiith,  and  stimu- 
l^d  to  further  efforts  in  the  gmat  caiue  of  human  liberty 
which  they  have  undertaken  to  support?  Pass  this  bill, 
and,  word  for  it,  our  beautiful  theories,  of  which  we 
have  boasted  so  much,  will  be  regarded  asa  vain  deluMont 
the  precepts  we  have  ineulcated,  as  so  much  idle  profes- 
sion, intended  to  deceive  and  rai^ead  othHS,  while  w«  our- 
selves are  unwilling  to  practise  them.  Tlie  world  will 
aeo  through  this  di^iae,  and  we  must  expect  to  meet  the 
odium  it  will  oecaaion.  No,  air,  let  us  puraue  a  Afferent 
coarse — let  tu  act  up  to  ttie  letter  and  spirit  of  our  pro- 
fessions— let  our  example  go  forth  to  the  world  in  all  pu- 
rUy  and  perfection — unimpaired  by  any  act  of  insincerity 
on  our  part.  Then  we  expect  it  to  be.  regarded  by 
others,  and  to  have  that  influence  upon  them  wbich  may 
be  necessary  to  support  the  great  cause  free  and.  equal 
tiovenmieat.  « 

It  has  been  said,  Mr.  Monroe  is  now  in  reduced  or  em- 
barrassed circumstances.  If  this  be  so,  it  is  much  to  be 
regrettedibut  whose  fault  b it ?  Arewenotequanybound 
to  provideforany  other  one  whose  circumstances  are  shni- 
larly  embarrassed?  On  this  principle,  there  would  be 
demands  enough  against  the  treasury,  at  every  session,  to 
exhaust  the  wiurfe  revenue  oT  the.  countir^  Instead  of 
transacUng  the  business  of  the  people  whom  we  repre- 
sent; instoid  of  lookmg  to  the  great  interests  of  the  nation, 
as  they  may  happen  to  be  affected  by  questions  growing 
out  of  our  foreign  intercourse  or  views  of  domestic  policy, 
we  should  be  exclusively  devoted  to  the  connderation  of 
|>rivate  demands,  made  not  upon  the  jastice>  but  the  cha- 
ritable fieefings  of  Conareas.  Hie  extent  and  pressure  of 
these  demana  would  be  so  great  in  a  little  time,  that  they 
could  not  be  met  by  the  oroinaiy  revenue  of  tlw  Govem- 
joent;  and  new  taxes  or  burdens  upon  the  people  must 
necessarily  be  in^osed.  It  is  obnous  that  continuance  in 
such  a  course  woiild  be  impracticable — nay,  sir,  imposn- 
ble.  What,  therefore,  cannot  be  pursued  or  followed  out 
to  the  end,  should  never  be  commenced. 

Bat  I  am  anwilUng  to  admit,  fia  one  moment,  that  any 
citizen,  ntusted  aa  Mr.  Monroe  has  always  been,  should 
be  at  liber^  to  demand  from  the  Government  any  further 
compensation,  fivery  one  who  takes  an  office  is  presum- 
ed to  know  the  salary  attached  to  it,  -  The  Government 
promiseahim  the  salary,  and  nothing  morei  and  when  he 
enters  upon  the  ^ebiij^^  of  his  duty,  it  must  be  supposed 
be  issatisfied'sith  the  assurance  thuagiren.  Let  him,  then, 
be  content  with  this  salary,  and  regmate  his  expenditures 
aecotdingl^.  It  is  our  pcAicy  to  allow  roodermte  but  suffi- 
cient salaries,  in  order  to  preserve  those  haluts  of  fruga- 
lity wluch  should  characterize  every  republican  people. 
Tike  pomp,  and  splendor,  and  folly  of  European  courts 
ahould  not  be  attempted  by  any  ofEcer  in  this  nation;  and, 
his  dinosition  wiU  not  restnun  him,  the  limited  amount 
of  his  saury  shmld  do  it.  Bu^  pass  this  bilL  and  what 
will  be  tile  oonsequence?  In  effect  you  procuum  to  the 
world  that  every  omrar  is  af  Kbetty  to  expend  just  as  much 
as  he  pleaaeit  that'  his  bahits  of  waste  ana  extraragance,  if 
he  has  any,  need  not  be  correctedt  that  if,  by  miprovi 
denoe  m  Ut  past  life,  he  riiould  b«oome  bicHgent  or  em' 


barrasscd  in  bis  old  agt.  Government  wUl  sustain  and  sup- 
port him.  Such  must  be  the  calculation  every  one  who 
takes  an  office,  and  has  a  disposition  to  expend  more  money 
than  the  salary  allowed  by  law.  The  country  has  granted 
to  Mr.  Monroe  all  the  honors  and  emolumcnls  which  could 
be  bestowed  upon  him,  Ue  has  sought  every  thing,  and 
has  in  twet  obtained  every  thing.  I,  then,  cannot  adnu^ 
that,  after  he  has  been  Uius  gratified  with  every  thing  he 
desired  j  after  he  has  been  advanced  to  every  statim  of 
trust  and  profit  which  could  be  conferred  upon  him,  he 
ahould  be  allowed  to  turn  upon  us  again^  and  say,  you 
have  not  yet  done  enou^  for  me:  you  have  not  paid  me 
as  much  as  I  ought  to  have  had.  He  kne^  the  salaty  at- 
tached to  eveiy  tdRc^  he  has  filled;  and  at  this  late  day  he 
should  not  be  permitted  to  plead  that  it  was  not  enouglif 
tliat  he  is  entitled  to  additional  compensation — in  other 
words,  to  institute  anaction  (^damages  against  tlie  Govern- 
ment on  account  of  the  favors  which  the  Government  has 
bestowed  upon  him.  Although  he  may  be  embarrassed,  still 
lUiink  itmay  be  asserted  that  he  is  better  provided  for  than 
ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred  of  the  constituents  of  every 
member  on  this  floort  and  there  is  not  the  least  daiurer  he 
will  ever  want  any  of  the  necessaries  or  luxuries  ofufe. 

Mr.  W.  concluded,  by  aa^ng,  if  any  thing  had  fiillcn 
from  him  calculated  to  wound  the  feelings  of  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Monroe,  he  begged  them  to  be  assured  he  did  not 
desi^i  his  remarks  to  nave  that  effect.  It  was  altogether 
foreign  from  hia  putpMe  to  excite  the  feelings  of  any  gen- 
Ueman,indiscaBMBgthisdelicatequestion.  Hehad^Men 
witbnomore  freedom  than  the  case  required;  andsomuch 
as  the  case  required,  he  Aould  always  feel  bound  to  use. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Ishuid,  followed.  He  said, 
Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  communication  addressed  to  us,  this 
sesuon,  in  hia  last  appeal  to  Congress,  says,  <'I  wish  it  to 
be'iUstinctly  underatood,  that,  in  regard^  my  claims,  I 
aak  no  indulgence  or  fiivor;  that  I  ask  nothing  which  is 
not  strictly  due  to  me,  on  sound  principlea^  ana  which  my 
country  shall,  on  foil  consideration  iad  unquea&mable 
evidence  think  tiwt  it  owes  it  to  itaelf  to  allow  me."  He 
closes  that  communication,  and  takea  his  leave  of  ua,'in 
sinubu'  language — "  In  the  decision  on  my  chums,  (says 
he,^  1  repeat  ih»t  I  ask  no  favor  or  indulgence  i  that  1  adc 
nothing  but  what  sliall  appear  to  be  stricuy  due  to  me,  on 
sound  principles,  on  fuU  consideratioi^  and  unquestiona- 
ble evidence,  the  withholding  of  wMch  for  so  loi^  a 
time  has  sulyected  me  to  pains  and  troubles  which  mi^ 
readily  be  conceived.'*  Does,  then,  Mr.  M<mroe  CMoe  be- 
fore this  House  different  from  other  claimants?  And  ahall 
not  his  claima  receive  the  aame  respectful  connderation, 
candid  examination,  we  are  in  the  duly  practice  of  giving 
to  every  other  roan's?  That  he  asks  no  more,  we  have  hn 
written  declaration;  whether  this  it  to  be  denied  lUm,  is 
the  questicm  to  be  settled. 

I  <fid  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  I  did  expec^  before  I 
witnessed  die  course  of  this  debate^  «Aia^  as  Mr.  Monroe 
asked  no  more  than  was  accorded  to  every  one  who 
knocked  at  our  door,  what  was  asked  would  be  gtven; 
that  as  he  expected  no  favors  from  a  long  and  faithful  dis- 
charge of  public  services,  and  the  important  stations  filled, 
that  becutse  be  had  rendered  those  services,  uid  filled 
those  statimi%  in  consideriiwaclaimthat  he  bad  preferred 
agmnat  the  Government  or  his  country,  they  would  not 
be  referred  to  for  the  purpose  of  prejudicing  that  cUm. 
Our  feari  to  do  wrong  rilouU  not  so  operate  as  to  cmwe 
us  not  to  do  what  we  may  know  to  be  right.  Bu^  «r,  it 
is  with  regret  I  say,  the  tendency  of  Uie  acts  of  gentle- 
men who  have  participiated  in  this  debate,  (I  impugn  the 
motives  and  intettfioDS  of  no  one,)  has  been  such  aa  to  deny 
to  Mr.  Monroe  timt  hearing  to  which  no  one  in  hi^  place 
here  would  dare  to  say  there  was  a  man  in  tbia  nation  not 
entitled.  The  amount  of  money  he  has  received  from 
pubHc^  treasury  has  been  mentioned,  and  we  have  been 
tdd  that  he  has  been  for  a  long  tine  in  the  emplt^  of  the 
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G<n-ernment  of  the  United  States,  lonffer  than  any  otlier 
inan.  Forlhe  argument,  be  it  bo.  If  he  was  attbe  head 
of  one  of  the  departments  for  six  years,  did  he  rsceive  as 
a  compemation  for  his  services  more  than  was  allowed  by 
Uw^  If  he  was  Prendent  eight  years,  was  he  paid  more 
than  hit  predconaon,  Ma^son,  JefTerson,  or  Wa^ng- 
ton'  If  he  was  twice  Governor  of  VlTginia*  was  he  not 
paid  as  the  other  Governors  of  that  State  had  been?  If, 
in  our  revolutionaiy  strugg4c,  young  as  he  then  was,  he 
fought  our  battles,  and  nioiBtened  the  soil  of  New  Jersey 
with  hisbtood,  did  he  then'  receirc,  or  has  he  Mnce  claim- 
ed,' more  than  what  was  allowed  to  others  of  the  same 
nade?  Sir,  what  do  thess  arguments  lead  u»  to?  If  the 
Goremment  of  the  United  States  contract  with  one  of  its 
most  distinguished  citizens  for  the  performance  of  certein 
acts,  the  compensation  for'which  is  by  law  regulated,  and 
the  contract  in  all  ita  parts  has  been  complied  with,  and 
the  money  paid,  and  there  is  afterwards  between  the  same 
partiei  anwter  contract  for  other  services,  a  compliance 
with  the  terms  of  tlw  firat,  according  to  the  declaration  of 
gentlemen,  (I  will  not  say  argument,}  is  a  fiill  discliarge 
of  Uie  second.  Ttris  is  the  effect  of  th«r  reasoning;  it 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  now  before  tlua  com- 
mittee. No  man,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  heretofore  thought 
that,  because  by  his  mcritoriousserviceSi  great  experience, 
and  superior  quahfications,  he  had,  in  the  estimation  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  some  claim  for  important  trusts,  that 
claim,  in  regard  to  his  other  "jf^ts,  abould  operate  against 
hhnt  but  this  is  the  measure  ofjuitice  to  Mr.  Monroe.  If 
yendemen  bo  disposed  to  do  what  ^y  have  professed  a 
mllingnesB  to  do,  why  have  they  resorted  to  such  re- 
marks? Th«  gentleman  fWrni  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Wil- 
ttixs,]  who  has  just  resumed  his  seat,  has  reminded  the 
committee  of  what  a  late  Governor  of  Virginia  (Mr. 
tiiles)  luB  said  of  Mr.  Monroe,  in  regard  to  tne  amount 
of  money  he  has  received  from  the  public,  and,  in  telling- 
us  one  thinff  that  gentleman  said,  has,  no  doub^  wtiether 
he  so  intended  or  not,  reminded  every  member  of  this 
Gommittee  of  another  thing  that  Goveror  Giles  nud  of  Mr- 
M<»iroe,  that  he  had  always  been  a  public  patiper,  and 
that  the  United  States  must,  as  they  alwavs  bad,  continue 
to  support  lum.  What  is  the  effect  of  this  but  to  enlist 
the  prejudices  of  ever^  devoted  friend  of  the  late  Go- 
vernor of  Vlr^nia  agamst  the  claim  of  James  Monroe^ 
This  does  not  agree  with  the  profession  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  made  wben  he  commenced  his 
remarks,  and  is  hardly  excused  by  his  apology,  made 
when  he  concluded  them.  His  greatest  aoprebenson  at 
first  appeared  to  be  that  Mr.  Monroe's  claim  would  be 
more  nvorably  considered  than  other  men's,  from  the 
great  services  be  bad  rendered,  and  lugh  offices  he  liad 
filled:  wlien  reUeved  of  that,  I  subnet  K  to  that  gentle* 
man  whether  it  was  fikir,  or  just,  or  comports  witli  his 
ideas  of  what  is  correct,  by  -any  alliiaon  ofhis,  to  awaken 
prqwUcesthat  willdepriveHr.  Monroe's  daun  of  thatcon- 
nderation  we  are  bound  to  give  every  man's  in  the  nation. 

We  arc  not  now  called  on  to  psaa  upon  the  bickerings 
of  two  mei),  one  now  in  the  mive,  and  the  other  upon  the 
brink  of  it;  in  other  ages  and  odier  times,  justice  will  be 
done,  ss  1  hope,  to  both,  when  the  passions  of  the  mo- 
ment shall  have  subnded,  and  when  we,  too,  vhomigrnow 
have  our  prejudices  and  personal  prei£le(4ioiis^  dUiO  be 
.  gathered  to  our  &thers.  "niei^  perhaps,  some  men's 
reputation  and  fame  will  not  depend  upon  what  they  might 
have  ssud  against  the  punty  -of  Jatues  Monroe's  character, 
but  upon  tiieir  b^nfp  bom  in  the  ttme  Stat^  and  Gving  in 
tiie  same  age  with  bim. 

But,  Mr.  Cbsirman,  there  are  other  objections  to  this 
clium,  which  ought  to  be  conudered  by  s<ane  one,  beforq 
the  merits  of  it  are  examined,  as  well  from  their  peculiar 
character,  as  the  quarter  from  which  the}'  come.  I  must 
confess  i  wai  suiprised  to  hear  such  objections  from  such 
A  sourecf  ftom  men  wboi  to  do  dkm  justice,  I  tw^fat  to 


say,  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  have  walched  the 
treasury  with  Argus  eyes,  but  men,  fr<Hn  my  knowledge  of 
them,  I  did  suppose  were  not  willing  to  arraign,  wiuiout 
rood  cause,  the  motives  or  conduct  of  others.  Sir,  I 
leard  with  regret  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Whit- 
TLassrl  sav,  Uiat  because  we  had  received  mm  the  citi* 
xens  or  Afbemarle  county,  Virginia,  the  county  in  which 
Mr.  Monroe  was  bom,  and  from  the  «ttzens  of  the  ci^ 
of  New  York,  where  Mr.  Monroe  now  is,  petitions urgii^ 
upon  us  the  nccess^  of  conndering  and  examining  his 
claim,  and  nothing  more,  that  those  citizens  were  Mr. 
Monroe's  creditors^  and  were  consequently  actuated  by 
sinister  moHres.  Sir,  this  must  have  been  said  vritbook 
much  reflection:  it  was  well' enough  for  the  gentlenatt, 
because  he  opposed  this  claim  in  1826,  to  oppose  it  now; 
but  he  ought  at  least,  more  especially  as  ha  bad  no  proof 
to  the  contrary,  to  have  bad  cbanfy  enough  to- hare  be- 
lieved that  the  citizens  of  Albemarle  and  of  New  York 
mi^ht  have  been  actuated  by  motivoi  different  from  those 
which  he  has  thourht  proper  to  aseribe  to  them.  He 
might  liave  supposed  that  it  was  known  to  them,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe bad,  as  he  though^  a  claim,  an  honest  and  legal  duni, 
upon  tie  United  States,  and  all  he  wanted  was  a  Sir,  dis- 
passionate,  and  legal  inveAintton  of  this  claim;  and,  when 
he  had  satisfied  himself  of  this,  he  might,  without  any 
great  tax  upon  his  own  mind,  suppose  that  the  citizens 
of  Albemarle,  who  know  Mr.  Monroe  best,  because  they 
have  known  bim  the  longest,  and  have  been  mwe  cloaei^ 
connected  with  lum  than  any  other  ixwtion  of  Uiia  coun- 
try, the  dtizens  of  New  York*  who  ktwv  what  Mr.  Mon- 
roe now  is  in  regard  to  his  pecuniary  coneema,  from 
seeing  him  with  them,  and  by  this  are  also  reminded  of 
wliat  he  once  was,  might,  without  being  influenced  by 
such  motives  as  the  gentleman  has  ascribed  to  them,  have 
sent  to  us  the  petitiona  which  are  now  on  the  files  of  the 
House  in  Ms  behalf. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  is  warranted 
in  his  supposition  from  what-be  would  call  testimony,  up- 
on what  grouiWl  do  we  stand,  who  may  differ  from  that 
gentleman  on  the  merits  of  this  claim?  Under  what  impu- 
tation does  a  mttjority  of  both  Houses  licj  who,  in  1^6, 
voted  for  what  was  then  allowed  Mr.  Monroe?  Hie  same 
insinuations  which  have  been  made  against  the  citisena  of 
Albemarle  and  New  York,  (and  there  are  the  same  ground* 
far  them, )  can  be  made  against  us. 

I  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  gentleman  from  <H>i<v 
from  further  reflection,  will  conclude  that  what  he  has  said 
was  gratuitous,  uncalled  for,  and,  by  evidence  before  ua, 
unwarranted.  We  are  required  to  meet  anotiicr  objec- 
tion made  by  the  gentlewian  from  Ohio,  presented  as  & 
le^  on«.  By  the  act  of  1836-Y,  Mr.  Monroe  is  to  he 
paid  the  sum  of  money  by  thrt  act  granted,  io  full  of  all 
his  clums  sgainst  tlie  United  States;  «nd  because  in  the 
pasnng  of  that  act,  in  reference  to  the  phraMfdogy  of 
wbidi  Mx.  Monroe  sud  nothing,  and  ^oiud  not  say,  any 
thing,  because  he  knew  nothing.  Congress  thought  iin^>er 
to  use  the  language  ntfW  in  use,  in  reference  to  all  our 
enactmenta  in  reeard  to  claims,  **  in  fiitt  satialiwrtion  and 
(Uschai^  of  all  uie  claims  of  Junes  Mbnzoe  against  the 
United  States,*'  whether  it  were  so  or  not,  he  is 'thereby 
precluded  the  right  to  present  the  claim  now  before  us. 
Sir,  to  every  bat^wi,  contract,  or  agreement;  to  every 
lease,  relinquishment,  or  relesse,  I  have  always  been 
taught  to  beUeve  there  must  be  at  least  two  parties — one 
to  give  or  execute,  aqd  the  other  to  take  or  receive,  in 
pursuance  of  terns  previously  arranged  and  ^recd  on. 
When  did  Mr.  Monroe,  er  any  one  actii^  in  Us  behalf,  aiqr 
friend  of  his,  si^y  for  him,  that  ^>praptmtiioa  for  his  bene- 
Gt  at  the  time  mentioned  ^ould  be  a  full  sad  complete  liqm- 
dation  of  bis  claim?  At  no  '^UM^  never— ao  &r  from  wn 
being  the  case,  the  gentletnan  frcm  Viigiiua,  [Mr.  Maa- 
csR,]  under  whose  paternal  charge  the  cnum  of  Mr.  Men- 
roe  uen  wasi  as  it  now  1%  d«elued  to  ttie  Hous^  tt«t  Sft 
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br  from  the  HUD  then  appropriatedbeing  in  ftiHdMoharge 
of  Mr.  Monroe's  claim,  ta  mat,  at  he  luppoKd,  would 
be  hia  diasatiafiuition*  that  he  ifid  not  beliere  he  vould 
take  what  was  allowed  him:  he  did  take  it,  but  not  at  any 
time  with  an  acknowledg'inent  that  it  waa  in  full  satis&ction 
of  his  claim — all  his  acts,  all  the  acts  of  his  friends,  from  that 
time  to  this,  showed  that  the  amount  appropriated  was  not 
to  Ins  and  tlieir  minds  •  satisfaction  of  tiis  claim.  At  the 
next  sesaioo,  his  friends  from  Albemarle  p^itiooed  us  in 
his  behalf,  for  the  balancei  and  this  petition,  if  not  jjfotten 
up  at  his  instance,  (I  do  not  belieTe  it  was, )  it  is  bir  to  pre- 
sume was  not  preseDtc4  against  hb  will.  Sir,  from  that 
time  to  this,  there  has  been  a  petition  before  us  in  fiLTor  of 
Jamea  Monroe.  D6esthiBlo(Alikeareliaquiahmentof«iiat 
he  considered  was  fiiirly  due  turn,  and  what  he  was  legalhf 
entitled  to  >  No,  it  cannot  be  so  pretended — I  was  an  eye- 
witneaa  of  the  mode  in  which  we  -l^abted  upon  the  claim 
iBl826-'7:  the  report  of  die  select  comBBUee  waa  made 
at  a  very  late  period  v£  tfie  senon,  and  the  bill  ^  not 
come  before  us  until  our  nif^t  sessions  had  commenced, 
fiivorable  to  any  thing  but  sAer  deliberation. 

AtUie  cloae  of  the  session,  and  hi  the  hurry  of -the  mo- 
ment, the  firiends  of  the  hill  were  willing  to  take  any  sum 
rather  than  continue  the  whole  question  to  the  next  ses- 
sion; and  I  take  upon  myself  to  say  tha^  in  rdation  to  the 
amount  to  be  appropriated,  there  wa*  not  a  ftiU,  or  eren 
a  deliberate  diacuanoo.  This  claim  is  not,  then,  Mr.  Ctuur< 
man,  as  one  gentleman  [Mr.  Cbiltob]  has  cbaritabty  as- 
serted, an  afterthought  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Monroe,  or 
any  of  his  friends;  nor  has  the  money  received,  been  a 
wairer  of  what  he  conceived  heretofore,  and  now  alleges 
to  be  due  him.  I  therefore  submit  to  the  committee, 
whether  there  is  any  9^>pd  ground  for  the  objection  found- 
ed u^on  die  appropriation  made  to  Mr.  Monroe^  as  eon- 
atitntmga  banner  to  the  present  appUcationt  and  whether 
this  is  an  appficaUon  to  indemnify  Mc  Monroe  for  moneys 
expended  m  feasting  bis  friends.  I  will  fully  consider  that, 
when  I  come  more  directly  to  tbfe  merits  of  this  claim. 
There  is  one  objection  more,  however,  made  by  the  ^n- 
tlemaa  from  Kentn^y,  which  I  nii^t  as  wdl  consider 
now  as  at  any  other  time—Mi  ol^ection  that  implies  just 
aa  well  to  any  othereiaim  as  tiiu;  if  good  in  d^  ease, 
equally  ao  m  any  otter.  Why  ahoukl  we,  says  the  gea- 
deman,  pay  Mr.  Monroe,  when  there  are  odwls  who 
have  daima  upon  ua  we  do  not  payt  the  war-worn  ve- 
teran, die  soldier  of  the  revolution?  If,  nr,  this  argu- 
ment la  to  obtain,  we  never  can  par  any  one,  because 
we  cannot  OT^may  not  be  disposed  to  pay  all  at  the 


same  time.  When  the  case  of  die  soWer  of.  the  revo- 
lution is  caDed,  we  cannot  act  upon  that,  because  Mr. 
Monroe  has  a  claim  that  is  not  sadsfied:  we  cannot  pay 
Mr-  Htmroe,  becauae  the  soldier  and  others  have  not  been 
paid- 

I  believe  the  geodemaa  will  do  me  the  justice  to  say 
that  1  have  gone  as  fiir  as  any  one,  oertuitly  as  far  as  he 
has  gone,  in  satilfying  what  1  deemed  to  be  the  rightful 
•duma  of  all  tte  ofBeersaadaoldierB  of  the  revolution,' 
irikoee  rsari  have  been  belbre  vs.  l^e  gentleman's  aigu- 
ment  lias  been  one,  too,  common  with  aU  those  that  have 
objectiona  to  payiag  any  one.  Another  objection  has 
been  made,  wmcfaciaims  a  moment's  conmdemtiont  and 
^ia,  from  the  lapse  of  time  since  the  items  accrued,  this 
would  be  teoable>  if  uoexplauied,  not  repelled_by  facts 
and  orcumstanees  which  geptlemen  might  uve  acquainted 
thcniidvca  w4di,  if  d^  bad  read  the  coronmtdcatkin  of 
Mr.  Monroe,-  or  attended  to  the  report  of  the  committee. 
To  my  nund,  air,  satisfitctory  reasons  are  given  why  at- 
tempts have  not  been  made  to  ehfuve  it  before.  Called 
from  his  first  misnmi,  under  peculiar  oirenmstances,  he 
had,  in  die  first  place,  tovindioite  Us  character  and  repu- 
tation as  a  public  man,  more  dear  to  turn  than  moneyi  and 
while  be  was  doing  diat,  he  was  willing  the  Government 
should  pajr  hia  ag«Bt  what  at  that  time  might  be  in  their 


own  opinion  due,  radier  than  cavil  with  them  about  it:  he, 
however,  ^ve  no  discharge,  nor  authorized  any  one  to  be 
^ven  in  hw  name.  He  was  soon  called  to  the  office  of 
Chief  Magistrate  of  Virginia,  and  had  hardly  served  his 
constitutional  term,  before  he-  was  called  to  hid  second 
mission.  So  soon  aa  that  was  ended,  he  was  again  called  by 
the  citizens  of  his  native  State  to  the  same  office  from 
which  he  was  tnnsGsrred  to  the  departments  here,  which 
he  lefl  for  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  Stales,  in 
which  be  remained  «<Kht  years. 

He  waa  in  pubUe  Kk,  irith  a  very  small  intermptlon, 
from  die  time  he  was  called  to  hia  first  mission  to  die  end 
of  his  Preridential  term.  After  his  successor  was  chosen, 
then  he  made  out  and  afterwards  presented  this  claim 
,now  under  consideration,  anterior  to  which  there  was  no 
period  in  which  he  could  with  propriety  have  done  it. 

Sir,  the  relative  Mtnatitm  of  Mr.  Monroe  furnishes  are- 
pty  to  the  objeetion,  and  Kmores  the  preiumpdon  of 
payment  from  length  of  dme. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  replied  to  most  the  ob- 
jections brought  against  this  claim  by  gentlemen  who  are 
opposed  to  any  allowance  whatsoever;  others  will  be  con- 
sidered in  the  examination  more  direody  of  the  merits  of 
the  claim  itaelf.  I  am  sennble  1  have  already  trespassed 
somewhat  upon  the  patienco  of  the  cMBndttce,  but  fliey 
will  bean  in  mind  that  I  was  die  firat  who  (Attained  the 
fihor  after  these  objections  were  madei  and,  aa  a  friend  of 
the  bill,  it  was  as  much  my  duty  to  meet  them,  ss  it  would 
be  any  gentieman's  on  the  same  side  of  the  question  who 
might  succeed  me. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Himcca,}  who  pre- 
sented this  claim  with  so  much  clearness,  and  urged  its 
adoption  with  so  much  zeal  and  eloquence,  certainly  did 
not  antidpatfl  these  obiectionst  and,  if  he  bad,  it  would 
not  have  been  his  province  to  reply  to  them.  One  word  as 
to  the  effect  of  the  pending  motion.  The  gendemanfrom 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Cmiltoit]  no  doubt  thinks  there  is  nothing 
due  James  Monroe;  but  ought  be  not  to  have  supposed 
there  mi^t  be  some  gendemen  on  this  floorwbo  might  Uiink 
there  was  some  part  of  the  claim  wtudi  ought  to  be  paid, 
thoiuta  BOttbe  wholeof  it?  If  hiamotitm  prrniK  those 
gentfemen  will  be  debarred  the  r^t  of  moving  fat  the 
leMer  sum,  when  in  their  consciences  they  believe  there  ' 
is  something  due.  Is  diis  die  motion,  then,  which,  at  this 
stage  of  the  inquiry  utd  investigation,  ought  to  be  made^ 
I  tmnk  not: 

1  come  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  a  eonnderation  of  these 
items,  which  eensdtirte  Mr.  Monroe's  chum,  and  will  state 
them  as  I  underatand  them,  befbre  I  read  them  frmn  the 
committee's  report.  First,  a  dum  for  contingent  ex- 
penses during  his  firat  misuon  to  France,  with  thtereat;  a 
claim  for  allowtmcea  after  his  recall,  during  his  detention 
in  Europe,  befbre  he  could  embark'  for  this  country;  inte- 
rest upon  the  money  which  he  was  compiled tobffe,  incon- 
sequence of  his  outfit  not  being  paid  before  he  sailed  from 
this  country;  an  additional  allowance  for  contingent  ex- 
penses while  in  England;  losses  sustained  in  the  purchase 
of  a  house  in  Paris;  money  disbursed  to,  and  expenses  in- 
curred to  effect  the  liberation  of  Thomas  Paine;  and  cmi- 
missions  on  loans  of  money  to  the  Uovcrnment  of  the 
Uiuted  States,  obtained  by  extnmdimirj  exertions  and  by 
his  personid  credit  during  the  late  war.  Hiese  are  the 
principal  items  of  his  daun. 

Aa  Mr.  Monroe'a  first  nussion  was  attended  with  pecu- 
liar eircum8tanoel^  and  at  a  ctideal  period  In  the  history 
of  Praoce,  we  must  for  a  moment  advert  to  die  situation 
of  that  country,  to  ahow  that  his  services  were  extraordi- 
nary, his  expenses  necessarily  great,  and  that  no  allowance 
to  any  minister  before,  or  any  similar  claim  since  that 
period,  could  form  a  just  criterion  by  which  we  can  judge 
of  the  sum  which  ought  to  be  pud  to  him.  The  French 
revolution  was  jiiA  over;  the  nations  of  Biirope  were 
ceniiuDedtocniHi  tlK  French  nation^  and  they  had  to 
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BgHt  their  battles  axaitist  a  world  in  arms.  The  operation 
of  their  edicts  and  decrees,  had  brou^t  witliin  their  grasp 
millions  of  property  belon^fin^  to  die  United  States,  and 
incarcerated  thousands  of  our  citizens.  As  many  who 
were  not  imprisoned,  were  anxiously  waitinjp  the  ute  of 
their  property,  then  under  seizure,  there  was  not  in 
France  at  that  time  any  consular  power  eitabliahedi  to  re* 
lease  from  their  coitMement  our  citizens;  to  cUm  and 
elTecta  release  of  their  property:  to  assert,  and  bjr  argu- 
mcnt  enforce  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  required  no 
ordinary  talents,  no  common  ^arc  of  zeal  and  persever- 
ance, and  was  consequently  the  cause  of  extra  expense. 
Three  aecretariet  were  employed  by  him  for  »  great  length 
of  Ume,  houaei  were  rentea  kit  their  aceommodation,  and 
heavy  expenses  were  incurred  on  thdr  account  Was 
this  necessary }  There  is  not  a  man  who  hears  me,  who 
will  say  it  was  not.  For  whose  benefit?  For  the  people 
of  the  United  States — for  American  citizens.  Can  it  be 
expected  that  Mr.  Monroe,  or  any  other  man,  situated  as 
he  wa^  could  exhibit  voudiers  for  all  the  expenses  which 
he  was  compelled  to  incur  im  our  account,  under  mch  an 
extraordinary  state  of  things? 
,  Sir,  I  am  not  sunirised  &t  he  haa  a  claim  for  an  ad- 
ditional allowance  for  contingent  expenses^  but  am  sur- 
prised tliat  it  should  be  no  larger  than  the  one  presented. 
The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  asks  for  vouchers. 
The  very  nature  of  the  service  forbids  the  production  of 
them.  In  many  of  the  common  and  ordinary  traiuactions 
of  life,  tliey  are  not  expected.  Are  they  produced  in  set- 
tling the  concerns  between  ships-husband  or  owner,  and 
the  master,  as  to  many  expenses  and  disbursements  be- 
tween the  principal,  his  ftctor  or  agent?  No:  the  gentle- 
man knows  they  are  neither  produced  nor  expected. 

^Here  Mr.  WIIXIAHS  rose,  and  said,  what  he  meant 
by  vouchers,  was  a  detailed  statement.] 

In  reply  to  that,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  could  say  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  that  it  would  be  just  as  dif- 
ficult to  produce,  and  just  as  unreasonable  to  expect,  this 
detailed  statement,  as  uie  vouchers  which  have  been  called 
for.  Sir,  these  contingent  expenses  are  paid  to  no  min- 
ister, under  any  ordinary  state  of  affairs,  in  consequence  of 
the  production  of  vouchers. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  some  things  probable  in  them- 
selves, and  do  not  require  a  very  great  share  of  proof  di- 
rect, to  command  our  belief;  aitd  there  are  others  in 
themselves  so  improbable,  we  cannot  well  beUevc  them, 
when  fortified  by  prooft  the  most  po^ive.  That  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's expenses  would  have  been,  during  his  first  mission  to 
France,  'while  at  Fans,  greater,  by  the  amount  sUted,  than 
nniiistera  on  ordinary  occasions,  is  not  only  highly  proba- 
ble, but  is  proved  positively  by  the  statements  of  *Ir. 
Skipworth,  Mr.  Gelson,  and  all  the  other  testimony  in  the 
case.  I  could,  if  it  were  necessary,  take  another  ground: 
if  Mr.  Monroe  did  not  know  that  the  allowance  claimed 
was  not  only  equitable,  but  legal,  would  he,  is  there  a 
man  living  who  has  any  knowledge  of  the  character  of 
James  Monroe,  who  can  for  one  minute  believe  that  he 
would,  in  his  old  age,  in  private  life,  having  filled  so  many 
offices,  bavii^  discharged  the  duties  of  them  with  so  much 
honor  to  himself  and  credit  to  the  countr}',  thus  persevere 
in  a  cUim  that  was  oot  absdutely  just?  He  has  the  feel- 
ings of  a  man,  and  knows  full  well  the  ordeal  every  one 
lias  to  pass  through,  who  apiilies  to  Congress  for  the  set- 
tlement of  an  account;  and,  when  he  came  before  us,  no 
doubt  knew  that  he  would  necessarily  be  subjected  to  the 
scoffs  and  sneers  of  many  whose  province  it  would  be  to 
pass  upon  his  t^aira;  perhaps  Anticipated  what  has  been 
said  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that  he  was  calling 
on  Congress  to  pay  him  for  feastiilg  lus  friends  in  Paris. 

With  this  knowledge  of  consequences,  would  this  claim 
have  been  the  secoixltime  before  us,  if  it  were  not  in  all 
respects  just  and  equitable?  lam  satisfied  it  would  not. 
Well,  nr,  if  mouey  be  due,  and  it  lias  been  wUhhckl, 


is  not  interest  due  as  well  as  prinapal?  But  the  gentle- 
man feom  North  Carolina  informs  us  that  the  United  States 
arc  to  be  viewed  as  a  moral  person,  always  presumed  to 
be  ready  to  pay  what  he  owes  whenever  called  on— a  pre- 
sumption not  warranted  by  facts— and  that  consequently 
no  interest  is4o  be  allowed  on  claims  against  the  United 
States.  As  this  moral  person  is  sometimes  guilty  of  im* 
nioral  acts,  1  cannot  subscribe  to  the  gentieman's  doctrine.* 
he  will  not  say  ^t  interest  has  never  been  allowed  on 
claims  against  the  United  States — look  into  our  statuses, 
and  you  can  find  more  than  fifty  cases  in  which  it  has  been 
allowed.  If  there  ever  has  been  any  rule  on  the  subject, 
it  haa  been  to  suffer  each  case  to  depend  upon  its  pecu- 
liar circumstances  and  merits.  But  whjr  waste  time  on 
this  question?  Interest  was  allowed  on  so  nrach  of  the 
claim  of  Mr.  Monroe  as  was  sanctioned  by  Congress  In 
1836;  and  our  legislation  at  that  time  refieves  me  of  some 
labor  in  the  furtiier  investigation  of  this-claim.  In  1836. 
Congress  allowed  interest  on  so  much  of  Mr.  Monroe's 
claim  as  was  at  that  time  fiivorably  conndered,  from  1810 
to  their  deeinon  b  to  be  atdUs  time  re«)acted,  'or 
nofc— 4f  not,  then  the  whole  question  »  new  before  nst  but 
if,  on  the  oUier  hand,  what  we  have  done  should  influence 
and  direct  'US  in  what  we  are  to  do,  having  allowed  inte- 
rest from  ISIO  to  1826,  it  appears  to  me  we  cannot  renst 
the  allowance  of  interest  from  the  time  the  claim  accrued 
to  1810.  If  for  one  period  it  be  correct,  it  is  equally  so 
for  the  other.  I  dismiss,  then,  this  part  of  the  claim.  That 
Mr.  Monroe  was  entitled  to  an  outfit  on  hia  mission  to 
Prance,  and  tint  it  wu  not  pud  until  some  years  after  it 
was  due,  all  will  acknowl^ge:  that  if,  in  consequence  irf* 
its  not  being  paid,  he  was  compelled  to  lure  money  in 
amount  equal  to  that  for  which  he  paid  interest,  to  me  it 
is  evident  that  he  should  be  allowed  this  interest;  and  it 
would  be  no  more  than  iiidemni^  to  pay  him  interest  on 
the  sum  he  paid  for  interest. 

His  eontii^nt  expenses  during  his  miiKon  to  Enf^and 
constituting  another  item  of  daim,  be  takes  Mr.  King's 
allowance  as  a  standard  for  his  owni  and  when  it  is  con- 
sidered, as  the  committee  have  observed,  that  Mr.  Monroe 
was  in  En^and  when  Eurc^  was  at  war,  when  the  de- 
crees and  edicts  of  the  belligerents  were  the  causes  of  the 
seizures  Mid  sequestration  of  our  property  to  vast  amounts, 
and  Mr.  lUngV  nUsnon  was  during  a  period  of  peace,  the 
standard  assumed  cannot  afibrd  man  tfum  %■  w  allow- 
auice.  It  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  what  has  been  said  of 
interest,  so  fur  as  it  may  be  connected  with  thw  part  of  the 
claims  Nor  will  I  detain  the  committee  but  a  moment  in 
considering  that  part  of  the  clwm  which  under  the  first 
mission  to  Prance  accrued  after  au<lience  of  leave,  and 
during  his  detention  in  Europe — ^to  leave  Europe  after  he 
had  received  notice  of  liis  recall,  was  impos  iaH>le.  The 
French  coast  being  blockaded,  he  had  uo  crpDcntunity  of 
doing  it— to  have  continued  in  France,  mignt  have  in- 
creased in  hia  own  country  the  prejudices  against  lumj 
and  to  have  lefl  Europe,  and  embarked  for  the  United 
States,  if  an  oppprtunity  had  offered,  as  hia  successor  was 
not  accredited,  and  no  communicationa,  but  through  him, 
could  at  that  time  be  received,  might  have  been  iiyydi- 
cious.  This  expense  accruing  onder  drcumatanees  whidi 
lie  could  not  control,  the  GoTemment  in  good  fiutb  were 
bound  to  pay,  and  interest  on  so  much  as  haa  not  been 
paid,  accoroing  to  principles  assumed  in  the  allowance  of 
interest  on  the  other  items  already  'noticed.  Reserving 
to  myself  the  right  of  making  a  few  remarks  on  that  part 
of  Mr.  Monroe's  claim  connected  with  the  pun^Mee  and 
sale  of  the  house  in  Pari^  tibe  liberation  of  Tiionias  Pme, 
and  money  expended  on  his^count.  the  kens  n^o- 
tiated,  I  submit  the  reaidue  of  the  clwm  as  reported  tnr 
the  select  committee  as  proper  to  be  by  us  accepted,  al- 
lowed, and  paid,  and  what  will  be  short  of  aa  indeBOu^ 
for  the  services  rcn^red,  and  moneys  in  good  fiuA  ex< 
pendcd  on  account  of  the  United  States. 
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1.  DHFcrence  betveen  sum  claimed  by  Mr. 
Honroe  for  contingent  ei^niet  of  fint 
miirimi  to  France,  «nd  thM  tUowed 

ConmsB  in  1826,        ....      93,019  15 

2.  Difl«renec  between  turn  claimed  by  Wrti 
for  cobtingent  ezpenMi  of  the  misnon  to 
EnrUnd,  and  tiiat  allowed  by  Congress  in 

1826,   1,562  32 

3.  Interest  on  the  sum  allowed  in  1636,  tat 
contiugent  expenses  of  tbe  first  mismon  to 
France,  to  wi^  the  sum  of  $1,495  85,  from 
the  15tfi -Deoember,  1796,  being  the  mean 
period  between  the  beginning  and  termina* 
tion  of  the  mission,  to. December,  1810, 

when  the  interest  then  allewed  commenced,     1,252  77 
■  4.  Interest  on  the  additional  sum  now  pro- 
posed to  be  allowed,  to  wi^  the  sum  of 
V3;019  15,  from  the  same  period  to  March, 
1839,   3,903  03 

5.  Interest  on  tbe  sum  allowed  in  1826,  for 
contingent  expenses  of  mission  to  England, 
to  wit,  tbe  sum  of  ^7  68,  Avm  the  1st  of 
September,  1806,  being  the  mean  period 
between  the  beginning  and  termination  of 
tfte  nranon,  after  the  return  irom  Spain, 

to  December,  1810,      .      -      •      ■         tU  60 

6.  Interett  on  the  additional  sum  now  pro- 
posed to  be  allowed*  to  wit,  the  sum  of 

91,562  33,  from8ameperiodtoMarch,1829,  3,109  13 
7-  Interest  on  the  sum  allowed  in  1836,  for 
detention  in  Prance,  in  1797,  after  audience 
of  leavef  to  wit,  the  sum  of  $2,750,  from 
April,  1797,  to  December,  1810,  when  the 
interest  allowed  in  1836  commenced,    -  3,34135 

8.  Interest  on  aum  allowed  in  1836,  for  de- 
mom^  paid  to  J.  Hicks,  to  wit,  the 
sum  of  (350,  from  March  7,  1803,  when 
it  was  paid,  to  December,  1810,  when  in- 
terest heretofore  allowed  commenced,   -         163  84 

9.  Interest  on  outfit  of  second  mission  to 
France,  from  January,  1803,  to  May,  1610,     3,915  00 

10.  Intereaton  the  fbregoingsum,  from  Mav, 
leiO,  to  Mansh,  1839,  .      .      .  4,423  95 

11.  Interest  on  the  sum  allowed  in  1826,  for 
extraordinary  expenses  of  detention  in  Eng. 
land,  to  wit,  the  sum  of  #10,500,  from  the 
15th  September,  1806,  being  tlie  mcAn  pe- 
riod between  the  commencement  and  ter- 
mihati<m  of  that  mission,  to  Deceml>er, 
1810v  when  interest  heretofbre  allowed 
commenced,  3,677  50 


$34,377  04 


Before  we  come  to  a  conclusion  on  the  question  of  in. 
demnity  for  the  loss  sustained  in  the  purch&ac  and  sale  of 
the  houae  in  Paris,  let  us  ask,  for  whose  eood  did  Mr. 
Monroe  act  in  this  transaction^  fiir  himself,  or  for  his 
fXAintiy  ?  Did  he  act  in  good  Mth^and  had  he  a  reason- 
able expectation  tlie  house  would  be  taken  by  his  Govern- 
ment for  the  residence  of  future  ministers  of  the  Unite<l 
States?  Sir,  in  relation  to  this  transaction,  he  did  iiot'act 
unadvisedly;  he  availed  himself  of  the  opinions  of  the  most 
distingui^ed  and  enligfatenetl  Americans  then  at  Faris{ 
among  odiers,  the  two  gentlemen  whose  statements  are  in 
the  documents  of  the  case.  From  all  the  lights  he  could 
derive,  he  found  the  purchase  necessary,  not  only  to  in- 
crease his  influence  with  those  in  power,  but  to  establish 
upon  a  firm  basis  the  favors  and  esteem  conciliated,  by 
means  of  which  he  could  act,  and  did  act,  mwe  efficient- 
ly fur  tbe  American  interest  than  any  one  could  or  did 
•nticqMtet  lo  much  to,  as  to  ex<nte  not  only  the  enry,  but. 


in  bet,  the  jealousy  of  the  citizens  of  his  native  country. 
For  whose  benefit  was.  this  influence  exercised^  'Pvt  hit 
country.  Shall,  then,  Mr.  Monroe  bear  this  loss'  Mr. 
Chairman,  he  waa  not  without  a  precedent.  The  pur- 
chase of  tiie  house  at  the  Hague  was  a  case  in  point. 
What  bis  Government  had  done  fop  another  mmister 
abroad,  acting  in  good  faith,  he  had  a  right  to  suppose 
would  be  done  in  regard  to  this  transaction.  But  he  was 
suddenly  and  unexpectedly  recalled;  he  had  no  time  to 
oflTcr  the  purchase  to  hi^  own  Government,  or  sell  the 
estate- on  favorable  terms  to  any  one  in  Paris.  I'he  whole 
of  this  loss  has  &llen  on  Mr.  Monroe,  and  was  partly  oc- 
canoned  by  the  acts  of  our  Government,  the  result  of  an 
unwarrantable  jealousy,  founded  upon  nothing  in  fact  but 
his  great  influence  at  the  time  with  the  French  nation, 
never  exercised  but  for  Jlia  country's  good.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve tite  people  of  this  country  are  ready  to  say  that'  he 
shall  bear  this  loss.  The  next  considerabon  for  the  com- 
mittee is  the  ebum  fbr  moneys  disbursed  for  the  liberation 
and  wd  of  Thomas  Paine.  Mr.  Monroe  waa  in  France, 
the  representative  of  the  sovereignty  of  this  country: 
Paine  was  in  prison,  had  been  repeatedly  threatened  with 
the  guillotine;  had  once  escaped  it,  according  to  his  own 
statement,  by  a  providential  act}  his  health  destroyed,  and 
bia  privations  and  sufferings  so  severe,  that  his  litis  was  in 
imminent  danger.  What  was  his  language  and  appeal  to 
Mr.  Monroe?  I  am  an  American — 1  am  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States;  I  conjure  you  by  the  love  you  bear  to  that 
country,  whose  citizen  I  am,  and  to  estabfiBh  whose  liber- 
ties we  both  for  years  have  labored — help,  extend  to  me 
your  aid,  or  1  die!  Sir,  if  Thomas  Fainc  had  been  before 
unknown  to  Mr.  Monroe,  this  thrilling  and  spirit-stirring 
language  could  be  neither  resisted  nor  disregarded.  The 
magic  words,  **1  am  a  Roman  eitiaen,"  in  uw  worst  dm 
of  Rome,  preserved  the  rights  of  the  individual  inviolable, 
and  arrested  the  arm  of  him  who  was  prepared  to  inflict 
the  stripes.  Mr.  Monroe  has  been  allowed  what  he  paid 
in  effecting  the  liberation  of  Madame  La&yctte,  why  should 
he  not  be  paid  his  expenses  incurred  in  the  liberation  of 
Thomas  Paine.'  Let  not  the  consideration  of  this  ques- 
tion be  mingled  with  the  feeUngi  of  the  day.  Whether 
Mr.  Paine  was,  during  our  revolutionanr  struggle,  the 
hireling  writer,  as  has  been  aUeged,  or  whether  liis  writ- 
ings on  religious  subjects  have  not  been  tbe  cause  of  much 
harm  to  the  world,  is  not  now  the  question  for  us  to  con- 
sider; was  not,  at  the  time,  this  appeal  a  subject  of  conside- 
ration for  Mr.  Honroe?  Ought  Mr.  Monroe,  as  our 
minister  abroad,  to  have  done  less?  and  shall  he  not  be 
countenanced  by  this  Government,  and  paid  for  what  by 
him  was  done?  Sir,  it  would  have  been  an  everiasting 
stain  upon  this  countr)|,  if  Thomas  Paine,  an  American, 
had  been  suffered  to  die  in  prison,  in  that  city  where  the 
representative  of  this  nation  was,  without  an  effort  to  re- 
licve  him.  Such  was  the  estimation  in  which  Thomas 
Paine  was  held  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  if  the  rumors  of  the  day 
are  to  be  credited,  tliat  long  after  his  liberation  he  re- 
ceived his  aid  and  aupprat. 

The  last  subject  reserved  fur  consideration  is,  the 
clum  of  Mr.  Monroe,  on  account  of  loans  negotiated  du- 
ring the  late  war,  obtained  by  extraordinary  exertions  on 
his  part,  and  by  his  personal  reaponribility.  In  reference 
to  them,  nothing  is  claimed  by  hira  but  what,  by  the  uni- 
form practice  ofthe  Government,  has  been  given  to  otiiei-s; 
and,  if  obtained  by'  cxtraoi-diiiary  exertions,  and.  this  u 
conceded,  why  should  he  not  be  paid?  Is  he  not  as  much 
entitled  to  compensation  as  ^our  diabur^ng  ofBccrSj  who 
obtained  nothing  upon  their  mere  responsibility,  and 
notiting  by  any  extra  exertion?  Compare  the  claim  with 
the  commissions  received  by  Commodore  Chauncey,  the 
commander  on  your  lakes,  when  the  war  raged  among 
the  ship  carpenters  at  Sackctt'o  Harbor  and  KiugAton,  for 
tlie  Mipreniacy  of  Lake  Ontario,  when  litlle  waa  achieved 
by  either  party  on  the  water.    Millions  were  disbursed. 
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and  passed  through  the  hands  of  that  officer,  m  all  of 
vhicn  he  had  his  commissions. 

Talce  another  case,  when,  if  commissions  were  not  al- 
lowed,  they  ought  to  hare  been.  Such  was  tlic  state  of 
our  6nancei,  after  the  Constitution  returned  from  the  cap- 
ture and  destruction  of  the  Guerriere,  to  the  harbor  of 
Boston,  the  naTy  agent,  with  all  the  available  funds  the 
Government  cotild  place  in  his  hands,  was  unable  to  send 
Iter  on  another  cruise.  To  do  this,  he  pledged  the  whole 
of  his  private  property,  and  became  personallv  responsible 
for  the  necessary  sum.  What  was  the  result?  Another 
naval  victory,  and  fresh  laurels  to  the  American  arms. 
Fart  of  these  loans,  effected  by  Mr.  Monroe,  were  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  sustain  your  army,  and  embody  the 
nuUtary  forces  at  New  Orleans  without  whicli,  victory 
would  not  have  perclied  upon  our  standird;  and  he  who 
u  now  at  the  Iwad  of  the  nation,  would  have  been  upon 
hit  firm  in  Tennessee. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  frojn  North  Carolina  is  mistaken  in 
saying  no  individual  could  sustain  the  credit  of  this  nation. 
It  was  done  in  the  two  cases  referred  to,  at  a  time  when 
Government  paper  was  passing  at  a  discount  of  thirty- 
three  per  cent.  I  apeak  from  what  I  saw,  and  well  recol- 
Jcct,  at  a  time  when  some  of  our  public  agents,  who  bad 
been  fatteniqg  on  the  spoilt  of  the  Government^  had  so 
little  confidence  in  its  solvency,  that  when  treasury  notet 
passed  through  their  hands,  and  it  was  necessary  to  en- 
dorse them,  you  would  find  upon  them  a  special  endorse* 
ment  in  ^cse  words:  "Pay  to  A  B,  or  order,  without 
recourse,  in  ^y  event,  to  me  as  endorser." 

The  services  of  Hr.  Monroe,  duringa  period  of  the  late 
war,  were  greater  and  more  arduous  than  any  man's  in 
tlut  or  any  country.  The  world  it  unacquaioted  with 
them.  He  wat  the  head  and  soul  of  the  nation;  oppressed 
and  worn  down  by  tlie  weight  of  these  services,  he  came 
nearslnUng  Into  his  grave — superintending  and  discharg- 
ing the  d\ities  of  three  departments — State,  Treasury,  and 
War.  To  effect  these  outdoor  loans,  to  Ihey  may  be 
caUed,  wat  not,  could  not,  be  required  of  him.  Listen  to 
the  testimony  of  a  living  witness  known  to  tu  all,  Mr. 
Ringgold,  and  who,  from  his  situation,  could  best  speak  of 
the  services  of  James  Monroe: 

"On  the  5th  of  September,  1814,  Mr.  Monroe  ap- 
pointed George  Graham,  Esq.,  Major  Robert  H.  Macphcr- 
aon,  and  myself,  his  confidentjal  clerks,  and  made  his  own 
hoiue  our  ofKce.  At  this  period,  Baltitnore,  Richmond, 
Phdadelphia,  and  New  York,  wore  menaced  by  the  enemy 
with  attacktt  and  large  bodiet  of  the  militia  and  regular 
army  were  ttatloncd  at  each  of  these  cities.  XJnet  of  vi- 
dettes,  who  brought  us  information  every  two  hours,  were 
stationed  on  the  Baltimoi-e  and  Richmond  roads.  A  com- 
pany of  these  videttes,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Taylor,  of  Virginia,  were  stationed  in  tlie  western  market- 
house,  in  front  of  Mr.  Monroe's  dwelling.  He  sle^t  for 
three  weeks  on  an  uncomfortable  couch,  and  made  it  my 
duty  to  receive  the  despatches  whloh  were  received  from 
the  cities  which  were  threatened  with  attacks.  It  was 
alto  made  my  duty  to  wake  up  Mi-.  Monroe  whenever  a 
vidette  arrived  at  night  witli  despatches;  and  I  was  often 
obliged  to  do  so  six  times  durmg  the  night.  Tlie  de- 
spatches were  regularly  answei-ed,  and  videttes  sent  off 
before  he  retired  to  bed. 

From  tlie  day  Mr.  Monroe  accepted  the  office  of  Secre- 
tary of  War,  to  the  end  of  the  war,  we  hod  no  office  hours: 
we  worked  day  and  night,  Sundays  not  excepted.  Our 
usual  time  of  shutting  up  the  office,  nnd  leaving  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, was  from  13' to  1  o'clock  at  niglit.  In  January,.l8l5, 
on  an  occasion  of  tins  soi-t,  and  altt;r  a  day  of  incessant 
labor,  Mr.  Monroe,  at  \'2  o'clock  A.  M.,  observed  to  us, 
that  it  was  time  to  take  sonic  rest:  in  turning  round  tu 
pull  off  his  bootH,  he  tumbled  on  the  floor,  exhausted 
with  fatigue,  and  apparently  lifeleas:  Mr.  Gtvham  being 
near,  luckily  caught  him  in  his  arms.    lie  remained  fur 


two  weeks  dangerously.  Ul,  and  omble  either  to  know 

or  to  attend  to  bunness.  The  department  was  conducted 
during  this  time  by  Major  Macpherson,  Mr.  Graham^  and 
myseu,  under  the  directions  of  the  President,  who  was 
also  confined  by  severe  indisposijUon.  The  moment  Hr. 
Monroe  was  restored  to  bis  senses,  and  bad  stren^h  to 
dictate  his  instructions.  We  were  summoned  to  bn  sick 
room,  and  were  engaged  daily  In  transcribing  the  commu- 
nications which  he  hod  to  make  to  alt  tectiuis  of  the 
United  States.  For  many  days  he  was  propped  up  in  his 
bed  by  pillows,  to  write  bis  despatches. 

"TENCH  RINGGOLD. 
•<  Wasbiicotoh,  Fdtntary  3,  1S39. 

**  Sworn  to,  before  mc,  on  this  3d  day  of  Febniaty, 

A.  D.  1830. 

"JOSEPH  STORY, 
«  One  of  the  Jiuticea  of  the  Sup.  Court  U.  S." 

We  ore  told,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  Mr.  Monroe  has  sought 
all  the  oflices  he  ever  filled,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  bound 
by  his  contract.  Unfortunately  for  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  in  this  also  he  is  mistaken,  and  contra- 
dicted by  Hr.  Monroe's  communication  to  this  House,  and 
Mr.  Jefferson's  letter  of  13th  January,  1803,  informing 
him  of  his  appointment  to  his  seeond  mwuon  to  Fmnce. 
[  will  read  but  a  few  lines  of  that  ktter. 

"  I  am  sensible,  after  the  measures  you  liave  taken  for 
getting  into  a  different  line  of  business,  that  it  will  be  a 
great  sacrifice  on  your  part,  and  presents,  from  the  sea- 
son, and  other  circumstances,  serious  ^flicultiea.  But 
some  men  are  bom  for  the  public-  Nature,  by  fittuig 
them  for  the  service  of  die  hiiman  nee,  on  a  broiid  scale, 
has  stamped  them  with  the  evidence*  of  her  destuwtion, 
and  their  duty." 

But  Mr.  Monroe  bos  sounded  all  the  depths  and  shoals 
of  honor,  (not  the  gentleman's  language,  but  the  idea  con- 
veyed by  him, )  and  he  must  consequent^  be  satisfied  with 
the  compensation  received.  A  new  mode  to  satisfy  a 
claim  for  money.  This  argument  1  have,  in  the  com- 
mencement of  my  remarks,  replied  to. 

In  concluHon,  Mr.  Cliairnaan,  as^  the  gentleman  tram 
North  Carolina  [Hr.  Wiluihs]  has  referred  us  to  the  de- 
claration of  one  Governor  of  Virginia,  permit  me  to  refer 
him  to  the  declaration  of  another  Governor  of  that  Stat^ 
[Mr.  Floyd,]  made  In  this  House  whenthe  Vice  President 
threw  himself  upon  us,  and  requested  on  investigation  of 
his  conduct — *'  The  req>ect  we  entertain  fiir'  our  public 
men,  constitutes  the  reputation  of  our  oounttyt  and,  with- 
out respect  from  us,  none  can  be  clumed  for  them  abroad 
at  this  time,  said  he,  such  is  the  situation  Europe,  and 
the  world,  OS  to  make  it  necessary  for  us  to  retpiect  our 
national  character,  made  up  and  formed  by  our  dis^- 
guished  men." 

Sir,  this  Is  not  the  time  for  us  to  underrate  the  services 
of  our  distingtushed  men,  or  ascribe  to  them  unworthy 
motives;  and  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  may  rest 
assured,  tliat  if  we  only  pay  them,  I  say  nothing  of  re- 
warding them  fur  their  services,  we  shall  not  expect  the 
consequences  of  certain  acts  in  Franco  of  which  he  haa 

S'ven  tu  such  a  vivid  picture;  I  should  sooner  expect  them 
om  a  different  course  of  policy.  The  people  of  this 
country  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  services  of 
James  Monroe  to  sufi'er  him  to  beg  his  doil^  bread  from 
door  to  door — ^the  consequences  of  Our  withholding  the 
payment  of  a  just  and  equitable  clwm. 

What  has  rendcied  the  lost  fifty  years  more  illustrious 
than  any  period  of  the  world,  since  the  commencement  of 
time?  It  IS  the  age  of  Chatham,  Burke,  Fox,  Wellington, 
and  Napoleon. 

It  is  the  age  of  Washington,  Jefferson,  Madison,  Mon- 
roe, J^ackson,  Adams,  and  other  distinguished  men  in  our 
country.  What  may  not  be  tud  in  &Tor  of  Virginia,  with 
luch  tons  as  she  has  produced'  You  cannot  fill  by  praise 
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tiie  meuure  of  her  glory.  What  would  be  nud  of  her 
without  these  sons?  She  would  not  be  conspicuous  for  any 
oae  thing;  not  fur  her  commerce,  her  navigation,  manu- 
factures, agriculture,  roads,  or  canals.  Sir,  death  itself 
does  not  terminate  the  usefulness  of  such  men  aa  James 
Mnnroci  "  from  their  tomb  they  will  hold  a  torch  to  cheer 
and  enlighten  the  world;  their  example  will  animate  pos- 
terity; and  should  faction  tear,  or  invawon  approach  our 
country,  their  spirits  will  descend  from  diTimty*  and  in- 
spire tranquillity  and  courage.^ 

Let  us  beware  how  we  tamper  with  their  reputation^ 
or  «p«1  with  tlieir  rig^ta. 

**  What  aaMiiMlti  a  State? 
"  Nut  Ufh  raiwd  IntikmenU,  or  Ubaml  noon^ 

•*  TWek  w«ir;  or  moaiKd  fw, 
<*Moteiika,  proud  witk  iiiimt  and  tancttenwnM— 

Noi  h*rh  and  broad  arnird  port*, 
"  Wfcrre,  Utarhlnr  at  (ke  MMia,  rick  w 
•■Mm  lurs  an*  ■HaffI"'  uvrti, 

Wkm  law  brawV  bateiMH  waA>  pncfluae  U  prldr. 

*•  Km  lank-kigk-MiHih-d  men, 

■*  Wiik  powcn  ai  fur  above  dall  kratci  eadaci, 
**  In  bmt,  btakf,  or  dcit, 

**  Ai  kwain  cawl  eoM -rocks,  or  bnmbka  mdo— 

Mm,  who  Ikeir  tetle*  know,  *~ 
»Bat  know  ikcu-rifhu,aa(l,kmwiiiA4aniBaiatain, 

"^Prevnit  tke  lanfaimnl  blow, 

*'  And  cruih  ihr  irraiil,  wkiw  ihrf  read  tbc  ehaia— 
"ThcM  eonmiiotL-a  Biaie." 

One  of  these  ia  James  Monroe,  a  dtizen  of  Virginia. 

The  committee  then  rose,,  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  MERCER  gave  notice  tliat  he  should,  on  Monday, 
aak  the  House  to  resume  the  consideration  of  the  subject. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 

MonBi.T,  Javoakt  10. 

Mr.  HALL,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Expendi- 
tare^  to  which  had  been  referred  a  resolution,  offered  by 
Mr.  Cbiltoit,  some  days  since,  relative  to  the  pay  of 
members  of  Congress,  reported  the  following  joint  reso> 
lution;  which  was  read,  ud  ordered  to  be  pnnted: 

Raohed,  Ue.  That  the  rules  of  each  House  shall  be  so 
amended  as  to  make  it  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  and  Beiyeant-at-Arms  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  aacertwn  at  the  end  'of  every  session 
of  Congress,  from  each  Senatcn-,  Member,  or  Delegate 
from  a  Teiritoiy,  the  number  of  days  which  he  may  liave 
been  absent  from,  and  not  in  attendance  on  the  burincas 
of  the  House;  and,  hi  setffii^  the  accounts  of  Senators, 
Members,  and  Delegates,  th««  riiall  be  deducted  from 
the  account  or  amount  of  pay  for  each  session  at  the  rate 
of  eight  dollars  per  dav  for  every  day  any  member  of  the 
Hoose  or  delegate  dull  have  been  disen^  except  by  or- 
tler  of  the  House  to  which  he  belonga^  in  eomcqtienoe  of 
Kdoiess. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  TREZVANT  submitted  the  following  resoluUon: 
Ruobtdt  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  reduce  the  eating  duties  on 
imported  goods,  to  take  effect  after  Uie  payment  of  the 
public  debt,  so  aa  to  raise  a  revenue  adequate  to  the  sup- 
|>ort  of  the  Government  under  an  economical  administra- 
tion of  iu  affairs. 

Hr.  CONDICT  demanded  the  question  of  conudeni- 
tion;  and 

Mr.  TREZVANT  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  the 
question. 

They  were  ordered  by  the  House,  and,  being  taken, 
stood  as  fbUowa: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Abton,  Anderson, 
Angel,  Archer,  Barnwell,  Baylor,  Bell,  James  Blair,  John 
Blair,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carson, 
Chandler,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Coke,  Conner,  Crocheron, 
Crockett,  Warren  U.  Davis,  Debcny,  De^ia,  De  Wit^ 
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Draper,  Drayton,  Dudley,  Foster,  Galther,  Gordon,  Green, 
Hall,  Hammons,  Harvey,  Haynes,  Hinds,  Holland,  Hub- 
bard, Cave  Johnson,  LAmar,  Lea,  Lecompte,  Len^  Lew- 
is, Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Martin,  McCoy,  MclnUre,  Nuckolls, 
Fatton,  Pettis,  Folk,  >otter,  Rencher,  Roane,  William 
B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Speight,  Standefer, 
Taliaferro,  Wiley  Thompson,  Trezvant,  Tucker,  Vcr- 
planck,  Wayne,  Weeks,  CarapbeUP.  White,  Wilde,  WH- 
tiams,  Wingate.— 73. 

NATS.— Messrs.  Armstrong,  Amtdd,  Bul^,Noye8Bar* 
ber.  Bates,  Bockee,  Boon,  Btmt,  Brown,  Burge<s  Butman, 
Gaboon,  Chilton,  Clark,  Coleman,  Condict,  Cooper,  Coul- 
ter, Crane,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crowninshield,  Daniel, 
John  Davis,  Denny,  Dickinson,  Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Dun- 
can, Dwight,  Eager,  Earll,  Ellsworth,  Joshua  Evans, 
Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Findlay,  Finch,  Ford, 
Gilmore,  Gorham,  Grennell,  Gut-Icy,  Halsey,  Hawkins, 
Hemphill,  Hodges,  Hoffman,  Howard,  Hu^es,  Hunt, 
Huntington,  Ibne,  Ingersol!,  Thomas  Irwin,  William  W. 
Irvin,  Jennings,  Johns,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Kendall, 
Kennon,  Kincaid,  Perkins  King,  Leavitt,  Leiper,  Letch- 
er, Lyon,  Magee,  Mallary,  Marr,  Marlindale,  Thomas 
Maxwell,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McCreery,  Mercer,  Miller, 
Mitchell,  Monetl,  Muhlenberg,  Norton,  Pearee,  l^rson. 
Powers,  Reed,  Kichardsoii,  Rose,  Russel,  Sanford*  Scet^ 
Shields,  Sill,  Sterigere,  WiUiarii  L.  Stons,  Strong,  Suttier- 
land,  Swann,  Sn'iu,  Taylor,  Test,  John  llioinson,  Trscy, 
Vance,  Vamum,  Vinton,  Washington,  Whittles^,  Edward 
D.  White,  wason,  Yancey,  Young.— 110. 

So  the  House  refused  to  con^der  the  resolution. 

ARMORY  ON  THC  WESTERN  WATERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DRAYTON,  tlie  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Poix  in  the  chair,  and  took 
up  tlie  following  bill: 

"Beit  enactedt  Tliat  the  Prendent  of  the  United 
StjUes-be,  and  he  b  hereby,  authorized  to  select  tlie  site 
for  a  National  Armory  upon  the  Western  waters,  and, 
for  tliat  purpose,  to  cause  such  surveys  to  be  made  as  he 
may  deem  necessary. 

"Sxc.  3.  Jnd  be  it  ptrtStr  taadedt  Tliat,  after  such  a 
selection  shall  have  been  made,  the  sum  of  dollars 
be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated  for  &e  euienses  of  the 
saud  survey,  and  for  commencing  the  erection  of  tiie  ne- 
cessary buildings." 

Mr.  DRAYTON  (chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs)  said  that  the  biU  did  not  propose  the  imme- 
diate erection  of  sn  armory  in  die  western  section  of  the 
country,  but  authorized  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States 
to  select  a  ute  for  sueh  a  work.  Objections  mia^t  be 
made  to  the  proposed  selection)  yet,  when  genuemen 
reflected  that  the  armories  now  existing  were  all  on  the 
eastern  udeoftbe  Alleghany  mountains,  lie  waa  of  opinion 
their  objectiona  woula  cease.  In  all  that  vast  tract  of 
country  west  of  the  mounUins,  there  was  no  manufactory 
for  the  public  arms  of  the  United  Stktes;  uid  when  the 
circumstances  attending  the  last  war  were  taken  into  con- 
side  ration,  gentlemen  must  see  tlw  necesrity  for  pMsti^ 
the  present  bill.  In  case  of  another  war,  it  would  be 
found  absolutely  neoessaiy  to  have  an  establishment  of  the 
kind  proposed  in  that  quarter  of  the  Union,  &c. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  felt  much  obliged 
to  the  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  and  to  the 
committee  itself,  for  reporting  tlw  bill  now  under  conn- 
deration.  The  first  proposition  for  the  establidunent  of 
an  armory  on  the  Western  waters,  was  made  several  yean 
ago.  Tat  Executive  Government  of  tike  counttj  had  ne- 
ver been  opposed  to  the  measure,  and  Its  utility  was 
agreed  on  all  hands.  But  the  works  bad  never  been 
commenced,  because  the  members  of  the  House  could 
not  agree  upon  a  suitable  nte.  Each  gentleman  had  a 
preference  for  his  own  district;  and  a  want  (rf*  unaaimi^ 
as  to  the  best  ate  had  alone  prevented  the  action  the 
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House  on  the  subject.  He  had  been  constant  in  his  at- 
tempts to  hare  the  meuure  carried  into  execution,  and 
he  was  fVee  to  confess  his  belief  that  bis  district  was  the 
most  central,  and  io  HbtA  diatrict  vras  to  be  found  the  best 

Kontjoa  for  Uie  contemplated  work.  He  saw  no  prospect, 
Dwever,  of  Congress  ever  determining  upon  a  siutable 
nte,  and,  therefbre,  he  was  willing  to  trust  to  the  Execu- 
tive the  selection  of  a  site — not  doubting  that,  after  a 
careful  survey,  the  distinguished  individuDl  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  would  fix  upon  a  suitable  one.  He  was 
of  opinion  the  House  would  never  make  the  selection — 
the  work  was  absolutely  necessary-T-and  he  was  willing  to 
take  the  be^  course  he  could  to  ensure  the  erectiwi  of  an 
armory  in  the  Western  country. 

Mr.  McCOT  thought  that  whatever  propriety  there  was 
in  the  measure  proposed,  there  was  no  necessity  to  make 
an  appropriation  for  a  survey.  Some  years  since,  an 
appropriation  had  been  made  for  surveys  to  enable  the 
Executive  to  fix  upon  a  site.  After  much  time  spent  in 
making  surveys  of  the  most  prominent  points  of  the  West- 
ern couDtrjr,  Pittsburir  had  been  fixed  on  as  the  most 
deurable  sitfi,  and  the  operations  at  the  proposed  armory 
were  to  be  effected  by  steam.  After  all  the  information 
that  had  been  acquired  by  the  commissioners  Who  made 
the  surveys  referred  to,  ^nd  Uiey  had  examined  every 
practicable  site,)  he  was  of  opinion  that  another  survey 
was  not  necessary,  and  hence  tuere  was  no  need  of  another 
i^iproptiation  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  CHILTON  said,  tfiat  nch  was  the  regard  which 
he  dieriahed  for  the  opiDions  and  wiriies  of  lus  honorable 
friend  and  ctdleague,  [Mr.  JOHSS«F,3that  it  was  always 
to  him  a  source  of  unfeigned  regret  to  feel  himself  bound 
to  stand  in  opposition  to  either.  But  as  he  and  that  ^n- 
tleman  represented  distinct  districts,  each  of  which  nad 
hitherto  been  urging  their  humble  claims  to  a  participa- 
tion in  the  bbunty  <h  the  Government — and  that,  too,  in 
immediate  reference  to  the  object  contemplated  by  the 
bill  under  conaderatiou,  he  hoped  he  ^uuld  be  pardoned 
by  the  House  for  submitting-  a  few  remarks.  That  it  is 
expedient,  said  Mr.  C,  to  locate  an  armoiy  west  of  the 
Alleghany  mountains,  will  not,  1  presume,  be  demed  by 
any  member  upon  this  floor;  noi:  can  any  one  more  sin- 
cerely or  ardently  desire  it  than  myself.  I  have  always  ad- 
vocated the  propoation,  when  brought  before  this  House, 
as  I  conceived,  m  a  proper  shape.'  I  should  do  the  same 
now,  if  that  were  the  case.  But  the  abstract  question  of. 
expediency  is  not  the  only  question  presented  by  this  biU{ 
it  embraces  other  proviuons,  for  which  I  cannot  vote, 
until  I  lose  nght  of  the  interests  of  my  immediate  consti- 
tuentsf  inasmuch  as,  in  my  judgment,  they  are  pregnant 
with  mischief  and  danger.  Befopc  1  pass  on,  however, 
to  speak  more  particularly  of  the  defects  of  the  bill,  and 
the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  from  it  in  the  event  of  its 
passage,  I  will  make  a  ungle  remark,  to  show  the  import- 
ance of  establidiinR  an  armory  on  the  Western  waters. 
If,  said  Mr.  C-,  the  W^tern  frontier  were  invaded,  so  re- 
motely is  our  population  situated  from  eitiier  the  armory 
at  Harper's  ferry,  or  tiiat  at  Springfield,  that  before  our 
forces  could  be  supplied  with  arms  for  its  defence,  the 
desolating  hand  of  war  would,  in  all  human  probability, 
cause  our  bli^itest  prospects  to  wither  in  Hs  grasp;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  speedily  suppUed  with  the  implements 
of  war  from  a  manufactory  within  our  own  borders,  we 
should  be  able  to  meet  and  repel  the  invader  at  his  onset. 

But  I  have  said,  and  I  repeat  it,  though  1  trust  with 
respectful  deference  for  tiie  opinions  of  gentlemen  who 
may  differ  witii  me  in  opinion,  that  the  blQ  is  defective — 
that  the  principles  which  it  contains  are  dangerous— and 
that,  unless  it  be  amended,  it  should  be  rejected.,  it  is 
impolitic,  inaafiii  as  it  appropriates  the  stim  of  fr5,000 
from  the  treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Execu- 
tive to  make  new  Mirveyi,  or  rather  to  have  it  done  by  a 
set  of  engineers  who  are  to  be  pensioned  galloppers  over 


the  country;  touching  at  every  point,  though  minutely 
examining  none — end,  in  the  end,  returning  with  less 
accurate \nowIedee  than  that  with  which  tiiey  set  out: 
for  seldom,  indeed,  is  either  the  President  or  Congress 
the  wiser  for  all  their  geographical  flummery.  I  tliink^ 
sir,  that  enough  has  already  been  appropriated  and  ex- 
pended in  making  surveys,  to  satisfy  us  that  surveying  is 
becoming  a  traile,  better  calculated  to  advance  the  indi- 
vidual interests  of  those  engaged  in  it  than  the  prosperity 
of  the  nation.  The  impolicy  of  multiplied  appropriations 
for  improvements  in  the  West  must  obviously  appear  from 
another  urcumatance.  It  is^  that  we  have  it  from  the 
highest  authority  tiiatthc  payment  oftbepubfio  debt vitl  be 
greaUy  endangered,  shoiud  money  be  msbursed  for  such 
improvements  as.  lose  their  national  character  from  the 
mere  circumstance  that  they  begin  and  end  in  a  State. 

But,  said  Hr.  C,  I  will  now  advert  to  the  dangers  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  passage  of  this  bill.  What  does 
it  propose,  but  to  Increase  the  power  and  patronage  of 
the  Executive,  in  a  degree*  and  to  an  extent,  which  must 
surely  be  alarming  to  all,  when  duly  conndered^  That 
power  is  too  great,  and  that  patronage  too  extensive  al- 
ready. At  the  nod  of  the  Executive,  is  it  not  true  that 
tiie  exile  from  ofHceand  station  takesup  the  line  of  march  ^ 
Not,  truly,  with  his  musket  on  his  stioulder.Ho  fight  the 
batties  of'^his  country;  but  with  his.load  of  poverty,  and 
perhaps  unmerited  disgrace,  he  returns  to  lus  family,  al- 
ready worn  down  with  indigene^ and  sorrow. 

Is  it  not  true  that,  at  his  bidding,  the  sail  unfurls  to  tlie 
ocean's  breeze,  and  agents  from  abroad,  Uke  humble 
menials,  are  ordered  hornet  while  others,  from  better 
fortune,  and  as  greater  favorites,  are  richly  provided  for, 
and  sent  abroad:  Yes,  sir,  and  what  now?  iJie  President 
must  have  the  sum  of  (75,000  placed  in  his  liarids,  with 
authority  to  survey  the  vast  vaU^  of  the  Missisappi'— 
where  he  pleases,  when  he  pleasesi  and  as  he  pleases; 
with  engineers  enough  spread  over  the  country,  even  to 
gallop  a  man  into  the  Presidency,  if  such  aid  were  necea* 
sary:  and,  after  all,  to  cap  the  climax,  he  is  to  select  the 
ute  upon  his  own  responsibility,  and  all  alone.  'I  his,  too, 
with  the  questions  of  low  funds  on  the  one  hand,  and  na- 
tionality on  the  other,  staring  him  in  the  face.  Suiely 
the  reflecting  nund  must  perceive,  at  a  glance,  as  well 
the  delicate  sibiation  in  wlticli  the  President  would  be 
placed,  as  the  miachiefs  which  might  follow  so  r^iid  an 
mcrease  of  his  authority.  We  should  beware  of  power* 
in  the  hands  of  the  present  Executive,  as  well  as  in  the 
liands  of  all  other  Executives.  They,  like  ourselves,  are 
but  men,  and  the  wavering  balance  is  as  apt  to  shake  in 
their  hands  as  in  ours.  I  am  willing,  sir,  that  each  sec- 
tion of  the  Western  countrj-  present  to  Congress  its  own 
peculiar  claims  to  this  locaJon,  and  then  to  trust  the  deci- 
ciuon  totiie  wisdom  of  this  body;  for  I  am  by  no  means 
prepared  to  adout  that  the  Executive,  notwithstaAding  the 
exalted  station  which  he  occupies,  can  outweig-h  the 
whole  le^slative  councils  of  the  country,  either  in  intel- 
ligence, nitegrity,  or  disinterestedness;  though  1  do  not 
deny  to  him  the  posseswon  of  each,  in  conclusion,  how- 
ever, permit  me,  mr,  to  say,  that  I  have  another  private 
reason,  wliich  will  operate  upon  me  with  considerable 
power,  when  I  come  to  give  my  vote  upon  this  bill,  l^t 
It  be  remembered  that  Kentucky,  the  State  from  which  1 
come,  and  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent, 
feels  a  deep  interest  in  this  question.  She  has  strong 
claims,  and  such  as  I  hope  soon  to  see  adjusttd;  but 
whenever  I  «m  told  tiiat  the  present  Executive  is  to  sit  as 
sole  arbiter  in  the  ailjustment,  I  am  involuntarily  reminded 
that  she  is  now  groaning  under  the  weight  of  a  nei-er 
to  be  forgotten  veto. 

At  the  request  of  Mr-  DftAYTON,  certain  document* 
having  relationJo  the  subject,  were  here  read. 

Mr.  D.  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  bill  with 
seventy-five  thousand  dollarai  which  was  agreed  to. 
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The  committee  then  rose.  Mid  reported  the  bill  as 
■mendcdt  and  the  amendment  mu  agreed  to.  - 

Mr.  CARSON  aud  he  fielt  a  djapoution  to  oblige  tiia 
friendar  and  of  all  the  commitleeaof  the  Houie,  there  was 
none  on  whose  report  he  would  uoner  rely  without  ex- 
amination, if  he  could  do  to  for  anf  comndttee,  than  that 
of  which  the  g:entleinan  from  Soutit  Carolina  wai  chair- 
man. But  he  could  see  no  necesMty  for  the  erection  of 
the  armory  propoeedi  anna  could  be  parehased  much 
cheaper  by  contract  than  they  could  ba  made  at  tlie  ar- 
mories, and  enough  could  be  manuAustured  at  Pittsburg  to 
•upl^y  the  whole  Western  world.  At  six  dollars  each, 
the  sum  of  ^00,000  would  purchase  80,000  stand  of  armsi 
and  as  steamboats  were  always  running  from  that  point  to 
the  various  sections  of  that  country,  and  arms  could  be  at 
all  times  conveyed  where  wanted  by  these  vessels,  he 
should  be  willing  to  sell  tlie  armories  now  in  existence, 
and  give  the  citiient  an  opportuni^  to  manu&cture  arms 
for  the  nattont  and  be  had  no  fears  that  an  ample  supply 
coukl  not  be  had.  The  expenses  of  these  armories  were 
very  great,  conusting  of  ti»e  pay  of  artificers,  the  pur. 
chue  of  materials,  &,c.,  while  articles  of  as  good  maniJlu;- 
ture,and  at  a  much  cheaper  rate,cou1d  be  had  of  individuals. 
He  m^it  be  incorrect  in  his  viewsf  but,  so  Ibrdbly  did 
the  subject  strike  him  at  this  tim^  that  he  dumld  be  com- 
pelled to  vote  against  Uie  bill. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  spoke  at  some  length  tn  reply  to  Mr. 
Cabsost.  He  thought  tliat  no  public  worlE  erected  ma  of 
more  importance  than  the  national  armories.  The  tibeory 
of  the  gentleman  who  Ust  spoke,  was  plausible;  but,  if  the 
House  should  adopt  his  views  of  the  mattst,  the  practice 
would  be  found  to  be  injurious.  I'he  Government  had 
two  armoriea,  which  manufactured  a  certain  number  of 
arms  eveiT  year.  If  in^viduab  riiould  estabUsh  them- 
•elre%  and  mano&cture  as  good  articles,  ud  sell  them  at 
a  lower  price,  he  doubted  not  they  would  find  them  a 
ready  sale.  But  it  was  necessary  tliat  the  United  States 
should  possess  annorie^  that  the  nation  might  be  supplied 
with  arms  of  a  good  Quality  and  uniformity  of  construc- 
tion. Hr.  D.  referred  to  the  eventa  and  the  disasters  of 
the  late  war.  The!  militia  could  not  procure  arms  in  suf- 
ficient quantity;  some  were  armed — some  were  not — some 
bad  muskets,  but  no  bayonets—and  others  were,  more  or 
leas,  in  want  of  complete  arms.  He  spoke  frmn  his  own 
observation,  when  he  said  that  in  many  cases  their  arms 
were^defective,  and  unfit  for  service-^n  several  occasions 
they  hod  burst  in  the  hands  of  the  soldiers  while  they 
were  in  the  act  of  diachar^ng  them.  Those  arms  turned 
oat  of  the  national  armories  were  known  to  he  good, 
unilbrm,  &e. 

Hr.  JOUNSOI!!,  of  Kentucky,  also  replied  to  Mr.  Cab- 
aov.  He  spoke  of  the  great  necesuty  there  was  for  a 
manufactory  of  arms  in  the  Western  country,  and  said  it 
was  useless  to  dwelt  upon  the  importance  of  having  at  all 
times  ready  a  plentiful  supply  of  arms.  He  stateil  a  num. 
her  of  accidents  that  had  occurred  during  the  Lite  war, 
from  the  use  of  arms  of  an  inferior  quality,  and  remarked 
on  the  Kreiit  advantages  that  resulted  from  the  establish- 
ment of  armories  of  a  nationid  character.  Ue  spoke  of 
the  plan  at  present  pursued  at  those  institutions.  The 
arms  were  all  of  a  uniform  maket  so  much  so,  that  ibey 
might  all  be  taken  to  pieces,  and  the  parts  throwD  promis- 
cuously togetlier  to  the  filling  of  a  large  room,  and  yet 
there  would  not  be  the  least  difliculty  in  putting  them  to- 
gether. There  were  now  two  armories — suppose  a  third 
should  go  into  operation — three  wouUl  not  be  too  many 
for  a  state  of  peace;  hut,  in  case  of  war,  bow  great  the 
necessity  for  the  erection  of  that  now  contemplated — it 
would  M  found  that  the  three  would  not  supply  arms  fiut 
enough  for  the  wuiits  of  the  cou'ntn'. 

Hr.  IKVIN,  of  Ohio,  commented  upon  what  bad  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Chiltox,]  and 
said  he  bad  not  anticipated  opiiosition  to.  the  proposed 


measure  from  that  quarter.  He  had  declared  tus  unwil- 
lingness to  entrust  uie  Prcddent  with  the  proposed  selec- 
tion. From  idiat  had  heretofore  taken  place,  i(  was  evi- 
dent tluB  House  would  never  come  to  an  understanding 
on  the  subject.  The  work  was  admitted  to  be  necessary, 
and  lie  saw  no  prospect  of  its  ever  being  commenced  un- 
less the  power  proposed  by  the  present  bill  was  given  to 
the  President  Hehad  eveir  confidence  in  the  officer  refer- 
led  to,  and  did  not  douht  that  he  would  select  such  ante 
as  would  be  for  the  public  good.  As  to  what  bad  felleii 
from  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  ^Vte.  Cassot,] 
relative  to  the  greater  cheapness  of  arms  fiimished  by 
contract,  he  pretended  to  no  knowledge  on  that  point.  But 
he  would  remark,  that  there  were  now  two  armories  be< 
longing  to  the  nation;  and  he  presumed  &at,  if  arms  could 
have  been  had  to  greater  advantage  by  private  contract* 
they  would  hare  been  aholislied  long  rincc.  The  public 
and  private  manufactories^  he  was  convinced,  could  not, 
altogether,  funuah  enough  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
country  in  time  of  war;  and  he  was  confident,  if  the  gen- 
tleman had  been  in  his  section  of  country  during  the  last 
war,  he  would  have  seen  the  necessity  there  wasfor  both 
soldiers  and  aims. 

Mr.  CHILTON  ag»n  rose,  and  observed,  that  but  fur 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  fhuD  Ohio,  [Mr.  lariv,] 
he  should  have  contented  binself  to  have  voted  without 
adding  a  word  to  what  be  had  said  before.  But,  said  Mr. 
C,  my  honorable  friend  is  greatly  in  error,  in  supposing 
the.  remarks  which  he  has  attributed  to  me,  to  have  fallen 
from  me.  If  that  gentleman  misunderstands  me,  the 
House,  I  hope,  does  not;  and  my  constituents  and  the  coun- 
try, I  am  determined  shall  not  Did  I  say,  sir,  that  I  was 
opposed  to  the  location  of  an  armory  in  the  West?  No, 
OTf  I  said  the  very  reverM— I  said  I  was  decidedly  fiiend- 
ly  to  the  object,  but  bad  no  confidence  in  the  means  by 
which  it  was  proposed  to  be  obtained)  and  that  the  gen- 
tleman should  so  widely  have  mistaken  me,  is  a  matter  of 
surprise.  The  only  difference  between  us  consists  in  this, 
that  he  is  willing  to  appropriate,  while  I  am  not — ^he  is 
willing  to  submit  the  whole  destinies  of  the  West,  so  &r 
OS  relates  to  this  matter  at  least,  to  the  final  arbitrament 
of  the  Prewdent,  while  I  am  not.  He  seems  to  think  the 
Executive  the  safest  repository  of  this  power,  while  I 
freely  admit  I  do  not — I  cannot-  The  gentleman  hiu 
almost  exhausted  our  language  in  seeking^  for  epithets 
sufficiently  strong  to  express  his  confidence  in  the  Execu- 
tive, for  which  I  certainly  would  not  censure  liim;  but  he 
will  not  be  surprised  when  I  assure  him,that  I  had  hither- 
to supposed  his  confidence  to  be  just  about  as  strong  as 
my  own.  Whether,  however,  lus  confidence  be  great  or 
small,  of  one  thing  I  am  sure:  it  is,  that  the  friends  of  the 
bill  should  exptct_but  little  aid  from  a  vetoed  State;  for 
as  well  might  her  hopes,  in  relation  to  this  matter,  wither 
and  fall  victims  to  the  veto  policy,  as  in  a  late  and  very 
memorable  instance,  to  which  I  have  alluded.  I  have  onl^ 
to  ask  of  the  House,  that  when  the  question  be  taken,  it 
be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  by  the  Houset  bu^ 
before  the  question  was  put,  a  motion  for  a4joununent 
was  madet  vA 

The  House  amounted. 

TUZBDAT,  jAKCAar  11. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DRAYTON,  it  was 

Metohtdt  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  this  House  whether  the  existing  laws  do 
not  provide  for  a  greater  nunUaer  of  cadets  at  the  United 
States'  Military  Academy,  than  is  consistent  with  the  ob- 
jects for  whicli  it  was  established;  and,  if  so,  that  he  do 
report  a  plan  and  organization  for  that  academy,  cotre- 
spending  with  the  alterations  and  reductions  which  may  be 
deemetl  expedient. 
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Mr,  WICKLIFFE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
LRndi,  reported  a  bilt  **  to  aathorize  the  Preadent  of  the 
United  States  to  change  the  location  of  the  land  offices 
in  the  United  SUtes."  The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  Mr. 
W.  explained  the  object  of  the  committee  in  reporting^  it;' 
he  hoped  it  would  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed  to-dajr  for 
a  third  readingto-tnorrow. 

Mr-  SEVIER  objected  to  thus  pressing-  tfie  bill  through 
tiie  House.  If  the  gentleman  persevered  in  the  course 
he  had  prop<wed,  he  [Mr.  S.]  should  be  obliged  to  rote 
against  it. 

Mr.  WICKUfPF.  said  he  had  no  disposition  to  press 
the  subject  on  the  House 'at  tlua  time,  and  he  would  move 
its  postponement  to  this  day  week. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

DUTY  ON  SUGAR. 

Ifr.  IU.YNE9,  of  Georgia,  submitted  the  following  re- 
•oluliont  andremarked,  on  offering  it,  that,  asthe  subject  of 
it  was  interesting  to  every  part  of  me  community,  henoped 
it  would  not  be  denied  the  courtesy  of  a  consideraUon. 

BtMokadt  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the 
duty  on  brown  sugar  imported  into  the  UnKed  States 
from  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  inquired  if  a  similar  resolution  had  not 
already  been  offered  at  the  present  session. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  there  had  been  so  many 
resolutions  off'ered,  he  could  not  take  it  upon  tumielf  to 
answer  the  question. 

Mr.  CONDICT  demanded  the  question  of  consideration. 

1^.  BAYNE9  asked  if  he  could  have  an  opportunity 
to  modify  the  resolution,  before  the  question  of  conndera- 
tion  was  put. 

The  SPEAKER  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  HATME8  tiien  modified  hu  motion,  to  read  as 
ft^owsi 

Whereas,  without  a  considerable  diminution  of  rerenue, 
the  public  debt  will,  in  avery  few  years,  be  redeonedand 
discharged:  And  whereas  the  end  of  republican  govern- 
ment is  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  people:  And 
whereas  this  end  cannot  be  more  certunly  promoted  than 
by  a  »«tem  of  taxation  which  shall  leave  the  largest  por- 
tion  of  the  products  of  labor  in  the  pockets  of  the  people : 
And  whereas  the  necessaries  of  life  should,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable,  be  exempted  from  taxation:  And  whrnas  brown 
sugar  has  become  an  article  of  great  and  necessary  con- 
sumption MDong  all  classes:  And  whereas  the  present 
duty  on  that  article,  imported  from  foreign  countries, 
bears  an  unjust  and  extravagant  proportion  to  the  original 
cost  in  forei^  markets;  And  whereas  there  ia  good 
reason  to  believe  that  the  tax  collected  by  the  Govern- 
ment upon  its  importation,  amounting  to  one  million  four 
hiuidred  Mtd  tiiirty-fbur  thousund  nine  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  dolian  and  eleven  cents,  is  less  than  half  the  sum 
taken  from  the  pockets  of  the  people  under  the  operation 
of  the  existing,  duty,  the  quantity  manufactured  in  the 
United  States  within  the  year  1830  having  been  estimat- 
ed at  one  hundred  thousand  hogsheads,  equal  to  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  pounds,  at  three  cents  per  pound,  pro- 
tecting duty  equal  to  tiiree  millions  of  dollars —  - 

Jietohed,  I'hat  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  e^ediencY  of  reducing  the 
duty  on  brown  sugar  imported  into  the  United  States  from 
foreign  countries. 

On  this  resolution  Mr.  CONDICT  demanded  the  ques- 
tion of  connderation. 

Mr.  MARTIN  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey, and  others  who  sustwned  the  tariff  policy,  were 
determined  to  prevent  the  eonnderation  of  tliis  subject, 
he  would  saggeat  tiiat  tlieir  object  could  be  effeeted  by 
moving  to  by  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  printing  it. 
That  motkm  would  prevent  dlKutaion,  wlule,  it  the  same 


time,  the  House  and  the  worid  would  see  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  resolution,  in  &vor  of  which  they  refiiaed 
to  hear  a  nngle  word. 

Mr.  DENNY  renewed  die  demand  fbr  the  question  at 
eonnderation.  ^ 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  caUed  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question,  and  they  were  ordered  by  tiie  House.  Being 
taken,  they  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Andenon, 
Angel,  Archer,  Armstrong,  John  S.  Barbour,  Barnwell, 
Barringer,  Baylor,  Bell,  James  Blur,  J<^n  Blair,  Boon, 
Borst,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Chan- 
dler, Ckibome,  Clay,  Coke,  Conner,  Crwg,  Crocket^ 
Crocheron,  Davenport,  W.  R.  Davis,  Deberty,  Desha» 
De  Witt,  Draper,  Drayton,  Dudley,  BaHl,  Foster,  Gaither, 
Gordon,  Hall,  Halsey,  Hammons,  Harvey,  Haynes,  Hinds* 
Holland,  Hoffman,  Hubbard,  Jarvis,  Jennings,  Cave  John- 
son, Perkins  King,  Lamar,  Lea,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Lewis, 
Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Klartin,  Thomas  Maxwell,  McCoy, 
HcDuffie,  Mclntirr,  Mercer,  Mitchell,  Monell,  JfuckoUs, 
Patton,  Polk,  Potter,  Rencher,  Roane,  Wm.  B.  81>e- 
pard,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  Speight,  Sprigg,  Standefer, 
Wiley  Thompson,  Trezvant,  Tucker,  Verplanck,  Wavne, 
Week^  C.  P.  White,  Wilde,  WiUiams,  Wilson— 89. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Arnold,  Bailey,  Noyes  Barber,  Bate^ 
Bockee,  Burges,  Butman,  Cahoon,  Chilton,  Clark,  Con- 
diet.  Cooper,  Cowles,  Crane,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Daniel,  Denny,  Duncan,  Eager,  Ellsworth,  George  Evans, 
Edwaid  Everett,  Findlay,  Finch,  Gilmore,  Gorham, 
Green,  Grennell,  Gurley,  Hawkins,  Hemphill,  Hodges, 
Howard,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  ingeraoll, 
Thomas  Irwin,  W-  W.  Irvin,  Johns,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Kendall,  Kennon,  Kineaid,  Adam  King,  I^vitt,  Leiper, 
Letcher,  Lyon,  Magee,  Mallary,  Marr,  Martindale,  Lewis 
Maxwell,  McCreery,  Muhlenberg,  Overton,  Pearce, 
Pierson,  Ramsey,  Reed,  Itichardaon,  Rose,  Riissel,  San- 
ford,  Scott,  Sill,  Smith,  Stanbery,  Sterigere,  Strong, 
Sutherland,  Swann,  Sirifr,  l^ylor.  Test,  John  Tliomsoa, 
Tracy,  Vinton,  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White,  Yancey, 
Youny.— 85. 

So  the  House  determined  to  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HAYNES  then  rose,  and  said  he  was  glad,  notwith- 
standing the  rule  which,  however  wisely  adopted,  was  in 
its  operation  so  well  calculated  to  abridge  the  liberty  of 
speech,  that  the  House  had  extended  to  the  resolution 
just  offered  the  courtesy  of  consideration.  He  was  wil- 
ling to  have  rested  the  subject  solely  ujion  the  resolution 
first  off'ered,  and,  but  for  the  apprehension  of  a  refusal  to 
consider  it,  should  not  have  moaified  it  by  the  adcUtion  of 
the  preamble.  But,  as  the  House  had,  somewhat  unex- 
pectedly, afforded  him  the  opportunity  of  presenting  a 
few  observations  to  its  attention,  he  wonld  not  permit  that 
opportunity  to  pass  away  wholly  unimproved  by  him. 
Wtien  he  had  the  honor  to  bring  this  subject  to  tiie  con- 
sideration of  the  Hoiue  at  an  early  day  of  the  present 
'  sesnon,  he  had  extended  his  proposition  to  the  whole 
class  of  sugars,  because,  whether  they  hnd  been  imposed 
for  the  purpose  of  revenue  or  protection,  he  thought  the 
time  had  arrived  when  the  duties  ought  to  be  entirely 
abolished.  But,  in  introducing  the  subject  thus  broadly, 
he  did  not  consider  'that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  would  be  necessarily  restricted  in  their  inquiry  to 
the  mere  question  of  repealt  but  if,  in  their  wisdom,  it 
should  be  determined  that  a  partial  reduction  of  the  du- 
ties wss  all  the  exigencies  of  the  country  would  pernut, 
they  would  be  authorized  to  go  so  far,  and  no  farther. 
For  his  part,  be  had  formerly  believed,  he  now  believed, 
and  ever  should  believe,  that  the  true  end  of  Govern- 
ment was  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  people) 
and  for  the  furtherance  of  this  end,  it  was  essential  that 
the  neceaaaries  of  life  should  be  subjected  to  the  smallest 
amount  of  taxation  which  the  public  exigencies  would 
permit. 
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Duttf  on  Sugar. 


[B.  ov  a. 


WhEterer  might  have  been  the  original  use  of  Ae  arti- 
cle of  augar — if  it  was  first  a  medicine,  and  then  a  luxu- 
ry— it  had  become  an  article  of  essential  neceuity,  as 
was  pro r en  by  the  esUmated  consumption  of  the  present 
ytar,  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  pounds.  Nor 
in  thii  character  ia  its  use  confined  to  any  particular  or 
&v««d  cbas  of  the  fiommunity,  but  runs  through  every 
degree  and  condition  in  life.    Nor  is  it  any  answer  to 
this  asaertioD  to  say,  that  some  twenty-five  or  thirtfr  thou- 
sand dollars  of  revenue  has  been  derived  from  their  con- 
sumptifin  within  the  years  1815  t9lS39,  incliiave.  And 
here  he  would  remark,  that,  notwithstanding  the  laws  of 
the  countiy  are  aceesable  to  all,  it  is  unporOmt  that  the 
public  muM  ahould  be  enlightened  upon  the  eziating  tax 
on  augar.    But^  before  procee^ng  further  with  the  itub- 
jeet,  ne  would  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  how  much  so- 
ever gentlemen  might  sneer  at  the  proportion,  that,  under 
our  system  of  revenue,  the  taxes  are  pud  by  the  pro- 
ducers, no  proposition  was,  to  his  mind,  more  clear  and 
undeniable,  as  consumption  must  necessarily  be  regulated 
by  production.    By  an  examination  of  the  tahfl'ol  1816, 
and  r^rence  to  the  annual  reports  from  lite  Treasury 
Department  upon  the  commerce  and  navigation  of -the 
United  States,  nnee  that  period,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  duties  imposed  upon  the  import  of  lump  and  refined 
sugars  and  sugur  candy  had  amounted  to  prohibition; 
thua  effectually  depriving  the  consumer  of  any  choice 
whatsoever  between  the  foreign  and  domestic  articles. 
Noriatlusalh  for  inasmuch  as  tba  eonsamption  of  brown 
ai^ar  among  the  pa<ver  classes  is  much  greater  in  pro- 
portion to  their  means  than  among  the  wealthy,  the  tax 
falb  most  heavily  on  those  who  are  least  ^le  to  bear  it. 
And  here  he  would  take  the  occanon  to  remark,  that,  al- 
though he  still  entertained  the  opinion,  und<!r  the  influence 
of  which  his  resolution  of  the  13th  of  December  was 
offered,  the  advice  of  friends,  and  the  hope  of  a  more  fa- 
vorable coiwderation,  had  induced  him  to  narrow  that 
Ksokition  to  its  present  dupe.    But  who  seeks  for  the 
repeal  or  reduction  of  taxes?   Not  ^  reoeiver,  but  the 
payer  of  taxes. 

He  regretted  that  he  had  no  spe<»fic  information  as  to 
the  price  of  sugar  in  foreign  countries  when  the  tariff  of 
1794  was  intposed.  But,  if  he  had  been  correctly  in- 
fbnnedt  the  foreign  coat  of  brown  sugar  imported  into 
this  country  at  that  period  was  not  less  than  eight  to  ten 
cents  per  pound.  If  this  be  true,  it  is  the  obvious  infer- 
ence that  Government  did  not  then  intend,  by  a  tariff  of 
two  cents  per  pound,  to  impose  a  duty  wUch  ahould  ope- 
rate aa  more  than  twenty  or  twenty.nvfe  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem on  the  original  cost  of  the  article.  But,  aa  the 
foreign  cost  has  considerably  declined  nnce  that  period, 
thereby  increasing  the  relation  of  the  duty-  to  such  cost, 
if  Uieduty  of  1794  had  not  been  increased  by  the  act  of 
1816,  it  would  now  operate  at  the  rate  of  forty  to  fif^ 
or  sixty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  the  original  foreign  cost. 
But^byniaingthe  duty,  in  1816,  to  three  oents  per  pound 
on  brown  sugar,  its  ad  valorem  operation  ia  till  greater, 
b«i^  not  less  than  one  hundred  per  cent.  In  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject,  we  might  be  told  that  the  ave- 
rage price  of  sugar  had  declined  in  consequence  of  its 
manu&cture  in  thjs  country,  and,  therefore,  sound  policy 
requires  the  continuance  of  the  present  du^.  If  gen- 
tlemen would  take  the  troable  to  inftmn  themselves  on 
this  subject,  be  was  satirfied  they  would  find  that  such 
an  anertion  was  wholly  without  foundation.  For  hta  part, 
he  had  been  at  some  pains  to  obtain  information,  the  result 
of  which  was,  that  the  price  of  sugar  imported  into  Eng- 
land, from  the  year  1814  to  1833,  inclumve,  had  under- 
gone an  astoiuslung  diminution,  no  part  of  wtuch  could 
be  ascribed  to  its  manufacture  in  this  country.  By  a  re- 
ference to  a  statisUcsl  work  on  the  population  and  re- 
sources of  Great  Britain,  whkh  he  rad  examined,  it 
would  be  fimnd  that  the  avenge  price  of  brown  sugar 


imported  into  England,  in  the  former  year,  was  seventy- 
three  shillings  and  four  pence  one  farthing  the  hundred 
weight,  and,  in  the  latter  year,  but  thirty-one  shillings  and 
one  farthing.  Surely  tliis  could  not  .be  ascribed  to  its 
manufacture  here.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  the  price  of 
Mther  year  depended  upon  a.  stinted  supply  in  the  one,  or 
an  excessive  importation  in  the  other,  aa  a  conslderabte 
surplus  was  exported  in  each. 

And  here  he  would  repeat,  substantially,  what  was  sud 
during  the  discussion  of  the  East  India  sugar  duty  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  1823^  by  the  late  Mr.  Huskisaon, 
one  of  the  most  able  and  practical  statesmen  Engiand  has 
ever  produced,  and  whose  death  may  well  be  lamented  , 
in  that  country  as  a  great  public  calamity,  tiiat,  whenever 
there  is  an  excess  of  import  over  consumption,  the  price 
of  the  article  must  be  regulated  by  the  markets  of  the 
world.    He  swd,  that  a  proposition  of  such  obvious  truth 
did  not  require  the  aid  of  illustration  or  argument  from 
him.    Not  only  had  the  British  market  exercised  an  influ- 
ence on  the  price  of  tiie  article,  but  the  French  market 
alao.    And  here  he  waa  not  prepared  to  speak  so  defl- 
.nitely  as  to  the  price  in  France,  as  he  had  done  of  Eng* 
land.    Nor  was  it  important  for  him  to  do  so,  as  the  in- 
fluence  exercised  by  the  French  market  on  the  price  of 
sugar  ori^nated  principally  from  the  partial  excluaon  of 
the  article.    It  must  be  well  known  to  every  member  of 
this  Housej  that,  during  the  wars  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion, the  sugar  colonies  of  France  were  cut  off  from  tiie 
mother  oountfv,  and  that  although  the  commerce  be- 
tween those' ccMonies  and  the  mother  country  entered  for 
serml  years  very  hugely  into  the  American  carryii^ 
trade,  yet  the  interpolations  of  national  law,  brought  to 
operate  upon  neutntla  by  the  prindpal  belligerents,  at 
length  destroyed  that  trade  enth^ly.    Accustomed  to  the 
use  of  sugar,  the  French  people  were  not  willing  to  fore- 
go this  necessary  article  of  consumption,  and  their  inge- 
nuity soon  fiimi^ed  a  substitute  in  the  sugar  extracted 
from  the  beet.    The  culture  of  the  beet,  and  tlie  extrac- 
tion of  sugar  from  it,  had  grown  to  such  an  extent  before 
the  genenl  pacification  of  Europe  in  1816,  that  the  Go< 
vernment  imposed  a  higli  duty  on  foreign  sugar  for  the 
protection  of  the  domestic.    This  aj'stem  had  not  been 
abandoned  since  the  recovery  of  the  French  sugar  colo- 
nies in  tiie  West  Indies.    Thus  it  was  probable  that  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  sugar  manufactured  in  those 
colonies  was  necessarily  thrown  upon  the  great  market  of 
the  wMld.   He  said,  if  the  bets  andinferences  upon  which 
he  had  thrown  himself,  were  true,  and  he  did  not  think 
tiiey  could  be  auccessfiilly  controverted,  the  price  of  sugar 
arinng  from  its  manufacture  in  this  country,  so  far  from 
regulating,  had  been  regulated  by  the  markets  of  the 
world.    But,  before  dismisang  this  branch  of  the  subject, 
he  would  observe,  that  the  price  of  sugar  in  the  English 
market  could  not  have  been  influenced  by  any  variation  of 
the  duty,  as  that  fluctuated  between  twenty-seven  and  thirty 
shilHngfs  the  hundred  weight,  making  ft  difference  of  but 
three  shillings  the  hundred  weight  between  any  two  ^ears 
of  the  periwl  to  which  he  had  referred.    Nor  can  it  be 
doubted  that  the  hi^  duty  in'Great  Britain  considerably 
leesena  the  amount  of  sugar  consumed  there,  and  particu- 
larly in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  thua  leaving  a  much  larger 
quantity  for  the  supply  of  other  markets,: and  conse- 
quently lowering  iu  priee  in  those  markets.    But  we 
might  derive  instruction  on  this  subject,  by  a  reference 
to  the  treasury  reports  upon  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  this  country  fi-om  1831  to  1829,  inclusive. 
During  that  whole  period,  it  would  be  found  that  the 
foreign  cost  of  brown  sugar  imported  into  the  United 
States  had  not  varied  more  than  about  half  a  cent  per 
pound,  and  that  not  by  a  uniformly  declining  price.  Nor 
will  it  &il  to  be  observed,  upon  an  examinatinn  of  the 
reports  referred  to,  that  the  importation  of  brown  sugar 
paying  duty,  waa  greater  in  1^9  than  ui  1831,  and  not 
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much  len  than  the  avera^  annuul  importation  of  the 
whole  period.  Nor  mi^ht  it  be  improper  for  him  here  to 
remark,  that  there  was  a  considerable  annual  exportation 
with  the  benefit  of  drawback  from  18S1  to  1829»  inclusive. 
If  it  could  be  necessary  for  bim  to  go  further  to  account 
for  the  gradual  decline  in  the  ptice  of  sugar  throti^out 
the  commercial  worid  within  the  last  fifteen  years,  it  would 
be  sufficient  to  advert  to  the  lar|fe  amount  of  kbor  re- 
leased from  the  purpose*  of  war  about  the  commencement 
of  that  period,  and  the  consequent  diminution  of  its  value 
in  all  the  productions  of  human  industry.  But,  as  the 
kindness  of  a  friend  had  furnished  him  with  the  means 
of  dung  BO  since  the  commencement  of  his  remarks,  he 
would  state  some  additional  hcts  bearing  upon  the  pro- 
bable causes  of  tlie  diminished  price  of  stig^  within  the 
last  few  years.  He  bad  brought  down  the  price  of  sugar 
imported  into  Great  Britain  to  the  year  182J,  and  was 
now  prepared  to  trace  it  to  1838,  at  the  close  of  which 
it  w|s  twenty-aeven  shillings  the  hundred  weight.  Nor 
was  this  occa»oned  by  dimmiahed  duty-^-tiie  duty  baring 
been  permanenily  fixed  at  twenty-aeren  shillings  the  hun- 
dred weight,  or  one  bundretl  and  twelve  pounds.  He 
was  also  prepared  to  state  specifically  the  effect  which 
the  protection  afforded  in  France  to  sugar  extracted  front 
the  beet  had  produced  on  the  consumption  of  West  In- 
dia sugar  in  tnat  country  in  the  ^'^ar  I8S7 — tlie  con 
sumption  amounting,  in  a  population  exceeding  thirty 
milhons,  to  no  more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty -two  mii- 
lionif  of  pounds.  But,  when  we  coniMer  that  tlie  whole 
consumption  of  sugar  in  Prance,  and  the  Britisit  empire 
-  in  Europe,  equals  six  hundred  millions  of  pounds  annu- 
ally, (the  consumption  of  England  alone,  in  1833,  having 
been  estimated  by  Hr.  Hunkisson  at  three  liundrcd  and 
sixty  millions,)  and  reflect  on  the  immense  additional 
quantity  necessary  to  supply  all  the  countries  of  the  world 
which  consume  the  article,  it  must  be  nunifest,  that  its 
manu&cture  in  the  United  States  exercises  a  very  insen 
rible,  if  »ny,  influence  on  iu  price  eitlier  at  home  or 
abroad.  But  our  own  cominercial  history  furnishes  an 
instance  of  the  decline  in  the  price  of  brown  sugar  within 
a  few  years,  as  remarkable  as  any  that  has  been  men- 
tioned, and  that,  too,  without  any  possible  reference  to  its 
manufacture  in  this  country.  If  gentlemen  will  examine 
the  prices  current  of  Philadelphia  for  the  years  1804  to 
1807|  inclusive,  they  will  find  that,  from  June  of  the  for- 
mer to  the  same  month  of  the  latter  year,  the  price  de- 
clined from  twelve  and  one-half  to  nine  cents  per  pound, 
and  that,  tso,  at  a  period  when  our  foreign  relations  with 
_tfae  most  powerful  maritime  nation  in  the  wo^hl  threatened 
serious  interruption  to  our  foreign  trade,  and  consequently 
a  diminished  import  of  sugar.  He  said,  that  a  strong 
additional  argument  against  the  presumption  that  the 
price  of  brown  sugar  in  Other  countries  had  been  in- 
fluenced by  the  manufacture  of  that  article  in  tbia,  was, 
that  the  price  of  white  clayetl  sugar,  an  article  not  of 
American  nianufiicturei  had  experienced  a  corresponding 
decline.  He  had  ascertained  by  an  examination  of  the 
PhiUdelphia  prices  current,  from  1803  to  1807,  inc]u«ve, 
tiiat,  in  the  former  year,  this  article  was  quoted  in  that 
market  at  seventeen  and  one-half  cents  per  pound,  and 
in  the  latter  at  but  thirteen  and  one-tialf.  a  difference  of 
four  cents  per  pound  in  the  short  period  of  four  years. 
And  althoi^^  he  bad  no  means  or  ascertaining  the  cost 
in  the  foreign  marked  it  could  but  be  presumed  to  have 
been  connderably  higher  than  the  aven^  of  the  nx 
years  ending  with  1829,  within  which,  notwithatan^ng 
there  was  some  variation  in  the  prices  of  different  years, 
be  did  not  believe  the  average  would  be  found  to  exceed 
seven  and  one-half  cents  per  pound.  As  the  operation 
of  a  part  of  th«  system  of  duties  on  sugars,  he  would 
state  what  be  had  no  doubt  was  true,  that,  in  some  instance^ 
much  more  drairinck  had  been  allowed  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  refined  sugar,  than  th«  duty  prerioualy  piud  on 


the  raw  sugar  from  which  it  was  made.  In  fact,  that  the 
article  alluded  to  as  thus  receiving  drawback,  was  not 
worth  the  average  price  of  brown  sugar,  and  tliat  little, 
if  any,  loss  of  quantiQ^  had  probably  been  tuatained  by 
converting  the  tme  into  the  otiier.  This,  he  add*  he  un- 
derstood, had  undet^ne  judicial  inveatigatkm,  and  the 
court  had  been  compelled  to  decide  that  the  article  came 
within  the  technical  meaning  of  refined  sugar,  under  the 
law.  But,  although  this  was  an  abuse,  he  would  not  leave 
the  subject  without  a  passing  notice  of  the  protection 
afforded  to  l.ona  Jide  refiners  of  sugar  in  this  country.  By 
the  tariff  of  1816,  the  duty  on  refined  sugar  imparted 
into  this  country  is  twelve  cents  per  pound.  He  believed 
that  one  hundred  and  seventy  pounds  of  raw  sugar  were 
.^nrrally  estimatedas  equal  to,  or  sufficient  for,  toe  manu- 
facture of  one  hundred  pounds  of  refined. 

He  did  not  know  precisely  how  it  was  estimated  in  this 
country.  He  knew  that  tliis  was  considered  to  be  the 
stand^d  in  Great  Britain,  and,  as  he  understood  five  cents 
per  ponnd  to  be  the  drawback  allowed  on.  the  exportation 
of  American  refined  su^r,  presumed  the  Engtish  and 
American  stamlard  did  not  materially  var)-.  What,  then, 
said  he,  is  the  consequence^  That  the  refiner  of  sugar 
in  this  country  receives  a  drawback  to  the  whole  amount 
of  duty  on  what  he  exports,  and  a  protecting  duty  of 
seven  cents  the  pound  on  hII  that  is  consumed  in  the 
countrj;.  He  did  not  pretend  to  know  what  is  the  cost  of 
refining,  but,  to  his  mind,  the  lax  appeared  to  be  enor- 
mously disproportioned  to  the  value  of  the  article  upon 
which  it  is  laid.  But,  in  discussing  this  subject,  it  ia 
necessary  that  we  consider  its  influence  upon  stune  of 
the  various  and  important  interests  of  the  country.  WA 
have  been  told  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his 
annual  report  upon  the  finances,  that  the  navigation  of 
the  country  is  in  a  most  languishing  condition.  This  must 
be  manifest,  if  we  look  at  the  diminished  value  of  our  ex- 
ports and  imports  within  the  last  five  years.  If  he  was 
not  mistaken,  tliourit  he  had  not  very  recently  exandned 
the  subject,  he  beheved  that  both  exports  and  imports 
bad  declined  in  annual  value  within  thut  period  about 
thirty  millions  of  dollars  each.  He  said,  although,  for  Itis 
part,  he  had  no  doubt  the  evil  just  adverted  to  had  a 
much  deeper  root,  he  was  prepared  to  believe,  and  did 
believe,  that  a  due  proptntion  of  the  depresuon  under 
which  American  navigation  now  languisltes,  m»y  he  justly 
attributed  to  the  restriction  imposra  by  Uie  existing  du^ 
on  sugar,  upon  our  intercourse  with  sugar-making  coun- 
tries; and  for  evidence  of  the  partial  effects  of  these 
restrictions  on  Afttei  ican  trade  and  navigation,  he  u  ould 
refer  gentlemen  to  the  correspondence  between  General 
Voii  Scholten,  the  special  minister  from  Denmark,  and 
the  Secretary  of  State,  which  had  lately  been  communi- 
cated by  the  Preudent  to  CorgrcEit,  and  printed  by  order 
of  the  House.  He  had  not  troubled  the  House  vitb  the 
inquiry  whether  the  duty  imposed  by  the  ut  cf  1816 
was  intended  for  revenue  or  protection,  or  partly  for  both. 
This  was  unneccssar)*,  as  be  had  expressed  tlie  cpiniou 
at  the  outset,  that  whether  deigned  for  the  one  or  the 
other,  repeal  or  reduction  was  now  necessary.  In  inves- 
tigating the  effect  of  this  duty  on  American  navigation, 
he  had  looked  over  a  part  of  the  annual  report  on  ccm- 
merceand  navigation  for  the  year.1839,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaiiut^  the  tnie  state  of  the  matter.  Upon  a 
careful  examination,  be  had  found,  that,  aUhouRh  our  ex- 
ports for  that  year  to  the  Swedbh,  Danislt,  Dutcti,  Biitish, 
and  French  West  Indies,  British  American  colonics, 
Cuba,  other  Spanish  colonies,  Brazil,  and  the  West  In- 
dies generaJ'y,  amounted  to  fifteen  million  three  hundred 
and  two  thousand  and  eighteen  dollars,  yet  the  imports 
amounted  to  no  more  than  twelve  million  lix  hundred 
and  seventy-fiitir  thousand  three  hundnd  and  forty-two 
dollars,  showing  an  excess  of  exports  over  imports  of  two 
million  nx  hundred  and  twenty^eren  thousand  eight 
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hundred  and  seventy-wx  dolUn.  As  the  value  of  the 
enorti  vas  eitiiittted  in  the  home  matlcet,  and  of  imports 
intbefiirai^  it  b  difficult  to  recondle  the  czcen  of  the 
fijrtner  over  tfie  latter,  upon  any  prindple  connatent  with 
profitable  trade.  But  the  subject  seenu  to  present  further 
lilustmtion  when  we  compare  the  amount  of  tonnage 
eng^^d  in  this  bunnesa,  which  entered  and  departed 
within  the  aame  period.  This  comparison  shows  an  ex- 
cess of  seventy  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty  tons  of 
shipping  deputed,  over  that  which  entered  during*  that 
rear.  He  had  not  attempted  an  accurate  estimate  of  the 
HirHgn  tonna^  engaged  in  this  trade  within  the  period 
under  consideration,  but  did  not  believe  it  would  materially 
vary  the  result.  But,  if  we  include  the  trade  with  Hayti, 
which  shows  a  connderable  balance  of  imports  over  ex- 
ports, it  will  reduce  the  general  balance  against  us  to  but 
Sttle  teas  than  tvo  millions  of  dollars.  He  said,  further 
conament  on  this  subject  could  not  be  necessary.  And 
here  he  said  be  could  but  TtgKt  that  the  inrormation 
called  for  by  an  honorable  member  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  CoKiriR,]  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  that 
which  had  been  called  for  by  a  resolution  which  was 
tiered  by  himself  unce  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent, hatl  not  yet  beenrecdved  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. And  althoi^-he  came  not  here  as  the  eulwist  of 
any  nun,  it  would  become  him  to  say,  ttiat  if  the  in&rma- 
tion  sought  for  by  tlie  resolutiona'to  which  be  had  alluded, 
had  been  witlun  the  power  of  the  able  and  diligent  head 
of  that  department,  he  had  no  doubt  it  would,  before 
now,  have  been  communicated  to  this  House.  He  re- 
gretted the  absence  of  this  information,  particularly  as 
we  arc  without  any  specific  data  upon  which  to  estimate 
the  amount  of  capital  employed  in  the  culbtre  of  Uie  cane 
and  the  inanufiu^hire  of  sugar  in  tliis  country,  «nd  the 
annual  profit  which  itaflTords.  It  has  been  stated  that  tite 
quantity  manuGutured  in  this  country  in  the  year  1830 
amounts  to  one  hundred  ^ousand  hogsheads,  or  one 
hundred  millions  of  pounds.  Assuming  the  amount  im- 
ported in  1839  as  the  standard  of  imporUtion  of  1830, 
and  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  the  consumption  of 
the  present  year  cannot  fall  short  of  one  humbed  and  fifty 
millioiM  of  pounds.  If  this  estimate  ^  correct,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  arrive  at  the  amount  of  contributim  levied 
upon  the  whole  mass  of  consumers  1^  the  operation  of 
the  present  unequal  and  most  burdensome  tax  on  this 
article.  Inliisviewof  the  subject,  there  was  no  doubt 
the  consumers  were  taxed  at  the  rate  of  three  cents  per 

Sound  upon  the  whole  consumption  of  one  hundred  and 
Ay  millions,  making  an  aggregate  of  four  tiullions  and  a 
half  of  dollars  for  the  present  yeart  thus  showing  tliat 
this  tax,  wluch  carries  into  the  treasury  but  one  million 
and  a  half  of  dollars,  puts  the  sum  of  three  millions  into 
the  pockets  of  the  American  manufacturers  of  brown 
sugar,  [f  he  should  be  asked  how  he  arrived  at  this  con- 
clusion, he  would  answer,  that  he  had  been  informed,  and 
did  not  believe  the  fact  could  be  controverted,  that  the 
difference  between  the  slwrt  price  and  the  long  price  of 
si^ar  in  our  greatest  commercial  city  was  orecisely  the 
amount  of  the  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound. 

A«  his  remarks  nught,  perchance,  attract  the  notice  of 
other  eyes  than  those  of  commercial  men,  he  would  state, 
that  the  short  price  was  the  price  witliout  tlie  duty,  and 
the  lon|>  price  the  price  including  the  duty.  So  that,  as 
no  foreign  sugar  regularly  imported  can  be  consumed  in 
the  country  without  paying  the  long  price,  the  duty  is 
necessarily  paid  cm  all  so  consumed.  It  might  be  object- 
ed, thatdoraestic  sugar  is  lower  in  the  market  of  New 
Orleans  tlian  the  aven^  price  of  foreign  sugar  in  the 
Atlantic  cities  on  which  duty  has  been  pud;  but  he  ap- 
prehended no  essential  difference  will  be  found  between 
the  prices  of  the  foreign  and  domestic  articles  in  the 
Atlantic  dtiea  above  referred  to.  And  he  has  been  in- 
fvnntAf  and  beKere^  that  fbreign  sugar  at  the  short 


price,  or  duty  off,  can,  at  the  present  moment,  be  bought 
at  a  considerably  lower  price  in  our  Northern  market^ 
than  the  domestic  in  the  market  of  New  Orleans.  If  this 
be  tiie  fact,  would  not  the  article,  if  the  duty  diould  be 
materially  reduced,  come  as  cheaply  from  the  West  In- 
dies, or,  indeed,  more  so,  than  from  New  Orleans?  But, 
in  the  remarks  which  h«  had  submitted  upon  the  sub- 
ject as  connected  with  the  navigation  of  the  country,  he 
had  not  adverted  to  the  recent  recovery  of  tiie  direct 
trade  with  the  British  Westlndia  islands.  He  could  not 
apeak  advisedly  on  the  subject,  but  had  no  doubt  a  re- 
duction of  the  du^  on,  brown  sugar  would  have  a  most 
salutary  influence  on  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
this  acquintion. 

But,  in  advocating  the  reduction  of  this  duty,  it  was 
not  to  be  considered  that  he  looked  to  that  reduction  as 
likely  to  destroy,  or  essentially  i^minish,  the  manufacture 
of  brown  sugar  in  this  country.  The  enormous  profits 
which  he  believed  were  now  reaped  by  persons  engaged 
in  ttUs  manufacture,  might  well  bear  seipe  reduction — 
and,  when  we  consider  me  languishing  condition  of  other 
agricultural  pursuits,  ou^t  to  be  made  to  bear  it.  What 
is  the  general  condition  of  agriculture  throughout  the 
country,  it  is  not  necessary  to  state,  nor  the  lar^  portion 
of  our  people  who  derive  their  subsistence  from  its  hard 
earnhigs.  He  must  Wiin  express  his  regret  far  the  want 
of  more  specific  innnnattoii  on  the  subject.  In  the 
absence  of  such  information,  he  must  rely  upon  an  esti- 
mate of  the  sum  necessary  to  purchase  and  supply  witfi 
the  necessary  stock,  machinery,  and  subsistence,  for  one 
year,  a  plantation  for  sixty  h«id^  and  the  probable  pro- 
duct of  their  labor,  as  a  stai^ard  of  the  profits  «f  this 
pursuit.  The  estimate  he  would  first  offer  was  one  sud 
to  have  been  made  by  an  individual  who  has  had  some 
practi«a)  aeqiuuntance  with  the  buuness,  as  conducted  in 
one  oT  the  sugar  colonies  of  France.  He  said  he  did  not 
intend  to  rely  solely  on  this  estimate;  but,  after  presenting 
it,  he  would  offer  others  to  the  notice  of  tne  House, 
which,  he  was  persuaded,  would  be  found  not  to  present 
a  pictui*e  too  favorable  to  the  manu&cturer  of^  brown 
BUKar  in  this  country.  Tlie  estimate  to  which  he  had 
referred,  puts  down  the  MXty  bands  at  an  average  of  three 
hundred  dollars,  making  an  aggregate  of  eighteen  thousand 
dollars.  Five  hundred  acres  of  und  at  ten  dollars  per 
acre,  five  thousand  dollars;  dwelling,  negro,  and  omer 
bouses,  wprks,  tools,  steam  enrine,  &c.  at  twenty-three 
thousand  doUarsi  one  year's  subiustcnce,  including  inci- 
dental expenses,  at  four  thousand  dollars — making  a  total 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Taking  the  quantity  of  land 
cultivated  in  cane  at  three  hundred  acres,  and  the  average 
product  of  sugar  at  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per 
acre,  will  be  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand 
pounds.  The  quantity  of  molasses  at  eighty-foup  gallons 
per  acre,  will  be  tliree  tliousaiid  seven  Qundred  and 
fifty  gallons  of  molasses.  Estimating  the  sugar  at  five 
cents  the  pound,  and  the  molasses  at  fifteen  cents  the 
galloQ,  the  gross  revenue  will  be  twen^-two  tliotisand 
five  bundreddollars,  from  which  deduct  tlirec  thousand 
dollars  for  yearly  expenses,  aiKl  it  will  leave,  of  nett  in- 
come, nineteen  tliuusand  five  hundred  dollars,  ur  about 
thirty-nine  per  cent  upon  the  whole  investment.  Mr.  H. 
said,  althougli  the  estimated  average  value  of  slaves  in 
other  States  might  seem  to  justify  the  average  assumed 
for  the  gang  of  nxty,  yet,  as  the  estimate  might,  by  some, 
be  con£dered  too  low  for  Louinana,  he  would  add  ten 
thousand  dollars  to  tlie  estimated  cost  of  the  establishment} 
and  then,  assuming  the  same  annual  product  from  it,  if 
he  had  made  no  mistake  in  the  calculation,  the  nett  profit 
would  exceed  thirty-two  per  cent.  But  suppose  we  set 
down  the  capital  invested  at  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, instead  offifty,  and  calculate  upon  the  same  product, 
the  profit  will  be  near  twenty  per  cent.;  and  ir  we  add 
half  a  cent  per  pound  to  the  estimated  value  of  the  sugar, 
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(and  he  had  been  informed  that  the  last  adricea  from  New 
Orleans  placed  it  at  that  sum,)  the  profit,  takin^f  the 
whole  cost  of  the  establiahment  at  one  hundred  thousand 
dolUrs,  would  exceed  lyrevSy  per  centum  per  anmim. 
But,  suppose  the  medhun  sum  of  seventy-fiTc  theoaatul 
dollars  be  taken  as  the  coat  of  the  plantation,  hands,  &c., 
and  estimate  the  product  at  four  thousand  pounds  to  the 
hand,  and  he  would  venture  the  decided  opinion  that  the 
hands  actually  employed  do  not  fall  below  that  avera^, 
estimatinif  the  sum  <^  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
pounds  m  sugar  at  fin  and  a  half  cents  per  pound, 
twen^  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  gallons  of  mo- 
lasses at  fifteen  cents  per  gallon,  and  the  result  is  the 
rross  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  dollars,  which,  allowinf^  four  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  dollars  for  annual  expenses,  leaves 
twelve  thousand  dollars  clear  profit,  or  sixteen  per  cent, 
per  annum. 

Where  is  the  i^^cutturist,  engaged  in  any  other  branch 
of  this  widely  ^vernfied  pursuit,  who  reuiiea  one-third 
oS  this  profit  from  the  capital  and  labor  which  he  em- 
ploys? Surely  not  the  grain  grower,  of  whose  limited 
market  and  scan^  profitt  we  nave  heard  so  much;  and 
as  surely  not  the  tobacco  or  cotton  grower,  who,  with  so 
much  difficulty,  biingsthe  two  sides  of  the  leger  tomeet. 
He-said  he  had  no  practical  information  on  this  subject^ 
bat,  from  what  he  oad  heaM  upon  authority  he  did  not 

Suestion,  two  thousand  pounds  of  sugar  had  been  manu- 
tctured  from  an  acre  of  cane,  in  one  of  the  southern 
counties  of  Georgia,  and  he  had  understood  that  a  like 
quantity  had  been  manufactured  by  some  individual  in 
Florida,  since  the  commencement  oF  the  present  winter. 
But  why  go  further  into  detail  on  this  subject?  If  bis  cal- 
culations were  to  be  relied  on,  and  he  had  little  doubt  that 
some  one  of  them  might  be,  the  result  is,  that  the  manu- 
facture of  brown  sugar  can  be  profitably  prosecuted  in 
this  country  without  the  aid  of  a  protecting  duty. 

But  let  uS'view  the  suhjeet  somewhat  more  in  the  a^- 
gre^te.  If  one  thousand  pounds  of  sugar  to  ^e  acre  be 
a  fiur  average,  and,  if  it  varies  from  the  truth,  he  believed 
it  was  below  itj  aitd  if  a  hand  can  manage  five  acres,  and 
he  believed,  from  hisgenerat  knowledge  of  Southern  i^i- 
culture  in  rela^n  to  uiicles  requirii^nndlar  cultivation 
to  the  sugar  cane,  he  can  do  m>,  we  arrive  at  the  conclu- 
sion, that  the  land  cultivated  in  cane  does  not  exceed,  and 
probably  falls  below,  one  hundred  thousand  acres,  and 
the  liands  cultivating  it  cannot  exceed  twenty-five,  and 
probably  do  not  number  more  than  twenty  thousand. 
Taking  then  the  whole  product  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty,  at  one  hundred  millions  of  pounds  of  sugar,  and 
the  molasses  he  sliould  ~not  estimate,  because  he  nad  un- 
derstopd  it  would  cover  the  annual  expenses  of  the  plan- 
tation on  which  it  was  made,  at  leart,  the  expenses  of 
cultivation — and  the  value  of  the  sugar  amounts  to  five 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars  at  New  Orleans,  and  proba- 
bly tn'O  millions,  or  two  and  a  half  more  before  it  gets 
into  the  general  consumption  of  the  country.  If  we 
divide  the  five-  millions  and  a  half  between  twenty 
thousand  hands,  the  distributive  amount  to  each  is  two 
hundred  and  screnty-five  dollars.  If  a  like  ^rtfibution 
be  made  between  twenty-five  thousand,  it  is  two  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars  each.  Then  is  it  just,  is  it  reasonable, 
that  the^ whole  agriculture  of  the  country  should  be  bur- 
dened by  a  tax  of  four  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars? — for 
if  the  million  and  a  half  now  received  as  revenue  can  be 
dispensed  with,  and  by  its  repeal  the  country  would  be 
relieved  from  an  additional  levy  of  three  millions  now  pud 
to  the  sugar  manu^turers,  the  whole  tax  may  now  be 
considered  as  operating  for  their  benefit — ^that  the  hands 
employed  in  manufitchiring  brown  sugar  in  this  country 
may  earn  for  their  employers  the  annual  return  of  from 
two  hundred  and  twenty  to  two  hundred  and  sevens-five 


dollars  for  the  labor  of  each,  exclusive  of  the  value  of 
molasses-  Shall  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  hands  em- 
ployed throughout  our  wide  spread  country  in  rwrinp 
yrain»  tobacco,  cotton,  and  other  wricuhund  produe&s  be 
taxed  four  millions  and  a  half  of  doHars^  to  enable  twenty 
or  twenty^ve  thousand  to  cultivate  from  eighty  to  one 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  at  a  profit  of  from  sixteen 
to  near  forty  per  centum  per  annum  r  Surely  justice  for- 
bids it.  But'some  advocate  for  continuing  the  duty  might 
say*  that  the  flttgar  culture  cannot  be  profitably  carried  on 
without  it.  Jt  he  believed  this  to  be  tlie  caae,  which  he 
most  certunly  not,  he,  for  one,  should  say  it  was  high 
time  the  culture  was  abandoned. 

Mr.  H-  said,  that,  among  the  motives  which  had  urged 
him  tobring  this  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
there  was  one,  which,  although  it  had  been  omitted  at  the 
outset  of  his  observations,  it  might  not  be  immaterial  to 
mention-  He  came  from  a  State  which  might  be  conai- 
dered  by  some  as  baling  an  interest  in  the  continuance  of 
this  duty — a  State  wtucn»  as  she  had  jpone  into  the  revo- 
lutionary contest  in  defence  of  principle,  was  ready  to 
maintain  it  now.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  for  principle  that  Geor- 
gia made  common  cause  with  the  oppressed  of  other  colo- 
nies, in  that  dark  hour  through  which  the  sun  of  inde- 
pendence has  risen  on  this  continent.  As  one  of  her 
representatives,  I  came  here  upon  all  subjects  connected 
with  the  tariff  with  clean  hands.  If  I  did  not*  I  should 
not  be  her  true  representative.  But,  sir,  J  did  not  intro- 
duce this  subject  alone  for  the  purpose  of  addressing  thia 
House.  I  know  not  that  any  &ct  or  argument  which  I 
could  offer  to  its  consideration,  would  have  the  small  est 
influence  upon  tiie  decision  of  die  question  now  before  it. 
Sir,  I  bad  another  and  a  higher  motive — it  was,  that  I 
nught  fmm  this  place  address  myself  to  the  practical  good 
sense  of  the  country,  that,  perchance,  I  might  awaken  in 
thebosomofthelaborii^man,  as  he  whistles  over  the  han- 
dles o'f  his  plough,  the  inquiry  why  this  unequal  and  bur- 
densome tax  should  be  continued,  mainly  for  the  benefit 
of  the  lordly  capitalist. 

[Before  Mr.  H.  had  finisliad  his  speech,  the  hour  allot- 
ted for  the  consideration  of  resolutions  expired,  and  he 
concluded' his  remarks  on  the  following  day;  but  they  are 
given  unbroken,  above.] 

The  House  took  up  the  following  bill: 

**£e  it  tnadtdfiic  That  so  much  of  an  act  entitled 
'  An  act  to  provide  for  paying  to  the  States  of  Missouri, 
His^ssippi,  and  Alabama,  three  per  centu'hi  of  the  nett 
proceeos  arising  from  the  sale  ,of  tiie  public  lands  within 
the  same,'  approved  the  third  of  May,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-two,  as  requires  an  annuu  account  of  the  ap- 
plication [by  the  State  of  Alabama]  of  the  aakl  three  per 
centum  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed.'* 

Mr.  CLAY  explained  its  object.  It  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  CLAY,  WICKLIFFE,  PETTIS,  and  DUNCAN* 
and  oppolMd  by  Messrs.  VINTON  and  JENNINGS. 

[The  debate  on  this  question  involved  on  one  tiaod  the 
propriety  of  relieving  the  States  referred  to  from  the 
mere  formality  of  rendering  accounts  of  the  expeoditure 
of  the  fund  in  question,  vexatious  to  then,  troyblcaome  to 
the  treasuiy,  and  of  no  consequence  in  any  view)  and,  on 
the  other,  the  impropriety  of  altering  the  terms  of  a  com- 
pact by  a  simple  act  of  Congress,  and  the  inexpediency  of 
releasing  the  States  from  tlie  responaibihty  lor  the  just 
administration  of  these  funds.  In  reply,  it  was  contended 
that  the  proviaon  of  the  act  of  1835,  proposed  by  this  bill 
to  be  repealed,  was  not  within  the  contemplation  of  .Uie 
compact,  and  for  that  very  reason  ought  to  be  repealed, 
because  it  imposed  on  the  States  a  labor  and  expense  to 
which  they  ought  not  to  be  subjected.] 

The  question  being  finally  put  on  its  passage,  it  wai 
determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  74j  nays  45. 
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DUTY  ON  SUGAR.  , 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration-  of  the  resolution 
yesterdav  mored  by  Hr.  Hathu,  of  Georgia,  for  a  re* 
ductioBof  Ae  duty  on  in^>orted  brown  iQgari  and  Mr.  H< 
having  concluded  bis  r«iurk>— 

Mr.  said,  that  it  mi^t  be  eotutdered 

Unimportant  by  the  House,  whether  the  propontion  now 
under  connderation  should  he  adopted,  or  no.  Gentle- 
men sboold  not  biy  this  "  flattenng  unction  to  their  souls." 
For  him«*lfj  he  Duxfat  be  said  to  be  almost  indifferent  as 
to  die  tUiptMBtion  that  may  be  made  of  it,  altfaou^  Ae'con* 
ctnred  fully  with  the  merer  in  the  object  desired.  Hr. 
A.  was  tired  of  appealing'  to  this  .  House,  with  a  hope  of 
pTodttdnG*  conviction  upon  the  minds  of  those-  who  were 
interested  In  keeping  up  this  system  of  taxation.  The 
time  is  notlong,  when  an  issue  must  be  made  up  between 
the  people-  and  die  Government  upon  this  question. 
There  is  a  point  ofdepresuon,  yea,  and  oppresnon,  in  the 
phyincal  as  well  as  mechanical  world,  beyond  which  we 
cannot  go  without  meetii^rcairtance.  Agreatportumof 
the  good  people  <^  these  United  States  bftre  borne  the 
ills  of  Government  with  a  fortitude  suatuned  alone  by  their 
dentMn  to  the  Uniont  but  they  can  bear  but  alittie  while 
longer.  They  hare  remonstrated  and  protested,  again 
and  agun,  until  these  have  bectune  "a  by-word,"  are 
contemned  and  utterly  disregarded,  and  their  only  conao- 
btion  is,  to  be  told  that  they  have  the  right  to  protest  and 
remonstiiate  agwn.  Thdr  representatives  have  brought 
ferwatd  here,  proportion  after  propontion  for  a  redress 
i>f  grievances,  which  have  been  voted  down  without  even 
a  respectful  conoderation.  There  is,  then,  but  one  re- 
•ource  left  us — we  are  thrown  bsck  upon  the  States  and 
the  people  tor  protection,  wht^,  alone,  are  sovereign, 
where  their  rights  ar?  concerned. 

The  States  who  have  taken  their  staiid  under  the  ban- 
ner of  the  constitution— not  the  striped  bunting  which  has 
been  bung  up  in  tiiis  halt,  to  rAnind  us  only  of  their  op- 
presnon — can  never  recede  without  dishonor,  and  a  sham^e- 
liit  dereliction  of  those  great  principles  for  which  they 
profess  tohave  been  contendii^,  in  behalf  of  the  people. 
Is  it  not  far  betteis,  then — ^moro  honorable  and  magnani- 
mous in  a  self-willed  majority— to  appease  the  wrath  of  an 
offended  and  insulted  people,  hy  alleviating  tlie  burdens 
of  tazation,_  rather  than  go  cm  in  a  heedless,  reckless 
course,  leading  to  cmseqaences  which  all  must  deplore? 

Sir,  we  have  Ken,  within  a  very  short  space  of  time, 
the  most  importanfevents  occur  which  have  ever  happen- 
ed in  the  history  of  nations.  A  day,  yes,  an  hour,  has 
actuevedtbe  gnmdest  revolutions  of  which  we  read,  any 
where,  in  times  past.  France  has  resumed  her  ancient 
constitutional  ri^ts.  Bussia,  alarmed  for  her  own  wifety, 
haa  hned  her  southern  bwder  with  an  army  of.  two  hun- 
dred tbou«and  troi^  ,  Sweden,  HoUand,  all  Belgium,  is 
in  anntf  And  we  bwe  seen  the  iiulure  of  a  nngle  propo- 
ntion  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  overthrow  the 
ministry,  and  bring  into  power  the  friends  of  reform  and 
economy  in  the  adminiEtration  of  the  Government — the 
friends  of  free  trade '.  These  important  results  have  been, 
brought  about  by  a  degree  of  oppression  upon  the  people 
fi»  centuries  past*  which  they  could  endure  no  longer. 
We  should  learn  wisdom  from  the  examples  of  the  times  be- 
fore us,  and  not  permit  ourselves  to  (Ssregard  results  which 
must  inevitably  flow  from  eertain  causes.  Hie  nme  re- 
volution is  now  going  on  here,  althougi^  Mr>  A. -hoped  to 
see  it  accompli^ed  in  a  different  way. 

Mr.  A.  said  be  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  a  considera- 
tion of  the  amount  of  sugar  imported  into  the  United 
States,  or  that  winch  is  {noduced  here^-tiie  wuntity  con- 
■omed,  the  camtalinveited,  nor  the  number  cn  plantations 
that  will  be  affected  fay  the  reduction.  These  are  views 
which  will  propeify  oome  ttp  whenabill  shall  be  brought 
Tet.  Tn.*^0 


in.  It  is  sufficient  to  know  for  the  present,;  that  it  is  an 
article  which  enters  into  the  general  consumption  of  every 
fiimily,  and  the  revenue  annng  from  it  is  not  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  Government.  If  there  be  a  part 
of  this  Union  more  interested  than  any  other  in  keeping 
on  the  duty,  it  is  the  Soudi,  becauae  a  ooanderable  por- 
tion of  the  property  there  mil  be  dimiiushed  in  value  in 
proportian  to  the  reduction.  But,  nr,  we  do  not  eome 
here  to  legislate  upon  considerations  of  this  sort,  to  cal- 
culate the  advantage  gMned  by  the  rule  of  three,  although 
it.is  a  good  one  to  observe  in  reckoning  our  accounts  at 
home;  lookiiw  as  we  ought  to  the  great  and  eternal  prin- 
dples  of  justice,  wlueh,  pemding  as  they  do  all  laws  of 
creation,  should  he  made  to  gorem  the  actions  of  men! 

What,  Bud  Mr.  A.,  n  the  prospect  before  us?  The 
grandest  spectacle  ever  before  exhibited  to  the  world! 
A  nation,  after  having  bcmie  patiently  the  burdens  of  tax- 
ation, growing  out  of  two  wars,  now  nearly  fntd  from 
debt;  and  the^tieition  is  to  be  brought  hojpe  to  the  peo- 
ple, whether  they  will  submit  to  keeping  up  a  system  of 
taxes,  merely  to  immoto  the  sp.eculative  schenws  of  po- 
liticians, seeking  to  eitahliih  a  personal  reputation  upon 
their  ruins!  That  is  the  question,  and  cannot  be  avoklra. 

What,  sir,  has  beentjhe  effect  of  the  reduction  of  duties 
upon  salt,  coffee,  and  cocoa,  mode  at  the  last  session  of 
Congresi  ?  Why,  it  was  opportunely  seized  hold  of  by  our 
minister  at  Ijondon,  at  a  time  when  our  negotiation  seemed 
almost  at  u  end  with  that  court,  and  urged  with  such 
foree  and  argument  to  .show  the  friendly  ^spontion  of 
the  United  States  towards  England,  as  weU  as  a  uncere 
wish,  on  the  part  o(  the  administration,  to  re-establish  ami- 
cable relations  between  the  two  Govemments,  as  to  result 
in  removing  the  restriction  from  the  West  Indi*.  trade.  A 
continuance  of  the  reduction  of  the  duty  upon  on  article, 
in  the  production  of  wliich  the  West  Indies  ore  so  much 
interested,  must  famish  additional  evidence  of  that  spirit 
which  we  carried  into  tiie  negotiation  for  removing  the 
shackles  upon  commerce,  as  po^ps  to  induce  Great 
Britain  to  tue  off  some  of  her  duties  which  bear  so  heavily 
upon  our  produetiona. 

Let  us  then  meet  together  like  «  band  of  brothers,  dis- 
carding our  local  prejudices,  feuds,  and  animonties,  which 
have  too  often  di^rbed  the  harmony  of  our  action  here; 
for^ving  and  forgetting  the  past,  intent  alone  upon  dtnog 
justice  to  iJis  great  body  of  the  peojile  whom  we  represent,' 
without  regard  to  pwsonal  oc  political  ftioidsbips. 

When  Hr.  Auxaitsbb  took  his  seat,  llr.  WHITE,  of 
Louisiana,  obtained  the  floor;  but  the  allotted  hour  being 
idiout  e:q>iring,  the  House  proceeded  to  thecvdera  of  the 
day. 

MILEAGE  OF  MEMBEBS. 

Mr.  HALL  moved  to  recommit  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Espenditiires,  made  on  the  7th  instant 
relative  to  the  mileage  of  meiiri>ers  of  Congress;  and  Mr. 
CHILTON  moved  the  followit^  written  instructions: 

Saoloed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Expendi- 
tures be,  uad  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  report  to  this 
House  a  bill  conttuning  the  following  provtiiooB,  to  wit: 

1.  That  it  shall  he  the  du^  of  the  Secrelarr  of  the 
Senate  and'Seigeant-at-amu  of  the  Hoose  of  Bepresenta- 
tivei,  previous  to  issuing  certificates  to  the  members  of 
their  respective  Houses,  for  the  amonnts  to  njiich  sud 
members  may  be  entitled  for  mileage  to  and  from  tiie  seat 
of  the  Genoid  CoTcmment,  to  obtain  f^m  each  mem- 
ber so  applykig  for  a  certificate,  a  statement,  acco:;ding 
to  the  best  othifl  knowledge,  of  tiie  distance  fi:om  the 
Capitol,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  to  the  residence  of 
said  member,  computed  upon  the  nearest  route  wbidi 
may  be  conreiuently^  tnvelled,  and  ia  necessarily  and 
most  usually  travelled,  from  the  one  to  the  other  pointi 
which  said  statement  shall  be  ngned  by  die  member  mak- 
ing the  same. 
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Duitf  on  ^igar. 


[Jaw.  11,  1831. 


(and  he  had  heen  infomed  that  the  last  adrices  rrom  New 
Orleans  placed  it  at  that  sum,)  the  profit,  taking'  the 
whole  cost  of  the  eitablishnient  at  one  nundred  tbounuid 
df^ra,  would  exceed  twenty  per  centum  per  uinum. 
But,  suppose  the  medium  warn  of  teven^-fire  thousand 
dollars  be  taken  as  the  cost  of  the  plantation,  hands,  &c., 
and  estimate  the  product  at  four  thousand  pounds  to  the 
hand,  and  he  would  venture  the  decided  opimon  that  the 
hands  actually  emplc^ed  do  not  fall  below  that  average, 
estimating  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
pounds  oif  sugw  at  fire  and  a  half  cents  per  pound, 
twenty  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  gallons  of  mo- 
lasses at  fifteen  cents  per  gidlon,  and  the  result  is  the 
gross  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  twen^- 
four  dollars,  which,  allowing  four  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  dollars  for  annual  expenses,  leaves 
twelve  thousand  dollars  clear  profit,  or  uxteen  per  cent, 
per  annum. 

Where  is  the  agricoHurist,  engaged  in  any  other  branch 
of  this  widely  ^rernfied  pursuit,  who  realizea  one-third 
c(  this  profit  from  tiie  capital  iad  labor  which  he  em- 
ploys? Surely  not  the  grain  grower,  of  whose  United 
market  and  scanty  profits  we  hare  heard  so  much;  and 
as  surely  not  the  tobacco  or  cotton  grower,  who,  with  so 
much  difficulty,  brings  the  two  sides  of  the  leger  tomect. 
He-said  he  had  no  practical  information  on  tnis  subject, 
but,  from  what  he  oad  heard  upon  authority  he  did  not 
queition,  two  thousand  pounds  of  sugar  bad  been  manu- 
Actured  from  an  acre  of  cane,  in  one  of  the  soothem 
counties  of  Georgia,  and  he  haul  understood  that  a  like 
quantity  had  b«en  manufactured  by  some  individual  in 
Florida,  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  winter. 
But  why  go  further  into  detail  on  this  subject?  If  his  cal- 
culations were  to  be  relied  on,  and  he  had  Uttle  doubt  that 
some  one  of  them  might  be,  the  result  that  the  manu- 
facture of  brown  sugar  can  be  profitably  prosecuted  in 
this  country  mtbout  the  aid  of  a  protecting  duty. 

But  let  us'view  the  subject  somewhat  more  in  the  ag- 
gre|;ate.  If  one  thousand  pounds  of  sugar  to  the  acre  be 
a  fair  average,  and,  if  it  varies  from  the  truth,  be  believed 
it  was  below  it;  and  if  a  hand  can  manage  five  acres,  and 
he  believed,  frtmi  hlsgeneral  knowledge  of  Boathem  api- 
culture in  relation  to  articles  requiring  nmilar  cultivatwo 
to  the  sugar  cane,  he  can  do  no,  we  arrive  at  the  conclu* 
son,  that  the  land  cultivated  in  cane  does  not  exceed,  and 
probably  &lls  below,  one  hundred  thousand  acres,  and 
the  bands  cultivating  it  cannot  exceed  twenty-five,  and 
probably  do  not  number  more  than  twenty  thousand. 
Taking  then  the  whole  product  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
thir^,  at  one  hundred  millions  of  pounds  of  sugar,  and 
the  niolesaes  he  sliould  'not  estimate,  because  he  nad  un- 
derstopd  it  would  cover  the  annual  expenses  of  the  plan- 
tation on  which  it  was  made,  at  least,  the  expenses  of 
cultivation — and  the  value  of  the  sugar  amounts  to  five 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars  at  New  Orleans,  and  proba- 
bly td'o  millions,  or  two  and  a  half  more  before  it  gets 
into  the  general  consumption  of  the  country.  If  we 
divide  the  five-  millions  and  a  half  between  twenty 
thousand  hands,  the  distributire  amount  to  each  is  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars.  If  a  like  diMiibution 
be  made  between  twenty-five  thousand,  it  is  two  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars  each.  Then  is  it  just,  is  it  reason)d>le, 
that  the^ whole  agriculture  of  the  country  should  be  bur- 
dened by  a  tax  of  four  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars?— for 
if  the  million  and  a  half  now  received  as  revenue  can  be 
dispensed  with,  and  by  its  repeal  the  country  would  be 
relieved  from  an  ad^tional  levy  of  three  millions  now  paid 
to  the  sugar  manufacturers,  the  whole  tax  may  now  be 
considered  as  operating  for  their  benefit — that  the  handa 
employed  in  manufacturing  brown  sugar  in  this  country 
may  earn  for  th«r  employers  the  annual  retiirn  of  from 
two  hundred  and  twenty  to  two  hundred  and  seventy-fire 


dollars  for  the  labor  of  each,  exclusive  of  the  value  of 
molasses.  Shall  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  hands  em- 
plojred  throu^out  our  wide  ^read  country  in  vMrnig 
pain,  tobacco,  cotton,  and  other  ^ri^ultural  products,  be 
taxed  four  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  to  enable  twenty 
or  twenty-five  thousand  to  cultivate  from  eigh^  to  one 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  at  a  profit  of  from  sixteen 
to  near  forty  per  centum  per  annumf  Surely  justice  for- 
bids it.  But'some  advocate  for  continuing  the  duty  might 
■ay,  that  the  sugar  culture  cannot  be  profitably  carried  on 
without  it.  U  ne  believed  this  to  be  tlie  case,  which  be 
most  certunly  not,  he,  for  one,  should  say  it  was  high 
time  the  culture  was  abandoned. 

Mr.  H-  said,  that,  among  the  motives  which  had  urged 
him  tobring  this  subject  to  the  connderation  of  the  House, 
there  was  one,  which,  idthough  it  had  been  uimtted  at  the 
outset  of  his  observations,  it  might  not  be  immaterial  to 
mention.  He  came  from  a  State  which  nugbt  be  conn- 
dered  by  some  as  haying  an  interest  in  the  continuance  of 
this  duty— a  State  whid,  as  she  had  ^ne  into  the  revo- 
lutionary contest  in  defence  of  principle,  was  ready  to 
maintain  it  now.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  for  prinuple  that  Geor- 
gia made  common  cause  with  the  oppressed  of  other  colo- 
nies, in  that  dark  hour  through  which  the  sun  of  inde- 
pendence has  risen  on  this  continent  As  one  of  her 
representatives,  1  came  here  upon  all  subjects  connected 
with  the  tariff  with  clean  hands.  If  1  did  no^  1  should 
not  be  her  true  representative.  But,  sir,  I  ^  not  intro- 
duce this  subject  alone  for  the  purpose  of  addressinf^  this 
House.  I  know  not  that  any  fact  or  argument  which  I 
could  offer  to  its  connder^ion,  would  have  the  smallest 
influence  upon  the  decision  of  Uie  question  now  before  it. 
Sir,  I  had  another  and  a  higher  motive — it  was,  that  I 
might  from  this  place  address  myself  to  the  practical  good 
sense  of  the  country,  that,  perchance,  I  might  awaken  in 
the  bosom  of  the  labwin^  man,  as  he  whistlea  over  the  han- 
dles oT  his  plough,  the  inquiry  why  this  unequal  andhur- 
densome  tax  should  be  continued,  mainly  for  the  benefit 
of  the  lordly  capitalist. 

[Before  Mr.  H.  had  finished  his  speech,  the  hour  allot- 
ted for  the  consideration  of  resolutions  expired,  and  he 
concluded' his  remarks  on  the  following  day;  but  they  are 
^ven  unbroken,  above.] 

The  House  took  up  the  following  bill: 

**Se  it  et%aeied,Mc.  That  so  much  of  an  act  entitled 
'  An  act  to  provide  for  paying  to  the  States  of  klissouri, 
Hisusuppi,  and  Alabama,  three  per  centuhi  of  the  nett 
proceeos  ariung  from  the  sale  pS  the  public  lands  within 
the  same,*  approved  the  third  of  Vm^,  tighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-two,  as  requires  an  annuu  account  of  the  ap- 
plication [by  the  State  of  Alabama]  of  the  said  three  per 
centum  to  he  transmitted  to  the  Secretaty  <iS  the  Treasu- 
ry, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed.'* 

Mr.  CLAY  explained  its  object.  It  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  CLAY,  WICKLIFFE,  PETTIS,  and  DUNCAN, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  VINTON  and  JENNINGS. 

[The  debate  on  this  question  invt^ved  on  one  hand  the 
propriety  of  relieving  the  States  referred  to  from  the 
mere  fomality  of  rendering  aceounta  of  the  expenditure 
of  the  fVind  in  question,  vexatious  to  them,  troiiblesome  to 
the  treasury,  and  of  no  consequence  in  any  viewt  and,  on 
the  other,  the  improprie^  of  aiterine'  the  terms  of  a  com- 
pact by  a  simple  act  of  Congress,  and  the  inexpediency  of 
releaung  the  States  from  the  responsibility  for  the  just 
administration  of  these  funds.  In  reply,  it  was  contended 
tliat  tlie  provision  of  the  act  of  1825,  proposed  b^  this  bill 
to  be  repealed,  was  not  within  the  contemplation  ctf  .the 
compact,  and  for  that  very  reason  ought  to  be  repealed, 
because  it  imposed  on  the  States  a  labor  and  expense  to 
which  they  ouglit  not  to  be  subjected.] 

The  question  being  finally  put  on  its  passage,  it  ww 
determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  74,  nays  45. 
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DUTY  ON  SUGAR.  , 

Hie  UouK  resumed  the  consideratioti  of  the  re«Qluti9n 
yesterdi^'  moTed  by  Hr.  HAsirn,  of  Georgu,  fbr  «  xe- 
dactknof  tbeduty  onimp<HledbTOvn  ■agar;  tndlfr.  B< 
hningcDncladed  niB  remark*— 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  sud,  that  it  might  be  eonaidered 
Uiump<»^t  bjr  the  House,  whether  the  proportion  now 
under  consideration  should  be  adoptcd>  or  no.  Gentle- 
men abould  not  lay  this  "flattering  unction  to  their  souls." 
For  hinwelf,  he  might  be  said  to  be  almost  indifferent  as 
to  the  diSDMitioa  that  may  be  made  of  it,  altbouf^  4ie'con- 
euned  fiuly  with  the  morer  in  the  object  deawed.  Mr. 
A.  was  tired  of  appealing  to  this  House,  with  a  hope  of 
prodwang  oonvtetion  upon  the  minds  of  those'  who  were 
interested  In  keeping  up  this  system  of  taxation.  The 
time  is  not  long,  when  an  issue  must  be  made  up  between 
the  people-  and  the  Goyemment  upon  this  question. 
There  is  a  point  of  depresuon,  yea,  and  oppression,  in  the 
physical  as  well  as  mechamcftl  world,  beyond  which  we 
cannot  go  without  meetiiv  resistance.  A  great  portian  of 
the  good  pe{>ple  of  tbese  United  States  bare  borne  the 
ills  of  Goremmentwitha  fortitude  sustained  alone  by  their 
derotion-to  the  Unionj  but  they  can  bear  but  a  little  white 
longer.  They  have  remonstrated  and  protested,  again 
and  agun,  until  these  have  become  "a  by-word,"  are 
contemned  and  utterly  disregarded,  and  their  only  conso- 
lation is,  to  be  told  that  tii^  have  the  right  to  protest  and 
remonotnte  again.  Thrir  representatives  have  brought 
Ibrwmrd  here,  proportion  after  propontion  for  a  redKSs 
of  grievances,  which  have  been  voted  down  without  even 
a  respectful  consideration.  There  is,  then,  but  one  re- 
source left  us— we  are  thtown  back  upon  the  States  and 
the  people  for  protection,  who,  alone,  are  sovereign, 
where  their  rights  are  concerned. 

The  Sutes  who  have  taken  their  stau)d  under  the  ban- 
ner of  the  constitution— not  the  striped  bunting  which  has 
been  hung  up  in  tlus  ball,  to  remind  us  only  of  ^eir  op- 
presMOD^can  never  recede  without  dishonor,  and  aahanve- 
nil  derefiction  of  those  great  principles  for  which  they 
profeas  tohave  been  contendii^,  in  behalf  of  the  people. 
Is  it  not  far  bettep,  then — mora  honorable  and  magnani- 
mous in  a  self-willed  majority — to  appsase  t\\e  wrath  of  an 
offended  and  insulted  people,  by  alleviating  tlie  burdens 
of  taxation,  rather  than  go  on  in  a  heedless,  reckless 
course,  leading  to  conseqaancei  which  all  must  deplore? 

Sir,  we  have  seen,  irittun  a  very  short  space  of  time, 
the  moat  importantavents  occur  which  have  ever  happen- 
ed in  the  hlstoiy  of  natigns.  A  day,  yea,  an  hour,  has 
achieved  the  gtwidest  revolutions  of  which  we  read,  ai^ 
where,  in  times  past  France  has  resumed  her  ancient 
constitutional  rights.  Russia,  alarmed  for  her  own  safety, 
baa  lined  her  southern  border  with  an  army  of  two  hun- 
dred thousBDd  troops. .  Sweden,  Holland,  all  Belgium,  is 
in  annsi  And  we  have  seen  the  fiulure  of  a  ni^Io  propo- 
sition in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  overthrow  the 
ministry,  and  bring  into  power  the  friends  of  reform  and 
ecwiomy  in  the  adunnistration  of  the  Government — the 
friends  of  free  trade !  These  important  results  have  been, 
broiq^  about  by  a  degree  of  oppression  upon  the  people 
fbr  ceotuties  past,  which  they  could  endure  no  longer. 
We  should  learn  wisdom  from  the  examples  of  thetimes  be- 
fore  OS,  and  not  permit  ourselves  to  i£sregard  results  which 
must  inevitably  now  from  eertain  causes,  like  same  re- 
volution is  now  going  on  here,  althougl)  Mr.  A. -hoped  to 
see  it  accomplished  in  a  different  way. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  a  considera- 
tion of  the  amount  of  sugar  imported  into  the  Umted 
States,  or  that  which  is  produced  hN&-tiie  quantity  con- 
sumed, the  eautal  inverted,  nor  the  number  t»  plaotationB 
that  will  be  raiMited  by  the  reduction.  These  are  views 
vhidt  win  properly  come  up  when  a  bill  ahall  be  bioHgfit 
Yet  YU.— 30 


in.  It  is  sufficient  to  know  for  the  present,:  tbat  it  is  an 
article  which  enten  into  the  general  consumption  of  every 
fanuly,  and  the  revenue  annug  from  it  u  not  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  Government.  If  there  be  »  part 
of  this  Union  more  interested  than  any  other  in  keeping 
on  the  du^,  it  is  the  South,  because  a  considerable  por- 
tion (tf  the  property  there  will  be  dimiiushed  in  value  in 
proportion  to  the  reduction.  Bu^  lir,  we  do  not  come 
Jiere  to  l^slate  Upon  conuderations  of  this  sort,  to  cal- 
culate the  advantige  gained  by  the  rule  of  three,  although 
it  is  a  good  one  to  observe  in  reckoiung  our  accounts  at 
home;  looking  as  we  ought  to  the  great  and  eternal  prin- 
ciples of  justice,  wlucli,  pervading  as  -the^  do  aU  laws  of 
creation,  should  be  made  to  govern  the  actions  of  men ! , 

What,  swd  Hr.  A.,  is  the  prospect  before  us?  The 
grandest  spectacle  ever  before  exhibited  to  the  world! 
A  nation,  sAer  having  borne  patiently  the  burdens  of  tax- 
ation,-growiug  out  of  two  wars,  now  nearly  freed  from 
debt;  and  the^nestion  ia  to  be  brought  home  to  the  peo- 
ple, whether  they  will  subnut  to  keeping  up  a  system  of 
taxes,  merely  to  promote  the  speculative  schemes  of  po- 
liticians seeding  to  estabUdi  a  personal  reputation  upon 
their  nuns!  That  is  the  question,  and  cannot  be  avoiued. 

What,  sir,  has  been  tjhe  effect  ^  the  reduction  cd*  duties 
upon  salt,  coffee,  and  cocoa,  made  at  the  last  sesnoo  of 
Congress?  Why,  it  was  opportunely  seized  hold  of  by  our 
minister  at  London,  at  a  time  when  our  negotiation  seemed 
almost  at  an  end  with  that  court,  and  u^^d  with  such 
force  and  argument,  to  show  the  friendly  dispontion  of 
the  United  States  towa^  England,  as  well  as  a  sincere 
wish,  oitthe  part  of  the  administration,  to  re-establish  ami- 
cable relations  between  the  two  Governments,  as  to  result 
in  removing  the  restriction  from  the  West  India  trade.  A 
continuance  of  the  reduction  of  the  duty  upon  an  article, 
in  the  production  of  wliich  the  West  Indies  are  so  much 
interested,  must  fbrnish  additional  evidence  of  that  spirit 
which  we  carried  into  the  aegotislion  for  removing  the 
shackles  upon  cunmerce,  as  pedwps  to  induce  Great 
Britain  to  take  off  some  of  her  duties  which  bear  so  heavily 
upon  our  productions. 

Let  us  then  meet  together  like  a  band  of  brothers,  dis- 
cardiug  our  local  prejudices,  feuds,  and  animorities,  which 
have  too  often  disturbed  the  harDK>ny  of  our  action  herej 
forgiving  and  forgetting  the  past,  intent  alone  upon  diusg 
justice  to  the  great  body  of  the  people  whom  we  represent,* 
without  regard  to  personal  or  political  friendships. 

When  Hr.  Auxaitdbk  took  his  seat,  Hr.  WHITE,  of 
Louisiana,  obtained  the  floors  but  the  illotted  hour  bni^ 
about  ej4>iring,  the  House  proceeded  to  the  (ffders  lite 
day. 

MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS. 

.  Mr.  HALL  mOved  to  reccnunit  the  report  of  die  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Expenditures,  made  on  the  7th  inatao^ 
relative  to  the  nulewe  of  members  of  Congress;  and  Mr. 
CHILTON  moved  the  following  written  instructions: 

Setohied,  Tbat  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Expendi- 
tures  be,  sitd  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  report  to  thib 
House  ft  bill  containing  the  following  provisions,  to  wit: 
1.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  t£e  Secretarr  of  the 
Senate  and  Sergeant-atarms  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, previous  to  issuing  certificates  to  the  members  of 
their  respective  Houses,  foe  the  amounts  to  wjiieh  said 
members  may  be  entitled  fbrmileage  to  and  from  the  seat 
of  the  General  Government,  to  ratain  from  each  mem- 
ber so  applying  for  a  certificate,  a  statement,  according 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  of  tiie  distance  from  the 
capitol,  in  the  city  of  Waamngton,  to  the  residence  of 
ssul  member,  computed  upon  the  nearest  route  which 
may  be  conveiuentiy  tavelled,  and  is  necessarily  and 
most  usually  travelled,  from  the  one  to  the  other  pmntf 
which  said  statement  iball  be  ugned  by  the  member  mak- 
ing the  same. 
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3.  That  said  Secretary  and  Sergeant  shall  record  said 
statements,  so  made  and  n^ed,  each,  in  a  book  to  be  by 
him  kept  for  that  purposet  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasiiry,  in  publiihitig  his  annual  statement  of  the 
■mount*  paid  to  members,  shall  iKstinguish  between  the 
amount  pud  for  the  per  diem  allowance,  uid  the  amount 
for  mileaev  to  each  member,  placing-  the  number  of  miles 
charged  lor  opposite  the  amount  allowed. 

Mr-  UAIX  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  preceding,  from 
the  word  "bill"  to  the  end,  and  insert  the  following: 

"  Ifoking  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Senate 
'and  the  Serreant-at^arms  of  the  House  at  Represeotativea, 
with  the  aid  of  the  Postmaater  General,  at  the  end  of 
every  session,  to  make  an  estimate,  as  neariy  as  posnble, 
of  the  actual  distance,  in  a  direct  line,  of  the  residence  of 
each  member  of  the  Senate,  House  of  Representatives, 
and  Delegate  of  a  territory,  from&e  seat  of  Government; 
and  that  the  mileage  of  members  of  Congress  be  com- 
puted, and  their  accounts  for  travelling  be  settled,  accord- 
to  audi  estimate." 

These  propoutions  Yib  over  till  to-morrow. 

SURVEYS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments 
yesterday  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
the  bill  making  appropriations  forthe  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  ISSl,  and  tbey  Were  all  agreed  to  bitt 
one,  which  provided  for  the  appropriation  of  f8,000  for 
the  lunrey  of  pvirate  bnd  cldmi«  Mid  9130,000  for  fur- 
ther somys  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  McCOY  moved  to  amend  theamendment,  byslrifc- 
mg  out  $130,000,  and  inserting  $60,000. 

Mr.  McCOY  opposed  the  amendment  of  the  committee. 
He  said  the  surveys  proposed  were  not  necessary.  There 
were  lands  already  sun-eved,  and  not  sold,  to  ttie  amount 
of  from  one  hundred  ana  Btly  to  two  hundred  millions  of 
acres,  and  there  was  no  good  reason  wliy  one  hundred 
nulUons  of  acres  more  should  he  surveyed  and  thrown  into 
the  market.  Some  of  the  public  )an^  he  said,  were  not 
worth  surveying;  he  was  in  lavor  of  surveying  as  fiist  as 
the  lands  would  seK,  and  was  disposed  to  authorize  the 
surveying  of  the  good  hinds  as  fast  as  purchasers  could  be 
found  for  them.  Mr.  McC.  again  alluiled  to  tlte  great  ex- 
tent of  lands  surveyed,  and  said,  that  a  consideraole  por> 
tion  of  them  would  have  to  be  resurv^ed—such,  for 
instance,  as  the  prune  lands,  in  which  fires  very  often 
took  place,  and  burnt  up  the  marks,  &c.  which  haid  been 
pUcea  there  by  the  surveyors.  Under  his  present  im- 
pressions, he  moved  to  strike  fl'om  the  amendment 
§130,000,  and  insert  ^,000. 

Mr.  TEST  swd  he  generally  had  a  great  respect  for 
Ae  opinions  of  the  gentleman  fW>m  Virginia,  who  had 
joat  addressed  the  House;  but  he  eonridered  hif  motion 
to  losen  the  sum  proposed  for  surveys,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  inexpedient.  He  spoke  of  the  public  lands  as  an 
increasing  source  of  revenue,  and  made  some  reference 
to  the  aales  for  the  past  year;  and  remariced  further,  that 
lantb  to  the  amount  of  half  a  million  of  dollars  had  been 
sold  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  remarked  that  he  under- 
stood the  surveyors  had  uked  for  an  appn^riatiun  of 
$300,000.  The  Commiftioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
had  reduced  that  amountt  and  the  Committee  of  Ways 
an^  Means  had  proposed  to  appropriate  only  9130,000  to 
provide  for  past  arrearages,  and  surveys  for  the  present 
year-  Under  these  circumstances,  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  was  desirous  of  reducing  the  an>ount  to  (60,000. 
He  had  supposed  that,  in  a  short  sesuon'  like  the  present, 
tiiete  would  be  no  disporition,  on  the  part  of  any  mem- 
bcFj  to  introduce  propontions  for  unneciessaiY  discusxon. 
What  were  the  bctsf  A  little  over  9100,000  was  pro- 
poied  to  be  appropriated  towards  the  sorveya  of  the  pub- 
he  lahd^;  it  WAS  necessary  these  surveys  Aoold  gooni 


and  he  would  ask  gentlemen  if  they  were  disposed  to 
withhold  the  necessary  appropriations,  and  thus  retard 
the  settlement  of  the  Western  country.  With  regard  to 
the  remarks  of  the  scntleman,  that  the  imtrki  of  tne  sur- 
veyors would  be  destroyed,  he  would  snr  that  their 
markfr—the  metes  and  boimds  described  by  them — wouhl 
last  as  long  as  Government  itself)  the  gentleman  m:glit 
make  himself  easy  on  that  point.  The  siin'eya,  said  Mr. 
i.,  should  be  continued,  and  homes  be  thus  provided  for 
the  numerous  emigrants  to  the  West.  Mr.  J.  said  it  was 
true  that  in  some  States  the  surveys  were  a\ifficient;  but 
there  were  territories  to  be  peopled,  and  milhons  of  acres 
to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished  to  be 
<urve}|cd.  be  conudered  that  the  sum  proposed  by  the 
committee  should  be  granted,  as  in^^ensably  necessnryt 
they  had  shown  a  disposition  to  economize  in  reducing  the 
sum  recommended  by  the  Commisuoner  of  the  General 
Land  Office;  and,  so  far  from  reducing  the  amount  pro- 
posed by  the  committee,  be  was  not  ceiiain  that  the  whole 
sum  asked  for  should  not  be  allowed.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, tlie  proposed  amendment  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  said  he  bad  hoped,  after  what 
Itad  been  said  in  explanation,  yesterday,  no  fortber  objee- 
tion  would  have  been  made  to  this  appropration  for  con- 
tinuing the  Bun-eys  of  the  public  lands,  and,  consequently, 
had  expected  no  further  oiscusnon  of  the  subject.  Mr. 
C.  sair),  tlie  effects  of  withdrawing  the  appropriation 
which  was  prwoscd,  would  d)viously  be  twofoht— 6rat, 
to  check- the  of  «ni^?ittion  to  die  Westi  and,  secondly, 
to  out  down  Mid  materully  lessen  this  branch  of  Ae  pub- 
lic revenue.  If  the  public  lands  were  not  surveyed,  they 
could  not  be  sotdj  and  individuala  would  not  be  disposed 
to  remove  to  this  new  region,  and  devote  their  time, 
labor,  and  money  to  improving  and  preparing  lands  for 
cultivation, -of  which  they  could  entertain  no  hope  oF  be- 
coming proprietors,  at  least  within  anv  reasonable  time- 

Mr.  C.  said,  the  public  lands,  too,  had  been  an  import- 
ant source  of  revenue.  The  receipts  from  that  source 
had  been  gradually  increasing,  until  they  liad  grown  to 
aiLamount  of  no  small  importance.  The  amount  paid  by 
purchasers  duringthe  year  ending  on  tbeSOih  of  Septem- 
ber, 1930,  was  almost  two  millions  of  dollars;  exceeding, 
by  about  half  a  million,  he  believed,  the  amount  fecelvwl 
in  any  former  year.  Mr.  C.  asked  if  gentlemen  were  dis- 
posed to  change  the  present  land  arstrm,  and  cut  off  this 
important  branch  of  revenue. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  McCof  1  Rpraks  of 
the  large  quantity  of  land  already  surveyed  and  femiuning 
unsold.  Mr.  C.  said,  if  the  gentleman  would  exatrine  a 
document  laid  before  Congress  two  or  three  years  ago, 
he  would  find  that  a  large  portion  of  that  quantity — ^per- 
haps thirty  millions  of  acres — was  sterile  and  wortbleM!, 
and  about  eighty-three  millions  too  inferior  in  quality  to 
command  the  minimum  price.  In  the  State  from  which  he 
came,  said  Mr.  C,  good  land,  or  that  which  was  tit  for 
cultivation,  seldom  remained  long  unsold  after  it  had 
h^en  surveyed  and  pot  in  market^  and  he  presumed 
that  was  very  much  the  case  in  the  other  new  States.  No 
danger,  he  conceived,  was  to  be  apprehended  that  good 
lancf  would  any  where  remain  long  in-  market  for  want 
of  purchasers. 

Again.  Mr.  C.  asked  if  it  be  de^ble  in  point  of  poKcj 
that  the  public  lands  should  be  long  settled  and  improved 
before  they  were  offered  for  sale.  This  would  cerUtinly 
be  the  case  if  the  surveys  were  suspcndedj  and  Congress 
might  again,  and  would  properlj',  be  appealed  to,  and 
importuned  by  petitions,  for  the  riglit  of  pre-emption. 
Those  gentlemen  who  were  opposed  t»  the  pre-emption 
principle  ought  certainly,  in  Mr.  C;'a  judgment,  to  op- 
pose a  suspension  of  surveys.  The  lands  would  he  settled 
as  fast' as  they  were  acquired.  It  hwl  been  long  the  prac- 
tice to  permit  such  aettleraent,  and,  when  occupied  and 
improved,  the  right  of  pre-emption  liad  been,  and  ICr.  C. 
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hoped  always  would  be,  accorded.  Lookintr  either  to 
the  aenlement  of  new  tracts  of  country,  or  the  interest  of 
ti»e  GoTemment,  Mr.  C.  saw  no  {;;t)od  reason  for  witli- 
holding'  the  appropriation.  There  had  been  iione  made 
hst  Teart  in  consequence  of  which,  we  were  ia  arrears; 
ior  the  diacbarec  of  vhitfh,  a>  well  as  the  ezpenae  of  the 
present  year,  the  sum  proposed  by  the  committee  was  in- 
tended] which.  We  are  informed  by  the  honwable  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  Vxa- 
rLAXGK,]doe8  notexceed  the  average  ajnonnt  appropriated 
for  the  aune  purpose  for  some  years  past.  Mr.  C.  saw 
no  necessity  for  further  remarks,  and  hoped  the  question 
woofct  be  piwQpl^  settled. 

Mr.  STRONG  said  be  did  not  understand  tlie  subject 
wnder  consideration  so  "well  aa  he  could  wish,  and  hoped 
the  gentleman  who  reported  the  bill  would  give  tlie  ne- 
cessary infiirntation  to  enfcble  him  to  act  understand!  ngly. 
Surreys  mig'ht  be  necessary  in  Michi^n,  Florida,  Indi- 
ana, and_  pHhaps  some  other  State;  but  why  ask  for  an  ap- 
]»opriatton  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars? 
In  1828,  but  forty-five  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated; 
in  1839,  fifty.«ne  thousand  dollars.  In  1830,  there  was  no 
appn^priation— 4he  Commianoner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  having  informed  the  House  that  there  waia  balance 
of  d^ty-four  thousand  dollars  on  hand.  He  desired  to 
know  what  rendered  the  proposed  appropriation  necesaarv; 
and  would  also  like  to  be  informed  of  the  necessity  of 
bringii^  into  market  so  great  an  amount  of  lands  aa  the 
sum  proposed  to  be  appropriated  would  survey,  in  addi- 
tion to  Umw  lands  already  sorveyed.  The  Comnussioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  had  dengnated  certain  sections 
of  the  public  domain  which  it  was  expedient  to  have  sur- 
rqred  the  present  year;  but  this  survey  would  not  require 
the  sum  proposed  to  be  appropriated.  IVby  then  grant  so 
muoh,  unless  we  have  abandoned  all  notions  of  economy? 
If  any  subaUntial  reasons  could  be  shown  why  the  pro- 
posed appropriation  was  necessary,  be  hoped  they  would 
be  giren. 

lb.  VEBPLANXK  aaid,  that  nnee  he  had  been  a  mem- 
ber  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  an*  Meami,  he  had  often 
noticed  the  angular  contrast  in  wlucb  be  was  placed  when 
here,  and  when  in  the  committee  room.  There  were  nu- 
meroua  demwids  before  the  committee,  and  their  object 
was  to  reduce  appropriations  proposed  to  as  small  an 
amount  as  pos^ble;  while  here,  in  tliis  House,  that  com- 
imttee  was  accused  of  extravagance.  Such,  in  par^  was 
the  imputation  cast  u{>on  them  by  the  motim  now  beloK 
the  Uouae.  The  requiution  maite  upon  the  General  Land 
Office  by  the  surveyors,  for  the  present  year,  bad  been 
two  hundred  thousand  dollarst  the  commiasioner  of  that 
office,  considering  die  sum  too  great,  had  reduced  it  to 
«ie  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars^  the  Committee  of 
Wajfs  sad  Means,  in  the  fuffihnent  of  what  they  con»dered 
their  duty,  had  asked  ftr  mi  appropriation  of  only  one  hon- 
dredand  thir^  thouMnd  dollars.  The  proposed  amount 
would  pay  the  arrearages  of  the  fast  year,  and  leave 
for  the  8urve}-s  of  the  present  year  a  sum  averaging  the 
amount  appropriated  for  surv^  for  the  last  eight  or  nine 
yeara^perhaps  it  would,  fall  below  that  average— the  al- 
lowaace,  af^  paying  arrearages,  wouldleave  about  eighty 
or  nmety  thousand  dollars.  If  gentlemen  would  ezam'me, 
they  would  find  that  to  be  about  the  aven^  sum  appro- 
priated for  the  surre^y  of  the  public  hnda  since  ttie  year 
1831.  Mr.  V.  then  aHuded to tiie valuable  famdain  Louis- 
mna,  the  survey  and  settlement  erf  which  had  long  been  re- 
tarded by  ckinu  of  indiriduals  having  grante  fVwnthe  for- 
mer Govemments'which  possessed  tl»t  country,  and  spoke 
of  the  great  deare  of  this  Government  to  bring  those  lands 
into  market.  He  sud,  if  the  proposed  amendment  now 
under  conuderation  prevailed,  would  reduce  the  appro- 
pristioa  for  surveys  to  about  thirty  thousand  dolUuv—a 
sum  altogether  inadequate.  He  hoped  this  encroaobment 
on  the  mud  course  oTthe  Govcmnwd  woold  not  be  made. 


The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  done  their  duty  in 
propoiung  the  appropriation,  and  it  was  for  the  House  to 
oedde  whether  the  appropriation  shouM  be  made  or  not 

Mr.  SEVIER,  of  Arkansas,  said  he  had  witnessed  with 
regret  the  opposition  manifested  by  the  f^ntleman  from 
Virginia  to  the  appropriation  for  surveymg  the  public 
Ian&.  I  am  one,  said  Mr.  S.,  who  believe  the  appropria- 
tion for  tltis  object  should  be  increased,  rather  than  di- 
mtnislied.  We  are  told  by  the  Cotnmisuoner  of  the  Gene- 
ral Land  Office,  tliat  ihe  surveys  of  the  publis  lands  have 
not  advanced  to  the  extent  desired,  in  consequence  of  no 
appropriation  baring  been  made  at  the  last  sesnon  of  Con- 
gress. We  are  tola,  from  the  nme  quarter,  that,  tomect 
the  expenses  of  the  surveys  made  in  iS3<^  and  those  which 
wiU  be  required  in  1831,  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  ihoiMand  dollars  will  be  necessary.  With  this 
information  befwe  us,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the 
gentleman's  opposition.  The  department,  1  humbh'  con- 
ceive, should  be  given  the  funds  required.  The  depart- 
ment should  have  more  than  is  required.  Why  do  1  ^ink 
more  than  is  asked  should  be  jfiven?  I  take  for  granted 
the  eonuniaaioner  has  formed  his  estimate  fiir  those  survey 
which  he  conudeis  are  demanded  hmnediatdyt  and  in 
this  estimate  I  discover  he  has  said  the  surveys  in  Missouri, 
lUinots,  and  Arkansas,  have  been  made  to  an  extent  equal 
to  the  present  demand.  It  is  not  for  me  to  attend  to  the 
interest  of  Missouri  and  Illinois:  those  States  have  their 
representatives  upon  thia  floor^  who  can  answer  for  them- 
selves. But  of  my  own  country  I  prtrfeas  to  have  some 
little  knowledge.  I  hope  the  commisskmer  wilt  pardon 
me  when  I  tell  him  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands  in  Ar- 
kansas have  not  been  equal  to  the  present  demand.  J  hope 
lie  will  not  persist  in  this  opinion,  when  I  assure  him  that 
there  are  many  counties  containing  thousands  of  inhabit- 
ants, which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  in  which  not 
one  foot  of  the  public  lands  has-  ever  been  surveyed.  I 
trust  he  will  forgive  me  when  1  teH  him  that  die  surveys 
of  the  very  landbordering  upon  the  capita  id  Ai^anssi^ 
*xA  the  most  valuable  of  any  we  luire,  are  yet  inefmiplete. 
My  constituents  conedye  that  tli«r  interest  in  this  parti- 
cuhtf  hat  been  grossly  negleGted}  andforthia  neglect  they 
have  complained,  aiul  do  yet  complun,  of  the  commis- 
fcioner  of  our  land  .office  and  our  sorveyor  general.  1 
am  far  from  attribnUng  any  sinister  motive  to  the  worthy 
commissioner.  I  do  not  believe  he  wishes,  by  the  ma- 
nagement of  his  office,  to  retard  the  growth  and  settle- 
ment of  tlist  country.  I  must  attribute  lus  report  to  a 
woful  igootuce  of  our  wants.  1  imist  believe  he  has 
been  too  much  engsjged  in  bis  office  to  learn  with  suffident 
accural^  the  map  m  that  tfiatant  and  neglected  country. 

By  examining  the  report  of  the  commisuoner,  we  dis- 
cover that  a  amalter  quantity  of  the  public  land  has  been 
sold  in  Arkansaa  than  in  any  other  aection  of  the  WcKem 
countryi  tha^  moludmg  all  of  the  public  sales  from  1833 
to  1 83(^  there  have  not  been  nxty  tuoasand  dollars  paid  to 
tiie  Government.  Why  has  such  «n  insigiiffieaiit  sura  been 
received  from  the  sales  of  the  puUio  bnd  in  that  countnr ' 
I'he  commiasioner  himself  ou^t  to  be  able  to  answer  the 
question.  It  is  becauae  there  has  been  but  little  good 
land  surveyed  and  In  market  In  what  manner,  nr,  have 
the  surveys  in  Arkansas  been  conducted^  You  have  given 
us  no  surveyor  general  to  rende  among  us.  He  resides 
in  St.  Louis,  four  bundled  miles  fin»k  our  ci4>ital.  He 
knows  nothing  of  the  situation  dS  our  cotmtry;  is  govern- 
ed entirely  in  letting  out  his  contracts  by  the  r^nesenti- 
tions  of  depu^  surveyors.  These  deputies  know  thrir 
own  interest.  Their  engagements  to  surrey  are  generally 
in  the  prairies,  and  in  the  poor  and  barren  sections  of  the 
country.  Sir,  1  do  not  bUme  them.  They  could  not 
afford  to  survey  the  rich  lands  of  Arkansas,  covered  with 
cane,  and  almost  impenetrable  forests,  for  three  dollars  a 
mile.  To  provide  against  this  evil,  at  the  last  session  ctf 
Congress,  an  act  was  passed  Mthoriuru:  the  surveys-  fcne- 
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r*X  to  allow  his  deputies  for  sorveying-  the  pood  lands  in 
Arkuins,  four  dollars  a  mile.  When  such  lands  as  these 
are  surveyed — lands  like  these,  upon  which  our  settlfsments 
are  almoat  entirely  confinedi  you  will  percave  »  very  great 
inereaaw  in  the  jncome  to  the  Goremment  from  the  aakt 
of  the  public  lands. 

At  the  last  sesMon  of  Congress  an  act  was  passed  grant- 
ing,  tat  a  limited  period,  the  right  of  prc-emptitHi  to  set- 
tlers upon  the  public  lands,  -  Tjiat  act  is  about  expiring* 
and  but  few  of  the  dtizens  of  Arkansas  have  availed  thetn- 
lelves  of  its  provwotia.  And  why?  Because  the  lands 
upon  which  they  Uve  have  not  been  nrveyed.  Hiey 
petition  Coneress  at  this  present  session  to  continue  tiie 
act  in  force  mtt.  longer  period  of  time.  And  why?  Be- 
cause the  land  upon  which  they  live  has  not  been  surveyed. 
Yet  the  commissioner  tells  us  the  surveys  in  Arkansas  have 
been  made  to  an  extent  equal  to  the  present  demand. 

Let  me  ask  the  §^entleman  from  Virginia  what  differ- 
ence it  would  make  to  the  Government  if  all  tite  pubhc 
huids  in  each  State  and  Territory  were  surveyed  aurinjf 
the  present  yeari  The  information  die  aurveya  would 
afford  would  surely  be  denfuble  to  the  Gorernmenti  and 
I  apprehend,  at  no  foture  da^,  the  cost  for  surveying 
would  not  be  less  than  it  is  at  present.  The  honorable 
gentleman  seems  to  fear  that  the  corners  made  by  the 
surveyors  in  tlie  pmiries  would  be  destroyed  by  fire,  and, 
as  a  consecjuenee  of  which,  the  land  would  have  to  be 
surveyed  Again.  If  that  gentleman  iiad  been  in  prairies 
aa  often  ■•  I  have,  he  would  have  kjaown  that  these  cor- 
ners ten  made  of  other  materials  than  woodj  he  would  have 
known  that  at  each  corner  mounds  wet«  aude,  which  fire 
can  never  destroy.  There  i>  no  tnstMice  within  my  know- 
ledgc»  when  the  public  lands  have  ever  been  twice  survey- 
ed, fur  this  or  any  other  cause. 

What  would  be  the  consequence  if  you  were  to  stop 
tbe  public  surveys^  Woold  you  not  injure  the  Govem- 
nent?  Would  ^ou  not  deprive  it  an  annual  income  by 
no  means  inrigmficant^  Would  you  not  find  it  impossible 
to  keep  off  settlers  from  the  public  lands'  They  would 
come  and  occupy  it,  wear  out  the  soil,  destroy  the  timber, 
without  paying  a  tax  to  the  federal  or  local  Government. 
This  would  be  tbe  consequence  to  the  General  Govern- 
ihent;and,  by  stopping  ^e  surveys,  you  would  injure  our 
own  citizens.  They  would  live  in  constant  dread  and  un- 
certuntr :  th^  would  make  lu  viduaMe  or  lastii^  improve- 
ments, for  fear  of  kwi^  tbor  Wwir.  By  such  a  course, 
you  would  limit  exportation,  weaken  the  agricultural  in- 
terest, and,  of  course,  the  great  resources  of  individuals 
and  the  General  Government.  I  shall  tresfMss  no  longer 
upon  the  indulgence  of  the  Home.  I  hope  the  prt^Kwed 
amendment  wiU  be  rejected. 

Mir.  VINTON  sud  he  was  glad  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  submitted  his  motion,  and  hoped  it  would 
previdl.  HewasoneofthoiewhobdieTedtiieopeiationa 
of  tiie  nrveying  department  for  some  ^ears  past,  had 
gone  to  great  excess,  produ<^ng  highly  injurious  effects 
throi^hout  the  whole  Western  coun&y,  and  seriously  de- 
ranging the  land  office  department.  It  wastime  to  bring 
back  ue  land  system  to  a  healthy  actioni  such  as  it  possess- 
ed prior  to  the  late  war.  The  survey  of  land  was  a  step 
preparat(Hy  to  its'  being  exposed  to  sdet  and  when  aur- 
veyrd,  it  would  beforcedinte  market,  whether  the  quantity 
on  hand  would  justify  its  introduction  or  not.  It  will 
bence  be  obvious  that  the  surveyii^  department  really  re- 
gulates the  proportion  between  the  demand  for  land,  and 
tbe  quantity  in  market;  and  it  is  only  by  asktlfiil  and  judi- 
cious management  of  tiiat  department,  that  any  just  pro- 
portion  between  the  supply  and  the  demand  can  be  miun- 
tained.  The  land  office  commenced  its  operations  under 
the  present  q'stem  in  1801.  For  th*  firvt  Bfleen  years, 
and  up  to-tbe  doae  of  the  war,  the  quantity  of  land  sur- 
veyed, makiMrdue  allowances  for  bad  land,  did  not  go 


materially,  b^nd  the  denuod. 


the  greatest  prosperity  in  the  Western  country.  The 
value  of  both  public  and  private  property  was  sustuned; 
a  circumstance  that  gave  activity  to  the  sales,  and  confi- 
dence to  the  purchaser. 

Shortly  after  the  war,  this  salutary  policy  was  lost  ngfat 
of.    Immense  districts  of  country  Were  surveyed  and  sud- 
denly thrown  into  market,  so  that,  at  the  close  of  1825, 
there  had  been  surveyed  In  all  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
millions  of  acres;  and  for  the  five  last  years,  great  quanti- 
ties have  also  been  surveyed,  probably  amounting  to  some 
for^  or  fifty  millions  more;  the  exact  amount nos  known. 
Of  these  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  millions  then  sur- 
veyed, between  twenty-three  and  twenty-four  millions  bad 
not  been  brought  into  market.    At  that  time,  the  entire 
quantity -sold  since  the  year  1800  was  less  than  twenty 
millioas— -between  1835  and  the  present  time,  the  sale* 
have  amounted  to  about  one  million  of  acres  per  annum. 
We  have  not  been  informed  what  quantity  of  surveyed 
IukI  that  is  now  on  hand,  has  not  yet  been  brought  into 
market.    It  isi  to  be  presumed  it  has  not  been  ^ivx- 
ished  since  tliat  time.   The  result  of  these  facts  i%  tbat, 
at  the  close  of  1&25,  andprobably  at  the  present  time,  tbe 
quantity  surveyed  and  prepared  for  Mle,  but  not  yet 
brouglit  into  market,  exceeds  the  whole  amount  sold  for 
tlieae  thirty  years,  and  exceeds  also  tbe  existing  annual 
demand  about  twenty-five  times.    That  the  quantity  now 
in  market,  and  seeking  a  purchaser,  exceeds  the  annual 
demand  more  than  »«  nundred  times,  and  is  about  seven 
times  as  much  aa  the  whole  amount  scdd  rince  the  year 
1800.  Now  it  must  be  borne  in  nund  that  the  land  aysteni 
u  nothing  more  nor  less  than  k  neat  concern  for  vending 
land;  and,  like  any  otiier  artiae,  if  more  of  it  is  forced 
into  market  than  can  possibly  be  used,  the  inevitable  con- 
sequences of  a  glut  in  the  market,  a  depresnon  in  the  value 
of  the  property  of  the  public  and- of  individuals,  and  the 
derangement  and  distress  inadent  to  sudi  m  state  of  thiwia 
must  follow.    We  here^  rir,  get  at  tbe  true  cause  of  Qie 
growing  complaints  of  the  new  States.  Every  part  of  the 
Western  cotmtry  is  oppressed  wltii  this  operation,  uid 
dissatisfaction  every  where  prevails.    The  old  settlementa 
are  dissatisfied,  because  you  crowd  into  market  such  vast 
bodies  of  land  around  them,  as  to  depress  the  value  of 
the  property  they  have  purchased  of  you,  fiwter  than  they 
can  add  to  it  by  their  labor.  -  A  farmer  in  Ohio,  who  hw 
devoted  to  his  larm  the  Ubor  of  bia  lifo,  and  that  of  hi» 
bmily,  ean  scarcely  dispose  of  it  at  this  day,  with  aU  its 
improvements,  for  as  mucli  as  he  paid  you  for  it  some 
twenty  or  thirty  years  ago.   He  has  a  rigltt  to  be  dissatis- 
fied with  this  unreasonable  glut,  and  be  is  dissatisfied. 
While  he  expects  you  will  sell  the  public  domain,,  be  has. 
a  right  to  demand  of  you  that  you  shall  not  so  conduct 
that  operation  as  to  destroy  the  value  of  his  property  with- 
out benefit  to  yourself.     GOod  fidth  forbids  you  to  do  so. 
The  new  aettlnnents,  if  possible,  aie  Btittmeie  oppressed 
by  this  itate  of  things.   On  a  sudden  you  have  thrown 
into  maricet  a  hundred  millionsof  acres  of  land,  extending 
from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  Upper  Lakes,  requiring 
many  millions  of  inhabitants  to  convert  them  to  use.  A 
fow  of  them  are  taken  up,  and  very  sparse  settkmentsare 
scattered  here  and  there  over  the  whole  country.  There 
is  not  a  siixpluB  population  in  the  United  States  that  can  be 
detached  from  their  preient  situations  and  employment 
to  people  ttie  vaatrepon  of  country  thus  open  for  settle- 
ment; not  can  there  he  auch  a  surplus  for  a  generation 
yet  to  come.    These  new  setdements,  therefore,  fill  up 
very  slowly — and  in  ttie  newest  settlements  the  sales  are» 
generally  speaking,  the  most  limited  in  amount.    The  oc- 
cupants see  vast  bodies  of  excellent  land  around  them, 
without  any  one  to  buy— eve^  thing  goes  on  heavily,  and 
they  natunJly  enouril  think  the  Government  retards  their 
growtiii  add  bring  thenwelTea  to  the  belief  that  the  coun- 
try aitaiind  ibxm  is  not  sold  and  aettied  <m  aeeoant  or  tb« 
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SuTva/a  of  the  Public  Lands. 


[H.  or  B. 


The  umety  of  nil  nev  formed  settlemetits  to  increase 
their  numbers  is  very  great;  and  that  anxiety  not  being 
gratified,  and  suffering  onder  the  inconveniences  incident 
to  a  new  country,  they  become  greatly  dissatisfied,  and 
charge  the  whole  &ult  to  the  Qoremment.  Hence  the 
agitation  that  is  constantly  kept  up  on  tldi  subject  in  the 
new  States,  and  the  lugh  toned  pretenaom  of  HUnois  in 
particular,  about  the  right  of  property.  We  are  now  call- 
ed upon  to  add  to  and  aj^ravate  this  distressing  state  of 
things,  by  surveying  four  thousand  six  hundred  townships 
more,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  three  millions  of 
acres,  at  an  expense  of  a  million  of  dollars.  The  appro- 
priation proposed  in  the  bill  will  survey  twelre  milTuHiB  of 
them,  and  but  the  etrtering  wedge  of  others  that  are  to 
follow  to  'execute  thii  KKat  project.  Can  any  man  enter- 
tain a  doubt  as  to  the  eiieet  of  uding  to  the  quantity  now 
in  market  die  enormous  amount  of  one  hundred  and  three 
milCons  of  acres? 

It  has  been  already  dhown  that  there  are,now  in  market 
many  millions  which  we  have  no  ability  to  people;  and  is 
it  not  &r  better  that  some  portion  of  toe  vast  regions  noW 
in  muket  shookl  be  ^posed  of  and  settled,  before  we 
bring  any  conriderable  ulditional  quantities  into  market? 
If  any  particular  settiement  s'hould  take  a  <^rection  into 
an  nnsurreyed  region,  Hr.  V.  siud  he  would  survey  and 
bring  it  into  market,  so  that  the  market  might  always  be 
kept  fully  adequate  to  any  demand.  Beyond  that  he 
would  not  go  for  the  present. 

The  quantitjr  of  land  now  in  market  being  far' greater 
than  any  enstmg  demand  for  settlement,  and  of  as  good 
quality  as  any  that  remaioa  to  be  surveyed,  it  follows  as  a 
necessary  cooaequence,  that,  by  increafflng  the  quantity, 
you  do  not  in  reality  open  any  additional  room  for  settle- 
ment; nor  can  you  expect  in  that  way  to  add  a  single  in- 
habitant to  the  aggregate  popuUtion  of  the  new  States. 
All  that  you  can  eflect  by  this  operation,  is,  to  diffuse  our 
population  over  a  greater  re^on  of  country,  where,  in 
point  ftct,  tlie  narseness  u  population  in*  that  already 
settled  is  among  tn%  greatest  evils  it  has  to  overcome. 
He  said  he  most  conscientiously  believed  that  the  vast 
bodies  of  land  that  now  glutted  the  market,  had  depressed 
the  actual  value  of  the  public  domain,  and  of  private 
property,  at  least  fifty  per  cent  below  what  it  would  have 
been  if  a  proper  regard  liad  been  paid  in  adjusting  the 
supply  to  the  demand;  while  he  did  not  believe  the  ag- 
gregate population  of  the  country  n  any  greater  than  it 
would  have  been  by  keeping  the  market  always  fully  sup- 

Slied,  without  going  materially  beyond  that  point.  The 
undred  millions  now  proposed  to  be  prepared  for  sale 
must  inevitably  produce  still  greater  depresnon.  In  botli 
public  and  private  propertj',  to  an  extent  that  no  one  ean, 
with  certainty,  foretell.  The  land  now  in  market  is  diffused 
throughout  all  tiie  new  States  and  Territories.  There  is 
not  one  of  ftem  where  the  quanti^  in  market  is  not  now 
more  than  thirty  times  as  great  aa  we  annual' sales,  and  in 
many  of  them  many  hundred  times  as  great.  And,  uogular 
as  it  may  seem,  where  the  disproportion  is  the  greatest, 
the  call  for  additional  quantities  is  the  inost  urgent. 

The  gentieman  frofn  Arkansas  is  very  anxious  for  this 
appropriation,  and  informs  us  the  settiement  of  that  ter- 
ritory is  retarded  for  want  of  land  in  market.  Now,  it 
appears  that,  so  long  ago  as  1825,  more  than  eleven  mil* 
lions  of  acres  had  been  nirveyed  in  that  territory.  What 
quantihr  had  been  nnee  surveyed,  he  did  no<  knowt  but 
the  entire  amount  of  sales  for  the  last  year  did  not  exceed 
one  thousandth  part  of  the  quantity  surveyed  and  unsold: 
indeed,  the  whole  amount  sold  would  not  make  more  than 
half  a  dozen  good  plantations;  and  the  wliole  sales  ever 
made  there  would  very  little  more  than  pay  the  salaries 
and  expenses  of  making  the  sales,  without  taking  into  the 
account  more  tiian  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  paid  for  the 
mtrveys  already  made.  NotlUngf'oan  show  more  fbrdbly 
than  this  case,  that  it  19  not  ad^tionil  land  thtt  is  wanted) 


but  it  is  people  that  is  wanted,  to  occupy  those  already 
exposed  to  side.  The  gentiemaa  from  Florida  had  also 
expressed  his  anxiety  about  this  appropriation.  In  1825, 
the  amount  surveyed  in  that  territory  was  about  three 
mtUions  of  acres,  and  he  believed  about  the  same  quantity 
had  been  surveyed  within  the  last  five  year^  while  the 
annual  sales  in  that  territory  do  not  amount  to  a  fiftieth 
part  of  that  quantity.  The  same  remarks  were  applicable 
to  Michigan,  and,  in  general,  to  all  the  new  States.  For 
these  reasons,  he  could  not  see  any  necessity  fbr  expend- 
ing a  larger  sum  than  is  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  His  amendment  would  leave  at  the  disposal  of 
the  department,  af^  dischamng  the  arrearues  now  due, 
thir^  thousand  dollars,  whjcS  would  survey  three  milliotti 
of  acres  for  the  current  year,  while  the  sales  will  not  pro- 
bably much  exceed  one  million.  If  we  should  come  rack 
again  to  tfae  old  principle  and  practice  before  the  war, 
from  which  we  have  departed,  and  hereafter  survey  some 
two  or  three  millions  per  annum,  we  should  then  keep 
cons^ntly  on  hand  and  exposed  to  sale  one  hundred  times 
as  much  as  the  annual  demand.  But  in  that  way  we  should 
prevent  thinn  from  growing  worse,  and  avoid  fVirther 
unnecessary  depression  in  the  public  propeny,  or  that  1^ 
individuals.  He  thought  it  to  be  our  duty  to  afford  a  rea. 
Bonable  protection  to  both.  Entertaining  these  opinions, 
he  hoped  the  amendment  of  the  gentieman  from  Virginia 
would  be  adapted. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  lUmoia,  said,  thougli  he  felt  veiy 
anxious  that  an  appropriation  should  be  made  to  cmtinue 
the  surveys  of  the  public  land,  he  had  intended  to  permit 
the  vote  to  be  taken  without  submitting  a  remark,  as  he 
considered  the  requisition  of  the  Treasury.  Department, 
and  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  as  ample  evidence  for  the  House  to  form  their 
judgment  upon;  but,  he  said,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  VinToir]  had  spoken  of  pretensions  set  up  by  Illinois, 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  justify  liim,  he  hoped,  in  troubling 
the  House  with  a  few  remarks  in  reply.  He  aaid  he  had 
heard  nothing  of  Illinois  until  the  gentieman  had  himself 
mentioned  it,  and  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  was  meant 
by  the  gentieraan's  remark.  He  assured  him  that  he 
would  urge  nothing  for  Illinois,  on  this  or  any  other  occa- 
sion, that  was  not  just  and  proper  to  be  granted.  He  said, 
by  the  gentleman's  own  showing,  it  would  be  seen  that 
a  very  large  portion  of  the  State  of  Illincns  was  yet  to  be 
surveyed—only  twenty-seven  out  of  forty  odd  nullions  had 
been  surveyed.  Mr.  D.  spoke  of  tlw  quality  of  the 
kH  and  beauty  of  the  country  in  the  northern  section  of 
Illinois,  and  north  of  it,  and  the  prospect  of  its  immediate 
^ttlement  when  surveyed  and  brought  into  market.  He 
said  there  was  now,  and  had  been  for  several  years,  a 
large  number  of  citizens,  estimated  at  near  ten  thousand, 
residiitg  in  the  northern  part  of  Illinois,  far  beyond  the 
present  Mrveys;  that  an  eqtul  or  ^ater  number  resided 
north  of  the  State,  in  Oie  Northwest  territory,  where  there 
was  not  an  acre  of  public  land  survej'ed.  He  hoped  that 
a  statement  of  these  facts  would  sufncicntly  show  the  ne- 
cessity of  extending  the  surveys  In  Illinois  and  Michigan; 
and  from  statements  he  had  heard  made  by  other  gentle- 
men, it  was  clear  to  his  mind  that  the  necessity  was  equally 

firessing  in  other  sections  of  the  country.  He  said,  if 
iirther  evidence  of  tlie  necessity  of  these  surveys  was 
necessary,  he  could  refer  .the  House  to  several  petitioni 
now  upon  their  files. 

Mr.  D.  said,  the  argument  of  the  gentieman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Virtoit]  in  opposition  to  this  appropriHtion  was  such 
as  he  would  nave  expected  from  the  land  speculator;  and 
if  he  were  permitted  to  make  a  guess,  judging  from  his 
speech  alone,  he  should  say,  that  the  gentleman  was  him- 
self an  extensive  landliulder  or  speculator  in  lands. 

[Mr.  VINTON  here  rose,  and  denied  that  he  was  a  land 
speculator,  or  that  lie  was  the  owner  of  any  quantity  of 
vfiiA  lands.] 
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Duty  on  ^tgtr. 


[Jah.  11, 1831. 


Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
IxndSj  reported  a  bill  "  to  authorize  the  Preadent  of  the 
United  States  to  chan^  the  location  of  the  land  offices 
in  the  United  States."  The  bill  vaa  read  twice,  and  Mr. 
W.  explained  the  object  of  the  committee  in  reporting*  it; 
he  hoped  it  would  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed  to-day  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SEVIER  objected  to  thus  pressing  tlie  bill  throu^ 
tiie  Hoose.  If  the  gentleman  persevered  in  the  course 
he  had  proposed,  he  [Mr.  S.]  should  be  obliged  to  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  WICKLTPFE  aaid  he  had  no  disposition  to  press 
the  Mubjeot  on  the  House 'at  this  time*  and  he  would  more 
its  pot^HHiement  to  thb  day  week. 

The  motitm  prevuled. 

DUTY  ON  SUGAR. 

Mr.  HAYNES,  of  Georpa,  submitted  the  following  re- 
solutSont  and  remarked,  on  offering  it,  that,  as  the  subject  of 
itwuinteresting  to  every  part  of  the  communily,  henoped 
h  would  not  be  denied  the  courtesy  of  a  consideration. 

Baoived,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediencn^  of  reducing  the 
duty  On  brown  sugar  imported  into  the  United  States 
irom  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  inquired  if  a  similar  resolution  had  not 
already  been  offered  at  the  present  session. 

The  SPEAKER  Kplied,  that  there  had  been  so  many 
resolutions  dfered,  he  coold  not  take  it  upon  himself  to 
answer  the  question. 

Mr.  C0ND1CT  demanded  the  question  of  consideration. 

Mr.  HATNES  asked  if  he  could  have  an  opportunity 
to  modify  the  resolution,  before  the  question  of  consdera- 
tion  was  put. 

The  SPEAKER  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  HAYNES  then  modifled  Us  motion,  to  read  as 
follows: 

Wbereai^  without  a  considerable  ^minution  of  revenue, 
the  public  debt  will*  in  a  very  few  years,  be  redeemed  and 
^sGAWged:  And  whereas  the  end  of  republican  govern- 
ment is  the  prosperity  and  luppiness  of  the  people:  And 
whereas  this  end  cannot  be  more  certainly  promoted  than 
by  a  system  of  taxation  which  shall  leave  the  largest  por- 
tion ot  the  products  of  labor  in  the  pockets  of  the  people : 
And  whereas  the  necessaries  of  Ufe  should,  as  ftr  as  prac- 
ticable, be  exempted  from  taxation:  And  whereas  brown 
sugar  has  become  an  article  of  great  and  necessary  con- 
sumption among  all  classes:  And  whereas  the  present 
duty  on  that  article,  imported  from  foreign  cotmlries, 
bears  an  unjust  and  extravagant  proportion  to  tiie  original 
cost  in  forei^  markets;  And  whereas  there  is  good 
reason  to  believe  that  the  tar  collected  by  the  Govern- 
ment, upon  its  importation,  amounting  to  one  million  four 
hundred  and  thirtv-fbur  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  dollars  and  eleven  cents,  is  less  than  half  the  sum 
taken  from  the  pocketo  of  the  people  under  the  operation 
of  the  existing  duty,  the  quantity  manufactured  in  the 
United  States  within  the  year  1830  having  been  estimat- 
ed at  one  hundred  thousand  hogsheads,  equal  to  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  pounds  >t  tliree  cents  per  pound,  pro- 
tecting duty  equal  to  liiree  roillioBS  of  dollars — 

Rciohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
histructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  rediicin)r  the 
duty  on  brown  sugarimpcHted  into  the  United  States  from 
foreign  countries. 

On  this  resolution  Mr.  CONDICT  demanded  the  ques- 
tion of  connderation. 

Mr.  MARTIN  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey,  aitd  others  who  sustained  the  tariff  policy,  were 
detemnned  to  prevent  the  connderation  of  this  subject, 
he  would  suggest  that  their  object  could  be  effected  by 
moving  to  lay  tiie  resolution  on  the  table,  and  printing  it. 
ThatDMlion  would  prevent  discussion,  wlule,  at  the  same 


time,  the  House  and  the  world  would  see  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  resolution*  m  &vor  of  wlueb  they  refused 
to  hear  ft  angle  word. 

Mr.  DENNT  renewed  the  demand  for  the  question  of 
conrideration.  ^ 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  called  fbr  Uie  yns  snd  nays  on 
the  question,  and  they  were  mrdered  by  uie  House.  Being 
taken,  they  stood  as  follows: 

TEAS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Angel,  Archer,  Armstrong,  John  S.  Barbour,  Barnwell, 
Barringer,  Baylor,  Bell,  James  Blur,  John  Blair,  Boon, 
Bont,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Chan- 
cer, Clubome,  Clay,  Coke,  Conner,  Crug,  Crockett, 
Croeheron,  Davenport,  W.  R.  Davis,  Debeny,  Desha, 
DeWitt,  Draper,  Drayton,  DofUey,  ^ril,  Foster,  Gaither, 
Gordon,  Hall,  Halsey,  Mammons,  Harvey,  Haynes,  Hinds^ 
Holland,  Hoffman,  Hubbard,  Jarvis,  Jennings,  Cave  John- 
son,  Perkins  King,  Lamar,  Lea,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Lewis, 
Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Martin,  Thomas  Maxwell,  McCcv, 
McDuffie,  Mclntire,  Mercer,  Mitohell,  fionell,  J^uckdb, 
Patton,  Polk,  Potter,  Rencber,  Roane,  Wm.  B.  She- 
pard,  Aiif.  H.  Shrpperd,  Speight,  Bpri^,  Standefer, 
Wiley  Thompson,  TYezvant,  Tucker,  Yerplanck,  Wavne, 
Weeks,  C.  P.  White,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson— 89.' 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Arnold,  Bailey,  Noyes  Barber,  Bates, 
Bockee,  Burges,  Butman,  Gaboon,  Chilton,  Clark,  Con- 
dict,  Cooper,  Cowles,  Crane,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Daniel,  Denny,  Duncan,  Eager,  Ellsworth,  George  Evans, 
Edward  Everett,  Findlay,  Finch,  Gihnore,  Gorham, 
Green,  Grennell,  Gurley,  Hawkins,  Hemphill,  Hodges, 
Howard,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  Ingeniid]* 
Thomas  Irwin,  W.  W.  Irvin,  Johns,  Richard  M.  Johnscw, 
Kendall,  Kennon,  Kineud,  Adam  King,  Leavitt,  Letper, 
Letcher,  Lyon,  Magee,  Mallary,  Marr,  Martmdnle,  Lewis 
Maxwell,  McCreery,  Muhlenberg,  Overton,  Pearce, 
Pierson,  Ramser,  Reed,  I&chardson,  Rose,  Rusael,  San- 
ford,  Scott,  Sill,  Smith,  Stanbery,  Sterigere,  Stroi^, 
Sutiierhind,  Swann,  Swift,  l^ylor.  Test,  John  ThomsoB, 
Tracy,  Vinton,  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White,  Tanoey, 
Younp.— 85. 

So  the  House  detemnned  to  connder  the  resdution. 

Mr.  HAYNES  then  rose,  and  said  he  was  glad,  notwitli- 
standing  tlie  rule  which,  however  wisely  adopted,  was  in 
its  operation  so  well  calculated  to  bridge  the  liber^  of 
speech,  that  the  House  bad  extended  to  the  resolution 
just  oi^red  the  courtesy  of  conridermtkm.  He  vafc  wtl- 
ling  to  have  rested  the  subject  solely  upon  the  resolution 
first  offered,  and,  but  for  the  apprehension  of  a  refusal  to 
consider  it,  should  not  have  modified  it  by  the  addition  of 
the  preamble.  Biit,  as  the  House  had,  somewhat  unex- 
pectedly, afforded  him  the  opportunity  of  presenting  a, 
few  observations  to  its  attention,  he  would  not  permit  that 
opportonity  to  pass  away  wholly  unimproved  by  bin). 
when  ho  had  the  honor  to  brii^  this  subject  to  the  con- 
nderation of  the  House  at  an  early  day  of  the  present 
sesmon,  he  had  extended  his  propontion  to  the  whole 
class  of  sugars,  because,  whether  they  had  been  imposed 
for  the  ptirposc  of  revenue  or  protection,  he  thought  the 
time  had  arrived  when  the  duties  ought  to  be  entirely 
abolished.  But,  in  introducing  the  subject  thus  broadly, 
he  did  not  eonwder  'that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  would  be  necessarily  restricted  in  their  inquiry  to 
the  mere  question  of  repnl;  but  if,  tn  their  wisdom,  U 
should  be  determined  tlist  a  partial  reduction  of  the  du- 
ties was  all  the  exigencies  of  the  country  would  permit, 
they  would  be  authorized  to  go  so  far,  and  no  fcrther. 
For  his  part,  he  had  formerly  believed,  he  now  believed, 
and  ever  should  believe,  that  the  true  end  of  Govern- 
ment was  the  happineas  and  prosperity  of  the  people; 
and  for  the  furtherance  of  this  end,  it  was  essential  that 
the  necessaries  of  life  should  be  subjected  to  the  smalleat 
amount  taxation  which  the  public  exigencies  would 
permit. 
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Whaterer  rn«ht  have  been  the  original  use  of  Ae  iirtt- 
cle  of  sug&r — if  it  was  first  m  medicine,  mi  then  a  luxu- 
ry— it  had  become  an  article  of  essential  necessity,  as 
WM  proren  by  the  estimated  consumption  of  the  pret«it 
year,  at  one  nundred  and  fifty  millions  of  pounds.  Nor 
in  this  character  is  its  use  confined  to  any  particular  or 
fitTfnrd  class  of  the  community,  but  runs  through  erery 
degree  and  condition  in  life^  Nor  ia  it  any  answer  to 
this  assertion  to  say,  that  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars  of  rerenue  has  been  denved  from  their  con- 
Bumptitm  within  the  years  1815  t«1829,  inclunve.  And 
here  be  would  remartc,  that,  notwithstanding  the  laws  of 
the  conntiy  are  aecesnble  to  all,  it  ia  important  Hat  the 
public  mina  ahoiUd  be  enh^itened  upon  the  existing  tax 
im  sugar.  Bat,  befi>re  proceeding  further  with  the  sub- 
ject, ne  would  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  how  much  so- 
ever gentlemenmiglit  sneer  at  the  proportion,  that,  under 
our  system  of  revenue,  the  taxes  are  pud  by  the  pro* 
ducers,  no  proposition  was,  to  his  mind,  more  clear  and 
andemiible,  as  consumption  must  necessarily  be  regulated 
by  production.  By  an  examination  of  thetarifi'of  1816, 
and  reference  to  the  annual  reports  from  tits  Treasury 
Department  upon  tlw  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
United  States  nnce  that  period,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  duties  imposed  upon  the  impart  of  lump  and  refined 
sugars  and  sugkr  candy  had  amounted  to  prohibition! 
thus  effectually  depriving  the  consumer  of  any  choice 
whatsoever  between  the  foreign  and  domestic  articles. 
Not  is  tlus  all;  for  inasmnehas  ths  eonsumptioa  of  brown 
sugar  ambnrthe  poorer  dames  is  much  greater  in  pro- 
portion to  their  means  ttian  among  the  wealthy,  the  tax 
nUa  most  heavily  on  those  who  are  least  able  to  bear  it. 
And  here  be  would  take  the  occamcm  to  remark,  that,  al- 
though be  still  entertuned  the  opinion,  und«!r  theinfluence 
of  whicb  lua  resolutioil  of  the  13th  of  December  was 
offered,  the  advice  of  friends,  and  the  hope,  of  a  more  fa- 
vorable consideratioi^  bad  induced  lum  to  narrow  that 
reaolatioD  to  its  present  shape.  But  who  seeks  for  tiie 
repeal  or  reduction  of  taxes?  Not  the  ree«ver,  but  the 
payer  of  taxea. 

He  r^retted  that  he  had  no  specific  information  as  to 
the  price  of  sugar  in  foreign  countries  when  the  tariff  of 
1794  was  imposed.  But,  if  he  had  been  correctly  in* 
formed,  the  foreign  cost  of  brown  sugar  imported  into 
tlus  country  at  that  period  was  not  less  than  eight  to  ten 
cents  per  pound,  if  this  be  true,  it  is  the  obvious  infer- 
ence Uiat  Government  did  not  then  intend,  by  a  tariff  of 
two  cents  per  pound,  to  impose  a  duty  which  should  ope- 
rate as  more  than  twenty  or  twenty-hv6  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem on  the  original  coat  of  the  article.  But,  as  the 
foreign  cost  has  connderably  declined  nnce  that  period, 
thereby  increasing  the  relation  of  the  duty  to  such  cost, 
if  the  duty  of  1794  had  not  been  increased  by  the  act  of 
1816,  it  would  now  openiB  at  the  rate  of  rorty  to  fifty 
or  aaxj  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  the  original  foreign  coat. 
But,  by  Turing  the  duty,  in  1816,  to  three  cents  per  pound 
on  brown  sugar,  its  ad  valorem  operation  is  tiU  greater, 
beinp  not  less  than  one  hundred  per  cent.  In'the  di»- 
eusnon  of  this  subject,  we  mi(^t  be  told  that  the  ave- 
rage price  of  sugar  bad  declined  in  consequence  of  its 
manuButure  in  ttua  country,  and,  therefore,  sound  policy 
requires  the  continuance  of  the  present  duty.  If  gen- 
tlemen would  take  the  trouble  to  inform  themselves  on 
thia  aubject,  he  was  satisfied  tiiey  would  find  that  such 
an  assertion  was  wholly  without  foundation.  For  his  part, 
he  had  been  at  some  pains  to  obtun  information,  the  result 
of  which  was,  that  the  price  of  sugar  imported  into  Eng- 
land, from  the  year  1814  to  1833,  incluinve,  had  under- 
gone an  astonislung  diminution,  no  part  of  which  could 
be  ascribed  to  its  manufacture  in  this  country.  By  a  re- 
ference to  a  statiAical  work  on  the  population  and  re- 
sources of  Great  Britain,  which  he  unI  examined,  it 
would  be  found  ibtA  the  average  price     brown  sugar 


imported  into  England,  in  the  former  year,  was  sevens- 
three  shilUngs  snd  four  pence  one  farthing  the  hundred 
weight,  and,  in  the  latter  year,  but  thirty-one  shillings  and 
one  farthing.  Surely  thia  could  not  be  ascribed  to  its 
manuftcture  here.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  the  price  of 
either  year  depended  U|X>n  astinted  aappFy  in  the  one,  or 
an  ezcesrive  importation  in  the  othea-,  as  a  conriderable 
surplus  was  exported  in  each. 

And  here  he  woidd  repeat,  substantially,  what  was  sud 
during  the  diseuswon  of  the  E^ast  India  sugar  duty  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  1823^  by  the  late  Mr.  Hiwkiason, 
one  of  the  most  able  and  practical  statesmen  Eneland  has 
ever  produced,  and  whose  death  may  well  be  lamented  , 
in  that  country  as  a  great  public  calami^,  that,  wbenever 
there  is  an  excess  of  import  over  consumption,  the  price 
of  the  article  must  be  regulated  by  the  markets  of  the 
world.    He  said,  that  a  propontion  of  such  obvious  truth 
did  not  require  the  «d  of  illustration  or  ar^ment  from 
him.    Not  only  had  the  British  market  exercised  an  influ- 
ence on  the  price  of  the  article,  but  the  French  market 
also.    And  here  he  was  not  prepared  to  speak  so  defi- 
nitely as  to  the  price  in  France,  as  he  had  done  of  Eng- 
land.  Nor  was  it  important  for  him  to  do  so,  as  the  in- 
fluence exercised  by  the  French  market  on  the  price  of 
sugar  originated  principally  from  the  partial  excluMon  of 
the  article.    It  must  be  well  known  to  every  member  of 
this  Housei  that,  during  the  wars  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion, the  sugar  colonies  of  France  were  cut  off  from  the 
mother  country,  and  that  although  the  commerce  be- 
tween those  colonies  and  the  mother  counti^  entered  for 
several  years  very  largely  into  (he  Amencan  carrying 
trade,  yet  the  interpolations  of  national  law,  brought  to 
operate  upon  neutrals  by  the  principal  belligerents,  at 
length  destroyed  that  trade  entirely.    Accustomed  to  the 
use  of  sugar,  the  French  people  were  not  willing  to  fore- 
go this  necessary  article  of  consumption,  and  their  inge- 
nuity soon  furnished  a  substitute  in  the  sugar  extracted 
fn»n  the  beet.    The  culture  of  the  beet,  aiul  the  extrac- 
tion of  sugar  from  it,  had  grown  to  such  an  extent  before 
the  general  pacification  of  Europe  in  1816,  that  the  Go- 
vernment-imposed a  hig^i  duty  on  foreign  sugar  for  the 
protection  of  the  domestic.    This  system  had  not  been 
abandoned  since  the  recovery  of  the  French  sugar  colo- 
nies in  the  West  Indies.    Thus  it  was  probable  that  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  sugar  manulitctured  in  those 
colonies  was  necessarily  thrown  upon  the  great  market  of 
the  worid.   He  said,  if  the  Acts  and  inferences  upon  which 
he  had  thrown  himself,  were  true,  and  he  did  not  tliink 
they  could  be  successfully  controverted,  the  price  of  sugar 
ariMng  fhnn  its  manufacture  in  this  country,  so  fiir  from 
regulating,  had  been  regulated  by  the  markets  of  the 
world.    But,  before  dismissing  this  branch  of  the  sublet, 
he  would  observe,  that  the  price  ot  sugar  in  the  Englnh 
market  could  not  have  been  influenced  by  any  variation  of 
the  duty,  as  that  fluctuated  between  twen^-seven  and  thirty 
shillings  the  hundred  weight,  making  a  difference  of  hut 
three  shillings  the  hundred  weight  between  any  two  jrears 
of  the  periM  to  which  he  had  referred-    Nor  can  it  be 
doubted  that  the  high  duty  in'Great  Britain  considerably 
lessens  the  amount  of  sugar  consumed  there,  and  particu- 
larly in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  thus  leaving  a  much  larger 
quantity  for  the  supply  of  other  markets,  and  conse- 
quently lowering  its  price  in  those  markets.    But  we 
might  derive  instruction  on  this  subject,  by  a  reference 
to  the  treasury  reports  upon  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  this  country  from  1821  to  1829,  inclumve. 
During  that  whole  period,  it  would  be  found  that  the 
foreign  cost  of  brown  sugar  imported  into  the  United 
States  had  not  varied  more  than  about  half  a  cent  per 
pound,  and  that  not  by  a  uniformly  declining  price.  Nor 
will  it  fail  to  be  observed,  upon  an  examination  of  the 
reports  referred  to,  that  the  importation  of  brown  sugar 
paying  duty,  was  greater  in  1^9  than  a\  1831,  and  not 
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much  less  than  the  tvera^  annual  importation  of  tlie 
whole  period.  Nor  might  it  be  improper  for  him  here  to 
remark,  that  then  was  a  considerable  annual  exportation 
with  the  benefit  of  drawback  from  1831  to  1839,  inelunve. 
If  it  could  be  necessary  for  him  to  go  furtheF  to  account 
for  the  gradual  decline  in  the  price  of  augar  throughout 
the  commercial  world  within  the  last  fifteen  years,  it  would 
be  sufficient  to  advert  to  the  targe  amount  of  labor  re- 
leased from  the  purposes  of  war  about  the  commencement 
of  that  period,  and  the  consequent  diminution  of  its  value 
in  all  the  productions  of  human  industry.  But,  as  the 
kindness  of  a  friend  had  furnished  him  with  the  means 
of  dfnn(f  to  since  Uie  commeneement  of  his  remarks,  he 
would  state  some  ad^imal  fticts  bearing  upon  the  pro- 
bable causes  of  the  diminished  price  of  sugar  within  the 
last  few  years.  He  bad  brought  down  the  price  of  sugar 
imported  into  Great  Britain  to  the  year  1823,  and  was 
now  prepared  to  trace  it  to  1628,  at  the  close  of  wiiicli 
it  wfs  twenty-seven  ^iHin|^  the  hundred  weight  Nor 
was  this  oiscanoned  by  diminished  duty-r-the  du^  having 
been  permanently  fixed  at  twenty-scTen  shillings  the  hun- 
dred weight,  or  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds.  He 
was  also  prepared  to  state  specifically  the  effect  which 
the  protection  afforded  in  Prance  to  sugar  extracted  from 
the  beet  had  produced  on  the  consumption  nf  West  In- 
dia sugar  in  tnat  country  in  the  year  1827 — tlie  con- 
sumption amounting,  in  a  population  exceeding  thirty 
millions,  to  no  more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  mil- 
liontf  of  pounds.  But,  when  we  connder  that  tiie  whole 
consumption  of  sugar  in  France,  and  the  British  empire 
-  in  Europe,  equals  six  hundred  millions  of  pounds  annu- 
ally, (the  consumption  of  England  alone,  in  1823,  having 
been  estimated  by  ilr.  Huskisson  at  three  hundred  and 
sixty  millions,)  and  reflect  on  the  immense  additional 
quantity  necessary  to  supnly  all  the  countries  of  tlie  world 
which  consume  tlie  article,  it  must  be  manifest,  tliat  its 
roaoufiuituTe  in  the  United  States  exercises  a  very  insen- 
mble,  if  any,  influence  on  its  price  either  at  home  or 
abroad.  But  our  'own  commercial  history  furnishes  an 
instance  of  the  decline  in  the  price  of  brown  sugar  within 
a  few  years,  as  remarkable  as  any  that  has  been  men- 
tioned, and  that,  too,  without  any  possible  reference  to  its 
manufacture  in  this  country.  If  gentlemen  will  examine 
the  prices  current  of  Philadelphia  for  the  years  1804  to 
1807,  inchuave,  they  will  find  that,  from  June  of  the  for- 
mer to  the  tame  tnontli  of  the  latter  year,  the  price  de- 
clined from  twelve  and  one-half  to  nine  cents  per  peund, 
and  that,  too,  at  a  period  when  our  foreign  relations  with 
,the  most  powerful  maritime  nation  in  tlte  wo^ld  threatened 
serious  interruption  to  our  foreign  trade,  and  consequently 
a  diminished  import  of  sugar.  He  said,  that  a  strong 
additional  argument  against  the  presumption  that  the 

Srice  of  brown  sugar  in  dther  countries  had  been  iii- 
uenced  by  the  manuftcture  of  that  article  in  this,  was, 
that  tlic  price  of  white  clayed  mgar,  an  article  not  (rf* 
American  manufacture,  had  experienced  a  corresponding 
decline.  He  had  ascertained  by  an  examination  of  the 
Philadelphia  prices  current,  from  1803  to  1807,  inclusive, 
that,  in  the  former  year,  this  article  was  quoted  in  tliat 
market  at  seventeen  and  one-half  cents  per  pound,  and 
in  the  latter  at  but  thirteen  and  one-hal£  a  difference  of 
fbur  cents  per  pound  in  the  short  period  of  four  years. 
And  although  he  had  no  means  oi  ascertaining  the  cost 
in  the  foreign  market,  it  could  but  be  presumed  to  have 
been  considerably  higher  than  the  average  of  the  six 
years  ending  with  1829,  within  which,  notwithstanding 
there  was  some  variation  in  the  prices  of  different  years, 
he  did  not  believe  the  average  would  be  found  to  exceed 
seven  and  one-half  cents  per  potmd.  As  the  operation 
<^  a  part  of  the  system  of  duties  on  sugars,  he  would 
state  what  he  hid  no  doubt  was  true,  that,  In  some  instances^ 
much  more  drawback  had  been  allowed  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  refined  sugar,  tbao  the  doty  prerioosly  paid  on 


the  raw  sugar  from  which  it  was  made.  In  fact,  that  the 
article  alluded  to  as  thus  receiving  drawback,  was  not 
worth  the  average  price  of  browii  sugar,  and  that  littl^ 
if  any,  loss  of  quantity  had  probably  been  suihuncd  by 
converting  the  one  into  the  other.  This,  he  aud,  be  un- 
derstood, had  undergone  judicial  investigation,  and  the 
court  had  been  compelled  to  decide  that  the  article  came 
within  the  technical  meaning  of  refined  sitgar,  under  the 
law.  But,  although  this  was  an  abuse,  he  would  not  leave 
the  subject  without  a  passing  notice  of  the  protection 
afforded  to  tona  fide  refiners  of  sugar  in  this  country.  By 
the  tariff*  of  1816,  the  duty  on  refined  sugar  imported 
tntothisconntryis  twclvecents  per  pound.  Hebelievcd 
that  one  hundred  and  seventy  pounds  of  raw  sunr  were 
generally  estinuted  as  equal  to,  or  sufficient  for,  tpe  manu- 
facture of  one  hundred  pounds  of  refined. 

He  did  not  know  precisely  how  it  was  estimated  in  this 
country.  He  knew  that  this  was  considered  to  be  the 
standard  in  Great  Britain,  and,  as  he  understood  five  cents 
per  ponnd  to  be  the  drawback  allowed  on.  the  exportation 
of  American  refined  sugar,  presumed  the  Enni^  and 
American  standard  did  not  materially  varj'.  What,  then, 
said  he,  is  the  consequence*  That  the  refiner  of  lugaP 
in  this  country  receives  a  drawback  to  the  whole  amount 
of  duty  on  wliat  he  exports,  and  a  protecting  duty  of 
seven  cents  the  pound  on  all  that  is  consumed  in  the 
country;.  lie  did  not  pretend  to  know  what  is  the  cost  of 
refining,  but,  to  bis  nund,  the  tax  appeared  to  be  enor- 
mously disproportioned  to  the  value  of  the  article  upon 
which  it  is  laid.  But,  in  discussing  this  subject,  it  is 
necessary  that  we  consider  its  influence  uptHi  some  of 
the  various  and  important  interests  of  tlie  country.  Wfi 
have  been  told  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his 
annual  report  upon  the  finances,  that  the  navigation  of 
the  country  is  in  a  most  languishing  condition.  This  must 
be  manifest,  if  we  look  at  the  dimini^ed  value  of  our  ex- 
ports and  imports  within  the  last  five  years.  If  he  was 
not  mistaken,  tiiough  he  liad  not  very  recently  examined 
the  subject,  lie  beheved  that  both  exports  and  imports 
had  declined  in  annual  value  within  that  period  about 
thirty  millions  of  dollars  each.  He  said,  although,  for  his 
part,  he  had  no  doubt  the  evil  just  adverted  to  had  a 
much  deeper  root,  he  was  prepared  to  believe,  and  did 
believe,  that  a  due  proportion  of  the  depresnon  under 
whidi  American  navigatioi\  now  languialies,  msy  be  justly 
attributed  to  the  restriction  imposed  by  tlie  existing  duty 
on  sugar,  upon  our  intercourse  with  sugar-making  coun- 
tricsf  and  for  evidence  of  the  partial  effects  of  these 
restrictions  on  Alheiican  trade  and  navigation,  be  would 
refer  gentlemen  to  the  correspondence  between  General 
Voii  Scholteii,  the  special  mmister  from  Penmark,  and 
the  Secretary  of  State,  which  had  lately  been  communi- 
cated by  the  Prcudent  to  Coi^grt  ss,  and  printed  by  order 
of  the  House.  He  had  not  troubled  the  House  with  the 
inquiry  whether  the  duty  imposed  by  the  act  cf  1816 
was  intended  for  revenue  or  protection,  or  partly  for  both. 
This  was  unnecessary,  as  he  bad  expi-essed  tlie  opinion 
at  the  outset,  that  whether  dewgned  for  the  one  or  the 
other,  repeal  or  reduction  was  now  necessary.  In  invet- 
tigating  the  effect  of  this  duty  on  American  navigation, 
he  had  looked  over  a  part  of  the  annual  report  on  ccm- 
merce  and  navigation  for  tlie  year  1839,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertuning  the  true  state  of  the  matter.  Upon  a 
careful  examination,  be  had  found,  that,  although  our  ex- 
ports for  lltatyeartothe  Swedish,  Danisli,  Dului,  Biitisb, 
and  French  West  Indies,  British  American  colonics, 
Cuba,  other  Spanish  colonies,  Brazil,  and  the  West  In- 
dies general'y,  amoimled  to  fifteen  million  three  hundred 
and  two  thousand  and  eighteen  dollars,  yet  the  imports 
amounted  to  no  more  than  tAcIve  ndUion  nx  hundred 
and  serenty-lbur  thousand  three  hiuidred  and  fonj'-two 
doUara,  shomng  an  excess  of  exports  over  importt  of*  two 
nullion  nx  hundred  and  twenty-seren  thousand  eight 
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hundred  «nd  serentv-Mx  dolUn.  Am  the  viiue  of  the 
exports  VM  eatkuted  in  the  home  imrlcet,  and  of  importi 
in  the  fbreigrn,  it  is  difficuk  to  recondle  the  ezcets  of  the 
fbrmer  over  the  htter,  upon  any  principle  conmtent  with 
profitable  trade.  But  the  subject  seems  to  present  further 
illustration  when  we  compare  the  amount  of  tonnage 
enfpf^  in  this  buuness,  which  entered  and  departed 
within  the  same  period.  This  compaiiion  shows  an  ex- 
cess of  seventy  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty  tons  of 
•hipping  departed,  oyer  that  which  entered  dunng  that 
rear.  He  had  not  attempted  an  accurate  estimate  of  the 
nveigu  tonnage  engird  in  this  trade  within  the  period 
under  consideration,  but  did  not  believe  it  would  materially 
rar^  the  result.  But,  if  we  include  the  trade  with  Hayti, 
which  shows  a  connderable  balance  of  imports  over  ex- 
poitsb  it  will  reduce  the  general  balance  against  us  to  but 
Uttle  leas  than  two  millions  of  d<^rs.  He  sud,  further 
comment  on  this  subject  could  not  be  ncceuanr.  And 
here  he  said  he  could  but  regret  that  the  infonnation 
called  for  by  an  honorable  member  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  CoirsBR,]  atthe  last  ses«on  of  Congress,  and  that 
which  had  been  called  for  by  a  resolution  wiuch  was 
offered  by  himself  miice  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
•ent,hadnot  yet  beenreccired  from  the  Treamiry  Depart- 
ment. And  althoiqrh  he  came  not  here  as  the  euUMRSt  of 
any  man,  itwonld  Mcome  him  to  say,  that  if  the  intorma- 
tion  sought  for  bytheresolutions'to  which  he  had  alluded, 
had  been  within  the  power  of  the  able  and  diligent  head 
of  that  department,  he  had  no  doubt  it  would,  before 
now,  have  been  communicated  to  this  House.  He  re- 
gretted the  absence  of  this  information,  particularly  as 
ve  are  without  any  specific  data  upon  which  to  estimate 
the  amount  of  capital  employed  in  the  culture  of  tlie  cane 
Mid  the  mana&cture  of  su^ar  in  tliii  counby,  «nd  the 
nnnual  profit  which  Haffords.  It  has.been  stated  tliat  the 
quantity  manu&ctured  in  this  country  in  the  year  1830 
amounts  to  one  hundred  thousand  hogsheads,  or  one 
hundred  millions  of  pounds.  Assuming  the  amount  im- 
ported in  1829  as  the  standard  of  importation  of  1830, 
and  it  may  be  taken  fi>r  granted  that  the  consumption  of 
the  present  year  cannot  fall  short  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
BulBons  of  pounds.  If  this  estimate  be  correct,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  arrive  at  the  amount  of  contribution  levied 
upon  the  whole  mass  of  consumers  by  the  operation  of 
the  present  unequal  and  most  burdensome  tax  on  this 
article.  In  his  view  of  the  subject,  there  was  no  doubt 
the  consumers  were  (axed  at  the  rate  of  three  cents  per 
pound  upon  the  whole  consumption  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  mtuions,  making  an  aggregate  of  four  millions  and  a 
half  of  dollara  for  the  present  year;  thus  showing  that 
tiiis  tax,  which  carries  into  the  treasury  but  one  million 
and  a  half  of  dollars,  puts  the  sum  of  three  nUUions  into 
the  pockets  of  the  American  manufacturers  of  brown 
sugar.  If  he  should  be  asked  how  he  arrived  at  this  con- 
cluuon,  he  would  answer,  that  he  had  been  informed,  and 
did  not  believe  the  fact  could  be  controverted,  that  tlie 
difference  between  the  short  price  and  the  long  price  of 
tagur  in  our  greatest  commercial  city  was  nrecisely  the 
amount  of  the  duty  of  three  cents  per  pouna. 

As  Ms  remarks  might,  perchance,  attract  the  notice  of 
other  eyes  than  those  of  commercial  men,  he  would  state, 
that  the  short  price  was  the  price  without  the  duty,  and 
the  lon^  price  the  price  including  the  duty.  So  that,  as 
no  foreign  sugar  regularly  imported  can  be  consumed  in 
the  country  without  paying  the  long  price,  the  duty  is 
necessarily  pud  on  all  so  constmied.  It  nught  be  object- 
ed, thatdotnestic  sugar  is  lower  in  the  market  of  Kew 
Orleans  than  the  average  price  of  fbreign  sugar  in  the 
Atlantic  cities  on  which  duQr  has  been  paid;  but  he  ap- 
prehended no  ceential  difference  will  be  foimd  between 
the  prices  of  the  foreign  and  domestic  articles  in  the 
Atlantic  eitiea  above  referred  to.  And  he  has  been  in- 
Ibrmed,  and  believes,  that  fbreign  sugar  at  the  short 


price,  or  duty  off*,  can,  at  the  present  moment,  be  bought 
at  a  oonsidertbly  lower  price  in  our  Northern  market^ 
than  the  domestic  in  the  market  of  New  Orleans.   If  tlua 

be  the  fiict,  would  not  the  article,  if  the  duty  should  be 
materially  reduced,  come  as  cheaply  from  the  West  In- 
dies, or,  indeed,  more  so,  than  from  New  Orleans?  But, 
in  ^e  remarks  which  he  had  submitted  upon  the  sub- 
ject as  connected  with  the  navigation  of  the  country,  be 
had  not  adverted  to  the  recent  reeoveTy  of  tiMB  direct 
trade  with  the  British  West  India  idands.  He  couU  not 
speak  advisedly  on  the  subject,  but  bad  no  doubt  a  re- 
duction of  the  du^  on.  brown  sugar  would  have  a  most 
salutary  influence  on  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
this  acqui^tion. 

But,  in  advocating  the  reduction  of  this  duty,  it  was 
not  to  be  coiiridered  that  he  looked  to  that  reduction  as 
likely  to  destroy,  or  essentially  diminish,  the  manufiicture 
of  brown  su^  in  this  country.  The  enormous  profits 
which  he  believed  were  now  reaped  by  persons  engaged 
in  this  manu&cture,  might  well  bear  seqie  reduction — 
and,  when  we  consider  me  languishing  condition  of  other 
agricultural  pursuits,  ought  to  be  made  to  bear  it.  What 
is  the  general  condition  of  agriculture  throughout  the 
country,  it  is  not  necessary  to  state,  nor  the  large  jwrtion 
of  our  people  who  derive  their  subsistence  from  its  bard 
earntnfp).  He  must  win  express  his  regret  for  the  want 
of  more  specific  inrarmatioii  on  the  subject.  In  the 
absence  of  such  information,  be  must  rely  upon  an  esti- 
mate of  the  sum  necessary  to  purchase  and  supply  witfi 
the  necessary  stock,  mactunery,  and  subMstence,  for  one 
year,  a  plantation  for  sixty  hands,  and  the  probable  pro- 
duct of  their  labor,  as  a  standard  of  tiie  profits  of  this 
pursuit.  The  estimate  he  would  first  offer  was  one  nld 
to  have  been  made  by  an  individual  who  has  had  some 
practical  acquaintance  with  the  buunesa,  as  conducted  in 
one  of  the  sugar  colonies  of  France.  He  said  be  did  not 
intend  to  rely  solely  on  thiaestimate;  but.  after  presenting 
it,  he  would  ofli^r  others  to  the  notice  of  the  House, 
which,  he  was  persuaded,  would  be  found  not  to  present 
a  picture  too  favorable  to  the  manufikcturer  of  brown 
sugar  in  this  oouutiY.  The  estimate  to  which  he  had 
referred,  puts  down  the  wxty  bands  at  an  average  of  three 
hundred  diollars,  makinguiaggrcgate  of  eighteen  thousand 
dollars.  Five  hundfed  acres  of  land  at  ten  dollars  per 
acre,  five  thousand  dollarsi  dwelling,  negro,  and  other 
houses,  works,  tools,  steam  engine,  be.  at  twenty-three 
thousand  doUars{  one  year's  subsistence,  including  ind- 
dental  expenses,  at  four  thousand  dollars — making  a  total 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Taking  the  quantity  of  land 
cultivated  in  cane  at  three  hundred  acres,  and  the  average 
product  of  sugar  at  twelve  huitdred  and  fifty  pounds  per 
acre,  will  be  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand 
pounds.  The  quantity  of  mtdasses  at  eighty-foup  gallons 
per  acre,  will  be  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  gallons  of  molasses.  Estimating  the  sugar  at  five 
cents  the  pound,  and  the  molasses  at  fifteen  cents  the 
galloi)*  the  grots  revenue  will  be  twenty-two  thousand 
five  hdndied  dollar^  from  which  deduct  tliree  thousand 
dollara  for  yearly  expensex,  anil  it  will  leave,  of  nett  in- 
come, nineteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  or  about 
thirty-nine  per  cent  upon  the  whole  investment.  Mr.  H. 
said,  although  Uie  estimated  average  value  of  alavcs  in 
other  SUtes  might  seem  to  justify  the  average  assumed 
for  the  gang  of  sixty,  yet,  as  the  estimate  loif^t,  by  some, 
be  c«indered  too  low  for  Louiwana,  he  would  add  ten 
thousand  dollara  to  Uie  estimated  cost  of  the  establishment; 
and  then,  assuming  the  same  annual  product  from  it,  if 
lie  had  made  no  mistake  in  the  calculaUoi),  the  nett  profit 
would  exceed  thir^-two  per  cent.  But  suppose  we  set 
down  the  capital  invested  at  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, in;tead  of  fifty,  and  calculate  upon  the  same  product, 
tbe  profit  will  be  near  twenty  per  cent  j  and  if  we  add 
half  a  cent  per  pound  to  the  estimated  value  of  the  sugar, 
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(and  he  had  been  infonned  that  the  last  advices  from  New 
Orleans  placed  it  at  that  sum,)  the  profit,  takin^f  the 
whole  cost  of  the  establishment  at  one  tiundred  thousand 
dollars,  would  exceed  twenty  per  centum  per  annum. 
But,  suppose  the  medium  sum  of  aeven^'^Te  tbounnd 
dollars  be  taken  asthe  cost  of  the  plantation,  hands, 
and  estimate  the  product  at  four  thousand  pounds  to  the 
hand,  and  he  would  venture  the  decided  opiraon  that  the 
hands  actually  emplc^ed  do  not  fall  below  that  avenge, 
eatintiatinjf  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty  thotuand 
pounds  at  sugar  at  fira  and  a  half  cents  per  pound* 
twenty  thousand  one  hundred  aitd  «xty  gallons  of  mo> 
lasses  at  fifteen  cents  per  gallon,  and  the  result  is  the 
gross  sum  of  sixteen  tnousarvd  two  hundred  and  twen^- 
four  dollars,  which,  allowing  four  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  dollars  for  annual  expenses,  leaves 
twelve  thousand  dollars  clear  profit,  or  uxteen  per  cent, 
per  annum. 

Where  is  the  agriculturist,  engaged  in  any  other  branch 
of  this  widely  ^ermfied  pumut,  who  realises  one-third 
of  this  profit  from  the  t»pital  and  kbw  which  he  em- 
ploys? Surely  not  the  grain  grower,  of  whose  limited 
market  and  scanty  profits  we  have  heard  so  much;  and 
as  surely  not  the  tobacco  or  cotton  grower,  who,  with  so 
much  difficulty,  brings  the  two  sides  of  the  leger  to  meet. 
He  said  be  baud  no  practical  information  on  this  aubject, 
but,  from  what  he  nad  beard  upon  authority  he  did  not 

SLiestion,  two  thousand  pounds  of  sugar  had  b«cn  manu- 
ictured  from  an  acre  of  cane,  in  one  of  the  southern 
counties  of  Georgia,  and  he  haid  understood  that  a  like 
quantity  had  bren  manufactured  by  tome  individual  in 
Florida,  mnce  the  commencement  of  the  present  winter. 
But  why  go  further  into  detail  on  this  subject?  If  his  cal- 
culations were  to  be  relied  on,  and  he  bad  little  doubt  that 
some  one  of  them  might  be,  the  result  is,  that  the  manu- 
fiioture  of  brown  sugar  can  be  profitably  prosecuted  in 
tfus  country  without  the  aid  of  a  protecting  dut^. 

But  let  urview  the  subject  somewhat  more  m  the  ag- 
gre^te.  If  one  thousand  pounds  of  sugar  to  the  acre  be 
a  fair  average,  and,  if  it  varies  from  the  truth,  he  believed 
it  was  below  itj  and  if  a  hand  can  manage  five  acres,  and 
he  beheved,  from  hisgeneralknowle<^  of  Southern  a^- 
culture  in  relation  to  articles  requiring  nmilar  cultivation 
to  the  augar  cane,  he  can  do  no,  we  arrive  at  the  conclu- 
sion, that  the  land  cultivated  in  cane  dees  not  exceed,  and 
probably  falls  below,  one  hundred  thousand  acres,  and 
the  hands  cultivating  it  cannot  exceed  twenty-five,  and 
probably  do  not  number  more  than  twenty  thousand. 
Taking  then  the  whole  product  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty,  at  one  hundred  millions  of  pounds  of  sugar,  and 
tlie  molasses  he  sliould  not  estimate,  because  he  nad  un- 
derstopd  it  would  cover  the  annual  expenses  of  the  plan- 
tation on  which  it  was  made,  at  leart,  the  expenses  of 
cultivation — and  the  value  of  the  sugar  amounts  to  five 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars  at  New  Orleans,  and  proba- 
bly ta'o  millions,  or  two  and  a  half  more  before  it  gets 
into  the  general  consumption  of  the  country.  If  we 
divide  the  five-  millions  and  a  half  between  twenty 
thousand  hands,  the  distributive  amount  to  each  is  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars.  If  a  like  distribution 
be  made  between  twenty-five  thousand,  it  is  two  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars  each.  Then  is  tt  just,  is  it  reasonable, 
that  the^ whole  agriculture  of  the  country  should  be  bur- 
dened by  a  tax  of  four  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars? — for 
if  the  million  and  a  half  now  received  as  revenue  can  be 
dispensed  with,  and  by  its  repeal  the  country  would  be 
relieved  from  an  additional  levy  of  three  millions  now  pud 
to  the  sugar  manufacturers,  the  whole  tax  may  now  be 
considereu  as  operating  fur  their  benefit — that  the  hands 
employed  in  manufacturing  brown  sugar  in  this  country 
may  earn  for  their  employers  the  annual  return  of  from 
two  hundred  and  twenty  to  two  hundred  and  aeventy-fire 


dollars  for  the  labor  of  each,  exclusive  of  the  value  of 
mola&ses.  Shall  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  hands  em- 
ployed throuf^out  our  wide  spread  country  in  raising 
gmn,  Uibmaco,  cotton,  and  other  agticuttural  product^  be 
taxed  fSHir  millions  and  a  twit  of  dollars,  to  enable  twenty 
or  twenty^ye  thousand  to  cultivate  from  eighty  to  one 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  at  a  profit  of  From  sixteen 
to  near  forty  per  centum  per  annum?  Surely  justice  for- 
bids it.  But'some  advocate  for  continuing  the  duty  might 
say,  that  the  sugar  culture  cannot  be  profitably  carried  on 
without  it.  If  he  believed  this  to  be  tlie  case,  which  he 
most  certunly  did  not,  he,  for  one,  should  say  it  was  high 
time  the  culture  was  abandoned. 

Mr.  H.  swd,  that,  among  the  motives  which  bad  urged 
him  tobring  this  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
there  was  one,  which,  although  it  had  been  omitted  at  the 
outset  of  his  observations,  it  might  not  be  immaterial  to 
mention.  He  came  from  a  State  which  uaf^X  be  conri- 
dered  by  some  as  having  an  intereiA  in  the  continuance  of 
this  duty— a  State  vhien,  as  die  had  gone  into  the  revo- 
lutionary contest  in  defence  of  principle,  was  ready  to 
maintain  it  now.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  for  pnnciple  that  Geor- 
gia made  common  cause  with  the  oppreased  of  other  colo- 
nies, in  that  dark  hour  through  which  the  sun  of  inde- 
pendence has  risen  on  this  continent.  As  one  of  her 
representatives,  1  came  hereupon  all  subjecu  connected 
with  the  tariflT  with  clean  bands.  If  t  did  no^  I  ahouU 
not  be  her  true  representative.  But,  sir,  I  did  not  intro- 
duce this  subject  uone  for  the  purpose  of  addresMng  this 
House.  I  know  not  that  any  &ct  or  argument  which  I 
could  offer  to  its  conuderation,  would  tuive  the  smallest 
influence  upon  the  decision  of  the  question  now  before  it. 
Sir,  I  had  another  and  a  higher  motive — it  was,  that  1 
might  fi-om  this -place  address  myself  to  the  practical  good 
sense  of  the  country,  that,  perchance,  I  might  awaken  in 
the  bosom  of  the  laboring  man,  as  he  whistles  over  the  han- 
dles of  his  plough,  the  inquiry  why  this  unequal  and  bur- 
densome tax  should  be  continued,  mainly  for  the  benefit 
of  the  lordly  capitalist 

[Before  lir.  H.  bad  finidiad  his  speech,  the  hour  allot- 
ted for  the  conuderation  of  resolutions  expired,  and  he 
concluded' his  remarks  on  the  following  dayt  but  they  are 
given  unbrdcen,  above.] 

The  House  took  up  the  following  bill: 

"jBe  it  enacted,- £^e.  That  so  much  of  an  act  entitled 
'  An  act  to  provide  for  paying  to  the  States  of  Itiaaouri, 
Mississippi,  and  Alabama,  three  per  centu'hi  of  the  nett 
proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  fit  the  public  lands  within 
the  same,*  approved  Uie  third  of  May,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenh''-two,  as  requires  an  annual  account  of  the  ap- 
plication [by  the  State  of  Alabama]  of  the  said  three  per 
centum  to  be  transoutled  to  the  Secretary  of  thcTrMsu- 
ry,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed." 

Mr.  CLAY  expliuned  its  object.  It  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  CLAY,  WICKLIPFE,  PETTIS,  and  DUNCAN, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  VINTON  and  iENNlNGS. 

[The  debate  on  this  question  involved  on  one  band  the 
propriety  of  relieving  the  States  referred  to  from  tbe 
mere  fonnality  of  rendering  accounts  of  the  expenditure 
<^the  fund  in  question,  vexatious  to  them,  troyblesonie  to 
the  treasury,  and  of  no  consequence  in  any  view;  and,  on 
the  other,  the  impropriety  of  utering  the  terms  of  a  com- 
pact by  a  simple  act  of  Congress,  and  the  inexpediency  of 
relea«ng  the  States  from  me  responsibility  for  the  just 
administration  of  these  funds.  In  reply,  it  was  contended 
that  the  proviuon  of  the  act  of  1835,  proposed  tbia  bill 
to  be  repealed,  was  not  within  the  contemplatiOQ  of.lhc 
campact,  and  for  that  very  reason  ought  to  be  repealed, 
because  it  imposed  on  the  States  a  labor  and  expeaae  to 
which  they  ought  not  to  be  subjected.] 

The  question  being  finally  put  on  its  passage,  it  waa 
determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  74,  nays  45. 
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WURUPAT,  jAsvimx  12. 

DUTT  ON  SUGAR.  , 

The  Home  returned  the  oon»der»tion-of  the  rewluti9n 
yesterday  moved  by  Mr.  Hatsu*  of  Geiirgift*  for  ft  re- 
daction of  die  duty  on  imported  brown  Mgirt  and  Mr.  H> 
llMvin;  concluded  iiii  remarks — 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  sud,  ttuit  it  miglit  be  eonaidercd 
untmpcH^t  by  the  House,  whether  the  pit^ontion  now 
under  coiuldera6on  should  be  adopted,  or  no.  Gentle- 
men should  not  lay  this  "flattering  unction  to  their  souls." 
For  lunwel^  be  n^ht  be  said  to  be  almost  indifferent  as 
to  the  diinoBitioo  uiat'inay  bemadeof  it,  altfaongfa  ttecon- 
cnrred  fully  with  the  mover  in  the  object  denied.  Mr. 
A.  was  tired  of  appealing'  to  this  -  House,  with  a  hope  of 
produdnc;'  conviction  upon  the  minds  of  thos»  who  were 
utercsted  In  keeping  up  this  system  of  taxation.  The 
time  is  not  long,  when  an  iisiie  must  be  made  up  between 
the  people-  and  tfte  Government  upon  this  question. 
There  is  a  point  of  depression,  yea,  and  oppresnoiii  in  the 
pfayincal  as  well  as  mechanic*!  world,  beyond  which  we 
cannot  go  without  meeti|q>  teaistanee.  A  great  portion  of 
the  good  people  of  these  United  States  h«ve  borne  tiie 
lib  of  Government  wth  a  fortitude  sustained  alone  by  their 
devotion-to  the  Union;  but  they  can  bear  but  a  littie  while 
longer.  They  have  remonstrated  and  protested,  again 
and  again,  until  these  have  become  "a  by-vord,"  are 
contemned  and  utterly  lUiregarded,  and  their  only  conso- 
lation  ia,  to  be  told  tut  theyluTe  the  right  to  protest  and 
retnonatiate  agun.  Their  representatives  have  brought 
forward  here,  proportion  after  proposition  for  a  redress 
of  grievances,  which  have  been  voted  down  without  even 
a  respectful  conaderstion.  There  is,  then,  but  one  re- 
source left  us — we  are  thrown  back  upon  the  Sutes  and 
the  people  for  protection,  who,,  alone,  are  sovereign, 
where  tb^  rights  arf  concerned. 

The  States  who  hare  taken  their  staiid  under  the  ban- 
ner <tf  the  conttitetioD^-not  the  striped  bunting  which  has 
been  h^ng  up  in  thia  ball,  to  remind  us  only  of  their  op- 
pression— can  never  recede  without  dishonor,  and  aslianve- 
tul  derehction  of  those  great  [mndples  for  which  tbey 
profess  tohave  been  contencHng,  in  behalf  of  the  people. 
Is  it  not  far  bettei^  then — mora  honorable  and  magnani- 
mous in  a  self-willed  majority— to  appease  the  wrath  of  an 
offeDded  and  insulted  people,  by  alleviating  the  burdens 
of  taxation,  rather  than  go  m  in  a  heedless,  reeklea 
course,  leading  to  consequences  which  all  must  deplore? 

Sir,  we  have  seen,  within  a  very  short  space  oS  time, 
the  most  importanVevents  occur  which  have  ever  happen- 
ed in  the  history  of  natiqns.  A  day,  yea,  an  hour,  has 
achieved  the  grandest  revolutions  of  which  we  read,  any 
where,  in  times  past-  France  has  resumed  her  ancient 
constitutional  rights.  Busua,  alarmed  for  her  own  safety, 
has  lined  her  southern  border  with  an  army  of  two  hun- 
dred thoonad  tnx^  .  Swaden,  Holland,  all  Belgium,  is 
in  arms;  and  we  have  aeen  tho  iailure  of  a  ni^le  propo- , 
iition  in  the  Parliament  Great  Britain,  overthrow  th& 
ministry,  and  bring  into  power  the  friends  of  reform  and 
economy  in  the  adndnistration  of  the  Government — the 
friends  of  free  trade  \  These  important  results  have  been 
brought  about  by  a  decree  of  oppresnon  upon  the  people 
for  centuries  past,  which  they  could  endure  no  longer. 
Wc  should  learn  wisdpm  from  the  examples  of  the  times  be- 
foreus,a»d  not  permit  ourselves  to  cGsr^pud  results  wiuch 
must  inevitably  flow  from  certain  causes.  The  same  re- 
volution is  now  going  on  here,  although  Mr<  A. -hoped  to 
see  it  accomplished  in  a  different  way. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  a  conmdera- 
tim  of  the  amount  of  sugar  imported  into  the  Umted 
States^  or  that  wtuch  is  produced  here^-the  quantity  con- 
sumed, the  capital  invested,  nor  the  number  m  plaotationa 
that  wUl  be  wBccted  by  the  reduction.  These  are  views 
which  will  propofy  come  up  when  abill  Aall  be  brought 
Tot.  TII.-30 


in.  It  is  sufficient  to  know  for  the  present,.'  that  it  is  an 
article  which  enters  into  the  ^neral  cojisumption  of  every 
family,  and  the  revenue  ansiog  frooi  it  u  not  neces- 
sary ibr  the  support  of  Government.  If  there  be  a  part 
of  this  Union  more  interested  than  any  other  in  keeping 
on  the  duty,  it  is  the  South,  because  a  cMmderaUe  por- 
tion of  the  property  there  will  be  dinumshed  in  value  In 

Proportion  to  the  reduction.  But,  .nr,  we  do  not  come 
ere  to  legislate  upon  considerations  of  this  sort,  to  cal- 
culate the  advant^pe  gained  by  the  rule  of  three,  althou^ 
it  is  a  good  one  to  observe  in  reckonii^  our  accounts  at 
home;  lookinf^  as  we  ought  to  the  great  and  eternal  prin- 
ciples of  justice,  wtudt,  pervading  as  -they  do  aH  laws  of 
creation,  should  be  made  to  govern  the  actions  of  men! 

What,  said  Mr.  A.,  b  the  prospect  before  us?  The 
grandest  spectacle  ever  before  exhilMted  to  the  world! 
A  nation,  liter  having  borne  patientiy  the  burdens  of  tax- 
ation, growing  out  of  two  wars,  now  nearly  f^ed  from 
debt;  and  the>4ine4tion' is  to  be  brought  home  to  the  peo- 
ple, whether  they  will  submit  to  keeping  up  a  system  of 
taxM,  merely  to  pramoto  the  speculative  schemes  of  po- 
liticians, seebng  to  establish  a  personal  reputatitm  upon 
their  ruins!  Tiuit  is  the  question,  and  cannot  be  avmed. 

Wh^,  ttr,  has  been  the  effect  of  the  reduction  of  &ties 
upon  salt,  coffee,  and  cocoa,  made  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress?  Why,  it  was  opportunely  seized  hold  of  by  our 
minister  at  London,  at  a  time  when  our  negotiation  seemed 
almost  at  an  end  with  that  court,  and  urged  with  such 
force  and  argument  to  show  the  friendly  dispowtion  of 
tiie  United  States  towards  England,  as  well  as  a  nncere 
widi,  onthe  part  of  the  administration,  .to  re-establish  ami- 
cable relations  between  the  two  Governments,  as  to  result 
in  removing  the  restriction  from  the  West  India  trade.  A 
continuance  of  the  reduction  of  the  duty  upon  an  article, 
in  the  production  of  wluch  the  West  Indies  are  so  much 
interested,  must  famish  additional  evidence  of  that  spirit 
which  wa  carried  into  the  negoti^ion  for  removing  the 
shackles  upon  eommerec,  as  periiaps  to  induce  Great 
BritMn  to  tue  off  some  of  her  duties  wluch  bear  so  heavily 
upon  our  productions. 

Let  us  then  meet  together  hke  a  band  of  brothers,  dis- 
cardii^  our  local  prejudices,  feuds,  and  animoriUes,  wtiich 
have  too  often  disturbed  the  harmony  of  our  action  here; 
forgiving  and  forgetting  the  past,  intent  alone  upon  doing 
justice  to  tlie  great  body  of  the  people  whom  we  reprcsmt,' 
without  regard  to  poisonal  or.  pcditical  fHendslupst 

When  Mr.  AuxAvoxa  took  hu  seat,  Mr.  WHITE,  of 
Louisiana,  obtained  the  floor;  but  the  dotted  hour  bong 
abjOHt  expiring,  the  House  proceeded  to  tiie  orders  of  the 
day. 

MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  HALL  moved  to  recommit  the  report  of  tiie  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Expeaditores,  made  on  the  7th  instant 
relative  to  tiie  nuleage  of  members  of  Congress]  and  lb*. 
CHILTON  moved  the  following  written  instructions: 

Saohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Expendi- 
tures be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  report  to  Uais 
House  a  bill  containing  the  following  provisions,  to  wit: 

1.  That  it  shall  be  the  dutv  of  the  Secreta^  of  the 
Senate  and'Sei^eant-at-arms  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tivea,  previous  to  issuing  certificates  to  the  members  of 
thw  respective  Houses,  fi»  the  amounts  to  which  said 
members  may  be  entitled  fbrmileage  to  and  from  ttie  seat 
of  the  General  Government,  to  obtain  from  each  mem- 
ber so  applyinp^  for  a  certificate,  a  statement,  according 
to  the  best  of  liis  knowledge,  of  the  distance  from  the 
capitol,  in  the  city  of  Wa^ngton,  to  the  resic^nce  of 
saul  member,  computed  upon  the  nearest  route  which 
may  be  coovenientty  ' travelled,  and  is  necessarily  and 
most  usually  travelled,  ftom  the  one  to  the  other  point; 
wluch  said  statement  ihidl  be  signed  by  die  member  mak- 
ing the  same. 
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2.  That  wid  Secretuy  and  Sergvwit  shall  record  sud 
at&teiDents,  to  made  and  ngned,  oLch,  in  a  book  to  be  by 
him  kept  for  ^t  purpose^  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Trewifty,  in  pabUsliing  bis  annual  statement  of  the 
amounts  paid  to  members,  shall  distinguiah  between  the 
amaant  paid  for  the  per  dUm  allowance,  and  tiie  amount 
for  mileiwe  to  each  member,  placing*  the  number  of  mileH 
charged  for  oppoute  the  amount  allowed. 

Mr.  HALL  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  preceding-,  from 
th«  word  "  bill"  to  the  end,  and  insert  the  following: 

■■Bbking  it  the  duly  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
*and6ie  SergeMit-at-anm  of  the  Houie  of  Representatives, 
with  the  aid  of  the  Postmaster  Genend,  at  the  end  of 
every  session,  to  make  an  estimate,  as  nearly  as  posnble, 
of  the  actual  distance,  in  a  direct  Une,  of  the  rendenCe  of 
each  member  of  the  ^enate.  House  of  Representatives, 
and  Delegate  ofa  territory,  from  the  seat  of  Govemracntj 
and  that  the  mileago  of  member*  of  Congress  be  com- 
puted, and  their  account*  for  travelling  be  aetUed,  accord- 
mg  to  iuch  eftimate.** 

Theie  propontitHu  li«  over  till  (o-morrow. 

SURVEYS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments 
yesterday  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gorem- 
mentfbr  the  year  1S31,  and  they  were  all  agreed  to  but 
one,  which  provided  for  the  appropriation  of  $8,000  for 
the  survey  of  private  land  clidms,  and  $130,000  for  fur- 
ther survey!  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  McCOY  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  strik- 
ing out  $130,000,  and  inserting  $60,000. 

Mr.  HcCOYopposed  the  amendment  of  the  committee. 
He  sud  the  surveys  proposed  were  not  necessai^.  There 
were  lands  already  sur^'eyed,  and  not  sold,  to  the  amount 
of  from  one  Inuidted  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  millions  of 
acres,  and  there  was  no  good  reason  why  one  hundred 
millions  of  acres  more  should  be  surveyed  and  thrown  into 
the  market.  Some  of  the  public  landn,  he  said,  were  not 
worth  surveying;  he  was  in  iiivor  of  surveying  as  fast  as 
the  lands  would  sell,  and  was  disposed  to  authorize  the 
surveying  of  the  good  hinds  as  fast  as  purchasers  could  be 
fbund  for  them.  Mr.  McC.  Rgun  alluded  to  tite  great  ex- 
tent of  lands  surveved,  and  said,  that  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  them  would  have  to  be  resurvcyed — such,  for 
instance,  as  tbe  prairie  lands,  in  whieh  fires  very  of^en 
took  ^ce,  tmd  bumt  up  the  marks,  &c.  wluch  had  been 
placed  there  by  the  surveyors.  Under  his  present  im- 
pressions, he  moved  to  strike  fVom  the  amendment 
$130,000,  and  insert  $60,000. 

Mr.  TEST  said  he  generally  had  a  great  respect  for 
the  opinions  of  the  gentleman  fVom  Virginia,  who  had 
Jast  addresaed  the  Rouse;  but  he  considered  hit  motion 
to  lessen  the  sum  proposed  for  surveys,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  inexpedient.  Me  spoke  of  the  public  lands  as  an 
increasing  source  of  revenue,  and  made  some  reference 
to  the  sales  for  the  past  year;  and  remarked  further,  that 
lauds  to  the  amount  of  half  a  million  of  dollars  had  been 
told  in  the  State  of  Imliana. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  remarked  that  he  under- 
stood the  «urveyors  had  asked  fbr  an  appropriation  of 
^00,000.  nieCommianoneroflfae  General  Land  Office 
had  reducctl  that  amoimt;  and  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Meant  had  proposed  to  appropriate  only  $130,000  to 
provide  for  past  arrearages,  and  surveys  for  the  present 
year.  Under  these  circumstances,  tUe  gentleman  from 
Virginia  waa  desirous  of  reducing  the  amount  to  $60,000. 
He  nad  supposed  that,  in  a  short  session  like  the  present, 
there  would  be  no  dispoMtion,  on  the  part  of  any  mem- 
ber, to  introduce  propositions  fOr  unnecessary  discussion. 
What  were  the  fiictsf  A  little  over  $100,000  was  pro- 
pcued  to  be  appropriated  towards  the  surveys  of  the  pub- 
bc  latidst  it  w*'  necessary  tbeae  surveys  should  go  on; 


and  be  would  ask  gentlemen  if  they  were  disposed  to 
withhold  the  necessary  appropriations,  and  thus  retaid 
the  settlement  of  the  Western  country.  With  regard  to 
tbe  remarks  of  the  Kotlenuui,  that  the  marks  of  the  sur- 
veyors would  be  destn^red,  he  would  say  that  thnr 
markft-Mhe  metes  and  boimds  described  by  tnem~-would 
last  as  long  as  Government  itself}  the  gentleman  might 
make  himself  easy  on  that  point.  The  surveys,  satd  Mr. 
i.,  should  be  continued,  and  homes  be  thus  provided  for 
the  numerous  emigrants  to  the  West.  Mr.  J.  said  it  was 
truethatin  some  Slatee  the  surveys  were  auffioent;  but 
there  were  territories  to  be  peopled,  and  milUons  of  acres 
to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished  to  be 
surveyed,  fle  considered- that  the  sum  proposed  by  tbe 
committee  sbotdd  be  granted,  as  indispensably  necessary; 
they  had  shown  a  disposition  to  economize  in  reducing  ttie 
sum  recommended  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Genenl 
Land  Office;  and,  so  far  from  Kducing  the  amount  pro- 
posed by  the  committee,  be  was  not  certain  that  the  whote 
Kim  asked  for  ^ould  not  be  allowed.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  proposed  amendment  would  not  preraQ. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  said  he  bad  hoped,  after  wliat 
liad  been  said  in  explanation,  yesterday,  no  furtber  objec- 
tion would  have  been  made  to  this  appropration  for  con- 
tinulng  thesun-eys  of  the  public  lands,  and,  consequently, 
had  expected  no  further  discussion  of  the  subject.  Mr. 
C.  s^n,  tiie  effects  of  withdrawing  the  awrmiiation 
which  was  proposed,  wonid  obi*iouB]y  be  tworold— first* 
to  check  the  tide  of  emigration  to  Ae  West:  and,  sef»indhrr 
to  cut  down  ami  materially  lessen  this  branch  of  Ae  pub' 
lie  revenue.  If  the  public  lamia  were  not  surveyed,  they 
could  not  be  sold;  and  individuals  would  not  be  disposed 
to  remove  to  this  new  region.  Mid  devote  their  time, 
labor,  and  mooey  to  improving  and  preparing  lands  for 
cultivation,--of  which  they  could  entertain  so  hope  of  be- 
coming  proprietors,  at  least  within  any  reasonable  tone. 

Mr.  C.  said,  the  public  landl^  too,  had  been  an  import- 
ant source  of  revenue.  The  receiirtsfrom  that  source 
ha<I  been  gradually  increasing,  until  they  had  grown  to 
aa  amount  of  no  small  importance.  The  amount  paid  by 
purchasers  dtiringthe  year  ending  on  theSOtfa  oftieptem- 
ber,  1930,  was  almost  two  millions  of  dollars;  exceeding, 
by  about  half  a  million,  he  believed,  the  amount  leceiv^ 
in  any  former  year.  Mr.  C.  asked  if  gentlemen  were  di»- 
posed  to  change  the  present  bmd  system,  and  cut  off  tb's 
important  branch  of  revenue. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  McCotT  speaks  of 
tbe  large  quantity  of  land  already  surveyed  and  remwitng 
unsold.  Mr.  C.  said,  if  the  gentleman  would  exan^ine  ft 
document  laid  before  Congress  two  or  three  years  ago, 
he  would  find  that  a  large  portion  of  that  quantity — ^per- 
haps thirty  millions  of  acres — was  sterile  and  wortblesB. 
and  about  eigbty-three  millions  too  inferior  in  quality  to 
command  tbe  minimum  price.  In  the  State  from  which  lie 
came,  said  Mr.  0-,  good  land,  or  that  which  was  fit  for 
cultivation,  seldom  remained  long  unsold  after  it  had 
btfen  surveyed  and  pnt  in  markt-t;  and  he  presumed 
that  was  very  much  the  case  in  the  other  new  States.  No 
danger,  be  conceived,  was  to  be  apprehended  that  good 
land  would  any  wIkttc  remain  long  in  market  for  want 
of  purchasers. 

Again,  Mr.  C-  asked  if  it  be  de^ble  in  p<Hntof  policy 
that  the  public  lands  should  be  long  settled  and  improved 
before  they  were  offered  fbr  Mle.  This  would  certainly 
be  the  case  if  tlie  surveys  were  suspended;  and  Congress 
might  again,  and  would  properlj',  be  appealed  to,  and 
importuned  by  petitions,  for  the  riglit  of  pre-emption. 
Those  gentlemen  who  were  opposed  to  the  pre-emption 
principle  ought  certainly,  in  Mr.  C.-'s  judgment,  to  op- 
posea  suspension  of  surreys.'  The  lands  would  be  settled 
as  fast' as  they  were  acquired.  It  had  been  long  the  prac- 
tice to  permit  such  setUement,  and,  when  occumed  and 
''mprovra,  the  right  of  pre.eibption  liad  been,  and  Mr.  C. 
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hoped  always  would  be,  accorded.  Lookinj^  either  to 
the  settlement  of  new  tracts  of  co\intry,  or  the  interest  of 
the  Government,  Mr,  0.  saw  no  .good  reason  for  with- 
holding the  appropriation.  There  bad  been  none  made 
last  year;  in  consequence  of  which,  we  were  in  arrears-, 
for  the  diaebaive  of  which,  as  well  as  expense  of  the 
present  year,  tne  sum  proposed  by  tite  committee  was  in- 
tended] which.  We  are  informed  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber of  the  Comnuttee  of  Ways  and  Heana,  [Mr.  Vsr- 
»L&]tcK,]does  not  exceed  tlie  average  amoant  appropriated 
for  the  same  purpose  for  some  years  past.  Mr.  C.  saw 
no  neraasity  for  further  remarks,  and  hoped  the  question 
woald  be  promptly  settled. 

Hr.  STRONG  aud  be  did  not  underhand  the  subject 
under  consideration  so  veil  as  he  couM  wish,  and  hoped 
the  gentleman  who  reported  the  bill  would  give  tlie  ne- 
cessary information  to  en&ble  him  to  act  underatandingly. 
Surreys  might  be  necessary  in  Michigan,  Florida,  Indi- 
ana, and  perhaps  some  other  State;  but  why  ask  for  an  ap- 
propriation of  one  hundred  and  thirty  thonsand  dollars? 
In  1828,  but  forty.five  thousand  dollars  ms  appropriatcdi 
in  1829,  fifty^oe  thoonnd  dollan.  In  1830,  tliere  was  no 
appropnation— ^  Comndanoner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  havii^infomedthe  House  that  there  waa  a  balance 
of  eighty-four  thousand  doUiira  on  band.  He  desired  to 
know  what  rendered  the  proposed  appropriation  necesaarv; 
and  would  also  like  to  be  infomwd  of  the  necessity  of 
bringii^  into  market  so  great  an  amount  of  knds  as  the 
wm  propcaed  to  be  appropriated  would  survey,  in  addi- 
tion to  tboM  lands  already  surveyed.    The  Commissioner 

the  General  Land  Office  had  dsaigoated  eertdn  sections 
of  the  public  doouin  which  it  waa  expedient  to  have  sur- 
veyed the  present  year;  but  this  surrey  would  not  require 
the  sum  proposed  tq  be  appropriated.  Why  then  grant  so 
much,  unless  we  have  abandoned  all  notions  of  economy? 
If  any  substantial  reasons  could  he  shown  why  the  pro- 
posed appropriatioQ  was  necessary,  he  hoped  they  would 
be  given. 

Mr.  VERPLANCR  said,  that  nnce  he  had  been  a  ntero- 
lier  of  the  CtHnmittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he  had  often 
noticed  the  ni^lar  contrast  in  which  he  was  placed  when 
here,  and  when  in  the  committee  room.  There  were  nu< 
merous  demands  before  the  committee,  and  their  object 
was  to  reduce  aj^ropriations  proposed  to  as  small  an 
amount  aa  possiblet  while  here,  in  tliis  House,  that  com- 
mittec  mpm  accused  of  extravagance.  Such,  in  par^  was 
tha  imputa£an  east  ujion  them  by  the  motion  now  before 
the  House.  The  rcquiution  made  upon  tlie  General  Land 
Office  bjr  the  surveyor^  for  the  present  year,  had  been 
two  Inindred  thoiuwid  doUarst  the  commisstmer  of  that 
office,  considering  tlie  sum  too  great,  had  reduced  it  to 
one  hundred  and  lifly  thousand  dollarat  the  Committee  of 
Wa^s  and  Means,  in  the  fulfilment  of  what  they  conudered 
Aeir  dmy,  had  asked  for  an  appropriation  of  only  one  hun- 
dredand  thirty  thoumnd  dollars.  The  proposed  amount 
would  pay  the  ucean^s  of  the  last  year,  and  leave 
nw  the  survqrs  of  the  present  year  a  sun  aver^ng  the 
amount  spprt^riated  for  surveys  for  the  last  right  or  nine 

J 'can— perhaps  it  would,  fall  below  that  aren^e— the  al- 
owaace,  after  payiitg  arrearages,  would  leave  i^out  eighty 
or  ninety  thousand  dollars.  If  gentlemen  would  examine, 
>bey  would  find  that  to  be  about  the  aver^^  sum  appro- 
priated for  the  surrey  of  the  public  lands  nnce  the  year 
1831.  Mr.  V.  then  aHuded  tothe  valuable  lands  in  Louis- 
iana, the  surrey  and  settlement  of  which  bad  long  been  re- 
tarded by  claims  of  indhriduals  bairii^gnrntsfrciciithe  for^ 
mer  Govvmrnentswhich  possessed  that  country,  and  spoke 
of  the  great  desire  of  tbss  Government  to  bring  those  lands 
Into  market.  He  sud,  if  the  proposed  amendment  now 
under  consideration  prevailed,  it  would  reduce  the  appro- 
priation for  surveys  to  about  thirty  thousand  dollars— a 
sum  altoipstheruMdeqiMte.  Hehoped  this  encroachment 
on      usiul  coone  or  the  GoTcnniMiit  would  not  be  made. 


The  Committee  of  W^ays  and  Means  bad  done  their  duty  in 
proposing  the  appropriation,  and  it  was  for  the  House  to 
decide  whether  the  appn^lation  ahould  be  made  or  not. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  of  Arkansas,  said  he  had  witnessed  witii 
regret  the  oppowtion  manifested  by  the  i^ntleman  from 
Virginia  to  the  ap()ropriation  for  surveyor  die  public 
lanob.  I  am  one,  said  Mr.  S.,  who  believe  the  appropria- 
tion for  tliis  object  should  be  increased,  rather  than  di- 
minislied.  We  arc  told  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gene- 
ral Land  Office,  that  the  surveys  of  the  publis  lands  have 
not  advanced  to  the  extent  desired,  in  consequence  of  no 
appropriation  liaving  been  made  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress. We  are  told^  from  the  same  quarter,  that,  tomeet 
the  expenses  of  the  surras  made  in  loSMI^  and  those  which 
will  be  requiredin  1831,an  appropriation  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  will  be  necessary.  With  this 
information  before  us,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the 
gentleman's  oppontion.  The  department,  I  humbly  con- 
ceive, ahould  be  given  the  funds  required.  The  depart- 
ment should  have  more  than  is  required.  Why  do  I  think 
more  than  is  asked  sbouid  be  nven?  I  take  for  granted 
the  coomisnoner  formed  bis  estimate  for  those  sumys 
which  he  connders  are  demanded  immediatelyt  "nd  in 
this  estimate  1  discover  he  lias  said  the  surveys  in  Missouri 
IUin<^  and  Arfcamas,  hare  been  made  to  an  extent  equal 
to  the  present  demand.  It  is  not  for  me  to  attend  to  the 
interest  of  Missouri  and  Illinois;  those  States  bare  their 
representatives  upon  this  floor^  who  can  answer  for  them- 
selves. But  of  my  own  country  1  profess  to  haresome 
little  knowledge.  I  hope  the  commisMuner  will  psrdcm 
me  when  I  tell  him  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands  in  Ar- 
kansas have  not  been  et^ual  to  tlie  present  demand.  I  hope 
lie  will  not  perust  in  this  opinion,  when  I  assure  him  that 
tliere  are  many  counties  containing  thousands  of  inhabit- 
ants, which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  in  which  not 
one  foot  of  the  public  lands -has  ever  been  surveyed.  I 
trust  he  will  forgive  me  when  i  teU  him  that  the  surveys 
of  the  very  lana  bordeting  upon  the  capital  of  Arkansas 
and  the  most  raluable  of  any  we  hare,  are  yet  incomplete. 
My  constituents  coneeire  that  tiieir  mterest  in  this  parti* 
cular  has  been  grossly  neglected;  and  for  this  neglect  they 
have  complained,  and  do  yet  complain,  of  the  commis- 
sioner of  our  land  office  and  our  surveyor  general.  I 
am  far  from  attributing  any  «niater  motive  to  the  wortl^ 
commissioner.  I  do  not  believe  he  wishes,  by  the  ma* 
nagement  of  his  office  to  retard  the  growtb  and  settle- 
ment: of  tliat  coimtiy.  I  must  attribute  bis  r^Mst  to  a 
woful  ignorance  of  our  wants.  1  moat  bdieve  he  hse 
been  too  much  engaged  in  his  office  to  learn  with  suffident 
accuracy  the  map  of  that  distant  and  nej^ected  cowitiy. 

By  examining  the  report  of  the  commisnoner,  we  dis- 
cover that  a  smuer  quantity  of  the  public  land  has  been 
sold  in  Arkansas  dian  in  any  other  section  of  the  Western 
country!  that,  including  all  of  the  public  sales  from  1823 
to  1 830,  there  have  not  been  nx^  thousand  dollars  pMd  to 
the  Gowrnment  Why  has  such  an  in^mfieaat  sum  been 
received  from  the  ssles  of  thepuUio  land  in  thetcountn ' 
Tlie  commissioner  himself  oug^t  to  be  able  to  answer  the 
question.  It  is  because  there  has  been  but  litde  good 
land  surveyed  and  In  mai-keL  In  what  manner,  sir,  hare 
the  surveys  in  Arkansas  been  conducted?  You  have  giren 
us  no  surveyor  general  to  reside  among  ua.  He  resides 
in  St.  Louia^  four  hundred  miles  ftom  our  capital.  Be 
knows  nothing  of  the  Htuation  of  our  countryi  is  govern* 
ed  entirely  in  letting  out  hw  contracts  by  tiie  n^ieaentn- 
tions  of  deputy  surveyors.  These  deputies  know  tlieir 
own  interest.  Their  engagements  to  surv^  are  generally 
in  the  pruries,  and  in  the  poor  and  barren  sections  of  the 
country.  Sir,  1  do  not  blame  them.  They  could  not 
afford  to  survey  the  rich  lands  of  Arkansas,  covered  with 
cane,  tmd  almost  impenetrable  forests,  for  three  dollars  a 
mile.  To  provide  against  this  evil,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congrcsa,  an  acbwas]»sBed  Mtthtniung  t^  surveyor  fenni 
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rai  to  allow  his  deputies  for  surveying'  the  rood  landa  in 
Arkanaas,  four  dollara  a  mile.  When  such  landx  as  these 
are  surr^ed — fawdslike  these,  upon  which  our  settlfstnents 
are  tlmoit  entirely  confined,  you  will  poceive  u  very  ffreat 
increase  in  the  ineonie  to  the  Government  from  tiie  Bales 
of  the  public  lands. 

At  the  last  sesnon  of  Congress  an  act  was  passed  gnmt- 
ii^,  for  a  limited  period,  tbe  right  of  prc-emptiOn  to  set- 
tins  upon  the  public  lands. .  That  act  is  about  expiring', 
and  but  few  of  the  dtizens  of  Arkansas  have  availed  them- 
selves of  its  provisions.  And  why'  Because  the  lands 
upon  which  they  live  have  not  been  surveyed.  They 
petition  Congress  at  tlua  present  sesnon  to  continue  tbe 
act  in  force  ror  a  longer  period  of  time.  And  why?  Be- 
cause the  land  upon  which  they  live  has  not  been  surv^ed. 
Yet  the  commisfloner  tells  us  tbe  surveys  in  Arkansas  have 
been  made  to  an  extent  equal  to  the  present  demand. 

Let  me  ask  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  what  difTer- 
ence  it  would  make  to  the  Government  if  all  ^  public 
lands  in  each  State  and  Territory  were  surveyed  during 
the  present  year.  Hie  information  the  surveys  would 
afford  would  surely  be  dcsinble  to  the  Government;  and 
T  apprehend,  at  no  fiibire  day,  the  cost  for  surveying 
would  not  be  lea*  than  it  is  at  present.  The  honot«ble 
gentleman  seems  to  fear  that  toe  comers  made  by  the 
surveyors  in  tlie  prtiiries  would  be  destroyed  by  fire,  and, 
as  a  conseqaenee  of  whidi,  the  land  would  have  to  be 
surveyed  Again.  If  that  gentleman  bad  been  in  prairies 
as  often  aa  I  have,  he  wooid  have  known  that  these  cor^ 
ners  are  made  of  other  materials  than  wood-,  he  would  have 
known  thatat  eachcomer  mounds  were  made,  which  iire 
can  never  destroy.  There  i»  no  instance  within  my  know- 
ledge^ whentlie  publiclands  have  ever  been  twice  survey- 
ed, for  tlus  or  any  other  cause. 

What  would  be  tbe  consequence  if  ^ou  were  to  stop 
tiie  public  surveys^  Would  you  not  mjure  the  Govern- 
ment^ Would  ^ou  not  deprive  it  of  an  annual  income  by 
imneana  innpHfieant^  Would  you  not  find  it  impossible 
to  keep  off  settlen  from  the  puMc  landB>  They  would 
come  and  occupy  it,  wear  out  the  soil,  destroy  the  timber, 
without  paying  a  tax  to  the  federal  or  local  Government. 
This  would  be  the  consequence  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment; and,  by  stopping  the  surveys,  you  would  injure  our 
own  citizens.  They  would  live  m  eoiistant  dread  and  un- 
certainty :  they  would  make  no  valuable  or  lasting  improve- 
ments, for  fear  of  losing  their  labor.  By  such  a  course, 
you  would  Umlt  ezportttiOD,  weaken  tbe  agricultural  in 
tittvAt  and,  of  cootM,  the  great  resources  of  individuals 
and  tbe  General  Govemmeat.  I  ihaU  treqwat  no  longer 
upon  the  indulgence  <rf  the  Houae.  I  hope  tbe  pn^oiRd 
amendment  will  be  rejected. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  was  glad  that  the  genUeman  from 
Viigtnia  had  submitted  lus  motion,  and  hoped  it  would 
prevail.  He  was  one  of  those  who  beUeved  the  operations 
of  the  mrveying  department,  for  some  years  past,  had 
gone  to  great  excess,  produang  highly  injurious  effects 
throughout  the  whole  Western  country,  and  seriously  de- 
ranging the  land  office  department.  It  wastime  to  bring 
back  the  land  system  to  a  healthy  action }  such  as  it  possess- 
ed  prior  to  the  late  war.  The  snrvey  of  land  was  a  step 
preparatory  to  its  bong  exposed  to  sale;  and  when  sur- 
veyed, it  would  be  forcedinto  market^  whether  the  quantity 
on  bsnd  would  justify  ito  introduction  or  not.  It  will 
hence  be  obvnuathait  the  surveying  department  really  re- 

Skitei  the  proportion  between  the  demand  for  land,  and 
i  quantity  in  market;  and  it  is  only  by  askilfiil  and  judi- 
cious management  of  that  department  that  any  just  pro- 
portion between  the  supply  and  the  demand  can  be  main- 
tained. 1'be  land  office  commenced  its  operations  under 
the  present  sj-item  in  1801.  For  the  first  fifteen  years, 
and  up  to  the  doae  of  the  war,  th«  quantity  of  land  sur- 
veyed, maUnpdue  allowances  for  bad  land,  did  notgo 


materially  begnond  thedemutd. 


the  greatest  prosperity  in  the  Western  country.  The 
value  of  both  public  and  private  property  was  sustained; 
a  circumstance  that  gave  activity  to  the  sales,  and  confi- 
dence to  the  purchaser. 

Shortly  aAer  the  war,  this  sahitary  policy  was  lost  of^t 
of.    Immense  districts  of  country  Were  surveyed  and  sud- 
denly thrown  into  market,  so  that,  at  the  close  of  1825, 
there  had  been  surveyed  in  aU  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
millions  of  acres;  and  for  tbe  five  last  years,  great  quanti- 
ties have  also  been  surveyed,  probably  amounting  to  some 
forty  or  fifry  millions  more;  the  exact  amount  not  known. 
Of  these  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  millions  tlicn  sur- 
veyed, between  twenty-three  andtwenty-fournuHions  had 
not  been  brought  into  market.    At  that  tim^  the  entire 
quantity' sold  since  the  year  1800  was  less  than  twenty 
minions— between  1835  and  tl)e  present  time,  the  aales 
liave  amounted  to  about  one  miUioo  of  acres  per  annum. 
We  have  not  been  informed  what  quantity  of  surveyed 
land  that  is  now  on  hand,  has  not  yet  bc«i  brought  into 
market.    It  is,  to  be  presumed  it  has  not  been  £nu>- 
iaheu  snce  tlmt  iimc.    The  rault  of  these  &cts  ht  that, 
at  the  close  of  1825,  and  probably  at  the  present  time,  the 
quantity  surveyed  and  prepared  for  nle,  but  not  yet 
brought  into  market,  exceeds  the  whole  amount  sold  fiar 
these  thirty  years,  and  exceeds  also  the  existing  annual 
demand  about  twenty-five  times.    That  the  quantity  now 
in  market,  and  seeking  a  purchaser,  exceeds  the  annuat 
demand  more  than  one  nundred  timesy  and  ii  idiout  seven 
times  as  much  as  tbe  whole  amount  sold  dace  tbe  jeav 
1800.  Now  it  must  be  borne  in  mhtd  that  the  bind  system 
is  nothing  more  iKir  leas  than  a  great  concern  for  vending 
land;  and,  like  any  other  artide,  if  more  of  it  i»  forcMl 
into  market  than  can  possibly  be  used,  the  inevitable  con- 
sequences  of  a  glut  in  themwket,  a  depreanon  in  the  value 
of  the  property  of  tiie  public  and  of  incUvidaals,  and  the 
derangement  and  distress  incident  to  such  a  state  of  things, 
must  follow.    We  here,  nr,  get  at  the  true  cause  of  tfie 
growii^  complaints  of  the  new  States.  Every  part  of  the 
Western  cotmtry  is  oppressed  With  thia  operation,  and 
dissatisfiiction  every  where  prevails.    Tbe  end  settlementa 
are  dissatisfied,  because  yoti  crowd  into  market  such  vast 
bodies  of  land  aronnd  them,  .as  to  depress  the  value  of 
the  property  they  have  purchased  of  you,  &ster  than  they 
can  add  to  it  by  their  labor.  -  A  farmer  in  Ohio,  wbo  hu 
devoted  to  bia  Wn  the  labor  of  his  life,  and  that  of  hia 
family,  can  scarcely  dspoee  of  it  at  this  day,  with  all  ita 
improvemmts,  for  as  mu^  as  he  paid  you  for  it  some 
twenty  or  thirty  years  ago.   He  baa  a  right  to  be  dissatis^ 
fied  with  this  unrenonable  glat,  and  he  is  dissatisfied. 
While  he  expects  you  will  ssU  the  pubUc  dotnain,  be  liaa 
a  right  to  demand  of  you  that  you  shall  not  so  conduct 
thiit  operation  as  to  destroy  the  value  of  his  propeity  with- 
out benefit  to  yourself.     GOod  bith  forbids  you  to  do  so. 
The  new  settlements,  if  posuUe*  ate  stUtmote  t^ipreiaed 
by  tlua  state  of  thmgs.    On  a  sudden  you  have  thrown 
into  market  a  hundred  millionaof  acres  of  land,  extending 
from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  Upper  Lakes,  requiting 
many  millions  of  inhabitants  to  convert  them  to  use.  A 
few  of  them  are  taken  up,  and  very  sparse  settkmentsare 
scattered  here  and  there  over  the  whole  country.  There 
is  not  a  surplus  population  in  the  United  Stales  that  can  be 
detached  from  their  present  Mtuattons  and  employmenta 
to  people  tiie  vast  region  of  countiy  thui  open  fiff  settle- 
ment: nor  c«i  there  be  such  a  aurplus  for  a  generation 
yet  to  come.    These  new  settlements,  therefore,  fill  up 
very  slowly — and  in  tiie  newest  settlements  tiie  sales  are, 
generally  speaking,  the  most  limited  in  amount.    The  oc- 
cupants- see  vast  bodies  of  excellent  land  around  then, 
without  any  one  to  buy— every  thing  goes  on  heavily,  and 
they  naturally  enough  think  the  Government  retards  Ibor 
growth;  and  bring  themselves  to  the  belief  tlitt  the  coun- 
try airotind  them  is  not  sold  and  settled  <m  account  of  tbe 


That  waa  the  period  of'  price  at  vtuch  the-  Goveminent  ht^  it  bcii^  too  high 
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The  anxiety  of  all  itevr  formed  settlements  to  increase 
their  numbers  b  very  great;  and  that  annety  not  being 
gratified,  and  suffering  under  the  inconveniences  incident 
to  a  new  country,  they  become  greatly  ^natisfied,  and 
charge  the  whole  fault  to  the  GoTcrnment.  Hence  the 
■Iptation  that  h  constantly  kept  up  on  this  sulneet  in  the 
new  States,  and  the  high  toned  pretensona  of  Ulinoia  in 
particular,  about  the  right  of  property.  We  are  now  call- 
ed upon  to  add  to  and  aggravate  this  (^stressing  state  of 
things,  by  surveying  four  thouaand  six  hundred  townships 
more,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  three  millions  of 
acres,  at  an  expense  of  a  million  of  dollars.  Tbe  appro- 
pnation  proposed  in  the  bill  will  survey  twelre  minions  of 
them,  and  is  but  tiie  entering  wedge  of  others  that  are  to 
foDow  to  execute  this  great  project.  Can  any  man  enter- 
tain a  doubt  at  to  the  of  adding  to  the  quantity  now 
in  market  the  enonnous  amount  of  one  hundred  and  three 
miUions.of  acres^ 

It  has  been  already  Aown  that  there  are,now  in  market 
many  millions  which  we  have  no  ability  to  people;  and  is 
it  not  far  better  that  some  portion  of  the  vast  res  ions  now 
in  market  should  be  disposed  of  and  settled,  before  we 
bring  any  con»derable  additional  quantities  into  market? 
If  any  particular  settlement  should  take  a  direction  into 
an  unsurveyed  region,  Mr.  V.  said  he  would  survey  and 
bring  it  into  market,  so  that  the  market  might  always  be 
kept  fiilly^  adequate  to  any  demand.  Beyond  that  he 
would  oot'go  for  the  present. 

The  quanti^  of  land  now  in  market  being  fur  greater 
than  any  existing  demand  for  settlement,  and  of  as  good 
(piality  as  any  that  remains  to  be  surveyed,  it  fallows  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  that,  by  increasing  the  quantity, 
yon  do  not  in  reality  open  any  additional  room  for  settle- 
ment; nor  can  you  expect  in  that  way  to  add  a  wngle  in- 
habitant to  the  a^egate  population  of  the  new  States. 
AH  that  you  can  effect  by  this  operation,  is,  to  diffuse  our 
population  over  a  greater  region  of  country,  where,  in 
point  of  fiict,  tlie  aparseness  m  population  in  that  already 
settled  is  among  tut  greatest  evus  it  has  to  overcome. 
He  swd  he  most  conscientiou^y  believed  that  the  vast 
bodies  of  land  that  now  glutted  the  market,  had  depressed 
the  actual  value  of  the  public  domain,  and  of  private 
property,  at  least  fifty  per  cent  below  wliat  it  would  have 
been  if  a  proper  regard  lud  been  pud  in  adjusting  ^e 
supply  to  the  demand;  while  he  did  not  believe  the  ag- 
gregate population  of  the  country  is  any  greater  than  it 
would  have  been  by  keeping  the  market  always  fully  sup- 

Slied,  without  gnng  materuuly  beyond  that  point.  The 
undred  nullions  now  proposed  to  be  prepared  for  sale 
must  inevitably  produce  still  greater  depression.  In  both 
public  and  private  property,  to  an  extent  that  no  one  can, 
with  certainty,  foretell.  The  land  now  in  market  is  diffused 
ihrou^out  all  the  new  States  and  Territories.  There  is 
not  one  of  them  where  the  quantihr  in  market  is  not  now 
more  than  tlurt^  times  as  great  as  the  annual'sales,  and  in 
many  ofthem  many  hundred  time8as;great.  And,  ni^lar 
as  it  may  seem,  where  the  disproportion  is  the  greatest, 
the  call  for  additional  quantities  is  the  most  urgent. 

The  gentleman  from  Arkansas  is  very  anxious  for  this 
appropriation,  and  infonns  us  the  settlement  of  that  ter- 
ritory is  retarded  for  want  of  land  in  market.  Now,  it 
appears  that,  so  long  ago  as  1825,  more  than  eleven  mil- 
lions of  acres  had  been  surveyed  in  tiuit  territray.  What 
quantity  bad  been  uice  S(UTe]'ed,  he  did  not  knowt'  bat 
uie  entire  amount  of  sales  for  the  last  year  did  not  exceed 
one  thousandth  part  of  the  quantity  surveyed  and  unsold: 
indeed,  the  whole  amount  sold  would  not  make  more  than 
half  a  dozen  good  plantations;  and  tbe  whole  sales  ever 
made  there  would  very  litt^le  more  than  pay  tbe  salaries 
and  expenses  of  making  the  siUes,  without  taking  into  the 
account  moretiian  ahundred  thousand  dollars  paid  for  the 
tamym  already  made.  NotMng  can  show  more  forcibly 
than  diia  case,  that  it  it  not  adAoonal  land  tiytt  is  wanted) 


but  it  is  people  that  is  wanted,  to  occupy  those  already 
exposed  to  sale.  The  gentleman  from  Florida  had  also 
expressed  his  anxie^  about  this  appropriation.  In  1835, 
the  amount  surveyed  in  ttutt  territory  was  about  three 
minions  of  acres,  and  he  believed  about  the  same  quantity 
had  been  surveyed  within  the  last  five  years,  iriiile  the 
annual  sales  in  that  territory  do  not  amount  to  a  fiftieth 
part  of  that  quantity.  The  same  remarks  were  applicable 
to  Michigan,  and,  in  general,  to  aU  the  new  States.  For 
these  reasons,  he  could  not  see  any  necessi^  for  expend- 
ing a  larger  sum  than  is  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  His  amendment  would  leave  a^  the  disposal  of 
the  department,  aiter  discbar^ng  the  arrearages  now  due, 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  wtuch  would  survey  tnree  n^Uoni 
of  acres  for  the  current  year,  while  the  sales  wilt  not  pro- 
bably much  exceed  one  million.  If  we  should  come  back 
again  to  the  old  principle  and  practice  before  the  war, 
from  which  we  have  departed,  and  hereafter  survey  some 
two  or  three  millions  per  annum,  we  should  then  keep 
cons^ntly  on  hand  and  exposed  to  sale  one  hundred  times 
as  much  as  the  annual  demand.  But  in  that  way  we  should 
prevent  thines  from  growing  worse,  and  vroid  fiirther 
unnecessary  depression  in  the  public  property,  or  that  of 
individuals.  He  thought  it  to  be  our  duty  to  afford  a  rea- 
sonable protection  to  both.  Entertaining  these  opinions, 
he  hoped  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Ill'mois,  said,  thou^  he  felt  very 
anxious  that  an  appropriation  should  be  made  to  continue 
the  surveys  of  the  public  land,  he  had  intended  to  permit 
the  vote  to  be  taken  without  submitting  a  remark,  as  he 
considered  the  requisition  of  the  Treasury,  Department, 
and  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  as  ample  evidence  for  the  House  to  funn  their 
judgment  upon;  but,  he  stud,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Virtom]  had  spoken  of  pretensions  setup  by  Illinois, 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  justify  him,  he  hoped,  in  troubling 
the  House  witii  a  few  remarks  in  reply.  He  sud  he  had 
heard  nothing  of  Illinms  until  the  gentleman  had  himself 
mentioned  it,  and  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  was  meant 
by  the  gentleman's  remark.  He  assured  him  that  he 
would  urge  nothing  for  Illinois,  on  this  or  any  other  occa- 
sion, that  was  not  just  and  proper  to  be  granted.  He  said, 
by  the  gentleman's  own  showing,  it  would  be  seen  that 
a  very  hirge  portion  of  the  State  of  Illinms  was  yet  to  be 
surveyed— >«nly  twenty-seven  out  of  fiirty  odd  millions  had 
been  surveyed.  Mr.  D.  spoke  of  the  quality  of  tlie 
aaai  and  beauty  of  the  country  in  the  northern  section  of 
Illinois,  and  north  of  it,  and  the  prospect  of  its  immediate 
wttlement  when  surveyed  and  brought  into  market.  He 
said  there  was  now,  and  had  been  for  several  years,  a 
large  number  of  citizens,  estimated  at  near  ten  thousand, 
reaidiitg  in  the  northern  part  oC  Illinoia,  far  beyond  the 
present  Surveys;  that  an  equal  or  ^eater  number  resided 
north  of  tlie  State,  in  the  Northwest  territory,  where  there 
was  not  an  acre  of  public  land  survej-ed.  He  hoped  tliat 
a  statement  of  these  facts  would  sufncicntly  show  the  ne- 
cessity of  extending  the  surveys  in  Illinois  and  Michigan; 
and  from  statements  he  bad  heard  made  by  other  gentle- 
men, it  was  clear  to  his  mind  that  tiie  necessity  was  equally 

firessing  in  other  sections  of  the  country.  He  said,  if 
urther  evidence  of  tlie  neces^ty  of  these  surveys  was 
neceaaaiy,  lie  could  reftr  the  House  to  sevenil  petitions 
now  upon  their  files. 

Mr.  D.  said,  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  V1RT05]  in  oppontion  tothis  appropriation  was  such 
as  he  would  have  expected  from  the  land  speculator;  and 
if  he  were  permitted  to  make  a  guess,  judging  from  his 
speech  alone,  he  should  say,  that  the  gentleman  was  him- 
self an  extensive  landiioldcr  or  speculator  in  lands. 

[Mr.  VINTON  here  rose,  and  denied  tiiat  he  was  a  laud 
speculator,  or  that  be  was  the  owner  of  any  quantity-  of 
xfiU  tends.] 
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Tbe  SPEAKER  remarked,  that  the  ifentleinan  from  IIU- 
JUM8  did  not  uy  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  a  spe- 
culatori  if  he  had>  he  ahould  have  stopped  him,  at  such  a 
remark  would  have  been  out  of  order. 

Mr.  D.  proceeded,  and  sud,  that  the  whole  ar^ment 
of  the  gentleman  was  in  fuvor  of  keeping  up  the  price  of 
private  land,  by  keeping  the  public  land  out  of  market; 
which  he  said  was  a  policy  peculiarly  &vorable  to  the  land 
speculator,  and  oppreanve  to  the  uoor>  wlio  has  his  home 
yet  to  purchase.  He  sud  tliat  a  tarmer,  who  wanted  his 
land  for  his  own  use,  cared  but  little  whetlier  it  was  csti* 
mated  at  a  hwh  or  low  price;  iior  such  men  generally 
care  at  how  Tow  a  rate  their  poor  neighbors  purchased 
their  homes;  it  was  only  those,  be  said,  who  had  land  to 
sell,  that  felt  much  interest  about  the  price  it  bears. 

Hr.  D.  believed  it  to  be  the  true  policy  of  the  Goveri^ 
ment  to  survey  idl  the  lands  within  the  States  and  Territo< 
ries  as  soon  as  poasible,  and  bring  them  into  market.  He 
thmight  it  quite  probable  that  there  were  enough  settlers 
at  this  moment  on  the  unsurveyed  land,  who  arc  prepared 
to  purchase  their  homes,  to  pay  enoufj^  at  once  to  defray 
the  expense  of  surveying  all  the  public  lands  yet  to  be 
surveyed  in  the  States.  He  said,  in  reply  to  tbe  fear 
expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  HcCot,] 
that  the  public  luids  would  have  to  oe  resurveyed,  that 
he  befieved  the  suggestion  was  entitled  to  little  or  no  con. 
mdenUioni  as  there  never  had  been  a  case  of  the  kind) 
and  he  beUeved,  from  the  manner  of  executing  those  sur- 
veys, that  there  never  would  be  such  a  necessity,  unless 
the  surrey  should  be  erroneous.  He  thought  it  'A'as  too 
late  for  gentlemen  to  succeed  in  an  attempt  to  arrest  the 
emigration  to  the  West.  People,  he  remarked,  are  now 
settled,  in  large  or  small  bodies,  in  nearly  every  district 
of  the  public  uiids  where  the  Indian  title  lias  been  extin- 
guishcdi  and  he  held  it  to  he  the  duty,  as  well  as  the  best 
policy  of  the  Government,  to  afford  them  an  opportunity 
of  purchasing  their  homes  as  sooii  as  poswble,  and  on  the 
most  favorable  terms. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  motion 
made  by  tlie  member  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  McCoy,]  to  re- 
duce the  amount  of  appropriation  for  the  siir\-eying  of  tl»e 
public  lands;  and  he  observed  he  shouM  have  given  a 
■iknt  vote  on  the  question,  but  for  the  remarks  of  the 
honor^le  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vistoh.I 

If  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  in  this  bill  is  to  de- 
pend upon  the  soundness  of  the  policy  which  that  gentle- 
man auvocates,  in  reference  to  tlie  public  lands,  this 
House  will  bear  wiUi  me,  said  Mr.  W.,  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, whilst  I  expose  the  unsoundness  of  such  a  poli- 
ey — its  utter  ruin  to  the  Western  country.  It  is  a  policy 
wliich  belongs  not  to  the  West:  it  Itas  its  origin  anci  per- 
manent residence  in  other  regions.  Feeling  a  lively  inte- 
rest for  the  growtli  and  prosperity  of  the  land  of  my  birth, 
and  of  my  home,  I  am  compelled  to  rise  in  my  place,  to- 
day, and,  in  the  name  of  tlie  whole  West,  (he  entire 
West,  the  "further  Wesl,"  repudiate  tlie  doctrines  ad- 
vanced by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  lliese  doctrines  and 
opinions  belong  not  to  the  West:  they  are  exotici^  and 
cannot  floutish  m  that  ctimate. 

I  do  this,  sir,  thus  explicitly,  because  these  opinions, 
emanating  fVom  so  respectable  a  source  as  the  member 
from  Ohio,  may  hereafler  be  referred  to  as  fiimUhing  evi- 
dence of  tlie  public  sentiment  now,  among  a  people  with 
whom  it  is  my  pride  to  have  lived. 

Tbe  gentleman,  as  a  representative  of  the  West,  is  pe- 
culiar in  his  opinions  on  this  subject.  I  doubt  if  another 
nun,  west  of  the  mountaim,  in  or  out  of  this  House,  thinks 
as  he  does  upon  this  very  interesting  question.  I  attribute 
to  the  gentleman  every  sincerity  of  motive  to  wlueh  he  is 
entitled.  His  opinions  are  the  results  of  early  impressions 
in  the  land  of  his  birth,  (New  England,)  where  they  have 
been  long  cherished,  and  which  were  boldly  unfolded  at 
the  last  srsuon,  in  tlic  rcsnlution  of  a  Senator  fivm  Con- 


necticut, the  pretext  (not  the  subject-matter)  of  a  long 
and  able  debate  in  the  Senate,  upon  eveiy  other  subject 
save  the  one  proposed  by  the  resolution. 

l-hope,  Mr.  Speaker,  itisnotthe  wish  of  the  gentleman 
to  renew  that  discussion  in  tliis  House  upon  an  item  in  an 
appropriation  bill.  If  it  he  the  object  of  the  member  to 
get  up  a  discussion  upon  the  subject  of  the  public  lands,  I 
mvoke  him  to  submit  his  propoution — let  us  see  its  length 
and  breadth  upon  i>aper,  in  a  tangible  form,  that  we  may 
discuss  it,  and  vote  it  down.  What  are  the  injections  of 
the  member  from  Ohlototheappropriatioii  now  under  con- 
sideration, and  the  arguments  by  which  these  objections 
are  sustained?  The  gentleman  savs,  we  have  more  land 
now  surveyed  than  we  shall  be  able  to  sell  in  thirty  years; 
and  he  has  furnished  us  with  the  tablesof  the  quantity  sur- 
veyed, and  number  of  acres  sold.  His  statistics  I-do  not 
controvert.  Admit  the  facts  and  hit  inftircnces,  is  it  any 
argument  aninst  continuing  the  surveying?  If  tbe  aigu- 
ment  i«  vorai  any  thing,  it  would  have  its  nill  weight  upon 
a  proposition  to  suspend,  by  law,  the  sales,  not  the  survey- 
ing, of  the  public  huida.  We  are  not  obliged  to  bring  the 
lands  into  market  so  soon  as  surveyed,  if  it  be  tlie  policy 
of  tbe  Government  to  limit  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
and  confine  the  population  to  the  States  and  Territoties 
already  surveyed.  If  it  were  proper  to  do  this,  and  a  law 
were  now  passed,  declaring  that  not  anotlier  section  of 
public  land  should  be  surveyed  until  the  last  acre  now  sur- 
veyed was  sold  and  occupied,  still  it  would  be  proper  to 
progress  with  the  surveying,  that  the  Government  should 
know  something  of  the  qu^^,  s^  and  ntuation  of  the 
public  domain. 

Ottier  reasons  might  be  urged  why  the  surveying  of  the 
public  lands  should  pi'ogress  rapidlyi  but  I  pass  by  them, 
to  conoder  the  main  pomt  in  the  genllemaii's  argument 
which  has  often  been  presented  to  us  in  tliis  or  some  other 
shape,  and  by  the  member  from  Ohio  especially.  And 
that  is,  if  I  understand  it  correctly,  the  United  States,  by 
her  land  system,  by  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  t)ic  pub- 
lic lands,  holds  out  inducements  to  the  citizens  of  the  older 
States  to  emigrate,  and  purchase  land  for  themselves, 
thereby  extending  our  settlements  beyond  tbe  limits  which 
a  true  regard  to  the  interest  of  tbe  Government  and  of 

Government 
quan. 

ti^  is  greater  Uian  tlie  deniand;  consequently,  the  price 
of  landed  estate  in  tlie  luuids  of  individuul  purcliasers  from 
the  Government  ia  less,  and  more  than  one-half  its  value, 
thus  producing  ruin  upon  whole  communities,  as  well  as 
(grating  uijustice  to  individuals. 

I  have,  Mr.  Speaker,  givei\  the  substance  of  tlie  gentle- 
man's ai'gumen^  if  notms  words.  1  invite  him  to  review 
it  himself,  and  sec  if  he  is  trilling  to  stand  by  it.  1  pro- 
pose to  analyze  it  briefly,  tliat  we  may  see  if  it  be  founded 
upon  that  public  policy  which  has,  and  which  I  hope  ever 
will  be  pursued  by  this  Guvemroent:  a  policy  connected 
with  her  tnie  ialereatsand  future  welfare— a  policy  which 
will  fpve  physical  strength  and  moral  energy  to  the  popu- 
lation of  the  United  States.  I  mean  such  a  disposition  of 
her  public  lands  as  will  put  it  in  the  power  of  evcty  man, 
however  poor  and  humble  in  society,  to  acquire  a  home 
for  himself,  ami  a  fireside  fur  his  family.  Witb  a  pdpu> 
laUon  of  freeholders,  of  men  who  have  their  homes  with 
all  the  interesting  endearments  which  belong  to  that  name, 
and  a  Government  to  wliich  tliey  may  turn  and  look  upon 
as  a  benefactor,  what  have  our  free  institutions  to  lear 
from  intestine  divi«ons  or  foreign  invauon.'  Notliin^  sir 
— nothing. 

With  a  Govcniment  like  ours,  and  our  dtixena  freebold- 
ei-s,  liberty  must  ever  be  secure  in  this  her  favored  land. 
No  liostilc  Power  will  dare  plant  upon  our  border*  bis 
footsteps,  i  wish  1  could  offer  stronger  inducements  than 
at  present  ^xut,  to  my  countrj'men,  vtho  arc  the  tenanti. 
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and  gire  more  than  half  their  fubatance  ftnd  tabor  to  land- 
lords, to  puU  up  the  stakes,  and  take  up  the  line  of  march 
to  a  countiy  where  the  labor  of  nx  months  will  buy  them  a 
home  of  rar  better  land  than  that  upon  which  they  eke 
out  a  miserable  enstence  of  labor  and  penury,  that  aris- 
tocracy may  live  in  splendor  and  pomp.  The  eiFect  of 
the  gentleman's  policy  is  to  continue  thia  Maite  of  things. 
Ue  insists  that  the  United' States  shall  not  bring  her  pub- 
lic lands  into  market;  because,  by  doing  so,  toe  value  of 
the  I  eal  estate  of  individuals  ia  lessened — the^  can  neither 
tell  nor  rent  their  lands  so  high.  Our  population  is  extend- 
ing itself^  and  the  older  States  sustain  a  material  injury. 

Land  ii  too  cheap  already,  says  the  gentleman.  I  well 
recollect  the  policy  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treaaury,  (Mr.  Rush,)  under  the  lut  administrationf 
and  tbii  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  called 
it  to  memory  at  the  present  moment.  He,  sir,  was  in 
Avar  of  what  is  now  a  very  &ahionabIe  term,  '*  the  Ame- 
rican system."  He  wta,  in  hia  report,  justifying  the  prin- 
ciple,  that  the  agricultural  interest  of  the  West  ought  to 
be  tAxed.  to  support  the  manu&cturing  interest  of  tlie 
Eastt  because,  in  hia  ojunion,  Congress,  by  the  reduced 
price  at  which  public  lands  were  sold,  gave  to  agriculture 
a  bounty  equivalent  to  the  increase  of  taxation  in  favor  of 
manu&cturea;  and  if  my  memory  docs  not  deceive  me,  he 
ctmdemned  the  pcdicy  tlius  pursued,  because  it  excited 
to  emigration  from  the  manuucturing  districts,  and  there- 
by  enmutced  the  price  of  labor  to  the  manufacturert  and 
thence  deduced  an  argument  in  fiivor  of  this  taxation  vipon 
the  farming  intereats,  for  the  benefit  of  the  raanufactur- 
iiw  States.  How  was  this  ar^ment  received  in  the  West? 
With  universaJ  disapprobation,  as  the  elections  of  1^ 
will  attest.  '  I  protest  against  it  in  every  ahape,  whenever 
and  however  used.  That  policy  which  has  for  its  object 
to  build  up  an  interest  in  thia  country  at  the  expense  of 
the  &rmti)g  interest,  which  has  for  its  purpose  the  con- 
centration of  popuhtion,  in  order  to  reduce  the  price  of 
labor,  and  exact  from  it  its  hard  earnings  to  sustein  a  par- 
ticular interest-— odi  it  by  whatever  name  you  will,  give 
to  it  all  the  eharms  which  impassioned  elaquence  can 
claim — I  am  utterly  opposed  to  it. 

And  this,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the  tendency  of  the  gentle- 
man's argument.  He,  too,  thinks  that  tlie  facility  which 
this  Government  affords  to  a  poor  man  to  escape  from  the 
raasala^  of  a  tenant  to  the  freedom  of  a  landholder,  les- 
sens the  price  of  lands  in  the  hands  of  individuals,  and 
increases  the  price  of  labor.  But,  sir,  the  gentleman 
claims  it  as  an  act  of  justice  which  we  owe  to  those  who 
have  bought  lands  of  the  Government  heretofore  at  two 
dollars  per  acre,  to  hold  up  our  lunds.  For  what  purpose  ■ 
That  tlieae  purchasers  may  sell  again,  to  realize  a  profit, 
I  suppose. 

Again:  The  gentleman  says  tlie  price  of  land  has  fiillen 
to  half  its  former  value,  in  ctmsequenee  of  the  policy 
which  tlte  United  States  has  pursued  in  reference  to  her 
public  domain  for  the  last  twelve  or  fourteen  years.  I 
deny  that  it  is  Owing  to  this  cause  entirely,  if,  indeed,  at 
all.  Other  and  more  immediate  causes  must  present  it- 
self to  the  inquiring  mind.  Ia  it  in  this  country  alone 
that  the  price  of  real  esbite  has  fallen?  Is  real  estate  in 
this  country  the  only  estate  tliat  has  depreciated  ?  No,  sir, 
every  thing  has  sunk  in  value,  and  the  true  cause  may 
be  traced  by  the  political  economist  in  the  appreciation  of 
the  medium  of  exchange — the  precious  metals;  and  the 
man  who  buys  his  land  now  in  Illinois  at  one  dollar  and 
twenty.five  cents  per  acre,  pays  as  much  for  it  as  the  geo- 
tlentan's  comtitiients,  who  bought  seventeen  or  eighteen 
years  ago  at  two  dollars  per  acre.  Sir,  he  pays  more, 
according  to  the  comparative  value  of  specie  then  and 
now,  as  estimated  by  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meana  on  }'our  table.  This  policy  of  stopping 
the  surreyiiig  of  the  pablic  lands  now,  will  very  well 
suit  the  gentleniliTt%  own  Stale,  where  eveiy  acre  has  been 


surveyed,  and  subject  to  location.  Stop  the  surveys,  and 
limit  the  sales  in  other  States  and  Territories,  and  you 
will  perhaps  increase  the  tide  of  emigration  to  the  great 
and  flourishing  State  of  Ohio,  and  you  may  increase  the 
value  of  lands  owned  by  private  individuals  too.  Is  it 
our  duty  to  do  this?  Shall-  we,  by  our  legislation,  attempt 
to  restnUn  the  tide  of  emigration?  You  mi^ht  as  well,  sir,  at- 
tempt to  stay,  the  tide  of  that  mightiest  of  rivers  which  gives 
name  and  consequence  to  the  Western  country.  There 
are  reasons,  however,  sir,  unconnected  with  this  view  of 
Ihe  subject,  why  the  surveying  of  the  public  lands  should 
progress  with  accelerated  rapidity.  The  tide  of  emigra- 
tion in  front  is  forced  on  by  its  succeeding  wave,  and 
jrour  public  lands  will  be  occupied  by  your  citizens,  and 
improved,  whether  ^ou  survey  them  or  not;  and  what  is 
the  consequence?  At  eveiysesnon  of  Congress,  at  this 
sesuon,  we  are  compelled  to  interrupt  our  regular  system 
of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  by  granting  to  these 
honest  pioneers  the  right  of  settlement  and  pre.«mption. 
No  Congress  has  yet  refused  it;  no  Congress  will  remaelt. 
My  situation  as  a  Biember  of  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  enables  me  to  speak  of  the  &ct,  if  it  has  not 
already  attracted  the  attention  of  the  House,  that  peti- 
tions from  every  quarter  in  behalf  of  this  worthy  class  of 
our  population  now  lie  upon  your  table,  calling  upon 
you  to  extend  to  them  the  privileges  of  the  pre-emption 
law  of  last  session,  upon  the  ground  that  the  land  on 
which  they  reside  had  not  been  surveyed)  consequently, 
they  could  not  avail  themselves  of  the  beneficent  provi- 
sions of  that  f^ct.  We  must  grant  tt  them;  we  cannot 
refuse;  and  I  hope  no  American  Con^«ss  will  be  found 
wilUng  to  enose  the  home,  the  labor,  of  a  citizen  to  the 
highest  bidacr,  with  a  view  to  wrin?  from  him  the  last 
dollar  to  pay  for  that  which  his  own  labor  has  produced — 
his  little  tenement,  the  shelter  of  his  family.  There  is 
but  one  way  to  stop  these  appeals,  and  that  is,  by  survey- 
ing the  land  as  speedily  as  possible.  Tou  cannot  prevent 
your  dtizens  fW>m  taking  ^ossearion  of  the  public  Isnds. 
Yuu  may  pais  your  penal  laws  to  prevent  it,  but  you  can- 
not enforce  them.  The  public  sentiment  and  feelii^  are 
against  such  laws,  and  they  would  be  dead  letters  on  your 
statute  book.  I  trust,  ur,  the  amendment  will  not  pre- 
vail, and  that  the  Government  will  be  permitted  to  pro* 
gresa  with  all  reasonable  despatch  to  execute  the  surveys, 
and  bring  tlie  lands  into  market. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  said,  that  the  deUys  and  dif- 
ficulties succeeding  the  acquisition  of  Florida  by  the 
United  States,  the  time  rei^uired  for  the  ezanunation  and 
decision  of  the  claims  derived  from  the  former  Govern- 
ment, and  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  had  retarded  the 
surveys  of  the  public  lands  in  that  territory.  What- 
ever might  be  the  neces^ty  in  other  quarters,  where 
tliese  embarrassments  djd  not  exist,  he  was  sure  it  would 
Dpente  it^uriously  to  that  part  of  the  country  whose  in- 
terests it  was  his  duty  to  guard  on  tlus  floor.  He  wu 
opposed  to  striking  out  tiie  proposed  appropriation,  and 
most  solemnly  protested  against  the  arguments  on  which 
it  was  urged  upon  the  House.  If  he  properly  under- 
stood the  honorable  member  from  Ohio,  he  was  in  favor 
of  «triking  out  that  section  of  the  bill,  because  t!iere 
were  lands  enough  surveyed  for  the  market;  and  ofTer- 
ing  new  lands  for  sale  would  depreciate  the  price  of  that 
be]  fore  purchased.  This  might  suit  the  meridian  of  Ohio, 
Illinois,  and  Missouri,  but  it  is  not  in  accurdance  with  the 
rights  ur  interests  of  Arkansas  and  Florida.  The  gentle- 
man has  said  that  eight  millions  of  acres  hare  been  survey- 
ed in  Florida,  because  he  lias  a  printed  statement  saying 
that  twenty-four  millions  were  to  be  surveyed  in  1825. 
I  do  not  believe,  at  that  time,  Uiat  there  vraa  half  a  million 
surveyed;  and  the  only  way  in  whieti  it  can  he  accounted 
for  is,  that  the  author  of  tlie  paper  he  holds  in  his  hands 
put  down  the  private  land  claims  tiiat  were  held  under  the 
treaty,  as  no  part  of  the  public  lamls  to  be  surveyed. 
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[Mr.  VINTON  explained^  He  said  had  deriTed  his 
infonnation  irom  the  statistical  tables  of  Van  Zandt  and 
WattertKin.  From  these,  it  impeare^  that,  in  1825,  three 
millioiM  of  acres  of  lands  had  been  surveyed  in  Florida; 
Uiere  were  now  seven  millions  surveyed.  There  were 
said  to  have  been  thirty-one  millions  of  acres  of  land 
purchased  by  the  United  States  in  Florida-  By  a  state- 
ment of  the  delegates  from  that  territory,  read  frqm 
the  Clerk's  table  yesterday,  it  appeared  that  twenty-four 
millions  of  acres  remained  to  be  surveyed,  and  the  gen- 
tleman could  therefore  make  bis  own  calculations  of  the 
.  quantity  that  had  been  already  surveyed.  ] 

Mr.  W.  continued,  urging  the  many  conwderations  of 
.poficy  and  expediency  of  proceeding  with  the .  surveys, 
the  necessity  tor  encouraging  settlement  and  population. 
He  stated  that  the  poor  settlers  who  were  entitled,  by  the 
bounty  of  the  Government,  to  a  pre-emption,  could  not 
enter  their  lands  for  want  of  an  extension  of  the  surveys. 

Hr.  PETTIS,  of  Missouri,  said  the  House  was  then  en- 
gaged in  a  dtscuadon  on  a  subject  about  which  it  appeared 
to  be  in  order  to  say  any  and  every  thing,  save  that  which 
related  to  the  subject  itself.  He  was  not  disposed  to  fol- 
low the  example  set  liim.  Whilst  he  was  anxious  to  avoid 
every  remark  calculated  to  produce  the  least  excitement, 
he  ivas  very  desirous  of  having  an  opportunity  of  {ilacing 
the  subject  of  the  surveying  of  the  public  lands  in  its  pro- 
per light  before  the  House. 

Mr.  P.  begged  leave  to  remind  gentlemen  of  what  had 
frequently  occurred  in  the  House  when  any  discusnon  took 
place  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands.  Whenever  any  pro- 
position was  before  it  proposing  to  amend  the  sj'stem  in  re- 
^rdto  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands;  whenever 
it  was  proposed  to  reduce  the  price  of  these  lands,  yea,  the 
refuse  of  these  lands,  and  that  to  actual  settlers,  m  small 
parcels;  we  of  the  new  States  have  had  it  rung  in  our  ears 
from  various  quarters  of  the  liallt  we  have  uen  entreat- 
ed by  gentlemen  not  to  interrupt  the  existing  system  in 
regard  to  these  lands.  We  have  been  told  that  the  sys- 
tem was  devised  by  the  wisest  men  of  the  nation,  and  ma- 
tured by  the  wisdom  of  experience.  They  have  said  to  us, 
<(  let  us  go  on  in  the  usual  way;  wc  are  disposed  to  be  li- 
beral to  the  new  States."  Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  the  tunc  is 
now  changed.  The  gentlemen  are  themselves  proposing 
an  innovation  of  the  most  prejudicial  character  to  the  new 
States  and  to  the  Territories.  Your  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  have  told  you  that  the  estimate  made  by  the 
several  surveyors  was  #200,000  dollars;  that  made  and 
sent  in  by  the  Treasury  Department  was  4150,000;  and 
the  committee  propose  appropriating  but  $130,000  for  the 
surveys  to  be  made  the  ensuing  year.  We  all  know  that 
no  appropriation  was  made  fur  Uiis  object  at  the  last  ses- 
sion; and  tlie  committee  have  told  us  that  tlie  land  office 
department  was,  in  consequence,  $30,000  in  arrears.  The 
committee  have  stated  that  the  appropriation  recommend- 
ed by  tliem  is  about  the  average  of  such  appropriations 
made  during  the  last  seven  or  eight  years,  and  not  so  mucli 
as  had  been  appropriated  f«r  many  years  previous  thereto. 
Notwithstanding  these  facts,  we  have  seen  the  gentlemen 
heretofore  so  much  opposed  to  innovation,  propomng  to 
strike  out  the  appropriation  recommended,  and  inserting 
less  than  half  that  sum.  We  liave  been  told  by  the  gen> 
tleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vistoh]  that  this  is  an  enormous 
appropriation,  tUid  that  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  do  not 
justify  it.  The  nett  proceeds  of  these  sales  for  the  last 
year  amounted  to  nearly  two  millions  of  dolltu-s.  Can 
this  appropriation,  then,  be  considered  enormous?  That 
gentleman  has  told  us  that,  from  1615  tfi  1S30,  the  Go- 
vernment surveyed  and  brought  into  market  too  great  a 
portion  of  these  lands,  and  that  the  consequence  bad  been 
a  great  depreciation  in  the  value  of  lands  m  the  liunds  of 
inaividiials.  And  lie  now  opposed  tlic  present  appropria 
tion,  because,  as  he  sayi^  it  will  bring  too  much  land  into 
market,  and  the  result  will  be  a  furtlicrdcpreciationofthe 


price  of  private  property.  Mr.  P.  sad  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  attribute  personal  motives  to  the  ^ntlemui  from 
Ohio,  but  he  iKd  impute  to  bim  connderstions  of  State  in* 
terest.  The  true  secret  is,  that  Ohio  has  no  more  public 
lands  to  be  surveyed.  All  the  public  lands  within  her 
limits  were  surveyed  dnring  the  time  when,  according  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  the  Government  was  pursuing 
an  extravagant  course  in  regwd  to  these  surveys.  Wc 
then  heard  no  objection  from  Ohio.  It  is  well  known, 
that,  during  that  period,  Ohio  had  grown  up  in  a  manner 
unparallelM  in  tbe  history  of  the  world.  Large  appro* 
priatUms  for  surveying  were  then  wdl  enough.  Neatly 
all  the  pubUc  lands  within  her  limits  have  been  sold,  and 
now  we  are  called  on  to  stop  the  surveys,  for  fear  it  nuy 
have  an  injurious  effect  upon  private  property  in  Ohio. 
We  must  not,  it  is  said,  bring  these  lands  into  competition 
with  private  lands  in  that  State.  They  have  reaped  their 
harvest;  they  hfive  had  their  lands  surveyed  and  sold  an- 
der  this  system;  the  private  property  of  the  citizens  of  the 
old  States  has,  if  you  please,  been  depreciated  in  value 
for  the  benefit  of  Uhioi  this  SUte  has  rapidly  popuUted 
from  the  old  States  under  this  system;  but  now,  forsooth, 
Ohio  having  all  she  desires,  the  system  of  surveying  is  to 
be  stopped  for  her  benefit,  to  keep  up  the  value  of  ber 
private  property,  and  to  keep  her  population  from  being 
induced  to  migrate  further  we^.  This  is  not  all;  there 
u  another  motive.  On  a  certain  occanon,  a  million^  of 
acres  of  the  public  lands  were  f^ven  to  Ohio  for  making 
canals.  He  would  not  say  it  was  given  by  way  of  bribe, 
it  is  true,  however,  that,  at  a  particuUr  crisis,  two  bills 
were  pushed  through  Coiigrcss,  having  different  and 
oppoung  friends,  each  bill  making  a  donation  of  about 
500,000  acres  of  land.  These  lands  have  be*n  selected  in 
small  parcels  from  the  best  of  the  publiclanda  in  that 
State;  and  now  the  survey  of  other  public  lands  is  to  b« 
checked,  to  prevent  other  lands  from  being  brouglit  in 
competition  with  these  lands,  thus  ^ven  and  thus  select- 
ed, and  to  keep  up  their  value.  Sir,  said  Mr.  P-,  is  this 
liberal.'  Is  it  generous?  Is  it  fair?  He  would  not  say  it 
was  unjust,  but  he  would  say  it  was  very  unfau*.  The 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vistok,]  not  satisfied  with 
using  these  aiguments^  has  thought  proper  to  state  tliat  the 
most  of  the  revenue  arising  from  tbe  sales  of  pubbc  hmds 
is  drawn  from  the  old  land  districts,  and  consequently 
from  Ohio.  Sir,  tlie  gentleman  is  mistaken.  The  fact  is 
not  so.  The  sales  of  the  public  hinds  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, for  the  last  year,  amount  to  nearly  double  the 
amount  of  those  from  Ohio.  The  sales  in  Missouri,  in  In- 
diana, and  in  Alabama,  greatly  exceed  those  of  Ohio  for 
the  last} car. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  based  his  oppontion  to 
lis  bill  on  the  ground  that  there  is  already  more  land  in 


this 

market  than  is  demanded  by  purcliasers.  ^  He  contends 
titat  the  Government  should  act  aa  an  individual,  and  not 
permit  the  supply  to  exceed  the  demand  Ipr  it.  Was  not 
this  the  cose  when  the  Government  was  makii^  such  liberal 
appropriations  for  surveys  in  Ohio?  Could  the  gentle- 
man, at  any  period  referred  to,  have  said,  in  favor  of  more 
surveys,  tlut  the  Government  can  sell  more  lands  in  tha 
next  year  tiian  are  already  surveyed?  Shall  we  now  change 
our  course  for  the  benefit  of  Ohio,  who,  from  her  proxim- 
ity to  the  old  States,  has  always  possessed  a  great  ad- 
vantage over  other  new  States'?  Shall  the  Government 
hug  the  public  laiids  as  a  treasure  for  mere  purposes  of 
revenue  r  Shall  they  prize  their  lands  as  the  sordid  miser 
does  his  gold?  This  doctrine  has  been  utterly  disclaimed 
by  all  parties  in  auother  quarter.  The  proposition  to 
stop  the  aixrveya  of  the  public  lands  had  been  disoisflcd 
at  great  length  in  the  quarter  referred  to.  It  received  a 
decisive  negative,  not  oa)y  then,  but,  as  was  tlicn  believ- 
ed, its  evermting  quietus,  by  the  good  people  of  this  na- 
tion. Believing  this  quesdoa  at  rest  for«ver,  be  bad  been 
taktn  by  surprise  in  this  debate.    He  would  take  tliit 
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occasion  to  say,  however,  that  he  considered  H  the  duty 
of  the  Government,  »nd  very  important  to  the  new  Stated 
that  these  lands  should  be  brougnt  into  market  as  specdilj' 
as  the  United  States  can  reasonably  defray  the  expense 
thereof,  and  that  every  facility  should  be  •  afforded  to  the 
extinguishment  of  the  title  of  the  Government  m  and  to 
these  lands.  And  to  this  end,  he  contended  the  price  of 
these  lands  should  be  reduced,  especially  in  favor  of  ac- 
tual settlers..  He  made  tliese  remarks,  because  he  was 
well  satisfied  that  this  opposition  to  the  surveying  of  more 
lands  was  a  preliminary  step  to  the  stand  to  De  taken 
t^unst  any  reduction  of  the  price  of  public  lands.  Gen- 
t^men  have  been  railing  against  innovation  in  the  land 
8)'3lem,  until  they  have  ^ot  ready  their  own  machinery; 
and  now  they  are  for  a  vigorous  effort  to  oppress  still  fur- 
ther the  new  States,  in  regard  to  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  felt  himself  bound  to  take  notice  of  the 
remarks  made  by  the  gentluman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vi^- 
TO!r,]  and  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Wick- 
LiFFE,]  relative  to  tlie  claims  set  up  by  some  of  the  new 
States  to  the  public  lands.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
in  opposing  this  appropriation,  has  thought  proper  to 
urge,  as  a  reason  for  nis  opposition,  that  some  of  the 
States  had  certain  pretensions  to  the  right  of  pnmerty  in 
the  lands  within  their  limits;  and  inunuutcs  that  me  Unit- 
ed States  should  survey  no  more  of  these  lands,  because 
he  says  it  is  for  the  States  tlius  setting  up  their  claims. 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  in rcpellingUiese  insinua- 
UonB,  has  indulged  himself  in  ridicule  of  those  who  enter- 
tain such  opinions.  He  has,  indeed,  uttered  very  severe 
denanoations  uainst  them.  He  was  sotry  to  hear  such 
remarks  from  uat  quarter;  but  be  felt  himself  called  on 
to  make  a  reply.  Mr.  F.  said  it  was  well  known  to  the 
House,  that,  during  the  last  sesuon,  the  new  States  were 
ridiculed,  taunted,  reproached,  for  the  pretensions  some 
of  them  had  made  to  the  right  of  proper^  in  the  public 
domain  within  their  limits.  This  was  urged  then  as  a 
reason  why  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  shoiud  be  divided 
among*  all  the  States,  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ment and  education.  On  that  account,  the  public  lands  in 
the  new  States  were  to  be  seized  on,  and  i^vided  out  among 
the  old  States.  Observing  the  strong  prejutticea  which 
had  been  excited  by  these  insinuations,  he  attempted  to 
remove  them,  by  frankly  and  fully  stating  the  arguments 
and  grounds  on  which  they  relied  for  the  justness  of  tlieir 
conclusions.  He  had  asked  to  be  shown  the  part  of  the 
constitution  which  authorized  the  United  States  to  hold 
lands  within  the  limits  of  a  sovereign  State.  He  had  in- 
mited  that,  if  the  tiovemment  could  hold  these  lands,  and 
■en  them,  thej  could  lease  them,  and  make  the  citizens  of 
the  new  States  tenants  to  the  United  States.  He  had 
urged,  that  the  practice  of  the  Government,  in  regard  to 
crown  lands  in  the  old  States,  showed  what  the  first  opi- 
nions under  the  constitution  were  on  this  sublet.  He 
had,  as  poUtely  and  respectfully  as  he  could,  invited  gen- 
tlemen to  answer  his  arguments.  No  one,  not  even  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  had  met  the  araument.  None 
had  undertaken  the  task.  The  subject  had,  it  is  true, 
been  touched  on  in  another  body,  and  barely  touched  on, 
for  the  argument  was  not  met.  The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  had  now,  for  the  first  time,  alluded  to  the  sub- 
ject, and,  instead  of  meeting  the  argument,  he  has  under, 
taken  to  denounce  the  doctrine  as  a  dream,  a  vision,  a 
nopuUri^-hunting scheme.  [HereHr.WICKLIFFBasked 
JeaTe  to  explain:  He  said  he  assured  tlie  gentleman  from 
Missouri  that  he  did  not  alhide  to  Mm.  He  had  neither 
heard  nor  read  his  speech,  and  «'as  not  thinking  of  it.]  I 
thought  so,  continued  Mr.  P.  I  thought  the  gentleman  had 
neither  heard  nor  read  my  speech;  and  that  may  he  one 
reason  why  he  does  not  understand  the  subject.  The 
House  will  pardon  me  for  saying  it  is  the  gentleman's  mis- 
fortune. If  he  bad  read  my  speech,  he  would  not,  I  am 
sure,  have  indulged  in  the  remarks  he  itasdc.    Mr.  P. 
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said,  of  one  thing,  however,  he  was  certwn;  the  only  way 
the  gentleman  could  refute  the  arguments  would  he,  by 
voting  against  the  measure  if  ever  it  shall  come  before 
him. 

But  to  return  to  tlie  immediate  subject  before  us,  Mr. 
P.  said  he  conndered  the  Government  pledged  to  take 
the  most  Uberal  steps  to  settle  and  sell  tne  public  lands. 
In  1780,  the  old  Congress,  when  they  invited  the  States 
to  surrender  their  wild  lands,  made  a  sacred  pledge  that 
these  lands  should  be  settled  and  sold,  and  formed  into 
distinct  republican  States,  Imving  the  same  rights  of 
sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  on^nal 
States,  Shall  we  no't  redeem  this  pledge?  How  can  it  be 
redeemed,  but  by  having  these  lands  surveyed?  How  can 
you  have  these  lands  s<Hd  and  settled,  vithont  bringing 
the  price  within  the  means  of  the  great  body  of  pur- 
chasers? Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  if  no  amelioration  is  intended 
to  be  extended  to  us,  we  cannot,  surely,  bear  amore  i^d 
system.  Let  us  have  the  usual  appropriation  for  survey- 
ing, and  adjust  other  matters  in  relation  to  these  lands 
hereafter.  - 

Mr.  STRONG  regretted  that  so  much  debate  had  taken 

fdace  on  the  proposed  amendment.  He  said  he  was  in 
■ivor  of  going  on  irith  the  surveys,  and  believed  the  usual 
appropriations  for  the  purpose  averaged  about  $50,000. 
He  wanted  to  know,  however,  what  had  become  of  the 
$94,000,  of  which  he  had  before  spoken'  'Was  it  all  ex- 
pcnde<l  last  year  for  surveys?  Was  the  department  now 
in  debt?  His  desire  was  to  get  at  the  facts.  Had  $84,000 
been  expended  last  year  for  surveys,  and  was  the  depart- 
ment in  debt  $80,000  more?  If  such  was  the  fact,  he 
wanted  to  know  the  reasons  for  so  great  an  eipen^ture 
for  the  purpose.  He  was  willing  to  give  fifty  or  sixty 
thousand  dollars  a  year  for  surveys,  but  he  saw  no  neces- 
sity for  granting  a  hundred  or  a  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year  to  carry  them  on.  He  was  desirous 
that  tlic  department  should  be  out  'of  debt,  and  then  let 
the  surveys  go  on  as  fiiat  as  they  were  necessary. 

Mr.  V£RPLANCK  said  his  colleague  would  find  an 
answer  to  his  inquiries,  hy  turning  to  the  report  of  the 
Commissioner  or  the  General  Land  Office,  appended  to 
the  message  of  the  President  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session,  (from  which  he  read  an  extract.)  He 
said  further,  that  the  present  appropriation  would  cover 
all  arrearages. 

Mr.  '\'INTON  said  it  was  not  his  intention,  after  what  he 
had  said,  to  enter  further  into  the  debate;  but  the  remarks 
that  had  been  made,  applicable,  not  to  the  question,  but 
to  himself  personally,  and  to  the  State  of  Ob«v  left  no 
attematiTe  Dutto  vmdicate  himself  and  the  State  from 
which  he  came.  When  on  the  floor  before,  he  had  stated 
certain  fiicta,  and  deduced  from  them  what  he  thought  to 
be  fair  arguments  and  inferences.  No  genfleman  had 
disproved  the  &cts,  or  met  the  argtiment,  or  refuted  the 
inferences.  But  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  create  a 
prejudice  in  the  House  agamst  those  arguments,  unworthy 
tiie  place  and  of  those  who  have  resorted  to  it.  On  every 
side  he  had  been  assailed  by  imputations  ^repted  at  him 
personally  and  at  his  State. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  had  thrown  out  the  un- 
founded insinuation  that  he  was  a  land  speculator,  and 
had  fitted  his  argument  to  his  own  interest;  while  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  who  was  followed  up  by  the 
gentleman  from  ftlissou'ri,  had  thought  proper  to  open  an 
attack  upon  the  State  of  Ohio,  tluvugfa  1^,  by  asserting 
that  Ohio  had  been  the  bvored  Btite  the  West,  and 
when  she  had  obtained  all  her  ends,  she  was  actuated  by 
a  desire  to  Oppress  and  keep  down  the  other  new  States. 
He  would  say  to  those  gentlemen,  one  and  all,  that  to 
answer  an  argument  was  one  thing,  and  to  fly  away  from 
it  into  insinuation  was  another.  It  was  an  artince  to  escape 
from  an  argument,  which  no  gentleman  who  had  a  proper 
self-respeot  would  hazard  in  the  &ce  «f  an  inteUtgent  as- 
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lemblj'.  The  gentleman  from  Missouri,  iii  particular, 
had  fpven  himseirgreat  indulgence  in  inwnuations  against 
the  State  of  Ohio.  He  had  otltcd  on  her  delegation  to  do 
as  tliey  bad  been  done  by,  and  commented  very  much  at 
brge  upon  the  favors  which  Ohio  liad  received  from  Con- 
gress. He  said  tliat  vast  sums  of  money  bad  been  paid 
for  surveying  the  lands  in  Ohioi  that  now  they  were  all 
surveyed,  she  was  anziouB  to  arrest  the  surveys  in  Mis- 
souri, at  the  same  time  taxing  Ohio  wi^  ingratitude  and 
other  sinister  motives.  Sir,  if  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri is  desirous  that  his  State  shouldbe  treated,  in  respect 
to  tlie  public  land?,  as  the  State  of  Ohio  has  been,  for 
himself  he  would  ask  and  desire  no  more  than  that  the 
gentleman  from  Klissouri  would,  witliout  insinuation,  abide 
the  appUcation  of  the  rule  which  he  seems  to  be  so  anxious 
to  get  the  benefit  of.  He  wants  the  public  lands  aur- 
reycd  in  Missouri  with  (he  same  rapidity  witli  which  that 
operation  was  carried  on  in  Ohio.  The  surveys,  sir, 
were  commenced  in  Ohio  in  1785,  and  were  not  completed 
in  that  State  (uitil  after  the  year  IMO,  a  period  of  more 
than  thirty-five  years.  Now,  sir,  apply  the  nile  of  fa- 
vored Ohio  to  Missouri,  and  the  surveys  will  not  be  com- 
pleted tliere  these  twenty  years  to  come:  thus  much  for 
that  part  of  the  insinuation  that  Ohio  is  unwilling  to  do 
for  others  that  which  has  been  done  for  ber. 
But,  wain,  the  gentleman  says  vast  sums  have  been  ex 

1)ended  ftr  surveys  in  Ohio,  and  now  she  refiues  a  similar 
avor  to  Missouri.  During  these  tMr^-fiv*  years,  a  little 
more  tlian  fourteen  millions  of  acres  were  surveyed  in 
Ohio,  being  the  whole  amount  of  public  land  in 
that  State.  In  the  course  of  some  seven  or  eight  years 
prior  to  1825,  about  twenty-seven  millions  had  been  sur- 
veyed in  Hiasouri,  being  an  expenditure  of  nearly  twice 
as  much  in  IGssouri  as  the  whole  amount  of  all  the  sur- 
veys made  in  Ohio,  and,  too,  in  leas  Uian  one-fiMnih  part 
of  the  time.  Let  the  gentleman  have  the  benefit  of  this 
example  of  favored  Ohio,  and  the  aurveys  in  Missouri 
would  stop  for  the  present  where  they  now  are.  Ohio 
lias  paid  into  the  public  treasury  near  twenty  millions  of 
dollars  for  land,  while  tlie  receipts  from  Missouri  have  not 
gone  much,  if  an^,  beyond  a  million  and  a  half.  Let 
Mi^-ouri  follow  this  example,  if  the  gentleman  is  really 
denrous  to  copy  from  Ohio,  and  tlien  come  and  claim  the 
grants  and  favors  that  have  been  bestowed  on  Ohio. 

Mr-  V.  sud  he  protested  against  the  ri^ht  of  any  gen- 
tleman here  to  arrwgn  the  motives  of  Ohio.  Is  Ohio  to 
be  put  under  the  ban  of  her  neighbors?  Is  she  not  a  part 
of  this  Union?  Has  she  not  interests  which  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  House  to  protect  in  common  with  her  sister  States ' 
Have  not  her  representatives  a  right  to  be  beard  on  this 
fio<v,  and  to  mii^fle  in  debate  in  questions  like  the  pre- 
sent, in  which  she  has  more  at  stake,  and  a  deeper  interest, 
ttum  any  State  in  the  Union?  These,  sir,  arc  rights  which 
her  representatives  on  thia^  floor  will  neither  surrender  nor 
cease  to  exercise,  white  tliey  are  Uthful  to  her  or  true  to 
themaelves. 

Mr.  POLK  BiiA  he  did  not  intend  unnecessarily  to  pro- 
tract this  unexpected  discussion.  His  prin<»pid  object 
was  to  call  back  the  attention  of  tlie  House  to  the  real 
question  before  it.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Wajn  and  Mean*  had  informed  us  that  this  was  the  usual 
and  ordiniiry  annual  appropriation  for  this  object;  that 
it  was  below  the  average  of  appropriations  for  the  survey 
of  the  public  lands,  for  the  last  half  dozen  years  or  more; 
that  it  was  much  below  the  appropriations  for  the  same 
object,  between  the  years  1815  and  1831.  To  refuse  it, 
would  be  suddenly  to  change  what  has,  for  a  great  series 
of  years,  been  understood  to  be  the  settled  policy  of  the 
Government  in  re^rd  to  its  public  domain.  Were  wc 
now  prepared  to  discuss  or  to  decide  tliat  queKtion?  He 
trusted,  upon  this  annual  appropriation  bill  for  the  support 
of  Government,  we  should  not  get  into  a  discusuon  about 
the  expediency  of  chanjpng  our  pait  policy.     If  the 


amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  prevailed, 
more  than  half  of  it  would  be  exhausted  in  paying  ar- 
rearages for  surveys  made  durinp^  the  last  year,  and  the 
sum  remaining  would  be  greatly  less  than  the  usual  sum, 
and  would  be  wholly  inadequate  to  defray  the  expense  of 
surveying  that  portion  of  the  public  lands  which  it  mi^ht 
be  the  interest  of  the  Government  to  survey,  and  bnng 
into  market  the  present  year.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  had  admonished  us  that  we  should  have  an  e^c  to 
economy.  He  believed  that  be  regarded  economy  m  hb 
votes  in  that  House,  as  much  as  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  or  any  other;  but  he  denied  that  it  was  economy  to 
postpone  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands.  When  once 
surveyed,  the  work  liad  never  to  be  done  again.  The 
expense  of  surveying  them  had  to  be  incurred  before 
they  could  be  brouriit  into  nurket;  and  he  thou^it  it  true 
economy  to  place  them  m  a  condition  to  be  sold  as  speedi- 
ly as  possible,  that  the  Government  might  realize  the  price 
of  them.  If  the  object  of  reducing  the  appropriatioD 
was  to  retard  tjieir  sale,  and  thereby  put  a  check  to  tlie 
emigration  to  the  West,  and  prevent  their  speedy  settle- 
ment, he  trusted  that  we  would  not  be  compelled  to  dis- 
cuss a  question,  so  radically  changing  our  policy,  upou  an 
appropriation  bill.  If  economy  was  the  object,  there  was 
the  same  reason  for  reducing  the  appropriation  last  year, 
or  ten  years  ago,  that  there  was  now.  He  trusted  that  the 
House  would  take  the  question  wittiout  further  debate. 

The  question  was  now  loudly  demanded;  and  Mr. 
CLAY  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays;  but  the  House  re- 
fused to  order  them. 

Mr.  STORRS,  of  New  York,  asked  what  bad  been  the 
average  sum  appropriated  for  survevs  in  past  yeara? 

Mr.  VEBPLANCK  replied,  tliat  it  had  varied  from  se- 
venty to  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  tliouaand 
dollars.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  after  due 
examination,  had  fixed  it  at  from  ninety  to  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  Going  back  to  the  year  1815,  it  would 
be  found  to  be  something  more. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  INGERSOLL,  in  answer 
to  tlie  inquirv  of  Mr.  Stohrs,  the  question  was  put  on 
agreeing  to  the  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  HcCox,  and 
dedded  in  the  negative — ^yeas  46,  nays  not  counted. 

'  The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment  proposed 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  deterraiiiM  in  the 
affirmative,  without  a  tUviaion. 

SALARY  OF  THE  MINISTRR  TO  RUSSIA. 

The  question  being  then  abouttobeput  on  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill, 

Mr.  STANBERY  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  salary  of  a  minister  to  Russia  for  the  present 
year.  Mr.  S.  remarked,  that  the  President  had  informed 
the  House  that  the  United  States  were  not  represented  at 
the  court  of  Russia,  nor  wan  it  probable,  Mr.  S.  said, 
that  they  soon  would  be.  Under  such  circumstances,  an 
appropriation  certainly  was  not  necessary,  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  stricken  out  the  bill.  He  called  for  Uic 
yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion;  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CARSON,  the  House  adjourned. 

nOX  THK  ITATlOTTAL  INTBLLIOSKCBR  OF  JkXVAKW  23. 

Mtssrs.  Galea  and  Seaim^-  In  your  report  in  this  morn- 
ing's paper  of  the  debate  on  the  12lh  instant,  concerning 
the  appropriation  for  survcyitig  the  public  lands,  Hi: 
WiG&LiFFB  makes  me  urge  the  following  objection  a^nst 
the  appropriation:  That  **  the  United  States,  by  her  land 
system,  by  reduction  of  the  price  of  public-  bnds,  holda 
out  inducements  to  tlie  citizens  of  the  older  States  to  emi- 
grate, and  purchase  lands  for  themselves;  thereby  extend- 
ing our  settlements  beyond  the  limits  which  a  true  regard 
to  the  interest  of  Uie  Government  and  of  individual  laad- 
holders  will  justify."  Having  a  seat  at  a  distance  from 
Uiat  occupied  by  Mr.  WicKUsrs,  and  bearing  him  but 


Digitized  by 


Gopgle 


485 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


486 


Jix.  13,  1831.]    Repmi  rni  Manufactura—Duty  on  Sugar.—JkRkc^  of  MemberB.— Minister  to  Ruatia.    [H.  or  R. 


imperfectly)  this  Btatement  by  him  of  the  moment  he 
suppMcd  I  had  uied,  wholly  escaped  my  notice,  or  1 
should  hftve  set  him  rig^ht  at  the  time.  I  presume  the 
nme  nreamatmee  occuione4 1^  misapprehenrion  of  my 
remrkB.  I  did  not  lay  what  it  imputed  to  me,  nor  any 
thiiw  like  itt  and  of  course  aH  that  part  of  his  ipeech 
which  b  intended  to  refute  the  argument  he  supposed  me 
to  hare  made,  is  misapplied.  I  never,  upon  the  floqr,  or 
Hiewhere,  objected  to  the  citizens  of  the  old  States  emi- 
gntint?  to  the  newi  nor  did  I,  iu  that  speech,  sny  any 
thing  about  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  publio  Wnm.  It 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  subject  under  discusnon. 
VLj  objection  wu  to  surveying  and  bringing  more  huid 
nito  market  than  there  is  a  demand  for.  The  price  of 
public  land  being  6xed  by  law  at  $1  25  per  acre,  the  pur- 
chaser will  pay  that  price,  whether  one  million  or  one  hun- 
dred millions  are  surveyed  and  brought  intomartcet. 

As  to  the  great  question  of  reducing  the  price  of  public 
lands,  I  have  submitted  the  reKiH  of  my  opinions  respect- 
ing it,  in  the  shape  ait  an  amendment  to  the  graduation 
bin,  and  when  that  bill  ia  called  up,  it  will  be  time  enough 
for  me  to  enress  my  views  on  that  subject. 
Yoiirs,  widi  great  respect, 

SAHUEL  F.  VINTON. 

Jtmaary  30, 1831. 

TitUKSnAT,  jASrAitT  13. 
REPORT  ON  MANUFACTURES. 

Mr.  HALLARY,  from  the  Comniittee  on  Manufiicturest 
to  which  was  referred  so  mqch  of  the  President's  mes- 
sage as  reLttes  to  the  tarifT  of  duties  on  imports,  and  ao 
much  thereof  as  ^e^ects  manufactures,  made  a  report, 
(for  which  see  Appendix.) 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  6,000  copies  or- 
dered to  oe  printed. 

Mr.  MONELL,  from  tlie  same  committee,  submitted  a 
counter  report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee,  and 
6,000  copies  of  that  were  aUo  ordered  to  be  printed. 
REDUCTION  OF  THE  DUTY  ON  SUGAR. 

The  resolution  of  &fr.  HiTirEs,  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  reducUon  of  the  duties  on  brown  sugar,  was 
then  taken  up. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  I..ouisiana,  aftera  few  remarks,  moved 
its  postponement  until  Monday  week,  in  order  to  allow 
tune  me  the  reception  of  cetlain  documents  which  he 
wished  to  obtain  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  HAYNES  opposed  tiie  postponement  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  TUCKER  sud  that  he  saw  no  necessity  for  defer- 
ring the  consideration  of  the  measure.  For  his  own  part, 
he  could  not  perceive  the  object  of  the  proposed  post- 
ponement, nor  could  he  imagine  what  benencial  results 
could  be  produced  by  it.  What,  said  lie,  is  the  purport 
of  this  rot^ution  ?  Does  it  commit  the  House  in  any  man- 
ner? Does  it  invdve  us  in  a  pledge  to  abandon  tvt  to 
pursue  any  line  of  wmcy  in  this  matter^  Does  it  impose 
on  us  the  task  of  diminishing  or  continuing  the  present 
duty  on  sugar?  No.  It  is  simply  a  motion  of  inquiry  on 
the  part  ofthc  comnutteei  and  when  tluit  committee  shall 
have  investigated  the  subject,  and  reported  upon  it,  then 
it  will  be  the  proper  time  for  tbc  House  to  enter  upon  a 
discussion  of  its  merits.  At  present  it  surely  is  not  in 
order  to  do  so.  When  the  proptr  time  arrives,  I,  for  one, 
shidl  have  no  objection  to  go  into  the  whole  question,  and 
to  lake  into  consideration  all  the  documents  or  evidence 
of  any  other  kind,  which  may  liave  a  relation  to  the 
subject. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  said,  if  the  proposed  motion  prevailed, 
he  should  move  that  the  resolution  take  another  course; 
tlintit  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  question  was  miw  upon  the 
postponenient  of  the  resolution. 


Mr.  CAMBRELENG  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
motion  for  postponement  wiHild  prevail.  The  subject  of 
die  restrfntion  was  one  of  the  ftmt  importance  to  the 
country,  koA  it  was  denntbte  to  obtun  every  infbrmation 
poanble  before  acting  upon  it.  The  Secretafy  of  the 
Treagurj*  would  be  enabled  to  furnish  much  information 
concemmg  it,  by  next  week}  and  with  the  «d  of  that, 
the  question  would  be  more  fully  investigated  than  it  could 
be  now. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  was  finally 
poetponed  till  Monday  next. 

MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS.  . 

The  proposed  instructions  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Expenditures,  yesterday  submitted  by  Messrs.  Chiltos 
and  Hall,  were  taken  up,  and  debated  by  those  gentle- 
men till  the  time  allottea  -for  the  consideration  of  resolu- 
tions had  expired. 

MINISTER  TO  RUSSIA. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

general  appropriation  bill:  the  question  under  conside- 
ration being  the  motion  of  Mr.  STAXBKnr  to  strike  out  of 
the  bill  the  appropriation  for  the  salary  of  the  minister  to 
Russia. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  he  heard  with  surprise  the  motion 
made  j-esterday  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio;  and  it  was 
with  still  more  surprise  he  had  heard  the  reason  which 
the  gendeman  assigned  fbr  lus  motion;  which  was,  that 
the  House  had  been  infbrmed  by  the  message  of  the 
Prendent,  that  we  had  no  minister  at  the  court  of  Rus^. 
The  gentleman  had  mistaken  the  Executive  message — he 
had  mistaken  the  Information  which  it  conveyed  to  the 
House;  and  if  the  motion  originated  in  that  mistake,  it 
fell  to  the  ground.  When  a  motion  is  submitted  by  a 
member,  said  Mr.  C,  courtesy  requires  that  we  suppose 
it  to  be  prompted  by  a  high  sense  of  duty  to  this  House, 
or  to  the  country.  It  is  those  who  bear  it  to  judge 
if  it  have  any  otiier  motive.  If  any  other  dedgn  gftve 
rise  to  the  present  motion — if  it  was  meant  as  a  covert 
blow  at  the  Executive,  it  was  a  feeble  one — the  arm 
that  struck  it  was  too  nen-eless  to  reach  its  object  Mr. 
C.  here  read  the  following  passage  from  the  Prendent's 
message: 

'*  Our  relations  with  Russia  are  of  the  most  stable  cha- 
racter. Respect  for  that  empire,  and  confidence  in  its 
friendship  towards  the  United  States,  have  been  so  long 
entertained  on  our  part,  and  so  carefully  cherished  by  the 
present  Emperor  and  his  illustrious  predecessor,  as  to 
hare  become  incorporated  with  the  public  sentiment  of 
the  United  States.  No  means  will  be  left  unemployed  on 
my  part  to  promote  these  salutary  feelings,  and  those  im- 
provements of  which  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  two  countries  is  susceptible,  and  which  have  derived 
increased  importance  from  our  treaty  with  die  Sublime 
Porte. 

"t  sincerely  regret  to  inform  you  that  our  minister 
lately  commissioned  to  that  court,  on  whose  distinguished 
talents  and  great  experience  in  pubUc  affairs  I  place 
greatreliance,  baa  been  compelled  by  extreme  indispori- 
tion  to  exercise  a  privilege  wliich,  i  n  consideration  of  the 
extent  to  which  his  constitution  had  been  impured  in 
the  public  serrice,  was  committed  to  his  discretion,  of 
leaving  temporarily  his  post  for  the  advantage  of  a  more 
genial  climate. 

"If,  as  it  is  to  be  hoped,  the  improvement  of  his  health 
should  be  such  as  to  justify  him  in  doing  so,  he  will  repair 
to  St.  Peteftburg,  and  resume  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties.  I  have  received  the  most  satisfiictory  .issurance 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  public  interests  in  that  quarter 
will  be  preserved  from  prejudice,  by  the  intercourse 
wluch  be  will  continue,  titrough  the  secretary  of  legation, 
with  die  Rusrian  cabinet." 
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Now,  said  Mr.  C.^  does  this  justify  the  motion,  and,  asa 
measure  of  poUct,  would  it  be  right  to  strike  out  the  ap- 
propriatim^  Wlut  inference  could  be  drawn  from  oiir 
refunog  the  appropriation,  but  that  we  were  about  to 
luipena  our  intercourse,  and  all  ainicable  relationa,  with 
the  court  of  Buseia?  Sir,  General  Jackson  and  the  ad^ 
ministntion  need  no  support  from  me.  The  adminiatntion 
speaks  for  itself,  and  can  support  itself 

Mr.  STANBERY  rose,  and  replied  that  Uie  motion  was 
dictated  by  those  principles  which  brou^t  General  Jack- 
ion  into  office.  During  the  preceding  administration, 
great  cbmor  was  heard  about  the  profligate  expenditure 
of  the  pubUc  money,  and  about  constructive  journeys — 
and  a  chan^  of  administration  was  urged  for  the  purpose 
of  correctmg  these  abuses.  But  Mr.  S.  saw  no  differ- 
ence between  paying  an  officer  for  a  constructive  resi- 
dence and  for  a  constructive  journey.  The  House  bad 
just  heard  read,  that  the  minister  sent  to  Rusua  does  not 
reude  there;  we  have  all  seen  him  here — we  know  him, 
and  know  that  he  cannot  reaide  there— if  he  receive  the 
public  money  as  minister  to  RusuSi  nitbout  residing  there, 
he  will  be  paid  for  a  constructive  residence.  We  know, 
as  br  as  wc  know  any  thing  about  him, ,  that  he  rewdes  in 
England,  or  in  France — we  know,  at  any  rate,  that  he 
does  not  reside  at  his  post  in  Russia,  and  have  reason  to 
beUeve  that  he  will  not  reside  there.  Is  it  rig^  to  pay 
for  duties  thus  performed.'  Might  he  not  as  well  reside 
at  home,  and  still  be  conudercd  minister  to  RusMa,  as  to 
rewde  in  England  or  Fi-ance,  in  that  capadW?  Mr.  S. 
said  that,  in  making  the  motion,  he  had  airaedno  covert 
blow  at  the  administration — he  had  made  the  motion  in 
pursuance  of  what  he  deemed  liia  duty  to  the  pubLc  In 
dwng  so,  he  was  acting  as  the  individual  in  question 
would  himself  liavc  acted,  under  similar  circumstances, 
were  he  now  a  member  of  tliis  House.  If  we  are  to  pay 
that  individual  for  the  public  services  which  it  is  said  he 
has  performed,  let  us  do  90  directly,  not  indirectly — not 
pinr  bim  for  those  services,  by  giving  him  a  salary  for  an 
office  which  he  fills  but  in  name.  These  principles  I 
learned,  said  Mr.  S.-,  from  that  gentleman  himself,  in  here 
listening  to  him  with  delight,  while  denouncing  the 
abuses  of  other  administrations  in  misapplying  tlie  public 
money. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said,  that  when  at  the  moment  of  the 
adjournment  of  the  House  last  evenihg,  as  he  understood, 
the  motion  bad  been  submitted,  he  was  not  in  his  place, 
to  take  the  notice  of  it  which  was  due  from  him,  in  the 
relation  in  which  he  was  placed  to  the  discusuon  of  topics 
of  this  character  here.  He  had  but  a  few  words  to  ofFur 
in  reustance  of  it  now.  It  proposed  to  take  from  the 
appropriation  the  provision  for  the  mission  to  Russia.  If 
this  were  done,  not  the  professed  object  only,  the  recall 
of  the  present  minister  to  that  cour^  but  an  effect  much 
beyond  it  would  be  pi-oduced — the  interdiction  of  any 
misnon  there  at  all.  If  there  was  to  be  no  appropriation, 
no  minister  could  be  maintained — one  more  acceptable  no 
more  than  the  present  The  operation  then  of  the  motion, 
if  it  could  succeed,  would  be  to  suspend  diplomatic  rela- 
tions with  that  Power — tlie  greatest  in  tiie  world — the 
Power  with  which  our  relations  of  amity  had  been  the 
least  intetrupted,  and  the  doicst— to  which,  in  great  and 
vital  collisions  which  mi|^t  await  u^  we  must  Iom,  if  any 
where,  for  consentaneous  policy  aind  effective  support 
In  ti^s  view  of  the  subject,  he  should  submit  the  motion 
to  the  deci^on  of  the  House. 

There  were  purposes,  however,  Mr.  A.  said,  covered 
by  the  motion,  which  would  induce  him  to  trouble  the 
House  with  a  few  observations.  The  gentleman  aimed  at 
by  tile  motion,  was  from  his  own  State — distinguished  by 
a  large  share  of  its  esteem;  and  some  degree  of  sennbility 
might  be  supposed  to  be  awakened  bf  ue  attacks  upon 
him,  and  on  the  Executive  for  his  appointment,  circuhted 
very  exteiWTely,  and  now  disclosing  themselves  here. 


Exception  had  been  taken  to  the  appointment  With 
what  propriety.'  The  House  might  exert  a  restraining' 
judgment,  through  the  incidental  operation  of  ita  power  to 
deny  appTopriatitms,  on  the  institution  of  lussions.  Butin 
relation  to  the  persons  by  wbomtiiey  were  to  be  flllul,  or 
the  conduct  of  the  incumbents  in  their  discharger  it  was 
not  the  province  of  the  House  to  exercise  judgment  and 
discretion,  but  of  the  Executive.  We  intruded  on  that 
discretion,  if  we  made  any  supposed  conduct  of  the  in- 
cumbents, as  we  did  upon  decency,  if  we  made  newE- 
paper  &bricationi  the  ground  of  our  proceeding  on  such 
subjects  here.  But  where  was  tiie  groitnd  for  imputatioti 
in  an^  view  in  the  present  instance'  As  regarded  the 
nommation,  for  which  the  £xecuti\-e  had  been  arraigned 
with  censure  so  widely  diffused  and  unsparing,  the  per- 
son receiving  it-— who  was  he  }  How  many  filled  so  large 
aspaceof  reputation?  Who  was  there  remaining  on  the 
public  theatre,  who  had  filled  so  long  and  unlmiken  a 
space  of  public  service — a  carees  of  active,  and  seduloua, 
and  briluant  exertion^  extending  beyond  the  poiod  of 
thirty  years?  His  talents — where  was  any  to  be  fiaond 
superior,  ripened  in  this  long  period  of  service,  to  the 
fullness,  yet  not  beyond  it,  of  the  most  fruitful  maturity^ 
His  political  attainments,  they  were  not  inferior  to  his 
talents.  This  was  the  nomination  which  had  brought 
vehement  vituperation  on  the  Executive,  as  an  extrava- 
gant abuse  of  its  discretion  of  appointments. 

But  coneider  the  matter  in  another  view.  A  tried 
pubUc  servant,  who,  in  a  most  active  career  of  thir^ 
years,  has  never  sought  ofRcial  appointment,  (as  he  did 
not  this,  which  he  has  now  received,)  nor  other  reward, 
than  the  favor  of  his  immediutc  constituents,  and  public 
esteem,  retires,  with  health  in  some  degree  impaired,  but 
liis  faculties  and  capacity  of  usefulness  unbroken.  Is 
it  matter  of  just  imputation  on  an  Executive,  which  his 
exertions  contributed  to  bring  into  the  public  service — 
representing  a  great  political  <UnMon  in  the  nation  of 
which  he  lias  been  an  eminent  ornament — wholly  unsoli- 
cited— when  he  had  lefl  the  ntuation  which  might  bring 
the  motive  of  this  proceeding  into  question — that  it  has 
been  de«rous  to  extend  to  a  public  servant,  so  circum- 
stanced, an  acknowledgment  of  merit— a  mark  of  regard 
— a  recall  to  renewed  exertion  of  his  abilities.'  Hadnot, 
Mr.  A.  would  not  say  the  individual,  but  the  country,  a 
right  to  expect  ttus? 

The  complaint  disclosed  by  the  present  motion,  how* 
ever,  was  not  directiy  to  the  appnntment  of  Hr.  Ran- 
dolph, but  his  absence  at  the  present  moment  from  the 
scene  of  his  duties.  The  first  suggestion  in  tlie  party 
viUiperation  which  had  prcvsilert,  was — that  he  had 
assumed  this  privilege  of  absenting  himself,  unpermitted. 
This  Bug^stion  liad  been  repelled  by  the  inesnge  of  the 
President,  which  had  been  read  by  the  genUeman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Caason.]  The  exercise  of  a  dis- 
cretion in  this  respect  iud  been  accorded  to  the  minister. 
On  what  grounds?  His  health,  though  better  at  the  time 
tA  his  acceptance  of  this  mia^on,  than  for  a  considerable 
period,  had  been  impured.  With  a  feeble  constitution, 
and  such  a  state  ofh^th,  he  distrusted  the  extreme  rigor 
of  the  climate  of  Ruswa.  Permission  had,  in  this  view, 
been  accorded  to  him,  in  the  event  of  his  health  fiulii^, 
to  remove  to  a  more  bvorable  climate.  In  the  acUial 
occurrence  of  the  contingency,  he  had  availed  himself  of 
the  permission,  with  the  piu^ose  of  returning  to  his  abl- 
ation with  the  renK»-al  of  the  cause  of  his  departure. 

It  had  been  conceived,  Mr.  A.  was  aware,  in  not  an 
entire  consistency  with  the  present  charge  of  Mr.  Ranr 
dcdph's  undue  absence  from  this  sphere  of  his  duties,  that 
he  bad,  in  truth,  no  duties  to  cUscbarge,  and  that  it  was 
for  tlus  reason  tliat  tiie  appointment  had  been  fwnferred 
on  him.  Mr.  A.  could  assure  the  House,  if  they  would 
accept  his  voucher  for  the  fact»  that  this  conception  was 
fbunocd  in  mistake*   Our  present  mianon  to  St.  Fcters- 
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burg  wu  chafed  with  duties  of  no  unimportant  charac- 
ter. It  waa  due,  however,  to  candor  to  say,  that,  how- 
ever it  waa  deurable  to  proceed  in  every  bunness  with 
deapateh,  the  afimita  were  not  of  a  nature  to  suffer  detri- 
ment fitim  a  tnnrient  delay  of  prosecution,  such  as  might 
be  expected  to  be  constituted  by  the  present  absence  of 
tiie  nuniateir. 

An  erroneous  impresuon,  Mr.  A.  believed,  had  been 
taken  up,  that  the  departure  of  Mr.  Randolph  from  St. 
Petersbu^  had  given  occauon  of  dissatisfaction  to  that 
court.  Mr.  A.  had  seen  the  correspondence  ensuinf^  the 
annunciation  to  the  Russian  Government  bis  intention 
to  be  temporarily  absent,  and  its  grounds.  The  annun- 
ciation had  been  received  in  the  best  temper,  and  re- 
sponded to  in  a  spirit  of  the  utmost  courtesy  and  polite- 
ness. But,  whatever  might  be  the  character  of  the  absence 
of  the  minister  at  St.  Petersburg  from  his  station,  it  fur- 
nished no  colorable  support,  Mr.  A.  maintained,  to  the 
present  motion.  It  did  not  belong  to  tiie  House  to  super- 
vise, in  this  mode,  the  demeanor  of  our  diplomatic  func- 
tionaries. nUs  was  the  uncontested  function  of  the 
Executive.  Were  the  intentions  on  tliis  function  war- 
ranted, could  any  man  conceive  the  present  a  proper  case 
for  it,  and  the  ground  alleged  adequate?  And,  in  the 
worst  view,  were  we  to  suspend  diplomatic  relations  with 
Rusna,  because  we  were  not  entirely  satisfied  with  tiie 
conduct  of  die  functionary  who  had  been  deputed  there? 
For  that  auch  would  be  the  effect  of  the  denial  of  the  en- 
tire appn^riation,  no  me  could  contest.  If  ve  did  not 
like  the  nunister  the  Executive  had  selected,  were  we 
therefore  to  determine  we  would  have  no  minister,  which 
we  could  not  have  if  we  made  no  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a  minister?  This  waa  the  umple  question  to  be 
decided  in  the  vote  on  the  motion.  It  was  a  false  infer- 
ence, tint,  because  we  had  competence  to  determine  the 
continaince  of  a  mission,  we  were  invested  with  the  same 
competence  to  determine  the  propriety  of  continuing  a 
nunuter;  or  if  we  were  invested  with  it,  that  we  should 
exercise  such  a  competence  on  grounds  that  were  inade- 
quate, and  in  a  form  that  would  derogate  from  the  dignity 
of  the  House. 

These,  Mr.  A.  said,  were  the  explanatory  observations 
he  had  to  offer  on  the  motion,  and  the  grounds  of  it.  The 
House  would  do  him  the  justice  to  acknowledge  that  he 
had  been  guihy  of  no  deviation  from  the  proper  tone  of 
explanation,  nor  indulged,  in  any  degree,  that  spirit  of 
actimMij  wUch  bad  come  to  pervade  all  political  discus^ 
sions  among  us^  and  had  especially  infused  its  venom  into 
the  subject  of  this.  He  should  stand  without  excuse,  it' 
he  exhibited  participation  in  a  spirit  which,  from  whatever 
source  it  sprang,  or  to  whatever  objects  it  was  directed, 
he  was  one  of  the  loudest  to  condemn. 

Mr.  MALLARY  stated  that  there  were  some  great  con- 
sidentions  connected  with  this  question,  which  demanded 
notice.  He  was  not  lUsposed  to  apeak  of  the  gentleman 
who  bolda  the  appmntment  of  minister  to  Ruana,  as  a  gen- 
tlemui  from  Vitvinia.  He  thought  there  were  higher 
considerationato  be  viewed.  We  well  knew  the  influence 
which  the  Autocrat  exercises.  He  puts  his  foot  on  the 
neck  of  nine-tenths  of  the  physical  power  of  Europe:  hts 
thumb  ia  on  Kainscbatka,  his  little  finger  touches  the  'Al- 
eutian islandst  it  ia  well  known,  also,  that  he  feels,  or  pre- 
tends to  feel,  great  fiiend^p  for  the  United  States.  It 
is  our  duty  to  cultivate  this  fueling.  We  know  our  situa- 
tion is  delicate,  as  regards  the  European  Powers.  What" 
is  to  be  done?  How  are  we  to  improve  our  cdhdition? 
Not  by  confidingour  affairs  to  ptersons  who  have  no  higher 
qualifications  than  that  they  are  gentlemen  of  Vir^nia 
We  want  somebody  at  the  court  of  Rusua  to  hold  inter- 
coane  with  the  Autoerat^to  meet  bim  ftce  to  bee,  not 
on  bended  knee — to  be  tiiere  on  the  spot,  and  honestly 
to  communicate  our  honest  wishes.  We  do  not  wish  a 
Bunistor  who  U  to  be  cMitimully  an  absentee.  He  intended 


no  disrespectful  reflection  on  the  gentleman,  but  we  want 
a  nwn  who  can  talk  to  the  Autocrat,  in  reference  to  the 
mutual  interests  of  the  two  countries.  Such  a  one  do  we 
want  at  the  court  of  Bosaa.  The  gentleman  from  'Vir* 
ginia  tells  n>  that  Mr.  Randolph  ha  done  great  services 
to  the  country,  that  he  is  distinguished  for  his  talents,  and 
so  forth.  Well,  let  that  pass.  But  it  was  not  merely  be- 
cause a  person  had  figured  well  on  the  floor  of  Congress 
that  be  is  to  be  selected  as  a  minister.  We  want  a  man 
who  can  do  the  business  of  the  country— who  can  present 
himself  before  the  Emperor,  and  tell  him  what  we  deem 
to  be  the  suitable  relations  between  us.  Is  it  merely  be- 
cause Mr.  Randolph  has,  in  a  certMn  ftrtlion,  distingwdied 
himself  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  that  be  has  been  selected 
as  a  minister?  He  [Mr.  M.]  believed,  that  he  understood 
the  character  of  Mr.  Randolph  as  weU  as  any  man,  and 
valued  his  talents  about  as  high  as  any  one ;  but  here  is  a 
plun  matter  of  business;  and  we  want  a  man  who  will  be 
on  the  spot,  and  stand  by  our  intemta.  He  understood 
that  the  gentleman  was  in  delicate  liedth,  and  could  not 
stand  the  rough  winter  t^a  Muscovite  climate.  Well,  vo 
want  someone  who  can;  and  not  a  minister  who  is  obliged 
to  retreat  fkvm  the  inclemency  of  a  Russian  atmosphere, 
to  the  more  congenial  climate  of  Prance,  and  to  leave  the 
interests  which  have  been  entrusted  to  him  in  the  hands 
of  a  secretary.  SonKthing  to  this  effect  had  been  stated 
to  us  in  the  newspapers,  as  well  as  in  the  message.  Mr. 
M.  then  referred  to  the  clamor  which  waa  nuaed  when 
Mr.  Rafiis  King  was  sent  to  England  by  tlie  late  adminis- 
tration, because  his  state  of  hedth  was  such  as  to  render 
it  imposnbte  for  him  to  renwn;  yet  we  are  now  called  on 
to  vote  a  salary  for  a  minister  who  has  merely  made  hii 
bow  at  court,  and  staid  ten  days,  and  then  left  the  busi> 
ness  of  his  misnon  to  a  secretary;  and  we  are  told  that  the 
purposes  of  his  mission  were  successfully  fulfilled  while 
he  remained  there!  If  all  which  ia  required  to  be  done, 
can  be  as  well  done  by  the  secretary  as  by  the  minister, 
letthe  numster  remain  in  the  United  Stated  in  the  city  m 
WaMngton,  and  let  him  do  all  by  correspondence  with 
the  secretary  at  St.  Petersburg.  Let  the  plenipo  stay 
here,  and  communicate  with  his  secretary  there.  No 
doubt,  if  the  Emperor  can  have  his  objects  accomplished, 
he  will  be  satisfied  with  the  minister  we  have  sent  him; 
but  we  want  one  who  will  remain  on  the  spot.  If  (he  1%- 
peated)  a  secretary  be  sufEaent  to  transact  the  business, 
let  the  plenipotentiary  rem^n  at  home,  and  the  secretaty 
re»de  at  the  court  of  Rus»a. 

Mr.  BURGES  said,  the  present  is,  I  believe,  no  unusual 
discussion.  In  the  short  term  of  my  service  in  this  hall, 
I  have  witnessed  sitting  after  sitting  of  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  where  the 
quantum  of  salary,  compared  with  the  aervice  foreign 
ministers,  waa  the  subject  of  most  stirring  debate.  When 
has  the  competency  of  Uiia  House  to  move  such  debate 
been  questioned?  Never,  until  the  present  sitting  of  tlus 
committee.  If  I  am  mistaken,  I  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  to  tell  me  when  that 
question  was  made  by  the  friends  ofthe  last  administration. 
The  question  is  put  to  him,  because  of  his  proximity  to 
the  Executive  Department,  and  because,  if  he  will  not 
give  it  a  camUd  answer,  sudi  answer  can  be  expected 
from  no  gentleman  in  this  hall. 

What  call,  then,  can,  by  any  usage,  be  at  this  time 
made  on  this  branch  of  the  Government,  to  throw  itself  at 
the  very  foot  of  Executive  subserviency  ?  Do  the  people 
expect  this  from  11a?  They  have  placed  the  national  funds 
at  our  control,  but  witii  a  full  confidence  in  our  fidelity 
and  diligence,  and  under  no  fear  that  we  should  unlock 
the  treaauty,  unless  p:\ramoimt  public  interest  call  upon 
us  to  turn  the  key.  We  cannot  do  this  merely  because 
required  to  do  it  by  cabinet  ministen,  or  by  the  Execu- 
tive under  their  advisement.  Tins  House  has  ever  claimed 
and  exerdied  the  right  to  deliberate,  to  debate,  and. 
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under  a  sound  discretion  of  its  own,  to  decide  and  deter- 
mine all  ct&ima  for  appropriation,  by  whomsoever,  or  for 
wliatsoever  purpose  they  may  have  been  taade.  If  mis- 
sions of  minor  importance  wcrc<  in  years  past,  qtiestioned, 
under  the  vigilance  of  a  spirit  of  retrenchment,  without 
a  fellow  in.fortner  timtrs,  may  we  not  now — altliourii  that 
spirit  has  been  touched,  and  put  to  deep  the  eaiduceus 
m  the  State  Department — nwy  we  not  cau  to  our  aid  so 
much  of  the  sober  watdtfulncss  of  the  best  days  of  our 
republic  as  may  enable  us,  with  due  diligence,  to  examine 
such  a  question  of  appropriation  as  this  item  of  this  bill 
has  brought  before  us?  It  relates  to  no  mission  to  an 
infant  nation,  or  some  bicoiisiderable  State,  but  to  our 
long  established  legation  to  a  court  among  the  most  illus- 
trious of  Europe,  and  involving  relations  pre-eminently 
interesting  to  our  country.  Innovations  relative  to  this 
distingnisbed  mission  do,  above  many  others,  place  our 
national  interests  in  jeopardy.  Our  relations  witli  Russia 
have  hitherto  been  cherished  and  sustained  by  a  minister 
plenipotentiary  residing  near  that  court — at  tliat  court,  in 
the  royal  city  of  St.  Petersburg,  and  within  tlie  political 
and  aodal  circle  of  the  Ij^mperor  himself,  the  higli  digni- 
taiieB  of  his  Government,  and  the  diplomatic  envoys  of  all 
the  nations  of  Europe,  and  many  of  those  of  Asia. 

What,  then,  is  tlic  question  before  the  committee,  under 
this  item  of  appropriation?  The  ^ntleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Stambert]  has  moved  to  strike  from  tlie  bill  the 
nine  thousand  dollars  proposed  to  be  appropriated  for 
payment  of  the  current  year's  salary  to  the  gentleman 
said  to  have  been  despatched  as  minister  to  Russia.  He 
has  ably,  though  brieny,  sustained  his  motion.  -  I  trust  the 
committee  will  indulge  me  in  a  few  remarks  on  the  same 
ude  of  the  question. 

The  item  itself  bears  no  mark  distinguishing  it  from 
otiiers  of  the  same  kind,  or  giving  us  any  warrant  for 
rejecting  this  wLile  those  are  allowed.  We  must  look  to 
other  documents  for  information  concerning  this  misnon, 
and  our  obligations  to  furnish  the  money  ior  supporting 
this  minister  at  the  court  of  St  Petenburg.  Toe  paper 
which  I  now  take  from  the  de^  before  me,  eontuns  tiiat 
information.  It  purports  to  be  the  annual  message  from 
the  President  of  tiie  United  States  to  Congress  at  the  pre- 
sent session.  It  certainly  bears  his  signature,  and  was 
sent  to  this  House  by  that  high  dignitary.  Notwithstand- 
ing, these  facts,  the  document  must  be  received  and  con- 
sidered entirely  as  tile  production  of  cabinet  ministers. 
No  literary  genUeman  in  this  haU — I  mean  no  member 
of  this  House — who  reads  and  eiamines  this  communica- 
tion, made  to  us  w>  nnich  at  length,  could,  I  think,  say, 
without  hazard  of  their  reputation,  that  he  believes  one 
sentence  of  it  was  composed  by  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man whose  name  is  placed  at  the  end  of  it.  This,  sir,  is 
not  said  for  any  purpose  of  derogation  from  the  eminent 
official  character  of  our  Fu^  Magistrate,  but  for  a  very 
different — a  much  more  important  purpose.  Are  gentle- 
men aware  of  ^e  extent  of  our  importation  of  European 
politics?  Have  we  not  brought  home,  and  put  into  use, 
the  tugh  tory  maxim  of  their  monarchies,  that  the  King 
can  do  no  wrong?  Was  there  ever  a  time  in  our  country 
when  the  friends  of  any  administration,  other  than  the  pre- 
sent, believed  and  practised  tiiia  article  of  political  faith 
with  more  unscrupulous  devotion?  The  cabinet  ministers 
of  our  Executive  have  taken  artfUl  counsel  from  this  fact. 
As  European  ministers,  being  answcnU>le  with  their  heads 
for  what  the  King,  theu-  master,  may,  from  the  throne, 
communicate  to  bis  Lords  and  Commons,  will  not  suffer 
any  speech,  but  of  their  own  contriving,  to  be  thus  com- 
municated; so,  the  adroit  ministers  of  our  cabinet,  taking 
shelter  under  the  Executive  subserviency  of  the  times, 
have  not  only  put  upon  the  nation  tlits  message,  but  the 
Prenden%  a  man  who,  if  he  moved  at  all,  always  marched 
straightforward  to  his  object,  they  have  betrayed  into  the 
crowed  counsels  which  may,  by  diligent  examination,  be 


found  in  this  message,  sent  to  Congress  by  them,  while 
they  lie  sheltered  under  the  imposing  name  of  the  first 
dignitary  of  the  nation.  If  the  King  can  do  no  wrong, 
thank  God  ministers  may,  even  in  these  timea^  be  made 
accountable  for  the  counsels  wliicli  Uiey  hare  ^ven  him. 
"The  rigbl  divine  in  man"  to  rule,  "  the  enormous  faith 
of  many  made  for  one,"  comprehends  in  its  creed-no  per- 
manent proT)»on  for  any  cmfty  8ycq>hant  to  skulk  and 
screen  himself  behind  the  throne,  and  play  the  little  tyrant 
with  security. 

That  part  of  this  message,  from  which  we  learn  the 
character  of  this  mission  to  Russia,  is  all  of  it  which  now 
it  concerns  us  to  examine.  Our  for^gn  relations  are  a 
branch  of  the  Department  of  State]  ami  tlua  imssion  was 
contrived,  and  tiie  account  of  it  etmtunedin  the  messi^, 
has  been  triven  tous  by  the  Secretary  of  that  Department. 
The  gcntlemsn  from  Ntnth  Cardina  [Mr.  Caasoif]  has 
read  this  account  for  one  purpose — si^er  me  to  read  it 
for  another. 

"  Our  relations  with  Russia  are  of  the  most  stable  clia- 
racter.  Respect  for  that  empire^  and  confidence  in  its 
friemlsliip  towar<is  the  United  States,  luive  been  so  loi^ 
entertained  on  oar  part,  and  so  carefully  cherished  by  the 
present  Emperor  uid  his  illustrious  predecessor,  as  to 
nave  become  incorporated  witli  the  public  sentiment  of  the 
United  States." 

*'  I  sincerely  regret  to  inform  you  that  our  minister  late- 
ly commissioned  to  that  court,  on  whose  distinguished 
talents  and  great  experience  in  public  afTaira  I  [^ace  great 
reliance,  has  been  compelled  by  extreme  indisposition  to 
exercise  a  privile^  which,  in  conuderation  of  the  extent 
to  which  his  constitution  had  been  impaired  in  the  public 
service,  was  committed  to  his  discretion,  of  leavin^p  tem- 
porarily his  post  for  the  advantage  of  a  more  genial  cli- 
mate. 

"  I  hare  received  the  most  satisfactory  assurance  that, 
in  tlic  mean  time,  tiie  pubhc  interests  in  that  quarter  will 
bQ  preserved  from  prej  udice,  by  the  intercourse  which  be 
will  continue,  throi^  tiie  secretary  legatum,  with 
the  Rusuan  cabinet." 

Am  I  not  correct  in  saying  tliat  this  fabric  was  wrought 
in  the  Department  of  State  ?  Who  but  Mr.  Secretary  Van 
Buren  would  liare  devised  such  a  mission,  or  selected 
such  a  man  to  fill  it,  or  caused  such  a  printed  paper  to  be 
sent  to  this  House?  We  are  told  by  it  that  our  long  esta- 
blished legation  to  Ruasia  has  been  totally  changed;  and 
that,  in  pliwe  of  a  permanently  resident  miiuster  at  that 
court,  regardless  of  the  public  aerrice,  a  mission  has  been 
invented  to  suit  the  talents,  the  health,  habits,  and  di^KWri- 
tion  of  the  distinguished  individual  for  whom  it  was  de- 
signed! By  the  very  terms  of  this  mis»on,  this  individual 
is  required  to  repair  to  Russia,  but  is  authorixcd  to  leave 
that  court,  and  that  empire,  whenever  his  health  (and  of 
that  he  alone  is  tlie  judge)  may  require  it.  Who  but  the 
Machiavelian  politician  at  the  head  of  the  State  Ehepart- 
mpnt  would  liave  advised  the  Prendent  to  such  a  nusnon, 
or  dared  to  place  on  a  document,  prepared  to  be  sent  to 
this  House,  such  a  statement  of  its  commencement,  pro- 
gress, and  present  condition'  In  what  part  of  the  con- 
stitution, or  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  usages 
of  this  Government,  does  he  find  any  thing  in  support  of 
the  measure?  It  will  not  be  hazarding  very  much  to  say 
that  the  House  was  nerer  before  tliis  time  called  upon  to 
pay  such  a  salary  for  such  serricea. 

This  distinguished  minister  to  Rusna  ii  John  Randolph. 
How  docs  he  understand  the  terms  on  which  he  i^rced 
to  embark  on  this  misnon'  Tlie  course  of  conduct  pur- 
sued by  him  since  his  departure  may  give  us  some  know- 
ledge on  this  point.  We  are  left  in  nearly  utter  darkness 
by  the  Department  of  State  concerning  all  the  movements 
of  this  minister:  for  the  message  mei>ely  tells  us  that  he 
has  already  taken  benefit  under  the  sinecure  clause  in  liia 
charter  ol  legation.    He  has  left  the  court  of  ouritltiatri- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


495 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRE38 


494 


J4ir.  13.  1831.] 


jtftnuter  to  JiuMtia. 


[H.  or  R. 


ous  friend  the  Autcxsrat  of  all  the  Russuos;  but  when,  or 
for  what  other  region?  Here  the  Secretary  ia  cautiously 
silent.  The  clMirman  of  the  Comhttttee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations has  been  equally  so.  Can  any  gentleman  of  this 
comnuttee  either  indoctrinate  us  into  tiiis  g^at  mystery 
of  State*  or  gire  ns  the  li^ht  of  a  angle  fact  concerning 
the  Toyages  and  trarela  of  ius  nunister  of  ours,  and  let  us 
know  whether  he  is  now,  moving  or  stationary  ?  Where  is 
John  Randolph?  Where  is  our  ambassador,  for  whose 
public  serricea  Hr.  Van  Buren  is  calling  upon  us  to  pro- 
vide a  salary?  Wc  are  told  that  he  is  not  where  he  was 
scat;  and  imt  he  had  permission  to  go  thence  when  aud 
whither  he  might  ohotne;  but  whether  he  is,  in  purmiit  of 
health,  now  bukmg  in  the  aunshine  of  Naples,  or,  for  a 
like  purpose,  traversing*  "the  fog-wrapt  island  of  Bri- 
tain** we  are  left  to  learn  from  the  same  authentic  docu- 
ments from  which  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  seems  to  have  taken  tulvice — rumor  and 
the  public  papers.  These  have  "  talked  of  his  where- 
abouts}" and,  though,  without  giving  daily  bulletins  of 
hifl  health*  h^its,  or  motions;  yet  their  right  to  speak, 
aiul  our  right  to  hear*  cannot  be  questioned*  when  those 
who  know  and  could  tell  us  die  vhde  truth,  persevere  in 
a  «fe  und  cautious  silence. 

If  we  are  left  by  the  Secretary  wnthoat  knowledge  of 
his  morements  or  localities,  we  are  equally  uninstructed 
by  him  concerning  the  health  of  this  ambassador.  We 
are  merely  told  that  he  lias  already  avuled  himself  of  his 
right*  by  the  terms  of  his  commission,  to  abandon  the 

gublic  service.  In  what  state  of  health  was  he  then,  is 
e  now,  or  i»«^»bly  will  he  be,  at  any  future  time?  For, 
lepslatinff  on  th'u  subject,  in  what  a  luminous  condition 
tbifi  prescient  Secretaiy  has  placed  this  Houscl  We  have 
an  equally  distinct  view  of  the  past,  the  present,  and  the 
future.  Does  any  gentleman  of  this  committee  possess 
the  power  to  tell  us  whether  John  Randolph  might  now, 
or  ever  can  be  required,  the  terms  of  bis  legation,  to 
return  to  the  court  of  Rusna?  Is  not  this  salary  intended 
to  be  g^ven  to  him  for  the  distinguislied  services  already 
rendered  at  that  court?  If  his  health  continue  to  require 
it*  he  has,  we  are  told,  tl^c  right  to  choose  his  place  of 
residence.  Wtiat  M-e,  what  have  been,  bis  own  opinions, 
concerning  that  health?  You  have  all  seen  him  walk  into 
this  House,  and  out  of  it,  and  must  know  bis  own  opinions 
concemmg  hb  own  health.  We  have  oilen  heard  him 
pronounce  his  chronic  complaint  a  churchyard  cough. 
In  winter*  "he  should  not  Uve  over  com  phuiting;"  in 
seed  time*  **  be  diould  ^e  before  harvest."  He  has  for 
years  been  travelling  from  New  York  to  I.iverpool,  from 
England  to  France,  from  America  to  Europe,  and  from 
Europe  to  America,  in  pursuit  of  health.  Has  he  not, 
fr<Hn  all  this,  learned  that  neitlter  time  nor  travel  can  bring 
back  to  age  the  bloomof  youth,  nor  to  mlbmity  tlie  vigor 
of  health?  Were  b^  at  this  moment*  to  walk  into  Uiis 
hall,  wrapped  fVom  tiie' floor  to  ^e  eyes  in  flannel  and 
feamouglit,  wlukt  would  he  tell  you,  sir,  concerning  his 
health?  What  of  his  intended  reudence  in  Russia?  No, 
ar,  if  be  be  the  judge — (and  who  but  he  can  be  the  judge 
of  his  own  health?}  he  will  never  again  return  to  the 
court  of  the  Czar.  We  are,  therefore,  directed  and  re- 
(}uired,  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  appropriate  this 
item  of  #9*000,  for  the  s^ry  of  a  public  minister,  who 
hu  been  in  ^e  public  service,  at  the  place  of  bis  destined 
readence,  not  much  more  tluui  a  like  number  of  days. 
He  arrived  at  St.  Petersburg,  was  presented  to  Uic  Em 
peror*  made  his  bow,  or  genuftexion,  retired,  and  went  to 
— En^and?  France?  luly?  or  where?  No  mortal  man,  on 
this  side  the  Atlantic,  can  inform  us. 

During  this  lune  days'  residence,  what  services  did  he 
render  to  the  American  people?  The  Secretary  is  satis- 
fiedf  and  we  surety  ourait  not  to  be  anxious  about  this 
great  aiikir.  We  are  told  it  ip  a  matter  cxchuively  within 
the  competency  of  the  Esccutive;  and,  therefore,  it  I 


presume,  conudered,  that  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple have  no  other  vocation  but  to  vote  the  promised  and 
required  compensation.  He  certainty  succeeded,  even  in 
that  short  time,  in  rendering  himself  very  distinguished 
at  the  court  of  Busua;  and,  therefore,  it  may  be  said,  in 
giving  equal  celebrity  to  his  country.  lie  certiunly  gave 
voice  to  cver^  tongue  of  rtunor  m  both  hemi^beres. 
His  nussion  will  hereafter  be  regarded  as  an  era  in  our 
foreign  relations;  and  the  residence  of  Randolph  at  the 
court  of  Russia  will  long  be  talked  of  as  a  phenomenon  in 
diplomacy.  For  tlits  we  must  give  him  the  9*Q0O  dollars 
demanded  bv  the  Secretary. 

What  could  such  a  man  do  for  his  country  in  the  cha- 
racter of  a  foreign  minister?  Just  what  be  has  done: 
which  was  very  mtich  like  what  each  man  in  the  nation  of 
all  parties,  who  knew  him,  must  have  expected  he  would 
do.  Genius  he  certainly  hasj  for  he  is  original,  and  unlike 
all  other  men.  If  you  please,  he  is  eloquent;  but  if  so, 
that  eloquence  is,  hke  himself,  sut  genena.  These  have 
enabled  him  to  perfbrm  what  he  has  done*  could  they 
qualify  him  for  the  services  of  a  great  diplomatic  minis* 
ter?  Do  not  these  require  sound  judgment,  deep,  ezten- 
ave,  and  regular  thmkingi  laborious  persevennee  in 
buuness;  and,  aboveall,  prudence,  and  vig^nt  circuraspec- 
tion?  In  his  thirty  years'  public  service,  where  are  the 
monuments  of  liis  political  wisdom,  and  labors  of  patriot- 
ism? They  are  all  of  a  piece)  of  one  uniform  character, 
and  this  Rusuan  residence  will  n«ther  pve  the  blush  or 
the  palm  to  any  other  public  transactionMlUaTeniarkable 
man  throughout  his  political  life. 

With  a  perfect  knowledge  of  tlus  man,  tile  Secretary 
of  Slate  could  not  have  contrived  this  legation,  so  dif- 
ferent from  all  others,  with  any  view  to  the  public  service. 
This  man  was  sent  out  not  to  benefit  tiie  people  abroad, 
but  to  relieve  the  administration  at  home.  The  crafty 
Secretary  had  witnessed  the  political  movements  of  this 
eccentric  man.  He  feared  the  comet  might  return  >f^, 
and  visit  his  political  hemisphere.  He  had  seen  it  blaze 
in  peribelium — 

"  With  R!*t  of  ElMnge  pvrplcsjnc  men  in  ptnrer." 
Was  it  not  prudent  to  remove  this  star  of  malign  influence 
to  another  sky?  It  has  been  done;  and  the  nation  must 
pay,  not  for  a  misMon  made  for  the  admncement  of  their 
interests,  but  made  to  secure  the^  political  power  of  the 
Secretaiy. 

We  have  been  told  that  our  relations  with  Rusua  are 
of  hi^  and  important  interest;  and*  therefore,  we  cannot 
dispense  with  this  appropriation,  because,  if  we  refuse 
this  salary,  we  shall  tlefeat  the  misrion.  Should  this  nus- 
sion, by  which  no  pubUc  benefit  was  intended*  and  from 
which  none  can  be  hoped,  be  recalled,  it  may  be  replaced 
by  one  of  better  purpose,  and  efficient  character.  It  is 
an  obstruction  in  the  '*  strughtforward"  path  of  our  re- 
lations with  Ifaisiia,  and  we  are  laboring  to  abate,  or  to 
remove  it  out  of  the  way. 

pur  relations  with  that  Government  are  truly  important. 
Tliat  empi]-e  is  perliaps  the  most  numerous  in  population, 
and  certainly  the  most  estenmve  inten-itory,  ol^ any  Power 
on  the  globe.  No  nation  of  the  old  world,  otherwise  than 
by  colonics,  approaches  so  near  to  us.  This  people  is  ad- 
vancing in  civilization,  wtsdth,  and  power,  beyond  any 
example  in  its  former^istory.  In  the  last  controversy  of 
arms  between  Ruswa  and  Ottoman  empire,  had  not 
other  Powers  of  Europe  interposed  a  ^ielmiig  band*  the 
moslem,  afler  a  dominion  of  more  than  four  centuries  in 
the  fairest  part  of  Euro]>e,  had  been  driven  beyond  the 
Bosphorusf  and  tlie  Autocrat  of  Russia  would  have  as- 
cended the  throne,  of  Constantine.  At  all  times,  our 
relations  with  such  a  Power  must  be  important  to  the 
American  people.  Are  those  rektions  taken  care  of  now, 
as  heretofore  they  have  been,  and  as  now  especially  they 
ought  to  be  ? 

I    Yes*  sir,  I  say  as  now  tiiey  diould  be.    For  now  Europe 
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it  convulsed,  snd  agitated  from  the  Mediterranean  to  the 
Baltic.  Hw  &nie  of  war  ia  but  jtiat  repreised.  Troops 
are  called  into  the  field,  in  almost  every  nation;  and  Rus< 
sis,  in  a  kind  of  winter  campaign,  has  sent  out  200,000 
soldiers  to  her  southwestern  frontier,  to  look:  out  on  the 
old  battle  fields  of  Belgium  and  France.  In  this  condition 
of  Europe,  do  we  not  require  an  able,  a  diligent,  a 
resident  miiuster  at  Husna?  Withhold  this  appropria- 
tion>  abolish  this  nnecure  legatirai,  and  this  may  be  ef- 
fected. 

One  other  &ct  in  the  history  of  our  diplomat  renders 
the  residence  of  a  skilful,  fiuthful  minister  at  that  court, 
at  this  time,  above  all  otiiers,  indispensable.  We  learn 
from  the  Depai-tment  of  State,  through  the  same  medium, 
this  message,  that  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  has 
been  negotiated  between  the  United  States  and  the  Sub- 
lime Porte.  The  Secretary,  with  great  candor,  told  us 
what  this  Turk  had  agreed  to  dofor  the  christian,  but 
he,  wlith  great  caution,  concealed  what  the  christian  had 
agreed  to  do  for  the  Turk.  This  gentleman  is  as  well 
pemiaded  as  the  French  monarch  was,  that  "he  who 
knows  nut  how  to  dissemble,  knows  not  how  to  rule." 
Rumor  has  run  clean  counter  to  Mr.  Van  Buren;  for 
though  slie  often  tells  more  than  the  truth,  she  never 
tells  tesa.  What  have  we  learned  ftom  this  witness?  Why 
truly  that  a  secret  article  is  contained  in  tins  treaty;  and 
this  bet  was,  I  believe,  published  in  the  newspapers  be- 
fore we  received  the  message.  It  is  said — it  is  believed, 
that  by  this  article  the  American  people  a^ee  to  furnish 
armed  ships  to  tlie  Sultan  of  Turkey,  in  his  future  wars 
with  christian  nations.  Do  you  believe,  ur,  that  our 
envoy  had  left  Constantinople  before  the  Russian  minister 
at  the  portknew  this  fact?  The  very  drogoman,  by  whom 
your  Mr.  nhind  talked  with  Reis  Effendi,  would,  ibr  half 
a  plate  full  of  piastres,  have  told  the  whole  story  to  Count 
OrlofT;  and  sworn  he  was  doing  good  service  to  the  pro- 

Jihet,  by  betraying  one  christian  dog  to  another.  Sir,  has 
Hendslup  for  the  Russian  empire  oeen  so  cherished  by 
the  present  sovereign,  and  his  illustrious  predecessor, 
that  It  has  become  a  sentiment  of  the  American  people? 
Is  not  this  secret  article  a  diplomatic  fraud,  not  only  on 
that  friendship,  but,  wliich  it  quite  as  much  concerns  us 
to  connder,  upon  that  sovereign  who  has  so  generously 
cherished  it>  I  say  nothing  now  of  what  may  happen  if 
the  Turk  should  again  war  upon  the  Greekt  or  how  it 
may  comport  with  the  republican  principles  of  the  Srcre- 
tary  of  State,  when  he  shall  call  on  this  House  To  furnish 
ships  to  that  despot,  thereby  aiding  him  in  bringing  that 
pe<q)le  agMn  under  his  iron  yoke.  What  shall  we  say  to 
the  EmperorofRuBM?  Who  shall  make  our  e^lanatioti, 
if  we  liave  any  to  make^  It  is  probable  that  the  news  of 
this  treaty,  and  perhaps  a  copy  of  it,  reached  the  court 
of  St.  Petersburg  shortly  after  our  minister  left  that  city. 
The  shortness  oT  his  residence  there;  the  suddenness  of 
his  departure;  the  intelligence  of  this  secret  article;  the 
intended  sojourn  of  tiiat  minister,  perhaps  in  England — 
perhaps  in  France;  the  attitudes  of  the  nations  of  Europe, 
all  giving  dreadful  note  of  preparation  for  war,  must  I>ave 
had  some  tendency  to  place  our  relations  with  Rusua  on 
a  footing  not  the  most  firm  an<l  friendly.  Docs  not  sound 
policy— does  not  national  good  sense,  call  on  the  Ameri- 
can people  to  liave  an  able  minister  at  that  court,  and 
Ihftt,  too,  right  speedily'  Have  we  one  there  now?  Under 
the  misnon  for  which  this  appropriation  is  to  be  made, 
are  we  likely  aeon,  or  ever,  I  do  not  say  to  have  such  a 
man  there,  but  to  have  there  any  minister  at  all ' 

In  answer  to  all  these  anxious 'forebodings,  we  are  told, 
tliat,  in  this  absence  of  the  minister,  the  secretary  of  lega. 
tion  takes  very  special  and  satisfactory  care  of  our  icla- 
ti<M)s  at  the  court  of  8t  Petersburg.  If  this  were  not  too 
ludicrous,  it  must  be  received  as  a  mere  mockery  of  the 
American  people.  When  this  paragraph  came  from  under 
liifl  pen,  Mr.  Secretary  Van  Buren  must,  if  he  had  placed 


his  hand  there,  have  felt  something  on  his  face  different 
from  the  eternal  smile.  Who  ts  this  secretary  of  legation? 
The  protege  of  the  minister,  John  Randolph  Clay — a  lad 
of  less,  or  certainly  not  more,  than  twenty-one  years  oldt 
undistinguished  by  talents,  education,  or  empl<^nnent; 
without  acquaintance  with  men,  or  things,  or  business; 
a  youth  to  whom  fame  has  not,  nor  have  his  A-iends,  at- 
tributed any  thing  extraordinary,  either  in  possession  or 
promise;  andwithnotiiingbut  his  surname  to  recommend 
to  public  attention.  I  wmild  not,  I  cannot  speak  in  dero- 

fation  of  this  youth;  and  all  I  would  say  is,  that  he  must 
e  utterly  unqualified  for  the  public  station  where  he  is 
placed.  The  service  requires  men;  the  nation  has  able 
men — Herculean  men.  Why  then  hazard  our  interests^ 
perhaps  our  peace,  by  placing  the  weight  of  empires  on 
the  slender  shoulders  of^ boyhood?  Let  us  strike  out  this 
appropriation,  that  this  sinecure,  this  state  mission,  tnvf 
be  av(Hded;  that  tiie  miiuster  may  return  to  lus  **  consti- 
tuents," the  Secretary  to  his  stupes;  and  that  the  Preri- 
de  nt  may  send  a  legation  to  Russia  fit  for  the  public  service. 

As  it  will  not  be  contended  that  this  appropriation 
should^  be  made,  because  the  gentleman,  who  may  take 
the  benefit  of  it,  is  a  native  of  Virginia,  so  ma^  gentlemen 
be  assured  that  these  remarks  have  no  sectional  origin; 
and  I  utterly  disclaim  any  and  all  adversary  foeSnjir  ^ 
that  distlnguudied  commonwealth,  her  interests,  and  her 
citizens,  I  have  spoken  as  one  of  the  representatives  of 
the  American  people;  and  as  one  coming  from  a  part  of 
our  common  country  which  has  done  and  will  do  as 
much  for  the  illustrious  men  of  Virginia  as  any  other  part 
of  this  nation.  This  appropriation  is  opposed  because  it 
is  intended  to  support  a  mission  formed  for  purposes  un- 
connected with  the  public  interests,  places  our  foreign 
relation  in  peril,  and  is  without  any  jugtification  in  law, 
usage,  or  constitutional  principle. 

Mr.  J.  8.  BARBOUR,  of  Virnnn,  said  that  be  would 
briefly  reply  to  the  gentleman  irom  Rhode  Island,  [Mr. 
Bcaeiis.] 

Mr.  B.  said  he  felt  the  entire  force  of  the  duty  to  do  so, 
and  its  obligations  could  not  he  lightly  regarded.  In  a 
subject  for  grave  legislation,  involving  considerations  that 
deserved  to  be  well  weiriied,  and  in  the  calmest  delibera- 
tion, it  miglit  be  hoped  Uiat  faction  and  party  would  have 
paused  in  reflection.  This  hope  was  nun.  The  infusion 
of  party  malignity  had  already  embittered  and  discolored 
the  debate.  Will  gentiemen  allow  no  moment  of  repose 
to  the  inflamed  and  angry  passions  of  politick  warfare? 
Is  discord  to  banish  harmony  from  our  councils,  and  con- 
ngn  to  party  all  the  duties  tuat  belong  to,  and  are  invdv. 
ed  in,  the  name  of  country?  The  tendenciy  and  effiwt  of 
of|  these  things  cannot  be  mist^en  or  <Ksguised.  Obscure 
them  as  gentlemen  may  choose,  the  drift  and  intent  (rf" 
discussions  like  this  cannot  be  mistaken.  The  gentleman 
from  Rhode  island  has  kindled  his  sensibilities,  and  indulged 
in  those  malevolent  epithets  that  cloud  the  debate,  and  sur- 
render the  judgment  a  victim  to  feeling.  He  asserts  that 
Executive  influence  controls  the  action  of  the  House,  by 
declaring  tliat  subserviency  to  Executive  will  is  far  be- 
yond all  past  extent  in  the  history  of  tlus  country.  Sir, 
if  this  be  the  dominant  vice  of  the  age,  it  carries  along^ 
side  of  it  acoiintcrvailing  antidote.  The  present  timesare 
fruitfiil  of  unsparing  hostility  to  the  Executive.  But,  said 
Mr.  B.,  the  gentleman  is  entirely  at  fault.  His  assertion 
is  a  figment  of  the  fancy,  and  has  no  foundation  in  reality. 

If  there  be  any  thing  at  this  time  more  remarkable  than 
all  other  things,  it  is  the  utter  absence  of  Executive  influ- 
ence over  the  deliberations  of  this  House  aA  well  as  die 
Senate.  I  think  that  I  perceive  and  could  trace  the  causes 
that  produce  this  state  of  things;  but  it  would  be  ■  pro- 
fitless pursuit,  even  if  covered  with  the  fullest  success.  It 
is,  however,  a  fact,  as  singular  as  it  is  true,  that  a  Pre^- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  Holding  in  foil  and  sure  posses- 
sion a  larger  share  of  pedlar  affection  than  the  most  of 
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bu  predecessors,  finds  that  most  of  his  prominent  recom- 
mendatioiis  to  CongTcsa  hare  been  neglected.  Inrested  ss 
he  is  vith  the  attvugest  eridences  of  popular  regaixl,  all 
hia  miffe  pronunent  recotninendationa  have  pei^ed  by 
ioeitioo  or  rejection.  This  may  present  a  question  between 
the  constituent  body  and  their  a^nts,  of  whidi  I  mean  to 
gire  no  opiiuon.  Those  to  whom  the  public  weal  has  been 
entrusted,  hare,  doubtless,  acted  upon  their  own  views  of 
right  and  wrong.  But  this&ot  alone  repels  the  ill-founded 
insinuation  of  aubserriency  to  Executive  behests. 

It  has  likewise  been  intimated  from  the  aaine  quarter, 
with  a  grwBt  nother  becoming  nor  decorous,  that  we  are 
called  on  to  vote  a  salary  to  the  American  mintster  at  the 
court  of  St.  Petemburgf,  because  he  is  a  Viririnian.  Now, 
mr,  my  worthy  colleague,  who  sits  .before  me,  [Mr.  Aa- 
can,]  used  no  language,  employed  no  expression,  that 
f<vcc  and  ingenuity  united  could  torture  iuto  such  meaning. 
Vindication  against  such  a  charge  is  entirely  unnecessary, 
as  it  regards  ue  State  or  the  ambassador  in  question.  The 
duruter  of  that  ancient  commoBwealtlC  *■ 
that  of  her  distinguidked  son,  constitute  an  impFegnable 
f<»tress,  that  frowns  on  and  defies  the  assault—^  cha- 
racter that  is  not  the  fruit  of  a  summer's  day,  but  has  been 
dearly  es>rned,  in  an  age  crowded  with  events  that  are 
at  the  same  time  appalliiig,  and  sacred  to  the  best  and 
h^faest  interests  of  humanity.  When  my  coUe^pue  ad- 
verted to  the  geiuus  and  anTices  of  Mr.  Randolph,  he 
remarked  that  Virginia  had  illustrated  the  dMinctiou  of 
her  partialities  in  that  uncommon  confidence  which  was 
repoRcd  in  his  virtues  and  his  talents.  And  this  is  all 
he  said  relatiiig  to  Vii^nia.  1  will  take  leave,  too,  to  say, 
that  such  coiindence,  so  dearly  earned,  so  fully  possessed, 
and  BO  merited,  "is  praue  enough  to  fill  the  ambition  of  a 
common  mani"  ay,  sir,  of  any  man,  be  he  whom  lie  may. 
1  pas^  said  Hr.  B>,  from  this  tnunuation  to  another, 
fru^gbt  mlh  equal  ii^uatice.  The  member  from  Rhode 
Island  more  than  intimates  that  the  State  in  which  I  live 
was  to  be  eOnciUated  by  this  appointment.  If,  in  this 
Union,  or  on  this  globe  of  earth,  there  be  a  State  or  em- 

Sire  beyond  the  reach  of  such  vile  seductitHU,  it  is  the 
ute  on  whom  this  tart  reproach  is  cast.  Virginia  has 
her  prindplea,  perhaps  peculiar,  and  these  she  prizes 
above  the  temptations  and  treasures  of  earUi.  For  she 
betieres  that  with  the  maintenance  of  fbese  is  inseparably 
wrapt  up  the  happiness  and  the  freedom  of  the  commu- 
nity. In  support  of  tiiis  class  of  principles,  A«  chums  to 
stand  foremoat  in  the  field  of  contest;  **  and  this  is  the 
bead  and  front  of  her  offen^ng. "  I  spade  with  justifiable 
confidence  when  1  say,  that,  in  these  times,  neither  Vir- 
gum  nor  her  citizens  wished  the  honors  of  this  Oovern- 
ment.  It  is  not  true  in  any  case  thai  high  offices  were 
•oai^  after  or  obtained  by  any  of  her  sons  through  un- 
worthy means. 

It  was  said  on  a  former  but  appropriate  occasion,  by 
Mr.  Randolph,  '*that  hia  feet  haa  never  been  sc^ed  by 
the  dust  of  the  anti-chambem."  He  had  been  the  light 
and  the  ornament  of  tiiis  House  and  the  Senate,  in  times 
when  friends  and  foes  guided  the  destinies  of  this  country. 
He  had  never  bent  his  knee  where  his  heart  owed  no  re- 
spect- We  are  am^ntly  called  on  by  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island  to  pfnnt  to  the  momunenU  of  past  ser- 
vice that  Ur.  Raoddph  baa  left  behind  liim.  Sir,  was 
once  said  of  a  patriot,  aaddieri  and  a  statesman,  whose 
deeds  of  renown  are  beyond  the  reach  of  praise  or  dis- 
praise, Uiat  his  monument  was  erected  in  the  hearts  of 
his  countrymen.  Profiting  by  this  figure,  I  beg  leave  to 
say  that  Ur.  Randtriph  lus  left  with  us  one  monument  of 
lua  great  aerviees.  It  rests  In  the  heart  <^  tiie  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island.  lUnng  out  of  it  to  full  view  in  this 
debate,  it  is  now  seen  sparkling  in  tite  glitter  of  his  fancy, 
and  now  casting  its  midjgnant  shadow  over  those  services 
whicb  justice  and  hiat^  have  already  conseer^ed  to 
patriotiaBi  and  to  glorj'  Jiir.  Randolph's  great  czertioaB» 
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united  with  as  gallant  and  devoted  a  band  of  patriots  as 
ever  combated  i^presnon  in  the  Senate,  or  withstood  it 
in  the  field,  overthrew  that  party  to  which  the  gentle- 
man firom  Rhode  Island  belonged.  In  that  great  struggle 
between  Hbert^  and  nower,  Hr.  Randolph  was  true  to 
the  pec^le.  H»  matcnless  genius  was  exerted  in  favor  of 
popular  freedom — and  this  is  his  crime.  His  claims  to 
public  gratitude  would  be  but  a  transcript  of  the  records 
of  the  age  in  which  he  lived.  No  vituperation  can  sully 
bis  renown.  History  will  record — justice  will  be  done. 
His  reputation  will  be  cherished  by  tne  preaent  generation 
of  men,  and  it  wiU  pass  to  posterity.  The  gentleman  hu 
been  pleased  to  notice  the  secretai^  to  the  Rosnan  \eg»r 
tion,  and  has  appUed  to  him  some  of  those  epithets  be  haa 
alwayi  at  command.  It  is  enough,  in  reply,  to  say,  that . 
those  to  whom  the  constitution  has  confided  the  power 
and  the  duty  to  judge  of  his  fitness  and  abilities,  have  no 
doubt  discharged  that  office;  and  their  decision,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, may  be  safely  tniaied.  But,  says  the  gentleman, 
he  is  **a  boy,  a  beardless  bmr."  That  epithet  implies  an 
objection ttuit  is  now  out  of  time,  fbr  the  Senate  yester- 
day clothed  him  with  th«  iagu  vtrilh,  by  confirming  his 
nomination.  But,  afler  all,  what  reason  can  be  assigned 
why  this  House,  acting  as  a  momi  agent,  and  influenced 
by  those  considerations  which  have  moral  wnglit,  what 
sound  and  valid  reason,  I  repeat,  can  be  assigned  for 
withholding  this  salary?  The  President  appmnted  the 
minister  to  RosMa,  and  the  Senate,  as  is  known,  confirmed 
the  nomination,  not  only  without  the  show  of  serious  op- 
pouti<m,  but  with  a  promptitude  that  indicated  no  wish 
for  opposition.  The  minister  accepts  the  office,  repairs 
to  the  theatre  of  its  duties,  and  executes  them.  The 
frailty  of  his  constitution  rendering  ill  health  possible,  he 
asked  and  obtained  permisnon,  if  overtaken  by  disease,  to 
s^ek  a  more  genial  clime.  It  was  conceded  to  him  with 
perfect  coherence  to  usage,  propriety,  and  humanity. 
He  IHUI  fulfilled  his  undertaking  to  the  letter,  fiurly,  fulhr, 
thoroughly;  and  I  demand,  will  the  Government  meanly 
violate  its  contract,  and  refuse  the  payment  of  die  salary  * 

The  discussion  of  the  foreign  relations  of  the  country 
have  been  obtruded  into  this  debate.  Hatters  of  delicate 
and  touching  interest,  still  pending  between  this  Govern- 
ment and  otuer^  have  been  drawn  in,  as  if  they  were 
proper  topics  for  discusuon.  Of  such  matten^  sud 
Mr.  B.,  I  claim  to  know  nothing,  except  that  their  pre- 
sent introduction  is  unparliamentaiy,  and  discourteous  to 
tiie  organs  charged  with  our  foreign  concerns.  When- 
ever these  subjects  shall  become  proper  topics  of  debate, 
my  colleague,  [Mr.  Abcbbr,]  whose  position  in  these 
i^airs  will  then  require  and  justify  his  speaking,  will 
doubtless  supply  tbejust  calls  that  may  be  made  upon  him. 

I  have  thus  far,  Mr.  -Speaker,  treated  (his  qnettion,  in 
reply  only  to  what  has  been  urged  on  the  other  nde.  In 
this  respeot  it  is  a  subject  important  enough  to  engage 
your  best  deliberations.  1  beg  leave  now  to  address  a 
few  words  in  a  different  view  of  the  question.  If  it  be 
important  in  its  personal  snd  party  aspect,  that  import- 
ance dwindles  into  insignificance  when  we  regard  it  in 
reference  to  our  constitutional  powers.  I  mean  m  relation 
to  the  distribution  of  power  among  the  several  depart* 
ments  of  the  Government.  It  Is  here  that  it  swells  into 
vast  magrdtude,  and  demands  the  most  mature  reflection. 

Upon  a  proper  subject,  and  at  an  appropriate  time, 
none  can  deny  to  tlus  House  the  rightfiil  power  to  inter- 
pose its  nvin  between  the  public  interests  and  the  march 
of  folly  and  wickedness  in  a  inad  and  ^tiiless  administra- 
tion. Whenever,  in  such  cases,  Congress  is  called  on  to 
grant  appropriations,  I  am  not  willing  to  concede  that  it 
possesses  a  mere  instrumental  ageni^,  while  all  delibera- 
tive will  is  drawn  to  otiier  departments.  No,  atr,  no!  Bdt 
this  it  not  the  creation  of  a  new  nnssion.  It  is  not  a  pro- 
spective matter.  The  thing  is  done,  and  beyond  our  con- 
trol.   TbK  embaaqr  itttlf  it  not  objected  tO{  Uke  mianon 
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is  acknowled^d  to  be  h^l)[  necestuy.  '  The  appoint- 
ing power,  with  the  co-opera.tion  of  all  those  «urds  and 
checks  which  tlie  constitution  for  wise  ends  has  put 
around  it,  have  all  concurred  in  approvin|f  the  selection 
of  the  minister — and  whilst  you  hare  the  power,  and  the 
power  only*  to  withhold  the  appropriation,  I  deny  that 
you  have  any  right  to  interpoBe  at  tins  time.  I  deny  that 
your  power  reou  in  the  montl  stability  of  justice.  There 
are  sometimes  obligationi  of  a  hieUer  nature,  reatuiff  on 
governmentfl  as  well  as  indivimials,  than  those  vhioh 
may  be  enfoi-oed'by  coercion— obligations  which  we  can- 
not disregant,  without  a  reokleas  contempt  for  our  loftiest 
duties.  If  we  f;dlow  the  constitution,  and  respect  the 
allotments  of  power,  it  seems  to  me  impoanble  that  the 
nund  of  man  can  brin|^  to  its  aid  a  plauable  pretext  for 
interpoang  the  negative  of  this-Houae  upon  a  subject 
entrusted  to  others.  We  have  no  right  to  resist  their  will, 
when  faii-Iy  moving  In  their  sphere  of  conceded  power. 
Alarming-  cases  may  sometimes  arise,  of  such  magni- 
tude or  atrocity,  as  to  require  it.  Such  cases,  when  mey 
do  occur,  set  aside  all  law  and  all  obligation ;  they  fumikh  a 
law  to  themselves,  which  tlie  public  safety  may  constrain 
us  ttf  follow. 

Ur.  WATNE  observed,  that  when  the  gentleman  fpcmi 
Ohio  made  the  motion  to  strike  from  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration the  appropriation  for  the  salary  of  the  minister 
to  Russia,  he  had  acfiompanied  it  with  two  declarations, 
ncitlier  of  which  was  the  fact,  though  both  had  the  appear* 
ance  of  being  so.  The  moral  fipprebensiDn  of  the  gen- 
tleman will  rewlily  distinguisli  between  tliem,  Snd  also 
suggest  to  him  how  far  the  difference  in  this  instance  had 
been  acddental.  Uis  decIarationB  were,  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  told  us  the  United  States  was  not  represented 
at  the  court  of  Russia,  and  that  It  was  not  pr<A>abIe  we 
soon  would  be;  the  last  being  an  assertion  of  his  own. 
These  were  the  reasons  he  hsid  given  to  sustain  his  mo- 
tion, and  both  he  professes  to  have  derived  fi-om  the 
message.  Sir,  the  Preudent,  after  stating  our  amiciUiIe 
relations  with  Russia,  and  that  no  means  will  be  left  un< 
employed  to  promote  them,  and  to  improve  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  two  nations,  sincerely  regrets 
to  inform  us,  that  extreme  indtspontion  had  compelled 
the  minister  to  leave,  temporarily,  his  post,  for  a  more 
genial  climate,  and  tiiat  this  was  a  privilege  which  had 
been  committed  to  the  minister's  discretion,  in  conmdera- 
tion  of  the  extent  to  which  lus  constitution  had  been  im- 
paired in  the  public  service.  But  the  President  also 
states,  he  liad  received  the,  most  satisfactory  assurances 
that  the  public  interests  would  not  suffer  in  tbe  minister'a 
absence,  as  it  was  his  intention  to  keep  up  an  intercourse 
with  the  Russian  cabinet,  through  the  secretary  of  lega- 
tion. So  far,  then,  sir,  fi-om  not  being  represented,  we 
are  informed  tliat,  notwitlistanding  disease  hftd  forced  the 
minister  to  leave  St.  Petersbui^  for  a  time,  he  was, 
thou|^  under  its  pressure,  not  unmindful  of  his  duty,  of 
the  particular  interests  which  had  been  conBded  to  him, 
and  of  the  welfare  of  his  country.  How  different  is  Uiis 
statement  from  thp  naked  declai-ation  of  the  gentleman, 
which,  without  any  explanation  from  liim,  implies  an  en- 
tire suspension  of  all  negotiation  during  the  miitiater's 
absence,  conveys  an  intimation  that  Uie  pubhc  interest 
was  suffioring,  and  the  imputation  that  the  appropriation 
vas  adced  to  pay  for  constructive  and  not  for  acUial  ssr- 
vices. '  It  may  suit  the  gentleman's  views  to  use  his  place 
here  to  make  such  invnuations  for  drculation  out  of  the 
House;  but  wlien  they  are  unwarranted  by  the  only  docu- 
ment which  we  have  to  give  us  information  upon  this 
subject,  and  upon  which  he  makes  his  assertions,  and 
that  one  written  in  so  plain,  unaffected,  and  candid  a  man- 
ner, that  it  cannot  be  mistaken,  but  by  great  carelessness 
or  a  dispoution  to  purert  it,  he  must  bear  the  expoaure 
of  the  difference  between  his  declarations  and  tlw'  author- 
ity upon  which  be  mta  Uiem,  and  not  complain  if  lu 


motives  should  even  be  harsUy  suspected.  Equal^  un- 
fortunate'is  the  gentleman's  declaration,  that  it  was  not 
probable  we  would  soon  be  represented  at  the  Rusman 
court,  as  it  is  the  opponte  ranelusion  to  which  a  can^ 
mind  would  come,  from  the  langua^  of  the  tnessage.  In 
such  a  case,  nothing  could  be  ceitainly  said,  or  promised; 
but  enough  was  said  to  show  that  the  Prendent  had  a  de- 
finite hope  that  the  ntinister  would  return  in  the  spring 
to  Iiis  post,  with  a  full  ability  to  give  to  his  country  the  ubc 
of  those  talents  and  attainments  by  winch  he  had  become 
so  much  distinguished  at  home. 

The  motion  is  not,  therefore,  sustwned  by  the  facts  of 
the  case:  we  are  forced  to  look  beyond  them  for  the 
cause  which  induced  itj  and  it  seems  to  have  been  intend- 
ed to  give  an  opportunity  far  an  out]^ring  of  party  re- 
sentment, which  has  been  the  more  violent  and  persona), 
from  having  no  substaMial  cause  of  complaint  upon  which 
it  would  fasten  its  rancor.  The  gentleman  from  Rhode 
IsUnd  [Mr.  Bcasxs]  haa  indulged  in  a  wide  range  of  ob- 
servation, in  no  way  connected  with  the  subject,  and  by  no 
means  sanctioned  by  the  remarksof  the  chaimuin  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  ReUtions,  to  which  he  more  than 
once'  referred  as  an  example,  to  protect  him  in  his  irregu- 
lar coune.  ^  "Hie  House  had  understood  the  ebainnan  to 
deprecate  any  reliance  being  ttlaeed  upon  newspaper 
conjectures  and  cahimniesi  but  tt>e  gentleman  had  made 
tliem  the  basis  of  his  argument,  and  Itis  authori^  for  facta 
—and,  until  he  had  done  so,  the  real  subject  of  debate 
had  not  been  lost  Mght  of  What  connexion,  wr,  with 
his  Btibject  has  the  treaty  with  Turkey,  or  any  one  of 
Its  articles,  abuit  which  we  cannot  know  any  thing  un- 
til i^  shall  be  ratified,  or  its  provisions  shall  be  divulged, 
by  a  vote  of  the  Senate,  unless  information  concerning  it 
has  been  got  by  a  sliameleH  violation  of  fidelity  to  the 
constitution?  Did  the  genlJemah  reflect  upon  the  im- 
propriety in  a  member  of  Congress  giving,  in,  debate, 
currency  and  consec[uence  to  mere  new^per  surmise, 
conccrnmg  our  foreign  relations,  which,  whether  it  shaH 
turn  out  to  be  true  or  Alae,  might'be  hurtful  to  our  inte- 
rests,  bv  a  premature  disclosure,  or  an  increased  suppo- 
Mtion  oi"  its  correctness,  and  before  it  is  known  what  atti- 
tude those  who  administer  the  Government  have  taken  in 
relation  to  the  subject  of  conjecture?  Or  does  he  think 
it  allowable,  in  tlie  warfiire  of  party,  to  catch  at  every 
suggestion  which  malice  or  curiosity  may  make-of_^oae 
now  in  power,  and  to  argue  from  them  as  probabilitiea? 
In  such  contentions,  honor  rejects  the  me.  of  an  untruth, 
as  readily  as  lionor  and  humanity  would  refuse  to  wield 
the  poisoned  weapon  in  war.  D;d  tbe  historical  reading 
of  the  gentleman  not  remind  him  how  often  it  has  hap- 
pened in  ncgot-ation,  that  an  inadmissible  article  is  per- 
mitted to  be  a  part  of  a  treaty  by  a  minister  not  having  fuU 
power  to  ratify  it,  in  the  expectation  that  its  temporary 
admission  will  be  prothictive  of  ultimate  good?  But,  sir, 
we  know  nothing  of  that  trratyt  and  I  abstain  from  fVir- 
tlier  notice  of  that  part  of  the  gentleman's  speech,  be- 
lieving, whilst  'tiie  treatj'  is  under  consideration  in  the 
Senate,  conjectiires  of  its  contents,  or  any  remarks  con- 
cerning it,  to  be  altogether  unbecoming  here.  Tbe  gen- 
tleman, however,  is  -  »a  -little  justified  for  havihg  trade 
the  qualifications  and  fitness  of  the  minister  to  Biisna  a 
subject  of  inquiry  and  remark  upon  a  motion  to  strike  out 
the  appropriation  for  his  salary.  When  the  right  of 
appointment  exists,  and  it  is  made  and  confirmed  by  the 
Senate,  thefitnessof  the  individual  ucenckinveupontUa 
House,  and  a  coiutitutional  oUigation  is  imposed  upon  it 
to  co-operate  in  voting  the  supply  to  support  the  minister; 
and  our  only  constitutional  check  upon  the  disbursement 
of  it  is  a  right  uf  inquiry  into  its  application.  A  oall 
upon  us  to  refuse  the  supply  in  anticipation  of  its  misap- 
plication is  an  indecency  of  aBBQmption,  which  was  un- 
known to  the  journals  ot  our  lepdation  until  thv  motion 
waamade.    Butwhyrerusettieappropriatiim?  The  right 
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knitter  to  Soma. 


[H.  or  R. 


of  IhePreudent  tocxteiid  to  ft  miiHBter  the  indulgi^ncc  of]  any  rcmarki  Uutt  miglit  fUl  from  the  geatleimn  from 
temponirj-  removal  rrom  kis  post,  m  anticipation  of  a  hos-  Rhode  Island,  [Mr-  Bdbbics.]   U  was  impoBnUr,  how- 


tile  hiRuctice  of  climate  upon  his  health,  cannot  be  denied; 
for  it  does  not  differ  in  en'cct  from  auch  allowance  afier 
the  mvagvs  of  climate  liave  been  felt,  and  the  latter, 
thoii^  men  done,  has  nut  been  heretofore  a  subject  of 
ccm^biiit  or  df  reproach  a^instany  miniater  or  any  ad- 
rainutniUon  under  which  it,  baa  happened.  The  Mune 
princijde  produced  the  law  which  ^vet  to  a  member  of 
Congress  his  pay,  if,  after  having-  bCf^n  his  journey  to 
Wasliington,  ne  shall  b«  overtaken  with  sickness,  and  be 
prevented  hy  it  from  reaching  the  capitol  during'  the 
session.  Tlie  exercise  of  the  President's  discretion,  there- 
fore,  in  this  instance,  is  strictly  in  uuJogy  with  our  le^ia- 
btion  for  ounelresv  and  for  my  own  part,  1  cannot  but 
think  it  was  higMy  commendable  in  Ifr.  Randolpb,  when 
he  accepted  the  mission,  to  have  warned  the  administra- 
tion that  lus  health,  thou^  then  good,  might  be  affected 
by  the  climate  of  Russia — patriotic  in  him  to  have  incur- 
red a  risk  which  very  few  men  of  feeble  constitution  would 
have  enoountere<l,  and  doubly  so  on  one,  with  his  fortune 
and  at  Us  time  of  life,  to  have  determined  toenctKinter 
the  climate  of  fit  Petersburg  agun,  after  iiaving  suf- 
fered to  the  extent  he  has  done,  and  in  Uic  way  he  had 
appreheadedd.  What  was  thoaght  posaiblci  or  even  pro- 
Mble,  if  gentlemen  will  rattier  pleue  to  have  it  so,  has 
occurred  to  an  extreme  degreei  and  because  disease,  in 
a  foreign  climate,  lus  driven  one  of  our  mostdistinguislied 
men  from  the  theatre' of  hia  services -for  a  few  months, 
there  are  those  to  be  foiuid  here,  who,  instead  of  liaviiig 
«  xenerotu  aympaUiy  for  Oie  sufferer,  seize  upon  his 
ofptction  to  vent  the  bitterness  of  party  resentments. 
There  are  periods  whirh  wiH  permit  no  limit  to  our  de- 
votion to  the  public  service;  but  when  no  such  crina 
impends,  the  man  who*  without  being  allured  by  tlie  dis- 
tinctions or  the  emoluments  of  office,  exposes  himself  at 
tbe  call  his  country  to  what  he  know*  may  be  uncom- 
monly hanrdous  ta  Us  hndth,  deserves  uncommon  praise. 
But,  sir,  the  minister  is  only  known  to  me  by  his  fame, 
and  I  refrain  from  tresjjaasing  upon  the  generous  anxiety 
of  others  who  know  him  well,  to  protect  him  from  impn- 
t'<tioB.  The  gentleman  argued  the  question  ulso  witli  a 
view  to  make  the  impression  upon  the  public,  that,  in  any 
even^  whether  the  minister  should  return  or  not  to  his 
post,  it  was  intended  by  the  administration  to  apply  to  his 
uses  the  entire  salary  nir  a  year.  This  jnnnt,  however, 
is  regulated  by  Iaw4  aitd  it  will  be  a  difficult  matter  for 
the  geofleman  and  his  coadjutors  to  nuke  even  a  fliint 
impression,  that  those  who  have  been  so  recently  enguged 
in  correcting  Anises  in  our  diplomatic  expenditures  wilt 
subject  themselves  to  any  imputation  from  those  who  have 
been  ahaned  l>y  their  vigilance.  Nor  can  1  agree  with 
the  gentlcroan,  tluit,  at  this  crins  in  the  affairs  of  Europe, 
our  intereato  have  or  can  suffer  by  the  abtence  of  Mr. 
Bandtrfph.  The  Empetor  and  his  cabijiet  have  been  en- 
gaged in  more  intense  occupations,  to  the  probable  exclu- 
^on-of  such  remote  connexions  as  he  lus  with  us;  and 
nothing  eao  occur  affecting  the  nations  of  Europe,  and 
having  any  bearing  upon  our  interest,  which  will  not  be 
as  soon  conuDanieatcd  to  us  thi  ough  other  channda,  as  it 
would  be  by  the  minister  from  8t  Petersburg.  But,  sir, 
I  will  sar  no  more.  This  motion  is  well  undentoodf  it  is 
intended  to  aoeomplisit  nothing  here,  but  lias  l>een  made 
for  otitdoor  effect^  and  the  people  will  be  as  apt  to  de- 
tect tbe  sinister  dengn,  as  ^iitlemen  tuve  beeiv  to  hope, 
and  anticipate,  and  to  insuioate,  that  sometiung  would 
grow-oiitiH  tlUs  trifling  appropriation,  wtuch  would  Air- 
nish  them  with  a  aubject  of  repreaoh  sgunst  the  adminis- 
tration.   Tiicy  will  be  disappwntetl. 

Ifr.  CAMBRELENQ  expressed  his  regrit  that,  at  so 
bte  aa  hour,  be  shauld  be  oU^wd  to  tre^HUs  on  the  at- 
tention of  tlie  House.  Be  rogntted,  too,  that  any  (»r- 
ounwlance  dkiuM  render  it  ncoCBssTy  for  lum  to  notice 


ever,  to  let  them  pass  witliout  some  notice.  The  honor- 
able gentleman,  said  Hr.  C,  has  given  lit  an  elaborate 
and  minute  account  of  our  treaty  with  the  Porte:  assum- 
ing his  own  facta,  he  has  discussed  its  merits,  and  animad- 
verted on  its  imaginanr  imperfections.  I  shall  not,  Mr. 
Speaker,  travel  out  of^  my  way,  and  vitiate  a  rule  of  or- 
der, by  entering  now  into  that  th'scusKon,  by  examining 
llw  proviuon*  of  the  I'urkidi  treaty.  Whenever  I  do, 
«r,  my  facts  and  niy  arguments  shall  be  founded  on  some- 
thing more  substantial  than  a  newspaper  rumor;  more 
unquestionable  than  the  statement  of  an  unprincipled 
partisan!  more  unimpeachable  than  tbe'  evidence  of  a 
peijured  Senator.  The  gentleman  has  introduced  other 
matters  into  tiiis  debate.  We  hoard  something  of  the  wily 
policy  of  a  Hachiavcli  of  the  deep  and  dcsi^ng  mo- 
tives of  a  distii^islied  memlwr  of  the  cabinet)  of '*our 
minister  to  HuBsia,  and  his  master  the  Secretary  of  State;" 
even,  sir,  endorsing,  by  innnnation,  tlie  stale  slanderfe  of 
the  press.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  disdain  to  engage  in  such  a 
debate  with  the  gentlenaan  from  Rhode  Island.  I  conde- 
loend  to  notice  hia  remarks,  only  to  repel  and  to  de- 
nounce liis  unworthy  insinuations.  No,  nr,  1  shall  not 
contend  with  him — age  cannot  dgnify  the  slanderer — a 
hoary  head,  tliough  "crammed  with  JEtna's  fires,"  cannot 
purify  cahimny,  or' sanctify  it  '  to  the  toueb  of  honorable 
men.    I  have  done  with  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island. 

L^t  us  turn,  for  a  moment,  sir,  to  this  extraoidinary 
Inetion  to  strike  out  the  s;dary  of  our  minister  to  Russia. 
1  feet,  Mr.  Speuker,  a  prmid  siAisfiictlon,  that,  amidst  alt 
tiw  angiy  and  riolent  colli»ons  of  our  late  political  con- 
test, the  party  with  which  I  have  the  honor  of  acting 
never  ^sgi-aced  itself  by  a  motion  similar  to  that  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  sustained  hy  the  gen- 
tle«ian  fi-om  Rhotic  Island.  [Here  the  SPEAKER  caHed 
Mr.  CAMKBSLBire  toorder.]  I  cUim,  sir,  the  privilegeof- 
replyf  I  claim  the  privilege  of  vindicating  my  party,  and 
have  only  to  lament  that  others  have  not  better  appre- 
ciated tlieir  own  dignity.  In  all  th;it  angry  war,  ur,  we 
hod  no  instance  so  ^gra^ng  as  a  motion  to  strike  out  the 
salary  of  a  minister  on  account  of  absence  (irindispontion. 
When  our  late  estimable  minister  to  France  visited  Ihe 
waters  of  Aix  la  Chapelle.  did  any  one  on  our  side  of 
the  House  tiumble  bimself  and  his  cause  by  inquiring 
wliether  he  had  tbe  permission  of  his  Government  to  go 
tliere^  I^d  any  member  of  this  House  dl^race  ma 
country  by  a  motion  to  strike  out  his  salary,  because  the 
same  minister  had  visited  the  lake  of  Geneva?  No,  mr. 
Wlien  the  late  administration  appointed  an  aged  invalid — 
a  venerable,  distinguished,  and  highly  respected  getitle- 
maii — our  minister  to  Great  Bntaint  when  that  venemble 
gentleman,  notoriously  in  a  n^id  decline,  was  appointed 
to  the  most  important  and  urgent  misuon  within  we  gift 
of  the  Executive—  was  any  member  oT  our  s'de  so  lost  to 
decency  and  humanity,  as  to  inquire  whether  he  bad  die 
permission  of  his  Government  to  viut  the  waters  of 
Cheltenham!  After  that  distinguished  gentlettian  had 
visited  tlte  court  of  St,  Jam'es,  had  resided  there,  and  re- 
turned an  invalid,  physic^Iy  and  unfortunately  incapable 
of  discharging  any  on*  of  the  important  duties  assigned 
liim  by  the  bte  administration — was  there,  wr,  one  so 
poor  among  us,  as  to  more  to  strike  out  his  salary!  No, 
tiir,  no.  We  played  a  nobler  game,  and  won  it.  Mr. 
Speaker,  it  is  tlic  fortune— nay,  the  high  privilege  of 
illustrious  men,to  be  calumniated  and  purmiea  with  bitter 
hostility.  Our  nunister  to  Russia  cannotescape— forhe 
has  occupied  a  higli atation  in  the  political  annals  of  our 
country — he  has  obtained  fur  himself  an  illustrious  rank 
in  our  parliamentaty  history.  I  bare  listeDed,  air,  with ' 
delight  and  hwtruetion  to  some  of  our  distinguished  rivals 
for  parliKtnentaty  fame — to  the  simple,  but  persiA^ive 
andtkflcinatii^  reasoningof  ftLowndes—to  the  melo^out 
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and  impaawoned  eloquence  of  a  Clay — to  the  lucid,  com- 
manding, and  aohd  ar^ment  of  a  Webster;  but  for  a 
combination  and  profusion  of  all  the  weapons  of  parlia- 
mentary war— of  wit,  irony,  sarcasm,  im^nation,  and 
eloquence — he  was  surpassed  by  none — nay,  sir,  m  a 
paHHUnentary  orator,  be  was  unequalled.  He  combined  all 
the  skill  of  a  debater — die  genius  of  a  poet — with  the 
patriotism  and  sound  philosophy  of  a  statesman.  The 
people  of  this  country  owe  him  a  large  debt  of  gratitude. 
He  was  ever  the  vijplant  enemy  of  power,  and  the  devoted 
friend  of  our  ancient  and  excellent  constitution.  With  a 
political  foresight  and  aagacity,  beyond  any  qf  his  distin- 
guished rivals  for  parliamentary  honors,  he  detected  in  the 
embryd,  and  rensted  witlt  prophetic  wisdom,  those  mea- 
sures'which  laid  the  bass  of  that  gigantic  accumulation  of 
federal  power  and  taxation  which  we  are  nowio  zealously 
endeaYoring  to  check  and  moderate. 

Such,  nr,  is  the  distinguished  man — with  thirty  years' 
experience  in  tlie  public  service — with  a  familiar  know- 
le^«  of  all  our  national  concera^forrigiiand  draoestic — 
Hich  the  man  to  whom  the  President  assigned  the  chaive 
of  our  imsffon  to  Russia.  With  a  frame  coidtitutionafiy 
infirm,  he  departed  upon  liis  mission,  and  waa  necessarily 
left  at  liberty  to  leave  his  station,  should  bis  health  require 
it.  He  retreated,  througli  an  evident  neccanty,  from  the 
inclemenciea  of  a  Russian  winter.  Had  he  ventured,  nr, 
to  remun,  and,  with  his  feeble  constitution,  to  encounter 
the  horrors  of  a  Northern  winter,  wc  should  not  now  have 
liad  occasion  to  discuss  this  miserable  question  about  his 
salary!  The  career  of  this  eccentric  but  illustrious  man 
is  near  its  close.  Periutps,  even  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  while 
we  are  debating  this  wretclied  motion.  Providence  may 
have  placed  him  beyond  the  rea^  of  all  his  enemies. 
Should  it  be  so,  sir,  every  hon<»«ble  adversarv  will  leave 
him  to  his  repose.  None  will  pursue  him  there — none 
will  hover  over  hia  grave — save  the  bald  vulture  and 
onaking  raven. 

Hr.  MAIXAKV  again  ro«e,  and  enforced  the  views 
taken  by  him  in  the  earlier  stage  of  the  debate,  which 
have  lie^n  already  reported. 

Mr.  COKE,  of  Virginia,  rose  at  a  late  hour  of  tlie  day, 
and  said  tliat  he  regretted  the  necessity  wliich  constrained 
him  to  present  himself  before  the  House  at  that  late 
period  of  the  day,  an^  at  tlie  present  stage  of  the  discus- 
HOn.  Ishould  not  do  justice  to  myself,  said  Hr.  C-,if  I 
omitted  \o  state,  that  I  appear  under  dindvantages  which 
greatly  cmbarraas  me  in  the  performance  of  the  duty  I 
propose  to  attempt.  1  feel  iKKind  to  sacriBce  all  personal 
consideratioosf  when  they  conflict  with  a  sense  of  duty, 
Mch  aa  now  actuates  me,  in  the  effort  to  lusuin  my  col- 
league in  rescuing  my  State,  my  countryman,  who  is 
^Ment,  and  the  amiiniatralion,  friHB  the  scoSs  and  sneers 
of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  and  tlie  gsntlenian  from 
Rhode  bland. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  here  to  notice  the  valor  and  pru- 
dence  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Viv.  Stah»xbt.] 
He  submitted  the  motion  to  strike  from  the  bill  the  sum 
proposed  to  be  appropriated  for  the  mimstcr  in  Russia, 
out  of  which  this  angiy  discussion  has  grown;  and  when 
the  consequences  were  realized,  which  previous  concert 
with  {listingutalied  gentlemen  of  bis  party  had,  probably, 
secured,  he  warily  letires  from  the  scene,  and  eludes  the 
attacks  which  his  temerity  had  provoked.  That  it  was 
prudent  to  secure  himself  from  dangers  a^inst  which  he 
was  not  fortified,  I  cannot  denyi  and  that  his  firmness  sank 
under  the  perils  of  his  sitoatirat  is  an  aptriotgr  which  ex- 
cuses lus  retreat,  I  am  not  unviUng  to  admit. 

Tlie  gentleman  from  Vennont,  [Mr.  Hali.i.bx,]  with 
lus  peculiar  diniify  of  manner  and  styJe,  has  instituted  a 
comparison  of^Virginia  with  Vermont,  Connecticut,  and 
Massachusetts.  The  cflbrt  did  not  commend  itself  to  the 
impactiality  of  this  intelligent  body,  by  any  of  those  ap- 
pranuices      respectful  coasideration  which  Uie  dignity 


of  the  subject  might  be  expected  to  inspire.  It  wore  no 
semblance  of  that  impartial  criticism  which  distinguishes 
an  effort  of  the  mind  to  work  out  a  fah>  result. 

The  suggestions  of  reasonand  justice  were  not  allowed 
to  impede  nis  hasty  concluuona,  or  to  dispute  their  egui^: 
His  determination  was  to  sneer  at  Virnnia,  right  or  wron^. 
Let  me  assure  the  honorable  genUeman  tliat  Virginia 
fears  not  the  result  of  a  comparison  with  Vermont,  or  any 
other  State  in  this  Union.  It  does  not  become  me,  stand- 
ing in  the  relation  I  do  to  her,  to  speak  of  her  in  terms 
which  my  knowledge  of  her  merits,  and  her  own  history 
would  prove;  but  I  may  say,  without  impropriety,  that 
the  annals  of  this  nation  may  be  safely  appealed  to,  in 
proof  that  her  full  quota  of  virtue,  intelligence,  and 
patriotism,  has  been  contributed  in  winning  the  liberty, 
and  securing  the  happiness  wc  now  enjoy. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  not  been  content  with 
ridiculing  Vit|^nia.  He  has  foiind  it  agreeable  to  his 
feelings,  or  consistent  with  his  policy,  to  impute  to  the 
minister  at  Rusu  motives  of  pnvate  speculation  in  the 
acoeptaiKe  of  this  misnon.  He  tells  as  iha'^  a  few  years 
ago,  he  heard  s  great  deal  of  constructive  journeys,  and 
asserts  that  tUs  mission  is  the  most  apt  illustration  of  his 
idea  of  a  constructive  journey,  llie  gentlesoan,  to  use 
his  own  beautiful  phrase,  wants  "a  man  of  bodily 
strength,  who  can  stand  &ce  to  face  with  the  Kmperor  of 
Ruasis."  Was  ever  a  charge  made  mare  beedksdy?  Waa 
tiie  wantonness  of  ftctioos  zeal  ever  distii^niabed  by 
evidence  so  tiDerring,  and  so  irtesistible,  as  the  as^ption 
of  such  motives  to  John  lUndolph  fiinushes  mi  Aia 
occauon  * 

Is  the  gentleman  aware  that  he  speaks  of  a  man  of 
fortune'  a  man  of  substance!  of  him  who  has  bnd  and 
slaves!  whose  income  is  from  his  crop»— certain,  fixed* 
regular,  yea,  as  uniform  as  nature  in  her  seasons — as  inva- 
riable aa  produce  in  its  price?  He  does  not  speak  of 
some  Eastern  mannAicturer  who,  to-day,  is  rich,  and  to- 
morrow is  a  beggal^~wbDSc  capital  and  income  depends 
upon  the  ebb  or  flow  of  public  opinion — on  the  riglit  or 
policy  of  the  tariff  system,  or  the  quiescence  and  submis- 
sion of  the  laborer  to  be  shorn  of  the  just  remuneration 
of  his  twl.  No,  sir,  John  Randolph,  if  of  a  temper  to  b« 
influenced  by  mercenary  motives, »  above  thdr  influence. 

The  gentleman,  in  his  profile  of  a  man  fitted  for  a 
foreign  mission,  hss  hud  great  stress  upon  persons] 
strength.  I  have  now  learned,  for  the  first  time,  nnder 
the  counsel  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  that  educa- 
tion and  refinement,  tact  and  talent,  are  subordinate 
considerations  in  the  formation  of  acharacter  Ibr  diplomacy. 
If  this  position  be  well  founded,  tf  it  be  true  that  tfignily, 
combined  with  high  intellectaal  endowments,  shall  yield 
the  posts  oftrtstsandusefiilneBs  to  mere  corporeal  stretigtb, 
I  imulL  acknowledge  the  appointment  to  be  indnerect^  and 
admit  (what  I  must  otherwise  deny)  that  the  gentle maa 
from  Vennont  is  -himself  refomed  into  fitness  'far  this 
distinguished  station. 

But  the  gentleman,  in  the  ardor  of  his  oppoution,  has 
denied  that  Mr.  Randolph  is  a  man  of  distinguished  la- 
lentsi  He  telh  us  he  is  a  mere  retailer  of  poetry,  utterly 
unfit  fiv  such  a  station.  This  (riiservation  presupposes 
in  tlie  gentleman  from  Vermont  a  capacity  to  form  a  cor- 
rect judgment  upon  the  subject.  But 'his  vsdn  confidence 
does  not  stop  here.  He  imagines  himself  better  qualified 
to  determine  the  fitness  of  the  in^vidual  for  the  station 
tie  fills,  than  the  President  wlio  nominated  him,  or  the 
Senate  who  confirmed  and  approved  the  nontinatioai  and 
obliquely  censures  the  wiadom  of  those  ssges  whe  placed 
the  power  of  appointment  where  K  now  resMeiL  What 
imniea»n^ble  vanity !  To  what  extremes  of  foH^  it  driv«a 
those  who  cherish  It. 

1  have  now  to  notice  aome  of  the  observations  made  by 
the  Iwnorable  gentleman  fnmi  lUiode  Island,  [Mr.  Bob- 
oKs.]    Befi>re  1  do  so,  1  must  be  alknred  to  say  that  I 
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have  often  regretted,  uid  never  mtwe  than  on  the  present 
occasion,  the  uniparin^  censure  which  that  f^ntleman 
never  fails  to  bestow  on  thoae  who  are  opposed  to  hnn  in 
politics.  Charity  never  whispers  that  men  who  err,  (which 
they  who  think  differently  from  himself  are  always  sup* 
posed  to  do,)  err  from  mere  mortal  weakne»— that  per- 
fection  and  tnUlibili^  are  attributes  reserved  to  himself 
by  the  God  who  raeated  as,  and  that  nkui,  when  turned 
ootof  the  handsof  his  Maker,  was^  as  he  is  now,  a.short- 
■gfated  mortal,  not  bavingf  the  capacity  to  see,  and  to 
know*  and  to  provide  for  iii  thuws  that  are  to  happen. 
He  holds  his  opponents  bound  to  know  and  to  cAuntervu) 
the  high  decrees  of  heaven.  Censure  so  indisbrsnintite 
denotes  the  absence  of  an  ennobling  virtue,  and  baffles 
Its  own  purposes. 

Hie  genueman  complains  loudly  of  the  appmntment  of 
Mr.  Bandoli^  his  want  of  talents,  Mid  his  departure  for 
Ruana.  The  Maehiavelian  poUcy  of  the  Prenoent  repre- 
sents lum  as  putting  his  name  to  a  message  written  by 
somebody  else,  and,  in  terms  of  contumely,  concludes 
that  the  appointment  was  necessary  to  conuliate  Vti^nia. 

The  lirat  remark  I  have  to  make  on  tlus  subjtct  is, 
that,  in  my  judgment,  the  subject  of  a  speech  does  not 
exen^  the  sp^uur  fmn  the  operation  of  those  niles  of 
dccOTUiB  wludi  a  gentleman  ever  acknowle^es  in  all 
places.  Precedents,  in  the  vidatioB  of  those  prinoiples, 
acquire  no  sanctity  or  authority  femb  the  eminence  of  the 
individual  by  whom  they  are  practbed;  the  breach  is  more 
palpable  and  inexcusable  in  such  persons,  than  when 
committed  by  those  who  may  not  be  presumed  to  be  so 
well  faiftmned  of  thar  obligUkma.  Bu^  Mr.  Speaker, 
recklessasl  know  to  be  the  temper  in  which  this  motion 
was  made,  and  rnthless  as  I  knew  the  war  against  all 
peraens  concerned  in  this  appointment,  I  could  not  have 
tmiy[ined  that  the  gentleman  would  have  been  betrayed 
into  refiectiona,  so  gross  and  undeserved,  upon  the  minis- 
ter, the  State  from  which  be  came,  and  the  President 
fnHD  whom  he  leoaved  the  appwntment.  There  is,  in  a 
dofiente  attack  upon  an  absent  man,  so  litUe  of  that 
Biagnanimity  and  ooUeneas  oC  mind  which  lofty  spirits 
seek  oocasi<m  to  pnctise,  that  I  couM  not  have  expected 
any  one  to  seize  a  oiere  pretext  to  riiow  himself  wanting 
in  those  properties.  But,  sir,  it  only  prove»  what  1  have 
Iwig  believed,  that  every '  exerdse  of  the  gentleman's 
powers,  which  are  confessedly  great,  is  directed  with  a 
view  to  the  prevalence  of  aoroe  hu:tiou8  interest  or  party 
measure. 

He  tells  us  that  die  nrinisler  at  Bdsria  has  fled  fi«m  the 
ngonot  tlie  climate  to  foggy  England,  instead  of  resort- 
ing to  the  genial  climate  of  Italyi  uoA  by  an  insinnation, 
unwMthy  of  himwlf,  intimates  tlMt  the  appmntment  was 
made  to  win  over  Mr.  Bandolphto  the  support  of  a  wvak 
administration,  and  to  tempt  the  independence  of  Virginia. 
Sir,  1  am  the  stave  of  no  nction.  I  have-not  sworn  fealty 
to  tlus  atbniiuatratiain,  or  sued  for  smiles  and'fiivor  by  the 
saeriflee  of  my  independence.  I  am  as  when  1  first  came 
here — fm  to  approve  all'tiwt  ts  good,  and  bold  enough 
to  condemn  all  tnat  is  wrong,  in  the  acts  of  Hie  Prendent. 
But,  shall  a  man  be  held  r(!n>onnble  for  cooseqneneea 
whi^  no  human  sagacity  could  avert?  Shall csensure awut 
th(  man  who.  In  nuiking  an  appointment  to  a  foreign  mis. 
Mon,  does  notensure  that  the  objects  of  the  misaon  are 
not  impeded  ov  dehjrad  by  the  ^pensatkms  of  Frori- 
dMcef  Does  the  gentleman  in«st,  as  a  part  of  bis  politi- 
cal wMIOf  thsil  all  appointments  to  fbr«gn  tnissaons  are 
injnmoioiM^  unless  di^  are  bestowed  on  men  having  the 
etaential  prooM-tieaof  Hygeta?  Sir,  is  it  reasonable  to 
believe  tint  the  President,  embarrassed,  as  he  haa  been, 
with  every  spems  of  oppoaitiDn,  would  have  appointed  a 
man  whom  he  knew  to  be  unSt,  either  by  want  of  talents, 
or  want  of  health,  to  aceompU^  the  objects  of  the  mis- 
mon*  Tkis  would  be  strange, indeed,  that  he  shoidd  give 
to  hia  Tery  indulgent  opponentaatheme  upon  vrhicH  to 


lavish  their  abuse  of  him;  or,  i^  it  more  probable  that  the 
mission  should  have  been  accepted  by  Mr.  Randolph,  fbr 
the  pleasure  of  filing  sick  in  Russia?  No,  sir;  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  the  misaon  was  offered  and  accepted  in 
the  expectation  that  Mr.  Randolph's  health  would  enable 
him  to  remain  in  Russia  until  Ms  object  was  accom- 
plished. 

But  the  genticman  hu  insinuated  that  the  otneet  was  to 
flatter  the  minister,  and  the  State  from  which  he  comes, 
into  submission  to  the  views  of  the  President.  Can  it  be 
necessary  to  remind  the  honorable  gentleman  of  ^e  noble 
disinterestedness  and  generous  self-devotion  of  the  person 
of  whom  he  speaks,  to  convince  him  that  ^e  suggestion 
has  no  fbundation.'  Need  I  remind  him  of  that  which  the 
records  of  this  House,  and  the  chronicles  of  the  times,  viXL 
^undantiy  prove,  that  John  Randolph  has  been  oppMed 
to  those  in  power,  from  the  days  of  General  Wa^ngton 
to  the  last  moment  of  Mr.  Adams's  administration,  in  order 
to  show  ]]im  and  this  House  that  he  did  not  seek  promo- 
tion by  wooing  and  courting  those  who  could  dispense 
ffivors?  No,  sir;  evidence  in  refiitation  of  such  a  chatge 
is  wholly  unnecessary,  nnce  the  gentleman  who  made, 
and  those  who  hturd  it,  most  be  assured  that  it  has  been 
mode,  and  is  attempted  to  be  sustained,  by  a  zeal  of  oppo> 
siti<m  which  seizes  everv  occanon  to  dimmish  the  popular 
fiime  of  the  individuab  mvolved  in  it. 

But,  sir,  tiie  genUeman  emphatically  adcs,  where  are 
John  Randolph's  monuments?  He  has  not  seen  them — he 
haa  not  hearo  of  them.  I  answer,  they  are  not  to  be  found 
in  the  offices  he  has  received  at  the  hands  of  this  Govetn- 
ment.  The  recovda  of  appcnntroent  do  not  show  thm. 
It  has  not  occurred  in  my  day,  nor  in  any  other  of  which 
I  have  read,  that  oppontion  to  power  has  been  rewarded 
with  promotion  by  those  who  are  opposed.  But  I  point 
the  gentleman  for  art  answer  to  his  question  to  the  people 
— there,  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen,  he  will  find  the 
monuments  which  gratitude  for  his  devotion  to  their  in- 
terests, and  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  has  raised  to  him, 
and  which  continuing  confidence  cherishes  with  religious 
veneration.  Jidin  Ibindc^ph,  Uke  die  State  which  cbima 
him,  would  not  flatter  **  Neptune  for  his  tHdelit,  or  Jove 
for  his  power  of  thundering." 

The  proffer  of  tlie  appointment  was  made  ^nd  accepted, 
in  the  hope  and  expectation  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
nation  would  be  subserredi  and  if  the  minister  has  faUen 
Mck,  it  is  the  act  of  God,  not  the  crime  of  the  Prendent, 
(vof  the  mimater.  Not  lessunfijunded,  or  less  excusable, 
is  the  insinuation  that  die  appointment  was  necessaty  to 
conciliate  Virginia.  In  what  did  the  lure'  connst?  In 
the  offer  of  a  foreign  mission  to  one  of  her  citizens^  the 
gentlemau  would  say.  How  long,  may  I  inquire.  At,  is 
it  n^ce  the  ambition  of  Virginia  was  tickled  with  such 
a  toy?  Cheap,  indeed,  must  be  her  intimity,  when  it 
is  struck  off  at  such  a  bid.  The  insinuation  is  unworthy 
of  the  man  who  mxde  it,  and  the  place  in  which  it  was 
made.  A  finitfhl  tnbjefit  fbr  invective  agwnat  the  Presi- 
dent has  been  found  in  that  clause  of  his  annual  communi-. 
cation  to  this  House,  in  which  he  states  that  Mr.  Rando^h 
was  allowed  to  leave  Russia  in  the  event  that  tlve  stale  of 
his  health  should  render  it  necessary. 

This  appears  to  me,  of  all  the  monstrous  things  sud  by 
the  gentleman  in  tlie  course  of  his  remarks,  pre-eminent 
in  absurd^.  WiH  tile  gentloman  have  tlie  goodness  to 
inform  me  and  the  Houae  whether  tiiere  is  any  Miing  in 
the  acceptance  of  a  foreign  mission  wUch  overrules  the 
most  vahiabie  of  all  our  natural  rights — ^the  right  of  self- 
preservation?  If  there  is  not^  the  permission  accnded, 
and  whieh  is  the  source  of  tiie  claowr,  is  no  boon  at  all. 
It  is  nothing  more  not  less  than  he  would  have  had  a  per- 
fect right  to  do  without  it,  and  could  not,  with  any  color 
of  impartiality,  have  been  made  .i  subject  for  censure,  or 
the  channel  throngh  winch  fiutkms  zeal  should  diaduigc 
its  malevolenee  upon  the  devoted  o)»eet.  'IIick  are  ntti- 
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atiOM  in  life,  there  are  offices  of  public  truit,  the  duties 
of  which  require  of  tlie  incumbent  to  brave  every  danger, 
rather  than  seek  safety  in  flight. 

The  field  of  battle,  and  the  soldier's  post,  are  stations 
never  to  be  abandoned  without  di^race,  while  they  can 
be  maintained.  But  I  am  incapable  of  discerning  any 
such  similitude  in  the  embassy  to  Ruswa  to  a  military 
post,  as  should  require  the  presence  of  the  ministerlo  be 
continued  at  the  peril  of  his  life. 

I  wilt  no  lon^r  detain  the  House  in  listening  to  the  de- 
fence of  charts  so  unjust  and  so  unmerited.  I  leave  the 
gentleman  to  that  remorse  of  conscience  which  must 
harass  the  man  who  has  acctised  the  innocent,  and  abused 
the  virtuous.  I  am,  for  the  reasons  assigned,  opposed  to 
tiie  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  CHILTON  thep  obtiiued  the  floors  but  the  usual 
hour  of  ailjaurnment  hai^ng  urrived,  a  motion  for  adjoum- 
ment  was  made,  and  screed  to. 

FaisAT,  Jawakt  14. 

MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  iiv 
Btructions  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Ezpenoitures  relative  to  the  computation  of  the  mile- 
age of  members  of  Cong^'eBS—the  question  being  on  the 
adoption  of  the  amendmeat  heretofore  moved  by  Mr. 
Hai.l  on  the  ISth  instant. 

Mr.  HALL  said  it  was  not  his  purpose  in  rising  to  de- 
tain the  House.  You  know,  nr,  said  he,  tltat  I  rarely  ob< 
trade  myself  upon  the  notice  of  the  Hous^t  but  I  feel 
eonftnined  to  oo  so  on  the  present  occa^on,  because  the 
committee  to  which  I  belong,  and  my^lf  in  particular  as 
churman,  have,  by  the  order  of  the  House,  been  placed 
under  a  responsibility  wliich  it  waq  my  wish  to  have  re- 
deemed in  a  manner  somewhat  different  from  what  seem- 
ed to  meet  the  views  of  the  committee.  It  is  known  to 
the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Public.  Expenditures, 
that  my  wish  was  at  first  to  have  reported  a  bill  contain- 
ing precisely  the  provisions  now  oflered  in  the  proposed 
amendment.  The  committee,  however,  were  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion;  and  the  report  presenting  my  own  views 
with  some  of  the  Postmaster  General's,  was  made  to  the 
Hou.se,  recommending,  should  it  seem  good  to  the  House, 
to  give  imperative  instruction  to  the  committee  to  report 
a  bill  according  to  any  of  the  plans  proposed  in  the  re- 
port. Hie  committee  were  bound  to  connder  the  pas- 
sage of  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  CntLTon,]  aa  an  evidence  of  the  inten- 
tion or  ,wish  of  the  House  that  something  should  be  done. 
It  was  tuidtrr  that  impression  that  I  wished  ta  Iwve  repOTt* 
ed  a  bill  such  as  I  have  mentioned.  The  committee  over- 
ruled me,  as  they  had  the  right  to  do.  Conceiving  that 
the  remonsibitt^  placed  on  me  as  f^hairman  of  the  com- 
mittee had  not  been  redeemed,  or  thrown  off  in  a  manner 
entirely  satisfactory,  I  have  availed  myself  the  amend- 
mcnt  now  proposed  to  place  the  subject  agun  before  the 
House — havingdone  so,  the  responubilily  will  rest  there; 
and  now,  as  to  myself  individually,  it  is  o^'  little  import- 
ance what  direction  the  House  may  give  itr  But  I  must 
be  allowed  to  say,  tiiat  if  (as  I  felt  bound  to  concede, 
from  the  luf^t  minority  by  which  the  resolution  for  in- 
quiry was  sent  to  Uie  committee)  it  was  the  will  of  the 
House  that  some  alteration  in  the  mode  of  computing 
mileage  of  members  should  be  made,  after  maturely  ex- 
amining the  subject,  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the 
plan  pTopo-sed  in  the  amendment  now  offered  is  the  only 
one  which  can  work  any  practical  benefit.  If  this  is  not 
adopted,  I  feel  .perfectly  satisfied  Uiat  no  alteration  of  the 
mere  phrueoloKy  of  the  law  will  do  any  good.  It  is  en- 
tirely immaterial  vliether  the-termaare  most  usual  road, 
most  osual  post  road,  or  most  usually  and  necessarily  tra^ 
veiled  post  route  or  road.    A  little  examination  into  tlie 


subject  will  riiow,  as  indeed  the  letter  of  the  Postmaster 
Gtfnerd  clearly  shows,  that  the  resuh  will  be  essentialfy 
the  same,  and  that  nothing  Hke  equality  will  be  the  re- 
sult. Tliia  will  be  perceived  when  we  consider  that  most 
who  come  to  the  seat  of  Oovemment  have  to  travel  on 
curved  lines.  Those  who  live  on  the  great  public  high- 
way which  runs  from  Nortii  to  South,  and  do  not  hve 
very  remote  from  the  seat  of  Ooremment,  not  only  travel 
upon  the  most  usual  public  h^way,  but  abo  upon  the 
most  usually  travelled  post  route,  and,  at  the  ssme  time, 
a  direct,  or  nearly  direct  route.  But  they  may,  perhaps, 
overlook  the  ^ct,  that  others  living  at  an  angle  eittier  east 
or  west  of  this  great  thoroughfare,  are  compelled  to  travel 
more  or  less  in  curved  lines,  and  consequently  further  in 
proportion  to  tlie  actual  distance  in  a  straight  hne,  and 
that  it  IB  tmpossible  to  adopt,  aa  iseleariy  shown,  any  rule 
which  will  operate  predael^  equal.  A  person  living  one 
hundred  miles  from  Washington,  on  or  near  the  great 
highway,  nmning  north  and  south  tbfough  ^e  country, 
wotdd  have  but  one  hundred  roiled  to  travel,  and  be  paid 
occardinglyt  but  another  nught  lire  not  more  than  a  hun- 
dred miles,  and,  from  tus  peculiar  ntuation,  have  to  travel 
circtutouslyahundredandfifW.  The  question  is,  whether 
he  shall  be  pud  for  what  he  travels,  or  only  for  the  actual 
distance  from  his  residence  to  the  seat  of  Government. 
The  letter  of  the  Postmaster  General  mentions  several 
cases  by  way  of  illustration,  to  show  that  the  post  route 
system  will  not  afford  an  equal  rule.  He  mentttma  two 
cases  wh:(*h  operate  antithetically,  the  one  to  the  North, 
the  othe..  to  the  South.  By  one,  a  member  being  paid 
according  to  the  most  usual  port  route,  nay  yet  have  tra- 
velled otuy  two-third*  of  the  distance  paid  fbr,  while  con- 
veraely,  on  the  other,  a  member  my  travel  on  the  most 
usual  pott  route,  and  only  be  paid  for  two-thirds  of  the 
distance.  And  these,  sir,  are  not  hypctbetical  case^ 
tliough  antithetical,  and  tiie  converse  of  each  -  other. 
These  are  not  the  only  eases  tii  this  character!  they  are 
to  be  found  in  a  vast  number  of  inatances.  If  it  ia  be- 
lieved by  any  one  that  any  plan  can  be  adapted  to  arrive 
either  at  equality  or  retrenchment,  more  eifectu^ly  than 
the  amendment  proposes,  I  tUnk  him  deceived.  I  go  for 
retrenchment,  real  practi«d  retrenchment;  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  who  firstintrodnced  the  resolutions 
reliUive  to  the  sul>ject(^  retrenchment,  (for  tvhich  he  bad 
my  most  hearty  thanks,^  wHl  bear  me  out,  vlien  I  say  that 
I  accompanied  him  pan  paam  around  the  whole  jouniejr 
he  took  upon  the  pvatroad  to  retrenchment,  votii^  fat 
every  feaable  plan,  or  plan  not  feasible,  which  was  pro- 
posed, under  tlie  committees  instituted  for  the  purpose; 
and  now,  according  to  the  good  old  rule  of  '*  one  good 
turn  deserves  another,"  all  I  ask  of  the  gentleman  is,  to 
accompany  me  upon  a  direct  Unet  my  ^lan  n  a  straight 
line,  a  mathematical  line,  the  shortest  line  from  pmnt  to 
p«nt.  By  the  bve,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  haa  beooroe  of  the 
whole  subject  of  retrenchmeid,  <^  which  we  have  heard 
so  much  for  several  yean?  Has  it  died  a  natural  death, 
or,  as  an  old  neighbor  of  mine  used  to  say  of  one  who  died 
calmly  and  silently,  has  it  sauntered  away?  Take  it  alto- 
gether, mr,  we  .have  made  but  a  sorry  buuness  of  it.  We 
have  been  palavering  here  about  three  yean  upon  the 
general  subject  of  retrenchment,  and  what  have  we  done} 
Why,  sir,  ao  far  as  I  am  hifonned,  all  we  have  done  baa 
been  to  retrench  one  little  oiajunaker,  who,  if  J,  am  right^ 
infbrmed,  had  a  sahiy  of  •L.SN)  a  year,  for  cootIi^  mapa 
from  copieaof  maps,  taken  by  aomebody  else,  from  maps 
made  by  some  other  peraon.  I  do  not  vouch  for  this^  sir; 
it  is  what,  however,  1  have  heard,1  believe,  both  on  this 
floor  and  elsewhere.  And,  sir,  if  I  am  also  rightly  in- 
formed, though  we  retrenched  his  salary  of  $1,400,  by 
way  of  tnaking  amends,  he  1ms  been  re-eng*gcd  in  the 
business,  mu^  more  to  Ids  proftt.  Hua  also  I  mij  gi>v 
as  1  hear  it  He  had  felt  bound,  in  justificnrion  to  hittiseli, 
to  phoe  the  subject  again  befim  the  House;  lie  liad  douu 
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so,  and  should  there  Irave  it  He  begged  leave,  however, 
.to  correct  an  impreaakm  which,  he  nuderstood,  had  been 
improperly  made  on  the  minds  of  some,  tiiat,  in  the  re> 
mark  in  wtuch  he  had  used  the  word  pdaverlng,  he  had 
intended  it  to  apply  penooally  to  some  indindiul.  This 
endenfly  was  not  the  cue,  u  mint  be  pUn^o  any  one 
who  hem  the  ezpremon.  The  words  were*  '^we  have 
been  palavering  here  about  three  yean  upon  the  genera] 
aubjert  of  retrenchment,  and  what  have  we  doner'  Evi* 
dently  alluding  to  the  general  course  pursued  heret  and 
I  submit  wheuier  or  not  it  has  not  been  a  fur  subject  for 
criticitni.  I  hope  no  one  will  make  an  individual  applica* 
tion  of  the  expression  to  himielf,  or  any  one  else.  Mr. 
Speaker,  as  my  object  is  to  proceed  at  once  with  the  sub- 
ject, 1  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Vt.  CRAIG  aubmitted  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, to  add  to  it  the  words,  "  with  an  allowance  of  ten 
per  cent,  for  variation  from  the  direct  line." 

Hr.  DE  WITT  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table.  Negatived — yeas  26,  nays  159. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  tntendment  submtt- 
ed  by  Mr.  Cxais, 

Hr.  BAILET  handed  to  tiie  Chur  the  following,  Which 
he  waa  desirous  of  submitting  as  a  substitute  for  the  ori- 
ginal amendment: 

Strike  out  after  the  words  «•  BtMhed,  That,"  and  ijisert, 
so  as  to  make  it  read — 

Xaohedt  That  the  following  be  added  to  the  standing 
*  rules  of  the  House : 

It  aball  be  the  du^  of  the  Cemmittee  of  AccfHints  to 
report  to  the  House,  during  the  first  sesiion  of  each  Con- 
gKss,  a  statement  of  the  distance  of  the  re^dence  of  each 
member  from  the  seat  of  Government)  which  statement 
when  approved  by  the  House,  shall  he'the  rale  foe  oalcu- 
lating  tile  mileage  of  the  members. 

But  it  was  declared  to  be  out  of  order. 

Ur.  CRAIG  assigned  his  reasons  for  offering hisamend- 
ment.  Some  members  lived  on  or  near  tlte  direct  line — 
others  did  not'— and  it  waa  hisjibject  to  par  to  Uiose  who 
did  not,  an  addition  of  ten  per  cent,  to  the  usual  allow- 
ance for  mileage. 

Mr.  CHILTON  opnosed  the  amendment.  If  a  bill  was 
passed  containing  sucli  a  provi«on,  it  wmild  be  giving  an 
advMitage  to  those  members  who  lived  on  the  direct  line 
of  travel  to  the  seat  of  Government,  of  ten  per  cent."  over 
those  who  bad  to  travel  over  a  mountainous  country,  and 
1^  a  lareuiteus  route. 

The  question  wss  then  put  on  the  tmentoent  proposed 
by  Mr.  Cbais,  and  dedded  in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  tlie  adoption  of  the 
amendment  proposed  Hr.  Hali,,  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Armstrong, 
~  John  S.  Barbour,  Barnnger,  Bates,  Bi^lor,  Bell,  James 
BUr,  Bockee,  Borst,  BoukUn,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Cam- 
breknf,  Carson,  Chandler,  Chuborne,  Clay»  Coke,  Con- 
ner, Cooper,  Cnd^,  Crawford,  CrochertHi, -Daniel,  I^- 
renport,  John  Davis,  Warren  H.  Davts,  Denny,  Desha, 
Draper,  Dudley,  Duncan,  Eager,  Earll,  Horace  Everett, 
Ford,  Forward,  Foster,  Pry,  Guther,  Gordon,  Hall,  Hal- 
sey,  Hammona,  Harvey,  Hodges,  Hofftnan,  Hubbard, 
Ihiie,  T.  Irwin,  Jarvis,  Richard  H.  Jdinsnn,  Cave  John- 
son, Ad«m  Kin^,  Lamar,  Lea,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Leteher, 
lioyaH,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Magee,  Mallary,  Martin,  Thomas 
Maxwell  Lewu  Maxwell,  McCoy,  HcDuffie,  Miller, 
MHchdl,  Monell,  Muhlenberg,  Nuckolls,  Pearce,  Potter, 
Powers,  Ramsey,  Reed,  Rencher,  Richardson,  Roane, 
Scott,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Sfaepperd,  Sill,  Speight, 
Ricbud  Spencer,  Spri«',  Stanbery,  Standefer,  Suther- 
land, Swann,  Swift,  'fahaferro,  Taylor,  Test,  W;  Thomp- 
■on,  Trecvant,  Tucker,  Vamum,  Verplanck,  Vinton, 
WaAington,  Wayne,  Weeki^  WickUffe,  WUdej  Wittiaras,, 
Wilson,  Wii^fRte,  Yancey  114. 


NAYS. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Angel,  Arnold;  Bailey, 
Voyes  Barber,  Barnwell,  Beeknwn,  Buchanan,  Burges, 
Butman,  Gaboon,  Campbell,  Childs,  Chilton,  Clark,  Cole- 
man, Condiet,  Coulter,  Cowles,  Crane,  Crockett,  Qreigh- 
ton,  Crownihshield,  Deberry,  De  Witt,  Doddridge,  Dor- 
sey,  Drayton,  teorge  Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edwani 
Everett,  Plndlay,  Itnch,  Gilmore,  Gorham,  Green,  Gren- 
nell,  Gurle)',  Hawkins,  Hinds,  Holland,  Howard,  Hughes, 
Hunt,  Ingersoll,  W.  W.  Irvin,  Jennings,  Jdina,  Kendall, 
mncaid,  Perkins  King,  Leavitt,  L.eiper,  Lewis,  Martin- 
dale,  McCreery,  Mclntire,  Mercer,  Norton,  Overton, 
Pettis,  Pierson,  Polk,  Randolph,  Russel,  Sanford,  Shields, 
Semmes,  Smith,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Hemy  R.  Storrs, 
William  L.  Storrs,  Strong,  JohnThixnson,  Tracy,  Vance, 
Whittlesey,  C.  P.  Vi  hite,  Edward  D.  White,  Young.— 80. 
So  the  amendment  was  adopted,  in  the  words  following: 
**lUaolvedj  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Expen- 
ditures be,  and  they  are  hereby,  inrtructed  to  report  to 
this  House  a  bill  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Sergeant-at-^trms  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, with  tlte  aid  of  the  Postanaater  Gentend,  at 
the  end  of  every  seanon,  to  make  an  estimate,  as  nearly 
as  possible,  of  the  actual  distance  (in  a  direct  line)  of  the 
residetice  of  each  member  of  the  Senate,  House  of  Re- 
presentatives,  and  Delegate  of  a  Territory,  from  the  seat 
of  Government;  and  that  the  mileage  of  members  of  Con- 
gress be  computed,  and  their  accounts  for  travelling  be 
settled,  according  to  such  estimate." 

Mr.  VANCE  and  Mr.  BATES  both  wished  to  propose 
further  amendments}  but  they  were  declared  to  he  out  of 
order. 

Tliat  proposed  by  Ur.  Vakos  was  as  followa:  That 
the  SecTetaiV  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  tlie  House  of 
Representatives  be  directed  to  publish,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  each  Congress,  in  two  of  the  public  newspapers 
of  the  city  of  Wairaington,  a  statement  of  the  mihage  as 
charged  by  the  members  of  their  respective  bodies. 

The  SPEAKER  was  stating  how  the  gmtlemen  refer- 
red to  could  get  at  their  object,  when 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose  to  address  the  Houses  but  the 
SPEAKER  said  the  hour  for  morning  business  had  ex- 
pired, and  the  subject  must  pass  over  for  the  present. 

The  orders  of  the  day  were  then  announcedt  when 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  that  the^  be  postponed,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  certain 
iHspivent  debtors  of  the  United  Statesi"  be  said  it  was  a 
matter  of  great  importance,  and  he  hoped  -the  motim 
might  prevu). 

Mr.  MERCER  regretted  that  he  should  be  obliged  to 
oppose  the  motion;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Moo-, 
roe  had  been  made  the  special  order  of  the  day,  and  be 
wished  it  to  be  taken  up,  and,  if  poauble,  finally  ^sposed 
of  to.day. 

CLAIM  OF  JAMES  MONROE. 

The  motion  to.pOstpone  the  orders  of  the  day  was  ne- 
gativedf  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MERCER,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Fivb- 
ux  in  the  chair,  ami  resumed  tiie  consideration  of  the 
bill  "for  the  reUef  of  James  Monroe" — the  question  be- 
ing on  a  motion  of  Mr.  CaiLTov  to  atriko  out  the  enact- 
ing clause  of  the  biU. 

When  the  Ull  was  hst  before  the  committee,  Mr. 
CHILTON  moved  an  ac^oumment,  and  was  tbereftne  en- 
titled to  the  floor  to-day ;  but  he  declined  speaking  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  SPENCER  spoke  at  great  length  in  favor  of  tlie 
bill,  and,  in  thecourseof  his  remarks,  vindicatedtheciti- 
zens  of  the  city  of  New  York  in  the  course  they  had 
Uken  to  procuie  the  palmgc  of  a  bill  for  Mr.  Monroe's 
benefit. 

Mr.  COKE  and  Mr.  BURGES  also  spoke  in  fin'or  of  the 
claim.  ^ 
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Mr.  IHRIE,  of  Pennsylvania,  said:  If  I  were  on  this 
oceaKon  to  Kive  way  to  my  individual  feelings,  and  per- 
mitted myself  to  be  under  their  control,  I  should  certainly 
support  the  elum  of  the  petitioner.  No  gentleman  upon 
thu  fioor  eftinates  the  character  and  services  of  Mr. 
Monroe  more  highly  than  I  do;  and  if  it  were  possible  to 
persuade  myself  to  doubt  upon  this  question,  1  would 
freely,  and  without  hcutation*  give  my  vote  in  &vor  of 
thebil^'  But  I  have  in  vain  endearored  to  satisfy  myself 
with  regard  to  its  propriety,  and  the  conchutop  to  which 
1  have  arrived  has  been  to  myself  a  subject  of  regret 
Sir,  it  IB  a  painful  subject.  That  a  dtizen  upon  whom  all 
the  honors  of  the  republic  have  been  bestowed,  who  has 
reaped  the  rich  harvest  of  rewards — whose  fame  and 
name  stand  identified  with  the  glory  and  past  history  of 
tus  country — that  such  a  man,  in  the  evening  of  bis  day, 
should  be  impressed  with  a  belief  that  his  country  is 
ungrateful  or  uqiust.  Is  indeed  a  circuoutance  much  to  be 
regretted.  In  the  inrestigation  of  such  questionB.  hov- 
erer,  we  are  not  permitted  to  vield  to  our  ^Fmpathie^ 
nor  indul^  in  persoinl  pre^ction— 4iere  are  other 
eonnderations  of  a  graver  character,  which  must  guide  us 
in  the  course  we  ought  to  pursue. 

In  the  view  wliich  I  have  taken  of  thin  claim,  for 
obnous  reasons,  I  have  confined  myself  principally  to 
the  memorial  of  Hr.  Monroe  himself,  which  was  laid 
upon  our  tablei  duriitf  the  present  sesnon^  and  I  think  it 
is  fitirly  embraced  under  the  followit^  items:  First.  F<v 
additional  expenses  in  the  employment  of  several  as^stant 
seoretariesduiing  tus  mission  to  Prance,  in  the  year  1794, 
the  rent  of  a  bous€'  for  their  service,  and  other  accom- 
modations. SecMid.  For  cxtnordinary  expenses  in 
England  and  France,  ariung  from  his  detention  there. 
Third.  For  losses  sustained  in  the  purchsse  of  a  house 
in  Paris.  Foiuth.  ForgratuitieB  to  thecitizena-of  Paris, 
and  for  asostance  extended  to  American  citizens  then  in 
France,  who  made  appeals  to  hia  generomty'during  his 
mission 'there.  Fifth.  For  compensation  in  negotiating 
certain  loans  during  the  last  war,  whilst  Secretary  of 
War;  and,  lastly,  interest  upon  all  these  items,  to  the 
present  period. 

,  In  the  memorial  just  referred  to,  Mr.  Monroe  puts  his 
claim  upon  the  ground  that  the  Government  is  in  hisdebt, 
and,  in  subnutting  it  to  yoor  cuiuderation,  he  expressly 
solicits  no  indulgence  or  favor.  Sir,  if  the  clum  be 
proved  a  debt  due,  lupprehcnd  no  one  here  pretends  to 
doubt  but  that  it  should  be  paid;  and  whether  it  be  a  debt 
or  not,  appears  to  me  the  only  inquiry  neceasaiy  or 
proper  for  us  to  malce.  By  a  reference  to  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  Congress,  in  1836,  wbi^  was  niaed 
upon  a  claim  at  that  time  presented  by  Mr.  Monroe,  it 
wiU  be  perceiTed  that  an  allowance  was  than  made  for 
two  of  tne  items  composing  the  present  claim,  viz.  For 
contingent  expenses  of  the  misuon  to  France,  from  tiie 
1st  of  August,  1794,  to  the  Ist  of  January,  1797,  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars 
and  eighty-five  cents,  that  being  *he  average  allowance  to 
alt  the  American  ministers  in  France,  deducting  one 
hundred  and  ten  dollars  previously  receivedt  and  for  ex- 
traordinary  expenses  incurred  by  Mr-  Monroe's  detention 
in  England,  by  direction  of  his  Government,  fivthe  space 
of  two  years  and  four  months,  the  sum  of  ten  ^ousand 
five  hundred  doUars,  together  with  interest  upon  both 
items  from  the  3d  of  I>ecember,  ISIO,  to  the  3d  of 
December,  1825.  'I'he  action  of  this  Houee.  then,  hav- 
ing been  already  obtained,  witli  regard  to  two  of  the 
items  before  enumerated,  and  now  again  presented,  and 
the  money  having  been  paid,  I  conader  that,  with  respect 
to  tiiem,  the  Biecount  is  closed,  and  therefore,  in  the  Jew 
remarks  which  1  {iropose  to  submit,  I  will  emifine  D^srif 
to  the  three  remaining  items  of  the  demand. 

It  is  not  pretended  b^  any  one  in  Ikvor  of  thia  bill, 
that  Mr.  Monroe  bad  any  instnictiOm  from  his  Govern* 


ment  to  purchase  a  house  in  Paris.  The  course  thus  by 
him  pursued,  is  placed  upon  the  grounds  of  expediency 
and  of  sound  pohcy.  I  assume  it  for  gnuited,  therefore, 
that  no  such  msbuotions  were,  in  fact,  giveni  aud  that 
the  Government  was  not  privy  to  the  purchase.  Sir,  in 
a  step  so  extraordinary,  I  would  suppose  that  sone  pre- 
vious intimation,  at  least,  should  have  been  given  to  Ids 
Government,  and  the  necessity  or  policy  of  the  measure 
explained.  I  have  searched,  in  vun,  for  evidence  upon 
this  subject.  There  is  none  upon  your  records j  and  it  is, 
therefore,  that,  in  the  absence  of  all  proof  irf"  that  de- 
scription, I  hold  it  incumbrat  on  the  frirads  of  diis 
claim  to  satisfy  us  that  tlie  measure  was,  at  least,  expe- 
dient. Indeed,  I  think,  under  all  the  circumstances,  the 
expediency  of  the  measure  should  be  apparent.  The 
Conunitlee  of  Public  Safety,  in  France,  diortiy  after  hia 
recognition  by* the  tiien  existing  Government,  proflfered 
to  Mr.  Monroe  a  national  house  for  his  accommodation, 
which  he  declined  to  receive,  because  of  that  chmae  in 
the  conatitution  of  the  United  States  which  forbade  him 
to  tccct>t  any  present" or  emolument  from  a  Ibrcign 
Power;  and,  for  fear  this  refusal  on  his  part  miglit  be 
misinterpreted,  it  is  stud  he  purchased  the  properQ'  in 
question.  Sir,  \  cannot  perceive,  notwithstanding  all 
that  has  been  spoken  and  proved  upon  this  subject,  that 
there  existed  any  reaaon^ie  ground  for  this  apprehension. 
Mr.  Monroe  had  assigned  the  true  and  substantial  reason 
forthia  refusal,  and  (hiubtleas  the  reason  thus  assigned,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  was  en- 
tirely satisfiwtory,  as  it  certunly  was  conclusive.  The 
citizens  of  France,  I  cannot  believe,  could  expect,  that,  in 
any  transaction  with  their.  Government,  he  should  violate 
the  constitution  of  bis  own  country.  There  is,  therefore, 
iu  my  humble  apprehension,  no  soundness  in  the  argu- 
ment;  there  was  no  reasonable  cuise  to  fear  the  displeasure 
of  the  French  Government. 

I  do  not  profess,  ur,  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the 
course  usually  adopted  by  this  Government  with  ovr 
foreign  minister^  in  regard  to  tiieir  residence.  But  I 
cannot  understand  why  Government  should  at  all  inter- 
fere. Are  not  our  ministers  in  this  respect  free  agents^ 
and  isit  not  reasonable  they  should  be?  A  manaaoii  or 
a  situation  that  would  be  agreeable  to  one,  might  not 
perhaps  please  uiotber.  One  may  prefer  tlie  quiet  and 
seclusion  of  the  country,  another  tiie  bustie  and  life  of  a 
gay  metropolis.  One  may  prefer  to  live  a  plain  republi- 
can, anotiier  to  compete  with  the  wealtliy  in  the  fitter 
of  bis  equipage.  Wliatever  the  incUnaUon  in  this  respect 
may  be,  Government,  I  apprehend,  does  notinterfere.  I 
do  not  suppose,  nor  do  I  desire  to  insinuate,  that  Mr. 
Monroe  was  unnecessarily  extravagant.  1  desire  mercl^r 
to  show  how  very  idle,  nBy,how  very  inconveiuent  it  would 
prove,  ir  Government  .should  undertake  to  control  its 
ministers  in  the  selection  of  a  residence.  Sir,  if  it  should 
proceed  so  iar,  it  mi^t  as  well  go  fartberi  and^  besides 
selecting  a  residence,  also  control  the  expenditure  of  an 
outfit  or  a  salary.  Indeed,  all  that  Government  reaaon- 
ahly  can  require  of  its  ministers^  is  an  upright  and  vigi- 
lant diachai^  of  their  functions(  that  being  accomplished, 
it  will  not  stop  to  inquire  where,  tr  bow  ■  they  liv»— 
whether  in  a  hut  or  a  palace. 

But  I  am  wandering  mm  the  true  ptmit  before  me.  It 
is  said,  however,  that  the  purchase  <u  a  house  asdsted  in- 
giving  the  appearance  ot' permanency  to  our  .anucable 
relations  with  the  French  republic.  Sir,  I  cannot  thiidc 
80,  unless  the  Comnuttee  of  Public  Safety  were  very  eaaty 
convinced  upon  that  subject,  as  they  assuredly  must  have 
been  if  the  mere  purchase  of  property  could  induce 
such  a  belief.  In  realiQ-,  I  cannot  perceive  what  potable 
material  difference  there  could  be  with  the  French  Go- 
veramen^  whether  your  muuster's  abode  was  in  a  rented 
maWKin,  fora  term  of  nanner^i  or  upm  a  purcbased 
estate,  at  any  time,  at  all  times  eaady  sold. 
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tt  is  contended,  I  am  ftwue,  that  Mr.  Monroe,  at  the 
tiioe  he  nude  the  purchase,  intended  it  for  the  use  of  the 
Oorernment  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  purchase 
wu  made  with  a  view  of  making  it  the  future  residence 
of  our  ministers  to  France.  Sir,  I  do  not  in  the  least 
doubt  but  that  such  was  the  intention  of  Ur.  Honroe, 
because  he  says  so  now,  and  so  declared  it  at  that  period. 
But  to  any  one  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the 
documents  upon  your  table  on  this  subject,  it  will  appear 
manifest,  that  if  such  was  the  intention  of  Hr.  Honroe 
at  the  period  of  the  purchase,  that  intention,  beyond  all 
doubt,  was  abandoned  subsequently.  Indeed,  any  other 
construction  would  place  Mr.  Monroe  in  a  singular,  per- 
haps unfhvorablc,  attitude. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  intention  of  offering  it  to  the  Go- 
TCmment  was  abandoned  certainly,  because  Ur.  Uonroe, 
before  he  left  France,  again  disposed  of  it  without  con> 
•ultio^  his  Gorernment.  He  sold  it  for  a  price  beyond 
tiie  onginal  purchase  money,  with  its  interest  and  repairs 
superadded.  He  made  the  contract  of  purchase*  as  also 
that  of  sale,  without  consultation  with  his  Government; 
and,  besides  all,  if  further  proof  were  necessary,  he  put 
the  money  (fifty  thousand  hvres)  paid  to  him  on  account 
of  the  satej.-into  his  private  funds,  and  applied  it  to  his 
private  purposes. 

It  is  true  a  loss  was  afterwards  sustained,  in  the  Mure 
to  recover  the  balance  of  the  purchase  money  from  his 
vendee,  in  consequence,  as  it  was  alleged,  of  a  defect  in 
the  title.  Sir,  it  was  not  the  error  of  this  Government, 
that  Mr.  Monroe  purchased  a  defective  title,  and  its  evil 
consequences  ougiit  not,  therefore,  to  fall  upon  it,  not- 
withstuiding  the  intention  manifested  in  the  purchase, 
when  ail  intention  to  apply  it  to  mUional  purposes  was 
afterwards  abaitdoned.  It  would,  indeed,  ^uvduce  a 
singular  state  of  afTwrs,  that 'any  foreign  minister  should 
be  atliber^  to  purchase  property,  and  make  his  Govern- 
ment responsible  only  when  a  loss  is  sustained.  To  what 
extent  such  a  privilege  might  be  abusedf  it  is  needless  to 
say:  one  result  would  follow,  generallj^i  the  Government 
would  certainly  have  all  tiie  fosses  to  sustun,  without  a 
cotresponding  chance  for  the  gauis  of  the  speculation. 

I  connder,  therefore,  Mr.  Churman,  that  in  this  trans- 
action there  was  no  manner  of  benefit  derived  to  the 
United  States.  That  this  Ggvernment  was  in  nowise  con- 
sulted with  regard  to  that  measure,  and  had  given  no  in- 
structions concerning  it}  and,  as  it  could  not  under  the 
circumstainces  be  againer,so  it  should  not  be  made  the  loser, 
and  particularly  because  Mr.  Monroe,  with  whatever  in- 
tention  or  deugn  he  may  have  made  the  purchase  origi- 
ns, beyond  a  doubt  in  this  rentect  changed  his  naii^ 
finally  .considering^  it  as  a  part  of  bis  private  estate,  and  as 
such  disposed  of  it. 

The  second  item  of  the  clium  is  founded  upon  certun 
gratuities  or  donations  to  the  people  of  Paris,  as  also  for 
advancements  made  to  citizens  of  America  then  in  France, 
and  who  In  their  distress  made  ^peala  to  his  generosity. 
Mr.  Chairmui  doubtless  this  strikes  you,  as  I  thuik  it  must 
every  other  member  of  this  committee,  as  being,  at  least,  a 
very  novel  claim.  lam  persuaded  there  is  no  one  here  wil- 
hng  to  urK^  it  as  a  debt  which  the  Government,  upon  any 
ackoowledged  principles,  is  bound  to  discbai^.  Then 
I  would  inquire  of  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, [Mr.  MxftCKa,]who  have  made  it  a  part  of  their 
report,  to  show  under  what  oblation  tiie  united  .States 
can  possibly  be  to  assume  the  payment  of  this  clium. 

True,  it  18  m  itself  not  ver^r  large,  and  by  some,  there- 
fore, may  be  considered  as  unimportant;  but  still  the  ques- 
tion recurs,  upon  what  principles  is  the  claim  to  be  sus- 
tain^^  Sir,  I  will  not  consider  whether  the  objects  of 
this  cbari^'  were  meritorious  or  otherwise)  perhaps,  if  I 
were  so  disposed,  the  means  for  examinadoo  would  be 
wanting^.  But,  taking  U  as  conceded  that  Mr.  Monroe 
was  in  this  respect  truly  benevolent  and  duritable,  and  I 
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do  not  do^t  but  he  was,  IVould  inquire  whether,  in  so 
doing,  he  looked  for  an^  adier  reward  than  that  reward 
wbiw  he  doubtless  received  and  yet  etuoys.  Sir,  when 
your  nunlster  is  disposed  to  become  the  dispenser  of  alms, 
he  acts  without  the  pale  of  hia  ministerial  functions.  It 
forms  no  part  of  his  public  du^.  He  may,  petiiaps,  ima- 
gine that  such  conduct  may  exert  a  beneficial  influence 
upon  the  interests  of  his  country,  yet,  as  he  is  not  c^- 
niatched  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  his  charities,  tiie 
Government  therefore  caimot  be  made  responsible. 

I  wish  not  to  detract  from  the  course  thus  pursued  by 
Mr.  Monroe;  he  was  a  benevolent  man,  and  such  conduct 
is  worthy  of  imitationj  but  as  these  acts  of  his  ^nerosi^ 
were  individual  in  their  character,  as  the  donations  ema- 
nated solely  from  the  purity  and  excellence  of  his  hevt, 
1  feel  persuaded,  in  our  legislative  character,  we  ought  not, 
as  I  am  convinced  in  reality  we  cannot  add  to  his  reward. 

But,  Mr.  Chainnan,  this  is  a  deUcate  subject;  and  I 
pass,  without  saying  any  thing  more,  to  a  more  important 
item  of  this  claim — an  item  which,  exclusive  of  intaest,  is 
put  down  at  $25,000: 1  allude  to  the  compensation  for  loans 
ne^tiated  by  Mr.  Monroe  during  the  last  war,  whilst  of- 
ficiating as  Secretary  of  War.  Sir,  it  was  truly  said  b^ 
an  honorable  gentleouui  from  North  Carolina,  during  this 
debate,  [Mr.  wiuiahi,]  that  for  many  years  paat  the 
financial  situation  of  this  country  has  been  unembarrassed* 
and  perfectly  adequate  to  all  its  engagemehts;  and  hence 
it  appears  to  me  not  a  little  remarkable  that  this  item,  itn- 
portant  in  all  its  aspects,  has  not  been  presented  before. 

I  have  not  taken  the  trouble  to  examine  minutely  into 
the  accounts  heretofore  settled  with  Mr.  Monroe,  nor  have 
I  searched  for  any  other  evidence  than  that  funiished  by 
the  two  very  respectable  and  intelligent  committees  to 
whom  these  subjects  have  been  referred-  From  the  re- 
ports, howevei^  upon  your  table,  I  perceive  that  Mr. 
Monroe  was  Secretary  of  State  from  the. 1st  April,  1811, 
to  the  30th  September,  1814,  three  years  and  six  months, 
at  $5,000  per  annum,  during  which  he  received  from  the 
public  treasury  the  sum  of  J 17,500;  that  he  was  Secretary 
of  War  from  October  1,  1814,  to  Fcbruaty  28,  1S15,  five 
months,  at  94^500  per  annum,  and  received  for  sslary 
tl,875;  and  that  he  was  agun  Secretary  State  from  Ist 
March,  1815,  to  3d  March,  1817,  two  years  and  three 
days,  at  a  salary  of 5,000  dollars  per  annum,  and  received 
$10,041  65,  a  sum  altogether  amounting,  by  way  of  sakty, 
to  ^9,416  65  for  a  period  of  five  years  eleven  montoi 
and  three  days'  service. 

It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Monroe,  tOrUke  period 
when  tfiese  loans  were  negotiated,  received  hisleg^  com- 
pensation by  way  of  salary.  The  service  in  question  was 
rendered  within  the  period  I  have  mentioned.  He  has, 
therefore,  received  me  legal  compensation  for  bis  ser- 
vices,  the  amount  affixed  by  law,  and  for  which  he  under- 
took the  service  with  all  its  burdens.  The  duty  having 
thus  been  perfonped,  and  the  salary  received,  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  then,  the  contract  was  terminated. 
Does  it  not  follow,  therefore,  Mr>  Chairman,  that  the 
clum  now  under  conuderation  is  a  demand  for  an  extra 
compensation?  In  plain  terms,  you  are  asked  to  make  an 
extra  allowance  for  services  performed,  to  compensate 
which  there  was  a  fixed  salary,  amply  sufficient  for  all  the 
labor  bestowed.  I  say,  sir,  ample,  because  I  am  yet  to 
hear  that  it  is  considered  otherwise. 

I  should  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  be  doing  justice  to  this  old 
and  bitiiful  servant  of  the  republic,  if  I  did  not  con- 
cede he  rendered  eminent  services  for  his  country.  His 
history  is  our  history;  but  while  speaking  of  these  services, 
what  more  to  his  praise  can  be  said,  than  that  he  discharg- 
ed the  duties  of  the  varied  utuations  which  he  filled  wim 
fidelity^  Sir,  can  you  bestow  a  higher  eulogium  upon 
amr  man,  than  to  saj'  he  retired  from  every  public  utuation 
which  he  held,  takmg  with  him  an  irreproachable  fame, 
together  with  the  qiprobaticHk  of  bis  country?  Sir,Igrant 
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lie  rendered  important  lerricei,  »nd  discharged  his  duty 
fUthfull^t  bnt,  for  w  doin^,  I  db  not  consider  tint  the  Go- 
▼emment  b  under  any  obligation  to  make-  Mm  an  extn 
allowmnce.  If  it  be,  then  every  other  officer  of  the 
Government,  whether  he  be  found  m  the  navy  or  the  army, 
or  upon  your  civil  list,  who  hu  rendered  faithful  service, 
u  al»o  entitled. 

That  there  are  such*  you,  Mr.  Chiurman,  will  allow:  a 
list  of  Euch  could  soon  be  nude  out.  Sir,  upon  that  prin- 
ciple, in  the  very  number  of  witnesses  who,  on  this  occa- 
sion, have  testi6ed  to  the  services  performed  by  the  ex- 
Prendenl,  without  gfoin^  further,  you  would  6nd  objects 
for  your  bounty.  Men,  it  is  true,  who  performed  an  hum- 
bler, but  at  the  same  time  not  the  less  necessary  task,  but 
who  are  on  th'ia  as  on  every  sinular  occanon,  too  frequently 
overlooked  or  for^ten  in  the  honors  and  triumph  wliich 
await  only  the  few. 

Now,  I  appeal  to  the  «)od  sense  bH  who  hear  me, 
whetlier  a  precedent  sa^  as  we  are  asked  onttda  occanon 
to  constitute,  is  consistent  with  a  sound  policy.  In  effect 
it  would  be  holiUng'  out  salaries  to  men  as  mducementa 
merely  to  accept  a  trust,  and  then  to  pay  them  besides  for 
doings  their  duty.  There  is  no  obligation  upon  any  one  to 
undertake  these  responubilities;  but,  when  he  does  so,  he 
is  under  a  moral  aa  well  as  legid  obligation  to  discharge 
the  duties  thereof  with  fiddity.  Such  were  the  responsi- 
biUties  in  the  prestnt  instance.  For  thia  duty  he  has  been 
j^l,  and,  1  tliink,  well  paid.  He  has  received  all  to  which 
he  was  enticed  by  the  contract.  1  cannot  perceive,  there- 
fore, Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  Govemment  of  the  United 
States  b  under  a  legal  or  a  moral  obligation  to  pay  any 
more.  There  is^  in  fact,  no  indehtraness  establi^^ 
which  alone  could  bind  us. 

I  have  thus  endearored  to  show  that,  upon  principles 
of  legal  fiabili^,  the  Govemment  owes  Mr.  Monroe  no- 
thing; and  it  becomes  me  now  to  consider  whether  we  can 
with  propriety  liquidate  this  claim  upon  any  other  ground. 
As  a  donation,  nothing  is  desired;  Mr.  Monroe  asks  "  for 
nothing  which  is  not  strictly  due  on  sound  principles,  and 
which  his  country  shal),  on  full  connderation  and  unques- 
tionable evidence,  think  that  it  owes  it  to  itself  to  allow 
him.**  NeveithelesB,  as  an  intUTidual,  I  have  every  dispo- 
Btionto  favor  the  application;  but,  in  doing  so,  I  veiy  much 
doubt  my  authority  to  do  it  by  any  means  not  my  own. 
Sir,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover  that  we  have  the  right  to  be 
generous  at  the  expense  of  others.  If  I  were  asked  the 
question,upon  what  principle  the  gratiuty  was  to  be  made, 
I  ahould  not  be  enabled  to  answer;  I  ^eak  with  reference 
to  the  duties  we  are  delegated  to  perrorm. 

I  am  acquainted  with  no  principle  conustent  with  our 
duties  as  legislators,  that  will  authorize  the  members  of 
tUs  House  to  lay  their  hands  upon  Uie  public  treasury  for 
purposes  of  this  kind.  It  is,  indeed,  no  part  of  the  busi- 
ness, to  transact  Which  we  are  delegated.  But,  sir,  aside 
from  these  considerations,  I  ask  you,  Hr.  Chairman,  whe- 
ther, in  paying  thia  very  large  sum  of  money,  we  should  be 
doing  justice-  Are  there  not  others  whose  claims  are 
equioiy  pressing,  and  who  have  not  been  so  well  provided 
for  as  Mr.  Monroe?  Are  there  not  other  men  who  also 
fought  and  bled  for  their  country?  Men  who  spent  their 
youth  and  fortune  and  strength  in  her  cause?  Lctmeask, 
have  you  paid  these  men  the  debt  you  owe  them  ?  Have 
you  pwd  your  revolutionary  army?   Sir,  these  men,  the 

Eatriots  of  other  days,  have  not  yet  been  pud;  this  debt  of 
onor,  of  gratitude,  and  of  contract,  still  remains  open 
against  you.  How  often  is  it  that  the  venerable  patriot  of 
the  revolution  is  seen  lingering  about  your  doors;  and  how 
often  is  he  turned  away,  with  regret  I  say  it,  not  with  his 
honest  dues  in  his  pocket,  but  witii  h  heavy  heart,  to  re- 
flect upon  his  services,  and  the  injustice  and  ingratitude  of 
his  count]^,  to  live  in  penury,  and.(Ue  a  be^^r. 

But  admitting,  Mr.  Ciudrman,  that  jrou  are  willing  to  pay 
thiieWm,  lam  at  a  total  loss  to  conceive  upon  what  ground 


interest  is  to  be  allowed  also.  Certainly  not  one  of  the 
gentlemen  baa  eondescended  to  tbow  ua  upon  what 

Sirinciple  this  is  to  be  effected.  Interest,  it  'n  trac,  uwally 
oHowa  a  debt,  and  is  given  by  way  of  damages  for  it*  de- 
tention- But,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  can  be  no  debt  out- 
standing, where  all  has  been  proved  pud  according  to 
agreement.  It  is  true,  also,  that  when  a  payment  is  with- 
held illegally  or  unjustly,  interest  should  follow  by  war  of 
reccnnpense.  But  ffenuemen  fail  in  the  oiitiet  of  tndr 
argumenti  the  fuumation  is  not  lud,  and  you  cannot  add 
the  auperstrvcture-  They  must  establiA  anindebtednesa 
first,  before  tiiey  can  set  up  a  claim  for  interest;  but  in 
their  attempts  at  this  they  have  cn4n«Iy  failedl 

I  pass,  however,  Mr.  Chainnui,to  another,  and  perhaps 
the  most  important  view  of  this  subject.  You  know,  wr, 
that,  in  the  year  1 836,  Mr.  Monroe  made  an  appbcatioa  woo- 
ilar  in  many  respects  to  the  [Iresent,  consisting  of  various 
items,  some  of  which  are  again  to  be  found  in  the  demand 
before  us,  and  amount^  to  the  sura  of  fSS,570.  A  very 
able  committee  was  appcrinted,  who  made  a  rep(Ht,  maUng 
some  reduction  in  the  amount,  but  still  allowing  for  all 
the  items  of  that  claim,  save  one.  I  think  they  reported 
as  being  due  to  Mr.  Monroe  the  sum  of  f  15,533  35,  to- 
gether with  interest  from  3d  December,  1810.  It  may 
not  be  necessary  that  1  ahould  here  state  the  pmgreai  of 
that  bill  to  its  final  passi^.  Suffice  it  to  sajr,  thatte  the 
amount  thus  reported  Was  superadded  the  interest  for  » 
period  of  fifteen  years,  thereby  swelling  thesum  reported 
as  being  due  by  the  committee  to  {29,513. 

Here,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  greater  sum  was  finally 
allowed  than  the  principal  of  Mr-  Monroe's  clum  at  that 
day  amounted  to-  This  doubtless  was  done  from  a  dis- 
position alike  honorable  to  Congress  as  it  was  genennia 
towards  Mr.  Monroe.  In  dtring  ao,  however,  Congreaa 
deemed  it  proper  to  impose  tenns;  and,  with  a  deure  ^t 
this  committee  may  fairly  comprehend  me,  I  ask  you, 
sir,  that  the  act  of  Congress  passed  in  the  year  1836  <<» 
llic  relief  of  Mr.  Monroe  be  read. 

[Here  the  Clerk  read  read  aa  follows:) 
"  Beit  enacted  bythx  Senate  and  Houte  of  B^reamiathi* 
of  the  United  Sttda  of  Ameriea  m  Congreu  eKonUedt 
That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  herebf, 
authorized  and  required  to  cause  to  be  paid  toJamea 
Monroe,  out  of  any  unappropriated  moneys  iij,the  treasuty, 
tlie  sum  of  twenty-iune  thousand  firie  hundred  and  thirteen 
dollars,  in  foil  of  all  demaoda  vhaferer  against  the  United 
States." 

Mr.  IHRtE  resumed.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  canoot 
perceive  upon  what  principle  we  can  again  be  called  upon 
to  legislate  on  this  subject,  without  violating  our  own  de- 
liberate act.  '^he  money  was  voted,  and  it  was  received, 
and,  in  the  spirit  and  very  letter  of  the  taw,  was  intended 
as  a  final  adjustment  of  all  Mr.  Monroe's  demands.  Sir, 
in  a  court  of  justice,  the  Govemment  might,  if  disposed, 
plead  a  former  recovery  with  some  propriety;  at  any 
rate,  upon  whatever  principle  you  may  desire  to  place  ii, 
the  plain  rule  of  ordinary  bfe  aliould  hold,  that  a  debt 
or  a  claim,  or  by  whatever  name  you  may  pteaae  to  call  it, 
being  once  setUed  and  paid,  sliould  be  pi-rmittcd  to  rest. 
It  is  not  equitable  that  the  Government  should  again  and 
again  be  called  upon  to  account,  particularly  after  a  final 
adjustment,  to  the  terms  of  which  the  patlws  interested 
have  acceded. 

kir.  Chairman,  I  have  thus  brief! y'passcd  through  Ais 
subject.  I  feci  it  my  duty  to  give  my  vote  against  this  ap- 
plication,  in  whatever  form.it  may  present  itself;  a  duty,  sir, 
by  uo  means  in  accordance  with  my  wishes.  Sir,  I  would 
I  could  consciontionsly  give  my  voice  in  favor  of  the  vene- 
rable patriot  whose  life  and  reputation  I  have  always 
been  taught  to  esteem;  I  ^oulddeem  itapleasure,  which 
I  hope  ever  to  enjoy,  in  contributinr  my  neble  efTorts  to 
.the  benefit  of  those  who  sustunedlhis  republic  in  the 
hour  of  her  need.    But  I  cannot  permit  my  incKniUionB 
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to  sway  mj  judgment;  I  cannot  confent  to  give  to  me, 
and  withhold  from  anothert  I  iriah  my  country  to  b«  just 
befiire  she  is  generous. 

Mr.  MERCER  roae,  and,  in  a  speech  of  some  length,  re- 
plied to  the  arguments  of  those  gentlemen  who  had  op- 
poaed  the  biU.  In  conclaiion,  hehaiidedto  the  cbur  the 
following,  whidi,  he  aud,  if  the  motion  now  before  the 
House  should  not  succeeid,  be  should  offer  aa  an  amend' 
ment  to  the  biU; 

"  That  the  proper  accounting  ofRcera  of  Uie  treasury 
be,  and  tkey  are  hereby,  authorized  to  adjust  and  settle 
the  accounta  and  claims  of  Jaraea  Monroe,  late  Prerident 
of  ^  United  State%  on  prinaplea  of  equity  aad  juatice, 
aubjeet  t«  the  reririon  and  final  deciuon  of  the  Fremdent 
of  the  United  State*. 

**jbidbeitjvrihertnadedf  That  so  soon  aa  it  shall  have 
been  aseertamed  and  detennined,  in  manner  aforesaid, 
that  any  sum  of  moo^  ia  due  to  the  said  James  Mon- 
roe, auch  sum  ahail  be  pud  him  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwitfe  appropriated." 

'Hie  proposed  ameadment  was  read  by  the  Oerki  when 

The  question  was  put  on  striking  out  the  enacting 
clause,  (to  destroy  the  bill.)  and  it  was  droided  in  the  tl- 
firmatiTC — ^yeaa  78,  nays  67. 

The  committee  Uien  rose,  and  reported  progress. 

On  motiMi  of  Mr.  ALSTON,  it  was  oi  dered  that  when 
the  House  adjounis,  it  do  adjourn  to  Monday  next— 66 
to  57. 

And  then  the  HouM  adjouned  ts  Monday  next, 

MoniAT,  jAXVAmr  17. 
THE  IMPEACHMENT. 

After  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of  Tuesday,  Mr 
HATNE9  Bubnuttcdthe  following  resolution: 

Remhed,  Tlmt,  durin|^  the  argument  of  counsel  in  the 
impeachtnent  now  pending  ia  the  Senate  against  James  H. 
Peck,  district  judgfe  of  Missouri,  this  House  will,  from 
day  to  day,  resuve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  <d  the  Union,  and  'attend  the  samet  and  th.it 
the  Cleric  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  H  ATNE8  said  that  it  was  understood  that,  upon  the 
opening  of  the  high  court  of  impeachment  to-day,  the 
arguments  of  counsel  would  commence.  He  thou^it  it 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  attend  during  the  arguments; 
and  with  that  view  he  had  submitted  the  resolution. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  suwested  the  propriety  of  amend- 
ing the  resolution,  by  additw  to  it  the  following  words: 
"and  that  the  hour  of  meebng  of  the  House  shall  be  11 
o'clock  after  this  day." 

Mr.  HATNES  ftcMpted  the  amendment  as  a  modificatbn 
of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  then  mored  so  to  amend  the  resolution 
as  that  the  House  should  attend  for  this  day  only. 

This  motion  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  PETTIS  caHed  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution;  but  the  House  refused  to  order  them. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  its  adoption,  it  was  de- 
tided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  69,  naya  74. 

FUEL  FOR  THE  POOR  OF  THE  CITY. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  ros»  for  the 
purpoae  of  asking  the  consent  of  the  House  to  augend 
the  rule,  to  enable  him  to  present  for  instant  eonsidera- 
tioQ  a  reaoIutioQ  which  would  lose  half  1^  efficacy  br  a 
few  hours'  postponement  The  object  of  it  was  to  give 
out  of  the  surplus  wood  now  rotting  in  the  yard,  Uirtf 
cord*  for  the  immediate  relief  of  the  suffering  poor  of  the 
city,  Mme  of  whom  mi^t  be  teen  from  the  windovi  of 
the  ca{Htol|  burning  their  garden  fences  to  sustain  tiiem 
against  an  unparalleled  snow  storm.  Mr.  D.  then  submit- 
ted the  following  resohitioa: 

BaUaedt  That  the  SergcanUt'amu  of  tiiis  House  in- 
form  the  guardians  of  the  poor  of  this  city  that  they 


have  leave  to  take  from  the  surplus  wood  in  the  yard  at- 
tached to  this  House  cords  of  wood,  if  so  much  be 

necessary,  for  immediate  tUstribution  among  the  Miffering 
poor  of  the  city. 

The  reedution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  CARSON  moved  to  suspend  tiw  rule,  so  aa  that  the 
House  should  now  conMder  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  South  Carolina,  called  for  tiie  yeas  and 
nays  on  this  motion;  but  the  House  refused  to  order  them. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  suspennon  of  the  rule, 
it  was  decided  hi  the  affirmative— 110  to  49. 

The  Clerk  then  read  a  letter  which  the  Speaker  had 
received  this  morning  from  George  Watterston,  Esq.  on 
the  subject,  in  which  lie  stated  tererU  cases  of  suffering 
which  had  occurred  in  the  «ty,  and  the  great  neceasi^ 
there  was  tat  Congress  to  take  into  their  conaideratioii 
the  expediency  of  appropriatinff  some  of  the  surplus 
wood  in  the  capitol  yard  for  the  relief  of  the  suffering  poor. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  South  Carolitu,  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
in  the  resolution  with  the  wordfmt^,  and  itwasdetennni< 
ed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  then  reconing  on  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution, 

Mr.  TUCKER,  <^  South  Carolina,  opposed  it.  He  said 
that  Congress  liad  no  right  to  give  away  the  public  money 
for  such  purposes.  If  it  were  proposed  to  ^t  op  a  sub- 
scription for  supplying  tiie  poor  of  the  city  witii  wood,  be 
would  cheerfiUly  subscribe  his  share,  and  would  freely 
exert  himself  to  procure  fifty  cords,  if  necesaafy.  He 
had  always  voted  against  similar  propositions— and  he  did 
it  on  principle.  He  referred  to  several  acts  of  legislation, 
by  which  the  public  money  had  been  voted  away  for  pri- 
vate purpoaea,  and  said  that  it  had  been  asserted  that  those 
who  had  voted  against  such  appropriations  had  been  con- 
demned! but  those  who  had  taken  it  upon  themsdves 
thiis  to  condemn,  bad  never  looked  upon  the  matter  in  a 
proper  light.  He  agun  stated  that  he  should  be  willing 
to  unite  with  gentlemen  in  rainng  Af^  or  even  seven^ 
corda  of  wood  for  tlie  poor  of  the  ei^,  by  aubscriptionf 
but  he  could  not  consent  to  an  appropriation  of  the  public 
money  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  SMd  he  was  persuaded  that  the 
House  was  prepared  to  vote  on  the  proposition  before  it| 
and,  as  he  conudered  it  useless  to  consume  time  in  de- 
bating the  rea^ntifn),  he  diould  demand  Ae  prenoua 
question. 

The  House  having  sustained  the  demand,  the  qucftion 
occurred,  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?**  and  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  TUCKER  called  for  the  yeas  aad  nays  on  the  que^ 
tion  of  adoption,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

[Here  a  message  was  received  from  the  Senate^  ac- 
quainting tiie  House  that  that  body  was  now  sitting  aa  a 
high  court  of  impeachment  for  the  trial  oS  Judge  James 
H.  Peck.] 

Mr.  POLK  asked  if  the  House  should  not  now,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  resolution  adopted  this  monir^,  proceed 
to  the  Senate.  That  body  was  probably-  waiting  for  the 
attendance  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  the  House  must  detcmune  tat 
itself  at  to  what  coarse  it  would  at  ttiis  thna  pursue. 

Mr.  ntVIN,  of  Ohio,  hoped  tiie  question  would  be  taken 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  now  before  it,  bcfim 
proceeding  to  tiie  Senate  chamber. 

Vb.  RAMSEY  inquired  if  it  were  not  proper  for  the 
House,  afler  the  message  juit  reedrcd,  now  to  proceed 
to  the  Senate  chamber. 

The  SiPEAKER  said  that  qoeiSon  mnit  bekftvith  the 
House  to  decide. 

Mr.  POLK  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  tablei 
the  motion  wae  decided  in  the  negative,  without  a  count 

The  question  wu  then  pot  on  agreeing  to  tiu  reaolo- 
tio%  ana  it  wh  decided  in  ttw  aOnutir^  aa  ftpoini 
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YEAS.-— Mesm.  Andenon,  Archer,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
NoyeB  Barber,  John  S.  Barbour,  Hartley,  Bates,  Baylor, 
Beekman,  Bdl,  John  Blair,  Bomi,  Boni^  Brown,. Bur- 
ges,  Butman,  Cahoon,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carson, 
Chilton,  Clay,  Clark,  Coleman,  Conner,  Cooper,  Coulter, 
Cnug-,  Crane,  Crawford,  Crockett,  Creigfhton,  Croche- 
ron,  Crowninshield,  John  Davis,  W.  K-  Davis,  Deberry, 
Denny.  Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Draper,  Drayton,  Dwiglit, 
Eager,  Elliwwth,  George  Evana,  Joshua  Bvana,  Edward 
Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Findlay,  Finch,  Ford,  Forward, 
Gilmore,  Gorham,  Green,  Grennell,  Gurley,  Hawkins, 
Hemphill,  Hinds,  Hodgvs,  Holland,  Howard,  Hughes, 
Hunt,  Huntington,  Ibrie,  Ingersoll,  Thomaa  Irwin,  Wil- 
Uam  W.  Irrin,  Jarvis,  Jennings,  Johns,  H.  M.  Johnsoni 
Cave  J(d)nsoD,  Kutdall,  Kennoa,  Kincaid,  A.  King,  Lei- 
per.  Lent,  Lewis,  Lumpldn,  Lyon,  Lewis  Maxwell, 
HoCreery,  McDuffie,  Mercer,  UiUer,  Mitchell,  Monell, 
Muhlenberg,  Norton,  Overton,  Patton,  Fearce,  Pettis, 
Kenon,  Potter,  Bamsey,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rose,  Russel, 
Scott,  Wm.  B.  Sbepard,  Aug-  H.  Shepperd,  ShieldB, 
Semmes,  Sill,  R.  Smith,  Spencer,  Stanbery,  W.  L.  Storrs, 
Strong,  Sutherland,  Swann,  SwiA,  Taliaferro,  Taylor, 
Wiley  Thompson,  John  Thomson,  Tracy,  Vance,  Var- 
nuiQ,  Vetplanck,  Wasliinston,  Wluttlesw,  Campbell  P 
White,  Edward  D.  White,  Wtlde,  WUion,  Wingate, 
Yoon;.— 136. 

NAYS.— Measri. Alexander,  Allen,  Akton,  Angel,  Arm- 
strong, Barringer,  James  Blair,  Bockee,  Bouldin,  Brod- 
head.  Chandler,  Claiborne,  Cowles,  Darenport,  Desha, 
De  Witt,  Earll,  Foster,  Fry,  Guther,  Gordon,  Hall,  Hal- 
sey,  Hammona,  Harrey,  Haynes,  Hoffman,  Hubbard, 
Perkins  King,  LAinar,  Lea,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Loyall, 
Martindale,  Martin,  Thomas  Maxwell,  McCoy,  Hdntire, 
NuckolLi,  Polk,  Bencher,  Boaae,  Sanfbrd,  Sprigg,  Stan- 
defer,  Trezwt^  Tucker,  Vinton,  Weeks,  WUliain8.-^l 
TRIAL  OF  JUDGE  PECK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  the  House  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Comnuttee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Mas 
TIT  in  the  chair,  and  proceeded  to  the  Senate.  At 
o'clock  the  committee  returned^  and  reported  proj^ess 
and  then 

The  House  adjourned. 

TrasnxT,  Jiitrxnx  18. 
RELIEF  VESSELS. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  enable  the  Prendent  to 
emDloy  relief  vcsaels  on  our  maritime  coast,  was  twice 
read. 

Mr.  CONDICT  moved  ita  reference  to  tlie  Committee 
■on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  nooved  its  reference  to  the  Conunittee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CAHBRBLENG  sud,  if  the  biU  wai  to  be  acted 
upon  at  all,  it  was  of  the  utmost  importahce  it  should  be 
done  speedily.  He  stated  the  object  of  the  biU,  and  urged 
its  refitfence  to  the  Conunittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
.  of  the  Uidon,  .so  that  it  might  be  called  up,  and  recnve 
tiie  early  consideration  of  the  House. 

The  Utter  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  SMITH  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Reaokedt  That  the  use  of  this  hall  be  granted  to  John 
Foulke,  a  member  of  the  Sodety  of  Friends,  at  7  o'clock 
this  eveiui^,  fbrthepurpooeof  delivering  a  religious  dis- 
Gourae. 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table; 
which  was  neratived. 

Mr.  MERCER  then  offered  the  following  amendment; 
which  was  agreed  to ;  "  And  thatthe  Colonization  Society, 
also,  have  leave  to  occupy  this  hall  to-morrow  eveninr  at  6 
o'clock." 

The  (nicstim  was  then  put  on  adopting  the  resolution 
aa  arDendeiL  and  carried  in  tho  affirmatire. 


ORDER  OF  DEBATE. 
Just  before  the  hour  of  twelve,  at  wludi  the  House 
was  to  tnvceed  to  attend  the  sittings  of  the  high  court  of 

impeachment, 

Mr.  MARTIN  snid  he  would  not,  at  this  hour,  when  the 
House  was  so  pressed  for  time,  throw  himself  upon  the 
attention  of  the  House,  were  it  not  in  a  nutter  in  regard 
to  which  he  felt  himself  placed  in  a  very  deUcate  situation. 
It  was  known  to  the  House,  he  sud,  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  indispoation  of  the  Speaker,  the  duties  of  the 
Chair  had  of  late  been  temporarily  assigned,  occasionally, 
for  psrts  of  several  days  past,  to  lum,  [Mr.  M.]  In 
what  manner  he  had  dischai^d  those  duties,  Vb.  M^said 
it  was  not  for  him  to  decide,  but  he  could  safely  say  that  . 
he  had  brought  to  their  discharge  his  best  abilities,  and  the 
most  earnest  dispontion  to  preserve  the  order  of  the 
House.  It  was  known,  further,  he  siud,  that  on  Thursday 
last  a  debate  took  place  of  an  unusual  character,  (alluding 
to  the  debate  on  the  mission  to  Rusria.)  Tliere  was  cer- 
tainly displayed  on  thftt  occasion  more  personal  feeling 
than  he  could  have  wished;  but,  with  the  most  mncere  de- 
sire to  preserve  decorum  in  debate,  nothing  bad  reached 
his  ear  which  seemed  to  him  to  call  for  the  interposition 
of  the  Chair.  Something  might  have  fallen  from  members 
which  did  not  reach  his  ear,  and  which  was  offenrive  and 
unparliamentar}'.  Difficulty  of  hearing,  from  the  low 
tones  of  scMne  speakers,  or  the  rapidity  of  utterance  of 
others,  sometimes  makes  it  doiiMhil  what  ia  the  precise 
language  in  which  they  express  themselves. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  felt  the  full  force  of  these  difficulties 
when  in  the  chair,  on  Friday  last.  But  so  far  as  he  was 
able  to  understand  what  was  utter^  in  debate,  there  was 
only  one  occurrence,  on  that  day,  which  sppeared  to  him 
to  call  for  the  interposition  of  tiie  Chair-  The  gentlemsn 
from  New  York,  referring  to  the  gentleman  who  had 
moved  the  pending  amendment,  charged  him  with  having 
made  "a  disgraceful  motion;"  which  language  the  Chair 

{)romptly  checked,  and  declared  to  be  out  of  order.  Yet, 
ooking  over  the  report  of  that  debate  in  this  morning's 
paper,  it  was  due  to  himself^  to  tiie  House,  and  to  toe 
good  opinion  of  tlic  nation,  to  say,  that  words  appear  in 
that  repml  which  were  not  uttered  in  the  debate,  to  h» 
hearing.  He  would  not  detain  the  attention  of  the  House 
by  going  over  all  the  terms  of  it  which  appeared  to  him 
exceptionable,  but  he  could  not,  connstently  with  a  sense 
of  du^,  sit  down  without  particularising  one  expression 
reported  as  having  been  used  by  the  gentlenuin  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Cijibbhevd,]  in  the  fulowing  passage 
of  his  speech: 

"  1  shall  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  travel  out  of  my  way,  and 
violate  a  rule  of  order,  by  entering  now  into  uiat  discus- 
sion, by  examining  the  proviaons  of  the  Turkish  treaty. 
Whenever  I  do,  sir,  my  facts  and  my  arguments  shall  be 
founded  on  something  more  substantial  than  a  newspi^r 
rumor — more  unquestionable  than  the  statement  of  an  un- 
principled partisan — more  unimpeachable  than  the  evi- 
dence of  a  perjured  Senator." 

Now,  Mr.  M.  said  he  should  have  been  guilty  of  the 
grossest  and  most  flagitious  misconduct,  as  prending  offi- 
cer, if,  hearing  such  Innguage  applied  to  a  member  of  the 
other  House,  ne  had  not  interposed  to  arrest  it.  With 
this  paper  before  it,  tiiis  House  could  not  refiue  to  receive 
a  committee  from  the  Senate  to  demand  an  ioquiiy  into 
the  alleged  peijtuy.  He  did  not  my  that  such  luwuage 
as  this  bad  beta  actually  usedf  but  if  it  bad  been  oeud 
by  him,  it  would  have  been  an  insult  to  tiie  House  not  to 
have  stopped  the  utierer  of  it.  He  took  it  for  granted  that 
the  reporter  of  the  debate  had  labored  under  great  mts- 
appreoension :  but,  seeing  that  ithad  got  into  pnnt  in  this 
exceptionable  form,  he  had  thought  it  proper  to  offer 
this  explanation  of  his  own  conduct  in  the  premises. 

Mr^  CAMBRELENG  then  rose,  and  sud:  It  is  fkr 
from  my  wish  to  trouble  tiwHouset  but  so  grave  a  charge 
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has  been  made  agsinst  me  by  the  svntleman  from  South 
Carolina,  who,  on  Thursdajr  last,  filled,  pro  temporet  tiie 
chair  you  now  occupy,  I  feel  it  incumbent  on  my  self  to  make 
a  Tcry  brief  reply.  Sir,  1  will,  in  the  first  place,  relieve 
the  gentleman  from  Sotith  Carolina  from  all  his  doubts 
upon  the  subject.  I  did  use  the  wunls  *■  perjured  Sena- 
tor;** and  I  shall,  on  a  similar  occasion,  and  in  the  same 
manner,  apply  them  again.  I  used  the  words,  and  shall 
not  retract  them  here  or  elsewhere.  What^  rir,  was  the 
provocation  when  that  extraordinary  debate  took  place? 
},  in  common  with  other  members  of  the  House,  had  lis- 
tened, without  the  least  intervention  from  the  Chair,  to  a 
vituperative  and  violent  attack  upon  oax  venerable  Chief 
Magistrate ;  a  tirade  of  low  abuse,  and  the  most  disgraceful 
insinuations  against  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  .SUte, 
and  <Mir  minister  to  Russia.  Yes,  tar,  T  not  only  heard 
them,  but  I  have  marked  in  the  paper  I  now  hold  in  my 
hand,  passages  and  epithets  in  his  published  speech,  dis- 
graceful to  this  House — base,  gross,  «id  infiunous. 

[Here  the  SPEAKER  observed,  there  was  no  charge 
made  against  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  The  member 
fK>m  South  Carolina  had  only  risen  to  state,  in  ezplaiw- 
tion  to  the  House,  that  certain  remarks  were  ascribed  in 
a  newniaper  to  another  member,  which  he  did  not  hear 
utteret^  and  for  which,  if  he  had  heard  them,  be  should 
have  felt  it  his  doty  to  call  him  to  order.] 

Sir,  when  1  was  interrupted  by  the  Chair,  I  was  coming 
to  the  point  in  question.  What  was  the  occanon — what 
the  manner  in  which  the  words  "  perjured  Senator"  were 
used?  The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  had  not  only 
gone  on  uninterruptedly  with  his  abuse,  but  he  went  into 
a  grave  denunciation  of  the  Turkish  treaty;  at  a  moment 
when,  as  rumor  says,  and  as  it  is  believed,  Uiat  treaty  was 
a  subject  of  discussion-r-of  secret  discusnon  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States — was  there  not  something  revolting 
in  thisspectacle?~when  a  treaty  was  known  only  to  the 
cabinet  and  the  Senatorial  council  of  the  Executive — when 
the  friends  of  the  administration  could  get  no  information 
whatever — when,  sir,  intimate  as  I  am  witli  the  Secretary 
of  State,  (and  I  am  as  much  In  his  confidence  as  any  other 
member  Mthis  House,)  I  have  never  heard  him  utter  one 

SlhUile  on  the  provirions  of  the  Turkish  treaty — when 
at  treaty  was  presumed  to  be  under  discussion  in  the 
secret  sessions  of  the  Senate,  the  gentleman  from  Rhodte 
Island  presents  us  with  the  revolting  spectacle  of  going 
into  an  examination  of  its  provinons.  Where,  sir,  did  the 
gentleman  ^om  Rhode  I^nd  get  his  information?  From 
one  of  his  friends — the  editor  of  a  nempaper — an  unprin- 
cipled  partisan,  or  one  who  had  violated  nis  oath — some 
perjured  Senator?  Sir,  I  know  not  where  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island  obtained  his  information — he  may  take 
his  choice  of  these  alternatives;  he  may  take  either  of  his 
confidential  friends,  the  editor,  the  partisan,  or  the  Seoa- 
tor.  I  made  no  charge  then,  I  make  none  now;  1  put  the 
case  then,  as  I  now  pttt  it,  hypothetical  ly.  All  I  meant 
to  convey — and  with  all  deference  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  and  the  SnaKUt — all  that  my  language 
does  convey,  is  this;  if  tihe  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
recuved  hia  intelligence  from  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States,  then,  sir,  that  Senator  has  violated  his  oath  of 
secrecy,  and  stood  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  a  **  penured 
Senator;"  and  upon  such  evidence  I  would  not  refy  for 
my  bets  as  a  basis  of  any  argument  on  the  Turkish  treaty. 
Whether  any  Senator  has  pueed  himself  in  that  unenvi- 
able attitude,  it  a  qntstion  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  may  answer  for  himself— he  may  push  that  inquiry 
as  fkr  as  he  pleases. 

[The  SPEAKER  said  there  was  no  question  before  the 
Housei  and  repeated  his  former  remarks,  that  the  gen- 
fleman  from  South  Carolina  had  made  no  charge  agiunst 
him.] 

Mr.  CAMBRELEN6  repeated  that  he  had  uttered  the 
words  «ttrU>uted  to  bnn. 


Mr.  M,\RTIN  replied,  he  was  sorry  to  hear  from  the  gen* 
tleman  that  he  did  use  tile  words,  even  in  the  alternative. 
He  [Mr.  M.]  had  understood  the  gentleman  to  use  Uie 
words  "perjured  witness;"  and  he  believed,  if  tiie  ques- 
tion  was  decided  by  the  gentleman's  "  peeraoround  him," 
he  [Mr.  M.]  would  be  sustained.  Rut,  if  the  gentleman 
insists  that  he  used  words  manifestly  out  of  order,  it  was 
no  longer  bis  [Mr.  M.'s]  business,  aner  the  explanation  he 
had  given. 

Mr.  BURGBS  rose  to  address  the  House. 
The  SPEAKERsaid,  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
was  out  of  order.    He  could  reserve  lus  remarks  until' 
this  subject  came  in  its  proper  course  under  the  consi- 
deration of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bdasbs  then  resumed  his  real. 

JUDGE  PECK. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Mabtiv  in  the  chair,  and  proceeded  to  the  Senate 
chamber,  to  attend  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck. 
On  returning,  they  reported  pn^reai;  and 
The  House  aqjoumed. 

WavintsDAT,  JairUBT  19. 

MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditurei^  made  on  the  7tii 
instant,  in  relation  to  a  unimm  rule  of  computing  the 
mileage  of  members  of  Congress. 

Mr.  CHILTON  moved  an  amendment,  so  as  to  change 
the  rate  of  mileage  from  eight  to  mx  dollars  for  every 
twen^  miles  travelled  in  going  to  and  retumlr^  from  the 
seat  of  Government;  but 

The  SPEAKER  dectaredthe  motion  to  be  out  of  order. 
The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  heretofore 
made  by  Mr.  CatLToir,  as  amended  on  tiie  motion  of  Mr. 
Hall,  to  recommit  the  report  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Expenditures,  with  instructions^  as  foUowt:  "To  report 
a  bill  making  it  the  duty  of 'the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  the  Sergeant<at-anns  of  tlie  House  df  Representatives, 
witli  the  aid  of  the  Postmaster  General,  at  the  end  of 
every  session,  to  make  an  estimate,  as  nearly  as  possible, 
of  Uie  actual  distance,  in  a  direct  line,  of  the  reudence  of 
each  member  of  the  Senate  House  of  Representative^ 
and  delegate  of  a  territory,  from  the  seat  'of  Govemtnent} 
and  that  the  mileage  of  the  members  of  Coi^jess  and  de- 
legates be  computed,  and  their  accounto  fin-  travelling  be 
settied,  acconUng  to  such  estimate." 

The  question  being  put  on  the  proposed  recommit- 
ment, it  was  decided  in  the  afBrmative,  by  yeas  and  nay»— 
130lo3r. 

SUPERNUMERARY  OFFICERS  AND  CADETS. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Reaobxd,  That  the  C<»nnuttee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aismisang  from 
the  army  the  supernumerary  lieutenants  by  brevet  com- 
mission. 

That  the  committee  also  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  fixing  the  sge  between  17  and  21  years,  as  the  period 
of  admission  into  the  West  Point  Acudemyi  and  that  all 
Ae  graduates,  from  time  to  time,  at  that  institution,  shall 
be  &char^d  from  the  anny,  when  not  needed  in  the 
actual  service  of  the  countiy: 

That  they  inquire  into  the  expediencv  of  authorizing 
appointments  in  the  line  of  the  army,  from  the  merito- 
rious non-commissioned  officers  of  the  army: 

Antl,  also,  of  reducing  the  number  of  cadets  in  sud 
academy,  now  authorized  by  law. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  he  did  not  offer  the  resolution 
as  a  matter  of  mere  fia-mi  he  offered  It  with  a  ^hcere  de- 
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nre  that  it  ihould  receiTe  the  deliberate  attentioa  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  AfiUrs,  Mid  every  member  of  this 
House;  and,  when  so  ranMdered,  he  confidently  believed 
that  its  principles  would  be  carried  out  by  the  efficient 
action  of  Congress.  It  is  possible,  said  Hr.  W.,  that  I 
have  imbibed  erroneoiia  opmiona  and  improper  preju- 
dices against  the  present  o^nization  of  the  Hilitan'  Aca< 
demy.  (I  mean  no  reflection  upon  the  conduct  of  those 
^ose  business  it  is  to  superintend  its  management)  If 
I  have  been  in  error,  the  most  laborious  investigation  and 
deliberate  reflection  have  not  enabled  me  to  correct  the 
opinions  heretofore  expressed!  but  every  day'a  results 
tend,  more  and  more,  to  convince  me  thatCongress should 
review  its  legislation  upon  this  subject. 

By  the  act  of  1803,  what  is  now  -called  West  Pant 
Academy,  was  organized  for  a  particular  purpose.  It 
was  designed  as  a  nursery,  a  Mibool  of  practice  fw  the 
junior  officers  of  the  army.  As  a  militaiy  institution  pure- 
\ft  I  am  its  friend  and  advocate;  as  a  school  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  youth  of  the  country  generally,  of  one  class, 
and  that  the  wealthy  and  politiculy  influential,  and  at 
public  expense,  I  am  opposed  to  it.  I  will  not  now,  nr, 
oetMn  the  Houae  by  a  statemeDt  of  the  reasons  which  have 
conducted  my  mind  to  its  present  reiulta. 

By  the  act  to  which  I  have  referred,  the  corps  of  engi- 
Deers  then  in  aervice,  with  one  chief  and  ax  asmstant  en- 
gineers, were  stationed  at  West  Point,  and  organized 
mto  a  school  for  the  education  and  instruction  of  tiie 
junior  officers  of  the  army.  The  President  was  authorized 
to  appoint  ten  cadets  only,  who  were  to  be  stationed  at 
West  Point,  and  be  attac)u»i  to  the  army,  to  be  paid  «x- 
teendtiUaraper  month,  and  two  ratUHia  per  day.  The 
whole  corps  was  not  to  exceed  twenty  officers,  one  cofc}- 
nd,  one  lieutenant  colonel,  two  majtna,  four  capt«ns,  fiwr 
fieutenants,  and  four  second  lieutenants.  This,  I  beUeve, 
in  the  time  ofllr.  Jefferson,  that  goodold  time  of  practical 
republican  economy,  eonstitutetf  the  ililitaiy  Academy. 
Id  1803,  the  Prendent  was  authorized  to  appoint  one  teawi- 
er  of  the  French  language,  and  one  teadier  of  drawing, 
fcc.  In  1813,  one  profssaor  of  natural  and  monl  philoso- 
phy, one  professor  of  mathematics,  one  professor  of  civil 
engineering,  with  aaustknts,  and  the  number  of  cadets 
then  limited,  or  rather  extended,  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty. 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  given  in  brief  the  organiza- 
tion and  prepress  ta  tlus  institution  up  to  1813.  With 
any  further  alterations,  additions,  and  details,  I  will  not 
trouble  the  House.  When  tiie  cadets  shall  have  received 
n  rq^ulo'  degree  fr«n  the  academical  staff,  the  Prandent 
is  required  to  confer  upon  them  the  rank  of  second  lieu- 
tenants, bv  brevet  comnuasion,  and  attach  tliem  to  the 
army,  witn  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  second  lieutenants. 
What  has  this  official  nursery  produced  in  the  space  of 
eighteen  years'  I  do  not  refer  to  the  hundred  who, 
Iwvinr  received  tfauredooation  at  publio  expense,  have 
retired  to  civil  pursiuls-*I  refer  to  tne  number  who  have 
dung  to  the  ^nd  btill  cling  to  it,  and  are  called 

supernumerary  officers.  If  they  are  supernumerary,  by 
which  I  understand  a  greater  number  than  is  warranted 
by  law,  or  required  in  the  aervioe,  I  am  ftr  getting  rid 
of  them  as  soon  as  posuble. 

1  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Bouse  to  a  angle  passage 
in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  at  the  present  ses- 
sion.   By  that  report,  we  are  told  tiiat, 

"By  the  act  of  1818,  the  Prendentofthe  United  States 
is  directed  to  confer  upon  the  graduates  of  this  academy 
tbe  appointment  of  brevet  lieutenants.  Already  tiirre  are 
eighty-seven  supernumerary  officers  thus  created,  and  who 
cannot  now  be  provided  for  in  the  line  of  the  army.  In 
June  next  there  will  probably  be  thirty<tbree  more  added, 
which  irill  produce  an  excess  of  fourteen  over  tibe  number 
authorixed.  Tbe  Uv  prohibits  the  brevet  appwiUnents 
of  a  greater  Dombcr  tlun  one  hundred  and  six — one  for 


each  companyt  of  course,  upon  a  reaaiKiable  calculation, 
but  few.  If  any,  of  the  cadets,  af^  June,  1831,  wilt  be  en- 
titled to  a  brevet  commission.  I  would  respectfully  sug- 
gest if  some  rule,  different  from  the  present,  be  not 
necessary  to  restrict,  for  the  future,  brevet  lieutenant  ap- 
pointments, retaining  only  so  many  a«  might  supply  tbe 
probable  vacancies  which  would  occur  witbin  the  year. 
Tbe  number  of  promotions  to  the  army  from  this  corps, 
for  the  last  five  years,  has  averaged  about  twen^-twoi 
while  tbe  number  of  jftaduates  for  the  same  period  has 
been  at  an  average  offorty.  This  exces^  which  is  annu- 
ally mcreaung,  has  placed  eighty-seven  in  waiting  until 
vacancies  slian  take  place;  and  shows  that,  in  the  next 
year  probably,  and  in  tbe  succeding  one  certainly,  there 
will  be  an  excess  beyond  what  the  existing  law  authorizes 
tQ  be  commiauoned.  There  will  then  be  (ue  hundred  and 
six  supernumerary  brevet  secoqd  lieutenants  appurtenant 
to  the  army,  at  an  annual  expense  to  the  Government  of 
eighty  thousand  dollars." 

Now,  ur,  I  put  tke  question  tu  the  members  of  this 
House,  and  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  does  the  countiy 
need  these  supernumerary  officers  in  time  of  peace? 
Does  it  comport  with  a  sound  and  practical  econonw  to 
ntuntaln,  at  an  annual  expense  of  eipi^  thousand  dolnn^ 
one  hundred  and  bx  young  men,  whose  services  are  not 
needed  by  the  Government?  I  say  not  needed,  if  ymi  will 
keep  the  officers  of  companies  at  their  posts,  if  you  will 
not  withdraw  the  captains  of  companies  from  the  perfbim- 
ance  of  service  in  the  line,  and  attach  them  to  the  staff. 
These  supernumeraries  are  annually  increasing.  Tliirty- 
three  more  are  to  be  added  next  June — what  anil  you  do 
wUh  them?  Of  what  senice  to  the  country  are  they? 
For  one,  I  say,  disnuas  themt  let  them  go  home,  and,  if 
they  cannot  ao  better,  go  to  work. 

There  is,  sir,  one  other  proportion  in  the  resolution, 
about  which  1  feel  much  solicitude,  and  will  add  a  few 
remark*.  Under  the  present  regulations  of  the  army, 
ami  by  consequence  of^  this  supemumeraty  corps  of  se- 
cond Ueutenanta  by  brevet,  the  power  of  the  Frendentto 
appoint  an  officer  m  Uie  line  of  the  army  from  and  amonjp 
the  merittnioua  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  army,  is 
taken  away.  Sir,  no  man  can  enter  the  army  of  his  coun> 
try,  however  well  deserving  and  well  qualified,  unless  he 
shaJl  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  received  a  diploma 
at  West  Point.  I  would  leave  the  Executive  at  liber^-  to 
seek  talents  and  reward  merit  by  appointments  to  subal- 
tern officers  in  the  army,  wherever  be  can  find  them.  At 
present,  nr,  no  matter  what  mar  be  the  merits  and  quail* 
ncati<HU  trf"  a  non-commisrioned  officer,  no  matter  what 
may  have  been  his  deeds  of  valor  and  darinjf;,  promotion 
to  him  (the  hif^est  reward  of  the  soldier)  is  denied  by 
the  laws  of  that  country  he  so  galhuitly  defends.  If  you 
cut  off  all  hope  from  the  non-comnussioned  officers  of  the 
army,  you  will,  in  time,  destroy  its  moral  (arx.  I  believe 
it  has  had  a  tendeney,.a  very  ptnrerful  tendency,  toleasen 
its  physical  fbrce. 

We  have  felt  the  effects,  and  witnessed  the  losaei  both 
of  men  and  money,  by  desertion  from  the  army.  Maiqr 
and  various  have  been  tbe  causes  aangned  for  this  pnc* 
tice,  and  as  multifarious  hare  been  the  ■  nedies  propoaed. 
My  reflections,  nr,  have  tau^t  me  tt.  believe  that  one 
great  cause  ofthe  increase  of  this  evil  r  y  be  &irly  traced 
to  the  practice  of  taking  the  captains  u'om  their  appro- 
priate service  at  the  beul  of  their  comnaniea.  and  cwuer> 
ring  upon  them  staff  ^ppnntment^  ana  of  t^  want  of  a 
power  in  the  Executive  to  reward,  hj  promotion,  tbe 
meritorious  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  of  tbe  army. 
Every  man  who  knows  any  thing  of  the  actual  service, 
must  admit  tbe  importance  of  so  inconudcrable  an  officer 
as  the  orderly  sei^ant  of  a  company.  In  my  estimation  he 
ranfcain  real  utility  and  eiBEidcncy,in  tbe  promotion  of  order, 
and  the  diffliMon  of  a  correct  miUtat^  and  moral  feelii^ 
among  the  aoldienb  next  to  the  captam.   No  compai^  « 
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veil  commanded,  well  dMciplined,  unless  both  of  these 
officer!  are  talented  and  emcieBt  within  the  tphere  of 
their  dutr.  How  important  is  it,  then,  that  your  non^m- 
misstoned  officers  should  be  men  of  correct  moral  habits, 
possessing  a  milita>y.feelii^  and  spirit.  The^e  you  will 
not  have,  under  your  present  regulation.  They  have  not 
that  strong-  incentive  to  action,  that  powerful  stimulus  to 
the  militaiy  nuuif  the  hope  of  promotion,  to  propel  them 
in  the  discDai^  of  thrir  duty.  They  arc  content  if  they 
M  demean  themselvea  as  to  escape  censure  or  punishment 
and  leave  the  men  to  the  government  of  thrir  own  idle 
and  dissipated  passions;  thus  destroying  what  I  edi  the 
lAoral  force  of  tne  rank  and  file  of  your  army;  and  deser- 
tion and  crime  are  the  inevitable  consequences.  Some 
of  our  best  company  officers,  during  the  late  war,  had  the 
honor — I  call  it  an  honor,  sir— of  having  been  promoted 
from  the  ranks  of  the  army.  They  fought  for  their  com- 
misuoni^  won  them*  and  did  not  disgrace  the  late  war. 
Ours,  I  believe,  *sir,  it  the  only  country  at  this  time  widi 
which  I  have  any  acquaintance,  where  the  avenue  to  pro- 
motion is  blocked,  eternally  blocked,  by  a  corps  of  wper- 
numenry  officers- 
There  are  other  subjects  of  much  importance,  embraced 
in  the  resolution,  about  which  I  forbear  to  say  any  thing 
at  thia  time.  I  have  made  these  su^^stions^  and  hope 
the^  will  lead  others,  and  particularly  the  Committee  on 
MiLtary  Affiurs,  to  a  Hnnute  inrertigation.  I  take.tbe  faint 
recently  given,  and  now  propose  a  measure  of  real  re- 
trenchment and  refijrmt  and  I  hope  we  shall  meet  with  no 
opposition  from  a  quarter  where  I  think  them  so  much 
needed. 

Mr.  DRATTON  stud  that  the  fact  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  [Hr.  WicxLim,]  that  eigh^  thou- 
sand doUan  were  appropriated  for  the  pa;;^  and  emoluments 
of  brevet  second  lieutenanto,  wai  certainly  correcti  but 
that  these  officers  performed  no  duties,  ana  rendered  no 
aerviee^  was  erroneously  stated.  They  perfumed  all  the 
duties,  and  rendered  all  \h.e  services,  of  second  lieutenants 
in  the  line:  why,  then,  shall  they  not  be  entitled  to  the 
aame  compensation?  8o  far  from  their  not  performing tiie 
duties  appropriate  to  thdr  rank,  it  appeared  from  a  docu- 
ment suon^tted  to  this  House  at  its  nst  session,  that,  in  a 
recent  expeiStion  i^^nst  the  Pawnees  and  other  Indians, 
one  of  them  commanded  a  company.  When  brevet  se- 
cond lieutenants  acted  in  this  capacity,  could  It  with  pro^ 
priety  be  said  that  the  public  money  was  uselessly  lavished 
upon  them?  Brevet  second  lieutenants,  who  had  graduated 
at  West  Pmnt,  were  annexed  to  the  army,  by  the  positive 
provision  of  a  law,  with  the  restriction  that  tneir  appoint- 
ments  diould  not  exceed  one  to  each  compai^  in  the  ser- 
rice,  by  which  not  mtxn  than  one  hundred  and  biz  could 
receive  commisnons. 

With  respeet  to  tfie  Military  Academy,  he  agreed  with 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that  the  number  of  cadets 
now  educated  there  was  beyond  the  wants  of  the  army, 
or  would  soon  be  so.  There  are  now  eighty-seven  brevet 
aecoBd  lieutenantst  and  it  was  probable>  after  the  next 
promotion  of  the  'cadets  f^m  the  iirst  doss,  that  the  whole 
number  of  one  hundred  and  six  would  be  annexed  to  the 
•ereral  regiments.  As  to  that  part  of  the  gentlema^i's 
resolution  which  related  to  West  Point,~he  [Mr.  D.] 
had  anticipated  the  object  of  the  gentleman,  by  submit- 
ting a  resolution,  calhng  upon  the  Secretary  to  inform 
this  House  whether  the  number  of  cadets  educated  at  the 
Military  Academy  was  not  excessive,  when  compared  with 
tile  {)urpo*es  for  which  that  institution  was  estid>ttshed; 
and,  if  such  should  be  the  ease,  to  report  a  plan  for  their 
reduction,  and  an  organization  correapon<ling  with  such 
alterations  as  miglit  be  necessary-  He  [Hr.  It.]  had 
moved  this  resolution  for  the  information  of  the  commit- 
tee, of  which  he  was  a  member;  and  that  committee,  upon 
receivingthe  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  would  doubt- 
less  act  upon  it.   Mr.  D.  observe^  that  he  did  not  thmfc 


the  number  of  officers  at  present  in  tiie  army  exceeded 
the  want!  of  Ae  service.  Ii^  proof  of  tlu%  be  referred 
gentlemen  to  the  Register,  which  would  show  tiiat  scarcely 
a  nngle  company  had  its  cmnplement  of  officers  upon 
duty  with  it-  If  officers  are  taken  from  the  line  for  the 
Stan,  these  deficiencies  of  company  officers  must  exist, 
unless  a  new  military  organisation  should  be  adopted.  11^ 
by  this  orgamzation,  officers  transferred  to  the  staflT vacat- 
ed their  oommiaaions  in  the  line,  as  these  vacancies  must 
be  supplied,  the  number  of  the  officers  would  be  in- 
creased instead  of  being  diminished,  unless  the  number 
of  officen  to  a  company  should  be  reduce^  i^ch  he 
believed  would  be  impolitic  and  injurious. 

Whether  it  would  be  expedient,  in  order  to  prevent 
desertion,  or  to  infuse  a  spirrt  of  emulation  into  toe  non- 
commissioned officers,  to  hold  out  to  them  the  prospect  of 
commissiona^  was  a  proposition  to  which  he  [Ur.  D.]  bad 
not  particularly  tmiiea  toi  attention.'  However  ^a 
might  be,  as  the  President  cotdd  not  create  officen  of 
the  army,  but  only  appoint  tbem,  when  authorized  by  law, 
as  by  law  he  was  to  apptnnt  the  cadets,  after  they  bad 
graduated  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  ux,  consti- 
tuting all  who  could  be  added  to  the  acmy,  the  existing 
legisution  roust  be  altered,  before  a  power  could  be  vested 
in  the  Prendent  to  promote  non-commissioned  officen,  or 
to  confer  commiauons  upon  any  other  persona  than  the 
cadets.  Hr.  D.  added,  that  he  bad  not  risen  far  the 
purpose  of  entering  into  an  argument  upon  the  subjeeta 
contained  in  the  resolution,  but  merely  to  correct  some 
misconceptions  which,  it  seemed  to  him,  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  labored  under.  When  that  resolution 
came  before  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  he  should 
have  the  opportuni^  to  examine  the  several  topica  which 
it  embraced. 

Mr.  WICKLIfTE  r^oined.   I  was  well  apprised,  siud 

he,  of  the  &ct  that  these  eighty-seven  supernumerary 
second  Beutenants  were,  in  theory  and  in  name,  attached 
to  the  army,  and  that  some  of  them  did  actually  perform 
du^;  but,  nr,  where  were  the  captains,  the  first  and 
second  lieutenants  of  the  companies?  If  they  had  been 
at  tbrir  post,  they  could  have  performed  the  service  asn^- 
ed  to  these  juiuor  subalterns.  If  you  take  the  captains 
and  make  staff  officers  of  tbem,  and  nve  the  command 
of  companies  to  these  young,  (sjid  witnout  meaning  any 
the  slightest  reflection  upon  tbem)  inexperienced  officers, 
you  do  affect  essentially  the  organlzatioo,  harmony,  and 
efficiency  of  the  army. 

When  a  captain  quits  the  command  of  a  company,  ajid 
seeks  a  staff  appointment,  be  is  governed  by  one  of  two 
motives,  (perhaps  both,)  either  to  avoid  the  fatine, 
labor,  uid  nardsoips  of  doing  duty  in  the  line,  or  to  obtain 
an  increase  of  his  pay.  He  should  then  lose  his  rank  in 
the  line,  and  allow  others,  who  will  remain  and  perform 
duty,  to  rise.  Do  this,  and  you  will  promote  tiie  moral 
force  of  the  army.  You  will  promote  harmony  and  good 
feeling,  and  destroy  that  jealousy  which  this  practice 
ever  engenders,  so  banefld  in  its  effects.  I  am  pleased 
to  learn  that  Uie  honorable  chairman  of  the  Comnuttee 
on  Military  Affairs  [Mr.  DaiT-roit^  agrees  with  me  that 
the  number  of  students  at  West  Pomt  should  be  reduced. 
The  main  and  principal  object  Mr.  Jefferson  had  in  view 
in  the  establishment  of  that  institution,  seems  to  have 
been  lost  sight  of.  Instead  of  its  now  being  C  school  for 
the  purposes  of  the  army  only,  it  has  become  a  free 
national  academy.  After  the  stu^nts  of  that  academy 
receive  their  education  at  public  expense,  and  psid  for  it 
too  at  the  rate  of  rixteen  dollars  per  month,  three  out  of 
four  of  them  return  totheirhomesand  pursue  some  pro- 
fession. If  we  are  to  have  a  national*  university,  let  us 
establish  it  at  once,  and  not  avoid  the  provinons  of  Ihe 
constitution,  bv  using  the  means  of  raising  and  supporting 
an  army,  to  tte  promotion  of  education  by  tiie  Federal 
Government.    I  deure  th«e  tilings  to  be  understood  by 
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the  peoplej  and  when  ttnderrtood,  if  they  are  wilUna:  to 
educate  at  public  expense,  and  pay  them  for  it,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  young  men,  annually  selected  aa  the  stu- 
dents of  West  Point  Academy  ever  have  and  ever  will  be, 
then  L  am  content. 

The  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived,  a  motion  was  made, 
and  prevailed,  for  the  Hoiiae  to  go  into  otKonuttee,  for  the 
pui'pose  of  attending  the 

TRIAL  OF  JUDGE  PECK. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itadf  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Maxxiit  being  called  to  thcdiair, 
andproceeded-tothe  Senate. 

At  three  o'clock  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  returned, 
and  th*  ISpuxbb  resumed  the  chair. 

RELIEF  VESSELS. 

Hr.  CAMBRELENO  (pursuant  to  notice  which  he 
gmvein  the  morning)  tnoved  that  the  Houscgo  into  com- 
mittee on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  authorize  the  em- 
plc^ment  of  certain  relief  Tcuds,  and  apprt^uiating 
$15,000  therefor. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  thought  this  a  bill  that  ought  not  to 
pass  without  discussionj  and  as  it  was  late,  and  the  Houw 
thin,  he  moved  an  adjournment. 

The  quealion  put,  and  a  majority  voted  ugaimt  ad- 
Joumii^;  but  there  appearing  no  quoram. 

The  House  adjouniea. 

TBORBDi.T,  JaKUABT  20. 

MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS  OP  CONGRESS. 
.  Mr.  HALL,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Expen- 
ditures, reported  the  following  bills  which  was  twice 
read: 

"Be  it  enaeied,  &c.  That  it  shall  be  tlie  duty  of  the 
S<.-cretan-  of  the  Senate  and  Ser^ant-at-arms  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  with  the  aid  of  the  Postmaster 
Gtaeral,  at  ^e  end  of  every  session  of  Congress,  to  make 
an  estimate,  as  nearly  as  possible,  of  the  actual  distance, 
in  a  direct  line,  of  the  residence  of  each  member  of  the 
Senate,  House  of  Representatives,  and  delegate  of  a 
territory,  from  the  scat  of  Government;  and  that  the 
mileage  of  members  of  Congress  and  delegates  be  com- 
puted, and  their  accounts  for  travelling  be  settled*  ac- 
cording to  such  estimate." 

Mr.  CHILT6N  proposed  to  add  to  the  bill  the  follow- 
ing lection.: 

"And  be  it  furiher  enaeied^  That,  from  and  after  the 
passs^  of  this  act,,  the  pay  of  members  of  the  Senate, 
House  of  Representatives,  and  delegates  of  territories, 
shsll  be  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  pe^  day  for  each  day's 
attendance  on  the  bunaess  of  the  Senate  or  House  of 
Representatives;  and  six  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles' 
travel  to  and  from  the  seat  of  Government,  estimated 
according  to  the  rule  established  in  this  act." 

Mr-  ClilLTOIi  did  not  intend  to  say  one  woi-d  on  this 
amendment,  unless  called  on  by  some  member  of  the 
House  for  explanation.  He  was  desirous  that  each  mem- 
ber of  the  amendment  should  stand  on  its  own  individual 
merits;  and  for  tliat  purpose  he  would  move  a  division  of 
the  question.  The  preposition  to  limit  the  chaise  for 
mileage  to  six  dollars  for  every  twenty  milen,  he  had  no 
doubt  would  meet  the  approbation  of  all. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  expressed  his  regret  that  this  motion 
was  made,  the  effect  of  wlitch  would  only  be  to  emb-irrass 
the  main  question.  In  the  shape  of  an  original,  separate 
proposition,  he  should  he  willing  to  euppoi-t  it;  but  the 
House  had  alread]^.ipent  too  much  time  in  debating  about 
tile  mileage^  and  it  was  time  that  that  subject  sliould  be 
disposed  uf. 

Mr.  CHILTON  begged  leave  to  state  to  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Svei^kt,]  tlwt  it  was  not  with 


the  intention  of  embarrssMng  the  bin  that  he  had  made 

the  proposition  to  amend.  . 

[Mr.  SPEIGHT  here  denied  having  charged  him  with 
that  intention;  he  had  stated  tliat,  in  his  opinion,  such 
would  be  the  effect  of  his  amendment.] 

Mr.  CHILTON  continued.  He  thought  that  the  amend- 
ment should  be  adopted;  that  it  was  catoulated  to  subserve 
the  public  interests.  It  was  true,  wben'he  first  introduced 
this  measure  of  retrenchment,  he  wu  not  as  well  acquaint- 
ed with  matters  and  things  as  he  now  is;  bttthe  wu  still 
of  the  opinion  that,  by  proper  economy,  dx  dollars  per 
diem  would  be  an  adequate  compensation;  but,  at  all 
.events,  such  has  been  the  improvements  in  Uie  tnode  of 
ttavelling  by  ftages  and  steamboats,  that  all,  he  presumed, 
would  admit  six  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles  acbudly 
travelled  would  be  ample  compensatioo.  Twenty  miles 
was  nut  a  day's  journey  on  horseback;  indeed,  forty  miles 
wis  amoderate  day's  journey.  It  could  no^  therefore, 
be  doubted,  that  tax  d^lars  would  be  sufficient  for  all  the 
expenses  incurred  in  travelling  twenty  miles  in  any  part 
of  the  country.  While  the  present  law  exists,  he  would 
receive  the  pay  which  it  allowed,  and  no  more;  but  he  had 
pledged  himself  to  lus  r.onstitiients  to  endeavor  to  repeal 
this  lav,  and  to  retrench  this  branch  of  public  expendi- 
ttjret  and  like  all  pledges  that  he  made,  he  would  use 
every  exertion  to  redeem.  When  he  had  done  so,  he  felt 
that  he  had  done  his  duty  to  his  conscience,  his  constitu- 
ents, and  his  country.  In  charging  mileage,  he  said  it 
would  appear  that  each  branch  of  the  National  legislature 
had  exceeded  the  respective  distances  when  computed 
on  the  nearest  mail  route,  with,  perhaps,  only  thirteen 
exceptions. 

He  charged,  however,  no  improper  intention  to  any 
member,  but  was  inclined  to  believe  that  others,  like 
hiniGelf,  had  inadvertently  be^n  guided  by  former  charges 
and  calcul.ttions  of  distance. 

Mr.  YANCEY,  of  Kentncky,  said  he  hoped  that  the 
amendment,  which  proposes  to  reduce  the  pay  of  the 
members  of  Congress  to  «x  dollars  per  day,  and  nx  dol- 
lars for  every  twenty  miles'  travel  in  going  to  uid  from 
the  seat  of  Government,  will  be  adopted,  and  that  we 
shall  nut  talk  so  much  about  retrenchment  and  reducing 
expenses,  and  give  so  little  proof  of  being  in  reality,  by 
our  actions.  I  am  surprised  to  hear  the  gentleman  from 
>>'orth  Carolina  sajr  that  he  will  vote  for  the  reduction 
contemplated  in  tliis  amendment,  if  ma  sepsratc  bill,  hut 
will  not  when  united  with  thisf  I  consider,  air,  that  both 
measures  are  right,  and  consequently  should  pass,  either 
conjointly  or  separately.  I,  sir,  have  given  pledges  to 
my  constituents,  which  were  elicited  by  their  intern^- 
toriea  propounded  to  me,  that  I  would  endeavor  to  ef- 
fect the  reduction  asked  for  in  this  amendment,  and  I  was 
much  gratified  that  the  question  was  asked  me,  if  I 
would  be  for  reducing,  because  it  gave  me  an  opportu- 
nity to  manifest  my  willingness  to  promote  a  measure  of 
economy,  which  I  was  anu  am  uncerely  in  favor  of)  sjid, 
sir,  1  should  be  'glad  that  my  views. on  public  meaaurea 
corresponded  with  that  of  gentlemen  in  tnis  Hotise.  But 
when  the  sovereign  people  whom  I  represent  wish  a  mea- 
sure, I,  with  great  pleasure,  advocate  and  support  their 
will,  whether  it  is  agreeable  to  this  House  or  not;  and, 
sir,  [  should  wish  the  stentorian  voice  of  an  indignant  peo- 
ple to  speak  into  insignificance  anil  retirement,  and  Uwt, 
too,  in  strains  of  thunder,  that  representative  who  would 
dare  to  violate  the  known  will  oif  the  people.  Sir,  it  is 
the  very  vital  principle  of  republics,  that  the  will  of  the 
majority  Khali  prevail,  and  none  will  dare  assert,  here  or 
elsewhere,  that  the  sovereign  people  of  this  land  arc  not 
capable  of  wise  self-government;  and  as  the  people 
whom  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  will,  as  tliey  nave  a 
right  to  do,  demand  uf  me  a  faithful  redemption  of  my 
pledges,  I  trust,  ur,  that  my  conduct  on  this  occasion 
will  meet  their  approbation,  which  is  what  landcTery 
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member  ought  arduously  to  aspire  to.  Sir,  we  talk  a 
g^at  deal  of  trying  to  bring  our  ship  of  State  back  to 
its  .republican  tack.  Now  thait  we  hare  a  rood  and 
democratic  rtateaman  at  the  helm,  let  usmarui  boldly 
to  the  mark,  and  not  flinch  when  there  is  an  effort 
made  to  reduce  unnecessary  expenses^  and  as  we  hare 
the  Ssing  our  own  compensation,  und  as  the  six  dollars 
wmild  be  what  it  was  in  the  gtxxl  old  halcyon  days  of 
pure  republicanism,  when  the  great  Washington  was  in 
the  Presidential  chur,  and  the  illustrious  Jefferson,  his 
right  band  man,  wis  Secretary  of  State,  that  compensa- 
tion was  deemed  sufficient,  and  now  tliat  ve  are  atnung 
to  ^t  back  to  good  old  times,  let  us  demonstrate  by  our 
actions  that  our  profi;s«ons  of  economy  are  nncere.  As 
Z  said  before,  sir,  as  we  are  the  only  people  that  can  fix 
and  reduce  our  w^es,  and  as  I  verily  believe  them  too 
high,  let  us  nut  make  an  ostentatious  dlspUy  of  frugality 
and  economy  in  our  public  expenses;  an^  when  a  reduc- 
tion of  what  1  deem  extravagant,  is  so  perfectly  tangible 
in  oar  power,  let  ua  ibow  that  our  professiona  of  re- 
trenchment are  not  a  mere  empty  sound. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  that,  for  liis  own  port,  he  bad  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  motives  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, in  submitting  hb  amendment;  neither  had  he  any 
concern  respecting  the  pledge  which  that  member  had 
given  to  his  constituents,  or  to  the  redemption  of  that 
pledge  as  had  been  promised.  A  statement  h»d  been 
made,  that,  witli  ttte  exception  of  fourteen  cases,  all  the 
other  chains  for  mileage  had  been  orerrated.  I'bia 
statement  is  erroneous.  I  had  occanon  during  the  last 
session  to  correct  a  wmilar  statement.  The  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  has  no  doubt  been  led  into  the  error  by 
the  Incorrect  calculations  of  the  Post  Office  Department, 
to  which  he  has  referred,  and  upon  thb  he  has  mdirectly 
censured  the  whole  Congress,  with  the  exception  of  one 
Senator,  and  thirteen  members.  Now,  sir,  according  to 
the  post  office  statement,  the  difference  between  the  post 
office  of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  CoTjrrH,]  (Brutus  Fords  post 
office,)  and  mine,  (Pleasant  Gardens,)  is  only  three  and 
a  lialf  milesj  when,  in  fiict,  the  (Ustance  is  near  cigh^.  It 
is  insufTerable,  sir,  that  sucli  censure  should  be  thrown  out 
upon  such  false  premises.  1  only  rise  to  correct  this 
error,  so  far  as  myself  and  colleague  are  concerned. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  calling  for  the  previous  question 
And  the  call  being  sustained, 

The  main  question  (which  precludes  or  puts  a^e 
amendments'!  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill  was  oidered  to 
be  engrossed  for  s  third  reading  tomorrow. 

KELIEP  VESSELS. 

BIr.  CAMBRELENG  rose  to  renew  the  mofion  which 
he  made  yestefday  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  take  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  empower  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  send  relief  vessels  on  our 
maritime  coa.it.  He  said  tlic  measure  proposed  was  an 
act  of  humanity,  and  called  for  a  speedy  decision  by  the 
Ilouae.  Whatever  mi^htbe  its  opinion,  he  hoped  the 
bill  would  now  be  considered. 

In  order  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  suspend  the  different  orders  of  the  day, 
which  required  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  pre- 
sent. » 

Tlic  question  being  put  on  the  suspension,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — yeas  103,  nays  59. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

The  resdution  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Wicsum 
was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  was  entitled  to  the  floor;  but,  as  the 
hour  had  nearly  elapsed  for  the  consideration  of  resolu- 
tions, he  declined maUng the  remarks  which  he  intended 
to  have  done  to  correct  the  errors  into  vthich  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  had  fallen,  and  said  he  would  con- 
tent himself  with  moving  for  a  divimon  of  the  question,  so 
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as  to  take  tiie  sense  of  the  House  on  Hit  first  member  of 
the  resolution ; 

The  question  being  put,  the  first  paragraph  of  the  re* 
stduticm  was  agreed  tf^  as  fidknra: 

**  Retohedi  lliat  the  Comraiitee  on  HGlita^  Afiirs  be 
instructed  to  inqtibe  into  the  expediency  of  AsmiiBuig 
from  the  army  the  supernumerary  lieutenants  by  brevet 
commission." 

T^e  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  re- 
mainder of  the  resolution,  and  was  also  agreed  to,  in  the 
following  form: 

**  That  the  committee  also  inquire  into  the  expediem;y 
of  fixing  the  age  between  seventeen  and  twenty  .one  years 
as  the  period  m  admts^on  into  the  West  Point  Academy; 
and  that  all  the  muluates,  from  time  to  time,  at  that  insti- 
tution, shiJl  be  discharged  from  the  army  when  not  need- 
ed in  the  actual  service  of  the  country, 

"  That  they  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
appointments  in  the  line  of  the  army  ft^  the  merito- 
rious non-commissioned  officers  of  the  army. 

"  And,  also,  of  reducing  the  number  (tf  cadets  in  aild 
academy,  now  authorized  by  law." 

Mr.  LEIPER  laid  on  the  table  the  following; 

Reaohxd,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  this  House  the  causes  of  the  Irregularitpr 
of  the  arrival  of  the  Eastern  mail;  to  what  the  filure  is 
attributable;  and  what  remedy  can  be  provided  to  pre- 
vent this  delay. 

In  submitting  the  foregoing  resolulionp 

Mr.  LEIPEH  said  he  bcg]^  leave  to  be  explicitly  un- 
derstood that,  in  offering  this  resolution  to  the  House,  he 
did  not,  in  the  remotest  manner,  intend  to  convey  any 
censure,  or  attach  any  blame  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
or  the  contractors  this  mail  route.  A  report  was  made 
to  this  House  on  the  13th  dav  of  Februaiy,  1837,  by  the 
predecessor  of  Mr.  Barryi  his  viah  now  was  to  elicit  any 
new  information  the  department  could  present  touching 
a  subject  which  was  one  of  considenible  public  interest. 

[The  resolution  was  adopted  Oil  the  followuig  day.] 
THE  IMPEACHMENT. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  CommKtee  of  the 
Whole,  and  proceeded  to  die  Senate,  to  attend  the  trial 
of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck.  Haring  returned, 
the  cfHnimttee  reported  progress,  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

Fridax,  Jamvabt  31, 
MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  to  establish  a  uniform  mode  of 
computing  the  mileage  of  members  of  Cotlgreaa,  and  dele- 
gates from  territories,"  was  read  the  tlura  timet  and  the 
question  being  stated  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  C  HILTON  required  the  yeas  and  nays  va  the  ques- 
tion, and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  TUCKER  requested  information  as  to  the^me 
when  the  bill,  if  it  passed,  would  Uke  effect.  He  pre- 
sumed not  tilt  the  next  session  of  Congress}  in  which 
cose,  he  should  be  averse  to  passing  the  bill. 

Tlie  SPEAKER  replied  that,  if  the  bill  should  pass,  it 
would  take  effect  upon  the  present  Congress. 

Mr.  TUCKER  withdrew  his  opposition;  and 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
and  was  determined  in  the  affinnathre,  by  yeas  and  naya^ 
as  fbllows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Angel,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  John  S.  Barbour,  Baylor,  Bell, 
James  Blair,  John  Blur,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borst,  Boul^n, 
Brodhead,  Cahoon,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Chandler, 
Chilton,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Coke,  Cooper,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Ctocheron,  Daniel,  Davenport,  John  Dan^ 
Deherry,  Denny,  Deriia,  De  Witt,  Doddridge,  Dorsey, 
Draper,  Urnyton,  Duncan,  Dwight,  Eager,  Earil,  Horace 
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Everett,  FindUyi  Ford,  Foster,  Fryi  Guther,  Gilmore, 
Gordon,  Green,  Hall,  Ualsey,  Hodges,  Ilf^luid,  HoiT- 
man,  Howd,  Ibrie,  Ingersoll,  Irwin,  Jarvu,  Jobna,  Cave 
Johnson,  Kincaid,  Lamar,  Lea,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Lent, 
Letcher,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Liimpkin,  Lyon,  Mag^e,  Ma]la- 
ry,  Martin,  Thomas  Maxwell,  Lewis  MaxwcU,  McCreery, 
McCoy,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Monell,  Muhlenberg, 
Nuckolls,  Overton,  Pattoii,  Fearce,  Polk,  Potter,  Ram- 
sey, Bencher,  Richardson,  Roane,  Russel,  Sanford,  Scott, 
W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H-  Shepperd,  Shields,  Semmcs,  Smith, 
Speight,  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Sutherland,  Swann,  Swifl,  'I'ay- 
lo».  Test,  Wiley  Thompson,  John  Thomson,  Tracy, 
Trezvant,  Tucker,  Verplanck,  Washington,  Wavnc, 
Weeks,  C.  P.  White,  Wilde,  WOlivns,  Wingate,  Taniccy, 
Young.— 129. 

NAYS. — Ateesrs.  Bailey,  Barnwell,  Crane,  Crowmn- 
■hield,  Dickinson,  Ellsworth,  George  Evans,  F^ward 
Everett,  Finch.  Grennell,  Haynei^  Hughes,  Huntington, 
Jennings,  Kendall,  Kennon,  Perkins  King,  Leiper,  Mu-- 
tindale,  Mclnlire,  Pettis,  Pienon,  Rose,  Henry  R.  Storra, 
W.  L.  Storrs,  Strong,  Vance,  Vinton,  WhitUesey,  Wil- 
son 30. 

So  the  bill  passed,  and  was  sent  to  tbe  Senate  for  con- 
currence. 

The  fblloving  joint  resolution  was  retd  the  third  time: 

«'  BtaoheS,  ite.  That  tbe  rules  uf  each  House  shall  be 
BO  amended,. as  to  make  it  tbe  imperative  duty  otthe 
Secretary  of-  the  Senate  and  Sergcant-at-arms  of  tlie 
House  of  Hepresentalires  to  ascertain,  at  the  end  of  every 
sesuon  of  Congress,  from  each  Senator,  member,  or  dele- 
gate from  a  territory,  ^e  number  of  days  which  he  may 
have  been  absent  from,  and  i)ot  in  attendAnce  upon,  the 
business  of  the  House;  and,  in  settling  tlie  accounts  of 
Senator^  menders,  and  delegates,  there  shall  be  deduct- 
ed firom  the  account,  or  amount  of  pay  for  each  sesMon, 
at  the  rale  of  ei^t  dollars  per -day  fen  every  day  any 
member  of  either  House,  or  delegate,  shall  have  been  ab- 
sent, except  by  oi  der,  on  business  of  the  House  to  which 
he  belongs,  or  in  consequence  of  sickness." 

The  question  being  upon  its  passage,  a  brief  debate 
took  place  between  Messrs.  THOMPSON,  of  Georgia, 
HALL,  GORMAN,  SUTHERLAND.  TUCKER,  and 
DRAYTON,  upon  the  form  of  the  respUition,  and  its  effect 
upon  the  rulea^  kc.  Pending  the  remarks  of  the  latter 
gentleman,  a  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  that  body  was  now  ntUng  as  a 
court  of  impeachment:  whereupon. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Mutih  in  the  chair,  and  proceeded  to  the 
Senate,  to  attend  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  Having  re- 
turned, the  committee  reported  progress;  and  then 

The  House  adjourned. 

Satvmoat,  Jahvabt  S3. 
PAY  OF  MEMBERS. 

The  House  having  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
jwit  resolution  relative  to  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress, 

llr.  HALXi  nwved  to  recommit  the  resolution  to  the 
Comnnttee  on  Public  Expenditures,  with  instructions  to 
report  a  bill,  providing — "  That  it  shall  be  the  imperative 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Senate  and  Sergeant-at-arms 
of  ute  House  of  Representatives  lo  ascertain,  at  tlic  end  of 
every  sesnou  of  Congress,  from  each  member  of  Congress, 
or  delegate  from  a  territory,  the  number  of  days  which  lie 
may  have  been  absent  from,  and  not  in  attendance  upon, 
tiie  bunness  of  the  Houset  and,  in  settling  Uie  accounts  of 
Senators,  members,  and  delegates,  there  shall  be  deduct- 
ed from  ttie  account,  or  ampunt  of  pay  for  each  session, 
at'  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  day  for  every  day  any 
member  of  either  House,  or  delegate,  shall  have  been 
absent,  except  by  order,  on  business  of  the  House  to  which 
he  belongs,  or  in  consequence  of  sickness." 


On  this  motion  a  debate  of  some  length  took  place,  in 
which  Messrs.  DRAYTON,  SUTHERLAND,  HALL, 
WHITTLESEY,  CHILTON,  and  CARSON,  engaged. 

Mr.  CAKSON,  as  he  said,  in  order  to  put  the  question 
to  rest,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  debate,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  CHILTON  required  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered  accordin^y  by  the  House. 
Being  taken,  they  stood — yeas  50,  nays  135. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  subject  on  Uic  table. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  inibrming 
that  that  body  u  as  now  sitting  as  a  high  court  of  imp 
peachment:  whereupon, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  proceeded  to  the  Senate,  to  attend  the  trial 
of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck.  Having  returned, 
tbe  committee  reported  progress}  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

MosBAT,  jAVVAmi  24. 
THE  JUDICIARY. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  submitted  a  report  from  the  majority  of 
that  committee,  on  the  question  of  repealing  the  25lh  sec- 
tion of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789,  accompanied  by  a  bill 

to  repeal  the  25th  section  of  tlic  jii£mry  act  of  4th 
September,  1789." 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  from  tlie  same  committee,  was  de- 
sirous to  present  the  report  of  the  minority  of  tlie  rom- 
mittee;  but  the  Speaker  stated  that  tlie  question  must  first 
be  put  on  the  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  first  time,  and  a  motion  made 
fin*  its  second  reading;  when 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  agun  moved  for  leave  to  present 
the  report  of  the  minority  of  the  committeci  but  the 
Chair  stated  that,  as  the  House  could  not  entertain  two 
motions  at  a  time,  that  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  wa.s  not  now  in  order.  He  could  have  an 
opportunity  hereafter  to  prc^nt  the  report. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  moved  the  rejection  of  the  bill,  and 
on  his  motion  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  question  would  be  on 
now  giving  the  bill  its  second  reading;  and,  if  the  House 
refused  to  order  it  to  be  read  a  second  time,  it  vould 
amount  to  a  rejection  of  it. 

On  the  motion  to  read  a  second  time,  Mr.  DOD- 
DR1UGE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays:  pending  which 
demand, 

A  message  was  received  from  tlie  Senate,  informing 
that  that  body  was  now  sitting  as  a  high  court  of  im- 
peachment: whereupon, 

The  House  then,  on  motion,  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  proceeded  to  the  Senate,  to 
attend  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck. 
Having  returned,  the  committee  reported  pn^^ss;  and 

The  House  ac^ourned; 

TrsBDAT,  Jaituart  35- 
.    THE  JUDICIARY. 

Afler  disposing  of  a  variety  of  morning  business,  the 
bill  yestei-day  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, "to  repeal  the  25th  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of 
1789,"  was  taken  up — the  question  being  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  South  Carolina,  hoped  tlie  bill  would 
be  allowed  now  to  be  read  tbe  sccoiul  time,  and  that  it 
would  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  next; 
which  motion  he  made. 

The  SPEAKKR  sudthe  bill  could  not  take  that  course, 
unless  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Doddbisok] 
would  consent  lo  withdraw  his  opposition. 
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He  Judiciary. 


[U.  OT  B- 


Mr.  I>ODDRIDOB  wmilil  not  conwat. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  »ddr«6sed  the  House.  He  said  the 
meaiure  proposed  was  one  of  gremt  importance,  i^nd  he 
wished  to  ^ive  an  opportuiut^  Tor  members  of  the  Hotise 
to  express  their  opinions  on  it  Treely  and  fully,  and  that 
their  remarks  raig-ht  be  sent  to  the  people.  He  was  op- 
posed  to  hasty  legislation  on  important  matters?  but  if  the 
gentleman  from  Virpnia  vrould  withdraw  his  opposition 
to  the  second  reading,  he  would  move  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  Tuesday  next.  Such  a  mo* 
tion,  he  presumed,  would  not  be  in  order  now. 

The  speaker—No.  The  chair  wiU  read  the  rule  of 
the  House,  for  the  infortaation  of  gentlemen. 

{The  SPEAKER  here  read  tlie  rule,  as  follows:] 

"The  first  reading  of  aWU  shall  be  for  inforitiation; 
and,  if  opposition  be  nude  to  it,  tlie  question  shall  be, 
•  Shall  this  bill  be  rejectedl'  If  no  oppontkm  be  made, 
or  if  the  qoestifln  to  rrieet  be  negatired,  the  bill  shall  go 
to  its  second  reading  without  aquestion." 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  now  consented  to  withdraw  his  op- 
position. 

Mr.  BATES  inc^uired  whether,  if  the  considenition  f>f 
the  bill  was  postponed  to  Tuesday  next,  it  could  then  be 
considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.' 

The  SPEAKER  said,  that,  after  the  bill  had  been  read' 
a  Kcond  time,  it  could  go  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wbole, 
or  be  otherwise  dispofled     as  the  House  might  direct. 

Mr.  MARTIN  laid,  the  gentleman  from  Fenn^lvania 
bad  expressed  bis  willingness  to  have  a  free  and  ftill  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject,  and  the  gentleman  fr<Hn  Virginia 
had  no  desire  to  smother  it.  He  [Mr.  M.]  had  been  listen- 
big  for  leasons  why  the  bill  should  not  take  the  ordinary 
course,  but  bad  heard  none.  The  bill  was  one  of  vast 
importance,  and  be  was  also  in  &vor  of  a  free  and  full 
<£aeuasion.  Be  should  be  sorry  that  the  bill  should  take 
m  course  to  prevent  his  hearing  the  views  of  gentlemen 
on  the  Bubjeet;  and  he  was  not  sure  that  be  should  not 
take  part  in  a  Jiacussion  himself.  He  did  not  intend  now, 
however,  to  commit  himself. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  had  no  disposition*  on  this  or 
any  other  occanon,  to  prevent  tlic  freest  discusnon  of  the 
matter  before  the  House.  It  was  for  tlie  purpose  of  as- 
miriag  hinseir,  on  the  contnuy,  that  a  queatioa  should  be 
taken  on  this  bill  at  the  ptetent  aeimon,  that  he  had  pro- 
posed its  postponement  to  this  da;^  week.  It  would  thus 
come  up  for  eon»deration,  as  business  of  course,  on  that 
day.  The  bill  will  be,  on  that  day,  precisely  in  the  ntua- 
tton  in  which  it  is  at  this  moment.  '  It  will  stand  higher 
on  the  calendar  tlian  it  would  do  were  we  now  to  refer 
it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
If,  on  that  day*  it  should  be  thought  an  expedient  course, 
the  bill  can  then  be  referred  to  a  Comreuttee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  as  well  as  now.  We  all  know 
that  there  are  many  subjects  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  tinton,  and  we  know  that 
there  is  a  vast  mass  of  lumber  there  too.  If  ihis  subject 
were  referred  to  that  committee,  Mr.  B.  said,  such  an  ex- 
pression of  the  opinion  of  this  House  upon  it,  as  is  due  to 
Its  imptHtance,  and  moat  be  expected  by  the  nation*  vrould 
not  be  obtsined  at  the  present  sesrion. 

Mr.  STORRS,  of  Netf  York,  asked  whetlier  the  ques- 
tion upon  the  second  reading  or  rejection  of  a  bill  was 
not  a  question  open  to  discussion.  [The  SPEAKER  an- 
swered that  it  was.]  If  so,  sud  Mrr  S.,  then  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  and  all  others,  would  tuve  as 
fiiil  opportunity  as  th^  desired  to  debate  it,  without  re- 
ferrii^  &t  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  DODDRIDCE  said  that  his  objection  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill  was  prompted  by  the  same  motives  as 
had  influenced  the  course  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn' 
sylvania,  vix.  that  he  might  have  it  in  his  power  to  debate 
and  decifle  upon  this  bill.  He  gave  way  only  to  allow  of 
the  motion  for  postponement,  and  for  no  other  purpose. 


He  should  not  have  made  the  oluection  to  the  second  read- 
ing, but  that  he  might  subject  the  bill  to  debate,  loten^ng. 
himself  fully  to  discuss  it. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  asked  how  this  bill  came  to  be  reported. 
Was  there  any  petition  or  any  instniction  to  the  conmutr 
tee  to  bring  this  subject  now  before  tiie  House?  If  the 
people  of  the  United  States  do  notask  us  to  do  this  tUng, 
siud  he,  we  ought  not  to  take  it  up  at  all. 

Mr.  DANIEL  said  that  the  Judiciary  committee  had 
been  instructed,  by  a  special  resolution,  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  or  modifying  the  35th  sec- 
tion orthe  judiciary  actt  and,  on  considering  the  subject, 
they  had  come  to  the  resolution  that  it  ougttt  to  be  re- 
pealed. Mr.  D.  had  no  objection  to  the  proposed  post- 
ponement for  a  week,  by  which  time  every  member 
would  be  prepared  to  express  bis  opinion  upon  be 
supposed. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said,  if  there  was  a  majority  of  the 
House  disposed.to  obtain  a  deciaon  of  this  question,  tbey 
could,  at  any  time,  get  at  it  by  goinig  into  a  Committee 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  diould  it  be  refer* 
red,  as  he  thouf^t  it  ought  to  be,  to  that  committee, 
where  it  could  be  more  freely  discussed  than  in  the  House. 
This  mode  of  disposing  of  the  bill,  he  thou^t,  was  better 
suited  also  to4:he  gravity  arid  importance  m  the  question, 
than  the  other  mode  proposed. 

Mr.  IblARTIN  said  be  should  not  have  risen  ihKWII*  biit 
that  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  and  Fennsylvaniaseemed 
to  think  that  he  was  disposed  to  avoid  a  deci«on  upon  the 
bill  at  the  present  session.  Mr.  M.  ^id  he  had  no  such 
wish.  But  he  could  not  but  say  that  it  was  a  little  re- 
markable that  a  bill  of  this  importance  should  be  disposed 
of  in  a  mode  different  from  the  treatment  of  any  other 
bill  unce  he  had  had  a  seat  on  this  floor.  Was  this  the 
ordinary  mode  in  which  bills  were  opposed?.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  had  ssid  that  be  bad  made  the  mo- 
tion to  reject  this  bill,  because  it  was  a  debatable  one. 
But  certamly  all  would  admit  that,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  discussion  would  be  more  full,  more  free, 
and  over  a  wider  field.  If  the  opinion  entertained  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virpnia,  on  this  subject,  was  common 
to  a  majority  of  the  House,  be  could  at  any  time  obtain 
a  vote  to  go  i^to  committee  upon  it.  The  gentleman 
shakes  his  head:  but  he  can,  at  any  time,  move  to  go  into 
committee  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  because  such  a  mo- 
tion has  preference  oves  any  other.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  advocates  of  tiic  bill  will  not  shrink  from  the  inves- 
tigation of  its  object.  They  have  no  de»re  to  avoid  a 
decision  upon  it,  and  will  unite  witii  its  opponents  in 
bringing  it  on. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  sud  that,  as  one  member  of  the 
House,  he  should  be  very  much  gratified  to  have  this  sub- 
ject discussed.  But  he  wished  to  see  the  bill  placed  in 
such  a  Ktuation  as  to  allow  of  an  amendment  being  offered 
to  it,  for  a  modification  of  the  25th  section  of  the  old  law, 
which  he  should  prefer  to  a  total  repeal  of  it.  Let  the  blU 
be  read  a  second  time,  said  he,  and  then  be  postponed. 
When  it  should  be  agsdn  taken  up,  it  would  then  be  open 
to  amendment. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  said  that  he  coniidercd  the  mea- 
sure proposed  by  tiiis  bill  to  be  of  as  much  importance  as 
if  it  were  a  proposition  to  repeal  the  Union  of  these  States; 
and  for  that  reason  he  could  not,  with  his  consent,  suffer 
it  to  take  the  course  of  an  ordinary  bill.  If  the  House 
should  overrule  the  proportion  of  tlie  gentleman  from 
Pennqrlvania,  Mr.  D.  said  be  should  then  renew  opposi- 
tion to  the  second  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  said  that  he  should  regret  any 
delay  by  tiiis  House  of  a  decision  upon  a  question  so  mo-  , 
mentous  as  this.  It  was  because  of  its  overwhelming 
magnitude  .that  he  would  have  it  acted  upon  forthwith.  He 
did  not  believe  that  tlwre  was  a  gentieman  within  hearing 
of  his  v<MCe,  who  had,  at  this  moment,  any  doubt  upon 
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hk  own  mii^  m  to  what  bis  rote  would  be  on  this  ques- 
tion. It  leemed  dednble  to  Wm,  in  every  view,  tfiat  this 
question  should  be  at  once  decided. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  KenlDcky,  said  he  should  vote  in 
bvor  of  postponement. 

[Here  the  hoiir  for  mtrniioK'  bunness  expired-] 
By  leave  of  the  House,  Mr.  BUCHANAN  then  presented 
tlie  report  of  the  minority  of  the  Judidary  committee 
^aiiHt  the  measure  propoeed.  and  tfant,  togeuier  with  the 
report  of  tfae  majority  of  the  combittce,  were  ordered  to 
be  prmted. 

JUDGE  PECK. 

The  hour  of  twelve  was  here  announced  by  the  Chair, 
and  the  House,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  KLibtiit 
at  Its  head,  proceeded  to  attend  the  high  court  of  im- 
peacbment.  Havinff  returned,  the  committee  reported 
proeresst  and 

"nt  House  adjourned. 

'WSDVXSDAT,  jAItCAaT  36. 

DUTIES  ON  IRON. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  niemorial  of  citizens  of  the 
city  and  coun^  of  Philadelphia — mechanics,  employed  in 
various  branches  of  the  manufacture  of  iron,  viz.  steam 
ennne  makers,  anchor  and  chain  smiths,  Aipsmiths,  ma- 
clumsta,  founders,  hardware  manufacturers,  edge  tool 
makers,  locksnuths,  coach  and  wagon  smiths,  urriers, 
and  blacksmiths,  praying  that  such  a  modification  of  the 
existing  tariff  of  duties  on  iron,  as  therein  set  forth,  may 
be  adopted;  wluch  memorial  was,  on  motion,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Hanufketurea. 

MILITIA  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committer  on 
the  Militia,  reported  a  bill  *' for  the  better  organization 
of  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia)*'  which  was 
twice  read. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  said  that  this  bill  was,  he  be- 
Ueved,  of  an  unexceptionable  nature,  and  its  provisions 
were  much  needed  by  the  people  of  this  District.  Among 
other  things,  it  proposes  to  authorize  the  Becretaiy  of 
War  to  select  places  of  depot  for  the  preservation  of  the 
arms  of  the  United  States,  placed  in  the  bands  of  the 
nulitia,  and  to  employ  persons  to  take  care  of  the  same; 
but  for  these  purposes  it  proposes  no  direct  appropriation, 
though  probsAly  some  expense  might  be  the  consequence. 
Under  tnese  circiumstances,  Mr.  T.  inquired  of  the  Speak- 
er whether  the  rules  of  the  House  would  require  that  the 
bill  should  go  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  [The 
SPEAKER  answered  in  the  negative.]  It  was  considered 
■o  important  that  something  should  be  dune  on  this  sub- 
ject, Mr.  T.  aud,  that  he  wished  to  have  Uie  bill  go  to  a 
third  reading  without  delajr.  The  bill  of  the  last  sesnon 
on  ttus  subject  eontsined  some  provinons  which  ^gave 
some  tittia  disquietude  to  some  of  the  citizens.  A'  con- 
vention of  ofBcers  of  the  militia  had,  however,  examined 
this  bill,  and  some  alterations  had  been  made,  but  he 
thought  not  material  ones,  which  made  the  bill  more 
acceptable  to  the  people.  He  moved  that  the  bill  be 
engrossed,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

After  a  suggestion  from  the  Chair,  Mr.  T.  waived  his 
motion,  and  wc  bill  was  made  the  special  order  of  the  day 
for  Monday  next,  when  the  question  will  be  upon  order- 
ing it  to  be 'engrossed. 

DUTIES  ON  IRON. 
Hr.  SPEIGHT,  of  North  Carolina,  adverting  to  a  me- 
morial i^inst  tbe  duty  on  iron,  which  had  been  this 
morning  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  and 
alluding  to  the  right  of  tile  people  to  petition  this  House, 
implying  a  right  to  a  hearing  upon  their  petition,  said,  that 
it  mm  a  weltJcnown  ftet  tint  »  largo  proportion  of  the 


Committee  on  Manuftcturea  was  opposed  to  a  reduction 
of  tfae  duties^  not  only  upon  iron,  but  upon  every  other 
article  of  import.  Iron,  he  sud,  was  an  article  of  univer- 
sal use  and  consumption;  and  when  it  was  proposed  to 
reduce  Ihe  tax  upon  it,  all  the  people  were  interested,  and 
entided  to  be  beard  without  prejudice  upon  the  subject. 
Seeing  that  the  Committee  on  klanufactures  had  prejudg- 
ed the  case,  be  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  referring 
the  petition  to  that  cumnuttee,  in  order  tiiat  it  nugfat  be 
referred  to  the  Commttee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  expressed  his  hope  that  the  propoAion 
would  not  be  reconsidered.  The  petition  had  gone  to 
the  proper  committee,  raised  for  (he  express  pwpose  of 
taking  cognizance  of  matters  of  this  kind.  Ilie  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  had  said  it  was  wrong  to  refer 
a  memorial  upon  any  subject  to  a  committee  that  had  pre- 
judged the  case.  Allow  me  to  sav,  sud  Mr.  R.,  that  the 
Xomnuttee  of  Ways  and  Means  iiaa  as  mudi  pmjudged 
the  case  as  the  Committee  on  Manuftctores.  1  cannot 
consent  that  this  petition  shall  take  any  other  direction 
than  that  which  has  already  been  givtn  to  it.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Hanu&ctures  is  established  by  mle,  and  ap- 
pointed by  the  Speaker  expressly  to  take  cognizance  of 
|uch  questions.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  is 
"stablubed  and  appointed  to  devise  the  Ways  and  means 
of  bringing  money  into  the  treasiirj  (  and  I  have  alwaj-s 
thouB^lt  it  not  the  proper  committee  to  send  questions  of 
this  Kind  to.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  ought 
not  to  take  cognizance  of  such  maUers,  unless  specially 
sent  to  them;  and,  when  so  sent,  tliey  ought  to  move 
to  be  discharged  from  them,  as  not  being  within  their 
province. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  (chjurman  of  tbe  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means)  said  that,  in  reference  to  the  matter  of  pie- 
judging  the  question,  the  two  committeei  referred  to 
were  upon  precisely  the  same  footing.  It  wu  wcD 
known,  he  said,  that  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
take  one  view  of  this  stibject,  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures another.  He  understood  the  object  of  tlic  ho- 
norable mover,  however,  to  be,  that  the  matter  of  the 
petition  diould  be  fairly  investigated.  He  understood, 
moreover,  that  one  of  ttie  petitionens  perhaps  one  of  the 
most  intelligent  practical  mechamcs  in  the  United  Statei^ 
is  now  here,  with  materials  and  evidence  prepared  to  sus- 
tain his  views  before  any  committee  to  whom  the  memo- 
rial should  be  referred.  All  that  Mr.  McO.  desired  to 
understand,  tlterefbre,  was,  whether  the  Committee  on 
Manu&ctures  would  give  a  fair  hearing  to  the  memorial- 
ists. If  they  would,  ne  bad  no  objection  to  the  subject 
going  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  HALLART  (chairman  of  tbe  Cononittee  on  Ma- 
miftetures)  referred  to  tbe  rules  of  Uie  House  for  the 
appcnnting  of  committees,  and  the  specification  of  their 
duties.  He  remarked,  however,  tliat,  when  particular 
subjects  were  referred  to  committees,  they  might  be  in 
favor  of  a  part  of  them,  and  have  strong  objectiom  to 
other  portions.  The  Speaker,  in  the  appointment  of 
committee^  could  notalways  know  the  aentmients  of  mem- 
bers, nor  oould  he  tell  to  what  particubir  dednon  they 
would  come  on  the  matters  refeired  to  their  conndera* 
tion.  The  question  seemed  to  be,  what  was  tiic  proper 
duties  to  he  performed  by  the  Committee  on  Maimfac- 
tures.  He  [Mr.  M.]  was  not  disposed  to  prejudge  the 
present  case;  he  would  say,  nevertheless,  that  all  matters 
referred  to  the  committee  of  wluch  he  had  the  honor  to 
be  oht^man,  would  reeare  tiie  undivided  attention  of 
that  committee)  and  he  should  take  great  pleasure,  bodi 
as  chairman  of  the  committee  and  as  a  member  of  the 
House,  if  the  subject  now  under  consideration  was  refer- 
red to  that  committee,  in  directing  his  attention  to  it,  and 
giving  it  the  fullest  posubte  investigation. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania,  made  a  few  <Aserra- 
tionmgalnat  the  reconuderatttm.   He  had  no  doub^  when 
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the  House  was  disposed  to  »ct  upon  the  subject,  it  would 
do  so  without  considering  whether  »nj  proposition  con< 
cemine  it  came  from  One  committee  or  Mother.  For 
himself,  he  was  opposed  to  the  measure  proposed,  by 
whatever  committee  it  might  be  recommendedf  and  he 
■till  continiMd  to  tlunk  that  the  Committee  on  Manufitc- 
tures  wu  tiie  c<Kiuniltee  to  wtuch  it  had  been  properly 
reftrred. 

Hr.  CAHBRELENG,  of  New  York,  said,  after  the  de- 
claration made  by  the  gentleman  at  the  bead  of  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Manufactures,  that  the  subject  would  be  fully 
investigated  before  that  committee,  be  hoped  tbe  ^n- 
tleman  from  North  Carolina  would  withdraw  his  motion. 
Ttui,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  one  of  the  most  important  nib- 
jects  ever  presented  to  this  House;  and  a  proper  investi- 
gation into  it  would  show  how  imperfect  is  this  tariff  of 
ours,  which  had  been  said  to  be  one  of  the  most  perfect 
in  the  world.  These  petitioners  (ell  you  that  tney  are 
taxed  twice  the  value  of  their  manufacture,  and  that  they 
must  be  prostrated  unless  the^  get  some  relief  from  you. 
It  is  thus  seen  how  important  ts  this  inquiry. 

Hr.  HUNTINGTON,  of  ConnecUcut,  laid  that  this  was 
not  the  time  to  determine  whether  the  complunt  of  the 
memoriaUflts  be  or  be  not  well  founded.  But  It  would  be 
recollected  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  session  this 
whole  subject  had  been  referred  to  the  standing  Commit- 
tee on  Uaiiufactures,  from  wliom  the  effect  of  the  pro- 
posed  reference  to  another  committee  would  be  to  take 
It  away.  Tlua,  he  thought,  was  not  a  usual  if  a  deco- 
rous procedure.'  The  subject  would,  he  had  no  doubt, 
TCccive,  before  the  standing  comnuttee,  a  full  and  fua 
investigation. 

Mr.  J.  S.  BARBOUR,  of  Virginia,  (one  of  the  mcm- 
bera  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,)  took  this  occa- 
won  to  say  that,  as  was  known  to  the  House,  a  report  had 
been  made  from  that  committee,  and  a  counter  report  lutd 
been  presented  by  the  minority.    With  the  greatest  re- 

rit  for  ihe  gen^emen  compoaing  these  two  divinons  of 
cepinuttee,  he  b.egged  leave  here  to  say  that  he  dis- 
sented both  from  the  m^ority  and  the  minority. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  then  rose,  and,  in  eonsequehce  of  what 
had  fallen  from  the  memb«s  of  the  Committee  on  Maiiu- 
ftcturo,  wididrew  hit  motion  for  leeonrideration. 

COMPENSATION  OP  MEMBERS. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  joint 
refolutisn  **  rdstive  to  Ae  pay  of  members  of  Congreas!** 
togetfav  witit  the  inrtructions  proposed  to  be  sent  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  ExpentUtures  when  that  resolution 
was  last  under  consideration. 

Mr.  SUTHEK1.AND  nXA  a  few  words  in  explanation 
of  what  had  fallen  from  him  on  a  preceding  day;  when 

Mr.  HALL  proposed  a  modification  of  the  instructions, 
by  adding  to  them  a  proviso  that  the  bill,  proposed, 
tliould  not  have  a  retroactive  operation. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  wu  opposed  to  the  recommitment  of 
the  TCsdatioR;  and  cdlea  for  the  yeaa  and  naya  on  the 
question. 

[Here  the  hour  fbrmoming  bumnesa-expired.} 
On  motionof  Mr.  SPENCER,  of  New  York,  three  thou 
■and  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  cultivation  of  sugar 
cane,  and  the  manufacture  of  brown  sugar,  recently  tnuis- 
mitted  to  Congresa,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JUDGE  PECK. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  tiie 
Whole,  Mr.  Mabtiw  in  the  chair,  and  proceeded  to  at 
tend  the  trial  before  the  high  court  of  im'peachment. 
Having  returned,  the  committee  reported  progress;  and 

The  House  adjourned. 


COMPENSATION  OF  MEMBERS  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  jmnt 
resolution  "relative  to  the  pay  of  members  of  Congreas,*' 
together  with  the  motion  to  recommit  the  resolution  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures,  with  certain  in- 
structions. 

The  yeas  and  naya  were  yesterday  called  for  by  Mr. 
HoFFHAir,  on  the  question;  but  this  day  the  House  refus- 
ed to  order  them- 

After  some  discusnon,  the  previous  question  was  de- 
manded, and  tlie  demand  ww  sustained  by  the  House. 
[The  effect  of  the  prevtoui  queation  was  to  supersede 
the  motion  for  recommitment  with  instructions,  om  bring 
the  question  directly  before  the  House  on  the  passage  <n 
the  joint  resolution.] 

The  main  (Question  being  put  in  the  ft>llowing  form: 
"Shall  the  Joint  resolution  pass?"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Angel,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Noyes  Barber,  Barnwell, 
B;irtley,  Bates,  Baylor,  Beekman/j.  Blair,  Bockee,  Boon, 
Borst,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Surges,  Butman,  Ca- 
hoon,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carson,  Chandler,  Chil- 
ton, Claiborne,  Clay,  Condlct,  Conner,  Cooper,  Cowles, 
Craig,  Crane,  Crawfonl,  Crockett,  Creighton,  Croche- 
ron,  Daniel,  Davenport,  W.  It.  Davis,  Deberry,  Denny, 
Desha,  De  Witt,  Dickinson,  Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Dra- 
per, Drayton,  Duncan,  Dwight^  Eager,  Elarll,  Ellsworth, 
G.  Evans,  Horace  Everett,  Findlay,  Finch,  Ford,  Forward, 
Foster,  Fry,  Gordon,  6recn,  Hall,  Hammona,  Harvey, 
Hawkins,  Hayncs,  Hodges,  Holland,  HoffVnan,  Hubbard, 
Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  Ingersoll,  Thomas  Irwin,  Jar- 
vis,  It.  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kennon, 
Kincaid,  Perkins  King,  Lamar,  Lrf-a,  Leavitt,  Lecompte, 
Lent,  Letcher,  Loyall,  Lumpkin,  L^on,  M:^e,  Mallary« 
MartiiKlale,  M»rtin,  I'homas  Maxwell,  Lewis  Maxwell, 
McCreery,  McCoy,  Mercer\  Mitcliell,  Monell,  Muhlen- 
berg, Nuckolls,  Overton,  Pettis,  Folk,  Potter,  Powers, 
Ramsey,  Rcncher,  lUchardson,  Roane,  Russcl,  Scott, 
William  fl.,  Shepard,  Aug.  11.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sill, 
Smith,  Speight,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Richard  Spencer, 
Stanbery,  Standefer,  Sterigcre,  Siephcns,  William.  L.  ' 
Storrs,  Strong,  Swann,  Swift,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Test, 
Wiley  Thompson,  J.  Thomson,  Tracy,  Trexvant,  Tucker, 
Vance,  Varmim,  Verplanck,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Whittlesey, 
C.  P.  White,  Wickliffe,  Wilde,  WiUiams,  Wilson,  Win- 
gate,  Yancey,  Young. — 159. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  John  8,  Bai^our,  Coleman,  Crownin- 
shiekl,  Edward  Everett,  Gaitber,  Gorham,  Gfciin«^, 
Gurley,  Hinda,  Hugliea,  Leiper,  Miller,  Norton,  Patton, 
Pierson,  Rose,  Spri^,  Henry  R.  Storrs,  Sutherland,  Vin- 
ton, Edward  IX  White.-^l. 

S«  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence,  in  the  f<^lowing  form: 

"  Jieiohed  hy  the  Smote  and  Hoiue  of  Beprtaentatioa, 
That  the  rules  of  each  House  sliall  be  so  amended  as  Out 
it  shall  be  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  Scrgeant^at-arms  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives to  ascert.iin,  atthe  end  of  every  session  of  Congress, 
from  each  member  of  Congress,  or  delegate  from  a  terri- 
tory', the  number  bf  days  which  he  mav  have  been  absent 
from,  and,  not  in  attendance  upon,  tne  business  of  the 
Housej  and  in  settling  the  accounts  of  the  Senators,  mem- 
bers, and  delegates,  there  sitall  btf  deducted  from  the 
account,  or  amount  of  pay  for  each  session,  at  the  rate  of 
eight  dollars  per  day  for  evc>y  day  any  member'  of  either 
House,  or  delegate,  shall  have  been  absent,  except  by 
order,  on  business  of  the  House  to  which  he  belongs,  or 
in  consequence  of  sickneiis." 
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LANDS  BETWEEN  LUDLOW  &  ROBERTS'  LINES. 

The  House  then,  on  nwtionof  Mr.  STERIGERE,  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Howi.hd  in  the 
chair,  ftnd  took  up  the  bill  from  the  Sentte,  to  "  amend 
an  act  to  quiet  the  title  of  certain  purcha»era  of  lands  be- 
tween the  lines  of  Ltidtow  and  Roberts,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,"  together  with  certain  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 

[This  subject  has  been  long  before  Congrcs.^,  and  tlie 
debate  on  the  merits  of  the  case  repeatedly  published  in 
the  Intelligencer.  General  McArlhur  and  Philip  Dod- 
dridge, as  agents  for  olhers,  were  tlie  owners  of  certain 
lands  between  the  tines  of  Ludlow  and  Ilobcrts,  in  tlie 
State  of  Ohio.  These  lands  had  been  sold  to  other  indi- 
viduals by  tlie  United  States,  believing  them  to  be  a  part 
of  the  national  domain,  and  the  proceeds  were  paid  into 
the  treasury.  Under  this  state-of  things,  Doddridge  had 
commenced  suit  against  the  purchasers,  and  the  Ujiiti;d 
States  made  themselves  defendants  in  the  case.  In  the 
Supreme  Cour^  «  decision  was  made  in  favor  of  Dod- 
dridge. After  that  decision.  Congress  passed  an  act  for 
the  survey  of  the  lands,  and  autliorizine  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  appraise  their  value.  When  their 
report  was  made,  tlie  President  of  the  United  States  was 
authorized  to  treat  with  McArthur  and  Doddridge  for  a 
settlement  of  their  claims,  in  order  to  quiet  tlic  titles  of 
tliose  who  had  purchased  &otn  the  United  States.  McAr- 
thur agreed  to  receive  for  his  lands  the  valuation  fixed  by 
the  appraisers.  Doddridge  demanded  the  same  sum, 
with  interest,  that  had  been  paid  into  the  treasury.  An 
act  had  passed  Congress,  at  the  last  session,  appropriating 
A  sum  of  money  for  quieting  these  titles;  and  the  bill  at 
present  reported  was  to  make  a  further  appropriation,  to 
the  use  of  Mr.  Doddridge,  for  one  of  the  surveys,  which 
he  had  already  ceded  to  the  United  States,  but  for  which 
the  act  before  named  did  not  make  sufficient  compensation.] 

A  debate  of  some  duration  took  place  between  Messrs. 
STERIGERE,  McCOY,  WICKLIFFE,  VINTON,  and 
PETTIS.  U  consisted  chiefly,  however,  of  explanations, 
and  a  statement  of  the  principlca  on  which  the  bill  before 
the  House  was  founded.  Mr.  S  TERIGERE  moved  that 
the, proposed  amendments  be  rejected. 

Mr.  TKEZVANT  had  risen  to  apeak,  when 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate. 

The  SPEAKER  immediately  took  the  chwr,  and  the 
Secretai^  of  the  Senate  announced  that  that  body  was 
now  utting  as  a  high  court  of  impeaclunent. 

JUDGE  PECK. 
'  The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  MiKTiN  in  the  chair,  and  proceciled  to  the  Senate 
chamber,  to  attend  the  high  court  of  impeachment  sit- 
ting for  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck. 

Having  returned,  and  reported  progress, 

The  House  agmn  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  bill  whicli  was  before  that  committee  in  the  morning 
relative  to  lands  between  Ludlow  and  Roberts'  lines:  with 
out  continuing  the  debate,  tlie  committee  rose,  and  report- 
ed prioress,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

FmnAT,  Jawuaut  38. 

SURPLUS  RKVENUE. 

Mr.  POI^K,  from  tlie  select  committee  to  which  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  as 
reUitcs  to  i1k>  dislrihution  of  the  surplus  revenxie,  made  a 
report,  [sec  Appendlxi]  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  motion  was  made  to  print  C,OUCt  copies  of  the  report; 
vh'ch  motion  lies  one  day  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WUri'E,  of  New"  York,  moved  for  the  jirinting  of 
.",1)00  copies  of  the  repoits  of  llic  majority  and  minority 


of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary',  relative  to  repealing 
the  twent^-fiflh  Kction  of  the  judiciary  lav  of  1789; 
which  motion  lies  one  flay  '. 


THE  JUDICIARY. 

Mr.  LECOMPTE  submitted  the  following: 
Boohed,  That  tite  Committee  on  the  Juaidary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the 
constitution  or  the  United  States,  so  that  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  and  of  the  inferior  courts  slwll  hold  their 
respective  offices  fat  a  term  of  years. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  demanded  the  qneation  of  conn- 
deration,  and 

Mr.  VANCE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayi  on  the  ques- 
tion. , 

They  were  ordered  by  the  House,  and,  being  taken, 
stood  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Anrel,  Bay- 
lor, Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Boon,  Cambreleng, 
Carson,  Chandler,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  Conner,  Croche- 
ron,  Warren  H.  Davis,  Desha,  De  Witt,  Earll,  Findlay, 
Foster,  Frv,  Gordon,  Hall,  Halaey,  Harvey,  Haynes, 
Hinds,  Thomas  Irwin,  Jtrvis,  Cave  JohnsMi,  Perkins 
King,  Adam  King,  Lamar,  Lea,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  t<ewia, 
Liimpfcm,  McCreery,  McCoy,  Miller,  Nuckolls,  Ppttis, 
Potter,  Richardson,  Roane,  Scott,  Shields,  Standefer,  Ste- 
rigere,  Wiley  Thompson,  John  Thomson,  Tucker,  Wayne, 
Weeks,  Wickliffe,  Yancey.— 61. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Armstrong,  Ar- 
nold, Noyes  Barber,  John  3.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barrin- 
ger,  Bai-tley,  Beekman,  Bouklin,  Brodhead,  Browi^ 
Surges,  Butman,  Cahoon,  Clay,  Condict,  Cooper,  Coul- 
ter, Cowlcs,  Craig,  Ci4ne,  Crawford,  Crockett,  Creigh- 
ton,  Crowninshield,  Davenport,  John  Davis,  Deberry, 
Denny,  Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Draper,  Drayton,  Dimcan, 
Dwight,  Eagep,  Ellsworth,  George  Evans,  Joshua  Evans, 
Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Finch,  For*ard,  Gil- 
more,  Gorham,  Green,  Grennell,  HempbiH,  Hodges, 
Holland,  Hoffman,  Howard,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Huntin^on, 
Ihrie,  Ingersoll,  Johns,  Kendall.  Kennon,  Kincaid,  Leiper, 
Lent,  Loyall,  Hidlarr,  Martindale,  Martin,  Thomas  Max- 
well, Lewis  Maxwell,  McDuffie,  Mclntire,  Mitchell,  Mo- 
nell,  Muhlenberg,  Norton,  Patton,  Pcarce,  Pierson,  Polk, 
Ramsey,  Reed,  Rose,  Russel,  Sanford,  Wm.  B.  Shepard, 
Aug.  H.  Shcpperd,  Sill,  Smith,  Speight,  Ambrose  Spen- 
cer, Richard  Spencer,  Stanbery,  H.  H.  Stwrs,  W.  L. 
Storrs,  Strong,  Sutheriaod,  Swann,  Swift,  Taylor,  Test, 
Trezvant,  Vance,  Vamum,  Verplanck,  Vinton,  Washing- 
ton, Whittlesey,  C.  P.  White,  E.  D.  White,  WiWe,  Wil- 
liams, Wilson,  Wingate,  Young. — 115. 

So  the  Hduse  refused  to  conuder-the  resoluthm. 

EXPENSES  OF  THE  IMPEACHMENT. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  sUted  tVkat  the  witnesses  attending 
on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck  could  not  be  discbamd  until 
they  were  piud.  It  was  highly  necessary,  therefore,  that 
the  House  sliould  act  upon  the  bill  wfaid)  he  bad  Ecported 
this  morning;  and  he  moved  to  suspend  the  conwleratiOD 
of  any  other  business  on  the  table,  for  the- purpose  of 
talcing  up  tlie  bill  to  which  he  referred.  . 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Dwiobt  in  the  chair, 
and  took  u|)  the  bili  ■'  making  provision  for  the  compen- 
sation of  the  witnesses,  and  oth«-  expenica  attending  the 
trial  of  Judge  Peck,"  together  with  the  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

[The  gross  sum  proposed  to  be  appropriated  by  the 
Senate's  bill,  amounted  to  ^12,000;  by  the  proposed 
amendments,  that  amount  was  increased  to  $13,^00.] 

Mr.  POLK  said,  the  bill  provided  for  the  compensation 
of  the  witnesses,  both  on  the  part  of  the-.Umted  States 
and  the  respondent.  In  nil  State  prosecutions,  the  defend- 
ant always  paid  his  own  witnesses,  and  he  thuugtit  tlic 
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United  States  would  do  enough  to  compensate  the  wit- 
nesses on  the  part  of  the  prosecution.  Ue  requested 
infomution  as  to  what  bad  been  the  usa^  in  ftsmer  cases 
of  impeachment  under  this  Government. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  replied  .thut,  in  the  coae  of  Judge 
Chase,  the  United  States  had  paid  the  witnesses  on  both 
sides.  He  was  not  positive  as  to  the  other  cases. .  He 
would  remark,  that  it  would  tend  to  the  utter  ruin  of  any 
individual  brought  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
for  trial,  if  he  were  to  be  compelled  to  compensate  his 
own  witnesses,  it  was  right  and  proper  that  the  Govern- 
ment  should  pay  alt  the  witnesses  attending  trials  of  im- 
peachments; and  whether  Judge  Peck  shtudd  or  diould 
not  be  cleared,  it  was  obvious  that,  if  he  were  to  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  his  witnesses,  he  was  a  ruined  man. 

Mr.  CARSON  was  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  proposed  to  be 
amended.  Ue  remarke<l,  that  if  a  precedent  was  now 
established,  that  the  United  Btates  were  not  to  pay  wit- 
nesses on  behalf  of  the  persons  Accused  in  trials  of  im- 

Seachment,  no  future  prosecution  would  take  place, 
owever  aggravated  migKt  be  the  offence  committed.  No 
man  would  undertake  it.  There  was  no  analogy  between 
the  orthnary  triids  in  the  States  and  a  trial  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States.  In  the  latter)  witnesses  had  gene 
rally  to  be  brought  from  a  distance,  oAen  very  great,  as 
in  the  present  case,  and  their  detention  here  was  both 
long  4na  expensive.  What  posulile  chance  was  there, 
he  would  ask,  that  an  individual  could  clear  himself  of  an 
alleged~crime,if  he  was  obliged  to  pay  his  own  witncssjes? 
No  man  could  clear  himself,  for  no  man  could  afford  the 
expense.  In  his  opinion,  for  the  United  States  to  refuse 
to  pay  witnesses  in  trials  of  the  kind  referred  to,  would 
amount  to  a  ^outive  denial  of  justice,  &.e. 

The  question  was  now  demanded;  and,  being  put  on 
the  amendments  offered  by  the  Judiciary  committee,  they- 
were  agreed  to. 

The  tiommittee  then  rose,  and  xeporied  the  bill  as 
amended;  the  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrov. 
LANDS  BETWEEN  LUDLOW  Ec  ROBERTS*  LINES. 

The  House  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  bill  "  to  amend  the  act  to  quiet  the  title  of  purchasers 
of  the  public  lands  between  the  lines  of  Ludlow  and  Re 
bcrts,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  Mr,  Howabd  in  the  chair. 

Some  further  conversation  took  place  between  Merars. 
TREZVANT.  WICKUFFE,  and  VINTON,  when  the 
unendments  proposed  by  the  Committee  on'Frivate  Land 
Claims  were  disagreed  to,  and  the  committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House. 

The  House  concurred  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
in  rejecting  the  proposed  amendments,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  tturd  time  faHnorrow. 

JUDGE  PECK. 

The  hour  of  13  having  arrived,  the  House  again  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Mabtix 
in  the  chair,  and  proceeded  to  the  Senate,  to  attend,  be- 
fore the  high  court  of  impeachment,  the  trial  of  Judge 
Feck.    Having  returneil,  and  reported  progren^ 

The  House  adjourned. 

.  Satubdat,  Jasdart  29. 

THE  JUDICIARY. 

Tlic  bill  to  repeal  the  2it1i  section  oftiie  Judiciary  act, 
passed  on  the  4tU  September,  1789,  coming  up  as  the 
nnt  business  of  the  inorniiig,  tiie  question  being  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Bucbaxas  to  postpone  the  motion  that  the 
bill  be  read  a  second  time  to  Tuesday  next^ 
Hr.  CRAWFORD  rose,  and,  afler  a  few  remarks,  de- 
t  nianded  tJic  previous  question;  which  was  tlie  motion  of 
Ur.  DooDBiDOB  tiiat  ttte  bill  be  rejected. 


The  demand  was  sustained  hy  the  House— yeas  81, 

nays  69. 

The  question  was  then  put,  "Shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put'*' 

And  it  was  determined  ia  the  Bffirnifttive--^eas  75, 

nays  68. 

Mr.  CRAWFORD  moved  for  a  call  of  the  House— 
which  motion  prevailcdi  when  it  was  ascertained  that 
there  were  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  members  present. 

Mr.  MERCER  then  moved  to  dispense  witli  furtlter 
proceedings  in  the  call;  but  tKe  motion  was  negMivcd.  ^ 

The  jiames  of  absentees  on  the  first  call  were  then  call- 
ed over  a  second  time.  Several  of  them  answered  to 
their  names  and  excuses  were  made  for  others;  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three  members  were  now  ascertained  to 
be  present. 

The  doors  were  then  closed;  when. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  DWIGUT,  fiirtJier  proceedings  in 
the  call  were  suspended. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  viz.  "Shall  the  bill 
be  rejected?*' 

And  it  was  determined  in  the  afllirmattve,  as  follows; 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Armstrong,  AmoId,Bailey, 
Noyes  Barber,  John  S.  Barbour,  Barringer,  Bartley, 
Bntes,  Baylor,  Bcekman,  John  Blair,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borst, 
BrodheacC  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bui^s,  Butmaii,  Cahoon, 
Clulton,  Clark,  Condict,  Cocker,  Coulter,  Cowlcs,  Cndg, 
Crane,  Crawf<n4,  Crockett,  Creighton,  CrGcheron,Ci-owii< 
inshield,  John  Davis,  Deberry,  Denny,  De  Witt,  Dickin- 
son, Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Drayton,  Dwight,  Eaeer,  Earl), 
Ellswortl),^  G.  Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Evcret^ 
Findlay,  Finch,  Forward,  Fry,  Gilmore,  Gorham,  Green, 
Grennell,  Guriey,  Hblsey,  Hemphill,  Hodges,  Holland, 
Hoffman,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Ht^^cs,  Hunt,  Huntington, 
Ihrie,  Ingersoll,  Thomas  Irwin,  William  W.  Irvin,  Johna^ 
Cave  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kennon,  Kinciud,  Perkins  Kinf^ 
Adam  King,  Lcavilt,  Leiper,  Lent,  Letcher,  Hagee, 
Mallary,  Martindale,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McCreery,  McDuf- 
fie,  Mclntire,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Monell,  Muhlen- 
berg, Norton,  pearce,  Pierson,  Powers,  Reed,  Ricjiard- 
son.  Rose,  Russel,  Sanford,  Scott,  William  B.  Shepard, 
Augustine  H.  Sheppcrd,  Shields,  Sill,  Speisht,  Ambrose 
Spencer,  Richard  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Standefer,  Sterigere, 
Henry  R.  Storrs,  William  L.  Storrs,  Strong,  Sutherland, 
Swann,  Swift,  Taylor,  Test,  J.  Thomson,  Vance,  Var- 
mim,  VerpIanCk,  Vinton,  Washington,  Weeks,  Whittle, 
sey,  C.  P.  White,  Edward  D.  Wliite,  Williams,  Wilson, 
Wingate,  Young.— 138. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Angel, 
Barnwell,  Bell,  James  BLur,  Boiddin,  Cambreleng,  Camp- 
bell, Chandler,  Claiborne,  CUiy,  Coleman,  Conner,  Dan- 
iel, Davenport,  W.  R.  Davis,  Desha,  D^^)er,  Foster, 
tituther,  Gordon,  Hall,  Harvey,  Haynes,  Hinds,  Jarvi^ 
Richard  XI.  Johnson,  Lamar,  Lecompte,  Lewis,  Loyal], 
Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Martin,  Thomas  Maxwell,  McCoy, 
Nuckolls,  Overton,  Patton,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter,  Roane^ 
Wiley  Thompson,  Trezvant,  Tucker,  Wickliffe,  Wilde, 
Yancey. — 51. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

BROWN  SUGAR. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  cuiudderation  of  the  re<o- 
lution  submitted  by  Ur.  Hatbxs  some  days  since,  relative 
to  brown  sugar. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Louisiana,  said,  that,  when  this  subject 
before  came  up  in  order,  it  was  laid  over  for  a  specific 
object.  I  myself^  said  Mr.  W.,  moved  its  postponement, 
as  well  from  m^'  own  conviction  of  the  propne^  of  tiie 
step,  OS  at  tlie  instance  and  suggestion  of  some  outer  gen- 
tlemen. The  object  alluded  to  was,  to  let  in  a  report  on 
the  subject,  which  we  were  daily  expecting  to  rcceivo 
I  from  the  Treasury  Department  in  cotnpliance  with  a  call 
I  from  this  tlTouse.    Tliat  report,  air,  has  since  been  sent 
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in,  but,  being  of  aome  Tolume,  the  public  printer  hu  not 
hid  time  enough  to  Ifty  it  on  our  tables.  This  circum- 
rtauce  I  regret  as  much  u  any  one  can;  yet  it  does  present 
the  question,  how  fir  h  be  proper  to  proceed  without  it. 
Beveral  gentlemen  have  mentioned  the  subject  to  me; 
and  one  among  the  number  intimitted  that,  if  I  dkl  not 
move  its  fiirther  postponement,  he  woiiM.  A*  to  myself, 
it  does  appear  to  me  that  it  would  not  be  over  respectful 
to  the  gentleman  who  presides  in  the  department,  to  take 
iu)  heed  of  a  document  whif  h  we  have  caused  him  to  pre- 
'  pare  with  no  inconMdeTM>le  tabor.  Besides,  I  feel  that  1 
should  be  wantins'  in  deference  to  the  people  where  I 
lire,  if  I  neglecteoto  use,  and  to  imbue  Uie  House,  as  fiir  as 
depends  on  me,  witii  a  knowledge  of  tlic  fkcts  which  they 
liave  taken  to  much  pains  to  embody.  There  is  anotlier 
connderation :  we  are  bound  by  the  rule  we  have  adopted 
to  attend  in  the  Senate,  during  this  week,  on  the  debate 
of  the  inmeiwhment  we  have  preferred  against  Judge 
Peck,  llie  hand  on  the  dial  plate  imUcates  that  but  five 
mimites  could  now  be  allotted  to  the  subject  For  these 
reasons,  sir,  I  move  its  further  postponement  until  next 
Wednesday,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  be  then  taten  up, 
and  prosecuted  to  a  termination. 
The  motion  prevailed. 

The  resolution  heretofore  submitted  by  Mr.  Diiat- 
TOR,  calling^  on  the  Secretay  of  War  for  certain  infor- 
malion  relative  to  officers  of  the  army,  furloughs,  &c., 
was  conadered  and  agreed  to. 

The  resolntiona  heretofore  submitted  by  Mr.  Honojs, 
calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  State  for  certain  informa- 
tion, were  taken  up,  considered,  and  modified  to  read  as 
follows: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  inform  this  House  what  measures  have  been 
taken  by  the  Executive  in  relation  to  the  capture,  on  the 
4th  of  July,  1829,  of  the  ship  OtUatea,  late  of  the  port 
of  New  Bedfbrd,  by  a  Portuguese  naval  squadron  then 
blockading  the  island  of  Terceirat  and,  also,  \n  relation 
to  the  imprisonment  and  robbery  of  the  crew  of  said  sliip ; 
and  to  tlie  capture  of  other  American  vessels  under  the 
same  order  of  blockade. 

"  Sesofeed,  Thai  the  President  be  requested  to  lay  be- 
fore this  House  itny  correspondence  that  may  have  been 
had  touching  this  matter,  within  the  knowledge  or  pog- 
lession  of  the  Preudent,  not  incompatible  with  the  public 
interest." 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  H.  In  explanation  of  the 
object  of  the  resolutions,  they  were  ag^'ecdto,  as  modified. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  PoTTEn  a  few  days 
Since,  to  amend  the  rule  of  the  Huuse  which  limits  the 
diacuasion  of  resolutions  to  one  hour,  was  next  taken  up. 

Mr.  POTTER  was  going  on  to  sUte  the  reasons  which 
induced  him  to  offer  the  resolution,  and  explaining  the 
bad  effects  nf  the  present  rule,  when  he  wras  interrupted 
by  the  expiration  of  the  hour — elucidating,  as  he  said, 
the  inexpe^ency  of  the  rule,  and  exempli^tng  the  great 
disadvantages  tinder  which  members  labored. 

JUDGE  PECK. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Maktiv  in  the  chwr,  and  proceeded  to 
the  Senate,  to  attend  tlie  trial  of  Judge  Peck  before  the 
high  court  of  impeachment.  Having  retumedr  and  re- 
ported progress. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Moitoat,  Jaxoabt  31. 

Mr.  CROCKETT  presented  the  petition  of  three  Chero- 
kee Indians,  Who  are  entitled  to  reserves  of  six  hundred 
and  foxtf  acres  of  land  each,  and  moved  its  reference  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  CLAT  suggested -that  the  proper  reference  would 
be  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands- 


Mr.  CROCKETT  maintained  that  tiie  petition  should 
go  to  the  Comimttee  of  Claims.  He  explamed  the  object 
of  the  memorialists.'  They  bad  been  dispossessed  of 
their  land  by  white  men,  and  brought  s  suit  for  its  reco- 
very, but  were  too  poor  to  employ  counsel.  Tliey  bad 
thrown  themselves  on  the  State  of  Tennessee  for  the 
benefit  of  the  pauper  law,  so  as  that  counsel  might  be 
employed  for  themi  but  the  bcnHit  of  ttiat  law  was  re- 
fused. He  hoped  the  petition  vouM  go  to  the  Comouttee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  moved  its  reference  to  the  JoKdaiy 
committee. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  CLAT,  WU*- 
UAMS,  WHITTLESEY,'  and  others,  the  petition  was 
filially  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  MERCER,  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Im- 
provements, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  a  subscription  to 
the  stock  of  the  Alexandria  Canal  Company;  which  was 
twice  read;  and  the  question  being  on  its  commitment, 

Mr.  POTTER  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  ttie  table. 

Mr.  MERCER  called  for  file  reading  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  which  reported 
the  bill.    The  Clerk  was  about  to  read  it;  when 

Mr.  MERCER  earnestly  entreated  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  motion,  and  thus  save  the 
time  of  the  House,  and  the  money  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  POTI'ER  said,  that,  yielding  to  the  advice  of  his 
friends  around  him,  he  would  withdraw  his-motion  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table.  When  the  bill  granting  a  charter 
to  the  company  was  before  the  House,  st  the  ust  session, 
it  was  generally  understood  that,  if  the  company  obtained 
the  charter,  they  would  not  ask  Congress  nr  a  subscrip- 
tiou  to  their  stock. 

Mr-  MERCER  stated  that  the  gentleman  was  under  a 
misapprehension'  Ttie  intUviduals  who  advocated  the 
granting  of  a  charter  had  no  power  to  pledge  the  com- 
pany that  they  would  not  ask  Congress  to  sobacribe  to  the 
slock  of  thit  company.  He  assured  the  gentleman  that 
there  was  so  pledge;  and  he  felt  convinced  that,  if  the 
gentleman  would  read  the  report  of  th^  committee  on  the 
subject,  and  had  no  constitutional  objections  to  the  mea- 
sure proposed,  he  would  unite  with  the  friends  of  the  bill 
In  procuring  Its  passage. . 

The  bill  was  then  committed. 

Mr.  DODUBIUGE  asked  k-ave  to  submit  a  motion  to 
print  6,000  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  majoritjr  and  mi- 
nority of  the  Committee  on  tiie  Judiciary  relative  to  re- 
pealing the  twenty-fiQh  section  of  the  judidary  act  of 
ir89;  but  the  House  refused  the  leave. 

JUDGE  PECK. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SPEIGHT,  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  CinBmsLBiiB ' 
in  the  chair;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  IIAYNES,  proceed- 
ed to  the  Senate,  to  attend  the  further  trial  of  Judge  Peck 
before  the  high -court  of  Impeachment.  Having  return- 
ed, the  chairman  reported  that  the  committee,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  order  of  the  House,  had  attended  the  trial  of 
Judge  Peck;  and  that  the  8enate>bsd  pronounced  judg- 
ment in  the  case,  and,  by  a  vote  of  32  to  31,  had  refused 
to  sustain  the  impeachment  preferred  by  the  House;  and 
that  the  court  had  adjourned  tine  die. 

ILLINOIS  AND  MICHIGAN  CAN.\L. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  6th  inntalU  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  WU9  rejected  ttie  bill  to  authwuw  a  change  in  the 
disposal  of  the  land  granted  for  the  construction  of  the 
Illinois  and  Michigan  canal. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  hoped  the  mi^lon  for  reeonsiderfttion 
would  nrcvail,  and  that  the  bill  would  be  made  the  order 
of  the  oay  fbr  some  day  certain'^  by  which  tiine  he  trusAed 
tliat  he  should  be  able  to  satisfy  gentlemen  on  a  point 


Digitized  by 


Google 


545 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS 


546 


Jam.  31,  1831.) 


Claim  ^  Jama  Mmroe. 


[H.  otB. 


which  wu  objected  to  when  the  bin  was  lut  before  the 
House;  And  he  culled  for  the  reidin;^  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Land«,  which  committee  report- 
ed the  bill.  It  wu  rcsd  by  the  Clerk- 
Mr.  VANCB  sud  th»t»  when  the  bill  wu  taken  up  be- 
fore, be  wu  de^Tous  of  cfftiiag  an  amendment,  with  ft 
view  to  meet  the  Tiewa  of  gentlemen.  If  no  other  mem- 
ber did,  be  ihould  take  oecaiion,  if  the  Hotiae  ag;reed  to 
reconnderthe  bill,  to  nibmit  an  amendment,  so  as,  if  pos- 
nble,  lo  meet  the  Tiewa  of  gentlemenj  and  lecupe  the 
passage  of  the  bill  in  the  best  poanble  shape. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  remarked  that  the  genUeman  who  had 
made  the  motion  to  reconaider,  had  stated  to  the  House, 
at  the  time  of  doing  so,  that  be  did  it  with  the  view  to 
offer  an  amendment,  proposing  to  appropriate  money,  in 
lieu  of  aerip,  to  aid  the  State  of  iHntni  in  the  constnic- 
tion  of  the  proposed  canal.  If  gentlemen  would  prefer 
the  appropnation  of  money,  he  had  noobjection;  though, 
fof  his  own  part,  he  should  be  perfectly  satisfied  with 
scrip.  Gentlemen  were  mistaken  in  the  idea  that  the  scrip 
would  be  sacrificed.  Lands  to  the  amount  <^  1360,000 
had  been  sold  in  the  State  of  Dlinoia  the  last  j-ear?  it  was 
proposed  by  the  bill  to  apply  but  #50,000  worth  of  scrip 
in  a  year;  and  it  was  evident  that  it  would  be  equal  to 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  State. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  luid  voted  for  the  original  bill,  and 
stated  the  grounds  upon  wliich  he  did  bo.  He  should  be 
opposed  to  an  amendment  like  the  one  n^gested,  and 
could  not  vote  tar  the  ucondderafion,  though  he  had 
voted  for  tfie  bill  originally. 

Mr.  VANCE  said  that,  for  himself,  he  was  willing  to 
take  the  bill  as  it  was)  but  it  did  not  appear  to  be  so 
framed  as  to  satisfy  gentlemen;  and  with  a  view  to  give 
more  general  aatis&ction,  the  motion  bad  been  made  to 
reconsider,  so  as  to  submit  the  amendment  suggested. 

Mr.  IRVIN,  of  Ohio,  with  a  view,  as  he  wid,  to  have 
done  with  the  subject,  for  the  present  session,  at  least, 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  reconnderation  on  the  table. 
The  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  had  been  rejected,  and  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — yeas  82,  najrs  ]09. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  House  then  t6ok  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Hmroe— the  question  being  on  concurring  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whple  in  striking  out  the  enacting  clause  of 
the  bin. 

Mr.  MERCEH  rose,  and  said  that,  when  the  bill  was 
under  considenitinn  in  Committee  «f  the  Whole,  he  had 
suggested  the  propriety  of  ret«ning  the  enacting  clauscj 
and  that,  if  it  were  not  stricken  out,  he  should  move  to 
strike  out  the  whole  of  the  bill  after  the  enacting  clause, 
and  submit  an  amnulment,  ref«Ting  the  clum  to  Uie  ac- 
counting officers  ef  the  treaauiy  for  a  just  and  equitable 
settlement.  The  committee  had,  however,  seen  proper 
to  strike  out  the  enactii^  clause.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  not  agree  with  the  committee  in  thetr  amendment; 
in  the  event  of  which  he  should  submit  an  amendment, 
twfaicfa  he  read.]  Mr.  H.,  in  a  speech  of  some  lengtt^ 
then  nokein  fiirorarthe  dum,  and  in  explanalion  of  his 
amendment 

Mr.  CHILTON  ahoiild  be  opposed  to  tiie  amendment 
He  hoped,  however,  that  the  House  would  at  once  eon- 
cnr  with  the  committee,  and  strikeout  the  enacting  clause 
of  the  bill.  He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tiie  ques- 
tion, and  Ihey  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  CARSON  spoke  in  favor  of  the  claim,  and  against 
the  amendment  of  the  committee.  A  bill  should  pass  in 
■omfi  shape,  extending  relief  to  Colonel  Monroe. 

Hr.  PATl'ONgave  bis  views  on  the  subject;  be  was 
apposed  to  the  amendment  yet  thooghtthat  the  sum  pro- 
posed to  be  ftlloired'by  tiie  bill  was  too  large.  The  aU 
Vot.  m— 35 


lowance  to  Mr.  Monroe  for  a  house  purchased  by  hun  in 
Paris,  for  instance,  was  an  item  to  which  he  objected. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  in  a  very  impressive  ^eech,  sup- 
ported the  claim,  at  connderable  length.  He  alludedto 
the  retdutionary  services  of  Mr.  Monroe,  and  his  preteot 
unenviable  rituatkm. 

Mr.  HOWARD  called  for  the  reading  of  a  memorid 
from  his  constituents,  in  support  of  the  cisjm,  as  bding 
couched  in  stronger  language  than  be  could  use,  and 
which  be  hoped  would  be  read  to  the  House  instead  of 
any  remarks  mnn  him.  The  memorial  was  read- 
Mr.  McDUFFIE  made  a  few  very  energetic  remaib  in 
favor  of  the  claim,  and  ita  settlement  by  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  treasury.  He  alluded  partieularly  to  Mr. 
Hagner,  as  one  of  the  best,  most  industrious,  and  Mthfol 
accounting  officers  of  the  Government,  and  sud  that,  if 
the  claim  should  be  referred  to  him,  ample  justice  would 
be  done. 

Mr.  POLK  opposed  the  cUim. 
.  Mr.  BUCHANAN  was  in  tkvcr  of  the  claim,  as  weU  as 
in  favor  of  sending  it  to  the  accounting  officers  of  ^e 
treasury  for  adjustment.  He  also  eulogized  Mr>  Hagner 
as  a  faithful  pubfic  officer,  and  hoped  the  claim  mlf^t  be 
settled  as  proposed. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  said  he  did  not  rise  to  enter  into 
the  merits  of  this  bill;  fiis  rote  was  recorded  in  the  com- 
mittee— a  sense  of  duty  only  induced  him  to  vote  as  he 
did.  I  shall  not  be  sorry,  said  Mr.  E.,  if  gentlemen  can 
find  it  to  be  their  duty  to  vote  otherwise.  My  obj  ect  is  to 
state  die  objections  I  have  to  the  rrference  proposed  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  fkvm  Virginia,  viz.  tliat  the 
adjustment  of  tha  account  shaU  he  referred  to  an  ac- 
counting officer  of  the  treasury,  to  act  under  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  subject  tothe  supcrvinon  and  final  deauon 
of  the  Prendent  The  manner  of  referenoe,  and  the 
principles  of  settlement,  are  incorrect.  The  whole  is 
nothing  less  than  passiiuf  a  vote  that  the  present  Execu- 
tive shall  aUow  to  one  of  his  predecessors  what,  on  vague 
print^lesof  eciuity,  if  not  of  mere  generosity,  he'  pleases. 
I  wouldaa  willing^'  give  this  power  to  the  present  Execu- 
tive, as  to  any  man^  out  I  thmk  we  ^ould  give  it  to  no 
man.  He  ought  not  to  be  called  to  this  duty;  he  must 
feel  his  embarrassment  in  discharging  it,  and  he  cannot 
act  as  another  man  miglit.  I  would  not  object  to  a  re- 
ference to  an  accounting  offlceri  but  then  [  want  his 
renonnbili^.  As  is  proposed,  he  is  to  act  under  anotheri 
and^I  assure  the  House,  under  this  reference,  he  ^11  not 
sssome  our  responnbility,  and  do  what,  in  committee,  we 
have  said  ought  not  to  be  done,  and  especially  as  he  acts 
under  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  is  thus  placed  over  an 
inferior  officer,  to  direct  his  course.  Nor  can  the  Secre- 
tary feel  any  responsibility- — the  amendment  is  that  the 
President  is  to  decide;  and  I  repeat  that  the  whole  is  left 
to  the  generosity  of  the  Executive.  We  lay  down  no 
definite  niles-^we  designate  no  item»— we  fix  no  fimit»— 
and,  for  aught  we  can  do,  if  this  amendment  prevails, 
clums  to  any  amountmay  be  allowed  agdnrt  us.  Kr,  it 
is  our  duty  to  pass  judgment  upon  these  claims.  If  they 
are  legal,  tiien  we  alt«ady  have  accounting  officers  to 
aUow  them;  if  they  are  not  legal,  but  are  to  be  allowed 
on  principles  of  indefinite  equi^  or  generosity,  it  is  our 
business  to  determine  the  amount,  or  reject  them.  Witti 
the  fullest  confidence  in  the  Executive,  that  he  would  do 
what  seemed  to  him  ri^t,  I  'will  not  consent  to  impose 
upon  him  this  unwelcome  duty — he  is  in  a  most  delicate 
atuation,when  called  by  Congreas,  and  that,  too,  after  our 
vote  in  committee,  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  President 
Monroe.  It  is  nothing  less  tiian  an  appeal  to  his  gene- 
row^ — the  persons  under  him  will  never,  in  such  a  case 
as  this,  undertake  to  diacriiDmate  between  the  items. 
Thty  have  no  rule  for  it.  As  none  of  tiie  items  are  a 
legal  charge,  they  will  at  'once  refer  the  whole  to  the 
Preadent,  and  he  must  take  the  responrilulity  of  allowmf 
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themi  or  incuning  the  displewure  of  the  friends  of  the 
bill — %  aitqation  in  which  he  ouglit  not  to  be  placed,  for 
in  it  h«  catinat  act  u  in  the  d'lacharge  of  lus  appropriate 
duties. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Maaachuietta,  waa  in  of  it. 
He  made  several  reraarks  in  support  of  the  ckum,  and 
concluded,  by  maUnff  a  TOiy  fieeUnff  appeal,  to  the  House 
in  its  support. 

Mr.  DWIGHT  also  spoke  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  again  opposed  the  claim. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  MauachuMtts,  obserred,  he  sliould 
bsTC  been  content  to  pursue  Ina  'usual  course,  by  giving  a 
Mient  rote,  if  be  had  not  noticed*  during*  this  earnest  and 
protracted  debate,  that  many  gentlemen  seemed  to  enteiv 
tun  erroneous  views  of  the  nature  and  character  of  the 
demand  madeupon  theOovemment.  Although,  sud  Mr. 
I}>,  I  was  a  member  of  the  select  committee  to  whom  this 
matter  was  referred,  both  in  the  last  and  in  the  present 
Congress,  I  had  resolved  to  leave  the  discussion  toothers; 
but  after  what  has  taken  pUce  to  day,!  fed.  called  on  by  a 
sense  of  duty  to  place  the  claim  in  its  true  lig^t  before  a 
TOte  is  taken;  for  I  am  persuaded  it  has  merits  which  have 
been  overlooked  in  the  heat  of  debate.  I  have,  said  he, 
looked  over  the  voluminous  documents  which  are  intended 
to  illustmte  and  support  it,  not  at  the  present  session,  but 
during  a  former  Coi^ress — and  although  1  may  not  in  my 
rcctmeotion  be  exact  in  their  detul^  yet  my  memory  will 
not  &il  me  in  the  material  fiicts.  I  may  claim,  therefore, 
without  subjecting  myself  to  the  imputation  vanity,  to 
know  something  of  the  facts  as  they  are  set  forth.  I^et 
us  then  ice  what  they  are.  Mr.  Monroe  w&s  appointed 
to  a  twofold  mission:  first  to  France,  and  then  to  Eng^ 
land,  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  who,  having  an  over  solicitude 
to  econonuze  the  public  funds,  informed  him,  wlien  the 
appointment  was  made,  that  he  must  be  content  with  one 
gatfit  instead  oi  two»  as  had  been  usual  under  sinular 
dreumstancett  both  before  and  rince.  It  was  then  beUer- 
ed,  both  by  the  Fre«dent  and  the  minister,  that  this 
arrangement  would  cover  the  expense;  but  the  liUter 
found  on  experiment  that  it  was  a  great  mistake^  for  he 
Ind  been  compelled  to  draw  lai^ly  upon  hia  private  re- 
sources to  maintiun  himself. 

On  his  return,  after  much  delay,  the  second  outfit  was 
allowed  to  him,  and  he  reedved  it,  protesting  that  it  fell 
fiir  short  of  indemnifying  him.  This  is,  sud  Mr.  D.,  the 
mbstance  of  the  atoryt  and,  in  order  to  understand  the 
grounds  of  appeal  to  this  GovernoKnt,  it  is  necessan-  to 
advert  to  the  state  of  public  affairs  at  the  time,  and  to 
notice  some  of  the  items  of  claim  presented  for  our  con- 
sideration. I  shall  not  trouble  the  House,  ho«  ever,  with 
that  kind  of  examination  which  has  been  gone  tlirough  by 
many  gentlemen,  for  it  is  wholly  unnecessary  as  I  view 
tUs  m^ter,  for  I  do  not  conuder  Mr.  Mcmroe  as  having 
estabUdied  a  strictly  legal  claim,  and  shall  not,  therefore, 
draw  in  questioo  the  reasoning  which  has  been  pressed 
upon  us  on  this  head,  and  which  has  occupied  the  time  of 
Utt  House  for  several  days. 

What,  then,  said  Mr.  D.,  waa  the  state  of  public  affurs^ 
It  was  a  momentous  crisis— a  ettsis  big  witn  the  fate  of 
Europe.  It  waa  the  period  of  the  French  revolution, 
when  the  mind  <^  that  nation  was  on  fire,  threatening  to 
eomume  itself,  uid  whatever  approached  it.  It  was  a  time 
of  great  emhanmasmenti  which  called  for  great  skill,  for 
uncommon  prudence,  and  the  most  patient  forbearance; 
which  demanded  a  spirit  of  unexampled  temperance  and 
eonciliation  to  muntain  and  secure  the  interests  of  the 
country.  In  these  extraordinary  circumstances,  the  min- 
ister declares  be  felt  himself  bound,  by  bis  regard  for  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  this  nation,  to  adopt  measures 
attended  with  unusual  expense.  His  protection  was 
■ot^t  by  a  large  number  of  liis  countrymen  agunst  the 
Inuniuent  dangers  and  misrule  of  the  times.  It  was  not 
MagbtinTiun.   Betbrcw  open  the  doorsof  his  hospitable 


mansion  to  all  who  sought  a  place  of  refuge,  and  limited 
his  fantily  only  by  tiie  number  of  his  countrymen. 

To  give  ^e  French  nation  an  assurance  which  its 
watchful  jealousy  seemed  to  demandt  that  ire  were  desir* 
ous  of  a  lasting  peace  and  fHendship  witii  them,  be 
bought  a  house  in  Pari^  (or  which  he  paid  a  large  sum  of 
money.  He  declares  most  sdcninly  that  his  sole  object 
was  to  Bve  the  French  unequivocal  proof  of  oar  sincere 
desire  tor  perpetual  amity,  and  that  he  should  not  have 
made  the  purchase  upon  any  other  consideration,  w  far 
any  other  purpose.  The  title  to  tlus  estato  baa  failed,  and 
he  has  lost  the  whole  amount  of  the  purchase  money.  He 
admits  that  he  had  no  instructions  to  purchase  it  for  this 
Government,  but  took  it  at  his  own  risk,  believing  himself 
called  upon  so  to  do  for  the  good  of  the  country.  It  is 
swd  this  furnished  no  ground  of  legal  claim  upon  the 
treasury — «greed — but  I  appeal  to  gentlemen  on  this 
floor  as  individuals,  as  men  bearing  the  relations  of  honor- 
able, high-minded  citizens  in  the  communi^;  as  men 
haviiw  just  conceptions  of  the  moral  cdil'^cations  which 
exist  between  principal  and  agent,  between  master  and 
servant;  and  ask  each,  if  he  haden^iloyed  an  agent  in  hia 
service,  who,  in  a  difficult  and  embarraniug  crisis  of  his 
affairs,had  advanced  hisprivate  funds  without  instructions, 
but  solely  for  the  benefit  of  his  principal,  end  with  the 
hope  of  rescuing  him  (torn  imminent  peril,  and  ^ould 
thereby  ruin  himself  while  he  protected  the  interests  of 
his  employer,  whetlier,  to  such  an  agent,  be  could  turn 
a  deaf  ear  if  he  should  appeal  to  his  sense  of  justice  and 
equity  for  relief  in  his  (Ustress?  Whether  he  could 
spurn  him  away,  and  leave  him  to  perish  with  hunger  and 
nakedness^  And,  if  he  could,  whether  the  world  would 
not  condemn  such  an  individual  as  cold,  selBsb,  heartless? 
as  destitute  of  the  sympathies  of  our  nature,  and  an 
idolater  of  money?  Sir,  Uiere  would  be  but  one  opinion 
in  such  a  eaae— the  servant  sinks  bis  private  means  in  bis 
most  Kneere  endeavors  to  promote  the  interests  of  his 
master,  and  without  a  thought  of  benefiting  himself;  that 
master  can  never  hve  honored  and  reflected  in  the  en- 
joyment of  wealth  among  his  fellow-citizens,  while  that 
servant  is  perishing  with  poverty.  Now,  sir,  what  is  the 
difference  between  this  and  the  case  before  us^  We  are 
not,  as  some  g>ent]emen  seem  to  suppose,  a  judiaal 
tribunal  to  dedde  between  parties,  but  ve  are  the  master 
settling  with  the  servant;  andshall  it  be  sud  tliat  we  can- 
not, or  that  we  will  not,  deal  justly }  Mr.  Monroe  sunk  a 
ki^e  portion  of  his  private  property  in  this  house — it  is 
^onc,  and  we  are  assured  the  act  was  done  with  the  best 
intentions,  and  solely  for  our  good — and  I  appeal  to  gen- 
tlemen todecide  in  thiscase  as  they  would  m  a  private 
transaction.  I  ask  them  whether  they  are  prepared  to 
aay  there  is  no  equity  in  this  demand;  whethn  they  are 
willing  to  push  it  fran  diem  by  striking  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill,  wid  obtain  for  their  country  a  repu- 
tation which,  as  In^vidual^  they  would  be  unwilling  to 
own. 

I  see,  sud  Mr.  D.,  another  item  to,  whidi  I  will  also  ask 
the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  moment.  It  is  money  ad- 
vanced  to  relieve  the  necessities  of  Thomas  Pune.  The 
sum  is  not  laive,  but  too  large  for  a  poor  man  to  lose. 
At  the  period  of  indtacriminato  slaughter,  during  the 
French  revolution,  Paine  was  seized  and  incarceimted. 
but  through  accident  his  life  was  spared,  though  he  was 
kept  immured  in  a  loathsome  cell  until  he  almost  perished 
from  suffering.  In  this  utuation  he  made  an  appeal  to 
tlie  minister  for '  protection  as  a  foreigner,  and  through 
bis  interposition  was  liberated;  but  he  was  worn  down 
witii  disnwe,  penury,  and  want.  He  bad  no  one  toappeal 
to  but  the  minister  of  his  adopted  country.  Tliis  appeal 
was  made,  and  for  the  honor  of  my  countiy  I  feel  vncerely 
thankful  it  was  not  made  in  vain. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  Una  individual  baa  justly  fcM-feiled 
much  of  his  character,  and  that  in  aftertiraea  his  memory 
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hu  been  held  in  low  estimation  by  a  large  portion  of  the 
people  of  this  country;  but  lir,  if  we  back  to  the  re* 
volution,  uid  read  the  efTusions  of  his  pen  at  that  period, 
the  patriotic  feeling  kindled  by  them  wiU  teach  us  Uut  the 
author  of  the  Cfiui  will  not  be  foi^tten  while  we.Are  a 
free  people.  What,  sir,  would  have  been  said  of  the 
American  minister  if  he  had  repulsed  the  appeal,  and  left 
the  nun  to  perish?  His  conduct  would  have  been  repro> 
bated  ai  disgraceful  to  himself  and  dishonorable  to  the 
nation-  It  would  have  fixed  on  him  a  stain  which  neither 
time  nor  circumstance  could  efface.  He  knew  too  well  his 
obliffation  as  a  mtaister,  and  a  citizen,  to  pursue  such  a 
blind,  adfish  course.  He  took  him  under  hii  protection, 
and  provided  for  his  wanlsf  and  it  ia  wd  Uiis  lays  no  fouB* 
dation  for  a  lef^al  chum.  Agreedj  but  will  jeatiemen  aay 
there  is  no  equity  in  it?  'Will  they  plead  the  statute  of 
limitaltions?  Will  they  lay  hold  of  an  expression  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  where  he  says  he  asks  no  pay  for  it?  This  will 
do,  sir,  for  clerks  of  yonder  department,  who  have  no 
power  to.act  otherwise,  but  it  cannot  become  a  magnaiu- 
mous  and  generous  pet^le,  in  settling  the  accounts  of  one 
of  thur  most  distinguished  semuits.  The  money  was 
paid— it  came  out  oi  private  funda-^  was  advanced  by 
the  individual  for  the  honor  of  the  country — i^has  never 
been  refunded — I  repeat,  are  gentlemen  prepared  to  a«y 
there  is  no  equity  in  this? 

1  see  among  tlie  enumerated  items  certain  claims  for  in- 
•tereat,  because  the  principal  was  withheld.  Now  it  may 
be  said  that  thcmatter  should  have  been  setded  earlier. 
TbU  may  be  so,  but  still  there  are  reasons  for  the  delay, 
which  ought  to  be  respected.  The  individual  says  his 
relatitHAS  to  this  Government  were  such,  that  he  felt  un- 
wiHing  to  bring  forward  his  demands,  lest  he  should  be 
thought  to  use  the  powers  and  influence  of  office  to  aid 
seliisn  purposes.  Sir,  this  is  a  feeling  honorable  to  him 
who  entertained  it,  and  worthy  of  all  imitation — ^he  was 
williitg  to  come  to  the  level  of  a  priviUe  citizen  before  he 
asked  you  to  settle  a  disputed  claim.  Sir,  I  will  not  say 
interest  is  due,  hut  I  would  have  the  matter  looked  into 
the  accounting  officers;  and  I  should  not  stand  upon 
nice  tedinical  rides,  but  do  that  which  in  itself  is  n^t 
and  boDorablei  and  I  hope  the  claimant  expects  no  more. 

I  could  go  more  at  large  into  this  account,  and  speak  of 
the  arduous  services  of  this  individual  whUe  he  old  the 
duties  of  two  departments,  and  put  forth  the  utmost  of 
iiis  exertions  to  replenish  the  empty  treasury,  by  pledging 
his  honor  and  property,  but  these  observatims  lUuatrate 
my  views.  The  daimant  has  nota  strictly  legal  demand, 
but  he  appeals  to  our  justice — be  calls  on  us  to  deal  by 
him  as  one  honest  man  deals  by  another;  and  fur  one,  sir, 
I  will  not  disobey  the  call.  1  will  notstand  onthe ground 
of  special  pleaders,  but  will  look  into  the  whole  matter; 
and  if  it  be  nght  to  grant  a  sum  of  money,  I  will  vote  for 
at,  under  afuUbdictuialt  Iou|^t  so  todo,  and  that  it  will 
be  the  moat  acceptable  service  I  can  perfonn  to  my  con- 
stituents, for  they  are  too  liberal  and  too  enlighteued  to 
desire  to  enrich  the  public  bv  wronging  an  individual. 

I  could  say  sometmng  of  the  public  services  of  Hr. 
Uonroe,  and  of  the  hunuliating  spectacle  of  a  fellow-citi- 
zen who  baa  held  the  highest  places  of  honor  and  trust  in 
tlua  greatrepublic,  stni^ling  with  abject  pover^,  but  I 
f<H-b«w,  as  this  topic  has  been  pressed  with  great  elo- 
qitencejon  the  one  hand,  and  repelled  with  equalidiility  on 
the  other.  Perhaps  it  ought  ta  have  little  influence  in 
deciding  this  quertion.  One  thing,  however,  is  cettaini 
this  man  has  not  grown  rich  at  the  public  expense,  and 
this  is  a  strong  proof  of  hooes^. 

Sir,  I  rose  to  make  these  explanations,  merely  that  the 
House  mig^it  not  vote  under  fidse  impressions;  and  1  will 
resume  my  seat,  by  expresnng  s  hope  that  tfie  enacting 
clause  will  not  be  struck  out,  but  the  bill  will  be  so  anwmt 
ed  as  to  give  the  elumant  some  siutable  compenntkm  for 
liis  public  aerrices  and  sacrifices. 


After  a  few  remarks  from  Hr.  MERCEB,  and  a  repfy 
by  Hr.  POLK  to  Ur.  H.  and  Hr.  DAVIS,  of  Uamchur 
«tta. 

The  questitm  was  taken  on  agreeing  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  me  Whole  in  striking  out  the  enacting  clause  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  in  tlie  negative—yeas  80,  nays  109. 

Hr.  HEBCER  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  and  msert  the  amendment 
which  be  had  before  read.  Pending  which  motion, 
Hr.  WILLIAMS  moved  an  adjoummant. 
Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  mthdraw  tiie  nu>tion  for  one  minute,  to  enidile  lum 
to  ask  leave  of  absence  for  his  colleague  [Mr.  GoMu] 
for  ten  days. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  consenting,  leave  was  granted,  as  re- 
quested. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

TUKSDAY,  FSMBlIAaX  1. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  RULES. 
The  resolution  of  Mr.  Pottsb,  to  amend  the  rule 
which  limits  debate  on  resolutions  and  the  presentation  of 
reports  to  one  hour  in  each  day,  was  agun  taken  up. 

[When  this  resolution  was  under  consideration  a  few 
days  ago,  Hr.  POTTER  mode  a  few  observations  in  re- 
gard to  it,  one  of  which  produced  a  general  smile  in  the 
House.  Adverting  to  the  operation  of  the  rule  which 
limits  the  consideration  of  resolutions  to  a  nngle  hour  on 
each  day,  frequently  cutting  off  a  speech  which  might 
have  been  near  its  conclusion  but  for  the  intervention  of 
the  rule,  he  sud  that  the  effect  of  it  was  to  give  time  to 
the  orator  to  recuperate,  and  resume  his  speedi  the  next 
day  with  ftnesh  materials  and  fresh  ngor.  Mr.  P.  had 
scarcely  pronounced  these  words,  when  the  Speaker  ap- 
prised the  gentleman  that  the  hour  had  expb^d,  and  he 
must  suspend  his  further  observations  for  this  day. 
Whereupon,  Mr.  P.  observed  that  there  could  not  have 
been  a  better  illustration  of  the  remark  which  he  had  just 
made,  than  that  which  the  present  case  furnished,  if  be 
should  feel  disposed  to  avul  himself  of  the  interval  of  a 
day  to  prepare  a  set  speech.] 

Mr.  POTTER  added  a  few  words  on  the  subject.  He 
spoke  of  the  numerous  and  eoropticated  rales  of  the  House, 
and  of  the  many  instances  in  which  gentlemen  were  de- 
clared to  be  out  otxler,  from  the  want  of  a  proper  know- 
ledge of  them.  He  concluded  b^  moving  to  refer  the  re- 
solution to  a  select  committee,  with  instroctions  to  amend 
the  rules  generally. 

Mr.  MERCER  had  One  suggestion  to  make  before  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to.  By  the  present  rule  of  the 
House,  should  the  previous  question  be  demanded,  and 
sustuned,  it  shut  out  alt  amendments  which  had  been  pre- 
viously made  to  a  bill,  and  the  question  recurred  on  the 
original  bill  itself.  He  hoped  that  rule  would  undergo  on 
amendment,  so  as  to  avoid  this  singular  operation. 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  SURPLUS  REVENUE. 
The  resolution  submitted  some  days  since,  to  authorize 
the  printing  of  6,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  eomnut- 
tee  to  wtncn  was  referred  so  much  of  the  message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  a  ^rtribotion 
of  the  surplus  revenue,  was  nest  taken  up. 

Hr.  EVANS,  of  Miune,  said,  he  woold  ask  the  indol- 
ence of  the  House  but  for  a  very  few  moment^  wUle  be 
stated  his  objections  to  the  motion  under  coa^deratign. 
Having  had  the  honor  to  be  upon  the  committee  by  wbidi 
the  report  was  presented,  and  dissenting  as  he  did  to  most 
of  the  doctrines  contained  in  it,  be  avaued  himnlf  of  that 
mode  and  opportunity  to  explain  the  extent  of  fab  ^laen^ 
and  very  briefly  to  give  his  views  of  the  subject  referred 
totbe  comnuttee,  in  preference  to  the  mate  common  one 
of  submittingthon  in  the  form  of  a  oouirter  report.  TUa 
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being  the  chief  object  for  which  he  had  risen,  said  Mr. 
E.,  I  trust  it  will  not  be  imputed  to  me,  that  I  have  any 
denre  to  suppren  thta  report,  or  to  withhold  it  in  the 
■mallest  degree  from  the  public  e^e,  or  to  restrain  it  from 
the  most  extensive  circulation  which  its  friends  can  wish. 
AUsueh  motivesi  utterly  disclum.  Indeed,  if  I  could  be 
govemrd  by  such  consiaenitions,  and  were  realty  ansious 
to  restrict  its  circulation,  1  am  fully  sensible  how  utterly 
uiwttunable  that  object  is.  The  questions  ^sctisscd  in 
tiie  report  hare  for  a  long  perioa  agitated  the  public 
mind;  and  all  that  argument,  and  learning,  and  eloquence 
could  bring  to  ud  the  decision  of  them,  has  long  since 
been  e^diausted.  The  controrer^  isi  howerer,  still  car- 
tied  on  in  the  public  journals,  ana  political  parties  have 
taken  different  Ades,  and  arc  endeavoring  to  sustain  them- 
■elvca  in  their  views  upon  these  topics.  Now,  is  it  for  a 
moment  to  be  supposed  that  the  report  in  question  will 
not  be  extensively  circulated  and  spread  before  the  peo- 
ple, even  if  the  present  motion  should  If  it  be  an 
able  and  convincing  argument,  will  not  the  presses,  anil 
the  inrty  who  concur  in  )t>  spread  it  as  on  the  wings  of 
the  wind?  Will  it  not  be  pubfiahed  and  republi^ed,  ap- 
pluided,  icnitimzcdt  canvasaed;  nay,  forced  upon  public 
attention?  Such  mrely  u  the  fate  of  all  public  documenu 
of  .this  description.  If,  however,  I  regarded  it  as  of  an 
opposite  character;  if  in  my  judgment  it  is  feeble  and  un- 
founded,  then  surely  lean  have  no  other  motive  than  to  give 
it  the  moat  extensive  circulation  possible :  for  in  proporoon 
as  it  fula  to  eatabltsh  the  truth  of  the  propontiona  which 
it  nudntainst  it  adds  strength  and  support  to  the  opposite 
principles.  When,  too,  it  is  considered  how  very  small 
the  number  proposed  to  be  printed  is,  compared  with  tlie 
number  of  people  to  be  supplied,  can  it  be  supnooed 
that  a  refusal  to  adopt  the  motion  will,  in  any  sennble  de- 
gree,  restrain  it  from  the  public  attention  ?  What  is  nz 
tnousand  distributed  among  the  two  millions  or  more  of 
qualified  voters  in  the  United  States?  If  this  number  be 
ordelvd,  the  share  of  ea*^  member  it  about  twen^Hfive; 
and  wbatistwent]r..fiTetobe  disttibutedamong  more  than 
ten  thousand?  9ir,  F  make  these  suggestions  only  to 
show  that  I  cannot  be  influenced  bv  any  wish  to  witlihold 
the  report  of  the  committee  drom  the  pabfic  ezamtnation; 
and  I  hope,  after  this  srowal,  I  ihaU  not  have  occavon 
again  to  repeat  it. 

My  objection,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  motion  before  you, 


therefore,  bv  printing  an  extraordinary  number,  give  its 
sanction  to  aoctrines  which  it  does  not  profess,  and  which, 
by  its  action  upon  subjects  before  it,  it  ezpresriy  nega- 
tives. AgsJn,  rej)orts  are  usually  accompanied  by  bitl^ 
or  resolubons,  which  are  presented  to  the  House  fbr  its 
adoption  or  refusalt  and,  by  its  proceedings  upon  these, 
it  has  an  opportuni^  of  expresnng  its  assent  or  dissent  to 
the  reasonings  of  the  report.  But,  in  the  present  instance, 
no  such  opportunity  exists.  The  report  is  accompanied 
by  no  bill  or  resolution;  it  recommends  nothing  to  the 
adoption  of  the  House;  it  invites  no  legislative  action,  and 
has  been  laid  upon  the  table  at  the  motion  of  the  chair- 
man, never  again  to  be  disturbed.  Sir,  if  the  report  had 
been  accompanied  by  a  series  of  resolutions  expressive 
of  the  sense  of  the  House,  in  accordance  with  the  senti- 
ments of  the  report,  and  upon  which  the  House  could  be 
called  to  pronounce  its  judgment,  the  objection  which  I 
have  urged  would  have  less  force.  But,  m  the  absence 
of  this,  the  House  has  no  posbible  mode  of  avoidit^ 
the  conclusion  which  to  me  seems  inevitable,  that  the 
printing  of  the  report  for  general  distribution  b  a  sanc- 
tion and  adoption  of  tfie  prinaples  which  it  muntaint- 
I  am  not  forgetfiil,  sir,  that  a  practice  has  obtained  lat- 
terly, of  printing  the  same  number  of  the  report  of  a 
minority  of  a  committee,  as  of  the  majority,  in  those 
cases  where  opposite  reports  have  been  made.  This  is  a 
practice  of  modem  origin,  and  is  not  liable  to  the  objec- 
tions existing  against  the  present  motion.  It  stands  upoif 
a  different  ground,  and  is  alloved  merely  from  a  feeling 
of  courtesy  and  respect  to  the  members  who  difl^  IVom 
a  majority  of  the  committee,  and  a  majority  of  the  House^ 
upon  a  subject  which  that  majori^  deem  it  suitable  and 
proper  to  discuss,  and  to  spread  the  results  of  that  discus- 
sion before  the  people.  Nothing  more  could  be  drawn 
from  that  precedent  than  this — when  the  majority  of  the 
House  have  ordered  a  large  number  of  reports  conlJuning- 
their  opinions  and  doctrines,  and  the  arguments  in  sup- 
port of  tliem,  to  be  published,  a  proper  sense  of  courteiy 
will  induce  them  ab»  to  pubMi  the  sentiments,  upon  the 
same  topics,  of  the  minority.  In  such  a  case,  the  whole 
proceemng  shows  tliat  the  House  does  not  intend  to  give 
its  sanction  to  the  views  of  the  minority.  It  could  never 
be  understood  in  that  sense.  But,  in  the  present^  case, 
the  majority  of  the  House  have  no  report  expressive  o*" 
their  opinions  upon  the  great  subjects  under  diseiisrion, 
which  they  propose  to  public :  they  do  not  attempt  to 


ia  of'^anouier  character.    It  is  this— tlia^  by  ordering  this.   ...  .  .  -  . 

extraordinary  niunber  printed  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  send  a  labored  argument  to  the  people,  to  sustain  the 
distribution  funong  tiie  people,  the  House  will  give  its  principles  by  which  «iey  are  eovcmed  in  their  legislative 
■         ■     -      ■         ^  .    .  .     .  action.  It  is  not  a  case,  therefore,  where  the  mmori^r  oi 

a  committee,  or  of  the  House,  ask  of  the  courtesy  of  the 
majority  that  their  sentiments  may  be  heard  in  the  same 
manner,  and  to  the  same  extent,  as  the  majority  deem 
suitable  to  adopt  in  relation  to  their  own  opinions.  But 
the  case  is  this— Uie  nunori^  of  the  House,  speaking 
Ihrou^  a  majority  of  the  craniiuttee,  ask  that  theff  opi- 
nions and  arguments  may  be  pubK^ed  and  distributed 
at  the  expense  of  the  Government,  upon  a  subject  which 
the  majority  have  not  discussed,  and  where  tliey  do  not 

Siropose  to  embody  their  opinions  in  the  form  of  a  report, 
or  distribution  among  the  people.  For  a  case  of  this 
description,  sir,  I  know  of  no  precedent.  For  myself,  I 
will  never  refiiise  to  dlow  the  minority  to  api>eal  to  the 
public  in  tUs  mode,  when  the  majority  assume  it  for  them- 
selves; but  in  no  other  case  will  I  give  m^  sanction  in 
this  form  to  a  report  of  a  comnuttee  in  which  I  do  not 
concur;  more  especially  when  the  subject  of  tiiat  report 
is  not  presented  to  the  cognizance  of  the  House,  and  no 
mode  IS  lefl  by  which  it  can  express  its  judgment  upon  it- 
Having  thus,  said  Mr.  E.,  explained  the  grotind  of  mf 
objection  to  the  motion  before  you,  I  wUI  now  proceed 
very  briefly  to  state  what  the  report  is,  and  the  extent  oi 
my  dissent  from  the  doctrines  which  it  adTocatca.  And, 
in  the  first  place,  1  had  the  m^BfiNtORe  to  'differ  frofB  mj 


sanction  to  the  doctrines  contained  in  the  report — doc- 
trines which  I  am  sure  a  majority  of  this  House  does  not 
entertain.  Sir,  this  case  stands  upon  Afferent  grounds 
fr«n  those  u^ially  presented,  where  a  Urge  ntimber  of 
documents  have  b^n  ordered  to  be  printed.  I  am  aware 
that  ve  have  in  many  instances  caused  as  numerous  an 
e^tion  of  public  papers  to  be  issued  as  is  now  requested- 
In  relation  to  Executive  reports,  communicated  to  Con- 
gress at  each  sestdon  by  the  neada  of  departments,  there 
IS  manifest  propriety  in  the  practice  which  has  obtained; 
for  tiiese  contain  the  history  of  the  operations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  its  different  branches,  of  which  every  citizen 
ou^t  to  be  truly  informed.  These  are  collections  of 
ftctsand  useful  knowledge  never  before  published,  and  not 
arguments  upon  disputed  p<Nnts  of  constitutional  power, 
nwluehthereisalreadyanabundantBupplT  in  print.  The 
motion,  I  think,  can  derive  no  aid  from  this  precedent. 
The  House  have,  it  is  true,  caused  reports  of  its  commit- 
tees to  be  published  in  the  manner  now  requested,  on 
various  other  occasions;  and  I  presume  these  will  be  re- 
Ued  upon  as  precedents  for  the  present  motion.  But  I 
apprehend  they  will  also  ftil  to  sustun  it.  How  stands 
this  case,  compared  with  those?  Tlie  reports  of  commit- 
tees are  g«netiily  in  accordance  witii  the  known  senti' 
ments  of  a  majority  of  the  House.   The  House  does  not. 
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colleftgues  on  the  committee  u  to  tlie  precise  subject 
which  wu  referred  to  it.  In  my  judgment,  the  only  subject 
which  they  were  Erected  to  consider,  wm  that  part  of  the 
mesnge  relative  to  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  funds 
ftmong  the  several  States,  in  proportion  to  their  represen- 
tation in  Congress.    This  wta  the  simple  inqaiiy;  and 
tiiere  n  surely  enougft  in  it  to  engage  tlie  calm  uid  deli- 
berate attention  of  Congress.   It  involved  an  examination 
of  the  constitutionality  of  the  proposed  measure,  Into 
its  expediency,  into  the  proposed  rule  of  distribution, 
and  the  extent  to  which  Congress  ought  to  rctun  con- 
trol over  the  disbursements,  should  the  proposed  plan 
be  adopted.    In  a  proper  consideration  of  these  and  other 
topics  necessarily  connected  with  the  subject,  I  did  not 
suppose  that  the  subject  of  internal  improvement,  gene- 
rally, was  involred,  uid  much  less  that  an  inquiry  into 
the  constitutional  power  of  the  General  Government  to 
prosecute  works  of  this  description  was  submitted  to  the 
committee.    It  seems  to  me  that  the  House,  having  «p- 
p<Mnted  a  select  committee  upon  internal  improvements, 
and  havinr  referred  to  it  expressly  so  much  of  the  mes- 
«^  u  relates  to  the  mode  of  prosecuting  them  by  sub- 
scriptions to  stock  in  incorporated  companies,  have  very 
clearly  marked  the  line  of  separation  between  these 
topics,  which,  in  some  degree  approached  each  other, 
and  have  designated  the  appropriate  duties  of  each  of 
these  committees.  The  majority  have  thought  otherwise, 
and  hare  discussed  at  considerable  length  the  loi^-de- 
bated  question  of  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to 
make  appropriations  for  works  of  internal  improvement, 
and  have  arrived  at  the  conclurion  that  the  exercise  of 
tills  power,  in  any  of  the  modes  in  which  it  has  been  prac- 
tised, is  an  infringement  upon  the  constitution.    T  also 
differ  with  the  majority  in  this  conclusion,  believing  with 
the  President,  whose  opinions  the  committee  have  not 
Ailed  copiously  to  bring  to  their  aid  on  other  particulars, 
"that  the  right  to  make  appropriations  for  such  [works] 
aa  are  of  a  national  character  had  been  so  generally 
acted  upon,  and  so  long  acquiesced  in  by  the  Federal  and 
State  Governments,  and  the  constituents  of  each,  as  to 
justiQr  ita  exercise  on  the  ground  of  continued  and  unin- 
tearupted usage."    lam  aware,  sir,  that  the  sentiments 
of  the  President,  conveyed  in  his  message  at  the  last  Bes- 
non,  returning  the  bill  for  the  Maj-sville  turnpike,  have 
been  differently  understood  in  dinerent  places,  and  by 
Afferent  parties,  and  are»  perhaps,  not  readily  to  be 
^scovereo.    Tet,  I  believe,  m  that  docuhient,  as  well  as 
in  the  message  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  ses- 
rion,  the  President  means  to  assert  the  constitutional 
power  of  the  General  Government  over  works  of  this 
description,  and  places  his  objection  only  upon  tbe  local 
and  limited  character  of  the  particular  works  in  the  bills 
before  him.    If  the  subject  were  now  presented  for  the 
first  time,  I  should  be  wsposed  to  ^ve  to  it  the  most  full 
and  deliberate  consideration,  and  jierbaps  to  obtain  from 
the  people,  by  spreadingour  sentiments  before  them  for 
their  examination,  bn  expressioiT  of  tiieir  opinion^  but  it 
ia  now  quite  too  Ute  in  the  day  to  discuss  a  question  upon 
which  ailment  has  been  exIiausteH,  And  a  decision  long 
nncemade,  and  sustained,  as  the  Preudent  asserts,  *'by 
the  Federal  and  State  Governments,  and  the  constituents 
of  each."   Sir,  ttus  House  has  matained  that  decision  in 
repeated  instances,  and  has  passed  acts  appropriating 
money  to  works  of  internal  improvement,  foimdeu  clearly 
np<m  its  constitutional  power  so  to  do.    Now,  kt,  what 
are  we  asked  to  do?    whj',  to  give  our  sanction  to  a  re- 
port expressly  denj-ing  this  power — ^to  accuse  ourselves 
of  gross  inconsistency,  and  a  violation  ol  the  constitution, 
in  numberless  instances.    I  think,  sir,  the  time  has  gone 
by,  when  a  discussion  of  tiiis  question  can  be  useful.  At 
the  last  sesKon,  a  distinguished  gentieman  from  Virginia, 
no  longer  a  memb^,  [Mr.  P.  P.  BAaaorn,]  who  has 
been  among  tiie  ablest  and  most  constant  and  persevering 


opposers  of  the  doctrine,  expressly  waived  the  diseusrion ; 
he  said  it  had  been  practically  settled — that  argument  had 
been  exhausted  upon  it — and  notiiin^  now  remained  to 
be  said.  Every  thing  which  ingenuity,  and  talent,  and 
learning,  and  eloquence,  could  contribute,  had  b?en 
lavished  in  its  discusnon;  and  I  then  thou^^  and  stUl 
think,  that  no  new  light  can  be  thrown  upon  the  Object, 
by  further  discussions.  Is  K  right  or  useftil  further  to  agi- 
tate the  public  mind — ^to  open  a  question  which  the  peo- 

Ele  have  already  settled — to  renew  arguments  which  they 
ave  overruled,  and  more  especially  to  accuse  ourselves 
before  them  of  a  direct  violation  of  the  coniititution.'  In 
my  Judgment,  it  is  not.  Having  disposed  of  the  question 
f  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  over  the  works 
in  question,  the  committee  proceeded  to  a  connderation 
oftneir  constitutional  power  to  make  the  proposed  dis- 
tribution among  the  several  States;  and  I  do  not  know, 
air,  that  I  dissent  from  the  opinions  of  the  majority  on 
this  part  of  the  subject.  I  a_m  rather  disposed  to  concur 
with  them  in  believing  that  Congress  does  not  possess  the 
power,  or  rather  that  it  is  of  a  character  too  questionable 
to  admit  of  its  being  exercised.  It  stands,  in  my  opinion, 
upon  a  totally  different  principle  tieom  that  upon  which 
internal  improvements  nave  been  made.  The  funds  of 
the  country  belong  to  the  whole  people,  as  one  people, 
and  one  country,  and  are  to  be  disbursed  for  the  benefit 
of  the  whole  people.  Tlie  proposition  is,  to  distribute 
them  among  the  States,  in  the  language  of  the  message, 
"  for  dooiestic  use." 

Now,  sir,  while  1  can  readily  believe  in  the  power  of 
the  Government  to  disbarse  its  funds  fix  the  general  wel- 
fare and  defence,  and  to  make  improvements  of  a  national 
character,  I  cannot  so  easily  find  the  authority  to  dispense 
it  for  the  domestic  uses  of*^  the  States.  Having  come  to 
this  conclusion,  as  the  committee  did,  unanimously,  I  be- 
lieve, it  seemed  to  me  that  nothing  more  was  required  of 
them  than  to  report  Uieir  opinion  to  the  House,  and  to 
leave  the  subject  to  their  pleasure.  As  to  the  expediency 
of  making  the  proposed  distribution,  provided  the  con- 
stitution had  authorized  it,  I  have  not  felt  it  necessary  yet 
to  form  an  opinion.  That  it  has  recommendations  worthy 
of  consideration,  probably  will  be  denied  by  no  one;  and 
that  it  is  not  "free  from  objections,"  and  is  "attended 
with  difficulty,"  the  Prewdent  himself  asserts  in  bis  mes- 
sage. What',  sir,  would  be  thought  of  the  idea  of  distri- 
buting the  money  expended  in  fortifieations,  amon^  the 
States  according  to  the  rule  proposed,  to  be  appropriated 
by  them  fbr  those  objects^  What  would  be  said  of  a  propo- 
sition to  mnke  this  equal  and  exact  appropriation,  in  time 
of  war,  to  the  States  for  their  defence  and  security  ?  Would 
these  be  listened  to  for  a  moment?  Certainly  not.  Allpub* 
lie  expenditures  must  be  made  according  to  the  particular 
exigency  of  the  case,  and  in  a  manner  best  to  promote 
the  public  safctyand  welftre.  And  yet,  sir,  whyisitnot 
as  just  and  proper  that  these  and  all  other  public  dis- 
bursements siiall  be  expended  equally  in  the  several  States 
according  to  their  representation,  in  order  that  each  may 
share  in  the  favors  of  the  General  Government,  as  that 
this  particular  disbursement  should  be  so  distributed' 
Works  of  internal  improvement  are  dengned  and  prose- 
cuted with  a  view  to  the  defenceandsecurity  of  the' coun- 
try, and  to  augment  its  strength  and  power,  as  well  as 
fleets  and  fortifications;  and  ought  there  to  be  any  other 
rule  in  lite  construction  of  them,  than  to  regard  their  im- 
portance to  the  general  welfurc?  The  President  sug- 
gests in  hta  mcss;tgc  that  it  may  be  proper  for  Congress 
to  reserve  tiie  powi^r  in  certain  cases  over  the  disburse- 
ment of  the  funds  by  the  States.  Now,  sir,  it  appears  to 
]  me  that  the  cases  of  this  description  are  the  onlv  cases 
i  where  the  public  funds  ought  to  be  expended  at  all;  and, 
thwefore,  that  Confess  ought  to  retun  the  power  in  alt 
cases.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  go  into  a  full 
discussion  of  these  sabjeeti  at  tliis  time;  and  I  have  atlud- 
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ed  only  to  some  of  the  difficulties  sug^sted  by^  the  Exe- 
cutive, which  seem  to  me  to  have  much  weight.  To 
obviate  these,  and  to  render  the  scheme  successful  in  its 
operatioiit  he  reg;ard9  it  only  necessary  to  appeal  to  the 
patriotism  of  the  people — to  th«  example  of  the  framen 
of  the  constitution,  and  to  a  spirit  of  "mutual  concession 
and  reciprocal  Ibrhearance, "  which  he  trusts  will  never 
be  invoked  in  vain.  Sir,  these  are  powerfiil  considera- 
tions, and  such  as  will  never  be  disregarded  by  the  friends 
of  our  countiy  and  its  institutions.  But  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
know  why  they  are  not  as  effective  to  overcome  the  evils 
supposed  to  exist  in  the  node  at  present  pursued,  why 
they  may  not  be  wished  with  equal  success  now,  as  to  ob- 
viate the  difficulties  of  the  proposed  substitute. 

If,  at  every  obstacle,  real  or  imnginar>-,  which  ma^ 
spring  up  in  the  progress  of  our  Government,  experi- 
ments are  to  be  tned,  new  paths  explored,  new  provi- 
sions incorporated  into  the  constitution,  what  shall  we 
exhibit  but  the  perpetual  fluctuations  and  iostiUiihty  which 
have  been  characteristic  of  popular  Oovemmenti  in  all 
ages^  And  is  this  a  spectacle  we  are  solicitous  to  hold  up 
to  the  view  of  the  world? 

There  is  another  topic  introduced  into  the  report  of 
the  committee,  which  I  did  not  regard  as  submitted  to 
their  consideration;  and  that  b,  the  expediency  of  so  mo- 
difying the  tarifr  as  to  diminish,  if  not  wholly  prevent,  the 
accumulation  of  funds  more  than  are  required  for  the  or- 
dinary expenses  of  the  Government.  The  message  as- 
sumes that  a  surplus  will  remain  in  the  treasury  after  the 
public  debt  shall  have  been  paid,  and,  in  the  happening  of 
that  contingency,  proposes  the  inquiry  as  to  the  mode  of 
its  distribution.  Now,  ur,  whether  or  not  such  a  surplus 
will  remain,  is  not  a  matter  for  the  consideration  of  this 
committee,  or  this  Congress.  If,  when  the  anticipated 
period  arrive!^  I  shall  be  honored  with  the  confidence  of 
my  constituents,  and  retain  a  seat  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation,  I  shall  not  fiiil  to  co-operate  in  affording  relief  from 
any  duties  or  taxes  wliich  can  be  granted,  con.sistent  with 
that  protection  to  American  industry  and  enterprise, 
which  is  required  by  a  proper  regard  to  the  happiness, 
prosperity,  and  independence  of  the  country.  I  shall  not 
aid  in  raiung  a  revenue  by  any  species  of  taxation  upon 
the  people,  for  the  purpose  or  prosecating  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  or  for  distnbution  among  the  States 
for  their  "domestic  use)"  but,  on  the  oUier  hand,  I  shall 
not  acquiesce  in  withdrawing  the  plighted  protection  of 
the  Government  from  these  branches  of  manufactures, 
which  are  regarded  as  "objects  of  national  importance," 
"essential  to  national  defence,"  or  which,  after  tempo- 
rary protection,  may  &irly  be  expected  to  become  sources 
of  national  wealth,  and  to  compete  successfully  with  the 
productions  of  tbragn,  labor. 

Mr.  JARVIS,  of  Maine,  said,  when  I  made  the  motion 
for  printing  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Surplus  Kevcnue,  I  certainly  did 
not  expect  to  encounter  any  oppoution;  still  less,  sir,  did 
I  expect  that  the  opposition  would  come  from  my  col- 
league, who  is  a  member  of  that  committee.  Hiul  he 
&vored  us  witii  his  presence  when  the  questira  was  con- 
sidered by  the  committee,  I  cannot  but  believe  that  he 
would  have  acquiesced  in  the  propriety  of  having  the 
subject  submitted  to  our  Constituents.  Sir,  I  will  not  be 
seduced  into  following  my  colleague  through  the  mazes  of 
his  arguments.  If,  upon  tiie  bare  question  of  printing, 
the  custom  should  prevail  of  taking  so  wide  a  range,  and 
of  entering  into  constitutional  discussion-s,  the  House  of 
BepresenbLtives  would  cease  to  be  a  hall  of  legislation, 
and  would  degenerate  into  a  debating  club. 

The  question  of  the  disposal  of  the  surplus  revenue 
was  first  offered  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  by  the 
patriarch  of  the  republican  party;  it  has  been  twice,  ay, 
thricct  urged  upon  our  attention  by  the  present  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate.   It  is  a  subject  which  involves  the  yearly  dispo- 


sal of  millions  of  treasure;  it  is  a  subject  which  involves 
constitutional  considerations  of  the  greatest  importance. 
My  colleague  objects  to  the  printing  of  the  report  in 
which  these  matters  of  high  moment  ue  conudered,  be- 
cause it  contains  no  &cts.  How  long,  mr,  hare  we  adopt- 
ed this  criterion? 

The  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  made 
at  the  last  session  an  able  report  on  the  subject  of  the 
Sunday  mails.  It  contained  no  facts;  it  was  merely  an 
argument;  and  yet  no  opposition  was  made  to  the  printing. 
At  tliis  session,  the  Conmittee  on  Manulactutcs  made  a 
report,  wluch  was  ordered  to  be  printed;  notwithstan^ng 
the  committee  had  told  us  on  the  very  threshold  of  their 
report,  that  we  were  to  expect  neither  facts  nor  argu- 
ments from  them;  their  report  was  one  of  opinions! 

Another  objection  is,  that,  by  printing  the  report,  the 
House  gives  its  sanction  to  the  opinions  it  contains.  If 
so,  sir,  this  House  may  be,  and  often  is,  placed  in  an  ' 
awkward  predicament;  for  an  illustration  of  which,  I 
will  a^in  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  Thrt 
committee,  as  we  have  lately  been  informed  by  a  mem- 
ber of  it  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  is  split  into  three 
parts.  One  part  looks  upon  the  tariff  of  1828,  that  child 
of  many  fatiiers,  as  a  model  of  beauty  and  perfection; 
another  part  considers  it  a  rickety,  deformed  urtJiin, 
which,  however,  has  some  stamina,  and,  by  dint  of  great 
care  and  good  nursing,  may  be  reduced  into  some  HU4>e 
and  .comeliness;  a  third  part  regards  it  aa  a  monstrous 
abortion,  which  ought  to  have  been  strangled  at  its  birth. 
The  report,  and  a  counter  report  from  Afferent  parts  of 
this  committee,  have  already  been  printed,  and  the  opi- 
nion of  the  third  part  would  also  have  been  printed  by 
the  House,  if  its  views  had  been  submitted  to  us.  Then, 
according  to  the  doctrine  of  my  colleague,  the  House 
would  have  exhibited  the  «nglar  anomaly  of  entertaining 
three  different  opinions  upon  one  and  the  same  aiU>ject. 
It  would  have  regarded  ue  tariff  as  perfect,  indiffiu«nt, 
and  execrable!  Sir,  my  colleague  would  transform  us 
into  a  moral  monster,  surpassing  the  fabled  monsters  of 
antiquity.  In  the  legends  of  former  days,  we  read  of 
monsters  having  three  beads;  but  we,  ur,  should  be  a 
monster  having  three  minds.  A  flwht  of  the  the  imap- 
nation  beyond  the  wildest  fictions  oi  poetnr. 

Sir,  the  subject  of  the  surplus  revenue  oas  been  care- 
fully, diligently,  and  scrupuloudy  examined  and  scanned 
by  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred.  The  result  of 
their  investigation  is  contained  in  the  report  of  which  I 
have  moved  to  have  an  extra  number  of  copies  printed. 
The  report  has  been  drawn  up  with  great  care,  and  not 
without  labor;  and  I  trust  that  the  House  will  extend  to  it 
the  same  indulgence  which  it  has  extended  to  other  re- 
ports not  Burpasung  it  in  interest  or  importance. 

Mr.  CRAIG,  of  Virginia,  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
proposition  to  print  six  thousaud  copies  of  the  report  in 
question.  The  time  was  now  distinctly  in  view,  at  which, 
in  all  human  jjrobability,  it  would  be  necessary  to  provide 
for  the  disposition  of  a  large  annual  surplus  of  revenue. 
There  was,  it  seemed  to  him,  great  propne^-,atthis  time, 
in  drawing  to  it  the  public  attention.  This  repoi^  by- 
being  circulated  among  the  people,  will  liave  that  effect. 
The  public  mind  being  drawn  to  the  subject  thiu  early, 
will  probably  have  digested  some  mode  of  disponng  of 
this  surplus,  before  tfie  occasion  for  immediate  action 
arrives,  and  all  tlie  difficulties  usually  attendant  upon  a 
matter  of  so  much  magnitude  on  its  first  appearance,  be 
avoided. 

He  woidd  now  attend  to  some  of  the  objections  which 
had  been  advanced  by  the  gendeman  from  Maine,  [Mr. 
EvA\B,]  againstthe  motion  to  print  an  extra  number  of 
this  report.  And  first,  if  he  [Mr.  C]  rightfully  under- 
stood that  gentleman,  he  objected  to  the  printii^  of  the 
proposed  mimbcr  of  tlie  document,  because  thait  numbi-r 
was  too  insignificant  to  answer  any  good  end}  the  sliarc 
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of  each  merabei  would  not  amoant  to  more  than  (about) 
twenty-five  copies,  and  thia  number,  distributed  in  each 
member's  district,  could  produce  no  sensible  effect. 
[Here  the  gentleman  ftom  Maine  n»e,  and,  the  floor  being 
yielded  to  lum,  stated  that  the  Kentleman  from  Virginia 
had  misconceired  him.  He  dia  not  intend  the  remark 
which  had  been  quoted  as  an  arifumeDti  but  merely  as  a 
remark  to  show  that  he  had  no  fears  that,  by  printing  this 
small  number  of  the  document,  impresnons  would  be 
mode  upon  the  public  mind,  un&rorable  to  bis  views  of 
the  subject  which  it  professes  to  treat.}  Mr.  C.  sud  he 
waa  glad  to  be  corrected.  He  had  no  wnh  to  minnterpret 
the  atirumcBti  or  remarks  of  gentlemen. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  had  understood  the  gentleman  to  say, 
that  to  print  this  document  would  be,  in  effect,  to  give 
the  sanction  of  this  House  to  the  principles  which  it  con- 
tains. This  is  an  assertion,  not  of  intuitive  truth,  and 
requires  proof.  The  proof  liad  not  been  furnished,  and, 
therefore^  he  might  be  excused  for  disputing  its  correct- 
new.  He  contended  that  the  order  to  pnnt  would  not 
usher  the  document  forth  to  the  world  under  its  implied 
sanction  of  the  principles  which  it  contains.-  The  oider 
to  print  would  only  sanction  the  proprie^  of  submitting 
the  subject  to  the  public,  for  examination — to  be  approv- 
ed if  deemed  to  be  correct>~^to  he  rejected  if  deemed 
erroneous. 

The  object  of  the  motion  he  [Mr.  C]  understood  to 
be,  not  to  forestall  or  act  upon  public  opinion,  but,  as  he 
had  dready  stated,  to  arouse  the  attention  of  the  wliole 
peojile  to  a  subject  of  grest  interest— to  tiie  subject -of  a 
cUstribution  or  other  ^spodtion  of  the  annual  surplus 
revenue,  after  the  extinguishment  of  the  national  debtt  an 
event  which  would,  with  a  moral  certainty,  take  place  ia 
three  or  four  years. 

Can  it  be  believed  that  the  early  agitation  of  principles 
among  the  people  is  calcuhited  to  expose  them  to  the 
influence  of  error>  Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  apprehend  this  is 
the  Very  mode  of  avoiding  error.  Truth  is  great,  ««d- 
gains  strength  by  exposure.  The  more  it  is  ajptated  in 
the  public  mind,  the  surer  is  its  final  triumph  over  its 
natural  adversary— error.  I  cannot  then  think  that  any 
bad  consequence  can  possibly  result  from  the  printing  of 
thia  document.  But,  on  the  contrary,  it  may  produce 
good  effects,  by  offering  inducements  to  the  people  at 
urge  to  tak^  thus  early,  into  their  connderation  the 
great  subjefst  of  tiie  suiplus  revenue,  and  to  prepare  their 
opinions  for  the  emergency  when  it  shall  amve. 

Hie  gentleman  from  Maine,  said  Mr.  C,  asks  with  con- 
siderable  empha»s,  will  the  House  permit  the  printing  of 
a  document  which  contains  principles  in  oppontion  to  the 
sentiments  of  a  majority  of  the  House  >  Has  the  gentle- 
man considered  the  extent  of  the  principle  indicated  bv 
lUa  question?  Does  he  intend  to  deny  to  the  minority  au 
rights  and  privilegeB?  Shall  the  majority  be  allowed  to 
avail  themselves  M  all  the  means  affonled,  by  a  command 
over  the  treasury,  to  propagate  their  dogmas,  to  the  ex- 
cluson  of  the  nunority^  Or  does  the  gentleman  mean  to 
assume  that  the  majority  is  infallible?  This  question 
savors  strongly  of  Popish  intolerance — we  are  right,  you 
are  wrong.  In  mercy  to  your  dangerous  condition,  we 
will  fvce  you  to  the-standard  of  our  faith.  We  will,  at 
least,  prevent  you  from  giving  currency  to  your  heresies. 
[Mr.  C.  was  prucecding,  when  tiie  Chair  announced  the 
expiration  of  the  hoar  alfaMted  to  tlie  discussion.] 

[The  following  are  the  resolutions  subndtted  by  Mr. 
Mabtix,  to  the  report  of  the  Comnuttee  on  the  Distri- 
bution of  the  Surplus  Revenue: 

**  Rnohedf  That  the  power  of  taking  money  from  the 
people,  by  laying  and  collecting  duties,  imposta,  and  ex* 
dses,  is  one  of  tbe  most  sacrm  of  the  trusts  vested  in 
Goremmentsf  that  it  is  confemd  solely- to  enable  them 
to  command  the  necessary  means  to  execute  the  objects 
for  which  th^  were  institnted{  and  that  to  exact  money 


from  the  people  when  not  necessary  for  those  objects,  or 
more  than  may  be  necessary,  would  be,  On  the  part  of  the 
Government,  a  manifest  breach  of  tnist,  and  to  the  people 
unjust  and  oppressive. 

"Besolved,  That  the  General  Government  was  created 
by  the  people  of  the  States  for  certain  general  otyecta^  to 
execute  wbic^  particular  and  specific  powers,  enamen^ed 
in  the  constitution,  were  conferred  on  it,  and,  among 
others,  the  power,  of  laving  and  collecting  taxes,  dutiei^ 
imposts,  and  excises,  which,  like  the  other  powers,  was 
conferred  solely  as  means  for  effecting  the  common  ob- 
jects entrusted  to  the  Uniooi  and  tha^  for  the  General 
Government  to  collect  taxes,  to  distribute  the  proceeds 
among  the  several  States,  would  be  in  ftet  to  acknowledge 
that  the  money  is  not  necessary  for  those  common  objects, 
and  would,  therefore,  be  not  only  unjust  and  oppressive, 
but  a  direct  and  palpable  violation  of  the  constitution  itself. 

"  Setohedy  That  to  collect  money  to  be  distributed 
among  the  States,  must,  in  its  consequences,  put  to  hazard 
all  the  objects  for  which  the  General  Government  was 
formedi  as  it  would  necessarily  create  in  all  the  States 
powerful  factions,  whose  object  would  he  to  obtain  a 
control  over  the  sums  t^stributed,  and  whose  influence 
would  be  directed  to  increase  the  surplus  to  be  distribut- 
ed by  arresting  or  demolishing  the  appropriations  of  the 
General  Government,  however  constitutional  or  proper 
they  mi^t  be,  while  they  would  be  under  the  most  direct 
and  powerful  influence  to  sustain  the  General  Government 
as  B  mere  en^ne  for  the  unconstitutional  unjust,  and  op- 
prensve  purposes  of  collecting  money  from  the  people 
tor  an  object  never  contemplated  by  the  framers  of  Uie  ^ 
constitution,  and  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  purposes  for  ' 
which  it  was  created. 

Seaoloed,  therefore^  That  to  distribute  the  surplus 
revenue  among  the  States,  would  be  unjust,  unconstitu- 
tional, and  oppresuve,  and  dangerous  to  the  General  Go- 
vernment; and  that  the  only  plan  that  can  be  devised,  that 
will  he  at  once  economical,  just,  constitutional,  and  safe, 
is,  by  a  reduction  of  taxes,  to  leave  the  money,  not  neces- 
sary for  the  purposes  <^  Uie  Government,  in  the  pockets 
of  those  who  make  it.'*] 

WOOD  FOR  THE  POOR  OF  GEORGETOWN. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Mayor  Georgetown,  relative  to  tiie  distressed  situation 
of  the  poor  of  that  city,  and  soliciting  the  House  to  grant 
a  donation  of  some  of  the  wood  in  the  vaults  of  the  capitol 
for  their  present  use. 

Mr.  WASHINGTON  said  he  would  not  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  in  explaining  the  necessity  for  acting 
immediately  on  the  application  just  made.  The  tetter 
sufficiently  expluned  itself,  and  he  should  content  luraself 
wiA  simply  submitting  the  following  resolution: 

Remlvea,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  cause  thirty  cords  of  wood  to  be 
delivered  to  the  order  of  the  Mayor  of  Georgetown,  for 
the  use  of  the  suffering  poor  of  that  town. 

Mr.  POLK  said  he  knew  it  was  an  ungracious  task  to 
oppose  a  resolution  in  behalf  of  tlie  suffering  poor  of  this 
District,  or  any  otiier  countrj'.  He  must  be  permitted  to 
remark,  liowever,  that  the  precedent  of  appropriating  the 
public  funds  for  such  purposes  was  a  bad  one.  The  reso- 
lution now  before  the  House  had  come  upon  it  suddenly, 
and  it  was  not  of  sufficient  consequence  to  move  itS  post- 
ponement. He  recollected  that,  some  years  i^,  there 
was  a  fire  in  the  District,  to  be  seen  from  the  windows  of 
the  capitol,  and  an  application  was  immediately  made  for 
extending  relief  to  the  sufferers.  While  he  was  disposed 
to  do  fulljustice  to  the  motives  which  prompted  members, 
on  that  occasion,  to  draw  money  from  the  treasury  for  the 
reUef  of  the  sufiiver^  he  would  ask,  was  the  course 
adopted  a  proper  one^  Was  tiie  obligation  to  contribute 
to  the  refief  of  snficrers  witiiin  the  ten  miles  squsre 
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greater  thm  t»tiiOM  of  other  parte  of  the  \5mon\  The 
very  same  day  that  the  fire  occurred  in  Alexandria,  pro- 
perty, to  a  fiir  greater  extent,  waa  destroyed  by  the  same 
element  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  but  he  bad  never  heard  that 
tboTC  sufferers  applied  to  Congress  for  relief.  There 
were  many  sufferers  in  the  United  State»— many  objecla 
of  charity— but  they  did  not  call  upon  Congress  to  lielp 
them.  Ccmtinue  to  pass  resolutions  of  the  character  of 
that  now  belbre  the  Houses  and  what  would  be  the  con- 
sequence? Why,  eveiy  winter,  when  the  snow  fell,  or 
the  Potomac  was  frozen  over,  applications  would  be  made 
to  Congress,  and  members  would  be  engaged  in  the  dig^ 


nified  object  of  buying  and  stowing  wood,  to  g>ve  to  the 
poor  of  the  IMstrict  of  Columbia.  Mr.  P.  remarked  that, 
m  opposing  the  resolution  now  under  conMderation,  he 
did  it  on  principle :  the  House  had  not  the  power  to  make 
the  donation  requested.  He  mi^t  be  tola  that  Con^ss 
was  the  exclusive  Legislature  for  the  District.  Be  it  so. 
But  was  that  any  good  reason  that  they  should  give  away 
all  the  revenue  of  the  nation  to  the  people  of  the  District 
of  Columbia?  If  so,  the  poor  of  the  other  sections  of  the 
country  had  notiitng  to  do  but  to  come  and  sit  down  here, 
in  UUs  District,  and  apply  to  Congress  for  relief.  _  It  was 
not  to  the  amount  proposed  to  be  given  that  he  objected — 
no,  not  the  paltry  cost  of  thirty  cords  of  wood;  but  he 
woiJd  state  that  gentlemen  came  here  to  le^slate  on  the 
great  concerns  of  the  Union,  and  not  to  give  away  the 
public  property.  It  was  not  money  from  the  treasury,  but 
the  expense  was  to  be  defrayed  by  the  contingent  fund  of 
thisHouse.  ThatfimdwaavotedfiirtheuBeoftheHouset 
there  should  be  some  discretion  in  its  appUcaHon ;  and  if  we 
may  give  away  a  part  of  it,  for  purposes  other  than  fat  what 
it  was  intended,  we  may  give  away  the  whole.  He  might 
well  address  himself,  en  this  occasion,  to  those  who,  by 
the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  had  cut  off  all  op- 
portunity of  remark  on  a  former  similar  subject.  Their 
motives  were  kind,  no  doubt,  and  he 'gave  tliem  credit  for 
them;  a  severe  storm  was  ra^ng,  and  they  yielded  to  their 
feelings  as  men.  No  such  reason  could  de  urged  now, 
however}  for  the  present  was  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
days  Uiey  bad  enjoyed  for  some  time.  But  it  was  said  the 
poor  of  Georgetown  were  suffering — so  may  be  the  poor 
of  New  York,  and  other  sections  of  the  Union.  In  con- 
clusion, he  trusted  that  the  House  would,  by  its  vote  to* 
day.  put  a  check  to  legislation  on  matters  ctf  thb  sort. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  South  Carolina  contended,  that  it  was 
not  competent  for  Uie  House  to  vote  donations  of  fuel  for 
the  people  of  the  District.  If  so,  it  would  have  power  also 
to  vote  millions  of  the  public  money  to  feed  and  clothe 
the  suffering  poor  of  tlie  District.  The  House  had  no  riglit 
to  give  away  the  public  money  for  any  such  purpose;  and 
if  gentlemen  were  disposed  to  be  liberal,  let  them  be  Tf 
heral  out  of  their  own  money.  He,  therefore,  moved  the 
following  substitute,  by  way  of  amendment,  viz. 

*'  That  the  Sergeant-at-arms  be  required  to  deduct  from 
the  compensation  of  the  members  of  this  House  one  day's 
pay,  aiid  deliver  said  sum  to  the  Mayor  of  Geoigetown, 
to  be  applied  to  purchase  fuel  for  the  paupers  of  that 
town:  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  such  deduction  shall 
be  made  from  the  compensation  of  such  members  only  as 
vote  in  favor  of  this  resolution." 

Mr.  POLK  asked  for  the  yeas  and  n^  on  the  amend, 
ment,  observing  that  he  would  vote  for  it  with  the  great- 
est pleasure. 

Mr.  STORR3,ofNew  York,  asketl,  what  was  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  District  of  Columbia?  As  the  answer  to  that 
question  would  imply  the  power  of  the  House  to  grant  the 
proposed  relief,  yet  not  to  grant  a  similar  relief  to  the 
people  of  Ohio,  or  any  other  State  having  its  own  legisla- 
ture, Coi^ress  stood  in  the  same  relation  to  this  tcmtonr 
as  the  Legislature  ofNew  York  did  to  hers.  He  conclud* 
ed  a  few  remarks,  by  demanding  the  previous  question. 

The  call  »BS  seconded,  90  to  86]  and  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 


The  effect  of  tiiis  decision  being  to  set  aside  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  BuiB,  the  question  was  put  on  ■gree^^_|*> 
tlie  resolution,  and  decided,  by  yeas  and  rt^  i"  the  affirm- 
ative -yeas  108,  nays  79. 

REVOLUTIONARY  TRANSACTIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  hud  before  the  House  the  memorial 
of  the  heirs  and  representatives  of  the  house  of  Basmanen 
and  Raimbeaux,  merchants,  of  Bordeaux,  in  France,  in 
the  period  of  the  revolutionary  war,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  claims  of  said  house  against  the  United  States 
out  of  transactions  during  the  said  warj  whkh  wai  read, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affiurs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 


JUDICIAL  CONTEMPTS. 

Mr.  DRAPER,  of  Virginia,  by  leave  of  the  House,  Mb- 
mitted  for  consideration  the  following  resolution; 

Raohtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  JuiUciary  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  defining  by 
sutute  all  offences  which  may  be  punished  as  contempti 
of  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 
The  resolution  having  been  read, 
Mr.  DRAPER  sud  that  he  had  offered  this  resolution 
under  the  deepest  sense  of  duty.   It  was  not  his  intention, 
he  said,  on  this  occasion,  to  agitate  a  question  which  had 
been  recentiy  much  agitated  elsewhere.    But,  said  I 
do  wish  to  know  upon  what  tenure  the  people  of  tha 
countnr  hold  their  liberties.   I  wish  to  know  whether,  u  I 
myself  choose  to  go  into  the  public  newspapers  to  Tindi- 
cate  any  vote  I  give  here,  it  lie  not  competent  for  any 
man,  who  thinks  proper  to  do  so,  to  enter  the  same  forom, 
upon  equal  ground,  to  show  that  my  opinion  is  wrong. 
If  I,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  or  this  House  as  a  body, 
should  set  forth  to  the  world  any  opinion  upon  a  matter 
before  us,  has  not  any  one  a  right,  through  the  swne  me- 
dium, to  question  the  correctness  of  thatopinionf  Does 
not  that  opinion,  from  the  moment  of  its  publication,  be- 
come public  property?    Does  it  not  present  as  fair  a  sub- 
tect  for  discusMon  as  any  that  can  be  presented  to  the 
mind  of  man?    The  object  of  such  a  publication  of  an 
opinion  is  to  convince  the  readeft  of  it  that  a  certain  pro- 
poMtion  is  right.    If  tiie  object  of  a  publication  be  to 
convince  the  public  at  large  tiiat  any  particular  pK^WSi- 
tion  agitated  here  is  correct,  is  it  not  competent  for  ai^ 
dtizen  to  call  in  question  the  correctness  of  such  an  opi- 
nion?   9iu«Iy  it  is.   If,  then,  we  have  not  the  power  of 
promulgating  our  opinions,  under  the  protection  of  a  garb 
of  official  sanctity,  I  sliould  like  to  know  if  any  other  de- 
partment of  the  Government  has  a  ripht  to  go  before  the 
public  with  a  vindication  of  iU  opmions,  without  any 
citizen  who  chooses  haring  the  right  o(  reply  to  them,  or 
comment  upon  them.    This  body  has,  1  admit,  a  «ght  to 
preserve  decorum  and  order  wrthin  these  walls,  and  to 
remove  from  within  them  any  one  who  may  disturb  the 
proceedings  of  this  House.    But  if,  after  having  acted 
apon  any  subject,  a  majority  of  this  House  shall  choose  to 
go  into  the  newspapers,  to  state  the  grounds  on  which  we 
have  acted,  I  maintain  that  any  dtizcn  whatever  has  a 
right  to  meet  us  there,  and  contest  those  grounds.  Any 
solitary  individual  has,  under  such  circumstances,  a  rigltt 
to  meet  and  confront  the  whole  body  of  the  majority  of 
this  House.    If  this  reasoning  apply  to  the  legislative 
body,  does  it  not,  in  an  equal  degree,  apply  to  wery 
other  department  of  tiie  Government?    1  maintwn  that  it 
does.    Whenever  an  individual  in  office  lays  aside  his 
official  capadty,  and  endeavors  by  argument  and  TCasM 
to  convince  otliers  that  any  tiling  which  he  has  done  offi- 
didly,  has  been  done  properly,  he  has  aright  to  be  met 
by  whomsoever,  differing  in  opinion  from  him,  in  any 
forum  which  he  himself  may  select.  Believing  this,  1  liave 
prepued  this  resolution,  under  a  deep  sense  ot  the  duQr 
which  I  owe,  not  only  to  myself,  bat  to  the  six^  thouaand 
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freemiBD  whom  I  represent  oo  thu  floor.  lam  not-fOT 
hoWne'  mv  liberty  for  one  moment  at  the  ditcretkm  of 
in^  inmviaual.  It  may  be  w'ld,  sir*  in  opposition  to  the 
object  of  thia  reaeludon,  that  there  will  be  difficulty  in 
deBniuK  contempU  of  court  Though  this  may  be  true, 
we  shall  Sod  no  difficulty  in  defining  what  are  not  con< 
tempts.  "We  can  embrace,  in  any  legal  provision  on  this 
s^ject,  many  cases  which  are  not  contempts.  We  might 
ny,  for  example,  that  it  would  not  be  a  contempt  of  court 
to  express  an  opinion  upon  any  decisi<Mi  finally  made  in 
court.  &c.  We  might  declare  that  it  should  not  be  a 
contempt  of  court  in  any  one  to  say  that  a  judge  is  not 
immaculate.  I  beg  not  to  be  uoderatood,  ssud  Ur.  D.,  as 
here  referring  to  a  case  which  has  been  lately  before  the 
Other  branch  of  this  Legislature,  sitting  u  a  nigh  court  of 
impeachment.  ^Far  be  it  from  me  to  reflect  upon  the 
conduct  of  any  iudiTidual,  who  for  such  conduct  tus  been 
cenatitutiooalfy  tried,  and  legally  acquitted.  But  the  hw 
ought  to  be  so  clear,  that  every  individual  may  be  able  to 
look  to  the  statute  book,  and  know  whetlier,  m  any  thing 
that  he  may  do,  he  acts  within  the  law  or  not.  For  the 
•ecurity  of  uie  rights  of  the  whole  people,  and  for  no  pur- 
pose oi  invidious  allusion  or  personal  gratification,  I  Invite 
Uua  inquiry.  It  is  proper,  sir,  that  every  in^vldual  in 
the  communis  shoukl  know  what  are  the  laws  which  he 
ia  bound  to  observe  at  the  peril  of  his  liberly. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE,  concurring  with  his  colleague  in 
the  expediency  of  this  inquiry,  suggested  to  him  the  pro- 
priety of  modifying  his  resolution,  oy  adding  to  it  these 
words:  f  and  aUo  to  limit  the  punishment  for  Uie  same." 

Mr.  DRAPER  accepted  this  modification. 

And,  thus  modified,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  with> 
out  a  diraioo. 

<]LAIII  OP  JAMBS  MONROE. 

The  House  then  to{>k  up  for  consideration  the  amend- 
ment yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  M^acsa  to  the  till  for 
&e  relief  of  James  Monroei  which  was  as  follows: 

*'  Strike  out  froDi  the  lull  all  that  follows  the  enaetii^ 
clause,  and  insert— 

"  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  'treasury, 
under  the  sii^rvision  and  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to 
a4ju8t  and  settle  all  the  accounts  and  claiibs  oS  James 
Monro^  late  President  of  the  United  States^  upon  prind- 
ples  of  justice  and  equity. 

**Atd  be  U  further  enaded.  That,  so  soon  as  any 
amount  shall  Have  been  found  due  to  the  ssH  James 
Monroe,  it  shall  be  paid  to  him  out  of  any  money  In  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated." 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  treasury,  and  inserting 
the  filUQwing: 

'*  Be,  and  thejr  are  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to 
cxMmna  and  adjust  aU  the  accounts  and  claims  of  James 
Monroe,  late  President  of  the  United  States,  upon  the 
principles  of  justice  and  equity. 

"^nd  be  tt  further  enacted  That  the  amount  of  the 
several  accounts  and  chums,  when  examined  and  adjust- 
ed,  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  together  with  the  principle 
OD  which  each  item  is  founded,  dull  be  reportea  to  Con- 
gress fiv  final  decision  and  allowuiee.** 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  addressed  the  House  in  support  of  his 
sunendment. 

Mr.  SPENCEB,  of  Kew  York,  preferred  the  amend- 
ment submitte<l  by  Mr.  Mbbosb,  to  that  then  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  CHILTON  addressed  the  House  at  some  lengtii 
against  the  claim,  and  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Messrs. 
Spbhcss,  ETsasTT.  and  Mxacsa.  Of  the  two,  he  had  a 
prefisrence  for  that  of  Mr.  Wiluams,  but  thouriit  Ctm- 
gress,  instead  of  Mr.  Hagner,  should  settle  the  dajm. 
Vol.  VII.— ^ 


M>.  STOBRS,  of  New  York,  thought  it  would  ha  per- 
fectly safe  to  refer  the  accounU  of  Mr.  Monroe  to  the 
accounting  officers.  He  hoped  they  would  be  settled  by 
tliem,  ana  never  come,  before  Congress  again. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  would  vote  for  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  WiixiAMS,  and  trusted  that,  if  that  should  not  pre- 
vail, the  House  would  act  upon  the  matter  at  once. 

Mr.  MALLARY  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  claun, 
and  would  have  been  willing  to  relieve  the  distinguished 
individual  refeired  to  fVom  all  his  embarrassmenta.  He 
should  support  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia. 

Mr-  DRAYTON  thought  enough  had  already  been  al- 
lowed to  Mr.  HcHiroe.  He  referred  to  former  legislation 
of  the  l^usc,  and  spoke,  not  hearing  Uie  arguments  of 
others,  but  from  his  own  experience. 

Mr.  ANGEL  addressed  the  House  as  foUowi: 
Mr.  SrsARKm:  I  shall  vote  For  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Wn^iavs.] 
I  shall  vote  for  It  on  the  ground  that  it  reserves  to  this 
House  the  settlement  of  the  principles  on  which  the  ap- 
propriation for  this  claim,  if  allowed,  shall  he  made.  By 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  appropriating 

Sower  u  apeciall;^  confided  to  this  House.  As  the  imme- 
tate  representatives  of  the  people,  the  members  of  this 
House  are  reaponsihle  for  all  moneys  drawn  from  the 
treasury.  The  amendment,  as  (^ered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Msacaa,]  proposes  to  transfer  this 
responsibility  to  the  Executive  Department.  Sir,  the  sub- 
ject of  Executive  legislation,  as  it  is  called,  has  become 
the  subject  of  loud  and  long  complaint.  Sesnon  afler 
session,  and  day  after  day,  in  each  sesuon,  we  hear  gentle- 
men upon  this  floor  uttering  complaints  against  it  I  have  ' 
not  made  an  examination  or  estimate,  but  I  have  fre- 
quently heard  it  asserted,  that  the  amount  of  mone^ 
drawn  from  the  treasury,  under  Executive  Igpalation,  u 
nearly  equal  to  that  drawn  from  It  under  the  legislation  of 
Congress.  The  complaints  against  this  irregularity  are 
not  confined  to  this  House;  they  appear  in  the  columns  of 
the  newspapers  throughout  the  country,  and  the  people 
at  large  are  strongly  inclined  to  restrain  this  practice- 

Bjr  a  reference  to  the  debates  upon  the  constitution, 
when  it  was  before  the  people  of  this  country  for  adop- 
tion, you  will  see  that  strong  fears  were  entertained  that, 
if  the  entire  revenues  of  the  country  were  placed  at  the 
dispcsal  of  the  Federal  Government  abuses  would  grov 
out  of  that  power,  and  appropnadons  would  be  made,  in- 
conustent  with  the  pubhc  interest  It  was  urged  that  no 
lasting  abuse  would  ensue;  fiw  that,  by  the  constitution, 
the  appropriating  power  was  excIuAvely  confided  to  the 
immediate  representatives  of  the  people;  that  they  were 
to  be  elected  once  in  two  yean,  and  were  immediately 
responuble  for  the  exercise  of  their  power  to  their  con- 
stituents; that,  should  they  attempt  to  make  an  improper 
di>pontionofthepubUc  funds,  a  q>ecdy  remedy  could  be 
fimnd  in  ttic  frequent  recurrence  of  elections.  This  arru- 
ment  prevailed,  and  this  House  was  recognised  as  the 
safest  deposhmy  of  the  appropriating  power.  Should 
this  House  prove  recreant  to  its  duty«  and  refuse  to  hold 
the  purse  strings  of  the  nation,  who  ivill  hold  them  for  us^ 
When  the  immediate  representatives  manifest  an  indiffer- 
ence as  to  the  appropriation  of  the  public  treasuce,  cab 
we  expect  that  agents,  whose  responubility  ta  more  re- 
mote, will  protect  the  interests  which  we  iU)andon '  Before 
we  sanction  an  appropriation,  it  is  our  province  and  our 
duty  to  know,  to  understand,  and  to  seme  the  principle 
upon  which  that  appropriation  ia  made.  The  amendment 
as  offered  by  the  ^ntleman  from  Virginia,  [Hr.  Mxbcib,] 
proposes  an  unlimited  appropriation,  and  refers  the  set- 
tlement of  the  prindple  upon  which  it  b  to  be  made  to 
the  Executive  Department.  What  prindple  thu  depart- 
ment may  adopt,  and  what  amount  tt  mav  avud  under 
the  provirions  of  this  amendment,  should  it  become  a 
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law,  no  gentlemui  here  can  lell.  We  endone  the  cfaum 
in  bhiik,  and  hand  it  orer  to  the  party,  and  to  i^enti  of 
remote  reiponribiEty,  to  fill  up. 

Sir,  I  see  no  neceanty  for  thia  reference.  The  claim, 
a^eeabljr  to  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir' 
ginia,  {Hf-  HiBGiB,]  conusts  of  onfy  nine  items.  It  is  not 
a  long  account,  requiring  a  tedious  examination,  or  a  so- 
lution of  intricate  or  etnoarraaung  questions:  the  Acts 
are  all  comprised  whbin  a  narroir  compaii.  Th^  are 
detailed  at  lei^^  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  may 
be  examined  and  understood  in  tvo  hours,  by  any  gentle- 
man who  will  devote  his  attention  to  them  for  that  length 
of  time.  They  have  been  a  long  time  before  Congress, 
and  I  bare  no  heutation  in  saying  that  titer  an  under- 
stood by  the  members  of  tlus  House,  as  wefl  aa  they  can 
be  by  gentlemen  in  the  Executive  Department.  To  this 
Hooae  the  settlement  of  the  question  belongs,  and,  for 
one,  I  will  not  attempt  to  evade  the  retponnbility  of  set- 
tling it.  Prom  the  hi^  character  of  the  claimant,  the 
decUon  of  this  claim  will  unavwdably  be  drawn  into  fu- 
ture  precedent.  It  is  not  the  amount  which  Mr.  Monroe 
alone  may  draw,  tliat  I  fear.  The  appropriation  of  mil- 
lions to  other  in^viduals^  fbr  sinular  claims,  may  be  made 
under  the  rule  which  this  case  may  establish.  This  is  a 
elum  of  doUan  and  cents,  askea  as  a  remuneration  for 
■ervieea  rendered,  and  moneys  cUsbursed  fbr  the  benefit 
of  the  Oovemment.  The  rule  establi^ed  for  its  allow- 
ance must  serve  as  a  governing  principle  in  all  future 
cases  of  claims  for  like  services,  and  like  disbursements. 
Under  this  Government,  wc  cannot  establish  a  criterion  of 
partial  appUcation.  That  which  is  "equity  and  justice" 
when  ^pUed  to  the  claim  of  Mr.  Monroe,  must  be  equity 
and  justice  when  applied  to  every  otiier  dnm  of  unular 
character. 

From  the  peculiar  character  of  this  chum,  and  from  its 
general  notoriety,  I  feel  extremely  desirous  that  it  should 
be  settled  by  the  appropriate  tribunal — by  the  public 
agents,  under  an  immediate  rcsponubility  to  the  people, 
who  feel  the  vnght  of  that  responnbility,  and  vho  can  be 
roost  readily  brought  to  account  for  thur  discharge  of 
tluaduty. 

My  objection  fo  sending  the  chdm  to  the  Executive  De- 
partment for  settlement  and  liquidation,  docs  not  arise 
from  a  want  of  confidence  in  that  department.  For  the 
President,  and  his  cabinet,  I  entertain  a  high  regard;  but, 
great  as  ia  my  confidence  in  them,  I  desire  that  they 
should  not  be  required  to  execute  a  duty  not  properly 
devolTinr  opon  them.  I  am  also  averse  to  embarnumng 
them  with  this  question.  I.et  the  appropriate  duties  of 
each  branch  of  fne  Government  be  kept  separate,  and  let 
aach  stand  re^naible  fbr  its  action.  I  ccnuder  it  ungene- 
rous on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  attempt  to  i&mi  its 
responnbility  to  the  Prcndent  of  the  United  States.  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  he  would  do  justice;  and  let  him 
be  ever  so  just,  there  are  those  who  will  endeavor  to  tor- 
ture his  acts  to  his  prejudice. 

Bir,  it  was  with  great  rductancc  that  1  was  impelled  to 
say  any  tiling  upon  this  subject;  but,  fVom  the  course 
wtuch  the  debate  upon  the  question  has  titken,  and  from 
the  remarks  which  nave  &llen  fi-om  the  advocates  of  the 
claim,  I  should  have  been  wanting  in  du^  and  respect  to 
myself,  had  I  given  a  silent  vote,  without  repelling  the 
charges  of  lUibcrality  and  ingratitude  made  against  those 
,who  vote  sfsinst  the  chum.  I  am  not  content  to  be 
branded  with  illlberalitv  or  ingratitude,  and  yield  a  seem- 
'vag  assenVby  pasnve  silence. 

Id  doors,  and  out  of  doors,  every  thing  that  could  be 
put  in  requiffltion,  has  been  brought  to  near  upon  thu 
claim.  Gentlemen  upon  this  floor  hare  addressed  us  in 
tbe  most  feeling  and  pathetic  manner,  in  behalf  of  the 
clahnant.  We  have  been  told  of  his  early,  constant,  and 
devoted  patriotisroi  of  his  long,  arduous,  and  valuable  ser- 
vices;  or  his  MifTeringa,  hts  wants,  and  bia  distrrs>e<:  the 


power  of  eulogy  has  been  exhausted  in  portraying  the 
Tirtnea  and  character  of  the  man.  Far  be  it  from  me.  sir, 
to  detract  from  his  meri^.  I  acdcnowledge  the  high  cha- 
racter that  has  been  aoigned  him.  I  acknowlei^e  hii 
patriotism,  his  service^  and  the  debt  of  giatitode  we  owe 
him.  If  he  be  poor,  and  in  want,  ht  has  my  nrnpathicti 
and,  were  it  in  my  power,  eonaatently  with  the  duties  I 
owe  to  the  station  I  holc^  I  should  uieerfullr  aid  in  hii 
relief)  but,  in  the  discbai^  of  my  duty  to  the  piibKc,  I 
must  be  governed  by  my  Judgment,  not  by  my  ^mpkthtea. 

In  addition  to  wltat  tiaa  passed  apon  tiiia  ftoof ,  an  ex- 
tTsneous  influence  has  been  put  In  motion,  witt  a  view  to 
operate  upon  the  memben  of  tins  body.  Pubfic  meetings 
have  been  held  m  difTimnt  places^  and  rcsofotiens  hav« 
been  passed  eniressive  of  (faeir  sense  of  the  jnatice  and 
equity  of  thia  clum.  Tfaese  resotutions  have  been  uAer- 
ed  upon  us  aa  the  evidence  of  public  sentiment,  and  unt- 
versal  an^e^  of  the  people  fi>r  the  relief  of  Mr.  Monroe. 
When  it  is  aueged  that,  from  the  compficated  nature  of 
this  clumi  the  members  of  tUs  Honse,  who  have  examined 
it,  and  whose  duty  H  has  been  to  investigate  and  under- 
stand it,  are  incompetent  to  decide  it,  and  that  it  is,  there- 
fore, necessary 'to  send  it  to  the  Executive  Department  to 
be  settled,  shall  we  bke  the  exprearions  of  those  meet- 
ings as  die  rule  of  our  action  r  Probably  not  one  in  a 
hiuidred  who  attended  them,  had  ever  looked  into  the 
document  relating  to  H,  or  couM  assfgn  any  reason  fiir  its 
allowance,  other  than  that  Mr.  Monroe  deserves  weR  of 
the  country. 

The  only  ground  on  which  this  claim  could  be  sustain- 
ed for  a  moment,  is,  that  of  a  pecuniary  indebtedness  by 
the  Government.  Mr.  Monroe  does  not  ask  us  to  bestow 
it  upon  him  as  a  gii^t  and  should  we  be  so  regardless  of 
our  duty  aa  to  ahuidon  the  wcD  established  rules  of  leni 
adjudication,  and,  instead  of  awarding  him  a  debt  actually 
his  due,  should  insult  him  widi  the  otrer  of  a  gift,  has  be 
not  too  much  of  Ae  American  in  him  to  accept  it^  It  n 
a  debt  that  he  claims,  and  Congress  ia  both  coui  t  and  jury- 
to  try  the  question,  and  assess  hu  damages.  Now,  sir, 
what  would  be  said  of  a  court  or  yxrt  who,  in  fbmuig-  a 
judgment  on  a  claim  fin-  money,  dionfd  look  at,  hear,  or 
regard  the  decisions  or  recommendations  of  a  town,  coun- 
ty, or  city  meeting?  These  aJ-e  designed  to  express  the 
general  judgment  on  subjects  of  policyi  but  they  sre  tuifit 
tribimalfl  to  prescribe  rules  for  the  legal  adjustment  of 
pecuniary  demands,  and  it  savors  somewhat  of  the  dema- 
gogue to  apply  them  in  such  cases. 

Letter  writers  at  Wa-'Hington  have  fnmished  the  editors 
of  papers  with  statements  reflecting  upon  the  ccMiduct  of 
members  of  this  House,  some  for  voting  against,  and 
others  fbr  their  inattention  to  this  claim.  These  letten 
have  been  pubUAed,  and  the  papensent  here;  and  is  it  un- 
charitable to  suppose  that  the  design  was  to  influence  the 
final  vote  upon  tiiis  question?  Now,  sir,  in  the  discharge 
of  mv  duty  as  a  member  of  this  House,  I  cannot  permit 
myself  to  be  seduced  by  any  art  of  persuanon,  or  intiniH 
dated  through  fear  of  popular  denunciation,  toactemmier 
to  my  views  of  justice  and  propriety. 

Sir,  if  it  be  now  in  order  to  advert  to  the  merits  of  this 
claim,  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  express'my  opinion  upon 
them,  1  am  aware  of  the  ungracious  office  1  have  to  per- 
form in  opposing  this  claim.  A  claim  identified  with  tbe 
name,  and  services,  and  sufferings  of  James  Monroe,  is 
calculated  to  draw  to  it  a  generous  feeling,  and  to  inspire 
a  confidence  in  its  merit 

In  1826,  a  portion  of  this  claim,  tether  with  other 
items,  was  pending  before  Congress.  The  subject  elicittd 
great  interest,  and  underwent  a  tiiorougli  iuvestigatidn 
by  the  members  of  thia  House  at  that  time.  I  then  had 
the  honor  of  a  seat  here)  it  became  my  duty  to  act  upcm 
it,  and  I  bestowed  great  attention  upon  its  merits.  1  sat 
down  to  an  examination  with  feelings  of  strong  predilec- 
tion in  its  favor.    I  had  a  hig^  veneration,  and  boundtea 
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Rgard,  for  the  cbwacter  «id  •ervioet  the  mma.  I  felt 
an  earneik  deare  to  find  prooft  iriiloh  vould  authoriae 
ne  to  give  it  my  support.  I  vill  not  mj  thmt  1  exaniined 
it  impartUUyf  for  my  feeling  •tronriy  preponderated  in 
ftTor  of  the  ckinuint.  I  wis  reconcimt  then,  tora  allow' 
ance  of  a  portion  of  the  thirty  thoiuaiid  doUars  then  allow' 
ed  himi  but  sach  vai  the  result  of  my  examination,  that  ] 
was  compelled  to  vote  j^ainst  the  aUommce  of  the  whide 
■mouBt. 

Prerioua  to  presenting^  the  claim  to  Con^CM,  Hr.  Mon- 
roe had  applied  to  the  proper  department  for  its  allow- 
ance.   It  had  undergfone  the  examination  and  decision  of 
gentlemen  who  were  then  in  the  administration.  The 
examination  by  the  department  took  place  at  a.  period 
when  the  facts  and  the  urcumstances  connected  with  the 
claim  were  fresh  jn  the  RcoUectitn,  and  clearly  within 
the  knowlec^  of  those  wbost  duty, it  then  was  to  pass 
upM  it.    Tne  Mntlemen  ot  the  department,  who  ui«i 
allied  and  liquidated  Mr.  Monroes  elaimi>  were  his  coR- 
temporatiesin  serriee,  and  were  bis  prrsonal  and  political 
friends.  Not  satirfed  with  their  rejection  of  certam  items 
for  extra  expenses,  and  for  interest,  he  presented  tlie 
question  to  C<»igres8,  and  asked  that  those  kema  nig-ht 
be  settled  ty  that  body,  upon  priaraplea  of  justice  And 
eqoi^.    After  a  lapse  of  more  Uun  fifteen  years  from  the 
time  Ae  subject  wu  passed  upon  bv  tlie  department. 
Congress  was  induced  to  pass  a  bill  aUuwing,  in  addition 
to  the  allowances  by  the  department,  the  sum  of-twen^- 
nine  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  which  was  then  dtem- 
ed  and  considered  by  the  nuyority  of.Congress  who  voted 
the  allowance,  to  be  an  ample  and  liberal  liqiudatioR  and 
payment  of  all  that  was  due  to  Mr.  Honroe,  upon  princi. 
pies  of  law,  justice,  and  equityt  and  inserted  a  clatue  in 
the  bill,  dcdnnlwy  of  itsbdng  in  Aill  of  all  lus  claims 
upon  the  Ooremtnent   It  seems  thtt  fiirOer  juitice  and 
equity  is  now  ealled  for.    If  the  bill  of  1836  was  a  satis- 
factiiMi  in  full  of  all  lais  claims,  the  appropriation  to  be 
made  by  the  present  bill,  if  it  became  a  law,  must  be  a 
donatitin,  and  not  a  payment    The  Congress  of  1826  be- 
came the  arbiters  between  Mr.  Moaroeand  the  Treasury 
Department.    Their  award  was  obligatory  upon  the  trea- 
sury to  payi  and,  under  the  terms  of  the  ac^  the  accept- 
ance of  the  money  by  Mr-  Monroe  cannot  but  be  coii' 
aideredas  (d>li^mtory  upon  him.   Reciprodty  of  obligation 
upon  the  parties  miut^e  irresistibly  implied. 
^  In  looking  into  the  report  of  the  committee  of  last  ses> 
Mon,  who  reported  the  bill  under  consideration,  it  will  be 
seen  that  upwards  of  twenty-four  thousand  dollars  now 
reported  as  being  due  to  Hr.  Monroe,  and  incorp<xatedin^ 
the  bil^  conusts  of  items  rejected  by  the  Congress  of 
IS36.  Threb  thousand  dollanand  upwards,  of  tmsktter 
aum,  is  for  contingent  expenses,  alleged  to  have  accrued 
in  England  and  France  during  his  misaon  to  ttiose  coun> 
tries.    In  1836,  when  his  chum  for  contingent  expenses 
was  before  die  comnuUee,  they  allowed  him  for  those  ex> 
jpeases  a  sum  equal  to  the  average  allowed  to  other  min- 
isters in  like  cases.    His  charge  for  those  expenses  was 
aot  backed  by  vouchers,  but  exhibited  in  gross.  The 
charge  was  found  to  exceed  the  average  allowod  to  other 
iDuurters  by  upwards  of  three  thousand  doUats^  and  the 
excess'was  therefore  rejected  by  that  committee.  The, 
balance  of  this  twenty-four  thousand  dollan  is  made  up  of 
interest  alleged  to  have  accrued  upon  his  claims  against 
the  Government  previous  to  Dcc^ober,  1810,  at  which 
time  he  exhibited  bis  accounts,  and  settled  mth  the  de- 
pwtMBt   The  comanttee  of  1836  Tdeeted  this  interest, 
on  Urn  ground  that  its  aUowance  vouu  be  contrary  to  tbe 
usage  of  the  Govenunent  in  all  ether  cases.    It  was  upon 
the  principle  that  no  ta^Ua  were  inqiutable  to  the  Oovem- 
mentf  that  it  was  always  ready  to  po^  its  creditors  when 
they  should  exhibit  their  accounts,  and  demand  payment. 
This  principle  is  in  coasonaaoe  with  the  fwindpks  of  the 
conokon  l»w>  which  dccbm*  that  an  unUquidated  denuid 


shall  not  draw  interest,  though  the  creditor  may  ottut  to 
make  his  demand  for  yeara.  'i'hia  rule  prevails  both  in 
law  and  equity,  and  the  allowance  of  this  interest  would 
be  a  perversion  of  the  establi^d  rule  of  each.  Sir,  I 
object  to  its  aUowance  in  this  case,  for  the  reason  that  it 
would  be  a  manifestation  of  fickleness  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  It  would  be  an  innovation  upon  its  fixed 
and  estabUahed  nilest  those  rules  to  which  the  clums  of 
all  its  creditors  are  sid^ect  Adojtt  tlus  prindple  in  your 
settlements,  aod  there  are  claims  enough  of  this  descrip- 
tion, to  draw  from  your  treasury  many  milGons  of  dollars. 
Give  notice,  by  the  establishment  of  this  precedent,  that 
such  claims  are  allowable,  and  you  will  be  overwhelmed 
with  them.  Suppose  you  relax  the  rule  in  this  particular 
case  only,  what  will  the  next  claimant  say  to  you  when 
you  reject  his  claim,  pretested  upon  the  identical  prin- 
ciple with  this?  WOl  he  not  have  a  rivht  to  demand  of 
you  even-handed  justice?  and  will  be  not  have  juA 
grounds  for  aunnur  and  complaint,  if  you  try  his  dumby 
one  rule,  and  Mr-  Monroe's  by  another? 

Sir,  it  is  our  pride,  and  our  every  day's  boast,  that  our 
citizens  all  einoy  equal  rights,  and  are  all  entitled  to  equal 
privileges,  wnat  room  for  comment  upon  your  boasted 
equality  would  not  the  allowance  of  this  claim  afibid? 

In  183^  the  items  exhibited  for  services  and  lUBbutsft.. 
ments  amounted  to  about  ci^teen  thousand  dollan.  The 
excess  then  claimed  over  That  sum  was  exclusively  for 
interest  accrued  upon  it  The  principal  was  reduced  bj 
deducting  from  it  the  tliree  thousand  dollars  before  men- 
tioned, and  Mr.  Monroe  was  allowed,  by  tlie  bill  paased 
at  that  seauon,  above  fifteen  thousand  dollars  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  his  alleged  demand,  with  tiie  interest  on  the  same 
mm  Itecember,  1810,  up  to  the  passage  of  that  act{  which 
interest  amounted  to  more  than  fourteen  thousand  doDars. 

Sfaoldd  we  DOW  allow  the  twen^-four  thousand  dollan 
then  rejected,  we  ^outd  pay  to  Mr.  Monroe  the  eighteen 
thousand  dollars  of  principal  he  then  claimed,  with  up> 
waids  of  thirtv-five  thousand  dollars  interest  upon  the 
same.  No  such  elaim  ever  was,  or  ever  should  be,  allow, 
ed  by  this  Government.  Since  1826^  several  additicHial 
items  have  been  annexed  to  those  then  chumcd.  ,The 
merits  of  these  items  have  been  canvassed,  and  cleariy 
explained  upmi  this  floor,  by  gentlemen  who  have  pre< 
ceded  me  in  opposition  to  this  bill.  I  will  not  say  that  these 
additional  items  have  since  been  hunted  up,  as  an  apology 
for  allowing  to  Mr.  Monroe  asumof  mon^i  butlwdlsay, 
that  it  appears  to  me  extraordinary  that  they  should  have 
been  omitted  when  the  claim  was  hef<yrt  presented.  I 
have  ezanuned  them,  and  I  concur .  with  the  g^demen 
who  have  represented  their  utter  groundlessness.  It  if 
unneoeasary  to  repeat  their  arguments^  and  I  wiD  not  de- 
tain tlie  House  by  doing  so. 

We  have  heard  it  alleged  in  this  d^te  that  die  people 
of  this  country  desire  the  allowance  of  this  claim,  and 
that,  should  its  decision  be  submitted  to  them,  they  would 
be  neaiiy  upanimouB  in  its  fevor.  Sir,  it  u  poanle  tiuri* 
if  it  diould  go  to  them  under  the  parHal  reprewotations 
of  its  ftirads  in  this  House,  they  would  declue  in  Ihrar  of 
its  justice)  but  should  the  other  nde  of  the  stoiy  be  told 
them— should  ibty  be  Udd,  as  is  the  ftct,  that  Mr.  Mmvoe 
had,  within  the  last  ^r^-four  years,  received  the  sum  of 
about  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  his  aerrices  and 
expenses,  which  amounbi  to  an  allowance  of  over  thirty 
dotlarsadayforall  thattimc]  tliat,  inadclition  to  this  allow- 
ance, we  voted  him  money  enough  in  1836  to  load  a  waaon 
with  Spanish  mlUed  doUai^  andfliat  we  weire  now  csfled 
upon  to  give  him  sufficient  to  load  two  odier  wagons,  it 
is  not  so  dear  to  me  that  they  would  call  us  illiberal  ot 
ungrateful  for  withholding  it 

Sir,  a  pecuniary  debt  to  an  individual  for  services  render- 
eda  and  moneys  disbursed,  is  one  thing:  a  debt  of  gratitude 
for  his  patriotic  devotion  and  unyielding  fidehty  to  the  cause 
Qfoarcounti7,igaiwtbcr.  Couktlfin^anKu^theproob 
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exlubited,  the  evidence  of  a  pecuniary  indebtedneu  to 
Mr.  Monroe,  I  would  be  amongst  the  first  to  vote  its  pay- 
ment .  That  we  owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitude,  I  most  cfaecr- 
fully  acknowledge;  and  when  a  proposition  shall  be  made 
to  grant  hini  a  sum  of  money  as  a  donation,  or  pension,  I 
shatl  be  prepared  to  act  upon  it.  How  I  should  act,  is 
now  unnecessary  to  say.  "Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the 
evil  thereof."  I  cannot  reconcile  my  judgment  to  voting 
a  donation,  under  color  of  paying  off  a  pecuniary  demand. 

Mr.  CKOCKETT  remarked,  that  the  talking  of  gentle- 
men would  not  change  a  un^Ie  vote,  and  he  therefore 
demanded  the  previous  qucstiont  but  withdrew  the  de- 
mand on  being  mformed  of  itf  effect. 

Mr.  HAHMONS  renewed  the  demand. 

Mr.  MERCER  and  Mr.  WILT.TAMS  both  rose  to  in- 
quire the  effect  of  the  previous  question,  ff  sustiuned, 
it  would  do  avay  both  the  amendments,  and  the  question 
would  recur  on  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  HAMMONS  would  not  witiidraw  his  demand. 
,  Mr.  WILLLAMS  was  perfecUv  willing  that  the  pre- 
vious question  should  be  sustained. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  not  sustained 
by  the  House. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  tlien  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  MERCER,  in  a  few  words,  replied  to  those  gen- 
tlemen who  had  spoken  in  fiuror  of  the  amendment  of  the 
member  from  North  Caroluia,  and  referred  to  the  statute 
book  to  Hiujw  tliat  seventy-seven  cases  had  been  settled  on 
the  principles  of  justice  and  equity,  unce  the  eit]d}fi8h- 
ment  of  the  present  Government. 

After  a  short  explanation  by  Mr.  Williaks,  the  ques- 
tion was  'put  on  the  amendment  offered  by  him  to  Mr. 
Mebceb's  amendment^  and  decided  in  the  aAfmative— 
yeasip9,  najfsBl. 

The  question  then  occurring  on  the  ameudmenl  of  Mr. 
Mancia,  as  amended  by  Uie  amendment  of  Mr.  Wii^ 

LlaMS, 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  inquired  if  h  would  be  in  order  for 
him  to  offer  an  ameudment,  to  sopersede  that  now  before 
the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  not  be  in  order;  but  if 
the  House  refused  to  agree  to  the  amendment  now  under 
conKderation,  the  gentleman  would  then  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  offer  his  pr(H>oaition.' 

Mr.  UEMPHIIX  desired  that  the  amendment  he  held 
in  his  haiicl  should  be  read,  and  it  was  read  by  the  Clerk, 
as  folIowB: 

"  Whereas  James  Monroe  has  repeatedly  memorialized 
Congress,  concerning  certain  chums:  and  whereas  several 
comnuttees  of  the  House  of  BepresenUtives  hare  reported 
bvorably  thereon:  and  whereas,  ftvm  the  lapse  of  time, 
and  other  causey  an  accurate  opinion-cannot  be  formed 
as  to  the  amount,  leaving  a  compromise  as  the  only  ahcr- 
native:  therefore, 

•*£e  it  madedt'  Ue.  That,  for  pubfic  services,  losses, 
mid  sacrifices,  the  sum  of  tbirty-six  thousand  dollars  is 
hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  to  James  Monroe,  imme- 
<UateIy  aner  the  passing  of  this  act,  out  of  soy  money  in 
the  treasury  not  otherwise  appronriated;  which  shall  be 
in  full  of  all  demands  of  the  said  James  Monroe  for  his 
claims  as  aforesaid." 

Tlie  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordei'ed  on  agreeing  to 
"iSx.  MancEB's  amendment  as  amended;  and, 

Tlie  question  being  finally  put  thereon,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  as  foDows: 

TEAS. — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,  Angel,  Armstrong, 
Salluy,  Koyea  Barber,  Barringer,  Bayw,  James  Blur, 
John  Blair.  Bockec,  Boon,  Cahoon,  Campbell,  Chandler, 
Chilian,  Gliiy,  Conner,  Co<Jpcr,  Cowles,  Craig,  Crane, 
Crcigliton,  Davenport,  'Wkrren  R.  Davis,  Denny,  Dod- 
dridge, Earll,  Ellsworth,  Hndlay,  Kncb,  Fordt  Piy, 
Galther,  Goitton,  Green,  Hall,  Halsey,  Hammon^ 'Har- 


vey, Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holhmd,  Hoffman,  Hubbard, 
Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  TItomas  Irwin,  Jarvis,  K.  M. 
Johnson,  Care  Johnson,  Perkins  King,  Adam  King,  Lea- 
^t,  Lewis,  Lyoi^  Magee,  Thomia  Maxwell,  VheCm, 
McTntire,  Miller,  Muhlenberg,  Nuckolb,  Pienon,  Polk, 
Potter,  Hoane,  Sanfbrdi  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  Shiekb, 
Speight,  Richard  Spencer,  '•James  Btandefer,  Sterlgere. 
Wm.  L.  Storro,  8utherIan<C  Swann,  Swift,  Tayl(n>,  Teat, 
Jolm  Thomson,  Tucker,  Vinton,  Wceln,  Whitdewjr, 
WilUams,  Tancey. — 88. 

MAYS — Meisrt.  Alexander,  -Abton,  Archer,  ArmM, 
J.  8.  Baiixmr,  Barnwell,  Beekoian,  BouUin,  Bfodhead* 
Brown,  Buduuian,  Cambreleng,  Canon,  Ctiilds,  Clri- 
bome,  Clark,  Coke,  Coleman,  Crawford,  Crockett,  Cr<^ 
cheron,  Crowiun^ield,  Daniel,  Jf^  Davis,  Dcberry, 
Desha,  Draper,  Ito«yton,  Duncan,  Dwight,  Eager,  Gcotge 
Erans,  Joshua  Erans,  Edward  Everett  Horace  Everett^ 
Forward,  Gilmore,  Gurley,  HempMfl,  Ho^e^  Howard* 
Hughes,  Ingersoll,  WitHam  W.  Irvin,  backs,' John*,  Ee»- 
dall,  Lamar,  Lea,  LecMnpte,  Lent,  Letener,  Loyally 
Lumpkin,  Mallary,  Hartindale,  Martin,  McCreety,  McUuf- 
fie.  Mercer,  Mitchell,  Norton,  Patton,  Pierce,  Pettis, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Richardson,  Rote,  flustel,  Scott,  Wra. 

B.  Shepard,  Sill,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Stephens,  Henry  R. 
Slorrs,  Strong,  Taliaferro,  Wiley  Thompson,  Tiacy, 
Trezvant,  Varnum,  ycrplsa>ck,   Wadungton,  Wayne, 

C.  P.  White,  E.  D.  White,  WickrHTc^  WiUe,  Wibon» 
Wingate,  Young — 92. 

So  the  amendment  as  amended  waa  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  ordering  die  originnl 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  this  question  Mr.  HAYNES  demanded  the  prerioas 
question;  pending  which  demand, 

Mr.  McCOY  moved  anadjoummnrti'^rtABh  prcr^led. 

The  House  tten  adjourned. 

WiBFiBDaT,  Fbbbijixt  7. 

SALT  SPRINGS  IN  ILLINOIS. 

Mr.  IRVIN,  of  Ohio,  ftom  the  Committee  on  the  PubGc 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  fbr  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  State  of 
Ilttnt^  reserred  for  the  use  of  tlie  salt  springson  Vermil- 
lion river,  in  that  State}  which  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  I.  moved  that  it  be  made  the  special  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next;  hut  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 
Mr.  I.  then  moved  the  third  reading  of  the  biU. 
Mr.  McCOY  said  that  the  practice  of  the  House  was. 
not  what  it  ought  to  be.    He  was  tired  of  hearing  Ae 
manr  motions  submitted  to  make  bills  the  special  order  of 
the  day — thus  giving  one  subjectapreference  over  otfiCTSa 
He  moved  the  commitment  of  the  bill. 
•  Mr.  IRVIN,  of  (Mlio,  explamed  the  object  of  the  bilT. 
It  provided  fat  the  sate  of  certun  huidi  in  lUiMriiL  reserr  - 
ed  for  the  use  of  salt  springs.    The  aales  of  idmilar  hnda 
had  taken  place  in  Ohio  and  other  States,  fbr  the -use  of 
those  States;  and  he  could  see  no  good  reason  why  the 
same  course  should  niot  be  pursued  towards  Illintris. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  hoped  that  the  nntleman  fimm  Vitvi- 
rat.  [Mr.  McCoy]  would  not  nrge  fan  motion  to  refier  t£e 
lull  to  a  committee,  aa  such  a  ^anorition  of  it  would  be  equi- 
valent to  its  rejection.  He  nid  that  the  bill  had  been 
reported  in  confbrmi^  with  a  memtnial  flvm  the  Legwla- 
ture  of  the  State,  and  he  understood  that  the  procc 
the  sale  was  to  be  applied  to  objects  of  lirtemal  improve- 
ment in  the  State,  and  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Wabash  river.  Be  said  that  this  subject  had 
been  several  times  before  tbe  Committee  on  the  Public 
lands,  where  it  had  met  with  some  oppoiHiont  but  he  wid 
that  committee  wna  now  unanimously  m  ftrtA*  of  the  Inll 
just  reported,  and  he  hoped  tft'e  House  would  now  pass  it 
without  fbrtht-r  delay. 

Mr.  McCOY  havii^  withdmm  his  motion,  tf»e  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrosMd  fbr  a  tidrd  reading  to-Morrov. 
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Surplus  Samue. — CUmim  of  Jama  Monroe. 


[H.  or  R. 


JAMBS  MONBOB. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Georg^  for  reuons  wU<^  be 
stitted,  mored  the  reoonndention  of  the  rote  hy  wbidi 
ib«  Hotue  jreiterdw  rejected  the  MBendmeiit  to  the  bSl 
for  the  renef  of  James  Monroe.  He  siid,  if  he  eooM 
poaabljr  iee«  aMnblance  of  correctneM  in  the  eUm  pre- 
ferred to  the  BoOfle,  he  would  chetfrfolljr  vote  for  it  His 
object  wu  upon  to  get  the  stnendnieDt  back  B|fidn  before 
the  Hoose;  if  that  amendment,  as  rroended  on  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from 'North  Carolina,  diould  pais,  he 
would  prefer  it  as  leas  questionable  than  my  other  riiape 
-tiiat  could  be  giren  to  the  bill.  He  called  for  the  yeas  and 
uya  on  bia  motion,  attd  th^  were  ordered  hy  the  House. 

Mr.  MERCER  asMgned  Us  TCasons  fer  voting  against 
the  reconsideration. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  motion  for  reoonndera- 
tion,  it  was  decided  in  the  negatiTe — yt»»99t  nays  101. 
SURPLCfS  REVENUE. 

The  resolution  for  printing  6,000  copies  of  the  report 
of  tlie  committee  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of^the 
message  of  the  President  as  relates  to  the  surplus  revenue 
of  the  Govemmen^  next  cam?  up{  but  the  nour  for  the 
connderatlon  of  resolutions  having  nearly  elapse^  the 
•ubjoctwwfiirther  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  for  Ae  relief  of  James 
Monroe — the  queirtlon  being  on  ordering  it  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a  third  reading. '  * 

Mr.  HAYNBS,  at  the  time  of  adjournment,  yesterday, 
had  demanded  the  prerioos  question;  but  the  House  tms 
day  refused  to  sustain  the  demand. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  then  moved  the  amendment  which 
was  yesterday  read  at  his  request,  viz. 

*<  Strike  out  of  the  bill  all  after  the  word  *  That,*  and 
insert — 

**For  public  serricet,  losses,  and-  aacriices*  the  mm  of 
^^rtf^Bx  thousand  dolbrs  ia  hereby  ajppiropriated,  to  be 
paid  to  James  Monroe,  immediately  aner  the  pasnng  of 
this  act,  out  of  any  ntooey  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise 
appropri^d;  which  diall  be  in  full  of  all  demands  <^  the 
said  James  Monroe  for  bis  ci&ims  aforesaid." 

Mr.  HEMPHILLdeclined  entering  into  any  argument 
in  fiiTor  or  hjs  amendment.  Various  sumis  had  been- sug- 
gested aa  premier  to  be  appro|»riBtedt  he  had  fixed,  after 
Mmc  atteoticm  to  the  "mMter,  on  that  propoaed  m  lus 
amendment. 

Mr.  UATNES  said  that,  if  fur  no  other  reason,  be 
should  oppose  the  amendment,  because  the  chum  seemed 
to  be  put  up  to  the  lowest  bidder.  He  had  pven  the  sub- 
ject some  attention,  and  was  eonvinoed  tb^  was  not  a 
didlar  due- Mr-  Monroe.  ' 

Mr.  CHILTON  miA  he  -woaU  make  one  more  attempt 
to  get  rid  of  the  subject  and  with  that  view  he  moved  to 
lay  the  biU  and  amendment  on  the  table.  Negatived— 
yeas  84,  nays  111. 

The  question  recurring  on  th^  amendment  of  Mr. 

Ur.  TUCKER  oppoaed  the  omendnient.  He  said  he 
had  exurined  the  mattn  with  coostderrtle  attention,  and 
could  not  (Uscover  that  Mr.  Monsoe  had  any  claim  upon 
the  Government  He  vieired  the  whole  concern  in  the 
light  of  a  donation. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  vnUJAMS  referred  to  the  conduding  chuse  of 
the  amendment,  and  asked  if  it  would  be  oTany  avail. 
Thm  act  fiitaaerly  paiaed  for  the  refief  of  Jaaaea  Monroe 
eontahlBd  a  similar  provisioa,  but  it  had  not  prevented 
the  introduction  of  the  present  biU. 

Ht.  PATTON  said  he  did  not  Uke  the  form  of  the 
amendment,  yet,  as  ba  waa  dipoaad  to  go  for  the  aubitance, 
he  should  not  tsJw  exception  to  fwms.   He  would  move. 


however,  to  strUce  out  136,000,  and  insMt953,000,  aatiM 
proper  sum  to>be  allowed  to  qiuet  tir.  Moiuoo's«liun. 

This  motion  waa  promptly  n^;atlved. 

The  qoetf  on  waa  then  put  on  the  amendment  f>f  Mr. 
HxxranL,  and  detemdned  in  the  negativa— yeas  93, 
naj's99. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  then  renewed  his  amendmantf  reduc- 
ing the  sum  to  be  appropriated  to  $30,000. 

Mr.  HAYNES  demanded  the  previous  queatiODi  but  dia 
House  refosed  to  sostaio  the  demand- 
Mr.  ELLSWORTH  submitted  ui  amenttanenti  but  the 
SPEAKER  declared  it  to  be  out  of  order,  tlie  House 
baling  yeMerdi^-  rdceted  a  ainilar  amendment. 

Mr.  POTTER  then  aubontted  the  foUowii^  amend- 
ment,  to  come  in  after  the  word  '*  sacrifices:" 

"  In  addition  to  the  sum  of  four  hundred  thousand  dot 
lars^  heretofore  paid  to  said  James  Monroe,  for  the  same 
conndcration.." 

Mr.  CARSON  waa  sorry  to  differ  with  hi*  colleague:  be 
could  have  wished  tlie  amendment  had  not  been  ofibredt 
but,  if  it*  prevailed,  it  eouifl  do  no  harm  to  Mr.  Monroe. 
He  then  cOTimented  upoo  what  fell  from  the  gentlenan 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Asear,]  yesterday. 

Mr.  ANGEL  explained,  and  vindicated  himself. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  retnarked  upon  the  short  time  that 
was  left,  before  the  close  of  the  session,  to  aCtend  to  the 
public  btulneBS.  He  hoped  the  claim  would  be  decided 
on  to-day.  Mr.  B.  sud  that,  before  he  resumed  his  seat^ 
he  would  take  this  occauoo  to  remark,  that,  after  (he  pre- 
sent generation  bad  been  gatbared  to  their  bthets,  and 
when  the  men  of  other  times  came  to  review  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  day,  it  would  be  a  stain  upon  tlie  character  of 
the  nation,  if  we  should  suflTer  the  illustrious  individtuA 
who  preferred  this  dum  to  go  to  his  grave  without  its  ad- 
justment. Such  conduct  towards  an  individual,  now  in 
poverty  and  oh!  ago,  who  bad  rendered  most  important 
services,  both  in  peace  and  in  war,  to  his  country^  would  be 
blaaoned  to  the  world  hy  the  enemies  of  our  n%e  institu- 
tions, as  another  proof  of  the  ingratitude  of  republics. 

Mr.  POLK  said  be  would  be  tha  last  man  to  inflict  a 
stain  on  the  country.  He  entered  into  an  argument  to 
show  that  the  individual  referred  to  bad  no  cbiin  on  the 
nation.  He  remarked  upon  the  character  of  the  debate- 
sometimes  gentlemen  in  &vor  of  the  bill  argued  as  if  there 
was  a  clain^  at  other  times  they  appealed  to  the  feeUnjga 
ofmembcra-  Some  gentlemen  though  there  was  aclaun 
upon  Congress — others  viewed  the  nutter  in  the  light  of 
a  gratuity.  If  he  believed  tliere  was  any  thing  due  Mr. 
Monroe,  Qe  would  provide  for  lus  payment;  butlie  did  not 
believe  there  was  one  dollar  due  him. 

Mr.  MERCER  stated,  in  reference  to  the  amendment 
proposed  1^  the  Mndemcn  from  North  Carolina,  on  his 
oam  authoany,  and  as  a  member  at  the  Hqosvi  tfiat  Mr. 
Monroe  had  not  received  400,000 dollan  from  the  Govern- 
ment for  his  services. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Geotgia,  eonndered  it  a  aolcnm 
dnty  on  his  part  to  oppose  the  clahn,  and-  he  ahould  be 
compelled  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  POTTER  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Vir^nia 
would  excuse  him  if  be  tiuMight  that  gentleman  was  not 
altogether  accurate  cm  tlie  aubject.  He  [Mr.  P.}  .had 
taken aomepuns  to  esamuie  into  it,  and  was  satisfied  tutthe 
sum  named  in  his  amendment  was  not  far  from  the  truth. 
He  remarked  upon  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  on  the  score  of  ingratitude,  and  ex-' 
presaed  fats  opinion  that  any  man  who  had  filled  the  Pre- 
sidential chair,  and  had  been'  oomiiiaiider^a-ctuef  of 
the  army  and  navy  of  the  Ut^ed  Slate%  bad  been  ful^ 
compensntod  for  all  bis  devotion  to  the  interesta  of  hia 
country. 

Mr.  WAYNE  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  a  la^  sum 
due  to  Mr.  Monroe,  and  tb«t  it  should  be  pakL 

Ifr.  D0R8EY  oppoaed.^  olainw  in  a  i^eeoh  of  aone 
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lengtbt  in  the  coune  of  which  he  examined  the  grounds  toa  reductionof  the  dutietonnigkri  v*b  thkbtll  intended 
upon  which  the  claim  4«s  founded,  and  replied  to  gentle-  to  bm.t»  any  effect  upon  that  meuure^  Hr.  T.  hoped 
men  who  had  spokm  on  the  other  nde. 


Mr-  MEltCE^  made  sn  energetic  npYj,  and  repelled 
aome  of  the  aMOtKKia  iqade  bj  Mr.  D. 

Mr.  DOBSET  r^j<»iied  with  eaual  warmth. 
Ur.  POUCnpfiedtaMneof  dnTcinarlUDf  Ib.lba- 
cin. 

Mr.  HEBCER  again  toak  the  floor,  and  animadverted 
vannly  on  what  Iwd  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
Tyland,  [Mr.  D.]  He  alio  replied  to  the  renwlca  of  Mr. 
P«aK.   

Mr.  POTTER  now  mo<Med  his  kmendment  by  inaert- 
ing  354,000  dollan,  instead  of  400.00a 

The  queution  being  then  put  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
poTTEa,  it  was  negatired,  by  a  large  maioHty. 

Mr.  RENCHGR  then  nibuitted  the  lolloinng  proviso^ 
to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
HxifnuLi.1  and  atated  that,  if  it  waa  adopted*  he  should 
rote  fbr  ttie  amendment: 

**Pnoidedt  The  accountii^  officer  of  4ie  Tteaaui^ 
Department  aludi,  upon  an  examination  of  lua  aceolintit 
beliere  so  much  is  doe  him  upon  prindples  of  eqw^  and 
justice.*' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ELLSWORTH,  the  yeas  and  naya 
were  ordered  on  the  amendment  propoaed. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL,  to  save  the  time  of  ^e  House,  said 
be  would  accept  of  the  amendment  aa  a  modificatim  of  lua 
own  motiop. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Ge«gia,  moved  an  adjoanunenti 

the  motion  waa  negatived — ST  to  96. 

The  question  then  rscurrii^  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
HtMraiLi^  as  modified, 

Mr.  HOFPHAN  moved  the  previous  question^  the  ef- 
fect of  which  would  ttave  been  to  take  the  question  on 
engrosnng  the  orif^nal  biH.  The  House  refuied  to  ana- 
tain  the  demand. 

Mr.  WILUAMS  then  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  amendment,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 
,  Mr.  HAYNES  moved  tioat  the  House  do  now  adjouroi 
which  motion  was  negatived — ^yeas  81,  nays  103. 

The  question,  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
HcimiLL,  as  modified,  and  deaded  in  the  affirmattrc — 
yeas  106,  nays  83. 

The  question,  then  occurred  on  the  engrossment  of  the 
tnD, aa  amended,  fbr  athirdTca(Ung,andtheyeasand  nays 
were  ordered  on  the  question. 

The  House  then  a^^ourned. 

TmrnsDAT,  FsimvAmT  3.  ' 

DUTY  ON  SALT. 

Mr.  BALLAHY,  from  the  Committee  on  Mnmdwtures^ 
reported  the  following  bill: 

"Se  it  macUdt  &c  That  so  much  of  an  act  entiUed 
*  An  act  to  reduce  the  duty  on  salt,*  approved.  May  29, 
1830,  as  will  take  effect  on  and  after  the  31st  Decem- 
ber next,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed^  and  that 
tibe  duty  <m  salt  inqiorted  into  the  Umteu  States  be  and 
remain  atfifteeneentaper  bualieL" 

A  very  long  report  aecmnpatued  the  bilL 

The  bill  havii^  been  read  the  first  time,  Mr.  JLAHAR 
moved  its  rejection. 

Mr.  TUCKER  objected  to  the  lecond  reading  of  tbe 
bill,  and  hoped  it  would  be  rejected.  He  regretted  that 
it  Iwd  been  Introduced.  The  tax  on  salt  was  comphuned 
of,  and  justly  complained  of,  by  the  greater  part  of  the 
American  people;  it  was  a  tax  that  cnwrated  with  great 
acverity  on  the  poor.  The  tax  was  Iwd  fat  war  purposes, 
and  should  not  be  continued  in  a  state  of  peace.  An  act 
to  repeal  tlie  tax  passed  at  the  last  session,  after  full  dis- 
cussiol^  and  itwas  but  just  that  tbe  repeal  shoold  take 
phee.  Weh^  a  billon  the  tablet  of  the  Houae,  rdativ* 


that  even  gentleman  wi  the  floor,  who  deored  the  proa- 
poity  of  tUB  oountij,  would  promptly  vote  ftr  tbe  leieo- 
tionof  the  bin  reported  frmn  the  Committee  on  Mamilac- 
tures.    ytr.  T.  defended  tbe  vote  he  gsve  tbe  odier  day 

r'nst  the  rejection  of  a  he  did  it  with  a  view  to 
V  anc^pmtunity  fer  (Uacusnon. 
Mr.  M£LLASV  said,  there  was  nothing  unusual  In  re- 
porting tiie  bill  now  before  the  House.  The  Comntittoe 
on  Manufactures  bad  conttdered  the  aulnectt  it  was  an 
interesting  onei  and  they  had  very  iidly  given  their  views 
upon  it  in  the  report  wludi  aecoiDpaiueathe  bill.  If  th« 
gentleman  who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  felt  inUated  at  the 
course  pursued  by  the  committee,  he  could  not  help  it| 
he  claimed  the  right  to  present  hia  views  to  the  House, 
and  BO  did  tbe  committee.  He  was  not  disposed  te  go  into 
an  argument  upon  the  subject  at  this  timet  he  ahould 

E refer  that  the  bill  should  lie  on  the  table,  and  the  report 
e  printed,  so  that  gentlemen  might  have  time  to  reflect 
upon  and  underataod  tbe  question  for  AemselTCS.  He 
WAB  desirous  that  tbe  bill  sh<mld  take '^e  usual  course— be 
read  a  second  timcj  sTtd  comnutted.  He  assured  the  gen- 
tleman from  south  Carolina  tint  he  had  no  idea  that  tiiia 
measure  should  have  any  effect  on  the  sugar  Inllt  nor 
would  the  efiiect  of  its  passage  be  to  operate  upon  the 
pooc^t  ms  rather  intended  to  refieve-  the  poor-  The 

Sntleman  had  said  that  the  object  oi  his  vote  the  other 
y  was  to  admit  of  discusrio^— lus  olyect  now  waa  to 
prevent  it,  by  stm^ng  the  bUU.  If  tbe  House  diose  to 
reject  the  bul,  be  had  ootiung  to  say  i^;iunst  i^  bu^  bef<ne 
doing  BO,  he  diould  be  pleased  to  nave  the  views  <d  the 
Comnnittce  on  Hanufiwturesrekd. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  said  he  had  been,  unprepared  for  the 
introduction  of  a  measure  of  the  nature  of  tint  now  be- 
fore the  House.  There  had  been  a  ftiU  discusnon  on  the 
sul^eot  at  the  last  isisipn,aMd  Oe  House,  by  a  oooMderable 
majority,  had  pasted  a  bikl  torepeal  the  tax  on  sslt,  now 
proposed  to  be  ctmtinucd.  In  theddiateon  thatoccanon, 
it  was  declared  to  tie  one  of  the  most  grievous  and  opprea- 
uve  taxes  to  which  any  people  were  subjected.  Neither 
the  poor  nor  the  rich,  said  ;Mr.  P.,  diould  be  burdened 
with  a  tax  on  an  article  that  eoterad  into  tbe  vecessaty 
consumption  of  erety  &mily.  Pmb  -this  bUl,  and  whA 
would  gentlemen  have  to  tell  thdr  constiturajs  when  Hicry 
went  hiune,  this  measure  following  direct^  upbn  the  act 
of  the  last  session  ? 

Mr.  6.  then  spoke  of  the  cffecU  which  the  measure 
would  hare  upon  the  people  of  the  South,  and  said  be 
warned  genUemen  to.  be  cautious  in  their  repeated  at- 
tempta  to  keep  than  down.  He  denounced  the  ven- 
geance of  the  South  on  the  m^orinr  of  tina  Bouae,  if  they 
persisted ina  course  of  measures Mce  those  pursued  tor 
stHue  jfM  paat.  Last  year,  he  siud,  tlic  lords  proprieto- 
ries of  the  United  States  had  been  petitioned  to  reduce 
tbe  duties  on  salt,  and  their  prayer  was  granted.  Now  it 
was  proposed  to  restore  the  duties.  Would  not  auch 
legislatim  create  exdtement?  Yes,  said  Hr.  S.,  Mtch  a 
^yvton  of  robbery  and  plunder  wiU  create  excttoment- 
Was  the  Soudi  to  have  no  redress  of  grievancea^  And 
when  she  had  thrown  herself  on  the  liberality  of  her 
sovereigns,  and  obtabed  some  partial  relief,  waashetobe 
again  subjected  to  the  same  burdena?  The  day  waa 
ctmong  when  tbe  South  would  be  beard.  The  oppresave 
measures  under  wlucfa  she  labored  must  be  repodeil — it 
will  be  done— end  shall  be  done.  Tbe  Boatiawaa  on  the 
eve  of  a  rebellion.  Yes,  Mr,  the  day  is  fiMt  approaching, 
when  the  people  the  South  wUl  nss  ui  tbieir  nutfeaty, 
and  stalk  the  ayennca  of -this  House,  and  take  Tengeance 
on  their  oppresses.  Yes,  nr,andlftar  thia  Government, 
under  which  they  claim  the  rifrfit  to  tax  u%  will  be  made 
**to  reel  to  and  ftoKke  a  drunken  man."  .Sir,  1  am 
done. 
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Claim  of  Jmm  Monroe. 


Mr.  THOXPSOl^  of  Oewgii,  toM  to  uldreH  the 
HouMi  bat  am  itvf  to 

Mr- TOCUR.  who  Mid  thtf,  wlicn  the  biU  ihfluld  re- 
eelTe  iti  Koond  rea£ng->  be  '  should  more  an  amendment 
to  proiide  fiv  the  repeal  of  tlie  duties  on  aah  in  Udo.  He 
felt  florry  that  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had 
expreaacd  himaelf  as  be  had  done.  It  was  his  [Mr.  T*fl.] 
wish  to  put  down  excitemenL  Everjr  section  of  this 
country  was  oppressed  by  this  odious  tax,  except  ^eper> 
stma  engwed  in  the  manufiu^ture  of  the  articte.  lliere 
was  an  aiutocracy  in  tfajs  House>-they  had  power,  and 
they  exercised  it  to  onpress.  They  were  led  into  error 
AemselTes^  and  Aey  dduded  the  pe<^le.  Hie  yeomanry 
of  the  countrr  never  bad  been  represented  lon  this  floor. 
The  object  of  the  tax  on  salt  wa*  to  take  from  the  pockeU 
of  the  poor,  and  give  to  the  rich(  to  miJce  the  poor  poorer^ 
and  the  rich  richer-  He  implored  gentlemeot  for  the 
good  of  their  ooiwtltuents,  fbv  the  good  of  tfie  country, 
to  take  Mch  steps  as  would  put  an  end  to  exdtement,  by 
endeavoring-  to  do  justice  to  all>  For  himself,  he  cared 
no  more  fbr  one  section  of  the  country  than  for  anotberi 
lus  object  was  to  do  justice  to  all.  The  people  were  op- 
pressed, and,  in  a  measure,  slavesf  du  Union  was  in  danger 
of  beit^  rent  aaander,  and  he  feared  the  day  was  not  tu 
distant.  Hcttvea  arm  H!  flOiould  tiiis  be  the  result, 
however,  of  ihit  tneatures  of  the  mqoii^,  they  would 
not  orAy  have  to  answer  befor*  the  people  but  befi»« 
their  Ood.  Be  vrta  detemrined  that  no  act  of  his  riioal^ 
bring- about  sneh  a  state  of  things.  Beferrins;  to  the  re- 
marks of  Sir.  MALuav,  he  said  it  was  to  him  maHer  of 
aatonialiment,  bow  a  hi^duty  on  any  article  could  make 
tte  article  cheaper)  as  well  might  it  be  said  that.a  coal 
black  j^iece  of  paper  -was  as  wUte  is  snow.  It  was  a  con- 
tradiction in  terms.  Sic. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Qeorsia,  next  rose,  not.  he  anid, 
fin-  die  purpose  of  dlsciunng  Ae  merits  of  the  proposition 
reported  by  tite  Committee  on  Manufactures,  bat  to  beg 
of  f^ntlemen  who  are  in  fiivor  of  what  Is  called  a  pro- 
tectingf  tan'iF,  to  pause  before  they  proceed  too  lar  with  it. 
We  of  the  Sooth,  mid  Mr.  T.,  have  been  somewhat 
amused  by  the  prospect  of  relief  from  the  burdens  heap- 
ed upon  us  by  the  majority  in  Congress  by  a  repeal  or 
reduction  of  the  duties,  and  the  excitement  on  that 
account  has  almys  been  repressed  by  the  hope  of  it. 
Bat  when  we  get  up  and  tell  the  House  that  ve  are 
oppreaaed,  and  that  we  most  have  relief  ftom  this  oppres- 
rion,  and  see  how  onr  remonstrances  are  met  by  those 
who  are  trying  to  oppress  us  still  further,  do  gentlemen 
suppose  tlwt  we  can  submit  to  this?   What  i«  Uie  object 
of  gentlemen.'   Is  it  their  intention  to  goad-  us  on  to 
extremities^   Recurring  to  the  history  of  uie  last  sesrion, 
Mr.  T.  s«<l  that  it  was  then  solemnly  decided,  after  de- 
bate, that  the  duty  on  salt  was  opprasstve  to  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  and  a  law  was  tfaerefere  passed  to 
reduce  it.    And  what,  he  asked,  was  now  proposed^ 
After  thifti^seuanon,  and  the  conclusive  expression  of  the 
opfaden  of  the  House  that  the  duty  was  too  high,  and 
ought  to  be  reduced,  fin'  what  purpose  ooutd  it  now  be 
proposed  to  reinstate  that  du^.'   The  chairman  of  the 
Comn^ee  on  Hamiractin-es  (for  whom  Mr.  T.  sud  he 
felt  great  respect)  ha<l  said  that  he  had  no  objection  that 
the  bill  should  lie  on  the  table,  that  members  might  have 
time  to  reflect  upon  the  subject.    Jn  tlie  best  feelings  of 
his  heart  towards  tite  House  and  towanb  that  gentfemao, 
Ifr.  T.  begg«d  of  those  who  Avored  this  project  to  pause. 
For,  he  repeated«-«Rd  he  hoped  that  he  should  not  be 
con^erea  as  making  a  vain  boast  or  threat  when  he  aaid 
it — chat  the  penple  cmdd  not  submit  to  this  manner  of 
legislation.    If  it  he  pevristed  in,  said  he,  we  sbal]  be 
driven  to  the  necessity  of  resistance.    In  discussions  on 
this  subject^  whefT  T-have  stated  the  cHect  of  the  existing 
duties  upon  the  pe6ple  tfT  the  Sooth,  I  have  been  told  by 
the  fliende  6f  the  prateotive  iyMcm  tint  I  did  not  under- 


stand the  aubject)  that  the  experience  of  ftve  or  Ax  yem 
would  convince  me  that  our  £asteiii  brethren  were  our 
best  friends.  I  am  surer-sir,  that  no  gentleman  in  this 
House  has  ever  resorted  to  tins  .argument  to  Uiod  me 
whilst  he  was  robbing  my -pocketsi  ou^  rir,  I  do  fed  that 
I  am  insulted  when  an  enort  is  made  to  take  from  my 
pocket  my  hard  eaminat,  for  no  necessity  of  the  Govern* 
ment,  and  for  no  public  Benefit.  Afpun  I  beg  gentlemen, 
I  appeal  to  them  as  individuals  and  as  representatives  of 
the  American  people,  to  pause  before  they  go  furttuer.  I 
repeal^  that  in  die  South  ve  have  looked  to  adeliveranca 
from  the-appresHon  under  wMch  we  hbw,  and  we  Inve 
connderedthe  reduction  of  the  duties  on  salt  and  sosno 
othea  articles  as  pledges  that  we  riiall  not  be  disappointed. 
A  confident^helief  tntt  the  d^es  would  be  repealed,  has 
induced  the'pec^le  of  the  South,  a  large  majori^of  them, 
so  &r  to  suunit  to  their  oppre«ive  operatiou.  Pass  this 
bill,  and  I  apprehend  they  will  nolongerftnhearresistiMr. 
ifr.  T.  ooQGjuded,  by  saying  that,  if  the  friends  of  tlus 
bill  persisted  in  bringing'it  before  the  House,  be  should 
move  to  amend  it  so  as  to  propose  a  total  repeal  of  the 
du^onsalL 

Mr.  LAMAB  tiien  withdrew  hia  Bofioa  to  reject  tiw 

bin. 

Mr.  CHILTON  Nnewed  it.  He  said  Aa^  beGeviiw, 
with  great  deference  to  the  eonuBittee»  that  this  bill, 
passed,  would  further  oppress  the  people,  notoidy  of  the 
South,  but  of  evet^  other  portion  of  the  eonn^— nuid 
apprehenuve  that  it  would  lead  to  an  unnecessary  and 
irritating  debate,  and,  it  mi^t  be,  to  a  dectnon  of  the 
tpiestion  by  wager  of  battle,  (judging  by  the  extntemaiit 
of  debate  yesterday,)  to  get  rid  of  these  diseusaions,  he 
feltit  to  be  his  do^  to  move  the  previous  question. 

A  oall  of  tiie  House  was  then  mored  by  Mr.  WILDE, 
and  ordered.  Onetmndred  and  ninety-ttree  membera 
answered  to  tiieir  names. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANC^,  furthor  proceedings  in  the 
call  were  di^)ensed  with. 

Mr.  McCREERY  asked  if  a  moti«p  ta  lay  the  hiH  on 
the  table  woidd  now  be  in  order. 

The  SPBAKEB  replied  In  tiie  negative. 

The  question  -waa  then  put  on  the  demand  of  Mr. 
CHILTON  fbr  the  previous  question}  tvot  the  House  re- 
fiised  to  sustain  it. 

Mr.  McCREBRT  stated  that  he  was  one  of  those  who 
had  opposed  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  sslt:  hut  he  saw 
no  use  in  agitating  the  question  of  rettofing  the  du^  at 
this  time.  He  would,  therefore,  move  to  li^  the  bill  on 
the  table.  {The  motion,  howevw,  was  delved  not  to 
be  in  order  under  the  pending  question.] 

[Here  tiw  boor  allotted  fiv  mondng  bnsinesi  expired.] 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe,  ts  yesterday 
amended,  again  coming  up,  and  the  question  being  on 
ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  tiurd  reading, 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Massachusetts,  add  tiia^  however 
important  the  passage  of  the  bill  might  be»  there  was  a 
vast  mass  of  business  on  the  table,  of  atuch  more  import* 
ance,  and  which  it  was  necessary  should  receive  the  earty 
consideration  of  the  House.  In  order,  therefore,  if  possi- 
ble, to  bring  the  discusaon  to  a  dose,  he  demanded  the 
previtnls  queatien.  The  demand  waa  sustained  by  the 
^l4M]Sc***83  Co  40 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  inqoired  whether  the  fwe^le 
introdnced  by  Mr.  HnrRi&i  constituted  any  part  of 
the  bill  in  its  present  shape. 

The  SPEAKER  repMed  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  finally  put  on  mlering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  Sat  a  third  reading,  and  decided  m  ^bc  affirma- 
tive, as  follows: 

TEAS — Messrs.  AmoU,  Bailey,  John  8.  Barbour, 
Barticy,  Batest  Beekran,  BaU,  Bnnrn,  Bwtiaaaa,  But^ 
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MS,  Cunbrelenif,  Cinipbellt  Cuwm,  Childs,  Cideniui, 
Coudict,  Conner,  Coulter,  Cvockett,  Creighton,  Croche- 
von,  Crow^nriiield,  Davenport,  John  Davis,  Deberry, 
Denny,  De  Witt,  IMi^nson,  Doddridcfe,  Duncan,  Dwigfat, 
Ei^r,  Earl),  G.  Evans,  Joshua  K^'ana,  Edward  Everett, 
Horace  Everett,  Finch,  Forward,  Gilmore,  Gordon,  Gor- 
ley,  Hemphill,  Hinds,  Hodgva,  Holland,  Howard,  Hughes, 
la^rsoll,  Thomu  Inrin,  WilUam  W.  Irvtn,  Jarvis,  Johns, 
Uehard  H.  J<duiMHi,  Keodall,  Kennon,  I^n^  Mrfbuy, 
Mattindale,  Martin,  HcCreerr  MoDuffie,  Mercer,  Miller, 
Mitchell,  Moncll,  N<M^n,  Nuokdlx,  Overton,  Pattern, 
Pearce,  Pettia,  Ramsey,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Rich- 
ardson, Rose,  RuBsel,  Scott,  Willuun  B.  Shepard,  ahielda, 
Ambrose  Spencer,  Richard .  Spencer,  Spri^,  Sterigere, 
Stephens,  H.  R.  Btmrs,  Strong,  Sutherland,  Tafiaferro, 
l^ylor,  Tcs^  Traeiy,  Vamunii  Vetpbnck,  WaaUiwton, 
Wayne,  C  P.  White,  Edward  D.  WMte,  Wilde,  Wibon, 
Wingate,  Young— 105. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Angel,  Archer,  Armstrong,  Noyea  Barber,  Barnwell, 
Barringer,  James  Blair,  John  Bl^ir,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borat, 
BoukUn,  Brodhead,  Cahoon,  Chandler,  Chilton,  Clai- 
borne, Clay,  Clark,  Cok«,  CoopWt  Cowlei^  Cnug,  Crane, 
Crawford,  Daniel,  W.  R.  Ravis,  Desha,  Dorsey,  Draper, 
Drayton,  Ellsworth,  Klndlay,  Ford,  Foster,  Fry,  Gwther, 
Half,  Halsey,  Hammona,  Harvey,  Haynes,  Homnan,  Hub* 
bard.  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  Cave  'Johnson,  Rineaid, 
V.  King,  Adam  King,  Lamar,  Lea,  LeavUt,  Lecompte, 
Letcbsr,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Hagee,  Thomas 
Ibxwelli  Lewis  Maxwell,  McCoy,  Hclntire,  MuUenberg, 
Pieraon,  Polk,  potter,  Roane,  Sanford,  A.  H.  Sbcpperd, 
Speight,  Stanbery,  Standefer,  Wm.  L.  Stom,  Swann, 
Swift,  Wiley  Thompson,  J.  Thomson,  Trezvant,  Tucker, 
Vance,  Vinton,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  Williama,  Yancey. 
—92. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  tlurd  time  to- 
day. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  Monday 
next,  ciJl  die  bill  regaUthtg  the  compenaatioii  of 
elerka  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  twettwr  iritli  die 
amendment  proposed  by  lUni  on  the  Slat  luumo. 

»UNIST£R  TO  RUSSIA. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  making  appropriationa 
for  the  support  of  Qovemment  for  the  year  18S1— the 
qiieatiMi  t>eitig  on  strikh^  from  the  luH  so  mw^  aa  re- 
lates to  an  appropriation  for  Ae  oiltfy  of  the  nuwater  to 
BuBsia.  ^ 

Mr.  CHILTON  was  entided  to  the  floor,  but  declined 
addresnng  the  House. 

Mr.  POLK  demanded  ttie  previana  qucatiaB,  but  the 
demand  was  not  sustained. 

Mr.  BtTRGES  then  a^n  rose.  Permit  me,  Mr. 
Speaker,  aiud  he,  to  justify  myself,  under  all  which  has 
been  said,  both  against  me,  and  against  whatever  has 
been  advanced  by  me  in  support  of  the  motion  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  With  the'  indulgence  of -the 
House,  it  may  be  well  to  look  back  to  the  question  made 
by  ttuB  motiotti  for  gentlemen,  in  their  zeal  to  eulogize 
the  minister,  or  to  abuse  those  who  doubt  tlie  correctness 
of  his  appointment,  have  departed  almost  entirely  frvm 
the  nutter  in  issue  befiire 

The  otgeetion  to  Ulia  i4>propriation,«iid  the  motion  to 
strike  it  ^om  this  bill,  liave  been  made,  because  it  is  pvo- 
pdsed  for  parent  of  a  salary  to  a  foreign  minister,  who, 
by  Ins  commisaion  of  legation,  or  by  certain  secret  articles 
^veu  to  him,  is  authorized  to  leave  the  court  to  which  lie 
IS  sent,  to  go  te  any  other  country,  .whenever,  in  hia  own 
ottinicm,  hia  health  may  reqaire  it|  and  not  to  return  to 
t£at  eourt  ao  long  k%  aceonfing  to  the  same  opinion,  it 
may  be  injurious  to  his  health  to  do  so.  We  dieny  such 
mission  to  be  .  a  legal  enet  we  deny  that  the  salary  pro- 
vided by  law  for  fbreig^  ndnistera,  is*  or  ever  ewi  b«,  diie 


to  any  man  aant  abroad  under  sudk  oredentia]a»  with  sudi 
privileges  reserved,  and  such  poweis  granted  to  hira,  not 
to  the  piibGc,  but  to  his  own  use.  The  objeelwn  to  this 
appropriation  liaa,  therefore,  not  been  ntade  because  the 
gentleman  was,  when  sent  abroad,  and  Jiad  long  been,  a 
valetU(UnariBn4  or  becwise,  if  then  in  health,  that  heahb, 
exhausted  by  tiie  toils  of  dfptomaer,  migbt  require  re- 
freshment 1^  rebxfttion  -and  nUef  mm  pubEc  aervioe. 
No,  sirt  nor  because  that  refieahment  nrigbt  nOt  be  fimiid 
unleaB  under  a  milder  sky,  and  by  removing  .to  a  more 
genial  chmatc  than  that  of  Russia.  Such  things  may  ex- 
cite, as  they  certainly  have  excited,  the  special  wonder  of 
the  nation;  and  they  are,  and  will  be,  very  proper  toptca 
of  debate,  when  considering  the  "  State  purpoera"  of  this 
miasion;  bat  they  have  not  tieen,  nor  mil  they  be,  made 
the  ground*  of  objection  to  the  appropriatiop  of  Aia  item 
m  the  bill. 

We  object  to  this  salary  on  account  of  the  illegality  of 
ihis  misaon,  and  because  the  Secretary  of  St^e,  knowing 
the  enfeebled  health  of  Mr.'Raodolph — knowing  his  io- 
abili^  to  attend  to  the  laborious  details  of  that  public  ser- 
vice— knowing  that  hia  constitution  could  not  endure 
either  die  winter  or  aainmer  climate  of  Bus^a,  ^  invent 
this  nussion,  and  dd  advise  the  President  to  tend  oat  tlua 
gentleman  with  credentials  as  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  court 
of  his  ImpeTial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Rusua;  and  at 
the  same  tmie  to  give  him  a  oommisuon,  nomatter.  {or  what 
cause,  to  reside,  as  inch  minister,  in  whatever  country  be 
might  ehooae  to  reside.  Sudh  a  nuaaon  ennnot  be  ftnned 
—such  a  minister  cannot  be  seat  abroad,  either  onder  oar 
laws  or  our  constitution,  or  under  the  usages  and  laws  of 
nationa.  X  ask  the  attention  of  the  House,  therefore,  to 
the  inquiry,  whettier  tlus  salary  can  be  due  for  an  illegal 
and  void  nussion?  whether  it  can  be  dne  as  a  quamium 
miruii,  or  aS'  a  pro  rata,  compensation  for  the  services 
which  were  reiuered  at  the  coiMof  Rusna^  or,  last  of 
all,,  whether  it  can  be  due,  because  tiiis  itisnon  auy  sub- 
serve certain  purposes,  l^hly  usefiil  to  the  Secretary  of 
State?  B^bre  these  inqmtiea  can,  to  the  best  purpoae, 
be  made,  it  is  proper  to  give  some  reply  to  what  has  been 
offered  by  several  gentle ra«n  sgainat  tlus  motion.  Theae 
gentlemen  have  said  less  to  sgpport  this  appropriation, 
than  to  impuKn  the  motives  of  those  who  oppose  it.  With 
my  motives  the  gentlemen  are  welcome  to  amoae  thcM- 
aeives.  The  storm  of  their  abuse  passed  over  me  as  the 
winter  storms  of  my  native  Mew  &ig1aad  have  often  puo- 
ed  over  the  humMe  dwelling  of  my  bcQ>hood,  withoot 
shaking  a  stone  from  the  chimney,  or  atartingadungle  on 
the  roof.  I  have  too  much  respect  for  myself  to  believe 
tliat  they  have  abused  me  from  the  wantonness  of  malice, 
but  do  believe  it  was  done  simply  because  they  co^find 
nothingto  say  more  appropriate  to  the  question. 

This  motion  Itts  been  made  to  protect  the  ri^ti  the 
nation  against  the  encroachments  of  power.  Those  who 
resist  such  eneiMidimenta  and  assaults  of  power,  must  el- 
ways  expect  to  enfiountev  vociferoui^  if  not  infuriated, 
adverssnet.  I  luve  not  entered  this  war&re  without 
"  counting  tiiecost."  A  school  ofhigh  authority  tatq^t  me 
that,  in  a  war  of  aggression,  "  He  who  takes  the  sword 
shall  pemh  by  the  swonl"r— but  in  a  war  of  defence  **  let 
him  who  has  no  svnrd  sell  hiscoat  and  buy  one.** 
'  How,  then,  has  our  defence  been  met  and  answered/ 
How  bythe  gentleman  from  Virginial  [Mr.  Banaovm.] 
First  of  all,  I  am  accused  of  objecting  to  this  appropria- 
tion, because  it  is  for  the  use  of  a  Virnnlan.  In  this  the 
genlkinan  is  utterly-  mistaken.  I  hiformed  him  of  this 
error  in  a  few  moments  after  he  had  taken  hia  seet.  He 
has,  notwithstanding,  chosen  to  put  this  error  in  pint 
Suffer  me,  Ar,  in  ny  place,  and  heftne  tills  House,  te 
protest  against  this  procedure.  The  gentlemen  who  heaid 
me  tiien,  and  who  do  me  the  honor  to  hear  me  now,  I 
call  to  witnesa  that  I'  said  no  such  thing;  and-I  should  hnve 
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nothing  to-regl-et,  eoold  my  Drotestation  be  nude  the 
printed  companion  of  the  geaueman's  allegation  aminst 
me,  and  trarel  nde  by  side  vith  it  under  the  eye  m  the 
nation.  This,  I  taov,  cannot  be  doner  and  I  muat  lufier 
the  imputation  wherever  him  ^cech  ia  read,  without 
correction  of  its  erron.  Be  it  so:  hot  I  b^ere  there  is 
too  roach  good  sense,  and  too  nrach  moral  Bentiment,  in 
Virginia,  to  set  down  one  of  their  fellow-men  as  quite  so 
stupid^  or  quite  so  malevolent. 

The  gentleman  alleges  that  I  conudered  this  misnon  as 
a  bribe  offered  to  Vir^nia.  This  might  hare  been  said 
by  me,  because  I  believed  it  to  be  true.  If  sud,  was  it 
cud,  or  could  it  be  intended,  in  derogation  of  Virginia^ 
Is  Viiginia  di^onored  by  this  attempt  of  the  wily  Secre- 
tary?  I  did  no^  and  no  man  will  intimate  that  Virginia 
had  even  looked  irith  a  Avorable  eye  on  this  bribe,  this 
splendid  bestowment.  Not  those  who  hear>  but  those 
who  listen  to  the  song  of  the  uren,  and  are  allured  by 
the  enchantment,  become  debased  by  the  temptation. 
Sir,  temptations  are  spread  over  the  whole  path  of  our 
lives,  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave.  The  enticements  of 
^easure  beset  our  youtbf  the  tmls  of  ambition  are  spread 
for  OUT  vigorous  manhoodi  and  in  old  age,  the  honest 
amor  habmdi,  when  all  other  loves  are  frozen  in  the  heart, 
allures  the  dim  eye  to  gaze  at,  and  the  nffd  ear  to  hstcn 
to,  the  glittering  beauties  and  golden  melodies  of  avarice. 
Are  we  dishonored,  becaase,  in  the  laogui^  of  Sir  Wm. 
Jones,  "  vice  is  permitted  to  spread  her  snares  around  us, 
that  the  triuniph  of  virtue  maybe  more  conspicuous?" 
The  ermine  of  the  judge  is  not  tarnished  becausa  some 
unprincipled  litigant  hu  craftily  proffered  a  bribe  to  the 
ecurt.  The  name  of  the  imultra  Lucretia  has  arrived  to 
us  after  a  journey  of  more  than  two  thousand  years.  Is  it 
soiled  by  time,  or  by  the  breath  of  any  one  of  the  millions 
of  millions  who  have  pronounced  it?  That  nam^  sir,  like 
the  Alps  of  her  own  Italy,  whose  tops  nearest  to  heaven 
are  covered  with  eternal  snow,  is  the  monument  of  impe- 
rishable purity — while  the  name  of  the  treacherous  and 
cowardly  Tarquin,  scarred  witii  infiuny,  will  be,  as  it  has 
been  throughout  all  time,  the  name  or  whatever  is  most 
vile  and  odious.  Sir,  Virginia  is  not  dishonoredi  the 
tempter,  and  not  the  tempted,  will  suffer  the  infiuny  of 
the  deed.  ^ 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Babboui]  would 
overthrow  our  objections  to  this  appropriatim,  by  eulo- 
gizing the  man  sent  on  the  misnon.  He  alludes  to  the 
monuments  of  Mr.  Band(^ih*s  fiunet  and,  lest  men  mif^t 
call  on  lum  to  show  where  tiiey  are,  ti«  has  placed  tbem 
in  the  hearts  of  his  countrj'men,  where  no  being  but  <  *  the 
•earcherofhearts"  could  discover  their  eustence.  What 
indications  has  Vii^nia  given  that  those  monuments  are 
where  the  gentleman  has  located  them?  Hehaslongbeen 
a  representative  in  Congress  from  that  State-  I'his  is 
stnnethii^  in  his  fiivori  Imt,  from  a  State  so  lotw  sepatmted 
into  districts,  H  is  not  conclusive.  It  is  con£ied  to  his 
constituents,  and  only  proves  what  the  gentleman  himself 
has  often  asserted  on  this  floor,  "that' never  bad  man  such 
constituents."  He  represented  the  whole  State  in  the 
SeDate~true;  but  this  was  for  the  fragment  only  of  a 
term.  Why  was  he  not  re-appointed?  The  interests,  the 
honor,  and  high  dig^nity  of  Virginia  had  been  placed  un- 
der his  guardianship.  Uow  did  he  perform  the  oiHces 
created  by  these  trusts?  Hb  cmduot  as  «  S«iator  frara 
Vi^^ma  was  brought  before  the  Legislature  of  that  State, 
on  a  questiou  concerning  his  re-appointment.  In  this 
great  Areopagus,  than  w^ch  none  is  more  dignified,  each 
judge,  if  he  had  a  monument  of  this  man  in  his  heart  or 
his  bouse,  read  the  inscription  upon  it.  On  what  was  he 
tried?  Not  on  hi^  political  creed— he  did  not  suffer,  as 
the  best  of  men  bare,  fcK'  hcreqr.  Hb  fwth  was,  for  every 
purpose  beneficial  to  himself  sound)  Us  works  alone 
Were  brought  into  question.  On  tliis  question  a  deep  and 
tntcrestintf  debate  arose.  The  gentleman  may  bare  been 
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present  and  heard  it;  or  if  not,  as  it  was  published,  he 
nrast  haTe  read  it.  It  belonged  to  Virgimn,  and  was  a 
part  of  her  great  commonwealth  concern:  nor  would  I 
have  brought  this  wholesome  example  of  family  discipline 
before  the  nation,  had  not  the  eulogist  of  Uiis  ftoward  son 
of  Virginia  told  us  that  the  monuments  of  Ms  expk^ 
wen  in  theJiearts  of  his  countrymen.  Does  this  debate, 
or  the  result  of  it,  confirm  the  gentleman's  assertion?  He 
was  weired,  and'*<m«ne  tame  iekei  i^tkamn"  was  writ- 
ten on  sjU  bis  monuments.  He  waa.rejected,  and  a  distin- 
guished Virginian  was  chosen  to  represent  that  State  in 
the  Senate,  and  restore  her  ancient  honor  and  dignity  in 
the  councils  uf  the  nation. 

I  ask  again,  where  are  the  monuments  of  this  |nan*s 
glor^?  Has  he  improved  his  native  State  in  the  great  arts 
of  civil  lifei  In  agriculture,  his  own  peculiar  vocation? 
It  has  never  been  said  of  him.  Have  manufactures  been 
fostered  by  his  encouragement?  Sir,  tlie  very  name  is 
odious  .to  him.  The  sheep,  the  most  innocent  of  all  ani- 
mals, and  supplying  bv  its  wool  the  material  for  perhaps 
our  most  useful  manuActure— the  sheep  is  so  liateful  to 
him,  Uiat,  with  all  tho  poetnr  of  the  golden  age  in  l^s 
blood,  this  gentleman  tuA  said,  **!  would  go  twenty  rods 
out  of  my  way  to  kick  a  sheep.**  Commerce  has  been  as 
little  encoun^ed  by  him  as  either  of  her  aster  arts  in  our 
&mily  of  national  industry.  He  is  one  of  a  class  of  men» 
now  grown  quite  small  in  our  country,  who  despise  traffic 
and. traders)  and  would  Iiave  considered  Cosmo  de  Medicis, 
the  [Hincely  merchant  and  founder  of  Florence,  as  no 
better  than  a  tin  pedlar.  He  is  literary,  moral,  I  trust 
plous)  but  what  has  he  done  to  advance  Iciuiung,  monlity, 
or  ret^n?  In  this  House,  where  lie  so  long  Md  a  seat^ 
where  are  the  fruits  of  his  sage  councils;  the  laws  origin- 
ated or  sustained  by  his  eloquence)  and  which  will  carry 
his  name  to  posterity,  as  a  patriot  statesman?  When 
the  gentleman  shall  point  to  these  monuments,  and  sliow 
them  to  belong  to  Mr.  Randolph,  he  may  reidize  a  fiune 
somewhat  less  fiig^tive  iind  perisbaBle  than  mere  words. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Babjioor]  would 
carry  my  opposition  to  this  salary  to  mere  political  ac- 
count) and  sajrs  I  am  opposed  to  it  because  Mr.  Randolph 
overthrew  the  fabric  of  fedenl  power.  Be  it  so;  let  the 
nuin  enjoy  the  entire  fame  of  all  ttie  benefit,  and  all  the 
miscliief  he  has  done.  I  had  no  share  in  that  power, 
which  every  utizen  did  not  equally  enjoy;  It  gave  me 
no'honor,  no  emolument.  I  do  not  heheve,  and- 1  think 
thousands  who  uded  in  its  overcrow  do  not  now  be- 
lieve, Aat  any  structure,  since  that  time  erected  on  its 
ruins,  has  given  a  holier  sanctuary  to  the  constitution,  or 
a  more  secure  shelter  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
people.  If  this  giant  partisan  <ud  overthrow  that  fabric, 
he  could  not  buiy  under  it^  ruins  the  great  principles  of 
therevolution — "Union  and  independence,"  thesongof 
my  cradle,  the  political  creed  of  eveiy  hour  of  mv  Qfc, 
and  not  sooner  to  be  forgotten  than  the  ssinted  boaom 
which  nourished  my  infancy.  What  did  this  man  build, 
what  could  he  build,  in  its  place?  Sir,  when  daylight 
first  dawned  on  the  world  after  this  event,  John  Randolph 
sat,  in  the  glimpses  of  morning,  like  the  genius  of  tJie 
earthquake  amidst  the  ruins  of  some  splendid  city,  with- 
out the  power  or  the  wiU  to  move  a  nngle  stone  to  rear 
a  now  edifice,  ^ay,  ar,  when  the  stateooen  of  those 
times,  forgetting  the  storm  of  party,  set  themselves  in 
earnest  to  rebtulding,  this  man  ofmoniuuents  rousted  their 
labors.  Little  does  the  gentleman  know  me,  if  he  be- 
lieves 1  feel  anger  at  the  labors,  or  envy  at  the  fame,  of  the 
man  whom  he  has  culo^zed.  He  will  be  remembered, 
when  much  better  Vii^^uuMis,  and  perhaps  the  gentleman 
himself,  may  be  fo^tten;  but  he  will  he  remembered  aa 
tlw  years  of  mildew,  and  blight,  and  fiunine  are  remem- 
bered, when  those  of  plenty  and  prosperity  are  forgotten. 
Uc  majr  live  in  story,  but  nett-hlic  Washti^ton,  **in  th« 
henrU  of  hift  couQt^oKn." 
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I  should  have  ntd  no  more  of  the  wcretary  of  Ieg«- 
lion>  had  not  the  gentleman  transmuted  his  cominnatioi) 
by  the  Senate,  into  the  Roman  ceremonial  of  bettouHn^ 
the  toga  virilu.  I'his  toga,  tliis  fovra,  wa«f  in  tbc  open 
fimim,  ciTcn  annually  by  all  the  Roman*  to  all  Oieirboya 
vho  bu,  (hiring  tb«  year,  arrired  at  the  age  of  Berenteen 
yen*.  By  thla  clamcal  alluBion,  I  presume  the  gentle- 
man intcnas  to  anare  us  that  Mr.  Bandolph's  secretary 
of  legation  has  fully  arrived  at  that  interesting  Tieriod  of 
his  Vife.  I  had  asserted  that  he  was  twenty-one;  but  I  wil- 
lingly admit  the  gentleman's  correction. 

The  other  gentiemaa  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Cokx]  has 
reinforced  his  colleague.  Will  these  gentlemen  never 
bave  done  iritb  tnisrtating  mei  HaTe  1  reproached  Vir- 
gtiua^  Never,  sir^  never.  "When  speaking  of  any  one  of 
ner  citizens  hue,  I  have«pofcen  of  him  as  an  American 
citizen.  When  speaking  of  that  State,  I  have,  on  this 
floor,  and  elsewhere,  spoken  of  her  as  one  which  poured 
her  whole  Spartan  soul  into  the  revolution,  which  sent  to 
the  field  of  eonfliet  n  bimd  of  patriot  warriors,  **  whobave 
filled  the  vorid  \rith  their  ana  oar  giorjri'*  and  which,  to 
iiciire  die  benefits,  in  additim  to  toe  triumphs  of  victory, 
relinquished  her  territorinl  clumt  to  an  empire,  prefer- 
ring,  to  State  sectional  interest,  the  more  glorious  objects 
of  union  and  independence.  I  reproach  Virginia!  Is  it 
not  the  birthplace,  is  it  not  the  burial  place,  of  Washing- 
ton^ Sir,  wno  can  reproach  that  most  f(»tunate,  most 
eoiwecrated  region;  or  even  suppose  the  enormity  possi- 
ble, *'and        to  be  fiMj^ven!'* 

I  have,  as  the  gentleman  says,  abused  the  President, 
and  bis  Machiaveltan  policy.  I  have  spoken  of  the  Presi- 
dent as  of  the  first  dignitaiy  of  the  nation,  and  in  no  terms 
of  disrespect.  I  have  alleged  that,  Uke  monarcha  in  the 
old  worn,  he  has  been  advised  by  ministers}  and,  under 
that  advisement,  has  permitted  tiiose  minister*  to  furnish, 
in  his  name,  his  annual  menage  to  Congress.  Will  the 
gentleman  pledge  his  liicrary  reputatim  upon  a  deiual 
of  this  allegatuHif  I  have  said  the  President  Baa  bc^  mi»- 
eounsclledt  has  suffered  his  confidenae  to  be  abused  by 
an  art&l  rmnister;  and  that,  too»  in  this  very  appointment. 
I  put  it  to  the  gentleman,  upon  his  eoTMcieneCf  to  say 
wliether  be  beEeves  this  question  could  have  come  up, 
in  this  House,  if  Mr.  Tazewell  had  been  Beoretaty  of 
State. 

Of  the  Secretaiy  of  8Me  I  have  spoken,  and  will  speak, 
as  I  believe  he  merits.  He  is  a  power  constUtttionally 
connected  with  the  Bxecutivef  but  now,  like  the  para^te 
plant  under  shelter  of  the  oak,  it  baa  crept,  and  clasped, 
and  wound  itself  around  the  trunk,  spire  above  spire, 
until  it  overtops  thp  loAiest  branch  of  the  magnificent 
tree.  The  leaves  of  ^  iiy  will  soon  c<»eeal  those  of 
the  oak)  and,  unless  the  iaadieus  plaat  be  reoMvedy  ren 
der  it  a  sapless  trunk. 

The  geiitlemau  recommends  to  V$  charity^  christian 
charity.  Where  does  he  leant  tiiat  tile,  ^-!!>tatieticieB  of 
rulers  are  to  be  ^sited  only  in  charity  >  '  While'  the  n^f*- 
senger  of  divine  cliarity  wept  over  the  coming  ruin  of 
tus  nation,  did  he  not  severely  rebuke  those  rulers,  that 
generation  of  vipers,  stinging' and  poisotunif  that  nation, 
and  hastening  on  that  destruction  > 

Sir,  we  are  charitable.  The  people  have  looked  on  in 
charity.  Charity  has  done  her  utmost,  Her  <*  mantle 
has  covered  a  multitude  of  sins;"  but  the  brood  has  mul- 
t  plied,  and  increased  in  size,  and  outgrown  the  covering. 

Tliis  gentleman  unites  wiUi  his  colleague  in  eulogizing 
Virginia.  It  is  all  aupercrogation.  Hntoty  has  done  it 
jnstice.  The  lofty-minded  matron,  we  kneq',  thought 
well  of  herself;  but  no  one  deemed  her  quite  so  proud 
the  gentleman  has  announced  her  to  us.  In  wielding  the 
hrooni,  M  scolding  bw  househidd,  riie  may  well  vaaea 
Keptune's  trident,  and  Jove's  power  to'thunder,  as  the 
gentleman  stiys  ^  does;  and  some  of  her  children  liave 
given  us  fiur  samples  of  tlie  family  lectures. 


The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Wathx]  has  coma 
forward  to  support  this  "  State  unsuon."  To  support^ 
do  1  say.'  His  dffbrt  seema  rsdier  suited  to  rebuke  me« 
and  those  engaged  with  me  in  support  iif  this  motion* 
into  titter  irilcnce.  Nor  would  he  nience  us  only^  but 
stop  the  pubBe  press.  Silence  tMs  House!  nience  tb« 
public  press!  what  more  can  be  required  for  Uie  esta- 
bbsbmcnt  of  a  demotistn  over  national  opittioni 

The  gentleman  has  advanced  an  argument  on  the  ques' 
tion.  It  is  drawn  fiSsra  analogy.  He  will  permit  me  to 
say  that  such  arguments  are,  of  all  others,  the  least  con.* 
elusive.  Founded  on  the  resemblance  of  tlrings,  they 
liave  all  the  uncertunty  of  their  foundatitm.  He  wh9 
slioald  affirm  that  all  human  ferms  are  alike,  would  af' 
firm  the  truth;  but  what  conclusion  could  be  dmwni  fi-om 
it?  For  he  who  should  affirm  that  all  human  forma  are 
different,  would  equally  affirm  the  truth.  The  gcntieman 
affirms  tliat  we  ought  to  make  this  appropriation  to  pay 
this  salary,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Randolph,  by  permisuon 
of  tlie  Executive,  leA  the  court  of  Rosna  a  few  days  after 
his  arrival  there,  and  has  not  returned,  or  may  not  return, 
to  that  court  again.  Ue  alleges  this,  because  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  ure  paid,  notwithstanding  they  may  be 
taken  sick,  either  on  their  lourney  Intbcr,  or  while  here, 
or  on  tbeir  return  home.  It  is  true;  but  the  analogy  be- 
tween the  cases  extends  no  furtlier.  Suppose  a  case  just 
like  Mr.  Kandolph's;  suppose  a  member  tn  this  House  ar- 
rive  here,  is  here  ta>ken  lack,  and,  on  leave  of  absence, 
departs  from  this  city  fitr  Charkaton,  Savannah,  or  New 
Orleans,  to  regain  his  health,  and  does  not  return  during 
the  session;  would  he  receive  lus  pay  >  Could  he  receive 
it?  I  regret  the  gentleman  thought  it  proper  to  say  that 
we,  in  support  of  the  motioi^  hsd  used  &lseIiood;  "» 
thing  equally  dishonorable  in  argument,  with  the  use  of 
empoisoned  weapons  in  war."  I  regret  this,  because  I 
Iiad  expected  from  him  nothing  but  what  was  fur  in  de- 
bate; and  pure,  dasncal,  and  urbane  in  language.  Thi* 
expectation  bad  been  sustained  by  my  own  attention  to 
the  gentieman's  demeanor  in  this  Houses  but  it  had  been 
raised  by  the  report  of  hiic,  made  to  me  by  one  in  the  re- 
lations of  frienosbip  to  him.  Mid  than  whom  no  man  on 
earth  is  d«uer  to  me.  Will  the  gentleman  do  lumself  the 
justice  to  mark  and  point  out  the  items  of  falsehood  set 
down  and  used  by  us  in  our  account  of  objections  to  this 
appropriation.' 

All  these  gentlemen  Agree  in  tlie  argument  against  this 
motion,  drawn  from  tiie  incompetency  of  this  House  to 
question  this  ^ipropriation'  The  Preodent  and  Senate 
to  whom  the  constitution  has  confided  our  foreign  rein' 
tionsy  have,  they  tell  us,  estabhshed  this  legation;  and  tiu> 
House  cannot,  as  they  affirm,  refuse  tlus  appn^iation  in 
support  of  it.  Are  we  placed  by  the  people  a»  the  con- 
stitutional keepersof  the  public  treasure,  and  yet  bound 
to  follow  cyerr  Executive  call  for  their  money?  I»  it 
Our  whole  fiscal  duty  to  obey  orders,  and  grant  subsidies  ? 
Does  not  deliberation,  and  debate,  and  discretion,  belonr 
to  ^^>a  Housed  Wc  can  grant,  and  every  pover  which, 
can  grant  is,  hy  its  very  nature,  endowed  with  the  power 
of  refusdl.  Sir,  our  ;^»wer  to  refuse  appropriations  is 
the  constitutional  check  placed  in  our  hands  not  to 
stop,  but  to  regulate  the  movements  of  the  Executive. 
Without  tliia  power,  and  its  discreet  and  diligent  use,  the 
nation  would  beat  the -disposal  of  the  Presdent  nod  eabl; 
net  counral. 

Sir,  this  misuon  maybe  regarded astta«commencenei.t 
of  a  system  of  sinecure  apponttments,  of  salaries  without 
serricea.  Sent  to  one  oourt,  where  he  did  nothing;  and, 
in  the  exercise  of  his  powers,  gone  to  another,  where  he 
can  do  nothing,  what  service  is  required,  or  was,  or  could 
be,  expected  from  him?  When  he  shall  return  next  June, 
what  will  behave  done?  His  most  seaktus  fin  ends  must 
say,  nothing.  I(  then,  he  receive  this  salary,  he  will 
revive  it  Without  service  of  lui^  kind  rendered  to  tt)c 
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nation  for  it  The  Secretarvdoes  avow,  ia  the  menagv* 
that  the  **powcr  to  leave  the  Bomn  court  for  the  ad- 
vantage of.  a  more  ^ial  climate*  was  givea  to  Ran- 
dolphi  inconideration  of  the  extent  to  which  his  constitti- 
tian  bad  been  impaired  in  the  public  serrice."  What 
were  those  lervices?  The  duties  of  a  member  tliis 
House  or  oT  the  Senate,  and  for  which  he  received  his 
legal  compensation,  lite  every  other  member.  Was  "his 
constitution  impured"  by  these  services?  Were  not  the 
constitutions  of  others  impaired,  and  even  their  lives  con- 
aumed,  in  like  services?  b  this  gentleman  alone  selected 
fbra  ]}lace  where  he  may,  "in  conaideration  of  the  extent 
to  which  his  constitution  has  been  impaired  by  those  ser- 
vices,"  receive  in  one  year  the  mm  of  918,000?  This, 
sir,  is  (he  first  peiiuon  for  civil  service  on  our  recor<ls. 
How  many  hearts  of  revolutionary  soldiers  would  this 
Imve  made  glad?  Into  how  .many  abodes  of  desolation 
and  widowhood  it  mirht  have  carried  the  light  of  joy,  and 
hrouriit  on  3-ou  the  blesnn^  of  how  many  now  ready  to 
periA?   Such  a  system  of  sinecure  appointment  and  civil 


these  important  mattersf  and  to  these  constitutional  attri- 
bntca  of  this  House  hai  this  motion  been  addressed. 


pen  j,^„   

pensionage  may  be  extended  alike  to  the  courts  of  all 
civilized  nations,  and  to  the  hordes  of  Nomade  bai'barians, 
requiring  no  residence,  either  near  tiie  palaces  pr  tenia 
of  the  foreign  Fowerj  the  formality  of  a  visiL  and  a  pre- 
sentation majj  soon  be  omitted,  and  the  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary  willf  '<in  conaideratlbn 
of  bis  public  service^"  be  permitted  to  receive  his 
outfit  and  salsiy,  while  he  continues  to  reside  'on  his 
plantation. 

What  a  scheme  of  speculation  does  tliis  system  open  to 
ilic  crafty  and  unprincipled,  to  men  always  at  market 
either  to  sell  tJiemselves  or  to  buy  others!    By  this,  un- 
stable politicians  of  every  variety  of  ci  eed  may  be  kept  to 
the  true  fcith.    By  this,  tempest-beaten  partisans,  ship- 
wrecked  m  prindple  and  fortune,  may  be  towed  into  port, 
.ind  laid  up  and  preserved  for  future  use.    Establish  this 
system,  sir,  uid  add  to  it  a  Government  treasury  hank, 
and  tile  Secretary  might  buy  into  the  Presidency,  with 
your  own  moneyj  nor,  like  tliat  Boman  who  bought  the 
imperial  purple  at  auction,  be  obliged  to  lay  down  his 
own  gold  and  silver  for  the  purohase.    Shall  we,  sir, 
through  any  fear  of  transcending  our  jurisdiction,  give 
our  sanction  to  such  a  system?   A  bolder  stand  than  is 
now  required  was  taken  sixteen  vears  ago,  on  tiiis  floor, 
by  an  honorable  member,  now  high  in  oflice,  and  pre- 
aif^ng  over  the  deliberations  of  the  other  House  of  Con- 
gress.   "I  will,"  said  he,  "  vote  no  appropriation  for  the 
navy  until  the  SecreUry  of  fliat  department  is  removed." 
What  was  the  result?   Tlie  Secretary  was  removedj  and 
thenarai  branch  of  the  service  did  receive,  as  it  always 
has  received,  his  cordial  and  efficient  support.    In  1795, 
when  the  appropriation  nts  under  eonrideration  for  car- 
rying into  efiect  the  second  trca^  with  Great  Britain,  Mr. 
Gallatin  declared,  in  this  House,  that  a  treaty  had  no 
bniding  force  as  a  Uw  of  the  land  until  suili  appropria- 
tions  were  Toadej  and  that  thia  Houm,  holding  the  poWer 
to  control  such  appropriations,  held  the  constitutional 
power  of  r^ecting  treaties.    Mr.  Madison  contended  that 
this  Hoiue  bad  the  right  to  judge  concerning  the  expe- 
diency of  treabest  and.  as  they  mTght  decide  that  question, 
to  grant     refuse  appropriations  for  carryiiv  tliem  into 
effect.    This  case  does  not  require  the  aid  of  these  doc- 
trines} for  public  faith  will  not  be  touched  in  our  foreign 
relations,  if  Mr.  Randolph  shoidd  not  receive  a  salary  for 
reading  in  England  aa  minister  at  Russia.  Has  the  gentle- 
man fromVirpnia[Mr.  J.  S  -BAnaoua]  forgotten  tiiat 
themotum  to  strike  out  the  enactii^  clause  of  the  bill 
appropriating  salaries  for  the  Panama  roisnonwas  sustiun- 
cd  by  wity-one  members  of  this  House,  and  that  he  lum- 
self,  with  nine  of  his  colleagues,  voted  for  it?  Will 
gentlemen  still  contend  for  thrir  own  incompetency  to 
question  this  appn^riation?   Sir,  we  are,  by  the  constitu- 
lion,  vested  vith  a  high  competency  and  discretion  on 


It  is  hunnlialinf^  said  Mr.  B.,  but  I  must  rmly  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  CAWBauBira.j  Pormy^ 
selfl  would  let  him  pass.  It  isa  kind-ofDomitian  amusement, 
this  killing  flies  with  a  bodkin.  ■  Gladly  would  I  say,  with 
the  commiseration  of  Uncle  Toby,  to  the  littie  buzzii^ 
inconvenience,  (when  !  have  lum  in  nnr  hand,)  **  Go,  poor 
insect,  gD{  the  world  ia  surely  mde  eno^h  for  thee 
and  me." 

I  have  aome  apology  for  giving  some  attention  to  the 
speech  tiS  the  ratdeman  froiQ  Her  York.  The  place, 
however  it  nny  oe  Sled,  does  give  a  kind  of  character  to 
what  is  said  or  done  in  it.  No  nMtter  how  utterly  incon- 
siderable, or  even  contemptible,'  a-perton  may  b«,  when- 
ever a  constitutional  portion  of  the  people  has  placed  him 
at  one  of  these  desks,  tvplying  to  what  he  may  have  said, 
though  it  may  not  be  very  creditable,  yet  must  be  ex- 
cusable, in  any  member  of  this  Bouse.  The  Romans  were 
wont  to  place  a  wooden  image  in  their  gardens,  as  the 
special  protector  of  the  places  and  Horace  has  rabted  to 
us  Uic  BoUloquy  of  (me  of  these  Rmaao  deities,  wherein 
he  gives  some  account  of  his  own  apotheosis:  *'I  was,** 
mid  the  Priapas,  *' a  useless  lofg,  until  the  carpenter  took 
me  in  hand:  but  he  baa  now  worked  me  up  into  a  god!" 
The  people  of  New  York  can  sorely  turn  out  as  good 
work  as  tiw  Roman  cwpcnter. 

We  are  fay  this  learned  and  honorable  gentleman 
proaebedfora  mntofmagnwiinutyi  and  are  told  that  no 
objocKon,  for  ai^  sneh  cause,  was  made  by  him  and  hie 
party  to  any  appropriation.  The  true  difierence  between 
his  and  our  effort  will  be  found  in  this:  we  labor  to  save 
money  from  illegal  and  useless  appropriation;  he  labored 
to  abuse  those  who  had,  in  pursuance  of  legal  sad  usefol 
appropriation,  honestly  paid  it  away. 

What  were  the  dtrii^  of  this  magnat^mous  gentletiwn 
in  a  committee  of  which  he  was  a  remark^le  member? 
Here  is  the  record-book  of  that  committee.  I  have  select- 
ed, as  an  ordinary  sample  of  this  genUeman's  labors  of 
retrenchment,  four  cases,  and  will  trouble  the  House  with 
a  few  quotations,  and  a  few  remarks  upon  them. 

On  the  25th  of  'April,  1838,  the  committee  being  in 
session-^ 

"  The  chairman  then  sUted  to  the  eomnuttee,  that  Ik 
feltithisduty  to  mention  that  a  otiien,  now  a  lendent  of 
this  District,  bad  hiq^uired  of  him  whether,  is  any  of  the 
accounts  of  the  contingent  expmses  of  the  Government, 
the  United  States  were  debited  with  the  stim  of  five  thou* 
sand  five  hundred  dollars,  paid  to  the  late  l>aniel  P.  Cook, 
late  representative  in  Congress  foom-  the  State  of  Illinois,* 
for  certain  diplomatic  services,  upon  -which  Mr.  Cook 
wasBiippoted  to  have  been  sent  uroad  durii^  ttie  hit 
summer." 

"'The  chairman  stated  that  he  ^  not  fod  at  Uberlf  to 
communicate  tile  name  of  his  mformant,  but  in  rq^aid  to 
the  puiport  of  the  communication  he  felt  no  such  reservei 
and  it  was  for  the  committee  to  make  such  order  on  dw 
statement  as  th^  might  deem  proper. 
"  It  was,  on  motion  of  Hr.  CAxaaxLsiro, 
**  Hetoloed,  That  the  committee  conuder  the  oosnmunt- 
cation." 

Sir,  this  eomnuttee,  under  this  reaoUition,  sent  for 
witneasesi  honorable  members  of  both  Houses,  and  the 
Postmaster  General,  were  caUed  before  tiiem.  Why  not 
call  for  Uie  man  himself  for  Daniel  p.  Cook,  M^ast 
whom  this  anonymous  information  had  been  made?  He 
was  dead.  The  mai>  at  whom  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  magnanimously  aimed  his  arrow,  slept  qqietlv  in  the 
p^ien  bosom  of  bia  own  beloved  iHinois.  The  voice  of 
the  nameless  mformer,  embodied  by  the  resolution  of  the 
gentlemat),  tiiough  it  might  polhite  every  tbreshoU,  and 
violate  «ie  harmony  of  every  bonse  in  the  natioh,  covU 
not  reach  the  sanemvy,  or  hitermpt  the  repoae  of  the 
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tomb.  Pcrrmt  me  to  speak  a  word  conceriung  Daniel  P. 
Cook;  because  erery  man  who  hears  mc  did  not  know 
hun,  as  many  of  us  did,  who  sat  in  this  House  4ith  him. 
He  was  a  man  whom  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
would  probably  not  call  a  gemiwt  buthiamindw^of  th^ 
cast  and  capacity  in  the  transaction  of  human  affurs,  to 
whicli  eraiy  man  would  wish  to  commit  the  management 
ofluaovn.  Hissensewasthatofthcererydayintereourse 
of  men;  and  would  pass,  like  the  most  precious  or 
most  useful  mctala,  wherever  such  a  commodity  could  be 
in  request.  A  man,  in  whatever  may  be  required  of  man- 
hpod;  a  child,  in  all  that  un? leness  of  heart  and  purity  of 
purpose  which  render  childhood  so  amiable.  With  those 
wh»  knew  bim  well,  he  had  so  fixed  himself  in  their 
hearts,  that  though  they  n^^t  wish  to  forget  the  pain  of 
thor  loss,  they  can  never  cease  to  remember  his  usefol 
public  labors,  ami  many  endearing  soeial  qualities. 

Our  relationa  with  Cuba  have  long  been  interesting  uid 
importnnt.  Gentlemen  will  call  to  mind  that  we  have 
frequently  heard  from  Europe  that  Cuba  might  be  trans- 
ferred fr«n  Spain  to  aotne  other  sovereigaty.  Such  a 
report  was  tife  in  this  country  in  the  winter  of  1826-7'. 
It  wu  believed  by  friends  of  the  last  adauniitntion,  tiiat 
ft  confidential  agent  was  by  Hr.  Adatna  sent  to  Cuba,  to 
ascertain,  if  possible,  the  truth  of  this  reportt  and  that 
Daniel  P.  Cook  was  that  agent.  He  had,  it  was  believed, 
been  paid  out  of  that  fund  which  Congress  has  ever  since 
the  foundation  of  the  Government  annually  or  otherwise 
appropriated,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  President, 
for  the  compensation  of  confidential  services.  All  this 
mav  be- known  to  the  gentleman  irom  Kew  York  now; 
Mid,  had  there  been  firaud  in  the  ttansa^um,  we  sliould 
have  heaid  it  on  this  ocgmhi,  called,  at  Us  moulb,  by  its 
harshest  Etwlisb  name. 

The  gentleman  might  have  known  the  whole  affair  at 
that  time.  Hiis  appean  firom  the  foUomng  letter  from 
Mr.  Clay,  then  Seeretujr  of  State: 

DtPARTKEar  o»  Stats, 

TFaahinglm,  Miy  1, 1828. 

Snt:  Iharereetived  your  letterunder  date  this  day,  stat- 
ing that  "  it  Iiaviug  been  ascertained  that  tlic  late  Daniel 
P.  Cook,  late  a  representative  in  Congress  from  the  State 
oflllinbis,  recdveaasum  oftooney  from  the  Government, 
during  the  spring  or  summer  of  the  last  year,  for  certain 
■errices  supposed  to  have  been  either  foreign  or  diplo- 
matic, you  are  instructed  by  the  Committee  t>Tt  Retrench- 
ment to  request  me  to  inform  you  where  they  are  to  look 
Sn  the  auditing  oS  the  sum  tm  to'liftve  been  reedived  by 
Mr.  Cook,  and,  if  not  audited  in  th6  anal  eotnvc,  what 
was  its  amount." 

Without  admitting  or  denying  the  correctness  of  the 
information  which  the  committee  are  stated  to  have  re. 
ceived,  I  hare  the  honor  to  observe  that  [  am  not  aware 
of  the  disbursement  of  any  money  through  the  agency  of 
tbb  department,  the  account  of  which  has  not  been,  or,  in 
ft  regular  course  of  settlement,  is  not  to  be,  audited  in  the 
usual  wa^  ftt  the  trcasnty,  or  passed  upon  a  certificate  of 
the  PresKletit,  in  oonfbrnUty  with  the  provinons  of  the  3d 
section  of  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May,  1810,  enUtled  "An 
-act  fbdng  the  compensation  of  public  ministers  and  con- 
mis  rending  on  tlie  coast  of  Barbary,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.** I  cannot  presume  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
committee  to  inquire  into  any  dfAursement  which  may 
Jure  been  made  agreeably  to  tiiat  section;  and  all  others 
•re  acocssible  to  them,  in  like  nbnner  with  other  expen- 
-dittms.  I  have,  however,  the  autliori^  of  ^e  Prerident 
fbr  wkTfixkf  that  I  will  make  to  the  committee  a  confidential 
commnnication,  In  ration  to  the  expenditure  to  which 
tfMy  are  supposed  to  allude,  if  they  will  signify  their  de- 
sire for  Bu<ai  a  commui^tion.  In  that  ease,  I  should  be 
fvlad  to  learn  their  plruare  at  soon  as  convenient,  a.4 1 


purpose  leaving  the  aij,  on  the  4th  intlan^aftwdayi*  oa 
aceoont  of  the  sbite  of  my  health. 
I  bare  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  CLAY.  ■ 

To  Jutu  Hakilto^t,  Jr.  Esq.  8(.c. 

Why  not  receive  and  communicate  tliis  confidentially  ttf 
the  House?  Every  statesman  must  perceive  at  once  the 
indecorum  of  ^ving  it  to  the  House  In  any  other  manner 
than  confidentul.  What!  place  on  our  ordloarr  journal, 
publish  in  our  papers,  and  send  to  Europe,  that  the  fiiend- 
ship  of  General  Vives,  the  Intendant  General  of  Cuba,  bad 
induced  him  confidentially  to  communicate  to  the  ^nt  ti 
our  Government,  concerning  the  disposition  of  Spain  to 
sell,  and  of  England  to  buy,  the  colonial  sovereignty  Of 
that  island.  A  confidential  communication  would  not  do. 
Aplain,  honest,  and  fuUst^ement  of  facts  was  not  wanted. 
The  magnanimous  gentleman  from  New  York  widied  to 
strike  a  blow  at  the  President  and  Secretary;  he  chose  to 
do  it  by  mining;  and  if,  in  his  subterranean  course,  he 
should  dig  into  the  ^n.y&  of  Daniel  p.  Cook,  how  could 
he  doubt  that  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  would 
justify  this  violation  of  the  sanctuary  of  the  tomb?  He 
chose  to  follow  the  tnul  of  an  informer,  who  had  so  little 
confidence  in  this  inquintion,  that  he  would  not  "commit** 
even  his  own  foul  name  to  the  gentleman's  safe  keeping. 
Mr.  Cook,  it  was  known,  was  in  very  deKcate  health,  and 
was  aboat  to  vint  Cuba  fiv  the  benefit  of  tiie  climate.  In 
the  examination  of  the  witnesses,  the  whole  labor  of  Ae 
gentleman  was  directed  to  prove  that  the  state  of  his 
health  would  not  permit  his  doing  any  public  service,  and 
that,  if  he  received  any  compensiition,  he  must  have  receiv- 
ed it  for  nothing.  The  gentleman  was  discomfited  by 
the  result;  for  it  came  out  m  evidence,  tliat,  feeble  as  was 
his  health,  he  had  performed  all  that  was  required  of  him. 
His  con^iensation  was  not  ascertained;  bnt  it  is  |»obable, 
say  the  committee,  that  he  received  more  than  one  thou- 
sand dolkrs)  and  this  is  set  down  by  the  magnanimity  of 
the  gentleman  as  an  act  of  "  Executive  favoritisiD,  vt 
flagrant  abuse." 

Compare  tlus  service  and  expenditure  with  the  mission, 
and  minister,  and  appropriation,  now  under  debate.  Mr. 
Cook  was  in  delicate  health;  but  that  served  to  place  him 
above  suspicion  of  any  sinister  purpose  in  visiting  Cuba. 
His  acquaintance  with  General  Vives,  while  in  this  coun- 
try,  the  known  integrity  and  obvious  simplicity  of  his  cha- 
racter, the  amenity  of  nis  manners,  and  even  his  delicate 
health,  all  combined,  must  have  placed  him  at  once  in 
relittions  of  entire  confidence  and  frank  intercourse  with 
the  Intendant,  and  enabled  him  to  obtain  speedily  from 
that  Governor  all  which  it  was  proper  for  him  to  commu- 
nicate, or  for  our  Executive  to  know.  Let  the  ^ntleman 
taunt  us  for  a  want  of  magnanimity.  I>t  the  nation  judge 
between  us. 

The  next  case  in  this  record,  to  which  I  ask  your  atten- 
tion, is  that  of  John  H.  Pleasants.  Tlie  House  will  have 
a  full  knowledge  of  Ibis  case  from  two  letters,  the  firrt 
from  Mr.  Pleasants  to  Mr.  Clay,  the  second  from  Mr.  Clay 
to  the  Committeo  on  Betrencluncnt. 

J6-.  Pkatania  to  Mr.  Clay. 

LiTxarooi^  July  7,  1835. 

Mt  D»ab  Sift:  If  you  are  surprised  at  the  dale  of  my 
letter,  T  atn  scarcely  less  surprised  at  the  circuitistance 
myself.  To  be  in  England  at  a1),  is  what  t  never  expect- 
ed. To  be  here  when  I  expected  to  have  been  in  Buenos 
Ayres,  seems  rather  the  effect  of  cnchimtment,  than  of 
orainary  causation.  It  remains,'  sir,  for  mc  to  account  for 
this  apparent  dereliction  of  dutv;  and  I  cannot  but  hope 
that  a  plain  statement  of  the  circumstances  which  chang- 
ed my  destination,  will  exculpate  me  from  any  blame  m 
yonr  eyes,  solicitous  as  I  nm  to  preserve  that  good  opi- 
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nion  wiash  procured  for  me  the  dtarge  conftrrcd  by  the 
Department  of  State. 

After  mai^  inefiectnal  attemptii  to  Mcure  an  earlier 
passage,  in  which  I  was  baffled  by  the  diminished  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  the  provinces  of 
South  America  which  lie  beyond  the  Spanirii  Main,  I 
succeeded  in  procuring  a  passage  in  the  bri^  William 
Tell,  which  miled  from  New  York  on  the  38th  May  for 
the  Hirer  Plate.  This'  veaael  was  not  such  a  one  as  I 
should  have  selected*  had  I  had  my  choice.  Beinp:  sim- 
ply a  merchant  rtiip,  it  was  destitute  of  eomfortabJe  ac- 
immmodattoni  nererthekss,  becoming  impatient  for  ac- 
tion, and  fbrese^ng  that  if  T  neg^lected  that  opportunity, 
1  naieht  meet  with  no  other,  I  availed  myself  of  it,  .^nd 
saileo,  as  stated,  on  the  38th  May.  I  speedily  liad  cause 
to  regret  my  precipitation  in'  chooring  such  a  ship.  The 
cabin,  not  fifteen  feet  square.  Was  destined  to  accommo- 
date, in  a  voyage  which  woaldoceiq»yfromrixty  to  ninety 
days,  twenty-five  passengers.  •  •  •  When  the  hor- 
rors of  sea-ttckncss  were  superadded  to  the  other  p«nful 
circumstihcea  attending  my  situation,  my  sufferings  be- 
came ■greater  than  I  can  describe.  Deprived  of  every 
comfort,  with  not  ten  feet  square  forexer^ise,  a  pestilential 
air,  and  most  ofienuve  smell,  pervading  every  part  of  the 
ship,  and  even  without  the  most  common  me^cines,  I  assare 
you»  sir,  tliat  death  would  Iiave  been  no  unwelcome  visiter. 
I  na  seized,  witii  a  high  ferer*  andin  ten  days  reduced,  in 
VLf  own  opinion,  and  in  that  of  those  around  mo,  to  the 
brink  rfth?  grave.  At  this  time,  we  spoke  an  American 
slup  frmn'New  York,  bound  to  Antwerp:  the  captain, 
who  was  likewise  ill,  was  bearingfor  Fayal,  in  the  Azores, 
and,  by  g^vat  perauaeion,  was  induced  to  take  me  on 
board,  in  a  miserable  condition.  Two  days  after  tliis  re- 
moval,  my  new  captain  recovered  liia  indisposil'-on,  and 
resumed  his  course  for  Antwerp.  Having  no  inclinntioii 
to  visit  Holland,  I  dctemuned  to  avail  myself  of  the  next 
ship  that  wc  might  speak,  and  return  to  the  United  Stales, 
or  go  to  England.,  Prom  the  time  tliat  I  boarded  the 
vessel  hi  a-hich  I  iSeii  was,  I  had  begun  slowly  to  recover, 
from  the  sitpenor  comforts  of  its  accommodations.  On 
the  20tli  of  June,  we  spoke  the  brig  Olive,  from  New 
York  to  this  port,  and  the  captain  consenting  to  receive 
me,  I  flirived  in  Liverpool  on  the  lstinstant>  liaring  been 
at  sea  thirty-three  days.  Tlie  despatches  which  were  en- 
trusted to  my  car^  I  forwarded  to  Mr.  Forbes,  in  elinrge 
of  Captain  Hinman,  of  the  William  Tell,  to  whom  tie  was 
consigned;  statingUic  reasons  of  my  not  bearing  tliem  in 
person,  and  requesting  him  to  forward  those  for  Mr.  Ka- 
guet  at  Rio.  if  the  William  Tell  goes  safely,  ttie  de- 
spatches will  safely  reach  their  destination. 

I'hese,  sir,  are  the  circumstances  which  have  broiig^it 
me  to  Enriand,  and  I  hope  that  they  are  such  as  to  ex< 
cuse  my  absndimment  of  my  charge.  As  I  am  here,  I 
have  determined  to  devote  a  few  weeks  to  the  purpose  of 
senngthe  country;  after  which,  I  shall  have  the  pleasure 
of  giving  you,  in  person,  a  more  detailed  account  of  my 
voyage. 

With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  n.  PLEASANTS. 

Exbud  of  a  teller  from  Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  ffamillon,  ehair^ 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Relrenchment. 

**  It  was  not  believed  that  the  visitation  of  Providence 
with  which  he  was  afflicted,  ouglit  to  deprive  him  of  al) 
allowance  for  expenses,  and  all  compensation  for  services; 
but  H  was  not  thought  right  that  the  per  diem  si'.ould  be 
continued  during  the  whole  period  of  his  absence  from 
hcmie,  and  until  his  return  to  New  Torii,  on  the  32d  Oc- 
tober, 1825,  It  was  therefore  limited  to  the  22d  Aupiisf, 
1825,  that  being  the  time  when  it  was  estimated  he  nii^t 
have  returned  to  the  United  States^  if^  after  abandonmg 
the  vt^age  to  floiith  America,  lie  Imd  nonglit  an  oppor- 


tuni^  of  coming  hom^  instead  of  proceedii^  to  Europe. 
It  was  within  the  discretion  of  the  department  to  have 
compensated  him  at  the  bearer  of  de^atcbes  from  Mr. 
King;  but  it  was  not  deemed  proper  to  make  him  any  al- 
lowance for  that  service." 

Were  these  explanations  satisfactory?  What  did  the 
committee  say  then?    lliese  are  their  words: 

"Amidst  the  numerous  apptuntments  of  messengers 
*made  by  the  present  administration,  ihey  will  select 
<  the  acco'unt  of  J.  H.  Pleasants,  editor  of  the  Richmond 
*Whig,  because  that  case,  in  their  estimation,  presents 

*  the  most  flagrant  example  of  abuse." 

* '  Either  his  despatches  were  or  ware  not  of  importance : 

*  if  ihey  a-ere  of  importanpe,  ^ke  a  soldier  on  post,  no 
'  eonstcicration  shoula  have  induced  him  to  have  deserted 

*  Uicm :  if  they  were  of  no  higher  importance  than  to  hare 
■rendered  it  safe  that  Uiey  should  be  confided  to  the  . 

*  captain  ofan  ordinary  merchant  vessel,  then  they  4iould 
■  have  gone  through  this  channel,  and  Mr.  Plessants  ought 
'not  to  have  been  appointed." 

Sir,  Daniel  P.  Cook  was  pursued  by  tlio  gentleman, 
because  he  was  dead;  John  H.  Pleasants  was  in  like  man- 
ner pursued,  because  he  was  alive. 

I'he  esse  of  Mr.  Brooks  is  another  on  thisrecord.  He 
was  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  treasury.  Grown  old  and 
becomii^  enfeebled,  his  fellow-clerks,  with  a  generosity 
of  purpose  peculiar  to  tliemselves,  performed  nis  duties 
in  the  hours  of  recess,  or  by  extra  labor,  and  permitted 
this  aged  and  destitute  man  to  receive  one-half  of  the 
salary.  This  instance  of  redoubled  dil:p;ence  and  chari- 
table provision  for  a  superannuated  fcllow-laborcr,  tn  thrse 
genei-ous  men,  is  set  down  in  the  gentleman's  diary  of 
abuses,  and  the  Execudve  is  censured,  because  this  aged 
man,  whh  his  fumily,  was  not  thrown  out  to  peridi  in  the 
streets. 

Tlie  case  of  Anthony  Morris  is  another.  He  is  a  clerk 
in  the  Kegister's ufflce.  Mr.  Morris  is  on  old  man,  is  one 
of  those  few  yi^tcrans  of  tlie  revolution  and  old  Congruss 
now  alive,  who  bylheir  employment  and  memory  connect 
the  present  with  the  p».st  Government.  He  is  a  literary 
man,  the  only  one,  says  Mr.  Michnel  Nourse,  in  the  office. 
What  of  that.^  In  consideration  of  his  adv.inced  age,  in- 
lirm  health,  and  that  of  his  daughter,  he  might  be  absent 
from  the  service  three  months  in  the  year— one  raontti 
more  than  the  ordinarj-  allowance  to  all  the  clerks. 

This  case,  sir,  is,  by  the  magnanimity  of  the  gentleman, 
marked  dow  n  among  this  ir,btauccs  of  gross  Executive  abuse. 
What  can  the  gentleman  reply  to  tliese  exploits  of  bis 
magnanimity  * 

I  leave  it  to  the  nation  to  compue  Rufos  King  with  John 
■Randolph;  and  the  mistion  of  one  to  England  with  tliat  of 
the  other  to  Russia.  Let  diem  also  compare  the  recess 
of  Mr.  Brmvii,  minister  to  France,  after  years  of  service, 
and  aftersending  home  his  resignation;  let  them,  I  say,  run 
the  parallel  bctwen  this  recess  of  Mr.  Brown  for  a  few 
days  to  the  South  of  France,  or  tlie  I^ake  of  Geneva,  and 
the  Hegira  of  John  Randolph,  after  a  ten  days'  visit  from 
SL  Petersburg  to  some  place,  no  one  can  telt  where,  in 
England.    The  people  will  do  justice  in  all  these  cases. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  thrown  his  ponde- 
rosity into  the  scale  of  psneg>-rlc,  thereby  to  render  the 
weight  of  eulogy  on  the  Russian  minister  overwhelming 
-—scrap  iron  increases  the  weight  nut  the  vnlue  of  gold. 
He  does  admit  some  sort  of  talent  in  speaking,  to  the  par- 
liamentary rivals  of  himself  in  eloquence— to  I.owndes, 
to  Clay,  and  to  Webster-  Cicero  took  his  fiimily  name 
from  a  bean  on  some  part  of  his  fiice;  and  doubtless  many 
a  coxcomb  has  believed  himself  to  be  an  orator,  because, 
hkc  Cicei-o,  he  h:id  a  wart  on  his  nose.  Somebody  Iiaa 
;iaid  that  "Man,  of  all  ihe  animal  cretttion  alone,  is  endow- 
ed with  vanity.'*  Who  ever  saw  the  cock  sparrow  mca- 
■luringliis  wing  inlliglit  witlithe  fiilcon?  1  believe  there 
are  gentlemen  in  this  House  who  roiiltl  i^ve  us  good  rca- 
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sons  why  the  eloquence  of  the  orator  of  Rfnnoke  it  » 
well  recollected  by  the  gentleman  fVom  New  York.  No 
worker  on  the  Roanoke  pUntRtion  has  better  reasoni  to 
remember  the  eloquence  of  the  ovCrMcr.  Much  ai  that 
eccentric  man  loved  his  joke  and  hii  sarcasm,  he  loved 
his  fame  more;  and  he  would  have  spared  the  la.sh  on  that 
occasion,  could  he  liavc  suspected  it  nu^t  brin^  him  into 
the  poor^condition  ofenduiiny  praise  at  the  hands  of  the 
gcntlenan  from  New  York.  8ach  rerenge  Ibr  nich  a 
cause  is  said  to  be  peculiar  to  that  gentleinan»  and  one 
species  of  one  other  race  among*  us. 

Has  the  gentleman  so  long  been  a  mere  adjective  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  that  he  thinks  it  sUnderoiis  to 
associate  the  name  of  that  jwlitician  with  any  other  acci- 
dent? Children,  in  these  scientific  times,  who  have  ad- 
vanced somewhat  into  the  mysteries  of  chenuatry,  do, 
after  beating  up  soap  and  water  together  in  a  basn, 
amuse  themselves  with  a  clean  pipe  in  blowing  up  bubbles, 
and  sending  them  off  from  the  bowl  inflated  and  glitter- 
ing, to  wl  away  a  moment,  and  then  burst^d vanish  iuto 
their  original  nothingness.  For  aught  [  know,  the  Secre- 
tary may  be  amusing  himself  by  the  same  innocent  experi- 
ment. Who  would  interrupt  the  sentimental  harmony  of 
political  friend^ip!  For  aU  wUch  he  is  distingwshed, 
the  character  of  tticSecretaiy  is  fixedf  it  cannot  be  derat- 
ed by  any  labors  of  the  protege — it  cannot  bc  lowered  by 
the  eiForts  of  others.  Gou  forbid  that  I  should  throw  astraw 
in  the  way  of  any  man's  advancement.  Tlieir  friends  are 
daily  carrying  and  laying  atthegatc  of  the  treasury  those 
who  liave  cveiy  thing  to-  recommend  them  except  the 
piety  and  good  worlts  of  the  b^gar  in  the  parable;  and 
who,  ail  aUke,  desire  to  be  fed  from  the  crumbs  which  bill 
from  the  tables  of  thoae  feasting  within.  *'Mope  deferred," 
we  fiiKl,  does  "not  makecvery  heartsick."  Gentlemen, 
doubtless,  have  assurances  that  each  political  Icarus  shall 
he  served  in  his  turn.  The  next  basket  of  broken  meat 
brought  out  may  be  sent  to  New  York,  and  amply  satisfy 
the  appetite,  sharpened  by  a  two  years'  want  ot  it. 
'  'i1ie  gcntlcmai)  accuses  me  of  a  departure  from  the 
question,  to  bring  into  the  debate  our  late  treaty  with  the 
Bublime  I'uite.  Sir,  every  thing  rendering  our  Biissian 
relations  important,  comes  into  any  question  concerning 
them.  l>o  not  our  new  relations  with  the  great  European 
rival  of  liiissia  demonstrate  more  strongly  our  need  of 
an  (.fficicnt  mission  at  ihc  court  of  St.  Petersburg?  The 
Secretary  has  told  us  in  the  message,  that  the  Black  Sea 
has  been  opened  to  us  by  our  treaty  with  the  Sublime 
Porte.  The  gentleman  does  know  fuJl  well  tliat  the 
swunia  of  our  brave  Russian  friends  not  only  hewed  their 
way  through  the  Balkan  down  to  the  plains  of  Adriano- 
plc,  but  tliat,  by  the  treaty  of  that  city,  they,  for  all  pur- 
pohcs  of  navigat'.on,  widened  tlie  Bosphorus  to  a  breadth 
equal  to  the  Utiles  pout,  and  thereby  united  the  Kusine 
with  the  Kgean,  Levant,  whole  Ueditcn-anean,  the  At- 
Inittic,  and  all  other  seas  and  oceans.-  What  may  our  Hus- 
uan  imperial  friend  say  to  us  for  receivinjf  from  the  Turk 
as  a  boon,  to  say  notliing  of  our  promise  in  return,  wliat 
liis  valor,  blood,  and  treasure  had  conquered  for  us  and 
all  rations?  Omitting,  tliereforc,  the  secret  article,  does 
not  the  upcninfT  the  Euxine,  either  by  the  Russian  power, 
or  by  tlic. Turkish  treaty,  migiilily  enhance  the  import- 
ancf  of  this  qiicfitlon,  and  callimperatively  on  the  Ezecu- 
t'vc  for  an  tlhcicnt  mission  at  the  court  of  St.  Petersbui^? 
If  the  gentleman  cannot  perceive  tliis»  he  is  less  a  ftates- 
man  tliun  lie  would  seem  to  be;  and  even  much  less  such, 
if  that  were  pos-ilblc,  than  others  have  esteemed  him. 

But  I  drew  my  facts  from  unprindpled  partisans,  and 
newspaper  rumor!  I  said  so  before;  I  drew  part  of  the 
truth  from  the  Sccrct.irj' — the  treaty:  tlie  other  part,  the 
accrtt  article,  from  tlie  newspaper. 

Sir,  it  Ina  been  the  labor  of  tlie  Secretaiy's  life  to  esta- 
blisli  newspaper^i,  entitled  to  no  credit;  and  to  disciedit 
all  nihcrR.    He  hns  foiindfd  a  school,  and  is  at  the  head 


of  it.  In  that  fohool  the  great  auom  is,  **  every  thing  is 
fair  in  politics;"  and,  to  him,  are  not  piJitics  every  thing? 
Let  hint  go  on  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  press,  liet 
him  extlnguiA  the  light  of  truth  wherever  he  can  extend 
tlie  finger  of  power.  Let  him  do  one  thing  more — aided 
bv  his  minions,  nomatterwliere>— let  him  posuade  the  peo- 
ple that  tlie  honest,  the  independent  papers  of  tbb  coun* 
try,  are  vehicles  of  falsebooa,.  and  mere  rumor;  let  them 
be,  asth^  Have  been  on  tliis  floor,  blended  as  false,  foul, 
and  dirtyi  and  let  the  member  who  quotes  from  tlidr 
pages  the  history  and  impreasof  the  times,  be  reproached 
as  a  blockhead,  a  blackguard,  a  slanderer;  and  what  more 
could  the  Sect:etary  of  State  desire,  which  he  would  not 
be  sure  to  obtain?  Sir,  such  a  consummation  would  have 
saved  to  Charles  the  throne  of  France;  and  to  the  patriots 
of  that  country,  their  rerokition. 

I  did  quote  for  the  aeeret  article,  io  tlie  TurUA  trea^, 
from  tlie  newspaper:  dares  the  gentleman  question  the 
truth  of  the.quotation'  Had  I  drawn  a  bow  with  a  more 
advised  aim,  could  the  pigeon  on  the  pole  have  fluttered 
more  manifestly?  The  gentleman  lias,  notwithstanding  all 
these  assertions,  accused  me  of  drawing  my  facts  fnun  a 
perjured  Senator.  Has  it  come  to  tiiis?  Was  it  found 
necessary  not  to  commit  our  first  treaty  witb  the  great 
disciple  of  Mahomet  to  the  christian  Senators  of  the  Uiuted 
States,  until  their  lips  were  sealed  by  the  solemnities  of 
an  oatli  ?  It  is  a  new  formula  in  the  executive  department 
of  the  Senate,  and  will  appear,  by  the  published  jouniii 
of  that  body,  to  have  had  no  place  in  their  nrsceeding 
until  the  present  session.  When  a  treaty  in  1795  was 
published  by  a  Senator  against  an  injunctiou  of  that  t>ody, 
who  accused  him  of  perjury?  The  gentleman  whose  mta- 
»on  is  now  under  consideration,  did,  on  tliis  floor,  pm- 
nounce  a,  studied  culogium  on  Stephens  Thompson  Maaoi^ 
the  Senator  who  published  that  ti-ealy.  Would  he  eulo- 
gizc  perjury?  Sir,  the  secret  article  was  published  before 
tlie  treaty  was.  announced  to  the  House,  or  sent  to  the 
Senate.  The  correspondence  on  the  West  India  question 
Was  published  in  the  same  manner.  Has  the  Secretary  of 
State  adopted  this  mctliod,  and  put  out  bis  feelers  to  take 
tlie  national  pulse? 

I  do  not  ask  what  warranted,  but  who  authorized,  or 
instructed,  or  encours^d  the  gentleman  to  connect  per- 
juiy  with  that  venerated  word  which  deugnates  the 
memhtrs  of  a  national  council,  the  most  dignifled  and 
honorable  on  earth? 

How  could  I  shun  insult,  when  such  men  are  reviled? 
I  do  Qot  ask  by  what  statesman,  of  gentlemai^  but  by 
what  apology  foraman^  la  wliat other  as!iembly<»  earn 
has  "  the  huary  head"  been  used  as  a  term  of  reproach? 
Has  the  gentleman  passed  so  far  beyond  the  vigor,  and 
bloom,  and  modesty,  of  juvenescence,  tliat  he  bas  Kwgot- 
tcn  the  amiable  instinct  of  our  nature,  which  warns  our 
youth  to  pay  in  advance  tliat  consideration  to  age  which 
it  msy  come  to  desire  for  itself?  Though  grey  hair*  have 
been  held  in  respect  by  barbarians  in  all  countries,  and  by 
even  the  mcnt  profligate  and  unmannered  in  all  ages,  yK% 
knowing  him,  (a(  ow  ad  phmat,)  I  am  not  disapptnnted 
in  the  language  or  demeanor  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York.  Men,  better  than  [  am,  liave  been  reviled  in  their 
age,  by  men  no  better  than  he  is.  AVashington  was  called 
a  "hoary  headed  incendiary,"  by  a  Vagabond  of  almost 
unparalleled  mendacity  and  impudence.  The  **  bald  head" 
is,  1  assure  the  gentleman,  no  j(Ae,  though  be  seems  to 
be  original  in  using  it  as  such.  This  inconvenience,  or, 
if  you  please,  imperfection,  has  been  sufiered  by  some 
very  great  men,  but  quite  rarely,,  if  ever,  lias  it  been  ex- 
perienced by  any  very  little  ones.  Cxsar  is  said  to  have 
been  more  grAtefu]  to  the  Roman  people  for  granting  him 
the  riglit  to  wear  tlie  laurel  crown,  than  for  any  other  of 
ihelr  gifts,  because  tlie  wearing  it  enabled  him  to  conceal 
the  exterior  baldness  of  his  Itead.  If  it  be  true,  as  Shales- 
pearc  telli  n%  it  is,  that  what  nature  has  scanted  men  in 
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wit,  she  hu  made  up  fo  tliem  in  bsir,then  the  gentleman, 
I  believe,  should  he  win  a  laurel  crown,  would  never,  like 
Cxsar,  have  occanon  to  weari^  for  any  lack  of  that  com- 
mod'itv.  Who  reviled  the  prvphct,  returning  tnm  the 
blazinr  translation  of  bis  moBter,  with  a  countenance  bright 
irtth  1h«  glories  of  opening  heaven,  and  wrapt  in  the 
mantle  of  Elijah — who,  rir,  reviled  tiie  prophet  for  bis 
**bald  bead^'  Profligmte  jroutig'  men,  boys,  children,  as 
tliey  are  called;  the  scum  and  sweeping  of  the  city,  and, 
as  we  find  by  the  historian,  fit  only  ror  food  for  those 
animals  which  are  fed  on  offal. 

The  gentleman  is  equally  out  in  his  ornithology,  as  in 
enrf  thfa^  else.  The  bird  of  Jov«i  not  the  Tulture,  is 
that  sotting  wonder,  by  men  called  Ac  bald  «aglet" 
and,  nr,  never  was  that'  " soaring  ea^e,  in  his  pride  of 
phbce,  Inwked  at,  and  brought  down  by  the  mousing-  owl." 

Sir,  my  remarks  have  been  excursive,  but  1  have  tra- 
velled over  no  ground  where  some  one  of  the  gentlemen 
bad  not  placed  himself  before  me.  If  these  gentlemen 
are  out  of  the  field,  and  I  do  not  Me  them  in  force  on  any 
point  of  the  argument,  1  will  return  to  tlie  queationa  made 
by  us  under  our  motion. 

[At  this  period  of  bik  apeech»  Mr.  BuaaKs  gave  way  to 
amotion  for  adjournment  On  tlie  Monday  following, 
when  the  subject  was  rciumed  by  the  House,  Mr.  B.  con- 
tinued as  follows^] 

I  ask  the  House  to  inquire,  whether  the  salary  to  be 
provided,  under  our  law,  by  Uiia  appropriation,  can  be 
due  for  an  illegal  andviMd  mission?  Ambassadors  and 
•ther  public  snnlsten,  though  they  may  be  appmntcd  by 
any  sovereign  community,  yet,  heit^  officers  sustained  and 
sent  abroad  by  the  laws  of  nations  only,  must  be  appoint- 
ed and  commisuoned  in  conformity  to  those  Uws.  The 
power  of  every  jialion  is  confined  to  its  own  territory; 
and,  therefore,  no  officer  of  one  nation  can,  as  such,  pass 
into  the  territory  of  any  other,  and  there  exercise  any 
official  fiincttom  whatever.  Nations  being  moral  persons, 
like  ind.viQuals,  have  established  certain  laws  for  their 
own  mutual  intercourse. '  Under  these  laws  tJte  oilices  of 
herulds,  legates,  ambaasadon,  envoys^  and  other  public 
ministers,  nave  been  created,  and  by  them  are  the  powers, 
rights,  and  immunities  of  all  such  officers  governed.  Our 
Executive  can,  therefore,  create  public  ministers{  but  it 
must  be  teen  that  the  foundation  of  their  power  to  do  so 
is  Imd  down  in  the  laws  of  nations.  (Vat.  book  iv,  ch.  5, 
«  56-7.) 

**  Every  lOTcreign  State,  then,  has  a  right  to  send  and 
receive  public  ministers;  they  are  the  necessary  instru- 
ments in  affairs  which  sovereigns  liave  among  themselves, 
and  to  that  correspondence  which  they  have  a  right  of 
carrying  on.  In  the  first  chapter  of  this  work  may  be  seen 
iriiat  we  mean  by  soverei^  and  independent  States  which 
constitute  the  great  society  of  nationg.  These  are  the 
powers  which  belong  to  the  right  of  etoboa^,  and  an  un- 
equal alliance  or  tveatj  of  protection  does  not  take  away 
this  right." 

Our  law  pro^idin^  salaries  for  public  ministers  and  con- 
suls, and  ttie  constitution,  by  vesting  the  power  of  ap- 
IK»nting  them  in  tlie  President  and  Senate,  lias  neither 
created  nor  recognised  any  new  power  in  tlie  United 
States,  not  incident  to  them  in  common  with  all  other  na< 
tiona;  nor  can  any  authwity  be  drawn  from  this  law,  or  the 
constitution  itself,  to  appoint  public  ministers  or  consuls, 
ttiusr  than  such  only  as  are  known,  acknowledged,  and 
established  by  the  great  code  of  laws  governing  the  inter- 
course of  all  civilized  nations.  Our  Executive  can,  there- 
fore, nettlier  give  powen  to  eonsuls  or  public  ministers, 
nor  send  them  abroadfor  purposes  unknown  to  those  laws. 

Should  the  Prendent  and  Senate  appoint,  and  sendinto 
foreign  countries,  consuls,  as  pt  ance  once  did,  with  adnu- 
nhy  powers  on  questions  of  capture  under  the  laws  of 
war,  would  these  be  ounaula  under  otiF  constitution,  tin- 
leas  tbey  were  such  under  the  l^wsaml  usagci  of  natioiuf 


In  like  manner,  if  the  Executive  create  missions,  and  ap- 
point ministers  to  go  into  the  territories  of  other  nations, 
there  tu  hear  and  decide  controversies  ■  arising  among 
American  citizens,  or  to  try  and  punisli  crimes  mutually 
committed  by  such  citizens  agwnst  each  other,  could  we 
be  called  upon,  under  our  law  or  constitution,  for  appro- 
priations  to  pay  theiro<utfitB  and  salaries^  Why  not?  Be- 
cause the  laws  of  nationshave  established  no  such  consulate, 
no  mich  mission,  no  such  minister,-  and  no  nation  can  create 
a  new  embassy,  or  one  unknown  to  the  laws  of  nationg. 

A  sovereignty  may  send  abroad  ambassadors,  envoys,  or 
resident  ministers.  It  may  also  send  envoys  extraordina- 
ry and  ministers  plentpotentUryi  a  grade*  of  diplomatio 
functionaries  comprehending  the  especial  officers  of  the 
envoy  and  the  resident  minister.  These  ministers,  how- 
ever, mast  be  sent  for  some  specific  purpose,  which  must 
be  in  its  nature  public  and  national,  and  they  must  be  ad- 
dressed, and  carry  credentials  of  their  appointment  and 
chai-ncter,  tosooK!  designated  soverei^i.  Sovereigns  can 
accredit  and  receive  rendent  ministers!  but  will  it  be  pre- 
tended that  tliey  can  accredit  and  receive  non-re»aent 
ministers,  such  As,  when  so  accredited  and  received  by 
the  Government  of  one  nation,  are  thereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  reside  as  ministers  to  that  nation  in  the  tcr^ 
ritoricB  of  any  other!  The  act  of  accrediting  and  receiv- 
ing public  ministers  is  one-of  the  highest  acts  of  sove- 
reignty. Under  the  confederation,  it  was  done  in  Congress 
assembled.  By  tho  constitution,  this  august  attribute  of 
so^-ereignty  is  conferred  on  the  Prendent.  In  :tll  the  Go- 
vemmenfa  of  the  dd  world,  this  act  of  sovereignty  is,  [  be- 
lieve, in  like  manner,  performed  by  the  Chief  Mainstrate 
uf  the  nation.  Although  the  whole  sovereignty  of  a  na- 
tion be,  in  accrediting  and  receiving  a  public  minister,  put 
in  requisition  by  the  potentate  who  performs  this  great 
State  ceremonial,  yet  the  legal  effects  of  this  act  of  sove- 
reignty must  be  limited  by  whatsoever  limits  all  the  acta 
of  each  and  erery  sovereignty.  The  legislative.  Judicial, 
and  executive  powers  of  every  nation  are  limited  by  the 
territory  of  Buch  nation;  and,  tlicrefore,  every  exercise  of 
wiy  of  those  powers  must,  in  their  operations,  be  confined 
to  the  territory  of  the  nation  exercising  them.  I'he  au- 
gust act  of  sovereignbr,  therefoiT,  by  which  a  public  min- 
ister is  accredited  and  received  by  the  Executive  poten- 
tate of  any  nation,  like  the  laws  and  judiciat  deci^ons  of 
that  nation,  can  have  no  efficiency,  no  legal  existence, 
otherwise  than  as  a  mere  matter  of  fact,  beyond  the  terri- 
torial limits  of  tliat  nation.  Whenever,  therefore,  any 
sovereignty  does  accredit  and  receive  a  resident  minister, 
such  minister  receives  thereby  no  powers  which  arc  not, 
like  the  powers  of  that  sovereignty  itself,  linutcd,  and  con- 
fined to  the  natioml  territory.  For  the  Executiv  e  power 
of  one  nation  to  accre^  and  rec^ve  a  minister  as  a  rest* 
dent  minister  at  its  own  court,  and  in  its  own  terrttoiy, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  antborize  and  empower  such 
minister,  thereby,  to  reside  at  any  other  coui-t,  or  in  any 
other  country,  would  be  nothing  short  of  direct  usurpa- 
tion in  the  Executive  doing  it:  for,  to  accredit ^nd  receive 
a  public  minister,  is  one  of  the  highest  exercises  of  sove- 
reignty, and,  therefore,  whenever  the  Executive  «f  one 
nation  does  accredit  and  receive  a  minister,  to  reside  in  the 
territory  of  anotiier  nation,  mabh  Executive  does  exercise 
one  the  highest  acts  of  sovereign^  over  that  nation- 
This  would  be  usurpation. 

Before  gentlemen  contend  Uiat  this  power  of  accre-- 
tliting  and  receiving  non-resident  ministers  belongs  to  sove- 
i-eigntieii,  they  must  show  some  warrant  for  it  from  the 
laws  of  nations.  Do  they  contend  that  tlic  right  of  em- 
bassy is  derived  frmn  the  law  of  nature,  and  not  from  the 
Ronvention  and  agreement  of  nations;  and  tlrat,  therefore, 
one  sovereign  might,  by  the  laws  of  nature,  receive  am- 
bassadors from  another,  and,  by  endorsing  their  creden- 
tials, authorize  them  to  pass  into  the  territories  of  any 
other  natkms?   It  is  admitted  that  heralds,  envoys,  and 
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KmbuawlorB  were  sent,  and  received*  and  respected,  be- 
tween armiea  and  artniea,  nations  and  nations,  by  virtue 
of  the  law  of  nature,  I  premunei  fur  this  was  certunlv  done 
both  in  Ana  and  Europe,  before  anv  such  code  as  the  law 
of  nations  existed  in  tlie  workl.  These  nunisters  derived 
their  powers,  and  protection,  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  and  were  compelled  to  go  nght  forwai-d  on  the  er- 
rand for  which  they  were  sent;  and,  when  that  was  tinish- 
cd,  to  return  in  the  most  direct  route.  These  principles, 
as  the  historian  of  Cortes  tells  us,  were  found  by  the  Span- 
iards to  exist  in  Henco.  For  the  envoys,  sent  by  him  to 
Montezuma,  were  protected  wlule  they  kept  directly  on 
tbur  journey^  and  in  tbe  hi^vay;  but,  if  they  lefl  that 
patti,  they  forfeited  all  protection.  Even  these  necessai^- 
measengers  of  war  or  peace,  of  congi-atulatioii  or  alli- 
ance, between  sovercig^nUes,  could  receive  no  powers, 
either  from  those  who  sent  them,  or  from  those  to  whom 
they  were  sent,  to  sojourn  for  any  pui^ose  in  any  otlier 
countryi  nor  wei-c  tliey  permilt^d  to  tarry,  either  in  the 

Slace  where  their  bunness  was  to  be  done,  after  that  was 
nished,  or  to  l<nter  on  th^  way  home.  Thu  power  of 
non-rcsidencc,  therefore,  was  wholly  unknown  to  the  in- 
tercourse of  nations,  derived  from  the  laws  of  nature. 

Resident  ministers  do  not  derive  ttieir  powers  from  the 
laws  of  nature.  For  surel}'  that  could  never  require  any 
community  to  permit  Vne  citizens  of  any  other  community 
to  come  and  reside  in  their. territory-,  unless  they  become 
subjected  to  their  laws  and  jurisdiction.  Accordingly, 
we  find  iucli  ministers  were  unknown  in  Europe  until  the 
nxtccntli  century.  Ward,  in  that  part  uf  his  liistory  and 
foundation  of  the  law  of  nations  which  relates  to  the  six- 
teenth and  seventeenth  centuries,  says: 

<'  Within  this  period,  amon^  the  States  of  Europe,  be- 
fTsn  that  renurluible  and  characteristic  custom,  of  enter- 
Uiiniiig  ordinary  or  resident  embassies  at  one  another's 
courts:  Ml  institution  peculiar  to  themselves,  and  pai-ticu- 
larly  evincive  of  tliose  many  distinctions  whjch  there  are 
between  their  law  of  nations,  and  that  of  other  sets  of  peo- 
ple." 

"  Ambassadors  in  ordinary  have  been  attributed  by 
somo  to  Ferdinand  tiie  Catholic,  whose  poUcy  led  him  to 
entertain  thein  at  various  courte,  as  a  kind  of  honorable 
spies:  by  others,  witli  no  small  probability,  to  an  imitaticm 
of  the  Vope,  who  had  long  been  in  tiie  habit  of  sending 
nundos  to  reside  at  various  courts  in  the  service  of  reli- 
gion. But,  whatever  was  tlidr  origin,  the  jurists  seem 
to  a^rec  tliat  they  are  hot  of  natural  rig^lit^  an^  however 
universal  they  may  since  have  grown,  doubts,  about  the 
period  before  U9,  were  apparently  entertained  of  thtir 
titiiily.  Henry  IV  of  France,  wtule  King  of  Navarre,  en- 
tertained none  at  other  courts;  and  Henry  VJI,  '  tliat  wise 
and  politk[uc  King,'  saya  I^ord  Coke,  '  would  not  in  all  his 
time  sufi'er  Luger,  [rewdence  of]  ambassadors  of  any  fo- 
ifign  king,  or  pPlnce,  within  hia  reabn,  nor  he  witli  thcmt 
but  upon  occasion  used  ambassadors.'  So  late  as  1660,  u 
member  of  the  Polish  Diet  asserted  that  the  ambassador 
of  France  had  no  cause  of  rendence  there,  and  that,  as  he 
(lid  not  return  liome,  acconling  to  the  custom  of  ambassa- 
dors, he  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  spy.  Two  years  af- 
terwards, the  deputies  proposed  very  warmly  to  send 
home  all  amliassadors  whatsoever,  and  to  make  a  Inw  re- 
guUting  the  time  of  their  stay^  and  even  tlie  Dutch,  who, 
one  would  imagine,  had  greater  reason  than  the  Polish 
nnble^  ibr  encouraging  an  intercourse  with  foreigners, 
debated,  in  1651,  how  fur  this  sort  of  embassy  was  of  any 
advantage  to  them.  The  greater  part  of  nations,  hotv- 
ever,  have  now  admitted  their  necessity;  and  though,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  period  before  us,  men  had  affixed 
no  precise  ideas  to  what  was  conndered  as  a  novelty,  and 
even  now  the  admission  of  these  embasnes  cannot  he  de- 
manded as  a  matter  of  law,  yet  tlie  custom  is  so  general, 
and  tlicy  are  considered  as  w  much  of  course,  tliat  the 
friendsl]!p  of  Htatt:<»  can  liardly  bv  muiitiuiied  witiiout 


them.    Not  to  send  them,  therefore,  has  been  sometimet 
regarded  as  an  affront." 

The  right  to  send)  and  the.  power  to  accredit  and  receive 
resident  nunisters  at  any  court,  bring  matter  (tf  convention 
and  agreement  among  nations,  it  vUl  be  fbond  that  all  tile 
causes  which  have  con8|»red  to  produce  that  agreement, 
do  unite  m  excluding  the  very  idea  of  accrediting  and  re- 
ceiving non-rewdent  ministers.  Nay,  sir,  so  unwiUing 
have  nations  been  to  enter  into  any  agreement  that  <Hie 
sovereignty  shall  have  power  to  accredit  and  receive  mi- 
nisters to  reside  in  the  terntory  of  any  other,  that  they  have 
not  yet  agreed  to  protect  ambassadors,  while  pasung 
through  their  territories,  in  g<»ng  to,  or  retunung  from^ 
the  place  of  their  mianon.  "Wui,  and  the  authorities  _ 
quoted  by  him,  notwithstanding  Vattel  u  of  a  difierent  ' 
opinion,  do  establish  this  doctrine. 

* '  I  cannot  quit  this  interesting  and  remarkable  subject^ 
without  observing  that  the  privilegesin  question  hare  been 
carried  by  some  to  an  extent  even  greater  tlum  that  wluch 
we  have  been  exandning.  In  the  ttcatiae  oS  Vattel,  we 
find  the  following  poaitioiw:  that,  although  the  aoverngn 
to  whom  an  ambasMdor  ia  addressed,  it  particularl/  called 
upon  to  protect  him  In  his  privileges,  yet  that  the  same 
duty  extends  to  other  sovereigns  to  whom'  he  is  not  ad- 
dressed, but  throuel^  whose  country  he  is  obliged  to  pasa 
for  the  pun}oses  of  his  miswon.  To  insult  him,  says  Yat- 
tel,  is  to  anront  tus  master  and  lua  whole  natioat  to  amM 
him,  or  to  offer  videnca  to  his  person*  is  (o  vound  tba 
riglds  of  embasues  which  belong  to  every  sovereign- 

■*  This  doctrine  atiscs  out  of  some  considerattona  upon 
tlie  case  of  Kincon  and  Fregoze,  ambasaulors  of  Francis 
I  of  France,  the  one  to  tlie  Porte,  the  other  to  Venice. 
These  ministers,  pasnng  dowathe  Po  in  their  passage,  and 
being  suspected  of  bearing  deroatches  prejudicial  to  the 
interesU  of  tiie  Emperw  Chaiies  V,  were  set  upon  and 
murdered,  jqiparently  by  the  orders  of  the  Gorenor  of 
Uilan.  But  tbe  Emperw,  although  at  that  time  at  peace 
with  Pmncis,  appears  not  to  have l>eeQ  inclined  to  punish 
the  autiiors  of  the  murder.  Upon  this  transaction  Vattel 
observes,  tliat  it  was  an  atrocious  attempt  agunst  the  law 
of  nations}  that  Francis  lud  not  only  a  very  just  cause  for 
war  against  the  Emperor,  but  also  to  demand  the  asnst- 
tance  of  all  other  nations  in  ha  support.  Tor  it  was  an 
ati'air,  fiut  of  two  individuals,  who  each  of  them  aupiMscd 
they  had  right  on  their  wde,  but  of  all  States  whatsoever, 
who  were  interested  in  maintaining^the  rights  of  embassy. 

< « It,  perhaps,  does  not  fall  exacUy  within  the  scope  of 
tWi^  treatise,  to  examine  whether  this  opinion  is  really  law, 
as  it  is  received  at  pi-esent.  But  we  may  venture  to  ob- 
serve that,  in  this  position,  Vattel  stands  sole;  at  least,  all 
tiie  authors  on  the  Uw  of  nations,  Hrho  have  preceded  him, 
after  discusnng  the  ptnnt  at  length,  have  come  to  a  con- 
clusion directly  the  reverse  of  his;  and  that  which  they 
have  concluded  is  supp<Hrted  by  a  great  variety  of  cases^ 
both  of  an  ancient  and  a  recent  date.  Thus  Albericu* 
Gentihs,  upon  this  very  case  of  Rincon  and  Fregoze,  ob- 
serves merely,  'I'robrtumn  id  Carolo fmuet.'  Sed  aMa  fue*- 
tio  cat,  adds  Bynkershoek,  jure  l^uUuntSt  alia  de  jurt 
honentailM.  Grotius,  who  followed  (jentiUs,  after  liavingf 
given  his  opimons  at  length  upon  the  inviolability  of  anh 
bassadors,  says  expressly  that  it  is  only  to  be  unideritood 
to  be  binding  on  those  sovereigns  to  whom  they  are  sent, 
'  Nonpaiiwt  ergo  hieckxad  cot  per  qtiorum  fina,  non  at- 
ceplavenia,  transtunt  legaii.'  It  is  true,  tiie  non  aeeepfa 
veaia  may  be  made  by  some  to  amount  to  an  inviolabdi^, 
provided  they  have  passports.  But  it  may  be  fairly  ques- 
tioned whether  tbe  possession  of  a  passport  itself  can  con- 
fer any  thing  more  than  the  common  protection  to  which 
common  slieni  liave  a  r^t.  Bynkershoek,  aLleaCt,  witii- 
out  taking  notice  of  passports  at  all,  understands  Grotun 
to  meM),  generally,  that  tlie  pririlege  in  questton  shall  not 
have  pUcc  ui  countries  to  which  lunbassadora  are  not  ad- 
dressed.  Of  tluso|union,  also^  wercZouidi,  Wicqueftot, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


593 


OP  DEBATES  IN  CONGRE38 


594 


f  BB.  3,  1S31.] 


SSnuUr  to  Buma. 


^H.  Of  It 


who  ha*  been  dtemed  the  vetjr  chMnplon  of  the  righu  of 
ambaaaadors,  and  who  decidea  that  the  oaae  of  Rineon  and 
Fresoze,  thou^  an  ntrocious  murder,  waa  not  a  violatioh 
of  the  lav  of  nationa  as  to  enbassieet  Hubw,  and,  laatiy, 
Bynkershoek,  who  had  particubtf  occaaton  to  examine  me 

Eoint  but  a  short  time  before  Vattel,  Tbe  aubject  came 
efore  latter  in  cimsiderinp  tbe  meaning  of  Ihe  pas- 
sage which  formed  {wt  of  a  dedaratKMi  of  the  States  Ge- 
neral in  ftTor  of  the  mnolabilitf  of  nmhawaihiirn  and  tiie 
difficulty  was  to  taww  whether  the  word  *j»aifwwto'  was 
applicable  to  arobaaaadors  to  other  Powerskpaaiiigthrourii 
Holland,  or  confined  aimpljr  to  tikose  addreaaed  to  the 
States,  coming,  rending,  uid  puun^  away,  or  retiring. 
To  solve  this  clifHcuity,  be  inquired  into  the  opinions  of 
the  jurists  concerning  the  point  in  diseaasioQn  uid  deter- 
mined that  It  npplied  solely  to  ambassadors  who  were  ad- 
dressed to  the  atatos.'* 

"Selim  U,iiithieaizteenthceKtury,h«i9akpeacewith, 
Venioe,  but  meditating  war,  aent  a  mburtertoue  King  of 
France  to  know  his  sentiments  of  it  He  endeavered  to  pass 
through  Venice,  but  was  arrested,  and  the  French  ambas- 
sador there,  and  the  King  bimaelf,  chimed  his  liberty  as 
addressed  to  them.  But  they  were  forced  to  yield  to  tilie 
arguments  of  tlie  repubHc,  <  that  a  sorereini  Power  need 
not  recognise  a  public  iiHiuster  as  such,  umeii  it  is  to  him 
that  his  credentials  are  addressed.' " 

'*In  1573,  Blizabelh,  of  England,  having  reason  to  be 
jealous  of  the  macMnations  of  the  French  in  Scothnd,  ar- 
rested alt  Frenchmen  passing  through  the  Kingdom  to  that 
country  without  passport.  Among  these  was  Du  Croe, 
the  1-^ench  ambassador  to  Scotland,  and  hia  court  com- 
plained loodly  of  this  as  a  vi^ation  of  ttk'c  law  of  na- 
tions. But  Walnngham,  Uie  Secretary,  pleaded,  that  it 
wa3  Du  Croe's  own  lauU  for  not  taking  a  pauport,  he  might 
justly  be  detained,  and  with  thb  ptea  the  French  were 
content,  notwithstan^ng  tus  quality  of  ambassador." 

Sir,  wliat  is  the  missi<m  invented  in  this  case  by  Hr.  Se- 
cretary Van  Buren ;  and  what  the  (Uplomatic  character  of: 
the  minister  now  under  consideration  f  This  gentleman 
was,  by  onler  of  the  Bxecutive,  carried  out  from  Norfolk 
to  Russia  in  a  national  diip,  with  erery  circunutance  of 
hi^  respect,  and  at  a  coat  of  not  less  tnan  fortv  thousand 
dollars  for  his  paasi^.  He  anvred  at  St  p'etersbuiYf 
was  presented  to  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Russia;  exhibited  his  credentials;  was  accredited  as  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  that  courts  retired  and  took  hisdeparttire  from  the 
Russian  territories,  ail  in  the  short  space  of  ten  days.  It 
is  contended  by  gentlemen  who  support  this  appropria- 
tion,  that  he  is  our  nuniiter.  If  so,  he  must  be  our  minis- 
ter noa-resident  at  the  court  of  St.  Peter^t^:  it  is 
too  raucli  to  say  that  stepping  ten  dm  at  that  city  would 
make  him,  in  legal  acceptation,  rement  there,  but  that 
rix  monthV  residence  in  England  will  not  render  him  le- 
prally  a  non-remdent  at  St.  Peter^ui^.  If,  then,  he  can 
be  our  minister  at  all,  he  most  be  our  non-reatdent  minis- 
ter. He  has  been  sent  to  St.  Petersburg^i  to  be  accredited 
tltereby  hisjmperial  Majesty;  and,  by  force  of  being  thus 
accredited,  we  are  pavely  told  by  the  Secretary '  of  State 
that  he  has  acquired  tiie  tighta  and  powers  of  a  nunister 
of  the  United  states,  vrhererer  he  may  jcboose  to  reside. 
Sir,  win  nationa  admit  this  kind  of  non-resident,  this  mi- 
gratory mission,  this  diplomatic  gossipping*  This  doc- 
trine of  "non-locality,"  so  essential,  m  tbe  Secretary's 
constitutional  creed,  to  the  existence  of  a  national  road,  he 
will  find  doea  not  belong  to  the  character  of  a  reudent 
public  minister,  and  reaU^  has  no  place  among  nation^ 
out  of  the  cabinet,  so  adroitly  oondueted  1^  himself. 

If  gentlemen  still  contend  that  Mr.  Randuph  is  our  en- 
voy extraordinary  and  mhaster  plenipotentiary  non-resi- 
dent at  the  court  of  St.  Petenburg,  they  must  -contend 
that,  wheresoever  lie  does  revde,  he  is  still  vested  with 
the  liigh  diplomatic  qualities  and  attributea  which;  by  the' 
Vol.  Vli.— 38 


laws  of  natimis,  belong  to  aich  a  public  mioiater.  What 
are  tbesa^  They  are.compreheiided  in  two  very  expres- 
uve  words — personid  inviolability.  Kot  mdy  arc  his  per* 
son  and  effects  exempted  from  all  diligence,  but 
whoever  shall  treat  him  with  insult  or  oisreipect  ia  liable 
to  be  punished.  A  public  minister  cannot  be  sued  for  a 
contract  or  a  trespass;  he  cannot  be  prflsecated  for  a  fe- 
lony. If  he  commit  homicide,  with  evciy  circumstance 
of  malice  or  conspire  inth  traitors  to  overtlirow  the  Go- 
venunent  to  which  he  is  sent^  he  can  neither  be  punished 
nor  prosecuted,  nor  even  questioned  concerning  these 
crimes.  .  Vattel  asserts: 

"  The  necessity  andright  of  embasues  being  established,' 
(see  chap,  v,  of  thta  book,)  Uie  perfect  sccurit)',  tlic  in- 
violability of  ambassadors  and  other  ministers,  in  a  certain 
consequence  of  it:  tw,  if  their  person  be  not  defended 
from  vipttne*  of  evety  kind,  the  right  of  embasuea  b&. 
cornea  prefaaiioas,  and  succeas  very  uncertain.  A  r^ht 
to  the  end  is  a  ri|^t  to  the  neeesaary  means.  Embassies, 
then,  being  of  such  great  importance  in  the  universal  so. 
ciety  of  nations,  and  so  necessary  to  their  common  well- 
being,  tbe  person  of  ministers  (barged  with  this  embassy 
is  to  be  sacred  and  invielabte  among  all  nations,  (see  book 
II,  ^218.)  Whoever  ofBers  any  violence  to  an  ambassador, 
or  any  other  pid>lic  miiuster,  not  only  injures  the  sovereign 
whom  this  minister  r^reseot^  but  he  also  hurts  the  com- 
mon wtSt^  and  wcl&eing  of  national  he  bcoonics  guilty  ' 
of  an  atrodoua  crime  towards  the  whole  world." 

This  doctrine  is  further  confirmed: 

"In  fine,  if  an  ambassador  could  be  indictedfor  common 
trespasses,  be  criminally  prosecuted,  taken  into  custody, 
punohedi  if  he  might  be  sued  in  civil  cases,  the  conse- 
quence will  often  be  that  he  will  want  the  power,  leisure, 
or  freedom  of  nUnd,  which  his  master'a  afiairs  require. 
How  will  the  dignity  of  the  representation  be  supported 
in  such  a  subjection.'  From  all  these  reasons,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  conceive  that  the  prince,  tn  sending  an  ambasaar 
dor,  or  any  other  minister,  intends  to  submit  him  to  the 
authority  ofaforeign'Fower.  Thialsa  fresh  reason,  wliich 
fixes  the  independency  of  a  public  minister.  If  it  cannot 
be  reasonably  presumed  titat  his  master  means  to  submit 
him  to  the  autnority  of  a  sovereign  to  whom  he  is  seo^ 
this  sovertign,  in  receiving  the  mUuster,  consents  to  ad- 
mit him  on  the  footing  of  independency.  And  thus  there 
BubMSts  between  the  two  princes  a  passive  conreDtioI^ 
giving  a  new  force  to  the  natural  obligation." 

In  1567,  Leshe,  Bishop  of  Koss,  came  to  the  court  of 
Elizabeth,  as  ambassador  of  Mary,  Q.ueen  of  Scots,  who 
was  then  detained  a  prisoner  by  her  royal  counn.  This 
man,  in  taking  care  of  the  concerns  of  Maty,  conspired 
with  certain  Engli^  noblemen  to  depose  Ehzabetli,  and 
place  Mary  oo  the  tiuone  of  England.  The  plot  was  di«- 
eoveredi  tbe  Duke  of  Noifolk  and  others  were  executed 
for  treason;  but  though  Elixabcth  dared  afterwards  to 
steep  her  haods  in  the  blood  of  hc]^^oyal  captive,  and 
thereby  to  vif»late  all  other  laws,  human  and  luvine,  !ihe 
dared  not  violate  the  laws  of  nations,  by  punishing  the 
ambassador  of  the  unfortunate  Queen  of  Scotland.  In 
1584^  MendoiB,  the  Spanish  ambassador  in  Ei^land,  con- 
spired to  detiirone  tlie  Queen,  by  introducing;  foreign 
troops  into  tlie  eountryj  This  conspiracy  being  disco- 
vered, the  coittt  of  El»abeth  took  the  opinions,  as  Ward 
tells  us,  of  the  celebrated  Albericus  Qentilis,  then  in  Eng- 
land, and  of  Hottoman,  in  France,  anotlier  ^cat  civilian, 
concerning  the  manner  of  proceeding  agamst  Mendoza. 
"  They  both  asserted  that  aji  ambassador,  though,a  con- 
spirator, could  not  be  put  to  death,  but  must  be  remanded 
to  his  prin^ial  for  punishment.  In  eonsequencc  of  this, 
Mendna  was  dmpqr  wdered  to  depart  the  re^m,  and  a 
comnnasionseot  to  Spain  topreferacompluntagainsthlm." 

Three  years  afterwards,  L'Aubaspine,  tlie  French  am- 
bassador, in  bis  devotion  \fi  Mary,  con^>ired  not  only  to 
dethroDfl^  but  tt)  aasaaiiiiate  Elisabeth.   He  actually  hired 
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ft  ruffian  from  Nevgate  to  perform  this  deed  of  atrocity. 
Some  Uinmement  ceneeming  tiie  meana  to  be  uaed  in- 
duced delay  in  the  execution,  and  led  to,  a  diteorery. 
IVhen  the  ambassador  was  called  upon  for  examination, 
he  replied,  "  t  will  hear  no  accusalion  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  privilegea  of  ambauodors;*'  and  though  hoed  Burleigh 
reproached  him  for  his  turpitade,  yet  the  English  court 
ncTcr  thoHght  of  trying  him  for  treaaon. — ^Waw,  314-15. 

Sir,  auch  are  the  high  and  distinguiihing  attributea  and 
characteri«tic9  of  "  ambassadors  and  other  public  niinia- 
ten,"  under  the  lawa  of  nations.  These  imnHuuties  and 
pTivUegM  belong  to  1^.  Randolph,  if  he  be  the  enroy 
extraordinary  anl  mhuster  pleninotentiaty  of  the  United 
States  rewdent  at  the  court  of  Bis  Imperial  Majesty  the 
Yjapacof  of  Russia,  or  m  any  part  of  hts  territory.  We 
know,  however,  that  he  is  non-rendent  there;  and  are 
ve  preimed  to  say  Uiat,  if  he  acquired  these  immunities 
by  his  Tiatto  that  court,  and  hia  being  accre^ted  there, 
he  now  carries  them  win  him  wherever  he  may  make  it 
his  pleasure  to  sojourn'  If  he  be  a  public  mioiatw,  he 
has  these  immunities;  if  he  be  without  them,  then  is  he  no 
public  minister.  What  lawyer  in.  this  House,  or  nation, 
or  indeed  in  the  civilized  world,  would  pledge  his  charac- 
ter u|ion  the  allegation  that  John  Randolph  might,  like 
fte  Bishop  of  Rosa,  Mendoxa,  and  L.'Aubaspine,  ^oin  a 
conniiracy  to  dethrone  and  assaannate  the  sovereign  of 
'  £ngiandt  and,  like  ttem,  when  queationed  for  the  trea- 
son, allege  Us  immunittea  as  public  minister,  and  refiue 
to  **  hear  any  accusation  to  tiie  preju^ee  of  the  ptivilegeB 
of  ambassamrs?"  Sir,  the  ahsurmty  is  too  enormous  to 
be  entertuned  by  any  man  of  sane  mind  and  ordinary  un- 
derstanding, then,  he  have  not  these  immunities,  he 
is  not  a  ptlblic  minister  of  the  United  Stalest  ^d  it  is  a 
mockery  of  the  nation  to  call  on  their  Representatives  to 
appropriate  money  for  .the  payment  of  Irit  salary. 

we  are  not  to  suppose  viat  a  public  miniiter,  because 
he  is  eikempted  from  legal  process  in  tiie  country  to  which 
be  u  sent,  is  therefore  not  Amenable  to  any  laws  whaterer 
for  any  jttrt  of  his  conduct.  He  is  not  witiiin  the  legal 
jurisdiction  ofthe  country  where  he  is  accredited,  although 
at  the  capital  and  court  of  the  sovereign,  and  protected 
bis  whole  civ}l  and  military  power:  but  he  carries  with 
him  the  jntis^tim  of  his  own  coantiyt  and  it  is  because 
he  is,  br  fbrce  of  the  laws  of  nation^  wiftin  the  jurisiUc- 
tion  of  his  own  country,  that  he  cannot  be  witliin  that  of 
the  country  where  he  is  accredited  and  received  as  a  pub- 
lic minister.  Those  who  travel  the  ocean  in  your  fleets 
of  ships-and  vessels,  either  the' mercantile  or  naval,  though 
their  "home  seems  to  b«  on  the  deep,"  yet,  by  force  of 
law,  are  they  witiiin  the  body  of  the  country  and  district 
of  our  countnr  from  which  they  departed  on  the  voyg^, 
orto  which  Ihey  may  return  when  mt  is  ftnshed.  Their 
contracts,  or  trespaasci,  or  erimei^  thoogh  done  on  the 
deep  tea,  in  the  most  ^stant  ocean,  yet  are  within  tlic 
legal  jurMiction  of  their  country.  In  like  manner,  your 
public  ministers,  to  whatever  court  yon  send  tiiem,  and 
wherever  they  are  accredited,  curry  with  tliem,  and  are 
there  sumMinded  by,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 
The  Ugliest  officer  of  Jiutiee  in  the  country  where  they 
are  recrived,  when  he  steps  over  the  threshold  their 
house,  becomes,  as  in  the  District  of  Cdumbia,  an  ordinaiy 
citizent  and  the  imperiai  State  warrant  in  his  pocket  is 
whitened  into  blank  paper,  and  can  no  more  be  executed 
by  him  there  on  a  public  minister,  than,  if  be  stood  on  this 
floor,  with  the  same  warrant  in  his  hand,  he  could,  by 
virtue  of  it,  arrest  me  or  you,  Mr.  Speaker. 

I  have  not  spoken  without  mitfaovities  on  this  subject. 
Ward  tdls  us,  page  397i 

**  An  ambsassdor  ndther  knows  nor  aiibndts  to  tiie  laws 
of  fliecouMry  towhichheissrntt  he  goes  not  on  his  own 
account,  on  private  business,  or  private  pleasure,  but  as 
the  representative  of  anothert  as  the  presentation  of  tiie 
dignity,  privilegei^  power,  and  righti  vbieh  others  vmU 


enjoy  bad  they  continued  within  their  own  precincts.  And 
thus,  by  consent,  and  ■'sense  of  mutual  advantage,  he  is 
allowed  to  represent  and  persemfy,  if  1  nnMr  so  call  it,  all 
these  high  privileges^  in  the  Ten  boson  «  another  com- 
munis, for  the  sake  of  trHuaietiiig  better  the  whole  buu- 
nesa  of  the  world." 
Vattel  sa^a,  pi^  548: 

"But  it  IS  not  on  account  ofthe  aacredness  of  their  per- 
sons that  ambassadors  cannot  be  sued;  it  is  because  they 
do  not  depend  on  tiie  jurisdiction  of  the  country  whither 
they  are  eenti  and  the  scdid  reasons  for  tfab  independency 
may  be  seen  above.  (93.)  Let  us  here  add  that  itis  en- 
tir^y  proper,  and  even  necesssry,  that  an  ambassador 
should  not  be  liable  to  any  juridicd  prosecution,  even  for 
a  civil  cause,  that  he  may  not  be  ^itiirbed  in  Uie  exercise 
of  bis  functions.'.' 

He  further  tells  us,  page  554: 

"  The  independency  of  the  ambassador  would  be  very 
imperfect,  and  his  security  weakly  founded,  did  not  tlus 
house  in  which  he  livei  eiyysa  entire  eiwnpiion,  so  as 
to  be  inaocesnble  to  the  oraiMiy  offioers  of  justice.  The 
ambassador  nught  be  (fisturbed  un^er  a  thousand  pre- 
tences; his  secrets  might  be  discovered,  by  searching  his 
papers;  and  his  pnvon  exposed  to  insults.  Thus,  all  the 
reasons  which  establish  his  independence  and  tnnolability 
concur  likewise  to  secure  the  freedom  of  his  house.*' 

This  independence  and  exemption  from  fcffeign  juris- 
diction belongs  to  the  public  functionary,  not  to  uie  man; 
is  given  for  the  public,  and  not  tar  his  own  benefitj  ancl, 
therefore,  cannot  be  laid  aside,  even  so  £u-  as  to  become 
a  party  in  a  suit,  while  he  oontimus  to  be  a  ninister,  with- 
out the  consent  of  his  msster.  To  this  efieot,  Vsttel  sa]% 
page  549: 

**  But  if  the  ambassador  will  partly  recede  from  bis  in- 
dependency, and  subject  himsell  in  civil  affiurs  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  eount^,  he  onqaestiooaUy  may,  provided- 
it  be  done  with  bis  master's  eoDSOiti  but,  without  audi  a> 
consent,  the  ambassador  has  no  ru^t  to  waive  privileges 
in  which  the  dignify  and  serviee  oi  bis  sovereign  are  con- 
cerned— which  are  founded  on  the  maMer's  rights,  and 
made  for  his  advantage,  and  not  for  that  of  the  miiuster. " 

Has  Mr.  Randolplt  carried  Uie  Jurisdiction  of  the  Uiuted 
States  mth  him  into  Bnglaudf  and  does  that  jurisdiction 
now  surround  him,  as  it  does  eadi  one  of  us.  Mid  exclude 
from  his  person,  bis  effects,  and  his  bouse,  all  English 
jurisdiction  >  The  case  of  the  BusMsa  ambassador  in  Eng- 
land is  in  point  It  happened  in  the  time  of  Queen  Anne, 
IT'O?.  The  Russan  ambassador  at  her  court  was  arrested 
in  the  street  for  debt,  taken  out  of  his  coach,  and  earned 
by  the  tipstaff  to  a  common  spungiarJiouae,  and  detained 
there  until  he  was  bailed  by  the  Eari  of  Feveraham.  By 
tiie  UwsofEiu^am^  these  poceedingBsgiunst  the  ambas- 
sador were  void,  bat  no  adequate  punishinent  bad  been 
by  law  provided  for  such  offenders.  Ward  tells  us  on  this 
subject,  pages  399,  300,  301,  that  on  this  occauon  the 
statute  7  Anne,  c.  12,  was  enacted;  tiikt 

' '  The  preamble,  however,  having  mereJy  observed  that 
the  Muscovite  andiassador  had  been  taken  out  of  his  coach 
by  violenc^  in  contempt  of  the  protection  gnnted  by  Her. 
Majesty,  iirithout  taking  notice  of  the  breach  of  the  law  of 
natton^  *  which  is  saperior  and  antecedent  to  all  munidp 
pal  lavi,'  the  fbreign  ininiBters.in  London  metagnin  toge- 
ther, and  procured  the  addition  of  these  words:  *Conttsr]r 
to  the  law  of  nations,  and  in  prejudice  of  tlte  rights  and 
privileges  which  smbaasadors,  and  other  public  ministera 
authorised  and  received  as  such,  have  at  all  times  been 
thereby  possessed  of,  and  whidi  ou^t  to  be  kept  sacred 
and  invioUble.'  With  this  act  of  Pariianwnt,  elcgsi^ 
engrossed,  and  an  apo]<mr  ftn*  not  bong  able  to  pun^ 
the  persons  of  those  who  nad  aflronted  his  minister,  the 
Czar,  who  had  first  insisted  «poo  thdf  deiiths,  was  sS 
length  induced  to  becontcntt  and  thus  ended  this  delicate 
sfrMr^" 
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Should  Mr.  Bandolpb,  like  the  Bussan  minister  at  the 
court  of  dueen  Axaet  be  arrested  for  debt,  and  carried 
to  a  spiin^ng-hodK  for  lack  of  bail,  could  he  cImhi  pro- 
tection as  an  emrvf  eztrmordiiiary  ahd  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States?  9ir,  that  statute  -vaa  pro- 
^ded  fat  fiiose  "udiuiten  who  were  auOoiized  and 
reorivsd  as  mchr"  not  in  other  couiiliieai  but  in  £nKlaiid. 
iliit  gentleman  can  take  no  jiroteetion  under  it.  He  bas 
aban£)ned  the  jutif^crtkni  of  the  United  States  for  that  of 
Enrlsndt  the  high  immunities  and  labors  of  a  public  miius- 
ter  for  the  comrorts  and  retirement  of  a  private  gentleman , 
In  S(Hna  fann4wmse  or  inconsider^le  inn  tn  the  county  of 
Suffdlc  Hie  Ameitean  arms  and  emign  he  hfta  either 
never  placed  over  the  door,  or  he  has  ordered  tiinn  to  be 
pulled  diiwn  and  thrown  into  the  garret.  Who  can  point 
out  the  place  to  the  American  citizen  where  the  American 
envof  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  non- 
rendent  at  RuMia  mar  now  be  finind?  Will  gentlemen 
fiirtfaer  contend  that,  by  some  new  6ction  of  diplomatic 
law,  he  is  still  our  miiuster,  and  that  we  are  bound,  in 
behalf  of  the  nation,  to  make  tlus  appropriatioo  for  his 
salary? 

There  is  another  view  tlut  part  of  the  qncstion,  which 
truth  and  justice  do  not  pennit  me  to  pass  by  in  silence. 
Let  tfie  admitsaon  be  made,  fof  tiie  purpose  of  the  argu- 
ment, that  such  a  minister  may,  by  tne  lawa  of  nations,  be 
accredited  and  received  by  a  foreign  Power.  If  so,  be 
must  have  been  nominated  and  appointed  as  a  miniated  of 
that  character.  Any  aover^pi  State  may  send  abroad, ' 
and  have  recaved,  several  dinerent  kinds  of  public  minis- 
ters, like  first  in  rank  the  ambasndor.  He  is  not  only 
a  mandatoiTf  aa  all  others  are,  but  he  ia-  also  the  repre- 
sentative or  the  soivreignty  wlilch  sends  faimj  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  sovereign  receiving,  he  stands,  as  one 
king  does  in  tiie  presence  of  another,  witliOut  uncovering 
hla  head.  The  envoy  is  another  gmle  of  ministei-,  and  is 
charged  -with  the  doii^  of  some  particular  act,  which, 
when  he  faas  fiiuahedt  he  refamw  home.  Rendent  minis- 
ten  are  in  rank  bejow  MiToysr  and  «M  charged  with  such 
relations  of  tiieir  Governments  where  they  reside,  at  re- 

Siuire  the  constant  attenticoi  of  some  mnndatory  or  agent 
or  their  care  and  superrinon.  1'he  envw  extmordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  is  a  high  mandatQry,  empow- 
ered to  do  whatever  may  be  done  by  any  other  minister, 
except  the  representation  of  the  sovere^ty  which  has 
tent  him  abrosil.  He  is  inferior  in  rank  to  none  but  the 
ambaaaador.  GonmuBigaiera  are  sent  out  on  a^eeial  agen- 
ries,  and  are  reenvW  and  aeoredited  aa  nunialers  oi  an 
inferWr  grade.  The  efaargtf  d'aflbirea  is  accredited  ai 
auch,  and  takes  the  ^tie%  though  not  the  rank,  of  resi- 
dent minister. 

If,  ma,  in  addition  to  all  these,  fortigo  courts  could  ae- 
credit  and  receive  non-ierident  minister^  or  auch  aa  might 
reside  either  at  such  courts,  or  whenever  else  they  mi^t 
chooae,  and  continue  to  be  ministers  wherever  tliey  might 
go  or  render  then  is  H  not  maiiiiisst  that  tbey  onist  have 
been  dengnated  as  nunisters  of  this  character,  both  in  their 
appmntment  and  in  titeir  commtsaitNv?  The  nomination 
made  hy  the  President  to  the  Senate,  is  tlie  foundation  of 
the  nuasion,  aud  it  must  (ally  set  forth  the  name  of  the 
man  to  be  sent,  the  place  to  which  he  is  to  be  sent, 
the  purpose  for  whi<^  he  is  sent,  and  the  ministerial 
charncter of  - him  who  ii  tobe  -sent  Without  all  these, 
bow  can  the  Senate  advise  and  erauent  to'his  a|»oint- 
mcnt>  Accordindly  we  find  thatthe  President  mue  tlna 
nomination  with  all  these  distinguishing  chamoteriitiei. 

•*Tuc«lay,  Mi^35,  1830.-~'riiefidknring  message  was 
received  frMn  the  Preeidcat  of  the  United  State%  by  Mr. 
Dondson,  his  Secretary: 

"To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stides:  Gentlemen:  I 
noDUnate  John  Baodol]^,  of  Roanoke,  Vii^nia,  to  be  en- 
voy extraofdinary  and  miiuster  plempotentiuy  of  the 
United  Btaitcn  at  the  court  vi  hit  Imperial  Mqesty  the 


Emperor  of  Busna,  in  tbe  place  of  HJcnry  Utddletop,  tt 
SoiiU)  Carolina,  recalled-" 

Was  tliis  man  nominated  to  be  nunister  aC  the  court  at 
his  Imperial  Majesty  tbe  Emperor  of  Uusna,  and  else- 
where>  N<b  nr,  it  was  at,  inplaceof  Mr.  Mlddletoni  and 
at  that  phoe  tmif.  Vtt  therefore,  a  non-resident  minister 
co^  by  the  km  of  nations,  be  sent  abroad,  or  couli 
have  been  advised  and  consented  to  by  tlie  Senate,  Mr. 
Itando^h  could  not  have  been  so  sent,  for  be  was  not  so 
nominated.  Did  the  Senate  advise  or  consent  to  this  gen- 
tleman's app<Mntment  to  any  other  ministerial  office  tiian 
that  to  wliiui  he  was  nominated^  Let  the  rccordanswer: 

«  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  mesMge  nomt 
'  nating  ixAm  Ruidolph  to.  oAcei  and, 

"  Jietohedf  That  they,  do  adyiae  and  conaent  to  the  ap- 
'pointment  of  JohiiKandolph,agreeablytohian<iOUnation." 

If  tbe  President  shall,  b^  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
aent of  the  Senate,  apptwnt  public  ministers,  then  the 
appointment  of  this  man  could  not  differ  from  the  nomina* 
tion  made  the  President,  and  the  advice  and  ctHisent 
thereupon  had  and  given  by  the  Senate.  If,  then,  h« 
might  -have  been  accredited  and  reonved  at  the  court  of 
his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  RulM*  as  a  non-r«- 
s^entroiniater,.  be  could  not  have  been  so  Mnt,  for  he 
was  not  BO  apptnntcd. 

After  this  gentlennn  had  been  nominated,  confirmed, 
and  appmnted  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo* 
tentiary  at  the  eourtof  hta  Imperial  Hi^esQ-  tbe  Emperor 
of  Rus^n,  could  hia  commisuon  differ  from  bis  appdnt- 
mcnt?  Could  the  Secretary  of  State,  from  thu  record, 
make  out  and  deliver  to  him  acommisaion  as  ambassador, 
and  tiiuB  lend  this  peculiar  gentleman  to  tbe  most  sj^o* 
did  court  in  Europe,  to  represent  the  entire  sovereign^ 
of  these  United  Stalest  an  office  of  honor  and  high  dignity, 
which,  has  never  hitherto  been,  by  this  Government,  con> 
ferred  on  any  of  those  talented  and  hi^ly  accomplidied 
statesmen,  who^  as  public  minister^  nave  gone  abroad 
from  this  country?  If,  by  the  lawiof  natfonsa  n«»TC- 
sidetd  miuiteT  ooold  be  receircd  bjr  a  to^gn  Power, 
could  this  gentleman,  under  tluaappouitBient,  receive  the 
commitoion,  and  enjoy  the  immunities  of  aocb  a  ministwf 
Appointed  nunister  at  the  Russian  court,  could  he,  honest* 
ly,  and  according  to  the  reconU  have  been  cominisaoned 
at  (hat  court,  and  elsewfafcre '  I  beg  leave  to  read  the 
formula  in  like  cases,  (1  vol.  I.ym.^  addressed  by  the 
Secretary  of  Stale  to  the  appointed  nunister.  *'  Sir,  with 
this  letter,  (among  ottmr  ttunci,)  yw  will  receive,  let,  a 
comnusBon  as  envoy  cztraorunaiy  and  minister  |ricnipoi 
tentiary.  3.  A  letter  of  credence  to  the  King.  S.  A-paat- 

Eort  fyr  yooiself  and  family."  Has  tbe  Secrcfaiy  ^tcb 
im  such  a  eontnnasion>  Beyond  queation,  he  baa  givm 
it.  Tins  is  net  all .  He  tells  ua  in  tile  message,  undo-  the 
name  of  the  President,  that  he  has  also  pven  btm  a  com- 
mission at  the  court  of  his  Imperial  >U}eiity,  and  else- 
where. If  tbia  be  true,  and  Mr.  Randolph  is  now  traveir 
li^  or  sorauminff  under  it,  be  baa  abandoned  the  amoinU 
ment  made  by  the  Preadent,  under  ndrisenient  of  the 
Senate,  and  has  ceased  to  be  nunister  of  tbe  United  Statea 
at  that  court)  and,  if  he  be  a  minister  at  all,  he  is  a  minister 
elsewhere;  and,  as  such,  is  literally  the  envoy  extraordi>- 
nary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  ci  the  Secretary,  not  of 
the  President  and  Senate,,  or  of  tbe  nation. 

The  aame  diffieuhie*  must  h»ve  attended  tbia  nimim 
at  tiie  Russian  court.  The  credentiala  |^ven  to  Mr.  Ba» 
dolph  must  show  lus  miiusterial  cbaractert  and  In  that 
duvacter  alone  could  lie  have  been  reooveid  hf  the  Ea^ 
perer.    So  we  are  told  by  Vattel,  page  533 — 

"  Among  the  severd  cbaractera  esUbliahed  hy  custom, 

*  it  is  in  the  aovereign'a  ^oice  wiA  which  be  will  invest 

*  his  minister^  and  the  character  of  the  minister  is  made 
'  kno  wn  in  the  credentials  whi^  he  defivcia  to,  the  sove- 
reign to  whom  be  ia  seitt.   Letters  of  credence  are  the 
InstnuMnli  wlueh  Mtboriae  •Md.utabliriHbi  oioaler 
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« in  h»  chamcter  with  the  prince  to  whom  they  are  ad- 

*  dressed.  If  this  prince  receives  'the  minister,  he  can 
'  receive  him  onlr  in  the  quality  attributed  to  him  in  his 

*  eredentiala.  Th«V  are,  as  K  w«re,  Ua  genoal  letter  of 
'*  attorney,  hia  mandate  patent,  mandaimn  madfisthim." 

Had  this  gentleman  tvo  seta  of  credebtkls,  two  com- 
mianona,  -and  did  he  exhibit  them  both  to  the  Emperor' 
Did  he,  in  fact,  tell  hia  Majesty,  "Your rammer  is  too 
hot — your  winter  will  be  too  cold.  The  fiir  which  has 
warmed  a  bear,  may  warm  a  lUusian  monarch,  but  it  can 
never  warm  me.  If y  constitution  if  worn  oat  in  the  pub- 
lic aenice.  I  aball  be  nck-~I  am  nek.  I  muat  rende 
rfiewhere,  any  where,  in  Kngbnd,  in  France,  in  a  more 
j^nial  climate  than  tiiat  of  your  Majesty's  capital."  It  is 
too  much  to  be  aiippoaed,  even  of  Mr.  Randolph.  He 
presented  his  at  crwentids  and  cmnnuaston.  Hia  else- 
where credentials  and  oommisnon  were  retained  for  use 
when  he  diould  arrire,  I  know  not  where,  but  certunly 
elsewhere. 

Sir,  our  law  has  been  eradedi  the  constitution  fass  been 
eraded)  the  laws  of  nations  hxve  been  evaded^  die  Pre- 
rident,  the  Senate,  and  oar  imperial  friend,  Inre  been 
decrire^  and  the  nunister  himaelf,  suffering  hlntself  to  be 
made  a  party  to  this'impontion.  Ins  fallen  into  the  dences 
of  the  Secretary;  has  been  by  him  got  out  of  the  country 
on  amfasion,  illegal,  void,  and  nugtutory;  and  is  now,  the 
deplorable  dupe  of  State  artifice,  cruisin(r  about  Europe, 
fike  eoroe  contraband  trader,  under  a  dotwle  commission, 
and  with  two  sets  of  pspen. 

Will  It  be  contended  by  the  aopporteta  of  - this  appro- 
priation, that  this  gendeman  irill,  after  months  of  recess 
mm  the  public  service  at  the  Rusnan  court,  return 
lliither,  and  by  yenra  of  efficient  labor  efface  all  memory 
<tf  this  interrai  (u'ldleness  and  neglect?  What  cause,  sir, 
have  we  to  believe  that  he  will  ever  return  to  St.  Peters- 
burg? Obaerre  what'  the  Secretary  has  told  us  in  the 
messagei  *Uf,  as  it  i»  to  be  hoped,  the  improvement  of  his 
health  riMuid  be  such  as  to  justify  him  ia  ddn^  so,  he 
will  repair  to  St.  Petersburg,  and  resume  the  discharge 
of  his  official  duties."  Tliie  does  not  aiErm  that  he  will 
return)  It  affirms  that  *<  it  is  to  be  hoped  he  may  be  wcU 
enoogfi  to  do  so."  Accortting  to  the  meraage,  a  want  of 
health  took  him  away  from  that  court.  Different  reasons 
were  given  for  those  iacts  by  the  official  papers.  By  th« 
Richmond  OlBeia],  the  summer  heat  compelled  his  depar- 
ture; by  the  Official  in  this  city,  the  approaching  cold  of 
tf^  then  coming  winter  drove  him  to  seek  a  more  genial 
climate.  In  RuBata,  sonuner  is  said  to  bunt  from  the 
frozen  bosom  of  winter,  like  a  sheet  of  flame  from.  Mount 
Heels,  and  to  spread  its  warming,  blazing,  bumi%  influ- 
ewe  at  once  over  the  whole  region.  At  times,  so  intense 
is  the  temperalure,  that  the  pine  forests  take  fire  from  the 
heat  of  the  atmosphere.  I  nave  read  a  Russian  traveller, 
who  says  vegetation '»  so  rapid,  tiuit,  on  a  aoil  thawed  not 
ntore  1»an  one  foot  deep,  the  ground  u  ploughed,  the 
wheat  sown,  grown,  ripened,  and  harvested  in  six  weeks- 
Winter  comes  on  the  coontiy  as  summer  cunr,  extingin^- 
ing,  at  once,  the  heat  of  the  air  and  earth,  by  throwing 
down  and  spreading  out  one  vast  ^eet  of  snow,  from 
Cronstadt  to  Kamtschatka.  The  genial  and  joyous  aits  of 
spring,  the  sober  and  gladsome  sunshines  and  shades  of 
autiunn,  known  under  the  Italian  slues  of  Virginia,  have 
never  virited,  and  nisver  can  vint,  a  Rusnan  climate. .  Un- 
less, therefore,  this  gentleman  can  visit  Russia  in  summer, 
When  he  has  been  compelled  to  leare  it,  or  in  winter, 
urtien  he  dares  not  approach  it,  he  cannot  rebim  again  to 
St.  Petersburg:-  What  reason  had  the  Secretary  for  the 
hopes  expressed  in  the  message,  that  the  renoratedhealtli 
nf  Mr.  Ruidolph  migfat  indooe  hfan  to  return?  Permit  me 
to  qnote  iium  oAeof  hisspeeebes,  delivcKd  on  this  tmae 
kittle  more  than  two  yelira  ago. 

what  cui  the  country  do  for  Die>   As  fur  power, 
>wlwt  charmcanitliMwforoneKkeme'  If-powerhad 


*  been  my  object,  I  must  have  been  lev  sagacious  tiuin 
*-my  wont  enemies  hun  repreaentcd  mo  to  be.  If  1  had 
'not(ri>tainedit.  •  •  •  •  • 
'  Wu  It  oAcef   What,  sir,  to  dradgn  in  your  labormtO' 

*  ries  in  the  depsrtnmf%  or  be  at  ue  tall  of  your  corps 
'diplcnnatiquem Europe!  (EnledtoSiberia.)  Alaslnr* 
'  in  my  condition,  a  cup  of  cold  water  wwld  be  tnore  ae- 

<  cepuble.    What  can  the  country  give  me  that  I  do  not 

*  possess  in  the  confidence  of  ssc^  conslitiienta  as  no  man 
'ever  had  before?  1  can  retire  to  my  old  patrimonial 
'tree^  where  1  may'see  the  sun  rise  ann  set  in  pesce.  " 

*  *  I  flhsll  retire  upon  my  resources — I  wilt 
'go  back  to  the  bosom  ofoiy  eonstitiMits.  •  •  • 
'And  shall  I  give  up  Aem  and  tUs?  And  fhr  what>  For 
'  the  heartiess  amusements  and  vapid  pleasures  and  tar- 

*  nished  honors  of  this  abode  of  splen6id  misery,  of  Bh^>by 
'  s|>lcndor  ?  for  a  clerkship  in  the  War  Office,  or  a  foreign 
*nuBnOn,  to  dance  attendance  abroad  instead  of  at  borne 
<— or  even  for  a  department  itself f  Sir,  thirty  years 
■make  sad  changes  in  man.         *         ■        •  • 

<  I  foel  that  I  hang  to  existence  by  a  sii^Ie  hur— that  the 
'  sword  of  D^ocTes  is  suspended  over  me." 

Will  this  gentleman,  think  you,,  return  to  Russia,  hangw 
ing  to  existence  by  a-aingle  luur?  Will  he  travel  from 
region  to  region  ol  Europe,  with  this  sword  of  Damoclco 
dangling  over  his  head  hy  a  tie,  equally  attenuated?  Ne- 
ver, sir,  never!  and  if  he  never  do  return,  as  he  most 
certainly  never  will,  when  does  hia  mission  end,  if  it  did 
not  end  -when  he  left  the  Riwan  court.'  if  this  naianon 
ever  had  a  legal  beeinnira:,  when,  or  by  what  acta  nu^  k 
be  ended?  Vattel  has  told  us,  page  559,  that  all  nusMW 
end:  first,  when  the  minister-is  recalled;  second,  when  he 
is  dismissed;  tlrird,  when  he  has  finished  the  buvness  on 
which  he  was  sentt  and  fourth,  in  a  word,  whenever  he  is 
obliged  to  go  away,  on  any  account  whatever,  his  functwna 
cease.  By  tlie  laws  of  nations,  which  we  cannot  control, 
his  mission  was  at  an  end  when  **  he  went  away"  from 
the  court  and  country  to  vUch  he  was  nppcnnted  and  sent; 
and  neither  ^e  mandate  of  tite  Seercbiry,  nor  congreH- 
ional  enactment,  can  eontiiuie  him  a  minister  one  moment 
after  he  has,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  ceased  to  be  one. 
Can  we  then  api»^riftte  money  for  the  salary  of  such  a 
minister?  Not  unless  we  make  ourselves  parties  to  this 
nnpositioni  and,  ra  the  name  of  the  nation,  guaran^  this 
frsudulent  ^kMnney. 

Gentlemen  may  place  4us  salary  on  the  ground  of  n 
quataum  meruit,  and  tell  us  Mr.  Randolph  is  entitled  to 
receive  it,  and  we  are  bound  to  make  the  appropnation, 
because  he  has  performed  sernCes  atUussa,  for  vfbxb  he 
deserves  to  have  this  compensatiim.  Wliat  services  was 
it  intended  he  should  perform;  what  in  fact  did  he  per- 
form; what,  in  so  short  a  time,  could  he  perform^  We 
are  told  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Coramittee  oa 
;Poreign  Relationi^  [Mr.  Ancnnn,]  and  no  man  ever  doubta 
his  candor  and  ooirectness,  that  Mr.  Randolph  did  not 
perfom  whtit  he  was  sent  out  to  do.  However  meritori- 
ous that  might  be  when  draie,  he  surely  does  not  deserve 
any  compensation  for  not  doing  it.  How  did  tins  gentle- 
man represent,  when  presented  at  that  court,  the  form 
and  body  of  our  national  charsctcr,  by  hia  appearance 
bis  manners,  conversation,  and  intercoorse  wrat  the 
perial  &mily,  the  court,  and  forogn  mlniBten  then  and 
tiiere  representing  the  various  sovereignties  of  Europe 
and  Asia  r  1  could  give  the  Instoty  <rf'  this  ten  days,  thii^ 
which  will,  in  our  Itu^an  diplomacy,  be  called  the  time 
of  Randolph ;  I  could  give  it  from  the  most  authentic  ten- 
timonials;  not  from  rumor,  but  frOm  tlie  voice  of  honor- 
able, intelligent  men,  who,  betfw  there  at  the  time,  hare 
since  returned  to  this  country,  and  fnan  letters  with  wluch 
the  RuMin' correspondence  uf  mir  Atlantic  oitiA  lias 
been  crowted.  All  these  apeak  but  omc  language,  ex- 
press but  one  feelit^;w-JthenTepresnhlQ  feeling  of  wound- 
ed and  mrtifiBd  pnttiotisn.   All  tbese,  iartead  of  find- 
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iug  merit  in  this  man's  dipluMtic  acUiereioenU,  look  on 
tbcm  irith  unutterable  anguiihi  and  hare  no  ^conaolation 
under  the  vibea  and  jeeringa  ttf  foreign  naUona.  but  the 
memory  of  the  past,  when  the  dipiitied  character  of  our 
republic  was  repreaented  in  Europe  by  Franklin,  Jay, 
Aoanw,  Livingston)  JefTeraon,  and  Pinckn^.  Notliing-* 
air,  but  natioiul  pride  has  withholden  this  narrative  from 
the  ear  of  the  world;  for  who  would  ^ve  a  tongue  to  ob- 
loqay  agunat  bis  own  country?  1  will,  in  silence,  pass 
over  the  dmnga  of  thia  gcntlemaa'a  ten  days  of  diplomacy; 
nor  would  I  have  alluded,  to  them,  did  not  his  friends 
draw  on  theae  very  doings  aa  a  fund  of  meri^  entitling 
himto^hiscompenBatiDn.  The  doings  of  ten  days!  Wlial, 
mr,  could  he  do  in  that  time^  Why,  in  that  time  the  dJa- 
cipline  of  the  Ruanan  tailor  could  scarcely  have  reduced 
theTigid  outline  of  this  man  into  the  exteriw  of  diplo- 
macy. Ho  peilormed  aervicea  for  bia  country  in  that 
brief  period!  Cieaar,  with  the  eagle  wing  <h  pursuit, 
and  the  Uonabvngth  of  oooquMt,  ovemiaBythinia,  and 
aubdued  tiie  aon  <»  Uie  {peat  Mitluidatea  in  a  few  weeks. 
Thia  conqueror  might,  id  the  confidence  of  fnendsbip, 
venture,  with  poetic  licenae,  to  write  to  his  associate' at 
IltHne,  "sou,  vidi,  tnci."  Should  our  Russian  envoy 
write  thehiitMy  of  hiatendays,  he  might,  without  poetry, 
place  all,  for  which  be  can  ban  any  ^lum  on  his  country, 
in  as  few,  and  almoat  the  aame  wcndai  veni,  vidi,  aiivif 
would  fill  up  the  whole  quantum  nsruit  of  his  mission. 

ff  h  be  oonftended  that  tfiia  gentleman  ia  entitled  to  a 
pro  rata  compenaalion  for  the  time  spent  in  going  to  Rus- 
sia, and  while  there,  as  freight  is  apportioned  and  paid, 
when  a  cargo  is,  by  casualty^  transported  a  part  umy  of 
the  voyage,  I  am  r^y  to  agree  that  tlua  uone  is  the 
ground  OB  wliicfa  any  thug  whatever  can  be  daimetl. 
Thia,  however,  will  &ul,  if  the  miition  be,  in  ita  inception, 
tmUmJua  gnUtmiti  and  therefore  void.  If  tfao-e  be  any 
part  of  this  misaon  sound  and  legal)  tf  thia  gentleman  has 
believed  he  wu,  in  good  faith,  in  the  public  service,  in 
the  name  of  justice  let  him  be  paid  for  all  that  time,  al- 
though nothing  was  effected  beneficial  to  the  nation.  On 
this  ground  I  am  read^jr  to  Support,  thougli  I  cannot  move 
to  make  any  modification  of  the  motion  under  oonaidera- 
tion. 

Last  of  all,  I  come  toinqiur*  whether  thia  lalary  ean.be 
doe,  beeause  4di  mlanon,  and  the  conduct  of  the.minister 
under  it,  tnay  be  espeeiaI^r  beneficial  to  the  Secretary  of 
State.  Was  this  gentleman  appointed  with  any  view  or 
expectation  that  he  could  render  diplomatic  services  at 
the  court  of  Rusua^  Surely  not.  For«  in  the  iirstpUf^, 
the  performance  of  nch  aervicea  reijuired  his  residence 
at  the  Ruanan  court  Tlija  is  evident  from  the  nature  of 
timae  flervteea^  u  mar  be  seen  from  reading  the  ordinary 
instnictiqna  to  aU  reaident  miidstersf  Lyman's  Diplomacy, 
vol.  1,  pages  15,  l€k  17: 

**  Among  the  most  important  general  duties  of  a  mmis- 

*  ter  of  the  Uiuted  States  in  foreign  countries,  ia  that  of 

*  transmitting  to  his  Government  accurate  information  of 

*  the  policy  and  views  of  the  Government  to  which  Jic  is 

*  aciaedited,  nod  of  the  character  and  vicisHtudea  of  its 

*  ni4KirlMt  relations  with  other  Eurt^ean  Powers.  To 

*  acquire  ttue  inlbraiKtion,  and  particularly  to  discriminate 
'between  that  which  is  authentic,  and  that  which  is  spu- 

*  riou^  require*  steady  -and  impartial  obaervation,  a  free 

*  though  cantieus  correapoadenee  with  the  other  minis- 

*  ters  of  the  United  States  abroad,  and  friendly,  social  re> 
'lationa  «^th  the  merobera  of  tlie  diplomatic  body  at  the 
*Mune  court. 

"  In  jrour  cfnrespondeace  with  tioa  department,  besides 

*  the  cnrrent  genend  and  partimdar  politioii  of  the  country 

*  where  you  are  to  rsride,  yeu  will  be  mindful  ao  fiir  as 

*  you  may  find  it  eonvenient,  to  ctdlect  and  ttaiuniit  infbr- 
'  msifion  of  every  kind,  relating  to  the  tioremmeiit,  linan- 
'  cei^  commerce  arts,  Bcieneesi  and  ecMHlition  of  the  nation, 

*  which  ia  not  akendy  kiowib  wd  MUf.  be  mft^  uaoful  Uf 


'  our  country.  Books  of  travels,  containing  statistical 
'or  other  infmiiation  of  political  importance,  historical 
'  works,  not  before  in  circulation,  authentic  maps,  pub- 
'  lished  by  authority  of  the  State,  or  distinguished  by  ex- 
'traordinary  reputation,  and  nuMications  of  new  and  use - 

*  ful  discoveries — will  always  tie  acceptable  acquintiona  to 
'this  department." 

_  "  Among  tlie  ordinary  functions  of  an  American  minister 
<  in  Europe,  is  tiiat  of  giving  passports  to  citizens  of  the 
'  United  States,  who  apply  for  them.  They  sometimes 
'  receive  applicationi  for  such  passports  from  the  subjects 
'  of  other  countries^  but  as  these  are  not  regularly  valid, 
'  they  should  be  granted  only  untler  special  circumstance^ 
'  as  may  sometimes  occur  in  the  case  of  foreigners  coming 

•  to  the  United  States." 

Do  not  these  labors  require  residence  at  tlie  court  of  his 
Imperial  ftlsjesly.'  '  Look  into  the  published  diplomatic 
correspondence  of  our  former  ministers.  What  treasures 
of  informatioul  What  monuments  of  abiU^'*  labor,  and 
diligence! 

'I'hiB  gcatleman  could  pot  rende  at  the  Russian  capital. 
Xeilher  his  health,  hia  constitution,  hie  age,  nor  the  cli- 
inttte,  would  permit  such  residence.  As  well  might  the 
Secretary  have  |^)luoketl  up  one  of  his  patrimonial  oaka, 
and  transplanted  it  on  the  banks  of  the  K^eva,  with  any 
expectation  that  it  might  take  root  there,  and  live,  and 
flgurish  in  the  summer  heats  and  winter  storms  of  Rusna. 

So  utterly  out  of  the  question  was  all  eatpectiition  of 
public  service  from  the  appointment -of  this  gentleman, 
that  although  it  must  have  been  known  such  service  could 
not  be  rendered  wiUiout  rcwdenc^  yet  he  received  full 
permission  to  leave  the  court  and  efnptre  of  Ruaua,  and 
reside  wherever  he  might  choose  to  retude. 

Mr.  Randolph  was,  of  all  men,  the  Jael  which  a  wise 
»nd  judicious  policy  would  have  selected  to  represent 
the  interests  of  our  nation  at  Uie  Russian  court.  He  had 
publicly  expressed  opinions  concerning  tluit  court  and 
tlie  imperial  family,  most  derogatory  and  degra^iig.  Suf- 
fer  me  to  read  tliese  opinions,  fl'om  one  of  hia  speeclies, 
published  under  his  own  corrections  and  supervisol,  in 
Gules  and  Scaton'a  Register  of  Debate^  volume  2,  part 
1,  page  392-3- 

"Now,  rir,  tliegoitlemanlVomKwUi  Carolina  in  so  ex- 
tremely unreasom^le  ns  to  widi — he  will  bear  witli  my 
reproof,  I  hope~«s  to  wish  to  break  the  lineal  succession 
of  our  nionavchs,  and  to  reduce  us  to  sometliing  like  the 
barbarism  of  Russia,  where  they  have  not  yet  perfected 
themselves  in  tlie  A  B  C  of  legitimacy;  a  regular  indefca- 
sible  Buccesttoo  of  tyraotsf  altiiough  they  ckim  the  head 
of  the  table  of  the  holy  alliance — where  there  ia  luu^y 
one  instance  of  the  lineal  heir  nicceeding  to  Uie  throne 
without  regicide  and  parricide,  (which  ttie  case  implft,) 
frtmi  the  time  when  Muscovy  first  became  a  European 
Fowei'' — from  the  time  of  Peter  Alesiovitch,  (or  Alexlo- 
witz,  as  I  was  tauglit  in  my  youtti  to  call  him,)  who  was 
the  slayer  of  his  son,  and  who  transmitted  his  power  to 
Catharine,  the  Livoitian  peasant. girl,  first  his  strumpet, 
then  his  cliambcrliun's,  then  an  BmpreSB;  whom  I  liave 
heard  more  than  ouoe  eontfbunded  with  her  namesake 
CaUurine,  Princess  of  Anhalt,  (he  second  of  that  name, 
who,  by  tiie  murder  of  her  husband,  Peter  3d,  usurped 
die  throne.  With  some  *  variation  of  the  mode,  not  of 
the  measure,'  it  is  the  case  in  this  our  day  of  Constantinc 
Caaar-Qvitch — which  means,  I  believe,  Fitz-Cxsar^as  it 
was  with  his  &ther,  Paul  Petrovitch,  and  with  his  fiither, 
Pvter,  the  son  of  somebody — nobo<^  knows  who— who 
went  before  Paul,  not  by  the  aomc  instruraeatt  no,  ur.  la 
the  case  of  Peter,  the  red-hot  poker— the  actual  cautetie 
--4uppUed  the  pUce  of  the  new  Palilen-tie  of  Uie  twisted 
craraf — a  fa  Piclifgrw^ml  it  was  only  the  day  after  the 
newt  amved  of  the  deliverance  of  the  workl  from  the 
autocracy  of  Alexander  the  Delivcrci—att  well  as  I  re- 
member tlie  ditile— 1  know  thai  it  vaa  on  the  9th  <rf'  f  ebw< 
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ttry — three  days  before  the  unavotdnble  departure  of  raj 
coEleague,  tlwt  I  sndeftTored,  and,  u  I  then  thougfht  not 
witliDUL  some  show  of  Biiccese,  to  inpFCBs  the  Semite  with 
the  important  bearing  of  the  vccent  event  Bt  Tagknroek 
(recent  om  to  us)  upon  tbe  new,  wild,  daji^roaa,  utdr  as 
I  feBT,  fatfti  policy,  now,  for  the  first  tine^  if  not  announc- 
ed, attempted  to  be  pracUsed  upon  by  thia  rash  and  feeble 
Bcbntnistration.  Elizabeth  and  Burleigh  were  cautious 
and  powerful.  The  Stuarts  and  the  Buckinghams  profli- 
gate, feeble,  and  rash.  It  was  then  that  I  forewarned  the 
Senate  that  the  red>hot  poker  of  some  OrloflTtlie  Balafrc, 
or  OrtoiT,  the  other  favorite — (it  was  a  regular  household 
^^p<m)tDient  of  Cathaiine  U  Grand*  ~—  — somewhat 
irregubrly  filled  occanonally— a  la  Coteque.)  It  was  on 
that  day  Umt  1  suggested  to  the  Senate  that  (he  poker  or 
thebowatring  of  a  Zuboff*,  or  theaontethin^ebe  of  Bome- 
body  else — some  ether  Rusnan  inoflf— the  initrunient  and 
the  mute  nearest  at  hand  in  the  Caprxan  styes  of  tyranny 
and  lust — was  ready  to  despatch  this  new  successor  of  the 
Tsars — of  tlie  Constantiiie»-«f  the  Byzantine  Ccsan. 

"  But,  sir,  I,  the  conunon  libeller  of  great  and  |pood 
men,  did  injustice  to  both  these  legitimates}.to  St.  Nicho- 
las and  to  Cxsarovitch.  I  thought  too  ill  of  one  of  them,, 
and  too  well  of  the  other.  I  thought  that  Commoduswould 
'show  figlit.*  But,  sir,  let  us  not  despair  of  the  Rossian. 
In  spite  of  Montesquieu's  sneer,  he  *  can  feel*  for  a  brother, 
at  least,  even  although  he  be  not  flayed  alire;  except  now 
and  then,  under  the  autocracy  of  the  knout.  He  has  not,  in- 
deed, yet  learned  'to  make  revolutions  with  rose-water* 
— that  is  the  j^olitical  philosopher's  stone,  whioh  is  yet  in 
the  womb  of  time,  to  be  brou^t  fbrth  some  modem 
JeeoudUr-K^xmtr,  B«rt  he  shows  ngns  of  capability 
that  are  qtute  encouraging.  He  cannot,  indeed,,  redeem 
his  paper,  neither  can  the  bank  of  Kentucky  r^icem  iu 
paper;  but  tite  red-hot  poker  is  replacetl  by  a  box  of 
sweetmeats — the  bowstring  by  a  medal  hung  around 
the  neck->4he  badge,  not  of  death,  but  of  idiocy  and 
cowardice.  -Commodus  is  brave  nowhere  but  in  the 
arena,  with  kitten^  and  pupfiy  doga,  uid  women,  for  his 
nntwonistlt  b  vei-itabte  master  TnomaB  Nero— tee  Ho- 
garu's  progress  of  cruelty.  A  Ukaae,  backed  by  a  hob- 
by-horse, or  H  medal,  and  a  box  of  sweetmeats;  goody 
goodies,  as  the  overgrown  children  say,  is  the  fuU  conside- 
ration paid,  had,  ancT  received,  for  the  su>render  of  the  au- 
tocratical crown  of  the  largest  empire  in  the  wwld,  and 
some  say  the  most  powerful— of  the  proud  eminence  of  the 
umpire  of  Europe.  How  vastly  amiable  and  fentimentali 
A  IJkase  now  doe»  what  was  formerly  done  with  a  red-ltot 

Jioker,  or  a  bowstringi  a  Ukase,  with  a  most  afiectionate 
ratem^  letter,  a  box  of  sweetmeats,  a  hobby-horse,  or  a 
medal — as  we,  in  our  barbarous,  slave-holding  countrjv  do 
sonietimes  liang  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  round  a  child's  neck 
to  keep  it  in  good  luimor — all  cooled,  however,  with  tbe 
blood  of  a  few  real  adherents  to  legitimacy — ^in  the  per- 
sons of  t)ie  gAarda  of  the  f^piM,  fikithful  among  the 
fikithless — to  make  the  charm  firm  and  good.  Would  the 
gentleraiui  <Vom  North  Oorolinit  reduce  us  to  worse  tlian 
this  Rutsian  barbarism^' 

This  vulgar  ribaldry  was  spoken  by  this  man  1«  open 
Senate;  the  European  ministers,  the  Rusaaii  minister, 
were  or  mi^ht  have  been  present.  The  speech,  uich  «s- 
1  liavc  read  it,  was  publii^ed  in  tlie  newspapers,,  and  was 
doubtless,  as  a  pai-t  of  tile  political  transactions  of  the 
United  States,  tr:inaniittcd  to  the  Emperor  of  Uussia,  by 
hia  minittter  theiV  in  tliis  country.  After  this,  who  could 
have  selected  this  man  as  an  accomplished  statesman,  to 
represent  this  Amcricsn  GDVcmmciit  at  the  Russian  court, 
with  any  hope  or  intention  tbat  he  should,  by  his  diplo- 
matic services,  sustain  the  dignity,  advance  the  cluuscter, 
or  subserve  the  mtcrests  of  tliis  nation? 

I'ermit  me  to  otTei-  one  other  reaaon  why  this  man  could 
not  have  been  appointetl  fur  any  national  purpose.-  I'he 
peculioliticfiof  his  mind  render  bim  incapaUe  oCaiiy  public 


diplomatic  MTvice.  The  mind,  like  the  fountain,  ia  known 
by  its  effusions.  Let  me  read  ftmn  om  of  lut  tpeecbflB  on 
Executive  powers,  as  published  by  him.— {G«les  Bad  Se*-- 
ton's  Register,  vol.  3,  p.  390.1 

"  Having  tiiua,  sir,  didiurdened  myself  of  aonw  of  th« 
feelings  that  have  been  excited  by  the  gallant  and  faarleiB' 
bearing  of  tbe  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  allow  bb 
to  go  on  and  ^estion  some  of-  his  portions. 

"Oneofthemistbedurabilityoftheconstitution.  With 
him  and  with  fiither  Paul  (of  the  constitution  of  Venice) 
Isay  "atoperpetua.-"  butldo  not  believe  it  will  be  per- 
petual. I  am  speaking  now  of  what  Burke  would  oaU 
faigl)  matter.  I  an  not  speaking  to  Um  '  groondUngs,  ts 
tu  tyroBBiid  jumor  iqpprenticoi  but  to  the  grey4iauled 
men  of  this  nation,  one  of  whom,  I  Uch  God/or  i^  I  aee 
is  now-atepping  forward,  as  he  stepped  forward  in  1799,^ 
to  save  the  repuUic.  I  q»eak  w  William  B.  <^les.  I 
^>eik  to  grey  beadsj  heads  grown  grey,  not  in  the  '  re- 
ceipt of  custom*  at  the  treasury,  of  the  yto^^t  money; 
not  to  heads  grown  grey  in  buquity  and  intriguei  not  li» 
heads  grown  grey  in  pBong  PeonqrlvniuB  Bvemei  nafe 
grown  grey  in  wearing  out  their  shoes  at  1«v«cbi  not  to 
heads  grown  grey  (to  use  the  words  of  the  immortal  Mia» 
Edgeworthr  liie  glory  and  the  champion  of  her  lovely  sex 
ana  wretched  country)  in  ploughing  the  four  acres.  Am 
I  understood?  There  is  a  httle  court,  ur,  of  the  <•  Castle" 
of  Dublin,  called  the  four  acres;  and  there,  bBckwards  and 
£)rwards,  do  tbe  miserable  attendants  and  satcUitea  of 
power  walk,  each  waiting  Iub  tarn  lo  receive  the  licbt  of 
th«  great  man'B  countaiuioet  hoping  the  luailuaei  wead* 
ing  the  olou<W  brow.  SpeoBer  has  well  dcBciibed  the 
sweets  of  this  life,  and  technically  it  is  called  ploogUog  the 
fouracres.  Now,  whenacertiuncharacter,  inoneofberin-' 
comparable  novels.  Sir  Ulic — I  have  forgotten  his  name,  but 
he  was  a  McSycophant  courtier,  pbceman,  penskmer,  and 

Earasite — upbraided  that  kind,  good-hearted,  wrongs 
eaded  old  man,  King  Comv,.  wilh  Kis  wretched  wyttoem, 
of  ploughing,  the  King  of' the  Bbck  laloDdn  ("ctw; 
inchalung")  repficd,  tbatthoewaBODBBystemofpliMifb- 
ing  woiie  even  than  his:  and  tfiat  WM  ploug^ng  me  four 
acres.    This  was  a  settler  to  the  McSyeopbant." 

Waaa  mind  like  this,  fitted,  and  provided,  and  regulated 
for  the  Ubors  of  the  atatesman  and  great  diplomatic  min- 
ister^ Sir,  when  this  gentleman  was  at  tbe  xenith  of  his 
intellect,  and  in  his  most  lucid  years,  Mr.  Jefferson  had 
adju^d  hun  unqualifiod  tat  such  Bervices  as  this  ap- 
pointment, had  it  been  made  for  public  purpoaea,  called 
on  him  to  perform. 

Sir,  if  not  for  the  pnbBe  service,  then  he  must  have 
been  apptnnted  to  preserve  the  machioatiooa  of  tbe  Se- 
cretary of  State,  and  the  administration  carried  on  by  bim 
under  the  Presidential  name,  from  the  hostility  of  tto  an- 
cient adversary  of  all  former  admiiustrations.  To  illus- 
trate and  connrm  tiiw  important  and  deeply  interestiw 
hot,  permit  me  to  give  n  very  brief  skctoh  of  the  potitieBl 
life  of  this  singular  man. 

At  the  commencement  of  Washington's  admintstratioR^ 
he  was  a  scliedbt^.-  To  prove  thb  dct,  and  also  to  by 
open  the  very  source  and  fountain  of  hiabitter  hostility  to 
the  next  President,  Iwill  reada  part  of  one  ofbisspeecbeB 
from  Gales  and  Seaton's  Register,  vol.  %  p.  399—  ■ 

"  Now,  sir,  John  Quincy  Adams  coming  into  poweron- 
derttiese  inauspicious  circumstances,  and  with  these  suapi- 
cioos  allies  and  connexien^  has  dotormiBed  to  become 
the  apostle  of  lUicrty,  t/S  tuureiaal  liberty,  as  his  ftther 
was,  about  the  time  of  the  formation  of  ute  constiMtioiv 
knowntdbethespostle  ofmonarcby.  It  is  no  secret— I  was 
in  New  York  when  he  iirattook  his-seat  as  Vice  Prendeat. 
I  recollect—- for  I  woS  a  schoolboy  at  Ae  time,  attending: 
the  lohby  of  Congress,  when  1  otq^ht  to  have  been  aX 
school — [  remcnriier  the  manner  in  vniich  tiK  brotbcr  vbb 
spumed  by  tbe  coBchman  of  tin  then  Vioe-Presdent,  for 
coming  too  near  the  «nw  Uazened  on  the  ■cutchoon  of 
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the  vice  r^al  carriage.  Perha|S«  I  may  hsve  aonic  of  tliis 
old  animosity  rankling  in  my  heart,  coming  from  a  race 
who  are  known  never  to  foriakeafi^nd  or  forjnre  a  foe." 

From  thia,  the  waters  of  bittemea  have  novn  in  a 
stream,  m  abimdantly  on  the  second  and  fifth  Frei^nts 
of  the  United  States.  To  overthrow  the  first  of  these, 
thifl  man  joined  himself  to  hia  great  poKtical  rival. 

He  grew  into  hostility  with  Jefferson  in  a  very  few 
years.  For  he  has  ever  beena-star  without  beams,  ex- 
cept of  a  maUga  and  bUgltting  influencA.  Suffer  me  to 
illustrate  this  truth  by  reading  ft«m  bit  speaehct: 

"Fbbbvart  38th,  1806.— Mr.  Clarke,  of  Virginia, 

*  moved  to  postpone  until  the  ~3d  of  March,  Mr.  Ban- 

*  dalph's  resolution  to  amend  the  constitution  of  the  Unit- 

*  ed  States  so  that  all  the  United  Statea*  ju^s  shbald 

*  be  removed  by  the  Presideat,  on  the  joint  resolution  of 

*  both  Houses  of  Congress,    in  reply  to  a  remark  made 

*  by  Mr.  Conrad,  Mr.  Randolph  sud,  'He  (Mr.  Conrad) 

*  belonged  to  a  clan  of  men  which  I  highly  respect,  for 

*  tbe  plain  reason  that  I  belong  to  it  myself.    He  says 

*  the  time  is  approaching  when  every  man  engaged  in 

*  agricultaral  pursuits  must  be  anxious  to  go  home;  and, 
'  therefore,  he  does  not  wish  at  present  to  act  on  the  re- 

*  solution  I  have  laid  on  your  table.  True!  but  when  men, 

*  be  they  a^icnUuml,  mechanical,  or  of  any  other  pro- 

*  fcssion,  undertake  any  business,  it  is  their  du^  to  go 

*  throng  with  it  at  every  hazard.    If  the  situation  of  af- 

*  hin  warranted  it,  I  should  be  drilling  to  adjourn  for  two 

*  or  tiiree  monUis.   But  I  never  can  Agree  to  adjourn  in 

*  tbe  present  penlous  state  of  affairs,  and  leave  the  coun- 
■try.toablind  and  fortuitous  destiny.  I  must  first  see 
'  somathjng  tike  land,  some  foothold,  something  like  cer- 

*  tainty,  instead  of  a  political  chaos,  without  form  tx  body. 

*  Before  1  consent  to  go  home,  I  must  see  something  like 

*  a  safe  and  honorable  issue  to  our  differences  with  foreign 

*  Vowcnt  uid  I  must  sc^  I  bopc,  another  tfiing— aome- 

*  thing  like  an  attempt  to  bring  tbe  eoastitation  of  tbii 

*  {>sople  back  to  the  principle*  on  wUch  Uiu  admintstra- 
'  tion  came  into  powar.'  '* 

On  Spanish  affairs — 

'•Apbil  5,  1806. — Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  amend  tbe 

*  secret  journal,  by  inserting  in  it  the  message  of  the  Pre- 

*  aidcnt  of  the  6th  <^  December.    In  the  eourae  of  his 

■  speech  he  said,  ■  I  found,  from  a  conversation  with  what 

*  has  beeif  considered  tbe  bead  of  the  first  Executive  De* 
'  partment  under  the  Government,  that  France  vas  the 

*  great  obstacle  to  the  compromise  of  Spanish  difTcrences; 

*  tnat  France  would  not  permit  Spain  to  come  to  any  ac- 

■  commodation  with  us,  because  France  wanted  money, 
'  and  that  we  must  give'her  money.  From  the  moment 
'  1  heard  tliat  declaration,  all  tlte  objections  I  ori|pnaUy 

*  had  to  the  procedare  were  anravatod  to  Ae  hi^est 

*  posnble  degree.    I  eonnderea  it  a  base  prMtration  of 

*  tbe  national  character,  to  excite  one  nation  by  money  to 

*  bully  another  nation  out  of  its  propertyj  and  from  that 

*  moment,  and  to  the  last  moment  of  my  Ufe,  my  confi- 

*  dence  in  the  principles  of  the  man  entertaiiUDg  those 

*  sentiments  died,  never  to  live  agwn."* 

Whence  this  hostility?  Had  he  become  a  federalist, 
Md  set  himself  to  rebuilding  the  fabiic  which,  as  we  are 
tol<^  be  had  overthrovm?  Not  sof  for  rebuilding  he  had 
no  geiuua,  no  taste.  Tbe  cause  oTlu*  (^po«tion  was 
»-clT  known  in  those  days^  nor  can  ai^  one  doubt  that  a 
knowledge  of  it  has  come  down  to  the  present  Secretary 
of  State. 

When  Mr.  Madison  came  into  the  President,  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph,  if  not  with  him,  was  not  against  him.  His  love  of 
chanf^,  or  of  opposition,  tu  some  private  political  grief, 
cfid,  in  I81t-'1S,  bring  out  tliis  statesman  of  Roanoke  in 
bitter  hostility  to  this  tlurd  Preudent.  Tlie  last  war  was 
the  great  distinguishing  characteristic  of  Mr.  Matl'son's 
admtntstratioti.  On  the  SOth  of  November,  1811,  the 
Cununittec  of  Foreign  Relations  reported  on  that  subject. 


and  recommended  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  six 
resolutions.  The  first  was  to  fill  up  the  mnks  of  the  then 
existing  army.  The  second  recommended  the  raising  of 
ten  thousand  additional  troops.  By  tbe  third,  the  Presi- 
dent might  receive  fifty  thousand  volunteers.  Tbe  fourth 
gave  power  to  the  Preadent  to  call  out  the  militia.  Ships 
of  war  were  to  be  put  in  service  by  the  fifth)  and  the 
Rxth  a\ithorized  private  vessels  to  arm  in  their  own  de- 
fence'. When  I  say  Mr.  Randolph  opposed  these  resolu- 
tions, I  do  it  merciv  to  show  his  hoitili^  to  the  admini*. 
tration  of  Mr.  Madison.  I  Will  read  from  Niles's  Register, 
vol.  1,  p.  311^  a  small  part  of  one  of  lus  speeches  on  thia 
occanon,  to  show  not  only  this  hostilitjr,  but  also  to  ilhi*> 
ttate  the  contempt  vlueh  he  has  ever  fdt  toe  military  men 
and  measures: 

"No  sooner  was  the  report  hud  on  the  table,  than  the 
'  vultures  were  flocking  roimd  their  prey,  the  carcase  of 

*  a  great  military  establishment— men  of  tainted  reputa- 
'  tion,  of  broken  fortiine  (if  they  ever  had  any)  and  of 

■  battered  constitutiMU,  'eb<»ce  spirits,  tired  of  the  dull 

<  purstuts  of  civil  lUe,'  were  seeking  af^er  agencies  and 

*  comnusrionS}  willing  to  dose  in  gross  stupidity  over  the 

■  public  fire,  to  t^t  the  public  candle  at  both  ends.  ^ 

*  Honorable  men  undoubtedly  there  were,  ready  to  serve 

<  their  country;  but  what  man  of  spirit  self-respect 

*  would  accept  a  ccmunisfflon  in  ttie  present  army }" 
Sir,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  am  statit^  batorio  - 

facts;  Mr.  Rai^olph's  iio&tility  to  the  then  admimstration, 
not  my  own  opinion  of  that  war,  or  of  his  opposition  to  it. 
Had  1  been  here  at  that  time,  I  might  liave  joined  in  that 
opporftion;  for  the  representatives  from  Rhode  Iiiland  both 
opposed  these  resolutions;  nor  do  I  recollect  that  the  peo- 
ple of  tiiat  State  ever  censured  them  for  tliat  opposition. 
We  might  go  through  the  whole  congressional  record, 
and  we  should  find  Mr.  Randolph,  at  all  subsequent  times, 
equally  hostile  to  the  adttiniitndion  of  Mr.  Modiaon. 

When  Mr.  Monroe  came  into  the  Presidency,  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph was  his  advocate  and  supporter.  In  the  last  year 
(l834-*5)  of  his  administration,  he  had  (dian|[eil  fronts. 
Forat  that  time  it  was  one  of  his  common  sayings,  "Mr. 
Monroe  came  ino  power  by  universal  consent!  and  he 
would  go  out  witli  equal  unanimity."  I  will  read  from 
Gales  and  Seaton's  Register,  vol,  3,  p.  405,  what  he  said 
in  the  Senate  (1826)  concerning  tliis  venerated  patriot 
statesman:  "We  (said  he)  altered  the  conatittttioo  to 
guard  agunst  that  scoundrel — I  will  not  read  tlie  name  of 
tke  man;  though  he  may  have  wnned,  yet  has  he  also  im- 
measorably  suffered— thoagh  not  greater  than  him  who, 
afler  the  event,  formed  the  union  of  honest  men  of  all 
parties."  Who,  sir,  was  the  man  said  to  have  united  the 
nonest  men  of  all  parties?  J^mes  Monroe.  Suchacoali> 
tion  mi^t  be  sure  of  John  Randolph  for  ai>  adversary. 

Was  Mr.  Van  Buren  ^orant  of  all  these  ttaits  in  tlie 
character  of  this  man?  He  knew  them  well.  He  knew 
more;  he  was  fully  aware  th%t  no  person  on  earth  could 
be  more  hostile  to  military  men  tluii  this  same  Mr;  John 
Randolph.  In  confirmation  ofthia,  I  will  read  an  extract 
from  one  of  his  speeches : 

'  *  I  own  a  natural  jealousy  of  miUtary  men— 4l  grows  out 
'  of  love  of  country — it  is  strtngtiiened  and  kept  dive  by 

<  tbe  multitude  of  examples  in  bisfory,  ancient  ami  mo- 

■  dem,  of  the  fiill     empires  and  ttie  revolution  of  States) 

■  tbe  misery  and  wretchedness  brought  upon  the  human 
'  race  by  the  ambition  and  pride  of  m^tarymen."  Vide 
speech  agwnst  Gen.  Wilkinson. 

"lam  willing  to  give  to  every  man  a  just  and  reasonable 
*  reward  for  lus  public  services,  both  in  pa;f  and  gratitude) 
'  but  the  milUary  character  is  so  i-orely  satisfied  with  any 

<  thing  less  than  direct  warship,  that  I  am  of  opinion — I 
'  always  was  f>f  the  Opinion,  we  could  not  be  too  watchful 

<  of  tbeas^rinfambitiunof  amilitaiycoinmaiider."  Same 
speech. 

No  man  in  the  nation  was  more  adverse  to  General 
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Jackson's  election  to  the  Premdency  than  Mr.  Randolph 
was  in  1832.  In  that  year,  he  said,  in  his  letter  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Charlotte — "The  election  of  General  Jackson  to 

*  the  Prendenqr  ii  not  to  be  dreaded,  uiteanin  no  event 

*  possibly  occur:  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 

*  not  yet  become  so  corrupted  as  to  cbiMise  a  man  of  mili- 

*  tary  talents  to  govern  the  national  councils,  in  opposi- 

*  tion  to  the  splendid  talents  of  Mr.  Crawfovd,  or  instead 

*  of  any  other  g^ood  man  in  the  country.*'  See  letter  to 
thepeople  of  Charlotte,  1833. 

The  advancement  of  Mr.  Adanu  to  the  last  President 
awakened  all  hisaidmonty  anjnst  that  gentleman  and  his 
venerated  fiither.  He  therefore  attached  himself  to  the 
party  of  General  Jackson,  and  especially  to  that  gentle> 
man)  not  from  esteem,  respect,  or  friendship — not  from 
lus  qualities  as  a  man,  a  hero,  or  a  statesman — but  as  the 
only  instrument  by  which  he  could  exclude  Mr.  Adams 
ftom  a  second  Presidential  term. 

•*Party,  like  calamity,  brings  men  into  company  witli 
strange  bedfellows.'*  Mr.  Uuidolph  soon  found  himself 
unpleasantly  lodged;  and  before  the  ndddle  of  February, 
1829,  he  said  emphatically,  <'I  do  not  attend  the  inaug\i- 
, ration;  marktliat,  air!"  He  left  the  city  before  that  evctit; 
but  not  until,  as  rumor,  the  untirinr  herald  of  distinguish- 
ed personages,  announced  that  he  had  dehrered  his  omi- 
nous pretliction.  What  was  it?  **Never»  ur,  never  will 
the  American  purple  agun  Ml  on  die  shoulders  of  a 
gentleman." 

I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  the  Secretary  regarded 
tiiis  prediction  as  literally  excluding  him  from  ^e  succes- 
sion; but  could  he  quietly  manage  his  "  State  affairs"  while 
such  a  man  was  at  Roanoke,  or  in  Vit^nia,  or  even  in  the 
United  States?  Sooner,  sir,  would  the  fax  ci-eep  into  the 
farm  yard  in  the  daytime,  or  curl  himself  down  to  sleep 
in  his  lair  while  he  snuflTed  the  himtsman,  or  heard  the 
hounds  in  tlie  southwest  breeze  of  the  morning.  Did  he 
not  quiver  at  the  mere  name  of  this  Warwick,  this  ktng- 
killert  and  king-maker;  this  John  Randolph,  who  had  set 
up  Presidents,  as  boys  set  up  nitte-plns,  to  knock  them 
down  again?  Such  a  man,  the  Secretary  knew,  could  not 
be,  for  he  never  had  been,  quiet  under  any  administration. 
He  hod  not  been  satisiled  with  tlie  administration  of  Jef- 
ferson, of  Madison,  of  Monroe;  could  lie  be  satisfied  with 
this — —God  only  knows  whose  administration  it  is. 

Sir,  the  Secrotaty  has  waylaidi  entrapped,  caught,  ex. 
ported,  exiled,  and  sent  this  man  to  plough  the  four 
acres,  at  a  distance  of  lour  thousand  miles  from  his  own 
patrimonial  fields  and  trees.  The  g^rcat  object  of  Mr. 
Van  Burcn  has  been  to  get  liim  out  of  his  way — to  send 
him  abroad.  As  a  minister,  he  knew  lie  could  do  nothing 
—he  expected — he  intended  he  should  do  nothing— de- 
ser^-e  nothing — receive  nothing,  but  the  ridicule  of  lill 
other  nations,  the  pitj'  of  his  own,  and  the  contempt  of 
the  Secretary  himself  and  his  partisans. 

This  heartless  politician  has,  to  render  this  tremendous 
adversary  powerless  at  home,  lured  him  from  his  indepen- 
dence, the  boast  and  glory  of  his  manhood,  to  an  old  age 
offoreigTi  surveillance;  to  come  home  soiled  and  spat- 
tered to  die  very  eyes  in  treasury  dirt;  to  shrink  into  re- 
tirement and  insignificance;  and  be  like  Piso>  returned 
from  the  inglorious  administration  of  his  Macedonian  pro- 
vince. Shall  we,  aWs  m  ud  of  these  schemes  of  the  Seere- 
tar>',  Riul  to  put  hint  ill  a  condition  of  quiet  machination 
agaiuHt  the  laws,  the  constitution,  and  the  great  interests 
ot  this  iiatioJi,  appropriate  this  money,  and  thereby  legal- 
ize and  sustain  this  measure  ?  1  trust  in  God  we  shall  not- 
Pay  the  man,  if  you  please — for  going  out,  for  coming 
home — send  out  a  ship  of  war  for  him;  it  will  add,  per- 
haps, less  than  thirty  thousand  doUara  to  the  expenditure. 

him  have  his  nine  thousand  dollars  outfit— tlie  Presi- 
dentf  it  has  been  said,'  advanced  it  to  him  from  his  private 
purse — restore  it  to  him;  do  not  suffer  ourselves  to  be  in 
dvht  to  the  Chief  Mugistnite  of  the  tuition.    It  k  alf  a' 


bauble,  a  mere  child's  winsHc;  and  the  people  wilt  and 
must  pay  dearly  for  this  toy  of  theic  Secretary.  But  let- 
us  be  rid  of  it,  and  of  ttus  "  State  mis»on,"  of  its  memory; 
if  possible,  of  its  deep  and  mortifying  disgrace. 

If  this  course  betuen,  oar  rehitions  with  Roana  may 
be  redeemed,  restored,  and  placed  upon  a  safe  and  honor- 
able  fooUng.  If  no  one  else  will  do  it,  I  will  move  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  Of  the  Union, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  moving  an  appropriation  of  nine 
thousand  doUars  for  an  outfit*  and  nine  thousand  dollars 
for  a  first  year's  nhry,  to  enable  tiie  President  to  send 
out  to  Rus^  an  efficient  minon,  and  one  in  all  respects 
different  from  this  of  the  Secretary.  Por  never,  sir,  since 
the  revolution,  has  there  been  a  time  when  the  interests 
of  tlie  United  States  more  o^ntly  required  a  fair,  honor- 
able, and  dignified  representation  in  the  courts  of  Europe. 


FBI9.tr,  FiBSUABT  4. 

Mr.  TUCKER,  of  South  Carolina,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  lay  on  the  table  an  amendment  to  the  bill-yeater- 
day  reported  by  the  Committee  oo  Manufactures,  to  re- 
peal a  part  of  the  act  to  reduce  the  du^  ou  salt. 

If  adopted,  the  bill  will  read  as  foTlows: 

"  Be  tt  enacted,  S^c.  That  all  acts  and  clauses  of  acts  im- 
ponng  a  duty  on  salt,  be,  and  the  same  ore  hereby^  repeal- 
ed." 

DUTY  ON  SALT. 

The  House  then  resumed  die  eontidention  of  the  bin 
yesterday  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Manafacturea.  to 
increase  the  present  duty  on  salt  imported}  and  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  rejection  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  MAXWELL,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  having  prc- 
Eeiited  the  memorial  of  the  salt  manufacturers  of  Virginia, 
out  of  which  the  bill  had  arisen,  it  would,  fherefere,  not 
be  considered  unbecoming  in  him  to  detain  the  House  a 
few  momenta  w'l^  some  remai-ks  in  relation  to  tiie  sub- 
ject now  under  conuderation.  It  was  not  expected  by 
me,  said  he,  at  the  time  that  the  memorial  was  presented, 
that  any  legislation  would  arise  out  of  it,  further  than  that 
many  useful  facts  would  be  presented  thereby  to  the  Com- 
miltee  on  Manufactures,  which,  united  with  tlieir  know- 
ledge in  relation  to  this  subject,  would  enable  them  to 
present  to  this  House,  and  this  nation,  many  facts  which 
It  is  impevtant  slwuld  be  known,  in  retetion  to  the  rise, 
progress,  and  present  situation  of  tiie  salt  manufccturer  f>f 
the  United  States.  Nor  is  it  my  wish  now,  said  Mr.  M., 
that  the  duty  upon  salt  shall  be  either  augmented  or  di- 
minished during  die  present  session,  or  that  any  dispoK- 
tion  of  the  bill  sbaQ  be  made,  other  than  tiiat  it  be  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  priirted,  together  iritfi  the  report  of 
tiie  committee.  I  have  looked,  sud  Hr.  M..  into  thatre. 
port,  and  am  prepared  to  say  that  it  contains  useful  infor- 
mation in  rehttion  to  the  manufacture  of  the  indispensable 
article  of  salt— and  which  it  appears  to  me  that  those  who 
think  that  the  duty  should  be  entirely  repealed,  ou^t  to 
be  in  possession.  I  can  see  no  well  founded  objection  to 
laying  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  printing  the  report.  I 
trust  that  tlie  bill  wlU  not  be  rejected.  It  will  certainly 
not  b  e  contended  that  it  is  best  in  future  to  legistete  in  the 
dark  upon  a  BWtterof  somuch  interest  to  the  nation.  We 
have  had,  said  Mr.  M.,  a  bill  laid  upon  our  tables  from  a 
committee  ofthe  Senate,  to  repeal  the  duty  on  salt  entirely  ; 
and  one  from  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  cf  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  place  the  duty  at  fifteen 
cents  per  bushel:  this  fiiniishes  evidence  that  each  mem- 
ber ought  to  examine  the  subject  deliberately,  before  he 
acta  upon  a  matter  of  so  much  importance.  Some  gen- 
tlemen seem  not  to  be  disposed  to  search  for  infonn:itk>n 
upon  this  subject,  or  into  the  propriety  or  the  improprie- 
ty of  any  duty,  for  the  protection  of  the  domestic  manu- 
facturer of  salt,  but  dcnoance  all  duty,  by  crying  akvud 
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th«  imporUnce  of  htving  full  informition  upon  die  sub- 
ject, tnd  of  the jproprietjr  of  leg^iahting^  cautiously,  lett  the 
muiufacturer  of  American  talt  be  {inured,  and,  in  ctie  of 
war  with  a  foreign  nation,  the  same  eonsequenecg  result 
that  have  herettHore  taken  place. 

Some  gentlemen  tlunk  inibnnatioti  upon  this  subject  is 
nnnecesaary,  becaoae  all  encouragement  to  American  In- 
dnstry  and  domestic  manufactures  is  inexpe^ent  uid 


Mr.  Jefl*erson  in  1808  and  1816— the  opinion  of  Ur.  Ma- 
^son  in  1809  and  1818 — the  opinion  of  Mr.  Monroe  in 
1821  and  1833— and  the  opinion  of  the  present  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate, in  lus  last  message,  show  tiuit  to  encourage  the 
domestic  manu&ctorer  of  such  artidet  aa  are  essential  to 
the  independence  and  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  es- 
pecially those  which  are  indispensable  in  time  of  war,  is 
both  expedient  and  constitutiona].  Can  any  be  more'cs- 
aential  m  peace  or  war  than  BaU>  Is  it  not  as  necessary 
that  the  acudier  should  have  tns  salt  and  rations,  as  a  coat 
and  musket*  1  have  no  dUspoMtion  to  go  into  an  argument 
upon  the  queatioQ  irticther  die  duty  upon  salt  shouhl  be 
augmented  or  dimudahed.  I  have  onlj  to  say,  tiuit  I  be- 
lieve a  reaaanable  degree  of  encouragement  should  be 
pven  tbe  manu&eturera  of  salt  by  AeOovcramcnt,  to  en. 
abk  them  to  stand  against  foreign  competition,  to  render 
Vol.  VIL--39 


tbartt  is  a  war  tax.  Ttui  only  goes  to  prove  that  the 
course  which  I  now  advocate,  snould  adopted*  tliat 
such  gentlemen  mav  obtain  some  information  in  relation 
to  that  DUttter,  for  tMj  most  eertainhr  have  not  taken  the 
trouble  to  examine  into  the  history  of  the  salt  duty  of  the 
United  States.  The  duty  upon  salt  did  not  take  its  rise 
during  the  last  war,  but  is  coeval  with  the  legislation  of 
this  Government.  In  1789,  a  duty  of  six  cents  on  etch 
hushel  was  laid  on  forrign  salti  this  duty  being  considered 
insufficient  to  protect  the  domestic  manu&cturer,  in  1790 
the  duty  wu  augmented  to  twelve  cents  on  each  bushel 
in  1797,  the  du^  was  augmented  to  twentv  cents  upon  the 
bushel  of  foreign  salt,  and  has  continued  unifbmuy  from 
the  year  1790  until  the  bcginmng  of  the  last  monUi,  ex- 
cepting the  space  of  seven  years,  during  which  time  no 
duty  was  collected  upOn  foreign  salt.  I  would  suggest 
to  those  that  are  di^osed  to  give  no  encouragement  to 
the  domestic  manufacturer,  for  the  benefit  of  the  people, 
to  look  into  the  ^ce  which  the  people  had  to  pay  for 
salt  dnringthe  period  in  whioli  no  dn^  was  ctdlectedi  I 
think  that  thqr  will  find,  from  the  accounts  of  the  sales  ac- 
tually made,  that  peop^  piid  a  higher  price  for  their  aalt 
during  Uiess  seven  yean^  than  during  any  other  seven 
years  since  the  commencement  of  the  tiovemment  until 
the  present  time.  In  the  year  1813,  an  act  passed  fixinj 
the  duty  upon  foreign  salt  at  twenty  cants,  wnich  expire* 
under  a  limitation  contained  within  itself.  The  tax,  laid 
by  this  act,  may  be  called  a  war  tax.  But,  in  1816,  an  act 
passed  contimung  the  du^  at  twenhr  cents.  Wu  the  du^ 
laid  upon  fbreign  salt  in  1789, 1790,  1797,  and  1816,  war 
taxesf  It  may  be  said  that  the  tax  of  1816  was  to  enable 
the  Government  to  discharge  the  pubSc  debt  that  accrued 
in  consequence  of  the  war;  that,  in  addition  to  the  encou- 
ragement of  the  domestic  manufiurturcr  of  the  article,  I 
believe,  was  the  causeof  theactof  1816.  Those  whosup- 
pose  that  the  duty  upon  salt  ii  a  war  tax,  will  certainly 
i^^e  to  vote  against  uie  motion  to  reject  the  bill,  with  a! 
Tiew  that  it  may  be  Iftid  upon  the  table,  and  the  report 
printed,  in  (nder  that  they  may  obtain  more  correct  infor- 
mation in  relation  to  the  aalt  ou^.  All  I  wish,  said  Mr. 
M.,  is  information  upon  this  interesting  and  very  exciting 
subject.  The  amount  of  capital  vested  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  salt  in  tiie  United  States,  is  not  less  than  seven  mil- 
Uons  of  dtdltfs,  whieh,  together  with  the  ^fBcuhy  expe- 
rienced by  the  people  of  this  countiv  during  the  nst  war, 

in  .obtsamng  tiie  srtiele,  ou|^t  to  amnonirii  every  one  (rfl  ^^>osed  to  hud>and  it.   It  must  be  to  give  a  moral  efTect 


this  country  independent  of  foreign  nations,  and  to  ascer- 
tain what  measure  of  duty  should  he  laid  in  subsequent  le- 
Kidation  upon  this  subject.  I  consider  it  important  to  have 
the  fiicti  which  1  know,  from  anew  of  the  report,  it  con* 
tains.  I  cannot  subscribe  to  the  doctrine,  tliat  because  an 
article  is  indispensable,  wd  enters  into  the  daily  consump- 
tion of  every  mmtly,  that  for  this  reason  the  Government 
should  give  no  encouragement  to  tbe  American  enterprise 
that  attempts  to  increase  the  article  at  home.  It  appears 
to  me,  the  mOTe  essentially  necessary  an  article  ia  to  the 
people,  tiie  more  care  should  be  taken  that  a  wpply  of 
such  article  lAteuld  always  be  had  wifliout  bang  «pend- 
ent  upon  foreign  nations.  Let  us,  said  Mr.  M.,  have  the 
report  of  the  comnuttee  printed,  that  we  may  have  infor- 
mation upon  this  matter,  and  that  any  future  legislation 
upon  it  may  be  done  advisedly. 

Mr.  CHiLtON,  of  Kentucky,  without  renewing  Ms  op- 
pontion  of  yesterday  to  the  bill,  (which  oppontion  produc- 
ed the  question  of  rejection,}  and  with  a  view  to  termi- 
nate  a  debate  wtuch  must  be  itsetcs^  and  with  an  under* 
stan^ng  that  the  subject  shouU  not  be  called  up  again  at 
the  present  sesnon  of  Congresa,  moved  to  lay  toe  bill  and 
report  upon  the  table;  but  withdrew  tiie  motion  at  the  re- 
quest of 

Mr.  McCREERT,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  briefly  stated 
the  reasons  why,  though  he  had  been  uniformly  opposed 
to' the  reduction  of  the  duty  upon  sah,  he  should  vote  to 

get  rid  of  the  biH,  either  by  fejection  or  by  laying  it  upon 
le  table.  He  believed  that  the  discussion  oi  the  bill 
would  be  a  useless  consumption  of  time,  because  there 
was  no  probability  of  arriving  at  a  declnon  in  its  fitvorat 
the  present  rieasion.  Tliere  remained  now  but  about 
twentr-lhree  bnmness  days  of  the  s«nion,  and  a  vast  num> 
ber  of  bills  (some  of  them  important)  yet  remain  to  be  act- 
ed upon. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Geoi]gta,  objected  to  any  course, 
with  renrd  to  this  bill,  wtuch  should  leave  it  open  as  a 
subject  lor  connderation.  The  Rouse  had  been  assured 
by  the  genUeman  from  Virginia,  as  it  had  been  yesterday 
assured  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Manuftctures, 
that  he  did  not  wish  any  legislation  upon  the  subject  at  the 
present  session.  Why,  then,  Mr.  1'.  asked,  was  the  sub- 
ject introduced  here  at  all  ?  For  what  purpose  *  It  is  cer- 
tainly not  to  waste  the  small  remnant  of  time  yet  hanging 
on  our  handa,  s^  he,  when  all  ndes  of  the  House  seem 


to  the  proposition  in  the  bill;  to  .have  the  report  printed 
and  spread  over  the  countnr-^-and  for  what  purpoae* 
Why,  sir,  to  force  upon  us,  ifthCT  can,  an  increase  of  this 
duty.  He  regretted  to  hear  of  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  tablet  because  an  agreement  to  a  propoution  of 
that  aort  would  nve  aomethm^  of  character  to  the  gene- 
ral proportion  u  the  Comnuttee  on  Ibnufiuituret.  In 
the  sincerity  of  his  heart,  he  said,  he  wished  this  proposi- 


unconstitutional.  The  early  history  of  the  legislation  of  tion  to  pass'  off  without  being  tbe  cause  of  an  inovase  cf 
this  country  shows  b  different  view  of  this  matter.  The  the  present  excitement  in  tiie  Southern  country.  If  gen- 
opinion  of  General  Washington  in  1796 — the  opinion  of  tlemen  are  disposed  to  force  the  measure  upon  us,  how- 


ever,  said  Mr.  T.,  let  them  do  it  at  once — ^bring  up  the 
question,  and  decide  upon  it.  If  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
&ctures  do  not  think  proper  to  withdraw  the  propontion, 
let  the  bill  go  on  without  delay  to  a  final  decinon.  I  ob- 
ject to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  HATNES,  of  Georgia,  sud,  ifbe  believed  that  the 
present  diaeuswon  of  this  bill  would  lead  to  a  further  re- 
duction of  tbe  duty  on  salt,  he  should  not  object  to  it:  but- 
believing  that  the  consideration  of  the  bill  now  would  Irad 
to  notlu^  but  a  further  consumption  of  tiAe  in  debate,  ' 
hp  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  for  tiie  previous  question  was  not  seconded 
by  a  majority,  the  yeas  beii^  78,  the  nays  90. 

Mr.  STERIGERR,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  mored  to  lar 
the  Inll  on  the  tidile.  ' 
The  notion  was  declared  net  to  be  now  In  ocdcr,  the 
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question  of  rejection  having  been  renewed  by  Mr.  Thomp- 
flo^'s  objection  to  the  second  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr-  BLAIR,  of  South  CaroUns,  said  he  hoped  the  bill 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  for  repealing 
the  act  passed  at  the  last  seanaD,  redadng  the  duty  on 
Bait,  would  ncltlier  be  laid  on  Uie  table,  nor  faTorably  en- 
tertsuncd  by  the  House  in  any  sliape  wliatever.  The 
great  excitement  of  the  South,  and  particularly  of  that 
State  winch  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  was 
well  known  to  Congress  and  to  the  American  people.  The 
popular  indif'natioa  in  South  Carolina  a^nat  what  he  and 
the  people  oftliat  State  conndercd  the  iniquitous  and  un- 
coiistitutional  legislation  of  Congress  (especially  in  rela- 
tion to  the  tanft,)  was  almost  universal;  and  it  was  with 
difficulty  tht;y  hatl  been  restrained  from  adopting  mea- 
sures for  their  own  relief,  and  for  the  redress  of  their  own 
wrongs — much' pains  had  to  be  taken  to  defeat  the  call  of 
a  convention.    To  what  results  such  measures  would  have 
Icdj  he  would  not  now  Inquire,  even  if  it  were  possible  to 
ascertain  them;  ihcy  were  at  least  alarming,  and  tlie  con- 
templation of  them  disBgreetdile.    And*  after  what  had 
been  done  here  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  he  luul 
thought  the  call  of  a  convention,  or  any  action  whatever, 
on  the  part  of  South  Carolina,  unneceasarj-,  premature, 
and  hazardous.    He  had,  therefOTe,  di»counu;ed  every 
thing  of  tills  kind.    He  had  opposed  the  call  ofa  conven- 
tion, and  he  hcUcvcd  his  colleagues  wotdd  bear  him  out  in 
the  assertion,  that  he  had  contributed  very  much  to  the 
defeat  of  tliat  measure.    He  cl«med  no  merit  for  this; 
and  believed  he  would  not  subject  lumself  to  any  imputa- 
tioii  of  vanity  in  laaking  the  declantion,  because,  if  the 
present  proposition  succeeded,  he  should  regret  the  ad- 
vice he  had  given  to  his  constituents  during  tne  last  sum- 
mer and  fall.   He  had  told  the  people  at  home  that  things 
here  were  rapidly  changing  for  the  better.    Among  manv 
other  evidences  of  this  changci  he  had  ftdverted,  both 
verbally,  and  in  the  newspapers,  to  the  reduction  of  the 
duty  Oil  salt.    But  if,  instead  of  advancing  still  ftirtlier  to 
correct  ihc  evils  of  which  the  South  compuins — if,  instead 
of  going  on  with  the  reformation  of  the  tariff  system,  we 
r'ecc(.le,  and  undo  tlie  little  we  have  already  done,  he 
should  be  ashamed  to  meet  his  constituents.    He  should, 
with  pain  and  contrition,  have  to  acknowledge  that,  with 
the  best  intentions,  he  had  given  them,  peniaps,  wrong 
advice;  that  he  liad  been  deceived  htmself}  and  had,  in- 
nocently, held  out  to  tbem  delusive  hopes  and  &Uacious 
expectations.    He,  however,  was  not  di^Kued  to  argue 
tbe  matter  at  this  time.  He  took  it  for  granted  the  House 
would  reject  this  bill  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  He, 
therefore,  hoped  argument  against  it  was  unnecessary 
Besides,  his  feelings,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  were  too 
strong  to  authorize  him  to  run  the  hazard  (at  this  moment) 
ofsaynig  what  might  be  regarded  as  indecorous.  Cwi- 
dor,  however,  required,  and  an  imperative  duty  to  his 
GonstitucntB,'  to  himself,  and  to  the  House,  ciyoined  it 
upon  him  to  declare  thi^  if  this  proposition  aliould  suc- 
ceed, the  time  for  argument  will  have  passed  away. 

Mr.  HUNTLSGTON,  of  Connecticut,  said  that  the  only 
wish  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  he  believed,  was 
that  tliis  subject  should  be  placed  in  a  situation  to  be  ex- 
amined with  a  view  to  future  consideration.  To  do  tliis, 
tlie  committee  had  taken  no  extraordinary  course,  but  liad 
presented  a  report  stating  tlieir  views  of  it,  accompanied 
by  a  bilL  If,  without  czonuning  either  the  memorial  of 
the  manufacturers,  or  the  report  of  the  committee,  the 
House  should  decide  to  reject  the  bill,  it  would  certainly 
be  an  unusur^  proceeding,  to  say  the  least  of  it.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  motion  for  rejection  would  not 
pruvail.  With  a  view  to  enable  the  House  to  look  into 
this  memorial  from  a  most  rcspcctidjle  class  of  men  large- 
ly engaged  in  the  manu&cture  of  salt,  and  to  peruse  uie 
reportVlw  moved  to  postpone  the  furUiei-  coowlcratkm  of 
tlic  biU  to  this  day  two  weeks. 


Ur.  Wilde,  of  Georgia,  made  a  few  observalions 
aji^inst  the  postponement.  Whatever  was  the  diM>osition 
of  this  House,  he  thought  it  better  that  it  should  do  at 
once  what  it  is  disposed  to  do  ultimately. 

Mr.  MALLARY  rose  to  correct  an  iropresuon  on  the 
mind  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  altogether  erroneous, 
llicre  was  no  intention,  on  the  gart  of  tne  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  to  repeal  the  law  of  last  session.  He  en- 
tered into  a  statement  of  the  views  of  that  committee,  to 
show  the  motives  that  had  actuated  them  in  reportii^  tlie 
present  bill,  and  lefl  it  to  the  House  to  Uke  such  order 
on  the  subject  as  they  might  deem  proper. 

Mr.  NUCKOLLS  said:  It  will  be  recollected,  by  those 
members  of  the  House  with  whom'l  liave  bad  the  honor 
of  serving  on  this  floor  for  the  last  four  years,  that  I  have 
rarely  trespassed  on  their  patience,  nor  would  I  do  so 
now,  but  for  the  strong  feeling  and  deep  interest  which 
my  constituents,  in  common  with  myself,  have  on  this 
subject.  And  here«  sir,  pennit  me  to  remark,  that  I  dif- 
fer, widdy  differ,  from  ray  politicU  fricnd.%  of  tlie  South, 
ill  the  course  they  pursue  in  relation  to  this  bill.  They 
seem  inclined  to  avoid  cUscusuon,  by  rejecting  this  bill  on 
its  second  reading— before  it  has  undci^one  thatconddcr^ 
ation  its  importance  demands,  and  cveo  before  the  ac- 
companying report  haabeen  printed  for  our  examination. 
Sir,  this  is  too  nearly  allied  to  the  practice  which  has 
sprung  up  in  this  hall  within  the  last  three  years,  to  meet 
my  approbation.  What  is  tliat  practice?  Why,  «r,  to 
refuse  even  the  courteqr  of  «  consideration  to  many  of 
tlie  moat  interesting  topics  introduced  here  by  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people.  I  had  been  taught  (before 
my  acquiuntance  witn  it)  that  thb  was  a  deUberative  as- 
sembly, orafsnized  by  the  people,  to  hear,  consider,  dis- 
cuss, and  decide  upon  all  questions  aflecting  their  inte- 
rests, or  involving  their  hbcrty.  But,  «r,  is  this  true?.  Are 
we  thus  mindful  of  the'  rights  of  the  people,  and  of  the 
respect  due  to  those  whom  they  send  here  /  _  It  it  a  noto- 
rious fact,  that  there  is  an  organized  majority  in  this  House, 
whose  settled  practice  it  is  to  scout  from  these  walls  every 
proposition  looking  to  a  modiiication  of*  the  restrictive 
system}  thereby  virtually  refusing,  to  a  large  portion  <rf 
tne  American  people,  the  constitutional  right  of  exposing 
to  public  view  th«  grievances  under  wluch  they  kdior. 

Sir,  I  have  uniformly  opposed  every  thing  of  this  aortas 
being  pi^oscriptive  in  principle,  diarespectftd  to  the  Ame- 
rican people,  and  unbeconuiig  the  dignity  of  this  House. 
I  am  not  afrud  to  aubout  any  question  to  their  candid  and 
impartial  iudgioent,  wjiwi  it  diall  have  been  fully  and 
deliberately  act  before  them  by  the  debates  in  this  assem- 
bly, and  am  therefore  none  the  less  opposed  to  refusing 
this  bill  a  second  reading,  because  I  am  against  its  princi- 
ples and  iU  objects.  I  am  for  giving  every  question  a 
Uearing,  whether  for  or  against  me. 

Hr.  Speaker,  the  part  I  have  borne  among  tlie  people 
I  represent,  and  thuae  of  the  entire  SUte  m>m  which  I 
come,  has  been  sinular  to  that  of  my  colleague,  [Ur. 
Bli^ir,]  who  last  addressed  us.    Like  him,  I  sought  to  al- 
lay the  fer\-id  excitement  which  prevailed  mi  my  return 
among  them.  They  had  seen  and  felt,  with  the  sensibility 
of  enCghtened  freemen,  tliat  their  rights  were  invaded  by 
unjust  taxation,  and  themselves  insulted  by  your  refusal 
to  near  their  representatives.    Sir,  I  felt  in  iot  own  bo- 
som tlut  thm  was  ample  provocatiDn  for  all  tlua.  But, 
like  themselves,  1  was  devoted  to  the  Union,  and  ita  har- 
monious preservation.    I  exhorted  to  moderation,  for- 
bearance, and  a  reliance  on  the  justice  of  their  Northern 
and  Western  brethren.    I  alluded  to  the  modifications  of 
the  tariff  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  as  aS'onUng  evi- 
dence of  that  justice.    But,  ur,  respect  for  their  intelli- 
gence, and  my  own  self-respect,  would  not  pernut  me  to 
disguise  the  fact,  that  all  those  roodificaticms,  except  thai 
of  the  salt  duty,  were  but  adding  to  the  ctTective  strength 
and  fixed  character  of  the  tiystem.Df  which  they  con^Uin- 
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ed.  WeB,  Mr,  what  was  the  result?  Our  people  »re 
CTen  now  looking;  w;th  anxious  expectation,  to  this  bodj 
for  the  realization  of  these  predictions.  TiVhen,  therefore, 
the  bill  introduced  yesterday  hy  the  honorable  chairman 
[Mr.  MAtLARTj  wag  presented,  I  dissented  from  the  views 
of  my  honorable  colleagues,  [Mr.  Blah  and  Mr.  Tuck- 
E*,]  and  others,  in  this,  that,  whilst  thejr  desired  to  sup- 
press the  discussion  of  this  question,  with  the  new  of 
arming  the  exciteihcnt  growing  out  of  it,  I  am  decidedly 
in  fiiror  ofplaving  out  the  {^e — of  meeting  the  question 
fully  and  boldfy — of  discussing  it  calmly  and  deKberately, 
and  ascertaining  whether  my  assurances  to  my  constitu- 
ents are  to  be  realized.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  [Mr.  Thompson]  will  withdraw  liis 
opposition  to  tlie  second  reading  of  this  bill.  Let  the 
report  and  bill  be  referred  and  pnnted,  and,  after  time  for 
examination,  let  them  come  up  for  discussion.  Sir,  I  will 
Tote  at  any  time  for  taking  up  and  deciding  the  fete  of 
this  matter.  Tlie  "people  of  South  Carolina  are  in  great 
doubt  and  perplexiu-  on  this  subject^  they  have  been  as- 
sured that  relief  from  their  unconstitutional  burdens 
would  be  progressive;  but  i^  on  the  contrary,  our  course 
is  to  be  retroactive,  by  increasing  instead  of  diminialiing 
their  grieTanccs;  wc  desire  to  know  it,  in  order  that  we 
may  set  about  relieving  ourselves  from  tiiem,  "peaceably, 
if  we  can;  forcibly,  if  we  must.*' 

The  excessive  thity  heretofore  levied  on  foreign  salt 
constitutes,  in  the  domestic  manufacturer,  the  most  odious 
and  unjustifiable  monopoly  we  have  ever  been  called  on 
to  endure.  It  Is  an  article  necessary  to  the  consumption 
of  every  living  creature— the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich  are 
compelled  to  have  it  or  perish;  and  yet  a  few  wealthy  ma- 
nu&cturers  of  it  are  protected  in  making  it,  by  a  duly  of 
two  or  three  hundrea  per  cent,  collected  chiefly  from  the 
poor.  The  average  cost  of  Imported  salt  does  not  ex- 
ceed nine  cents  the  bushel,  and  I  am  informed  by  an  ho- 
norable gentleman  from  Virginia,  comlnjf  from  a  salt  dis- 
trict, that  it  can  be  made  there  for  eight  cents.  On  what 
principle,  then,  is  it,  that  We  are  to  pay  a  tax  so  dispro- 
portioned  to  the  original  cost? 

Sir,  I  have  learned,  fVom  high  authority,  tiiat  the  manu- 
facturers of  sal(,  where  it  docs  not  cost  more  than  eight 
to  ten  cents  to  make  it,  have  been  known  to  sell  it,  at 
tlicir  own  doors,  at  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  cents 
per  bushel  {  and  that,  as  they  proceeded  into  the  surround- 
mg  country,  the  price  was  increased  to  from  one  dollar 
and  twentv-ftve  cents  to  one  dollar  and  fifty  ccuU,  until 
their  article  bi  gan  to  meet  the  competition  of  foreign  salt; 
and  then  they  would  reduce  the  price  in  proportion  to 
the  competition,  until  they  came  down  to  nxty  cents,  and 
this,  too,  after  carrying  it  more  than  one  hundred  miles. 
But  it  is  not  my  intention  now  to  go  into  the  general  ques- 
tion; this  will  be  more  appropriate  when  the  subject  shall 
come  up,  after  the  bill  and  report  shall  Iiave  been  referred 
and  printed,  and  until  then  I  dismiss  it 

Mr.  Speaker,  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
fMr.  DoiinBiDSE,]  in  opposing  the  other  day  the  second 
reading  of  a  bill  introduced  by  my  friend  and  colleague, 
[Mr.  Davis,]  to  repeal  the  25th  section  of  the  judiciary 
act,  said  he  regarrted  the  bill  as  being  equally  import- 
ant, as  a  proposition  to  repeal  the  Union,  and  therefore 
he  could  not  consent  to  its  second  reading.  Sir,  I  will 
not  say  that  the  bill  presented  yesterday  by  tlie  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  [Mr.  Hallabt]  is  equivalent  to  a 
proposit'on  to  repeal  the  Union— but  when  we  conader 
the  strong  excitement  and  deep  sense  of  unconsUtutional 
oppression  which  pervades  the  entire  South,  and  take 
in  connexion  with  it  the  effort,  on  part  of  tlie  gentle- 
man, [Mr.  M-VLLAiir,]  to  extend  tliat  oppression,  it  is 
something  very  like  it.  But,  differing  from  the  gentle- 
man From  Vtrgiiiia  as  to  the  proper  course  on  such  tiyiDg 
occasions,  I  desire  to  meet  and  to  look  it  in  the  Ace.  Sir, 
the  people  speak  through  representatives  on  this  floor, 

N 


and  nothing  is  too  sacred  for  their  examination.  I  there- 
fore entreat  tlie  House,  and  particulariy  the  Southern 
portion,  to  withdraw  all  objection  to  the  second  reading, 
and  to  abstain  fhim  usingthisilliberal  weapon  of  defence, 
by  which  they  have  so  often  been  unkindly  scourged. 
We  shall  then  see  whether,  instead  of  the  duty  going 
down  to  ten  cents,  as  provided  by  the  law  oMSSO,  it  be 
fixed  at  fifteen,  and  thereby  an  earnest  ^ven  that  we  are 
to  expect  still  further  imposition.  Should  such  be  the 
ease,  I  can  but  fear  that,  in  the  future  history  of  this 
eountry,  and  in  its  influence  on  the  harmony  and  per- 
petuity of  our  Union,  the  sum  of  five  cents  on  salt  mity  be 
equally  important  with  three  cents  on  tea. 

When  Mr.  Nvcxolls  concluded,  the  SPEAKER  an- 
nounced that  the  allotted  hour  had  expired. 

Mr.  CAKSON,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  suspend 
the  rule«  that  the  conuderation  of  the  subject  mi^t  go 
on;  but  the  House  refused  to  suspend  die  rule. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe  was  read  the 
third  timej  and  the  question  being,  "  Shall  it  pass?" 

Mr.  CHILTON  called  for  tlie  yeas  and  nays  oq  the 
question,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House.  Being 
taken,  they  stood  as  follo«-si 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Arnold,  Bailey,  J.  S.  Baibour,  Bart- 
ley,  Bates,  Beekman,  Bell,  Brown,  Bucbanan,  Butman, 
Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Childs,  Coleman,  Condict,  Con- 
ner, Coulter,  Crockett,  Creighton,  Crocheron,  Crownin- 
shield,  Davenport,  John  Davis,  Deberry,  Denny,  De 
Witt,  Dickinson,  Doddridge,  Duncan,  Dwigbt,  Eager, 
Earll,  George  Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Ho- 
race Everett,  Fincli,  Forward,  Gilmore,  Gordon,  Green, 
Grennell,  GurU-v,  Hawking  Hemphill,  Hinds,  Hodge^ 
Holland,  Howard,  Hughes,  logersoll,  Thomas  Irwin,  Wil- 
liam W.  Ir^'in,  Jarvis,  Johns,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Ken- 
non,  Lent,  Mallary,  Hartindale,  Martin,  McCreery,  Mc- 
Duffie,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Monell,  Norton,  Nuck- 
olls, Overton,  Pearce,  Pettis,  Ramsey,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Rencbcr,  Richardson,  Rose,  Russel,  Scott^  WiUtam  B. 
Shepard,  Shields,  Semmes,  Sill,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Rich- 
ard Spencer,  Sterigere,  Staphens,  Strong,  Sutherlant^ 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Test,  Tracy,  Yarnum,  Verplanck, 
Washington,  Wayne,  Campbell  P.  White,  E.  D.  Wliite, 
Wilde,  Wilson,  Young.— 104. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Angel,  Archer,  Armstrong,  Noyes  Barber,  Barnwell, 
Uai-ringer,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borst, 
Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Gaboon,  Ctutndler,  Chilton»  Clu> 
borne.  Clay,  Clark,  Coke,  Cooper,  Cowles,  Craig,  Crane, 
Crawford,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Desha,  Draper,  Drayton, 
Ellsworth,  Findlay,  Foster,  Fry,  Gftither,  Hall,  Ualsey, 
Har^■ey,  llaynes,  Hofi'man,  Hubbard,  Hunt.  Huntitigton* 
Uu-ie,  Isaclcs,  Cave  Johnsoo,  Kinctud,  Perkins  King; 
Adam  Kingt  Lamar,  Lea,  J^eavitt,  X^ecopipte,  Letcher^ 
Lewis,  Loyall,  Lumpkin,  I^on,  Magee,  Marr,  Thomas 
Maxwell,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McCoy,  Uclntire,  Mulilenberg, 
Pierson,  Polk,  Potter,  Roane,  Sanford,  Aug.  H.  She^ 
perd,  William  L.  Storrs,  Swann,  Swift,  Wiley  Thomp- 
son, John  Thomson,  Ti  ezvant,  Tucker,  Vance,  Vinton, 
Weeks,  Whittlesey,  WiHiam^  Tance  88. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.'  MARTIN,  the  title  of  the  bill  was 
amended  to  read  as  follows:  **A  bill  to  provide  for  tite 
final  settlement  and  adjustment  of  the  various  clftinis  pre- 
ferred by  James  McHiroc  aninst  the  United  States." 

1'hc  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relef  of  William  Smitls 
administrator  of  Jolui  Taylor,  deceased,  w  read-lhe  third 
lime,  and  passed. 

SUSAN  DECATUR. 

UaDUFFIE  nibnuttcd  a  motion  that  the  HoHse  do 
now  take  up  tlie  bill  to  compensate  Su^n  Decatur,  widow 
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Ju3gt  Ptei^a  Trial.— The  Salt  Duty. 


[Fkb.  5,  1831. 


and  legal  representative  of  Obtain  Stephen  Decatur,  de- 
cease(£  et  al. 

Mr.  WU.IJAMS  said  that  this  waa  aa  good  a  time  as 
any  other  to  try  the  question  whether  the  House  meant 
to  consider  the  hill  at  the  present  session*  and  he  there- 
fore called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  queition  of  con- 
sideration. They  were  ordered  by  the  House,  and,  being 
taken,  stood— yeas  85,  nays  100. 

So  the  House  refused  to  couider  the  b3L 


Ur.  HIINT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  PubUe  Lands, 
to  which  was  recomnutted  the  bill  to  authorize  the  State 
of  Missouri  to  sell  the  lands  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools, 
a  seminary  of  leanun^  and  salt  springs,  in  that  State,  re- 
ported an  amendatory  bill)  which  was  twice  readi  and 
tiie  question  htaag  put  on  engroMin;  the  bill  for  a  tUrd 
reading, 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  obserred,  that,  on  hearing  the  bill 
read,  he  pereared  that  it  contained  a  prorision  to  which 
be  eouM  not  eonsenti  but  the  subject  presenting  itself 
suddenly,  he  was  not  prepared  at  this  moment  to  suggett 
a  remedy.  The  biU  provided  that  if  tlie  proceeds  of  these 
lands  should  prove  iasufficient  for  the  permanent  mainte- 
nance and  support  of  schools  throughout  the  State,  no 
part  atit  could  ever  be  applied.  Should  this  prove  to  be 
die  ease,  aud  Mr.  R.,  and  the  Kind  prove  inadequate  to 
tiie  Mitire  airport,  the  ■%ale  object  would  be  defeated, 
and,  of  eoune,  generationaBroula  die  in  ignorance.  This 
Mr.  R.  could  not  consent  tO]  and  to  allow  lumself  time  to 
prepare  an  amendment  to  tlie  section,  he  moved  to  post* 
pone  the  bill  till  Monday — whieh  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
lands,  reported  a  biH  explanMoiy  of  an  act  ft>r  Hie  relief 
of  the  oncen  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  Une  and  navy 
and  of  die  continental  army,  during  the  revolutionary  war, 
approved  the  30th  May.  ISSO;  which  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  W.  sud  it  was  of  importance  that  the  bill  Aould 
be  speedily  passed.  iS,  however,  any  gentleman  had  ob- 
jections to  its  passage  at  this  time,  he  vaa  willing  to  f»n- 
«ent  to  its  postponement  fbr  ■  short  time,  to  allow  of  an 
opportuni^  to  examine  its  provwons.  Mr.  W.  then  ex- 
plamedtbc  object  of  the  bill;  when  the  ftirtber  coniidera- 
tion  of  it  was  postponed  to  Wednesday  nest. 

JUDGE  FECK'S  TRIAL. 

Mr,  MAXWELL,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
on  Aeoountst  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  the  wit- 
nesses in  tiie  case  of  Judge  Peck,  attendbw  here  during 
the  last  wariDn,  accompanied  by  the  ftrilowmg-  reitdutiou: 

**Jte»olMd,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  authorized 
to  pay  to  the  witnesses  who  atteijded  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  in  the  case  of  Judge  Peck,  at  the 
last  session,  the  same  compensation  for  uieir  attendance 
and  nuleage,  reapectively,  as  haa  been  allowed  to  the 
witnesses  who  have  stteaded  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
at  the  preeent  sessioa,  deducting  therefrom  the  amount 
allowea  to  tb«m  at  the  last  session. 

Tlie  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

-     THE  SALT  DUTY. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  re- 
store the  duty  on  impwted  salt--the  qoatton  b«ng  on  the 
rejection  of  the  bill- 
Mr.  SUTHERLAND  roa^  and  mid  that  one  or  two  of 
his  coMeeguea  had,  in  the  conne  of  the  debate  upon  this 
bBl,  moved  that  the  bill  be  Ud  upon  the  tablet  and  hav- 
ing observed  tliat  the  Speaker  reftised  the  motion,  de- 
cl^ng  it  to  be  out  of  order,  pending  an  objection  to  the 
second  reading,  he  took  leave  to  say  that  he  respectfully 
apprehended  that,  from  the  reconled  decisions  of  the 
Ueoir,  tbe  rootioQ  ought  to  be  entctlUned  by  the  Cbur. 


He,  therefore,  with  a  view  of  meeting  this  question  of 
order,  moved  that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  pronounced  ttds  motion  not  to  be  ia 
ordert  wliereupon, 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  appealed  from  this  decision.  In 
suppm  of  his  course,  .Mr.  S.  observed,  that  he  meant  no 
disreKWct  to  the  Chair,  but  that  he  was  desirous  of 
knowmg  whetber  tlie  decisions  made  upon  motions  last 
year,  which  were  parallel  with  the  present  motion,  were 
to  be  overruled  by  the  Chair,  li  they  were  to  be  set 
ande,  be  was  an^ous  that  the  House  should  have  notice 
of  the  fact^  and,  at  the  q>ening  of  the  next  session  of 
Confess,  we  mighthave  the  point  stated  at  the  back  of 
the  journals,  where  all  matters  of  order  are  recorded 
For  if  the  subject  was  not  disturbed  in  the  way  he  sug. 
gested,  and  some  opinion  obtained  from  the  Chair,  the 
practice  of  the  first  session  of  this  Congress  would  appear 
from  the  journals  to  contradict  that  of  the  second  session. 
VIt.  S.  then  proceeded  to  ^ow  that  it  had  been  decided 
by  the  Speaker,  during  the  last  year,  that  the  motion  to 
lie  on  the  table  took  precedence  of  the  question  <*^hall 
the  bill  be  rejectedr*  and  cited  two  or  three  parallel 
cases  from  tiie  journals  of  the  last  session,  which  he  read 
and  commented  on  to  show  their  nmilarity  to  the  present 
case.    When  Mr.  S.  had  concluded. 

The  SPEAKER  rose,  and,  after  admitting  that  the  pre- 
sent deciuon  oftheChairwai  at  variance  wimtiiededsioBs 
of  the  last  sessira,  vlueh  had  been  cited,  proceeded  to 
explain  to  the  House  his  reasons  for  the  change.  It  wis, 
he  aud,  after  mature  reBection  on  the  formcV  practice, 
and  after  much  consultation  with  those  better  qualiSed 
than  himself  to  form  a  correct  judgment  on  the  question, 
that  he  had  come  to  the  concluuon  that  the  former  de- 
ciuens  were  erroneous)  and,  being  so  convinced,  his  du^ 
to  the  high  and  responsible  trust  reposed  in  mm  by  the 
House,  did  not  permit  any  fear  of  apparent  inconsistency 
to  prevent  his  lollowinguie  dictates  of  his  better  judg- 
ment. The  honorable  SrsAKsx  then  went  into  an  exami- 
nation and  expontion  of  the  rules  of  order  and  the  nature 
of  the  questions  before  the  House,  to  show  why  the 
former  practice  was  erroneous,  and  tiie  present  decision 
compatible  with  the  q>irit  of  the  rules,  with  their  true 
ap^cation  to  the  question,  and  with  the  reason  of  the 
case.    When  the  SnAKsn  took  his  teat, 

Mr.SUTHERLAND  again  rose,  and  observed,  a  greater 
man  than  either  of  us  on  parliamentary  practice  [meaning, 
it  is  presumed,  Mr.  Hatsell,]  has  said,  "it  ia  much  more 
material  that  there  should  be  a  rule  to  go  by^  than  what 
that  rule  is;"  wd  I  think  upon  that  ground  alone  the  old 
practice  might  well  be  sustained.  As  to  the  reasons 
addresKd  to  the  House  by  the  Snaxax,  with  aU  due 
deference  tothe  Chair,  Mr.  5.  thought  he  could  rea^y 
answer  them;  but  as  Hr.  Speaker  had  thou^t  proper  to 
change  his  opinion  on  the  subject,  he  felt  no  disposition 
to  urge  the  appeal  any  further,  and  therefore  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  said,  that,  in  accordance  with 
the  wishes  of  several  of  his  friends,  he  would  withdraw 
his  objection,  and  let  the  bill  proceed  to  a  aecond 
I'ndjng. 

The  bill  was  accordinglyreadthe  second  time. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  then  moved  tiut  the  bill  do  lie  on  the 
table,  and  the  motion  was  decided  in  the  affimative  by  the 
following  vote: 

[Mr.  BLAIR,  of  South  Carolina,  had  first  voted  in  the 
negative;  after  all  the  names  hadbeen  called,  he  observed 
that,  as  it  seemed  now  to  be  the  understanding  Uiat  the 
bill  should  be  hud  on  the  tdile,  not  to  be  taken  up  ag»n 
during  die  session,  he  would  change  his  former  vote  on 
thequestion,  and  now  vote  fOT  the  motion.] 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer, Armstrong,  Bailey, 
N.  Barber,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Barringer,  Bartley,  Bates, 
Baylor,  Beelunan,  Bell,  James  Blairi  John  Bl«r,  Bockee, 
Bmvt,  Brodhead.  Browi^  Butnan,  Gaboon,  Cambreleng, 
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Bo^fie  the  tmof  MaiAen.-~Sait  JUmvea  in  iZItnoM.— Aidtan  Affain. 


[H.  or  B. 


Canon,  Chuidlcr,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  Claf,  Clark,  Con- 
dlct,  Conner,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Ci^iE^,  Crane,  Crawford, 
Crockett,  Creightoiu  Croeheron,  Crowiunslueld,  Daven- 
port, John  Davii,  Deberry,  Denny,  Deaha,  D«  Witt, 
Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Draper,  Diright,  EUsvortii,  Oeor^ 
Evani*  Jo^ia  Erans,  Edwaid.  Everett,  Horace  Everett, 
Flndlay*  Finch,  Ford,  Forward,  Fry,  Gilmore,  Gordon, 
Grennell,  Gurlcy,  Hall,  Halsey,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hinda, 
Hodges,  Hoffman,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Hughes,  Hunt, 
Huntington,  Jhrie,  Ingertoll,  lacks,  Jt^na,  R.  H.  John- 
aoD,  Kendall,  Kennon,  Kincaid,PerkiitaKiag,Adam  H^ng, 
Leavitt,  Lccomptf,  Lent,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
MallarV,  Thomas  Maxwell,  Lewis  Maxweti,  McCreery, 
McDuffie,  Hclntire,  MGUert  Mitchell,  Monell,  Muhlenberg, 
Norton,  Orerton,  PattoD,  Pearce,  Pettis,  Piersoa,  Polk, 
Raim^,  Reed,  Bencher,  Bujiardaon,  Basse},  Sanford, 
Sc!ott,  IViltiam  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Semmes,  SiU,  Speight,  &.  Spencer,  R  Spencer, 
Standefcr,  Stephens,  Sterigcre,  H.  R.  Storrs,  WiUiam  L- 
Storrs,  Sutherland,  Swann,  Swift,  Taylor,  Test.  John 
Thomson,  Tucker,  Vamum,  Vei^nok,  Washington, 
Wayne,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  EdvArdD.  White,  WiUiaaii, 
Wilson,  Yancey,  Young. — 145. 

NAYS — Messrs.  ^ezander,  Allen,  Alston,  Angel, 
Barnwell,  Bouldin,  Campbell,  Childa,  Ooke,  Daniel,  W. 
R.  Davis,  Drayton,  Eager,  Earll,  Foster,  Gaither,  Ham- 
mons,  Harvey,  Thomas  Irwin.  WilHam  W.  Irvin,  Jarvis, 
-Care  Johnnn,  Lamar,  Lea,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Martindale, 
McCoy,  Nuckcdlfl,  Potter,  Boane,  Strong,  Taliaferro, 
Wiley  Thompson,  Tracy,  Trexvant,  Vanoe,  Vinton, 
fanpbellp.  White,  Wickliffe,  Wilde.— 41. 

BOOKS  FOR  THE  C8B  OF  MEMBERS. 

Hr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  aubnutted  the  following 
resolution: 

Booked,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  BeNesenta- 
tivea  be  directed  to  procure  two  hundred  aod  rixteon 
copies  of  the  debates  of  the  State  conventiom  on  the 
adoption  of  the  federal  constitution  in  17W,  one  copy  of 
which  to  be  delivered  to  each  membert  and  that  the 
Clerk  be  directed,  also,  to  have  preserved  for  each  mem- 
ber an  extra  copy  of  the  reports  of  Ctngresa,  at  each 
•esRon,  and  to  have  the  same  bound  in  a  strong,  cheap, 
ordinary  bindings  to  embrace  the  ptosmt  session,  and  to 
continue  in  future. 

In  support  of  the  restJution,  Mr.  JOHNSON  said  that, 
when  he  bad  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the  other  House,  he 
had  been  provided  mth  the  reports  ef  tlus  House,  and 
that  they  were  of  value  to  him-  He  had  an  opportunity 
to  read  them  in  the  recess,  and  they  therefore  oecame  of 
equal  Talue  to  his  coastitueats.  They  would  be  found  of 
vast  importance  to  nraibers  generally. 

With  regard  to  tbtf  other  portion  of  bis  resolution,  it 
provided  fertile  purchase  of  a  work  of  great  importance 
to  members,  in  the  discharge  of  th«r  public  duties.  The 
other  House  had  passed  a  resolution,  by  which  each  mem- 
ber of  it  had  been  fitrnished  with  auiopy  of  that  valuable 
work,  and  be  hoped  that  the  members  m  thii  House  would 
also  be  put  in  possession  of  it. 

Mr.  CHILTON  would  not '  coniuma  the  line  of  the 
House  in  debating  the  resolution;  tnrt  would  content  l^n- 
self  with  calting  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  adoption. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  asked  for  a  dinsion  of  the  question. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  the  resolution  was  one  Of  an 
obnoxious  character.  If  the  House  was  disposed  to  sanc- 
tion the  measure  at  all,  it  should  be  done  by  law.  Reso- 
lutions of  awmilar  ehaxMter  bid,  attbe  present  sesnon,. 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  library,  and  he 
hoped  ttiis  would  take  the  same  direotioa. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said  a  law  was  not  oecessaiy  in  this 
case— it  Itad  not  been  the  custom  or  priBtiee  bntiofore, 
and  heiaw  no  neeeaaty  for  it  Bow<   TK*  Smate  had  en- 


joyed the  benefit  of  the  work,  and  it  was  procured  with- 
out the  formality  of  a  Joint  resolution. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  WICKLIFPE,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  resolution,  it  was  referred  to  the  Library  Con^ 
ntuttee — ^yeas  75,  nays  62. 

SALT  RESERVES  IN  ILLINOIS. 

The  bill  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
reserved  for  the  use  of  salt  springs,  on  the  Vermillion 
river,  in  tiut  State,  wss  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
question  put  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  IRVIN,  of  Ohio,  supported  it. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  replied,  at  some  length,  to  the  ar 
mentf  urged  by  Mr.  DmaTTOir  agunat  the  right  <^ 
State  to  these  landsf  and  advocated  the  passage  of  the 
biU,  asameasure  calcalatedto  promote  the  interest  ofthd  * 
United  States,  as  much  as  that  of  the  State.  Re  said  the 
reservation  Was  all  timbered  land,  and  the  land  in  the 
vicinity  was  prurie;  that  the  sale  of  the  timber  was  ne- 
cessary for  the  improvement  of  the  country,  and  would 
cause  the  sale  of  a  much  larger  quantity  of  praiti^  which 
was  public  land.  He  believed  the  land  was  not  necessary 
to  support  the  salt  works;  the  sale  of  them  hud  been 
asked  K>r  by  the  Legislature,  and  he  knew  it  was  a  mea- 
sure greatly  desired  by  the  citizens  of  that  part  of  the 
SUte. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  the  bill  bad  undergone  a  tho- 
rough examination  by  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
and  that  committee  was  unanimous  in  the  opinion  tliat  the 
bill  should  pnss. 

After  some  further  conversation  between  Messrs. 
DRAYTON,  IRVIN,  of  Ohio,  WICKLIFFE,  DUNCAN, 
and  PETl'IS,  the  question  was  put  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  H.  Webb,  coming  up 
on  its  passage,  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  WILLIAMS, 
BATES,  DRAYTON,  and  CRAIG{  and  was  supported 
by  Messrs.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  WHITTLESEY, 
DUNCAN,  and  CONNER. 

[The  bill  provided  for  an  incresse  of  the  pension  of  the 
petitioner,  on  account  <^  increasing  disability  from  a 
wound  he  received  from  an  Indian,  while  canring  the 
mul  through  the  Indian  cotmtry.  It  was  opposed,  on  the 
ground  that  Congress  had  no  right  to  pennon  otiier  than 
those  who  were  wounded  in  the  militaiy  or  naval  service. 
Mr.  Cosiria,  to  show  that  Congress  had  passed  a  bill 
allowing  a  pension  in  a  nmUar  case,  read  the  law,  which 
granted  a  penaon  to  the  widow  and  representatives  of 
John  Heap,  who  was  killed  by  mkil  robbers,  while  ui  the 
act  of  carryingthe  mail.] 

The  question  being  put  on  the  passage  of  the  bil^  it 
was  rejected  by  a  rote  of  50  to  72. 

HOWSAT,  FlBBVaST  7. 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  memo- 
rial of  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Soutliampton,  in  tiie 
county  of  Hampshire,  and  State  of  Massachu^tts,  praying 
that  the  act  of  the  last  sesnon  of  Congress,  iiroviding  for 
an  exchange  of  lands'  with  certain  Indian  tribes,  and  for 
their  removal  and  permanent  settlement  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, may  be  repealed;  that  treaties  made  with  the  In- 
dians, heretofore, '  may  be  inviolably  ybscrvctli  and  that 
the  said  Indians  may  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  lands,  and  in  all  the  rights  sticured  to  them  by  engage- 
ment! entered  into  between  the  said  Indians  and  the  Unit- 
ed  Stales.  Mr.  B.  (^served,  thit  he  had  long  Mx  it  to 
be  tile  duty  of  the  House  to  consider  theall-important  sub- 
ject of  this  memorial.  He  should,  himself,  by  way  of  resolu- 
tion, hav&caUedthe  attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject, 
had  no  ouier  member  expressed  an  intention  of  dmng  so^ 
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ifit  liad  been  poi»ble,  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  to 
move  aresolution.  But  it  was  known  to  the  Chair,  that, 
for  MTeral  weeka  past,  there  bad  not  been  a  moment  when 
it  was  in  ordrr  to  more  a  resolutiDn.  A  petition  from  a 
very  respectable  community  intbe  State  which  he  had  the 
honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  had  been  placed  in  his  hands. 
By  the  riues  of  the  House,  a  petition  cannot  be  debated 
on  the  day  on  which  it  is  presented,  but  must  lie  on  the 
table  one  day.  As  petitions  are  received  only  one  day 
of  tbc  wech^  on  Mondays,  Mr.  E.  observed  tut  Uie  me- 
morial which  he  presented  must,  under  thete  rules,  lie  on 
tlie  table  till  that  day,  and  then  cune  up  as  the  unfinished 
business  of  petitions.  He  begj^d  leave,  therefore,  in  pre- 
senting this  petition,  to  gpv«  notice  that,  when  it  should 
come  up  on  Monday  next,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  ask 
the  attention  of  tlie  House  to  the  very  important  question 
of  protecting  the  Indian  tribes  in  the  possessionsandn^ta 
secured  to  tliem  by  treaty  ^nd  the  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  BOULUIN,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  petition  of 
a  iiuiitber  of  his  constituents,  pmyinjf  aid  from  Congress 
for  the  Colonization  Society,  to  which  lie  intimated  his 
own  disagreement  but  mov«d  that  it  be  printed)  wluch 
was  ordered. 

THE  SALT  REPORT. 

Mr.  MALLARY  moved  that  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  llaniifactures,  on  tlie  restoration  of  the  duty  on 
Imported  salt,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  [louse. 

Mr.  CHILTON  was  opposed  to  the  motion.  The  bill 
was  done  with  for  this  session,  by  the  consent  of  botli  ils 
friends  and  enemies,  and  ,he  was  in  favor  of  letting  the 
report  sleep  with  the  bill.  The  report  contu'ned  an  ex 
parte'argument  on  the  subject,  which  Mr.  0.  did  not  wish 
to  send  among'  the  people  with  even  tlits  indirect  sanction 
of  the  House.  The  country  was  now  in  a  stute  of  excite- 
ment, und.cvcvy  member  oug^it  to  be  willing  to  alluy  that 
excitement,  instead  of  sending  fortl)  what  would  t/nd  to 
increase  it.  However  untenable  the  argument  of  the  re- 
port— an  argument  so  fallacious  tliat  any  schoolboy  could 
answer  it— the  order  to  print  an  extra  number  would  give 
to  it  some  degree  of  importance.  The  report  was  pre- 
sumed to  be  tlie  production  of  an  individual  of  tlie  Com- 
mittee on  Manufaclures;  and  if  llie  practice  were  to  pre- 
vail, it  would  become  an  easy  nutter  for  any  member  of 
the  House  to  have  his  opinions  sent  forth  with  tills  sanc- 
tion, however  obnoxious  they  might  be  to  the  sense  of  the 
House.  If  gentlemen  desired  to  distribute  copies  of  tlic 
report,  let  tliemdo  tt  at  their  own  expense,  not  at  that  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  WILLLVHS  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  printing* 

on  the  table. 

Mr.  MALIAHY  requested  tliat  Mr.  W.  would  with- 
draw the  motion,  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  replying 
to  Mr.  CuiiTos's  remarks,  but  Mr.  W.  dccUned  yielding 
to  the  rcqui  tt. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  laying  tliis  motion  on  the 
t:i1}le,  and  was  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the  negative — 
yeas      nays  100. 

The  report  waa^then  ordered  to  he  printed. 

SURPLUS  REVKNUE. 

The  mo*.'.o:i  submitted  some  days  since  by  Mr.  Jabvis, 
to  print  six  thousand  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  appointed  on  so  much  of  the  Freskleiif  s 
message  as  relutes  to  tlie  surplus  revenue  of  the  Govern- 
ment, was  agKin  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  KKVLD  demanded  Uie  yeas  and  nays  on  tlic  qites- 
tton  of  lulopUng  the  rcsolatioQi  and  tluy  were  OKlered  by 
the  House. 

Ml'.  ^  AKCE  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  dielable. 


And,  on  this  motion.  Mr.  HAHHONS  demanded  tlw 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  VANCE,  then,  to  save  time  and  trouble,  witftdrew 
Ids  motion  to  lay  the  resc4ution  on  the  Ublet  and  tbe  ques- 
tion being  put  on  agreeing  to  tbe  resolution,  it  was  deter- 
mined ia  the  affirmative— yeas  100,  nayi  78. 

THE  JUDICIARY  REPORTS. 

The  House  having  taken  up  tbe  rescflution  submitted 
some  days  ago  by  Mr.  Wmrrl,  of  New  York,  to  print 
three  tfaoinand  idtUtional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Jodidary  in  Avor  of  reheahng  the  25th  sec- 
tion of  tlie  j  udiciary  act  of  1789,  togeuier  with  the  counter 
report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee — 

Air.  BUCHANAN  said  it  might  be  snpponed  that  be 
felt  some  interest  in  the  BDCcess  of  this  motion,  butmlly 
he  felt  none.  The  question  on  the  repeal  of  the  25tii 
section  had  been  settled  by  the  House — settled  to  Mr.  B.'s 
entire  satis&ctton.  This  deusion  had  gone  forth  to  the 
people,  and  he  saw  no  good  purpose  n  eould  answer  to 
send  the  two  arguments  of  tile  committee  l:^ging  after  it 
through  the  country.  He  was  therefore  opposed  to  print- 
ing any  additional  copies. 

Mr.  HAYNES,  of  Geoi^,  was  in  favor  of  prinGng  the 
extra  copies.  The  report  of  the  committee  contuned  a 
fair  expoution  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  25ih  sec- 
tiont  and  as  there  hod  been  no  opportunity  for  a  discus- 
sion of  the  subject  in  the  House,  he  wished  tiie  oigument 
of  the  comnuttee  to  be  extensively  disseminated.  No 
man,  Mr.  H.  sud,  was  more  attached  to  the  Union  of  the 
States  than  himselft  but  he  did  not  consider  the  propori- 
tion  to  repeal  the  section  as  any  attack  on  the  Union;  on 
the  contrary,  being  satisfied  that  the  oection  was  itself  un- 
constitutional, he  waa  in  frvor  of  its  repeal,  and  wished  the 
argument  of  the  committee  printed  fat  the  information 
the  people. 

Mr.  CH[LTON  moved  that  the  motion  be  laid  on  the 
table;  but  withdrew  his  motion  at  the  request  of  icToral 
gentlemen. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE,  of  Virginia,  remarked,  that  much 
had  been  said,  and  many  allu»ons  had  been  made  to  an 
exprcasion  of  his  on  a  former  occasion,  that  he  considered 
the  propoution  to  repeal  tbe  35th  section  of  the  juiKaaty 
act  as  equivalent  to  a  motion  to  dissolre  the  Union.  Such, 
said  Mr.  D.,  is  my  opinion.  It  is  my  ophtion,  and  I  hope 
no  angry  feelings  will  be  |)roduce<l  by  my  avowing  it. 
Althou^  I  entei-tarn  this  opinion,  I  was  willing  to  discuss 
the  bill,  and  it  was  no  fault  of  mine  that  it  was  not  discuss- 
ed. I  did  not  make  the  motion  to  I:^  the  bill  on  the  table, 
which  precluded  debate.  Mr.  D.  said  he  had  been  spoken 
to  by  several  gentlemen  to  support  the  printing  of  an  ad- 
ditional number  of  the  report,  &c. ;  and  although  the  re- 
port and  counter  report  hod  been  very  generally  publish- 
ed in  the  newspapers,  he  was  willing  to  order  the  extra 
■niimbcrj  indeed,  a  larger  number  than  that  proposed. 
I'hc  reports  were  important;  snd,  in  the  pamphlet  form, 
gentlemen  to  whom  they  were  sent,  would  be  more  likely 
to  preserve  them  for  their  own,  and  the  perusal  of  otliers. 
He,  tlierefore,  moved  to  amend  the  motion,  so  as  print  six 
thottaond  instnd  of  three  thousand  additional  copies. 

Mr.  GORDON,  of  Virginia,  said,  the  remark  of  his 
colleague,  as  to  the  character  oftlie  bill,  he  must  consider 
as  a  direct  reflection  on  the  committee  which  pcporti-d  it. 
And,  as  one  of  tliose  who  concHrred  in  the  report,  he 
must  protest  against  that  reflection.  When  a  committee 
of  tbc  HouM  hod  given  to  a  subject  the  calmest  and  ma- 
turest  invest^pition,  and  a  motitfn  is  made  to  print  their 
report,  a  gentteman  gets  up,  and,  in  a  tone  of  alarm,  de- 
nounces the  proporition  as  tantamount  to  a  motion  to  re- 
peal the  Unionj  And  this,  too,  from  a  gentleman  who« 
legal  character,  and  whose  standing  in  the  Housp,  gave 
his  opinions  loroe  control  over  the  opinions  of  others.  To 
aa  opinion  so  cmmeous  u*d  a  course  so  extraorifimry. 
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Mhasttrio  Mama. 


Mr.  Q.  could  not  Bubn^t  in  ailctice.  In  rejfanl  to  the 
Union  of  these  States,  Mr.  G.  said  he  viewed  it  as  tl»e  pal- 
hdium  of  our  hopes,  and  of  the  liberties  of  mankiml;  and 
he  feltas  stronr  an  attachment  to  it  as  hia  <»>lleague  could 
possibly  feel,  although  be  might  say  less  than  him  aboutit. 
As  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  25th  section  of  the  judi- 
tiatyact,tiasitnot,  Mr.  6.aakedt  been  mooted  frequently^ 
It  was  neither^  new  question*  nor  an  alarming  one.  Could 
it  be  new,  especially  to  a  Virginia  lawyerf  Does  the  gen- 
tleman not  know  that  the  Virginia  judiciary,  with  Ttoanc 
at  its  head,  had  solemnly  denied  the  constitutionality  of 
that  section?  Did  he  not  also  know  that  many  of  the 
leadingmen  of  the  State,  including  John  Taylor,  of  Caro- 
line, had  contended  that  tbe  section  was  unconstitutional* 
l>id  not  Georgia,  the  other  day,  by  her  Legislature,  deny 
the  conatitiitionality  of  the  ac^  and  order  her  Executive, 
with  all  her  powers,  to  repel  Its  enforcement  on  her?  Had 
not  Pennsylvania,  too,  declared  it  unconstitutional,  and 
reaistod  its  execution  *  Why,  then,  this  tone  of  alarm  and 
terror?  Why  the  call  for  the  previous  question,  to  sup- 
press debate  on  the  bill?  Why  shun  ito  discussion?  Mr. 
ti.  did  not  himself  desire  to  debate  it.  He  migiit  not  even 
have  deemed  this  a  proper  time  for  disturbing  the  qucs- 
tioof  but  he  saw  no^ne-  in  the  propontion  to  be  alarmed 
at  On  the  contrary,  I  declare  to  God,  excIumedKIr.  G., 
I  believe  nothing  would  tend  SD  much  to  compose  the  pre- 
sent  agitation  of  the  countrj',  and  allay  the  prevailing 
excitement,  as  the  repeal  of  that  portion  of  the  judicial')' 
act.  Mr  G.  alluded  to  the  case  of  Cohens,  by  which  tiie 
State  of  Vii^^nia  was  made  a  party  before  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  had  employed  distinguished  counsel  to  argue 
the  unconstttution^ty  of  the  uithority  claimed  by  the 
court;  and  ^vas4lroceeiding  to  make  some  fiirther  remarks, 
but  checked  himself,  as  he  did  not  wish,  he  said,  to  go 
into  the  merits  of  the  question. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  observed  that  his  colleague's  re- 
nmrks  about  tiie  previous  question,  and  about  the  sup- 
pression of  debate  on  the  bill,  did  not  apply  to  him 
He  hucl  not  moved  tiie  previous  question,  or  made  any 
other  motkm  which  would  preclude  debstte;  and,  as  for 
what  hb  colleague  thought  of  fats  opinions,  he  did  not 
care  a  tittle — not  a  tittle.  Mr.  D.  sud  he  had  not  been 
averse  to  debating  the  bilt{  but,  as  it  was  not  debated,  he 
was  in  hror  of  giving  the  greatest  possible  publicity  to 
the  arguments,  pro  and  cpn,  of  the  committee,  and  had, 
therefore,  moved  to  increase  the  aaiiU>er  of  nddiUonal  co- 
pies to  six  thousand. 

Here  the  expiratioa  of  the  hour  put  an  end  to  the  aub 
ject  for  this  day. 

MINISTER  TO  RUSSIA. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  general  appropriation  bill; 
the  question  being  on  toe  motion  of  Mr.  Stakbert, 
to  strike  from  the  bill  tbe  appropriation  for  a  soiary  to_ 
the  minister  to  Ruaua. 

Mr.  SURGES  continued  his  remarks^  cnnmenccd  on 
Thursday  laat,  and  occupied  an  hour  and  a  half  in  their 
conclunon.  [Thty  are  mserted  in  connexion  witli  the 
first  part  of  his  remarks.]    When  he  concluded, 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded 
it  to 

Mr,  CAMBRELENG,  who  said,  I  thankmy  friend  fi-om 
Virginia  for  tiis  courtesy  in  yielding  me  the  floor,  for  there 
iaiwttunffBO  disa^Keable,  Mr.  Speaker,  aaslumbering  on 
these  Bttle  animonties.  1  desire  no  lamp  to  barb  my  ar- 
rows, or  polish  my  weapons^no  nightly  errands  of  the 
imagination  to  tlie  commonplace  reservoir  of  antiquity — 
no  pleader's  brief  to  prompt  me  in  repljnng  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Rhode  Island.  I  congratulate  him,  air,  that,  af- 
ter tliree  weeks'  lutrd  study — two  days'  severe  and  labo- 
rious rhetoric,  and  with  the  fatiguing  aid  of  copious  notes, 
he  has,  at  last,  diachai^ed  lus  fire.  1  congratulate  the 
ItouK  (h>t  ita  ahming  antimpaliOBS  are  over.  More  than 


three  weeks  ^nce,  sir,  the  belligerent  heralds  abroad  tri' 
umphantly  announced  to  the  world  that  the  holy  cause  of 
calumny  would  be  vindicated  here,  and  that  a  dr«»dful 
vengeance  awaited  all  who  had  dared  to  rebuke  it.  We 
were  threatened,  sir,  with  volcanic  thunders — with  red 
liglitnings  and  streams  of  liquid  fire.  We  have  witnessed 
this  long  andcipated  eruption,  rir — the  danger  a  past — ^*he 
planets  still  roll  on  calmly  in  their  eternu  cirues;  even 
the  erratic  stranger  on  our  horizon  pursues  unmoved  his 
fiery  course — heaven  be  praised,  nr,  wc  are  still  alive,  and 
breathe. 

As  the  storm  is  over,  sir,  allow  me,  in  replying  to  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  to  notice  briefly  two  points 
of  a  graver  character.    It  is  the  untjucstionable  right  and 
duty  of  every  member  of  this  lionse  to  scrutinize  most 
severely  every  appropriation,  and  to  examine  most  tho- 
roughly every  prmciple  and  measure  of  this  administra- 
tion.   But,  sir,  gentlemen  must  pai-don  me  for  widely 
discriminating  between  a  dignified  contest  for  principle, 
and  a  mere  personal  war  against  individuals  occupying 
distinguished  public  filat'ons.    I  cannot  persuade  myself 
to  believe  that  there  is  any  party  in  tliis  House,  oi-  in  titis 
countrj',  who  would  seriously  desire  to  establish  the  ex- 
traordinary policy  and  principles  involved  in  the  motiou 
under  consideration.    I  cannot  believe  that  there  is  any 
gentleman  in  this  House,  or  out  of  it,  who  has  a  just  re- 
i^ard  for  his  countrj 's  Iionor,  who  would  deny  li  any  Ame- 
rican minister  abroad  the  privilege  of  temporary  absence 
from  his  diplomatic  station,  when  his  Iiealth  or  auy  other 
sufficient  cause  should  render  it  necessary.    Biit  surely, 
sir,  no  gentleman  can  seriously  dispute  the  right  of  a 
minister  to  leave  the  court  to  which  he  may  hare  been  as- 
signed, when  he  acts,  as  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Bsndulph, 
under  the  express  authority  of  the  Executive.    I  may, 
perhaps,  carry  my  notions  of  national  dignity  a  little  loo 
far,  sir;  but  I  should  contend  that,  with  or  without  such 
authority,  such  a  discretion  was  absolutely  necessary.  I 
shoulcf  lament,  indeed,'  sir,  if,  by  adopting  narrow  views 
of  public  policy,  we  should  denv  to  our  ministers  abroad 
a  cotu-icKy  which  is  demanded  from  us  bv  considemtions 
of  honor  and  humanity.    I  trust  that,  liowever  violent 
may  be  the  character  of  our  internal  wars,  the  wildest 
frenzy  of  party  excitement  will  never  drive  ua  into  mea- 
sures so  humihating  to  our  ministers,  degrading  to  our 
diplomatic  character,  and  so  effectually  calculated  to  lea- 
sen  the  dignity  of  our  country  in  tlie  eyes  of  the  world. 
But,  sir,  1  shall  not  waste  tlie  time  of  the  House  by 
gravely  arming  any  such  questions.    Th'.s  is  not  a  coil- 
test  for  principles  of  any  kind.    Tlie  sanguinary  current 
of  this  debate  manifests  too  clearly  its  aim  and  character. 
Gentlemen  may  shift  and  evade  the  question  as  they  may, 
it  is  a  mere  personal  war  against  the  diiitlnguish^d  indivi- 
dual who  happens  to  occupy  tlie  station  in  question.  The 
war  is  out  of  place,  and  altugctlicr  too  late.  Where  was  all 
this  afTcctfttion  of  a  pious  regard  for  the  public;,  interest — 
where  the  sleepless  vigilance  of  the  oppo»iion,  whea  the 
President  nominated  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  as  our 
minister  to  Russia?  Where  was  all  the  infuriate  aeal  of  party 
in  llic  Senate?  Why  was  the  unrclcntingspirit  of  revenge 
so  calm,  when  not  a  voice  was  heard  for  rejecting  this 
nomination?    Was  it  because  the  pcntlem.in  from  Virgi- 
nia was  then  here  to  defend  himself?  And  is  this  war  now 
commenced  beouRe  the  Atlantic  rolls  between  him  and 
h's  adversaries?   An  opposition  to  his  nomination  at  that 
time  in  the  Senate  *'oukI  have  been  at  least  more  appro- 
priate and  respectable  than  a  contemptible  attack  upon  a 
minister's  salarj',  as  a  mere  apologj' for  calumniating  "the 
individual,  and  to  gratify  the  most  pusillanimous  of  our  pas- 
sions. But  the  war,  sir,  is  in  perfect  keeping  witli  its  origin 
— it  is  a  war  of  revenge — all  weapons  are  deemed  honor- 
able, and  a  relentless  animosity  subdues  ever}'  impulse  of 
generosity  or  magiianiinity. 
I  regret,  nr,  tiut  (he  gentleman  from  lUiodc  I^nd 
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chould  have  nude  uiy  allumon,  in  %  debate  of  this  cbanc- 
ter,  to  the  ntemory  of  the  late  reprcseiitatlTe  from  lUincna. 
It  was  roughly  obtruded  upon  ui,  lur,  and  I  must  be  par- 
doned for  noticing  the  siwject  in  viy  manner.  I  little 
thought  there  was  any  frieod  the  bte  adminiitration 
bold  enoqgb  to  revive  our  recdleetlona  of  tliat  gentle- 
man's melancholy  late.  I  concur  entirety  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Rhodti  laland  in  hu  juat  tribute  to  his 
memory.  He  was  among  the  most  promising  members  of 
tliis  Hniwe— a  gentleman  of  talents  and  ambition — beloved 
by  his  friends,  and  admired  by  his  constituents.  In  an  evil 
hour  lie  was  tempted  to  violate  his  obligations  to  the  State 
he  represented,  snd  in  this  House  gave  the  vote  of  that 
State  to  the  late  President  of  the  United  States.  He  ap- 
pealed to  the  tribunal  he  had  offended,  but  a  judgment 
was  rendered  against  him.  Fi-om  that  hour  his  hopes  wi- 
thered, his  spirits  drooped — his  ambition  was  destroyed — 
he  fell  a  much  regretted  victim  to  the  late  Presidential 
etectipn.  It  became  our  duty,  iii  the  progress  of  our  in- 
vestigations in  the  Committee  on  BetreochiDent,  to  probe 
the  mysteries  of  the  various  departmentt  of  Government, 
and  to  disclose  man^  glaring  abuses  of  the  pabUc  confi- 
dence. We  discovered,  sir,  that  a  practice  had  grown 
«p  of  disburi'ng  moneys  without  appropriation* — of  liqui- 
dating accounts  without  law — in  short,  that  each  depart- 
ment had  its  litUe  legislation  of  its  own,  without  the  au- 
thority, co-operation,  or  knowledge  of  Congress.  Among 
the  djscloMurrs,  there  was  one  of  an  extraorcUnary  clta- 
racter.  It  was  discovered  that,  while  the  late  administra- 
tion had  pot  the  courage  to  confer  on  the  representative 
of  Illinois  an  office  corresponding  to  lus  talents,  and  to  the 
station  he  had  occupied  in  our  public  councils — while  they 
dared  not,  for  a  manifest  cause,  send  his  name,  coupled 
wiUi  an  oiHcc,  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  they 
had  resorted  U)  the  miserable  subterfuge  of  ginng  that 
gentleman  a  sifcrct  and  'poor  employn'ent»  under  a  vain 
hope  that  this  sln^lar  tianaaction  vould  Temun  forever 
wrapt  in  diplomatic  mystery.  "Hte  conmiittee  ftacertaioed, 
to  their  surpi-ise,  and  to  the  astonishment  of  the  whole 
nation,  that  a  fictiUous  mission  to  Cuba  had  been  created, 
and  that  the  late  representative  from  Illinois  had  received 
his  outfit  from  the  secret  service  fund.  .1  liad  notsuppo^d, 
sir,  that  there  w;is  one  friend  of  the  Ute  administration 
ao  imllscreet  or  daring  as  to  remind  tlie  nation  of  this  dark 
and  mysterious  affair.  We  liave  much  reason,  sir,  to  con- 
gratulate our  country  on  the  able  and  successful  services 
uf  tlie  present  administration;  batitnHUt  especially  de- 
serves the  approbation  of  all  for  tlie  frankness  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, itdioithful  adherence  tu  our  laws,  and  its  courage 
and  6rmnes3  in  encountering  and  arresting  every  violation 
of  the  constitution.  We  liuve  none  of  these  abuses  now, 
sir — no  disbursement  of  the  public  money  wiUiout  the 
express  sanction  of  law — no  Executive  le|^alatiuu — no 
^plomatlc  mystery. 

'n>c  course  of  this  debate,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  made  it 
my  duty  to  notice  some  lighter  matters.  I  have  no  deare, 
sir,  to  appear  in  this  House  in  the  character  of  a  satirist, 
with  my  bow  and  quiver.  Mine  is  the  humble  ambition 
to  be  classed  with  its  useful  members.  In  my  view,  tiie 
monuments  constructed  here  by  reason  and  jud^cnt, 
are  far  more  solid  and  durable  than  all  the  splenilid  but 
more  perisbable  dnqieries  of  the  imagination.  But,  what- 
ever may  be  our  taste  or  ambition,  sir,  whoever  appears 
here,  must  be  armed  at  oil  point^  and  must  expect  to 
encounter  antagonists  of  evety  duractcr.  We  are  some- 
times called  upon  to  engage  in  a  genUcmanly  tournament 
witii  men  of  principle,  honor,  and  talent;  but,  sir,  in  such 
»  generous  war,  liowcrerkcen  our  weapons,  we  leave  no 
stain  upon  the  blade.  If,  in  a  sudden  impulse,  or  by  an 
ungraceful  thrust,  we  should  wound  our  j^nerous  adver- 
sary, it  is  not  only  a  duty,  but  a  pleasure,  to  make  the 
**  amende  h/morai.'te."  Hut  if,  Mr.  speaker,  we  are  some- 
times dr.ven  to  the  hard  necessity  of  cDcounteri»c  adver- 


saries of  another  character — if,  in  defending  our  friciiilv 
we  arc  obliged  to  turn  indignantly  upon  some  paltry  trader 
m  low  calumnie*  with  a  "ush  of  scorpions,"  or  crush  the 
vampyre  with  a  slorm  of  invective — the  apology  is  then, 
sir,  not  due  to  the  offender,  but  to  ourwlvea. 

In  our  sUnnithea  snd  exeurHve  wars  here,  rir,  we  can- 
not choose  our  adversary,  nor  in  our  sports  select  our 
game.  The  gentleman  from  Khode  I«land  appears  to  have 
been  partieiSarly  fortunate  aa  a  sportsman.  lie  has  winged 
"  imperial  eagles,  towering  falcons,  cock  sparrows,  and 
mouung  owls"— ay,  and  old  mouse  rs,  too,  sir.  But,  Hr. 
Speaker,  weinay  sraoetimes  start  other  game—^  may, 
in  our  sldmudkes  here,  encounter  some  magnuinous  s^ 
versary — brave  and  genMtms  as  the  valiant  bound — Hm 
leader  of  tlie  pack — one  who  yelps  and  pursues  most 

loudly  and  fiercely  when  the  game  is  at  a  distance. 

Were  it  near,  ur— were  the  noble  stag  once  to  turn  his 
meteor  eye  upon  his  hunters — with  his  magnificent  antlers 
erect  and  threatening— •*  Tray,  Blancb,  and  Sweetheart," 
would  whine  and  skulk — and  even  the  leader  ofthe  pack, 
ay,  sir,  even  old  Jowler  would  growl  and  sneak  away. 

We  may  be  obliged  alto  to  contend  inth  some  of  a 
more  respectable  fam^ily;  though,  perhaps,  not  more  dis- 
tinguished for  courage  or  magnaninuty.  We  may  meet 
with  some  gentlemen  of  peculiar  patriotism  and  refined 
political  morality.  He  may  have  been,  as  a  partisan,  notori- 
ous for  his  v'ltuperations  against  Jefierson  and  Ma<£san — 
he  may  be  distinguished  as  the  calumniator  of  every  pro- 
minent member  Ma  party  uniformly  devoted  to  repubhcan 
principles  of  laovenunent,  and  of  every  man  in  any  man- 
ner distingiushcd  for  his  civil  or  military  services.'  Oat 
antagonist  may  be  some  partisan  patriot,  notorious  for  his 
hostuity  to  our  constitution  in  1798 — to  ourlawsin  1807 — 
to  our  country  in  the  war  of  1812.  Perhapok  sir,  he  nay 
be  an  outcast  of  some  ancient  and  forlorn  hope,  of  snne 
party  publicly  accused,  upon  luj^  and  cfistinguished 
authioti^,  of  plotting  treason  against  ^  UiuDtt  ia  our 
hde  war.  And,  sir,  it  may  be  the  peculiar  misfortune  of 
sueh  an  adversary — wjule  his  honorable  associates  repd 
the  charge  with  proud  indignntion — it  may  be  lus  sad  des- 
tiny to  be  lashed  to  die  car  of  his*accuser.  All  the  digiuty 
of  the  man  may  be  sunk  in  the  sycophancy  of  the  paraate. 
He  may  not  only  crouch  bene^h  the  lash,  but,  like  a 
poor  stave,  bend  his  bead  upon  the  footstool  of  hk  distin- 
goi^ed  accuser,  luig  his  chaiiu*  and  breathe  out  vows  of 
eternal  allenanee  ami  fidelitar. 

The  genueman  from  Rhode  Island  hat  witnessed  an  in- 
teresting age,  and  has  chronicled  many  revohitions  in  Uie 
political  wm-ld.  Re  may  yet  live  to  see  some  such  poor 
wreck  of  humanity  appearing  again  in  public  life — rege- 
nerated, recoincd,  and  restamped — fresh  from  the  great 
national  republican  mint.  But,  sir,  whenever  and  wher- 
ever he  may  appear,  he  will  be,  as  he  has  alwi^  has  been* 
the  unrelenting  foe  of  every  man  at  all  respected  for 
moral  dignity,  or  distinguished  for  patriotism.  To  sueh 
an  antagonist,  the  past  can  afford  no  coostdaticm — the 
future  no  hops — he  who  look^  back  on  the  wreck  of  bia 
political  fortunes  and  lus  withered  hopes,  with  the  bitter 
glance  of  despair,  can  look  forward  only  with  a  ptalignant 
eye— flushed  wiUj  revenge.  The  history  of  his  country 
affords  him  no  consolation,  save  in  the  recollection  of  that 
memorable  hour  of  our  national  calainities — the  hour  of 
his  triumph  and  the  patriot's  despair — when  intb  a  trea^ 
Bonable  joy  he  saw  the  flashes  of  our  burning  villages  in 
the  North—the  fires  of  Hampton  and  Havre  de  Grace— 
the  blaze  of  our  capitol— when  witli  treacherous  exulta-' 
tion  he  welcomed  the  arrival  of  ^n  invading  and  veterma 
army  on  our  Southern  frontier. 

The  hopeless  pditidan  turns  back  with  unnatural  de* 
light  to  that  awful  crias  in  our  national  affairs,  when 
every  American  forgot  the  little  animontirs  of  party,  and 
yielded  to  Uie  suhLmer  impulses  of  patriotismt  when  our 
bark  was  amidst  the  hreakjers,  and  the  sea  run  mountams 
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fai|^  t  when  some  of  the  erew  mutinied^  and  all  liope  seeoi* 

cd  to  be  lost!  The  treachtfroiu  mutineer,  sir,  the  unhappy 

▼ictim-of  despair  and  revenge  finda  aweet  oenaolation  in 

tradodng  that  patriotic  and  gdlant  erev,  who  att)od  by 

the  hdm^  and  breasted  and  WMtheted  tiie  storm.  But,  sir, 

the  BuUen  and-  devparing  aUen  tp  his  country's  honor  en< 

joys  his  subltmest  i^evenK  in  bitterly  calumniitine^  the 

Tenendile  and  gallant  chief  who  ruled  m  the  storm  of  bat* 

tie,  and  redeepied  our  lostfiopes — who  extinguislied  these 

Hidialhiwed  fires  upon  our  land,  and  waahed  out-the  dis- 
honorable stains  i^on  dux  soil,  with  the  blood  of  its  in- 
vaders.   The  gloomi''  and  desponding,  rictim  of  deqiair, 

broo^g  overnia  witbcffed  hqpes,  laa  nerer  paideoour 

CUef  Mi^aowte  for  destrqrinf  dl  tua  unbolf  and  atolu- 

tioos  plans,  hy  cloamg^the  cdaniitous  scenea  of  war  in  a 

blaxe.of  victtn^'.-  - 
If  it  were  no^  Vbr.  Speaker*  too  great  an  indi^ity  to 

the  honorable  members  of  this  House,  I  nu^  concur  with 

the  gentleman  IrtRn  Bhode  Nuid^  is  suppomig  it  posrible 

that  we  way  encounter  en  tUf  floor  aomo  member*  whose 
■only  title  to  respect  would b^  the  certificate  we  all  ei^oy 

of  the  confidence  of  our  constituenti.  We  might,  perhaps, 
be  obftgcd  to  eogu^  irith  aOme  gentleman  remarkable 
foe  bis  modesty,  Bel&resnect,  and  gentlemanly  rettnement 

Perchance,  some  disciplined  orator,  who  may  rise  in  this 
HoOse,  With  all  the  pomp  and  magnificence  of  a  Demof- 
thenes — wiUi  his-  little  libmry  scattered  around  him-s- 
tbreatening  us  with  a  speech  of  admirable  lUmensions. 
Bu^  with,  all  this  parade,  he  may  70^  mr,  cfiaappcnnt  him- 
self, and  reUAve  lue  apprdieosiona  of  hia  audienoe,  bv 
sinking,  exhausted,  and  broken  down,  under  tiie  exces- 
sire  weight  of  en  enormous  exordiuat.  To  ^oung  modesty 
and  talent  this  would  be  a  comity;  but,  sir,  it  is  nothing 
to  your  veteran  rhetorician.  Like  the  an^hibious  and 
Wilful  navigalws  of  the  pearl  fishery,  thoui^  they  may 
■ink  in  one  latitude,  they  rise  in  another,  fati  freighted 
with  all  the  treasures  of  the  deep.  80,  sir,  witli  your 
veteran  speech-aiakciv~-this  ill^ated  ezordiom  may,  after 
some  four,  five,  or  .ux  weeks*  severe  labor,  appear  in  all 
the  amplitude  of  a  p«mphlet,  corrected  and  revised  by  the 
author.  A.nd,  sir^  it  might  happen  that  diis  same  pain- 
phlet  may  contun-a  deliberate,  calumnious,  and  malicious 
libel  upon  some  pi<ominent  nismber  of  this  House— per- 
haps, my  honorable  and  distii^fuished  friend  from  Sout^ 
Carolina.  And,  w>,.we  n^it  find  a  gpnUeman  of  such 
r^ned  delicKcy,  and  of  so  nice  ft  sense  of  manly  honor, 
as  to  convey  to  my  hoixirable  friend  a  copy  of  this  same 
pamphlet,  with  its  malicious  libel,  throurii  the  medium  of 
the  post  office,  with  the  most  respectful  compliments  of 
the  author!  Now,. sir,  I  should  regret  to  imagine  it  pos- 
sible that  this  dignified  assembly  should  ever  m' disgraced 
by  die  presence  of  any  luch  refined  calumiuator.  Shonid 
k,  however,  ever  happMi,  I  cm  sOre  the  gentlemui  from 
Rhode  Island  would  Inment  with  mc  to  see  my  honw^ble 
friend  from  Soatt  Carolina  driven  ta  the  hard  necessity  of 
grappling  with  the  miserable  author  of  such  an  csorUium, 
pamphlet,  and  calumny.- 

But,  &Ir.  Speaker,  our  most  painful  duty  in  these  our 
porfiaraentary  wan  is  to  encounter  age.  Kot,  sir,  the 
venerable  sage  who  appears  amonfc  us  to  instruct  us  with 
his  counseJe-and  his  expetiencei  to  improve  our  omtmers, 
by  setting  us»  gentle  and.bland  examine  of  parliamentary, 
eeurte^';  to  win  our  esteem  and  to  command  our  reroeet 
and  admiratioa,  by  a  deportment  majestio  and  dignified. 
No,  nri  age,  in  that  \'cneraled  fiirm,  can  never  oe  en- 
countered but  with  feelings  of  profound  reverence  and 
respect — the  heart  leaps  to  do  it  homage.  But,  sir,. it 
may  be  Oiir  hwmlialbig  duty  to  encounter  it  in  another 
and  a  Lcia  digiufied  form.  It  may  appear  among  us,  sir,' 
with  its-  certificate  stamped  upon  its  forehead,  of  forty 
years' -hatd  sendee  in  tlte  Old  Bailey — it  may  triumphantly 
um-Qlitsdliilomafromtherenovnedcollegeof  St.  i3aie»*~ . 

it  may  rush  upon  us,  rccicleii  of  every  rule  of  proprie^,  ]tlerai)n  who  had  been  appointed  minister  to  Rusr«i  Bhoul^l 
Vot.  VII.  -40 
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every  principle  of  honor,  and  all  the  graces  of  gentlemanly 
decorum— it  may  run  wild  in  this  House,  flourishing  its 
.scalping  kmfe,  hurling'  its  tomahawk,  and  atattering  its 
poisonra  arrows  with  malignant  and  savsM  ferocity— jt 
aucy  shock  our  modes^,  by  Ctnnparing  itsdr  to  the  noUe 
bird  of  Jove — it  may  msiiltthe  patriotism  of  the  House, 
by  aasociating  itself  with  tiie  venerated  form  of  tbe'im* 
mortal  WaAington — nay,  «r,  it  may  violate  all  decency 
and  morality,,  and  blaspheme  eur  religion,  by  impioud^ 
assuming  the  holy  and  sublime  mantle  of  Uw  prophet  Eli- 
jah I  I  trust,  wr,  thit  age,  in  this  degenerate  .form,  luu 
never  appeared  among  ua— 1  hc^  no  such  original  wUl 
ever  disgrape  this  Hoiim~I  trust  it  is  "hut  fanoy** 
steteh."  .  Sbouldi  however,  suck  a  cabmity  ever  benll 
us,  lam  sure  the  .renttoman' from  Rhode  Island  will  coiv> 
cur  with  me  that  it  would  be  sacrQege — it  would  be  an 
insult  to  venenfble  age,  to  reverence  or  to-  spare  "  the 
chartered  libertine."  - 

Jtir.  Speaker,  my  task  is  finished.  I  engaged  in  tliis 
debate  from  a  bwd  neocsM^t  bnt,  nr,  it  is  ji  cbty  1  ahidt 
never  t^nk  from,  when  eallcd  upon  to  fseharge  the 
Obligations  of  ft-iendihip.  1  have  only  to  regret  Uie  ah- 
senoe  of  the  gentlemen  calumniated,  who  would  have 
defended  tbemselves  with  infinitely  greater  ability.  I  now 
resig^n,  sir,  most  cheerfully  resign,  all  the  honors  of  the 
rin^,  oil  the  vulgar  triumplia  of  the  fancy,  to  those  who 
habitually  indulge  that  exalted  ambition.  When  humbfe 
ambition,  sir,  is^-iven  by  a  hud  but  imperious  necessit^^ 
to  "  quit  Oio,  even  tenor  of  its  vw,**  to  f^tp^  with  ft 
Cribb  or  a  UoUneux,  the  severity  of  the  pumslunent  dlouU 
correspond  to  the  enormity  of  the  sacrifice.  In  rebuking 
calumny,  sir,  to  the  best  of  my  poor  «£ility,  I  have  not 
ruffled  a  feather  of  tiie- imperial  eagle,  <' towering  in  his 
pride  of  place."  No,  sir;  withered  be  the  arm  that  would 
harm  the  boFd  bird  that  sports  and  revels  in  .  the  purple 
cloud  of  war,  and  liglits,  with  a  triumphant  wing,  on  the 
standard  of  victory.  No,  nr;  the  arrow  watahnedftt  an 
ill-omened  foUowee  of  the  camp — at  th»  sable  bird  that 
hovers  over  and  lights  upon  the  field,  when  the  battle  is 
lost  and  won,  and  claws  111  the  gravea  of  the  brave  fbr  its 
dreadful  food.  The  vulture  iraged,  the  true  Bp<»t9inan 
pursues  such  game  no  further^  be  leaves  his  victim  to  rot 
upon  the  plain,  to  the  kind  care  of  its.  dusky  mourners, 
with  none  to  chaunt  its  requiem  but  myriads  of  cawing 
crows  and  croftUng  ravcna. 

Mr.-ALEXANI>£B  thefl  rose  to  addveis  tibe  Houses 
but  gave  way  for  a  motion  lo  atljomit;  and  then 
The  House  adjourned.  - 

*  TosiftAT,  FuBVAnx  fi.  . 

Mr.  BOtJLDlN  presented  the  petition  of  Inhabitants' of 
the  county  of  Buckingham,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  pray- 
ing that  the  aid  of  the  General  Government  mfly  be  ex- 
tended to  the  American  Colonization  Society,  either  by  a 
grant  of  mone;^-,  or  by  employing  a  part  of  the  naval  force 
in  transmitting  eougranti  to  tiie  cpmny  in  Africa;  Refer- 
red, 

MINTSTER  TO  HtTSSIA. 

The  House  having  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Staxbibi's- motion  to  strike  from  the  general  i^projma- 
tion  bill  the  appropriation  for  the  salary  of  the  minister  to 
Russia, 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  rose,  and  said  he  had  but  a  few  re- 
marks to  submit  upon  the  subject  now  before  the  House. 
He  could  wish  that  he  bad  none;  but  to  be  silent  at  this 
time,  would  be  crimuul  indeed.  Much  which  Itaa  been 
brought  into  this  discumion,  he  should  pu*  c^er  aa  un- 
worthy of  notice. 

He  regretted  that  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island, 
[Mr.  Ul'soks,]  after  having  commenced  and  continued  ft 
most  rirulent  attack  upon  the  .idminiltration,  and  the  gen- 
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iMTe  alwented  hiiaself  this  day  fnjm  the  Houw.  without 
mitiof  to  see  whether  mnj  thtttg  could  he  wd  in  tbeir 
defcoee.  u  ilktcd  by  biin»  there  hu  been  o  depar- 
ture iVom  the  original  question  under  eomidendont  Mr. 
A'  knew  of  no  one  more  dunj^eable  for  that  deputtire 
than  the  honorable  gentleman  liimself. 

It  was  not  witlwut  aome  degree  of  mortification,  Mr.  A. 
oonfeaaed,  that  be  hod  vitncMcd  the  course  vhicb  tbit 
debate  had  taken,  and  been  proaeeuted  on  the  part  of 
certain  gendcmai.  Re  ^  not  mean  to  follow  tiiem  in 
that  tirade  ofcoarae  abusr.  Tilification,  and  ridicule,  which 
thej  had  thought  proper  to  indulge  in,  leanng  them  to 
enioy  the  Ml  benefit  of  luch  panteminieB  as  haTe  been 
exhibited  upon  die  boards;  but  be  dioukl  treat  the  sub- 
ject in  general  u  it  deserved,  acrioualy,  and  phce  it  upon 
that  ground  where  it  oo^t  properly  to  rest.  Hie  gen- 
tleman from  Utode  lalaod  [Mr.  B.]  liufitmiahed  me  wiUi 
admoi^ory  counsel  upon  thia  subject,  of  which  1  sh^l 
claim  advantage,  when  he  said,  in  idhiHon  toanotiier  gen- 
tleman in  this  debate,  [Mr.  CiitaaxLEso,]  that  it  wu  the 
place,  and  not  the  man,  wtncli  gave  character  to  the  sen- 
timents uttered  upon  this  floor,  and  which  required  them 
to  be  noticed.  But  for  this  cons'deration,  the  gentle- 
man shouhl  hsTC  passed  by  me  "as  tlie  idle  wind  which  I 
respect  not," 

Mr.  Ai  could  but  lament  that  the  gentleman  should 
have  availed  bimaelf  of  thi»  flpporlunty  to  give  vent  to 
that  "teflty  homm'*  for  wMcb  he  is  ao  remarkablr,  at  an 
age  wlien  he  may  be  aaid  to  be  lookbw  to  another  world, 
**  where  dw  wicked  cease  from  trooUc,  and  the  weary 
are  at  restt"  and  I  concur  witli  my  c^eague,  [Mr  CoKS,] 
tiiat  it  voidd  hnve  been  far  more  becomii^,  had  lie  ob- 
served that  christian  virtue,  hi  nrthcr  forgiving  than  re- 
vlUng  the  fraihies  and  inflnqitiea  of  a  fellow-novtal.  It 
ia  true,  sir,  the  gentteman  has  disclaimed  lajfing  any  thing 
iiyuriow  to  the  reputation  of-  tbe  nuniiter  riuoad,  who 
has  been  made  tlie  aubject  of  lib  sarcasm)  for  he  well 
knew  that  was  beyond  die  reach  of  calumny^  or  tlie  venom 
of  a  vindictive  and  malignant  spirit)  while,  at  the  same 
tone,  he  haa  portrayal  him  in  such  cohwa,  that  none  can 
nriatake— applied  tohim the  most opprobriousterma  which 
n  diatempmd  imagination  eoald  aajpgest*  calculated  to 
affikot  hb  itanduig  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to  impair  the 
cinifidenee  of  tbe  people  in  the  power  thatappmnted  lum. 
What,  air,  is  a  picture,  a  painting,  acaricature^  leas  a  libel 
or  slander,  in  the  eye  of  tne  hiw,  becanae  it  hs^ent  not 
to  be  printed  or  spoken  ?  And  does  the  gentleman  mean 
to  pui^  himself  of  the  umtempt,  in  his  Icgiafauive  capa- 
city, by  saying  there  was  no  evil  intent  expressed?  I  sliall 
not  admit  tlic  plea,  but  hold  lum  re^onnole  to  ihe  law, 
as  it  is  writtent  for,  sir,  permit  me  here  to  say,  tlut  tliere 


which  I  take  upon  myself  here  to  say,  from  authority  not 
to  be  questioned,  are  without  any  foundation  in  truth  to 
sustain  them.  Hia  reception  w«a  mich  aa  became  the  cba< 
meter  of  a  gentleman,  and  the  dignity  of  the  Govemmrat 
which  he  repTeaented,  and,  upon  taking  Ie«re,  the  best 
fechiig  and  undetttanding  aubsisted  between  him  and  tbe 
official  minister. 

Ridicule,  sir,  in  the  bands  of  an  ingenious  and  dexteroos 
debater,  when  argument  &ils,  is,  we  all  know,  oue  of  the 
moat  powerful  weapons  that  can  bo  need  for  popular  effect) 
and  the  gentleman  tmdenlanda  perfecd^  veil  tbe  part 
that  be  is  pla^ingr,  if  he  be  content  to  sufler  in  diatestuna- 
tion  whic^  tiiia  House  and  the  nation  must  entntwi  for 
his' representative  character.  I  can  congratulate  tbe  ge»> 
tleman  upon  the  ud  wluch  he  lias  received  in  other  quar- 
ters of  the  House,  from  those  who'  may  well  desen-e  to 
rank  as  hia  noble  compeers  in  this  unholy  crusade  against 
fiur  fame  and  character. 

Oentlemen  have  said  much  of  coostrucGv-e  journeys  and 
constructive  rendences,. and  so  did  Tristram  Shandy  say 
much  of  noses  of  "radical  beat  and  radical  moisture,** 
whicli  may  be  as  well  understood  by  some  one  in  this  de- 
bate; and  there  is  jusl  aboot  tbe  same  difference  between 
tbe  case  in  point,  and  what  they  would  liave  one  believe 
ia  a.  constnictive  journey,  as  there  was  in  pwnt  of  aise 
between  the  noae  of  Tristram  and  the  famous  Slawken- 
bei^ur.  OentlMnen  aecm  radier  aenntive  upon  thia  aab- 
ject— all  ia  not  weU  with  them,  I  fear,  it  mn^  be,  dHwld 
tlie  bill  which  has  passed  this  House  regukting  the  mile- 
age of  members  of  Congress  fail  to  become  a  law,  thqr 
will  have  an  account  to  render  nearer  home  of  a  construc- 
tive journey— «  journey  performed  upon  the  peripherj-  of 
a  circle,  instead  of  tbe  diagonal  of  a  parallelogramj  and, 
like  the  bird  wheaalarmed  for  the  safety  of  its  own  braed, 
seek  to  decoy  the  enemy  in  pursuit  of  other  game.  Coi^ 
pond  Trim,  sir,  after  takoig  lus  position  on  die  floor,  with 
his  body  squared  well  to  the  front,  eccord'uig  to  the  line 
of  acienoe,  at  an  angle  of  eighty -five  and  a  half  degrees, 
always  began  reading,  "  with  tbe  moat  persuasive  angle  of 
incidence,  '  his  sermon  to  my  uncle  Toby»  by  first  sayioi^, 
**  for  we  trust  we  have  a  good  conscience." 

There  ia  no  meeting  gentlemen  upon  a  theatre  of  tlua 
sort,  unlem  one  descenw  to  an  arena,  and  do  there  con- 
tend  with  mcih— 

*  **  Burn  t«  Tcs  a  Siui>, 

With  vraagliitB  talniU,  lwnnt-4  Ibr  KhiI  ikhMc.' 

Mr.  A.  aaid  he  had  no  asperity  of  feeling;  no  antipathies 
to  indulge  in  agahist  any  one,  cither  in  this  House  or  out 
of  It.  Ue  did  not  wirii  to  wac  i^nst  the  living,  muck 
less  the  dead,  the  aged,  or  the  infirm!  But  he  hoped  he 
diould  be  pardoned  for  attcmptii^  to  rescue  the  reputn* 


is  notlung  which  tends  ao  mucli  to  injure  the  chamcter  of  tkm  of  an  absent  gentleman  from  the  fiuioa  as  it  wne  of 


our  eountiT  with  fot-eifpi  nations,  as  the  scurrilous  publi- 
cations ana  vile  aspersions  with  which  the  public  presses 
teem,  unless  it  be  persons  liigh  in  official  stations  at  home 
and  abroad,  who  mulign  and  disparage  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  the  Union.  'iTie  design  and  effect  of  the  piiilip 
pic  wliich  we  have  heard,  cannot  be  misunderstood.  It 
IB  intended  to  destroy,  if  possible,  the  uiefolneu  of  the 
mimster,  ih  accomplishing  the  objects  of  bis  misaion.  KIse 
why  thMe  extracts,  taken  from  ue  speeches  said  to  have 
been  delivered  by  him  ixMne  yesra  aince,  and  read  by  the 
gentleman  from  Htiode  Islaod,  [Mr.  B.}  unless  with  the 
view  to  preju^ce  him  snd  the  administration  at  the  court 
to  which  he  has  been  lent?  Even  admitting  all  that  he  ia 
represented  aatayinr  respeetiiig  the  Ilussian  dynasty,  it 
is  a  matter  of  history  known  to  the  public,  and  about  which 
be  had  a  right  to  sneiJc. 

The  kvnUeman  has  been  pleaaed  to  allude  to  the  recep- 
tion and  conduct  of  the  minister  at  the  court  of  Bt.  Peters- 
burg, in  mcli  a  way  as  to  have  associated  himself  with  the 
miserable  slangs  and  vile  shndert  fhbricated  nnd  eh^i- 
'  litcd  bjr  ccrtMn  prcsscf  for  party  kiitl  poHUcal  purpoacis 


vtpei'S,  who  were  is  hungry  aa  deaths  uid  uurdentii^  as 
the  mve.*» 

After  the  explanation  that  was  given  by  my  colleague, 
lUr.  AacBBB,]  who  entered  early  upon  this  debate,  i  had 
hoped  that  tile  question  raised  by  the  mover  would  have 
been  decided  ai  once  by  the  House.  If  he  supposed  in 
this  way  to  assaS  (he  reputation  of  the  miiuster^  wthrei^ 
him.  Under  iMilor  of  friendahip,  tbe  administration,  vhie^ 
must  share  in  some  degree  the  reaponailnlity  of  the  mis- 
MOn,  he  has  wholly  faucd  of  hispurpoae.  And  after  die 
manifestation  which  tbe  gentleman  gave  on  a  former  oc- 
casion of  the- kind  of  friendahip  be  bore  to  it,  none  will 
envy  him  a  distinction  wluch  he  mav  claim  cxcluavrly  his 
own.  What,  sir,  are  we  to  be  told,  and  the  nation,  tos^ 
and  that  upon  the  authorift  of  the  Hre&deott^  tbe  United 
States,  that  we  have  no  minister  to  the  court  of  8t.  Peteri- 
burg,  when  it  is  well  known,  that  a  gentleman  was  regu- 
larly nominated  at  the  last  session  of  CongrciH,  and  con- 
jinned,  if  not  unan'mouily,  without  e>-en  a  division  by  tlte 
Senate?  The  genUemaii  from  Georgia  [Mr. 
hAs  well  dtstingiii^ted  between  tlic  mon^l  and  iwlit'Ciu 
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cFTect  vrluch  auch  »  de.cUntion  gmng  forth  to  the  public 
■hould  have,  vlien  accompanied  with  the  peculiar  circum- 
■tances  of  the  cue  in  qucBtion. 

But,  the  gvntlenuii  from  Rhode  Island,  [Ur.  B.} 
it  .  is  the  illegality  of  the  meuure  to  whioK  we  objeot. 
And  when  was  he  ever  known  to  nise  his  voice  aguut 
the  iUe^ity  or  laconitittttknMlily  of  any  measure  before^ 
I  hold  it  not  proper  ia  ihift  House  ^ov  to  disapprovo  the 
nus^n  as  ati  act  of  original  creation,  by  withholdiiig  the 
afipropriation  neeesiiary  to  carry  it  into  execution,  l^e 
abjection,  if  valid  at  all,  should  have  been  ur^d  at  the 
time  of  tlie  appinntinent»  and  not  when  a  moral  obligatiou 
has  arisen  on  tiie  part  of  this  House  to  carry  into  effect  the 
Execntive  will.  Ia  this  way,  yon  may  control  an^  coun- 
teract the  most  important  function  of  the  ExecutiTe  branch, 
which  was  intended  be  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
Legislative  Departm^tit.  I  shall  not  pretend  to  way  that 
it  would  not  be  the  duty  of  this  £(ou9C  to.  intt-rpose  tte 
auUiority,  and  prevent  an  improper.or  mischievous  mis- 
sion, such  ns  the  Punamat  but  then  the  exertion  of  power 
^oukl  go'direcdy  to  the  mission  itself,  and  not  to  any  per- 
sonal objection  which  we  may  have  to  the  minister)  that 
is  a  matter  belonging  exclusively  to  the  Executive  wiU. 
The  gentleman  has  also  fiiilcd  in  his  anal<^,  by  compar- 
ing ttus  wHh  the  case  of  Mr,  Cook,  who  was  appointed 
by  the  late  administration,  at  a  time  when  he  was  physi- 
cally and  meotaUy  unable  to  undertake  any  business,  to  go 
toCuba — for  what,  uobody  knew — merely  touched  there — 
pocketed  a  sura  of  the  secret-service  money  of  the  Go- 
verument— to  what  amouatf  1  IfeUevr,  was  never  asccr- 
tainedr-^went  home,  and  died. 

The  gentleman  from  Uhode  Island  [HIt.  Bomexs]  has, 
however,  wisely  discovered  that  this  misrion  is  contrary 
to  the  laws  <^ nation^  and,  ttierefore,  void;  uid  how  does 
he  prove  it?  By  attempting  to  show,  with  a  kind  of  spe- 
cious reasoiuDg,  that  the  nunister  has  divested  himself  of 
his  ri^its  and  privileges*  in  taking  up  his  reridence  for  a 
time  m  a  couirtry  beyond  the  control  of  the  Government 
to  widch  he  has  been  sent,  when  there  is  not  a  single  au- 
thority in  the  - whole  code,  respecting  the  character  of 
ninislen,  going  to  sustain  the  position.  The  argument 
winch  has  been  presented  to  the  House,  might  with  much 
more  proprie^  have  been  addressed  to  the  EmperOr  of 
Buaria,  to  prevent  his  accrediting  the  minister,  if  there  be 
may  font  in  it  But,  unfortunately  forthcgentlenuuii  the 
Emperor  disagnees  witii  him  in  his  view  of  the  law  of  no^ 
lions,  and  has  not  only  received  and  accredited  theminia- 
ter,  but  permitted  him  to  retire  to  another  kingdom  and 
carry  en  bis  twgotiation.  The  same  rights,  immunities, 
and  independence,  which  belong  to  tlie  cbsractcr  of  min- 
isters travelling  to  mnd  from  one  court  to  another, 
through  the  domiuons  of  different  sovereigns^  still  fallow 
him;  and  it  will  be  time  enough,  when  these  are  violated, 
to  consider  tlifi  question  which  has  been  raised  in  this  <le- 
birte.  1^  however,  tlie  law  of  nations  should  prove  inade- 
({uate  for  tlm  purpoae,  the  n^iriater,  witli  the  ud  of  the 
irunietpal  aatiMriucs,  wherever  he  may  be,  will  be  id>Ie  to 
take  care  of  himself]  and,  If  no^  I  can  assure  the  gentle- 
rashf  be  will  never  ask  protection  at  his  hands;  that 
would  be,  as  the  law  has  it,  eomrmUtrt  agmtm  Ji^. 

The  gentleman  is  equally  unfortunate  !n  the  authorities 
adduced  to  prove  that  the  commisrion  of  tiie  minister  is 
at  an  end.  The'  object  for  which  he  «'aa  sent  abroad  has 
not  been  accwnpUshecli  neither  has  he  been  recalled,  nor 
sent  home,  or  aoy  where  else,  except  with  the  permisuon 
<if  hit  own  Government,  the  court  of  Uusna,  and  hia  own 
free  will.  The  term  elsewhere,  as  used,  and  upon  which 
the  gentleman  mainly  relies  his  argument,  can  only  mean 
when  sent~to  some  other  court,  by  order  of  his  Govern- 
ment, for  a  different  purpose.  The  events  then  not  hap^ 
pening,  wluch  terminate  his  mission  by  the  law  of  nations, 
he  may  be  Kid  atW  to  be  invested  with  aSL  tiie  ri^ts  and 
innminitirs  which  nripoaHy  belonged  to  him. 


Mr.  A.  desired  to  know  how  came  the  diplconatic  term 
in  use,  which  says,  tliat  such  i  person  is  anpomted  nunister 
near  the  court  of  Uuss'a,  of  England,  or  the  Uuted  State!^ 
if  it  does  not  imply  an  oceasional  absence,  orrewlence  in 
a  foreign  territory,  or  not  immediately  at  the  seat  of  Go- 
vcruBient  Wtmld  &e  British  minister  be  less  to.  If  he 
were  accredited  by  this  Goremment,  and  readed  in  Ca- 
nada or  Texai,  than  he  is  now  nt  the  city  of  Washington? 
[  apprehend  not.  Hie  mere  lureumstanccs  of  reudencr, 
I  therefore  eonrider  as  a  matter  of  arrangement  between 
the  respective  sovercignsand  their  ministers  as  to  the  most 
convenient  Mid  but  mode  of  condticting  the  negotiation, 
niere  is  to  fittle  ip  this  pmnt,  that  I  shall  not  bcstov  upon 
it  any  fiirAer  conrideration. 

The  Premdenthas&rl]^  and  properiy  stated  the  subject 
to  this  House  and  the  natmni  he  has  informed  us  that  oiw 
relations  with  Russia  are  upon  the  most  friendly  and  stable 
foundation,  and  not  likely  to  be  cUsturbed;  that  our  minis- 
ter, Portly  aAer  hia  arrival  there,  was  compelled,  in  coiv 
sequence  of  the  bad  state  of  tiis  healtli,  to  seek  &  inore 
genial  oliraate,  with  a  view  to  ita  te-est^lishroent,  inti- 
mating^ at  the  asme  time,  that  there  wu  na  danger  of  our 
interestssufferingin  that  quarter,  as  the  necessary  commit- 
nicatton  could  be  kept  up  through  the  aecretaiy  of  lega- 
tion, who  wa»  left  thei%.  Even  this  young  man  has  not 
been  permitted  to  escape  die  vituperation  of  the  gende* 
man  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Bdboxs.}  He  has  been 
represented  as  having  nothing  but  youth  and  tus  sumune 
to  recommend  him  to  public  notice.  1  shall  not  preteml 
to  speak  of  his  merila,  as  they  are  better  known  to  the 
i-epresentatirea  from  Phihdelphta,  the  pUce  of  |ub  red- 
dence,  who  are  more  able  to  vintUcate  thetn  than  I  am.  I 
have^  however,  alwa^  understood  that  he  isayounggen- 
tleman  in  good  standing  and  most  exemplary  deportment, 
it  is  true,  he  has  not  had  much  knowlci^^  or  experience 
in  the  world;  yet,  with  a  few  exceptions,  it  is  generally 
Uw  case  of  thoee  most  usually  appointed.  Shice  the  gentle- 
man has  taken  upon  himself  to  onur  a  compariion  between 
youth  and  o1<l  age,  I  hope  to  be  pardoned,  rince  he  has 
espoused  the  la^  for  advocating  the  first,  in  the  Unguag« 
of  an  illustrious  individual  on  another  oecarioni 

"Whether  youth  can  be  imputed  to  any  man  as  a  re- 
proach, 1  will  not  assume  the  province  of  determiningj 
but  surely  »ge  may  become  justly  contemptible,  if  the 
opportunities  which  it  brings  have  passed  away  witliout 
improvement,  and  vice  t^ipcars  to  prefail  when  the  paa> 
sioBs  should  haVe  subridcd.  He  who^  aAer  having  seen 
tlie  conseqocneei.of  a  thousand  errors,  continueB  still  to 
vilify,  and' whose  has  only  added  obstinacy  to  maltg- 
tuty,  is  surely  the  object  of  either  abhorrence  or  contempt, 
and  deserves  not  that  his  grey  bead  should  secure  him 
from  ipsults. 

"Much  more  is  he  to  be  abhorred,  who,  as  he  baa  ad> 
vanced  in  age,  has  receded  frona  virtue,  and  becomea 
nwre  wickea  with  leas  tcmptattoat  who  prostitutes  himself 
for  a  reward  which  he  never  can  hope  to  enjoy,  wid 
spends  the  remaim  of  his  fife  in  the  nun  of  lus  country.** 

But  after  all,  ssid  Mr.  A.,  is  dils  an  aflfii^  bf  such  mo- 
ment as  to  justify  the  vindictive  feeling  which  the  gentle- 
man has  thou^t  proper  to  briiig  into  this  debatfi?  Is  it 
not  usual,  during  the  absence  of  the  minister,  to  entrust 
the  boriness  to  a  charg<,  or  even  a  secretary  of  legation, 
as  I  think  was  the  case  of  our  late  nunister,  Mr. 
King,  who,  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  it  waa  weU 
known,  could  not. conduct  a  luorious  and  complicated 
negotiation,  from  the  deHcacy  of  hif  heahli,  and  was  per- 
mitted to  Bojoum  through  Eoglaad,  with  the  hope  of  its 
recovetyt  Vet,Kr,.did  anyone  ever  think  of  denying  to 
him  a  salary  necesBsry  for  hia  fupport,  and  crei^ed 
by  every  moral  eonsideration?  Was  not  Hr.  Barlow 
allowed  to  leave  France  and  go  iido  a  foreign  country 
for  the  benefit  of  hia  health,  where  he  £edf  The  sum 
privilege  bu  been  enj^^ed  by  outLjete  miiurter,  (Mr* 
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Brown,)  as  stated  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Hr.  Caksrxlbwo;]  and  where  then  was  this  new- 
born zeal  wtiich  has  so  suddenly  sprung  up  on  the  part  of 
certain  eentlemen,  in  behair  of  tne  people? — ^thia  resist- 
ance to  the  encroachments  of  power,  which,  for  the  first 
time,  has  crer  shown  itself  in  the  nntleman  front  Rhode 
bland?  [Hr.  Bvaou.]  It  was  as  Ment  as  the  gr*T«!  But' 
because  It  happens  to  be  the  d'lstinguiahed  gentleman, 
whom  cnvy^  iTialice,  and  detraction  have  sought  in  vain 
to  destroy,  and  hailing  as  he  does  from  Virginia,  are  these 
denunciations  and  "vials  of  wrath"  poured  out  upon  his 
devoted  and  anoffending  head!  They  have  been  met  by 
my  conn^ei,  and  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Watss,]  in  auch  a  style  and  manner,  that  lihall  not 
attempt  to  emulate  them;  and  the  uBuiants,  scoffers,  and 
dcridera,  have  been  thrown  back,  oovered  with  shame  and 
confuMon. 

As  to  what  the  gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  allege  as 
fVaudulentdiplomaqrin  the  Secretaiy  of  State — machina- 
tions on  the  part  of  the  administration,  in  attempting  to 
bribe  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  the  gentleman  upon  whom 
tiie  misdon  waa  conlerred,  I  shall  aajr  notiiing  liirther 
than  to  state  that  .tl^  House  and  iJie  nation,  knowing  the 
person  who  makes  the  charge,  andfhat-itexiatslnhiaown 
ima^nation,  unsupported  by  any  eridence  whatev^,  will 
put  it  down  to  its  proper  account. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  A.,  it  is  not  the  first  time  diat  I  have  wit- 
nessed an  attempt  in  this  House  to  injure  the  wcll-eitme<l 
reputation  of  the  gentleman  abroad,  when  the  distance  of 
tiiree  thousand  milea  separated  him  from  hit  assidlant,  and 
then,  ai  now,  with  perhaps  scarce  a  hope  of  being  again 
able  to  return  to  his  own  native  shores!  Providence, 
however,  was  pleased  to  spare  his  life,  and  he  met  the 
attack,  and  has  placed  ^t  matter  wliere  his  honof  and 
mtegrity  rest  perfectly  secure.  How  it  is  on  the  other  mde, 
let  the  seal  of  Hermes  disclose. 

Now,  air,  neither  the  distinguished  gentleman,  nor  the 
State  which  clums  him  as  a  citizen,  ever  sought  Uie  honor 
which  this  appmntment  confera.  Neither  lias  trer  been 
Ibund  bowing  to  the  subserviency  of  Executive  power, 
or  truckling  at  the  footstool  of  a  foreign  tiironc;  and  the 
insinuation  which  has  been  thrown  out,  is  worthy  only  the 
character  of  the  servile  sycophant,  who  knows  how  to 
minister  to  the  will  of  Executive  patronage,  and  wor- 
ship at  the  shrine  of  idolatry.  Virginia  owes  allepance 
to  noadminUtratioh,  further  than  it  may  choose  to  respect 
the  rights  of  the  (»tizens,  and  the  pnneiples  of  the  con- 
stitution. She  stands  towards  tiiis  as  she  baa  done  to  all 
otliers,  approvii^  where'  she  can,  and  condemning  where 
ahe  must.  So  long  as  it  acts  futhfully  to  the  people  and 
tiie  constitution,  she  will  give  it  a  just  and  honest  support. 
Often  lias  she  discarded  ner  political  favorites  when  they 
have  departed  from  the  faith,  and  received  them  b^ck 
only  when  ther  have  tamed  from  tiie  ttmr  of  their  wkys. 

How  was  tius  apptdntmenfmade?  It  was  {^ven  in  ctm- 
rideration  of  tiie  distinguished  public  services  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  had  retired  to  reptue  from  the 
turmoils  and  strife  of  the  political  world,  with  no  wish  or 
expectation  of  being  again  called  upon  to  mingle  in  th^. 
At  a  time  when  he  nad  performed,  as  he  supposed,  the 
last  duty  lie  owed  to  his  fellow-citizens,  tiiose  constituents 
whom  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Isluid  [Mr^  BoKosa] 
has  so  sneeringly  alluded  to,  when  he  remarked  that  he 
had  once  heard  him  (Wt.  Randolph'}  say  in  this  Honae^ 
••tfiey  were  such  as  no  man  ever  nad  before,"  and  he 
[Mr.  Bvaozs]  believed  it.  Tea,  sirj  I  shall  tell  tiie  gen- 
tleman they  are  such  as  he  will  never  have  tiie  honor  to 
serve.  As  I  was  about  to  say,  when  he  had  discharged 
the  last  act  of  his  political  life  to  his  constituenta,  in  the 
'convention  which  recently  revised  their  State  constitution, 
where  the  powers  of  his  mind,  aiid  his  sa^City  as  a  states- 
man, claimed  for  him  a  pre-eminent  distinction' among 
those  with  whom  hr  was  associated,  was  he  required  by 


his  country  to  enter  upon  thia  new  and  untried  scene. 
And  yet,  sir,  we  are  gravely  aSked  w'here  are  the  monu- 
ments of  his  ^nius,  the  fabrics  of  his  workmanship, 
which  entitle  bim  to  this  distinction  ^  As  well  might  gen- 
tlemen ask  Virginia  for  her  jewels,  and  thev  would  receive 
the  same  answer  in  reference  to  him  tiiat  wu  gireii  by 
the  mottier  of  the  Gracdhi.  From  ^e  honorable  manner 
m  which  the  ofTer  was  made,  lus  patriotism,  yes,- sir,  his 
patriotism,  did' not  peimtt  him  to  decline  a  service  so  ha- 
zardous to  himself  personally,  if  lie  -could  be  at  all  useful 
to  his  country;  and  with  promptness,  although  Congress 
fiuled  to  provide  him  with  (be  necessary  outfit,  did  he  re* 
pair  upon  Ms  own  resources  to  fiiUil  tne'eypectatioM  of 
nis  Govemmfent 

It  was,  sir,  no  Russian  winter,  so  mu6h  to  be  appre- 
bended  to  his  constitution,  which  he  had  to  meet,  but  m 
tropical  sun,  as  fatal  to  his  health  at  the  period  of  his  ar- 
rival, as  If  he  had  been  landed  at  New  Orleans  on  the  banks 
of  the  Mississippi;  and  for  tliis  visitation  of  Providence, 
is  he  to  be  denied  a  compensation  which  never  could  have 
been  a  conuderation  with  him  for  accepting  the  appoint- 
ment? No  one  who  knows  him  will  ever  believe  oiat  fa« 
would  "aell  the  mighty  space  ofhialfrge  honora,  for  so 
much  trash  as  may  be  grasped  thus." 

But,  rir,  it  is  not  necessary  fbr  me  to  stand  here  as  Us 
eulogist.  His  fame  is  written  iipon  every  pa^  of  his 
country's  history,  and  is  as  lasting  as  his  own  native  hills. 
Th6se  gentlemen  who  preceded  me  in  this  debate^  have 
done  full  justice  to  his  merits,  and  1  cotild  only  follow  in 
their  wake,  witiiout  the  hope  of  adding  one  wreath  to  the 
chaplet  that  decorates  his  brow.  I  shall,  however,  say, 
amidst  all  fte  biUngagate  abuse,  vile  contumely,  and 
"back  wounding  calumny,  which  striktsthe  whitest  vir- 
tue, 
ed, 

bis  ,  , 
hearts  and'  affections  of  his  fellow-citizena,  whom  he  has 
served  fcithfully,  honestly,  and  independently,  fortiie  hat 
thfftjr  yeara,  and  none,  the  vilest  recreant,  dare  enter 
there  to  rob  bim  of  his  good  name. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  next  rose.  In  the  few 
remarks  which  I  intend  to  submit  to  the  House,  said  Mr. 
P.,  it  will  not  be  my  object  to  consider  the  question  as  one 
confined  to  Mr.  Randolph,  or  any  other  individual,  but  to 
all  persons  whose  cases  may  come  within  certain  rules 
which  tlie  Government  of  the  United  Stutes  ought  to  es- 
tablish and  enforce.  Tliis  debate  woidd  have  been  cur- 
tailed if  the  gentlemen  who  had  precedrd  me  had  confined 
their  remarto  to  the  real  subject  of  dispute.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  is  not  now  on  trial,  nor  is  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  but  the  question  is  one  which  will  admit  of 
discussion  under  any  adroinistration-i  if  not  now  settied, 
may  be  hereafter  presented,  and  may  again  be  the  fniitfiil 
source  of  contention  and  discord.  Of  all  speoe*  of  le- 
gislation, that  to  my  mmd  is  the  most  odious  which  relatca 
to  individuals,  or  the  particular  cases  of  individuals.  Being 
unwilling  also  to  travel  out  of  the  road,  and  anxious  to 
bring  this  debate  to  a  close,  I  will  also  confine  loyself  t« 
the  only  Information  which  we  have  received,  and  on 
which  we  can  well  rely,  so  far  as  the  question  presented 
for  our  consideration  is  involved.  VfhAt  'a  that  informa- 
tion, and  from  what  source  does  it  come  ?  l-'rom  the  Pre«- 
dent  of  the  VrJted  States  In  his  first  communication  made 
to  Coiigreaa  tins  sesuon.  This  comes  to  us  in  an  official 
form,  under  the  impress  of  our  Executivet  it  is  all  that 
we  have  received  officiany,  and  all  that  we  can  with  pro- 
priety refer  to.  Let  us  refer  to  tiiis  infbrmation.  The 
Frewdent  of  the  United  titstes,  afler  informing  ua  that 
our  relations  with  Russia  are  of  the  ttioSt  stable  character, 
and  respect  for  that  empire,  and  confidence  in  its  friend- 
ship towards  tiie  United  States,  have  been  so  lon^  enter- 
tidned  on  our  part,  and  ab  carefuHy  cherished  by  the  pre- 
aent  Emperor  and  hb  ilhistri&us  predecessor,  as  to  hare 
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become  incorporated  with  the  public  sentiment  of  the 
United  States—no  nleana  (says he)  will  be  left  unemployed, 
on  my  part,  to  promote  these  salutary  feelingn,  and  those 
improvements  of  which  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  countries  is  lusceptible.  I  sincerely  re- 
gret to  inform  you,  that  our  minister  lately  commissioned 
to  that  eojirt,  on  whoae  distinguished  talents  and  jfreat  es- 
perience  in  public  affairs,!  place  ^eat  reliance,  has  been 
eampellcd,  by  extreme  indispo«tion,  to  exercise  a  privi- 
lege, which,  in  connderation  of  the  extent  to  which  his 
constitution  had  been  impaired  in  the  public  ser\  "ce,  was 
commuted  to  his  diseretioHt  of  leaving  temporarily  his 
post,  fbr  the  advantage  of  a  more  g^enial  climate.*' 

"If,  as  it  is  to  be  hoped,  the  improvement  of  his  health 
should  be  such  as  to  justify  him  in  doing  so,  he  will  repair 
to  St.  Petersburg,  and  resume  the  discharffe  of  Iiia 
official  duties.  I  have  received  the  most  satisfactory  as- 
surance, that,  m  the  mean  time,  the  public  interests,  in 
that  quarter,  wHl  be  preserved  from  prejudice,  by  the 
intercourse  which  he  will  continue,  tlirough  the  secretarj- 
of  lotion,  with  the  Itussian  cabinet." 

I  have  found  it  necessary  to  quote  the  language  of  the 
President,  because,  as  already  stated,  it  is  all  the  infor- 
mation communicated  olTiciiilly  to  \\%  relative  to  the  mis- 
Kon  to  Russia,  and  all  upon  which  1  shaH  rely  in  justifica- 
tioH  of  the  remarks  to  be  made. 

The  House  will  indulge  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  while  I  at- 
tempt  to  inake  an  analysis  of  tliia  inrormatipn.  So  im- 
portant is  it  1o  this  counti-y  to  promote  tfie  wlutury  feel- 
ings which  have  heretofore  subsisted  between  the  Russian 
empire  and  the  United  States,  no  means  will  be  left  un- 
empkiyed  to  accomplish' that  object.  To  effect  this  ob- 
ject, so  important  in  the  estimathm  of  the  Presldt-nt,  not 
only  the  ^atnt  talcnta,  but  the  greatest  experience 
which  the  country  can  afford,  are  to  be  employed.  So 
necessary  was  it  to  employ .stich  talents  and  experience, 
that  to  command  them,  a  privilege  was  committed  to  the 
discretion  of  Mr.  Randolph;  of  leaving  the  court  of  Rus- 
sia, whenever,  in  hia  opinion,  his  health  required  h'lm  to 
exercise  this  privilege.  We  hate  no  minister  now  at  the 
court  of  Russia,  nor  have,  but  for  a  short  period,  had  one, 
since  this  mismon  was  institutedt  there  is  no  one  now  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  a  minister,  because  Mr.  Randolph, 
in  the  event  of  the  restoration  of  bis  healtlt,  is  to  resume 
hia  duties,  in  the-  event  of  a  contingency,  which  may 
never  happen,  more  especially  as  he  is  made  the  jmlj^e  to 
decide  whether  it  will,  and  when  it  does.  -  The  st-ci  ctury 
of  legation  it  the  only  representative-  we  now  have,  by 
the  PrcKdent's  own  showing,  at  the  couK  of  the  gi-ciitest 
empire  in  the  world,  when  the  Present,  last  Maj-, 
thought  it  expedient  to  employ  the  best  talents  and  the 
greatest  experience  in  the  oountrj*  to  represent  there; 
it'  this  was  necessary  then,  subsequent  events  in  Europe, 
referred  to  by  many  gentlemen  in  this  debate,  have  ren- 
dered it  obviously  necessary  at  this  time. 

1  have  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  presented  fairly  and  candid- 
ly to  the  House  my  view  of  the  only  information,  in  ]  egard 
to  this  misnon,  we  can  act  on,  communicated  to  us  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  It  presents  to  iift,  1  may 
be  pernutted  to  say,  an  extraonSnnrj'  and  unusual  state  of 
things;- and,  before  I  take  my  seat,  I  shall  show  there  is 
no  precedent  for  it  in  the  history  of  our  Government.  In 
the  first  place,  have  we  a  minister  at  the  court  of  Riiss  a' 
In  the  second  place,  have  we  such  a  minister,  or  ct:c  un- 
der such  eircumstanccs  ks  to  require  us  to  make  tliis  ap- 
propriation? And,  fiirt!>er,  h;ive  we,  as  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  and  holding  the  purse-^ti\ni|^  of  the 
nation,  a  right  to  express  <iur  <>i>:niona  of  the  President's 
conduct,  in  regard  to  this  nussion,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
minister  he  liaa  sent  to  lluisia?  If  we  have  a  minister  at 
the  court  of  Russia,  he  murt  have  been  appointed  und 
commissioned  punuant  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United- States.    Any  man  sent  ahmnd,  ontrirj-  to  thn 


constitution  or  laws  of  the  United  States,  although  he  may 
he  denominated  a  minister,  and  accredited  as  such  .it  a 
foreign  court,  is  not  and  cannot  by  us  be  recognised  as 
such.  Does  the  appointing  power  rest  exclusively  with 
the  President  of  the  United  State8>  Let  the  oonstitution 
of  the  United  States  settle  this  question :  '*  The  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint,  ambassa*. 
dora,  and  other  public  ministers."  The  power  to  nomi- 
nate is  vested  exclusively  in  the  President,  but  no  .ippoint- 
mcnt  can  be  made  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate;  and  it  is  the  province  of  the  Senate  to  act  upon 
every  tiling  opperta'ning  to  the  nomination  before  the  ap- 
pointment is  complete.  The  minister  must  be  commis- 
sioned by  the  President,  according  to  the  ratification  of 
Iiis  nomination.  Suppose  Mr.  Randolph,  nominated  by 
the  President,  anti,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  appointed  minister  to  the  court  of  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, had  been,  in  conformity  to  a  previous  arrange- 
ment between  him  and  the  President,  commissioned  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  Stockholm.  Is  there 
a  man  in  this  Itouse  who  wouiil  say  that  wc  oughttomake 
flu  appropriation  for  his  salary^  I  presume  not.  lie 
woidd  bo  illegally  commiss-oned,  would  not  be  ouvininis- 
fer  at  Sweden,  nnd  could  not  be  the  minister  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  at  th.e  court  of  Russia.  Whnt  is  the  present 
case'  Mr.  Randolph  is  nominated  by  the  Presidentmiids- 
ter  to  the  court  of  Russia,  with  the  previous  understand- 
ing between  him  and  tlie  President  that  he  should  have 
the  privilege,  committed  to  his  diycretion,  of  residing  ift 
F.ngland,  nr  any  other  part  of  Europe,  wliencver  he 
slioulil  tliiiiit  proper  to  exercise  that  priv'.U-ge,  and  for  on 
urilimited  period  of  time.  This  agreement,  and  this  dis- 
cretionary exercise  of  privilege,  is  unknown  to  the  Sen- 
ate, ivith  whose  advice  and  consent  the  appointment  was 
made,  and  without  tfhich  it'  could  not  hrtvc  been  mnde. 
To  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  whole  proceedin;^  appear  to 
have  been  irregular,  illegal,  Hnprecedcnttil,  and  tlie 
whole  transaction  void  fi-om  the  beginning;  that  we  con- 
scqaently  Iistc  no  minister,  ancj,  untd  one  rs  appointed,  it 
is  unnecessary  to  make  any  appropriation  for  his  salary; 
and  if  he  has  received  an  outnt,  he  has  received  what,  by 
law,  he  was  not  entitled  to.  Suppose  this  nomination  had 
been  sent  to  the  Senate  w'.th  all  the  facta  disclosed,  that 
the  President  \r.M  since  communicated  to  us  in  relation  to 
it — tliis  tliacretionarj'  powt  r  to  exercise  the  pi  ivilege  com- 
'mittcd  to  him  of  residing  in  Kngland — is  there  a  political 
1  fi  ieii'l  or  foe  iTi  th:it  body  lliat  would  or  coiild  have  voted 
'  for  it )  No,  sir,  not  one;  and  I  contcnrl  that  as  to  sticli  ap- 
pointments the  Senate  is  a  co-ordinate  branch. 

TIr'  next  considemtion,  sud  Mr.  P.,  is  our  right  to  with- 
hold the  appropriation  required,  if  we  are  dissatisfied  with 
the  course  adopted  by  the  President  and  his  minister.  If 
we  cannot  express  our  dissatisfaction  in  this  wiiy,  1  know 
of  none  in  which  it  can  be  done.  If  we  willingly  make 
the  appropriation,  with  all  the  information  wliich  has  been 
given  (IS,  wc  sanction  the  whole  proceedings;  and  what 
has  be^n  done  will  continue  to  be  done,  by  this  and  all 
our  future  Presidt-nts,  so  often  as  circumstances  shall  re- 
quire them  to  adopt  the  precedent  which  Avill  be  establisll- 
ed.  Sir,  we  have  some  knowledge  of  our  relative  con- 
c^-nis  witli  Russia,  and  can  judge  whether,  at  this  time, 
we  can  he  as  well  represented  at  that  court  by  a  secreta- 
ry of  legation  as  by  aminister  plenipotent'ary,  and  on  this 
Buhject  oiiglit  to  express  our  opinions.  Wc  have  a  right 
to  say  -tliat  our  concerns  with  Russia  i(re,  at  tliis  time, 
siicii  Hs  to  rcquii-c  a  resident  minister;  ami  if  the  Presi- 
<leiit  thinks  dicy  can  be  as  well  attended  to  by  a  minister 
residing  in  England,  we  may  so  far  d.ffer  as  to  warrant  us 
in  witliliolding  the  apjiropriation. 

Ikit,  Mr.  Speaker,  so  Car  as  Mr.  R,'.niloIpli's  salary  is 
connected  with  this  question,  and  the  argument  used  is 
fo'U'.drd  on  the  necesV^  of  an  appropriation  to  pay  hit 
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wUry,  we  can  derive  somi;  li^t  from  an  examination  of 
the  ]aws  of  the  United  States,  wfiich  do  not  contemplate 
ft  yearly  salar)'  when  a  year'i  lerTice  has  not  been  ren- 
dered. 

By  the  law  on  this  suLtjectt.  we  find  that  the  nunitter 
shall  be  [wid  at  tlie  rate  of  nine  tUoiisand  dollars  per  year 
for  bis  services;  the  charg^  d'aflTaircs  sliall  be  paid  at 
the  rate  of  fonr  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  p^r  year; 
the  secretary  of  ifegation  shall  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  two 
ttioussnd  dollars  a  year.  Sir,  the  words  "at  the  rate  of" 
are  repeated  six  or  eight  times  in  the  firet  section  of  the 
act  regulating  the  pay  of  ministers  ahroaii,  necessarily 
excluding  the  idea  of  the  payment  of  a  yearly  salary, 
when  a  year's  service  hns  not  been  rendered.  By  adopt- 
ing the  amendment  as  It  now  &tAnds,  we  are  relieved  from 
any  responsibility  on  this  subject;  we  leave  the  adminis- 
tration free  to  act»  (giving  them  an  appropriation  of  nine 
thousand  dinars,)  either  in  givii^  Mr.  Bandolph  a  con- 
trtruetive  rendence  at  (he  court  m  St.  Petersburg,  the 
whole  time,  in  fact,  in  Engkn<1,  or  in  filling  his  place  by 
tlte  appointment  of  another  minister.  Supposr,  nr,  the 
President  sliould  think  Mr.  Randolph's  residence  in  Eng- 
land is,  constructively,  a  residence  in  Russia,  he  will  liavc 
at  hia  command  tike  money  to  pay  him;  but,  as  to  the  cor- 
rectness qf  such  a  pi'oceeding,  omerg  mtist  judge.  If,  on 
tiie  other  Kind,  he  should  be  of  the  opinion  that  he  has 
not  been  a  resident  tlicre  the  whole  time  since  he  lef^ 
this  country,  under  his  stipernsion,  he  can  be  ors  ro/a 
pud.  The  discussion  which  has  already  .taken  place  will 
show  the  opinions  of  some  of  us  on  this  subject.  If  Mr. 
itindolpU's  opinions  in  another  case  could  be  used  in  tliis 
question,  perhaps  he  and  the  President  would  think  tliat 
he  was,  »id  fur  some  time  p:ut  has  been,  a  reudent  of 
Englaml,  and  not  of  Riisua:  nir,  ssid  Ur.  Randolph,  in  a 
contested  election  from  UassachusettSi  not  many  years 
ago— contested  on  the  ground  of  the  residence  of  the 
gentleman  in  this  DUti  ict  at  the  time  of  his  election — 
"  can  a  man  be  here  aiwl  there*"  To  apply  to  his  case 
liis  own  language,  can  a  man  in  Engb>nd  be  in  Russia? 
Bir,  anotlicr  view  of  this  questioiu  we  are  assured  by  the 
Preudent  of  Uie  United  States  the  public  interests  with 
Riiss-a  will  be  preserved  from  prejudice^  by  tlie  intercourse 
which  Ml*.  Kandolph  will  continue,  through  the  secretary 
of  legation,  with  the  Rusuan  cabinet.  If  they  can  be 
preserved  from  prejudice  by  Mr.  Randolph's  residence 
in  England,  fcannoi  l!iey  be  as  well  presei-ved  if  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph should  reside  in  the  District  of  Columbia?  Is  not 
this  a  subject  we  can  judge  of?  A.nd  if  we  should  pre- 
sume to  diHer  with  the  Preudent,  we  liare  undoubtedly 
a  right  to  express  that  diflerence  in  the  only  way  Ith  m— 
our  vote  on  this  appropriation.  What  do  vc  get  from 
the  Pre«dent  but  his  opinion?  And  he  does  not  say  that 
we  shall  be  a»  well  represented — Mr.  Randolph  in  Eng- 
land, and  his  seci-ctaryin  Russia — but  tliat  our  rights  will 
be  preserved  from  prejudice;  and  that  tlicy  wiH  be,  is  a 
matter  of  opinion,  and  nothing  more — a  matter  of  opinion 
at  war  with  other  declarations  made  by  tlic  Picsitleni — 
among  others,  tliat,  to  represent  us  at  this  court,  the  best 
talents  and  greatest  experience  were  called  into  requisi- 
tion, not  because  they  were  not  necesmrj-,  but  because 
they  were  iiecessarj-.  Sir,  at  this  period  of  tlic  world, 
wiien  Europe  is  in  commotion,  wlien  the  spirit  of  freedom, 
and  tlie  spirit  of  revolution  alsn,  liaa  pcr^-aded  every  king- 
dom,  it  is  not  suflicient  that  our  rights  nnd  relations  wiiu 
Utissia  are  preserved  from  prejudice.  We  want  an  active, 
efficient,  intelligent  man  at  tlut  court,  wlw  will,  in  season 
and  out  of  season,  so  watch' all  the  events' of  the  day,  to 
be  able,  not  only  to  communicate  what  has  taken  place, 
hut  who,  from  Iii^  knowledge  of  mankind  a.id  llie  world, 
from  what  has  taken  place,  will  be  able  to  infoi-m  us  what 
will  follow.  C:m  this  be  done  by  Mr.  liandolph  in  Eng- 
land, w^Ui  th,e  aidof  iiia  secretu^  in  Rus&a?  Nu,  sir, 
admllting  this  secretary  has  all  the  qiinlificatioiis  and 


merits  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  have  ascribed  to  him* 
as  yet,  air,  1  have  heard  nothing  in  hia  fiivor  from  any 
other  State,  nothing  from  Pemuijrlvania,  nothing  from  the 
gentlemen  who  repreaent  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  who* 
if  Mr.  John  Randolph  Chy  be  this  youthful  prodigy,  must 
have  heard  of  him.  I  would  address  a  few  words  to  those 
gentlemen,  the  burden  of  whose  song,  ever  nnce  I  be* 
came  acquainted  with  Uiem,  has  been  economy,  retrench' 
ment,  and  reform.  Professions  are  good,  but  actions  ar« 
better;  the  fmmer  arc  never  better  received  than  when 
followed  by  the  latter.  Useless  and  extravagant  ex- 
penditures and  c^bursements  of  public  moneys,  it  ha> 
been  said,  drove  the  late  administi-atioii  from  their  places; 
for  the  argument,  be  it  so,  as  I  will  not  now  stop  to  ques* 
tion'what  has  been  said.  Because  gentlemen  are  now  in 
power,  are  they  disposed  to  change  their  minds,  and  adopt 
the  very  course  they  censured  the  late  adniluistration  for 

fmrauuig,  and  split  upon  the  rock  uprai  tvhich  they  spLtf 
f  consistent,  they  will  go  with  us  in  witldwl  fiitg  tkm 
appropriation,  or  granting  it  under  such  rcstrictiona  as  tu 
leave  the  President  to  judge  whether  Mr.  Randolph  is 
entitled  to  a  year's  salary.  Furtlier,  sir,  the  power  to 
appoint  a  ch&rg£  d'afiitires  by  a  public  n>iiu^er,  on  hia 
leaving  a  court,  is  an  incidental  power,  and  bclongt  to 
the  minister,  under  the  law  and_  usage  of  mtiMut  and 
the  moment  Mr.  Randolph  Ief\  the  court  of  St.  Peters* 
burg,  Mr.  Clay,  thti  secretary  of  legation,  in  charge  of 
our  afiairs,  tliat  moment  became  chargi  d'affaires,  and, 
as  such,  under  the  law  of  the  Uniled  Stales,  became  en- 
titled to  his  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  and 
young  as  he  has  been  represented  to  be,  be  is  not  too 
young  to  neglect  his  riglits,  or  itot  to  claim  what  belongs 
to  him.  It  u  no  kind  of  consequence  that  claim  is 
not  now  nu^e;  when  preferred,  wc  cannot  rcustit.  He 
docs  not  relinquish  liis  right  to  it;  and,  when  tlie  claim  is 
made,  he  will  give  you  the  evidence  of  the  service  ren- 
dered, and  sliow  you  the  law  fixing  his  compensation.  1^ 
Mr.  Speaker,  there  was  not  suniething  very  extraordinary 
in  tlus  mission,  with  its  attendant  c.rcumstances — some- 
tiling  unprecedented,  and  which  astounded  both  friends 
and  foes,  why  did  the  gentleman  from  Vir^nia,  at  tlie 
head  of  our  tbrtiffn  afiairs,  [Mr.  Aacosa*]  before,  thb 
debate  comBienced,  and  before,  from  any  tliinrihat  had 
transpired,  he  had  a  ri^ht  to  suppose  there  would  be  any 
debate,  go  to  the  office  of  tlic  Secretary  of  State,  and 
request  of  him  the  privilege  of  inspecting  documents 
touching  this  misutni?  And  why  was  this  privilege  ex- 
tended to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia?  I  am 
not  di^osed  to  arraign  the  ctmdnct  of  the  gentlemas 
from  Virginia,  or  tlw  Secretary  of  State,  Sat  wist  I  will 
find  fault  with  no  onet  but,  sir,  whatever  is  presented  te 
tlie  House  for  their  action,  ought  to  be  so  presented  that 
all  may  have  the  benefit  of  the  same  testimony.  Perhaps 
tlic  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir^nia  is  satisfied  with 
the  information  which  has  been  confidentially  imparted  to 
him;  but  how  it  would  affect  us,  we  could  best  judge 
when  we  had  it.  I  have  adverted  to  the  disclosure  made 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign- Affiurs,  to 
■how  that  he  Itai  though^  in  reference  to  tlus  nuasioav 
there  nught  be  some  few  things  "outof  j^nt.**  Nov, 
sir,  what  are  the  cases  relefreu  to,  to  show  that  the  case 
of  .Mr.  Randolph  is  not  without  a  p^ccdent^  Tlie  cases 
of  Mr.  King.  Mr.  Brown,  and  Mr.  Barlow:  when  Mr- 
King  was,  from  sickness,  rendered  unable  to  discharge 
his  duties  as.m)iustcr  to  England,  he  loaile  that  known  to 
his  Government,  and  asked  to  be  recalled,  not  to  go  from 
kingdom  to  kingdom  in  pursuit  of  liratth,  and  at  the  suae 
time  draw  his  pay  as  our  minister  rending  at  the  court  of 
St.  James.  lie  was  not  sent  to  XLngland  clothed  with  the 
privilege  of  leaving  the  kingdom  when  he  pleased,  and 
residing  where  he  pleased,  and  &b  long  as  he  tliouglit  pro- 
per. Ho  never  did  leave  the  kingdmn,  or  the  island  of 
.F.ngbnd,  until  h?  embarked  for  his  native  coun>r}';  wbc* 
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he  viuted  the  w>tering  places,  h  was  at  the  time  all  the 
members  of  tlie  EiiffBsh  court  *ere  in  the  habit  of  doing 
it,  and'wlien,  if  he  uad  remained  at  his  post,  no  basincss 
could  bare  been  transacted  touching  the  concerns  of  the 
two  coimtriesi    This,  sir,  is  the  case  of  Rufiu  King,  re- 
ferred to,  to.just^y  the  Government  in  its  conduct  towards 
Hr.  Randplpii.    Ifow  close  the  resemblance — bow  strik- 
ing the  analogy!    Sir,  if  Mr.  Randolph  had  taken  up  his 
residence  at  Moscow,-  who  could,  and  whb  wotild  have 
complained.^   He  might  ihen  hav-e  rendered  his  country 
all  the  service  that  coald  be  rendtred  at  St.  Petersburg; 
but  he'  has  left  the  dominion  of  Uuasia — he  has  creased 
Icii^oms  and  seu  to  reach  the  plkce  he  hu  selected  for 
luB  residence  as  onr  minister  to  the  court  of  St.  Peters- 
burg.   Mr.  King's  case  can  be  compared  to  that  of  Mr. 
Vaugiun's,  the  minister  resident  bere,  vho  passes  his 
summers,  or  a  part  oft^em,  at  Long  Branch,  or  Newport, 
Rhode  Island.    Hr.  Brown  never  left  the  kingdom  of 
France  at  uty  one  time,  nor  Paris  but  once,  and  then, 
»fter  he  Iwd  made  applicatUm  to  Ms  Govemmeiit  to  be 
recalled.    Mr.  Barlow,  it  is  true,  did  leave  Paris,  but 
how  did  he  leave  it?  in  pursuit  of  health  or  pleasure? 
Ho,  m,  in  pursuit  of  Tlie  Emperor  of  the  French  nation, 
and  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  he  ws5  by  his  country 
deputed  to  discharge,  and  to  accomplish  objects  at  that 
time  of  primary  importance  to  bis  country.    He  lost  his 
life  not  in  running  from  his  duties,  but  in  endeavoring  to 
perform  tliem.    Tiie  case  of  John  H.  Pleasants  has  been 
referred  to  witliin  tlie  last  nx  years,  perhaps  one  hundred 
times:  the  sam  of  money  received  by  him  was  smal^  com- 
pared with  that  which  we  are  now  requireil  to  vote  to  Mr. 
Randolph-    The  service  required  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  it 
will  be  remembered,  was  performed,  and  the  nature  of  it 
WM  such  tb»t  it  could  be  as  well  performed  by  one  m^n 
as  another.    Not  so  in  regard  to  the  services  expected  of 
Mr.  Randdph:  Mr.  Pleatanta's  payixased  when  his  ser- 
vices were  at  an  end;  Hr.  Randdpfa*«  services  long  since 
ceased,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  informed 
ust  but,  nevertheless,  a  year's  salary  is  required.  But 
Mr,  Pleasants  was  a  disting^hed  newspaper  editor,  and 
he  was  employed,  as  is  said,  to  satisfy  him  for  his  political 
services:  Mr.  Uandolph  was  the  principal  man,  itltas  been 
said,  who  pulled  down  the  last  administration,  and  erected 
the  present  on  its  niins;  tlicii  lie  has  been  employed,  and 
is  to  be  paid  for  these  services.    I  willnotrun  the  parallel 
fimber.    But,  Mr.  Speaker,  suppose  the  eases  of  Mr. 
King  and  Mr.  Pleasants  were  in  pmnt:  wliat  did  gcntlc- 
rocn  think  of  them  three  years  agn?  and  for  what  purpose 
were  tliey  then  referred  to?   To  show  the  extraraguiice 
of  the  then  exiating  administraliont  and  now,  these  same 
gvnttemen,  te  justify  the  Preudcnt  and  Mr.  Randolph, 
refer  to  those  \-ery  acts  of  the  late  adnunistration  by  them 
condemned  as  illegal,  unaccountable,  and  uiijusl!  Let 
tbem  reeondlc  tliese  inconsistencies  if  they  can;  it  appears 
to  me  that  it  is  only  a  dc&perAte  cuse  which  requires  such 
ai^iuments  or  such  references  to  support  it.    Compare  a 
part  of  kir.  Monroe's  claim  with  Hr.  Randolph'srcquist- 
tiorv—that  part  which  grew  out  of  his  detention  in  Europe 
after  he  wae  recalled,  and  before  he  could  embark.  Yet, 
but  a  few  gentlemen  from  Viivinuk  have  \-oted  to  allow 
this  venerable  patriot  any  part  of  his  elaam,  while  all  who 


cry  of  persecution,  in  which  his  friends  joined^  No,  sift 
he  boldly  and  fearlessly  met  the  charget  ne  courted  inves- 
tigatioit,  and  his  vindication  was  triumphant.  No  one  was 
denounced  for  making  the  charge,  nor  will  any  one  ever 
be,  by  men  who  are  conscious  of  the  rectitude  of  their 
conduct  and  know  they  are  shielded  by  justice. 

I  woald  now,  Mr.  Speaker^  take  leave  of  this  question, 
and  retire  from  this  debate,  having  detained  the  House 
much  longer  than  I  could  have  wished,  if  I  did  not  think 
myself  under  some  obligation  to  pay  my  respects  to,  and 
notice  a  few  of  the  remarks  of  tlie  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. [Hr.  AuZAiTBBn,]  who  immediately  preceded  me. 
The  irne  and  ciy  in  the  cmtfse  of  this  derate  has  heen, 
spare  Hr.  Randolph,  tor  he  is  an  absent  man,  and  not 
here  to  vindiiiate  bimsetft  and,  notwithstanding  ttus  ap- 
peal, the  moment  my  colleague's  seat  is  empty,  the  gen- 
tleman avails  himself  of  that  to  say  of  him  whiCt  I  should 
not  suppose  he  would  volunteer  to  say  if  be  were  present. 
I  can  assure  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  he  is  not 
absent  for  the  reason  he  suggested  (  it  is  true,  he  knew, 
when  the  House  adjourned  yesterday,  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  would  be  entitled  to  the  floor  to-dayt  but  I  assure 
tite  gentleman  that  no  feat*  or  apprehensions  in  conse- 
quence of  that  has  kept  him  from  the  Honse.  If  he  had 
been  in  his  seat,  I  do  not  think  that  any  thing  the  gentle> 
man  has  said,  or  can  say,  would  "  discompose  the  gravity 
of  bis  muscles,  or  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  .his  mind." 
Nothing  but  an  anxie^  on  the  part  of  my  colleague  to 
finish  what  he  had  to  say  in  this  debate,  induced  nim  to 
come  to  the  Rouse  yerterday4  lie  was  then  too  much'  in- 
disposed to  leave;  with  common  prudence,  his  room,  and 
he  is  more  so  hMlay.  I  am  the  person,  if  any  one,  who 
aught  to  regret  my  colleague's  absence  on  this  occasion. 
It  has  been  said  heretofore,  snecringly,  that  he  hud  been 
a  professor  of  rhetoric  i  I  do  not  know  but  he  is  now  one. 
With  lufl  aid,  I  might  have  been  able  to  bare  tuiderstoed 
the  gentleman's  figures  of  speech:  single-handed,  I  bavo 
abandoned  any  attemptto do  thisin  despair.  UnolcToby, 
Corporal  Trim,  Tristram  Siiandy,  long  noses,  coustnictive 
journeys,  mileage  bill,  ribaldry,  and  vipers  gnawing  files, 
■*  have  danced  through  his  periods  in  all  the  mazes  of  me- 
taphorical confunon.''  Sir,  I  have  been  unable  to  follow 
the  gentleman  in  thia  rhetorication,  and  the  only  reason 
is,  I  have  not  been  able  to  understand  him.  The  gentle- 
man has  given  this  House  a  parody  of  the  reply  of  Pitt  to 
Walpole,  (certainly  he  did  not  intend  it  as  ori^al,)  in 
order  to  describe  the  unequal  strug^e  between  an  old 
nun  and  a  young  man.  1  looked  at  the  gentleman  for  a 
moment,  not  knowing  but  in  him  I  might  discover  some 
traits  of  cliaracter  similar  to  those  which  belonged  to  the 
illustrious  statesman  ha  seemed  willing  to  pei-sonate;  I 
discovered  but  few,  but  ^ont  at  many  as  he  will  be  able 
to  find  in  tlie  character  or  life  of  my  cnlieagtie,  resembling 
tlmse  which  distinguished  Sir  Robert.  M'alpole. 

Tlie  ^ntleman  fiom  Virginia  lias  not  been  able,  with 
all  his  researches,  to  find  the  speech  of  Mr.  Kandoipli,  a 
part  of  which  was  read  hy  my  colleague,  and  in  which  the 
whole  of  the  present  dynasty  of  Rub^  are  characterized 
by  Mr.  Raiwlolph  for  four  gc'nerations.  in  his  liappiest  and 
beat  St)  ie.  1  will  refer  Uie  gentleman  to  tiie  si-cond  vohime 
of  Gdes  and  SeatenVRe^ster  of  Debates,  and  infoim  him. 


have  addressed  the  House  seem  to  think  that,  because  )that,  if  he  will  call  on  either  of  titoie  gentlemen,  lie  v  ill 
there  is  an  objection  to  this  appropriation,  it  is  because ;  learn  that  the  matrascript  came  to  them  in  Mr.  Randolph's 
Mr.  Itandolph  is  a  citizen  of  Virpnia.  I  do  not  believe  J  autograph,  with  all  bis  touches  and  rctoitclies  upon  it. 
that  any  man  who  is  opposed  to  thw  appropriation  has  for .  This  was  not  a  apc/:ch  which  Mr.  Randolph  never  madt-; 
a  moment  thought  of  the  State  to  wlilch  Randolph  be-  not  one  publisht^t  by  liis  enemies,  toliold  him  up  to  tcnrn. 


longs  as  a  cause  of,  or  inducement  to,  the  oppontion.  Hr.  |  Mr*  Raiukilpb  will  not  deny  its  authenticity,  or  tiiunk  the 
Speaker,  to  show  tbaTthe  course  taken  would  not  be  no-.geiitl«m:n  for  colKng  it  in  question.  With  this  qiecch 
Tel  in  England,  I  would-refer  tlte  chairman  of  the  Com-  j  publidicd  to  die  worra,  and  a  copy  of  It  in  the  han<b  of 
mittee  on  Foreign  Affairs  to  what  took  place,  not  many  ,the  Rmperor  Nicholas  in  less  than  four  months  af^cr  it 

;t.    Mr.  Canning  hi^  was  pronounced,  was  Mr.  Randolph  the  mun  who  might 
charged  with  recriv-|to  hare  been  selected  for  this  mission?   Giant  th:it  itbc- 
Did  be  set  up  the  .^hmgiA  to  some  able  or  ^«tinguv»hed  son  of  Vii^^tiia,  could 


years  ago,  in  the  British  PaHiamcnt 
been  wi  a  miuion  to  Lisboni  be  was  < 
iiig  par  wlien  lu»  services  had  craicd. 
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no  0R«  be  found  but  Mr.  Randolph  *  Sir,  within  the  angle 
of  my  eye  methinks  I  see  one,  more  th«n  one,  at  thin  mo- 
ment^ who  would  Imve  dischiirged  the  duties  of  mtDislcr 
ftbroad,  and  to  this  court,  with  more  credit  to  himself,  and 
mure  to  tlic  satiafaction  of  the  country,  Uian  Mr.  Randolph. 
In  every  tKHnt  of  view  tt  wu  an  unfortunate  appointmcD^ 
both  to  the  country  and  the  individual.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  who  last  addressed  the  House,  informs  ufi, 
tliat,  when  Mr.  Randolph  asked  of  the  Emperor  leave  of 
absence,  it  was  readilv  granted.  I  believe  every  vrord  of 
this,  for  1  have  no  doubt  he  had  rather  Mr.  Randolph 
■hould  re«de  in  England  than  any  part  of  Ruraia.  But  is 
such  a  re»deiice  compatible  with  our  viewB,  or-tlie  most 
condutuve  to  our  intereits?  Mr.  Randolph  iai  the  miiustcr 
of  the  United  States,  and  not  the  Emperor  of  Russia's. 

But,  says  the  gentleman,  this  is  not  the  time  to  express 
our  disapprobation  of  this  appointment;  it  ought  to  have 
been  done  when  Mr.  Rudolph's  name  was  sent  to  the 
Senate;  his  nomination  was  ratified  wiUiout  a  division  of 
that  body.  Neither  the  Senate  nor  tite  House  tiien  knew 
the  nature  of  the  appointment.  Mr.  Randolph  was  nomi- 
nated minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  St.  Pctera- 
burg,  and,  as  atich,  -his  nomination  Was  confirmed;  but 
who  then  knew,  or  before  the  commencement  of  this  ses- 
sion, of  his  discretionary  privilege  to  remain  in  England? 
and  who,  befiU'e  tlus  bill  was  called  up,  could  express  any 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  appointment?  Sir,  this  appropn- 
ation  is  not  opposed  because  Mr.  Randolph  is  a  Virginian; 
you  know  that,  not  many  days  ago,  i  did  justice  to  Vir- 
^nia,  and  said  what  I  beUered  to  De-true  of  her  illustrious 
and  distinguislied  men.  It  ismy  attachment  to  these  men 
that  would  induce  me,  if  any  thing  could,  to  speak  unfavor- 
ably of  Mr.  Randolph;  for,  what  one  of  your  Presidents  has 
he  not  denounced,  witli  the  exception  of  Washington  ?  1 
would  refer  gentlemen  to  his  letter  to  James  Lloyd,  writ- 
.ten  during  the  late  war,  for  aconfirmation  of  what  1  assert. 
I  oouki  refer  them  tb  another  fiict,  not  yet  allud<^  to,  but 
well  kno^vn  to  you.  Mr.  JefTeraon's  son-in-law,  ilr. 
Kppcs,  during  ^e  adminisb-ation  of  Mr.  Kladison,  went 
into  the  gentleman's  own  district^  and  by  his  constituents 
was  returned  a  member  of  Congress,  for  Uie  express  pur- 

fiose  of  depriving  Mr-  Kandolpli  of  a  scat  here.  Yet  his 
ame  is  written  etery  where,  and  the  world  is  titled  with 
his  glory !  This  is  news  indeed.  I  wotdd  refer  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  lib  toast,  sent  two  years  ago  to  the  dinner 
given  in  honor  of  Mr.  JeffeFsonfs  birthday.  The  prin- 
ciples of  Mr.  Jefleraon  before  he  was  in  oiHce,  and  the 
principles  which  brought  him  into  office."  Are  tlit-se  the 
sentiments  of  one  who  approved  of,  and  supported  the 
administration  of  Thomas  Jefleraon?    I  think  not. 

Sir,  pass  this  i^ipropriation,  and  unless  Mr.  Randolph 
has  become  divested  of  tiuit  piuity  of  conduct,  and  incor- 
ni;  tibility,  for  which  some  of  his  friends  have  said  he  has 
been  rendered  more  «onspictlbus  than  any  other  man,  our 
labor  will  be  in  run — not  a  cent  of  it  can  be  touch. 

Mr.  I*,  concluded  by  moving  an  amendment,  (which 
Mr.  Stanhkbt  accepted  in  lieu  of  his  motion  to  strlkt; 
out,)  viz.  to  add  to  tlie  appropriation  the  following  pro- 
viso: 

"  Provided,  Thmt  the  time  which  aiTy  minister  shall  ab- 
sent himself  from  the  country  to  which  he  is  appointed, 
after  having  been  received  by  the  Government  thereof, 
shall  be  deducted  in  compating  his  salary,  or  ycaiiy  com- 
penaation." 

-Mr.  JiOUI.-DIN',  of  Virginia,  saiil,  as  no  man,  in  or  out 
of  tlie  House,  hud  any  the  least  doubt  about  the  iaitue  of  this 
debate,  further  argument  upon  it  would  be  both  idle  and 
ridiculous.  But  t  have  feclJig!<,  sir,  said  Hr.  B..,  which, 
in  my  mtuation  here,  it  were  almost  criminal  wholly  to 
suppress.  I  should  be  sorry,  however,  if  any  one  should 
ileem  me  CA|>ablc  of  entertaining  a  Uiouglit,  fur  one  mo- 
ment, tli:.t  the  well-earned  fame  of  our  minister  to  Ruswa 
could  in  aug^it-beaJIccbed  by  any  tlnng  that  Uu  come. 


or  can  come,  from  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr. 
BonoBs,]  or  neetis  any  thing  I  could  say  in  defence.  Sir, 
that  &me  and  character  stands  on  a  proud  eminence,  far 
above  the  xeach  of  auehadaggeras  maUce  wears;  it  needs 
ne  shidd  that  I  could  interpose.  But*  ur,  the  grounds  on 
which  the  exhibiUon  of  the  geaUeman  was  made,  deserve 
to  he  adverted  to. 

In  the  course  of  this  discusuon,  he  asked  more  than  once, 
as  did  bis  colleague,  [Mr.  Pxjjbge,]  what  Mr.  Randolph 
had  done.  What  were  the  great  services  referred  to  by 
the  message?  The  questicm  has  been  before  and  hetter 
answered)  but  1  too  will  give  the  answer;  because  it  at  the 
aaiiic  t^mc  lays  bare  the  reason  why  (now  that  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph is  beyond  the  sea)  we  have  been  eompelled  to  bear 
tlie  vituperation  we  have  heard.  Mr.  Randolph's  services, 
wr,  among  others,  are  these:  fi:om  his  youth  up  to  this 
time,  he  has  lent  the  whole  force  of  bis  mighty  mind  to 
the  defence,  the  protection  of  the  rights -and  liberty  of 
tlie  citizen,  and  the  prii^ples  of  the  constitution*  against 
the  encroachmcDts  of  power  and  the  more  dangerous  com* 
binations  of  interest;  whether  their  movements  were  made 
under  cover  of  protection,  or  in  any  other  maoncr.  In 
this,  the  noblest  aim  of  the  greatest  mind,  he  was  again 
and  again  successful.  In  that  success,  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  and  others  of  bu  futh,  met 
tlicir  defeat.  Thus,  by  the  exertion  of  his^lendid  talents 
in  the  same  course  of  action,  Mr.  -nsndolph  at  the  same  time 
won  the  highest  esteem,  the  warmest  love  and  gratitude 
of  those  whom  he  so  long  and  so  ably  represented  here, 
{disced  himself  on  the  ground  of  cminenceaiKl  esteem  which 
tie  now  occupies  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  all  good  men 
and  ti-ue,  who  are  liberty's  friends,  and  yarned  the  ever- 
lasting hate  of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,.  [Mr.  j 
and  others  his  associates  in  principle  apd  policy^  and  there- 
fore we  hear  such  now. 

1  would  now,  nr,  proceed  to  remark  upon  some  puts 
of  the  gentleman's  speech;  but,  in  the  rules  by  which  free* 
dom  of  debate  is  secured,  and  decorum  required,  there  are 
some  things  which  I  do  not  so  precisely  com{mhend. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cahskeunc]  al- 
luded the  other  day  (hypothetically)  to  a  perjured  Sena* 
tor — he  was  declared  out  of  order.  But,  ifoo  tliia^oor  a 
member  reads  aspeedi  made  in  the  Senate,  and  prochums 
that  such  speech  could  be  made  by  no  gentleman,  he  is  in 
order.  [Uerethe  SPEAKIi^Rinterposed,  ahdstud  "thatif 
the  SeiMtor  who  made  the  speech  was  still  a  member  oi 
that  body,  the  jnatter  stated  would  not  be  in  order."} 
Mr.  BouLuiH  said  that  the  distinction,  tbou^nice,  exists 
and  proceeded. 

Yet,  air,  were  I,  or  any  member  of  this  House,  to  say 
that  between  the  supposed  critic  and  the  habits,  feelinga^ 
and  manners  of  a  gentleman,  there  existed  a  non-conduc- 
tor, through  which  he  could  in  no  wise  pau — it  wouU  not 
be  in  order.  [The  SPEAKER  agun  interposed,  and  said, 
"  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  Iws  been  in  no  manner  al- 
luded to  during  this  debatb;  that,  between  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  lidand  and  the  gentleman  from  Mew-  Yoik, 
[Mr.  C-}  some  irregularity  liad  crept  ip  unobserved,  and 
was  afterwards  of  necesu^  allowed,  in  some  joeasurc,  to 
be  extended;  but  it  shall  go  uo  further.  The  last  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  if  applied  to  a  member  of 
tills  House,  would  not  be  in  order,,  and  be  will  not  be  al- 
lowed to  proceed  in  that  manner."]  Mt.  B.  continued.  

I  did  not  make  the.  assertion  contained  in  the  hypothetical 
case  stated;  nor  intend  otherwise  to  make  it,  than  to  con- 
trast the  diects  of  tbe  rule  on  cases  too  mucii  ^ke  for  me 
to  see  readily  the  diflmnce.  1  didintend  to  remark  on 
a  few  other  pardctdars  in  the  gentlemiut*!  «pee^|hut, 
sir,  as  1  confessed  at  first,  tha^  for  the  decirion  of  the  mat- 
ter in  debate,  argument  is  worse  than  useless,  apd  any 
defence  of  Mr.  Randolph  being  a  work  of  supcreroga^Klt^ 
and  as  I  could  not  remark  free^  and  truly  Upon'  the  par* 
tiouUn  1  bun  in  miii^  within  the  i-ules  of  the  Housei  I 
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will  proceed  no  further,  but  conclude  by  remarking  only, 
that  It  would  not  gratify  my  feelings  to  ihow  simply  that 
between  the  pictures  drawn  and  the  original  there  is  no 
fikeaeM  to  be  seen,  eren  by  the  tmnter  hinuelf,  vhen  1 
should  be  precluded  from  anioiauvernon  on  the  painter 
by  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Sduth  Carolina,  then  expressed  his  re- 
gret that  this  debate  had  proceeded  thus  far,  and  demanded 
the  previous  question — Seconded — yeas  85,  nays  V7. 

Mr.  ,STANDERY  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  previous  question,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  C.  P.  WHITE  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  which 
Vas  not  sustained. 

The  question  vas then  put,  "Shall  the  nuln  question 
be  now  puL'^  and  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  73,  nays 
100. 


This  vote  having  the  elfec^  to  remove  the  question  of  member  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Buboes.]  In  the  course 

of  his  remai-ks  the  other  day,  he  invoked  us  younger  mera- 


the  engtossment  df  the  bill  from  before  the  House  for  to- 

Kr.  BWIGHT  moved  to  reconsider  tlua  rote^  in  order 
that  the  bill  might  be  disposed  of  to-day. 

The  House  agreed  to  reconsider  the  vote. 

Mr.  BI.A1R  then,  with  the  consent  of  the  Houie,  with- 
drew his  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ST0RR9,  of  New  York,  inquired  of  Mr.  Ahchsb 
as  to  the  authority  on  which  he  had  made  certain  state- 
mentSf  at  the  commencement  of  this  debate,  aa  to  the  con- 
dition and  character  of  our  negotiations  with  Russia,  and 
the  effect  of  Mr.  Randolph's  absence. 

Hr.  ATTCHER  declined  making  any  disclosure  on  the 
■object  of  his  authority.  He  stated  .that  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  do  so,  as  this  negotiation  is  in  its  inception. 
He  expressed  his  conviction  that  he  should  have  the  con- 
currence of  the  gentleman  from  New  Vork,  if  that  gen- 
tleman was  in  po'ssessioii  of  the  same  knowledge. 

Mr.  STORKS  said  very  likely  it  might  be  10^  but  he 
was  without  that  necessary  knowledge. 

Mr.  CARSON  then  rose,  end  said,  the  part  which  I  shall 
act  in  this  political  drama,  (or  farce,  if  gentlemen  choose 
■o  to  call  it,)  win  be  but  an  humble  one.  My  part  shall 
be,  sir,  to  defend,  with  my  feeble  abilities^  a  very  humble 
individual  in  his  own  estimation,  but  one  highly  exalted 
in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen;  an  individual,  sir,  whose 
birhest  ambition  is,  to  be  permitted  to  walk  in  the  peace- 
fiilshades  of  retirement,  and  pursue  domestic  ease;  an  in- 
ifindual  who  has  never  sought  office,  but  who,  like  old 
Cincinnatus,  when  the  exigencies  of  hia  country  have  de- 
manded his  services,  has  never  refused  the  call,  whe- 
ther it  be  to  the  field  or  to  the  cabinet.  That  individual, 
sir,  is  Andrew  Jackson,  whose  name  haf  been  introduced 
into  tliis  debate,  but  to  be  reviled  and  slandered.  The 
other  illustrious  personages,  whose  names  have  been  intro- 
duced, (Mr.  Kuntlolph  and  Mr.  Van  Buren,)  have  already 
been  amply  defended  by  their  respective  fricods;  they 
need  nothing  at  my  han<b;  it  would  be  supeifluoua  to  of- 
fer it.'  To  observe  something  like  method  in  thi:  course 
of  my  remarks,  I  must  commence  at  the  beginning,  how- 
ever much  may  be  left  out  on  the  way. 

It  appears,  sir,  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
STAXBEar]  was  the  pioneer  sent  ahead  to  clear  away 
the  rubbish,  and  pi-epare  the  field  fbr  action.  The  first 
valorous  k'night  which  entered  the  list  on  their  nde,  was 
the  renowned  champion  of  domestic  manufiuctures,  [Mr. 
Mauamt.]  Ills  onset,  sir,  was  a  bold  one,  and  he  lashed 
away  with  such  fury,  that  it  reminded  me  of  Hudibraa's 
bear,  who 

"  KiKhiitirt  n-ii,Bndtkiiiiirri.u^fit, 

And  bdng  duwn  he  Mi  atMUt." 

The  gentleman,  Mr,  marched  up  into  the  very  teeth  of 
the  great  Autocrat  of  all  the  Russias,  boldly  demanding' 
his  country's  rights  with  threatening  countenance  and 
men-icing  |rpBticulation,  and  then  told  us,  that  was  the 
waj  our  Dunisttrt  •houlddo."  Now,  dr.  If  this  is  tiit  Tcty 
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way  that  ministers  should  do,  why,  they  must  be  selected 
hereafter,  not  for  tlieir  diplomatic,  but  for  their  physical 
abilities.  I'lie  order  of  things  must  be  changed;  and,  in- 
stead of  selecting  ministers  for  thrir  intellectual  and  moral 
worth,  athletic  powers  must  be  the  standard  by  which  we 
are  to  judge  oi  men  suited  for  foreign  missions. 

Sir.  when  the  party  to  wificli  tlut  gentleman  belongs 
comes  into  power,  (which  I  tnist  never  will  be,)  Itm^ 
probably  suit  their  notions  of  propriety  to  practise  upon 
this  theory;  but  I  hope,  sir,  for  the  credit  of  my  countrjr, 
that  powers  of  mind,  instead  of  body,  will  be  looked  to  m 
the  selection  of  men  to  fill  high  and  important  stations.  In 
dismissing  the  gentleman  from  A'crmont,  [Mr.  Ualukt,] 
I  will  only  arid,  that,  while  his  friends  fnay  praise  his  cou- 
rage,  ftw  will  be  found  to  compliment  his  discretion.  The 
next  gentleman  to  whom  notice  is  due,  is  the  learned 


bers  to  recollect  that  respect  due  to  "  bald  heads  and  gr^ 
hairs.'*  I  trust,  sir,  in  what  I  may  deem  it  my  duty  to  say 
upon  this  occasion,  or  any  other,  I  shall  never  be  found 
wanting  in  that  reverence  always  due  to  locks  upon  which 
age  and  experience  have  set  their  venerable  signets.  But, 
sir,  if  aged  men  see  fit  to  enter  tlie  list,  "and  run  a  muck" 
against  all  the  younger  ones  in  the  House,  while  chivalry 
might  forbid  the  return  of  the  arrows,  self-defence  may 
demand  that  we  ward  them  off,' whether  pointed  ftir,  or 
tipped  with  pdtson. 

The  gentleman  set  out  l^  saybtg  "  that  the  present  is, 
I  believe,  no  unusual  discusn'on.  £i  the  short  term  of  my 
service  In  this  haU,  I  have  witnessed  sitting  after  sitting  of 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
where  tKe  quantum  of  salary,  compared  with  the  service 
of  foreign  ministers,  was  the  subject  of  most  stirring  de- 
bate. When  has  the  competency  of  this  House  to  move 
such  a  debate  been  questioned?  Never,  until  the  present 
^tting  of  the  committee.  If  I  am  mistaken,  I  ask  the 
chsirman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  to  tell 
me  when  that  question  was  made  by  the  friends  of  the  last 
administration.'*  Now,  sir,  I  will  answer  the  gentletnan's 
interrogatories,  and  tell  him  when,  and  by  whom,  "the 
competency  of  this  House"  was  questioned,  and  also  show 
him  it  was  "  by  tlio  friends  of  the  last  administration." 

Sir,  during  the  discussion  upon  the  far-&med  but  abor- 
tive Panama  mission,  a  sinular  question  arose  upon  the  bill 
making  the  appropriations  for  that  mission,  or  upon  the 
report  made  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  fcc.  Mr. 
Webster,  the  great  leader  of  the  then  administration  party 
in  the  Mouse,  made  the  aueaUon,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  implicitly  lollowed  his  lead.  I  beg  leave  to 
read  from  Mr.  W.'s  speech,  delivered  14th  April,  1826. 
(<Hles  and  Beaton's  Debates,  pages  32,  55,  fcc.  vol.  3d, 
part  2d.) 

* '  Such  appointments,  says  Mr.  Webster,  (foreign  min- 
isters,) li  therefore  a  clear  and  unquestionable  exercise  of 
Executive  power.  It  is,  indeed,  less  connected  with  the 
appropriate  duties  of  the  House  than  almost  any  other  Ex- 
ecutive act;  because  the  office  of  a  public  minititeris  not 
created  by  any  statute  or  law  of  our  own  Government:  if 
exists  under  the  law  of  nations,  and  is  recognised  as  exist- 
ing by  our  constitution.  TTie  acts  of  Congress,  indeed, 
limit  the  salaries  of  public  ministers,  but  they  do  no  more. 
Every  thiw  else  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  public 
ministers,  their  numbers,  the  time  of  their  appointment, 
and  the  negotiations  contemplated  m  such  appointments, 
is  matter  for  '  Executive  discretion.'  "  Again,  he  says, 
"he  (the  President)  cannot  shift  the  responsibility  from 
liiniaelf,  and  we  cannot  assume  it.  Sucli  a  course,  sir, 
would  confound  all  that  is  distinct  in  the  constitutional  as- 
signment at  our  respective  functions.  It  would  break 
down  all  known  diviraons  of  power,  and  put  an  end  to  all 
just  Tesponnbi^.**  In  short^sir,  without  tiring  your  pa- 
tience with  readjng  all  tho  patsafea  t  have  marked,  Mr. 
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Webrter*!  speech  throughout  U  »n  effort  to  prove  that 
we  were  comtitutionally  bound  to  sppropnatc  the  aalarics 
of  public  minUterst  thnt  we  laA  nothing  to  do  with  the 
estabhaliment  of  missions,  nor  with  the  appointment  of 
niiuiBtcrs,  nor  with  tlietr  instructions.  ThuSf  sir,  I  l»vc 
shown  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  "  where  the, com- 
petency of  this  House  to  move  such  a  debate  was'qiies 
tionedt*'  and  that  **  it  was  by  tlie  friends  of  tlie  last  adtnln- 
istratlon."  That  is  not  all,  nr;  fur  he,  too,  sustained  the 
doctrine  tliroughout  then,  (liewevcr  obnoxious  it  may  ap- 
I>ear  now,)  by  bis  rote,  and  by  his  ud  to  that  misaon,  in 
every  st^e,  and  tiirou^  all  Its  ramifications. 

Sir,  how  much  more  appropriate  would  the  arguments 
of  tlic  learned  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Web- 
ster) have  been  to  tl»e  question  at  pi-esent  before  us! 
Their  force  and  reasoning,  if  it  applied  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  tniiisioR  to  Panama,  how  much  more  eminent- 
ly does  it  apply  in  this  case?  The  present  is  a  m:s^on 
of  long  standing.  Those  sicquwnted  with  tlie  dii^luma- 
tic  history  of  the  country  will  recollect  that  it  originated 
with  Mr.  Jefferson.  He  nominated  Mr.  Sliort,  who  was 
rejected  by  the  Senate.  Mr.  J,  Q.  Adams  was  subse- 
quently nominated  by  Mr.  Madison,  and  was  our  first  min- 
ister at  the  court  of  St.  Petersburg,  and  a  diplom:;tic 
intercourse  has  been  kept  up  ever  since  between  the  two 
GoTcmments,  But  it  has  been  this  ordinary  kind  of  inter- 
course recognised  by  the  laws  of  nations,  and  practised  on 
by  the  civilized  world. 

Not  so,  sir,  with  the  Panama  mission.  Although  the 
friends  of  that  measure  labored  bard  to  confound  it  with 
the  usual  diplomatic  relations  bctweii  friendly  Powers; 
and  although  the  persons  nominated  were  denominated 
"ministers," yet  they  were  the  representatives  of  tliis  na- 
tion lent  to  a  *'  Congress  of  nations,"  which  was  by  pre- 
vious conveotional  arrangement,  by  treaties  signed  and 
ratified,  to  convene  at  ttie  isthmus  of  Fanama;  and  the 
topics  for  consideration  and  adjustment  were  all  arrange<l 
and  specifically  set  forth  by  the  South  American  repuh- 
Uc%  in  the  treaties  before  alluded  to.  Our  ministers  then 
(more  properly  representatives,  and  deputies  they  were 
called  in  South  America)  would  have  necessarily  been 
compelled  to  take  part  in  those  subjerts;  and,  by  taking 
part,  it  was  feared  hy  many  of  us  that  wc  might  be  com- 
mitted, as  a  nation,  to  enter  into  any  arrangement  which  a 
majority  of  those  nations  might  have  decided  on.  There- 
fore, the  representatives  of  the  people  here  had  a  right — 
nay,  it  was  their  bounden  duty— to  stay,  if  they  couM,  a 
project  so  novel,  so  dangerous,  and  frai^t  with  unknown 
consequences. 

Yet  the  gentleman  ft-om  Blickle  Island,  [Wr.  BcaoES,] 
trith  a  knowledge  of  all  those  facts,  Rwallowcd  down  that 
misnon,  appropriations  and  all,  which  cost  the  Govern- 
ment near  a  hundred  thousand  dollars,  but  now  luu  be- 
come so  fastidious  with  regard  to  the  "people's  rights," 
tc,  that  the  regular  saUry  allowed  by  law  to  our  foreign 
ministera  completely  cheats  him.  Sir,  I  cannot  say  that 
this  is  "straining  at  a  gnat  and  swallowing  a  camel;  but 
I  do  Uiink  it  is  swallowing  a  camel  and  tlien  straining  at  a 
gnat  Sir,  why  is  alt  this?  Is  it  hccatise  Mr.  Adams  re- 
commended the  one,  and  General  Jafikson  tlie  other?  If 
so,  let  me  read  another  paragraph  or  two  from  the  speech 
of  Mr.  Webster,  which,  no  doubt,  tliat  genllemau  con- 
riders  high  authority: 

"  The  confidence  which  is  due  from  us  to  the  Executive, 
and  from  the  Executive  to  us,  is  not  personal,  but  ofiicial 
and  constitutional,  says  .Mr.  W.  It  hiis  nothing  to  do  witii 
individual  liUngs  or  disliking^  but  results  from  that  divi- 
sion of  power  among  departments,  and  thoM  limitations 
on  the  authority  oLeacb,  Which  belong  to  the  nature  and 
frame  of  our  Cijvcmment." 

Sir,  has  lI'C  coui-se  of  the  |^entlcman  from  Rhude  Island 
been  influenced  by  indi\-;dual  likings  or  di^likings"* 
Biit  alitde  fUrtJl»r,  sir: 


"It  would  be  unfortunate,  indeed,  continues  Mr.  W., 
if  our  line  of  constitutional  action  were  to  vibrate  back- 
ward and  fwward,  according  to  our  opinions  of  persons, 
swerving  this  way  to-day,  from  undue  attachment,  and 
the  other  way  to-morrow,  frtHn  distrust  or  dislike.  TUa 
may  sometimes  happen  from  the  weakness  of  our  virtues, 
or  the  excitement  of  our  passions,  but  I  trust  it  will  not 
be  coolly  recommended  to  us  as  the  rightful  course  of 
public  conduct." 

"  Tlie  wetness  of  our  virtueSf  or  the  excitement  of 
our  passions."  Sir,  upon  wtuch  horn  of  the  dilemma  does 
the  genticman  bang?  hit  the  result  of  weak. virtue?  cr 
would  it  not  be  more  charitable  to  suppase  that  '*  excited 
pas^on"  had  caused  this  extraordinary  change?  However, 
sir,  with  liis  virtues  or  his  passions  I  have  nothing  to  do — 
but  yet  I  have  not  done  witti  the  gentleman. 

Sir,  let  us  run  out  the  gentleman's  doctrine,  and  see 
where  it  would  necessarily  carry  him.  "We,"^id  he, 
"are  the  keepers  of  the  people's  money;  we  should  keep 
a  watchful  eye  over  their  interests,  and  should  only  pay 
for  services  actually  rendered."  "  How  k}ng,"ai=ked  the 
gentleman,  "was  Mr.  Randolph  at  St.  Petersburg?  Fay 
him  for  that  time — in  justice  he  can  demand  no  more." 

Now,  sir,  if  we  adopt  this  as  the  rule  of  our  action  to 
graduate  the  pay  according  to  services  actually  rendered, 
the  rule  must  operate  upon  every  oiBcer  of  the  Govern- 
ment. We  cannot  pay  the  jtu^s  of  the  Supreme  Court 
until  we  inquire  whether  they  liave  discharged  all  the 
duties  assigned  to  them.  If  our  venerable  Chief  Justice 
should  be  sick,  or  prevented  arriving  here  to  sit  upon  the 
Supreme  Court  Bench,  by  such  a  snow  storm  as  we  have 
just  witnessed,  why,  the  gentleman's  doctrine  is,  to  with- 
hold his  salary.  The  President,  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments, nay,  sir,  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, we  ourselves,  must  apply  the  rule  to  ourselves,  and 
nuke  it  operate  here  too.  What  has  been  the  s^tnatim 
of  the  gentleman  himself  during  the  present  session^  He 
was  unable  to  attend  to  his  duties  here,  by  sickness,  for 
some  time.  The  people  (rf'Kliode  Island  elected  him,  not 
to  be  sick,  but  to  attend  to  their  interests  on  this  floor. 
The  gentleman  has  not  done  it;  and  why?  Because  hia 
health  would  not  permit  him.  -  And  can  any  man  here  be 
BO  devoid  of  self-respect,  so  lost  to  every  feeling  and  prin- 
ciple of  a  gentleman,  as  to  move,  in  his  place,  "that,  in 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Burols,  he  ithould 
not  be  allowed  pay  for  those  days  he  failed  to  attend  the 
House  on  account  of  sickness?"  Would  not  such  a  mo- 
tion, sir,  disgrace  sny  man? 

But,  says  the  gentleman,  Hr.  Randolpli  was  not  fit — 
was  by  no  means  a  suitable  person  to  fill  the  mission,  and 
the  Prewdent  ought  not  to  have  selected  him,  &c. ;  and, 
therefore,  he  should  not  be  paid.  Tlie  answer  to  this  it^ 
sir,  tliat  that  is  a  mere  matter  of  opinion;  and  the  opi- 
nion which  the  American  people,  which  Europe  and  pos- 
terity will  entertain  of  Mr.  Randolph  as  a  gentleman,  » 
statesman,  and  an  orator,  will  be  perfectly  uninfluenced 
by  any  Uiing  Eai<1,  or  to  be' said,  in  this  House,  by  all  that 
family  of  orators  who  select  their  moment  fur  attack  when 
he  is  three  thousand  miles  off.  It  is  matter  of  opinion, 
and  it  may  be  of  jaundiced  opii^on.  As  well  might  I  say 
the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  was  not  fit  for  a  repre- 
sentative in  Congress,  and  that  the  good  people  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations  did  themselves  ^v^Dng 
to  elect  him,  and,  therefore,  he  should  not  he  paid.  But 
what  would  tiie  answer  he?  Tou,  nr,  have  no  right  to 
think  any  thing  about  itt  the  constitution  has  given  us  the 
right  to  J  udge  of  that  matter,  and  we  will  elect  whom  we 
please,  l^ie  responsibili^  rests  on  us,  not  on  you.** 
This  would  be  tiie  response  of  the  people  of  Rhode  lUand; 
and  it  would  he  tiie  true  response.  It  is  ahio  t:qually  true, 
tliat  the  constitution  has  placed  tlie  appoinLii^- power  in 
the  hands  of  tiie  President  and  the  Senate,  and-ficoni  them 
n-fl  cannot  tike  ft  if  w*  would.  It  is  no  arganem  to  aay 
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tliat  they  have  not  done  their  duty,  or  hare  RCted  impro- 
perly in  the  dischar^  of  their  duty,  beciiuse  they  are  not 
■ceo ;m table  to  U9j  for,  like  ourselves,  they  are  the  a^nta 
of  tlie  people,  and  responsible  alone  to  them;  and  should 
tlicy  violate  the  liig'h  trust  committed  to  them,  (as  in  the 
case  of  the  la^tadministnttion»)'the,people  will  remedy  the 
evil.  St,  the  propositions  of  the  ^ntleman  are  so  obsiird, 
and  30  palpably  untenable,  as  to  ahnosrreqtiirc  an  apo- 
logy for  any  argument  desired'  to  jefiite  themj  for  they 
Htaiid  refuted  on  their  very  fiioe.  The  object  of  the  dis- 
cuss'on,  sir,  cannot  be  mistaken.  It  is  vainly  hoped  that, 
by  this  course  of  abuse  and  vituperation,  they  irill  get  up 
a  popular  excitement  a^inst  General  Jackson;  and  they 
have  pounced  upon  tiie  appointment  of  Mr.  Randolph,  bc- 
cau-te  he  Is  tinfortunately  nek  in  a  distant  land,  and  they 
vishto  hold  the  President  responsible  for  the  misfortunes 
of  >[r.  Randolph,  because,  say  they,  hb  health  had  been 
bad  for  a  series  of  years,  8tc- 

Now,  sir,  if  the  notions  of  the  friend  and  partisan  of  the 
f;-cntleman  fVom  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Mallart]  are  to  he 
adopted,  and  men  selected  for  their  proximity  in  strength 
to  the  horse  or  the  ox,  then  I  grant  you  that  the  President 
■was  ttTontf.  ft  would  have  been  better,  sir,  to  have  taken 
some  Green  Ktountaia  Vermonter,  a  sherHT  of  Vermont, 
nr  a  Ititode  Island  whaleman,  who  could  have  harpooned 
a  kinj,  or  the  "great  Autocrat  of  all  theRiisslas  himself," 
and  brinp  him  to.  But,  st,  if  political  virtue,  political 
information,  political  integrity,  sagacious  mind,  towering 
and  unequalled  intellect,  with  rich  stores  of  learning,  siicli 
OS  no  other  man  is  heir  to,  of  great  moral  worth,  and  higli 
chivalry  of  feeling;  in  short,  if  Uie  possession  of  every  at- 
tribiite'which  dignifies  and  ennobles  men,  should  be  the 
distingtiiriiing  characteristics  by  which  we  are  to  judge  of 
men's  fitness  for  such  elevated  stations,  then  I  ask,  sir, 
where  was  that  in'-Iivtdual  to  be  found  more  eminently 
qualified  than  John  Randolph,  of  Roanoke?  Not  on  this 
continent,  sir,  and  Andrew  Jackson  knew  it,  and  the  una- 
nimous voice  of  the  Senate  approved  the  lelect-on. 

But  let  us  pursue  the  gentleman's  speech  a  little  furtlier: 
To  iitovr  the  ^eat  impropne^  of  Mr.  Randolph's  Icaniig 
the  «*  royal  city  of  St.  Petersburg,"  the  gentlennan  has 
found  it  necessary  to  state  to  this  House,  that  our  rela- 
tions with  Russia  have  hitherto  been  cherished  and  aus- 
tiined  by  a  minister  plenipotentiary  residing  near  tliat 
court.  At  that  court,  in  the  royal  city  of  St.  Petersburg, 
and  within  the  political  and  social  circle  of  the  Emperor 
himself,  the  high  d-guitartes  of  his  Government,  and  the  di- 
plomatic envoys  of  all  tlie  nations  of  Europe,  and  many  of 
tlime  of  Asia."  The  gentleman  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
diplomatic  term  "  near,"  but  emphatically  aaj-s,  "  at"  the 
court,  within  the  royal  city  ojTSt.  Petersburg,  8cc. 

The  frultiea,  Mr.  Speaker,  incident  to  poor  humanity, 
(of  which  I  feel  that  I  have  my  Aill  share,)  are  frequently 
jflcd  in  bar  of  errors  committed  when  no  better  excuse 
ran  be  offered.  This  may  be  pled,  sir,  by  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island,  [Mi*.  BunoES,]  fbr  that  part  of  his 
speech  which  I  have  just  read,  when  I  hav«  shown  him 
from  authority  which  he  cannot  doubt,  which  he  dare  not 
tlouht,  that  that  statement  had  no  foundation  in  feet,  and 
that  the  gentleman  knew  it. 

Now,  sir,  for  the  authority.  I  beg  leave  to  read  ^'ou 
from  a  speech  delivered  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
by  a  member  from  Rhode  Island,  on  the  15ln  February, 
l'827.  Gales  &  Seaton's  Register  of  Ucbates,  vol.  3,  page 
1197,  in  Civor  of  alloiring-  Mr.  Poinsett,  our  then  minister 
at  Mexico,  an  outfit  of  #9,000  for  trtvelling  a  (tisfance  of 
nine  miles^  ftnm  the  city  of  Mexico  to  Tacubaya.  This 
was  the  imTtiediate  subject  under  discussion,  but  the  di- 
plomatic expenditures  of  the  Goverimient  h;id  been  inves- 
tig.ttoJ,  and  Mr.  Adams  had  been  placed  in  bold  relief,  as 
having  received  different  outfits  in  the  same  year,  wtiile 
he  wa4  receiving  an  annual  salary  of  #9,000,  and  also' 
cliargcd  for  construetive  joum'^'a  wUch  he  haul  never! 


travelled.  It  was  in  defence  of  those  outfits,  salaries,  and 
constructive  joumeyn,  which  the  member  alluded  to  wax 
speaking;  and  that  member  was  no  other  than  the  honor- 
able gentleman  himself,  [Mr.  BuRass,]  who  appears  so 
horror  struck  at  the  idea  of  our  mintater  at  the  court  of 
St.  Petenbur;  IxTing  for  one  day  oat  of  that  **ra)i1  city.** 
What  dotis  he  say  in  defence  of  Mr.  Adams,  or  rather  as 
an  excuse  for  tlie  hrf^  amount  of  money  which  Mr.  A. 
received  in  one  year?  "  Let  it-  be  remembered,  said 
Mr.  Braozs,  (I  will  not  read  all,  air,)  that  Mr.  Adams  con- 
tinued to  be  minister  to  Russia,  and  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  that  station  the  whole  time  of  his  mission  to  Ghent,  to 
form  a  trea^  of  peace  with  Great  Britain.  His  mission  to 
Russia  continued  after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,"  8cc.  , 

I  ask  you  now,  kt,  to  look  at  lus  speech  in  defence  of 
Mr.  Adams,  and  his  exOTbitant  charges  for  his  services, 
and  his  speech  chai^ng-  Mr.  Randolph  vrith  the  high 
crime  of  sickness,  which  ne  says  should  pre^-ent  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph from  charging  the  Government  wrth  his  salar}',  al- 
ready fixed  and  regulated  by  law.  To  bring  the  cbai^ 
home  upon  Mr.  R.,  he  found  it  necessary  to  state,  in  his 
place  upon  this  floor,  and  upon  his  responsibility  as  a 
member,  **  that,  hitherto,  our  relations  with  Ruaau  had 
been  cherished  and  austuned  by  a  roinister  reri^ng  at  the 
court,  within  the  royal  city,"  &c.  See.  Yet,  to  acquit  Mr. 
Acbima,  his  statements  are  precisely  the  reverse.  Mr- 
Adams,  tie  says,  while  upon  the  peace  mission  at  Ghent, 
continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of  nunister  to  Russia. 
Sir,  look  at  the  two  cases.  While  the  whole  continent  of 
Europe  was  convuhed  with  war,  wh3e  the  mighty  genius 
of  Napoleon  was  holifing  the  crowned  heads  uf  mat  he> 
mispbere  at  bay,  while  the  dearest  interests  of  onr  country 
were  at  stake,  and  rested,  in  a  great  degree,  upon  the 
energy  of  our  ministers  at  Ghent,  and  upon  a  faithful  dis- 
charge of  their  duties,  and  when  all  the  faculties  of  their 
minds  mitst  have  been  devoted  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  tlieti 
under  coDstdcration;  yet,  under  all  these  circumstances, 
Mr.  Adams  *'  waa  able,  and  did,  sars  the  gentleman, 
continue  to  dlschat|;«  the  duties  of  minister  to  Ruana.'* 
Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  [ask  if,  under  all  those  circamstanees, 
Mr.  Adams  could  discharge  the  duties  of  that  station) 
whether  it  is  not  much  more  fur  to  presume  that  Mr. 
Rantlulph  (although  onwell,  and  at  London)  can  "  con- 
tinue  to  discharge  the  duties  of  minister  to  Husna.^"  The 
conclusnn  is  iiresistible;  and  I  mig^t  here  pause  to  ask, 
air,  how  the  gentleman  could  possibly  shield  himself 
from  this  gross,  this  palpable  inconslsteitcy.  Perluips,nr, 
behind  the  ramparts  of  a  "  baU  head  and  grey  locks." 
Re  it  BO.  Is  any  mie  here  ignorant  that  Mr.  R.,  with  that 
elevation  of  character  whicli  has  always  diatinguishe^  him, 
left  the  United  States  without  an  outfit,  revising  to  re- 
ceive an^  thing  which  waa  not  regularly  and  specifically 
appropriated  to  his  compensation,  and  that  he  is  actually 
in  Europe'  on  his  own  resources.^  This  single  fact,  m 
charactertstic  of  that  gendeman,  slanda  aa  a  MtHjflT  to  thb 
wjiole  debate,  the  only  reference  tft  vhkh,  in  time  to 
come,  will  be  for  the  take  of  this  great  fiu:t,  which  Mi 
friends  could  not  otlierwiae  have  pUced  in  tliat  full  view 
before  the  American  pfeople,  wtiicn  its  dtrinterestednes^ 
and  sacred  regard  to  speafic  appropriation^  n  richly  de- 
ser^-ee. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  has  aUo  taken  it 
upon  himself  to  state  tlut  the  last  annual  message  of  the 
President  "watthe  production  of  cabioet  nriniater^  mA 
that  no  member  of  Uiia  House  could,  without  hmnrd  of 
his  reputatioTi,  say  that  he  believed  the  President  eompoa* 
ed  one  sentence  of  it."  Will  he  say,  also,  that  he  did  not 
fight  his  own  batdes?  that  bis  victories  were  gained,  net 
by  him,  but  by  others  for  Iwrn?  The  gentleman,  no  doubt, 
Mr.  Speaker,  considershimself  very  n'gh  authority  incases 
i>f  tills  kind;  but,  rir,  hazardous  as  it  may  appear  to  the 
gt-ntleman,  I  bere  Uke  the  liber^     paying  ttMf  I  bel>Te 
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not  only  one,  but  every  lentence  of  the  mesaagv  wu  com- 
posed by  Andrew  Jackson.  I  mean  b;^  tlwt,  air,  that  aU 
the  ^reat  and  leading^  principles  contained  in  that  docu- 
ment were  the  suggestions  (u  the  Frendent'a  own  mind. 
There  U  no  doubt  that  hia  cabinet  tmniitcn  were  consult- 
etl;  and  inany  thing  which  it  became  necessary  to  say,  wliicli 
had  immediate  connexion  with  either  of  tlieir  depart- 
ments, the  head  of  that  department  would,  of  course,  be 
consulted,  aivl  their  views  and  wishes  attended  to,  and 
treated  with  the  deference  and  respect  due  to  tliem.  Tltis 
he  might  do^  andbe  asmuc&the  author  of  his  message  as 
of  bis  rtctoricB.  But  what  lias  this  .to  do  with  the  question 
before  us?  Nothing,  sir.  And  it  only  proves  tlie  design 
of  getting  up  this  debate.  It  was  not,  nr,  to  prevent  the 
appropriation  of  the  mon^,  but  to  get  an  opportunity  of 
letting  off  some  of  their  yellow  bile  upon  the  administra- 
tion;  Qoping',  pcrliapa,  to  get  up  a  popular  excitement 
which  would  injure  tlic  Pi-esident  in  his  next  election. 
And  the  modus  operandi  of  ttie  gentleman  is,  to  plunder 
from  General  Jackson  his  bard-earned  fame;  to  steal  from 
liim  the  eirle  honors  he  is  winiung  for  himself,  and  with 
those  honors  to  deck  the  brow  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  And, 
to  do  this,  he  turns  tail  on  himself,  and  contradicts  all  the 
doctrines  of  the  I'anama  and  I'acubaya  school.  V'es,  sir, 
while  he  denounces  the  Secretary  of  State  as  a  Hachiavel, 
he  makes  him  the  author  of  all  we  Fretudent's  meases, 
and  particularly  his  last,  which  has  been  pronouncca  by 
the  American  people  to  be  one  of  the  most  able  State 
papers  delivered  to  Congress  wnce  the  commencement 
of  the  Government*.  But  that  may  be  the  reason  of  the 
attack  on  the  message.  The  people  like  it)  therefore 
some  hate  it. 

But,  sir,  the  purity  and  integrity  of  Gen.  Jackson's 
character  is  so  well  known  and  established  witli  the 
American  people,  that  the  gentleman  is  aware  he  is  invul- 
nerable in  that  parti  and  the  greatest  ei^rt  of  the  gentle- 
man has  been  to  make  him  a  fool,  an  automaton  in  the 
hands  of  a  "  Hachiavelian"  politician,  who  moves  him  at 
will.  Sir,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  that  more  in- 
justice has  been  done  to  General  Jackson,  with  regard  to 
the  dictation  of  bis  various  communications  to  Congress, 
tlun  to  any  great  man  that  our  country  has  produced; 
and  it  is  the  result  of  two  causes,  operating  with  eqiu) 
ibrce,  to  blast  the  fame  of  that  noble,  generous,  good, 
and  great  man.  One  of  those  causes  results  from  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Adams  and  CUy  party  during  tlie 
last  Presidential  election.  The  abuse  and  slanders  pour- 
ed forth  ag»inst  him  by  his  enemies,  will  be  recuUected 
by  all.  Nothing  that  villany  couki  suggest,  or  biiseness 
execute,  but  wliat  was  said  and  done  to  ruin  the  standing 
and  clutfacter  of  Gcncnd  Jackson.  He  could  ncitlicr 
rea<C  write,  nor  spell,  said  the  partyt  and  although  so 
many  proofs  have  been  given  of  bis  superior  intellect  and 
leariung,  yet  it  would  not  do  for  the  gcntlecnan  from 
Rhode  kknd  to  recognise  it  as  the  production  of  General 
Jackson;  for  that  would  be  giving  the  lie  direct  to  his  part}', 
and  to  what  he  has,  no  doubt,  said  himself.  'I'heri  fore, 
it  is,  that  th«y  will  allow  nothing  to  General  Jackson 
which  is  his. 

The  other  cause  I  alluded  to  is,  that  certidn  of  the 
friends,  or  pretended  friends,  of  General  Jackson,  are 
looking  forward  to  their  own  elevation,  and  will  willingly 
take  ^1  the  credit  of  General  Jackson's  acts,  and  of  Iiis 
adnriniattstioi^  if  it  will  ud  their  future  prospects.  Uis 
fiune  or  himself  are  nothing  to  them,  unless  tliey  can  be 
advanced  by  him  or  his  fiune.  And  thus,  air,  is  tliis  great 
man,  honest  himself,  confiding  in  his  nature,  about  tu  be 
destroyed  by  tiiose  causes  operating  in  conjunction.  Uis 
characteTi  sir,  is  the  property  of  Uiis  nation,  sacred  to  the 
Ameriewi  people,  and  "must  be  preienred." 

llie  gentleman  fi-Mn  Rhode  Island  amused  me  by  a 
.discorery  which  he  has  made,  and  n^ich  has  only  been 
excelled  by  an  **uirention"  which  he  charges  Mr.  Van 


Buren  with  having  made.  The  part  of  the  message  re- 
lating to  the  mission  to  Bnssia,  the  gentleman  sajs,  is  a 
**&biic  wrought  in  the  State  Department,  and  that  Mr. 
Van  Buren  luul  invented  that  miBsion  to  suit  the  taJenla, 
&c.  of  John  Itandolph." 

Sir,  since  the  inventive  genius  of  man  first  developed 
itself—since  the  days  in  w-hichthe  miglity  genius  of  the 
great  Grecian  poet  invented  the  machinery  of  poets,  and 
brought  gocU  in  alliance  witli  mortals — never  has  such  an 
invention  as  this  of  Mr.  Van  Bureu's.been  heard  of. 

Wjiat,  sir!  invented  a  misaon  that  had  been  invented 
more  tluB  twenty  yean  ago,  and,  in  accordance  with  the 
original  invention,  diplomatic  intercourse  regularly  kept 
up  between  the  Governments  ever  since!  Well  may  thi> 
be  called  the  age  of  mechanics,  when  such  inventions  as 
tliese  are  brought  forth.  If  Archimedes  had  had  wlicreon 
to  set  his  fulcrum,  he  could  not  liave  surpassed  this  in* 
vention  of  the  Secretary  of  Btate:  and  if  Mr.  Van  Buren 
could  only  get  a  model  tif  bis  own  invention,  and  deposite 
it,  according  to  our  patent  laws,  in  the  Patent  Office,  he 
would  certunly  be  entitled  to  a  patent  right  for  the  most 
novel  and  extraordinary  invention  ever  heard  of  by  man. 
Sir,  I  shall  push  on  now  to  a  duty,  which  isa  painful  one, 
but  one  made  necessary  by  the  course  and  object  of  tliia 
debate.  I  remarked  before,  sir,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
disguise  tlie  aim  and  object  of  the  opposition,  who  liave 
provoked  tliia  unnecessary  and  unexpected  diseusNOn.  It 
IS,  sir,  to  induce  the  people  to  believe  that  General  Jack- 
son and  his  friends  are  regardless  of  their  rights,  and 
reckletcsly  squandering  their  money;  and  they  have  taken 
occa^on  to  remark  upon  expenditures  of  the  last  ad- 
ministration, which  were  denounced  as  highly  improper 
by  the  republican  party  then  in  Congress,  whose  objec- 
tions have  been  subsequently  sustained  by  the  Amencan 
people.  Sir,  as  the  people,  in  tlieir  high  elective  capa- 
city, had  pronounced  judgment  uptm  the  last  administra- 
tion, and  conngned  the  men  then  in  power  to  the  shadca 
of  retirement,  1  think  it  woidd  have  heen  better  for  their 
friends  to  have  suffered  them  and  their  acts  to  have  re- 
mained undisturbed.  But,  sir,  as  they  challenged  a 
parallel  case  to  this  of  Mr.  Bondolph,  1  will  show  it  ilicm. 

1  Commence,  «r,  by  naming  the  much>taiked-of  and 
far-&mcd,  but  abortive,  Panama  mission,  which  cMt  the 
Groremment  something  like  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
krs.  Ilie  particuhu-s  and  merits  of  that  mission  it  is  not 
now  necessaty  to  mention  or  discus's.  But  there  were 
some  circumstances  connected  with  tlie  movements  of  one 
of  the  ministers  and  the  secretary  of  leg&tioii,  which  I 
deem  it  proper  to  bring  to  the  recollection  of  gentlemen 
who  supported  that  mission,  but  who  deem  the  appoint- 
ment of  and  movements  of  Mr.  Randolph  so  reprelK-nb.ble. 
The  nonunatiuna  of  Mr.  Anderson,  Mr.  Set;gcait^  and 
Uucliektcr,  uere  confirmed  by  the  Beimte  on  the  loth 
March,  1826.  Mr.  Anderson,  who  was  cur  then  minister 
at  Bogota,  led  that  place,  under  his  new  orders,  lor  Pa- 
nama, and  had  to  wait  till  he  died  in  the  pestilential  swamp 
of  Carthagena,  while  his  colleagues  u  ere  i-Ieciioncerii.g  in 
the  United  Slates.  He  was,  iieverthcless,  paid,  or  lus 
representatives  were  paid,  an  outfit  of  ^9,000 :  (1  have  the 
authority  of  the  genueman  from  Rhode  Island  for  sajing 
so:)  and  he  stated  it  in  bis  speech  made  in  ftLvor  of  Mr. 
Poinsett's  receiving  another  outfit,  who  was  appointed  the 
successor  to  Mr.  Anderson.  It  will  be  recollected,  air, 
that  the  Congress  of  nations  adjourned  from  Panan.a  to 
meet  at  Tacubaya,  a  place  about  nine  miles  distant  from 
tlie  city  of  Mexico,  where  Mr.  Poinsett  then  was,  as  our 
minister,  and  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Bl  rg&b]  advocatt.<t  lus 
receiving  an  outfit  of  s'9,000  for  travelling  that  distance, 
while  he  was  receiving  his  salary  of  S9,l>00  per  aniium, 
and  which  he  never  travelled^  for  the  vibrant  Cotigrcaa 
was  never  found',  nor  eva-  aat  in  any  town,  village,  or 
parish,  whatever. 
It  was  not  thonglkt  expedient  by  Mr.  Adams  aiid  Mr. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS 


650 


Fib.  8»  I80I.] 


Minitter  ioMuula. 


[H.  or  R. 


C]ay,  to  order  Mr.  Sergeant  and  Mr.  Rochester  to  repair 
to  Panama,  as  originall}-  designed,  but  kept  them  at  liome 
for  other  nurposefl.  The  distinguiahed  gentleman  wlio 
occupies  thia  chur  (pointing  to  the  seat  m  Judre  Hemp* 
hill,  uf  Phihulelphia)  resigned  Wa  seat  on  tliia  floor  after 
the  cIoK  of  tlie  nrst  nessioit  of  the  nineteenth  Congress.  A 
successor,  of  course,  had  to  be  elected.  The  adiniiiistra* 
tion,  as  was  their  custom,  stirted  a  cMdidate,  and  Mr. 
Serg«ant  'was  the  man.  The  gubernatorial  election  came 
on  111  the  same  year  in  the  gi-cat  State  of  New  York,  and 
Mr.  Rochester  was  started  there. 

Thus,  we  see,  mr,  that  those  two  f^entlemen,  who-  had 
been  nominated  and  ratified  by  the  8<9iate  as  minister  and 
secretary  of  legation  to  Pananw,  were  kept  at  home,  and 
were  the  administration  ciindidates  before  the  people,  while 
Mr.  Anderson  waa  exposed  to  yellow  fever  and  bluck  vn- 
nit,  in  Carthaeena,  where  he  had  been  recklessly  ordered, 
and  cn^elly  K-xt  to  die! 

But  what  is  the  most  extraordinary  of  all  this  novel  pro- 
ceeding is,  that  Mr.  Roch«ster  shouhThave  been  pud  his 
salary  as  secretary  of  legation  to  Panama,  while  he  re- 
aiaincd  at  home,  canvassing  for  the  office  of  Governor, 
agsdnst  that  truly  great  and  Lamented  man,  De  Witt  Clin> 
ton.    I  say  truly  great,  sir,  for  if  we  were  now  asked  to 

Soint  out  his  equal,  wliither  should  we  turn' our  eyes  to 
nd  him  * 

But  there  it  another  fact  connected  with  this  tran^ac* 
tion,  not  very  reputable  to  Mr.  Clay,  to  be  sure,  but  one 
which  I  stull  here  notice.  When  it  was  discovered  that 
Mr.  Clay  liad  paid  Mr.  Rochester  his  salary,  not  for  at* 
tending  the  legation  at  Panama,  but  for  running  af^inst 
Mr,  Clinton  in  New  York,  a  certain  committee  of  this 
House  tiiought  It  their  duty  to  inquire  of  Mr.  Cl^y  the 
reasons  why  he  paid  Mr.  Rochester.  And  if  reaiiOii^  liad 
been  as  plenty  as  blackberries,  Mr.  Clay  would  have  done 
much  better  not  to  huve  given  one;  but  a  reason  was  call- 
ed for,  and  a  reason  was  given.  What  was  it,  sir'  Why, 
it  was,  said  Mr.  C,  that  Mr.  Rochester  resigneil  a  higli 
judicial  olHce,  (judge  of  the  circuit,)  for  die  purpose  of 
accepting  the  appointment  conferred  on  him  by  the  Go- 
vernment, and  liiat  he  waited  the  orders  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  sail,  Slc;  but  as  the  Government  did  nut  think 
proper  to  or.ler  him  to  Panama,  it  was  no  fault  of  Mr.  U.  'a: 
and  as  he  liad  been  deprived  of  his  salary  as  judge,  Mr. 
Clay  tliought  it  but  fair  that  he  should  be  pud  bis  aiary  as 
secretary.  Sir,  I  quote  from  memory,  and  therefore  do 
not  pretend  to  give  the  precise  words  of  Mr.  Clay,  hut  I 
jfive  the  substance.  His  letter,  however,  js  on  record, 
And,  if  he  is  misrepresented,  his  friends  can  correct  me. 

But,  sir,  the  fact  turned  out  to  be,  that  Mr.  Rochester 
had  resigned  his  judgeship  some  months  before  the  ap- 
pointment had  been  conferi'ed  on  him,  and  in  his  letter  of 
resignation  says  expressly,  that  his  bod  health  compelled 
him  to  rcMgn,  and  Hiat  he  wfts  unable  to  dtschai^e  tlie 
duties  of  his  oiRce.  Yet,  Hi-.  Clay  said,  he  resigned  his 
judicial  station  to  accept  the  office  conferred  by  the  Go- 
vernment, when  tl\e  fwct  was,  that  he  had  resigned  months 
before,  because  lie  was  unable  to  discbarge  Uie  duties  of 

{'udge.  Sir,  those  are  facts  which  cannot  be  denied:  I 
eave  the  comment  to  others. 

To  conclude,  with  regard  to  those  gentlemen,  sir,  tlicy 
were  both  beaten;  and  shortly  after  their  defeat  they  set 
■ail  in  the  United  States*  ship  Hornet,  to  find  this  celebrat- 
ed Congress  of  nations,  which  they  never  did  find,  and 
which  I  predicted  would  be  the  case,  in  a  speech  made 
upon  this  door  during  the  last  session  of  the-  nineteenth 
Congress;  Utvl  that  emliuldcns  mc,  sir,  to  make  another 
prediction  for  tikc  satu»ructioii  of  those  who  vainly  hope,  by 
such  cfTorts  as  Uiese,  to  break  down  tUe  present  adminis- 
tration, and  that  is,  air,  if  it  should  please  God  to  pcrnut 
Andrew  Jackson  to  live,  the  people  of  the  United  States 
vill  re>elect  him  to  the  Prendency,  and  gentlemen  may 
make  their  calculations  acconUngty. 


The  secret  mission  of  the  late  Mr.  Cook  to  the  island 
of  Cuba  was  remarked  upon  by  the  gentleman  from 
Khode  Island,  but  for  what  purpose,  1  am  unable  to  see. 
It  certainly  could  not  be  to  benefit  Mr.  Clay;  for  dkat  was 
an  act  of  the  last  administration,  which  could  not  be  de- 
fended, unless  it  was  upon  the  ground  that  something  was 
due  and  probably  promised  to  Mr.  Cook  for  having  given 
the  vote  of  lUinoislo  Mr.  Adams;  and  that  that  secret  and 
furtive  mis»on  was  given  in  discharge  of  the  obligation. 
And  tliough  this  may  be  a  very  satisfactory  reason  to  the 
gentlem.in  from  Rhode  Island,  I  doubt  whether  it  would 
be  su  to  the  American  people.  Certain  it  is,  Mr.  Cook 
got  the  money;  certainit  is,  he  went  home,  via  the  Ha* 
vana,  scarcely  touctiing  there,  and  was  in  Illin<MS  in  M.iy, 
having  left  New  York  in  April. 

The  other  member  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  PsincE] 
brought  up  (he  subject  of  J.  H.  Pleasaiils,  and  plncts 
Mr.  Itundolpli's  return  to  London  as  a  complete  set-nfi'to 
that  transaction.  In  the  first  place,  sir,  1  have  never  been 
catiafied  tiiat  the  spec:al  sigency  of  Itlr.  P.  was  necessary 
as  hearer  of  despatches  to  I)ucnos  Ayrca.  But,  if  the  im- 
portance of  the  despatches  demanded  such  agency,  Mr. 
P.  i<!  Bwd  not  to  have  perfbrmed  his  duty,  and,  therefore, 
on<;ht  not  to  be  putd.  Mr.  Randolph  ceiiainiy  did  ari-ive 
at  Ht,  Peterabiirg,  and  Ave  know  not  how  much  hiisintas 
he  may  have  peribrmed,  or  how  important  tliat  bit^intss 
was  to  the  interests  of  this  country;  time  will  no  doubt 
develop  all.  But  Mr.  Pleasants  never  did  ^.rrive  at  Bu- 
enos Ayres,  but  gave  the  despatches  with  which  he  was 
charged,  to  a  sea  captain,  wlio,  I  have  understood,  deli- 
vend  them;  and  he,  kir.  Pleasants,  went  to  England,  and 
was  paid  for  it.  That  is  briefly,  I  believe,  fltr,  the  amount 
of  thut  matter. 

W  hen  Mr.  King-  left  London,  he  left  his  son,  wlio  was 
his  aecretiu  y,  in  chai-gc  of  thtf  business  of  this  Govern- 
ment, for  vi  hich  Mr.  Adams  paid  him  an  outfit  of  four 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  in  direct  vioLtion  of  the 
law  regulating  the  salaries  and  outfits  of  our  foreign 
ministers,  and  tdsopatd  him  tlie  salary  of  a  charge  des  af^ 
faires  for  the  lime  he  remained  after  the  departure  of  his 
father.  But  the  worst  is,  tiiat  some  of  tlie  rascally  demo- 
crats have  had  the  impudence  to  say  that  this  outfit  to 
Mr.'IGng,  and  the  nineteen  hundred  dollars  to  Mr.  Plea- 
sants, were  given  to  secure  the  influence  of  two  presses, 
&c.  But  tlKise  uibjects,  Mr.  Speaker,  have  been  suffi- 
ciently discu8>e<l  hcretofbre,  oik!  I  pan  tliem  by. 

I  l-.ave,  said,  s*r,  that  I  have  believed  that  General  Jack- 
son was  the  author  of  his  messages,  and  that  his  cabinet 
ministers  were  only  considted  with  regard  to  matters  im- 
mediately connected  with  their  respective  departments. 
Sir,  I  will  venture  to  soy  further,  tliat,  when  tiie  time  ar- 
rives, which  1  have  "no  doubt  will  arrive,  that  all  the  im- 
poi  lant  poliiical  writings  of  Andrew  Jaclcson  will  be  pub* 
lislied,  hiB  mea«agcs,  oririiwUy  written  by  himself,  and  in 
his  own  handwriting,  wiube  pronouncetl  by  the  American 
people  better  tlmu  those  which  have  undergone  a  cabinet 
scrutiny,  where  any  suggestions  of  his  cabinet  ministers 
have  been  substituted  in  place  of  tlie  original. 

I  say  this,  sir,  because  wc  have  abuiuiaut  evidences  of 
the  eiK;rgy  and  superiority  of  his  wntings,  in  those  pro- 
ductions'which  are  indisputable.  He  hios  written  in  the 
wilderness,  witlioiit  the  aid  of  books  or  counsellors;  he 
has  written  from  the  field  of  battle,  where  the  paper  bore 
the  impress  of  a  haiul  darkened  b^  the  smoke  from  his 
cannon  and  small  iirms.  In  some  instance!',  however,  he 
may  have  omitted  to  cross  a  "  t  or  dot  an  i,"  which  would, 
no  diHibt,  sliock  the  grammatical  correctness  of  the  i^n- 
tleman  from  Khode  Island,  but  the  honest  yeomanry  of 
ihc  co'intry  know  liiin,  know  his  service^and  his  wortli, 
and  will  iniBt-.itn  him. 

In  cunclu^on,  sir,  I  will  abk  leave  to  refer  to  one  &r 
two  cases  wlure  ministers  have  heretofore  left  courts  to 
wh'rh  thev  were  sent.    Mr.  Jeffirifon  loft  Paris  dining 


Digitized  by 


Google 


651 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


G52 


H.  OT  R.] 


MiTtuter  to  Rutsi'a. 


[Flb.  H,  185T. 


his  re»(lencc  there  as  ottr-  minister,  and  made  a  tour  or 
France,  or  a  considerable  part  of  tti  hii  tnrel  was  in- 
duced by  an  injury  received  in  one  at  hit  viiits}  hia  ab- 
lence  was  from  February  till  June. 

Tlie  late  Governor  Kustis,  of  Massachusetts,  spent  the 
last  winter  of  liis  inisston  to  Holland  in  a  small  island  in 
the  South  of  France,  (tlie  island  of  Hierc»,  in  the  Medi- 
terranean.) This  lie  did  on  account  of  his  ill  health,  and 
WM  no  doubt  permitted  to  do  so  by  the  Government — 
Mr.  Adams  was  our  then  Secretary  of  State,  and  muA 
have  ffiven  the  permiinoni  but  no  reduction  of  his  pay 
was  asked  for.  There  are  many  other  inatance^  air,  but 
I  believe  they  have  been  generally  referred  to  by  gentle- 
men who  liave  prect-ded  me  in  tliia  debate.  Sir,  1  have, 
perhaps,  trcspas-sed  lonj^er  thun  I  should  have  dune,  and, 
with  these  remarks  will  submit  the  question. 

Mr.  STANBEUY  next  rose,  lie  fore  the  vote  shall  be 
talcrn  on  the  question  now  pending,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  wish 
to  say  a  few  words  in  answer  to  the  eharffes  made  against 
for  brin)riH]r  this  business  to  tlie  notice  of  the  House. 
I  made  the  motion  for  strtkii^  out  tht  aalary  for  Uie  Rua- 
mn  minister,  willioiit  previous  concert  or  consultation 
with  any  of  the  pol.tical  partiea  into  which  this  House  is 
div:d^.  I  acted  on  my  own  rcsponsibil.ty  as  a  member 
of  this  Hp'ise — as  an  unconnected  individual,  who  has  no- 
thing to  hope  or  fear,  either  from  the  present  adnunistra- 
tton,  or  from  any  odminLslralion  which  may  succeed  it. 

I'be  Aicti  which  I  ktatcd  as  the  foundation  of  the  mo' 
tion,  have  not  been  contratKcted  or  denied.  Kr.  Ran- 
dolph was  appointed  our  minister  to  Russia,  and,  before 
he  HCrc-pted  the  appointment,  tlic  Secretary  of  Stale  sti- 
pulated  with  him  that  he  should  not  be  compelled  to  dis- 
chavffc  the  duties  of  the  appointment,  Mr.  ^(aiidolph, 
afier  spending  a  few  days  at  St.  Petersburg,  left  Uie  Rus- 
sian empire,  and  is  now  either  in  England,  France,  or 
Italy,  attending  to  hia  own  bunness,  or  following  his  own 
amusements,  and  in  a  ntuation  where  it  is  imposi>!blc  fur 
liim  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his  office.  His  absence  is 
not  temporary;  but  tlic  prohabilily  is,  nay,  it  is  almost  cer- 
tain, Iliat  it  will  be  permiuient.  Ami  we,  the  CongTess  of 
the  United  States,  v.ith  a  full  knowledge  uf  ail  these 
tliingfl,  arc  called  upon  by  the  Stcrttary  of  State— [Mr. 
CARSON  here  intimated  that  it  was  by  the  President]— 
Ko,  sir,  by  the  Sccrttary  of  State,  for  it  is  all  his  work, 
and  he  shall  not  avuiil  his  proper  responsibility  by  skulk- 
ing behind  the  popular  name  of  the  Chief  M^^^i^irate. 
Wc  arc  called  iijMin  by  the  Secrt  l;iry  of  Slate  to  appropri- 
ate nine  thousand  dollars  to  pay  the  annual  salmy  uf  this 
imagin:ir}',  this  constructive  Russian  minister.  Sir,  if  wc 
make  the  appropriation  witliout  some  restriction,  wc  will 
hunction  a  greater  abuse  than  a  British  minister,  with  a 
sub.>:erv'jent  and  hired  Parliament  at  his  hcele,  would  dare 
openly  to  pnicti.ir>  I  am  aware  that,  in  England,  indivi- 
dnals  receive  liirgc  sums  of  tlie  people's  money,  without 
rciidL-ring  any  piu-lic  service.  Even  there,  these  abuses 
are  hid  from  the  common  eye  by  some  kind  of  decent  co- 
vering. Let  a  British  ininiiiter  avow  openly  in  the  House 
of  Commons  that  he  had  appointed  an  ambassMlor  to  Rus- 
sia, and,  at  the  same  time,  stipulated  and  agreed  with  tiie 
ambassador  that  he  mij;ht  rehide  at  Londunt  let  me  fur- 
ther auppnse  that  the  ambassador  had  reaided  in  Londoi^ 
in  pursuance  of  the  bargain;  and  that,  under  such  circum- 
s*.-inces,  tiie  Briti^i  minister  should  find  it  necessary  to  ap- 
ply to  the  House  of  Commons  to  make  an  appropriation 
to  pay  the  amhas-tadur,  as  though  he  had  resided  at  St. 
Petersburg,  and  fulfilled  all  the  duties  of  the  appoint- 
ment— to  make  the  ease  more  like  the  one  before  iia,  let 
me  furtiier  anppose  tliat  the  relattons  betn'een  tlie  two 
Powers  were  buch  as  to  render  tlw  conatant  residence  of 
the  ambassador  .it  St.  Petersburg  nceeMary  for  the  inte- 
rcut of  Cireat  Britaim— 1  say,  air«  let  a  British  min'ster,  in 
Oic  r^e  wh'ch  i  ha^e  supposed,  apply  to  Parliament  to 
approve  of  Uin  condiict,  ami  1  will  venture  to  assert  that 


not  one  member,  even  from  a  rotten  borough,  could  be 
fbund,  who  would  not  think  his  independency  violated  and 
niaulted  by  the  demand.  No  Britian  minister  woald  dare 
to  hold  such  langua^  towards  a  member  of  PsrV>ament, 
who  had  made  a  motion  umilar  to  that  which  I  submitted, 
as  baa  been  applied  to  me  in  the  course  of  this  debate. 
A  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cambbxlcitb]  called 
it  a  disgraceftil  motion.  I  allude  not  to  any  thing  con- 
tuned  m  the  written  speech  of  that  gentleman,  tfie  pro- 
ducticm  of  three  weeks'  hard  labor,  and  which  was  aeli> 
vered  yesterday  with  audi  graceful  gesticulation,  and  so 
mucli  uiealticu  emstion.  The  expressions  to  which  1  al- 
lude, were  used  by  the  gentleman  in  his  first  speech,  when 
this  business  was  fresh  before  the  House.  The  gentle- 
man nods  assent.  I  did  not  misunderstHbd  him.  This  lar- 
giiage,  too,  was  used  by  a  gentleman  who  represents  him- 
self to  be  the  intimate  personal  ami  jKilitical  ftienil  and 
confidential  adviser  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  As  tlic  Se- 
cretary of  State  is  not  entitled  to  a  scat  on  this  floor,  and 
is  deprived  of  an  opportunity  of  an  immediate  vindication, 
when  his  conduct  is  called  in  questimi,  perhaps  it  may-  he 
right  and  fair  to  hear  him  by  his  deputy.  A  charge  from 
so  hij^-h  a  source,  of  so  grave  a  character,  as  that  of  sub- 
mitting a  "disgraceful"  motion  to  this  House,  calls  upon 
me  for  a  defence.  I  am  denrous  of  hun>bly  showing,  by 
j>rccedents,  that  a  member  of  this  House  has  a  right  to 
submit  any  motion  calcnUtcd  to  prevent  an  extravagant 
expenditure  of  the  public  moneyt  ftml  that  such  a  niotion 
has  not  heretofore  been  deemed  disfjract  ful.  In  my 
search  for  precedents,  1  have  found  many  instances  where 
meuibei-3  of  this  House  have  had  the  hardihood  to  que^ 
I'on  tlie  propriety  of  the  acts  of  the  F.secutive.  The  in- 
dustry of  the  a^ntleman  from  North  Cart  lina,  [Mr.  Cak- 
BOK,]  who  has  juut  taken  his  seat,  has  fiirniahed  the  House 
with  some  cases  which  occurred  during  the  admintstrvtion 
of  Mr.  Adams.  Although  that  gentleman  had  not  tliat 
object  ill  view  in  citing  those  precedents,  I  conceive  that 
they  furnish  me  with  an  ezctise  fov  submitting  llus  motioni 
they  prove  tliat  the  party  with  whom  I  then  acted,  and 
whom  I  will  still  follow,  in  all  measores  not  inconsistent 
with  our  professions,  when  cut  of  power,  pursued  the 
same  course  which  is  now  condemned  in  me.  J  lament 
that  any  measure  of  llie  present  administration  has  been 
so  bad  as  to  compel  its  mends  to  jvistify  it  by  the  very 
wofEt  acta  of  its  predeeesson.  This  task  must  have  been 
pceulitirly  humiliating  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
North  Cai-oIiiiB,  who  took  so  conspicuous  a  part  in  pros- 
trating the  late  administration,  for  the  ve  ry  mcaMires  which 
he  now  relies  upon  as  precedents  to  justify  an  abuse  com- 
mitted by  the  present  administration.  The  precedent  on 
wliicli  I  shall  principally  rely,  and  which  furniblies  me  with 
the  most  ample  \wdication,  occurred  in  the  BritiiJi  House 
of  Commons,  in  1817.  It  ia  the  motion  made  in  the  Rouse 
of  Commons,  by  Mr.  Lambton,  relative  fo  the  late  Mr. 
Canning's  embassy  to  Lisbon.  Tl>c  case  has  been  men- 
tioned by  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Isbnd,  [Mr.  Peabci,] 
who  addressed  the  House  this  day.  I  will  give  a  moreac- 
curate  statement  of  it,  from  the  book  which  is  now  before 
me,  and  which  contains  an  authentic  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings which  took  place,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on 
tliat  occa^on.  [Mr.  S.  here  read  from  Mr.  Thcrrj-'s  ilc- 
moir  of  the  Life  of  Canning,  as  follows.-] 

*'  Mr.  Lambton  thia  day  brought  forward  the  mot'on  of 
which  he  had  given  notice,  respecting  Mr.  Canning's  tm- 
bassy  to  Ljsbun.  in  bringing  forward  this  motion,  he 
disclaimed  any  intention  of  atltiek  upon  the  riglit  honor- 
able gentUman,  (Mr.  Canning,)  whose  name  was  promi- 
nently connected  with  the  tmnsaclionto  which  it  referred. 
It  wai  not  tK-  'condnct  of  an  indix'idncl  that  he  arra'pnedi 
biit  the  charge  which  he  had  to  prefer,  was  againiit  his 
Mtijciity's  ministers,  of  dcUnqiieiicy,  by  which,  tii  his 
opinion,  tbi-y  liad  subjected  ihenKelves  to  an  impeach- 
ment, (if  that  was  not  obsolete  proceeding.)  oo  ■  charge 


Digitized 


by  Google' 


653 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


654 


Fbb.  8,  1831.] 


Minister  to  Muena. 


[H.  OT  R. 


of  «  ciimiiml  otbapplicAtion  of  the  public  iDonejr^ 
most  corrupt  private  pi)rpows.    This  wu  not  tl 


for  the 
the  firrt; 

time  when  tliii  tntuaction  hod  been  made  the  nibject  of 
diacussion.  Both  within  and  without  thow  valls»  it  bad 
iMcn  regarded  u  a  mesMire  resorted  to  purely  for  the 
purpose  of  aupplyin^  the  weakness  of  the  membcra  .of 
CoTcrnment,  by  adliiig  to  their  assistance  the  talenta  of 
ttieri^Ut  honorable  gentleman,  (Mr.  C.)  talents  too  useful 
indeed  to  languish  in  obscurity.  It  had  everywhere  been 
asserted  that  there  were  no  public  ground*  for  sending 
an  ambaMHlor  to  Liitbon  aftei  the  conclusion  of  the  Pe- 
ninsular Vfirt  that  it  was  a  d:sgraceful  waste  of  the  public 
money,  and  solely  to  be  attributed  to  the  lowest  species 
of  political  barter  and  intrigue.  The  papers  which  had 
been  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House,  fully  proved  that 
the  miHsion  to  Lisbon  was  undertaken  with  no  prospect  of 
advantage  to  the  interest  of  tiiia  country  in  it*  political  ur 
commercial  relations^  but  with  a  view  solely  to  tlie  politi- 
cal, and  he  mtglit  almost  say  commercial  advantages  of 
the  ministers  uieinsclves — and,  ftu*  thele  sinister  objects, 
tliey  consented  to  add  to  the  burdens  of  the  people, 
already  groaning  under  the  weight  of  an  iusupportitble 
taxation." 

You  will  notice,  Mr.  Speaker,  Uiat  if  the  facts  stated 
by  Mr.  Lambton,  as  tlie  foundation  of  his  motion,  had 
bet n  true,  his  Majesty's  miniiiters  would  not  have  been 
guilty  of  a  greater  delinquency  tlian  ia  our  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Uandolph  as  our  minis- 
ter to  Husttia.  In  one  important  circumstance,  the  abuse- 
on  the  part  of  the  American  Secretary  in  greater  than 
tliat  of  Uie  British  ministers.  One  ground  of  complaint 
aguinat  the  Oritifili  ministers  was,  that  there  were  no  public 
grounds  for  sending  an  ambaftiador  to  Lisbon.  It  was 
Uierefore  only  the  unnecessary  expenditure  of  the  public 
moneyj  in  paying  the  outAt,  salary,  Uc.  to  Ur.  Canningi 
that  could  be  cotuplained  of.  But,  in  our  ease,  it  is  ad- 
mitted that  tlie  constant  residence  of  an  American  ambas- 
sador at  St.  Petersburg  is  highly  necessiiry  for  Uic 
interest  of  this  country.  So  that,  sir,  while  wc  are  put 
to  the  expense  of  paying  the  outfit  aiid  salary  of  an 
ambassador,  we  remain  unrepresented.  We  have  not 
only  to  complain  of  the  protligate  waste  of  tlie  public 
money,  but,  maddition,  the  Secretary  of  St&te  has  to  an- 
sii'erto  the  American  people  fur  the  neglectofrhcirimport- 
ant  interests  at  St.  Petersburg,  at  a  very  critical  period. 

At  all  events,  the  case  wliich  I  have  referred  to, 
eatahlishes  the  fact,  that  motions,  similar  to  that  which  1 
submitted,  are  not  unusual  even  in  the  Brititih  Parliament. 
1  will  now  proceed  to  inquire  whether  the  motion  was 
considered  unparliamentary  or  disgraceful.  Lord  Castle- 
reagfa  was  minister  at  the  time,  and  present  in  the  House 
of  Commons  when  the  motion  was  brought  forward.  Did 
he,  sir,  hkc  the  rcpi  esentativc  of  our  prime  minister, 
acknowledge  the  truth  of  tlic  fact  alleged  as  the  foun- 
dation of  the  motion,  treat  it  with  insolence,  call  it  dis- 
graceful, and  rely  upon  a  subservient  majority  to  sanction 
the  ubwie  ?  Ko  such  thing  appears  from  the  proceedings. 
So  important  did  Mr.  Canning  himself  view  the  charges 
preferred  against  him,  and  the  nunistert  from  whom  he 
received  tlie  appointment,  that  he  made  in  lus  defence  tlie 
most  able,  dignified,  and  eloquent  speech  which  I  have 
ever  read.  lie  novherc  pretends  that  the  motion  was 
imparliamcntary  or  unusual — much  less,  sir,  did  he  call  it 
dis^cefiil.  Ilo  admitted,  that  if  the  charges  preftrrred 
ajr^inisthim  were  true — that  if  it  were  true  tluit  he  had 
consented  to  lake  an  ofiicc  for  the  mere  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving the  salary,  without  a  prospect  of  rendering  a^iy 
public  liervice,  he  would  be  forever  disgraced,  and  that 
It  would  disqualify  him  from  serving  the  public,  with  bredit 
to  himself,  or  with  ailvunlage  to  the  State.  Sir,  Mr. 
Canning  did  nuke  a  inost  triumnlioiit  defcnccj  but  no^ 
part  of  his  defence  consisted  in  vulgar  abuse  of  the  mover 
cf  tha  rssclulions  against  lum.    He  thought  it  ueceHMry] 


to  show,  and  he  did  prove,  that  tlie  facts  alleged  as  the 
foundation  of  the  motion  were  not  true.  Would  to  God 
it  were  in  the  power  of  Mr.  Uandolph  to  make  a  defence 
equally  aatis&u:tory-^-althottgh  Mine  |fentlrmen  mify  have 
taken  the  opp<Htunity  afforded  by  this  motion,  to  manifest 
long  cherished  prejudices  against  Mr.  Randolph,  I  desire 
it  to  be  understood  that  I  have  never  entertained  any 
hostile  feelings  towards  him.  It  so  happens,  air,  that  there 
ir  not  a  member  of  this  House,  who  has  so  uniformly  ap- 
proved of  the  political  course  of  that  distinguished  gen* 
tlcman  a*  mjnelf.  I  have  admired  the  man,  not  because 
he  owne<l  land  tnA  negroes,  (which  is  the  only  merit  one 
gentleman Irom  Virginia,  [Mr.  Cokk,]  who  spoke  early  in 
this  debate,  could  discover  tn  him,)  but  my  admiration 
was  founded  on  higher  considerations.  I  admired  him  for 
daring,  in  the  worst  of  times,  to  speak  the  ti-ulh  on  this 
floor,  regardless  of  tlie  abuse  which  liis  indepemlence 
and  honesty  never  failed  to  receive  from  the  court  syco- 
phants of  the  day.  1  admired  him.because  he  woukl  not 
blindly  follow-  his  party,  when  his  party  abandoned  the 
principles  which  brought  them  into  power.  Another 
rea.<ion,  sir,  fur  my  admiration  of  him,  was  that  his  course 
on  one  occasion  bore  some  faint  resemblance  to  my  own. 
He  abandoned  Mr.  JetVeraon,  when  Barnabas  Bidwell 
joined  him.  I  departed  at  some  little  distance  from  An- 
drew Jackson,  when  Martin  Van  Buren  got  tlie  ftiU  man- 
agement and  direction  of  him. 

1  did  most  nncerely  lament  the  appointment  of  that 
man  to  the  high  office  of  Secretary  of  State.  I  lamented 
it,  because  I  leared  that  he  would  labor  to  introduce  into 
the  Govemment  of  the  whole  Union  the  same  corrupt 
system  which  has  to  long  disgraced  the  politics  of  bis 
native  State.  The  pride  of  Virginia  seemed  to  be  oflend* 
ed,  when  it  was  insmuated  that  the  appointment  of  one 
of  her  popular  ciuzeiis  was  dvugned  to'  make  Virginia 
regard  favorably  the  aspiring  views  of  the  Secretary  of 
State.  Wliatever  effect  the  corrupt  dispensations  of  tlie 
patronage  of  tlie  Government  might  jiroduce  on  other 
Stales,  Virigjnla  is  too  pure  to  bo  influcnctd  by  sucti 
means. 

It  must  have  humbled  the  lofty  pride  of  your  great 
State,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  she  beheld  the  wry  Cato  of 
the  commonwealth  fall  before  tlie  first  and  tlie  only 
temptation  ever  presented  to  him.  I  have,  said  Napoleon, 
only  to  touch  the  sturdy  democrat  witli  gold,  and  he  be- 
comes my  slave  forever.  It  is  upon  thia  bad  opinion  of 
mankind,  that  your  Secretary  of  State  always  acts,  and 
it  is  indeed  the  great  secret  of  his  success. 

Unless  there  shall  be  found  firmness,  patriotiun,  and 
independence  in  Uiit  Housei  to  resist  this  first  open 
attempt  to  bestow  the  public  money  for  the  private  ad- 
vantage of  the  Secretai;^  of  State,  we  will  teach  him  stdl 
more  to  despise  mankind,  and  to  believe  that  tbey  are 
only  fit  to  be  slaves. 

'i'he  principal  objection  which  has  been  urged  against 
striking  out  lac  appropriation,  is,  tliat  it  will  put  an  end 
to  our  friendly  relations  with  llubsia.  My  own  opinion  is, 
that  it  will  have  no  such  tendency.  So.tiu-  as  our  friendly 
rektions  with  Rustda  depend  upon,  the  residence  of  an 
ambassador  at  St  Pf  tcraburg,  our  Secretary  of  State  has 
already  put  an  end  to  them.  And  the  success  of  the 
original  motion  would  have  tlie  effect  of  restoring  our 
cusicmnry  int!:rcourse,  by  compelling  the  recall  of  Mr. 
lianJulph,  and  the  appointment  of  a  more  efficient  man. 
Rut  as  the  fear  of  interrupting  our  friendly  rctutlons  with 
Kdssla  would  influence  some  gentlemen  to  vote  n^inst 
my  nuition,  but  who  ncvcrthele^  aie  decitledly  oppi^sed 
to  this  disgraccfiil  job,  1  came  to  the  ditcninna  ion  of 
modifying  the  motion  in  such  a  way  as  to  inei-t  with  the 
approbation  of  e>'cry  one  who  agrt-t-ii  a  itli  me  in  believing 
tiiat  this  transaction  ougUtnot  '.o  e:  cape  the  ceitsureof  the 
House. 

Hi:  BUCBAXAN,  cf  Fcnnsylyania,  said  he  d'd  not 
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[FxB.  8,  183t. 


rise  to  pronounce  a  eiiloglum  either  on  the  Secretary  of 
State,  01-  the  minister  to  Russia.  Tliis  task  had  already- 
been  Biiffieiciitly  performed  by  their  friend*.  Neither  did 
he  ris;  to  aasail  the  motives,  or  to  attack  the  character,  of 
any  gentleman  upon  that  floor.  Sueli  a  course  had  never 
been,  and  he  trusted  would  never  be,  pursued  by  him. 
He  rose,  very  briefly  to  state  his  own  reasons  for  voting- 
against  the  amendment  under  consideration. 

Jnt1ging;from  the  discusson  of  the  question  on  all  sides 
of  the  House,  one  mi^hl  be  led  to  suppose  that  some  of 
tlie  best  settled  principles  of  constitutional  law  had  been 
abandoned,  and  that»  after  an  experience  of  more  than 
forty  years,  we  are  still  left  in  doubt  and  uncertainty  as 
to  the  powers  which  the  constilution  confers  on  Hie  V.x- 
ecutive  branch  of  this  Government.  On  this  subject,  that 
instrument  is  so  plain,  that  Kc  who  runs  may  read.  It 
confers  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Uie  Senate,  the  exclusive 
power  of  making  treaties  witli  forelgt)  nations,  and  ap- 
pointing public  mmisters  to  negotiate  tliese  treaties.  Both 
the  minister  and  the  treaty  arc  called  into  existence,  with- 
out the  a^^ncy,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  of  this  House. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  have  entrusted,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  wisely  entrusted,  our  foreign  relations  to  the 
President  and  Senate.  To  the  people,  and  not  to  this 
House,  are  tliey  directly  responsible  for  the  properexecu* 
tion  of  this  high  trust. 

It  is  true  that,  in  many  cases,  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives are  called  upon  to  make  appropr^tions  for  carry- 
ing' treaties  into  eHVct;  and,  in  all  cases,  we  vote  the  out- 
fits and  salaries  of  our  forei^  ministers;  yet,  it  is  equally 
certain  that  we  are  umler  a  hijfh,  moral,  and  constitutional 
obht^tion  to  make  tlie  grants  of  money  necessary  for  these 
j>ur|)ose9.  I  do  not  say  that  extreme  cases  may  not  exist, 
m  which  it  would  be  our  duty  to  refuse  such  appropria- 
tions. The  safety  of  the  people  is  the  supreme  law;  ami 
if  their  rights  and  liberties  were  endangered  by  any  trea- 
ty, or  any  mission,  it  might  then  become  the  duly  of  this 
Ho'Hc  even  to  disregard  tlwir  constitutional  obtig»tioiis, 
for  tiic  purpose  of  preserving  the  republic  from  dun^^er. 
Should  such  a  case  ever  occur,  it  will  make  a  precedent 
i\>y  itself.  1  tlitnk  no  gentleman  will  contend  that  it  exists 
on  the  present  occasion. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  either  to  applaud  or  to  censure 
the  :tppointme»t  of  Hr.  Randolph  as  minister  to  Russia. 
He  was  regularly  appointed  to  this  station  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  Seunte.  To  them,  and  to  them  alone,  it  bc- 
loii^^d  to  judge  of  his  character  and  qualifications.  And 
here,  after  what  has  been  said  in  this  debate,  it  is  but  jus- 
tice to  state  tliat  tlic  nomination  of  Mr.  Randolph  was 
the  spontaneous  act  of  the  President  himself,  and  sprung 
solely  from  tlie  auggostion  of  his  own  mind.  Tliis  nonu- 
li^tion,  thus  made,  received  tlie  approbation  of  the  Senati*. 
It  ;i|iiK-:.rb  from  their  secret  journal,  which  has  since  l>i.en 
ptibhshed,  that,  in  that  botly,  there  was  not  even  a  divi  :inii 
upon  the  question.  I  have  a  right  to  infer  that  the  Pre- 
sident's selection  was  unanimously  approved  by  the  Sen- 
;ite,  because  it  does  not  appear  lliat  there  wrvs  one  disscnt- 
*ig  voice.  Whether  this  be  the  fact  or  not,  I  cannot  tell, 
because  I  have  never  had  any  communicntion  with  any 
Senator  upon  the  subject. 

Under  lhi:se  cii-ciimstanccs,  shall  we  withhold  the  mo- 
ney necessary  to  pay  the  snlary  of  the  minister  thus  ap- 

fiointed?  Shall  we  arrest  this  mission  to  Russia,  which 
las  been  long  established  with  great  advantage  to  the 
country,  because  we  do  not  approve  the  conduct  of  the 
pi-esent  minister'  He  is  responsible  for  his  conduct  to 
the  President,  and  the  President  liimself  is  responsible  to 
the  American  people.  From  tjiat  responVibility  it  is  not 
ill  h'.s  nature  to  shrink.  The  constitution  has  not  confer- 
red upon  the  House  of  Representatives  any  power  to  ar- 
rest a  mission,  merely  because  ihi  y  may  be  distatisfied 
with  th?  appointment  or  conduct  of  tlie  liiinisteT, 


I  admit  that,  in  the  present  agitated  state  of  Europe,  it 
would  be  highly  proper  that  we  sliould  hwe  a  minister 
actually  residing  at  St.  Petersbut^,  and  I  regret  exceed- 
i  ugly  that  Mr.  Randolph's  health  did  not  enable  him  to  re-  ' 
main  in  that  city.  But  who  could  have  predicted,  at  the 
time  he  left  this  country^  ^t  such  a  necesuty  would  have 
existed^  Europe  was  then  tranquil:  ^e  was  reposing  ta 
peace.  There  was  no  precursor  of  the  approaching  storm, 
unless  it  was  the  stillness  which  portends  the  earthquake. 
The  madness  and  folly  of  a  single  despot  have  aroused  the 
people  of  tliat  continent  to  vindicate  tlicir  rights;  and  I 
trust  in  God  they  may  never  lay  down  their  anm  until  the 
liberties  of  each  of  its  nations  shall  be  secured  by  consti- 
tutional charten. 

Wlien  Hr.  Randolph  sailed,  the  Preudent  eottld  not 
have  foreseen  any  ot  these  events.  Our  relations  with 
Uvissia  had  always  been  of  the  most  stable  character.  The 
absence  of  our  minister  from  that  court,  during  the  incle- 
mency of  the  winter  months,  could  not  have  operated  to  our 
prejudice,  in  the  tbfn  exisUng  state  of  things.  Under 
such  impressions,  was  it  improper  for  the  Prendent  to 
give  to  Mr.  Randolph  a  contingent  permisnoQ  lo  leave 
"  temporarily  hia  post,  for  the  advantage  of  a  more  genial 
climate,"  in  case  he  should  discover  that  his  health  was 
not  sufficiently  vigorous  to  endure  the  severity  of  a  Rus- 
s'-an  winter?  And  yet  this  circumstance  has  been  seized 
upon  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  most  bitter  apd  violent 
attack  upon  tne  present  administration. 

But,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  original  motion  has  been  changed 
with  tlie  approbation  of  the  moverj  and  now,  insteail  of 
merely  depriving  Mr.  Randolph  of  his  salary,  it  contains  m 
general  provision  depriving  all  the  foreign  ministers  of  the 
United  States  of  their  salaries  for  any  portion  of  t  .me  they 
shall  be  absent  from  the  country  to  which  they  may  be 
sent,  no  matter  for  what  cause.  The  provision  is  genera] 
in  its  terms;  it  makes  no  exceptions;  what,  then,  ia  its  na- 
ture>  Hie  salaries  of  our  public  ministers  to  England, 
France,  and  Russia,  ai-e  notoriously  inadequate  for  their 
support.  Indeed,  it  has  now  come  to  this,  that  no  man 
having  a  family,  uidess  he  is  wealthy,  can  afford  to  accept 
any  one  of  these  three  missions,  without  danger  of  being 
mined  in  his  circumstances.  In  opposition  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  our  Government,  no  poor  man  who  is  prudent 
would  accept  either  of  these  stations. 

A  minister  thus  sent  abroad,  is  equally  liable  to  ricknets 
with  nil  other  men.  "We  know  not  what  a  day  or  an  hour 
may  bring  forth.  He  may  leave  this  country  in  the  most 
vigorous  healtli,  and,  after  his  arrival  at  the  place  of  his 
destination,  he  may  be  prostrated  in  a  moment  by  sick- 
ness, or  his  lieahh  may  be  impaired  in  the  public  service 
by  severe  and  close  attei^tion  to  the  duties  of  his  mission- 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  may  become  abs^utely  ne- 
cessary, for  the  restoration  of  his  health,  that  he  aliould 
for  a  short  time  lea\'e  the  coiuit'ry.  Should  this  amend- 
ment prevail,  it  will  deprive  a  minister  of  his  salary  da- 
ring the  time  that  he  absents  himself,  merely  for  the  piu"- 
pose  of  recruiting  his  health,  even  although  his  constitu< 
lion  may  have  been  shattered  by  his  laborious  and  anxious 
endeavors  to  serve  his  countrv.  The  means  of  subsist- 
ence will  thus  be  withdrawn  from  him,  at  the  very  time 
when  necessity  will  compel  him  to  incur  the  greatest  ex- 
pense. Is  it  possible  that  this  House  will  ever  sanction 
so  unjust  a  principle?  Such  a  principle  has  never  even 
been  suggested  in  the  past  history'  of  our  countr}*.  Shall 
we  now  adopt  so  utijust  a  provision,  and  apply  it  lo  all  min- 
isters, under  all  circumstances,  merely  because  at  the  pre- 
sent time  we  may  be  dissatisfied  with  Mr,  Randolph's  ab- 
sence from  the  Russian  courts  I  cannot  btlievc  that  this- 
pmposition  will  receive  the  sanction  of  any  con«derable 
portion  of  this  House. 

Hr.  BATES,  of  Massachusett^  said,  as  I  perceive  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  House  to  take  the  question,  I  will  not 
ti-espasa  upon  it*  patience,  and  «ill  only  state  the  grounds 
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Report*  of  Ute  Ju^darff  CommiUee' 


[H.  or  B. 


upon  whidi  I  place  my  otyeiStions  to  tbe  plvvinon  of  the 
bill  which  M  now  under  conndcration, .  andi  of  course. 
Upon  which  I  ahall  rote  for  the  amendment.  And,  in  the 
fir»t  place,  t  wiab  it  to  be  undentood  that  I  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  miniitcr.  I  leave  him  to  the  commentaries 
and  ttie  eulogies  of  others.  My  ol^ectiotw  rest^pon  an- 
other basis  alb^thert 

Kor  am  I  opposed  to  a  miision  to  Rusna.  Quite  the  con- 
tiaiy.  And  if  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  will  so 
chaii^  the  phraaeol<wy  of  tbe  bill,  as  to  make  the  appro;, 
priation  j^oWal,  for  uie  support  a  minister  or  mtaainn 
to  Russia,  H  will  stand  well  cnoiiefa.  Tho  responribili^, 
bi  relation  to  this  niisaton,  will  be  left  where  it  belongs, 
and  where  it  ou^tt  to  remun,  upon  the  tizecutive,  uiutf' 
fected  by  the  dom^  of  this  Bouse.  But  the  bill  in  terms 
makes  an  appropnation  to  pay  "the  salary  of  the  minister 
to  Russia."  Who  is  the  minister  to  Riisua?  >Ir.  Ran- 
dolph. It  is,  therefore,  a  distinct,  specific  prorisTon  to 
pay  his  salary,  and  the  salary  of  his  successor,  I  adnut, 
abould  one  be  appt»iUed  within  the  ^ear.  But,  in  my 
view,  it  recoi^ises,  and  confinna,  and  justifies  all  the  pnr 
ceedin^  of  the  Executive  in  relation  \o  this  mission.  Sir, 
can  this  be  doubted?  Should  a  question  arise  as  to  the 
legality  of  this  oiisnon,  or  the  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment iitwpport  of  itf  and  such  question  may  arise — would 
not  this  House  be  estopped  by  its  own  act  from  questioning 
either?   With  tiic  knowledge  of  all  the  &cts  as  to  tbe  oi> 

E'n  and  progress  of  this  mtasion,  or  tbe  means  fcnow- 
dgc  within  its  power,  we  order  the  outfit  and  salary  to 
be  paid.  This  is  an  authority  to  the  Executive,  and  it 
confirms  and  Justifies  his  acts.  Whatever  doubt  there 
might  have  been  about  it,  had  no  objection  been  uken, 
yc^  if  Congress  now  refuse  to  mterpose  ackuse  to  pre- 
vent the  objectionable  implication,  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  inevitable.    Now,  sir,  I  will  not  confirm  by  my  vote  the 

froceedinga  of  tbe  Executivo  u'  Kgud  to  this  mission. 
^  cannot  rcoondle  it  to  my  sense  cf4u1j  to  sanction,  even 
bOircctly,  what,  in  my  ctHucieoec,  I  bdieve  to  be  a  dan- 
gerous mnovaticm  in  the  practice  of  thia  Goremmeut. 
Wherdn,  I  will  aUte  presently. 

But  we  are  here  met  with  the  objection  that  this  ques- 
tion ought  not  to  be  raised  upon  an  appropriation  billi  that 
it  is  irregular,  unpariiaraenUry.  The  gentlemen  who 
make  tbe  objection  do  not  tell  us  bow  it  can  be  nused  in 
any  other  way  in  time  to  meet  th*  eidgeney.  They  only 
trll  us  this  is  not  the  way.  If  tiiere  b«  anotiier,  let  it  be 
riiown.  Sir,  there  is  none.  If  this  is  not  the  way,  then 
tbi*  Honse  is  reduced  to  the  slavish  condition  of  the  Com- 
mons of  Henry  VIII,  and  our  only  bunneas  here  is  to  vote 
the  Bui^lies.  It  is  not  so,  sir.  When  an  appropriation 
is  demanded,  this  House  hai  a  right  to  look  at  the  ob- 
ject) if  it  approves,  to  grantt  if  not,  to  withhold.  This  is 
the  old  Whig  principle,  which  tbis  House  will  be  slow  to 
give  Up.  When  the  Executive  acts  within  his  constitu-, 
tional  sphere,  and  according  to  the  established  usi^es  of 
the  Government,  it  does  not  becrane  this  House  in  any  way 
to  interfere. 

In  sucb  a  case,  I  admit  our  obligation  to  vote  tbe  sup- 
plies. But  when  the  Executive  does  not,  it  is  going  quite 
too  &r  to  ny  that  this  House  is  bound  to  vote  the  supply 
notwiiJistanfUng.  Thia  brings  ut  to  ttie  question  whether 
on  the  part  of  tbe  Executive  tlua  misuon  can  be  sustained 
and  justified  upon  the  constitutional  and  establidied 
osagn  of  this  Government.  1  say  it  cannot.  And,  in  the 
first  place,  the  object  of  the  appointment,  it  seems  to  me, 
was  not  ac^ely  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  nor  i>i  any 
way  far  the  public  good.  Kor  can  I  approve  of  the  man- 
ner of  the  appointment.  Who  can  doubt  what  tbe  un- 
derstanding waa  between  the  minister  and  the  EvcuUve 
before  his  nnnination  to  the  Senate  the  extent  and  boun- 
daries of  which,  eventi  have  since  indicated }  He  waa  aa- 
thonzed  to  do  pretuady  wimt  he  baa  dme,  as  much  wo  ai 
if  he  bad  had  in  his  pocket  a  liecMe  under  the  ml  of  the 
Vol.  Vll.— 42 


Executive  for  hia  every  act  Tbis  is  fiiirly  inferrible  from 
the  ftots  that  the  minister  would  not  he  fikely  to  riohte 
bis  instructions;  that  no  intimation  has  been  given  that 
he  has  done  it{  Uut  the  Prc^dent  who  intrMuces  the 
subject  into  bis  message,  admits  that  he  had  liberty  to  act 
at  cliscretion,  without  a  suggestion  that  he  had  abused  it| 
and,  more  than  all,  he  is  not  recalled.  This  puts  the  seal 
of  the  odmiiuatration  upon  bis  acts,  and  appropriates  and 
stamps  them  as  its  own.  Such  was  the  understanding, 
then,  between  the  Executive  and  the  minister.  Was  this 
communicated  to  the  Senate?  Had  it  been,  it'ia  impoa- 
uble  the  nomination  could  have  been  confirmed.  If,  as 
suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Ur. 
BDcaAiri.K,]  the  Senate  was  unanimous,  it  must  have  been 
through  ignorance  of  this  fact.  It  was  then  an  appoint- 
ment accordinfir  to  the  forms  of  the  constitution,  dweating 
the  purpose  of  it.  Nor  can  I  sanction  by  m^  vote  the  con- 
duct of  tiie  Executive  in  rehtinn  to  ^i>  mission.  I  deny 
the  power  of  the  President  to  diqwnse  with  the.aervicea 
of  a  public  minister,  and  to  releue  him  from  bis  obliga- 
tions to  the  United  States,  continuing  his  mimion  and  bis 
lory.  The  occoaonal  recess,  even  of  our  ministers 
abroad,  is  matter  of  indulgence,  not  right  Or,  iftlic  Ex- 
ecutive has  tbe  power,  I  affirm  that  here  was  an  abuse  of 
it.    Hitherto,  only  ten  or  fiHcen  days  in  Russia!    In  tho 

S resent  condition  of  the  world,  and  our  relations  to  it! 
[ot  an  aocidental,  $n  unanticipated  ^isence,  aa  intimatedi 
but  as  cerfaun  when  the  Rdnister  left  the  countiy  ai  it  to 
now — too  probable  at  least  to  be  justified. 

I  say,  therefore,  in  conclusion,  that  the  conduct  of  tbe 
Executive  in  these  particulara  was  unconstitutional,  and 
a  dangerous  innovation  which  I  am  not  prepar«l  to 
sanction.  It  is  upon  these  grounds  I  place  my  %ote,  and 
not  upon  any  objection  to  the  mimster  or  mission;  and  at 
this  hour  I  content  myself  with  umply  stating  them. 

Mr.  ABCHER  Uien  rose  to  address  theJImuei  bat,  to 
give  him  a  better  opportunity  than  the  utCnCsa  of  the 
hour  now  permitted, 
Mr.  RABBINGER  moTcd  an  adjoarntDott  utA 
The  House  a<^joun)ed. 

WasariSDAX,  FaaacjiXT  9. 

REPORTS  OF  THE  JUDICEAHT  CGHIIITTEE. 

The  reeolution  to  pi^nt  six  thousand  co{Hes  of  the  n^Mrli 
of  the  minority  and  nuntfity  of  the  Judiciary  comooittee, 
on  the  suhject  of  the  repeal  of  tbe  SJtfa  seetion  of  dm 
Judidaiy  act  f>f  1789,  being  agun  taken  op  fbr  een^deis- 

tion, 

Mr.  CRAWFORD  said:  To  address  tbis  House  upon 
the  snt]{ject-inatter,  of  two  reports,  on  a  propo«ti<m  to 
print  themt  and  to  sustain  tbe  one,  or  impugn  the  other, 
would  be  alike  irregular  and  unprofitable.  I  can  have  no 
disposition  to  speak  to  a  settled  question,  and  particularly 
to  one  that  baa  been  dedsively  settled,  but  have  risen  w 
a  special  purpose,  which  shall  be  accomplished  in  brief 
space.  When  this  resolution  was  under  consideration  two 
(Uys  ago,  tiie  honorable  gentleman  fiwn  Virginia  [Mr. 
GoxDoa]  complained  of  the  demand  made  for  the  pre- 
vioua  question,  on  the  rejection  of  the  bill  for  tlie  repeal  of 
the  35th  section  of  the  judiciarv  act  of  1789,  reported 
a  cemnuttee  of  wbicb  that  gentleman  is  a  member.  I  b^ 
leave  to  say  to  him  and  to  the  House  why  I  made  it  I 
hope,  althourti  I  have  been  here  but  a  sliort  time,  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  state  that  nothing  waa  further 
from  my  thoughts  than  to  show  the  slightest  disrespect  to 
any  member  of  tbis  honorable  body.  I  was^  in  due  par- 
liamentary course,  exercising  a  right  which  belonged  to 
me,  and  which  I  tiien  thought,  aud  now  think,  dutv  re< 
<}uired  roc  to  use,  against  a  bill  that  inv<rived  coiiBder»> 
tiona  €£  the  first  impresnon,  and  presented  a  questioi^ 
upon  tiM.deciMQ  of  wluch  the  best  interests  of  the  cow- 
try  were  t/ttkei. 
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The  constitution  is  as  broad  as  the  lav,  and  the  atrolce 
that  shall  cut  off  the  25th  section  of  the  judiciar;  act  from ' 
our  code,  will  inflict  a  fttal  wound  upon  the  charter  of 
our  common  rigtita.  I  wa%  ttterefore,  unwiinn;,  if  I 
etmld  prevent  it^  to  allow  ^eae  States  to  be  agitated  and: 
dtsb«cted,  eveo  for  a  d^r,  hj  the  fuppoutlon  that  anjr 
doubt  existed  on  ^lia  ntafly  important  subject.  If  it  was 
debated,  it  appeared  to  me  that  anxieties  and  tormenting 
apprehensions,  during  the  discussion  at  least,  would  enter 
into  the  minds  of  manv,  and  that  the  very  fact  of  its  bcin^ 
ai^«d  :would  imply  that  tiie  issue  was  doubtful.  Had  it 
been  flo—still  more,  h^d  ft  been  advene  to  my  wishes,  I 
should  have  deplored  tt  as  the  greatest  political  evil  but 
one .  I  did  not  believe  it  was  so,  or  that  it  would  ao  result, 
and  desired  that  an  immediate  dednon  might  be  had-c 
that  the  sense  of  its  repreaeotMiTes  shonld  be  made  known 
to  the  nation  without  delay. 

In  addition,  and  perhaps  it  operated  more  than  any 
other  connderation  that  impelled  me  to  the  course  I  pur- 
sued,  I  hold  some  parts  of  our  political  fabric  to  be  of  so 
aacred  a  chancter,  that  tiiey  are  Injured  by  familiarity. 
They  ought  not  to  bctouched  with  an  Intention  to  destroy 
them.  You  cannot  but  lessen  tiieir  sanctity  by  handling 
them.  Of  this  description  are  the  constitution,  and  the 
psr^cular  law  now  in  our  view,  wluch  is  but  an  amplifica- 
tion of  it,  sanctioned  as  they  have  been,  and  are,  by  forty 
year^  action,  and  the  approbation  of  the  counti^.  Besides, 
if  this  subject  is  to  be  discutsed,  I  do  not  believe  "now 
ia  the  accepted  time;**  and*  if  it  were  in  other  respects, 
the  reudae  of  the  sesnwi  will  not  afibrd  nifficient  space 
fhr  the  considerateneas  and  gravity  of  reflection  which 
all  should  and  would  bring  to  such  a  debate.  These,  dr, 
are  briefly  the  reasons  wtuch  actuated  me.  I  wish  they 
were  satisfactory  to  all;  to  myself  tiiey  are  perfectly  so. 

In  regard  to  the  proposed  printing  of  three  thousand, 
DOW  enlarged  to  ux  thousand  copies,  I  confess  I  do  not 
perceive  uie  nececmty  for  it,  seeing  that  copies  of  both 
reports  have  been  multiplied,  and  are  multiplying,  by  all 
the  n««n>apera  of  the  dayt  but  as  many  honorable  gen- 
tlemen think  differently,  and  especiidly  as  the  ndnority 
desire  that  tiie  resolution  should  pass,  I  •will  eherafiilly 
yield  my  own  opinion,  and  vote  for  it' 

Hr.  DANIEL,  of  Kentucky,  then  rose,  and  said,  the 
motion  now  under  conwderation  was  of  ordinanr  occur- 
rence, and  ammied  impntanee  only  from  the  net  that 
the  measure  recommended' by  the  report  did  not  receive 
fh>m  this  House  that  consideration  to  which  it  was  entitled 
by  its  merits,  by  the  principles  it  involved,  and  by  the 
deep  and  pervacung- interest  which  it  had  excited  in  the 
community.  '  It  may  not  be  strictly  in  order,  said  Mr,  D., 
to  debate  the  merits  of  a  report  on  a  motion  to  print,  but 
the  reasons  necessa^  to  sustun  the  motion  may,  Dowever, 
be  urged  with  propriety.  In  order  to  correct  any  abuse 
that  WMf  have  fbnnd  its  way  into  the  atatute  book,  or  into 
the  admmlstrfttion  of  tHe  Goremmetit,  let  bets  and  argu* 
ments  be  submitted  to  the  people)  they  are  the  rightful 
judges;  and.let  them  determine,  with  the  evidence  before 
them*  whetiier  a  l>articular  law,  a  section  of  a  law.  or  anv 
act  of  the  administration,  should  be  repealed,  modified, 
or  corrected.  Their  decisions  on  all  these  subjects  are, 
and  ought  to  be,  tundin^  on  tiielr  representatives  on  this 
floor.  Slany  gentlemen  m  tiiis  House  feel  the  fiill  weight 
of  this  reaponsibilitvt  and  although  all  are  honorable  men, 
yet  it  vouul  seem  (and  in  this  light  alone  cui  tii6  people 
view  it)  the  rejection  of  tiie  bill  recommended  by  the 
report,  before  ttie  period  had  arrived  at  which  it  could  be 
(Uscussed,  and  its  merits  laid  befbre  the  public,  was  an 
'  attempt  to  stifle  the  investi^tion  of  a  subject  of  great 
natioiMl  importance — a  subject  about  ivhich  the  whole 
countiy  felt  a  deep  intereat,  and  demanded  information. 

Ifr.  D.  aud  he  bad  not  opposed  that  a  subject  of 
•  tadiinajniitadeirtiuld  liar*  been  floUghthr  patted  ovor  by 
a  bo^  M  poKtidiui  who  profeai  to  Tcpud,  ttid  be  govern- 


ed by  the  will  and  opinions  of  their  constituents.  The 
honor^le  member  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  CaAwroanJ 
nipposes  that  it  would  be  highly  improper  to  investigate 
or  i^tate  «  subject  of  thia  character,  as  it  would  be  the 
fBeansi^awakeiung  inquiry  atnong  the  people;  andheno^ 
in  all  probal^ityi  produce  all  aw  the  country  an  excite- 
ment against  the  court.  Una  was  a  laudable  oppoaitioii 
to  a  measure  of  «o  rauch  importance,  and  well  deserves 
the  admiration  of  an  intelligent,  free,  independent,  and 
sovereign  ueople.  The  motives  which  influenced  the 
course  of  uie  nonorable  gentleman,  strange  as  it  may 
pear,  led  otiter  gentlMien  to  vote  ag»nst  the  ^scusnon 
of  the  bQl.  To  submit  ft  proportion  for  the  due  defibera- 
tion  of  the  people  of  this  tJmon,  appears,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  aristocracy  of  the  country,  and  even  by  some  who  call 
themselves  republieana,  a  stuiject  of  censure  rather  than 
commendation.  Those  who  consider  themselves  superior 
to  the  people,  are  always  jealooa  of  My  measore  that 
would  tend  to  reduce  them  to  a  level  'with  the  aource  of 
all  legitimate  aaAefity  ui  tbb  eoontty*  Mr.  D.  said  he 
had  erei^  confidence  in  the  virtue  and  intelBgence  t^tlM 
community.  He  had  been  taught  from  his  'masxy  to  look 
up  to  them  as  tiie  pure  fountain  of  power.  The  great 
error  into  which  many  Astinguished  individnsis  nave 
&llen,  is  not  placing  a  proper  estimate  on  their  intelli' 
gence  and  sagatnty.  This  error  attaches  itself  with  great 
force  to  those  gentiemen  who  have  opposed  the  repeal  of 
the  twenty^flth  section  of  the  judiciary  act  to  which  I 
have  aUowd.  They  have  no  confidence  in  the  people, 
and  are  aftud  to  submit  to  them  any  proposition  to  wmch 
they  are  opposed.  Why  this  appT«ien«on^  Is  it  be- 
cause thev  believe,  if  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the 
people,  that  the  decinon  will  be  apfidnst  them?  Or  is  it  to 
be  ascribed  to  an  overweening  vanity  that  the  agents  know 
more  than  the  principals?  To  such  public  semots  let  it 
be  Slid,  that,  in  tiieir  bands,  the  republic  is  not  secure. 
The  motives  members  of  this  Bouse  are  not  to  be  im- 
peached, nor  wilt  it  be  attempted  on  this  occasion;  yet  H 
may  be  said,  and  said  truly,  too,  that  in  tlua  House  there 
are  three  parties,  and,  by  a  union  between  any  two,  s 
measure  praposed  by  the  other  can  easily  be  defeated.  It 
was  clearly  perceivable,  when  the  bill  was  rejected  on  its 
second  reading,  that  a  union  of  thia  diaracter  took  plaoei 
and  it  was  manifest  to  every  observer,  that  the  object  of 
its  rriection  vraa  to  t^matc  agunst  a  distiiKuidhed  indl- 
'vidiuu  of  the  Sooth.  Diaonioo  and  nullification  were 
instantly  made  the  watchword,  and  every  yelper  of  a  par- 
ticidar  cast  immediately  joined  in  the  cry.  But  this  move- 
ment stiall  be  noticed  more  fiilly  hereafter. 

Mr.  D.  swd  he  would  now  take  a  cursory  view  of  the 
twenty-fifth  section  of  this  judiciary  act,  and  compare  ils 
provisions  with  those  laid  down  in  the  constitution  of  tiw 
Unitnl  States.    The  section  is  as  ft^ows: 

"Afinal  judgment,  or  decree,  in  any  suit,  in  tiie  higfaw 
cowts  of  law  and  equity  of  a  State  in  which  a  decision  ia 
a  —i —  could  be  had,  where  is  drawn  in  question  the  va- 
lidity of  a  treaty  or  statute  of,  or  authority  exorcised  under 
the  United  States,  and  the  deciNon  ia  against  their  validly  j 
or  where  is  drawn  in  question  the  validitv  of  a  statute 
or  anthori^  exa«ised  under  the  United  States,  and  the 
decision  is  wainst  their  valiiUty ;  or  where  is  drawn  in  que*- 
tion  the  vat)«1y  of  a  statute  of,  or  sn  authtHi^  exercised 
under  any  State,  on  the  ground  of  their  bein^  repugnant 
to  the  constitution,  treaties,  or  laws  of  the  United  atates, 
and  the  decision  is  in  favor  of  their  validity;  or  where  is 
dMifa  in  question  the  construction  uf  any  clause  of  the 
constitution,  or  of  a  treaty  or  statute  of,  qr  commisnoQ 
held  under  the  United  States,  and  the  decinon  is  against 
the  title,  privilege,  or  exemption,  specially  set  up  w 
chimed  by  either  party  under  auoh  clniae  of  the  said  eon- 
stiUitimi,  treaty,  statute,  or  commission,  may  be  re-«- 
amined,  and  reveraed  or  affirmed,  in  the  Supreme  Coutt 
of  the  United  8tat«^  upoii  a  writ  of  error,  the  dtation 
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beinp  n^cd  by  the  chief  juetice,  or  judni  or  chancellor 
of  the  court  renderin|f  or  puring  the  ju^^ment  or  decree 
compbuned  or  b^  a  jiulice  of  the  Bupreme  Court  of 
the  tiiuted  States  m  ttie  miw  taumett  and  under  .tile 
same  regulatkHii,  andtiie  vrit  ihalt  bare  the  tame  effect 
as  if  the  ^udjpnent  or  decree  compluned  of  had  been 
rendered  in  a  circuit  court}  and  the  proceediufi  upmt  th« 
Rveraala  ahall  alio  be  the  aame,  except  that  the  Supreme 
Court,  instead  of  remanding  the  cause  for  a  final  dectuon, 
as  before  provided,  may*  at  their  discretion*  if  the  cause 
shall  have  been  once  remanded  befiire»  proceed-  to  a  final 
decition  of  the  sam^  and  award  exeeutien.    But  no  error 

shall  be  aa  a  cronnd  of  reversal  in  any  nich  case  as 

aforesaid,  such  as  appears  on  the  law  of  the  reoord, 

and  immediately  respects  the  befbrementioned  question 
of  validity,  or  construction  of  the  sud  c<Histitution,  trea- 
ties^ statutes,  commissions,  or  authorities  in  dispute." 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  section  rests  in  the  Supreme 
CooTt  of  the  United  States  the  right  of  judging  in^the  last 
resort  of  confirodng  or  reverrin{f  the  decision  of  the  State 
courts,  in  all  cases,  ei^l  and  criminal,  which  may  hare 
been  submitted  to  their  adjudication.  The  tremendous 
power  embraced  in  this  section  designates  the  particular 
class  of  cases  of  which  the  Supreme  Court  m»9  take  juris- 
diction; but  this  docs  not  lessen  the  evil  or  which  the 
States  have  a  just  right  to  complwn.  Indeed,  it  isa  power 
which  draws  within  its  vortex  neariy  every  case  that 
may,  in  Uie  last  resort,  be  decided  by  the  .State  tribumds. 
By  this  sectitn,  the  States  are  deprii^  of  the  right  of  de- 
temnuQg  on  their  own  powers,  and  are  made  MDardinate 
to  the  SapTtme  Court  of  the  United  States.  The  dlvinon 
of  power  in  the  federal  constitution  is  intended  to  guard 
against  the  novibility  of  the  Statea  being  reduced  to  the 
condition  of  inferiors  to  that  which  was  created  by  their 
own  viduntary  choice.  The  powers  delegated  by  the 
States  to  the  General  Government  were  ii>tended  to  be 
adjudicated  by  a  tribunal  organized  for  that  purpose  by 
jndicial  authority.  This  tribunal,  so  far  as  authorized  by 
powers  delegated,  is  independent  of  the  State  tribunals, 
and  the  State  tribunals  independent  of  it;  each  acting  on 
its  own  responsibility,  and  in  the  sphere  of  its  own  legiti- 
mate autiiori^.  To  render  the  powers  delegated  by  the 
States  independent  and  sovereign,  and  for  me  States  ait 
the  aame  time  to  retain  their  soverc%n  and  independent 
diancter,  were  queitians  of  ddicate  and  deep  eoniddera- 
lion  by  the  friuncn  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
llie  conventions  t>f  the  Statea  to  ratify  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  particularlr  the  convention  of  Vir- 
ginia, composed,  as  it  was,  of  her  most  diatinguislied 
statesmen,  objected  to  its  ratification,  because  toe  due 
powers  of  the  States  were  not  reserved  by  an  express 
clause.  To  obviate  this  objection,  K  was  urged,  and  not 
without  success,  that,  at  the  first  formation  of  such  an  in- 
strument, perfection  could  not  be  ezpectedi  hut  that  no 
danger  shoiiM  be  apprehended  by  the  Slate  ri^bAM  men, 
as  the  constitution  could  be  amended  at  any  time,  when 
experience  should  suggest  the  proprie^  of  such  amend- 
ments. It  was  believed  by  many  of  the  sages  of  that  day, 
that  the  constitution  was  sufficiently  explicit,  without  an 
express  dauae  to  guard  agunst  the  usuipstions  of  the  Go- 
vernment just  ointuxed.  Three  distinct  and  separate  de- 
partments were  formed,  and  the  powers  and  jurisdictions 
belonging  to  each  were  Uuuted  by  thfiiocnt  boundaries. 
To  the  judiciary  department  of  the  Goremment  were 
allotted  the  power  and  jurisdiction  necessary  and  proper 
to  render  the  Government  perfect.  But,  said  Mr.  D.,  the 
whole  authority  from  which  the  advocates  of  supreme 
power  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  justified  them- 
selves in  enacting  the  35th  section  of  the  judiciaiy  act 
•Uuded  to,  will  be  found  in  the  third  article  (rf  the  consti- 
li^on>  as  fi^ows: 

»  The  judicial  power  of  tiie  Umted  Btates  Aslt  be  vest> 
<  cd  in  one  supreme  court,  and  m  ndt  inferiat  eoorts  as 


<  the  Congress  may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  estiJ)liiih. 
'  Thejudp^  both  ofthe  supreme  and  inferior  courts,  shall 

<  hohl  their  offices  duriw  good  behavior,aiid  shall,  at  stated 

*  time^  reenve  for  thev  serriees  a  eoopenMAion,  wluoh 

■  shall  not  be  dinutusbed  during  their  conhnutnce  in  office. 

*  The  judidal  power  shall  extend  to  a]l  dtses  in  law  and 

<  eauity  ariung  under  this  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  Unit* 

<  ed  States,  and  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  un- 
'  der  their  authority;  to  all  cases  affecting  ambasndon, 
'  other  .public  miniatcn^  and  couaub;  to  all  cases  of  admi- 

■  rahy  and  marithne  juris^ctiQatto  contrtnreraeato  which 
'  the  Uitited  States  wall  be  a  psiiyi  to  centrovenriea 

*  tween  two  or  more  Statest  between  citiKniof  different 
'  States;  between  citizens  of  tiie  same  State  elumin^ 

*  grants  of  land  under  different  Strtes;  and-  between  a 
'  State  and  the  citizens  tberei^i  and  between  fore^ 

*  StMes,  citizens,  and  subjects. 

*<  In  all  eases  affecting  ambassadors,  other  public  minis. 
'  ters,  and  coosids,  and  tiiose  in  which  a  State  shall  be  a 

*  putf,  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  origwsJ  jurisdlQ- 
'  tion.  In  all  the  cases  before  mentioned,  the  Supreme 
'  Court  dull  have  appellate  juria^ction,  both  as  to  law 

<  and  fiurt,  with  such  exceptions,  and  under  auch  regBbk 
'  tionsk  as  the  Congress  shall  make. 

<*  I'he  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cases  of  impeach* 
'  ment,  shall  be  by  jury;  uid  such  trial  shall  be  held  in  the 

*  State  where  said  crime  shall  have  been  committed;  but 

*  whui  not  oommitted  within  any  State,  the  trial  shall  be 

*  a*  w^kce  or  phnes  as  Congresi  nay  by  law  havo 

It  is  provided  in  the  MXtfa  article,  second  aeetion,  that 
"  This  constitution,  and  the  kwa  of  the  United  States 
'  which  shall  be  made  in  pursuance  tliereef,  and  aU 
'  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  iBade,-anderthe  authf>- 
'  rity  of  thp  United  Statei^  slwll  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 

*  land;  and  the  ^udres  in  every  State dialf  be  honndlhere- 

*  by,  any  thing  in  the  constitution  or  lawa  of  any  State  to 

*  the  contrary  notwithstanding.*' 

In  the  third  section  it  is  further  provided,  that  **  The 

*  Senators  and  Bepresentatives  before  mentioned,  and 
'  members  of  the  several  State  legislatures,  and  all  exo- 

*  cutive  and  judicial  officers,  both  of  the  United  Btate% 
'  and  of  the  several  States,  shall  be  bound  by  oath  or  u- 

*  firmation  to  support  this  constitutioni  but  no  religious 

■  test  shaU  ever  be  reqmred  as  a  qtialifieMioB  te  any  offien 

<  of  puUic  trust  under  the  United  States.** 

Thus  stood  the  constitution,  said  Mr.  D.,  when  the  ju- 
diciary act  of  1789  was  passedby  Congress,  and  appromd 
by  the  President.  The  ctHistitutionahty  of  the  sisth  sec- 
tion was  then  doubted;  but  it  passed  in  company  witii 
other  provisioos,  indispensably  necessary  to  the  sahitaiy 
organization  the  federal  tribunals.  It  has  remained  on 
the  statute  book,  uninterrupted  for  many  years,  and  age 
tisa  given  it  aame  elium  to  renention.  Thai  plea  has 
often  been  asserted  in  its  Givor  by  fhc  enendes  of  State 
rights.  While  the  principles  ofthe  great rcrolation  were 
atDiered  to,  this  act  was  seldom,  if  ever,  rcanied  to;  but 
as  they  have  degenerated,  that  whicii  was  once  considered 
as  usurpaticm  is  now  appealed  to  as  an  evidence  of  right, 
until  the  strides  of  federal  usurpation  begin  to  alarm  the 
moat  iodcdeot.  The  spirit  of  indignatHw  has  already  gone 
abroad  in  the  land,  and  the  people  are  now  aeekii^  a 
remedy  for  the  evil.  It  cannot  be  stifled  nor  subdued,  let 
the  friends  of  power  do  wlut  they  may  to  repress  it.  In 
-vain  do  we  ask  for  the  clause  in  the  caistitution  that 
autiiorizes  a  writ  of  error  to  be  prosecuted  from  the  deci- 
uoD  of  the  supreme  court  of  a  State  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  The  judic»al  power  of  the 
Umted  Stetes  is  vested  in  one  supreme  court,  and  in  such 
inferior  courts  as  Congress  may  from  time  to  time  ordain 
and  establi^;  and  the  Supreme  Court  shall  haveappellale 
juriad!ctioi^  ant^  in  aame  specified  case^  shaU  have  origH 
jnal  jurisdiotisa.   The  Sfipellate Jurisdiction  r«iStrtt»  iS» 
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inferior  courts  esUbUshed  by  Conrras,  and  not  the  infe- 
ruv  court!  of  the  Statea.  This  doctrine^  if  euccescfully 
imintMttedt  would  prostrKte  every  veitige  of  the  «ove- 
rdgnty  of  Hm  SUtes.  Thdr  ability  to  keep  lh«  Oencnd 
Oorenunent  m  the  proper  sphere  of  it*  action  would  be 
uken  Kway,  and  the  ^te  Govemments  4eft  at  the  metcy 
ofaflplenoid  consolidated  Government.  Thisnngiilarstate 
thing*  would  existf  the  tiovemment  intended  as  one  of 
limited  spedfic  poweri,  would  beoome  one  of  general  un- 
Lmilod  authority^  beyond  the  posMbili^  of  controL  The 
piowerofjudging  of  It!  own  authority,  «■  well  as  that  of 
tlw  State%  asMmed  and  maintained.  Wbot  other  powen 
are  ttiere  in  a  Oorcmment  wluch  baa  any  pretensions  to 
■orereiyn^?  It  should  be  bome  in  mind,  that  all  Govern- 
ments are  subordinate,  and  that  they  are  only  made  sove- 
reign by  the  sovereign  will  of  thoae  by  whom  they  bare 
been  establtshetL  In  this  pomt  of  view  the  General  Go- 
vernment is  »ubordinflte  to  the  Statesi  itis  subject  to  their 
wiU  and  ^seretion.  They  can  aher,  change,  or  miKlify  it 
The  power  €f  jufkpng  or  th«  General  Oovemraen^  in  a 
great  measure,  belongs  to  the  State  Governments,  be- 
cause the  Government  was  formed  by  the  States  in  their 
sovereign  capacitjr.  It  ts  true,  the  General  Government 
has  the  power  ofiudging'  in  certain  matters  submitted  to 
it  by  the  forms  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States; 
and  thisjud^tnnot  is  final  and  obligatory  on  the  indivi- 
duals concerned.  Fw  example,  the  Prendent  the 
United  States  has  tbc  authority  to  decide  whetiier  an  indivi- 
dual convicted  of  a  high  crime  by  the  ju4ginent  of  a 
court,  should  be  pardoned  or  not.  Here  the  judgment  of 
the  president  riioiild  be  final.  Congress  possesses  the 
atttfaority  to  decide  whether  they  will  pass  a  certain  bill, 
and  tba  Prendent  possesses  the  power  of  putting  bis  veto 
on  them  after  Congress  has  psssed  them.  These  are  pro- 
per exerciset  of  the  re^ective  aiithraitiea  mntedto  Con- 
gre«.  and  the  EsecntiTe  of  the  Union,  by  the  States. 
The  judiciary  of  Oie  United  States  has  the  authtM-ity  to 
deoide  on  all  cases  subrnttted  to  it  under  the  express  pro- 
vinons  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  by  tlie 
laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof.  I'he  decisions  are  finil, 
and  cannot  be  disturbed,  because  they  are  made  under  a 

5 roper  exercise  of  delegated  powers.  But  suppose  these 
ifiVrent  departments  were  to  take  upon  thrauelves  the 
exercise  of  authority  not  delegated  by  the  constitution; 
where  then  is  the  rightful  remedy?  Whoii  to  jtvlgc  of 
the  infraction  of  the  constitution  f  Those  who  have  vwlat- 
cd  it>  Or  will  you  refer  the  matter  back  to  tiie  ereatiag 
power,  and  let  them  deddc  whether  the  constitution  has 
been  violated  or  not?  It  is  rare  that  a  case  of  this  charac- 
ter will  oceurt  but  when  it  does,  it  is  proper  thftt  tlie 
principle  should  be  applied.  In  the  State  Goremments 
the  remedy  is  at  hand,  and  the  pet^le  are  secure  from 
any  ii^ury  tiiat  may  result  from  a  wanton  violation  the 
coitadtutioa,  by  tiieir  firequcnt  elections.  Bendes,  the 
operations  of  the  Government  are  under  dieir  immediate 
•eontn^  They  pass  judgment  instantly  on  the  acts  of 
their  representatives,  or  those  of  the  ^ecu^vc,  or  Oie 
ju<Uciary.  The  State  Governments  were  created  directly 
b^  the  peimie,  and  all  rioUtions  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
fliplea  of  the  Caoreroment  are  snbinittcd  to  their  deciaon. 
The  General  Government  .was  formed  by  the  States,  and 
should  he  Mibject  to  the  same  principles^  and  the  same 
rules  of  uiterpretatton.  Mr.  D.  said  that  no  Government 
nor  individual  oould  be  sovereign,  witliout  Ae  power  of 
jud^ng  and  determinhig  on  its  own  acts. 

In  relation  to  the  State  and  General  Govermncnte,  each 
is  sovereign  and  independent  of  the  other;  but  not  so  in 
relation  to  the  ereadve  power.  It  b  a  solectsm  in  politics, 
to  mwntain  that  a  Government  is  independent  of  the 
power  that  eresttes  it,  or  that  the  greatest  despot  on  earth 
is  independent  of  the  people.  To  them  QovcrnmentH 
•ad  despots  owe  tbdr  aUegiance.  The  opcrationa  tiie 
Oenmil  Oorcmmmt  aiT  w  ftr  removed  from  the  people. 


that  the  lesions  of  prudence  dictated  to  the  fVamers  of 
the  constitution  the  importance  of  limiting  its  action, 
while  they  retained  to  the  States  all  that  was  necessary  to 
em^le  them  to  muntam  their  authori^  and  independence. 
In  Oie  estimation  of  the  States,  their  rights  were  not  suf* 
fidentty  secured.  I>isaatisfaction  arose  on  this  subject 
among  the  people,  and  sundry  amendments  were  proposed 
and  adoptnl,  which  were  the  result  ttusdisaatisfiietion. 
Two  of  them  bear  on  the  jiv&aity  act  under  conaidenu 
tion.    They  are  as  fbllows: 

The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the 
'constitution,  nor  prtdiibited  by  it  to  die  States,  are  re- 

*  served  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people.** 
**Thejudicial  power  of  tlie  United  States  sludi  not  be 

*  construed  to  extend  to  any  suit,  in  law  or  equity,  com- 
<  menced  or  prosecuted  against  one  of  the  United  States, 
'  or  by  a  citizen  or  subject  of  any  foreign  State."  These 
amendments  were  adopted  long  after  the  passage  of  the 
judiciary  act  of  1789,  and  show  very  clearly  that  ihcj  had 
for  tiicir  object  this  independence  of  the  States.  The 
latter  amencunent  appears,  from  the  journals  of  Congreaa 
and  the  message  of  the  President,  to  have  been  finally 
acted  upon  and  adopted  on  the  8th  of  January,  1798. 
These  amendments,  whatever  doubts  may  have  existed 
before,  most  settle  the  question  as  to  the  unconstitutionality 
of  the  25th  section  of  the  judiciary  act.  That  provifton 
of  Uie  constitution  is  not  perceived^  which  authorized 
Congress  to  pass  an  act  permitting  a  writ  of  error  to  be 
prosecuted  from  the  State  courts  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States.  I  know,  said  Nr.  D. ,  that  it  has  been 
drawn  from  tliat  part  of  tlie  constitution  which  declares 
that  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  die  laws  made 
in  pursuance  thereof,  and  treaties  made  by  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  should  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land.  This,  he  said,  was  a  declaration  that  the  eooatitu* 
tion,  1aw%  uid  treaties  of  the  UiutedStates^  dMuId  be  an- 
premei  and  the  couru  of  the  United  SCttea,  and  also  the 
courts  of  the  States,  in  their  adjudications,  dkould  so  con- 
nder  tiiemt  but  that  it  confers  an^  jurisdiction  on  the 
courts  not  previously  given,  is  positively  denied.  It  is 
true  that  the  judicwl  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases 
arising  under  uie  constituticm,  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  &c. ;  but  this  can  only  be  understood  as  applying 
to  courts  wliich  were  to  be  oi^nized  under  the  constitu- 
tion»  and  not  to  the  tribunals  of  the  States.  The  judibal 
power  of  the  United  States  ms  not  vested  by  the  eoa- 
sUtution  in  the  State  tribttnals:  H  was  vested  in  one  su- 
preme court,  and  in-such  inferior  courts  as  Congress  may* 
from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  establish.  Did  GongreM 
ordain  and  establirii  the  supreme  coorti  of  the  different 
States^  Or  were  they,  by  anact  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture, made  inferior  courts  f  or  could  they  be  so  made  by 
any  legi^tive  act  of  the  General  Government^  The  au- 
perior  court  of  a  State  ia  asmueh  supreme  as^e  Supreme 
Court  of  the  Untted  States.  Each  acta  independent  of 
the  othert  each  has  ita  limita  asmgned;  and  the  one  can- 
not coerce  tite  other  to  the  performance  of  ita  duty.  The 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  cannot  compel  the 
tribunals  of  a  State  to  respect  ita  mandates.  The  su- 
preme court,  it  is  true,  may,  if  it  chooses,  refuse  to  per- 
mit tiieir  clerk  to  certify  th«r  rectml  to  the  Suprene 
Court  of  the  United  Stajles.  K  writ  of  error  could  not 
then  be  prosecuted.  These  facta  diow  tiow  entirely  fkl- 
lacions  is  the  idea  that  the  supreme  court  of  a  State  is 
inferior,  in  relation  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  The  judges  of  a  State  are  as  competent  to  decide 
on  Uic  constitution,  laws,  and  treaties  of  the  United  States, 
as  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  tiie  United  Statea. 
Those  who  do  not  admit  that  the  State  courts  possess  this 
qualification,  must  pay  a  poor  compliment  to  the  states, 
and  the  intellect  of  their  judges,  when  tliey  yield  to  tlw 
Congress  of  the  United  States  the  power  to  nuke  the  su- 
preme oourt  of  a  Stale  an  infitrior  tribunsl>   lliis  eser> 


Digitized  by 


Dy  Google 


665 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS 


666 


Fib.  9,  1831.]  Reportt  of  the  JudAnary  Comm'ttee.  [FT.  or  ft. 


cise  of  power,  if  authorized  by  the  constitution,  would  be 
biphly  implvper,  uid  could  only  be  reiorted  to  on  the 
supposition  timt  the  judges  of  the  State  are  either  incom- 
petent or  corrupt. 

The  tninori^  of  the  commiftee  hare  placed  It  on  the 
STOund  that  the  jtidgn  of  a  State  are  corrupt,  apd,  thrre- 
forc,  are  not  to  be  tnuted.  They  say  that  a  8t«.te  might 
pass  laws  to  prevent  the  collection  of  the  rerenue,  or  to 
seize  on  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States;  and 
that  the  courts  uf  the  States  would  enforce  those  laws,  re- 
f^rdless  of  the  oath  taken  to  support  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States.  In  that  constitution,  the  law*  and 
treaties  of  the  United  States  are  made  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land,  and  the  judges  of  the  States  are  bound 
thereby.  Can  it  be  supposed  by  any  rational  man,  tifat 
the  framers  of  tbe  constitution  era'  contemplated  at),  en- 
croachment on  tbe  sovereignty  of  the  Slates,  sucb  as 
would  reduce  them  to  mere  petty  corporations,  or  to  per- 
petud  inferiority,  annihilating  at  once  every  vestige  of 
tiieir  sovereignty  and  independence?  Tt  is  the  opinion  of 
some  very  distingui^d  men  and  ^uristsi  that  tbe  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  tbe  Umted  States  hare  no  au- 
thority to  declare  the  law  of  a  State  onconstHutional. 
Tliis  duty  was  to  be  performed  by  the  State  tribnnals)  and 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  ought  to  take  their  deci- 
sion as  evidence  of  what  the  statute  is,  and  its  effects.  If 
this  course  had  been  pursued,  no  colliuon  would  ever  have 
arinen  between  the  State  and  federal  authorities;  but  a 
diflerent  practice  has  prevailed,  and  colliMon  aAer  colti- 
mon  has  been  the  result.  In  some  instanoes^  the  Federal 
GoTensnent*  the  harmony  of  the  country,  has  been  shak- 
en to  its  vety  centre  by  these  coUiiiont.  Nearly  every 
State  in  the  Union  has  had  her  sovereignty  prostrated — 
has  been  brought  to  bend  beneatfi  the  feet  of  the  federal 
tribunal.  It  is  time  that  the  Slatesshould  prepare  for  the 
worst,  and  protect  themselves  against  the  assaults  of  this 
gigantic  tribunal.  It  is  useless  to  diag^uise  the  (tct.  The 
national  tribunal,  5ustained  and  supported  as  it  is,  stops  at 
nothing  to  obtain  power.  Its  jurisdiction  is  daily  increas. 
ing,  and  will  continue  to  increase  till  the  tribunals  of  tiie 
States,  and  tbe  States  tlicmselves*  idiall  h«ve  been  nAbed 
of  al)  their  original  jurisdiction.  Courts,  at  all  times,  and 
in  all  countries,  liave  sou^t  to  enlarge  their  jurisdiction, 
and  have  succeeded  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  people 
have  become  supine  and  careless  of  tiieir  rights.  In  Eng- 
land, the  cotyt  of  king's  bencli,  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  and  t)ie  court  of  exchequer,  were  courts  of  limited 
jurisdiction;  but  they  assumed  one  power  after 'another, 
and  at  last  became  courts  of  general  jttrisdiction.  Tbe 
same,  perhaps,  is  going  on  with  regard  to  the  courts  of 
the  United  Statesj  and,  Mr.  D.  said,  he  would  venture  to 
predict  tl»t  the  same  result  would  follow,  unless  C<m- 
gress  should  aid  in  fmn7»ing  down  their  usurqations; 
which,  he  thought,  from  recent  occurrences,  o-as  not 
likely  to  happen.  Opposition  to  the  report  is  placed  by 
tbe  minorUy  of  the  CBtbDiittee  on  another  gnmnd,  etiiullv 
flimsy  and  d»ard.  Law  is  «  science,  and  he  who  is 
schooled  in  it  most,  in  his  construction,  either  of  t)ie  con- 
uitution,  of  the  treaties,  or  of  the  statutes  of  the  United 
states,  come  to  the  Same  eoncluslon.  It  is  admitted  that 
the  decisions  of  some  of  the  courts  may  differ,  either  from 
igiiorance  or  neglect;  but  this  difference  is  not  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  sj  atem.  Under  the  2Sth  section,  the  de- 
cisions may  now  be  different:  for  example,  if  the  State 
court  sustain  the  bur  of  the  United  States,  no  writ  of 
error  can  be  proseeutedt  but  if  it  shouM  decide  against 
its  vaKdity,  a  writ  of  error  may  be  prosecuted  to  revcr« 
or  affirm  that  decinon.  '  If  the  opinion  should  be  affirmed, 
no  uniformity  will  exist  in  the  courts.  Uniformity  docs 
not  even  now  exist  it)  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 
Where  suits  are  brought  in  those  courts  by  citizens  of 
d  fTcrent  Slfltei,  and  where  the  rajidi^  of  treaties,  laws, 
and  the  constitution  of  the' United  Stated  is  not  drawn  in 


question,  the  decisions  of  the  State  tribunals  ure  adopted 
as  the  rule  of  decinon  for  the  Supreme  Court  of^ the 
United  States.  To  tliis  nile  there  has  never  been  any 
complaint.  It  has,  on  tbe  contrary,  been  approved  by 
the  American  people.  The  fears  apprehended  by  the 
minority  vanish  at  the  touch.  The  jealnuiy  that  the 
States  may  pass  law*  to  prevent  the  eoUectian  of  the  re* 
venue,  is  itile  and  ridiculous.  Do  tliey  know  that  tbe 
Federal  Court  exercises  the  power  of  preventing  any  in- 
terference by  the  States  with  tbe  affaii-s  that  properly 
belong  to  the  General  Government,  independent  of  the 
2 jth  section  of  tbe  judiciary  act?  When  the  t'egislature 
of  Kentucky  passecl  a  law  to  tax  tbe  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  an  injunction  was  granted  and  sustfuned  by  the 
Federal  Court  to  prevent  ita  operation,  and  the  law  de- 
clared null  and  rcrid.  If  the  Legislature  of  sny  of  the 
States  should  pass  a  law  to  punish  an  individual  who  take* 
upon  himself  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  the  courts 
would,  on  application,  declare  the  law  a  nullity.  Hiis 
power,  although  exercised  by  the  court,  Mr.  D.  said,  was, 
in  his  judgment,  avi<^tion  of  the  llthamer)dment  of  die 
constitution  cf  tbe  United  States.  But  this  exercise 
power  is  not  so  alarming  as  the  exercise  of  power  by  vir- 
tuc  of  the  25th  section,  because  it  strikes  directly  at  the 
root  of  State  sovereignty,  and  levels  it  with  the  dust  Tbe 
repeal  of  this  section,  however,  was  scarcely  determined 
on  by  the  committee,  before  the  majority  was  assailed  fn 
all  the  forms  of  newspaper  slang  and  virulence  by  die  pros- 
tituted tools  of  the  old  federal  party.  The  writing  editor 
of  the  National  Journal — the  putrid  ofliil  of  Picoidilly— 
casts  lus  mite  of  nauseous  reriiii^  into  the  common 
reservoir  qf  slander.  Mr.  D.  sud  he  knew  but  little  of 
the  private  history  of  this  individual,  nor  was  it  n«ces< 
sary  in  ivder  to  lend  to  a  just  estimate  of  his  character. 
His  appearance  is  sufficient  to  condemn  him.  Mis  face 
would  accuse  and  convict  him  of  the  moat  infamous  crime 
in  the  calendar,  which  involved  only  the  meaner  anil  more 
grovelling  passions  of  its  committal.  Even  while  he  is 
moving  about,  he  is  constantly  casting  about  him  a  quick 
nnister  glance  of  the  eye,  as  tf  in  expectation  every  mo- 
ment of  bring  arrested  by  tbe  hi^  constable  of  London, 
to  make  atdnement  for  some  felonious  or  burglarious  of- 
fence, that  required  not  tlie  exercise  of  manly  courage, 
but  cunning  and  dexterity.  Another  worthy  editor  of 
Virginia,  distinguished  only  for  the  infamous  notoriety  of 
his  crimes,  through  every  stage  of  his  existence,  froni  tiie 
puling  days  of  his  boyluwd  down  to  the  presctit  time,  Iiaa 
also  made  an  attack  upon  the  majority  of  tbe  committee, 
and  particularly  on  the  individual  who  now  addrcs&es  the 
Chair.  To  such  worthy  associates  1  will  only  say,  *'  a  vil- 
lain's censure  is  extortetl  praise."  All  the  opposition  to 
the  repeal  comes  from  a  source  where  it  might  be  ex- 
pected. It  is  of  the  same  f.imily  as  the  alien  and  sedition 
laws.  In  order  to  render  the  measure  odious  or  disrepu- 
table, it  is  designated  nullification  by  some,  and  disunion 
by  uthcrt.  It  is  true,  there  is  something  in  na)nes;  they 
mve  vome  uifluence  on  the  public  mind.  The  term  fede> 
ralist  was  harmless  In  its  origin,  but,  from  a  variety  of  cir- 
cnmbtances,  which  are  not  ncce8.s:iry  to  he  reUttd  here, 
it  became  exceedingly  odious  to  the  people;  and  the  party 
to  which  it  was  attached  has  of  lute  been  emk-avorlng  lo 
get  rid  of  it  as  a  cognomen  likely  to  prove  injurious  to  the 
success  of  their  pohticul  aspirations.  They  huve  been 
exerting  their  ingenuity  in  oracr  to  barter  it  off  for  a  new 
name — national  republican.  Nullification  has  been  at- 
tached to  the  South,  because  certain  pol  ticlans  believe 
they  can  deceivetlie  people  by  the  use  of  the  term.  Those 
who  believe  so,  calculate  too  krgely  on  the  ignorance  of 
tlie  pubhc.  The  people  of  this  country  are  too  intelligent 
lo  be  leil  ad'  by  such  a  shallow  artilice.  Tt;ey  are  Hot  to 
be  alarmed  by  a  raw-head  and  bloixly -bones  conjured  up 
by  those  who  have  been  at  all  times  tne  enemies  of  cqiinl 
^  popular  ri^itt.  They  vlll  inquire  who  tUfse  uulliCers  are. 
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and  wlut  put  they  bore  in  the  darkest  and  iDott  trying- 
period  of  our  butoiy.  They  will  uk*  vbere  were  tbese 
nulUfiers  during  the  Ute  war,  when  a  fore^  enemy  pol- 
luted our  sboree,  and  threatened  the  liberties  of  our  eoon- 
try?  Did  thqr  contribute  men  ormoney  to  sustun  ua  in 
our  deep  distress,  to  meet  the  wants  of  an  empty  treuury 
and  desUtute  army;  to  repel  the  pampered  myrmidons  of 
a  haug;hty  foe;  to  mitigate  the  calamities  of  a  relentless 
war,  and  to  bring  the  contest  to  a  happy  and  glorious  ter- 
mination? They  must  know  the  object  of  toe  nuUificrs 
before  they  can  srmpathize  with  those  who  have  a  com- 
mon interest  in  dectying  them-  Their  object  is  to  pre- 
serve the  Union,  and  save  the  constitution  at  its  last  ^sp. 
If  they  acted  the  part  of  patriots  during  the  late  war, 
when  actions  spoke  devotion  to  liberty  and  the  Vnion 
louder  tiuai  words;  if  tliey  have  always  sustained  the  prin- 
ciples of  republicanism,  tnd  arc  now  sustaining  them  in 
their  purity,  surely  such  men  are  not  to  be  sacrificed,  to 
gratify  the  indomitable  ambition  of  weak,  but  cunning  in- 
triguers, who  have  no  ekima  to  the  distinction  after  which 
they  aspired,  but  an  acknowledged  capscity  to  plan  and 
execute  all  the  petty  devices  of  political  management. 
Sir,  flsid  Mr.  D.,  the  South  baa  always  been  the  defender 
of  our  country  in  times  of  difficulty  snd  danger;  the  firm 
advocate  and  supporter  of  tlie  eonsGtution  and  the  union 
of  the  Ktatcs.  The  complaint  urged  against  that  pstriotic 
State,  (Smith  Carolina.)  by  designing  politicians,  is,  that 
her  constituted  authorities  believe  that  the  powers  the 
General  Government  have  been  transcended  b^  Congress, 
and  ^t  their  only  relief  is  to  be  found  in  a  du«ct  appeal 
to  the  people  of  their  owq  State  in  convention.  In  a  mea- 
sure of  this  character  there  is  no  danger  to  be  apprehend- 
ed, because  the  people  have  to  settle  the  question  whe- 
tiier  there  has  been  a  palpable,  deliberate,  and  dangerous 
exercise  of  power  by  tlie  General  Government.  The  so- 
lemn manner  in  which  this  subject  is  to  be  tested  the  time 
pven  for  ample  investigation,  are  sure  guaranties  that  the 
expressed  couatitutioni^  rights  of  the  General  Gavernmeut 
will  be  properly  aj^rcciated.  Tlie  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple are  always  more  secure  tn  the  hands  of  those  politi- 
cians who  refrain  from  the  exercise  of  doubtful  authority, 
than  with  tliose  who  estimate  their  own  judgment  as  supe- 
rior to  their  constituents,  and,  when  the  chain  of  legitimate 

f lower  is  stre'.ched  to  iu  utmost,  hesitate  not  to  break  a 
ink,  if  neoestiiry,  to  accf^pludi  the  ends  of  unehastened 
ambition.  Hence  the  propriety  of  a  full  discusHon  and 
consultation  by  tlie  people  and  their  agents,  before  they 
proceed  to  decide  on  this  very  delicate  and  important 
question.  The  individual  who  may  have  formed  an  er- 
roneous opinion  in  relation  to  the  reserved  powers  of  the 
States  or  the  people,  can  never  be  a  proper  subject  of 
popular  censure,  if  the  ojnnion  so  formed  be  favqrable  to 
the  rights  of  the  people.  The  agents,  doubtful  their 
outlionty,  appeal  to  the  principals  who  are  must  interest- 
ed, and  ask  them  to  settle  the  doubtful  point.  Wlu,  I 
would  ask,  aaid  Mr.  l).,  is  better  qualifiedr  The  Govern- 
ment is  their  own  property,  formed  by  their  own  hands, 
created  for  their  own  use  and  convenience,  and  not  to 
gratify  the  selRsh  cravings  for  power  and  patronage  of 
those  wUq  may  be  called  to  administer  its  functions.  The 
people  have  a  ri^t  to  ttispfHC  of  this  Government  in  the 
manner  pointed  out  by  the  constitution.  This  is  a  posi- 
tion so  clear  that  it  cannot  he  denied.  It  then  follows  as 
a  necessary  consequence  that  the  States  have  a  right  to 
^udgc  of  its  operutiuna,  and  to  apply  a  remedy  whenever 
it  may  appear  to  them  that  their  agents  liavc  transcended 
tiic  hmits  of  ttic  constitution.  The  beauty  and  harmony 
of  our  Government  consists  mainly  in  its  operatioi^  when 
that  operation  is  not  intemiptca  by  collision  with  the 
State  Governments.  To  prevent  this  evil,  a  proper  re- 
■  spcct  must  be  paid  to  eaclt.  llie  one  would  then  control 
the  other,  while  each  would  control  itself.  Of  this  opt> 
nion  was  Mr.  Ilamiltoiii.  who,  in  one  of  the  oumben  of  the 


Federalist, says,  "that  Ina  nngle  republic,  all  the  powera 
surrendered  by  tlic  people  are  si^mitted  to  the  administra- 
tion of  a  wngle  Govemraeotf  and  usurpations  are  guarded 
against  by  a  divinon  of  the  Government  into  distrsts  and 
separate  departments.  In  1^  compound  republic  of  Ame- 
rica, the  power  surrendered  the  people  ia  first  divided 
between  twp  distinct  Governments,  and  then  the  portion 
allotted  to  each  is  subdivided  among  districts  and  separate 
departments.  Hence  a  double  secuHfy  to  the  rights  of 
the  people:  the  diJIerent  Governments  will  control  each 
other,  at  the  same  time  each  will  be  centroUed  by  itaetf.** 
In  tills  article  it  u  clearly  seen  that  the  State  Govermnenta 
were  not  considered  as  stibordinate  to  the  General  Go- 
vernment»  though  the  different  departments  of  each  bad 
a  portion  of  counter  controlling  power.  The  courts  of 
the  State  Governments  have  authority  to  decide  on  the 
laws,  treaties,  and  constitution  of  the  United  States;  and 
lha  federal  courts  in  turn  have  an  equal  power  to  adjudi- 
cate the  laws  and  constitittionsof  tlie  United  States.  Take 
from  the  States  this  privilege,  and  you  destroy  that  reci- 
procal  action,  that  principle  asserted  in  the  Federalist 
Sir,  said  Hr.  D.,  we  have  fallen  on  evil  timesj  the  good 
old  republican  doctrine  of  *98  is  openly  repudiated  and 
discarded  by  many  who  once  figured  on  the  theatre  of 
democracy.  He  [Mr.  D.]  remembered,  that,  after  Mr. 
Clay  liad  voted  for  the  cQmpensation  law,  so  called,  an 
ezcitemcfnt  arose  in  his  district  agiuiist  that  measure.  The 
opponent  of  Mr.Clay  for  a  seat  la  the  National  Legislature, 
although  at  thtt  time  not  a  favorite  with  the  people,  yet 
be  was  likely  to  ou^trip  Hr.  Clay  in  the  canvasa.  In  or- 
der to  counteract,  or  ratiier  counterbalance,  the  popular 
odium  which  this  compcnaation  law  had  excited,  one  of 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Cta^'  published  a  handbill,  charging 
his  opponent  with  having  voted  agaznst  the  famous  rcso> 
lutions  of '98,  declaring  the  **alien  and  sedition  laws**  un- 
constitutional, and  asBcrtiny  the  absolute  right  of  Uie  States 
to  judge  of  their  constitutionality.  During  this  animated 
contest,  these  resolutions  were  made  tlie  test  between  fe- 
deralist and  repi^lican;  M*,  in  other  wards,  between  those 
who  would  retain,  and  exercise  by  tiic  people  and  by  the 
States,  those  powera  not  expressly  granted  by  .the  consti- 
tution, and  tliose  who  were  disposed  to  yield  up  all  to  tiie 
decision  of  one  grand  consolidated  Government,  wielding 
the  power  and  patronage  of  all,  and  tendiii^  to  tyranny 
and  despotism.  These  rewdiitions  went  as  tar,  if  not  far- 
ther, in  limiting  the  action  of  the  Government,  than  the 
leading  politicians  of  South  Carolina.  TheTresident  him- 
self lias  not  stopped  short  of  that  doctrine.  Ue  has  said, 
in  language  not  to  be  misapprehended,  to  tiie  Cherokee 
Indians,  that  the  State  of  Georgia  had  a  right  to  extend 
iter  laws  over  them,  tiie  intercourse  law  of  Congress  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Sir,  said  Ur.  D.,  I  most 
heartily  coincide  with  the  President  in  this  decision,  and  I 
am  proud  to  be  auttained  by  «uch  emment  authority.  It 
is  true,  we  may  (UfTer  about  the  mode  of  accompLshliig 
the  9ame  object.  In  order  to  get  rid  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress believed  to  be  uncoiwtitutional,  tite  Legislature  of 
Georgia  passes  an  act  extending  her  autiiority  over  the 
Imlians  within,  her  limits;  and  the  President  tells  the  In- 
dians Uiat  tlicy  must  submit  to  its  operation,  all  treaties  or 
barguns  to  tlie  contimry.  This  covers  every  prindple 
contemled  for  by  the  imtriotic  citizens  of  South  CanJina; 
by  thi»,  an  act  of  Congress,  to  use  a  common  phrase,  is 
nullified-  In  1798,  the  pure  days  of  democracy,  the  State 
of  Kentucky  was  in  favor  of  nullifying  the  alien  and  sec- 
tion laws.  The  resolutions  passed  on  this  subject  are 
couched  in  plain  lunguage;  tliey  are  said  to  liave  proceed- 
ed from  the  pen  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  tlie  sage  of  llonti- 
Ccllo,  himself!)  let  them  speak  for  tliemselves.  In  tbcae 
resolutioni^  the  Leg^dature  of  Kentucky  declare  *'  that 
tiie  Government  crcateil  by  the  compact  was  not  made  the 
exdtunve  or  final  judge  of*^  the  extent  of  the  powers  dele- 
gated to  itael^  since  that  would  hare  made  iti  discretioi^ 
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and  not  tbe  comtitutkm,  the  neiaare  of  iti  powen;  but 
thmt,  u  in  «ll  other  cue*  compact,  hinnr  no  common 
judge,  each  pai^  has  an  equal  ri^fht  to '  )faaga  far  itaelf, 
M  wen  of  hAaraom^  aaoT the  mode  and  mumtf  of  re. 
dre«.'* 

This  labjeet  was  re>emdned  in  lt90,  and  tte  roola* 
tiom  preriously  adopted  were  re-nflirmcdt  wnA-  it  wa* 
then  declared,  that,  **  If  thoae  who  administered  the  Ge- 
nera) Government  diould  be  permitted  to  transgress  the 
limits  fixed  by  the  compact,  by  a  total  ctiareganl  of  the 
■pecial  delegations  of  power  tbereiri  contained,  an  anni- 
hilation of  die  Slate  atithorttiei,  and  the  erection,  on  their 
ruins,  of  a  jceneral,  conaondated  Government,  would  be 
the  inevitable  consequence.  That,  by  the  principles  of 
vonatraetion  contended  fop  by  serersl  xS  the  State  Legts- 
iMutea,  the  Genml  Govemmetitla  thecouhiBve  jiidg«  of 
4)e  extent  of  tfke  powers  ddcrated  to  Hi  atop  nothing  short 
of  the  despotism;  ance  the  discretion  of  Aoae  who  ad- 
mbiister  toe  Government,  and  not  the  constitution,  would 
be  the  measm^  of  their  powera.'*  •That  the  severU  States 
which  fonAed  that  instrument,  being  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent, have  the  uwiaeslionaMe  fight  to  judge  of  its 
constnetioni  andtiMtthenuiriflcalion,By  these  aevereign- 
ties,  of  all  unaiiAorixed  actadone  under  cohw  of  that  in- 
strument, is  the  right  reme^." 

Sir,  s^  Mr.  D.,  Virginia,  responded  to  those  resolu- 
tions, and  the  doctrines  wMeh  they  contain  were  re-assert- 
ed in  an  able  report,  which  has  ever  ainee  been  the  text- 
hook  ctf  the  repnbttcan  party.  IfSouth  Carolina  baa  acted 
in  any  niuuier,  on  the  subject  of  State  auUiority,  so  as  to 
incur  the  displeasure  of  Virfpnia  or  K«itticky»  of- 
fence evidently  proceeds,  said  Mr-  D.,  from  the  exuDple 
■et  by  these  Slates.  The  issues  of  the  eontroverar  in  that 
State,  even  admit  that  they  have  gone  further  than  the 
Kentucky  resolutions,  prove  that  no  dan^r.ia  to  be  appre^ 
bended  when  a  subject  ia  openly  investigated  before  the 
peof^e.  The  principles  of  tbif  Oovenunent  are  never  in 
danger  from  an  op«n,  bold,  and  manly  aasertion  of  the 
rights  uthcr  of  the  States  or  of  the  people.  If  ever  this 
Govenunent  it  sohverted,  it  wilt  be  by  ukUrect,  inndious 
apppoaehea,  by  secret  ctmchves^  and  treacherous  matihi* 
nations.  Ilie  people  of  the  South  we  too  high-minded, 
eUvatrauB,  ana  patriotic,  to  attempt  any  act  whidi  they 
may  conceive  their  duty  imposes  on  them,  in  secret,  or 
under  the  cover  of  the  uwdes  of  nipht.  What  they  do,  is 
done  in  the  face  of  day.  In  all  theirpublio  meetii^  they 
Teedve  that  they  are  iteadfiutly  attnehed  to  the  Uniout 
and  didr  efforts  are  bent  towards  its  preservation.  It  is 
a  source  of  some  amusement  to  hear  the  old  federalists 
and  Hartford  convention  men,  with  the  parrot  cry  of  (Us- 
union  and  nullification  on  tiieir  Hps.  They  appear  to  have 
entirely  forgotten  the  Hartford  convention.  In  this  me- 
morable fxmvocation,  the  seeds  of  treason  and  disunion 
were  freely  aownt  and  the  time  and  manner  selected  for 
the  occa»on  were  congraid  to  a  fruitful  harvest.  Tlteir 
ploU  were  all  Ud  in  private,  witbelosed  doors,  and  secre- 
cy enjoined  utider  the  saered 'Obligations  of  an  oath.  One 
of  these  resolutions  shows  the  chantetw  of  the  assembly, 
tiMugfa  it  is  to  be  expected  tliat  the  most  otUoua  part  .of 
their  proeeetUngB  has  never  yet  been  permitted  to  see  tlie 
light  The  resolution  to  which  he-alluded  was  couched 
in  the  foUowtng  words:  *'  The  most  inviolable  secrecy 
shall  be  observed  by  each  member  of  the  convention,  in- 
eluding  the  secretuy,  as  to  all  propoaitions,  debates^  and 
proceedingstheeeof,  until  thb  injunction  shall  be  suspend- 
ed or  altered.'*  It  is  from  proceedings  of  tUs  ehtaaccer 
that  danger  is  to  be  apprebendedt  and  they  are  now  men- 
tioned, to  show  the  reckless  expedients  to  wltich  some 
politicians  wMl  resort  in  order  to  obtain  power.  The 
judiciary  of  the  Union,  with  tluct  same  reckless  purpose, 
has  given  deusion  after  decisitm,  declaring  the  laws  vS  the 
States  unconstituiionat  and  void.  Not  a  ■■vIc  State,  lie 
believed,  had eac^wd the  nuUifrinir  *P*i^  tifthis  tribuaa]. 


Kentucky  has  been  made  a  victim  by  the  prostration  of  her 
occupant  laws.  Under  the  35th  section,  writs  of  error 
are  now  prosecuted  from  the  dectnon  of  tiie  supreme 
court  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  with  the  view  again  to 
test  the  validKy  of  theae  f^ms;  and  not  only  to  vacate  the 
law,  but  to  vacate  the  dentfon  of  the  court.  To  avmd 
consequences  so  injurious,  and  even  destructive  of  the 
peace  and  harmonv  of  the  courts,  tiw  miuarity  of  the  com- 
mittee submitted  the  report  now  asked  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  D.  said,  in  concluHon,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  nuK. 
liftcAtion,  so  far  as  to  remonstrate,  rither  in  convention,  or 
by  the  State  Legislature,  ^inst  any  act  of  usurpation, 
either  by  the  General  or  State  Governments.  To  an  im- 
partid  people,  seeking  tfadr  own  happiness  in  the  man- 
ner whieh,  to  them,  aeehw  most  suitable,  matters  of  this 
character,  should  at  aH  thnes  be  submitted  in  an  unso- 

Ehisticated,  unprejtidiced,  authentic  shape.  Hiis  cannot 
e  better  done  than  by  (he  mode  pointed  out  by  Ur.  M- 
ferson.  He  dechves  that  "  it  is  a  fatal  heresy  tn  stippose 
that  either  our  State  Governments  are  inferior  to  the  Fe- 
deral, or  the  Federal  to  the  Statet  neither  is  authorized 
literally  to  dedde  what  belongs  to  itself,  or  to  its  copartner 
in  fipvemment.  In  difibrences  of  opinion  between  their 
difierentsetsof  publieservants,  the  apped  is  to  neitiier.but 
to  their  enipl<^er3,  peaceably  assembled  in  conventipn." 
Tlic  doctrine,  that  the  States  are  inferior  to  the  General 
Government,  Mr.  D-  sud,  he  could  not  subscribe  to.  He 
had  always  acted  with  the  republican  party — ^bis  constitu- 
ents were  republicans  of  the  school  of  '98,  of  the  Jeffer- 
sonian  rtamp,  and  they  knew  how  to  appreciate  those 
prinnple^  and  to  estimate  the  motives  of  bones^  feaiies^ 
patriotic  men. 

To  the  House,  Mr.  D.  said,  he  was  under  obrigations 
for  the  indulgence  they  had  extended  to  him;  and,  in  re- 
turn, offered  tiiem  his  thanks  for  the  favor  and  attention 
they  had  bestowed. 

[That  portion  of  the  hour  allotted  for  the  conwderation 
of  resolutions,  which  was  given  to  tiiis  subject  each  morn- 
ing, obliged  Mr.  Dahibl  to  deliver  the  prece^g  re- 
marks in  detached  portion^  on  several  different  days,  but 
hisspeeeh  is  grrennere  entire.] 

DEFAULTERS. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  laid  on  the  table  tiie  followhig  reso- 
lution: 

Raolud,  lliat  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  commimicate  to  thia  House  the  amount  of 
each  de&lcation,  and  tiie  names  of  the  de&uttersi  the 
names  and  amotmt  of  each  peculation  upon  tiie  treasury, 
or  fraudulent  use  -of  the  public  money  by  individuals  m 
the  emploj-nent  of  the  Govemmenti  and  tite  names  of  the 
person  or  persons  concerned  therein;  the  instanct-s  in 
which  tlie  public  money  has  been  misapplied  or  diverted 
from  the  objects  for  which  it  was  appropriated  by  Con- 
gress; and,  also,  the  amount  of  improper  allowances  to 
officers,  agents,  or  otlicrs,  in  the  public  emplo^nent« 
made  by  any  of  the  departments  of  the  Govetranentf  the 
amount  thereof,  and  to  whom  allowed,  mnce  the  3d  day 
of  March,  1825. 

LAND  OFFICES. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  conMdexation  of  the  bill 
to  estiJilish  a  land  office  in  the  Territory  of  Michifpin,  the 
amendment  of  tlie  Senate  to  provide  for  the  establishment 
of  an  additional  land  office  ia  the  State  of  Indiana  being 
under  conndetation. 

Mr.  AVICKLIFFE  submitted  an  amendment  to  strike 
out  part  of  the  Senate's  amendment,  and  to  provide  for 
attaching  the  lands  in  Indiana  proposed  to  be  formed  in< 
to  a  new  land  district  to  the  Fort  Wayne  district.  Hie 
motion  to  sbike  out  was  declared  to  be  not  in  order. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  IRVINf  of  Ohio^  and 
HUNT,  . 
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Mr.  WICKLIFKK  tubmitted the  followinp  amendment} 
<*  Thkt  ftU  the  hnds  to  which  the  Inditui  title  ia  extin> 
ffuishcd,  lying  in  that  part  of  the  SUte  of  kid«n»  vhidh 
»  eant  of  the  Lake  Michigan,  Imrderiny  apon  the  nortbcrn 
line  of  Bwd  State,  and  not  attached  to  any  hntl  distyict, 
ahall  be,  and  ia  hereby^  attached  to  the  Tort  Wayne  dia- 
trict." 

This  amendment,  after  aomc  tUscuinon  between  Metara. 
WICKLIFFE,  IIUNCAN,  JENNINGS,  TEST,  and  VIN- 
TON, waa  agreed  tot  and  the  bill,  aa  amended,  returned 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence  in  the  amendments 

UINISTER  TO  RUSSIA. 

Tlie  House  then  returned  Ibe  cenriderttion  of  the 
general  appropriation  biH^tiie  question  being  on  the 
pnmao  yesterday  subminied  by  lb-.  VtxnvM,  and  which 
waa  accepted  by  Hr.  STAXBanx  aa  a  modification  of  lua 
motion  to  strike  out  the  appnyviation  for  the  wtSuj  of  the 
minister  to  nussia. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  aulunitted  the  ibllowing  amend- 
ment  to  the  amendment  of  Hr.  Pbakos: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  **time,*'  wd  htiert  the 
fbllowing:  [so  that  It  would  read,  Provided  that  the 
time"! 

"  Sriall  be  deducted,  in  computiDg  the  lafary  or  yearly 
compensation  of  any  minister,  uuring  which  he  ahall  have 
abiiented  himself  from  the  country,  by  the  Government  of 
which  he  shall  have  been  received,  for  objects  not  con- 
nected with  the  public  service,  and  in  piuaoanee  of  per- 
ZDtsnoD  so  to  absent  ■umself,  pveB  prerioiia  to  the  com- 
mencement of  his  mis^on^  and  in  anticipatioD  that  such 
absence  would  be  necessary." 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  a  few  wmtls  in  &Tor  of  las 
amandment. 

Mr.  AUCHER,  of  Tirginia,  next  rose.  He  aud  be 
would  make  the  most  substantial  acknowledgment  in  his 
power  for  the  courtesy  extended  .to  him  tiie  preceding 
evening,  by  the  utmost  coiopsieMOn  «f  what  be  had  to  of- 
fer. Hi»  peculiar  ezense  for  offbrag  any  thing  at  this 
stage  of  the  discQssion*  the  House  would  not  forget.  This 
debate  had  the  public  fot  its  mark,  not  the  Honse.  The 
missiles  were  forged  and  imbued  with  their  venom  herci 
but  the  House  waa  only  the  medium  to  scatter  them 
through  the  nation.  The  attack  bad  been  vehement  on 
the  Executive  for  the  supposed  abuse  of  one  of  Us  proper 
functions.  It  was  duetto  justice  that  the  caae  aboald  be 
put  on  fiur  groundsf  aind  if  any  thii^  had  been  onutted, 
or  appeared  to  him  to  have  been  omitted,  in  this  respect, 
Mr.  A.  siud  that  he  felt  (from  his  position  in  tbe  House) 
that  be  was  placed  in  some  degree  of-eonnutment  to  sup- 
ply it  In  his  mode  of  cUachai^ng  this  office,  he  should 
probably  meet  exactly  the  views  of  tbe  party  or  person. 
On  tbe  pretenaiona  of  Mr.  Bandolph,  so  much  (Qscussed, 


lary  to  the  legal  termination  of  the  misnon,  these  could 
not  be  divested  by  our  vote  or  aetion  in  any  form.  True^ 
it  happened  that  in  thia  caae  the  outfit  has  not  been  paid. 
A  contract  to  pay  waa  not  of  the  leas  obUgation.  If  paid, 
it  would  not  be  pretended  that  the  dishursemeitt  could 
have  been  reelaimable,  at  made  witlioat  autbtnity.  thasf 
as  regarded  the  prospective  operation  of  the  motion,  ntf 
form  could  be  given  to  it,  to  cut  off  the  obnoxious  minis- 
ter, which  would  not  at  flie  came  time  cut  -off  the  entire 
mission — a  result  which  no  one  demrd,  every  person  pro- 
fessed  to  deprecate.  The  error  of  gentlemen  was  in  sup* 
posing  fbat  theae  effecu  could  be  separated.  Give  the 
motion  any  modification,  yet  this  purpose,  could  not  be 
accomplished.  We  had  to  appmpriate,  or  refuse,  or  ie> 
dnee,  or  rcf|ulate  the-mode  «id  forms  of  ^sbursement  of 
the  appropriation.  Still  we  could  not  frame  one  grant  m 
any  way,  to  apeak  our  disapprobation  of  the  minister, 
without  operation  on  the  miinon.  Any  denial,  any  re- 
trenchment of  allowances,  must  affect  the  successor; 
(supposing  the  knowledge  of  dissatisiaction  to  induce  a 
new  appointment,)  no  less  than  the  incumbent  These 
gentlemen  were  carried  beyond  the  mark  diey  admitted 
to  be  proper  by  the  motiea.  The  amendments  (in  etthtf 
form)  were  open  to  stronger  objection  and  reprehensionf 
sfill  each  of  those  propoaedn  pr^ortionate  limitation  on 
the  compensation,  in  tne  event  of  absence  of  the  minister 
from  his  post.  This  would  be  planting  in  the  statute  book 
a  stigma  not  confined  to  the  obnoxious  person,  expres' 
sive  of  a  difCrust  of  common  and  decent  fidelity  in  our  di- 
pTomatic  agents  of  every  gmde,  which,  surely,  even  par^ 
excitement  would  ceaae  to  regard  .with  disapproval  and 
rcgPet. 

The  grounds  of  the  motion  were  the  unfitness  of  the 
late  appointment,  and  tbe  pemussion  of  absence  from  his 
post,  ca  which  the  minister  had  availed  himself.  .Were 
theae  grounds  in  any  view  adequate'  Into  tbe  fact  of  un- 
fitness, Mr.  A.  did  not  mean  to  inquire.  Let  it  be  assum- 
ed. Waa  Ka  warrant  for  tbe  motion^  Tbe  gentieman 
from  Rhode  Mand  [Hr.  Bvasaa]  had  put  itto  his  [Hr.  A.'s] 
candor  to  s^  whether  it  had  not  been  usual  to  st^  debate 
of  this  character  in  thia  House.  The  inference  wao,  that 
there  was  nothing  improper  in  stirring  this.  He  [Mr.  A.  ] 
had  natber  mud  nor  supposed  that  there  was.  Undoubt- 
edly it  waa  hath  competent  and  proper,  in  this  House,  to 
have  inquiry,  or  raise  debate,  on  any  or  every  aubject 
connected  with  national  interest  Wherever  it  was  com- 
petent to  make  inquiriea  and  debate,  opiiuon,  fonnal  as 
well  as  infbrmd,  mght  be  expressed.  But  it  did  not  fol- 
low tiiat  there  might  be  action,  and  in  any  form,  at  plea- 
sure, ensuring  tiii»Ofunion.  The  propriety  of  entertain- 
ment of  a  motion,  or  of  debate  on  it,  was  a  very  ditTerent 
question  from  that  of  its  adoption.  If  it  were  oomceived 
tW  a  disregard  of  public  interesthad  been  evineed,  other 
h«  should  not  add  a  word,  nor  *  irwd  of  extenuation  of  tin  the  appointment  of  the  ndnister  to  Buada,  or  in  Us 


tlie  appointment.  His  abject  would  be  to  prove  that, 
whatever  tlie  defect  c^.the  one,  or  demerit  of  the  other, 
tlie  motion,  in  any  of  its  forms,  ought  not  to  be  sustained. 
Least  of  all,  Mr.  A.  said,  had  he  any  design  to  mix  in  this 
conflict  of  asperity,  which  had  made  so  Urge  a  part  of  the 
debate.  He  should  be  restrained  by  taste  as  well  for- 
mer professions,  from  doing  so.  A  large  toleration  was 
due  to  the  exacerbations  of  party,  and  even  peraonal  con- 
tention in  this  Houset  but  it  appeared  to,  him  [Mr.  A.] 
that  there  were  extreme^  vhieh  the  credit  of  party  re- 
quired dieuld  be  repressed.  Wliethcr  an  example  had- 
been  afforded  In  the  present  instance,  be  shwjld  leave  to 
others  to  pronounce,  under  his  pledge  to  abstwu  from  all 
participation  of  asperity. 

The  ori^nal  motion  proposed  witiiholding  the  entire 
appropriaiion  for  the  mwsion  to  Buasia,  as  even  expres- 
sive of  dissatisfaction  with  the  recent  appointnient  of  a 
miniiter.  But  the  minister  havmreeeeptrd  and  gone  out 
under  hia  appointment,  entitled  by  law  to  outfit,  and  aa- , 


conduct  in  bfa  misiBOn,  nothmg  could  be  more  unqoea- 
tionably  proper  titan  the  expression  of  this  sentiment  in 
any  mode  whit^  tbe  forms  of  the  House  would  admit.  If 
the  proposition  were  to  go  further  than  tbe  expreason  d 
opinion,  ether  questions  roust  be  presented,  respecting 
the  competence  of  action,  tbe  propriety,  supposing  it 
competent,  altd  the  force  of  it,  supponng  it  proper.  It 
would  not  be  contertcd  that  the  selection  of  diplomatic 
functionaries,  bcbmging  to  the  office  of  the  Executivtv 
wonkl  not  be  competent  or  proper  to  intrude  on  this 
function.  If,  in  any  inatanccy  the  House  should  use  tbe 
instrumentality  of  one  of  it»  proper  functions  far  .such  » 
purpose,  this  wotild  be  an  abuse.  This  proposition  would 
not  be  contested.  Suppose,  then,  the  adoption  of  tbe 
present  resolution  was  to  have  Uie.  desired  effect  of  pre- 
dncing  the  superceaaioB  of  Mr.  Handcdpb,  woiddtiiis  be  a 
legitimate  exercise  of  our  authority  over  appropriation ^ 
If  It  would,  upon  tbe  beat  founded  mwida  of  disapproval^ 
we  might  ftrce  (he  ^SmisKon  of  thia  mi'Hster.  What 
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was  to  obstruct  the  employment  of  the  sunr  meaat  for 
mccompliahiD?  the  nine  purpose  in  every  case  of  dtrern- 
tr  of  opinion  mtro  the  Bxecutire?  And,  if  4iis  might  be 
done,  what  became  of  4te  substantial  and  r^,  thoujfh  not 
namiiul,  office,  *'  appointing  ambaiaadon,  other  pub- 
Kei^td^en^  andeomabf"  WoalditbdongtotheBxe- 
ootira*  to  «4iich  it  had  been  confided  bjr  the  oimttitntion 
exmcnty,  or  to  the  House,  fton  which  h  had  been  withheld  > 
The  question  on  this  part  of  the  subject  went  beyond 
the  p<nnt  of  the  House,  netting  an  in^reet  control  over 
the  appointment  of  minsters.  It  might  be'  pushed  to  the 
point,  whither  the  control  mialit  be  exerted  even  orer 
the  nusncMM  themaehres.  It  nnght  be  sud  that  the  right, 
on  the  part  of  tiie  Ezecuttve  and  Senate,  to  depute  di- 
plomatic agents,  gave  an  exchisrre  ^seretion  as  regarded 
the  whole  subject  of  the  fitoeas  of  misHcrns,  as  well  as 
ministen^  and  that  the  House  was  boand  to  give  effect  to 
this  discretion  when  the  exercise  of  its  power  of  appro- 
priation was  demanded  for  the  purpose.  Without  in- 
teodtng,  Hr.  A.  said,  to  intimate  any  concuirence  of  his 
own  opinion  with  this  doctrine,  he  must  bo  permitted  to 
obaerr^  that  it  stood  on  stnmgw  ground  m  tUi  tiutn  the 
rehted  case  of  treaties,  in  which  it  had  been  the  subject 
of  so  much  debate  at  different  times.  It  had  been  n^ 
by  a  very  large  class  of  our  politicians,  that  as  the  treaty- 
making  power  rested  with  the  Executive  and  Senate,  the 
obligation  to  give  effect  to  the  clearly  expressed  admitted 
functions  of  Uie  other  departmenta  forbade  the  denial  of 
appropriationr  for  the  execution  of  treaty  stipulations. 
On  thfrother  hand,  the  subjects  <m  whidi  the  proviraHis 
of  txenties  could  be  made  to  apvtHe,  beloofpng,  in  nearij 
tho  whole  mass  of  caie^  to  the  craoummt  junsdicticm  w 
Congress  generally,  with  the  trea^-makniK  power,  it 
might  with  reason  be  contended  tlut  the  £sCTetion  of 
CongresS)  though  controlled,  was  not  extinguished  by  the 
exercise  of  the  correlative  authority  by  the  President  and 
Senate.  Bnt,  in  the  present  case,  of  the  power  of  the 
Executive  and  Senate  to  send  misnons,  there  was  no  pre- 
tence of  a  concurrence  of  jurisdiction,  from  which  the  in- 
ftMDoe  of  a  right  to  caurdse  a  check  on  lUs  fiuKtion  eoidd 
be  asnmed.  The  case,  therefine*  Kr.  A.  repeated,  was 
•tronnr  in  fcvor  of  the  doctrine  that  the  House  was  ex- 
daded  from  dtsiMtion  as  Mgirdad  the  dei^  of  appro- 
priations in  this  case  of  misKons,  than  in  the  case  of  trea- 
ties. He  did  not  mean  to  profess  fus  concurrence  witii 
the  doctrine  in  rither  case.  He  bettevedr  however,  that, 
in  either  ease,  tho  abuaa  of  diMretioa  en  the  part  of  the 
Executive  and  Senate  Aould  be  extreme,  to  authorise 
the  interposal  of  our  restnudng  and  protective  jurisdic- 
tion. That  we  were  competent  to  the  exertion  of  soeh 
an  office,  be  did  not  ^Mibt.  But  that  its  proper  and  le- 
gitimate character  was  protective  only,  and  that  any  ex- 
tensiott  beyond  this  chaneter  would  be  an  abuse,  wss  as 
little  to  be  doubted.  The  protective  antbority,  too,  was 
over  the  nnsBon.  It  could  not  be  l^^timately  pushed  to 
*-aarveillanee  on  die  President  and  Berate,  asr^sfded 
Aw  fitness  of  tfadr  selections}  imlass,' indeed,  theabnae 
of  their  discretion,  in  thb  respect,  was  so  flagrant  or  con- 
tnnied  as  to  bring  the  case  witl^-  the  operation  of  the 
|nind[de  stated,  and  to  justify  the  putting  down  the  mis- 
sion iladf,  as  rendered  mischievous  or  abortive.  Then 
the  rightAd  control  over  the  auasioa — over  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  relations  in  which  the  appcrintment  of  the 
nnnister  was  ftiunded,  mieht  produce  ne  annulment  of 
the  appmatmeat  inddentaUy,  whiofa*  as  a  purpeae  soogfat 
dnwtly  and  mdcpendently,  wwiU  eertaiiuy  be  awum^ 
rised.  Whilst,  taen,  the  House  woidd  not  be  justified  in 
defying  or  Kidting'^e  appropriation  in  this  case,  for  the 
mere  pnrpoae  of  getting  at  the  dismisBon  of  Hr.  Ran- 
dolph, if  It  thought  that  his  appwitfment  was  of  such  a 
ehsncteras  to  frustrate  all  benendal  pnrpoae  in  keepii^ 
open  cfiplomatie  rclatitma  with  Rosua,  nndot^tedly  da^ 
would  require,  as  well  as  right -permity  that  the  motioa  in 
Tel.  Vn.— 43 


its  strongest  f(ain  should  be  acceded  to.  The  appropria> 
tion,  however,  could  only  be  denied  under  this  extent  of 
resnonaibilityf  for  the  Executive  could  not  be  bound  to 
unoerstand,  in  the  refiisal  of  an  appropriation,  that  no- 
thing more  was  invdved  than  objection  to  a  particular 
idnifter,  and  a  des^  togctrid  of  Umi,  nottlie  anertkn  (tf 
»ny  prinraple  of  policy)  nor  would  there  be  mof  eoHi- 
tutional  oUigition  to  reject  this  objtetioiv  if  it  were  un* 
derstood. 

So  much  fbr  the  ground  of  tiie  motion  resting  on  the 
unfitness  of  the  appinntment  of  Mr.  Bandolph.  This  had 
been  the  main  graimd— the  topic  most  insisted  on  in  the 
eariy  stage  of  l£e  debate.  The  gentleman  from  Rhode 
bland,  however,  ^iha  figured  so  conspicuously  in  the  dis- 
cusaon,  [Mr.  Bvnaxs,!  <m  the  but  dqr  he  had  addressed 
the  House,  had  intrcMuiMd  another  topie,  wbat^  mueh 
enlarged  the  scope  of  his  attack.  He  now  rested  princi- 
pally on  a  doctrine  which  might  be  regarded  as  extraot^< 
nary  even  for  this  anomalous  debate.  He  inssted  that 
the  motion  ought  to  be  sustained,  on  account  of  the  mis- 
sion bong  an  illegal  one;  allenng,  very  truly,  that  we 
were  not  bound  to  apprcoriate  tor  an  illegal  ndssion.  lie 
first  impression  pro«ioedb^  thisauggestioo,  Mr.  A.  wtaA, 
wai^  that  as  it  could  not  be  mtende^  so  K  ougfatnot  to  be 
treated  serionsly.  The  fkct  must  not  be  allowed  to  escape 
from  memoty,  however,  that  thia  discusnon  was  pecuhar 
and  out  of  rule  in  its  policy  as  well  as  condaet.  Tlunga 
must  be  in  it,  which  in  a  commcm  debate  ought  be  passed 
by.  The  adroitoanaod  andiq>ated  talents  of  the  honors 
ablegenUemut  from  Rhode  bdand  imght  give  a  color  to 
Us  ■tnwge  prepoMtiim,  rendsrhtf  it  specums  to  perioBt 
Dotfium&Fwifhthi»cIaiBof  sidneots. 

The  gentiemalt  had  professed  his  ability  to  snatui  it  by 
authorities  of  public  law.  He  had  said  hie  had  them  with 
bim  in  the  House.  His  exhausti<m  from  bad  health  had 
not,  however,  permitted  him  to  read,  or  even  to  refer  to 
them  by  titles.  Those  who  followed  in  the  debate  mast, 
therefore,  be  exposed  to  some  diScuUy  m  encountering 
the  allegation.  The  general  proportion  frem  wtuifih  the 
gentleman  started,  ma  too  eleraentaiy  to  reqmre  coaib- 
nation  from  anthoriw.  He  stated  truly  that  legations  of 
embassy  of  every,  cuss  being  institoticms  of  the  law  of 
n^ons,  must  conform  in  thdr  modes  and  conduct  to  tb* 
requirements  <^  this  kw  to  be  valid,  so  as  to  draw  after 
them  the  immunities  which  it  attached.  No  propoaitioa 
could  be  leaS'C<mtestable.  The  room  fiw  ka  i^pfieation, 
not  its  cerrectnew,  constituted  the  difleohy.  It  was  ad- 
netted  freely,  that  tiie  mismm  in  this  initence  mast  be 
consoBant  in  its  character  and  fiirm  with  the  retpudtioim 
of  public  law,  to  be  valid)  and  that,  if  not  valid,  weatood 
dispensed  from  any  obligation  to  make  prorisioa  far  it. 
In  what  respect,  then,  was  it  van  ting  in  this  confom^^ 
The  nomination  bad  been  made  and  confirmed  in  punu. 
ance  of  tiie  usual  forma.  T^  much  waa  not  disputed. 
The  i^ipointiDent  was  alleged,  however,  to  have  been  ac< 
companied  witii  a  condition,  Whidh  operated  as  a  claoae 
<ji  dcfoasane^  vacating  the  misfion  by  incongruity.  And 
what  was tida?  U  waslouodinthe  permisaum  wished 
been  granted  to  Ux.  IUad(4ph  to  absent  hhoMlf  from  St. 
Petersburg. 

New,  it  must  be  observed,  that  though  it  had  been  true 
that  Mr.  Bandolph  had  been  guil^  of  irrqnilari^  of  con- 
duct to  the  full  extent  dwrged  q,'t  him,  stul,  on  the  prin- 
ciple assumed^  the  proposition  would  not  bo  sustuned 
tiiat  the  nisiiQo  stood  vacated.  It  waithe  irr^pilazi^  of 
the  pemusrion  wUeh  was  fru^t  iritfa  tiUsefiect,  and  Ae 
effect  must  attach  if  the  prindple  wwe  well  founded, 
though  no  practical  irr^Wi^  had  followed.  It  would 
not  be  suffiaent  that  Mr.  Randolph,  had  really  established 
hisdoBudleinEt^^and,  not  Russia,  if  this  had  been  dnie 
in  abuse,  and  not  m  pursuance,  of  bis  permimon.  This 
would  OMutitute  a  case  demanding  a  reoall  on  the  termi- 
natlon  of  hSm  miwi  nw»  hut  apt  oyyiating  its  dehasanon,  ak 
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tnUht  or  from  the  dme  of  the  grant  of  the  unUirAit  itnd 
uinuUing^  condition,  which  was  the  prinaple  contended 
So*.  It  WM  from  the  extent  of  the  ^rauMion,  then^  that 
tiie  meaMin  of  l^alitT  of  the  miMion  vaa  to  be  taken- 
When  were  we  to  look  fan  thii  extent?  The  exdofive 
•ouzceof  oar  knowledge  on  tlua  nibjeot,  as  regarded  the 
•XMtenoe  aa  well  as  extent  of  the  pennisMon,  was  in  the 
menage  of  the  Prendent,  disclosng-  it  What  did  this 
say?  That  the  Prendent  regretted  to  inform  the  House 
that  our  mhiister  lately  commianoned.  Sec.  had  "been 
ewopelled,  bjr  extreme  indispomtion^  to  exercise  a  privi- 
lege wbieb,  m  conuderation  of  the  extent  to  which  his 
eonstitbtion  had  been  infiaired  in  the  public  service,  was 
oomnutted  to  his  tUaoretton — <^  leavin^f,  temporarily,  his 
post  for  the  advantage  of  a  more  &;enial-  climate."  The 
assertion  of  the  avoidance  of  the  legality  of  the  missitm 
by  this  privilege  could  only  be  xtmae  in  the  view  of  its 
authorizing- the rettdence  of  Hr.  Randolph  elsewherethan 
in  Busaia..  We  knew  the  extent  of  the  concesnon,  only 
from  the  menage,  and  from  this  we  learned  that  the  allow- 
ance of  absence  was  contingent  onlyi  and  to  be  confined 
by  the  duration  of  tike  cxigeDOT,  in  wlueh  the  resort  to  it 
had  beeta  Mttborized.  How  different  ftmn  tiie  assump- 
tion wMeh  the  argoment  fat  the  invalidi^  of  tiie  appomt- 
ment  required. 

This  argument  was  as  little  founded  in  principle,  as  in 
the  application  wtiich  had  been  attempted  of  it  The 
real  prmuple  on  the  sat^eet  was,  6iat  a  minister  once  re- 
ceivec^  the  r^ularity  of  bis  rendenee  at  the  court  to 
wliicb  he  was  deputed  was  a  questioa  for  his  own  Go> 
verament  If  an  irregular  resioenee  should  be  regarded 
by  the  Qovemment  reoeinng  Um  fai  tiie  %bt  of  disre- 
spect, it  would  be  a  Uar  subject  of  r^resentatien  in  that 
view  to  his  own  Government,  and  tiut  was  the  wtwrt  result 
with  which  it  could  be  attended.  - 

If  an  irregular  res'dence  was  attended  with  the  effects 
whidi  had  Men  aaeribed  to  it,  in  this  instance,  what  be- 
caoM  of  dM  eaae,  not  id  uafrei)nant  oeciarence,  of  reii. 
dent  mbustera  sent  on  another  serrice  oHndeftnite  duration? 
Hus  bad  frtqaen^  occurred  with  our  own  ministers. 
IMd  thejr  lose  thrir  easte,  suffer  irapurment  of  th^ 
immunities  or  require  new  credentials  or  reception  on 
Uirir  return?  What,  in  the  same  view,  became  of  the 
cases  in  which  the  same  minister  might  be  accreted  to 
more  courts  than  one  at  the  sune  time?  There  was  no- 
ttung  in  principle  to  forbid  tiiis,  and  there  might  be  a  great 
dealofincMiveniancetodeittandit  If  one  lunister  would 
1m  snffiueiit  for  our  oecarions  with  all  Europe,  why 
ahoaU  we  have  more?  Yet,  irregular  residence  would 
beunavoidBblei  where  several  small  courts  were  contigu- 
ous, an  annngement  of  thia  kind  might  be  of  the  hi^cst 
convenience.  Suppose  our  own  confederacy  diajcHned, 
mutt  ffveign  Govemmenta  be  compelled  to  support  a 
diplomatic  agent  at  each,  or  to  have  no  diplomatic  rela- 
tions with  those  at  which  no  agent  was  mMntthied?  Or, 
ji^g^  die  arrangement  be  resisted  to,  which  was  now 
gonetimns  empk^ed  fop  eonsuls^  of  employing*,  if  need 
bcitbe  same  for  more  states  than  one?  Convenience 
uaoa^  demanded  constant  residence  near  the  seat  of 
Government  of  the  Power  to  which  the  minister  was  ac- 
oreditedi  and  absence  from  the  country,  uiilen  on  special 
occasions,  or  for  brief  periods,  would  of  course  be  uuuid 
IS  subverwtn  of  the  pui|K>9es  of  the  n^ssion.  But  there 
Vaa  no  rigorous  prmdple  in  this  respect:  conveiuence 
KDvemed  uaan.  In  our  own  country,  it  had  been  a  good 
deal  the  prai^ioe  of  tiie  foreign  miidsters,  and  was  at  this 
time,  to  rende  dsewhere  than  at  WaslungUm.  There 
had  been  instances  in  which,  if  he  [Hr.  A.]  was  not  mis- 
taken, the  visit  bad  not  been  paid  to  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment for  years,  or,  in  «iy  event,  had  been  paid  very  nre- 
ig.  Yet  this  practice  fumisbed  no  occaidonof  discontent. 
It  would  be  ^sueed,  undoidrtedtjr,  if  K  did.  -  If  Mr.  Ran- 
ddph  wm  to  fix  his  realtenoe  at  Momnr,  fw  wotrfd  Ml 


within  the  principle  of  this  usi^t  yet  he  would  be  situat- 
ed more  inconveniently  than  at  London,  where  he  now 
was,  for  the  purposes  of  his  misnon. 

PermisKons  of  the  character  of  4iat  nanted  to  Mr. 
Randolph,  and  absences  ^under  Umu,  of  longer  duration 
than  bis  had  been,  were  in  the  most  ordinaiy  course  of  die 
plonatic  transactions.  The  occauons  were  various — for 
attention  to  perscmal  affairs,  for  health,  for  recreation. 
Leave  was  not  necessarily,  requirite,  so  much  was  this 
mode  of  proceeding  in  the  common  course.  Mr.  Adams, 
the  elder,  and  Hr.  Jefferson,  when  our  nuniBters  at  the 
courts  of  8t  Janws'aandVenullei^  passed  ud  repassed, 
as  occaMon  demanded,  at  will,  between  London,  Pari% 
and  the  Hague?  Mr.  Jefferson  made  two  exeurvona  or 
recreation,  or  rather  of  instruction,  (for  with  him  time 
was  in  no  way  allowed  to  pass  unprofitabiy,)  Uie  one  into 
Gennanyi  the  other,  as  well  as  he  [Hr.  A.1  recollected, 
into  Italy.  No  leave  appears  to  have  been  deemed  requi- 
Tatty  as  the  absences  were  short  If  Mr.  Randolph,  find- 
ing himself  so  much  out  of  health  as  to  demand  a  change 
of  climate,  had  absented  himself  without  leave,  no 
mor  would  probably  have  foBowed.  It  was  the  leave 
obtained  in  antidpation  of  the  oaaual^,  whidi  was  made 
the  oceanon  of  clunv.  Yet  a  precedent  equally  in  poin^ 
of  which  the  gentleman  ftom  Rhode  bland  did  not  ^ 
pear  to  be  aware,  was  fumiriied,  at  a  period  to  which  the 
gentletoan  would  not  be  prone  to  state  exception.  In  the 
adnunistration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  when  the  Demrtment  of 
State  was  in  the  charge  of  Mr.  Adams,  Hr.  Forq^  re> 
ceived,  cotemporaoeouudy  with  his  appointment,  ami  car- 
ried out  with  niii^  a  pem^ssion  to  return  home,  immei& 
ately  on  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  trra^ 
which  had  just  been  ngned,  and  the  ratifications  of 
which  were  expected  to  have  bera  exchanged  imme- 
diately. Owing  to  delay  in  this  event,  Mr.  Fc»^th  was 
prevented  from  availing  himself  of  the  petmisrion  as  early 
as  he  h^ designed.  But bedid  avail  hunself  ti£  it,  by  re- 
tunung  to  tills  country  for  hU  fonily,  where  he  rennined 
six  months.  Who  bad  thoagM  of  mkinjf  this  natter 
imputation,  or  tiiat  the  salary  of  Hr.  Fmnrth  <M^t  to 
have  been  curtailed  on  tbis  account?  In  the  admiiustrfr 
tion  of  Mr.  Adam^  one  of  eur  diplomatic  fonctionariea 
remained  at  home  aeveral  months,  not  len  than  mx,  after 
the  acceptance  of  his  appointment  waiting  a  return  of  a 
season  of  health  in  the  country  of  his  destination.  The 
salary  was  received  from  the  time  of  lus  acceptance,  yet 
no  clamor  was  awakened,  na  ve  have  heard  in  the  case  of 
Hr.  Randolph. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  [1^.  Bvnexs,}  by 
way  of  fortifying  his  propontion,  that  Mr.  Randolph's  ap- 
pointment had  become  invalid,  insisted  that  he  was  divest- 
ed of  his  diplomatic  privileges  in  his  present  stuation. 
These  privilege^  he  [Hr^  B.  ]  maintuned,  could  attach  «>• 
where  but  in  tiie  country  'to  which  the  minisCer  was  sent 
The  proposition,  if  just,  was  not  material  in  the  discus- 
rion.  But  it  was  not  jiist  Mr.  Randi>l|ih  did  not  stand 
divested  of  his  pririleges.  These  privdegea  ^  not 
attach  only  in  tiie  country  to  which  lie  was  wexA.  ytr. 
Randolph  possessed  in  his  present  sojournment  the  per- 
sonal invioiabili^  on  which  the  gentleman  had  dilated  so 
much.  A  nunister  fiirniahing  evidence,  by  pasiport  either 
by  surety,  &c.  of  hia  public  character,  not  by  courtesy 
merely,  but  the  univeraal  UM^  whidl  made  the  law  tsd 
nati<MiB,  had  extended  to  turn,  in  countiiea  in  whidi  h* 
made  transient  sojournment,  the  same  assurance  of  per- 
sonal inviolability,  that  he  wmild  be  entitled  to  rigOTousl^, 
in  tile  country  to  which  he  was  aocredited.  He  had  more 
than  this  by  the  modem  us^es.  He  would  be  exunpted 
from  the  operation  of  qovantine  or  blooka^  And  he 
[Hr.  A.l  would  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  effects  <iS  Hr. 
Rsndolpb  in  altering  England  (as  they  would  in  depart, 
ing)  had  been  exempt  from  all  searob  or  dnt^.  If  (q>kK 
matie  nnmiaitlM  vere  only  of  fotM  in  the  country  te 
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vUob  the  funetiomrr  wwb  BccrecUted,  iriwre  would  be 
tiie  mfety  for  ininuten  in  the  transt  to  and  from  the 
place*  of  tiieir  dcttinationf  And,  if  this  aecuntr  were 
wanting,  how  coald  intercoune  and  rdationf  of  diplamaey 
aubnst  with  intcoioi'  national  that  ia  tp  my,  such  as,  not 
being  acoemble  by  sea,  could  only-be  reached  through 
the  territonea  of  others.^  It  was  in  earlr  and  barbarous 
times  only,  that  the  principle  hy  which  the  secuiitjr  was 
ffuaraotinl  had  not  bcea  Mcwpsed.  It  wu  not  trae,  as 
&e  ventlemaA  fWm  Bhode  Mand  had  supposed,  that  the 
muraer  of  the  French  envoys,  in  the  time  of  the  Emperor 
Charles  V,  supposed  to  be  by  his  instigation,  was  not 
rcRiinled  as  a  breach  of  the  law  of  nations.  Vattel  calls  it 
expressly  am  atrodous  violation.  Nor  is  it  atiy  evidence 
to  the  contrary,  that,  owing  to  the  diqointed  condition  of 
the  times,  and  the  ascendant  influence  of  Charles,  the  in- 
dignation of  Europe  was  only  partially  expressed.  This 
view  of  tite  sabject  Mr.  A.  repcMed*  howerer,  had  no 
mterial  rektion  to  the  tubject  He  ihoold,  thereAte, 
pan  it  by,  with  some  otiier  remarks  of  ttie  gentlenMD 
whidi  he  hod  noted  fbr  obserratiani 

On  review  of  the  gnnlnds  assi^ed  for  the  motion,  they 
had  appeared  in  every  respect  inadequate,  even  if  they 
had  been  sustainable  in  fcct.  Had  the  sph^t  of  party 
minted,  then,  in  this  proceeding?'  This  spirit  was  prone 
to  run  into  excess,  when  not  kept  in  restraint  by  the  con- 
trolling influence  of  publie  oiumon*  to  wludi  appeal  vis 
made  in  the  present  instance*  To  the  result  of  that  ap- 
peal, he  was  willi^,  Mr.  A.  said,  to  submit  the  dedsion 
on  the  motiont  not  doubting  that,  as  it  would  meet  rejec 
tion  in  the  House,  it  was  equally  destined  to  encounter 
the  sentence  yet  more  severe,  and  to  which  we  were  dispos* 
ed  to  pay  bmier  respect — the  censure  of  our  constituents. 

Mr.  TUCKER  then,  afterafewrentarkaagainstspend- 
inr  further  time  ontUa-subjeetf  to  the  injury  of  the  other 
pubUe  bddncM,  moved  tiie  previous  qneitioa* 
-  The  motion  bungsecondod,  ZStoSS- 
lfr.  CONNER  moved  a  call  <^  the  Rouse,  but  tht  mo- 
tion was  negatived. 

Hie  question  was  then  put  on  the  previous  question, 
viz.  '<  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?"  and  was  de- 
dded  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

TEAS. — ^Measn.  Alexnider,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arm- 
strong, Barringer,  Baylor,  Jas.  Blair,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borst, 
BouloUn,  Brocfliead, '  Brown,  Buchanan,  Chandler,  Clai- 
borne, Clay,  Coleman,  Conner,  Crtig',  CrawAvd,  Croehe- 
ron,  Daniel,  Davenport,  W.  R.  Davis,  Debetry,  Denny, 
Desha,  De  Witt,  Dorsey,  Draper,  Dunoan,  Dwif^t, 
Earll,  Joshua  Evans,  Findlay,  Ford,  Fry,  Gilnore,  Gor- 
don, Green,  Hal^  Halsey,  Hammons,  Harvey,  Hemphill, 
Hinds,  Holhind,  Hoffman,  Howard,  Hubbard,  IhHe, 
Willtam  V.  frvin,  Richard  H.  Johnson,  Cave  Jtrtmson, 
Kennon,  Perkins  King,  Adam  iQng,  Lamift',  Lecompte, 
Lent,  Lewis,  Lt^ll,  Lumpkin,  I^on,  Abgee,  Marr, 
Martin,  T.  Maxwell,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McCreery,  McCoy, 
Mclntire,  Mitchell,  Monell,  Overton,  Fatten,  Pettis, 
Folk,  Fottor,  Ramsey,  Reneher,  Roane,  Russrl,  Ssn- 
ford,  Scott,  Wm.  B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Sill,  Sm^th,  Speight,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Itichard  Spen- 
cer, Sprigg,  Standefer,  Stephens,  Sutherland,  Wiley 
Thompson,  John  Thomson,  Tresvant,  Tucker,  Vamum, 
Yerpfauick,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Campbell  P.  White,  Wicfc- 
lifFe,  Wilde,  Wilson,  Yancey.— 112. 

NAYS.— Mesan.  Angel,  Archer,  Arnold,  Bailev,  Bam- 
well,  Bates,  Beekman,  Bell,  Cahoon,  Cambrcleng, 
Cunpbell,  ChiMs,  Chilton,  Clark,  Con^ct,  Cooper, 
Coulter,  Cowles,  Crane,  Crockett,  Creighton,  Crownin- 
shiekl,  Drayton,  Eager,  Ellsworth,  Geo.  Evans,  Horace 
Everett,  Finch,  Foster,  ^wnnell,  Ourley,  Hawkins,  Hod- 
ges, Ht^ea^Hnnt,  Uontbigton^IngerscMl,  Thomas  bwin, 
Jarn%  Johns,  Kaidafl,  tGnesid,  Lea»  htmio,  Letdier, 
Hirtindide,  Mercer,  UiUer,  Mtdilenbcrff,  Pearee,  per- 
son. Reed,  Rose,  Smmqc:^  Stttbei^,  Stciigere,  H.  B. 


Starrs,  W.  L.  Storr^  Btroog,  Swann,  Swift,  Taylor, 
Test,  Vance,  Vinton,  WariiinVton,  Whittlesey,  Edward 
D.  White,  Wilfiams,  Young^O. 

The  mun  question  (on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill) 
«as  accordingly  put,  uid  carried  without  a  division,  and 
the  bill  was  £en,  on  motion  of  Mr.  VEHPLANCK,  read  a 
tliird  time. 

Mr.  CONNER  called  for  the  yeas  and  n«rs  on  the  paa* 
sage  of  the  bill,  ftnd  th^  WCK  ordered  by  ntc  House. 

Mr.  WICKLIFPE  nwved  »  call  of  the  House.  Tho 
motion  Wasnnatned. 

Mr.  CHILTON  rose  to  remark  tiiatthe  bill  contained  a 
feature  exceptionable  in  the  extreme.  He  woidd,  how* 
cver^  vote  for  the  bilit  and  he  presumed  ether  gentle- 
men  would  do  tiie  same,  as  it  was  the  general  appropri- 
ation bill. 

Mr.  BATES,  after  a  few  remarki^  moved  the  recom* 
mitment  of  the  UU  to  the  Ccumittce  of  ays  and  Mcnn^ 
mth  faistructiona  to  strike  out  the  word  BuiHfc  from  the 
349th  tme  of  the  bill,  and  to  provide,  at  the  end  of  tho . 
par^n^h,  for  the  sahry  a  mimfter  to  Russia.  On  thit 
motion  Mr.  B.  demanded  the  yeas  and  nay%  and  tiiey 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  8TERIGBRB  demanded  the  previous  question  i 
and  the  demand  was  sQstuned  by  the  House. 

Mr.  BATES  then  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  fbr  the  mun  qoeitioai  but  the  Humt  refiised  to 
order  them. 

The  House  having  detem^ned  that  the  main  question 
should  now  be  put. 

The  question  was  finally  taken  on  the  passage  of  tiw 
bin,  and  dedded  in  the  afllrmatiT^  by  yenf  and  wya— 
yeas  115f  nays  3. 
So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate* 

INSOLVENT  DEBTORS. 
It  Was  now  half  past  four  o'clock,  and  tiie  Bouie  WW 
about  to  adioumt  when 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose,  and  stud  that  he  was  about  to 
ask  a  faror  of  the  House,  which  woukt  probably  be  the 
last  he  should  ever  ask  of  it.  It  was  to  indulge  him  so 
much  as  to  go  into  Comnuttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  and  to  take  up  the  bill  Tor  the  relief  of  eer- 
tui)  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States.  He  had  had 
the  bill  in  charge  for  two  years,  and  during  all_  that  time 
the  partiea  interested  had,  with  excited  feelings,  been 
looking  for  its  passage.  After  a  few  other  remarks,  in 
which  Mr.  B.  made  a  feeling  appeal  to  the  House,  in 
favor  of  taking  up  the  bill. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  t)wisBT  in  the  chair,  and  took  up  the  bilL 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  submitted  an  additional  section,  ap> 
propriating  five  thousand  dollars  to  canr  the  prorinons 
of  die  bill  into  eflectt  which  was  avreed  to.    The  com- 
mittee then  rose,  and  reported  ^  bill  wi  amended;  and 
The  House  af^ourned. 

TaimaDiT,  Px8mv.uT  10. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL,  from  the  Conmrfttee  on  Internal  Im- 
provement^ to  which  was  referred  so  mudi  of  the  me** 
aageofthe  Prerident  of  the  United  States  at  the  com- 
menceinent  of  the  present  session  as  relatea  to  thatsubjeet, 
made  a  report  thereon,  and  moved  tiiat  it  be  committed 
ami  printed.    [See  Appendix-] 

The  report  embraced  a  full  re|dy  to  the  opinions  sa- 
nounced  m  the  Executive  meaasire  on  the  subject  of  intei^ 
nal  improvement  and  oondoded  with  the  ftllowln|f  res»> 
tutioe: 

Benkedt  That  tt  is  expedient  that  the  Genenl  Gof«ii»> 
meut  should  continue  to  pwwecute  iatemal  iaprovementt^ 
hgr  dlreet  appropriationt  of  money,  or  hy  subseriptionB  for 
stock  in  cei^aidH  IneotpornUd  m  the  re^eetivc  SUtsi* 
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H.  or  R.]       Baiiimore  and  fVaaMngton  BaUrvad.—BxtenMim  of  a  Pattttt—Stuan  Decatur  et  at.  [Fxb.  11,  1631. 


Hr.  HATNES  cilled  for  the  reading  of  the  report  The 
Cleric  haTingprogreieed  at  tome  length, 

Mr.  CHILTON  iDored  to  MUpend  the  further  reading:, 
and  that  the  report  lie  on  tiie  taole^  and  be  printed. 

After  a  few  Temarks  between  Uem*.  WICiOilFFE, 
CHILTON,  and  the  CHAIR,  aa  to  a  pmot  of  order, 

The  Clei^  reramed  the  riding  of  the  reporti  when* 

Mr.  HcDUFFIB  moTcdtoniapend  the  further  readinf^. 

[Here  aroae  a  diacus^on  between  Mr.  McDUFFIE,  the 
CHAIR,  and  Meam.  MESCER.  SUTHEHLANS,  and 
WICKLIFFE,  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  motion  Mr. 
HcI>oiTiR.  It  was  inristcd,  on  the  one  side,  that  when  a 
motion  or  resolution  -waa  being  read  the  first  time,  it  was 
not  in  Older  for  a  member  to  more  to  suspend  the  readinff. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  waa  asserted  ttut,  by  a  rule  of  the 
House,  "  when,  tlie  reading  of  a  paper"  was  "  called  for, 
and  the  same  objected  to  by  any  member,  it  should  be 
determined  by  a  vote  of  the  House.**  Former  deciMons 
in  the  case  were  also  referred  to;  and  the  deunon  of  the 
Chur,  that  the  notion  was  not  in  order,  waa  appealed 
from.  Vbf.  Mabtiii  waa  temporarily  in  the  chair  to^lnr. 
To  Bare  time,  Mr.  HATNE8  withdrew  bis  notion  tor  the 
reading.] 

Hie  report  was  then  ordered  to  be  committed,  and  the 
usual  number  of  copies  Erected  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  VANCE  moved  fer  tbe  printing  ofwt  thousand  ad- 
ditional copieai  whidi  motion,  hf  a  nue  of  the  Hoos^  laid 
over  till  the  next  day. 

BALTIMORE  AND  WASHINGTON  RAILROAD. 

TUs  bein^  the  day  set  apart  for  INatriot  business^  Mr. 
DODDRIDGE  moved  that  the  Hoose  take  up  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  extension,  constmetion,  and  use  of  a  lateral 
branch  of  the  Baltimore  and  OUo  ndhoad,  into  and  with- 
in the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  DORSEY  stated  that>  portion  of  the  delegation  of 
Maryland  was  placed  in  an  embarrassiDg  predicament  on 
this  bilL  They  did  not  wish  to  do  any  tbii^  which  mnjbt 
endanger  die  hill{  but  the  Lef^ture  of  Maryland  Dad 
now  before  It  a  nrc^ontion  to  construct  a  railroad  from 
Baltimore  to  Waukinstoo,  by  the  State  fundsiandlt  would 
seem  respectful  for  uie  members  from  Maryland  to  wut 
the  action  of  the  State  Legislature  on  thesuhject.  Apor- 
ttoa  of  the  delegation  bad  therefore  confened  together. 
Mid  agreed  to  more  a  poiQionemcnt  of  the  Inll  m  a  few 
days. 

Mr.  HOWARD  (mpoaedthe  motion  very  earnestly,  and 
stated  Ae  nature  of  the  hiH  which  was' now  before  the  Le- 
palature  of  Manrland,  to  show  the  improbability  that  the 
pn^Mntion  would  result  in  the  work  being  undertaken  by 
the  State.  At  hia  request,  Hr.  Dokskz,  for  the  present 
withdrew  hia  motiont  and 

The  Houae  took  up  the  luU  and  the  amendments  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  Comnittee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbta. 

[Con^denblc  discusson  took  place  on  the  amendment^ 
in  wUeh  Messrs.  HOWARD.  DODDRIDGE,  WASHING. 
TON,  SEMHES,  BROWN,  MERCER,  HOFFMAN,  and 
McDUFFlE,  took  part.] 

The  remunder  of  the  sitting  was  spent  on  the  District 
bilk. 

FsiDAT,  FaaacAST  11. 

EXTENSION  OF  A  PATENT. 

Mr.  DANIEL*  from  the  Committee  on  the-  Judiciary, 
reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  extend  the  patent 
•f  Samuel  Browning  for  a  further  period  of  fourteen 
yeara,  without  amendment,  and  moved  its  third  reading 
at  this  time. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  opposed  this  motion,  and  moved  that 
tile  bin  be  referred  to  a.Comimtteo  of  the  Wht^  and 
nade  the  order  of  the  day  lor  losmrrQw. 


Mr.  DANIEL  preferred  tiiat  it  ^oold  be  postponed  to 
a  particular  day,  aa  be  waa  deodedly  of  the  opimon.  If  it 
once  got  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  waa  the  last 
we  shmild  bear  of  it  this  sesMon.  it  waa  a  InH,  the  pro- 
visions of  which,'  Mr.  D.  tiuntght  highly  important  to  tiM 
interests  of  the  connnuni^  sa  well  as  the  individua)  for 
wboae  benefit  it  was  brought  tip;  and  it  oagtA  to  be  acted 
on  promptly.  In  order  to  meet  the  views  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bdgbjjtait,]  and  at  the  same 
time  not  to  endai^^  the  bill,  he  moved  to  postpone  its 
fhrther  conrideration  till  l^ieadqr  next.  He  would  fiu>- 
ther  state,  tbi^  tbe  i£scomy  of  1^1  Browning  was  a  new 
mode  of  sroaniting  iioB  fron  its  hopuritiesf  it  would  be 
seen,  therefore,  by  every  ncnber  tiiat  it  wu  a  biU  ut 
general  importance. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  the  patent  which  tlua  bill 
sought  to  extend  bad  expired  two  yearn  ago,  and  now,  af- 
ter the  discovery  bad  been  public  property  during  that 
time,  an  attempt  ia  made  to  revive  the  patent  He  could 
only  sqr  thatthe  caaebad  no  paral^l  in  tlu  lepria^ehie- 
tory  of^Congress,  while  be  hnd  the  honor  of  a  aeat  in  it- 
Mr.  DANIEL  lepliedi  The  caae  differed  frun  othcr^  it 
was  true,  but  the  poUie  waa  not  yet  in  possesion  of  tin 
discovery)  the  process  was  not  understood!  and  there  waa 
only  one  machine  m  tlie  UnitedStates,  by  which  the  prac- 
tic^Uity  of  the  diacovery  could  be  tested}  and  that  machine 
hadfidlen  into  the  handa  of  a  gentleman  of  fortune,  aftor 
the  time  for  which  the  patent  nght  waa  (wiginally  gnnted 
had  expired.  This  genfleman  waa  totally  ignorant  of  the 
mode  by  whidi  tbe  opention  waa  to  be  carried  oni  and 
in  his  set!  to  aecure  the  advantageathat  must  result  to  the 
nation  from  the  invention,  he  searched  out  the  inventw, 
and  found  that  the  machine  under  his  management  answer- 
ed all  the  purpoaea  which  its  inventor  set  forth. 

After  some  remarka  from  Hr.  DAVIS,  of  South  Car» 
lina,  and  Mr.  EVANS,  of  Mame, 

Mr.  CONNER  moved  to  Uy  the  bill  on  the  tablet  which 
motion  was  agreed  to— yeaa  8S,  nays  39. 

SUSAN  DECATUR  it  as.. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  moved  that  the  House  do  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  hUl  to  cunpeonte  Susan  Decatur, 
widow  and  legal  representative  of  Cqitain  Stephen  peca- 
tur,  deceased,  et  al. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  cdled  fi>r  the  yeaa  and  naya  on 
conaidawtifHi,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House.  Be* 
ing  taken,  tlMy  stood-^eaa  1^,  naya  83.  , 

So  the  House  detenuined  now  to  consider  the  bill. 

The  question  was  stated  from  tiie  Chair  to  b«  on  tfw 
amount  of  compoisKtioa  with  wbidi  the  blank  should  be 
filledt  when 

Hr.  WILUAMa  moved  a  caU  of  the  Houae. 

The  UMtion  was  necatived— 58  to  76. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN,  «ncT  a  few  renaik^novcd  to  recoob 
mit  the  biU  to  a  Comnuttee  of  the  Whole  fer  this  day. 

Mr.  MILLER  moved  its  commitment  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  fcir  to^norrow;  and  the  <piestion  bong  put  on 
this  motion,  it  waa  detemuned  in  the  n^pttive. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  HomAH  was  then  agreed  to,  and 
the  Hooae  went  into  otHnmittee,  Mr-  CAaiBmBUiie  is 
the  chair,  and  pn>oeeded  to  the  omsideratum  of  the  s^ 
bill. 

'  [Conndoable  dGbeussum  took-  place  between  Mcsm 
HOFFMAN,  POTTER,  TUCKER,-  ELLSWOBTH, 
STORR3,  of  New  York,  CROCKETT,  CHILTON,  Mc- 
DUFFIE, DODDKIDGE.  CRAIG,  and  BARRINGER, 
not  only  as  to  the  sum  to  be  appropriated,  but  on  the  me- 
rits of  the  claimt  alluriona  were  alao  made  to  what  was 
called  the  improper  interference  of  the  President  in  favor 
of  the  claim.  So  nuich,  however,  has  already  been  re* 
ported  in  both  Houses  of  Congress  on  the  sdbject  of  this 
chum,  that  it  is  oomidefedunoecesniy  to  report  what  was 
aaidto^ngr.  In'theeoiuwf^  the  disniai^  a  letter  fran 
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Fkb.  13»  14^  1831.] 


-JbuSan  J{ff(m*~Quat{an  of  Order. 


[H.  ot  R. 


Mrs.  .Decatur  wu  reftd,  detaiUng  her  pretent  distnved 
ntuatioD,  and  ftppetliujp  to  COli^[l«a^  in  ferj  itnmf  and 
eloquent  terms,  for  relief.] 

A  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  mun  of  one  hondted 
tbousBod  dtdlars,  was  asreed  to. 

S<»M  conversation  then  to<At  place  aa  to  the  proper 
mode  of  diatiibution  of  the  sum  appropriated  betvoen  the 
survirii^  officers  and  crews  and  the  legal  representatives 
of  the  parties  concerned,  in  which  Messn.  STORKS,  of 
New  TOTk,  HOFFMAN,  MALLARY,  SPEIGHT,  and 
HcDUFFIE,  took  part.  It  was  eventually  dedded  that 
the  worit  of  the  bill  <^  the  last  sesnon,  to  distribute  the 
sum  a^tveablx  to  the  ^otumkw  of  the  prise  act,  should 
be  stricken  out 

Hr.  MILLER  then  lubmitted  an  amendment  ts  |^ve 
to  the  niecea  of  Commodore  ftacafturtentluMMnd'dwars 
of  the  sum. 

After  someremarks  hj  Meam.  HOFFMAN,  CARSON, 
BARRIN6ER.  CRAIG,  SUTHERLAND,  DODDRIDGE, 
STORRS,  of  New  York,  and  McDUFFIE,  and  the  read> 
iag  of  the  wiU  of  Qommodore  Decatur, 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  moT«d  that  the  ocwnittee  rise, 
and  that  the  bill  and  various  amendments  be  printed,  so 
that  there  vaght  be  seme  understanding  of  the  proviaons 
proposed  to  be  adopted.    The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  MILLER  then  modified  bis  motion  ao  aa  to  confine 
the  donation  often  thousand  dollars  to.  two  nieces  of  Com. 
Decatur,  daughters  ot  He.  McKnwbti  and  -the  question 
being  put  ujkhi  the  motiol^  it  waa  detmi^ed  in  the  ne- 
gative—feas  75,  nays  81. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  then  moved  that  the  ooanuttee  rise, 
and  report  the  bill  to  tlie  House,  as  amended.  The  motion 
prevuled. 

In  the  House  the  amendment*  were  agreed  toi  wliich 
provided  for  paying  the  boat's  crew,  adopted  at  the  last 
session,  and  that  adopted  to-flay  for'filling  tne  blank  in  the 
bill  with  one  hundred  thousand  doUars. 

»Ir.  STORR8,  of  New  Ywk,  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  cm  agreeii4f  to  the  amendment  rtriking  out  the  clause 
for  paying  the  parties  concerned,  agreeably  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  prize  aetf  and  they  were  ordered. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  CLAY,  8T0RRS,  of 
New  York,  HOFFMAN,  and  HUNTINGTON,  the  ques- 
tion was  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  97, 
nays  SB. 

Mr.  WILDE  tliea  demanded  the  previous  question,  and 

Mr.  DEAFER  moved  an  adjooromenti  which  motion 
waa  dedded  in  the  negative — yeaa  59. 

The  House  having  seconded  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

On  the  question,  "  Sball  the  main  question  be  now  put  ^" 
it  waa  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  as  follows: 

"  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading?'*  and 
determined  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Anderaont  Arnold,  Baylor,  Beekmtn, 
Brodtcad,  Brown.  Buchanan,  Cambreleng,  Campbell, 
Carson,  Clay,  Coleman,  Condict,  Coulter,  Craig,  Cro- 
cheron,  Crowniiishield,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Deberr)-,  Den- 
ny, Dickinson,  Drayton,  Dwight,  Eager,  Earll,  Joshua 
Evans»  Edward  Everett,  Finch,  Ford,  Forward,  Fry, 
Gihnore,  Gordon^  Green,  Halsey,  Hawkins,  Huynes, 
Hinda,  Hodges,  lIoiTnian,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Ingc'rsoll, 
Tliomaa  Im-in,  Jarvis,  Jennings,  R.  M.  Johnson,  Cave 
Jfrfinaon,  Lea,  Ldper,  Lent,  ftlallary,  Marr,  Martin,  Tho- 
mas Maxwell,  McCreery,  McDuffie,  Mclntire,  Mercer, 
Mitchell,  Mulilenbew,  NuckoUi^  Fatten,  Overton,  Pettis, 
Folk,  Potter,  Suifora,  Scott,  Sterigere,  Stephenst,  Talia- 
ferro, Vamum,  Verplanck,  Washiiwton,  Weeks,  C.  P. 
White,  E.  D.  White,  WicklifTe,  Wddc,  Wilson.— 61. 

MAYS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Angel, 
Armstrong,  Bailey,  Koyes  Barber,  Barnwell,  Iterringcr, 
Batc^  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Bockc^  Bouldin»  Ca- 


hoon,  Clulds,  Chilton,  Cbibome,  Clark,  Coke,  Conner, 
Cooper,  Cowles,  Crane,  Crawfbrd,  Crockett,  Creighton,- 
Davenport,  John  Davis,  Deaha,  Doddridge,  Draper,  Dun- 
can, Ellsworth,  George  Evans,  Horaoe  Everett,^Findlay, 
Gaither,  Grennell,  Hall,  Hammons,  Harvey,  Hughes, 
Hunt,  Huntingtei^  Ihrie,  Irvin,  Johns,  Kendall,  Kincaid, 
Perkins  King,  Idimar,  lleavitt,  Lecompte,  Letcher,  Loy- 
all,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Martindale,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McCoy, 
Miller,  Pierce,  Pienon,  Ramsey,  Rencher,  Roane,  Russel, 
Aug.  H.  Sbepperd,  Shields,  Sill,  Speight,  fiprigg,  Stan- 
defer,  Henry  R.  Storrs,  Strong,  Sutherland,  Swann, . 
Swift,  Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Trezvant,  Tucker,  Vutce, 
Vinton,  Wbittlea^,  WilGams,  Yancey,  Yoang.— 89. 
Sotiie  bill  was  tdected. 

Mr.  STOMIS,  of  New  Yei^  moved  that,  when  the 
Rouse  adjourns,  it  do  adjourn  to  Monday;  and  said  be 
made  tiic  motion  on  account  of  the  two  or  three  hours* 
dartneu  thut  wotdd  occur  to-morrow;  whereupon, 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  mm  ed  tliat  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ; but  withdrw  it,  to  ^ve  an  opportunity  for  Hr. 
DoDoninaB  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  bill  just  re- 
jected,  vttii  a  view  also  to  move  a  reconnderation  of  the 
last  aniendnient  agreed  to.  Pendhigwl^hmotioiw  another 
vas  made  to  adjournt  and 
The  Hooae  adjounied. 

SiTnnDAT,  FxanvADT  13. 
Soon  after  the  House  met,  the  eclipse  of  Uie  sun  creat- 
ing considerable  gloom  within  ihe  halt,  (although  far  from 
being  dark  enough  to  require  candles,]  an  adjournment 
was  moved  by  i&,  Dwionr,  and  was  carried— yeas  86^ 
nays  77. 

UoKnxv,  FxBRUAnr  14. 
INDIAN  AFFAIRS— QUESTION  OF  ORDER. 
The  petition  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Evsna-rr,  of 
Masaachusetts,  last  Monday,  from  sundry  citizena  of  Mas* 
sachusetts,  praying  the  repeal  of  the  IruUan  law  of  last 
aeauon,  8(C.,  was  announced  by  the  Chair  as  now  before 
the  House  for  disposal. 

Mr.  EVERETT  rose,  and  was  proceeding  to  address 
the  CtMur;  when 

Hr.  TUCKER,  of  S.  C-,  interposed,  and  demanded  th^ 
the  question  of  "  consideration"  be  put,  and  the  Speaker 
announced  tliis  to  be  the  question. 

[This  cpiestion  pre<4iidea  debate  on  any  mot'nn,  unkaa 
the  House  decides  in  fiivor  of  its  conridendion.] 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  "  conaderation;"  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  EVKRBTT  said  it  was  with  great  regret  he  was 
obliged  to  say  that  he  considered  tiie  demand  for  the 
question  of  conridcration  out  of  order;  the  petition  had 
been  received  by  the  House,  and,  if  this  motion  were  en- 
tertained by  the  Cbair,  it  would  cut  oR'  all  debate  on  the 
petition,  which  Mr.  E.  said  he  had  a  ligbX  to  discun,  on 
presenting  it,  if  he  tiiooght  proper. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  House  had  a  right  to  decide 
whether  it  would  comnder  thegentleman's  motion— it  had 
a  right  to  refuse  to  reodve  tiie  petitiAi  itselfl 

Mr.  EVERETl*.  But  the  House  has  reoeived  the  pe- 
tition, Mr.  SrsAxan. 

Tht  SPEAKER  said  the  petition  had  been  received  and 
laid  on  Uie  table;  tliat  tlie  House  had  a  rigrtit  now  to  say 
whether  it  would  consider  the  gentleman's  moUon  touch- 
ingits  reference,  and  therefore  the  demand  fbrthcqueation 
of  consideration  was  in  order;  and  he  proceeded  to  ref^ 
to  the  rules,  and  explain  his  construction  of  than,  to  Afxw 
tlie  propriety  of  his  decision. 

Mr.  VINl'ON  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  which  waa 
agreed  to;  and  the  Clerk  having  called  the  roll  of  the  mem* 
bers,  and  the  attendance  appearing  to  be  pretty  Ail^  foi^ 
ther  proceeding  in  tbe  call  wuflumeoded.  ' 
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U.  or  R.] 
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Hr.  BELX  asked,  if  the  House  decided  in  &vorof  "cod- 
•idcnttoii,"  whNt  time  would  the  diicuMoa  be  in  otder — 
could  it  be  continued  froni  day  to  di^*  or  would  it  be 
limited  > 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  it  could  only  be  cootiimed  to 
day»  and  the  next  dnys  on  which  the  preientation  of  peti- 
tienv  would  be  in  order,  (niiDely,  on  Mondfty  aktne.) 

Mr.  EVEBETT  agftin  rose,  and  nid  he  fcl t  hiraaelf  uiw 
der  the  necess'.ty  of  appealing  from  tlie  deciaion  of  the 
Chaii',  on  the  correctness  of  entering  the  demand  for  the 
question  of  coiiaideration;  and  he  proceeded  in  support  of 
hia  appeal  at  some  lenctb-— arguing  that  this  waa  no  motion 
or  proposition  oflen.'Oto  the  House,  but  umply  a  petition 
from  a  portion  of  his  ccmaUtuenti>  wliich  they,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  constitutitHial  right,  had  presented  to  tlie 
House  through  hiu,  tlirir  representative.  He  had  laid  it 
on  the  table,  under  the  rule;  it  came  up  to-day  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course}  its  consideration  required  no  motion,  and 
he  had  ma^e  none;  the  matter  before  the  House  was  the 
petition  itself,  and  to  that  he  bad  a  rt^t  to  spealci  it  was 
K  conalitutioiial  riglit  to  wliicb  Uw  nue  fd  consdaation 
could  not  apply,  and  eould  n*t  cut  off.  It  wu  with  un- 
feigned reluctance  lie  made  the  appeal,  but  a  aeose  of  duty 
constrained  him  to  do  no. 

Mr.  TUCKEU,  in  a  few  remarks,  defended  Lis  call  for 
tlie  queiUon  of  "  connderation,."  and  his  motive  for  mak- 
ing it  His  object  was  to  save  the  time  <^the  House  from 
being  wasted  in  a  useless  debate. 

The  SP£AK£U  then  rose,  and,,  after  stating  the  case, 
re..d  tlie  rules  in  point,  whicbhe  explained  at  some  Iciigtli, 
to  ^w  the  correctness  of  his  dednon  in  entertaining  the 
demand  for  *'  conKderation."  He  referred  parttcuiarly 
to  the  fifth  rule,  wtuch  is  as  follows:  "  When  any  motion 
or  proportion  ia  otade,  the  question,  *  Will  the  House 
now  consider  it?*  shall  not  be  put,unlcu  it  is  deibanded 
by  some  member,  or  isdeemed  necessary  by  the  Speak- 
er." Uurii^  the  whole  time  while  he  had  premded  in 
the  chair,  he  lud  never  exercised  the  privilege  of  re- 
qturii^  the  question  af  oMuidcratim  ( it  waa  now  required 
by  another  member,  and  he  bad  no  right  t«  refuse  it 
being  in  order  under  tlie  rule. 

Mr.  WiVYNEaskedifhewastounderatandthatthemo- 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  ^Mr.  Tucsaa] 
was  in  order  before  the  gentleman  from  HassachusetU 
[Mr.  Etzaxtt]  had  submitted  any  proposition. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,,  that  he  coiiaidcred  there  was, 
virtually,  a  motion  before  the  House,  on  takmg  up  the 
petition  for  disposal. 

Mr.  WAYNE  thou^t  that  ^  not  UiOiam  of  coww. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  bad  not  submitted  my 
proposition  relative  to  the  petition)  and,  until  he  did  that, 
the  House  could  not  know  what  his  nwtion  would  be,  or 
deude  whetiier  Uicy  would  consider  it.  Tlis  House 
would  be  votii^  in  the  dai-k.  He  maintained  that  the 
Stiaxeb  would  be  tight,  liad  the  gentleman  made  any 
oiotion  for  tlie  dispoutiou  of  the  petition,  but  at  present 
the  demand  of  "  considmtioo''  he  tliougbt  preouture. 

Hr.  TL'CKEU  tlien  withdrew  lua  caltfbr  the  question 
of  conaderation. 

Mr.  EVEUE'i'T  Mad  it  was  lua  intention  to  debate  the 
petition  which  he  had  preunted  to  the  House;  and  when 
the  SrxAKxn  decided  Uiat  he  could  not  do  so,  he  denied 
a  ^ht  which  was  sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  the  British 
Parliament,  and  was  sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  tliis- 
Ilouse.  During  the  last  war^  nuu)/  impoiiant  questions 
were  debated  on  tiie  |wesentation  of  petitions. 

The  SPEAKEU.    There  must  stUl  b«  a  motim  before 
tbe  House  to  authorize  debate. 

Mr.  EVERE'rr.  If  I  am  ent;tled  to  die  floor  [aereral 
members  were  attempting  to  address  tbe  Chair]  I  will  then 
submit  a  motion  befure  1  sit  down. 

Tlie  SPEAKER.  It  is  in  the  power  of  the  Speaker,  or 
of  any  member,  to  require  that  every  notion  be  reduced 


to  writing,  and  the  Speaker  requires  tiwt  the'geDtleBiaB 
■end  his  motion  to  the  Chair  in  writing. 

Mr.  EVERETT  accoRlin{^y  sent  to  the  Cbair  tfas  fol- 
lowing motion: 

That  the  aald  memcffial  be  referred  to  the  Commitlee 
on  Indian  Af&irsr  wi&  inatmetiona  to  report  a  lull  makii^ 
further  provision  fw  rxceoting  the  Aiws  of  the  United 
States  <m  Aesubjcet  of  intereoune  with  the  Indian  tribcai 
and,  also,  for  the  faithful  obsemnce  of  tbe  treaties  be- 
tween the  Umted  States  and  Ae  Mid  tribes. 
1'he  motion  having  been  read, 

Hr.  WICKLIFFE  demanded  that  the  question  be  put 
on  the  "conMderation"  of  the  motion.'  He  had  no  idea 
of  commencing  another  Indian  war  at  this  period  of  tiw 
seasMXi. 

Mr-CONDIGT  eallcd  ftr  ttwyeu  and  nayi^  and  they 
were  ordered^  and  the  Snaun  having  stated  tbe  que*' 

tion, 

Mr.  EVERETT  said,  if  he  understood  the  Chair  that  it 
was  in  order  to  prechule  debate  on  bis  motion,  by  the 
question  of  •<  connderation,"  he  nuat  appeal  to  tlie  Houm 
from  the  de««on  of  the  Cluir. 
The  yeas  and  naya-wcm  ofdered  on  the  appeal. 
Conaidcrable  debate  now  cnsaed  on  die  appeal,  wbieb, 
as  it  cannot  be  reported  fully,  ia  not  attempted  aft  aUi  tlw 
preceding  outline  being  sufficient  to  diow  the  reader  the 
nature  of  the  pmnts  which  arose,  and  tbe  course  of  pro- 
ceeding en  them,  which  is  aH  that  ia  intended  by  the 
sketch.  The  appeal  was  supported  by  Hr.  Evmrr  and 
Mr.  Batss,  of  Massachusetts,  and  it  was  opposed,  and  the 
deciKon  of  tbe  Chair  defended,  by  Mr.  Watss  and  Mr.^ 
TnoMreeir,  of  GeMgia.  Finally, 

Mr.  EVEBETT  said,  yielding  to  tbe  wishes  of  ■rretal 
of  bis  Mends,  he  would  withdraw  the  appeal,  and  meet 
the  question  at  onsc. 

The  question  was  then  put— "Will  the  House  now 
consider  the  motion^  and  was  deddedin  the  affirmntiTev 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as^IloWB: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Angel,  Areher,-  Armstrong,  BaSey,  N. 
Barber,  Barnwell,  Barringer,  Bartiey,  Bates,  Beelnoai^ 
Bell,  Buchanan,  Barges,  Batman,  Gaboon,  Cambreleng 
Campbell,  Childs,  CniHon,  Clark,  Condict,  Cooper^ 
Cowles,  Crane,  Crawford,  Crockett,  Creighton,  Crownin- 
shield,  John  Davis,  W.  H.  Davis,  Deberry,  Denny,  DicUn* 
son,  Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Dudley,  Eager,  Ellsworth, 
George  Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Honce 
Everett,  Finch,  Forward,  Fry,  Grenncll,  Gurley,  Hemp- 
hill, Hodges,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ilirie,  Jc^ns^ 
Kendall,  Kincud,  Adam  Ifing,  Ijctcher,  Mallaiy,  Marr, 
Martindate,  I.ewis  Maxwell,  McCreery,  Mercer,  Milletv 
Nuckolls,  iHerson,  Ramsey,  Bandolpb,^Keed,  Richardson, 
Rose,  Russel,  William  B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Sbepperd^ 
Sill,  Smith,  A.  SpenceB,  Stanben*,  H.  H.  Stom,  WilCam 
L.  Storra,  Strong,  Sutherland,  Swann,  Swift,  Taliaferro^ 
Taylor,  Test,  John  Thomson,  Tracy,  Vance,  Varnum, 
Verplanck.  Vinton,  Washington,  Whittlesey,  Csmpbell,  P- 
White,  Williams,  Wilson,  Young.— 101. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alstan,  Anderson, 
Baylor,  James  Blurv  Ji^n  Usir,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldil^ 
Brodhead,  Brown,  Carson,  Chandler,  Clwbome,  Clqr, 
Coke,  Coleinan,  Conner,  Craig,  Crocheron,  Daniel,  Da- 
venport, Desha,  De  Wilt,  Draper,  Dmyton,  Duncan, 
Earli,  Findlay,  Ford,  Foster,  Gaitber,  Gibnorc,  Gordonr 
Orecn,  Hall,  Halsey,  HammonSr  Har\-ey,  Haynes,  Hinds, 
Holland,  HofiVnan,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Thomas  Irwin, 
WiWam  W.  irrini  Isacks^  Jarvia,  Jennings,  R.  M.  John- 
son.  Cave  Johnson,  Lamar,  Lea,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Lei- 
per,  Lent,  Lewis,  Ix^all,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Magee,  McCoy, 
McDuffie,  ItlcTiitire,  Mitchell,  Monell,  Muhlenberg.  Over- 
ton, PaUon,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter,  Powers,  RencherrRoane, 
Sknfbnl,  Bcott,  Sbiel^  ^eigftit,  Sprigg,  Standefer, 
Sterigere,  Stephens,  Wiley  T^tnnpsun,  Treivaot,  TVcker, 
Wayne,  W«efc%  lll^Uifre,  Yancey.  —93. 
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Mr.  EVERETT  then  rose,  and  addressed  the  House  aa 

foUows: 

In  preaentingf  this  subject  last  week  to  the  House,  I 
vbaeived,  that  it  was  with  r^ret  that  1  fbund  myself 
obliged  to  bring  it  forward  in  a  manner,  strictly  parha- 
mentary  indeea,  but  somewhat  unusual.  I  ahoala  have 
prcFerred  to  submit  this  great  subject  to  the  considc ration 
of  the  House  by  the  more  usual  course  of  a  reaolution.  I 
have  had  a  resolution  prepared  for  that  purpose,  and  ly- 
ing in  my  desk  for  aevetu  weckc(  but  tne  Chair  knows 
that  there  has  not  been  a  nunoen^  for  serenl  week%  when 
a  resoliition  could  be  offered  but  by  the  unanimous  con> 
■ent  of  tiM  House.  Such  consent  I  could  not  ask  on  such 
nsubjeet.  I  sliould  have  been  better  pleased  to  meet  the 
subject  on  a  report  firomthe  Indian  committee,  to  whom, 
in  cotmexion  with  very  numerous  memcaiala  from  various 
parts  of  the  country,  with  tbe  President's  message,  and 
with  tike  petitions  of  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians,  it 
has  been  referred.  No  report,  however,  has  proceeded 
from  that  connuttee*  and  no.  intinMitian  liMheenpvMi 
that  an^  it  to  be  expected. 

In  this  state  of  d^ngs,  urged  by  my  sense  of  duty,  ad- 
nuHusbed  by  several  ezpreawonsor  ptri>lic  sentiment  com- 
mitted to  my  charge  by  the  people  ]  represent,  and  look- 
ing upon  the  subject  as  one  of  great,  of  paramount — ay, 
■ir,  of  moat  painful  impMlance — a  subject  eminently  re- 
quiring the  mterposi^n  of  this  House — ^1  have  felt  my- 
self construned  in  the  forbearanoe  (Mothers  much  better 
qualified  to  take  this  step  to  make  this  effort  to  bring  it 
under  the  conndndifw  of  tbe  representatives  of  the 
people. 

I  should  think*  sir,  that  a  positire  dectaion  of  this  ques- 
tion by  Congrea  would  be  h^hly  desirable  to  the  friends 
of  the  administration.  They  cannot,  I  dioiild  think,  wish 
to  leave  with  tbe  Executive  the  responsibility  of  ntting 
sdU  and  witnessing  the  violation  of  a  very  ki^e  number  of 
treaties  and  compacts,  and  of  the  ckarpat  provisians 
kw.  No  man  sure^  can  pretend  that  si^  a  poUey  can 
be  withiB  the  craipetence  of  the  Exeeutnci  and  if,  tat 
reasons  of  necesrity,  or  reasons  of  State,  w  any  ottter  rear 
sons,  the  treatiea  with  the  T't^'*')*  are  to  be  annulled,  and 
the  laws  touching  our  intercourse  with  them  converted 
into  a  dead  letter,  it  sunly  cannot  require  an  ar^mcnt 
Co  prove  that  Coi^ress  is  the  only  power  by  which  this 
can  be  done  whh  any  show  of  lig^tliil  andioribr. 

I  cannot  disgdse  niy  impreswm,  that  h  is  the  greatest 
question  whi^  tswtx  came  hefive  Congresi^  sbi»i  of  the 
question  of  peace  and  war.  It  concerns  not  an  individual, 
but  entire  communilieB.  of  men,  whose  frte  is  wholly  in 
our  hands,  and  concerns  them — not  to  the  extent  of  affect- 
ing their  interests,  more  or  less  fitrorably,  within  narrow 
li^ts.  As  I  regard  it,  it  is  a  question  of  inflicting  the 
pains  of  bani^ment  from  tiieir  native  land  on  aeveo^  or 
dgh^  tiuMuand  homan  beuMn  tiw  greater  part  of  whom 
aT«  fixed  and  attaefaed  to  thdr  homes  in  the  same  way 
that  we  are.  We  hav«  lately  teen  this  House  in  attend- 
ance, week  after  week,  at  the  bar  of  the  other  House, 
white  engaged,  in  solemn  trial  of  one  <tf  our  own  fonctton- 
aries,  frv  having  issued  an  order  to  deprive  a  citizen  of 
his  liberty  for  twenty-four  hoora.  It  is  a  most  extraordi- 
nary  and  astoniahing  fiu:t,  that  the  policy  of  the  United 
States  tovard  the  ln<£ana — a  policy  coevu  with  the  revo- 
lution, and  sanctioned  in  the  most  solemn  oianner  on  in- 
numerable oecaaons-Ht  undergdng  a  radical  change, 
which,  I  am  persuaded,  will  iM*ove  as  destructive  to  me 
welfiu«  and  hvet  of  its  subjecU^  as  it  will  to  dwir  rightsf 
and  that  neither  this  House,  nor  the  other  House,  has 
ever,  even  by  tetokUhui.  paaaed  ^reotly  upon  the  quea* 
tioB. 

But  it  is  not  merely  a  question  of  &e  wel&M  of  dieae 
dependent  beings,  nor  yet  of  the  honor  and  fiith  oftbe 
country  vhidi  are  pledged  to  tiw  -it  is  a  question  of 
the  Union  itself.   What  fa  tha  Union?  Not  a  flWre  ab- 


straction; not  a  word)  not  a  form  of  Government;  it  is  the 
undisputed  paramount  operation,  through  all  the  Stately 
of  those  fonctions  with  which  the  Government  is  clothed 
1^  the  constitutioa.  When  that  (mention  it  redsted, 
the  Vw(»  it  in  bet  dissi^d.  I  will  not  now  dwell  on 
tilts  ideat  but  the  recent  transactions  in  Georgia  have  been 
already  hailed  in  the  neighboring  British  provinces  aathe 
commencement  of  that  coiivulaon  of  these  United  States, 
to  vliich  the  friends  of  liberty  throughout  the  world  look 
forward  with  J^prebension,  as  a  btal  blow  to  their  cause. 

If  any  ftirther  ipology  were  needed  for  bringiiwtiiis 
matter  liefore  the  House,  it  might  be  the  fitct  fliat  it  has 
been  frequently  referred  to  us.  It  has  formed  a  promi- 
nent topic  in  the  two  annual  coiranunicationa  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate.  Numerooa  memorials  on  both  ndes  of  the 
question  have  presented  it  to  us;  reports  in  both  Houses 
<»  Congress  have  discussed  it;  but,  owing  to  some  strange 
fatality,  it  has  never  been  plainly  and  decidedly  met. 

Tbe  Secretary  of  War  tells  us  that  a  new  era  has  with- 
in a  few  Te*>*  trisen  in  relation  to  our  Indian  afiurs.  He 
does  not  mdicate  precisely  what  marks  tbe  new  erai  but, 
in  one  respect,  there  has  unquestionably  arisen  a  new  era 
in  this  department,  tbat  of  substituting  Executive  deci> 
sion  for  congressional  enactment.  Formerly  the  Execu- 
tive only  carried  into  eflWt  oar  laws  and  treaties  made  by 
the  treaty-makkig  branch  of  the  Government.  Now  the 
PreMdent,  1st,  penniu  the  Slates  to  anntii  the  treaties, 
and  proceed  on  their  declared  want  of  validity,  and,  3d, 
annuls  the  lava  himael^  and  permits  his  Secretary  to 
come  down  to  Congress,  with  an  argument  to  prove  that 
a  law  substantially  coeval  with  the  Government  is  uncon< 
stitutitaial.  I  am  willing  to  rec«ve  tiie  Secretary's  ar^- 
ment  for  what  it  is  worth  j  but  realty,  sir,  I  have  studied 
the  constitution  untuccessfiilly,  if  the  mere  opinion  of  a 
Secretary,  with  or  without  an  ailment,  rcndera  a  law 
unconstitutional,  and  makes  it  cease  to  be  obligatory. 
But  to  this  I  shall  return,  only  repeating,  now,  that  the 
assumptiea  of  tiiete  two  prina[^  in  our  IncUan  affiurs 
does,  indeed,  constitute  a  new  era. 

Sir,  I  know  the  delicacy  of  this  subject.  I  approach  it 
with  reluctance  and  pain,  under  the  most  imperious  sense 
of  duty.  I  would  gladly  have  put  it  by,  could  I  have  jus- 
tified nqrtelf  in  so  dcni^.  I  know,  by  past  experience, 
the  odium  I  am  to  incur.  I  know  tint,  humble  as  I  am, 
the  dennndatioaa  of  bondveda  of  presses  throughout  the 
country  av^t  me.  I  have  seen  witMn  a  week,  in  a  paper 
publidUd  at  this  place,,  and  which  has  been  made  tiie 
channel  of  the  most  coi^dendal  communications  between 
the  Prerident  and  the  peoplej  I  have  seen  the.course  of 
the  minority  of  this  House  who  voted  on  tbe  Indian  bill 
last  year — a  minority  comprising  some  of  the  mostrespect- 
^le  friends  of  the  President,  and  amounting  to  very 
nearly  one-half  of  the  House — ascribed  to  vile  nction. 

Bi^  ^sagreenble  aa  the  eonsequence  may  be  to  one 
who  loves  strife  as  little  aa  I,  I  cannot  keep  silence  when 
I  hear  the  lavs  of  the  land  declared  imconatitutional,  hy 
those  executive  officers  who  hare  no  other  duty  in  refer- 
ence to  the  lawst  l>nt  to  enforce  them;  when  I  see  treaties 
violated  by  States  who  are  parties  to  them;  treaties  sanc- 
tioned, by  all  the  forms  of  the  constitution,  and  ratified  by 
tbe  Senators  representing  the  very.  States  finvmost  in  the 
violation.  I  cannot  keep  silence  when  I  see  the  constitu- 
tion invadedt  tiw  honor  of  the  country  tanualud}.  the 
Union  impaired.  If  my  whole  course,  during  the  six 
years  that  I  have  been  honored  «*ith  a  seat  on  this  floor, 
will  not  protect  me  in  the  judgment  of  others  from  the 
imputation  of  vile  and  fnctious  motives,  I  shall  have  at 
least  tbe  consdousness  in  my  own  bosom,  tlial  a  sense  of 
public  du^,  and  that  alon^  has  impelled  me  to  the  course 
I  have  taken. 

Sir,  the  Secretaty  says  a  new  cm  hasarisen  in  our  Indian 
affliirB.  TMa  is  tme.  Uptotiie  year  1838,  the  «ourse 
of  pioeecding  in  our  taHams^  affainis  well  knowm  at  leart 
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in  reference  to  ftU  the  tribes  whose  rights  are  now  in  con- 
trovert. The  United  Stites  bad  negotiated  treaties  with 
idl  the  Southwestern  tribes.  Our  rcUtioni  witii  them. 
Hid  the  boundary  between  tliem  uid  ii%  were  regulated 
by  trea^ikndb^  the  intercourse  law  fttinedin  punoance 


tions,  \raa  conceded  to  the  tribes.  Mo  Sti^  had  pre- 
tended to  extend  her  laws  over  either  of  these  tribes  till 
the  year  183S.  To  show  the  varifHii  views  enterttined  of 
this  subject*  I  inll  cite  several  anthoi^ie^  whkh  will 
ftSundantly  sustun  me  in  thb  poation.  The  distinguished 
indinduals  whom  I  quote,'  and  the  present  Chief  Mag^»- 
tnte  at  thehewl  of  tnem,  took  views  somewhat  different 
from  each  other,  but  none  of  them,  I  believe,  intimated 
that  the  separate  States  possess  the  right  now  claimed. 

In  1831,  the  Creek  I'atli  IntUana,  being  dissatisfied  with 
the  conduct  of  their  brethren  of  the  Upper  Towns,  ap- 
plied to  General  Jackson,  then  M^jor  General  of  the 
Southern  Avioont  requesting  htm  to  nsehis  influence  with 
the  General  Government,  to  procure  for  the  said  Creek 
Path  In^aiia  an  tnaUenable  reservation  of  a  pert  of  their 
lands,  on  consderation  of  selling  their  pnqxfftionate  ahuc 
of  the  common  lands  of  the  nation.  Gmeral  Jackson 
was  in  favor  of  this  project,  and  wrote  to  Mr.  Calhoun, 
tlien  Secretary  of  War,  as  follows: 

"I  do  believe,  in  a  political  point  of  view,  as  well  as  in 
'justice  tothesepeople,  their  prayeroughttobe  noticed. 

*  It  ii  innting  Cmgrat  to  take  up  the  aut^ect,  and  ex- 
*ercise  its  power,  under'  the  Hopewell  treaty,  of  regu- 
'lating  all  the  Indian  concerns  as  it  pleases.    This  is  a 

*  precedent  much  wanted,  that  the  absurdity  in  politics 
*may  cease,  of  an  independent,  sovereign  nation  holding 

<  treatiea  with  people  living  within  its  territorial  liouts, 

*  ackiiowled^ng  its  sovereignty  And  laws,,  and  who,  al- 

*  thou|^  not  ptizen^  cuinot  b«  newcd  as  alien%  but  as 

*  real  subjects  of  the  United  States.*'  Here  Ubia  right  of 
legialattng  for  the  Indians  is  claimed,  not  for  the  States, 
but  for  uie  United  States)  and  tliis  under  the  treaty  of 
Hopewell,  a  treaty  negotiated  before  the  adoption  of  the 
federal  constitution,  and  containing  the  amplMtgnamnties 
of  the  rights  of  the  Cherokees. 

In  treating-  with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  in  1823,  Messrs. 
Campbell  and  Meriwether,  citizens  of  Georgia,  animated 
by  a  strong  zeal  for  the  acquintion  of  Indian  lands,  use 
Uib language:  **Tht  tomr^gnty^t  the  country  ^rtoch 
*you  occupy  is  in  the  United  States  alone;  no  State  or 
*n>reign   Power  can  enter  into  a  compact  with  you. 

*  These  privileges  have  passed  away,  and  your  inter- 
'course  is  restricted  ezcninvely  to  the  United  States." 

In  the  year  1824,  March  10th,  the  tttierokeesare  spoken 
of,  in  the  following  manner,  in  a  letter  addressed  by  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  of  Gewgta  to  the  Secreiai^' 
of  War:  *'If  the  Cherokees  are  to  be  viewed  u  other 
*Indiaiu>aa  penons  suffered  to  reside  within  die  tenit(^kl 
*limiti  of  the  United  States,  and  subject  to  every  re- 
*stnunt  wMch  the  policy  and  power  of-  the  Cieneral 

*  Government  require  to  be  imposed  on  them,  for  the 

*  interest  of  the  Union,  the  interest  of  tlie  partieular 

*  States,  and  their  own  preservation,  it  is  necessary  that 

*  these  misguided  men  should  be  taught  by  the  General 

*  Oovenunent,  that  there  is  no  alternative  between  thetr 
■removal  beyond  the  fimiti  of  the  State  of  Oeor^  end 

*  tiieir  extinction. " 

In  1834^  Judge  White,  now  the  disting^iisbed  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  gmve  an  opinion,  in  which  he  expressed 
himself  as  follows:    "Under  the  parental  care  of  the 

*  Federal  Government,  the  Cherokees  have  been  in  a 

<  good  degree  resumed  from  their  savage  sUte.  Under 
'their  patrmtagc,  they  have  become  enlightenedt  they 

*  have  acquired  a  taste  for  property  of  their  own,  from 

<  the  uie  of  which  they  can  exclude  all  othcni  they  have 
■acqotradthe  ^oper^  haelf.  There  mnst  be  lewi  to 


*  protect  it,  as  well  as  to  protect  those  who  own  it.  By 
'  u-l)3t  community  ought  these  laws  to  be  enacted^  Laws 
'  there  have  always  been,  and  laws  there  must  continue 

*  to  be,  emanalinr  fron  some  power  capable  of  enacting 

*  than.  Where  »  tiwt  power.'  It  must  be  in  Coi^fress^ 
*or  in  the  Cherokees.   Congrcsa  hai  never  euraaed 

'  the  Cherokees  alwavs  have.  1  have  never  heard  that 
'  their  power  was  doubted." 

Govemer  Troup,  in  1835,  March  35th,  issued  a  procla- 
mation, from  which  the  following  is  an  extract:  **  Where- 
'as  it  is  provided  in  said  treaty  that  the  Uwted  Stetea 
'shall  jirotect  the  Indians  against  the  eneroeehmentB, 
'hostilitiea,  and  impositions  M  the  wh^t«^  so  that  thejr 
'suffer  no  interruption,  molertation,  or  inj\iry,  in  thar 
'person^  goods,  effeota,  their  dwellings,  or  the  lands 

*  they  occupy,  until  their  removal  shall  have  been  accent 
'plished,  according  to  tile  terms  of  the  treaty: 

"  I  have  therefore  thought  proper  to  issue  this  my  pro- 

<  clamation,  warning  all  persMU,  citizens  of  Geo^ia,  or 
'others,  andnst  treapaanieor  bitro^ng  upon  bnds  occu- 

<  {>ied  by  tiie  Indians,  withm  the  linuta  of  this  State,  csttwr 
'  for  the  purpose  of  settiement  or  otherwise,  as  every 
'  such  act  will  be  in  direct  violation  of  tiie  proviMoni  n 
'  the  treaty  aforesud,  and  will  ezpoae  the  aggiesioii  to 
'  the  mostcertain  and  summary  punishment  hythcautho. 
'  rities  of  the  State  and  the  Umted  States. 

"All  good  citizens,  therefore,  pursuing  the  dictates  of 
'good  Cuth,  will  unite  in  enforcing  the  obligations  of  the 
'treaty,  aatfae  supreme  law,"  &c. 

Governor  Troupi  being  exceedingly  deuroua  to  hasten 
the  survey  of  the  Unds  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  the 
Indian  Springs,  asked  pemussion  to  aurvey  them,  of  Ge- 
neral Mcintosh,  tiie  cnief  of  the  emigrating  party,  as  a 
necessary  preliminary. 

In  1836,  a  Senator  from  Miittssippi,  now  deceased,  (Mr. 
Reed,)  disetatmed  any  riglit,  on  the  part  of  tiie  State,  to 
extend  her  juriadiotion  over  the  Indians.  "At  tte  last 
sesnon,  said  h^  of  the  LMislature  of  HjanaM|n»,  a  pro- 
powtioQ  ms  made  to  extend  the  civil  power  of  their  courta 
to  their  own  dtizena,  who  had  contracted  debtt  within  the 
State,  and  bad  fled  to  this  savage  sanctuai7.  Ilie  matter 
was  debated  many  days,  and  it  was  at  last  decided  that 
there  existed  no  power  in  the  State  to  extewl  ita  laws  in 
the  manner  aou^tby  the  pn^KMition.'' 

Theae  authontie^  I  dunk,  will  abandanttyproTe  that 
the  chum  of  die  Southern  Statet  to  exereise  juriatUction 
over  tribes  with  whcnn  there  are  euating  ttcUiei^  fiinaa 
anew  era.  Whether  it  be  that  to  wUeh  the  Secretary  ef 
War  alludes,  1  pretend  not  to  decide. 

While  the  Secretary  of  War  announces  this  new  era, 
the  Prendent  in  lua  message  at  the  opeiung  of  the  season 
informed  us,  that  "tiie  benevolent  pohcy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, steadily' pursued  for  nearly  thirty  years,  m  relation 
to  the  remotal  the  Indians  beyond  the  white  setde- 
ments,  is  approaching  to  a  happy  consummation.**  TIds 
statement  ^ipears  to  me  at  variance  vixh  that  which  was 
made  in  the  annual  message  of  the  last  year.  In  tlMt 
document,  we  were  told  that  "it  has  long  been  the  policy 
of  Government  to  introduce  among  Indians  the  arts  A 
civilization,  in  the  hope  of  gradually  reclaiming  them 
from  a  wandering  state.**  This  la  certainly  a  benevolent 
p<^icy:  and  this  ia-  the  policy  which  has  been  steadily 
pursued  for  nc«j^  thirty  years.  But  last  year,  the  Prea- 
dent  added:  "  iTiis  poliv^  has,  however,  been  coapled 
with  another,  wholly  incompatible  with  ita  success.  Pro- 
fessing adeeire.to  civilize  and  settle  them,  we  have,  at  die 
same  time,  lost  no  opportunity  to  purchase  their  land^ 
and  thrust  them  fonher  into  the  wilderness.  By  tius 
means,  they  have  not  only  l>eenkept  in  a  wandering  stale, 
but  have  been  led  to  look  uptm  us  as  utyust  and  ind^erent 
to  their  fate.  Thus,  though  lavii^  in  its  expenditures  on 
the  subject  Government  lua  cmstantly  denated  its  own 
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Lut  year  the  benevolent  policy  settling  and  civilizing 
them  had  been  thwarted  by  another,  that  of  removal  to 
the  West,  declared  to  be  incompatible  with  ita  niccess. 
Thif  year  the  removal  to  the  Weit  ia  declared  to  be  the 
benevolent  policy  which  haa  been  steadily  pursued.  In 
my  judgment,  ^e  view  taken  in  the  meoage  of  last  year 
iatlie  sounder. 

But  the  policy  of  removal  has,  I  grant,  been  pamied 
iteadily  for  tliirty  yeara,  but  never  in  the  same  manner  as 
now.  It  was  never  thought  of,  that  all  the  treaties  and 
laws  of  the  United  States  protecting-  the  Indians  could  be 
suiiulled,  and  the  laws  of  the  States  extended  over  them; 
kwB  of  flueh  a  character  that  it  is  admitted*  nay  ut^d, 
that  they  cannot  five  under  tbera.  The  poUi^  of  removal 
bu  been  punued  by  treaty,  nentiated  bjr  persuaaion, 
Uigeu^,  il  gentlenien  please,  with  importonity.  Uiitthe 
compumm  of  State  legislatiun,  and  of  the  withdrawal  of 
the  |H«teetion  of  the  United  States,  wsa  never  before 
heard  of.  if  the  President  means  that  the  policy  of  re- 
moval oRdcr  thia  oompulBOn  is  thir^  yean  old,  I  do  not 
know  a  fact  on  whidi  his  proportion  can  itand  tor  a 
moment.  However  pursued,  the  policy  of  removal  had 
been  attended  with  limited  success.  Vast  tracts  of  land 
had  indeed  been  acquired  of  the  Southwestern  tribes,  but 
chiefly  by  bringing  their  settlements  within  narrower 
limits.  Between  die  yean  of  1809  and  1810*  about  one* 
third  of  the  Cberekeea  went  over  to  Arkansast  and  the 
hardships  and  suiferings  encountered  them  were  a 
chief  cause  why  tbdr  brethren,  the  residu'e  of  the  tribe, 
renited  every  inducement  held  out  to  perauade  them  also 
to  emigrate.  The  Choctaws,  by  the  treaty  of  Doak's 
Stand,  acquired  a  large  tract  of  country  between  the  Red 
river  and  the  Canadiant  but  would  not,  in  any  consider- 
able numbers,  emigrate  to  it.  In  1826,  a  psrt  of  the 
Creeka  wtn  forced,  by  the  convulnons  in  that  tribe,  to 
em^ratc^  unde^  the  treaty  of  :dttt  year,  bi  183^  tiw 
Choctaws  aod  ChickaMwa  aenta  depntatien  to  explore  the 
country  west  of  Arkansas,  which  returned  dtssatisfied  witii 
its  appeaimnce. 

>Vbile  the  policy  of  removal  was  gmng  on  with  tlus 
Gnuted  success,  that  of  cjviliution,  the  truly  bencvtdent 
policy,  was  much  more  prosperous.  The  attempt  to 
settle,  to  civilize,  and  to  christiaiuze  some  of  these  tribes 
•ucceeded  beyond  all  example.  If  the  accounts  of  their 
prcvioui  state  of  barbarisin  are  not  exagggerated,  the  an- 
nab  of  the  world  do  not,  to  my  knowledge,  present 
another  instance  of  improvement  so  rapid,  within  a  single 
genemtiont  unless  it  be  that  wlueh  has  be^n  effected,  by 
a  aimUar  agency,  in  the  Sandwich  Islands  within  the  last 
ten  years. 

Dutii^all  thetime  that  these  two  processeswere  going 
CH^  that  of  removal,  (declared  last  year  b^  the  President 
to  be  inconsistent  with  drtliziog  them,)  with  partial  suc- 
ecsat  Nid  that  of  settling  and  improving  their  condition, 
on  this  side  of  tht  Misaisnppi,  in  which  the  success  had 
been  rapid  and  signal,  no  attempt  was  made  to  encroach 
upon  their  lunited  independence.  The  right  of  the 
United  States  to  treat  wi&  them  was  not  qucsttoned;  the 
States  never  attempted  to  legislate  over  them;  and  the 
possessions  and  righu  guarantied  to  them  by  numerous 
treat)e%  were  coitudered  by  them  and  by '  us  >s  safe 
beneath  the  protection  of  the  national  &ith.  Bul^  \\ 
length,  under  the  late  administraiion  of  tlie  Gtenerml  Go- 
ycriimeiit,  the  Southwestern  States^  taking  advantage  of 
the  poUtical  weakness  of  thatadouniitration,  seemed  de- 
termined to  adventure  the  experiment,  how  &r  they  could 
to  effect,  by  a  new  course  of  State  legial^ion,  a  re- 
Tulutioa  in  the  Indian  pidicjr  of  the  country. 

Cacorgia  led  the  way.  In  1828,  she  passed  a  aoTMBaiy 
law,  to  take  effect  prospectively,  extending  her  jurisdic- 
tion, civU  and  chnuiial,  over  the  Indjtn  tribea  within  her 
linula.  In  1839,  this  law,  with  matt  apeoifie  pvoviaionib 
WM  re-enacted,  to  take  effe^  on  llw  111  day  of  June, 


1S30.  This  example  of  Georgia  was  imitated  by  Alabama 
and  Mississippi.    By  these  State  laws,  the  organization 

Creviously  existing  m  tlie  Indian  tribes  was  declared  un- 
kwfnl,  and  wu  annulled.  It  was  made  criminal  to  exer- 
cise any  fiincHon  of  Government  under  authority  derived 
from  the  tribet.  The  political  existence  of  tliese  com- 
munities was  accotdinfriy  dissolved,  and'  their  members 
declared  dtlzens  or  subjects  of  the  States.  What  a  con- 
trast, in  two  or  tiiree  years!  In  1826,  after  niany_ days' 
debate,  the  Legislature  of  Mis!iisa:|>pi  decided  that  it  bad 
no  right  to  pass  a  law  to  pursue  its  own  citizens,  beioff 
fugitive  debton,  into  the  Indian  country.  In  1839,  the 
same  SUte  extends  all  tti  lavs  over  the  Choctaw%  abro- 
gates their  Government,  and  denounces  the  punishment 
of  imprisonment  on  any  person  who  should  exercise  any 
office  under  the  authority  of  tlie  tribe. 

The  IfHiians,  as  was  natural,  looked  to  the  Government 
of  Uie  United  States  for  protection.  It  was  the  quarter 
whence  they  had  a  right  to  expect  it — where,  as  1  thin^ 
they  ought  to  have  found  it.  They  asked  to  be  protected , 
in  tiie  rights  and  possessions  guarantied  to  them  by  nu- 
merous treaties,  and  demanded  the  execution.  In  their 
favor,  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  governing  the 
intercourse  of  our  citizens  with  the  Indian  tribea.  Thejr 
came  first  to  ^  President,  deeming,  and  rig^itly,  that  it 
was  hia  duty  to  afford  them  this  protection.  They  knew 
him  to  be  the  supreme  executive  officer  of  the  Govem- 
ment{  UtaX,  as  such,  he  had  but  one  constitutional  duty  to 
perform  toward  the  treaties  and  laws — the  duty  of  exe<, 
cuting  them.  The  President  refused  to  afford  the  pro-' 
tection  demanded.  He  informed  them  that  he  had  no 
power,  in  his  view  of  the  rights  of  the  States,  to  proetit 
their  extending  their  laws  over  the  Indians;  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  one  of  his  communications  to  them, 
adds  dieTemark,  that  the  Presdent  hut  as  little  incGna>- 
tion  as  power  to  do  ao. 

When  thb  decision  of  Ae  Prealdetit  was  taken,  does 
not  certamly  appear.  On  the  23d  day  of  March,  1^, 
he  informed  a  delegation  of  Creek  Indians,  thsit,  if  they 
nsmained,  they  must  become  subject  Xp  the  law  of  Ala- 
bama. On  the  11th  of  April,  tlic  superintendent  of  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  oy  direction  of  tlie  Secretary  of 
War,  stated  to  the  Cherokee  delegation,  *'that  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  is  not  now  prepared  to  decide  the  question 
invfdved  in  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Geot^gja  to  irtiieb 
vou  refer,  in  vMeh  provision  is  made  fi»r  extending  the 
laws  of  Georjpa  over  your  people,  after  the  1st  of  June, 
1830.  It  is  a  question  wnlcli  will  doubtless  be  the  sub- 
ject of  congressional  inqniry,  and  what  is  proper  in  re- 
gard to  it  will  no  doubt  be  oi^ered  by  that  body. 

**In  regard  to  the  act  of  Georgia,  no  remedy  exists 
'short  of  one  which  Coi^r&as  alone  can  apply-" 

On  the  18th  of  the  sune  month,  a  letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  to  the  bune  delegationt  tcUs  tlicm,  in  the 
most  pontive  tenns,  that  the  lowiiw  must  submit  to  the 
SUte  laws. 

On  the  I4th  of  October,  the  Secretary,  writing  to  Go- 
vernor Forsyth,  uses  this  languid :  ,"  At  an  early  period, 

*  therefore,  when  this  question  arose,  the  Cherokees  were 

*  given  distinctly  to  unacrstand  that  it  was  not  witbin  the 

*  competency  or  power  of  the  Executive  to  call  in  ques<- 
'  tion  the  rigitt  of  Georgia  to  aKCrt  her  own  suUioritj'  witiw 
'  in  her  own  Bmlts;  and  tlic  Prendent  has  been  gratified  to 
'  witness  tbe  extent  to  which  a  principle  so  reasonable  in 

*  itself,  and  so  vitally  important  to  State  sovereign^,  h«i 

*  received  the  approbation  of  his  ftltow-c'itisens.  Tliis  oft 
^asserted  and  denied  right  beii^  settled,  on  the  side  id 
<die  SUte,  to  the  extent  tint  Executive  interference  could 
<  go^  it  was  expected  and  hoped  that  a  little  longer  conti- 

*  nuance  of  that  forbearance  which  (Seorgia  has  so  \oag 

*  indulged,  was  all  that  was  wanted  to  assure  to  her  the  pur- 

*  poses  and  objects  riie  had  before  herj  andafteranniinerp 
••oe»  to  wMcb  pMluithnipy  could  take  no  cxeeptioit.'* 
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Such  wu  the  bte  of  the  questioii  which  was  to  be  the 
•ubject  of  congresnonal  Inquiry.  In  what  ww  that  popu- 
lar aanction  had  been  given,  which  the  Preudent  appears 
to  have  taken  in  lieu  of  anjr  legiaUtirc  dedsioa  on  this 
question,  does  not  appear. 

At  the  ensuing  session  of  Congress,  a  memorial  was 
presented  to  this  House,  signed  hy  three  thousand  and 
eighty-five  individuals  of  the  Cherokee  tribe.  Another 
memorial  was  laid  upon  our  t^les  from  the  Creeks.  The 
subject  was  also  presented  to  ub  in  the  annual  raesMge  of 
the  president,  disclomng  a  state  of  facts  which  seen\rd  to 
require,  as  well  as  to  invite,  die  decisive  action  of  Con- 
gress. Finally,  the  public  mind  was  extensively  awaken- 
ed. Very  numerous  memorials,  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
voluUon  which  was  going  on  in  our  Indian  policy,  were 
tent  in  to  Congrew.  gcmie  of  these  (and  of  this  jsharacter 
vas  the  first  presented)  approved  the  change:  by  far  the 
greater  part  condemned  it. 

In  this  way,  the  question  of  the  right  of  the  State  to 
extend  her  laws  over  Indian  tribe^  in  contravention  of 
trtaties  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  was  brought 
before  Congress  in  the  fiillest  and  amplest  manner.  It 
was  not,  however,  directly  met'  The  President  had,  in 
the  recesa  of  Congress,  declared  that  he  could  not,  and 
vould  not,  enforce  the  treaties  and  bwa.  lite  Secretary  of 
War  had  almost  sneered  at  the  idea  that  the  Indians  could 
possess  rights  under  a  trem^  forty  years  old;  as  if  the  va- 
lidity of  a  treaty  were  impMied  by  the  length  of  time  its 
provisions  had  been  in  force.  But  the  treaties  were  still 
preserved  in  our  archives.  The  intercourse  law  founded 
upon  them  still  stood  unrepealed  on  the  statute  book;  and 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  proper  way  in  which  this  ques- 
tion was  to  be  met,  would  have  been  a  proposition  to  re- 
peal the  laws  and  abrogate  the  treaties. 

In  my  judgment,  there  was  an  errw  in  tihe  first  step 
taken  by  the  Prerident.    He  decided  a  question  which 
he  had  no  constitutional  competency  to  decide.  When 
the  first  movement  was  made  by  the  States,  he  diould 
have  interposed  to  maintun  the  treaties  and  enforce  the 
laws,  and  have  referred  the  sutyect  to  Congreaa.  What 
other  power  has  the  Executive  over  a  treaty  or  a  law,  but 
to  enforce  it  ^   The  principle  assumed  by  the  President 
and  by  the  Secretary  is,  uut,  whenever  the  Executive 
thinks  a  law  unconstitutional,  he  may  forbear  to  execute 
it.    Now,  bow  will  this  operate  on  other  questions.'  Sup- 
pose Tdr.  Adams  bad  thought  the  compact  of  1803  uncon- 
stitutional, (as  it  was  held  to  be  in  this  debate  last  winter 
by  a  Senator  from  Alabama,)  could  he  have  refused  to 
enforce  it — could  he  have  nrbome  to  expend  an  appro- 
priatiiHi  granted  to  carry  it  into  eifect.^   The  President 
has  pUnly  intimated  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
b  unconstitutional.    Is  he  thereby  authorized  to  put  it 
out  of  the  pale  of  the  law?    A  verv  respectable  portion 
of  the  community  regards  the  tarifr  as  unconstitutional, 
and  propositions  have  been  made  to  annul  it  by  the  au- 
thority of  a  State,  and  within  its  limits.    But  who  ever 
heard  that  the  Prendent  and  die  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury might  between  them  decbre  it  unconstitutional,  and, 
as  such,  null  and  void?   The  intercourse  law  was  passed, 
as  it  standi,  in  ISOSf  the  substance  of  it  was  enacted  in 
1791;  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  full  concurrence 
of  the  President,  lays  his  hand  on  this  law,  which  is  forty 
years  old,  tells  us  it  is  unconstitutional,  and,  as  such,  not 
obligatory. 

Let  us  but  consder  the  extravagance  of  this  doctrine. 
The  constitution  gives  to  the  President  a  veto  on  an  set 
of  Congress  in  its  passage;  and,  if  he  inthlioldB  his  ng- 
nature,  it  fiuls  to  become  a  law.  But,  even  without  the 
sanction  of  his  name,  without  the  Executive  concurrence 
which  may  be  withholden  on  the  very  ground  of  uncon 
(rtitutionality,  the  act  becomes  a  law  if  two-thirds  of  Con 
cress  adhere  to  it.  But  of  what  use  is  this  or  any  other 
Bimtitiai  on      exerdie  of  tht  Prcddcnt'j  reto^  if  ka 


may  annul  aiqr  law  and  all  dw  lawa  in  0ie  statute  book, 

on  the  nmple  opinion  that  they  are  unconstitutional^ 

But  what,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the  President  to  do' 
Sow  is  he  to  proceed  with  an  unconstitutional  law?  I 
answer  this  question,  by  asking  anotheri  how  is  he  buUi» 
rized  to  arrive  at  the  concluBir)n  that  a  law  is  unconstitu- 
tionat?  Is  he  created  by  the  constitution  a  functionary  to 
pass,  oti  the  unconstitutionality  of  laws'  1  can  find  no 
such  now  mven  lum  in  the  constitution-  It  is  one  thing 
for  a  law  to  be  iseertained  and  declared  unecmstitutionaL 
by  the  competent  tribunal,  and  another  thing  for  it  to  be 
Uiought  unconstitutional,  by  any  citiscn  Of  officer  called 
on -to  obey  or  to  enforce  it  I'he  citizen  is  not  bound  to 
obey  an  unconstitutional  law :  for  it  is  no  law.  But,  if  be 
undertakes  to  disobey  a  law,  because,  in  his  private  jut^ 
ment,  it  is  unconstitutional,  it  is  at  his  risk  and  peril}  and 
it  will  not  probably  be  long  beftwe  aoote  process  of  bw 
will  teach  him  that  be  is  not  authorized  finally  to  adjudi* 
cate  such  a  question.  An  executive  officer,  high  or  low, 
is  certainly  not.  bound  to  execute  an  nnconstitutkmsl  la«i 
but  his  simply  **i««Ving  it  to  be  uneoostUiitionsJ,  is  a  Teiy 
different  affair. 

Suppose  a  collector  should  think  the  tariff  unconstitn- 
tiona^  could  he  fin-bear  to  collect  the  duty?  Could  the 
'Secr^ary  of  the  Treasury,  lu^ngthe  same  t^inion,  r«- 
mit  the  duty.'  Could  tike  Preskknt  direct  hb  Secretaty 
to  remit  it.' 

In  the  Government  under  which  we  live,  a  power  b 
provided  to  pass  on  the  constitutionality  of  bws.  The 
Pre«dent  ts  not  that  tribunal.  His  office  is  executive. 
The  opmion  he  holds  of  the  constitutionality  oi  a  law, 
(except  when  called  to  ngn  it  on  its  passage,)  he  holds 
not  officially,  but  as  any  other  citizen,  at  his  peril;  and, 
as  it  U  his  sworn  duty  to  execute-the  bws,  if  he  refuses 
to  execute  a  law,  for  whatever  causey  he  is  guilty  of  a 
high  breach  of  offioal  ^Xj,  (wmnuu  nn  impeachable 
offence.  It  b  the  pronnce  tjS  thb  Bouse  to  hud  lam.  to 
hU  duty. 

There  is  no  end  to  the  absurd  consequences  which 
would  flow  fn»n  an  <^»poSite  principle.  To  what  would 
it  not  lead?  If  the  Prendent  may  annul  a  bw  which  be 
dtinks  unconstitutional,  the  Secretary  nuy  annul  another 
which  he  thinks  unconstitutional)  and  so  may  any  of  hb 
clerks.  The  Clerk  of  your  House  may  refuse  to  wiy  a 
bill  which  you  pass  to  the  Senate,  if  he  thinks  it  uncon- 
stitutional;  fM,  in  that  case,  it  u  no  more  a  bw,  on  tbb 
principle,  than  ait  old  newspaper.  And,  if  gentlenwn 
contend  that  they  reserve  to  the  President  alone  thb  dis- 
pensing power  of  refuung  to  execute  bws  whi<^  in  bb 
private  judgment  are  unconstitutional,  they  merely  give 
us,  instead  of  the  anarchy  which  would  arise  from  ite  be- 
ing posaraed  by  all  the  executive  officers,  a  perfect 
OrienUl  despotism,  produced  by  imparting  it  to  one. 

We  have  neud  a  good  deal  said  about  nuliification,  and 
no  small  opprobrium  attached  to  the  word-  Has  it  never 
occurred  to  some  gentlemen,  willing  enoui^  to  stigmatise 
that  dootrine,  that  they  themselves  have  lent  their  oau» 
tenance  to  the  same  doctrme,  net  in  theory  alone,  but  in 
practice?  Geoigia  orders  a  survey  of  the  Cherokee 
buds.  The  bw  of  1803  makes  it  h^ly  penal  to  survey 
bnds  belon^ng  or  secured  to  Indbn  tribes  by  treaty.  It 
subjects  those  who  trangress  the  law  to  a  thousand  dollars 
fine  and  twelve  months'  imprisonment,  and  authorizes  the 
Prendent  to  call  out  a  military  force  to  execute  the  bw. 
The  Prendent  teUs  all  ctmccmed  titat  he  will  not  enforce 
the  bw,  because  1m  dunks  it  uncouRitutionaL  Is  not 
that  Buffificaition?  The  conveidioa  of  the  judges  of 
Georgb  decide  all  Indbn  treaties  to  be  utieonstitutionaL 
Is  not  that  nullification?  And  yet,  if  I  mwtake  not,  pro- 
pontions  have  been  made  in  the  quarter  where  thb  nulE- 
fication  is  practised  by  wholesale,  to  censure  the  doctrine 
as  theoretically  advanced  in  a  neighboring  SUte. 
I  hare  reasrked  that  the  direct  way  to  nwet  thb  ques- 
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tion  would  have  been  to  pn^me  a  lav  abrogating  the 
treaties  and  repeating-  the  intereoune  law  of  1S02.  But 
a  Afferent  course  wm  pursued.  A  bill  was  presented, 
th\j  drawn  and  carefully  worded,  so  as  to  leave  this  qaes- 
tioB  entirely  aside:  Ahhou^  the  bill  wm  an  int^^l  part 
of  the  policy  of  the  States,  designed  to  co-operate  with 
it,  and  in  fact  built  upon  it  as  upon  a  foundatioo,  it  was 
so  worded  as  not,  in  tetnii^  to  afford  H  any  sanction.  We 
were  (Aligcd  to  go  to  the  President's  message,  and  to  the 
reporUor  the  eommittecs  of  the  two  Houses  a€  Congress, 
to  ascertain  its  character.  We  did  sot  artd  we  discussed 
the  policy,  as  it  discovered  itself  in  those  documents. 

But,  harmless  as  the  bill  was  in  its  terms,  it  could  not 
have  passed,  but  for  the  amendment  mored  by  the  e>en- 
tlemsn  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Raxsct,]  by  which 
amendment  it  was  provided  that  "nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained dial)  be  cMistnied  as  authorizing  or  directing  the 
Eolation  of  any  treaties  exi^ng  between  tiie  United 
Sutes  and  any  Indian  tribe."  I  wis  perfectly  well  per- 
suaded, at  the  time,  that  this  proviso  would  be  without 
practical  effect,  but  it  saved  the  bill  from  being  lostt  snd 
now,  fram  wie  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  this  pro- 
viso is  held  up  to  ^w  that  the  Indian  bill  of  last  winter 
does  not  sanction  the  coRipalsotr  removal  <^  the  Indians) 
that  tlie  treaties  are  to  be  held  inviolstei  and-tbat  the 
Indiiins  are  to  be  protected  in  their  rights^  all  the  while 
that  itis  perfectly  notorious,  as  1  shall  <ktnonstrate  before 
1  lit  down,  that  the  ImUaos  are  not  to  be  proteetedf  that 
the  tremttei  are  mlatedi  and  that  this  proviso  is  k  dead 
letter. 

Tlie  bin  passed,  we  all  remember  how,  under  the  se- 
verest eoereton  by  the  previous  question,  that  I  have  ever 
known,  applied,  to<^  for  the  purpose  of  shutting  out  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  firam  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
HEMraiLL,]  the  object  of  which  wu  to  obtain  information 
in  respect  to  the  character  of  the  country  to  which  the 
Indians  were  to  be  removed.  For  1  beg  it  may  be  re- 
collected, after  all  we  have  heard  of  the  factious  course 
pursued,  by  the  nunority,  that  all  we  asked  was  the  adop* 
turn  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentlonan  from  Fenn^lva* 
nia,  which  proposed  to  send  a  respectable  eommisuon  into 
this  region,  to  see  if  it"  be  fit  for  the  habitation  of  the  fel- 
low-beings whom  we  are  driving  from  their  homes;  and 
tlut  this  -was  df  nied  us.  Still  the  act  seemed  to  promise 
aomething  to  the  Indians,  for  it  bore  on  its  fiu:e,  that  the 
treaties  were  not  to  be  violated.  The  money  whicli  it 
granted  was  granted  conditionally:  the  condition  was  con- 
tained in  a  prorisoi  and,  if  that  proviso  were  not  acted  up 
to,  no  appropriation  was  made,  and  no  expenditure  was 
lawful.  Just  twot  or  petbips  three  dws  after  the  passage 
of  the  act,  the  Oeoi^a  laws  took  emet  and  went  into 
operation  over  all  the  Indiana  inehided  within  the  nominal 
Doundarit»  of  the  State. 

And  here  I  reach  a  part  of  the  su^ect,  on  which  I 
dwell  with  great  pain — the  legation  of  Georgia  over  the 
Clierokees.  It  is  my  duty  to  inquire  into  the  chanwterof 
Ae  Geoi^ia  laws^  against  which  our  ioterierence  is  in- 
voked, and  our  protection  demanded.  I  speak  of  the 
laws  of  Georgia  individually,  and  not  of  tite  other  States 
who  have  extended  their  jurisdiction  over  the  Indians, 
because  the  legislation  of  Georgia  is  better  known.  I  do 
not  sinifte  out  her  laws  invidiously.  Neither  do  I  pretend 
an  acquaintance  with  herwhole  code.  I  have  not  seen  it. 
A  few  laws  only,  that  form  a  part  of  it,  have  come  to  my 
knowled^;  but  these  are  suffident  to  establish  my  propu> 
ntkm,  that  tbeae  Indians  have  great  and  juat  cause  to  look 
to  us  for  protection. 

I  will  first  speak  of  the  effect  of  the  Georgia  legislation 
upon  the  Cherokee  Government.  The  Cherok«e>,  sir, 
luive  a  very  respectable  representative  Government;  re- 
aipcctai>te  in  its  character)  respectaUe  in  its  origin.  The 
first  sketch  of  it  proceeded  from  the  same  peu  that  draught- 
ed our  own  declaration     independence.   In  1809,  Mr. 


Jefferson  gave  thik  peoj^  the  first  ekmenta  of  a  mtem 
of  goremment,  adapted  to  th«r  condition,  wlueh:  I  will 
venture  to  read  to  the  House. 

"  My  e&iidren,  dtputiea  of  the  Cherokee  Upper  Tbuma- 
Y I  have  maturely  considered  the  ipeeMea  you  hare 
delivered  me,  and  will  now  ^fc  you  anawexs  to  tbe  sere* 
ral  matters  they  contain. 

*' You  inform  me  of  your  amtioua  derires  to  engage  in 
the  industrious  pursuilB  of  i^prlculture  and  dviUzed  lifof 
that,  finding  it  i.-npracticable  to  induce  the  nation  at  large 
to  join  in  this,  you  wish  a  line  of  separation  to  be  Mt^ 
blished  between  the  Upper  and  Lower  Towns,  so  as  to 
include  all  the  waters  of  the  Hiwassee-in  your  psrt;  and 
that  having  thus  contracted  your  society  within  narrows 
limits,  you  propose,  witiiin  these,  to  begin  the  estabfiah^ 
ment  of  fixed  laws  and  of  regular  Govermnent.  You  wuf, 
that  the  Low»  Towns  are  satisfied  with  the  ^vinon  you 
propose,  and  on  these  ferenl  Diattenyoua^  my  advice 
and  aid. 

■'With  respect  to  the  line  of  dlvidon  between  yoor* 
selves  and  the  Lower  Towns,  it  must  rest  mi  the  joint  con- 
sent of  both  parties.  The  one  you  propose  appears 
moderate,  reasonable,  and  well  defined!  we  are  willing  U 
recognise  those  on  each  side  of  that  fine  as  distinct  sode- 
ties,  and  if  our  aid  shall  be  neceasary  to  mark  it  more 
plainly  than  nature  has  done,  you  riiall  have  it  I  think 
with  you,  that,  on  this  reduced  scale,  it  will  be  more  easy 
for  you  to  intK>duce  the  regular  administration  of  taws. 

"  In  proceeding  to  the  establishment  of  laws,  you  wish 
to  adopt  them  froon  oui%  and  such  only  for  the  present  as 
suit  your  present  condition;  chiefly^  indeed,  dioae  for  the 
punishment  of  crimes  and  the  protection  of  property. 
But  who  is  to  determine  wtueh  of  our  laws  suit  your  condW 
tion,  and  shall  be  in  force  with  you?  All  of  you  bring 
equally  free,  no  one  has  a  right  to  say  what  shall  be  law  for 
the  others.  Our  way  is  to  put  these  questions  to  the  vote, 
and  to  consider  that  as  law  for  whidi  the  majority  votes— 
the  fool  has  as^pvat  a  right  to  express  his  opinion  by  vote 
as  the  wise,  because  he  is  equally  free,  and  equally  ma»< 
ter  of  lumself.  But  aa  it  would  be  inconvenient  for 
alt  your  men  to  meet  in  one  place,  would  K  not  be  better 
for  every  town  to  do  as  we  do — that  is  to  say:  Choose  by 
the  vote  of  the  majority  of  the  town,  and  of  the  country  peo- 
ple hearer  to  that  than  to  any  other  town,  one,  two,  thre^ 
or  more,  according  to  the  size  of  the  town,  of  those 
whom  each  voter  thinks  the  wisest  and  honestest  men  of 
their  place,  and  let  these  meet  together,  uid  agree  which 
of  our  lam  suit  them.  But  tiiese  men  know  nothing  of 
our  laws.  How  then  can  they  know  which  to  adopt? 
Let  them  associate  in  their  council  our  beloved  nwnlivmg 
with  them.  Colonel  Heigs,  and  he  will  tell  them  what  our 
law  is  on  any  point  they  desire.  He  will  inform  them  also 
of  our  methods  of  dung  bunnesa  in  our  councils,  so  as  to 
preserve  order,  and  to  obtain  the  vote  of  every  membw 
Qiirly.  This  council  can  make  a  law  for  giving  to  every 
beadofa&mily  aseparate  parcel  of  land,  which,  wl)enb« 
has  biult  upon  and  improved,  it  shall  bekHig  to  lilm  and 
descendants  forever,  andwUck  the  nation  itself  shall  have 
no  right  to  sell  from  under  his  feet.  They  will  determine, 
too,  what  "punishment  shall  be  inflicted  for  every  crime. 
In  our  States  generally,  we  punish  murder  only  by  death. 
Mid  all  other  crimes  bv  solitary  confinement  in  a  prison. 

"  But  when  you  snail  have  adopted  lawa,  who  are  to 
execute  them?  Perhaps  it  may  be  best  to  permit  every 
town*  and  the  eettiers  in  its  nrighborhood  attached  to  it;  to 
select  some  of  their  best  men,  by  a  majority  of  its  vater% 
to  be  judges  in  all  diff*creaces,  and  to  execute  ^e  law  ac- 
cording to  their  own  judgment!  TTouT  council  of  repre> 
sentatives  will  decide  on  this,  or  such  other  mode  as  may 
best  suit  you.  1  stiggest  these  things,  my  children,  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Upper  Towns  of  your  nation,  to  be 
decided  on  as  thi'y  think  best,  and  I  nncerely  wish  you 
may  succeed  in  your  laudable  endmvpr*  to  saw  the  rc> 
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imint  of  your  ration,  by  adopting  induatrioui  occupations 
•nd  a  Gorernment  of  regular  laws.  In  thia  yoii  may  rely 
on  tha  counael  and  assistance  of  the  Government  of  the 
Uiuted  States.  Deliver  these  words  to  ^oor  people  in 
ny  tnme,  and  aSKire  them  of  my  friendship. 

"THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

••Ja»c*bt  9,  1809." 

In  1817(  this  Government  received  the  sanction  of  the 
United  States,  in  a  treaty  negotiated  in  that  year  by  the 
present  Chief  Uagistrate,  as  a  comniiBNoner  ptenipoten- 
tianr  for  that  purpose.  In  the  preamble  to  this  treaty,  the 
incideiita  of  1809  are  alluded  to*  the  purpoae  of  the  Che- 
r^:ee»  who  remained  on  tlus  aide  of  the  Missiasippi,  to 
bqpn  the  cstablidittient  of  fixed  laws  and  a  regular  Go- 
Tcmi^ent,  is  recognised,  together  with  the  promise,  made 
by  Hr.  Jefferson,  of  the  patrona«;e,  aid,  and  good  neigh- 
borhood of  the  United  States,  alike  totliose  who  emigrat- 
ed and  those  who  staid  behind.  This  treaty  was  unani- 
mously ratified  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  Thus 
originated  and  thus  confirmed,  the  C  berokee  Cioveroment 
Hibacquently  SMumed  a  bighljr  r^;ular  (nmtk,  and  an  im- 
proTcd  orgu^aalion.  Its  practical  operation  was  excellent, 
and  it  did  the  United  States  no  harm,  because  it  was  as- 
Mimtd  aa  the  prindple  of  our  Government,  that  no  cliange 
was  to  be  wrou^t  by  the  improved  institutions  of  the 
Cberokees  on  Uieir  reUtioas  with  us. 

Of  the  orderiy  and  becoming  manner  in  wluch  the  Che- 
fokee  Oovcmmeat  was  conducted,  we  have  the  aatitfactory 
teatimiHiy  of  Measrs.  Campbell  and  Heinrether,  wtra 
vent  among  them  to  negotiate  a  treaty  in  1833.  I  read  an 
extract  from  a  letter  addressed  by  them  to  the  council 
of  the  Cberokee  nation,  dated  Newtown*  16th  October, 
1823: 

"Friends  and  hrothen:  IVe  are  happy  that  a  abort 
■tiina  has  been  consumed  in  the  correspoodBnce  between 
'  you  and  the  State  commiawonert. 

**  This  haa  afforded  na  an  opportaiuty  of  becoming  pu^ 

*  tially  acquidnted  with  Bereru  nwmbert  of  dua  council. 

*  For  the  whole  body  we  entertain  a  high  respect,  and  we 

■  trust  that  with  lomc  of  you  we  hare  cimtracted  indivi- 

■  dual  fricndshipiL.    In  saying  this,  we  do  no  violence  to 

*  our  feelings,  neither  do  we  lower  the  elevated  character 

*  of  the  United  States,    people  who  liave  never  seen  you, 

*  know  but  htUe     your  progress  in  the  arts  of  dviftaed 

*  life,  and  of  the  regular  and  hecMiiing  manner  in  which 

*  your  affairs  are  ctmductcd. 

"Tour  improvement  reflects  the  greatest  credit  upon 

*  youraelvei^  and  upon  the  Government  by  which  you 
'  have  been  improved  and  fostered." 

Such  wasand  isthe  Cherokee  Ghivemment  wluch  Geor- 
gia hu  avowed  her  purpose*  by  one  sweeping  act  of  le- 
gi^^i<m,  to  put  down.  That  State  has  enacted  a  law 
making  A  hi^ly  penal  to  exernae  any  of  the  functions  of 
ttda  ^nremment.  Chiefs*  heaihnent  memben  of  the 
eoundl,  Judidal  and  executive  officers,  are  all  aubject  to 
four  yeara*  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary,  if  they  pre- 
sume to  exercise  any  of  the  functions  of  Government 
within  their  own  tribe,  aud  under  tiiat  constitution  which 
ve  orinnally  and  repeatedly  exhorted  them  to  frame. 

In  this  way  the  gnatcst  confusion  is  at  once  introduced 
into  the  concerns  of  this  unliappy  people.  11)«r  own 
Gorernment  is  outUwed,  and  it  is  made  hij^jr  penal  to 
execute  iu  fiinetionb  The  protection  ofthe  United  states 
is  withdrawn,  because  Georgia  has  extended  her  Jaws 
over  the  Indians;  and  Georf^  herself,  although  asserting, 
and  in  many  respects  exercising,  her  jurisdiction,  has  not 
yet  organized  it  in  such  a  maiirier  as  to  keep  tlie  peace 
amoiw  this  afflicted  race.  Their  system  of  Government, 
imtead  of  bong  regarded  aa  almost  alt  GovernmmtB,  Iww- 
ever  defectire,  are  entitled  to  be,  ^s  an  Institution  neces- 

bt  to  be 
a  9(ib- 


Miy  fvtha  weUbcinff  of  the  petmlc,  which  otuch 
treated  with  tcndrnteas,  ind-not  be  destroyed  tiU 


stitiite  is  provided,  has  been  abated  and  broken  down  aa 
a  nuisance. 

But  among  the  laws  of  Gcoi^ia,  extended  over  the 
Cberokees,  there  are  some  which,  from  their  nature, 
must  take  an  immediate  ^ectt  and  among  these  I  cannot 
but  notioe  seTeral  vhoae  operation  must  oe  aa  injurious 
to  the  welftre  of  the  Indians,  aa  the  entire  natem  ia  de- 
structive of  their  rights.  At  the  late  session  of  the  Geor^ 
Legislature,  a  law  waapasae^  "  that  no  Cherokee  Indian 
sh<mld  be  bound  by  any  contract,  hereafter  to  be  entered 
into,  with  a  white  person  or  personat  nor  sliall  any  In- 
dian be  liable  to  be  fined  in  any  of  the  courts  of  law  or 
equity  in  this  State,  on  nieh  a  contract.*'  1  am  aware 
tliat  bwa  of  thu  khtd  have  been  found  necenary  among 
the  dwindling  remnants  of  tribes,  in  some  of  the  Sbitra, 
whoae  members  are  so  degenerate  that  they  are  unable 
to  preserve,  against  the  arts  of  corrupt  wlute  men,  the 
little  property  they  possess.  But  among  the  Cherokee* 
are  men  of  intelligence  and  shrewdness,  who  have  acquir- 
ed and  possess  large  accumulations  of  property — houses, 
shops,  plantations,  stock,  nuU^  ferrie^  and  other  valuable 
possessKHUt  men  who  understand  property  and  its  uses  as 
well  as  we  do»  and  who  need  all  the  laws  which  property 
requires  for  its  judicious  management.  Notwithstanding 
this,  Georgia,  at  one  blow,  makes  aU  these  people  incapa- 
ble of  contracting.  Men  as  competent  aa  ouraelvea  to  all 
buunesa  tnuiBkctioos,  are  reduced  by  •  sweeping  law  to  ft 
sute  of  pupilage. 

[Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Geoivia,  ex^oed,  that  this  lav 
was  passed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  to  prevent  their 
being  imposed  M.  That  it  did  not  release  white  men 
from  tbdir  engagementa  to  IndiaMk  butlnffians  from  their 
engagements  to  white  men.] 

I  understood  and  stated  tlie  law,  aud  Mr.  E.,  precisely 
aa  the  gentieman  from  Georgia  states  it.  I  know  this 
character  may  be  churned  for  the  law.  But  how  docs  it 
seek  tiie  benefit  of  the  Indians?  By  redncing  them  to  a 
state  of  nunority.  Sir;  it  is  for  die  ben^  and  protccUan 
of  children,  that  tiicy  are  un^le  to  eontraett  but  still 
they  are  children,  and  the  law  holds  them  to  thcir  inbncy. 
And  what  sort  of  a  boon  is  it  to  men  tiS  large  pnmerty  and 
active  dealings,  to  pass  a  law  releasing  Uiera  from  their 
contracts?  Does  it  not  directly  follow,  that,  if  tlicy  can- 
not be  held  to  their  contracts,  no  one  will  contract  with 
tliem)  and  that  the  apparent  limitation  of  the  lav*  vindi 
exempts  the  Indian,  while  it  binds  the  white  man,  ia  ilhi- 
soryt  fisr  irtio  will  contract  with  a  person  who  is,  by  bw* 
exonerated  fhan  compliance  with  ms  engagements?  Sudi 
a  law  can  have  no  other  effect  among  Indians  titan  amoi^ 
white  mem  and  what  would  be  the  effect  on  the  busineai 
of  a  community  of  white  men,  to  enact  a  law  releasng 
tiiem  from  all  engagements  into  which  they  might  enter? 

By  tlie  law  of  Gcor^a,  of  1829,  tlie  testimony  f>f  aa 
Indian  was  declared  inaidmissy>le  in  any  case  in  which  a 
wUte  man  is  a  party.  This  lav  was  generally  condemned 
during  the  discusuons  of  last  year.  The  objections  taken 
to  it  were  declared  by  some  oftiie  advocates  of  the  course 
pursued  by  (Seorgia  to  be  unreasonable,  captions,  and 
groundless,  and  were  set  down  to  the  score  of  morbitl  sen- 
sibility and  political  phiknthropy.  Now,  wliat  has  been  the 
practical  operation  of  tiiis  feature  in  the  Georgia  law  *  Go- 
vernor Gilmer  thus  describes  itin  bis  message,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  late  sesMon  of  the  Georgia  Legislature: 

"It  is  also  due  to  our  Indian  people,  that  that  proviiion 
<  in  tlie  law  of  1839  ^ould  be  repealed,  which  prevents 

*  Indians,  and  the  deacendanis  of  Indians,  from  being'  com- 
'  petent  witnesses  in  tlie  courts  of  the  State,  in  cases 
'  where  a  white  man  is  a  party.  The  present  lnw  exposes 
'  them  to  great  oppression,  while  its  repeal  would  pmba* 

*  biy  injure  no  one-    Attempts  hate  been  maile  to  strip 

*  litem  of  thdr  propcrtv-  by  forged  contracts,  became  of 
■  the  inposaitHfity  <tf  defendinff  thrir  rq^la,  by  the  testi- 
'  mony  of  those  who  alone  can  Know  them.  And  alttiougb 
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*  the  moral  ieclitif^  of  our  Trontier  commuiiitjr  liw  been 
*too  correct  to  permit  auch  inhmout  proceedint^  to 

*  effect  their  ends  yet  the  chirtcter  oT  our  le^dtition 

*  foF  justice  requires  tlwt  the  rif^ts  of  those  people 

*  ^uwld  not  be  exposed  to  such  dangvr." 

Such  is  tlie  character  which  (lovemor  Gilmer  g\ve»  of 
this  Uw«  and  of  its  operation.  I  have  heard  some  details 
of  the  oppresnonsto  wiiich  he  alhides.  I  hare  no  reason 
to  doubt  (heir  truth  1  but  I  will  uot  repeat  them  to  Uic 
Houae^  wilhoiit  TOtichers  to  support  them.  I  will  only 
add,  that  this  law  rejecting  the  testimony  of  Indians,  r- 
HMins  unrepealed;  and  that  their  ri^ts  inA  property  are 
atSlI  depentient  on  **  the  moral  feeling  of  the  frontier  cora> 
munity"  of  Georfpa.  That  frontier  community  must  have 
better  fetrlioKS  and  principle*  than  usuall)  actuate  a  part 
of  erery  cnmmnnit)-,  if,  in  tlie  continued  operation  of 
tliislaw,  the  Indians  are  notMibjectedtothenrastgrieiroua 
oppresnons. 

I  will  mention  another  law  of  the  new  code.  Its  dtv^fn 
may  be  imperfectly  apprehended  by  me:  and  if  I  err  in 
the  motive  for  which  1  suppose  it  was  enacted,  1  hope  1 
shall  be  excused,  on  the  ground  of  the  great  difficulty  of 
picking  up  here  and  there — one  law  in  this  newspaper, 
and  another  in  that — the  information  which,  as  it  seems 
to  me,  iNight  to  have  been  spread  before  us,  in  an  ample 
detail,  to  enlighten  and  guide  uiir  legislation.  The  Uw 
to  which  I  alTade,  subjects  all  wlute  persons,  who  shall 
reside  within  the  Cherokee  country  iritiiout  •  pennit 
from  the  Governor  of  Geo^a,  or  such  sgent  as  the  Go- 
vernor shall  authorize,  and  who  shall  not  have  taken  an 
oath  of  allegiance  as  a  citizen  of  Georgia,  to  four  years' 
imprisonment  at  hard  labor  in  the  penitentiary.  Now,  I 
ahouM  be  glail  to  be  informed  where,  on  her  own  prin- 
ciples, Geui^  gets  the  right  to  exact  such  an  oath  iVom 
all  persona  resident  on  her  soil,  granting  the  Cherokee 
country  to  be  her  soil.  The  constitution  of  the  United 
States  gives  Georgia  no  such  right.  It  is  there  provided, 
that  *<  tite  citizens  of  each  State  shall  he  entitled  to  aH  the 
privllegcaand  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  several  States." 
Grant  that  the  countn*  is  subject  to  her  laws;  what  right 
has  she  to  tender  to  the  citizens  of  another  State  an  oath 
of  allegiance  as  citizens  of  Georgia^  If  I  go  to  Savannah 
or  Milledgevillc,  and  demean  myself  peaceably,  1  wish  to 
know  what  ri(^t,  under  the  constitatton,  Georcr**  pos- 
sesses to  stmt  me  up  to  hard  labor  in  her  penitentiary,  if 
1  will  not  Uke  an  oath,  as  a  citizen  of  that  State.*  1  am 
told  that  this  law  is  intended  to  strike  at  the  missionaries. 
1  do  not  assert  the  £ict,  nor  ascribe  motives  to  men  or 
bodies  of  men.  If  this  is  its  design,  as  it  will  unquestiona- 
bly be  its  eflec^  I  tmit  it  will  be  borne  in  msml  tint  the 
manonartes  were  introduced  into  the  Cherokee  nation 
under  very  respectable  auspices.  It  was  during  the  ad- 
ninistratiim  of  Mr.  Ifadison,  and  with  the  express  consent 
and  approbation  of  itr.  Crawford,  while  this  gentleman 
held  the  office  of  Secretary  of  War.  His  letter  to  Mr. 
Kingsbury,  to  this  effeel,  is  among  the  documents  for- 
meny  commimicated  to  the  House.  The  missloiiariei  were 
then  promised  tlic  protection,  cmmtenance,  and  co-opera- 
tkin  of  the  Government;  and  the  annuid  appropriation  for 
civilizii^  the  Indiana  was  recommended  to  be  made,  and 
has  been  applied  in  furtherance  of  theff  operations.  Tliey 
are,  to  say  the  very  least,  ui'  innocent  and  harmlesa  ctan 
of  men.  They  expressly  disclaim  having  interfered  in  the 
politiif'  >1  relations  of  the  Cherokees  with  the  United  States. 
Tbev  have  uiu]uestioiihbIy  been  the  instruments  of  great 
good.  If  tlris  region,  and  its  ilMkted  inhabitants,  were 
■wallowed  up  to-morrow  by  an  earthquake,  ami  sunk 
fnim  existence,  the  miarionarica  wouM  nave  left  monu- 
ments of  their  benevolent  labar>,  which  witt  but  as  loi^ 

*  ara  tlw  ttnat  of  ifa>  aaikt  **  I,  A<  B.,  dd  Mlnnn>r  twtat, 

«r  aflriii,  ■*  Ibv  OMf  k>-,  ilut  1  will  Mppori  aad  deMnid  the 
eontliiuiiuii  uI  Uevrfis,  Kud  auri^ilf  4riwnui  mjwiM  m  a  eiUmi 


as  the  history  Or  the  memory  of  this  geueratiim  Iwats;  yes, 
air,  as  lung  as  the  earth  and  the  heavens  shall  last.*  The 
law  I  have  quoted  i>  supposed  to  aim  at  ituAe  exclusion. 

Thus  far  it  is  possible  that  Geoixift  (snd  I  again  be; 
leave  to  say  that  I  name  that  State  uot  invidioudy)  may 
be  thoiiglit  by  some  persons  not  to  have  gone  beyond 
some  abstract  right  of  civil  jurisdiction,  capable  of  behi; 
reconciled  with  a  **  possessor  j4ght,"  in  which  the  Indi- 
ans were  promised  by  the  Executive  to  be  protected. 
But  Georgia  has  not  stopped  here.  In  the  course  of  the 
year  1839,  it  was  fonnd  that  this  region  posses.^],  and 
probably  in  abundance,  veins  of  gold.  As  soon  as  this 
(tiscovery  via  made,  intruders  from  every  quarter,  and 
from  all  the  States  in  the  neighborhood,  nocked  into  the 
gold  region,  and  overran  tlie  land.  I'be  Indians  demand-, 
ed  their  removal  by  the  i^nt.  The  agent  referred  the 
case  to  the  Secretary  of  AVar,  and  the  Secretary  of  War 
gave  the  requisite  orders  for  their  removal.  This  took 
place  before  tlie  1st  day  of  June,  1830.  That  day  the 
laws  of  Georgia  took  effect  And  very  shortly  afterwards 
I  read  a  proclamation  in  the  papers,  proceeding  ftom  a 
gentleman  whom  I  most  highly  respect,  tlic  present  Go- 
vernor of  Oeor^n,  and  which  appeared  to  be  ofa  character 
so  strange  and  unexpected,  tliat  I  could  scarcely  credit 
my  sennes  as  I  read  it.  Let  me  read  a  portion  of  this  pro- 
clamation to  the  Ilotise,  which  bears  date  Sd  June,  ISSU. 

**  Whereas  it  has  been  discovered  tliatthe  Unds  in  die 

*  territory  now  occupied  by  the  Cherokee  Indians,  with- 
'  in  the  limits  of  this  State,  abound  with  valuable  minenil|s 

*  and  espeeially  gold:  and  whereas  the  Slate  of  Georgia 
<  has  the  fee  simple  title  to  flnid  lundt,  and  the  entire  and 

*  exclusive  property  of  the  gold  and  silver  therein:  and 

*  whereas  numerous  persons,  citizens  of  this  and  other 
*■  States,  togetlier  with  tiic  Inman  occitpants  of  said  lerri- 
'  tory,  taking  advantage  of  the  Uw  of  this  State,  by  which 

*  its  jurisdiction  over  said  territory  was  not  amiiuied  until 
'  the  tflt  day  of  June  last  pant,  have  been  engatfed  in  dig' 
*gingfor  gold  in  said  Uml, '\nd  taking  thrref'rDm  grtat 
'  amounts  in  value,  thereby  appropriating  ricliu  to  tncm- 
■  selves,  which,  of  right,  equally  bclii)ig4:i)  to  every  other 

*  citizen  of  the  State, 'and  in  violation  of  tlic  rifrhts  of  the 

*  Sl8te,andtu  die  injury  of  itspul>licrcsoiircC3,"&c.  And 
then  the  Go\-emor  warns  **  all  pctsons,  whether  citizens 
'  of  tliis  or  odier  States,  or  Indian  occupants,  to  cease  all 
'  further  trespass  on  the  landu  of  tlits  Stale,  and  especially 

*  from  taking  any  gold  or  silver  from  tlic  land^  iiicluthnl 
'  witliin  the  territory  occupied  by  the  CTIicrokce  Indians," 
&e.  All  further  trespass  on  their  own  lands,  and  all  fur- 
ther digging  for  tlieir  own  gold! 

It  is  true  the  Governor,  in  his  messapfe  at  the  opening 
of  the  latesesMon  (^tlie  Lej^alature  of  (ieor^ia,  attempts 
tojiLttify  this  strange  pretension.  "The  right  thus  as- 
serted," says  he,  "  «  as  stipposed  to  be  established  by 
the  customary  law  of  all  the  Europeatt  nations  who  iiuide 
discoveries,  or  formed  colonies,  oti  the  cuntiiicitt,  by  the 
fee  simple  or  allodial  title,  which  beloni^s  to  the  State,  to 
nil  lands  within  its  limits,  not  already  gr;inted  away,  and 
the  absence  of  all'right  in  the  Indians,  they  never  luiving 
«ppr(q>riated  the  imnend  riches  of  the  earth  to  tlicir  own 
use."  Neither  had  Georgia  appropriated  these  mines  by 
occiipaiion.  As  soon  as  the  Cliemkecs  knew  tbclr  exist- 
eitee,  they  proceeded  to  t*ke  poss^Siion  of,  and  to  wort 
(hem,  till  they  were  ilriven  away  by  the  I;iws  of  Gcortf^a, 
and  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  ^^'hat  force  tlirre 
can  be  in  the  Engliidi  common  law  of  fee  simple  and  aDo- 
dial  title,  to  control  the  stipuIaUons  of  a  treaty  between 
the  United  Slates  aiid  a  tribe  of  Indiain,  1  confess  my  itia* 
bilily  to  imaguw.   The  ar;gunicnt  from  the  custunui^-  Uw 

*  .Mueh  InfSiriMthnt  rrfaiiire  la  iIm  disrsetrr  aad  opi-niinn«  «r  tha 
mUai.iiiHriM  siii»iig  lln:  IihIkii)  inllr*.  May  bt  f.iuaid  in  ihr  n»  iirarwl 
i(>  Cixifn-M  i-T  llir  rniili-iit'iil  Cntnni-iue  t-t  iIm:  Uujnl  irf  Cuiii.hw* 
'iun.  IB  i-r  F»nl|pi  Miimhiij,  jin«fHii-4  lit  ifae  lltiusr  of  KvpRMrau^ 
tivM  bj  Ht.  Ef  'HI  ib('  I*ib  of  Fibritar]!. 
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of  the  Eiiropeaii  coii^uitiadom  pruvea  a  great  lUal  too 
TDUcli.  It  wouM  jtiatify  the  GovemoFj  not  only  in  auizing 
the  gold  imnes,  but  in  reduan^  tlie  Indiani  themselves  to 
bondage,  and  to  labor  in  tlie  mines.  The  Portugtiese  did 
this,  and  so  did  the  Spaniards.  The  slave  trade  was  pro- 
jected by  the  benevolent  Las  Casas,  to  relieve  the  Indians 
from  dipfg-ing  their  own  gtild  for  their  conquerors. 

When  this  subject  was  under  the  consideration  ci  the 
House,  at  the  last  seswon,  I  certainly  did  not  entertain 
Tery  fiivurable  auguries  of  the  treatment  whioh  the  Che- 
Tolcees  were  bkely  to  receiret  but  it  never  entered  into 
my  head  that  they  were  to  be  denied  a  right  to  their  own 
inmcs.  On  the  contrary,  I  assumed  it  as  a  matter  of 
course,  that  they  were  the  lawfitl  and  admitted  owners  of 
this  mineral  we:iUh.  Having,  in  the  counc  of  my  re 
marks  on  this  subject,  had  occasion  to  allude  to  the  in- 
truders into  the  gold  region,  before  I  could  finish  the 
lentenee  in  wliich  I  made  that  allusion,  a  gentleman,  who 
voted  for  the  Indian  bill,  interrupted  me,  with  tlie  prompt 
assurance  that  these  intruders  were  ordered  to  be  re- 
moved by  the  Executive.  I  was  gratified  at  the  informa- 
tion, although  it  WHS  then  no  more  (as  1  thought)  than  a 
matter  of  course.  My  next  information  on  the  subject 
was  derived  from  Governor  Gilmer's  proclamation,  claim- 
ing for  Georgia  the  absolute  property  of  the  gold  nunes, 
iikI  warning  the  Indians  to  desist  from  digging  tltem. 

Extraordinary  as  this  is,  I  fear  something  more  extrtor- 
^nary  remains  to  be  told.  By  the  'intercourse  law,  the 
Executive  Is  authorized  to  employ  the  military  force  of 
the  United  States  to  remove  intruders  from  lands  belong- 
ing or  secured  to  Indians  by  treaty.  Tliis  power  has  se- 
veral times  been  exercised.  But  the  Indians  also  possess, 
by  treaty,  tlie  right  of  proceeding  summarily  to  redress 
themselvei.  They  possess  the  rif^t  by  the  treaty  of 
Holston,  negotiated  in  1791.  The  Secretary  of  Wair,  in 
alluding  to  tlie  riglit  which  the  Indians  thus  possess,  under 
the  iriw^  of  Uolston,  speaks  of  it  disparalgingly  as  a  treaty 
forty  years  old.  But  it  will  be  recollected  that,  with  r1) 
the  other  treaties,  it  was  confirmed  by  an  express  article 
in  that  of  1817.  Wliat  are  tlie  terms  in  which  this  right 
IS  secured  to  the  Indians  hy  the  treaty  of  Holston? 

*Mf  any  citizen  of  the  United  Stsites,  or  other  person, 
'not  being  an  Indiau,  diall  settle  on  any  of  the  Cherokee 
'lundd,  Mch  person  shall  forfeit  the  protection  of  the 
'United  States,  and  the  Cherokces  may  punish  hiin  or 

*  not,  as  they  please." — '^Treaty  of  Holtton,  JJrf.  8/A. 

In  piirauuiice  of  tins  right,  guarantied  by  treatj',  but 
flowing  from  that  law  of  nature  which  i»  before  all  treaty, 
the  Induuis  have  exercised  tliis  power  of  protecting  them- 
lelves  from  intruders:  nor  was  it,  that  1  know  oif,  ever 
questioned  by  any  administration  till  this.  It  has  re- 
ceivQ<l  the  sanction  of  the  present  Chief  Mugistnite  in  the 
amplest  terms.  In  a  letter  to  Path  Killer,  and  other  Che- 
rokee chiefs,  dated  (lead  Quarters,  Nashville,  18th  Jan. 
1821,  General  Jackson  thus  expntised  tiimself: 

**  Friends  and  brothers:  I  have  never  told  a  red  bro- 
*ther  a  lie,  nor  deceived  him.    Tlie  intruders,  if  they  at- 

*  tempt  to  return,  will  be  sent  But  yotir  liglit-horse 
■shutdd  not  let  them  settle  down  on  your  land.  You 
'  ought  to  drive  the  stock  away  from  your  lands,  and  de- 

*  liver  the  intruders  to  the  agent;  but  if  you  cannot  keep 

*  intruders  from  your  land,  report  it  to  the  agent,  and,  on 
*his  notice^  I  will  drive  thera  it'om  your  land.  1  am  your 
'friend  and  brother, 

"ANDRKW  JACKSON." 

In  purgusnce  of  tlte  autliority  conferred  on  the  tribe, 

by  the  treaty  of  HoUton,  an  authority  to  the  exercise  of 
which  they  had  been  exhorted,  a  few  years  ago,  by  Gene- 
ral Jacksoiij  and  of  which  the  validity  was,  I  beheve,  never 
questioned  before,  the  Cherokees,  in  the  course  of  tiie 


emove  a  portion  of  tliem.  I'his  step,  which  they  were 
perfectly  warranted  to  tafc^  occasioned  a  hostile'  ineur- 
■loH  from  Georgia,  in  the  rmilt  of  which  one  IniUui  waa 
killed,  and  some  others  wounded  and  carried  prisoners 
into  Georgia.  This  occurrence  occasioned  the  detach- 
ment of  a  party  of  United  States*  troops  into  the  Chero- 
kee  country,  who  accordingly  came,  rather,  as  it  would 
seem,  to  protect  the  intruders  trom  the  Cherokee^  than  the 
Cherokees  from  the  intnidert.  Bring  there,  orders  were 
given  to  the  troops  to  remove  intmdets  from  the  gold  re- 
gion, and  these  orders  were  «t  first  complied  with,  but 
with  partial  success:  for,  as  soon  as  a  band  of  gold  da^* 
gers  were  driven  from  one  spot,  tliey  settled  in  another, 
like  hungry  vultures  friglrtened  from-  their  prey.  They 
are  said  ix^  have  been  a  toBuviea  of  all  classes  ^nd  charac- 
ters; a  lawless  and  desperate  gang.  And  here  ensued  a 
scene  of  a  character  bordering  on  comedy,  if  uiy  thin^ 
can  be  conddered  burlesque  in  so  grave  a  matter.  I  giv^ 
it  as  it  is  related  in  the  meinorial  of  the  Cher<Aee  Indians^ 
on  our  tables: 

"  In  another  casein  the  name  and  authority  of  George 
R.  Gilmer,  Governor  of  Georgia,  a  bill  was  filed  in  chao. 
eery,  in  the  superior  court  of  Hall  county,  in  July  last, 
against  certain  sundry  Cherokees,  praying  for  an  injunc- 
tion to  stop  them  from  digging  and  searching'  for  gold 
within  the  limits  of  their  own  nationt  and  the  bill  b«ng 
sworn  to  before  the  same  A.  S.  Clapton,  he  awarded  an 
injunction  against  the  parties-named  m  the  bill  as  defend- 
ants, commanding  them,  forthwith,  to  desist  from  work- 
ing on  those  mines,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  at  a  time  and  place  where  Uiere  were  unmt^ested 
several  thousand  intruders  from  Georgia  and  otlier  States 
engaged  in  robbing  the  nation  of  gold,  for  which  the 
owners  were  ordered  not  to  work  by  the  sud  writ.  Un- 
der the  atithorify  of  this  injunction,  the  sheriff  of  Hall 
county,  with  an  arme<l  force,  invaded  tlie  nation,  consst- 
iiig  of  a  colonel,  a  captain,  and  thirty  or  forty  militia  of 
the  State  uf  Georgia,  who  arrested  a  number  of  Chero- 
kees engaged  in  digging  for  gold,  who  were  at  first  res- 
cued by  the  troops  of  the  United  States  stationed  near 
Uic  place,  and  the  stierHf  and  his  party  theqtselves  made 
prisoners,  and  conducted  fifteen  miles  to  tlte  roilitaiy 
camp,  when  a  council  of  ^uuiunation  was  hehl,  and  the 
exhibition  of  tlieir  reqiective  autiioritit  a  was  made,  which 
resulted  in  the  release  of  the  sIierifT  and  his  party,  and  a 
written  order  bv  the  commanding  olficer  of  the  United 
States'  troops,  <iirecting  the  Cherokees  to  submit  to  the 
authority  of  Georgia,  and  that  no  further  protection  could 
be  extended  to  the  Cherokees  at  the  gtild  mine*,  as  be 
could  no  loT^er  interfere  with  the  laws  of  Georgia,  but 
would  afford  aid  in  carrying  them  into  execution.  On  the 
ri'tui-n  of  tlie  sheriff  and  his  pvtyr  they  passed  by  the 
Cherokees,  who  were  still  en^ged  in  digging  fbr  g(M, 
and  ordered  them  to  desist,  under  the  penalty  of  being 
committed  to  jail,  and  proceeded  to  destn^  their  toou 
and  machinery  for  gleaniM  gold,  and,  afler  committing 
some  further  i4mression,  they  returned.  Shortly  alUt^ 
wards,  tlie  slierin,  with  a  gwud  of  four  men,  and  a  pro- 
cess firom  the  State  of  Georgia,  arrested  three  Cherokees 
tbr  disobeying  the  injunction,  while  peaceably  engi^petl  in 
their  labors,  and  conducted  them  to  Wadkinsville,  a  dis- 
tance of  seventy-five  miles,  before  the  same  A.  S.  Clay- 
ton, who  then  and  there  sentenced  them  to  pay  a  fine  of 
ninetyi-tlirce  dollars,  cost,  and  stand  committed  to  prison 
uittil  paid,  and  also  compeUetl  them  to  give  tlieir  bond  m 
tlie  sum  of  tme  thousand  dullus,  for  their  personal  a|K 
pearaiKe  before  his  next  court,  to  answer  ttie  oliarges  of 
vioiatiiiij:  tlie  writ  of  ii^tmctioo  aforesaid.  In  custody  they 
were  retained  five  days,  paid  the  cost,  gave  the  required 
bond,  and  did  appear  accordingly,  as  bound  by  Judge 
Clayton,  who  dismissed  tliem  on  the  ground  that  tlie  Go- 
last  year,  in  consequence  of  the  number  and  disorderly  vepuor  of  Gecargia  could  not  become  a  prosecutor  in  the 
conduct  of  the  intrtiders  upon  thor  lands,  proceeded  to  cue.   For  the  unwtmstkble  outra^  comnuttedon  their 
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liber^  and  persons,  net  tpfilotry  wis  made,  and  the  cost 
they  mut  paid  was  nnt  refunded." 

Iconress,  when  I  first  read  the  account  of  this  incident, 
in  Uic  papers  bat  aiimmer,  I  supposed  it  was  the  wUd 
freak  K/t  some  incontrdente  subaltemi  1  did  not  imag'ine 
that  it  could  have  taken  place  by  order  Oom  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States.  The  affidr  id  btit  partially  ex- 
plained in  any  document  I  have  seent  btit  thus  much  ts 
certain,  that  orders  were  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
the  Chcrttkee  agent,  and  to  the  officer  commanding  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  to  forbid  the  Chen)1[ee9  as 
well  as  the  intruders  from  digging  the  gold  mines.  On 
the  36th  June,  1830,  an  onUr  was  issued  from  the  War 
Department  at  Washington  to  the  officer  commanding  the 
United  Stales*  troops  in  the  Cherokee  cmintry,  **  direct- 
■ing  him»  until  further  orden^  to  prevent  all  persons 
•fniin  working  the  mines,  or  searching  for  or  carrying 
•away  gold  or  silver,  or  either  metal,  from  the  Cherokee 
•nation." 

This  order  was  commnnicated  by  the  agent  to  Mr. 
Ross,  the  principal  chief  of  the  Cherokees,  in  a  letter 
daled  10th  July,  1830,  Sn  which  he  say»:  "I  have  also 
'  enclosed  you  «  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  War  Depart- 
•ment,  on  the  snhject  of  the  gold  mines,  by  which  you 
•will  see  that  all  persons  are  ordered  to  be  kept  from 
•digging  for  gold  until  further  order;  and  have  to  reaiiest 

*  thnt  yuu  will,  in  such  way  as  you  think  best,  mulce  it 

*  known  to  the  Indians,  and  also  that  you  will  advise  them 

*  to  denst  for  tlie  preaent,  as  1  am  very  denrous  that  no 
<  difficulties  should  take  place  betwe«  the  United  Statea' 
■  troops  and  them  on  the  subject. " 

And  now,  sir,  1  think  I  may  safely  appeal  to  manv  gen- 
tlemen of  the  House,  who  voted  for  the  Indian  bdl  last 
winter,  whether  it  entered  into  their  imaginations  that, 
under  that  bill,  and  with  its  proviso,  the  Indians  should 
be  prohibited  by  the  arnied  fiwee  of  the  United  States 
fiom  digging  gold  within  the  limits  secured  to  them  by 
numerous  treaties.  There  were  gentlemen,  I  know,  who 
voted  for  the  bill,  condemning  tM  policy  of  which  it  ii  a 
part,  but  deemingit  neeessarytoaavethelndians.  Others 
thought  something  ought  to  oe  done,  in  consequence  of 
the  compact  of  1803.  Others  were  Influenced  by  some 
refined  notion  of  a  jurisdiction  co-extensive  with  the  char- 
ter. Did  any  of  them  mean  or  intend  that,  within  less 
than  a  twelvemonth— within  leas  tiian  three  months— «fter 
adopting  %  proviso  that  tiietreatiea  iliould  not  be  irf^ted, 
the  Cberokecs  riiould  be  driven,  by  the  bayonet  of  our 
United  States*  troops,  from  gold  mines  withm  tlie  boun- 
daries secured  to  them  by  treaty  and  law?  The  winding 
up  of  this  affair  was  in  keeping  with  its  commencement 
and  progress.  The  object  of  marching  the  troops  into 
the  Cberokee  country,  accor^ng  to  Major  Genem  Ma- 
comb, "  wasto  guard  sgainst  the  difficulties  which  it  was 
apprehended  would  grow  out  of  the  conflicting  operations 
m  the  Cherukees  ami  the  lawless  intruders  upon  the  mi- 
neral district  witiiin  the  State  of  Georgia.  Having  ful- 
filled the  iiistructi(ms<tf  the  Government,  the  troops  were 
directed  to  return  for  the  winter  to  their  respective 
quarters." 

On  the  29th  of  October  last,  Governor  Gilmer  wrote 
to  the  Secretary  of  Wir,  requesting  the  removal  of  tlie 
troops.  On  the  ground  tiAt  the  State  of  Gem-gia  could  en- 
feree  her  own  nws.  On  the  10th  of  November,  the  Se- 
cretary answers  bim,  thati  previously  to  the  receipt  of  his 
letter,  (two  days  before,)  the  troops  had  been  ordered 
oot^  fix  the  Cberokee  nation,  because  the  purposes  fur 
which  they  had  been  sent  into  it  were,  in  a  great  mca- 
•ure,  accomplished.  This  object,  accor^ng  tu  the  gene 
ral  eonunanding  in  chie^  was  to  prevent  collisions 
between  the  Cherokees  and  lawless  intruders  into  the 
gvid  district.    It  was  answered,  by  removing  both! 

Aud  bete  it  is  obvioua  to  isk>  bow,  on  the  ground  as- 
mncd  bj*  Oeorgia,  and  aoetiMied  1^  the  Executive  of 


the  United  States,  the  President  could  feci  himself  autho> 
rized  fo  employ  the-armed  fcatre  of  the  United  States  in 
removing  gold  diggers,  lawless  or  lawful,  Indians  or  white 
men,  from  the  gold  mines  of  Georgia,  if  Georgia's  they 
must  be^  It  is  not  hin  duty  to  enforce  the  laws  of  Geor- 
gia, nor  to  protect  her  property.  She  maintains  that  she 
\%  sble  to  do  it  herself.  Nay,  the  still  broader  question 
presents  ilielf— what  ri^ht,  on  the  ground  assumed  by 
Georgia  and  the  t^xecutive,  have  we  to  gn  upon  the  sod 
of  Georgia  to  remove  9r  bribe  away  a  part  of  her  sub* 
Jects  or  citizens^  What  right  to  keep  an  agent  there,  or 
to  pay  them  an  annuity*  Am  t  answered,  it  is  done  in 
pursuance  of  treaties?  The  treaties  are  declared  uncon- 
stitutional and  void.  Sir,  tt  happens  now  to  accord  with 
the  interest  of  Georgia  to  permit  it,  but  surely  she  will 
not  bend  her  principles  to  her  interest. 

It  has  been  urged  against  the  Colonization  Society,  on 
veiy  high  authority,  that  it  is  unconstitutional  for  the 
United  States  to  go  into  a  State  to  remove  a  part  of  its 
colored  population.  In  a  very  able  report  made  to  the 
Senate,  I  think  at  the  first  session  of  the  twentieth  Con- 
gress, 1  find  the  following  argument: 

"Before  they  leave  this  part  of  the  siibject,  the  com- 

*  mittce  will  observe  that  the  framers  of  the  constitution 
'most  wisely  abstained  from  bestowing  upon  the  Govem- 
'ment,  thereby  created,  any  powers  whatever  over  the  co- 
<  lored  population,  as  such,  whether  this  population  wu 
'bond  or  free. 

<*  If  the  United  States  pOnesa  the  tight  to  intrude  into 
Miy  State,  for  the  piirpoae  of  wiUidrawing  from  thence 
its  free  colored  population,  they  undoubtedly  must  exert 

*  practically  the  power  of  previously  deciding  what  pei> 

*  sons  are  embraced  within  this  description.  Tliey  must 
'  have  the  power  of  determining  finally  not  only  who  are 

*  colored,  but  who  are  free  persons.  This  committee  be- 
'lieve,  however,  that  any  attempt,  by  the  Uniteil  States, 

*  to  exercise  such  a  power,  would  not  only  be  a  direct  vio* 

*  lation  of  the  constitutioDt  but  must  be  productive  of  the 

*  worrt  effects.*' 
Now,  nr,  it  is  not  necessaiy  to  consider  how  ftr  tlui 

argument  applies  to  the  operations  of  the  Colonization 
Society.  But  on  the  principle  that  the  Indian  country  is 
a  part  of  the  soil,  and  its  occupants  a  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State,  I  confess  I  do  not  see  how  gentit-men 
who  stand  on  the  ground  of  State  riglits  and  strict  con- 
struction of  the  constitution,  can  move  an  inch  in  this 
matter.  What,  sir,  constitutional  for  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  go  into  tiie  counties  of  Georgis,  into  Hall  and 
Habersham,  to  get  the  people  of  those  counties  together 
— people  subject  to  the  laws  of  Georgia — make  a  compact 
■  with  them  to  move  away  in  a  bofly— take  millions  of  mo- 
ney out  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  Statea  to  effect  thii 
object— to  enable  the  President  to  go  upon  the  ami  of 
Georgia,  and  buy  off  her  people!  In  wliat  part  of  the 
constitution,  on  principles  which  gentlemen  set  up,  if 
there  a  word  to  warrant  such  a  policy,  or  to  justify  an  ap* 
propriation  of  money  to  carry  it  into  operation? 

I  know  it  has  been  answered,  that  it  is  constitutional  to 
fulfil  a  compact.  I  must  own  that  this  mode  of  getting  at 
a  grant  of  power  is,  for  statesmen  who  advocate  a  strict 
constitution,  liberal  enou^.  According  to  this  principle, 
the  General  Government  may  enter  into  a  compact  to  do 
an  unconstitutional  thing,  and  it  thereby  becomes  consti- 
tutional. On  the  ground  upon  which  this  new  Indian 
policy  rests,  the  compact  of  1803  was  itself  unconstitu- 
tional, and  was  so  argued  to  be  in  the  Senate  last  winter. 


reasonable  terms.  Unlesi  the  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion va,ry  with  die  complexion  of  those  who  are  the  sub- 
jecu  of  Its  proviwuia,  the  United  Statea  have  just  as  litde 
right  to  enter  into  compact  to  extinguish  the  title  of  the 
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red  men  of  one  county  of  Georgia*  •>  that  of  the  white 
men  of  another  county.  The  gentlemen  are  aetuallv 
obliged  to  come  to  ua  fur  principles  on  which  they  can  re- 
move tJie  Indians.  Unless  the  trealir*  are  valid,  the  United 
States  have  no  power  to  act  in  this  matter.  Gentlemen 
deny  the  Tttlidity  of  the  treaties^  in  order  to  get  at  the  aoil; 
ami  then  come  baclc  to  the  tremty-makiBg  power*  to  get 
the  Indians  removed  from  it. 

The  conduct  which  Georgia  hu  pursued  with  respect 
to  the  gold,  forcibly  reminas  me  of  the  opposite  course 
Adopted  by  Hr.  Jefferson,  in  reference  to  some  iron 
mines  discovered  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cbicfcamauga,  in 
Tennessee.  Tennessee  did  not  cUim  these  mineral  trca- 
wires,  but  the  Indians  themselves  expressed*  wish  to  cede 
these  mines  to  the  United  States,  fur  (hepurpose  of  having 
them  wrought.  Mr.  Jeffenon  accordingly  negotiated  a 
trea^  of  cession  for  six  miles  square,  including  these 
mines,  and  gave  the  following  reasons  to  the  Senate  as  his 
inducement:  **  As  such  an  eatahlishment  would  occaaion 
ft  Considerable  and  certain  demand  for  com  and  other  pro- 
vinons  and  necessaries,  it  seemed  probable  that  it  would 
immediately  draw  around  it  a  close  settlement  of  the 
Cherolcees;  would  encourage  tliem  to  enter  on  a  reguUr 
life  uf  agriculture;  f^mili^trize  them  with  the  practice  and 
value  of  tlie  arts;  attach  them  to  pn^rtyt  lead  them  of 
necesMty,  and  without  deUy,  to  the  establishment  of  laws 
and  Government,  and  thus  muke  a  great  «id  important  ad- 
vanct  towards  assimibituig  their  condition  with  ours." 

But  the  seizure  of  the  gold  mines,  vitdent  as  that  mea- 
sure is,  beyond  an^  thing  that  was  or  could  have  been  ap- 
prehended, loses  its  importance,  when  contrasted  with 
ftnolher  act  of  great,  of^ unexampled,  and,  I  must  add, 
■tupcnduus  injustice.  I  refer  to  the  law  which  has  passed 
the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  for  the  survey  and  disposal  of 
the  landKof  the  Cherokees.  Let  it  be  remembered,  then, 

1.  That  there  is  a  boundary  between  the  Cherokees 
and  the  States  surrouodiiv  them*  fixed  by  mimenxm  trea- 
ties and  by  law. 

3.  Let  It  be  remembered  that  the  treaty  of  Holston, 
which  was  negotiated  in  1791,  on  instructions  previously 
ratified  by  a  unanimous  Senate,  contains  this  simple  and 
cxpressireplcdge:  "Hie United Statcssoleainly  guaranty 
to  the  Cherokee  nation  all  their  land  not  hereby  ceded." 

S.  That,  as  bite  as  1817,  diis,  as  one  of  the  previous  trea- 
ties, was  declared  tobc  "in  full  fbrce,"w)Ui  all  ita*'im- 
munities  an<l  privileges;"  and  that  tliis  confirmation  is  con- 
tamed  in  a  treaty,  negotiated  by  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate, and  unan'tmousfy  ratified  by  the  Senate. 

4.  And  that  the  intercourse  act  makes  it  highly  penal 
to  surrey  the  lands  belonging  or  secured  to  any  Indian 
tribe  by  treaty- 

And  now,  sir,  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  law  of  Georgia,  au 
thorizing  the  survey  of  the  Unds  thus  solemnly  guarantied . 
their  division  into  di&tncts  and  sections,  and  tlieir  distri- 
bution by  a  land  lottery! 

Tliere  is  a  provision  in  this  act  of  Geor|^a,  by  which, 
if  the  Fri-sident  of  the  Uiiittd  Slates  should  execute  bts 
■worn  dtit>',  in  enforcing  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  be 
would  subject  himst  lf  to  impriBoiMneiit  for  five  years  in  tlie 
Georgia  ptniteiitiaryftlmt  being  the  punishroentdenouiiced 
by  this  Suie  law  on  any .  person  «  ho  aliatl  obstruct  the 
surveys,  wliich  it  is  most  assuredly  the  duty  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  do. 

The  law  provides  Ibr  the  aunrcy  of  the  country  into 
■eetions  and  districts.  Hie  sectional  surveyors,  twelve  in 
mimbtr,  arc  to  proceed,  withas  litfle  delay  as  possible,  to 
the  dutes  asitigiied  them.  The  survey  of  the  districu  is 
to  be  atispendt'd  until  the  next  mettiiig  of  the  General 
Assemtily,  and  until  further  engctiuciits  fw  tliat  purpose. 
The  number  of  district  surveyors  is  one  hiii)drt:U  and 
ninety-six,  and  the  Governor  is  aulliorized  tu  call  out  a 
ifiihiaiy  force  to  protect  them  in  the  discharge  of  tlieir 
duties. 


The  only  nutigation  of  the  severity  with  which  this  brU 
acta  on  tlie  IndiaiM,  is  the  provision  contained  in  the 
thirty-firrt  section.  By  tins  sectitin,  it  is  directed  that  ''tlM 
Imlians  and  their  descendants,  who  ha%'e  made  iniprove> 
oftnts  upon  the  territory,  are  to  be  protected  in  the  pos- 
session of  those  improvements,  and  of  the  lots  of  and 
upon  which  the  said  improvements  are  maile,  until  other- 
wise directed  by  (he  General  Afvcmhly,  or  until  tbey  are 
voluntarily  abandoned  by  the  Indian  occupants.  IndwM 
not  allowed  to  sell  th«r  light  ef  occupancy  to  any  person^ 
unless  it  be  to  the  Government  of  tlie  United  States,  or 
the  (iovernBitnt  of  Georgia,  for  the  use  of  tlie  persons 
drawing  such  improved  lota  in  the  lottery,  and  no  grant 
to  be  issued  until  the  Imlians  shall  liave  abanduned  the 
lots  in  their  occupaiicyi  the  fortunate  drawera  of  such 
improved  lots  to  forfeit  th^r  draws,  should  they,  by  threats, 
or  menaces,  or  violence*  remove  or  attempt  to  remove, 
any  Indian  from  such  improved  lot." 

How  much  tbia  mitigsMm  is  worth,  may  be  judged  of^ 
by  cMHwdering  that  it  exists  only  during  the  plea»urc  off 
the  General  Amembly,  and  tliat  the  evidence  uf  the  Indian 
occupants,  and  of  all  those  abletosupport  bis  title,  isinad- 
misnble  in  the  Georgia  courts.  In  tliis  state  of  things,  it 
little  matters  whether  be  be  expelled  at  once,'  or  his  cMate 
be  thrown  into  a  land  lottery,  to  be  drawn  as  a  prixe,  and  a 
**  fortimate  dnwer"  planl^  at  hisdoor,  or  doggnig  iata, 
wherever  he  goes,  tiU  be  volunbiriry  abandons  liis  tiomc 
tape  daily  when  we  recollect  that,  obji-ctionablc  as  diia 
law  is,  a  still  more  objectionable  aiMl  oppresMve  measure 
was  proposed  and  strenuou^y  advocated,  and,  iff  am  not 
minnrormed,  adopted,  in  the  House  of  Bepresciili^vea  of 
Georgia.  I  derive  my  information  from  a  letter  written 
from  Uittedgeville,  and  miUished  in  the  Augusta  Chroni- 
cle. I  know  nothing  of  its  author,  but  Ui^  as  appeals 
on  t^  face  the  letter,  lie  is  a  friend  of  the  presnrt  ad* 
minitratioQ. 

EiOraetofmbtterteUie  EdUgr^  the  Atguita  Chnmek, 
fTomatontmaadmtinMiilkdgBBiUet  daitd  2TiA  yiiwam 
l<r,1830. 

"  The  particular  queatioa  now  and  for  several  days  past 

before  the  Uousr,  m  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Hayne*s  fubst<tula 
to  the  bill  reported  by  Judge  Schl^,  from  the  Coomutle* 
on  the  state  of  tlie  Uepubhc  This  comempUtes,  as  yoa 
are  aware,  the  taking  unmediate  posaessim  of  the  Indiaa 
lands,  and  forcibly  driving  tlie  Induins  therefrom.  Uov 
such  a  bill  can  be  the  subject  of  a  moment's  considera- 
tion in  a  christian  land,  it  to  me  tlie  subject  of  the  deepest 
astorusliment,  and  yet  many  intelligent  men  believe  and 
fear  it  may  be  fueccaaful.  For  my  own  part,  1  wdl  not 
believe  it  possible,  and  indeed  should  scarcely  credit  tbe 
evidence  of  my  own  senses,  if  such  were  the  fikct.  God 
forbid  such  a  fatal  consequence!  and  1  wiU  confidently 
rely  on  his  overruling  goodness  and  protection  to  avert 
it,  to  save  the  Indians — nay,  tenfold  more,  to  >arc  our 
own  State  from  tlie  serious  evils  which  must  inevitably  fol- 
io w  it.  1  must  nut  trust  my  feelings  furtlnir  on  ttua  point; 
they  are  pcrliaps  too  deeply  and  uMieccasardy  wounded. 
We  will  at  least  hope  so.  One  thing  is  certain,  that  no 
effort  is  oi*  will  be  sjMred  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  the 
measure;  and  I  sm  proud  to  see  among  its  opponents  many, 
vi-rj  H'Siiy,  of  the  hrst  and  ablest  men  of  the  Assembly  erf" 
both  parties.  Indeed,  itisbynomeaiuiapartyuiattcr,&c. 

Numerous  as  are  the  advocates  of  tliis  menstire,  the 
array  of  talent  against  it  is  very  powctful,  aiMl  the  am- 
incnts  of  its  opponents  arc  auuitd  and  incuntroveitiUe. 
To  say  nothing  of  hiunanttyt  the  want  of  neccwity  or  ex- 
pediency; the  ingntitude  of  opposing  tjic  PreiudeHtandhis 
adminisuiilion,  which  have  luiig  becnandstiUiu^  making 
every  pussiiblc  eSutt  in  our  beliwlf;  the  fully  ul  uuw  neoea- 
surily  arraying  thcui  agaiiibt  us,  oiitritr}  tu  thvir  wdl,~and 
of  iudirccUy  ^vuig  tUeir  and  our  enemy,  Mr.  Cl^,  still 
farther  and  greater  power  against  thcmt  ^  iiHuaeui 
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danjr^r  of  a  direct  and  violent  cWitroTcrtf  with  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  all  of  which  are  directly  opposed  to  this 
incisure,  the  futh  and  honor  of  the  State  stand  openly  and 
breroctbly  pled^  agsJnst  it.  But  foe  this  pledge  given 
by  our  repreacntatiTest  Mr.  Wilde  and  others,  on  'the  floor 
of  Congress,  last  sessioo,  gainst  the  exercise  of  any  force 
against  the  Indians,  any  eflort  to  dnre  them  forcibly  from 
their  lands,  the  bill  to  encouragfl  their  emigration  to  the 
west  of  Misnsnppi  would  nottnd  could  not  hare  been 
passed." 

This  bill  with  some  amendments  passed  the  House  of 
Hepresentatives  of  Georg^  76  to  55.  I  read  this  to  show 
that  it  is  not  merely  **the  white  nn^e$  of  the  Kortb," 
nor  the  opponents  of  this  adnnniBtratton,  who  condemn 
the  course  pursued  by  Georgia.  But  I  do  not  find  that 
the  law  passed  i*  essentially  belter.  The  evil  is  only  de- 
layed. The  lands  improved  by  the  Indians  are  not  exempt-, 
en  from  the  lottery.  An  amendment  to  that  effect  was 
rejected,  hya,  vote  of  nearly  two  to  one;  and  after  the  lot- 
tny  is  drawn,  the  unhappy  occupant  is  otdy  to  keep  pos- 
lession  till  "the  fortunate  drawer"ctn  persuade  him  to  go. 

And  now,  sir,  is  there  a  member  of  this  House,  wlio 
can  recollect  that  the  United  States  have  solemnly  guaran- 
tied this  land  to  the  Indians;  that  we  guarantied  it  for  a 
valuable  consideration,  which  we  keep;  that  we  guaran- 
tied it  voluntarily,  unanimously,  and  before  the  compact 
of  1802,  anil  not  feel  that  the  guaranty  ought  to  be  re- 
deeme<lj  that  the  pledged  fiuth  of  the  country  ought  not 
to  be  violated  f 

I  ^in  appeal  to  ^^entlemen,  who,  irithout  approving  of 
the  principles  of  this  policy,  gfave  their  votes  for  the  bill 
of  last  session,  qualified  .is  it  was  by  the  proviso,  whether 
they  would  have  lent  their  sanction  to  the  measure,  had 
they  believed  that,  within  &  twelvemonth,  a  law  would  be 
passed  by  Georgia,  to  send  any  army  of  surveyors  into  the 
territory  of  the  Cherokees,  and  to  subject  any  person  who 
*houId  presume  to  execute  your  laws,  to  the  punishment 
of  the  penitentiary,  fitwn  the  Prendent  of  the  United 
States  down  to  the  lowest  officer  in  the  service? 

Wiiy,  sir,  granting  that  all  these  treaties  made  by  the 
"United  States  are  unconstitutional  and  not  binding;  grant- 
ing the  truly  atrocious  propoation,  that  we  can  break  the 
treaty,  and  keep  the  consideration;  grantir^  that  "Georgia 
atiil  possesses  the  power,  which,  if  she  ever  had  it,  by 
adopting  thc_constibition  she  gave  up  to  the  United  States, 
and  tliat  things  now  stand  as  they  stood  under  0ie  old  con- 
federation, ail  this  would  notmendhertitle  to  these  lands. 
Under  the  confederation,  she  admitted  the  right  of  the 
Cherokees  to  treat  as  an  independent  nation.  She  treated 
with  them  herself;  the  treaty  of  Augustain  1783  stands  in 
her  sbitute  book)  and  in  that  treaty,  in  words  evidently  of 
her  own  choouog*  words  of  the  Eng^iidi  common  law,  she 
accepts  a  cession  ofland  from  tiie  Cherokees^  and  in  so  doing 
recognises  their  right  to  cede,  and  to  keep  what  tiiey  do 
not  cede.  I  will  read  to  the  House  tiie  first  and  nxth 
articles  of  that  treaty. 

"  Whereas  a  good  understanding  and  union  between 
'the  inhabitants  of  the  said  State  and  the  Indians afore- 
•said  are  reciprocally  necessary  and  convenient,  as  well 

■  on  account  oi  a  fricudiy  iutercburse  and  trade,  as  for  the 

*  purposes  of  peace  and  humanity^  it  i^  therefore,  agreed 

*  and  covenanted— 

"  Isl.  That  all  differences  between  the  sud  parties, 

*  heretofore  subiOBting,  ^all  cease  and  be  forgotten. 

"6th.  Ami  lastly,  they,  the  said  headmen,  warriors, 
*and  chioTs,  whose  hands  and  seals  are  hereunto  affixed, 
■du  bereby,  for  themselves  andforthe  nation  they  are  em- 

*  powered  to,  and  do  efiiectually,  represent,  recognise,  de- 

*  clare,  and  acknowledge,  that  all  the  lands,  woods,  waters, 

■  game,  lying  and  being  in  the  State,  eastward  of  the  line 

*  hereinbefore  particularly  mentioned  and  described,  is,  are, 

*  and  do  belong,  and  of  right  appertain,  to  the  people  and 

*  Gorernment  of  the  State  of  Gcoi^at  and  they,  tbe  In* 

Yot.  Vil  45 


'  dians  afinvsaid,  as  well  for  themselves  as  tbe  aud  natioiit 
'  do  give  up,  release,  alien,  relinquish,  and  fimrer  qdt 
'  chum  to  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof." 

Now,  what  would  have  been  thoughtof  the  transaction 
if,  the  day  after  signing  this  trea^  and  accepting  this  ces- 
sion, Georgia  hadbud  claim  to  all  thereat  or  the  land- had 
passed  a  law  dispomng  of  it;  had  gone  into  tiie  country 
(supposing  her  to  hare  been,  what,  at  that  period,  she 
most  assuredly  was  no^  strong  enough  for  that  purpose) 
with  an  army  of  surveyors;  and  divided  it  out  for  dlsOibu- 
tion  by  a  land  lottery?  It  would  have  been  thought  aa 
unpandleled  breach  of  good  fiuth. 

But  I  will  go  fiuther  tiian  tins:  Simpose  (here  had  been 
no  treaty  at  all — not  even  a  state  of  peace— suppose  that 
the  armies  of  OeorsTa  had  done  wba^  at  that  time,  it  waa 
wholly  impossible  for  them  to  do— suppoae  they  bad  over- 
run and  conquered  the  land,  even  then  the  laws  of  nations 
and  civilized  warfiire  would  not  have  justified  this  measure. 
Why,  sir,  as  a  war  measure,  and  in  the  hot  blood  of  vie- 
toty,  such  a  thing  has  never,  in  modem  times,  been  heard 
of,  as  the  forcible  seizure  of  the  entire  domain  of  a  con- 
quered people,  a  partition  of  it  into  sections,  the  unoccu* 
pied  part  of  which  are  to  be  immediately  ^en  posses, 
slon  oi^  and  the  improved  parts  thrown  into  a  lottery  with 
the  rest.  It  comes  up  to  the  precedent  of  the  Norman 
conquest,  and  goes  beyond  the  partition  of  Poland.  I 
doubt  If  a  single  Polish  proprietor  has  been  disturbed  in 
tlie  possesuon  of  his  cMate,  fn»n  tlie  date  of  the  first  par- 
tition to  Che  present  day.  Suppose  that  Susna,  and  Au^ 
iria,  and  Prussia,  in  admtion  to  extending  their  lavs  over 
the  Poles,  had  enacted  a  code,  under  which  it  was  admit- 
ted that  they  could  not  live,  had  cut  up  their'  lands  into 
districts  and  sections,  thrown  tbeir  estates  into  a  land  lot- 
•"ofy,  granting  to  the  proprietors  no  other  privilege  but 
that  of  occupancy,  till  they  could  be  induced  by  Iwal 
duress  and  governmental  persecution  to  enugtnte  to  uia 
deserts  of  Bucharia!  What  langtiage  would  rave  famish- 
ed adequate  terms  for  the  condemnation  of  such  a  policy? 

The  very  ground  on  whidi  Georgia  claims  the  right  to 
pursue  this  course,  is  tbe  strongest  reason  why  die  should 
not  pursue  it.  Sir,  site  denies  that  they  are  an  indepen- 
dent or  even  separate  community.  She  says  they  are  her 
citizens  or  subjects;  calls  tbem  *'  her  people;"  constitutes 
them  an  integral  part  of  her  community;  and  then  passes 
a  law  to  (^tribute  tiieir  lands  by  a  lottery.  Does  not  thii 
show  the  injustice  of  the  measbre?  Z^t  ber  pass  a  law  to 
dispose  by  lattery  of  the  property  of  the  people  of  Chat- 
ham and  Effingham,  of  Richmond  and  Colunibia;  let  her 
plant  a  "fortunate  drawer"  at  the  door  of  each  man's  shop 
and  house,  and  the  gate  of  his  plantation,  to  vom  him  on 
to  the  foot  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  No,  mr,  the  vaj 
process  of  reasoning,  by  wUch  Geor|^  would  withdraw 
the  Cherokees  from  our  protection,  can  serve  only  to 
bring  them  under  her  own,  and  is  itself  the  most  incontro- 
vertible of  all  arguments  against  this  oppressive  policy. 

But  we  live  under  a  Fe&ral  Union,  designed  to  bring 
all  the  States,  to  a  certun  degree,  under  one  Govemment, 
and  posses»ng  tribunals  of  eminent  jurisdiction,  for  the 
adjustment  of  contrwersies  wluch  are  placed  by  tbe  con- 
stitution within  tbe  province  of  such  tribunals.  What  is 
the  a^ect  of  this  afitur,  in  reference  to  this  Federal  Union, 
and  the  authority  of  its  tribunals? 

Let  it  then  firut  be  home  in  mind,  that  Georgia  in  1789 
voluntarily  became  a  party  to  the  constitution,  "  which  ia 
tbe  supreme  law  of  the  land;  and  the  judges  in  every  State 
shall  be  bound  thereby,  any  thing  In  the  constitution  or 
laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding!"  snd 
that  it  is  also  a  provision  of  that  constitution,  to  whidi 
Georgia  is  a  voluntary  party,  that  "the  judicial  power  of 
the  United  States  shall  extend  to  sH  cases,  in  Uw  and 
equitj-,  arising  under  the  constitution,  tbe  laws  of  tbe  Unit- 
ed States,  and  treaties  made,  or  wluobdiaU  be  made,  under 
their  authority," 
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Under  her  new  Ja.wi»  Georpa  bu  proceeded  to  tiks  tiu 
life  of  an  Indian,  for  &  murder  alleged  to  hare  been  com- 
mitted on  another  Indlin,  witUn  the  Cbendcee  boundary  < 
It  beloiMp^  in  no  degree,  to  my  argument,  to  uiquire  into 
the  giult  of  this  person.  I  have  seen  but  an  imperfect 
newspaper,  report  of  his  trisl,  in  a  paper  friendly  to  the 
policy  of  Geoivis^  vhich  I  mentjon  only  «s  authorizing  the 
presumption  that  the  report  is  probably  not  strained 
uainst  Georgia.  From  that  report,  H  wpcars  that  Com 
^HMsel  (such  is  the  name  of  thu  Indiant  it  is  also  the  first 
Indian  name  sahscribed  to  tbe  |Teat  Hopewell  treaty) 
was  found  guilty  of  mardcr,  chiefly  on  evidence  which 
would  not  be  admis^le  against  the  life  of  a  white  man,  (I 
mean  Indian  evidence,^  and  on  the  testimony  of  a  white 
man,  whose  endence  u  contradicted  by  the  judge  in  his 
change.  Now,  whatever  may  be  said  against  the  admis- 
iobiht^  of  IndiMi  testimony  in  cases  of  proper^,  I  am  clear 
that,  m  a  case  <tf  life  and  death,  as  good  evidence  ought  to 
be  required  to  convict  an  Indian  as  a  white  man.  The 
jury  that  puts  an  Indian  to-death,  needs,  I  think,  as  clear 
a  warrant  of  credible  evidence  against  him,  aa  the  jury 
that  puts  a  wbite  man  to  death.  The  other  testimony,  to 
which  1  hare  alluded,  is  that  of  the  officer  who  arrested 
Taste],  who  testified  that  at  first  he  talked  aiAy  in  the  la- 
dlan  kiiKuage,  but  afterwards  spoke  English  intelligibly. 
Hie  juue,  who  sat  in  the  triaJ,  mentions  it  as  a  circum- 
stance to  be  regretted,  that  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  "could 
not  understand  him." 

But  though  I  am  inclined  to  think  there  was  not  evi- 
dence to  eiteblish  the  malice,  I  waive  that  punt  entirely, 
and  do  not  pretend  that  Tassel  is  an  object  of  sympathy. 
I  go  upon  the  Msumption  that  he  was  guilty,  though  I 
do  not  think  that  proved  onth«  trial  as  reported.  This 
•*unforti)nate"  beinv,  (as  he  is  justly  called  by  Judge 
Clayton,)  on  his  trial  befbre  a  court  and  jury,  whose  lan- 
goage  he  did  not  understand,  pleaded  by  his  counsel  to 
me  jurisdiction  of  the  court.  The  ground  of  this  plea 
appears  to  have  been,  that,  under  the  treaties  between  tbe 
United  States  and  the  Cherokee*,  the  latter  were  iode- 

fiendent  of  the  laws  of  Georgia.  TUs  plea  was  reserved 
or  the  conndentioo  of  all  the  judges.  They  overruled 
it,  mainly  on  the  ground  that  these  treaties  were  uncon- 
stitutional, and  could  not  bind  Georgia. 

Henf  the  momentous  bearings  of  the  question  begin  to 
appear.  Gcor^  decides  that  numeroua  Indian  treaties, 
negotiated  dunng  nearly  fifty  years,  sanctioned  by  every 
branch  of  the  Federal  Government,  under  every  adrainis- 
mtion,  and  by  Georgia  henelf,  at  whose  request,  and  for 
vboie  benefit  numv  of  diem  were  entered  into,  are  all 
unconstitutional  and  void.  Whence  the  courts  of  Georgia 
derived  the  power  to  dedde  on  the  conatitotionality  of 
treaties  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  I  do  not  know. 
Her  constitution  does  not  give  it  to  hert  and  if  it  cUd,  it 
would  be  a  vud  ^rant,  for  Geor^  is  a  voluntary  party  to 
the  federal  coostitotibn  made  prior  to  her  own. 

Tbe  right  of  dedtUng  in  eases  arising  under  the  con- 
Btitotion,  laws,  and.  treaties^  iscme  of  the  rights  expres^ 
granted  by  the  people  of  Geor^  to  the  federal  judiciary. 
The  allegation,  that  the  Indian  treaties  are  unconstitu- 
tional, is  no  more  than  imght  be  made  of  any  other  trea- 
ties, that  of  Louiuana,  for  instance,  (which  was  at  first 
supposed  by  Mr.  JefTerson  and  Mr.  Uadison  to  require  an 
amendment  of  the  constitution  to  carry  it  into  effect  i)  and 
if  tfa«  ju^fes  of  a  State  can  entertain  the  question  uf  the 
constitotionality  of  the  Cherokee  treaties,  1  see  no  reason 
why  they  cannot  do  it  in  the  case  of  any  others. 

It  will  eauly  be  supposed,  that  the  unfortunate  being 
whose  life  was  at  stake,  would  be  disposed  by  his  counsel 
to  maintain  the  validity  of  these  treaties;  and  Jie  accord- 
ingly applies  for  that  writ  of  error,  which,  under  the  ju> 
diciaiy  act,  issues,  as  a  matter  of  course,  wlien  duly  de- 
manded. This  was  a  case  ariring  under  the  law  and  the 
treaties  the  validity  of  which  waa  denied  by  Geor:g^,  and 
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affirmed  on  behdf  of  the  Indian.  The  citation  issues  in 
the  usual  form,  the  form  in  which  it  has  been  respected 
by  the  courts  of  the  most  powerful  and  enlightened  States 
of  the  Union,  who  ui^erstand  and  love  their  rights  as 
well  as  Georgia.  This  writ  tbe  Lcgislatore  of  Georgia 
instractothe  Governor  and  alt  oilier  officers  "to  diare- 
'  gard,  and  with  it  every  mandate  and  process  that  has 
'  been  or  shall  be  served  upon  him  or  tnem,  purporting 

*  to  proceed  from  the  Cluef  Justice  or  any  associate  jus- 

*  tice  of  tiie  Supreme  Court  of  tbe  United  States,  for  the 

*  purpose  of  arresting  the  criminal  laws  of  this  SUte." 

In  other  word*,  Georgia  repeals  for  herself  a  connder- 
able  portion  of  tbe  S5th  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of 
Congress,  and  annuls,  in  all  crinunal  cases,  the  2d  section 
of  tbe  3d  article  of  the  constitution  of  tlie  United  States. 
Georgia,  on  the  principles  she  has  now  asaerted,  has  only 
to  maiee  it  penal  to  do  any  act  or  thii^  under  a  law  of  the 
United  States,  and  she  thereby  acquires  exclusive  jurifr- 
diction  over  the  subject  and  annuls  die  law. 

This  is  a  much  more  compendious  process  than  a  con- 
vention of  tbe  people  of  a  State,  elsewhere  proposed. 
And  almost  at  the  moment  that  this  House  resolves,  by  a 
nuuority  nearly  unexampled,  that  it  will  not  repeal  the 
2£ui  secti<m  of  the  judiciary  act,  Georgia  repeals  one-half 
of  that  section,  and  of  the  clause  of  the  constitution  on 
which  it  is  founded.  Where  is  this  to  stop?  Is  it  to  stop 
any  where?  What  laws  of  tbe  United  States  have  not 
been  declared  unconstitutional.'  What  laws  and  treaties 
will  not  be  acted  on,  as  if  they  were  unconstitutional,  if  a 
process  so  summary  is  permitted  to  obtain  ? 

I  wiU  observe,  in  conduuon,  that,  till  the  validity  of 
these  treaties  has  been  settled  by  that  tribunal  whiw  is 
alone  competent  under  the  constitotiiH)  to  entertun  the 
question,  and  settled  in  &vor  of  Georgia,  Tassel  could  not 
be  put  to  death  by  any  lawful  warrant.  The  very  judge 
who  tried  him  is  made  in  tlie  report  to  say  that  be 
'*  belongs  to  another  nation."  And,  till  it  is  settled  by 
the  competent  authority,  that  tliia  other  nation  is  subject 
to  the  laws  of  Georgia,  the  death  of  Tassel  remuna  illegal. 
At  the  same  time  I  admit  there  may  be  difficulties  in  the 
case.  The  constitution  is  clear,  but  it  is  not  cerl^n  that 
the  judiciary  act  gives  full  force  and  effect  to  all  the  pro* 
visions  of  the  constitution.  But  although  there  may  be 
no  remedy  for  the  wrong  done  to  the  being  whose  life  is 
taken,  (if  he  has  lost  that  Hfe  at  a  bar  to  which  he  was 
not  amenable,)  tiiis  want  of  remedy  for  the  wrong  proves 
nothing  in  fiivor-of  the  right  of  Geoivia.  It  is  greatly  to 
be  Umented  that  she  lud  not  imitateifthe  best  part  of^ the 
Mew  York  precedent,  and  granted  a  pardon  or  reprieve 
to  Tassel.  Aa  a  fi»t  case,  a  case  of  life  and  death,  of  an 
individual  of  a  different  nation  and  language,  appeahng 
to  the  faith  of  the  Union,  and  asking  only  to  be  tried  by 
that  tribunal  by  which  (if  Uie  treaties  are.  indeed  valid)  hie 
had  a  right  to  be  tried»  it  is  greatly  to  be  deplored  tltat  a 
little  time  could  not  have  been  granted. 

I  will  only  add,  that  aa  there  was  a  United  States'  fbi«e 
in  the  country  when  Ta^l  was  arrested,  and  as  Congress 
had  just  enacttd  in  a  law,  which  the  President  ugned, 
that  the  treaties  ^ould  not  be  violated,  I  tliiiik  those 
troops  would  have  been  as  well  employed  in  protecting 
the  life  of  a  fellow-bein^  pending  his  appeal  to  the  courts 
of  the  United  States  as  in  driring  the  Cherokees  from 
their  own  mines. 

And  here  I  may  nutably  connder  the  plea,  diat  Georgia 
has  done  no  more  in  this  matter  than  other  States,  and  par- 
ticularly New  York.  No  argument  is  more  apt  to  be  fal- 
lacious tlian  the  argunicnt  from  analogy.  There  »  great 
danger  of  mistakiog  slight  and  merely  circumatainti^ 
poinU  of  resemblance  for  entire  parallelism.  1  will  ex- 
amine tlufl  case  briefly  but  fairly.  I  will  admit  the  points 
where  it  is>  precedent  in  favor  of  Georgia,  and  I  will  point 
out  those  where  it  is  iioti  premuung^  that  if  th«  legislation 
of  Geoi-^  violates  law  and  treaty,  it  by  no  meaus  folio wa 
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that  the  GoTemment  of  the  United  Stmtes  may  withhold 
the  protection  which  it  owes,  and  vhich  is  demanded  by 
those  who  are  the  victims  of  that  le^nlation,  because  Mew 
Torle  has  adopted  ^milaracta  of  legislation. 

It  is  matler  of  surprise,  too,  if  Uie  1eg;isbition  of  New 
Tork  tfftffds  a  nnction  to  that  of  Georgia,  that  it  wai  not 
insisted  on  sooner.  Three  great  negotiations  bare  been 
held  by  citizens  of  Georgia  since  the  New  York  law  of 
1833,  with  the  Creeks  or  Cherokees,  and  this  precedent 
was  never  pleaded,  as  fiu-  as  I  can  find,  in  the  record  of 
the  negotiations. 

Now  let  us  compare  the  cases.  New  Tork,  In  1832, 
passed  a  short  law  extending  her  criminal  juris^ction  over 
the  dwmdling  remnants  of  tribes  witiiin  her  borders,  and 
there  she  has  stopped.  She  leaves  her  Indians  as  she 
found  them.  She  makes  no  attempt,  by  severe  penal  en- 
actments, to  break  down  the  organization  of  their  tribes. 
She  has  neither  claimed  nor  surveyed  their  lands,  nor 
seized  their  mines.  As  to  the  individual  condemned  by 
her  courts,  Soo-non-etxe,  her  assembly  pardoned  him. 
Her  law,  I  understand,  has  not  nnce  been  acted  upon; 
and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  highest  legal  authorities  in  the. 
State,  that  H  leaves  the  rights  and  eontfitton  of  the  Indians 
where  it  found  them.  Here  then  are  points  of  great  and 
Tital  difference. 

The  New  York  law,  in  its  terms  confined  to  crimes  and 
offences,  was  evidently  intended,  in  its  origin,  to  arm  the 
State  with  power  to  protect  the  Indians  agunst  the  evil, 
of  imaginary  and  superstitious  crimesi  a  "power,  as  the 
event  shows,  designed  to  be  called  forth  only  when  such 
a  peculiar  occasion  should  require  it.  Tlie  Geor^a  code 
is  one  of  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction,  the  last  orascriea 
of  measures,  having  for  its  great  and  avowed  object  to 
eflfect  the  removal  of  the  Indians.  Hence,  while  New 
York  stops  at  the  claim  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  and  does 
not,  in  point  of  fact,  enforce  that,  Geor^a  enacts  the 
severest  laws  agunst  the  entire  social  existence  of  the 
tribe,  claims  tiieir  land!^  seizes  th«r  mines,  and  substan- 
tially  drives  ttftm'  from  her  borders.  If  New  York  had 
gone  into  the  Seneca  reservation  with  ?.  score  of  survey, 
ors,  declaring  the  alternative  of  removal  to  the  'West,  or 
extinction,  and  drawing  a  lottery  for  their  lands,  the  case 
would  have  been  more  nearly  parallel.  Accordingly  we 
find,  in  the  last  place,  that  the  Senecas  never  invoked  our 
protection,  because  no  practical  evil  was  done  or  threat, 
ened;  the  Cherokees  invoke  our  protection,  because  the 
choice  is  set  before  them,  of  subjection  to  StUe  laws, 
under  which  they  are  told  they  cannot  live,  and  removal 
to  a  desert,  where  they  believe  they  must  die.  There  is, 
therefore,  the  greatest  difference  in  all  the  matters  of  fact, 
which  give  a  character  to  the  two  cases.  In  point  of 
equity  and  justice,  the  New  York  precedent  could  not  of 
course  idtor  the  case,  as  one  wrong  affords  no  justifica- 
tion of  .another. 

T  will  here  also  answer  the  argument  drawn  ftom  the 
example  of  the  colonies,  and  of  the  States,  before  the  con- 
stitution. The  argument  from  the  practice  of  the  colonies 
15  of  twofold  aspect,  looking  to  the  question  as  one  of  hu- 
manity and  Qf  right. 

First,  as  to  humanity.  Grant  that  the  treatment  of  the 
Indians,  by  the  colonies,  was  barbarous  and  cruel.  We 
have  lately  been  taunted  with  the  fiict,  that,  when  takcn'as 
prisoners  of  war,  they  were  sometimes  sold  as  slaves  to  the 
West  Indiest  and  our  recollection  has  been  refreshed  with 
the  circumstance,  that,  according  to  Cotton  Mather,  on 
occa^iion  of  storming  an  Indian  fort,  the  huts  within  it 
took  fire,  and  several  of  the  wretched  inmates  were  (as 
this  author  with  detestable  qu^ntncsa  expresses  it)  "broil- 
ed** to  death.  These  are  the  facts  quoted  agtunst  us- 
Tliey  were  the  incidents  of  a  war  of  mutual  extermina- 
tiim,  between  the  colonies  and  a  powerful  savage  foe. 
But  I  let  that  pass.  What  is  gained  by  citing  these  &cts? 
Suppose  they  prove  the  only  thing  they  seem  to  prove, 


that  the  early  settlers  of  New  England  were  a  blood- 
thirsty race,  and  treated  the  Indians  barbarously?  Is  any 
thing  gained  for  Georgia,  and  her  sister  Slates,  by  proving 
that  fact?  Those  wlio  would  get  an  argument  to  support 
their  policy,  out  of  the  fact,  ^t,  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, some  Indians  were  told  to  the  West  Indies  as  slaves, 
need  not  go  so  far  back.  The  slave  trade,  till  very  lately, 
was  carried  on  throughout  the  civilized  world.  All  na- 
tions were  stained  with  Hs  fi[tiilt.  The  States  of  New 
England  brought  tiie  slaves  n-om  Africa;  the  Southern 
States'bought  them  into  bondage.  And  what  then?  Is 
the  trafSc  less  atrocious  ^  or  is  it  inconristent  for  any  one, 
north  or  south,  at  the  present  day,  to  denounce  uid  re- 
probate it? 

Let  me  not,  however,  be  thought  to  admit  the  charge 
of  barbarity  agunst  tiie  earl^  settlers  of  New  England 
towards  the  Indians.  Some  inddents  occurred,  in  the 
perilous  condition  in  which  the  colonists, '  in  the  early  pe- 
riods of  their  settlements,  were  placed,  which  I  surely  will 
not  vindicatei  but  their  conduct  towards  the  In^ans  in  the 
main  was  honorable  and  kind.  The  charges  agunst  them, 
from  whatever  quarter,  are  substantially  unjust.  Tli^had 
a  right  to  eome  to  this  continent)  they  were  guided  hither 
by  the  hand  of  the  same  Providence  titiat  had  punted  the  In- 
dians before  them.  There  was  room  for  both.  Our  fore- 
fathers had  a  right  to  a  part  of  the  soil,  to  be  obtained  by 
honest  dealing  with  the  natives.  I  have  never  pretended 
tiiat  the  Indian  had  an  ezcluuve  right  to  all  the  land  he 
could  see  from  the  to^  of  a  mountain,  or  over  which  the 
deer  n»y  fly  before  him  in  the  chase.  But  wtuit  followa 
from  this  admission?  That  af^r  we  have  made  an  agre» 
ment  with  an  Indian  tribe,  and  got  all  we  need,  and  gua- 
rantied the  rest,  we  shall  not  be  bound  to  the  f«th  of  our 
compact?   I  trust  not. 

How  then  is  the  question  of  right  affected  by  the  prac* 
tice  of  the  colonics?  It  is  sud  they  lenslated  over  the 
Indians.  But  this  is  vague  and  genenu,  I  want  some- 
thing specific  and  distincL  Did  they,  afler  making  a  long 
scries  of  treaties  with  the  Inditn  tribes,  fixing  boundaries 
accepting  cessions,  and  guarantying  uncedeid  lands,  did 
they  turn  round,  declare  tliose  treaties  null,  break  down 
tlie  boundaries  and  seize  upon  the  land,  in  time  of  pro* 
found  peace,  and  under  the  pretence  that  tiie  treaties 
were  unconstitutional?  This  is  the  kind  of  precedent 
wanted;  not  one  resting  in  mere  political  metaphyncs. 

But  grant  they  did  aU  this,  (no  part  of  which  they  lUd,) 
and  grant  they  did  it  as  indepenaent  States,  before  the 
constitution  of  1789.  AU  this  would  not  help  the  argu- 
ment. I'he  States,  under  the  confederation,  were  clothed 
with  man^  attributes  of  sovereignty,  which  they  gave  up 
on  entermg  the  Union.  They  coined  money,  enact«t 
navigation  laws,  imposed  tariffs  to  protect  manufactures. 
The  right  to  treat  with  the  independent  tribes  of  luUans 
was  not  one  of  the  rights  ceded  to  the  States,  althoiu^ 
conflicts  eiisted  between  the  Congress  and  some  of  «e 
States  as  to  the  extent  of  their  power  in  this  respect  But 
all  the  sovereign  powers  I  have  enumerated  were  given 
up  by  the  States  in  adopting  the  constitution.  When 
Georgia  adopted  the  constitution,  the  treaty  of  Hopewell 
was  in  existence,  containing  the  most  decisive  guuantiea 
of  the  ri|^ts  of  the  Cherokees.  Bef^  the  constitution, 
Georgia  claimed  the  right  of  treating  with  the  Indianstbiit 
afterwards  never.  She  frequentiy  has  requested  the 
United  States  to  treat  for  her  benefit,  and  the  United  SUtei 
have  done  it.  And  now  the  argument  is,  that  Gieorgia  has  a 
righttoannulall  these  treaties,  because,  informer  times,  the 
colonies  or  the  SAtes  extended  their  laws  over  the  In^ns! 

Butitissiud  that. the  late  administration  pursued  the 
same  policy  of  removing  the  Indians,  and  the  friends  irf" 
that  administration  are  cliarged  with  ineonaiiten^  in  now 
oppoung  it.  No  one  denies  that  the  late  administration 
earnestly  deued  the  removal  of  the  Indians.  Itsav,  vbat 
every  body  sees,  the  inconveniences  ineident  to  the  mi> 
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dence  of  the  Southwestern  tribes  in  the  neishborbood  of 
ibe  States,  to  resolutely  bent  on  acquiring  their  lands.  It 
is  well  known  that  the  project  of  colonizing  thent  west  of 
Hissianppi  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Monroe  to  Congress, 
near  the  close  of  his  administration,  and  agiun,  with  some 
modifications,  by  Mr.  Adams  in  1828.  But  it  is  a  matter 
of  equal  notorietyt  that  neither  the  last  adnunistration,  nor 
that  which  preceded  it,  contemplated  the  attainment  of 
Hva  <^ject  in  any  odier  way  than  by  the  jcnnt  and  volun* 
tary  co-(^ration  of  the  Indians  themselves,  and  the  Unit- 
ed States.  The  idea  that  the  States  could  annul  the  trea* 
ties,  was  never  countenanced  by  the  late  President  for  a 
moment.  It  cannot  surely  be  forgotten  in  what  emphatic 
language,  on  a  very  trying  occasion,  Mr.  Adams  avowed 
his  resolution  to  support  Uie  Indians  in  the  rights  secured 
to  them  by  treaty  and  by  law. 

Georgia  had  passed  a  law  authorizing  the  survey  of  a 
portion  of  Creek  lands,  ceded  by  the  treaty  of  the  Indian 
Springs,  which  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  had  an- 
nuDe^  and  not  ceded  by  that  of  Washington.  ^Ir.  Adams 
immediately  ordered  tlie  arrest  and  prosecution  of  the 
gnrveyors.  Georgia  declared  a  determination  to  support 
lier  surreyoni  by  nufitsry  force  t  and  the  President  wb- 
mitted  the  subject  to  Congress.  Id  the  message  sent  for 
that  purpose,  he  used  this  language:  "  It  ought  not,  how- 
ever, to  be  disguised*  tlut  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Georgia,  under  the  construction  given  to  it  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  that  State,  and  the  surveys  made  or  attempted  by 
his  authority  beyond  the  boundary  secured  by  the  trea^ 
of  Washington  of  April  last,  to  the  Creek  Indians,  are,  in 
direct  violation  of  the  supreme  law  of  this  land,  set  forth 
in  a  trea^,  which  has  received  all  tlie  sanctions  provided 
by  the  constitution,  which  we  have  sworn  to  support  and 
maintain.  In  the  present  instance,  it  is  my  duty  to  say 
that  if  ^e  legislative  and  executive  authorities  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  should  persevere  in  acts  of  encroachment  upon 
the  territories  secured  by  a  solemn  treaty  to  the  Indians, 
and  the  laws  of  the  Union  remain  unaltered,  a  superadded 
obligation,  even  hiriier  than  that  of  human  authority,  will 
compel  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  to  enforce  the 
laws  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  nation,  by  all  the  force 
committed  for  that  purpose  to  his  charge." 

I  may  be  permitted  to  add  that  this  message,  and  other 
important  documents  in  the  Georgia  controvert,  were 
committed  to  a  select  committee  of  this  House,  of  which 
I  had  the  honor  to  be  chairman,  from  which  a  report  pro- 
ceeded, supporting,  in  all  points,  the  principles  laid  down 
by  the  Prendent  in  the  message  I  have  just  cited.  It  is 
obvious,  therefore,  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  the 
charge  that  the  last  administration  was  friendly  to  the  policy- 
of  removing  the  ladians  as  now  pursued.  In  &ct,  it  is 
matter  of  surprise  that  a  charge  so  notoriously  groundless 
should  be  adventured.  Had  Mr.  Adams  done  what  is  now 

Eretendedi  had  he  countenanced  Geoi^;ia,  Alabama,  and 
tiasissippi,  in  their  policy,  the  South  would  never  have 
been  consolidated,  as  it  was,  against  him;  and  I  much  dotUit 
if  the  chwr  of  SUte  wouM  have  been  filled  as  it  now  is. 

Sir,  I  think  I  have  made  out  my  case.  I  have  shown 
that  the  Cherokee  Indians  have  been  invaded  in  the  terri- 
tory and  rights  secured  to  them  by  treaty  and  by  law. 
In  addition  to  the  particulars  which  I  have  mentioned, 
there  are  others  set  forth  in  their  memorial,  wel)  deserving- 
the  conwderation  of  the  House.  Most  of  these,  for  want 
of  time,  I  must  pus  overi  but  on  two  of  them  I  will  dwell 
for  a  moment  Geordahas  contended  foraboundu-y  hne, 
under  tlie  treaty  of  the  Indian  Springs,  of  1825,  (and  m 
contravention  of  that  of  1826at  Wasliington,  by  which  the 
treaty  of  the  Indian  Springs  was  annulled,)  which  would 
take  a  million  of  acres  of  land  from  the  Cherokees.  The 
ground  of  this  claim  on  Uie  part  of  Georgia  is,  that  the 
ancient  boundary  between  the  Creeks  and  the  Cherokees 
was  greatly  to  the  north  of  the  recent  boundaryi  and  that 
the  Creeks  and  Cherokee*,  by  compact  between  them- 


selves, bad  no  right  to  change  it.  If  this  were  true,  it 
would  not  affect  the  case,  because  the  treaty  of  the  Indian 
Springs,  which  gave  G^ngia  all  the  Creek  lands,  beinc 
fraudulent  in  itself  could  never  have  given  any  rights,  ara 
was  solemnly  annulled  by  the  Senate,  the  present  Secre- 
tary of  War  voting  in  favor  of  annulling  it.  Xo'erthelesSy 
passing  by  the  treaty  of  Washington,  which  fixed  the 
boundary,  and  acting  under  that  of  the  Indian  Springs, 
which  the  Senate  declared  void,  the  President  has  under- 
uken  to  settle  a  new  boundary,  equally  to  the  dissatisfao> 
tion  of  the  Cherokees  and  Georgia;  and  has  actually  dis- 
possessed the  Cherokees,  by  a  ^mple  executive  order, 
enforcing  a  treaty  declared  by  the  Senate  to  be  fraudulent, 
nidi,  and  void,  of  four  himdred  and  sixty-four  thousand 
six  hundred  and  forty-ax  acres  of  land,  occupied,  as  they 
allege,  by  their  tribe  for  Ecneratiani. 

I  might  also  speak  of  the  countenance  which  has  been 
^ivcn  to  intruders,  in  establishing  themselves  on  lands  va- 
cated by  the  emigrants  to  Arkansas,  by  which  serious  evils 
and  constant  vexations  are  occasioned  to  the  Cherokees; 
but  I  forbear,  for  want  of  time,  to  dwell  on  the  subject. 

Nor  is  the  order  given  last  summer,  to  change  the  mods 
in  which  the  annuities  are  p^d,  less  vexatious.  It  baa 
been  called,  andl  think  with  justice,  a  small  busineH. 
The  annui^  due  to  the  Cherokees,  amounts,  I  believe,  to 
but  ux  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-ax  dollars.  It  is 
by  treaty  due  to  the  nation.  Since  tlic  Cherokees  toc^ 
our  advice,  and  estabhshed  a  regular  Govcnmicnt,  it  baa 
been  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  tlie  nation.  It  constitutes  m 
considerable  part  of  the  little  revenue  of  the  tribe.  The 
President haaseen  fit  to  order  its  payment  to  the  treasurer 
to  be  discontinued,  andtobemade  Hereafter  to  the  Indiana 
individually.  It  amounts  to  about  forty-two  cents  for  each 
of  the  population.  It  must  of  course  be  paid  in  specie. 
A  part  of  the  tribe  live  a  hundreil  or  two  miles  from  the 
agency.  Shall  it  be  sent  to  them'  SUsIl  Ihty  travel  this 
distance  to  receive  their  few  cents?  What  is  tlie  object 
of  this  change?  I  have  understood  that  it  has  been  stated 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  a  letter  published  in  the  coune 
of  the  last  summer,  that  compLiiiits  had  been  made  that 
some  of  the  Indians  are  defrauded  by  their  chiefs  of  their 
share.  However  this  may  be  with  otlicr  tribes,  to  wliich 
the  same  change  extends,  and  of  this  J  know  notliing,  I 
believe  it  is  not  so  with  the  Cherokees.  1  have  seen  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Montgomery,  the  Cherokee  aefcnt,  dated 
last  October,  in  which  he  declares  that  no  such  compUint 
has  ever  come  to  his  knowledge.  1  hope  there  is  no  rea- 
son for  the  suggestion  which  has  been  made  on  very  good 
autiiority,  that  this  change  in  the  mode  of  paying  the  u- 
nuitieslias  been  ordenS,  to  deprive  the  Cllerokee  Go* 
rchimcnt  of  the  funds  nerassary  to  enable  tlicm  to  cany 
on  the  arduous  and  discoursing  contest  in  which  they  are 
now  invoU-cd  with  the  Executive  authoritius  of  the  United 
States  and  with  Georgia. 

I  have  confined  mj^f,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  out* 
set,  almost  entirely  to  the  case  of  tiie  Cherokees.  There 
is  a  memorial  from  the  Creeks  on  our  tables,  from  whicb 
it  would  appear  that  they  suffer  from  the  same  polity. 
They  are  overrun  with  intrviders,  whom  the  Governing 
of  the  United  States  does  not  remove;  and  tlie  legislation 
of  Alabama  has  been  extended  over  them.  1  find  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  it  in  a  letter,  apparently  by  a  member 
of  tlie  legislature  of  Alabama;  **  Tuscaloosa,  (Alabam^^) 
9th  Januuy.  The  ln£ui  bill,  which  has  been  passed  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  provides  for  extending  over 
the  different  tribes  within  the  territoriil  limits,  ttie  civil 
and  criminal  laws  of  the  St&tc,  prohibiting  them  froiE 
enacting  or  executing  any  laws  of  their  owi>— tiixcs  their 
black  population,  between  the  ages  of  twelve  mid  sixty, 
with  a  poU  tax  of  fifty  cents.  The  Choctaw  and  Cliicka- 
saw  nations  arc,  however,  to  be  exempt  from  thu  opera* 
Uons  of  this  act,  so  soon  as  the  ti'caly  concliulcd  by  their 
ivspective  nations  with  tiie  United  iStatea  shall  have  becB 
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ratified  by  the  Senate.  Thtsinua&vor^eamendinentof 
lune,  and  it  vaa  all  I  could  do  to  toftcB,  in  tiiiireiy  small 
degrw,  the  rimr  of  the  law.***  , 

With  the  Chickasaws  and  Choetaws  treaties  Imto  been 
concluded  under  the  lav  of  last  session,  and,  as  I  wilt  de- 
monstrate, in  direct  violation  of  its  provisions* 

Let  me  revert  a  moment  to  the  history  ofthe  provisocon- 
tunedin  that  taw.  The  President's  message  took  the  ground 
that  thelndiaos  conU  not  be  protected  against  the  legislation 
of  the  States.  Tlie  reporu  of  the  Committees  on  Indian 
Affairs,  in  the  two  Houses,  took  the  same  ground.  Tlie 
bill  did  not  directly  grapple  with  that  p<Hnti  but,  on  both 
adeaof  the  House,  tliat  was  the  point  argued-,  and  the 
great  oMection  to  the  bill  was,  that  it  pbiyed  into  the 
bands  of  that  policy.  The  House,  as  the  event  proved, 
was  nearly  in  tquiUbrh:  the  bill  passed  by  a  vote  of  102 
to  9r.  In  thia  state  of  division  in  the  House,  the  gcntk- 
man  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Ramsxt]  moved  an  amend- 
ment, which  prevailed.  It  proi-ided,  "that  nothing-  in 
thia  act  contained  &ho.uld  be  construed  as  authorizing  or 
<Krectiog  the  violation  of  any  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  any  Indian  tribe."  llVithout  tills  proviso,  1  am 
persuaded  the  bill  could  not  have  passed. 

By  this  clause,  the  House  solemnly  provided  that  the 
treaties  were  constitutional,  and  could  not  be  vioUtcdt 
And  if,  as  it  would  seem,  the  President  thinks  them  uncon- 
stitutional, 1  do  not  understand  how  he  could  sign  the  bill- 
He  thought  proper,  by  a  special  message,  to  guard  the 
House  against  even  construing  a  law  passed  at  the  last 
session,  in  a  sense  deemed  by  him  unconstitutional;  and, 
in  appending  his  signature  to  it,  it  would  appear  th:it  he 
has  endorsed  upon  the  official  roll  of  the  law  a  sort  of 
(qualifying  reference  to  that  message:  an  entirely  novel, 
lingular,  and,  as  I  think,  uoconstitutionid  step.  In  this 
case,  he  ugns  a  bill,  in  which  the  constitutionality  of  the 
treaties  is  expressly  recognised,  although  he  deems  them 
all  ntill  and  inoperative. 

With  this  act  in  hjs  hand,  and  the  half  million  in  his 
pocket,  the  Secretary  goes  down  to  the  Chickasaws  .nid 
Uhoctaws.  tells  them  that  the  President  will  not  protect 
tiiem  from  the  legislation  of  the  States;  and,  "  under 
these  circutestanccs,"  negotiates  the  new  treaties.  These 
treaties  have  not  been  submitted  (not  being  as  yet  rati- 
6ed)  to  the  House  nf  Hcpresentativea.  T^om  the  best 
sources  of  information  to  which  I  have  bad  access,  I  have 
been  led  to  the  opinion,  that  the  tone  of  the  Secretary's 
commuiucations  with  the  Choctawswas  ofthe  most  urgent 
and  imperative  character.  No  one  denies  that  tlie  exlen- 
non  of  State  laws  over  the  tribes  is,  of  itself,  a  violation 
of  all  the  treaties!  but,  in  the  case  <^the  Cboctavn,  there 
were  peculiar  proviuons  in  their  treaties,  which  are  con- 
travened and  broken.  By  the  treaty  of  Doak's  Stand, 
negotiated  with  that  tribe  in  1820,  by  the  present  Chief 
ll^istratc  and  the  worthy  gentleman  (Gen.  Hinds]  who 
now  represents,  the  Slate  of  Miaslsaippi,  it  was,  in  tiie 
f<Hirth  article,  stipulated  as  follows:    "The  boundaries 

*  hereby  established  between  the  Choctaw  Indians  and  the 

*  Uiuted  States  on  this  sidb  ofthe  Mississippi  river,  shall 

*  remain  without  alteration,  until  the  period  at  which  said 

*  nation  shall  become  so  civilized  and  enlightened  as  to 

*  be  made  citizens  of  the  Umted  -Statest  and  Congress 
'  shall  lay  off  a  limited  parcel  of  land  for  the  benefit  of 
'  each  family  and  individual  in  the  nation." 

Some  uneasiness  on  the  pai-t  of  the  Choctaw  nation  ap- 
pears to  have  been  produced  by  this  stipulation;  and  it 
was,  accordingly,  in  the  treaty  with  the  Choetaws,  nego- 
tiated at  Waslnngton  iirl835,  further  provided,  "lliattiie 
'  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  aforeiud  shall  be  so  modified 

*  as  that  the  Congma  of  the  Uiuted  States  riidl  not  ezer- 

'S'mce  ifai*  ipt^cti  wita  d>-lirercd.  I  Iutc  aaderitood  ibsl  billi  han 
bcrii  iuiru<lue<  li  iii  Uiib  bnnichr*  iiribe  IjCEiilainic ul  Alaluiiiiii,  tu  ri'- 
|<r«l  ibe  taw  niitiditig  tlirjuritdietioaaf  we  Sisw  vttt  ikelitdiaut; 
with  «hat  laeKU,  I  aia  nuuilbna  d. 


'  cise  the  power  of  apportioning  the  land  for  the  benefit 
'  of  each  family  or  individual  of  the  Choctaw  nation,  and 
'  of  bringing  them  under  the  laws  of  the  United  State% 
'  but  with  the  consent  ofthe  Choctaw  nation!" 

So  unequivocal  was  the  condition  of  the  Choetaws,  un- 
der these  treaties,  timt  the  St.iteof  Mississippi  decided,  in 
1826,  that  thcv  had  not  a  right  to  legiskte  for  their  own 
citizens,  wandering  into  the  Choctaw  nation,  fugitives 
from  tlie  justice  ofthe  State.  In  the  face  of  these  treaties, 
in  the  fiice  ofthe  proviso  of  tiie  law  under  which  he  was 
acting,  refusing  expressly  to  authorize  their  violation,  the 
Secrecy  goes  to  the  Choetaws,  tells  them  in  substance 
that  the  old  treaties  will  be  rcgiu-ded  by  the  Executive  of 
tlic  United  States  as  unconstitutional,  and,  knowing  that 
their  consent  to  remove  depends  upon  this  one  fact  and 
no  other,  he  assures  tiiem  the  President  vill  not  enforce 
the  treaties,  and,  under  these  circumstances,  induces  a 
portion  of  them  (how  large  a  portion,  I  know  not)  to  cede 
the  lands  of  the  nation.  To  cfTccfe  tliis  object,  there  it 
Ki'eat  reason  to  believe  that  very  Urge  temptations  were 
ulfercd  to  tlie  individuals  possesung  influence  in  the  tribe. 

Now,  I  say  the  law  ofthe  last  session  was  conditional; 
and  tUe  appropriation  contained  in  it  was  conditionally 
made.  The  condition  was,  that  the  treaties  should  not  be 
violated.  It  is  known  to  every  gentleman  in  the  House, 
that  the  sole  con^ildei-ation  which  induced  the  Choctawi 
to  agree  to  remove,  was  tlic  assurance  of  the  Secretary, 
that  the  fiovcrnniciit  of  the  United  States  would  not  pro- 
tect tiiem  fVom  the  violation  of  the  treaties.  It  is  unne- 
cessary to  press  this  matter  muc'i  fui  tJier.  I  have  stated 
most  of  tiie  grounds  on  which  I  rest  the  propriety  and 
expediency  of  adojitjiig  my  motion.  It  is  admitted bythe 
States  Uiat  they  consider  these  treaties  as  unconstitutional, 
and  act  accordingly. 

I'lie  President  acquiesces  in  this  course,  on  the  part  of 
the  States,  although  it  is  his  sole  duty,  in  reference  to  thu 
matter,  to  ciif^jrce  ihc  law,  of  which  these  treaties  are  a 
part.  Congress  last  winter  made  express  provision  against 
their  violation.  TIkcy  are  violated.  Let  us  then  either 
make  provision  to  execute,  or  let  us  abrogate  tiiem  avow- 
edly. It  is  due  to  consistency,  good  faith,  and  common 
honesty. 

TUe  President  lias,  with  Ills  annual  message,  sent  us  a 
letter  from  tJie  superintendent  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Afiiiirs,  in  which  that  ofnctr  states  that  the  law  of  1803 
"is  the  pntieip:d  one  which  governs  all  our  relations  with 
tlie  Indian  triljes,"  and  recommends  its  revisal  and  modi- 
iication,  to  suit  the  cliangcs  produced  by  subsequent 
treaties,  and  otiier  causes.  The  same  message  is  acconi< 
panied  by  the  Icttur  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  which 
i  have  already  referred;  telling  us  that  the  provisions  of 
that  law  are  unconstitutional,  and  the  President  nn^Iects 
to  enforce  them  in  Svor  of  those  tribes  over  iriiich  the 
States  have  extended  their  laws. 

Let  us,  then,  tiie  Congress  of  the  United  States,  if  we 
think  this  law  is  constitutional,  make  provision  to  execute 
it;  if  wc  think  it  is  defective,  kt  us  amend  it.  If  we  think 
it  is  unconstitutional,  let  ua  repeal  it.  That  law,  by  which 
all  our  Indian  relations  arc  regulated,  ought  not  surely  to 
remain  in  its  present  state. 

If  ths  treaties  are  constitutional,  let  us  enforce  them. 
If  they  are  unconstitutional,  let  us  abrogate  them;  let  us 
repeal  the  proviso  of  the  Wt  session;  dccjare  them  null 
and  void,  and  make  what  compensation  we  can  to  the  de- 
luded beings  who,  relying  upon  our  faith,  have,  at  dif- 
ferent periods,  ceded  to  us  mighty  and  fertile  repcHis^ 
OB  a  consideration  for  the  guaranty  contained  in  these 
compacts. 

Sir,  this  is  a  dreadful  affair.  Heaven  is  my  witness, 
tliat  1  would  rather  palliate  than  magnify  its  character: 
but  I  can  think  of  nothing  so  nearly  parallel  to  it,  as  the 
conduct  of  tiie  British  Government  towards  the  native  in- 
habitants of  St.  Vincent.  This  ii  a  precedent  from  one  ot 
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tiie  vorat  periods  of  the  BritUi  Goremment — that  of  the 
administration  which  drove  America  into  revolution.  It 
TM  a  trwuaction  on  a  smsJl  BCide,  in  an  obscure  island, 
and  toward  a  bandfiil  of  men.  But-  it  left  an  indeli- 
ble stigma  oa  those  reqMMiwble  for  itt  a  stigma  on  an 
■dministntion,  which  nothing  tnoderately  unjust  could 
^sg^ace;  a  stigmat  vhich  would  have  been  as  notorious  as 
it  was  indelible,  but  for  the  orershadowing  enomuty  of 
the  treatment  of  America,  which  succeeded.  If  we  pro- 
ceed in  this  path,  if  we  now  bring  this  stain  on  our  annali^ 
(f  we  suffer  this  cold  and  dark  edipse  to  come  over  tiie 
bright  sun  of  our  national  honor,  I  see  not  how  itfamerer 
pass  off;  it  will  be  as  eternal  as  it  is  total- 
Sir,  I  will  not  believe  that  Georgia  wiUperseTCK.  She 
will  not,  for  this  poor  corner,  scarcely  Tinble  on  the  map 
of  her  broad  and  fertile  domainfi,  permit  a  reproach  to  be 
cast  upon  her  and  the  whole  Union  to  the  end  of  time. 

As  for  the  character  of  the  country  to  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  remove  the  Indians,  I  u-ant  only  light.  It  wss 
all  we  asked  last  session;  all  I  aak  now.  I  quoted 
then  an  die  aitttiorities,  &vorablc  as  well  as  unfavor^le, 
with  which  I  waa  acquainted.  The  friends  of  the  policy 
refused  us  the  only  means  of  gettingaudienticinfbnnation 
on  the  subject — a  comnussion  of  respectable  citizens  of 
the  United  Stated  sent  out  for  the  purpose.  Since  the 
subject  was  discussed  last  session,  two  more  witnesses, 
not  tlien  heard,  have  spoken.  Dr.  Jamn,  who  was  ap- 
pointed to  accompany  Colonel  Long  on  his  tour  of  ex- 
ploration in  tlus  rcspon,  has  thus  expressed  himself: 
"The  re^;ion  to  wMch  Mr.  MoCoy  proposes  to  remove 
*  the  IndiaiiB  would,  such  is  its  naked  and  inhospitable 


request.  Many  of  them  were  negotiated  under  the  in- 
structions of  Washington,  of  Adams,  and  of  Jefferson— 
the  &then  of  our  liberty.  They  are  gone,  and  will  not 
witness  the  spectacle  i  but  oar  present  Chief  Hwisttatc, 
as  he  hyi  tbenv  one  by  one,  on-the  fire,  «iU  see  lua  own 
name  subscribe  to  a  goodly  number  of  then. 

Sir,  they  ought  to  be  dcstrwed,  as  a  warning  to  the 
Indians  to  make  no  more  compaeU  with  us.  The  Pr««- 
dent  tells  us  tiiat  the  Choctaw  treaty  is  probably  the  last 
which  we  shall  make  with  them.  This  is  well{  though, 
if  they  remain  on  our  anl,  I  do  not  see  how  future  trea- 
ties are  to  be  avoided.  But  1  trust  it  b  the  last  we  shall 
make  with  them;  that  they  will  place  tbemsclres  beyond 
the  reach  ttS  our  treaties  and  oar  lawsi  of  our  prondsev 
and  our  mode  of  keeping  them. 

There  ia  one  sad  allevution  of  tiie  &te  of  some  of  these 
tribes.  When  the  Dossessions  of  the  rural  population  of 
Italy  were  parcelled  out  among  the  Roman  legions,  by  * 
policy  too  nmilar  to  that  which  we  are  now  pursuing  to- 
wards the  Indians,  it  was  the  pathetic  inquiry  of  a  poor 
shepherd,  who  was  driven  from  his  natire  snl,  lus  culti- 
vated farm,  and  the  roof  of  bis  infancy, 

ImptM  liMc  MM  cdIu  noralia  miln  habHiit, 
Bartanw  bM  wgemf  En  MiMermuagraj 

It  will  be  some  sad  alleviation  of  the  fiite  of  these  depend- 
ent dlies,  whom  we  are  ui^n^  into  tlie  Western  wilder- 
nesa,  that  their  Iand%  and  their  houses,  their  fields,  and 
their  pastures,  tlieir  civilized,  improved,  and  christian 
homes,  will  pass  into  the  poasesnoii  of  their  civilized  and 
ctiristian  brethrent  irtio^  1  doubt  nat»  will  do  their  best  to 
mitignte  the  bittemen  of  the  cup.  At  some  fbture  day, 
'  character,  soon  reduce  avilized  men  who  sliould  be  Isliould  they  escape  the  destruction  which,  as  I  think,  im- 
*  confined  to  it  to  barbarism."  pends  over  them  bejrtmd  the  Missossippi,  some  of  ttt^^r 

children  will  perhaps  be  moved  by  the  desire  to  under- 


In  1827,  before  this  question  was  controverted,  a  report 
was  made  by  the  commissioners  appointed  to  lay  out  a 
road  from  the  western  boundary  of  Missouri  to  Santa  Fe, 
in  New  Mexico-  These  commissioners  report,  that,  in  the 
whale  line  of  thar  march,  extending  seven  hundred  miles, 
if  all  the  wood  wluch  they  passed  were  collected  into  one 
forest,  it  would  not  exceed  a  belt  of  trees  tiiree  nules  hi 
width! 

But  all  this  does  not  change  tlic  question.  It  merely 
suggests  the  possibility  of  an  alternative  of  evil.  If  all 
the  land  were  as  fertile  as  some  small  part  of  it  probably 
is;  if  it  were  as  safe  from  the  wild  tribvs  of  the  desert,  as 
it  is  notoriously  ezpoaedf  if  wood  and  water  were  as 
abundant  as  they  are  confessedly  scarce;  if  it  were  the 
paradise  which  it  is  not;  so  much  the  worse  tm  the  In- 
dians—the miserable  victims  whom  we  are  gwngto  dehide 
into  it.  The  idea  that  they  can  there  be  safe  is  perfectiy 
chimerical;  and  every  argument  to  show  that  the  land  is 
good,  is  an  ailment  of  demonstration  tiiat  they  wiH  soon 
be  driven  from  it.  If  all  these  treaties  cannot  save  them, 
notiiing  can.  What  pledges  can  we  give  stronger  than 
we  have  ^ven? 

It  is  pi^y  for  this  reason  that  I  urge  the  House  to  set- 
tle the  question;  and  tlje  more  pliunly  we  meet  it,  if  we 
settle.it  against  the  Indians,  the  more  humane  will  be  our 
conduct.  If  we  intend  to  be  fiiitiiless  to  all  these  com- 
pacts, let  our  want  of  fiutb  be  made  as  iBgoaland  manifest 
as  it  can  be. 

Here,  at  the  centre  of  the  nation,  beneath  the  ptBtala 
of  the  eapitol,  let  us  solemnly  auspicate  the  new  era  of 
vioUted  promises,  and  tarnished  fiuth.  Let  us  kindle  a 
grand  council-fire,  not  of  treaties  made  and  ratified,  but 
of  treaties  annulled  and  broken.  Let  us  send  to  our  ar- 
chives  for  the  worthless  parchments,  and  burn  them  in 
the  bee  of  day.  There  will  be  some  yearnings  of  huma- 
mty  as  we  perform  4he  solemn  act.  They  were  negotiap 
ted  for  valuable  considerations)  we  keep  the  cmMera- 
tion,  and  break  the  bond.  One  nve  peace  to  our  afflicted 
frontier;  another  protected  our  infant  settlements.  Many 
were  made  when  we  were  weafct  nearly  all  at  our  earnest 


take  a  pious  pilgrimage  to  the  seats  from  which  (ticir 
fathers  were  removed.  Tbe  children  of  the  exile  will 
not,  I  know,  be  turned  unkindly  from  the  door  ofAhe- 
child  of  the  "fortunate  drawer."  Here,  they  will  fay, 
are  the  roofi  beneath  which'  our  parents  were  bom,  and 
Cat  which  our  white  brethren  cast  lots;  here  are  the  sodr 
beneath  which  tbe  ashes  of  our  forefathers  are  laid;  and 
there  are  tbe  ruins  of  the  council  house  where  the  Uth 
of  our  great  father  was  solemnly  pledged  to  protect  us! 

Sir,  it  u  for  tliis  Congren  to  say  whether  such  is  the 
futurity  we  will  entail  on  these  dependent  tribes.  If  they 
must  go,  let'  it  not  be  to  any  apot  within  the^  United  States. 
They  are'not  safe;  they  cannot  bind  us— they  C!>nA0t  trust 
IIS.  We  sliall  solemnly  promise,  but  we  qluill  break  oar 
word.  We  shall  sign  and  seal,  but  we  shall  not  perform. 
Let  them  go  to  Texas;  let  Hbtm  join  the  Camanches,  for 
their  sakes,  and  for  ours;  for  theirs,  to  eseape  the  disasters 
of  another  removal — for  ours,  that  we  may  be  spared  its 
shame. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  done  my  duty.  I  have  intended  notiw^ 
offensive  to  any  mai^  at  body  of  men.  1  hare  aimed  only 
to  speak  the  &uth,  honertly  and  earnestly,  but  not  op]pTo> 
briously.  If,  in  the  heat  of  the  moment,  I  have  uttered 
any  tiling  which  goes  beyond  this  limit,  I  wish  it  unsaid. 

I  am  not  without  hope%J;^t  Congress  will  yet  throw  its 
broad  shield  over  these  our  fellow-beings,  who  look  to  us 
for  protection,  being  perfectly  satisfied  that,  if  the  ques- 
tion could  be  presented  fm  from  all  extraneous  con- 
siderations to  the  dednon  <^  the  House,  it  would  be  fir 
the  preservation  of  the  treaties. 

But,  however  this  may  be,  1  am  conlitient  that  the  time 
is  not  far  distant  when  the  people  will'  be  all  but  unani- 
mous in  this  matter.  I  believe  that  even  now,  could  it 
be  freed  frcnn  all  delusive  coloring,  and  submitted  to  tiie 
n^fh^compai^  in  the  Union,  of  sober,  unprejudiced, 
disinterested  men,  thar  voice  would  reach  us,  like  a  rurii- 
ing  storm  from  heaven.  Uather  thin  have  this  ball  made 
the  theatre  of  such  a  disastrous  violation  of  tiae  natioBs] 
faith,  they  would  speak  to  us  in  a  tone  wluch  would  riiate 
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these  massjr  columna  to  their  bue.  and  pile  this  canopy 
in  heaps  on  our  heada. 

[Mr.  S.  addrewed  the  House  until  near  four  o'clocic 
tooayi  vben,  being  evideAtljr  much  exhausted,  (faaviitg 
not  loKg  rince  recovered  from  n  severe  iUness,)  Mr. 
Watvx  and  Mr.  Vattcz  rose  at  the  same  moment,  to  re- 
quest that  he  would  yield  to  a  motion  for  adjoummenti 
wluch  he  did,  and  the  House  adjourned.  Mr.  E.  there- 
fore deliTCred  a  portion  of  the  preceding  remarks  on-thc 
f<dlovtiuf  Honday,  when  the  subject  agahi  came  Op{  but 
the  urtwle  of  his  speech  is  embodied  abore''] 

ToMDAT,  FKsauAaf  15. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  CHILTON,  by  instruction  of  the  Committee  on 
AUIitary  Pensions,  moved  a  resolution  to  set  apart  Wed- 
nesday, the  16th  instant,  for  the  consideration  of  bills  and 
reports  respecting  the  claims  for  revolutionary  pensions. 

Connderable  discussion  took  place  on  the  reaolutionf 
principally  as  to  the  propriety  of  giving  preference  to 
this  species  of  business,  over  the  other  important  matters 
before  the  House,  in  which  Mean^.  CHILTON,  HOFF- 
MAN, TREZVANT,  CRAIG,  POLK.  ORENNELL, 
DRAYTON,  and  WICKLIFFE,  jo'med.  After  an  inef- 
fectual motion  of  Mr.  SPEIGHT  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  tatjle,  Mr.  I'AYLOR,  for  the  purpose,  he  said,  of 
preveuting  ipore  time  from  being  consumed  on  the  reso- 
nttioA,  (ban  it  would  take  to  pass  half  ctf  the  pennon  bills, 
moved  the  previous  question,  which  was  earned,  and  the 
renslwtion  adopted.  («o  modified,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
WniTTLtsET,  as  to  confine  its  openition  to  bills,  to  the 
ezcluston  of  reports.) 

Mr.  HAYNES,  for  the  purpose,  he  said,  of  obtaining 
an  opportunity  of  replying  to  some  of  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
BvEBm,  yesterday,  on  the  In£an  qneation,  and  return- 
ing ^me  of  the  favors  he  had  bestowed  on  Georgia, 
moved  to  suspend  the  rule  which  confined  the  continu- 
ance of  that  debate  to  Mondays,  and  to  allow  it  to  proceed 
to-day;  but  the  motion  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  H.,  then  referring  to  a  case  stated  in  the  joumids 
of  last  session,  where  the  question  on  the  reference  of  a 
petition,  near  the  close  of  the  session,  was  debated  from 
day  to  day,  asked  of  the  Chair  in  what  that  case  was  <^ 
tinginahed  ftaok  this,  to  justify  A  different  practice.^  He 
knew  of  no  rule  of  the  House  on  the  subject. 

The46PEAKER  «ta  understood  to  reply  that  there 
was  no  pofftive  rule  which  forbad  the  continuance  of  the 
debate  from  day  to  day-;  but  the  decision  in  the  present 
case  was  founded  on  what  was  understood  by  the  Chur 
to  be  the  sense  oS  the  House,  and  the  Acquiescence  of  the 
House  in  that  decision. 

Mr.  LECOMFTE  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  up  his  resolution  propo«ng  to 
limit  the  term  of  service  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Coivtt  but  the  motion  was  rejected  almost  unanioKiuBly. 

BILL  FOR  THE  REUEF  OF  SUSAK  DECATUR. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE,  acconUqg  to  notice,  now  moved  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  Friday  last,  by  which  this 
was  rejected.  Had  the  bill  been  so  amended  as  to, 
grant  to  toe  nieces  of  Commodore  Decatur  a  portion  of 
the  sum  of  thirty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and  twelve 
dollars,  proposed  to  be  allowed  to  his  widow,  he  believed 
tlie  bill  would  have  passed;  and  it  was  to  try  it  with  such 
an  amendment  that  he  moved  its  reconsidcmtion.  He 
therefore  honed  no  gentleman  would  vote  for  the  recon- 
sideration who  did  not  intend  to. vote  for  tiie  bill  if  it  should 
be  so  amended,  as  it  would  be  a  waste  of  Ae  time  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  MERCER,  leat  that  which  was  done  by  a  full  House, 
might  be  undone  by  a  thin  one,  moved  a  call  of  the  House) 
but  the  motion  was  negatived. 


The  question  wiu  then  put  on  the  reconsideration  of 
the  former  Vote,  and  was  carried  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas 
99,  nays  96;  and  the  question  therefore  recurred  on  or- 
dering the  bill  to  a  thira  readit^. 

Mr.  MIU.ER  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  pro* 
viding  that  twenty-one  thousand  four  htindrcd  and  twelve 
dollu«  be  p^d  to  Mrs.  DcCatur,  and  ten  thousand  dollars 
to  the  dau^ters  of  Commodore  Decatur's  sister,  Mrf. 
McKnight. 

Mr.  HAMM0N3  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  which 

Sarticukrized  the  nieces,  so  aa  to  leave  the  grant  to  be 
Ivided  amongst  all  the  riiecea  of  the  deceased  Commo- 
dore, his  brother.  John  P.  Decatur,  having  daughter* 
equally  entitled. 

■  Mr.  DODDRIDGE  opposed  the  motion.  Hil  object 
was  to  provide  for  those  who  were  brought  up  by  Com- 
modore Decatur  as  a  part  of  his  family. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Hi.)n(oxs  was  lost;  and.  on  motion 
of  Mr.  HOFFMAN,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on 
Mr.  Millib's  amendment. 

Vb.  McDUFFIE  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
adding  thereto  a  provinon,  that  an  additional  sum  of  ten 
thouwid  dollars  be  given  to  Mrs.  Decatur,  if,  at  tiie  end 
of  three  years,  that  amount  should  not  be  claimed  by  the 
inferior  classes  provided  for  in  tlie  bill. 

Mr.  MILLER  accepted  the  amendmentt  but,  it  being 
opposed  by  Messrs.  WILLIAMS,  TAYLOR,  and  DRAY- 
TON, it  was  subsequently  witlidrawn. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  ISiWM'n  amend- 
ment, and  agreed  to  by  the  tbUowing  vote— yeas  100, 
nays  B3. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  now  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Naval  committee,  with  instructions  so  to  amend 
as  to  provide  for  distributing  the  one  hundred  thouKnd 
dollars  appropriated  according  to  the  prize  act. 

Sane  debate  aroee  on  tUs  motion,'  o»the  put  of  Uetsrs. 
WILLIAMS,  CHILTON,  and  BARRINGERf  when,  to 
put  an  end  to  what  be  deemed  fiirther  unnecessary  dis- 
cussion, as  he  presumed  every  member  was  prepared  to 
vote  on  the  Wll, 

Mr.  POTTER  moved  the  previous  question;  yhich, 
being  sustained,  it  brwi^t  the  question  at  once  to  the 
third  rea^ng  of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  accordingly  put,  "  Shall  the  bill  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time?"  It  was  dedded  in  the 
negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barringer,  Baylor,  Beek- 
man,  Bell,  Borst,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burges,  Cambre- 
leng,  Campbell,  Carson,  Clay,  Colemati,  Condict,  Craig, 
Crocheron,  Crowninshield,  Deberry,  De  Wkt,  Dickin- 
son, Do^lridge,  Dorsey,  Drayton,  Dwiglit,- Eager,  Earll, 
Joshua  Evans,  E.  Everett,  Finch,  Ford,  Forward,  Fry, 
Gilmore,  Gordon,  Green,  Habey,  Hawkins,  Hemphill, 
Hinds,  Hodges,  Holland,  Howard,  Ihrie,  Tltomas  Irwin, 
Isacks,  Jarvis,  R.  H-  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  Leiper,  Lent, 
Mallary,  Marr,  Martin,  Thomas  Maxwell,  McCreery, 
McDufRe,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Mcnell,  Muhlenberg, 
Nuckoll^  Overton,  Putton,  Pearce,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter, 
Ramsey,  Ifondolph,  Rose,  Scott,  Smith,  A.  Spencer,  U. 
Spencer,  Sterigere,  Stephens,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro, 
Varnum,  Verplancl^  Washington,  Wnyne,  Weeks,  C .  P. 
White,  Edwawl  D.  White,  Wilde,  Wilson.— 90. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Angel, 
Armstrong,  Bailey,  Noyes  Barber,  Barnwell,  BartTey, 
Bates,  James  Blair,  John  Bhiir.  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Butman,  Cahoon,  Chandler,  Childs,  Chilton,  Claiborne, 
Coke,  Conner,  Cooper,  Cowlcs.  Crane,  Crawford,  Crock- 
ett,  Daniel,  Davenport*  John  Davis,  Desha,  Draper,  Dud- 
1^',  Duncan.  ERsWorth,  Greorge  Ivans,  Horace  Everett, 
Findhy,  Foster,  Gaither,  Grennell,  Hall,  Hammons,  Har- 
vey, Haynes,  Hoffman,  Hubbard,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Hunt- 
ington, W.  W.  Irvin,  Jennings,  Johns,  Kendall,  Kincaid, 
Pcrkini  lUn^  A.  Iting,  Lamar,  Lea,  Leavitt,  Lecomptc, 
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Lewis;  Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Magx:e,  Martindale,  Lewis 
Maxwell,  McCoy,  Pierson,  Rendier,  Richardson,  Koane, 
Kussel,  Saiiford,  W.  B.  Shcpaid,  Aug.  II.  Sheppcrd, 
Shields,  Sill,  Spcifjht,  Sprigy,  Staiibcry,  SUndefer, 
Henry  B-  StoiTS,  Vt'.  L.  Storr^  Stronr,  Swann,  SwiA, 
Taylor,  Teat,  W.  Thompson,  John  l^omson,  Tracey, 
Trczvant,  Tucker,  Vance,  Vinton,  Whittlesey,  Williams, 
Yancey.— 99. 
So  the  bill  was  again  rejected. 

RELIEF  TO  L.\ND  PTJBCHASERS. 

The  House  took  up  tlic  bill  fVom  the  Senate,  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  passed  on  the  3l3t  March,  1830,  for 
the  relief  of  purcliastra  of  public  lands,  and  for  tlie  sup- 
presuon  of  fraudulent  practices  at  the  public  sates  of  the 
laiuls  of  the  United  states. 

Mr.  IRVIN,  of  Ohio,  opposed  the  bill  with  much  ear- 
nestness, and  moved  to  strike  out  the  second  section. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  said,  he  liopcd  be  should  be 
indulgi'd  by  the  House  in  ET'ving  some  explanation,  and 
in  the  statement  of  a  few  facts,  in  reference  to  the  bill  un- 
der consideration.  It  will  be  pci-ccivcd,  siiid  he,  by  all 
who  have  attended  to  the  rcadiup  of  the  bill,  that  its  pro- 
visions are  intended  to  be  snppk-mcntaiy  to,  and  cmen- 
dytory  of,  tiie  hiw  passed  at  llie  l:'jit  session  for  the  relief 
of  ImvI  purchasers.  That  law  has  extended  relief  imper- 
fuctly,  and  TWy  unequally.  I'o  tlio-e  who  bought  land  at 
fourteen  dollars  per  acre,  and  upwards,  which  had  revert- 
ed with  the  onc-fbitrth  paid  thtTcon,  patents  were  givciij 
without  fui  tlier  payment;  whilst  those  wijo  liad  purcliased 
IwkIs  :it  less  tlian  fourteen  dollars,  which  hiive  since  re- 
verted, were  required  to  pay  additional  sums  per  acre, 
vai'j  ing  according  to  the  orif^inal  price.  So  in  reyanl  to 
the  relinquished  land,  however  valuable  it  may  be,  or  at 
wha'cver  pKccsit  may  have  sold,  (and  the  prices  varied 
from  two  dollars  up  to  forty,  fifty,  and  even  as  high  as 
seventy  and  ei(fhty  dollars  per  acre,  merely  for  agricid- 
tural  purposes,)  yet  no  higher  price  than  three  duiliu^ 
a'ul  fifty  ce;its  per  acre  is  requited  by  tho  law  for  any 
cl:i^s  or  petition  of  it,  wiiile  none  is  pennittcd  to  be  taken 
at  less  than  one  dollar  fifiy-six  and  a  fourth  cents.  This  is 
a  variation  of  Icsa  than  two  dollars  in  all  the  diH'crent  cliisiies 
and  gi-adcs,  from  the  most  inferior  nnd  unproductive  to 
the  must  fcrt-lc  and  valuab'c.  It  is  of  the  injustice  and  in- 
equality of  the  operation  of  this  law,  that  the  mc-monalists, 
wlK;yc  interests  are  embraced  by  thin  bill,  complain. 

U  bcems  to  me  that  this  brief  cxplan^ition  of  tlic  princi- 
ples of  the  law  p!i:iscd  at  the  lur,t  scasidn,  wouJd  be  a  suf- 
licient  exhibition  of  its  dcA'Cts,  to  sati-sfy  evei-y  miKd  t!iat 
soiiic  air.endtneut  is  demanded  by  that  juht  ce  wliich  re- 
gards the  interests  of  all  cl.is:>cs  with  equal  favor.  But, 
air,  as  the  bill  has  been  attacked  with  such  vehemence  by 
the  gentleman  fi  um  Ohio,  [Mr.  InriN,]  as  he  has  diouglit 
proptT  to  spcuk  of  the  large  aii;ount  which  it  proposes  to 
}^ivc  away,  and  has  endeavored  to  impress  the  Hoiise  with 
l!ic  itk-a  that  :in  immense  interest  is  involved,  and  that  the 
nica,-,iire  is  one  of  unusually  important  character,  I  feel 
c^iUud  upon  to  go  further  into  the  difcusaion.  The  advo- 
cate.'! (-f  tltc  bill  can  lose  nothing  by  investigation;  for  the 
bett«:riti»  understood,  the  more  conclusive 'Rill  appear 
the  ju;!'nc.-is  nnd  reasonabknesa  oi  Uic  claim  urged  by  this 
u:.ri>rtii:.:itc  chit:j  of  our  feihiw-cltizcns. 

Sir,  as  this  bill  i  i  intfiuicii  to  c.irry  out  the  praiciplcs  of 
t'le  act  of  loat  sc'ssion,  alivady  menti(i:n.-fi,  and  to  equalize 
it-i  op.ra'ion,  it  may  not  bj  unpropcr  or  unprofitable  very 
hrii-liy  to  review  tlie  gi-ounds  on  which  your  interposition 
wiis  a^kcd,  and  upon  wliich  Uiat  measure  was  accord- 
ed. You  litid  been  mcnioilalizcd  vi-ai-  afleryear  upon  this 
subject,  both  by  the  people  and"  the  legiAiturei  of  the 
n-  w  Sutcj.  Again:  at  the  lastsesslon  your  attention  was 
udied  to  the  various  causes  which  bud  conspired  to  pro- 
duce the  unprecedented  embana'tt.ment  and  intoU-rahic 
ilbli'cas  wiiicli  i)r»:vbiled  mure  espcc  ully  lii  the  Southv.-cst, 


from  which  quarter  came  tlie  pettdona  for  the  modific*- 
tions  of  the  law  now  proposed.  You  were  reminded  of 
the  great  inducement  to  purchaie  land  in  tbat  section  of 
the  country — the  production  of  cotton,  the  grnt  staple  of 
tlie  South*  to  which  the  kmI  and  dioiate  were  believed  to 
be  alike  adapted)  and  that  at  the  time  of  those  sales  (du-  ' 
ring  the  years  1818  and  1819)  this  staple  was  more  in  de- 
mand, and  commanded  a  higher  price  than  at  any  other 
period  of  our  history,  except  in  tne  two  or  three  preced- 
ing years.  You  were  called  on  to  take  into  view  the  au> 
porabundanee  of  the  drculatinr  medium  in  thoM  yttn, 
occasioned,  in  no  small  degree,  by  die  eztnonUnary  mul- 
tipl'.cation  of  banks  in  every  State  and  territory,  particu- 
l:uly  in  the  West,  which  were  then  iasuing  milLons  of 
money,  in  the  diape  of  promises,  never  to  be  redeemed} 
and  all  this  then  rcceivwle  in  your  land  offices.  You  were 
told  of  the  five  or  six  millionaof  ■<  Hisatssippi  stock,"  the 
fruit  of  comprmnise  with  the  "  Yazoo  claimants,"  as  th^ 
were  familiarly  called,  ianted  by  your  authority  and  di* 
rection,  to  be  received  in.the  land  offices  of  Misnssipiu 
and  Alabama  ilone,  wfaidi  added  greatly  to  the  already 
delusive  appearance  of  capital  and  prosperity  in  those 
Stites.  They  reiterated  their  well-founded  complaints  of 
the  combinations  of  speculators,  who  crowded  the  different 
pluces  of  sale,  for  the  purpose  of  monopolizing  the  lands 
which  hod  been  imprareu,  and  rendered  productive  by 
tlu-T  ttnl,  and  industry,  and  enterprise;  in  consequence  of 
which  they  yrert  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  giving^ 
priced  the  most  extravagant,  even  for  those  extnvagant 
times,  or  submit  to  be  driven  still  further  back  into  the 
w  ilderness,  at  seasons  when  ruin  and  starvation  would 
h:ive  been  the  almost  hievitable  result  to  many  of  their 
families.  After  all  this,  when  the  currency  of  the  United 
States  had  been  reduced  from  about  one  hundred  and  tea 
millions  to  forty-five  millions  of  dollars;  when  the  Missii* 
«ppi  stock  had  almost  entirely  disappeared;  when  many 
of  the  banks  had  exploded,  and  the  paper  of  ninc-tentha 
of  them  was  refused  in  paj^ment,  you  aoaodoned  the  cre- 
dit system,  and  sold  your  land  for  cash,  at  a  reduction  of 
37  A  per  centum. 

They  turned  youratteotipn  to  another  fact,  which  seems 
to  me,  of  itself,  conclusive  of  their  claim  to  your  equitable 
consideration — the  sudden  and  luiprecedented  reduction 
in  the  value  oftheir  staple,  its  continued  depresnon,  and 
the  conseqtient  proportionate  diminution  in  the  value  ai 
the  capital  employed  in  ita  production.  When  Uie  lands 
iji  question  were  sold,  and  for  several  previous  year*,  cot- 
ton would  readily  command  from  twenty-five  to  thirty 
cents  per  pound;  for  some  years  past,  tlie  average  price 
lias  not  been  more  than  one-fourth.  As  much  land  oiid  aa 
much  labor  are  now  required  to  produce  a  given  quantity, 
.s.ty  hfty  thousand  pounds  of  nett  cotton,  as  then;  but  mark 
the  dinerence  in  the  sum  received  by  the  planter.  At  the 
price  in  1813,  (as^mingtwen^-eightcenta  as  the  average,) 
that  quantity  was  worth  (14^000;  at  the  price  of  the  last 
four  or  five  years,  (assuming  seven  cents  as  a  &ir  average,) 
the  same  quantity  would  only  be  worth  $3,5iJ0,  Bear  in 
mind,  too,  that  nie  diminution  in  the  amount  of  incidental 
expenses  has  not  been  in  equal  pn^iortiont  while  cotton 
has  gone  dowu  three-fourths,  they  have  not  been  reduced 
more  than  one-feurth.  Suppose  the  former  amount  of 
those  charges  to  have  been  (3,000,  it  would  have  left  the 
planter's  nett  profit  at  yi2,000{  take  from  the  total  pro- 
duct  now  $1,500,  being  one-fourth  less,  and  it  leaves  him 
only  J2,000,  onh'  one-«xth  of  the  former  profit.  If  the 
name  quantity  of  land,  witli  the  same  amount  of  capital  and 
labor  employed  in  its  cultivatttm,  will  profit  the  owner 
but  one-sixth,  can  it  be  worth  wic-ftiurth  the  price  at 
which  it  nught  before  have  been  reasonably  eatimated* 
That  it  is  not,  is  as  clear  as  demonstration  itself;  and  the 
trutli  of  the  melancholy  conctunon  would  be  attested  by 
the  judgment  of  all  who  have  lived  in  the  region  alluded 
to  during  the  last  twelve  yean. 
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Feb:  16,  ISSl^ 


ilefie/  to  Land  Pvt^aatn. 


[H.  ovR. 


Ba^  beaidei  Umm  Actih  iriikh  vcm  abundkatly  esta- 
blnhed  by  nferenoa  to  thie  bktoty  of  tiie  eoonfry*  it  ma 
■homi  by  the  official  report  of  ttw  Com^Mtoner  of  the 
Genenl  Land  Office^  tint  the  pOrehawrt  of  huxl  in  Ala- 
banut  had  piud,  fbr  nearlyhalf  a  inimon  of  acres  which 
had  rererted,  an  arerage  price  of  one  dollar  and  thir^- 
nine  cents  per  acre,  when  your  sales  of  iU»out  the  same 
quanti^,  m  the  same  State,  during  the  three  precedhig- 
yean^  had  n:ceeded  that  average  but  three-tenths  of  a 
cent  per  aero,  and  vheu  the  arerage  price  of  near  a  mil- 
lion Mid  a  half  of  wesmt  wiM.  durii^  the  same  three  years 
in  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Bfissonri,  bad  ftHen  short  of  that 
average  abont  fourteen  cents  per  acre,  having  brou(^t  but 
one  dollar  twenty -five  cents  and  six  milk  per  acre. 

In  viev  of  such  facts,  tbev  called  upon-  you  to  relieve 
them  from  their  distress  and  •mbarrassment — to  exempt 
them  from  the  ruinous  confequencei  of  contracts,  which 
had  been  made  improviduitlyt  but  in  good  ftith.  Upon 
tins  candid  and  ^ust  expontim  of  the  grounds  on  which 
they  rested  their  citums,  tiiey  asked  j^ou  to  suflTer  them 
to  retain  their  homes,  wUcb  ui^  had  improved  by  much 
labor  and  expenditure,  at  the  fitir  value,  as  it  had  been 
ascertuned  by  that  most  in&llible  of  all  tests— experience. 
They  called  on  you  as  their  brethren,  and  the  representa- 
tives of  their  brethren  in  every  section  of  their  beloved 
country,  to  deal  with  them  on  the  broad  and  liberal  prin- 
ciple* of  equi^  and  good  consdence.  They  appealed  to 
your  sense  of  justice  uid  your  magnanimity.  Thank 
heaven!  their  appal  was  not  whoU^  in  vaint  you  did 
accord  to  them  pvtial  reKefi  many  of  them,  periiaps  the 
larger  portion,  are  satisfied.  Those  who  had  purchased 
the  most  valuable  lands  were  entirely  relieved  from  the 
insupportable  burden  of  debt  which  had  been  hanging 
over  them  Ibr  years,  and  threatening  them  and  tlieir  fami- 
nes with  banknipt*^  and  ruin.  Those  who  had  purchased 
inferior  lands  found  in  the  law  wauut  mitigation  of  dieir 
grievances — a  suspension' itf  the  sales  of  tfadr  htnnes,  whidi 
were  to  have  taken  place  in  the  ensuing  spring  and  sum- 
mer, and  the  harbinger,  as  they  hoped  and  believed,  of 
more  equal  and  liberal  justice  at  the  present  session. 

The  petitionervnow  complain  that  the  act  of  last  session 
**  does  not  afford  to  them  either  an  adequate  or  propor- 
tionate rehef."  They  disclaim  all  '*  invidiiKis  fiseling*  at 
the  goAd  fortune  of  the  holders  of  hig^  priced  lands,  who 
are  presented  with  patents  on  surrendering  their  certifi- 
cates and  paying  fees  of  office."  Nor  do  they  com- 
plain "  of  the  pre-emption  rights  granted  to  settlers  on 
the  public  lands;"  but  they  "view  with  surprise  and  re- 
gret the  fact  of  their  forming  an  isolated  class,  apparenth 
excluded  from  tbe  &vor  of  Government."  Tt)ey  think 
(and  it  is  certainly  a  reasonahte  opimoo)  that  * '  if  the  ob- 
ject oi  Congress  was  to  raise  a  certain  amoant  from  land 
debtors,**  it  was  but  **  jurt  that  it  should  have  been  drawn 
in  ratable  propwtiens  ftom  allt"  whilst,  in  point  of  bet, 
■'the  heaviert  contributions  have  been  levied  upon  the 
holders  of  low  priced  lands,  generally  conasting  of  the 
poorer  classes  of  sodety."  Sudi  is  ncir  languwe,  and 
such  are  their  viewsi  and  they  are  unquestionably  founded 
in  truth.  Whoever  has  examined  the  enactments  of  the 
bw  complained  of,  and  has  understood  its  operation,  will 
be  ready  to  respcmd  to  the  truth  and  aocuraoy  of  eveiy 
ground  assumeu  by  the  memorialists. 

Sir,  what  do  the  petitioners  ask?  Simply  that  you  will 
extend  to  them  relief  proportionate  to  that  which  you  have 
extended  to  their  more  fortunate  and  more  wealthy  bre- 
thren and  fcUew-BufTerers.  They  ask  a  measure  of  justice, 
equal  to  that  which  you  have  meted  out  to  otliers,  who 
are  less  needy,  and  have  no  better  cUms,  on  any  fi^r  prin- 
dpte.  The  basis,  the  very  foundation  of  th«r  claim  is, 
that  it  is  as  ftir  to  presume  that  reverted  or  relinquished 
lands,  which  origiiudty  sold  for  less  than  fourteen  dcdlars 
per  acre,  brougtit,  or  rather  exceeded,  its  wopertionate 
value,  as  ttiat  tliose  lands  did  which  sold  fotrhigl 
Vol.  VU.— 46 


And  is  not  this  assumption  perfectly  reasonable  and  well 
founded^  Is  it  not  ft  fiur  eonchiaon,  that  hmd,  aitoated 
in  the  same  icetion  country,  put  up  at  auction  at  the 
same  time,  in  tbe  same  marked  and  in  the  same  commu- 
nity, wooM  sell  according  to  its  proportionate  value,  hav- 
ing reference  to  the  quali^  of  soil,  vtuation,  and  all  other 
incidents  which  enhance  or  dinunish  W  You  must  admit 
it,  or  agree  that  your  mode  of  selling  the  public  lands  is 
entirely  erroneous;  for  the  auction  system  is  predicated 
on  the  assun^>tion  that  it  is  the  true  mode  of  getting  the 
fUl  and  Ur  value  of  each  tract  of  land. 

Sir,  it  may  not  be  improper  ttf  explain  Ikht  this  in- 
equality was  produced.  Almough  the  bill,  as  originally 
introduced,  was  less  &vorable  to  a  large  portion  of  the 
purchuers  who  sou^t  reUef,  yet  K  was  fiir  more  equal  in 
Its  distribution.  The  infiuence  which  the  ftvorable  opin- 
ion and  aanetion  of  tbe  Comn^oner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  woidd  im^wbly  have  on  the  action  of  the  House, 
induced  me  to  enclose  to  Um  a  copy  of  the  orieind  bill, 
and  ask  him  to  exan^e  its  provisions,  and  ^ve  tus  views 
in  reply.  He  did  examine  ^  and  approved  its  provinons 
in  the  maint  but,  in  concluuon,  remarked,  "As  those- 
persons  who  purchased  origlniilfy  at  very  extravs^ant 
prices,  say  at  fifteen  dollars  per  acre,  or  upwards,  may 
not  be  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  ust  provison 
of  the  firU  section,  and  those  of  the  second  eectiMi,  I 
would  siwgest  tiie  fvopriety  of  inserting  a  maximiim  priee 
forUmse  uAds."  Heaec<»abij;^returi)edthecopycnthe 
bill,  which  I  had  enclosed,  with  provisoes  inserted  In  ih» 
first  and  second  sections,  linuting  the  price  c£  each  class  t» 
three  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  as  it  finally  passed.  I  have 
the  original  letter  of  which  I  have  spoken  now  on  tay 
desk,  subject  to  the  examination  of  any  gentleman  who 
may  derire  it.  The  Comintttee  on  the  Public  Lands  were 
willing  to  report  the  bill  as  approved  by  Mr.  Graham, 
iriiile  they  bu  refused  aeun  and  igfon  to  repw^  withoat 
amendment,  the  bill  which  had  passed  the  Senate,  ftnn; 
the  price  to  be  paid  for  both  daises  of  land  at  one  dollar 
and  twentf-five  cents  per  acre.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, what  course  was  left  to  be  pursued  by  the  dele* 
gations  from  the  new  States?  If  they  could  not  obtain  all 
they  thoi^t  required  by  the  ntuation  of  their  respective 
constitoenti^  would  they  hare  been  jostiftcd-  in  rqeetii^ 
that  which  was  oflTered  or  could  be  obtdnedf  I  am  an- 
swer more  particularly  fbr  my  coUea^es  and  myself^  All 
the  reverted  and  relinquidied  land  m  Alabama  had  then 
already  been  proclaimed  fbr  mle  in  tiie  months  of  May 
and  June  following.  Our  constituents  were  the  great 
suffers.  Indeed,  they  had  suffered  more  than  the  dti- 
zens  of  all  the  other  new  States  togetheri  ahd,  in  a  sale 
at  auctiMi,  they  would  have  been  obl^ed  to  encounter 
hands  of  ipeeulators  of  vmty  gnde,  from  the  ciyiuUat 
who  enters  the  market  and  buys  on  his  own  mon^,  down 
to  the  contemptible  hush-money  deider,  who  often  swin- 
dles without  money.  Sir,  a  system  of  this  character  had 
grown  up  and  been  mattved  am<mg  us,  and  we  had  wit. 
nessed  the  baoefol  effects  of  its  operation.  No  time  was 
to  be  lost;  fbr  only  a  lew  days  more  than  two  months  were 
to  elapse  between  the  time  at  which  the  measure  was 
under  oonnderation  and  the  eommeneement  of  tlie  sales. 
With  tills  threateiui^  array  of  evils  before  us,'  ook 
leagues  and  myself  on  consultation  as  to  the  most  cUscreet 
and  prudent  courM  for  the-interest  and  safety  of  our  coa> 
stituent^  determined  to  pass  the  biU,  if  possible — not  as 
the  most  just  and  equal  measure  which  ve  could  have 
asked  or  deared,  but  as  tiie  best  that  could  then  be  ob- 
tained. We  could  not  feel  justified  in  tbe  rejection  o£ 
refief  to  one  ptntioiL,  because  it  coald  not  be  equsi^ 
tended  to  all;  and,  if  we  bad  done  so,  we  riwold  nave  me- 
rited and  recdv«l  the  exeeratiens  of  all.  For  one,  I 
should  have  fdt  it  my  duty  to  have  obtidncd  rdief  for  ssi|f 
gorton,  however  few,  if  notlung  better  could  have  beca 
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BdUf  to  Land  Parduatrt. 


[Psa.  15, 1831. 


But,  wlienee  comet  this  nofent  oppOBtion  to  the 
bUl  cm  TOUT  table?  ProiB  one  of  the  Bepresentatives  from 
Ohio— from  a  Bepreaentatire  from  a  Weitem  State,  and 
of  a  people  who  hare,  doubtleaa,  in  Bome  degree,  once 
•tnigi^ea  with  the  nme  current  of  advcnity  which  has 
BO  long  threatened  to  orerwhelm  Uie  people  of  Alabama. 
His  coiwtitttents  hannfp  escaped  froB  the  difficutfy  and 
danger  wUch  perhaps  once  ciMbartaased  tiiem,  ob- 
tained a  secure  footii^  on  firm  ||TOund,  he  would  look 
hack  opon  ui^  stin  striTing  to  extncatc  ourselves  from  the 
perl  which  surrounds  u^  and  menaces  our  existence;  and, 
so  &r  fhnBextCB^ng  the  helping' hand,  he  would  dissuade 
others  from  doing  so.  Sir,  can  this  be  consistent  with  the 
cliari^r  sod  marosniim^  of  the  people  of  Ohio?  Would 
thejr,  because  th^  are  now  independent,  and  may  posa- 
bly  haye  bccoae  ao  ondn  a  ksa  Ubend  po&t^  than  we 
att^  be  wiUiMP  to  refuse  us  aanatance  when  our  ^tuation 

□nirea  itf  WyuU  they  deny  wd  to  othersb  i>e«ause  they 
not  reeared  (were  it  the  fact,)  or  because  they 
now  stand  in  no  need  thoneelTesf  Sir,  I  am  unmlUng  to 
beliere  iti  and  1  will  not  ascribe  to  them  s  dwacter  so 
selfish  and  illiberal. 

But  the  gentieman  speaks  of  tiie  pr^judidal  effect 
wUch  is  to  be  produoed  on  the  value  of  lands  owned  by 
indlnduals:  he  means  what  I  have  often  beard  him  ex- 
press, that  sitch  measures  ar«  calculated  to  uidiinge  tlie 
ralue  of  real  estate.  Whose  interest  is  likely  to  be  so  af- 
fected? Not  that  of  the  planter  or  farmer,  who  usually 
has  only  the  quantity  of  land  he  wishes  to  occupy  and  cul- 
tivate lor  the  support  of  bis  family,  and  to  rear  and  edu' 
cato  his  children.  Such  men  do  not  wisli  to  sellg  they  do 
not  regard  the  market  price  aa  matter  of  interest  to  them- 
aclrest  they  generally  expect  to  live  and  die  on  the  parti- 
adar  places  which  they  have  selected  for  rendence;  but, 
if  they  did,  the  cheapness  of  land  elsewhere  would  be 
proportioned  to  the  diminution  of  the  value  of  their  own, 
and  would  meet  the  wants  and  interests  of  their  rising  fi- 
milies.  Would  the  gentleman  insist,  that,  because  some 
of  us  may  have  made  hard  bargain^  and  have  (pren  high 
iwices  for  our  lands,  we  riioala  object  to  btbera  getting 
thwra  on  reasonable  terms?  Sir,  mai^  of  myeonstduents 
have  given  mndi  more  than  the  value  of  their  lands;  do 
they  oppose  the  relief  sought  by  their  ncagbhors  and  fel- 
low-citizens? By  no  means;  but,  on  the  contraiy,  would 
rejoice  at  their  defivcnmce.  I  have  pven  more  than  twen- 
ty ddlars  per  acre  for  a  portion  of  the  land  I  cultivate, 
for  which  f  could  not  now  obtain  five  dollars  per  acre;  but 
would  I,  on  thkt  account,  refiise  to  let  my  neiglibor  liave 
his  land  on  jurt  terms,  or  envy  his  good  fortone  were  he 
to  get  it  for  lem  dtan  its  value,  bccume  the  effect  might 
be  to  cheapen  mine  f  airi  br  ftxmiit.  Were  I  capa- 
ble of  audi  ilUberal  sentiinents,  such  want  of  magnanimity, 
the  hi^Midnded  and  generous  people  whom.  1  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  would  spurn  me — they  would  discard 
ae  from  their  confidence. 

Sir,  it  is  not  interest  of  the  fiumer  or  planter  that  b  to 
b«  affected  by  reduoing  the  price  of  pnhnc  land^  or  ex- 
tending reUef  to  land  debtors.  It  is  mly  the  interest  of 
the  speeuktort  the  interest  of  the  landmonger,  wlw  buys 
and  sells  for  profit,  and  who  has  large  quantities  on  hand, 
that  can  be  injured  by  such  measurest  and  they  alone 
would  be  likely  to  complain.  I  will  not  chai^  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  with  mtentling  to  represent  the  interest 
of  large  landholdera  and  speculators,  Instead  of  that  of  the 
greet  body  of  the  people;  but  1  will  state  some  facts^  from 
which  gememen  can  draw  their  own  deduction^  as  to  the 
cf&et  of  his  course  of  poffi^. 

Many  years  ago,  eertun  grants  were  made  to  certun 
agents  uid  directors  of  the  "Ohio  Company  of  Associates." 
I  think  the  first  was  for  seven  Imndred  and  fifty  thousand 
acres,  a  second  tract  contained  about  two  hundred  and 
fiurteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty.Av«  acres,  and 
n  tturd  coDtUMd  one  hundred  thousand  icrei.   AU  Umob 


grants,!  bdiev^  were  made  to  the  same  "  Ohio  Company 
of  Associate^"  aoMMinting  to  more  than  a  nuUion  of  acres. 
A  grant  was  subsequently  made  to  John  Cleves  Symmee 
for  one  million  of  acres,  thot^  afWrwards  modifi^  and 
the  quantity  somewhat  rcduc«L  StlU  another  grant  was 
made  to  the  iobabitaats  of  GaIliop<dis«  f<H-  twenty-four 
thousand  acree*  There  may  have  facoi  other  large  grants 
to  cooipaniea  or  to  individual^  which  I  have  not  noBced; 
but'  those  fltatod  unount  to  about  two  nuUions  of  acres. 
Sow,  sir,  much  of  this  land  may,  and  doubtless  does,  re- 
main unsold;  nor  will  it  sell  for  {uxifit  while  there  is  much 
land  in  market  on  reasonable  terms.  Consequently,  it 
would  be  to  the  interest  of  individuab  or  companies,  so 
situated,  tltat  no  land  should  be  brought  into  market;  or, 
if  any  be  off««d  fwsale,  that  it  shall  be  on  terms  so  high 
as  to  make  it  the  interest  of  purchssm  te  buy  erf"  them  ra- 
ther than  of  the  Government  On  the  same  principle, 
relief  to  purchasers  who  have  made  nunous  contracts 
ought  not  to  be  granted*  or,  if  granted  at  aQ,  on  cautious 
terms,  lest  the  value  of  real  estate  in  the  hands  of  indivi- 
duals sliould  be  impaired.  Such  an  tnlereatas  that  to  wluch 
I  have  alluded,  u  much  better  subserved  by  keeping  up 
the  price  of  the  pubUc  lands,  and  by  refusiiwreUcf  to  the 
purcliasers  under  die  credit  system,  than  the  intereat  of 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  or  that  <rf'the  Government. 

Sir,  the  people  of  Alabama  have  paid  a  larger  amount 
of  muney  into  tlie  treasury,  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  acres  which  have  been  sold  within  her  lindts,  tlian  t  iiose 
of  any  otiier  State.  By  the  report  of  a  select  comniiUee, 
made  in  February,  1829,  it  appears  that  tlie  whole  quan- 
tity of  I»iid  then  sold  amounted  to  twcn^-one  miIl:on  six 
hundred  and  ■eventy^eight  thouaand  one  luradred  and 
twenty-nine  acres,  for  wSch  the  Government  had  receiv- 
ed thirty -six  million  thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  and 
three  doilars.  Of  tliat  sum,  AUbama  had  then  paid  seven 
million  two  hundred  and  seventy-four  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty-«x  dolbrs  ami  twenty-four  cents — be- 
ing more  than  one^fth  of  the  total  amount  paid  by  all  the 
Dth  V  Sttites,  for  a  httle  more  than  three  millions  of  acre% 
or  about  one^eventh  of  the  aggregate  quantity  of  bod 
sold.  Up  to  the  same  time,  Ohio  had  paid  about  sixteen 
millions  of  doUara  for  idiout  lune  millions  of  acres.  The 
average  price  paid  by  Ohio  was  one  dollar  and  seren^- 
eighl  cents  per  acre,  while  Alabama  had  paid  an  average 
price  of  two  dollars  and  twenty-four  cents  per  acre,  and 
exceeding  the  average  price  of  Ohio  forty*  x  cents  per 
acre,  if  gentlemen  will  Uke  the  trouble  to  make  Uie  esti- 
mate, lliey  will  find  the  excess  paid  by  the  people  of  Ab- 
bama,  over  those  of  Ohio,  for  an  equal  quantity  of  land, 
accordii^  to  thb  difference  of  price  in  tlie  two  Stattd, 
amounts  to  nemfly  a  nuUion  and  a  half  of  dollars.  Is  not 
this  difTerence  enormous  to  result  from  the  sale  of  a  little 
more  than  three  millions  of  acfes?  Yet  it  is  from  a  part 
of  the  repreaentation  from  Ohio  that  we  encounter  the 
most  prompt,  detadetl,  and  unrelenting  oppoiution  to  every 
measure  proposed  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  in  the  State 
from  which  I  come,  and,  I  may  add,  to  every  measure 
whidi  is  calculated  to  fiivor  the  growth  and  pro^erity  of 
the  new  States  genersUy. 

Under  tliis  view  of  the  subject,  I  appeal  to  gentlemen 
to  say  whether  it  is  unreasonable  to  ash,  or  to  expect,  tlie 
relief  contemplated  by  the  bill  under  conaderation.  We 
do  not  propose  to  take  a  single  acre  for  a  less  price  than 
one  dollar  and  twcnty-five  cents.  We  oficr  for  lliis  infetior 
land  such  price  aa  you  faa\-e  received  (deducting  nx  mills 
per  acre)  for  near  a  nullion  ami  a  huf  of  acres,  sold  in 
three  of  tlie  new  States,  in  three  succewve  years  preced- 
iiig  the  last  season  of  Congrera;  and  within  a  few  cenU  of 
the  price  received  for  near  half  a  million  of  acres  atJd,  in 
the  sstttc  three  years,  in  the  State  wli;ch  1,  in  part,  have 
tlie  honor  to  rrpresent.  We  offer  the  same  price  for 
which  you  soU  several  hundred  thouaand  acres  during 
the  last  year,  under  Uie  "act  to  gnat  pre^oqiCou  righu 
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to  settlers  on  the  pnblic  landsi"  a  large  portion  bf  which 
wa-s,  moat  likely,  land  of  the  beat  qusJity.  Nor  shoiiW  It 
be  fotrotten  that  the  individuals  who  now  ask  relief,  and 
seek  the  award  of  justice  at  yotir  hand,  '*  generally  con- 
sist of  the  poorer  classes  of  society,"  as  tliey  have  them- 
selves remarked.  Thb  position  is  obviously  true,  judging 
from  the  nature  of  things,  and  the  experience  and  obser- 
Tstion  of  all.    It  is  almost  a  necessary  result  of  competi- 


tion at  a  sale  of  lands  to  the  highest  bidder,  that  men  of  entered  into  the  dtscnsrioit  (some  of  them  repeatedljr) 


wealth  should  become  the  purciwsers  of  the  most  fertile 
and  valuable  tracts,  by  the  force  of  capital,  driving  those 
who  are  poor  to  the  more  inferior  lands.  But,  sir,  if  rea- 
soning be  not  suffirient  to  establish  the  fact,  I  have  no 
hesitancy  in  ofTcrinr  in  its  support  the  humble  testimony 
of  my  own  knowledjpe  of  its  truth,  as  a  general  propor- 
tion, from  persona]  wservmtion.  As  I  urged  in  the  com- 
mittee at  the  last  session,  and  have  repeated  at  the  pre- 
sent one,  the  holders  of  this  inferior  description  of  tan 
are  the  Class  of  persons  who,  above  all  otfiers,  have  had 
the  hardest  b.argains  from  the  beginning,  and  have  the 
strongest  claims  to  fiivor  and  indulgence. 

Sir,  in  any  just  aspect  in  which  the  subiect  can  be  pre- 
sented, the  relief  proposed  by  the  bill  is  but  fair  and  rea- 
sona.bIe.  The  grounds  on  which  it  is  asked  are  fully  sus- 
tained by  the  &et8  and  views  which  have  been  presented, 
whether  considered  in  reference  to  the  interest  or  true 
policy  of  the  Government.  The  relief  prayed  is  from  con- 
tracts the  most  hard  and  inequitable,  ma<Ie  under  circum- 
stances agunst  the  influence  of  which  no  man's  wisdom  or 
circLtmspcction  was  a  sufRcient  safeguard.  I  will  not  be- 
lieve, until  it  is  demonstrated  by  a  vote  of  the  House,  that 
you  wilt  rigidly  adhere  to  the  unequal,  unjust,  and  severe 
terms  of  Uie  act  of  last  sesstont  or  that  you  will  deny 
relief  commensurate  with  the  most  Uberal  principles  of 
equity  and'good  conscience. 

Mr.  BAYLOR  also  supported  the  bill,  and  replied  to 
Mr.  lavtx. 

Mr.  IRVIN  rejoined  more  at  large  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  WICKLIFPE  commenced  a  speech  in  fx\'or  of  the 
bill,  and  had  spoken  some  time,  when  be  gave  way  to  a 
motion  to  adjourn;  and 

The  House  adjourned.  - 

WnnasAT,  FsBBirm  16. 
THB  JDDICIARY. 
Tlie  House  remmed  theeonridflntidn  of  the  resolution 
proposing  to  print  rix  thousand  additional  copies  of  the 
reports  o>  the  majority  and  minority  of  the  Juc^ciary  com- 
nuttee. 

Mr.  DANIEL  resumed  the  floor,  and  consumed  the  re- 
mainder of  the  allotted  liour,  in  the  continuation  of  hts 
speech  On  the  judiciary-~[as  reported  on  a  preceding 
page.]    When  he  had  taken  Iiia  seat, 

Mr.  BAKRINOER  gave  notice  that  when  this  subject 
came  Up  to-morrow,  he  should  make  a  question  of  order, 
whetiier  it  Was  competent  fur  memben,  oir  a  ample  mo- 
tion, to  print  the  report^  to  go  into  a'  Mneral  cUscusrion 
of  the  reports  themselves,  and  the  vhwe  subject  of  the 
judiciary, 

SLAVE  TRADE. 
Mr.  MERCER  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  of  the  House 
in  regard  to  motions,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  himself 
to  submit  a  resolution  requesting  the  Executive  to  enter 
into  negotiations  with  the  maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  to 
induce  them  to  enact  laws  declaring  the  African  slave 
tra.de  piracy,  and  punishing  it  as  such;  but  the  motion  (rc- 
qairiiig  two-thinU)  was  lost— 63  to  54. 

REVOLUTIONARY  SOLDIERS. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  cm  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  of  1828,  (brthe  relief  ofcer- 
ikin  s-irviring  ofiicers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution. 


[This  bill,  as  usual  on  all  bills  making  general  provi- 
sion on  the  subject  of  pensions,  gave  rise  to  much  debatei 
especially  on  the  oflen  discussed  question  of  including  the 
militia  in  the  relief  extended  to  the  regular  soldiers.  The 
debate  on  this  question  arose  on  a  motion  by  Mr.  TUCK- 
ER, of  Soutli  Carolina,  to  include  the  militia  volunteers 
and  State  troops  in  the  present  bill,  which  was  ultimately 
adopted,  almost  by  ^neral  consent   The  gentlemen  who 


were,  Messrs.  VERPLANCK,  DAVIS,  of  Mass.,  WIL- 
LIAMS, TUCKER,  TAYLOR.  CHILTON,  CRAIO, 
SURGES,  BATES,  RICHARDSON,  HUNTINGTON, 
SPENCER,  of  New  York,  McDUFFlE,  A.  H.  SHEP- 
PERD,  STRONG,WlLDE,CAMPBELL.  ELLSWORTH, 
SPEIGHT.  BARRINOIiR,  POLK,  and  SWIFT.  The 
following  dtetch  embraces  the  principal  festurci  of  the 
discussion.] 

Mr.  VERPLANCK,  (on  whose  motion  the  House  took 
up  the  bill,)  said  that  the  memorial  of  the  parties  was  so 
succinct,  and  at  the  same  time  so  expresuve,  that  he  should 
refrain  from  enteringinto  an  argument  in  support  of  their 
claims.  He  merely  wished  the  raemorbtl  to  be  read. 
The  memorial  was  then  read. 

Hr.  VERPLANCK  expluned  the  object  of  the  bm.  tt 
went  to  give  to  those  individoals  who  had  retired  ftwn  the 
service  after  the  capture  of  Cornwallis,  but  befive  the 
conclusion  of  the  war,  the  benefits  of  the  pennon  act  of 
1 828.  He  moved,  in  amendment,  that  such "af  them  as  had 
served  two  years  and  si;  months,  should  be  includcfl. 

Hr.  TAYLOR  said,  timt  when  it  was  considered  what  a 
length  of  time  had  elapsed  ^nce  these  services  were  ren- 
dered,  he  thought  tliat  a  service  of  two  years  might  be 
considered  sufficient  to  entitle  the  parties  to  the  benefit  of 
the  act.    He  subnutted  a  motion  to  this  effect. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  several  other  blanks  ie 
the  bill  having  being  filled  up. 

The  subject  was  further  debated  by  Messrs.  VEIfc 
PLANCK,  TAYLOR,  CHILTON,  BURGES,  DRAPER, 
BATES,  HUNTINGTON,  DRAYTON,  McDUFFlE,  and 
A.  H.  SHEPPERD.  - 

Mr.  TUCEER  then  moved  the  amendment  proridiw 
for  an  extension  of  the  benefitsof  flie  bin  to  the  niUtiaw 
tlw  several  States  who  actually  served  fiir  nuuMhi  in 
the  war  of  the  revolution. 

Mr.  CHILTON  moved  that  the  commhtee  rise,  report, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  ag^-tin,  in  order  that  the  House  miffht 
go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  military  pennon 
bills,  as  directed  by  tlie  resolution  passed  on  the  preced- 
ing day. 

Mr.  WILLI AHS  trat'in  fitvor  of  extending  the  provi- 
sions of  ^e  bill  to  the  milida  of  the  States.  He  tmstetl 
that  the  committee  would  not  rise  until  they  Came  to  a  fiiMl 

decision  on  the  subject. 

Some  discussion  arose  on  a  point  of  order,  whethertbe 
question  of  a  motion  fi>r  the  committee  to  rise  was  debat- 
able. 

It  was  decided  by  th6  Chur  that  the  questj<m  of  a  mo- 
tion to  rise  was  not  debatable. 

The  question  was  tiien  taken  on  Ur.  CanT0v*s  motioni 
which  was  negatived.  ^ 

The  sobject'under  conHdentian  was  the  amendmentflf 
Mr.  TccKXB. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  resumed  hii  obtemtions  ia  its  sup- 
port 

Hr.  SPENCER,  of  Kev  ToA,  argued  that  if  die  otnend- 
ment  should  be  attached  to  the  bil^  it  would,  in  his  opi- 
nion, be  Indubitably  lost  in  the  Senate.  It  wotdd  be  bet- 
ter Uutt,  if  the  militia  should  be  compensated  in  the  sanw 
manner  with  the  regular  soldiers,  a  separate  VAX  on  the 
subject  should  be  brought  before  Congress. 

Mr.  McDUPFIE  was  in  &vor  of  the  amendment  pro-' 
posed  by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Tdckir,]  and  he  atsu  red  tile 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Hr.  JSkkxckr]  that  tt  wa« 
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not  with  a  view  of  defeating  the  bill,  nor  did  he  think  it 
dwuld  produce  that  effect.  He  dlouriiU  if  months" 
wen  stricken  out,  and  "tune  mon^' inserted  in  lieu,  that 
the  bill  ought  to  pass.  If  the  re^kr  soldier  vho  served 
in  the  Teruatimanr  war,  was  entitled  to  the  relief  of  Con- 
gress, be  contentwd  tlut  the  nulitia  soldier,  who  was 
equally  meritorious,  was  entitled  to  the  same  conadera- 
tioa.  Since  the  year  1818,  all  regular  soldiers  who  had 
aerred  nine  monuis  in  the  rerolutiooary  war,  and  were  in 
needy  circumstance^  had  received  pennons.  It  is  now 
asked  that  ^e  same  provinon  shall  be  made  for  the 
mifitia  Dun  of  equal  merits,  as  WM  made  twdlve  years  ago 
for  the  regular  solder. 

Mr.  TUCKER  bad  no  objection  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment to  aa  to  place  mihtia  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
Soldiers  ot  the  line  who  had  serred  nine  months. 

Mr.  STRONG  sun^Bted  that  if  Mr.  Trcxan  dunUd 
withdraw  his  amendment,  and  the  words  "of  the  eoa&- 
Dental  line'*  were  erased  fr<Hn  the  bill,  it  would  indudethe 
troops  of  all  descriptions  who  served  in  that  war. 

Mr.  TUCKER  defined  to  accept  of  any  modification 
which  would  defeat  his  object.  What  that  object  was, 
he  had  before  stated.  It  was  to  render  one  Mid  the  same 
justice  to  the  regular  sddier  and  the  nulitia  man.  Mr.  T. 
aubsequently  modified  it  so  as  the  bill  should  read,  to  in- 
clude volunteer  State  troops  and  militia.  ' 

Mr.  WILD£  Averted  to  the  eminent  sovices  rendered 
by  the  militiat  to  the  battle  of  Kii^s  mountain)  to  the 
deeds  ofGenerals  Marlon  and  Sumptert  and  to  numerous 
other  action^  in  which  the  militia  and  State  troopihad  distin- 
guided  themselves  during  the  revolutionarr  contest,  and 
contended  that  they  deserved  equally  oTtheir  country, 
vith  the  continental  troops. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  that  the  committee  risei  but 
the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  TUCKER  then  modified  hb  amendment^  so  h  to 
praHde  iu  oompensating  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
militia  in  a  proportion  to  &e  compensation  allowed  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  ^the  continental  hne. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Masaaehusetts,  rose,  and  said  his  senti- 
ments on  this  subject  .were  so  well  known  to  most  of  the 
members  of  the  comccittee,  that  it  would  be  a  work  of  su- 
pererogation to  make  a  finmal  expresaon  of  them.  It 
was  well  known  that  he  was  ancerely  and  ardently  desir- 
ous of  doing  justice  to  all  persons  who  bekn^ed  to  the 
army  of  the  revtdution.  He  was  anxious  th^  should  all 
be  paid  for  their  services;  and,  had  it  depended  on  him, 
tUs  act  of  justice  would  not  bare  been  postponed  to  this 
late'day.  Important,  however,  as  time  b  to  toe  House,  he 
fth  himself  constrained  to  make  some  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Wilds,]  who^  while  he  nad 
dwe  ample  justice  to  the  nulitia  of  die  .South*  had  not 


troopa  m  ute  Nfffth.  Tfie  senices  of  these  men,  said 
Mr.  D>,  are  so  identified  with  the  great  achievements 
of  tiie  revolution,  and  so  revered  and  cherished  in  the 
recollecttoDS  of  the  population  of  the  N<Hth,  that  they 
need  no  vindication  there;  but  there  are  persons  less  &- 
miliar  with  the  story  of  the  revolution,  who  may  be  mis- 
led by  the  declaration  of  the  gentieman  that  many  of  the 
■d£ti»  of  the  North  i^re  out  who  did  little  service,  and 
tiierefbre  are  not  entitled  to  the  conndaitti<m  of  tUs  Go- 
vernment. I  loMiw  this  assertion  was  made  without  the 
subtest  intention  of  giving  offence;  but,  as  it  does  great 
iiyustiee  to  this  deserving  class  of  person^  I  cannot  suffer 
it  to  pass  unnoticed. 

The  militia  of  the  North  did  no  service!  Who,  sir, 
moved  by  the  great  impulses  of  patriotism  and  an  ardent 
love  of  liber^,  opened  tiie  f^at  avenue  <^  the  revolu- 
tion at  Lexington?  The  nulitia.  Who  were  they  that 
TOlunteered  ^eir  services  against  oppresnon,  left  the 
peaceful  occupations  of  private  life,  and  marched  under, 
standard  or  freedom  fo  Bunkst**  hill,  and  oficred  up 


their  Uvea  in  the  grcaX  cause  of  hbo^,  vban  you  had  no 
Ctovemment  to  raise  or  pay  an  army,  or  even  to  protect 
your  atizcns  from  being  executed  as  rebels  and  traitors 
if  they  fell  into  the  tuuids  of  the  ennmy^  The  militia; 
and  they  carried  on  the  memorable  rie«e  of  Boston,  and 
drove  from  the  devoted  State  of  Massachusetts  the  armies 
and  navies  of  Great  Britwn.  This  is  service  enou^  to 
immortalize  them—hut  their  achievements  did  not  end 
here.  The  triumph  at  Bennington  stands  emblazoned  on 
the  page  of  histonr;  and  who  was  there?  The  nulitia  of 
the  granite  State.  The  militia  too  hsda  large  share  of  the 
glory  and  honor  of  arrestiAg'  the  career  of  Burgoy»e> 
The  regular  army  was  driven  beff^  him;  but  the  men 
from  the  plough  poured  in  to  sustun  them  from  all  quar^ 
ters,  and  the  campaign  ended  by  hiadefeatand  surrender. 
They  were  at  Rhode  Island  in  the  midst  of  the  fight  and 
the  peril  there.  Indeed,  it  would  be  difficult  to  name  any 
one  achievement  in  the  North  during  the  revolution  wliich 
^gnaUzed  the  war,  that  did  not  owe  much  of  its  success  to 
the  militia. 

But  this  is  not  all:  there  were  dark,  fbtlom,  and  almost 
hoj>eless  periods  of  that  war,  when  the  country  was  with- 
out funds,  without  credit,  without  an  army,  and  slmoat 
without  hope.  In  these  times,  when  you  could  offer  no 
boun^  to  invite  enlistment,  when  you  had  no  reward  to 
ofier  but  the  feeble  hope  of  the  future  enjoyment  of  a 
free  Government,  the  nulitia  were  summonea  to  the  field 
to  sustain  ^e  ni^cing  into^sts  of  the  country,  and  th^ 
obeyed  the  call.  Tbey  bore  you  triumphant  through 
these  seasons  of  peril.  They  stopped  not  to  ask  for  any 
assurance  of  pay — but  it  was  eiuAigh  for  them  to  know 
that  tiie  cdunbv  was  in  danger — for  it  was  theb'  country, 
and,  if  it  fell,  they  fell  witii  it. 

What  pay  did  they  pet  for  such  important  and  patriotic 
serrices?  Some  received  nothing  others  received  a  mi- 
serable depreciated  paper  ourrency,  mere  worthless  rags. 
The  pay  of  many  months,  as  many  of  tiiese  veterans  have 
informed  me,  was  insufficient  to  defray  tiieir  expenses  home 
from  camp,  when  dismissed  from  the  service.  Now,  rir, 
these  were  men  who  left  their  families  behind  them  to 
suffer,  and  their  affwra  to  go  to  mini  and  ought  they  not 
to  be  remembered  by  this  Government,  now  that  it  is 
rich  and  able  to  do  them  justice,  wliile  many  of  them  are 
not  only  old,  but  poor  and  needy?  Sir,  they  have  never 
been  paid,  and  the  appeal  is  not  made  to  your  bounty,  but 
to  your  justice,  lltey  are  not  beggars,  but  rigiitfbl 
chimants,  and  it  is  a  misnomer  to-callimy  grant  made  to 
them  a  pension  upon  your  bounty. 

I  have  made  these  desultory  remarks  to  rescue  the  mi- 
litia of  the  North  from  reproach;  and  while  I  am  up,  I 
will  take  occauon  to  say  tiiat  I  almost  regret  that  the  wor- 
thy gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  <^ered  thb  amend- 


been  equally  true  to  histnr  m  his  account  of  tiiat  class  ot  ment:  for,  ss  has  been  observed  by  the  gentieman  from 


New  York,  [Mr.  Spxkcbr,]  it  may  endanger  the  passage 
of  tiie  bifl  in  the  Senate,  where  measures  of  this  sort  en- 
counter great  oppootion.  I  ^oiild  have  preferred  to  act 
on  this  matter  by  itselff  but,  as  it  is  before  us^  and  as  the 
Senate  will  in  no  daape  be  bound  by  it,  but  can  strike  it 
from  the  bill  if  they  see  fit,  I  diall  support  the  amend- 
ment, provided  the  mover  will  phwe  ue  militia  and  the 
troc^  of  tiie  line  on  the  ssme  footing:  for  I  am  not  wil- 
Ung  to  deal  more  ftvorably  by  one  class  than  by  the  oUier» 
and  I  am  sure  the  same  measure  of  justice  to  all  will  be 
most  acceptable.  1  hope,  therefore,  the  amendment  witt 
be  so  modified,  and  it  vniA  then  have  my  hearty  approba- 
tion. 1  have  omitted  to  say  any  thing  of  the  provisions 
for  the  troops  of  the  line,  not  because  they  do  not  meet 
my  most  cordial  approval,  but  because  there  seems  to  be 
little  opposition  to  that  measure.  Those  troops  did  us 
great  smrlce,  and  certainly  bad  most  miserable  pay. 
Like  the  militia,  they  took  what  thdr  counti7  could  gin^ 
and  cancelled  the  legal  obligatioi^  but  the  moral  obligm? 
ti(«  is  stiU  in  force. 
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Mr.  BURGES  si^iportedthe  proposition,  uidthe  subject 
wu  farther  dlncussed  by  Hr.  WILDE  and  Mr.  BATES, 
the  latter  ofwboni  migsvsted  that  a  pro  rata  compensation 
should  be  allowed  to  all  who  had  servedt  whether  ia  the 
Tine  or  the  militia,  either  for  mne  or  six  months.  This  he 
thou^  necessary  to  be  done,  and  it  wu  equally  necessary 
that  it  should  be  done  speedi^. 

Mr.  TATLOR  mored  an  amendment,  providing  that 
the  State  trooiis,  volunteers,  or  militia,  who  ^ould  at  one 
or  more  times  have  served  for  two  years,  or  for  any  period 
not  less  than  six  months,  should  be  included  witlun  tlie 
benefits  of  the  act. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  opposed  the  araendmenti  but  it 
was  carried  without  a  division. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  moved  an  amendment  providing  that  the 
provisions  of  the  act  should  only  extend  to  those  who  are 
now,  and  ma^  be  hereafter,  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  ap- 
plying  to  their  country  for  support 

Mr.  BAimiNGER  hoped  his  colleague  [Mr.  Sfkisbt} 
would  not  press  his  amendment.  It.wuuld  continue  and 
increase  the  odious  distinction  at  present  existing  in  pei^- 
sion  cases  on  the  part  of  the  rich  and  poor,  by  which  ttie 
latter  were  obliged,  were  compelled  to  prove  .tbemselvea 
to  be  jwupers  before  they  ccHi\d  be  entitled  to  a  remtrd 
for  their  services. 

Mr.  POLK  Mud  that  he  should  vote  fbr  the  amendment 
The  original  pension  law  of  1818  contuned  a  similar  pro- 
Tision,  as  also  did  that  of  1828. 

_  Mr.  TUCKER  followed,  and  maintained  that  tlie  pen- 
sioning of  the  militia  was  nothing  more  than  tlie  p^ment 
of  a  debt  of  gratitude  due  by  the  nation  to  those  who  had 
fbughtfbrand  obtained,  its  independence.  He  moved  tliat 
the  committee  rise,  and  report  the  biilt  but  afterwards 
withdrew  his  motion  by  request 

The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs.  A.  IL 
SHEPPERD,  SPEIGHT,  BATES,  and  SURGES. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Sfbioht's  amend- 
ment; which  was  negatived  by  a  vote  of  yeas  34,  nays 
not  counted. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  a  provision  was 
adopted  to  allow  to  the  widow  or  children  of  a  deceased 
pennoner  the  balance  of  the  semi^mnual  pension  fi^owing 
tits  decease. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  hill  as  amend< 
ed,  and  the  House  concurred  in  the  amendaients  of  tlie 
committee. 

Mr.  McCREERY  then  submitUd  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Jnd  be  it-further  emuied,  Tlut  the  provisicos  of  tlie  act 
for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revo- 
lution, pas8e((the  t5th  day  of  May.  1838,  not  here, 
after  be  extended  to  officers  who  were  commissioned  aflcr 
the  30di  day  of  December,  1781,  unless  they  were  in  the 
service  pnor  to  the  date  of  their  comtoissibnst  and  tliat  all 
such  ofncers  who  are  now  receiving,  pensions,  be  ntricken 
from  the  roll  from  and  after  tlie  passing  of  this  act. 

Mr.  McC.  sud  tliat  he  would,  in  a  very  few  words,.5tate 
his  reascH)  for  offering  to  the  consideration  of  the  House 
tlua  amendment  to  the  bilL  He  mid  tbat.it  was  notioioui 
that  cemnusnon*  were  granted  to  many  after  there  was 
any  active  service  performed,  and  that  many  of  those  who 
were  thus  commissioned,  had  not  performed  any  kjnd  of 
service  prior  to  the  date  of  their  con^nnsstQnB,  and,  con- 
sequently perfoi-med  none  afterwards.  He  said  tlut  h|s 
attention  had  been  called  to  this  subject  by  a  fact,  which 
came,  to  his  knowledge  some  time  last  session,  which  was, 
that  a  certain  presiding  judge  in  Penn^lvania,  tlirough 
the  influence  of  some  of  his  friends,  received  a  coaunission 
ui  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1783,  when  he  was  quite  a 
young  man;  and,  although  he  never  performed  any  duty, 
cither  before  or  after  he  was  commissioned,  is  now  re- 
ceiving a  pennon.  If  this  judge  was  a  poor  man,  he 
vould  not  BMke  any  objc-ctiwv  bat  tiiis  vas  not  the  cose. 


From  the  hevt  infi)rraation  he  was  able  to  collect  he  said, 
this  judge  was  worth  more  than  one  hundred  thousand 
dollus,  and  bad  an  annual  salary  of  sixteen  hundred. 
He  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  never  was  Lhe  intention  of 
this  Government  to  grant  pensions  under  such  circum- 
stances, and  suffer  thousands  of  meritorious  soldiers  to 
drag  out  the  remainder  of  their  days  in  poverty  and  want. 
He  sud  that  he  felt  but  little  interest  on  this  subjectf  but 
he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  brii^  it  before  the  House,  and 
with  their  decision  he  would  be  satisfied. 

Mr.DODDRlDGE.movedthepreviqusquestion;  which, 
being  sustained,--cut  off  Mr.  McCsnai's  motion. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  pre- 
vious question;  but  the  House  refiised  tliem. 

Mr.  LEWIS,  of  Alabama,  moved  a  call  of  the  House.  * 
but  this  also  was  negatived  {  and  then 

The  question  being  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  uurd  time,  it  was  earned  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote: 

TEAS. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Angcl,  Arnold,  B:uley, 
Noyes  Barber,  Bamnger,  Uartley,  Bates,  Baylor,  Beck- 
man.  Boon,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burges,  But- 
man,  Gaboon,  Cambrclcng,  Campbell,  Ctiandler,  Childs, 
Chilton,-  Clark,  Coleman,  Condict,  Conner,  Cowles, 
Crane,  Crawibrd,  Crockett,  Creighton,  Ci'owninshield, 
J(*n  Davis,  Debcny,  Denny,  DeWitt,  Diokinson,  Dod- 
dridge, Dorsey,  Diidlcy,  Duncan,  EarU,  Ellsworth,  Geo. 
Evans,  Joshua  Evans,.  Kurace  Everett,  FindUy,  Finch, 
Ford,,  F(M*ward>  Gaither,  Gltmore,  Greniicll,-I1alscy,  Har- 
vey, Hawkins,  Hinds,  Holland,  HufiVnan,  Hubbai-d, 
Hughes,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  William  W.  Irvin, 
Jarvis,  Johns,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kiiicaid, 
Perkins  King,  Adam  King,  Leavitt,  Lecomptc,  Leipcr, 
Lyon,  Magee,  Marr,  Miictindale,  T.  Maxwell,  McCreery, 
Mclntire,  Mercer,  Mitchell,  Huhlenbei^, Overton,  Pearce, 
Pettis,  pierson,  Randolph,  Becd,  Rciiclier,  BichardiiOii, 
Russel,  Sanfoi-d,  Scott,  Wm-  B.  Shcpard,  Aug.  H.  Shcp. 
perd.  Shields,  Semmes,  Sill,  Smitl^  Richanl  Spencer, 
Sterigere,  W.  L.  Storrs,  Strong,  Sutlicrland,  Swann, 
Swift,  Tajlor,  Test,  John  Tliomson,  Tracy,  Tucker,  Var- 
num,  VerpUnck,  Washington,  Weeks,  WhKtlesey,  C. 
p.  White,  Edward  D.  White,  Wikle,  Williams,  WOson, 
Yancey,  Young. — 126- 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alexauder,  Alston,  Armstrong,  Barn* 
well,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Bockcc,  Claiborne,  Cky,^ 
Coke,  Craig,  Crocheron,  Davenport,  W.  R.  Davis,  De- 
slia.  Draper,  Drayton,  Foster,  Fry,  Gordon,  Haynes, 
Howard,  Cave  Johnson,  Lamar,  Lea,  Letcher,  Lewis, 
Loyall;  Lumpkin,  McDuflie,  Nuckolls,  Polk,  Potter, 
Roane,  Sperglit,  Sprigg,  Staiidefer,  Wilej'  Thompson, 
Ti-ezvant,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Wicklilfe. — 43. 

I'he  House  then  adjourned.' 

TtfunsDAX,  Fsbsdjuii  17. 

THE  JUDICIAftY. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
proposing  to  print  six  thousand  additional  copies  of  the 
reports  of  the  nujitfity  and  minority  of  the  Judidary  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  FOSTER  rose,  and  intimated  an  intention  of  taking 
a  course  of  some  latitude  on  the  general  question,  in  tlie 
remarks  which  he  should  oficri  «iien 

Mr.  BARUINCEK  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He 
desired  to  know  of  the  Chair  whether,  sftcr  a  subject  had 
been  before  the  House,  and  finally  acted  on,  (as  the  b'Jl 
to  repeal  the  25th  section  of  the  judiciary  act  had  been,) 
it  was  in  order  for  members  to  go  into  the  loerits  of  that 
subject,  on  an  incidental  questiw  to  print  a  document. 

'I'he  SPEAKER  replied,  that  it  was  not  possible* Tor 
tlie  Chair  to  prevent  members  from  going  into  the  merits 
of  the  reports,  to  iJiow  why  an  extra  number  ought  or 
ougiit  notjta  he  printed.    TUkj  .must  bo  permitted  to  do 
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BO  if  they  chose,  bowerer  nnich  the  House  or  the  Chair 
might  rerret  it.  It  was  a  constitutional  richt  which  the 
CliuT  conSA  not  restrict  On  the  question  simply  to  print 
the  reports  for  the  House,  the  debate  would  not  be  in 
order;  but,  on  a  motion  to  print  an  extra  number,  the 
debate  on  the  merits  could  not  be  restrained  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BARRINGF.R  would  not  contest  the  decision  of 
the  Chair,  although  he  still  thought  tlie  latitude  taken  in 
the  debate  irregular,  and  would  oe  ^tiA  if  aame  gentle- 
man would  surest  a  mode  by  which  the  sense  of  the 
House  might  be  taken  on  it. 

Mr.  FOSTER  tlien  resumed,  and  entered  into  areview 
of  the  proceedings  which  had  been  had  on  this  subject. 
Several  weeks  agt^  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciaiy  were 
instructed,  by  a  resolution  of  the  House,  to  inquire  into 
tlie  expediency  of  repealing  or  amending  the  35th  section 
of  the  judiciaiy  act  tk  1789.  Scarcely  had  this  restdution 
passed,  when  an  alarm  was  sounded  tiirougli  the  newa- 

Eapers,  and  the  people  were  warned  that  a  deep  and  fatal 
low  was  meditated  against  the  great  judicial  tribunal  of 
the  country.  The  committee  were  denounced  even  in 
ar ticipation;  and  we  were  threatened  with  the  reproaches 
and  indignation  of  the  people,  if  we  presumed  to  touch 
this  hallowed  law.  But  a  raajonfy  of  me  committee,  act- 
ing under  a  conscious  sense  of  duty,  had  the  temeritr,  in 
the  midst  of  these  alarms,  and  in  the  ^e  of  this  galling 
fire  from  the  press,  to  make  a  report  reeommendinp  the 
repeal  of  the  seetioQ  in  question,  accompanied  with  a  bill 
for  tliat  purpose.  The  mimwi^  of  our  assonates,  under 
a  sense  of  duty  equally  conKuentious,  havesubouttedtiie 
counter  report  which  is  now  on  the  table. 

The  bill  thus  reported,  said  Mr.  F.,  it  was  expecte<l 
would  have  taken  the  usual  course;  but,  instead  of  this, 
even  its  second  rewling  was  objected  to,  sivd  its  rejection 
mored,  and,  on  tills  motion,  the  previous  tjuestion  was 
ordered:  so  tliat  all  opportunity  of  discusuf^  its  principles 
was  entirely  prevented;  and  this,  too,  after  a  remark  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  DonDsmsB,] 
that  the  bill  reported  was  equivalent  to  a  motion  to  dis- 
toh  e  the  Union.  Sir,  we  were  not  even  allowed  to  repe) 
the  in^putations  thus  caA  on  us. 

[Here  the  SPEAKER  reminded  Mr.  Fostem  lhatitwas 
not  in  order  to  alhide  to  the  bSt  which  had  been  reported 
hy  the  committee,  nor  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
with  regard  to  it.  He  must  be  confined  to  the  princi- 
pies  contained  in  the  reports  proposed  to  be  printed.] 

Mr.  F.  resumed.  In  owler  to  confine  himself  to  the 
limits  prescribed  by  the  Cbah',  he  must  pass  over  some 
remarks  he  intended  to  have  made,  and  come  immediately 
to  the  reports. 

The  majority  of  the  Judiciary  committee,  of  whom,  said 
Mr.  F.,  I  am  one,  maintain  tiUt'  tiie  twenty-fif^h  section 
of  the  judiciary  act  of  confers  upon  the  Supreme 
Courtof  the  United  Statespowers  not  authorized  nor  con- 
tcmpUted  by  tlie  constitution.  It  is  my  purpose  to  pre- 
sent some  views,  in  addition  to  those  embraced  in  the 
report,  to  establish  tliis  position.  And,  in  the  outset,  I 
will  notice  an  argument  with  which  we  are  so  often  met 
on  questions  of  this  kind.  The  law,  of  wbi^  the  section 
under  eonaideration  is  a  pnrt,  was  passed  shortly  afW  the 
adoption  of  the  federal  constitution.  Many  of^  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Congress  by  winch  it  was  enacted,  were  also 
members  of  the  convention  which  framed  the  constitu- 
tution;  they,  we  are  told,  certainty  knew  what  powers 
were  intended  to  be  confeired  on  the  different  depart- 
ments of  tlie  Government,  and  would  not  have  attempted 
to  confer  powers  not  aiithoHxed  by  the  constitution.  Mr. 
Speaker,  there  is  much  force  in  this  argument.  I  place 
great  reliance  on  the  expoaitiao  of  constitutional  powers 
made  by  those  who  aided  in  the  formation  and  adoption  of 
the  great  charter  of  tlus  Government.  But,  nr>  the  ar- 
gument in  this  instance  proves  too  nuch  for  our  adversa- 
ries—it applies  with  eqtuu  force  to  every  part-vf  this  judici- 


ary act;  and  yet  one  clause  of  it  has  already  been  declared 
by  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  tmconstitational.  Tlie 
13th  section  of  that  act  provides,  among-  otherttings,  that 
the  Supreme  Court  <*  diall  have  the  power  to  issue  writs  of 
mandamus  in  cases  warranted  br  the  principles  and  usages 
of  law,  to  any  courts  appointed  or  persona  holding-  office 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States."  But,  in  the 
celebrated  case  of  Marbury  venu*  Mr.  Madison,  as  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  Supreme  Court  determined  that  the 
authori^  thus  given  was  not  muranted  by  the  constitu- 
tion. Soi,  ur,  gendeman  must  admit  that  the  pasring-  of 
this  law  hy  the  framers  of  the  constitution  and  titdr  oo- 
temporanes  is  not  conclusive  as  to  its  constitutionality,  ae 
that  theSupremeCottrthaveerred  in  theirdecision — a  he- 
resy which  charily  itsclfwould  scarcely  tolerate  at  this  day. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  aniHher  section  of.  this  act.  The  constitution  declares 
that  "the  judicial  power  (of  die  United  States)  sbaJl  ex- 
tend to  all  eases  m  law  and  equity,  ariang  under  tliis 
constitution*'  &c;  and,  afler  enumerating-  oAer  subjects 
of  jurisdiction,  specifies  "  controversies  between  dtixens 
of  different  States."  The  clause  first  read  is  general;  tiie 
power  extends  to  **all  cases  in  law  and  equity,  arising 
under  the  constitution,'*  8tc.,  iind  even  the  latter  clause  is 
entirely  unqualified;  no  particular  class  of  **controTer^es 
between  citizens  of  different  States"  is  de»gnated,  and 
no  power  is  giTen  to  Conpress  to  Hmit  the  Jurisdiction  of 
the  courL  And  yet,  «r,  in  provit^r  fcv  tne  ezerdse  vS 
this  jurisdiction  by  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States, 
**  in  suits  of  a  civil  nature  at  common  law,  or  in  equity, 
where  the  United  States  are  ptaintifTs,  or  an  afien  is  a 
party,  or  the  suit  is  between  a  citizen  of  the  State  where 
the  suit  is  brought,  and  a  citizen  of  another  State,"  the 
eleventh  section  Of  the  judiciary  act  requires  that  the 
matter  in  (Kspute  should  "exceed,  exclusive  of  costs,  the 
sum  or  value  of  five  hundred  doBars."  Will  any  gende- 
man show  me  where  the  authority  is  given  to  regulate  the 
power  of  the  Courts,  or  the  rights  of  the  parties,  by  die 
amount  in  controversy^  What  clause  of  the  constitution 
gives  Congress  tiie  power  to  throw  open  the  door*  of  the 
federal  courts  to  an  individual  who  has  a  demand  of  six 
hundred  dollars^  and  eloae  them  agunst  him  who  daints 
only  four  handKdf  None,  sir;  there  is  no  sucli  danae; 
the  <Ustinction  is  entire^  arbitrary  and  unauthorized. 

Sir,  diere  is  another  section  of  this  act,  which  merits 
some  consideration.  The  twelfth  section  provides,  that, 
"if  asuit  be  commenced  in  any  State  court  against  an 
alien,  or  by  a  citizen  of  the  State  in  which  the  suit  is 
brought  against  a  otizen  of  anotiier  State,  and  the  matter 
in  dispute  exceeds  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and 
the  defendant  diatl,  at  the  time  of  entering  h»  appear- 
ance in  SQch  State  court,  file  a  petition  for  die  removal 
of  the  cause  for  trial  into  the  next  (United  Statei^)  dr- 
ctdt  court  to  be  held  in  the  district  where  the  suit  is  pend- 
ing," then,  on  certain  conditions,  the  State  court  is  pro- 
hibited from  proceeding  any  further,  bnt  the  cause  shall 
be  removed  to  the  drcuit  court,  "and  then  proceed  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  been  brought  there  by  or^* 
nal  proeess.**  Mr.  Speaker,  in  my  view,  tbis  is  ft  most 
exraordinary  provMon.  Here  is  an  instance  of  a  court's 
being  ousted  of  its  legitimate  jurisdiction,  widiout  bring- 
permitted  to  pronounce  a  judgment,  and  that  without  the 
consent  of  one  of  the  parties.  I  say  its  legitimate  juris- 
diction— for  it  is  not  pretended  that  the  cause  which  may 
be  thus  removed  is  not  cognizable  by  the  State  court.  If 
this  were  the  case,  the  party  would  have  only  to  plead  to 
tfaejurisdictitm  of  the  court,  and  terminate  die  suit  at  once. 
But  die  hw,  from  its  phraseok^,  evidently  conteiDi>1ate« 
causesin  wUdi  the  State  coorti  luTe  conoaneirt  JorisiEc- 
tion  with  the  courts  of  the  United  Statesi  and,  if  the  de- 
fendant ohocaes  to  subint  to  the  ^irisdiction  ^  the  Slate 
court,  and  eetmithiscausetobe^d,  its  judgment  would, 
doubtless,  he  nAd  and  binding.  Here,  then,  die  court  is 
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dependent  on  tbe  consent  of  the  party  for  die  exercise  of 
Ha  jurisdiction.  I  repeat  that  th*is  ii  %  most  extraordinary 
proTiuon,  and,  bo  &r  «■  1  am  informed,  without  a  prece- 
dent: certainly  the  country  from  which  we.  derive  most  of 
our  principles  of  jurisprudence  fumiahei  no  similar  pro- 
ceedingB,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  there  are  any  in  any  of 
the  States  wliere  they  have  courts  of  different  grades, 
posMMng,  in  many  instances,  concurrent  jurisdiction.  I 
will  not  say  that  the  law  giving  this  privilege  of  removing 
a  cause  from  the  State  to  the  Umted  Stated  courts,  is 
oontrary  to  the  constitutioiM  but  [  caanot  believe  that 
such  a  proceeding  was  contemplated  by  the  fiwders  of 
that  instrument.  I  have  referred  to  these  different  sec- 
tions of  the  jwlidar)'  act,  sir,  for  the  purpuse  of  showing 
bow  mudi  is  wanting  of  that  perfection  which  is  irapated 
to  it,  and  to  lessen  that  sanctity  which  is  attempted  to  be 
thrown  round  it.  I  now  proceed  to  &e  consideration  of 
the  section  more  immediately  in  (Question — that  section 
whidi  gives  to  the  Supreme  Court  its  omnipotent  powers- 
The  twenty-fifth  section  of  act  referred  to  declares 
that  **a  final  judgment  or  decree  in  any  suit  in  the  highest 
court  of  hiw  or  equity  of  a  State  in  which  a  deunon  in 
the  siut  could  be  had,  where  is  drawn  in  question  the  va- 
lidity of  a  treaty  or  statute  of,  or  an  authority  exercised 
under,  the  United  States,  and  tbe  decision  is  against  their 
validi^;  or  where  is  drawn  in  question  the  validity  of  a 
statute  of,  or  an  authority  exercised  under,  any  State,  on 
tiie  ground  ofthevbein^repugnant  to  the  constitution,  trea- 
ties or  laws  of  the  United  StiUes,  and  thedecinfmisiafa- 
vorofsuehtbeirvaUditfi'.'&c.,  "inaybere-exantoed,and 
reversed  or  affirmed,  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  upon  a  writ  of  error,"  &c.  The  first  idea  that  sujf- 
gests  itself  to  the  mind,  in  reading  this  section,  is,  the  dis- 
tinction made  between  the  parties  to  the  suit,  in  allowing 
an  appeal.  An  action  is  brought  in  a  State  court;  the  de- 
fendlmtseti  up,  in  Us  defence*  atreaty;  or  tbe  constitution, 
or  a  law  f»f  the  United  States.   If  there  be  a  right  of  ap- 

Seal  to  the  Supreme  Court  from  the  deci^n'wiriob  may 
e  mad^  it  must  be  derived  from  that  cbutse  of  the  con- 
stitution conferring  on  the  Supreme  Court  its  appellate 
powers;  but  that  clause  extends  the  power  to  *■  all  cases 
in  law  or  equity,  arising  under  the  constitution,  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  treaties  made  under  their  au- 
thority}" whereas  tills  twenty-fifth  section,  confines  it  to 
cases  where  the  deorion  shall  be  against  the  validi^  of 
the  trea^f  constitution,  fee  The  case,  then,  so  far  as  re- 
gards the  Supreme  Court,  arises  under  the  decision  of  the 
State  court,  and  not  under  the  constitution  or  treaty. 
Tbe  party  who  sets  up  this  defence  has  a  double  advan- 
tage :  if  his  plea  is  overruled,  he  appeals  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  where  the  decinon  may  be  reversedt  but,  ifit  is  sus- 
tained, bia  adversary  has.no  resort — the  judgment  of  the 
State  court  is  final.  Is  there  not  manifest  inequality  and 
injustice  brre^  And  will  gentlemen  tell  us  b^  iniat forced 
construction  of  tbe  constitution  (thst  convement  auxiliary 
of  the  advocates  for  power)  they  establish  tbe  right  of 
Congress  thus  to  discnminate  between  indivi<lualB  prose* 
cuting  their  rights  in  our  courts  of  justice?  Sir,  ttus  is  the  law 
on  wlucb,  we  are  gravely  told,  the  union  of  these  States 
depcitds— the  provinons  of  which  are  so  perfect,  and  its 
t^uracter  so  sacred,  tha)^  in  tho  opinioo  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Pennqrlvaoia,  [Ifr.  Cbawtobd,]  even  to 
touch  it  is  pro&nity ! 

1  come  now,  siud  Mr.  F.,  to  the  prindpal,  and  much 
tbe  most  imptn^t,  feature  of  this  celebrated  section — 
tlie  power  it  confers  on  the  Supreme  Court  to  re^sthinc 
and  reverse  tbe  judgments  of  the  State  courts.  And  here, 
air,  the  sunply  inqiury  ia,  whetiier  this  power  is  giveq  by 
the  constitution.  For,  if  it  is  not,  it  will  not  be  contended 
that  it  can  be  conferred  by  statute.  On  the  contraijr,  if 
the  ecmstitution  does  |^ve  the  power,  a  repeal  of  this  sec> 
tion  'woold  not  prevent  tlie  exercise  of  it  by  the  conrl* 
The  powers  and  duties  of  tbo  di0»cnt  departments  of 


the  Ciovemraent  are  specified  and  defined  by  the  constitu* 
tion;  the  mode  of  their  exercise  is,  in  many  instances, 
prescribed  by  sUtute.  If  the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the 
judieiaiy  act  had  merely  pointed  out  tbe  manner  in  which 
appe^  should  be  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court,  there  cqnld 
be  no  objection  to  it— 4t  would  then  only  have  been  ne< 
cesiary  to  turn  to  the  constitution,  and  ascertain  to  what 
cases,  and  from  what  tribunal,  this  right  applies.  But  our 
objection  is,  that,  by  this  section,  powers  are  conferred 
on  the  Supreme  Court,  not  authorized  by  the  constitution, 
and  alarming  to  the  rights  of  the  State  courts,  and  to  tbe 
sovereignty  of  the  States. 

The  first  argument  which  1  would  urge,  (and  to  my  mind 
it  is  perfectly  conclusive,)  to  show  that  the  constitution 
does  not  give  the  Supreme  Court  the  rigpht  to  review  and 
decide  upon  tbe  judgments  of  the  State  courts,  is,  that 
that  power  is  not  specified  in  the  constitution  itself.  The 
powers  of  the  Federal  Government  are  divided  into  three 
departments,  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial.  Tbe 
powers  asriimed  to  each  are  qieofied  ma  defined— and 
to  none  of  uie  departments  more  particulariy  than  to  the 
judicial.  Very  extensive  (uid  I  will  add  alarming)  powen 
are  g^ven  to  it)  yet  thev  are  speeifleally  enumerated.  The 
agents,  too,  by  whom  tnese  powers  are  to  be  administered, 
are  pointed  out — by  "  one  Supreme  Court,  and  such  infe- 
rior courts  as  Congress  may,  from  time  to  time,  ordun 
and  establish-" 

Let  it  be  remembered  that,  throughout  the  constitution, 
there  is  -not  the  slightest  conneuon  indicted  between  any 
of  tbe  departmenta  of  the  Federal  with  simtlAr  departments 
of  the  State  Governments.  No  such  connexion  was  in- 
tended, and,  least  of  all,  a  supervisory  power  over  any 
departments  of  tiie  State  Governments,  acting  within  the 
sphere  of  their  retained  sovereignty.  Have  gentiemen 
forgotten  the  propontion  made  in  the  federal  convention 
to  vest  Coi^;reBS  with  the  power  to  negative  the  laws  of 
the  State  Lej^idatures?  And'can  there  be  a  doubt  that 
an  effort  to  give  the  federal  iudiwary  the  power  to  revise 
and  reverse  the  judgments  or  the  State  courts  would  havo 
shared  the  same  fiite?  Sir,  the  Jealousy  and  apprehen- 
nons  entertained  by  the  friends  of'^the  rights  of  tlie  States, 
at  the  powers  proposed  to  be  ghrcn  to  the  General  Go- 
vernment, are  matters  of  history,  and  how  well  founded 
they  were,  let  history  answer. 

But,  ar,  there  is  another  reason,  whiefa  is  very  aatiafiui- 
tor^  to  me  that  this  right  of  appeal  fVora  a  State  to  the 
United  States*  court  was  not  understood,  at  the  formation 
of  the  constitution,  to  have  been  f^ven;  and  that  is,  that,  in 
the  debates  of  the  State  conventions  on  the  ratification  of 
the  constitution,  there  is  no  reference  to  this  power.  Had 
such  been  the  understanding,  the  clause  supposed  to  con- 
fer it  could  not  have  passed  unnoticed.  What,  wr,  a 
clause  whtdi  has  tbe  tendency,  not  only  to  prostrate  the 
dignity  of  State  courts,  but  to  humUe  the  sovereignty  of 
State  Governments,  at  tlie  ftiot  txE this  august  tribunal,  not 
to  have  elicited  even  a  pasung  remark!  When  every  part 
of  the  constitution  was  so  scrutinized,  and  almost  every 
power  proposed  to  be  conferred  so  zealously  resisted  by 
those  jealous  advocates  of  State  rights  in  the  Virginia  con- 
vention, can  it  be  beliewd  that  this  overshadowing,  this 
omnipotent  poVer,  would  have  excited  no  appreheiinonf 
Sir,  if  the  keen  and  eagle  rye  of  Patrick  Henry  liatl  but 
detected  it  lurking  under  those  terms,  *<  appelUte  juris* 
diction"— had  he  imagined  that  it  referred  to  appeals  from 
State  courts,  he  would  have  exposed  and  denounced  it— 
and  in  that  flowing  and  powerfid  eloquence  which  was  so 
peculiarly  his  own,  be  would  have  warned  his  countrymen 
joi  "  the  chains  that  were  forging  for  them.*' 

But,  sud  Mr.  P.,  I  have  some  other  evi4lence,  of  rather 
a  more  direct  and  positire  cbaractcri  and  to  this  I  partt- 
cubriy  ask  the  attentiiHi  of  the  gentiemen  fVom  New  VdHe. 
llie  convention  of  that  State  which  ratified  the  federal 
coutiUitiwi  proposed  a  number  of  acmendmcnt^  and  amon^ 
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them  wu  the  following:  "Tlut  the  Congrress  shall  not 
coMtitute,  ordain,  or  establish  at^  tribuiids  of  inferior 
courts  with  any  other  tlian  appellate  jurisdiction,  except 
such  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  trial  of  causes  of  admi- 
ralty and  maritime  jurisdiction,  and  for  the  trial  of  pira* 
cics  and  felonies  committed  on  the  high  seas;  and  in  all 
other  cases  to  which  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States 
extends,  and  in  which  the  Supreme  Court  of  tlie  United 
States  has  not  original  jurisdiction,  the  causes  shall  be 
hean^  tried,  and  ^tennuied  in  some  one  of  the  State 
courts  with  the  tight  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  or  other  proper  tribunal,  to  be  estsr 
blished  for  that  purpose  by  the  Congress,  with  such  excep- 
tions, and  under  such  regulations,  as  the  Conrrcss  shall 
nu^e."  Now,  at,  can  we  have  any  doubt  of  the  opinion 
entertained  by  this  convention  as  to  the  -.ppellate  power 
conferred  on  the  Supreme  Court  by  the  constitution? 
Will  gentlemen  believe  that  that  convcjition  of  asges  would 
have  graTsly  proposed  to  amend  the  constitution  ao  as  to 
confer  powers  already  granted  ?  Sir,  no  man  can  believe 
it.  They  conceived,  as  the  majority  of  the  Judiciary  com- 
mittee now  allege,  that  this  constitution  did  not  give  this 
right  of  appeal;  and,  for  the  expression  of  this  opinion,  we 
have  been  denounced  in  unmeaAured  terms.  Sir,  gentle- 
men must  pardon  me  when  1  tell  them  they  have  not  ex- 
-«mined  ths  question;  they  liave  been  alarmed  by  the 
clamor  which  wai  rused,  and  were  afraid  to  suiFer  even  a 
discussion  of  tlie  subject,  lest  they  too  should  be  classed 
witli  the  nuUifiers,  traitors,  and  disauionists. 

^iere  Mr.  Fobtsb's  remarks  were  suspended,  by  the 
expiration  of  the  hour  allotted  to  the  consideration  of  re- 
solutions.] 

Uii  a  subsequent  morning,  Mr.  F.  resumed  his  argu- 
ment, by  correcting  a  mistake  which  he  had  made  when 
fic  previously  addressed  the  Uouse.  In  reference  to  the 
proi-ision  of  removing  certun  cases  &«n  the  State  courts 
to  tlie  United  States*  circuit  court,  previous  to  any  judg^ 
numt  being  rendered,  I  stated,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  I  believ- 
ed tilts  was  a  provision  perfectly  anomaloust  tliat  there 
was  no  precedent  for  it  in  £ngland,  uor  in  any  of  the 
States.  I  have  once  understood  that  in  some  of  the  States 
ca«es  may  be  transferred  from  the  court  in  which  they 
were  commenced  to  one  of  a  liiglier  grade.  I  make  tliia 
correction,  because  I  do  not  wish  to  fbund  an  ai^^umenton 
any  erroneous  assumption  of  facts.  There  is,  however, 
a  wide  difierence  between  removing  cases  from  one  court 
to  auotiier  of  the  same  State,  and  a  removal  from  a  State 
cewt,  clotiicd,  by  the  cionstitution  of  its  own  State,  witii 
power  to  licar,  and  finally  determine,  the  cause,  to  a  court 
of  the  Ujiited  SUtea.  Between  the  former,  by  the  con- 
stitution of  the  State,  tliere  is  a  direct  connexion^  not  so 
with  the  latter.  And  altlioug^  it  was  competent  to  the 
framers  of  tlio  constitution  to  have  gimi  this  rij^t  of  re- 
moving a  case  from  the  State  to  the  United  Ststesi*  court, 
1  Cannot  concuve  that  that  right  is  ftirly  inferrible  from 
the  constitution  as  it  now  stands. 

But  if  this  right  does  exist,  and  if  Congress  may  now, 
by  law,  provide  for  its  exercise,  it  funuuies  one  of  ttv 
sti-oiigC!jt  arguments  against  the  right  of  appeal  from  the 
judgment  of  a  State  court.  For  if  a  party,  on  bung  sued 
in  a  State-court^  may  remove  the  wise  to  a  federal  court, 
and  docs  not  choose  to  avail  himself  of  his  privilege,  he 
cannot  cnnplun  of  the  judgment  which  may  be  rendered; 
he  lias  vduntarily  submitted  to  ttie  jun^iction  of  Uic 
State  0001^,  and  should,  tiierefore,  be  bound  to  abide  the 
decision.  The  plaintifi'  having  selected  the  tiibunal  to 
atljudicnte  his  rights,  would  have  still  lets  cause  of  com- 
pluint  if  tliat  decision  should  be  against  him. 

The  disrespect  shown  to  the  dignity  of  State  courts,  b>- 
subjecting  thdr  judgmeiiu  to  revinl  by  the  Supreme 
Couit,  ii  a  matter  of  little  importance  to- those  who  regard 
them  as  inferior  or  mbordinate  to  tho  f^nl  tribunals) 
bu^  mr,  regarding,  as  I  do,  the  State  ifUtitutioni*  while 


aeting  witlun  the  sphere  of  the  aomagaty  retained  by 
the  Stateit  u  subordinate  to  no  power  whatever,  I  nevtf 
can  consent  to  see  them  thus  degraded  in  rank*  and  dwrn 
of  their  righta. 

There  are  some  otlier  clauses  of  the  constitution  coo- 
ferring  jurisdiction  on  the  Supreme  Court,  the  meaning 
and  extent  of  which  I  will  take  this  occasion  to  examine, 
as  they  are  intimately  connected  with  the  subject  of  tUs 
investigation.  I  am  the  more  gratified  at  having  the 
portunity  to  do  so,  because  it  will  enable  me  to  enter  into 
the  defence  of  eolun  prindplei  wluch  have  loni^  been 
iniunlained  by  the  State  of  which  I  un  an  irawotttiy  re- 
presentative; principles  wtuch-she  b(4ds  moat  sacred,  and 
which  she  wiU  not  tame^  yield.  But  I  will  not  fatigue 
the  House  with  an  argwnent  of  my  own.  No,  sir,  1  wiU 
not  rely  on  my  own  feeble  arm,  when  I  have  weapons  so 
much  more  powerftU  and  effective  within  my  reach.  Sir, 
when  I  preaent  the  recMded  oiMtuons  and  expontions 
James  Madisoa  and  John  Marshall,  I  know  they  must  com- 
mand the  rcqiect  of  this  House;  and  it  is  a  source  of  no 
little  pride  and  gratification,  that  most  of  the  prominent 
principles  for  which  Georgia  has  contended,  in  her  con- 
troversies with  the  General  Government,  are  amply  sup- 
ported by  the  opinions  of  these  distinguished  men. 

The  first  clause  of  the  constitution,  to  which  I  refer,  is 
titat  which  gives  to  the  Supreme  Court  jurisdiction  in 
"  controversKt  between  a  State  and  citizens  of  anotber 
State."  Now,  let  us  hear  the  reason  why  this  power  was 
conferred.  I  give  it  in  the  words  of  Ifr.  Madison,  and 
particularly  invite  the  attention  of  gentlemen  who  place 
ao  much  reliance  on  the  exposition  of  the  constitution 
mwlc  cotemporancously  with  its  formation.  1  read  from 
jVIt.  Madison's  speech  in  the  Virginia  convention,  in  reply 
to  ^entiemen  who  were  vehementiy  opposed  to  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  constitution:  "its  (tbefederalcourt's)  juris- 
diction in  coDtroveraiea  between  a  State  and  citisena 
another  Stale,"  sa^  the  gentleman,  is  much  objected 
to,  and  perhapa  without  reason.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of 
individuals  to  call  any  State  into  court.  The  only  opeia* 
tion  it  can  have,  is,  that,  if  a  State  should  wish  to  bring  suit 
against  a  citizen,  it  must  be  brought  before  the  federal 
court.  It  appears  to  me  that  this  can  have  uo  operatioii 
but  this,  to  give  a  citizen  a  ri|^it  to  be  heard  in  the  fedc 
ral  courts;  uid,  if  a  State  should  condescend  to  be  a  party, 
this  court  may  ti^  cognizance  of  H." 

What  says  Mr.  Mandiall  m  the  same  subject?  *<lf^ 
i-cspect  to  disputes  between  a  State  and  citizens  of  ano> 
tiler  State,  its  (the  federal  court's)  jurisdiction  has  been 
decried  with  unusual  vehemence.  I  hope  no  gentleman 
will  think  tiiata  Stata  will  be  called  at  the  bar  ot  the  fede- 
ral court.  Is  there  no  such  case  at  present?  Are  there 
not  many  cases  in  which  the  Legislature  of  Vlr^ia  is  a 
party  ?  And  yet  the  State  is  not  sued.  It  is  not  rational 
to  suppose  that  the  sovereign  power  shall  be  dragged  be* 
fore  a  court.  The  intent  is,  to  enable  States  to  recova 
claims  of  individuals  residing  in  other  States.  I  contend 
this  construction  is  warranted  by  the  words.  But,  say 
they,  (gentlemen  who  had  objected  to  this  power,)  there 
will  be  partiality -in  it,  if  a  State  cannot  he  defendant — if 
an  individual  cannot  proceed  to  obtain  ju^ment  against  a 
State,  though  he  may  be  sued  by  a  Stale.**  What  is  Mr. 
Marshall's  reply  to  this  objection?  "It  is  necessary  to  be 
so,  and  cannot  be  avoided.  I  see  a  difficulty  in  making 
a  State  defendant,  which  doea  not  prevent  its  being  made 
plaintiff."  Sir,  I  make  no  comments  on  these  expontiaaB 
of  federal  court  powers.-4hey  are  too  plain  to  require  any. 

The  opinions  and  arguments  from -which  these  extracts 
Jiave  been  read,  were  delivered  in  the  year  1783.  Who 
tiiat  heard  them,  Mr.  Speaker,  would  have  believed  that, 
in  less  than  five  yea>%  a  suit  would  bave  been  insiituteii 
in  ths  Supreme  Court  of  tlie  United  States  lyf  an  indivi- 
dusl,  against  one  of  tiie  States,  and  tlwt  the  juriadxtkMi 
woiUd  urn  been  maintained  by  the  court?   Yet,  this 
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wudone  in  aerenl  hwtaneesi  and  one  of  the  States  agtttnst 
which  suit  was  thus  broufht,  was  Oeoi^!  thM  State 
which  teemt  doomed  to  be  the  subject  of  General  Go- 
Tenunent-exper^nenta.  And  wlmt  Ooiine  HA  Georgia 
pursued  Did  slie  quiet^  aabaiit  to  be  "  dr^gtd  before 
the  court  Did  ■»»  inXhe  lancui^  of  Mr.  Madison, 
**  condescend  to  be  ft  pwtjr"  to  tiris  initF  No,  sir.  She 
acted  then  as  she  has  on  a  more  recent  occasion.  She 
considered  the  summons  **to  the  bar  of  the  Federal  (Su- 
preme) Court"  as  an  attack  on  her  sovereini^;  and  she 
diareguded  it,  and  resolved  to  protect  herself  against  any 
Judgment  that  might  be  rendered  agunst  her.  And  what 
was  the  oonsequence  of  her  firmnenon  that  oecanon^ 
Although,  pertu|H^  oenaured  and  abuaed  for  a  time,  is 
usual,  HOe  very  soon  after  had  the  satis&ction  of  seeing 
her  principles  recognised  bv  her  mster  States,  as  was 
clearly  indicated  by  an  amendment  to  the  constitution,  ex- 
preasly  providing  that  "  the  judicial  power  of  the  United 
States  MHNild  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  suit  in 
law  or  equity  commeoeed  m  proaecoted  a^nat  one  of 
tlie  United  Stttes  by  dtiznis  or  another  Stutc,  or  by  citi- 
zens or  subjects  of  any  ford^  State.*' 

But  there  is  another  btanch  of  jttris^ctinn  which  u 
claimed  for  the  Supreme  Court,  uiraer  the  constitution, 
but  more  especially  under  the  twenty-flfth  aection  of  the 

{'udxianr  act,  and  which  has  been,  very  recently,  abso- 
utely  denied  by  the  public  authorities  of  the  State  of 
Geo^;ia.  And  that  ii^  the  right  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
under  ita  appellate  power,  to  review  and  deteraune  tm 
the  jm^ment  of  a  State  coart  in  a  crimhial  prosecution, 
in  which  the  State  b  a  party.  Sir,  the  view  taken  of  this 
subject  by  Mr.  Madison,  in  the  celebrated  Virginia  report 
of  *99,  is  so  clear  and  conclusive,  that  I  cannot  deny  my- 
self the  pleasure  of  reading  it  to  the  House:  "The  ei- 
presnon  *  cases  in  law' and  equi^'  (in  the  constitution)  b 
tnairifeatly  confined  to  eases  of  a  uvl  naturei  and  would 
exclude  cases  of  cr.rtilnal  Jurisdiction:  criminal  cases  in  taw 
and  equity  would  be  a  language  unknown  to  the  Uw.". 

"The  aucecedit^  jwragrapn  of  Ae  same  section," con- 
tinues tte  report,  u  in  MrmMiy*'  with  thb  conatructiou. 
It  u  in  these  vforAs:  <*  In  all  cases  affecting  ambassadora, 
other  public  ministers,  and  consuls,  and  those  in  wliicli  a 
State  shall  be  a  party,  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  ori- 
^nal  jurisdiction.  In  all  the  other  cases,  (including  cases 
in  bw  and  eqiufy  arimg  under  the  const'tution,)  tJie  Su- 

Ereme  Court  riiali  have  appellate  jurisdiction,  both  as  to 
iw  and  feet,  vdth  such  exceptions,  and  under  such  regu- 
lations, aa  CcHigress'shall  make.  This  paragraph,  by  ex- 
pressly giving  an  appellate  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  law  and 
equity  arinng  tin^r  the  constitution,  to  fiict  as  well  as  to 
law,  clearly  exdndea  criminal  cases,  where  the  trial  by 
^ury  is  secured,  becaose  the  &ct  in  auch  cases  b  not  a  sub- 
ject of  appeal." 

**  Once  more"  (the  rtpott  adda)  *'  the  amendment  last 
added  to  tiw  constitution  deaervea  attention,  as  throwing 
light  on  this  mbjeet.  The  Judicial  power  of  the  United 
States  shall  not  oe  cmistrued  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law 
or  equity  commenced  or  prosecuted  against  one  of  the 
United  SUtcs  by  citizens  of  another  Slate,  or  by  citizens 
or  subjects  of  any  foreign  Power.  As  it  will  not  be  nre- 
tcndetl  that  any  criminal  proceeding  cou'd  take  puce 
against  a  State,  the  terms  law  or  equity  must  be  under- 
atoud  as  appropriate  to  civil,  in  uclu«on  of  criminal 
cases." 

Such,  air,  are  the  aentiments  and  reasoning  of  thb  great 
statesman  on  this  point.  What  consderatioii  they  may  be 
entfUed  to,  b  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the  IIuiuic. 
A%  however,  hb  opinions  on  other  subjects  are  so  much 
•ought  after  of  late,  and  so  much  admired,  1  tnut  they 
will  not  be  without  thdr  weight  on  tbia. 

But,  31r.  Speaker,  I  have  another  authority,  bearing 
so  directly  ou  this-ptrint,  that  it  must  not  be  jnused  over 
unnoi'iceth-Hind  ts  wMch  tlie  serious  attention  uf  the 
Vol.  VII,— 4r 


fentlemen  from  New  York  is  again  most  specially  invited, 
have  already  stated  that  when  the  convention  of  that 
State  ratified  the  federal  constitution,  they  proposefl 
several  amendntents,  which  they  urged  shouldtte  adt^ted. 
They  also  prefixed  to  their  assent  to  the  ratification  a 
declaration  of  certain  rights  and  principles  which  they 
conceived  were  not  affected  bv  the  constitution,  and  then 
added:  "Under  these  impressions,  and  decbring  that  the 
rights  afbreaidd  cannot  be  abridged  or  violated,  and  that 
the  explanations  aforesaid  are  consistent  with  the  aaitl 
constitution,"  tec.  "We,  the  said  delegates,  do  assent 
to  and  ratify  the  said  constitution."  Now,  «r,  one  of 
these  "explanations consent  with  the  conatituiion*'  la 
in  these  words:  "Thatthe  judicial  power  of  the  United 
States,  in  cases  in  wluch  a  State  may  be  a  rarty,  docs  not 
extend  to  criminal  prosecutions,  or  to  authorize  any  suit 
by  any  person  against  a  State."  Mr.  Speaker,  it  ia  a 
well  established  principle  of  the  common  law,  as  veil  as 
the  plain  dictate  of  common  sense,  that  acontractuto  be. 
Construed  as  understood  by  the  piirties  to  it  at  die  time  H 
was  made.  The  constitution  b  a  contract  between  the 
different  SUtes  of  thb  Union.  New  York  was  a  party, 
and  a  very  important  part^»  to  this  contract;  and  she  re- 
solved to  leave  no  uncertainty  as  to  her  understanding  of 
it,  or  of  the  obligations  ^e  was  about  to  assume.  Sir,  it 
would  really  seem  as  if  the  members  of  that  convention 
looked  forward  wth  a  prophetic  eye  to  the  disposition  of 
tlib  Government  to  acquire,  by  the  aid  of  construction, 
powen  ml  delegated  to  it,  and  tliat  they  determined  to 
phnt  round  it  as  many  guarda  as  pouible  agunst  theae 
dangerous  encroachments.  And  when,  among  the  dis- 
tinguished names  of  which  that  convention  was  co^^xtse«^ 
we  find  those  of  Jay,  Clinton,  Hamilton,  Moms,  Liv- 
ingston, and  many  others,  the  conrtruction  wluch  they 
placed  on  the  constitution  b  entitled  to  the  highest  re- 
spect. 

There  b  only  one  more  clause  of  the  constitution,  vi'ifh 
which  1  intend  to  trouble  the  Houaet  it » that  irtiich  ex- 
tends the  power  of  the  Supreme  Couftto  •■cbntroreniea 
between  a  Slate  and  foreign  Statea."  Let  us  nKjuire  of 
Mr.  Madison  what  is  the  intent  and  extent  of  thb  jurisdic- 
tion: "  The  next  case  (says  this  gentleman  in  tUe  Viiynia 
convention)  provides  for  disnutea  between  a  foreign  State 
and  one  or  our  States,  should  sucli  a  case  ever  wise;  and 
between  a  citizen,  and  a  foreign  citizen,  or  subject  I  da 
not  conceive  tfwt  any  controversy  can  ever  be  dedded  in 
these  courts,  between  an  American  and  a  fbrdgn  Stat^ 
without  the  consent  of  the  parties.  If  they  consent,  pro- 
vbion  is  here  made." 

To  this  opinion,  1  beg  leave  to  add  that  of  Mr.  John 
Mar^all,  on  the  same  occasion.  In  reply  to  |Ir.  George 
Mason,  Mr.  Marshall  say8-i"Hc  (Mr.  Mason)  objects  t« 
its  (the  federal  court's)  jurisdiction  in  controvernes  bo- 
tween  a  SUte  and  a  foreign  State.  Suppose,  says  he,  ia 
such  a  suit  a  foreign  State  b  cast,  will  she  be  bowid  hf 
the  decision?  If  a  foreign  State  brought  a  suit  againat 
the  commonwealth  of  %^rgiuia,  would  she  not  be  barred 
from  the  claim,  if  the  federal  judicbry  thought  it  unjust? 
The  previous  consent  of  the  parties  is  neccsssiy." 

Thus  we  see  these  two  gentlemen  concuiring  in  the 
opinion,  ttmt  to  enable  the  Supreme  Court  to  exerrise  this 
jurisdiction,  the  consent  of  the  parties,  the  States,  bin^s- 
pvnsable. 

To  shew  more  clearly  the  absurdity  of  thb  doctrine, 
that  a  foreign  State  may  bring  one  of  these  Slates  into  the 
Supreme  Court,  prrm't  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  present  a 
single  case,  aa  an  illustration.  There  has  recentljr  been 
a  diqiute  between  the  Slate  of  Maine  and  the  province  of 
New  Brunswick.  '  Instead,  then,  of  settling  it  by  nego- 
tiation  between  tlie  two  Governments,  wippose  Great 
Britun  bad  bmurhtanactioninlheSuprtme  Court agMnsk 
Mune,  for  die  miputed  territory.  B'j-,  it  would^  haw 
been  the  itandti^  Jest  of  the  day*  it  would  have  been  tou 
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ludicrous  for^ve  judicial  conuderKtum.  Yet,  r  people 
reaidii^  within  the  litniu  of  the  State  <^  Georgia,  who, 
■ome  four  or  five  yean  zgo,  declared  themsdvei  inde- 
pendent, hare,  M  rumor  infonw  us,  instituted  suit  in  the 
Supreme  Courts  as  ft  foreign  nation,  uainst  that  State— 
and  that,  toof  under  the  adTice  of  ^stu^tuahed  counsel. 
That  uich  a  case  will  be  sustained,  I  cannot  believe. 
Geoma  has  not  only  given  no  consent  to  bare  the  case 
adjudicated  by  the  cwrt,  but  nho  will  not  feel  herself 
bound  by  any  judgment  that  may  be  awarded. 

Mr.  SpeaVer,  J  have  spoken  of  the  powers  of  the  Su- 
-  preme  Cotirt,  particularly  as  specified  in  the  twent^-fifUi 
section  of  the  judiciary  act,  as  bdng  vast  andalannmg.  1 
concur  nunt  luicerely  urtth  the  opinion  cxpreased  by  my 
worthy  fiiend  from  Connecticut^  [Mr.  HusnRerox,]  at 
the  last  sesNon  of  Congress,  Oiat,  "in  comoarison  with 
the  judiciary,  all  the  otber  departments  of  ttiis  Gorem- 
nicnt  are  weak  and  powerless."  But,  sir,  when  the  gen- 
tleman added,  that  it  controlled  even  sorereignty  itoelf, 
by  pmnting  it  to  the  clause  which  says  "  thus  far  shalt 
'thou  go,  and  no  fitrther,'*  I  confess  I  £d  not  correctly  un- 
derstand the  import  of  bit  language.  lattle,  indeecC  did 
Idreamhow  soon  we  should  utc  a  demonstration  of  this 
omnipotence,  and  fliat  my  dcroted  State  wa^  as  usual,  to 
be  the  subject. 

Sir,  I  hare  already  bad  occasion  to  speak  of  the  repeat- 
ed conflicts  of  the  State  ofGeorpa  with  this  Oov^mment 
She  has,  indeed,  had  her  days  of  darkness  and  of  trial — 
sometimes  landing  almost  alone,  and  breasting  the  almost 
overwhelndng  twrent  of  publk  ojunitm.  But  she  re- 
mMnedfiniiHtdunmored;  andiriien  the  atonn  has  passed 
orer,  when  the  excitement  has  subsided,  she  has  had  the 
proud  satisfiuition  to  see  her  principles  recognised,  and  to 
bear  her  course  approved.  She  still  acts  upon  the  same 
principles — she  still  pursues  the  same  straightForward 
course;  and,  in  her  present  difficulties,  she  confidently 
antidpates  the  same  result  She  only  carries  into  practicd 
operation  the  doctrines  ao  clearly  laid  down,  ana  so  ably 
nuuntained,  br  Madison  and  Marahall)  these  are  the 
<*  burning  and  aluiun;  lights'*  wluch  illuminate  her  path, 
and  guide  her  course;  and  it  is  for  an  intelligent  and  im- 
partial public  to  say  whether,  for  thus  acting,  she  should 
be  placed  under  the  ban,  and  devoted  to  destniction. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  would  be  gross  affectation  if  I  were  to 
apeak  of  the  ^stinguished  individuals  who  adorn  the 
bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  any  ottier  tcmts  than  those 
of  tiie  moict  profound  respect.  But  the  rererence  which 
Is  so  generally  entertained  for  the  diaiacters  of  the  judges 
excites  some  of  the  greatest  apprehendons  as  to  the 
dannrt  likely  to  grow  out  of  the  powers  ef  the  court. 
Sir,  let  us  remember  not  only  that  tliesejudgcsare  fallible, 
but  that  they  are  not  immortal.  Thataplendid  orb  which 
has  been  ao  long  the  centre  of  this  srstem — whicli  in  its 
Meridian  shone  whh  such  bright  enulgfence,  and  which 
preserves  such  mild  and  steady  lustre  in  ita  evening  hours, 
IS  fest  rerging  to  the  horizon,  and  must  soon  set  Its 
distinn^ed  secondaries,  in  die  revolutions  of  years,  must 
also  finish  their  course — and  who  can  foresee  the  charac- 
ter of  their  successors?  With  the  swne  powers,  and 
without  tiie  same  purity  of  purpose  to  direct  them,  who 
can  tetl  what  njisctueft  they  may  not  cmnmiL'  Against 
these'  dangers  i^  is  our  du^  to  guiu^.  We  cannot  too 
cautkHi^  and  securely  provide  against  the  exercise  of 
arbitr^  power.  No  poEcy  is  more  unwise  and  unsafe, 
than  tiiafuf  confiding  powers  with  reference  to  the  indi- 
vidual br  wliom  they  are  to  be  exercised — no  matter  how 
pure  and  elevated  the  character  of  that  individual  may 
be.  Sir,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  providing  against 
fixture  danger,  and  iHth  the  nope  of  checking  an  evil 
which  is  constantly  increanng,  and  which  threatens  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  our  country— the  interference  of 
federal  with  State  authtuities— that  tlie  nu^ority  of  the 
Judiciary  eomnuttee  were  Induced  to  recommend  a  repeal 


of  that  sectioD  of  owe  ja£ciaiy  aet  wlueh  confers  upon 
ysur  Supreme  Court  wash  unlimiled  powers. 

As  to  the  resolution  immediatelr  under  connderation,  I 
bavt  tmly  to  aay,  in  cOnClustui,  Ihat,  as  the  nuyotity  and 
cunoritjr  of  the  coouuttee  ^ficrcd  ao  wkI^  in  tbor 
riews  u  the  question  prearated  to  them,  it  ta  both  right 
and  proper  .Uwt  the  people  at  large  should  see  the 
sonine  by  which  they  have  arrived  at  condunona  so 
entirely  opposite.  After  the  imputations  which  hare  been 
cast  upon  tae  majority,  we  consider  it  a  natter  of  strict 
justice  that  their  views  should  be  published,  and  let  an 
unprejudiced  world  determnne  whether  we  have  indeed 
been  plotting  treason  in  the  very  bosom  of  our  national 
councils.  . 


REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  furtlier  prorision  for  the 
surviving  officers  and  soldiers,  militia.  State  trocms,  and 
volunteers,  of  the  revolutionary  service,  was  read  a  tbii4 
time,  and  the  question  stated  on  ita  pasiage. 

Mr.  TREZVANT  rose,  and  saU  he.  was  aware  of  the 
great  majority  by  which  Uiis  bill  hsd.  been  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  yesterday,  and  he  knew  he  waa  presenting 
himself  in  an  unenviable  position  by  interposiw  any  ob- 
stacies  to  ita  immediate  paaaage]  yet,  contemp&ting  the 
effecta  which  it  mustproouce  upon  tlie  financial  operations 
of  the  Government,  be  felt  constrained,  by  a  sense  of 
duty,  to  threw  himself,  for  a  short  time,  upon  the  cour* 
tesy  of  the  House.  He  said,  that  by  the  provinons  of  this 
bill,  if  it  should  become  a  law,  we  are  about  to  place  upon 
the  roll  of  pen»oners  every  individual,  without  regard  to 
the  character  in  which  he  mielit  have  served  in  the  revo- 
lutionary war;  no  matter  whether  rich  or  poor,  if  his 
service  was  of  uz  months'  duration.  Not  content  with  the 
bountiful  Lberality  already  extended  to  ti>e  brave  aiid 
gallant  men  who  were  engaged  in  most  of  the  hanifoufcht 
battles  in  that  eventful  war,  which  terminated  ui  cstar 
blislung  our  indepeodefice,  we  are  now  called  upon  to 
adopt  a  measure  Uiat  will  embrace  within  the  scope  oi  ita 
bounty  all  who  survive,  and  which  must  neceawrily  in- 
crease the  number  of  pensionen  to  an  unknown  extent, 
and  create  demands  upon  the  treasury,  that  will  absorb  a 
large  proportion  of  your  current  revenue.  la  the  list  of 
peiiMoners  not  sufficiently  swelled  under  the  existing  law% 
that  we  must  dispense  with  the  prudent  limitations  imposed 
upon  the  bounty  of  the  Government  and  innte  mutd- 
tudes  who  are  not  claiming  it  as  a  righ^  or  even  asUngit 
as  a  favor,to  partake  of  a  liberality  almost  without  bounds, 
and  certainly  unprecedented? 

At  present,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  pension  cannot  be  obtained 
unless  the  applicant  is  in  necessitous  circumstances;  and 
he  is  held  to  strict  proof  of  the  time  of  service,  which 
must  be,  at  the  Icas^  nine  months;  and  requ^ed  to 
furnish,  under  oath,  a  schedule  of  his  property.  Notwith- 
standing these  wise  and  salutary  restrictions,  intended  to 
confine  the  bcnefita  of  your  pension  q'stem  to  those  who 
really  stand  in  need  of  the  assistance  of  their  country, 
and  to  guard  your  treasury  against  fi-auds-rnot  less  than 
between  eleven  and  twelve  thousand  arc  at  this  time  in 
the  enjoyment  of  your  boun^,  requiring,  I  think,  an 
annual  expenditure  of  between  twelve  and  fifteen  hundred 
thousand  dollar*.  From  this  dataA  (ffobable  fMrnjecture 
might  be  formed  u  to  the  effecta  of^  thia  bill,  abouU  it 
pass,  in  inmvaring  the  number  of  penuOners,  and  tlie  an^ 
ntial  expenditure  to  be  made  for  the  payment  of  their 
pennons. 

Hr.  T.  said  that  lie  did  not  know  nhat  was  the  num- 
ber of  soldiers  engsge'd  in  the  revolutionary  war.  The 
number,  however,  tiiujit  have  been  very  great,  if  the  mili* 
tia,  as  wen  as  those  in  the  continental  hne.  arc  included 
in  the  cflimate.  The  war  waa  waged  for  seven  ycar^  and 
was  actively  prosecuted  from  one  extrcmi^  of  tlie  Unin 
to  the  other.   No  part  of  the  seaboard  escaped  ita  ranir 
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eesi  and  the  militia,  in  aid  of  the  tegnlar  fbrecfl;  vc?e 
frequently  called  out  in  all  the  States,  and  but  fev  per> 
formed  a  serrice  Tew  a  shorter  period  ttun  six  months.  It 
cannot  be  doubted  that  there  arc  many  thonsnndi^  scatter- 
ed over  all  parts  of  U>e  United  States  who  will  bo  entitled 
to  thtt  benefiu  eontenplKtod  by  bill,  and  will  tvwi 
themaelvet  of  its  prorisioiia.  It  is  impossible  to  ^>eak 
with  absolute  accuracy  upon  this  subject,  but  the nom- 
ber  of  penaonera  now  on  the  roll  ftimiihes  a  rule  that  will 
enable  us  to  approximat«  mficimtly  near  the  tmtb  to  in- 
duce gentlemen  to  heiilBte  befiMthey  ^oeeed  fintbor 
in  this  ruinous  policy. 

At  present  it  should  be  remembered,  tiiat,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  those  who  were  proTidedfiwiathtiaetof  1K18- 
'9,  none  but  tbe  indigent,  who  haTe  aemd  oontinuoualy 
nine  months  in  the  continental  line,  are  entitled  to  thie 
benefits  of  tbe  pension  acts.  The  posseaaon  of  more  tiian 
three  hundred  doUan  worth  of  property  excludes  the 
soldier  from  this  bounty.  With  these  restrictions,  it  has 
been  stated  that  the  number  at  present  upon  tbe  pension 
fist  Hoounts  to  b^ween  eleren  and  twelve  tbooaaod.  It 
cannot  be  rcaiOHably  suppoaed  that  ona<tliiid  of  tbe  aurw 
mors  of  that  band  «r  patnots,  iriio  knew  so  well  how  to 
eatimnte  the  ralue  of  hherty,  and  encountered  such  fear- 
Ibl  perils  to  secure  its  poaseauon  to  themselves  and  their 
prmperity,  hare  been  so  regardleas  of  their  comfim  and 
independence  as,  af^ralapseof  fiAy  years,  umntetrapt- 
edly  devoted  to  the  in^trovemeot  of  their  fortune^  to  be 
found  at  Uiis  day  in  the  poaession  of  leas  than  three  hun- 
dred doUara  worUi  of  proper^.  Adnut^  however,  that 
one-third  of  theae  mm,  rilner  hy  miafiiiliiiMi  or  naprovi- 
denee,  have  been  reduioed  to  this  eoBdhion.  BeaHnretbe 
restrictions  at  present  inpeaed,  and  ftom  the  ranks  of  tbe 
contiiVBtal  line  alone  you  will  have  a  list  of  penaioners 
amountiog  to  between  uur^  and  thir^-six  thousand.  The 
relative  proportion  of  nulitn:  and  continental  troops  can- 
not be  ascertained  inth  preeiBioni  but  thohiattffy  of  those 
times,  and  the  recollection  of  then  who  witnessed  the 
seenes  of  that  period,  and  yet  live,  iriUbear  nMOOtinaay. 
ing  that  die  nnUtia  ei^aged  in  the  revohitionary  straggle, 
at  lUITereDt  times  from  iu  commcnoement  to  ita  tetmna- 
tion,  greatly  exceeded  the  number  of  regular  or  conti- 
nentsj  troops.  If  diey  were  o^y  equai  in  number,  it  is 
clearly  shown  that,  by  the  passage  of  this  bill,  ysu  wdl  in- 
crease the  list  of  pensioners  irom  between  eleven  and 
twelve  thoosand,  to  between  sixty  and  eighty  tiiouaand. 
With  Itna  view  the  fiwta,  aiiopiaMm  wmj  be  hazarded, 
that,  to  itauntain  your  penrioia»,lhesiimicqniredaMm- 
aNy,  instead  of  benqf,  aa  at  prcatn^  betwam  twelve  and  fif- 
teen hundred  thousimd  df^ors^  will  hetween  six  and  ten 
millions  of  dollars.  .  Adnut,  Mr.  flpaaker,  that  tbe  smallest 
of  the  last  mentioned  soflu  wiUm  raqnired  annually  to 
meet  the  expenditures  to  b«  inouitcd  by  thaadoptiM  of  tins 
measore*  whereisittoComefrom?  ToortMaaoiymay bo 
in  a  bealthfiil  state.  It  b  no  doubt  pnparcd  to  meet  ex- 
peated  and  ordmary  demand^  but  it  is  not  so  tednndanl 
ma  to  be  able  to  meet  one  so  unaipeeted,  and  of  anHh  an 
extraordinary  cbaistcter.  Ur.  SpesJca,  we.  have  yet  a 
heavy  and  a  loi^  standing  debt  banging  over  in,  whidi 
sound  policy  requiiea  shoiud  be  paid  bmre  tius  system 
of  waste  aiKl  extravagance  shoun  be  indulged  in.  We 
alKHddbeiustboforBWflaregnMraiia.  If tma billdtould 
beeoaeakw,  how  will  ^  ddft  b«  diacfaarged^  It  ia 
endent  that-  ^  MB  wUeb  iriU  be  aannally  required  to 
carry  'A  into  effeet  eaanot  be  snppfied  fivm  the  current 
revcoaab  unlcm  other  appropriattons  neceasiuy  to  the  or- 
dinary current  expeuaes  of  the  fievesiunent  should  be 
dispensed  with,  or  you  invade  the  sirfkiagliuid,  long  since 
established,  and  aacredW  pledged  to  the  payment  of  the 
interest  and  principal  of  the^twic  debt  If  yoadonotim- 
poaeadditioiwltaxeBor  bvro#  iSMmy^tluanuit  bodonet 
■ad,  nsnnecaisaryconiayeaM^ttepiyaiaatrfUiapabfc 
deht  wUl  be  poitpoid.   We  tere  bM*  told  bjrllM  Ean- 


cntive  that  tiie  reveoae  of  the  Govcrment  was  equal  to 
the  paymentof  tUsdebt  as  ei^  as^  year  183^  or  1835 
at  furthest.  The  people  have  been  told  so  fiir  the  last 
two  or  three  years,  and  tiicy  -are  most  anxiously  look- 
ing forward  to  this  desirable  period.  Theyexpe^  ttien, 
to  be  relieved  from  that  weight  of  taxes  by  w}ueh  they 
have  been  so  grievously  oppressed,  especiaOy  uncetiM 

J 'ear  1828.  In  Una  country,  asinidl  others  the  pe<i|^ 
ook  to  the  degree  of  taxation  they  are  exposed  to,  a* 
one  <tf  the  best  evidences  of  the  wisdom  or  foUv,  the 
goodness  or  badness,  of  the  Government  under  whica  they 
five,  and  (tf  those  who  administer  its  affairs.  When  their 
industry  is  least  trsmmdled  by  uoneoesaary  burdens,  and 
they  are  left  free  to  eiyey  the  fruits  of  their  labor  with  the 
least  posable  intetferciiee  on  the  part  of  Ae  GovemmeBt; 
tiiey  are  not  often  incfined  to  complain  of  the  acts  of  the 
Qovemmenti  bat  under  a  state  of  taxation  which  is  felt  to 
be  oppressive,  and  pronnses  to  be  perpetual,  they  will  com- 
plain, and  their  comphunti  must  ulthnately  be  respected. 
With  a  ^w  to  avert  the  evils  he  apprehended  would 
flow  from  the  biil  if  it  passed  in  its  prcsmt  fiwm,  Mr.  T. 
mfcntitted  the  fidlowkw-ipoboni 

"ThatthesridfaiUbereoemnAted  fo  Ibe  Comndttee 
of  W^  ami  Mmu,  with  instructions  to  inquire  and  re- 
port- to  the  House  the  amount  winch  wlU  probably  be 
required  annually  to  cany  its  provisions  into  effect,  and 
the  asKMut  whidi  prdsably  would  be  aunuatty  reqiured 
to  carry  die  said  bril  into  eff<feet,  provided  Hs  provirions 
were  restricted  to  those  only  who  are  in  such  reduced  cir- 
comataneea  In  Hie  as  to  stand  in  need  of  aaurtance  at ' 
the  comtry  for  supportf  and  ftirthcr  to  inquire  ahd  re- 
port wbother  the  amouot  which  may  be  required  to  oany 
the  provisioM  of  tbe  aud  blU  into  effect  can  be  dnwn 
from  the  treasury  without  invading  die  unking  fund,  and 
thereby  postpomngdie  pajrment  ofthejmbliedebt." 

Heretcrfore,  said  Mr.  T. ,  the  pidicy  of  this  Oovermnent 
had  been  toconfiae  the  benefits  oftbe  pennon  law  to  thoae  - 
who  had  been  diwblsd.in-lhe  military  and  naval  serviea  of 
the  country,  and  to  those'who  had  served  fai  tbe  revolofioo- 
ary  war,  and  were  reduced  to  a  state  of  in^genee  and 
want.  Nov,  it  is  proposed  to  go  beyond  titis  p<dicy,  and 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  splendjd  pcn^n  system.  All 
who  participated  in  tbe  war  of  the  revolution,  no  matter 
what  their  merits  may  be,  are  invited  to  come  forward 
and  throw  tbemselvas  upon  the  charity  and  beneficence  of 
the  Goremmcat— aaoo^tmus  banquet  i»to  bo  spread,  and 
the  eovniry  ia  to  be  rawscfced  to  gather  to^iemer  nndfi- 
tudes  to  riot  and  revel  at  the  fisaii.  It  W  not  lo  human  na> 
ture  to  reastan  invitrtkm  ao  strongly  appealing  to  its  cu- 
pidity and  avatsoe.  All  who  remain,  ot  the  regular  srmy 
or  nuUtia  of  tlie  war  of  the-revohitien,  will  be  quartered 
upoa  your  treasury. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  he  knew  that  antch  had  boon  wid,  ia 
aodoutof  theUouae,  of  the  nMritoriOBi  awrieeaof  Ika 
revehUimary  patriota,  andof  thedcbtof  giatitudc  wllleh 
theeountry  owed  them.  Noonewaamoiereac^thanfae 
was  to  award  to  tiiam  that  meed  of  praise  to  which  tiiey 
were  so  richly  oitilledt  and  he  entertidned  <o  exaUed  an 
opinion  of  the  patriotism  by  which  he  trusted  th^  were 
stUl  animated,  that  bebefiteredhe  tboold  go  as  ^  a* any  of 
them  deared,  if  he  cMtributcd  m  Ua  station  here  to  t»- 
tend  relief  to  such  of  them  as  reaUy  stood  in  need  aMSU 
anee  iima  their-eooatry.  l(  however,  he  riioukl  be  nfie* 
taken  in  tbia  oplidan,  ae  Ma  jmUficatioa,  he  would  m^, 
that  it  was  a  bad  rule  in  lapslation  tosairender  the  die- 
taloa  of  the  judgmeat^  and  follow  the  ie^)ubeof  the  ttO." 
inn.  WhenevH  it  was  dcme,  the  consequences  invari* 
aUy  proved  to  be  iagurioua  to  the  people.  Mr.  T.  aad  ■ 
he  had  nolndueensat,  nor  did  he  feel  any  derir^  to  de» 
rogatt  from  the  weU^araed  &me  of  the  men  wbe  fought 
and  auffeMd  to  establish  our  indmakdeaoe,  nar  woidd  he 
duow  aiqr  ebataeka  a  4e  W17  ofany  oMasore  vatanlatod 
and  intaidsd  to  aCtid  the  edpAfft*  MeeiMiy  to  tbrir  ted - 
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WKOtSf  but  be  could  not  consent  to  pre  awi^  i^IEons  to 
those  wbo  did  not  stand  in  need  of  it.  I'be  idea  of  men 
vbo  were  roWng  in  affluence  and  indulging  in  all  the  luxii- 
riet  of  civilized  life  beinjf  tuatained  and  supported  at  the 
pobUc  ezpense»  in  a  cfNintrv  and  under  a  Goremment 
iriieM  ve  boMt  of  equal  rigma,  wa*  to  him  odious  in  the 
tMtgtmt,  and  woidd  be  to  eotuidered  by  the  pe<mle.  He 
imut  bcaeeeh  gentlemen  ^^n  to  weigh  well  the  cense- 
quenoea  of  this  meaiupe.  Sixty  thouaand  penMoners  to 
be  auuntained  from  your  treasury  by  the  annual  expendi- 
ture of  an  unonnt  tfa^t  moat  arrest  for  some  time  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debt,  and  fasten  upon  the  people,  for 
n  mdcfinite  period,  a  avateili  tii  tmtien  under  which, 
«T«ii  wnr,  they  are  justly  restless  and  duaatisfied,  must 
present  a  coniideratton  that  the  prudent  and  discreet 
would  not  cast  Sinde. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  he  had  deat^edl^  confined  the  re- 
marks which  he  bad  made  upon  this  subject  to  thoae  paints 
to  which,  in  support  of  his  motion,  he  nad  felt  it  his  duty 
clueflrto  call  tiie  intention  of  the  Hmisc;  but,  before  he 
tocA  leaTe  of  the  subject,  he  would  say  that  he  felt  op- 
Hi^  to  the  pensioning  mtem,  upon  other  BTOunda.  He 
MUered  it  waa  better  cueukted  to  demoiMse  the  com- 
mtuity  than  almost  any  other  kind  of  legislation.  It 
weakena  those  ties  wlucn,  in  all  welt  regulated  communi- 
ties, should  be  seduloudy  cheriahed  as  ttie  strongest  liga* 
menta  whidi  Und  maa  to  the  performance  of  his  social 
doliea.  TbeMcdparei^whohasamoralrigfattoleanupon 
Ma  offipriagmaoi^Mrt  in  the  decline  <tf  file,  mil  be  told 
tiiat  that  (Miration  no  longer  exists^  as  dw  Gofenwiait 
haa  undertaken  to  pronde  for  him.  The  brother  will  be 
denied  the  boq>itaJity  of  a  brother's  roo^  or  a  plsoe  at  his 
board,  and  turned  out  of  doors  to  live  upon  the  charity  of 
Qovemment.  Thoae  affections,  whicfa  constituted  the 
chief -eiij<^meBt  at  fife,  will  be  put  to  hazard  by  the  in- 
troduetion  of  such  an  extended  ^st«n  of  governmental 
charity.  Mr.  T.  said  that  he  re^tted  heluul  occupied 
ao  much  time  in  presenting  his  viewa  upon  tlus  subject  to 
the  Howe,  enecially  as  he  was  satisfied  his  efibrts  would 
bo  unsucceaniilt  yet  heahoiild  bavetiie  conaolation  to 
know  that  he  bad  attempted  to  discharge  hii  duty  to  his 
coiatituents  and  to  the  country,  and  attbie  same  time  that 
he  bad  obeyed  the  dictates  of  hia  own  CMllcieiKc  m  aub- 
n^tii^  what  he  had  said. 

Mr.  TUCKBB;^  South  CtfOfilM,  moA  fae  waain  &vor 
of  dung  something  for  the  Slate  troop%  volunteers,  and 
nifitia>  These  men  bad  rendered  aervicea  as  important, 
had  endured  hardidiips  as  great,  and  snffcred  privations 
as  distresnt^,  as  the  regular  soldiers.  The  time  was,  du- 
ringtherevaiution,  that  every  tlung  depended  uponthemt 
they  were  aubject  to  dufy  alarms,  and  duly  oalu  to  resist 
the  devastating  progreas  of  the  enenqr — they  met  these 
calls  with  ahcri^,  and  a  patriotism  inferior  to  none — ex- 
posed Aw  Itrea  a«d  shed  their  blood  in  defooee  of  their 
ceontiy'a  freedomi  and  wcic  they  now  to  be  forgotten? 
Was  GoDgress  to  l^islate  for  the  benefit  of  the  regular 
soldier  taayt  Huise  in  the  regular  service  stipulated  to 
serve  for  a  sum  certain,  and  most  of  them  had  been  paid 
agreeably  to  the  oontxect. 

It  wotudbe  reotAlectod,  he  said,  tfai^  moat  of  timsc  in 
ibm  Boath,  wbo  tnok  an  active  part  in  achievii^  the  Uber- 
tiea  of  th«  country,  beloiwed  to  the  nifitiat  but  it  made 
no  difierenoe  with  him  to  what  secttoa  of  country  that  class 
of  sotdietsbekmged.  Uteybad  renderedeiMntial  services: 
without  them  the  war  oouU  not  have  been  successfully 
carried  on,  and,  faat  for  tiirir  patriotic  «xcrtion%  we 
nMit  have  been  at  thia  day  groanii^  under  the  yoke  of 
a  nie^  dcapot.  Thesr  bad  never  recaved.  their  pay  in 
any  tkng  but  a  depreciated  paper  ouieency  of  nominal 
vainer  mA  fow  of  them  bow  remaii^  ud  a  Lowe  portion 
of  tbeae  ven  bone  down  hj  age  and  ioAmitieab  and 
linnaatog  not  a  ndaeiable  cxatence  under  the  Uighthiff 
iirfhicnen  of*  AMvIni  para^.   tttnuld  tfwae  nrn  nmr 


be  told,  in  the  evenii^  of  their  days,  that  they  were  less 

Eatriotic,  that  their  aervicea  were  teas  valuable,  and  thejr 
;S9  deserving,  than  tiie  regular  scMiera^  Such  an  invidi- 
ous distinction  was  unfoeling  and  cruel.  Mr.  T.  said,  we 
owe  them  a  debt:  we  are  thrir  debtrt^  and  tliey  our 
creditjiffs.  Justice  demands  that  we  diould  pay  them. 
By  our  acta  of  legfslMion,  we  had  made  pronnon  for  a 
class  of  officers  and  soldiers,  to  which  dus  belong  many 
who  are  in  easy  drcunwtances.  [He  alluded  to  the  act 
of  1828,  which  provided  for  dl  tiioae  who  enlisted  for  and 
served  during  the  war,  without  reference  to  their  pecu- 
niary Bituation-l  He  could  see  no  ground  ttx  distinction, 
nor  could  he  diaoorer  any  good  reason  for  pnyinp  that 
class  in  preference  to  the  miEtia.  The  mtnction,  he 
siud,  was  o^ous  and  unjust.  It  evinced  a  parti^ity  on  the 
part  «f  tiie  Government,  not  warranted  by  the  drciun- 
ttances  of  the  case.  He  had  never  been  the  friend  of  the 
peaaioniiig  system;  but  as  it  had  been  adopted,  and  would 
be  kept  up  by  the  Government,  he  insisted  that  eren- 
handea  justice  should  be  awarded  to  all.  Would  any 
gentleman  say  to  him  that  auch  men  as  the  immortal  Somp- 
ter  and  Haiion,  with  th^  devoted  compatriotib  were  1ms 
worthy  wlessdesernngthan  thoseattacned  to 4ie  regular 
service?  South  Carolina  held  them  in  the  most  grattful 
remembrance.  Their  venerated  names  shed  a  lustre  of 
glory  upon  that  State,  and  thrir  patriotic  devotion  adorned 
the  pages  of  American  history.  Shall  we,  sud  he,  suffer 
the  brave  followers  of  these  brave  men  to  pine  in  want 
and  die  in  poverty,  wMle  we  are  awarding  our  boanty  to 
tlmse  who  are  not  more  deaerviiW'?  Joatieewaaallthatfae 
denredf  and,  in  giving  his  vote  for  paying'  tiie  militia,  he 
eonndered  that  he  should  act  in  strict  conformity  to  her 
requirements.  He  had  named  Sua^tter  and  Bluion — he 
might  add,  Butier,  Williams,  Pickens,  Hill,  uid  a  host  of 
others,  who  rendered  services  unequalled  in  the  histo- 
ry of  Uie  revolution.  Coold  any  American  read  the 
record  of  thdr  patriotic  deeds,  and  hy  tus  band  upon  bia 
heart,  aodaay,  they  were  less  deaerring  than  those  for 
whom  provinon  has  been  nwde?  He  repeated  that  it  waa 
not  only  a  debt  gratitude  wlildi  we  owed  to  these  men; 
but  we  were  under  a  pecuniary  obligatiim  to  them,  wtuch 
had  never  been  diacharf^. '  As  uie  representative  of 
hcmest  constituents,  wilhi^  to  discharge  tli«r  honest 
debts,  he  shtnild  venture  to  give  bis  ssKnt  to  paying' 
these  men- 
It  is  but  a  few  days,  said  lAr.  T.,  since  we  voted  a  ht^ 
aoiount  as  a  donation  to  a  distinguidicd  individual  of  this 
country-  He  alluded  to  Mr.  Monroe,  late  Preodent  of 
the  United  States.  Why  was  that  sum  voted  to  him^ 
Because  his  fame  bad  been  shed  abroad,  and  the  splen- 
dor of  the  gift  was  to-make  a  flourish  in  tiie  world.  Will 
this  Government  be  generous  and  refVise  to  be  just?  Shall 
the  pocw  militia  man  be  deiued  bis  honest  due,  and 
kept  fitun  lus  scanty  pittance,  whUe  we  lavirii  our  thou- 
sands and  tens  of  thoi»ands  upon  thoae  who  have  no  legal 
clum  upon  uh?  Let  the  American  people  avud  the  re- 
proach which  such  a  course  of  legidation  would  bringuptm 
them.  Justice  was  equally  doe  to  the  high,  the  tow,  tiic 
rid),  and  the  poort  and  aokMlg  as  be  had  a  tongue  to  utter 
a  sentence*  he  would  advocate  tins  principle. 

Mr.  T.  said*  you  have  expended  money  enough  in 
your  unctmstitutianal  wwks  of  hitemal  improvement— in 
the  conrtroetion  of  your  Ing  and  fitde  roai^  your  canals* 
and  your  surveys,  to  have  paid  those  poor  men  what  waa 
tiieir  due.  In  your  anxiety  to  proaecute  a  splendid  na- 
tional scheme,  and  to  dazxle  the  wwid  arith  the  ghsrv  of 
a  great  American  i^atem,  you  have  forgotten  tbe  tiebta 
yon  owed,  and  the  suffterii«s  of  those  to  whom  they  were 
due.  Pursue  this  policy  a  uttle  longer— Javisli  your  mo- 
ney upon  aone  who  are  not  entitled  to  it — withhold  it 
from  otherato  wham  it  ia  doe,  and  squander  your  tm- 
Bure  Becordbv  tothcpoBcy  of  yonrnusnanied  AmoicaB 
ayatmi,  end  your  ibattica  we  gone  fiurver. 
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Mr.  CARSON  wu  aptinat  the  btit,  u  at  present  ad- 
TiKd,  (haring  been  defamed  from  the  House  oy  Utdispo- 
ritton  yesterday,  during  the  dtfcusrim,)  and  was  in  favor 
of  the  coRimitment,  to  ascertain,  m  near  ai  practicable, 
what  it  would  coat. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  laid  Ibc  searion  now  drev  very 
■ear  to  Ki  closet  <here  were  many  tubjects  of  great  im- 
portanee  yet  to  be  acted  ont  and  as,  after  the  full  discus- 
sion and  the  decirive  TOte  of  yeiterday>  fiirther  debate 
could  answw  no  purpose,  he  felt  it  a  du^  to  the  House 
and  the  coutitry  to  move  the  previous  quesdont  but  he 
wi^drev  the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  VERPLANCK,  on  a  promise  that  Mr.  V.  would 
renew  it  when  he  had  made  an  explanation  in  reply  to 
some  of  the  statements  of  Mr.  Tbbstaxt,  wluch  Mr.  V. 
proceeded  to  tlo,  ^vinp  it  as  his  opinion,  from  the  |^ 
data  in  poaaesnon  of  tiie  committee,  which  he  stated  in 
detui,  that  the  bill  would"  require  an  additionid  expendi- 
ture of  not  more  than  from  800,000  to  f 1,000,000,  and 
this  rapidly  decreanng,  and  soon,  in  the  course  of  nature, 
to  be  entirely  disoontinued.  He  conduded,  aoc<H<ding^  to 
prooiise,  yith  moving' the  previous  qoeslioM. 

The  motion  was  sustsinedi  and  the  question  beiiw  put 
on  the  pasasKc  of  the  bill,  it  was  decided  in  tike  afBnna- 
tive— }^  133,  nays  53. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  mdsentto&e  Senate  ftecon* 
cuirrnoe. 

APPROPRIATION  BUXS. 

The  House  then  went  into  Comnittee  of  the  Whcde  on 
the  several  renuuiring  appropriation  bOIs. 

The  eomndttee  spent  thm:  hours  in  discuasng  various 
amendments  to  these  billt,  as  they  aucceasiveljr  came  under 
cimnderation,  and  on  motioaa  to  fill  blanks  with  particular 
SUBS,  or  to  reduce  appropriations.  The  following^  were 
the  chief  questions  decided: 

To  the  navy  appropriation  bill,  Mr.  DRAYTON  moved 
an  amendment  to  restore  the  pay  and  cmolumentB  of  the 
otfceis  of  the  maxine  corps  to  what  thqr  had  been  pricv 
to  1839,  when  they  were  reduced  by  the  construction  of 
the  mxirtfa  Auditori  and,  alter '  some  opposition:  by  Mr. 
WICKLIFFE,  and  remarks  by  Messrs.  DRAYTON  and 
McDUFPlE  in  its  favor,  the  smendment  was  adopted. 

In  the  military  appropriation  bill,  Mr.  DRAYTON 
moved  to  increase  the  appropriation  f^  fntifications  from 
lOO^OOO  to  1200,000.  The  motion  was  rcrr  strenuously 
opposed  by  Mr.  YANGEY,  and  was  negatived. 
-  Mr.  McDUPPlE  made  aa  uasticoeasfWl  motion  to  ap- 
propriate  93,000  for  the  purchase  of  medals  to  be  distri- 
buted to  Indian  chiefi;  and 

Mr.  BATES  made  an  unsucicesafiil' motion  to  insert  an 
amendment  directing  that  the  Indian  annuities  be  hereaf^ 
paid  in  the  manner  wbieh  had  been  pursued  previouflly 
to  tile  hst  year^tbe  yeas  beii^  53,  nays  61. 

Mr.  VEKPJLANCK  moved  ta  insert  mn  approptisitira 
ia  tite  harbor  bill  (confbrwdtle  to  an  existing:  law)  of 
tSO^OOOj  for  improving  the  navigalieH  of  thb  OUo  and 
MissisBippit  uid  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  moved  an  amendment  to  appropriate 
an  additional  som  of  $150,000,  to  be  expended,  under 
the  direetion  of  the  present  superintendent,  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river,  from  ito 
mouth  to  FittsbmiF,  in  ranoriiw  the  obstructions  in  the 
diannek«t  the  shoal  phecs  and  ripples,  and  by  the  erec- 
tion of  wing  danu,  or  such  other  means  a>^  in  tfw  opinion 
ofaud  superintendent,  will  best  answer  the  purpose  of 
deepening  the  channeh  of  said  river. 

Some  debate  arose,  ia  wbidi  Mr.  CARSON  opposed 
the  appropriation.  Mesws.  WILDE  and  McDVFFfE 
objected  to  inserting  it  in  tlie  present  bill,  which  was  in- 
tended only  to  appn^riate  for  objects  already  authorized 
by  Jawi  and  Mr.  WICKLIPFB  defended  it 

Mr.  VINTON  and  that  be  woold  nak,  at  that  late  hanr. 


give  his  reasons  at  large  upon  the  proposed  amendment, 
but  he  would  state,  in  a  few  words,  the  ground  upon 
which  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  adopted.  'Hie  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river  was,  in  truth, 
nothing  more  tiun  an  estenuon  of  the  canals  of  Ohio  and 
Penn^lvaiua.  These  two  Btales  were  incurring  an  eK* 
pense  of  ten  fifteen  minions  of  doUarst  the  one  ia 
opetUi^  a  canal  from  PhSadelphia  to  Pittsburg-,  and  the 
other  between  Lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio  rivert  thus  open- 
ing a  continued  communication  from  Philadelpliia  to  New 
Orleans  by  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  and  from  New  York 
to  New  Orleans  tiiroofi^  the  Erie  and  Ohio  canal.  Owing 
to  certun  shoals  in  uie  OUo  river,  its  nav%ation  was 
idmost  wholly  su^nded  fiir  about  two  months  every  auf 
tumni  and  tW*,  too^  at  the  very  best  season  of  the  year 
fiw  buriness  on  th^  canals.  The  loss  of  buriness  ca. 
this  account  must  be  very  great.  It  is  of  little  conse* 
quence  that  the  Ohio  canal  enters  the  Ohio  river,  unless 
the  produce  of  the  interior  can  descend  to  New  Orleans, 
or  other  place  of  destination.  S6  of  the  Pennsylvania 
canal}  it  is  in  vmn  fbr  that  Slate  to  think  of  participating 
to  any  crawderable  extent  in  the  traile  of  the  Western 
country  at  that  snaon  of  the  year,  unlem  the  nangation 
of  the  Ohio  is  opened  to  Pituborg,  so  that  produce  may 
ascend  and  merchandise  d^end  the  river,  on  their  way 
to  and  from  Ph9adelpbta.  Hie  making  of  tiiese  canals, 
wluch  will  now  be  finished  in  a  year  or  two,  renders  it  of 
vast  importance  to  keep  tbe  navigation  of  that  river  always 
open  while  buriness  can  be  done  upon  them.  We  have 
a  report  lyii^  upon  the  table,  showmg  that  the  shoals  in 
the  river  can  be  deepened  at  a  very  moderate  expense. 
The  improvttnent  of  its  navigation  properly  belong-s  to 
the  QenersI  Government.  And  he  hoped,  considering 
the  vast  expense  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio 
were  incomng  in  opening  avenues  of  trade  to  the  Ohio, 
that  the  comparatively  snudl  sum  of  9150,000  would  not 
be  denied  in  aid  of  tiieir  grcftt  efforts. 

Mr.  DENNY  aud,  as  fcomc  from  Oxe  border!  of  the 
Ohio^  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  a  vroed  or  two  on  this 
subject.  It  a  one  of  great  importance  to  the  Western 
country.  The  OMo  nver  ma^  with  great  propriety  be 
constdrred  a  great  natituial  highway;  it  forms  the  boun- 
dary between  several  of  the  Stateii  it  is  the  great  chan- 
nel of  their  commerce,  and,  to  some  portions,  the  only 
outlet  ibrtheir  trade;  and,  in  my  opinion,  is  as  desfervinjf 
of  the  attention  of  the  Government  as  any  portion  of  the 
seaboard.  Much  has  been  done  to  fiicilitate  our  commer^ 
CIS]  intercourse  along  the  AAmtict  large  sums  of  money 
have  been  expended  for  improvement?  in  the  bay% 
clearing  the  harnors,  opening  channels,  and  removing  ob- 
structions to  navigation,  along  our  extensive  scacoast, 
wherever  the  tide  flows,  from  north  to  south.  But, 
sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  some  gentlcmeB  are  aeized  with  a 
kind  of  hydrophobia  so  soon  as  we  leave  the  ash  and  pro> 
pose  improvements  in  the  fre^  water  region.  1  am  will- 
ing with  them  to  vote  mnfions  &t  the  improvement  and 
protection  of  our  harbors  and  seaports,  because  it  is  fbr 
the  benefit  ofthe  commerce  of  our  country.  The  whole 
Union  is  benefited  brtach  expenditures,  because  the 
whole  Union  has  an  interest  in  the  commerce  of  every 
portj  and  certainly  to  facilitate  our  internal  commercial 
communication,  particularly  among  the  great  and  flourish- 
ing Western  States,  is  equally  woithjr  our  attmtion,  in  a 
national  prfnt  of  Tiew.  1  can  perceive  no  difference  be- 
tween this  commerce  and  our  coastingtrade,  wluch  enjoys 
so  largely  the  fti%-orable  consideration  of  the  Goventment. 

To  the  Western  States,  the  Ohio  is  the  most  important 
channel  of  tiieir  intercourse;  and  it  is  true,  as  remarked 
by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cabsuit,] 
they  will  be  immeiHatelv  benefited  by  the  proposed  ap- 
propriation. But,  sir,  tbe  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
the  improvements  atider  this  appropriation  will  not  be 
Rdbeschi^ely  in  tiiose  tKates;  the^ole  nation  will  ex- 
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perience  the  benefidal  effttcts  in  the  adttitiiMwl  fiu^Uties 
■fibrded  to  commerce;  uid  tlus  is  die  gremC  basis  upon 
wtuch  the  advocates  of  internal  improvement  rest  their 
cause.  Clearing  avay  the  obstractions  from  the  harbor 
of  one  of  our  towns  on  the  seacoast,  is  fw  the  immediate 
benefit  of  the  townt  it  give*  ■ecuri^  to  tlie  trade,  and 
pramotei  ita  prosperiqr,  and  As  MmmerM  ia  increased 
andpratectedi  theworicianot,  OierefM*,  tabcconndered 
merely  a  local  matter.  No»  sir*  oommeroe  ia  a  national 
objectt  we  all  participate  in  its  benefila,  and  have  an 
interest  in  its  pro^>erit)'. 

It  is  well  known  that,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session, 
with  a  mass  of  business  before  us,  it  would  be  unpoMble 
to  pass  a  bill  throu^  thia  House  in  the  usual  mode.  I 
cannot  perceive  any  weight  in  the  objections  mode  to  this 
propOHtiont  itvioliUes  no  role  of  this  House.  What  prin- 
ciple of  legation  does  it  outra^^  Ndne,  nr.  i  trust, 
therefore,  that  the  amendment  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  also  made  a  fbw  remarks  in  ftvor  of 
the  amendmentt  after  which. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amembnent  was 
agreed  to— yeas  79. 

On  motion  of  Nr.  LETCHER,  an  appn^matiim 
inserted  of  $15,000  for  making  a  road  in  Arkansas. 

After  an  ineflFeelual  attempt  hy  Hr.  DODDKIOGE  to 
get  up  the  Cumberland  road  biU,  (itb^ngnear4o*Glock,) 

The  committee  roa^  rcprated  the  unendmenta,  and 

1^  HooM  a^oumed. 

FaiBAT,  FXBBIUBY  18. 

INLAND  PORTS  OP  ENTRY. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENO,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  allowing  the  duties  on  foreign  mer- 
chandise imported  into  Pittsburg,  Wheeling,  Cincinnati, 
Louisville,  St.  Lmits,  Nashville,  and  Natchez,  to  be  se- 
cnrcd  and  paid  at  tliose  places;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
Hr.  C.  moved  that  it  be  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  . 

Mr.  UcDUFPIE  oppoaed  the  motion,  because  it  was  a 
subject  which  belonged  to  the  revenue,  and  ought  to  have 
been  before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  It,  more- 
over, was  a  novel  principle — one  involving  a  great  ex- 
penditure, in  the  number  of  custom-house  officers  whicli 
would  have  to  be  appointed;  and  if  the  principle  were 
adopted,  every  large  town  in  the  Union  situated  on  a  river 
would  be  entitled  to  the  same  priviliige.  He  moved  the 
reference  of  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  and  Mr.  PETTIS  defended  the  bill 
i^inst  the  objections  urged,  and  argued  to  show  its  ne- 
cessity to  the  convenience  of  the  large  and  thriving  com- 
mercial places  comprised  in  the  bill.  Before  the  question 
was  taken,  the  hour  elapsed. 

APPROPBIATION  BILL9. 

The  several  appropriation  lulls,  which  yesterday  passed 
through  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  were  taken  up,  and 
the  several  amendments  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  renewed  his  amendment,  proposed  yes- 
terday in  Cranmittee  of  t)ic  Wliole,  for  the  appropriation 
of  two  hundred  thausand  dollars,  instead  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  armaments  of  fortifications.  He 
supported  his  proportion  at  length,  referring,,  in  the. 
course  of  his  ar^ment,  to  the  defenceless  condition  of 
many  of  the  fortilications  on  the  aeacoasL  Should  the 
vast  continent  of  Europe,  he  remarked,  be  iDTolved  in 
the  flame  uf  war  which  at  present  tlterc  were  too  many 
reasons  for  apprehending,  the  United  States  might,  and 
in  all  probability  would,  be  drawn  into  the  vortex.  &ho<iId 
a  contest  ensue,  (and,  conndering  the  combustion  wliicli 
at  present  prevailed  amongst  the  great  Powers  of  the  old 
world,  who  would  say  that  it  was  not  daily  expected?) 
would  not  the  consequences  be  of  so  tremeiiwraa  a  nature, 
IS  to  require  the  utmost  caution  on  our  part  to  avoid  Leii^i 


involved  in  it,  in  the  first  instance;  and,  in  the  next  place, 
if  wc  should  unfortunately  become  entan^ed  in  the  com- 
plex web  of  European  politics,  to.  be  prepared  with  the 
necessary  means  ta  extricating  ourselves  Crom  the  entan- 
glement? Surety  so^  and  tlie  only  means  of  enabling  us 
to  do  ao,  in  the  event  of  nich  a  disastrous  occurrence, 
would  be  to  prepare  for  war  in  time  of  peace;  at  least  so 
br  as  to  provide  for  the  arming  of  thoae  fortificatioiis 
upon  which  alone  the  nation  could  rely  for  the  security  of 
itjf  seaboard-  The  defence  of  the  coast  of  the  country 
was,  it  would  be  admitted  by  all,  necessair  for  the  pre- 
servation of  public  hbertyi  and  how  could  the  coaat  be 
defended,  without  the  fi»tificatKHis  beang  put  ia  an  effi- 
cient stated 

Hr.  D.  referred  next  to  the  expreavon  of  Hr.  Cmiium>, 
in  the  Britisli  Parliament,  as  to  the  probable  results  of  the 
next  war  in  Eun^.  That  able  sUtesnwn,  tliat  eloquent 
orator,  tliat  accomplished  man,  said,  a  few  years  agc^  that 
the  war  which  might  next  occur  would  probably  be  a  war 
of  opinion— a  war  of  hberal  principles  against  deqratie 
Governments — in  die  contest  of  which,  the  victon  would 
be,  in  the  end,  the  vanquished.  The  clouds  vhidi  low- 
ered at  present  over  Europe  threatened  to  involve  •& 
civilized  countries  in  the  storm  which  it  was  apparent  waa 
gathering.  No  portion  of  it  could  be  exempt;  and  how, 
then,  could  theUnitod  States  keep  aloof  in  such  a  contest? 
Great  Britain  owed  tta  e»stence  to  its  naval  strength;  it 
had  declsred  that  its  power  depended  on  its  maritime 
supremacy;  andhow,aakedHr.  D.,  could  that  supremaqr 
be  sutKned,  ahoaU  B  war  ensue,  but  by  tiie  renewed  ex. 
ercise  on  her  part  <tf  the  qntem  of  irapresanent? 

After  asoM  fitrther  remarks  on  this  sobject,  aa  con- 
nected with  the  f^jeetion  of  a  former  trett^  by  Fremdent 
Jefferson,  on  account  of  its  not  contaimng  a  provinon 
against  the  impressment  of  American  seamen,  and  some 
observations  on  the  inadequacy  of  the  present  meaaa  of 
national  defence  in  thn  fbrtincations  on  tiw  aeaboard,  Mr. 
D.  concluded. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  trusted  that,  if  a  war  should  unhappOy 
occur  in  EUirope,  this  coantnr  would  adopt  the  ayMem 
which  was  called  in  England  that  of  non-interference. 
God  forbid,  s«d  lie*  that  the  settled  policy  of  the  United 
States  should  be  so  entirely  changed,  as  to  lead  to  the 
entangtement  of  this  nation  with  tlie  politics  of  the  other 
hemisphere!  Let  us  finisb  the  RortiAcations  which  we 
halve  begun  to  eoDstruct.  Thia  it  all  tliat  the  lull  provide^ 
no  more;  and,  let  ne  ask,  of  what  use  arc  the  dielb  of 
these  buildings,  erected  at  agreat  expcnae  far  the  pm^ 
poaes  of  national  defenoej  imleaa  they  are  fintahed  and 
properly  armed? 

»Ip.  HOFFMAN  oppoaed  the  amendment,  conceiving 
the  navy  perfectly  conqietent  for  the  purposes  of  defeott. 
ing  the  coast.  The  power  and  strennh  of  our  navy 
were,  it  would  be  bcHne  in  mind,  very  dinerent  from  their 
conditiim  ten  or  fifteen  years  agO|  and  bciidci^  be,  for  Ut 
own  part,  if  he  miritt  be  permttited  to  express  an  opiwoA, 
saw  no  prospect  thaiwe  should  foe  eng^ed  in  a.  war  with 
Great  Britain.  "  ^ 

Mr.  YANCEY,  of  Kentucky,  Mud  he  had  not  expected, 
after  the  vote  of  yesterday  rejecting  the  appropriaticm  of 
an  additional  hundred  thotisand  dollars  for  fortifications  on 
the  seaboard,  that  there  would  have  been  a  pnq»oiitiaa 
to^^.  to  reinstate  the  item  in  the  bill,  and  he  r^rettcd 
that  It  WW  made.  .  I,,  said  he,  am  a  plun  farmer,  and  i«- 
preaant  conatititents,  a  majori^  of  whom  uc  fiumeca,  and, 
of  course,  make  their  living  in  that  highly  laudable  mode, 
by  the  sweat  of  their  brow;  as)dwhenladdre«atbem,and 
an^  amongst  them,  I  advocate  fnigality  and  econooiy  in 
the  public  expeoditore,  in  order  that  Iiiior  may  be  lightly 
burdened.  Althott|^  I  have  to  encounter  eloquent  law- 
yers here,  sir,  yet  I  do  and  will  fearieia^  advocate  the 
same  principles,  and  make  evciy  practieable  exertion  that 
Um  bnad  wUob  labor  hM  «HMd  ilkeO  not  he  talcen  from 
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itB  moath  to  Mipport  uoibitmt  md  extnnvgtnt  wpropri- 
ationa.  Sir,  the  poor  hboring  men,  wbo  u«,  in  »et,  the 
Terr  in^  piUara  of  sodetjr,  ou^^it  not  to  be  burdened 
vHn  tbew  exorbitant  ap^MVprktionsf  md  Ktde  do  tliey 
think,  when  they  are  bedewinff  the  etrth  with  the  sweat 
■of  their  brow,  and  when  nig^t  comes,  and  they  go  to  bed, 
they  sre  so  fatigued  with  their  daily  kbor  to  support  their 
bmilies  that  they  frequently  cannot  rieep— I  say,  air, 
little  do  they  think  that  such  profuse  and  lavish  appro- 
priations of  money  are  made,  as  frequently  are;  ami  I 
■hoidd  consider  mysdf  nnvor^r  of  their  confidence,  if  I 
did  not  boldlj  and  fearlMsly  exert  my  best  fiteirtties  here 
to  keep  off  the  oppressive  hand  of  taxation  from  them  and 
their  fttmlies.  They  are  tlurt  to  society  that «  main  aprin^^ 
b  to  a  gun  lock;  and  I  am  resolved  to  let  them  see  that  1 
am  not  lets  their  advocate  here  than  at  borne.  Sir,  I 
look  to  the  influence,  the  salutary  maxims  poKcy,  and 
advice  of  the  illustrious  Jeffcnoa.  wbo  was  in  mvor  c^the 
•acred  preservatioD  of  the  publie  Mth,  and  the  honest 
perfimnance  of  our  duties,  of  frugality  and  economy  in 
our  public  expenditure.-  Sir,  1  moel  cordially  unite  Witli 
that  mat  and  patriotic  mkg;  and  hope  that  we  shall  be 
firugu  and  economical  in  our  public  expenditures,  and  nut 
imitate  the  magnificent  pomp,  splendor,  and  profuaton  of 
Eastern  moiiamis  and  potentates;  bnt  that  we  bliall  zeal- 
ously and  ardently  endeavor  to  realize  our  professions,  and 
bring  the  ship  of  State  back  to  its  republican  and  Jefferao- 
tuan  prindples;  that  we  shall  tburoughly  cleanse  the  Au- 
gean stable,  and  get  back  to  the  good  old  wlug  principles  of 
*T6,  and  the  promotion  of  the  equal  Interest  and  inalien- 
able rights  of  man.  And,  nr,  I  regret  to  see  some  of  those 
gentlemen,  wbo  are  such  strong  advocates  of  this  appro* 
priation,  oppounr  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  d^lars  for  clearii^  out  obitniotions  and 
otberwiie  improving  the  navigation  of  tbe  Mjariarippi  and 
Ohio  rivers — ^those  two  great  streuns  which  traverse  such 
a  vast  extent  of  country  in  tbe  great  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  on  which  the  surplus  produce-  of  one  of  the 
greatest  countries  on  earth  is  wafted  to  New  Orleans  the, 
grand  emporium  of  the  West. 

Sir,  I  most  cheerfiilly  uilite  with,  the  honorable  and 
patriotic  eentkman  South  Carolina,  in  every  proper 
aefenee  <tf  the  countty,  and  would  meet  at  the  beach  tbe 
«nemy  tiiat  should  dan  to  pdUute  our  rqiabKcan  soil  wiUt 
bis  ^rrannicol  and  unhallowed  fi^-  I  would  dispute 
every  inch  of  ground,  biira  every  blade  of  grass,  and  ex- 
pre  in  the  last  ditch,  before  1  would  see  the  foot  of  an 
invader  tnunplingin  triumph  upon  my  native  land-  Tea, 
if  he  did  enter  my  country  aa  a  foe,  1  hope  it  is  not  a  use- 
less vaunt  to  say  tbnt  it  would  be  over  my  Ufeless  cmpae. 
Let  UB,  1  say*  tmcb  our  ■cHi»--let.us  urge  up«n  our  fiiehds 
and  fellow-utizens,  the  brave  boys  of  the  mountains,  and 
of  - every  other  section  of  our  bdoved  country,  to  exert 
their  patriotiam,  and  bravely  defend  the  land  in  which 
they  live,  la  that  caae — I  mean  in  the  event  of  our  being 
aUacked — we  can,  I  doubt  not,  suecessfully  remst  the 
cfHobined  attacks  of  a  .world  of  despots.  If  we  tie  frugal, 
virluousi  and  united  as  with  tbe  bonds  of  indissoluble 
UMUba,  as  I  tnnt  we  are,  and  ever  shall  b«,  and  put  our 
faith  in  the  great  omiupcrtcat  God  of  battles,  we  mav  ex- 
pect to  be  free  and  happy,  and  to  transndt  to  our  latest 
posterity,  pure  and  uncontaminated,  the  equal  and  inhe- 
rent riddts  of  freemen,  with  which  we  are  so  eminentiy 
blessed.  And  if  we  do,  wr,  act  and  uiute  on  these  prin* 
cities  of  virtue,  economy,  and  frugality,  and  trust  in  the 
greatfloreretgn  Arbiter  of  the  universe,  we  duUI  stand  as 
a  pillar  of  fire  amidst  a  world  of  benighted  despotism, 
lighting  the  path  of  unborn  nullions  to  the  temple  of 
liberty. 

Mr.  WILDE  argued  that,  however  the  country  might 
be  indiffereut  to  the  contests  of  Europe,  hoWcver  indis- 
posed the  Oovenimeot  might  be  to  engage  in  tiiose  con- 
test^ ye^  from  the  vtP/f  aatute  of  tlunfs  ■<  was  inposn- 


ble  to  avoid  an  involvement  in  them.  He  said,  after  sonu 
fiirther  remarks,  that  he  was  therefore  in  &vor  of  tbe 
proposition,  conceiving  it  to  be  absolutely  necessary  fbr 
the  defence  of  the  seacoast,  and  the  security  of  our  miU- 
tary  and  naval  forces. 

The  amendment  was  lost  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  69, 
nays  90. 

INDIAN  MEDALS. 
Mr.  McDUFFIB  moved  to  insert  an  appropriation  of 
$3,000  for  the  purchase  of  medals,  to  be  distributed 
amongst  Indian  chiefs. 

Mr.  VANCE  said  tbe  object  was  a  proper  one,  as  it  waa 
well  known  that  such  presents  to  tlie  in(Uans  were  very 
useful,  and  had  been  uways  customary.  Ue  could  not 
forbear,  however,  reniin£ng  those  gentianen  who  now 
saw  the  expetfieocy  of  tbe  measure  so  dearly,  that  an  ex- 
penditure under  the  late  administration  of^  one-third  of 
tbe  sum  now  proposed,  filled  about  a  page  of  tbe  famous 
repeat  of  the  Committee  on  Betrencbmeot,  in  setting  forth 
ita  enormity. 

Tbe  appropriation  was  agreed  to;  yeas  85,  nays  not 

counted. 

INTERNAL  lUPKOVEMENTS. 
The  bin  making  apj^iprialions  for  improving  tbe  navi- 
gation of  rivers,  removing  obstructions  tnm  the  mouths 
of  rivers  and  harbors,  &c.  next  coming  up, 

Ue.  LEA  wished  to  know  the  sense  of  tbe  House  on 
this  measure.  He  wished  to  know  what  was  meant  by 
this  sort  of  otemal  internal  improvement.  He  wished 
to  know  how  high  up  a  river  it  was  coneddered  constitu- 
tional to  go  without  coming  in  conflict  with  the  objection- 
able principle,  and  how  far  the  House  could  carry  a  dis- 
tinction which  he  bbnaelf  eouEd  not  see  or  approve. 
could  see  no  diflference  between  appropriations  for  bar^ 
bon  and  the  mouths  of  rirem,  and  appropriations  for  the 
improvement  of  tbe  interior  of  the  counuy.  He  there- 
fore asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  engrossment  of 
tMs  biU. 

Mr.  CARBON  sud-he  ft^lt  that  on  the  subject  of  inter- 
nal improvement  it  was  perfectly  useless  to  say  a  word. 
The  bill  proposed  various  objects  of  expenditure  for  bar- 
bers, &e.  what  evidence  iraa  there  m  their  necesaty — 
not  to  speak  ^  their  constitutionality,  that  he  would  not 
mentiont  it  is  scoffed  at;  we  have  no  constitution — it  is 
dead  and  gone.  But  he  knew  of  no  evidence  that  the 
improvements  were  needed,  admitting  their  legality.  He 
went  throught  all  the  items,  to  show  that  many  of  them 
were  unworthy  of  legislation,  and  some  of  them  con- 
temptible. He  protested  aninat  them,  and  said  that  the 
items  ftir  bis  own  State  ^ould  not  seduce  lum  to  vote  fbr 
the  bill.  Nothing,  however,  which  he-could  say,  he  waa 
aware,  would  have  any  influence  on  the  House;  -he  there- 
fore caHed  on  his  fi-iend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Yajtcit,) 
to  make  a  speech  against  it. 

Messrs.  IRVIN  and  WHITTLESEY  defended  the  ap- 
propriation  tn  reference  to  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie, 
showing  their  importance  to  the  commerce  of  the  West, 
the  great  extent  of  the  commerce  of  the  lake,  the  defl< 
ciency  of  natural  harbors  on  it,  and  tbe  necessity  of  form- 
ing tliem.  Sec. 

Mr;  SILL,  of  Pennaylvania,  said,  the  principal  objec- 
:  tiona  he  had  beard  against  the  passage  of  this  bill,  appeared 
to  be  directed  against  tbe  appropriations  for  improving 
the  navigation  and  (^eiung  the  harbors  on  the  lakes.  ^ 
said  Mr.  S.,  htre  had  an  oppcatunity  of  witneanng  the 
improvements  already  made  in  that  lutvigation,  by  means 
of  former  appropriations,  and  can  truly  state,  not  only  as 
my  own  opinion,  but  that  of  others,  who  have  examined 
them,  that  no  part  of  the  publie  money  has  been  more  ju- 
diciously and  beneficially  expended. 

These  appropriations  are  objected  to  because,  as  it  is 
aud,  the  Mjects  to  whidi  tiiey  are  to  be  app^  are  not 
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of  a  national  chuMiter,  and,  therefore,  that  Uie  National 
Government  cannot,  with  propriety,  appnq>mte  money 
for  th«r  improvement.  Some  particular  object  of  im- 
provement  is  selected  and  adverted  to,  for  instance,  tlic 
removal  of  a  und  bar  from  the  mouth  of  a  certain  creek 
or  river,  vtuch  falls  into  Lake  Erie,  with  a  view  to  the 
improvement  or  construction  of  a  harbor  upon  the  shore 
of  that  lake;  and  it  is  said  that  such  imprm-emenl  cannot 
be  of  general  or  national  importance,  becfuise  such  stream 
or  river  is,  of  itself,  so  obscure  and  unimportant,  that 
even  its  name  haa  ac^celjr  before  been  heard  of.  Ctentle- 
men  seem  to  consider  tmt  the  character  of  an  improve' 
ment  of  this  kind  depends  on  that  of  the  particular  spot 
where  it  is  contemplated  to  be  mode,  without  taking  into 
view  the  importance  of  the  general  object  which  each 
particular  improvement  is  calculated  to  advance. 

It  appears  to  me  that  this  view  of  the  suSpect  i»  not  a 
oorrect  one.  In  estimating  the  diaracter  and  impoTtance 
of  any  work  of  public  improvement,  we  ahouM  convdcr 
the  general  design  and  object  intended  to  be  effected,  and 
not  confine  our  views  to  the  particular  objects  of  an  ap- 
propriatioit,  which  frequently  only  the  means  of  effect- 
ing some  great  national  improvement,  or  a  part  of  some 
plan  of  general  and  pabuc  utility.  The  removal  of  a 
sand  bar  at  the  mouth  of  a  river,  or  the  shore  of  I^ake 
Erie,  conudered  solely  with  reference  to  the  importance 
of  the  particular  place  wber*  audi  improvcHMnt  is  to  be 
effected,  may  appear  to  be  a  local  and  unimportant  ob- 

i'ect;  but  when  it  is  con«dered  as  a  means  of  opening  or 
brnung  a  harbor,  whose  benefits  are  extended  to  the 
thousands  of  our  fellow-cttizens  whose  Cveaanid  proper- 
ty are  exposed  on  those  waters,  its  general  aiid  wtkmal 
chftracter  at  once  become  apparent. 
No  one  doubts  that  the  Atlantic  seaboard  is  an  obj  eet  of 

gtneral  and  national  importance.  The  pn^riety  of  af- 
rding  all  reasonable  facilities  to  its  cMnmeree  and  navi- 
gation, by  the  improvement  of  barbo}y,  the  removal  of 
sand  bars,  and  the  erection  of  beacons,  but^^  and  light- 
houses, I  believe,  is  not  disputed.  Now,  1  would  ask, 
why  is  an  improvement  of  this  kind,  when  made  along  the 
seaboard,  considered  to  be  of  national  character  uia  im-, 
porlance  ?  It  is  not  on  account  of  the  local  importance  of 
the  particular  pmnt  where  aueh  an  in^rorement  mtgr  be 
made,  but  becuise  it  is  connected  witl^  and  constitutes  a 
part  of,  that  great  national  object,  the  fitciUty  and  securK 
ty  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  Atlantic  cout. 
It  is  true  that  both  those  objects,  that  is,  those  of  general 
utility  and  local  importance,  may  happen  to  be  combined 
in  the  same  rule.  An  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  a 
geeiA  commerciri  dty,  for  instance,  that  of  New  York, 
would  present  a  case  of  this  kind.  But  suppoee  an  ex- 
tent of  barren  and  desert  coast,  without  inhabitant^  an^ 
destitute  of  any  objects  to  attract  attention,  except  tlie 
dangers  and  shipwrecks  which  awuted  those  who  sailed 
along  or  approached  its  shores,  might  not  the  national  in- 
terests require  some  improvements  to  be  made,  even  in 
such  a  sput  as  this?  And  if  the  removal  of  a  sand  bar 
would  arnird  an  impjovement  materially  promoting  the 
security  of  our  commerce,  would  it  not  be  proper  ^r 
this  Oovemment  to  effect  it?  Such  an  object  would  be 
strictly  national;  not  by  reason  of  any  importance  in  it- 
self, but  by  its  connexion  with  that  great  national  object, 
tlte  security  and  &cility  of  navigation  and  commcrcv,  it 
partakes  of  that  character,  and  necomea  itwif  an  object 
of  national  conceri^- 

The  same  principles  apply  to  the  improvements  on  our 
^reat  Northwestern  lakes.  No  one,  I  presume,  will  pro- 
fess to  doubt  that  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  tiie 
great  chain  of  lakes,  extending  alon^  our  NfK^westem 
borders,  and  forming  a  connected  narigKtion  of  mor?  than 
one  thousand  miles,  is,  of  itself,  kn  object  of  great  na- 
tional importance.  They  may  be  callet^  with  much  pro. 
priety,  the  Mediterranean  of  America.    Those  inluid 


icas  afford  a  great  highway  fiv  the  cmiunerce  and  naviga* 
tion  of  a  very  important  povtion  of  the  people  of  theae 
United  StiAes.  The  dtixcns  of  the  northwestern  parts  of 
New  York  and  Penn^lvania,  probably  one-half  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  the  whole  territory  of  Michigan,  the  nortl^ 
em  puts  of  Indiaiui  and  Illinois,  to  aay  nothing  of  the  al- 
most illimitable  regions  bordering  on  the  upper  lakes,  and 
extending  ftu-  towards  the  Missisuppi,  are  dependent  on 
the  navigation  of  these  waters  for  the  tr»tsportation  of 
their  produce  to  a  market,  the  importation  of  all  thdr 
supplies  of  foreign  nerc^iao^se,  and,  in  short,  for  aH 
their  commercial  intercouAe  and  transactions.  Nor  arc 
the  benefits  of  this  inland  navigation  conlined  ta  tboae 
who  inhabit  the  interior  of  our  country.  The  intercourse 
thus  opened  is  equally  beneficial  to  the  commorcial  and 
manufacturing  interests  of  tlie  Atbuitic  States. 

The  commerce  of  K^ake  Erie  b  lapidly  increawjg,  and 
already  of  great  importance  and  unount.  Prenoua  ts 
the  late  war,  its  eDmrnerec  was  of  aniall  unoont.  Prohfr 
bly  eight  or  ten  hbbU  veaaela  were  sufficacnt  for  aH  the 
transportation  that  was  then  required.  During  the  war, 
tliat  commerce  was  entirely  broken  up  and  destroyed. 
Some  of  the  vessels  were  captured  by  the  enemy,  the  re- 
mainder  were  purchased  by  our  Government,  and  fitted 
for  the  purposes  of  naval  wat^je.  But  witli  the  return 
(rf*  peace,  tlte  settlement  and  improvement  of  thM  countiy 
rapidly  advanced,  and  with  it  mt  trade  and  coinnieKe  af 
the  lakea.  The  completion  of  the  New  Tictk  canal  cod- 
stituted  a  new  era  in  the  trade  of  that  country.  It  gave 
to  those  lakes  ttie  character  and  advantages  of  an  inl  and 
sea.  with  a  navinble  outlet  tothe  main  ocean,  and  afford* 
ed  the  means  of  transportation  to  the  seaboard,  for  the 
agricultural  products  of  the  vast  and  fertile  regions  bor- 
dering on  and  commuiMcatinr  with  their  waters.  There 
are  now  nine  steamboats,  and  seventy  or  eighty  vessels, 
which  during  seven  or  ci^U  months  of  the  year  are  em> 
ployed  in  an  active  commerce  on  Lake  Erie.  The  number 
of  cntricsat  the  custom-house  at  Buffalo,  up  (o  the  30th 
of  September  of  the  past  seaaon,  waa  six  hundred  and 
thirty-seven.  Should  we  add  to  this  the  probable  num- 
ber of  entries  during  the  Remainder  of  the  season,  the 
ag^pegatft  number  fiw  the  whole  acaaon  wouM  pr^nibly 
e»eed  dgpbt  hundred.  The  number  of  atrivala  and  de- 
partures at  and  f^u  the  port  of  Pretquc  Ide,  during  tike 
same  period,  was  three  hundred  and  sixty^ixt  the  pro- 
bable niunber  during  the  remainder  of  tike  seaaon  would 
probably  increase  the  total  amount  to  upwards  of  fife 
nundretl.  The  quantity  of  merchandise  transported  to 
Buffalo  on  the  New  York  canal,  up  to  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember of  the  past  year,  and  shippra  on  the  lake  from  that 
port,  amounted  to  fifteen  thousand  tons.  The  two  rr- 
Diaiiiing  months  (tf  navigation  are  the  mest  buty  aeasm  «f 
trade*  and,  sbould  wc  include  the  proMile  quantity  ship- 
ped during  that  period,  it  is  believed  that  the  total  amoonl 
would  not  be  less  than  twenty-five  thousand  tons. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  whole  of  this  vast 
amount  consists  of  merchandise  the  produce  and  manufac- 
ture of  our  own  and  foreign  couwtriea,  for  the  supply  of 
the  northwestern  sectiens  of  the  United  States.  A  cmt 
proportion  ai  the  countrr  between  the  lakea  and  die 
OluOi  incluiUnysectiona  or  five  States^  and  the  wliok  of 
the  Territoiy  MHichigan,  rccuve  their  supplies  Ity  tbia 
route, 

la  the  last  annual  message  of  the  Premdeat,  the  pro- 
priety of  making  appropriations  for  increasing  the  fitcility, 
and  promoting  the  security  of  commerce,  is  admitted. 
Our  revenue,  it  is  stated,  arises  prindpally  from  the  coK 
lection  of  duties  imiMaed  on  for^pi  merchandiae-  These 
duties  increase  the  price  <^the  article,  and  are  ultimately 
drawn  from  the  poclceu  of  the  eoasumer.  Appropriationa 
for  the  improvement  of  our  commerdri  intercourse  are 
paid  out  oi  the  same  fund-  These  improvement^  by  &ei- 
litaling  tlic  pkeans  of  trausportation,  clwapcn  ita  price)  and 
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thii*  effect  k  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  article.  The 
burden  and  the  benefit  of  these  operationa  are,  therefOTC, 
reciprocal  { and  it  ia  but  reaaon^ie  that  a  part  ttie  money 
tbua  reenred  should  be  expended  ftrthe  benefit  oT  those 
from  wiiom  it  is  collected. 

Do  not  the  same  arguments  *ppl7  with  equal  fiirce  to 
^e  interior,  as  veil  as  to  the  tordgn  commerce  of  our 
country?  'Ilie  duties  imposed  on  foreign  merchandise  are 
paid  by  the  consumer,  who  rendes  in  tiie  most  interior 
and  remote  part  of  the  country,  as  well  u  by  the  inhabit- 
ant of  the  Atlantic  seaboard.    Has  he  not  a  right  t»  ez- 

Eect  that  some  part  of  that  money  will  be  expended  for 
is  benefit,  atwellufbrtheacooniBodatioiioftboaewho 
iidMLbit  the  sewoastF 

I  have  not  ascertained  the  exact  amount  of  the  export 
trade  of  Lake  Erie  during  the  past  ^ear.  I  have  seen  a 
partial  statement  of  its  amount,  which  proves  it  to  be  of 
great  extent;  and  should  it  be  estimated  at  fifteen  thousand 
tons,  which  is  probity  below  the  actual  amount,  It  would 
sweU  tlie  ^^egata  aamial  Mnount  «f  that  tnde  to  fatty 
thousand  tens. 

I  might  add  that  this  amount  has  greatly  increased  du- 
ring' the  past  year,  in  consequence  M  the  partial  comple- 
tion of  the  Ohio  canal.  And  when  that  great  work, 
opening  an  avenue  through  the  whole  of  that  great  State, 
and  forming  a  cotnmiinication  between  the  lakes  and  the 
Ohio,  shall  be  oompleted;  when  the  vast  and  fertile  re- 
gions on  tlie  shores  of  these  lakes  shall  be  converted  from 
a  wilderness  Into  fruitful  fleldi^  who  can  estimate  tiie  vast 
amount  of  produce  which  shall  be  floated  towards  »  mar- 
ket on  the  vraters  of  Lake  £rie^ 

Is  not  this  an  object  of  natiotml  importance?  Is  notthe 
protection  and  securi^  of  the  commerce  of  those  great 
inland  seas  deserving  of  the  attention  and  cAre  of  the  Na- 
tional Government?  Is  not  its  prosperiW  important  to  the 
strength,  the  security,  and  resources  of  the  nation?  Lf, 
tlien,  this  general  (wject  is  one  of  natipnal  importance, 
every  particular  improvement  made  fat  tliis  general  ob- 
ject participates  of  the  Mune  character,  and  itself  becomes 
natiotmit  provided  that  such  improvement  is  necemary, 
andju^ciously  selected  for  the  promotWm'of  the  general 
dengn. 

I  will  add  a  word  refpeeting  the  particular  character  of 
the  improvements  contemplated  in  this  bill.  They  are 
such  as,  by  a  comparatively  snail  expenditure,  to  pro- 
duce a  great  amount  of  public  benefit  Although,  pre- 
Tioua  to  the  comneneement  of  the  improvements  made 
by  this  Oovemment,  there  was  not  a  ^(Ki  or  haven  for 
die  distance  of  near  three  hundred  miles  on  the  south 
shore  of  Lake  Erie,  which  a  vessel  could  enter  in  a  time 
of  danger,  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  incur  the  expense 
of  tlte  entire  construction  of  harbors.  There  were  seve- 
ral natural  liarbors  formed  by  bays  and  the  mouths  of 
riverst  but,  iu  almost  every  instance,  thdr  entrance  was  so 
obstiucted  bjr  sand  ban  as  to  dutray  their  utility.  All 
that  was  required  for  the  completion  of  safe  and  commo- 
dious harbon^  was  the  removal  of  the  sand  bars  by  which 
tiiNr  entrande  was  obstructed.  The  first  appropriation 
for  these  objects  was  made  in  the  year  1834.  The  plan 
of  improvement  then  proposed  was  considered  as  an  ex- 
periment, the  success  of  which  might  be  dottbtfii).  But 
It  has  been  attended  with  entire  success;  add  the  same 
plan,  under  the  direction  of  the  Mme  sUUtil  and  expe- 
rienced engineer,  has  been  sQccessfiilly  adopted  in  all  the 
improvements  wliich  have  been  commenced  in  tliose 
waters. 

The  necessity  and  importance  of  these  improvements 
may  readily  be  conceived  by  those  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  navigation  of  those  Waters  befve  they  were  com- 
menced. The  situation  of  vessels  then  navigating  the 
lake  was  pecitliariy  dangerous.  Sailing  on  a  narrow  sea, 
subject  to  storms  as  violent  and  sudden  as  those  which  are 
experienced  in  the  Atlantic  Oeeui,  without  a  light  to  di- 
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rect  thrir  course,  or  a  harbor  to  aSbrd  protection,  Ihey 
were  exposed  to  be  driven  from  one  extreimty  of  tfw  Uco 
to  the  other,  or  to  be  diipwr^ced  on  the  coast  Tb« 
consequence  was  a  fraqoent  hmand  deatxuctiol^  not  atJf 
of  the  property,  but  ot  die  lives  of  those  who  wen  eni- 
ployed  in  that  navigation.  The  improvemeats  already 
effected  have  been  attended  with  the  most  beneficial  re- 
sults. I  have  often  heatd  the  opinion  expressed  by  thoae 
who  are  most  capable  of  forming  an  opinion,  tha^  with- 
out taUng  into  view  the  present  advantages  of  those  im- 
provements, an  annual  savmg  «f  property  has  been  effteted 
to  an  amount  lai^r  than  tm  of  the  appn^riations  which 
have  been  expended.  One  Act  of  itaelf  is  KdB^ent  to 
show  dk«r  importanoa.  It  is  Mated  tha^  mcoMequence 
of  those  improvements,  a  tedoction  in  Ae  iwemam  of 
insurance  on  that  commeToc,  to  the  amount  of  per- 
cent., has  been  effected. 

The  tcmarka  I  have  made  tend  to  ^w  die  importance 
of  those  improvements,  whh  respect  to  the  cmnmerce  of 
that  country.  Much  might  be  said  to  diow  that  they  are 
of  great  national  importance  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try in  time  of  war.  1  shall,  however,  content  mnelf 
with  mentioning  one  &ct,  wUch  presents  this  oonmera- 
tion  to  the  House  more  fi)rdbly  than  any  language  of  mine 
could  do. 

The  Victory  of  Commodore  Perry,  on  Lake  Erie,  is  &• 
miliar  ,to  us  all;  but  the  difficidtiea  and  dangers  which 
attended  its  achierement,  may  not  be  equally  so.  The 

a oadron  ebmmuided  by  that  gallant  (tficer  was  conitnict- 
in  the  harb4tf  of  Erie.  The  waiters  cf  that  harbor  are 
of  suAoent  depdi  for  veasds  of  any  burden,  but  its  en- 
trance was  obstructed  by  a  sand  bar,  which  could  not  be 
passed  by  the  veaseb  comporing  that  squadron,  without 
remoringall  thdr  guns  and  munitions  of  war,  and  even 
then  not  without  much  difficulty  and  dehy.  During  this 
time,  the  British  fleet  had  the  ondtsputed  possession  of 
Lake  Erie,  and  tiie  entire  command  of  the  eulranee  of 
that  harbor.  They  were  outnng  atot^  the  coast,  wem 
watching  the  progrev  of  our  fleet,  almost  daily  n'xle  dimr 
appearance  off  the  bar,  and  occa^oniUy  (brew  thrir  shot 
into  the  harbco-.  Under  these  circnmslanccfl,  the  dai^r 
of  the  American  fleet  in  crosring  the  bar  was  sr  subject 
of  muoti  annety  and  ^iprriiension.  Every  vessel  would 
necessarilv  be  exposed,  in  a  dismantled  and  defenceleai 
state,  to  the  fire  of  the  whole  British  squadron,  and  no  one 
could  foresee  bow  its  destraetive  eflbets  ootdd  either  be 
guarded  uainst  <a  reristed.  Bu^  as  it  would  appear,  al- 
most by  a  Providential  interporition,  the  rery  day  that  Com- 
modore Penpr  commenced  his  operations  for  passing  the 
bar,  the  British  squadron  left  that  coast  and  sailed  to  the 
Canadian  shore,  and,  by  un&vorable  winds,  and  perhaps 
other  causes,  were  prevented  from  returning  for  a  period 
of  seven  or  eight  days.  By  the  most  unremitted  exertions, 
continued  night  and  day  dnring  Aia  interval,  the  greater 
part  ^  the  American  squadron  were  removed  over  the 
bar,  the  guns  were  remounted,  and  Ae  ships,  although 
not  completely  fitted  for  sea,  were  moored  along  uie 
shore,  and  prepared  for  action.  When  the  Briti^  squad- 
ron returned,  and  saw  the  change  in  the  position  of  our 
fbrces,  tiiey  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  offer  batde,  but 
sailed  to  Maiden  fbr  a  reinforcement.  As  soon  as  Com; 
modore  Perry  could  prepare  his  squadron  for  a  cruise,  he 
sailed  in  quest  of  the  enemy.  Tber  were  now  met,  and 
I  need  not  mention  die  result,  n  R«ms  one  Of  ^  moat 
brilliant  p^es  in  tbetystory  t^our  country. 

lliese  facts  require  no  comment  They  cleariy  shew, 
that,  for  want  of  a  single  improvement  of  the  kind  con- 
templated by  this  bill,  the  whole  American  squadron  was 
exposed  to  imimnent  danger  of  destruction,  which  might 
bave  turned  the  whole  course  of  du  Northwestern  cam- 
paign, caused  an  expenditure  of  additional  milfions,  and 
been  attended  with  consequences  disastrous  beyond  the 
power  of  calculation. 
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Vt.  HcDUPPIE  begired  Uie  friendi  of  the  bUl  not  to 
vmmmt  tlw  time  of  the  Ilouie  in  mekingr  qiecdieB  iijpiiiist 
■n  oppontloB  BO  untenable  thtt  U  could  not  certunly  g«in 
tlurty  TOteia  Hk  bill  embnecd  no  new  objrctst  it  em- 
bnccd  such  only  u  former  xpproprifttions  Mithorized,  or 
(tending  Uwf  requtrcdi  end  evtry  item  bed  been  exe- 
mined  and  approred  by  a  committee.  He  hoped,  there- 
f«re,  that  the  debate  would  be  left  entirely  to  the  enemies 
•fthebUI. 

Mr-  CARSON  replied,  and  reiterated  his  objections  to 
tfic  bin,  on  die  acore  of  expediency  and  principle. 

Mr.  DBATTON  aaid  that  most  of  the  iUms  were  pro- 
per, but  there  were  aome  which  lie  deemed  unconstitu* 
tioiwl.   He  could  not  Tote  for  the  bill. 

The  question  was  tbra  taken  on  the  third  reaifng  of  the 
bill,  and  carried  \iy  the  following  vote: 

Y£AS. — ^Meiars.  Aiideratin,  Armstrong,  Bailey,  Barber, 
Bairinger,  Bate^  Bi^lor,  Bockee,  Boon,  Brodhead, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Bui^es,  Cahoon,  Cambretei^,  Chan- 
dler, Chilton,  Clark,  ConcUct,  Cooper,  Cowlcs,  Crane, 
Crawfind,  Crockett^  Creighton,  John  Daria,  Ueherry, 
Denny,  Doddridge,  Doney,  Duncan,  Eager,  Ellsworth, 
George  Evana,  Joahaa  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace 
Everett,  Findlay,  l^ch,  Fmrd,  Forward,  Gihnore,  Hal- 
scy,  Harvey,  Hawkins,  Hemphill,  Hinds,  HoIlaiMl,  How- 
aid,  Hugliea,  Hiint,  Huntington,  lln-ie,  llioinaa  Irwin, 
WiUiara  W.  Irvin,  Jarris,  Johwi,  H.  M.  Johnson,  Kendal), 
Kineaid,  FeiUna  lUng,'  Leaintt,  Leeompte,  Leiper,  Len^ 
Letcher,  lilarr,  Hartindale,  McDoffie,  Hclntire,  Mercer, 
Mttler,  Hit<^l),  Muhlenberg,  Overton,  Pearce,  Pettia, 
Pierwn,  Kced,  Reneher,  lUissel,  Sanfonl,  William  B. 
Shepard,  Aug.  U.  Shepperd,  Shicldfl,  Semmes,  Sill, 
Smith,  Speight,  A.  Spencer,  U.  Spencer,  Sterirtrc, 
Henry  R  Stmra,  Wm.  L.  Storra,  Strong,  Sutlicr^nd, 
Swann,  SwiA,  Taylor,  Test»  J<^n  llKHnaon,  Ti-aejr, 
Tance,  Vamum,  Verplanck,  Vinton,  Wadiington,  Whit- 
tlesey, Edward  D.  WIdte,  Wickliff^  Wibon,  Yancey, 
Young— 113. 

NAYS.— •Hcasre.  Alexander,  AUen,  Alston,  Angel 
Barnwell,  Jarocs  Bfaur,  John  Hair,  Beuldin,  Campbell, 
Carson,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Ctocheron,  Davenport,  W.  R 
Davti^  Desha,  Dr»tun,  Earl),  Foster,  Gaither,  Gortbn, 
Hall,  Haynea,  Homnan,  Jenntngi,  Care  Johnson,  Lamar, 
Lea*  Lewil^  Lojrall,  Lumpkin,  Magee,  McCoy,  Nuckolls, 
Fat&Bti,  Polfc,  Potter,  Roue,  Standefer,  IVeivant,  Tuck- 
•r,  Waj-ne,  CunphellP.  White,  Wilde,  Williani--^ 


SATonniT,  FannvABT  19. 
INTERNAL  lUPROVEHENTS. 
The  engn>''<^  bill  nuking  additional  appropriations 
for  tiie  improvement  of  certain  harbor*,  and  removing 
obstructions  at  the  moutlis  of  certain  rivers,  being  read  the 
tlurd  time, 

Mr.  CARSON,  of  North  Carolina,  roar,  and  said  tlie 
libertiea  of  my  country  are  by  Uiis  bill  put  up  for  sale, 
for  one  will  not  be  bribed  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr-  BARRINGER  aaid  he  waa  vety  aorry  to  hear  such 
hu^w^  from  his  colleague.  The  liberties  of  the  coun- 
try put  up  to  mie!  How  put  up  to  sale,  asked  Hr.  B.  ? 
It  is  an  imputatioa  on  tiie  House — not  only  on  tliis  House, 
but  on  every  Gongreas  from  tlie  foundation  of  tlie  Go- 
vernment, and  every  Executive  from  the  commencement 
to  the  present,  llits  bill,  Hr.  B.  aaid,  presented  no 
ooeation  of  internal  improvement,  as  titat  question  ta  un 
dentood  by  Southern  ^ntkmen  ^pcnerally. 

He  had  voted  on  these  appropriations  heretofore;  they 
were  for  objects  annually  provided  for  by  Congress,  and 
tliia  was  the  first  time  t)«t  he  had  Fuund  out  that  tliry  put 
up  to  sale  tlw  liberties  of  his  cotmtty.  This  wad  astrange 
'  decWation — that  iu  a  bill  of  the  bkmI  usual  and  customary 
character — to  promote  the  commerce  and  revenue  of  the 


country — which  had  been  regulariy  provided  for  every 
year,  without  any  body  dreammg  that  it  was  a  violatioa  a 
the  cotwtitution-^to  hear  it  proclaimed  now  that  it  was 
selling  the  liberties  of  the  country)  If  that  is  the  case, 
where,  he  asked,  was  the  vigilance  of  his  collei^e  on 
furmer  octeMons,  when  simiw  appropriations  had  receiv- 
ed his  vote'  The  principle,  Mr*  B.  aaid,  had  never  been 
denied,  that  where  the  commerce  of  the  countiy  could  be 
&citoted  vt  increased,  and  the  revemie  detived  *  there- 
from waa  TMdvcd  exdostvcly  by  the  Genetal  Oovern- 
ment,  tlut  it  was  within  the  province  of  the  Oorernment 
to  mikx  tlte  iraprovementt  and  this  was  strictly  and  pecu- 
liarly the  case  with  harbors,  and  the  rooutlts  of  nvers, 
where  obstructions  impeded  or  endangered  (he  nav'^' 
tioii.  This  was  a  species  of  hnprovement  which  it  liad 
never  been  contended  devolved  on  the  States  thcmselveat 
they  bad  been  exeouted  by  the  General  Gorcrnment  from 
the  hc^nning  of  the  Govemmentt  at  least  such  had  been 
the  action  of  Congress  ever  ance  he  bad  been  here,  and 
the  action,  be  believed,  of  tlioae  who  had  gone  before  ua. 
It  was  for  his  colleague  to  exercise  his  own  jiidgmcnt  for 
himself  on  this  subject  and  all  others;  bu^  in  mercy,  Mr- 
B.  said,  he  hoped  liis  colleague  would  permit  him  to  ez- 
cr^se  the  same  right,  without  the  imputation  of  seUtng  the 
libertiea  of  his  countir. 

The  SPEAKER  checked  Mr.  B.  He  did  not  under- 
stand Ur.  C.  as  imputing  ouch  a  den^  to  members,  but 
only  as  speaking  oithe  effect  of  the  hiU. 

Mr.  CARSON  hwcd  the  Speaker  would  ^rroit  his 
colleague  to  proceed,  and  cast  every  ddng  ob  him  tint  be 
desired.    He  Isnew  his  motive. 

Mr.  BARRINGEH  resumed.  He  wished  only  to  vindi- 
cate himself,  not  to  cast  any  thing  on  his  coHcaguc.  North 
Carolina  had  petitioned  w  the  improvenient  of  Roanoke 
hilet.  lltia  object  was  in  no  way  different  from  the  ob- 
jects in  this  bill.  North  Caroliiia  had  petitioned  Con- 
gress for  ttie  improvement  of  Ocracock  and  the  Cape 
Fear,  and  all  her  delegation  Iwd  supportetl  the  applica- 
tion- It  bad  been  frequently  before  the  House,  anil  none 
of  them  liad  dkicuvered  that  it  was  uncunstiiutional;  and 
now,  because  tlwie  objeeta  are  embraced  in  this  bill,  are 
we  who  vote  for  it  to  be  chai^vd  with  being  bought  va> 
He  lud  voted  for  such  a  bill  every  year  when  these  cJj- 
jects  were  not  included,  and  he  should  have  voted  for  it 
now,  if  the^  had  been  ezduded.  Was  he  to  vote  against 
what  was  right,  because  he  coukt  not  <^tain  what  he  con- 
ceived just,  or  vote  against  the  bill,  because  the  objects 
which  his  own  State  had  at  heart  were  included,  lest  be 
miriit  be  charged  with  being  bought  up?  He  protested 
against  Mich  irapatMions. 

Mr.  CiUlBON  said  that  he  va*  very  gkd  thst  hu  col- 
league had  let  off  some  matter  which  he  had  been  preg^ 
iiant  with  for  some— -[The  SPEAKER  here  interposed, 
and  said  tlwttlie  gentleouin's  c(d)eagiie  had  disclaimed  any 
reflection  upon  the  gentleman's  motives.]  I  understood 
him  to  do  so,  said  Mr.  C,  and  1  too  diacl»m  any  intention 
to  reflect  upon  tlie  motives  of  other  gentlemen.  My  col- 
league saya  that  I  charge  him  with  being  bougfati  that 
was  the  purport  of  his  speech.  Sir,  1  made  no  such 
chuge.  I  am  wilhiig  to  say  that  every  member  who 
votes  fur  this  bill  believes  that  he  is  ri^it-  But  1  believe 
that  they  are  wrong,  and  thftt  those  who  do  vole  for  it, 
whatever  ia  their  motive,  an  selling  the  Lbcrtica  of  thnr 
countr]-.  In  ancient  times  tlie  Roman  loaders  bouglit  up 
tlie  liberties  of  the  people  with  the  q>otls  of  the  couquer- 
cd  provineest  and  this  policy  of  internal  improvemoitt 
anduur  hirh4uuKled  tariff,  are  the  means  whit  wliich  the 
iibcrties  of  this  pe%ple  are  to  be  bought  up.  My  cut- 
league  says  be  w^l  not  defend  the  constitutionality  of  tlie 
approprintionn  proposed  by  this  bill,  aitd  well  he  nuiy  s;.y 
HO,  fur  he  cjinnot  di-f<n<l  it.  The  cunstitntiitn  lias  bc«a 
placed  in  tlic  lunds  irf'empirica— of  political  quacks,  nho 
lune  given  it  s  coutructiDa  wbercl^  it  is  awalknii^  up 


Digitized  by 


Google 


757 


OF  DKBAtES  IN  CONGRESS, 


758 


Feb.  19, 1831.] 


Itttemal  Tmprooements. 


(II.  or  R. 


the  liberties  of  the  country;  maA,  when  the^  are  gone, 
where  are  we  to  look  for  liberty^  Where,  air,  I  repeat, 
are  wc  to  look  for  it^  Almighty  God  mny  hare  ordained 
th»t  liberty  shall  exist  only  in  one  hemisphere  at  a  time. 
If  SO)  tlie  genius  of  liberty  may  have  taken  Iter  fli|^t  from 
■nionp  ua-^he  may  ture  ftdhnred  Lafl^^ette  across  the 
waters— and  vhHst  tiiey  haw  liberty  in  France,  we  may 
have  tyranny  here.  I  must  believe,  nr,  if  our  liberties 
are  saved,  that  it  can  be  only  by  the  interpo^tion  of  the 
individual  Statest  and,  nr,  I  look  to  old  Vit^nia,  as  the 
nucleus  around  which  the  States  are  to  rally  to  resist  the 
usurpations  of  the  General  Government.  I  look  to  her 
sons — to  her  Patrick  Henrys  (nicli  men  as  he,  who  dared 
to  declare  that  resistance  of  oppresnon  was  not  treason) 
—1  took  to  her  Madiaois  to  her  Monroe,  to  you,  sir,  (the 
Speaker:)  gentlemen  may  laugh,  sir,  Iwt  I  look  to  such 
ment  not  to  men  bouglit  up  by  appropriations  and  by  the 
liope  of  office,  but  to  men  of  hig'li  and  elevated  feclines 
and  stern  integrity,  to  save  my  country.  If  such  men  tlo 
not  rouse  themselves  to  action,  our  liberty  is  gone.  ilr. 
C.  coDcIud<:d  with  saying,  that  perhaps  he  had  spoken 
with  too  much  warmth  on  this  occanan;  that  he  was  sick, 
and  had  no  Intention  to  come  here  to-dayt  but  that  he  had 
been  sent  for,  and  brought  from  fats  bed  by  a  call  of  the 
House.  He  knew  it  was  in  vwn  to  oppose  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  and  perhaps  there  was  no  use  in  a  man's  throw- 
ing himself  into  the  breach,  and  receiving  in  his  breast  the 
(higgtrs  of  all  who  were  in  favor  of  it.  He  attacked  the 
B>-stem,  not  the  motives  of  gentlemen:  but  he  solemnly 
believed,  if  this  sort  of  legidation  was  persisted  in,  our, 
liberties  were  etmei  and  Uwt  notliing  but  the  action  of 
the  States  could  save  them. 

Mr.  BLAIH,  of  Tennessee,  asid,  tliat,  although,  for 
several  years  past,  be  tad  voted  for  internal  improve- 
mentSj  and  had  seen  no  reason  to  chanjpe  his  opinion  or 
his  coinrw  in  tlwt  particular,  yet  he  diould  vote  against 
tlie  bill,  because  of  its  partiality  and  gross  injustice.  That 
he  was  the  more  determintrd  upon  that  course,  from  the 
arguments  which  have  been  urged  in  fiivor  of  its  passage 
by  the  gentleman  fiwii  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Bakhiwoxii.] 
For  his  part,  Mr.  B.  sud.  he  could  not  see  why  the  month 
of  a  river  sbotild  he  improved  by  the  appropriations  of 
the  ]iublic  money,  more  than  its  bed|  nor  why  a  measui  e 
of  this  description,  coming  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  &lcana^  was  not  as  much  a  measure  of  internal  im- 
provement, as  if  it  hail  come  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canab.  Suppose  the  appropriation  proposed  by  this 
bill,  (so  tkr  as  Ohio  is  concerned, )  had  been  reported  by . 
the  Ccminrittee  on  Internal  ImKWOvementa  in  a  separate 
bil^  woukl  nut  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  have 
gone  against  that  measure^  Has  he  not  invariably  gone 
a^inst  such  ap|)roprtations>  What,  then,  shall  we  stf, 
if  we,  from  the  interior,  net  upon  the  principles  which 
govern  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  hill?  Why,  «r,  thai  there 
IK  to  be  a  system  of  appropriations  for  b8>'s  and  Imrbora, 
and  the  mouUis  of  riwrsand  ereekst  in  abort,  a  system  of 
improrementB  for  the  tide  water,  to  the  total  exclusion  of 
the  whole  interior. 

Shall  I,  as  a  representative  of  one  of  the  distr'cts  in  the 
interior,  join  in  a  crusade  against  tlut  section  of  the  coun. 
try  from  whence  1  coinc'  I  cannot,  I  will  not  give  my 
countenance  to  a  measure  so  partial  and  unjtist  as  that 
wh'ich  is  now  under  conaderation.  It  is,  therefore,  sir, 
tliat  1  am  obliged  to  turn  my  back  agwnst  this  bill,  after 
havinv  for  eight  yem  voted  for  what  1  tltought  was  a  sya- 
leni'  whldi  would  at  least  extend  above  the  tide  water.  I  beg 
of  gentlemen  to  lotAi  to  the  pKnnfioiu  of  this  bill:  the 
Slate  of  Ohio  is  the  only  State  west  of  the  Alleghany  for 
which  the  smallest  provision  is  made,  and,  in  tender  mercy 
to  that  State,  the  appropriations  arc  limited  to  the  mouths 
of  ihe  streams  to  be  improved.  When  it  shall  be  in  order 
far  me  to  call  up  the  bill  now  on  yoiir  table,  to  connect 
tiie  waters  of  toe  Tennessee  and  tJoosa  rivers,  will  the 


gentleman  fVom  Nortii  Carolina,  and  others,  come  out  and 
say  that  tliat  is  constitutional?  No,  siri  they  would  not 
admit  its  constitutionality,  because  it  is  above  the  mouth, 
and  not  immediately  connected  with  fbreign  commerce. 
Yes  sir,  I  might  exhaust  my  strength  here  in  vain,  in  show* 
ing  Hie  importance  of  this  oumenoni  I  should  not  be  so 
fiwtunatc  as  to  Kt  the  Vote  of  the  gentleman  fromKortk 
Car(^ina  and  others  who  limit  the  constitution  to  salt  wfr 
ter  improvements.  If  the  proposition  for  such  appropria- 
tion came  ftom  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  tiien, 
indeed,  I  possibly  might  get  their  votes)  but  not  if  it  came 
from  tile  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements.  He  said 
that  he  was  for  improving  tiie  means  of  domestic  as  well 
as  foreign  intercmlrse  and  commerce.  If  the  exclunvo 
system  proposed  by  thii  IhR  is  to  be  persevered  in,  tho 
people  whom  he  represented  would  flerive  no  benefit 
whatever  from  the  expenditure  of  the  puhfie  money.  He 
believed  this  to  be  as  much  an  internal  improvement  bill 
as  any  bill  of  that  nature  introduced  at  the  present  ses* 
axon.  Of  its  cons'ttutionality  he  hul  no  doubt)  but  he 
demed  the  expediency  of  thus  limiting  and  partially  car- 
ryinv  the  principle  into  effect  Once  for  all,  I  can  assure 
the  friends  of  a  judicious  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment^ that,  whenever  measures  dtall  come  befive  tho 
House,  looking  aUkc  to  the  West  and  the  East,  and  promi^ 
ing  to  advance  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  they 
should  find  his  vote  as  it  always  liad  been.  In  sclfdefence, 
said  Ur.  B.,  the  interior  must  finally  come  to  this  course. 
They  will  be  compelled  to  urate  in  rensting  a  qrstem  of 
appropriations  which  promises  nothing  to  their  constitu- 
cots,  and  would  cause  the  (q>erations  of  tiie  Federal  Go> 
veniment  to  be  foh  only  in  its  burdens  and  exactioi  s. 
He  said  that  he  hoped  he  was  understood  by  the  House, 
as  some  surprise  had  been  manifested  by  friends  around 
him,  at  his  opposition  to  this  bill  when  bst  before  tlie 
House. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  again  rose.  It  had  been  his  prac- 
tice, he  said,  to  vote  for  what  he  deemed  jitst  and  expedi- 
ent, no  matter  by  what  committee  the  measure  was  re- 
ported. In  regard  to  the  quealiun  befbre  the  House,  bm 
said,  liis  rule  was  this:  that,  if  he  found  the  object  con- 
nected witii  tiie  c<mimerce  of  the  nation,  and  ealeokted 
to  beot^t  that  commerce,  lie  deemed  the  object  leghi- 
mate,  and  be  ^ve  it  his  support  For  instance,  the  mouth 
nf  the  Mississippi,  one  of  tlte  items  of  this  bill,  was  im- 
portant to  the  coomierce  of  all  Uie  great  rivers  which  Bow 
into  it,  and  he  could  not  hesitate  to  support  the  appropri- 
ation; and  if  gentlemen  woukl  point  out  any  objects  not 
leading  to  some  port,  and  caktflated  to  lamlitate  the  com- 
merce of  the  cotmtry,  he  wouht  ^reo  to  strike  it  out 
On  the  laket,  be  knew  there  were  ports,  and  these  were 
necessary  to  the  great  and  growing  commerce  of  those 
tvaters,  and  he  was  as  ready  to  support  legitimate  objects 
in  tiie  West  as  in  the  Cast.  He  would  not  condescend  to 
inquire  what  part  of  the  country  the  object  was  to  benefit, 
so  it  was  proper.  If  it  came  from  the  gentleman's  [Mr. 
Blah's]  committee,  (the  Committee  od  Internal  Improve- 
ments,) he  would  support  it  just  as'soon  as  if  it  came  from 
any  other.  He  would  leave  it  to  titat  gentleman  to  say 
how  he  could  now  oppose  measures  which  he  had  former- 
ly supported,  because  he  thought  the  conduct  of  others 
improper  or  inconsistent  For  himself  Ur.  B.  said,  see- 
ing nothir^  in  this  bill  variant  from  what  he  tad  alwqrs 
supported,  he  ahoiiIJ  give  it  his  rote. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEV,  believing  that  further  debate 
would  notcbange  a  single  vote,moved  the  pre  viotis  question. 

The  motion  was  sustained,  ami  tiie  question  being  put  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  was  carried  by  the  fuUowingvotet 
TEAS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Noyes  Barber,  Barringer,  Bartley,  Bates,  Baylor,  Bcek- 
man,  Boekee,  Boon,  Brown,  Surges,  Butman,  Cahoon, 
Cambreleng,  Chandler,  Childs,  Clulton,  Clark,  Coleman, 
Condict,  Cooper,  Couher,  Cowley ,  Crane,  Crawfiml, 
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Crockett,  Creij^hton,  Crovninslueld,  Daniel,  John  Darts, 
Debeny,  Dennr,  Dickinson,  Doddrii^^,  Doriey,  Dudley, 
.DuBCKn,  DwiKtit,  Ei^|er,  BUawortii,  Genve  Evani,  Jo- 
diua  Erans,  Edward  Ercwtt,  Findll^,  Fin^^  Ford.  For- 
ward* Fly,  (Elmore,  Green,  Grennell,  GorleVj  Habey, 
Batnmons,  Harvey,  Hawkana,  Herophtll,  Hodg«s  Hol- 
Imd,  Howanl,  Hubbard,  Huriies,  Huntingdon,  Ihrie,  In- 
^^eraoU,  Thomas  Irwin,  W.  W .  Irrin,  Jarris,  John*,  H.  H. 
Johnaon,  Kendal),  Kennon,  Kincaid,  Perkins  King,  Lea- 
Titt,  Leeompte,  Leiper,  Lent,  Letcher,  Uallaiy.  Harr, 
Martindale,  T.  Maxwell,  I*  Maxwell,  McCreeiy,  McDuffie, 
MdlntiK,  Meroer,  Miller*  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg.  Over- 
ton, Peatee,  Fettil^  Fienon,  Bandt^i^  Beed.  Sencher, 
Ucbardaon,  Ruisel,  Sai^brd,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Sbep. 
perd.  Shields,  Semmea,  Sill,  South,  Speialit,  .Richard 
Spencer,  Spriff^,  Stanbery,  Sterieere,  Stephens,  W.  L. 
Storrs,  Sutheriand,  Swann.  SwiR,  Taylor.  Test,  John 
Thomson,  Tiwy,  Vance,  VamuiD,  Verplanck,  Vinton, 
WadiituAon,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White, 
WiekUff^  WUson,  Vaneey,  Yoiinfl>.— 136. 

MAYS.— BCesara.  Alexander,  -Alston,  Anfd,  Archer, 
Barnwell,  Jaaea  Bhur,  John  Blair,  Campbell,  Caraon, 
Glubeme,  Clay,  Coke.  Conner,  Craig,  Crocheron,  Da- 
venport, W.  B-  Davis,  Desha,  De  WitC  Draper,  Drajrton, 
£arll,  Foster,  Gaither,  Gordon,  HaH,  Haynes,  Homnan, 
Jennings,  C.  Ji^son,  Lamar,  Lea,  Leiris,  Loyall,  Lump- 
kin, Magee,  McCoy,  Nuckolls,  Patton,  Folk,  Fotter, 
Bamsey,  Boane,  Soot^  Standefer,  Talii^erro,  W.  Thomp- 
lon,  Trexrant,  Tucker,  Wayne,  C.  F.  Whhc^  Wilde, 
WiOiMns.— dS. 

BEAUMARCBAIS'  CLAIM. 

The  SPEAKER,  proceeding  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
called,  as  first  on  the  docket  the  bill  to  adjust  and  settle 
the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Caron  de  Beaumarcbaia. 

Mr.  ARCHER  moved  that  the  House  go  into  committee 
on  this  bill,  ttatii^  that  if  H  did  ao,  an  amendment  would 
be  ofTcTed  to  give  the  subject  a  direction  different  from 
the  action  of  wis  House}  but  the  motion  was  lost,  only  24 
rising  for  it. 

RICHARD  W.  MEADE'S  CLAIM. 

The  bill  providing  for  this  claim  being  next  called,  Mr* 
ARCHER  sud  the  magnitude  of  the  chiim  was  such  that 
he  should  not  call  up  this  bill  at  this  late  period  of  the 
aesttoni  and  it  was  passed  fay. 

The  House  spent  ibc  remainder  of'the  da^  in  connder- 
faig  and  paaringa  great  number  itf  private  bills. 

MenAT,  FsniramT  31. 
INDIAN  QUESTION. 

The  House  resumed  tite  condderation  of  the  motion 
submitted  by  We.  ETamarr,  Massachusetts  on  Mon- 
day last,  to  instruct  the'  Committee  on  In^n  Afiaira  to 
report  a  bill  making  further  proviuon  for  executing  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribest  and,  also,  for  the  fiuthful  observance 
of  the  treaties  between  the  Uiuted  States  and  the  said  tribes. 

Mr.  EVERETT  resumed  the  floor,  and  addressed  the 
House  nearly  two  hours  in  continuation  and  conclusion  of 
tiieaigiunent  whidi  he  commenced  when  the  subject  was 
first  undercoiiaderation,(as^veit  in  last  Monday's  report 

Mr.  HATNES,  of  Georgia,  then  rose,  and  said,  wlien 
ftis  subject  was  so  elaboratel)'  discussed  at  tlie  last  session 
of  Congress,  and  particularly  when  so  lai^  a  share  of 
that  discusson  was  borne  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Etkbstt,]  and  his  mends,  he 
had  hoped  it  would  never  again  be  agitated  in  tlus  House. 
When  the  proportion  of  ue  hoMwmble  gentleman  was 
offered,  he  confessed  be  felt  an  exintement  which  would 
^en  have  rendered  lum  incapi^le  of  discusung  it  with 
beconnng  telf-respcct,  w  what  wu  dac  from  him  to  this 
House. 


In  lus  calmer  reflections,  he  had  determined  to  briiq> 
alone  to  its  connderation  the  dictates  of  his  undentanding 
and  his  Judgment,  whatever  of  pasuon  might  heretofote 
have  been  mingled  with  it 

Imputing  no  motives  to  any  member  of  this  House, 
where  such  imputation  is  wholly  inadmissible,  he  must 
say,  that  if,  in  the  former  discussions,  here  and  elsewhere, 
he  had  thmght  be  had  discovered  a  ^Gtical  humani^ 
regulating  tlie  movements  of  the  opposition,  he  could  see 
nothing  in  the  present  amectof  aJTaira  in  the  slimiest  de. 
gree  to  change  tiiat  opinKBk— a  political  humant^  which, 
to  say  the  most  of  it,  is  Hke  that  charitable  kn^;faterrantrf 
which,  overlooking  the  object  iX  its  feet,  seeks  for  it 
among  Uie  antipo£s. 

If  the  half  that  has  been  said  here  and  elsewhere  should 
be  believed,  it  would  be  sufficient.  In  speaking  of  an  in- 
dividual, to  embody  all  that  is  hi^unoiia  in  calling  him  a 
Georgian.  And  for  whatpurpose  was  all  this  outcry  against 
the  State  of  Georgia?  It  arises  from  the  same  princnple* 
whidi  would  have  inflicted  a  consdidated  Govematent  on 
this  country  in  1787,  whose  advocates  said  of  Mr.  Jet 
ferson,  in  1807,  ttut  he  could  not  be  kicked  into  a  war) 
which  would  have  driven  out  Mr.  Madison  in  1814,  for 
declaring  and  prosecuting  that  war;  and  which  would 
drive  out  General  Jackson  now,  because  he  defeated  thdr 
hopes  at  New  Orleans,  and  because  he  refuses  to  consider 
a  institution  of  lunited  powers  a  charter  of  unlimited 
powers.  The  party  posseaaing  these  principles  has  chansf- 
ed  itsname,  byt  not  ita principles.  The  national  repubPi- 
cana  of  1831  are  the  true  successors  of  the  ultra  federal- 
ists of  thirty  years  ago;  and  those  who  would  drive  General 
Jackson  from  the  administration  of  tlie  Government,  do 
not  differ  from  those  who  passed  the  sedition  law  of  1798. 
This  party,  which  has,  so  far  as  names  are  coneeraed, 
shown  the  same  fiidlity  of  change  as  the  cameleon,  now 
seeks,  asithai  sought  ever  rinoe  its  hopes  were  tfisap- 
pmnted  in  the  federal  convention,  to  arrive  at  its  object 
throu|^  the  instrumentality  of  tiie  Supreme  Court  But 
more  of  diis  subject  heresiler. 

In  rising  to  address  the  House  on  the  present  occason, 
illy  prepared,  by  indifferent  health  and  other  public  du- 
ties, to  follow  the  gentieman  from  Massacliusetta  over  the 
whole  ground  he  lud  chosen  to  oooupr,  he  shwld  content 
hiioself  with  offering  a  few  brief  and  desultory  observaF 
tions  to  the  conuderation  of  the  House.  Nur  would  he 
hare  risen,  but  for  the  peculiar  relation  which  he  bore  to 
this  question.    Pending  the  discusnoii  of  it  at  the  last 


aion  of  Congress,  under  tiie  most  ur^^ent  importainity  of 
his  friends,  De  had  forborne,  at  a  cntical  period  of  the 
debate,  from  prearing  himself  into  it,  be^eving  that  its 
further  protraction  would  probably  lead  to  tiie  defeat  of 
the  bin,  ui  the  provirions  of  which  Georgia  had  a  particu- 
lar, as  the  countiyatlarge  hadadeep  and  general  interest 
Although  he  had  ever  rince  held  in  his  possession  a  do- 
cument most  distinctly  proving  the  influence  of  this  motive 
on  his  conduct  at  that  period,  yet  sucli  motive  could  not 
be  generally  known  to  his  constituents,  as  the  document 
alluded  to  had  not  beef  made  public.  But,  as  the  day  is 
at  hand  when  his  representative  character  will  cease,  he 
was  not  willing  to  stand  utyustlfied  before  those  he  had 
represented  to  the  beat  ctf'Iui  tAtOity  for  the  last  rix  jrears. 
In  the  discusrion  of  this  question,  on  which  so  wide  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  existed  between  the  honorable  gentle- 
man and  himself  it  is  necessary  to  recur  to  the  history  of 
this  country,  to  ascertain  whether  the  Federal  Government 
has  confined  itself  to  the  pale  of  the  constitution,  or  that 
Georg^  has  overleaped  Uie  barriers  of  her  ri^tfiil  sove- 
reignty. In  discusauig  this  branch  of  the  nbjcct*  he 
sliould  not  inquire  whether  this  continent,  at  the  time  of 
its  discovery,  was  considered  as  a  part  of  St-  Peter's  pa- 
trimony, nor  how  it  might  tiien  hare  been  regarded  by 
papal  bulls  in  fevor  of  certain  discoverers.  Kor  should 
he  inquire  into  the  quaint  phrues  which  may  or  may  not 
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MdUm  (Question. 


be  found  in  uiy  of  the  eharten  mirted  to  the  colonists  by  ' 
which  it  was  settled.    It  had  bvm  said  on  »  former  oc- 
OKon,  that  the  rights  of  discoreiy  set  up  bjr  Europeans  < 
related  solely  to  the  effect  of  those  rights  on  esch  oUier. 
In  part  this  is  true,  and  in  part  it  is  not  true.   That  those  : 
rignts  were  relatire  to  the  discoverers,  as  regards  the 
question  of  boundary,  is  admitted;  but  it  ts  asserted,  with- 
out the  fear  of  contta^dOD,  that  they  were  pMitive, 
were  diaolttte  in  their  relation  to  the  original  iimalutanti  . 
of  this  eimluient.    As  it  regarded  those  inhabitants,  the 
natiens  of  Europe  «4uch  phuirted  colonieahsre  considered 
timr  oceupaner  permissive  merely.    Nor  can  any  other 
principle  of  national  law  be  produced  on  this  subject;  nor 
IS  it  necesnry  to  inqiure  into  the  justice  of  such  a  princi- 
ple.   If  it  be  unjust,  and  shall  be  so  decided,  then  the 
nuUiona  who  have  descended  from  the  original  colonists, 
with  all  who  hare  been  added  by  later  emigration,  must 
take  refti^  on  the  eastern  shores  of  the  Atlantic. 

If  this  right  of  diaamry  does  not  avMl  Georgia,  it  is  of 
•a  little  avail  to  any  other  State  in  this  Union.  But,  to 
Bay  no  more  of  it,  we  find  ourselves  placed  under  the 
operation  of  this  prindple,  and  it  is  too  late  to  talk  of 
coaogiiv  it.  But  it  might  be  asked  how  he  arrived  at 
the  coodosion  that  such  a  prindple  had  been  adopted  by 
the  discovering  European  nations  which  planted  colonies 
on  tiiii  continent.  He  would  answer,  in  the  history  of 
•D.  Nor  would  he  shelter  himself  under  the  enormities 
practised  by  Spain  on  the  aborieines  of  HexLco,  South 
America,  and  the  West  India  islands.  Great  Britain  acted 
on  the  same  principles  in  granting  charters  to  her  North 
American  colonies.  Prom  the  earliest  of  those  charters 
to  that  granted  to  Georgia  in  1732,  tins  principle  runs 
throughootf  nor  had  he  WMrred,  upon  an  examination  of 
*  nunwer  of  ttiera,  that  an^  peeuharity  eziatrd,  except 
ttat,  by  charter,  the  eulosivs  right  ^  secured  to  Rhode 
Uand,  *' upon  just  cause,  to  invade  and  destroy  the  native 
Indians,  or  outer  enemies  of  the  sud  colony."  Nor 
should  he  compbun  that  Rhode  Island  chose  still  to  live 
Under  that  charter,  nor  inquire  why  so  poor  a  remnant  of 
the  once  powerful  tribe  of  Nairagansett  has  escaped  from 
fbrmer  wars,  and  the  no  less  destructive  vices  of  civilized 
Ufo,  cfier^ng  on  an  faiferior  and  degraded  caste. 

The  wipnal  ebartera  of  the  Sing  of  England  granted  to 
the  colonies  all  the  lands  included  within  certain  ptnnts  on 
the  Ahuitic  coast,  extended  by  lines  due  west  to  the  Pad- 
fic.  Nor  in  this  particular  was  the  charter  of  Georgia  less 
extensive  than  the  rest. 

It  originally  granted  to  her  the  seacoast  from  the  mouth 
of  Savannah  to  the  mouth  of  the  Altwnaha  river;  thence, 
op  tboae  streams,  to  their  headmnst  branches,  respectively; 
and  thence,  duo  west,  to  the'Pactfic  Ocean.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  of  1757,  wliidi  war  waa  terminated  by  the  ti-ca- 
ty  of  Paris  in  1763,  Great  Britain  acquired  the  Canadas 
and  the  Floridas.  In  settling  the  boundaries  of  the  Flo- 
ridas  in  1763,  the  British  King  extended  them  to  the 
mouth  of  St.  Mary's  river;  thence,  up  that  river,  to  its 
source;  thence,  by  a  direct  line|  to  the  junction  of  Chata- 
hoochie  and  Flint  rivei^  and  up  the  dnatabood^e  to  the 
thirt^-fint  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  due  west  to  the 
liisaiMppi.  In  tiie  taUmnng  year,  by  royd  commission 
Id  Governor  Wright,  tiie  ■outhern  boundary  of  Georgia 
was  extended,  so  as  to  correspond  with  the  northern 
boundaries  of  Florida,  as  definul  by  the  proclamation  of 
1763 — the  IdTississippi  being  made  the  western  boundar}' 
of  the  British  colonies,  in  conformity  to  the  supulations  of 
the  treaty  of  Paria.  But,  so  &r  as  he  bad  been  able  to 
infbnn  lumsel^  the  prindple  ofsovereign^  over  the  wliole 
countiy  was  dtstincUy  to  be  traocd  in  the  commlsnona  to 
the  ctrionial  Govemon.  Hanng  thus  sitown  that  Great 
Britain  claimed  sovereignty  orer  all  the  country  within 
her  colonies,  he  would  inquire  how  this  matter  stood  at 
the  commencement  of  the  revolution,  and  how  &r  the 
power*  of  the  Stipes  have  been  drcuoucribed,  either  by 
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the  terras  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  or  the  consti- 
tutton  which  now  binds  them  together.  The  declaration 
of  independence,  the  magna  charts  of  American  Kberty, 
was  adopted  on  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  and  its  recog- 
nition by  Great  Britain,  in  1783,  has  relation  to  that 
period.  , 

Then,  by  the  acknowledgment  of  our  independence,  and 
the  time  to  which  that  acknowledgment  related,  we  arrive 
at  the  conclusion,  that,  so  soon  as  it  was  declared  bf 
Congren,  every  right  and  power  previously  possessed  by 
Great  Britain  over  the  colonies  devolved  immetEately  upon 
the  respective  States,  not  upon  the  States  as  confederated, 
because  the  articles  of  confederation  were  not  adopted 
until  some  years  afterwards.  He  would  nottake  the  trou- 
ble to  state  the  time  of  thdr  adoption,  as  it  was  only  ne- 
'  cessary  for  his  argument  to  Aow  that  they  did  lyrt  exist 
until  after  the  declaration  of  independence.  He  thowht 
he  had  now  deat4y  shown  that,  on  tiie  4tii  of  July;  1776, 
the  respective  States  entered  into  the  possesion  and  en- 
joyment of  iJI  the  rights  which  Great  Britun  had  previous- 
ly exercised  within  them  as  colonies,  and  that  those  ririits 
included  every  inch  of  soil,  and  all  the  sovereignty  which 
any  State  can  exercise.  Nor  sliould  he  deem  it  important 
to  present  this  view  of  the  subject,  if  it  had  not  been  swd 
that  the  treaty  of 1783  passed  the  sovereignty  previously 
possessed  by  (%reat  Britain  over  the  colonies  to  the  confe> 
deration,  and  not  to  the  respective  States.  In  addition  to 
the  argumenthe  had  presented  to  show  that  the  sovereign- 
ty of  the  States  parsed  to  th^m  respectively,  it  might  he 
sufficient  to  add,  that  questions  of  boundary  between  them 
(nnd  such  have  arisen  in  numerous  instances)  have  been 
uniforndy  settled  by  reference  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
their  respective  charters.  But  fiirther  Gg^t  mi^ht  be 
shed  upon  this  subject  by  consulting  the  various  instruc- 
ttoRK  which  were  issued  to  the  American  commissioners, 
under  which  the  treaty  of  1783  was  negotiated,  as  well  as 
the  instructions  given  at  different  periods  for  negotiating 
With  Spain  on  the  subject  of  boundaries.  In  the  various 
instructions  thus  given  to  the  commissioners  in  1779  and 
*80,  and  reitemted  in  1781,  it  will  be  found  tiiat  the  con- 
federation pKK^cded  on  the  principle  of  regulating  the 
boundaries  on  the  ba^  of  the  various  colon'al  charters,  in 
which  the  southern  boundaiy  contended  ibr  is  the  iden- 
tical one  set  forth  in  the  commission  to  Governor  Wright, 
in  1764.  And  here  it  might  not  be  improper  to  add,  that 
the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  in  1783, 
pursues  the  instructions  on  the  question  ofboundaries 
without  variation.  Nor  do  the  instructions  to  treat  with 
Spain,  in  1780,  depart  from  the  same  principle. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  in  1793, 
the  same  rule  waa  adopted  by  Hr.  Jefferson  in  relation  to 
the  southern  boundary,  which  resulted  in  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty  of  San  Lorenzo  el  Real  on  tiiat  subject.  Nor 
might  it  be  improper  for  him  to  add,  that  the  same  princi- 
ple enters  into  the  discussion  of  the  yet  unsettled  question 
of  our  eastern  boundary. 

But  he  was  aware  ttwt  a  pretence  waa  set  up  durii^  the 
rerolutioa,  that  the  nnaetued  land  within  the  respective 
States  was  acquired  as  the  common  property  ofthe  confe- 
deration, and  that  various  attempts  were  made  to  induce 
Congress  to  act  on  that  principle.  He  believed  that  ho 
had  suERciently  shown  that  directly  the  contrary  waa  the 
fiict,  and  that  the  Slates  respectively  acquired  it  before 
the  artldes  of  coifcderation  were  brought  into  existence. 
He  well  knew  that  the  States  were  earnestly  called  on  for 
ces«ons  of  land,  but  he  was  not  aware  that  any  of  value 
had  ever  been  n-.ade,  except  by  Virginia,  Vorth  Carolina, 
and  Georgia. 

But,  after  much  discusaton  as  to  the  right  of  the  con- 
federation, a  clause  was  iwerted  in  the  mnth  article,  on 
the  15th  of  November.  1777,  providing  that  "no  Suto 
shall  be  deprived  ofterritoiy  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
States."  But  the  subject  is  further  illustrated  bv  the  rcio. 
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lution  of  the  16ih  of  September,  1776,  for  providiag- 
bounty  lands  for  the  soldiers  who  mi^t  eiilist  in  the  con- 
tinental army.  That  resolution  says:  *■  Such  lands  to  be 
provided  by  the  United  States,  and  whatever  expense 
^lall  be  necessary  to  procure  such  lands,  the  said  expense 
sliaU  be  pud  and  borne  by  tbe  State*,  in  tiie  sune  pro- 
portion as  tbe  other  ezpeiMca  of  the  war."  Now,  if  these 
waste  lands  had  been  considered  the  property  of  the  con- 
federation, a  direct  appropriation  oi  them  would  have 
been  m^e,  particuUrly  as  the  object  of  bestowing'  them 
in  bounty  would  have  derived  conmderable  support  from 
a  desinble  dentation  of  them.  But,  for  the  purpose  of 
further  enforcing  his  view  of  the  subject,  he  would  refer 
the  House  to  an  act  passed  by  the  Le^slature  of  Georgia 
on  the  lat  day  of  February,  1788,  propoaing  a  cesnon  of 
a  large  portion  of  her  western  landsi  a  cesuon  which  he 
exceedingly  rejoiced  had  not  been  accepted  by  the  Fedc 
ral  Government,  as,  by  it  the  western  limit  of  the  State 
would' have  been  drawn  within  the  northernmost  point  of 
Uie  thirty-third  degree  of  north  latitude.  But  he  would 
refer  mure  particularly  to  the  conditkms  proposed  by 
Geoi|^  and  the  reasons  of  their  rejection  by  the  con- 
Aiderated  Government  of  the  Union.  Tbe  propotttion  of 
Georgia,  after  describing  the  country  offered  for  cession, 
states  the  following  conditions:  1st.  "That  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled  sliidl  guaranty  to  the  citizens 
of  the  said  territory  a  republican  form  of  Government, 
subject  only  to  audi  change  as  shall  take  place  in  the 
federal  constitution  of  tlie  United  States.  Sdly.  That  the 
navigfttiou  of  all  ibe  rivers  included  in  the  said  cession 
ihall  be  equally  free  to  all  the  dtizeos  of  tbe  United 
Stalex)  nor  shall  any  tonnage  on  Tcssels^  nor  any  duties 
whatever,  be  laid  on  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise 
that  may  pass  up  and  down  tbe  said  waters,  unless  for  the 
mere  benefit  of  the  United  States.  3d]y.  That  the  sum 
of  $171, 428  45-90,  which  has  been  expended  in  quieting 
the  minds  of  the  Indian^  and  resisting  their  hostilities, 
iball  be  aUowed  as  a  charge  against  the  United  States, 
and  be  tulmitted  in  payment  of  the  specie  requiwtion  of 
that  State's  quotas  tliat  have  been  or  may  be  required  by 
the  United  States.  4thly.  That,  in  all  cises  where  the 
State  may  require  defence,  the  expenses  arising  thereon 
shall  be  allowed  as  a  charge  i^inst  tlie  United  States 
agreeably  to  the  articles  of  confederation.  And,  5thly. 
That  Congress  shall  guaranty  and  secure  all  the  re- 
maining teiritorlal  righu  of  the  State,  as  punted  out  and 
expressed  by  tbe  delinitiTe  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
Uiuted  St:.tes  and  Great  Britain,  the  convention  between 
tlie  said  State  and  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  entered 
into  tbe  38ti)  day  of  April,  1787,  and  the  clause  of  an  act 
of  the  said  State  of  Georgia,  describing  the  boundaries 
thereof,  passed  tlie  17lh  of  Febninry,  1783." 

But  what  was  the  answer  of  the  committee  to  these 
propositions — an  answer  in  which  Congress  acquiesced' 
Not  tliat  die  territory  in  question  belongs  already  to  us; 
not  tliat  all  the  vacant  land  in  any  of  the  States  waa  ac- 
quired by  the  comoMUi  blood  and  treasure,  and  is  there- 
fore the  common  property  of  the  Union;  but,  "The  com- 
mittee, having  fully  considered  tbe  subject  referred  to 
them,  are  of  opinion  tlfat  the  cession  offered  by  the  State 
of  Georgia  cannot  be  accepted  on  the  terms  proposed. 
Ist  Because  it  appears  highly  probable  that,  on  running 
tlic  boundary  Uuc  between  that  State  and  the  adjoining 
Slate  or  States,  a  cLum  to  a  brge  tract  of  country,  ex- 
tending to  the  Mlssisnppi,  and  lying  between  the  tract 

rroposed  lo  be  ceded  and  that  lately  ceded  by  South  Caro* 
iia,  wiUbereUined  by  the  said  State  of  Gcorgu.;and,  th^r^- 
fore,  tlie  land  which  ihe  Slate  now  offers  to  cede  must 
be  too  &r  removed  from  any  other  lands  hitherto  ceded 


recited{  and  it  is  improper,  in  this  case,  to  allow  a  charge 
against  the  specie  requiwtions  of  Congress  which  nny 
hereaAer  be  made,  especially  as  said  State  stands  charged 
to  the  United  States  for  very  connderabte  Euma  of  money 
loaned.  And,  3d.  Because  the  fifth  proviso  or  eondition 
before  recited  contains  a  q>edal  guarmnQr  of  twritorisl 
rights,  and  such  a  guarantj^  as  has  not  been  nude  Con- 
gress to  any  State,  and  which,  e<niadering  the  spirit  and 
meiining  of  the  confederation,  must  be  unneceasary-OT  im- 
proper. But  the  comaiittee  are  of  opiiuon  that  tbe  first, 
second,  and  fourth  provisoes  before  recited,  and  also  the 
third,  with  some  variatioai^  may  he  adnuttedi  and  tha^ 
should  the  said  State  extend  the  bounds  of  her  cesnoo^ 
and  vary  tbe  terms  thereof  asberuoafter  mentioned,  Con- 
grcaa  may  accept  the  same;  whereupon,  they  submit  the 
following  resc^utionc: 

"That  tbecesaionof  claims  to  western  territoiy,  c^ered 
by  tlie  State  of  Georgia,  cannot  be  accepted  <ni  the  terms 
contained  in  her  act  passed  the  1st  of  Felmiary  laat. 

That,  in  ease  the  said  State  sliall  authorize  her  dcle^ 
gates  in  Conness  to  snke  a  cesuon  of  all  her  territMial 
claims  to  lanSs  west  of  tbe  river  Appslachicolv  or  west 
of  a  meridian  line  tunning  through  or  near  th«  pout 
where  that  river  iatenects  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north 
latitude,  and  shall  omit  tbe  last  proviso  in  her  said  act, 
and  shall  so  lar  vary  the  proviso  respectii^  the  sum  of 
$171,438  45-90,  expended  in  quieting  and  resisting  tbe 
Indians,  as  (hat  tiie  said  State  shall  have  credit  in  die 
specie  requimtions  of  Congress  to  the  amount  of  her  spe- 
cie quota  on  the  past  requisitions,  and  for  the  rcttdue 
in  her  account  with  the  Ui^ted  States  fat  mon^  lOKOtA, 
Congress  will  accept  the  cesnon." 

It  appeared  strange  to  his  mind,  that  any  one  could 
doubt,  after  an  examination  of  this  report  die  abaohite 
right  of  the  States  to  all  the  unlocated  territories  within 
tluiir  limits.  It  might  be  saked  why  it  was  unnecessary 
or  improper  to  require  of  Congress  a  guaranty  of  the  re- 
maining territory.  To  this  it  was  a  suffident  answer  t» 
say,  tlut  tbe  committee  must  have  based  the  refusal  on 
the  clause  of  the  ninth  article  of  confederation,  which  be 
bad  already  quoted,  namely,  "that  no  State  i^aU  be  de- 
prived of  territory  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States." 
Nor  is  it  unimportant  to  state  tiut  the  identical  land  now 
occupied  by  the  Cherokees  within  the  limits  of  GeoT|;ia, 
is  a  portion  of  the  territory  which  the  committee  of  Con- 
gress stated  would  be  retained  by  that  State,  if  the  tems 
of  cesMun  proposed  by  her  should  he  adopted. 

But  the  doctrine  contended  fbr  is  further  sustiined  by 
tiie  fact,  that  the  cession  previously  made  by  Virgima  it 
her  northwestern  territory  was  coupled  with  a,  reaem- 
tion  of  the  land  between  the  Sciolo  and  Miami,  tea  satis> 
fying  bounty  warrants  issued,  ai>d  to  be  issued,  to  tbe 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  State  line  in  the  revolutioDary 
army.  Nor  waa  the  ces«on  afterwards  made  by  Nartti 
CaruUna,  now  constituting  the  Slate  of  Tenneuec,  un- 
coupled with  conditions  of  a  s'umlar  character.  And  tise 
State  of  C<mnect)cut,  relyii^  on  her  terrhorial  ri|^tB^  •» 
secured  by  charter,  derived,atR  much  later  period,  «caa- 
sidenble  sum  from  her  reserve  west  of  die  Ohio.  UavinCf 
brought  these  facU  and  arguments  to  the  ctmaideratiaB 
of  the  House,  he  hoped  we  should  not  again  hear  of  th* 
right  of  tbe  United  States  to  the  unlocated  land  in  die 
respective  States,  as  a  conunoo  fund  fiir  paying  the  debts 
and  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Union,  on  tbe  ground 
that  they  were  acquired  in  the  rcvohitionaiy  war  ss  the 
common  property  of  ^  confedetatioit.  He  knew  vei^ 
welt  that  &laryland,  Nev  Jcrs^,  and  Rhode  Island  «-eie 
tiie  most  strenuous  advocates  of  tbe  right  of  the  Union  to 
land  thus  situated;  but,  notwithstanding  they  exerted 


to  the  Union,  to  be  of  any  immediate  advantage  to  it.  [themselves  to  procure tl^  incorporation  or' such  «  pruM»- 
2d.  Because  there  appears  to  be  due  from  tbe  State  of  _ple  into  tlie  articles  of  confederaticn  as  a  prerequisite  to 
Georgia,  on  specie  requiutions,  but  a  small  part  of  tbe  'their  ratfication  of  them,  they  finally  mtifaed  without  it. 
sum  nientoned  in  the  third  proviso  or  condition  bcfbre  But  it  tnight  be  proper  for  htm  to  stot^  that  the  IvobAtrr 
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SWes,  in  the  uistructjona' which  they  gave  to  their  dele- 
ptes  in  Confess,  distinctly  ^sclaimed  for  the  Union  any 
jurisdiction  m-ei'sucb  landt.  Well,  then,  tnig:ht  it  excite 
pwpriw,  that,  at  thia  late  day,  they  ■houkl  be  anuny  the 
foremost  to  insist  on  such  jvuisdictku. 

He  thougfht  lie  had  now  fully  answered  the  objection, 
that  the  waste  lands  were  acquired  as  the  common  fund 
of  the  Union,  and  that  the  declaration  or  recognition  of 
American  independence  regarded  these  States  solely  in 
their  cOBfederatire,  and  not  in  thnr  individual  character. 

But,  in  further  illustration  of  the  doctrine  which  he 
Bsintained,  he  might  hare  adverted  to  the  JiiriscUction 
exercised  by  nearly  all  tite  cohndes  over  the  Indian  tr^es 
within  thur  respective  limits. 

He  rai^t  have  spoken  of  laws  enacted  by  one,  giving 
a  premium  far  Inthan  scalps,  and  for  the  rearing  of  dogs 
to  hunt  them  down,  wbtca  be  believed  the  honorable  gen- 
Ueman  from  Mauachusetts  could  oot  deny  had  been  done 
by  his  own  State  within  the  period  of  her  coloniid  euat- 
cDce.  He  mig^t  hare  spoken  of  thair  being  tnwsported 
by  another  colony  beyond  seas,  and  told  for  slaves. 
How  another  had  restrained  thrir  liberty,  by  forbidding 
their  gwnip  from  home  after  .a  certain  hour  at  night,  with- 
oat  a  pass  qT'  permit  from  a  white  man,  under  the  penalty 
of  corporal  punishment.  Of  tlie  act  passed  by  Pennsyl- 
vania m  1743,  adding  for  criminal  jurisdiction  all  the  wild 
country  of  that  colony  to  the  county  of  Pluladelphia; 
and  how  that  act,  as  lie  had  recently  understood,  on  the 
hif^uat  authority,  had  been  enforced  upcm  an  lodian  the 
fiuiowinr  year,  for  manslaughter  comnutted  In  a  remote 
comer  m  the  country  thus  annexed  to  that  couofy.  He 
mwht  have  adverted  to  tfie  juristUction  exercisetl  within 
a  few  years  past  upon  an  Indian  within  the  limits  of  New 
York;  but  if  the  fiicts  and  principles  presented  by  him 
be  correct,  and  he  did  not  doubt  it,  it  could  not  be  neces- 
auy  to  go  into  such  particulars.  Ue  should  not  refer  to 
theim  in  this  cursory  manner  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
into  their  propriety  or  impn^rie^.  He  woald  leave  that 
to  be  settled  by  the  cODseiences  of  those  who  had  pre- 
sumed to  question  the  conduct  of  Georgia  for  the  execu- 
tion of  a  Cherokee  Indian  for  tbe  murder  of  another  Che- 
rokee Indian.  He  would  not  be  understood  as  referring 
to  them  for  tbe  purpose  of  examining  the  comparative 
cruelty  of  Geoi|ru  and  other  States,  ai^  unong  the  wise 
«id  Kood,  he  had  too  moch  confidence  m  the  belief , that 
blood  will  not  be  eonndered  as  sticking  to  her  skirta  for 
the  execution  of  a  murderer. 

But,  since  it  has  suited  the  eonvemence  of  polittcians  of 
a  certain  order  to  rail  against  Georgia,  we  have  been  stun- 
ned by  the  cry  of  violations  of  the  treaty-making  power. 
It  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  inqiure  what  is  that  power, 
and  wherein  lias  it  been  viokted?  And,  before  proceed- 
ing  further  with  th^  subject  it  is  necessary  to  state  Uuit 
this  power  was  neai^  tte  same  un^  the  confederation 
that  It  is  under  tiie  constitution  rince  adopted^  and  to  as- 
certain its  extent  and  meaning  in  relation  to  Indians,  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  inquire  in  what  naaner  it  was  exer- 
cised, if  exercised  at  all,  in  our  intercourse  with  them. 
Dut  it  would  be  quite  as  convenient  to  state  the  treaty- 
nnkii^  power,  and  tbe  power  regulating  our  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  under  the  articles  of  confederation. 
In  the  ninth  article,  among  variouj  other  powers,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  **the  United  States  in  Congressaasembleddiall 
have  the  sole  and  exclusive  power  of  entering  into  treaties 
and  alliances."  l*hjs  is  coupled  witha  proviso  protecting 
the  commercial  power  of  the  States  as  it  then  existed.  It 
is  further  provided  in  the  same  article,  that  "  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled  shall  have  tlie  sole  and  exclu- 
sive right  and  power  of  regulating  the  trade  and  managing 
sdl  theafliursof  the  Indian  tribes,  not  members  of any  of  the 
Statest  provided  the  le|;ialatire  right  of  any  State  witliia 
Ha  own  unuts  be  not  iitfnmred  or  violated."  Let  ui,  then. 


iiwed< 

consider,  first,  what  ire  the  legialative  rights  of  a  Slate. 


I'hey  consist  in  the  power  of  making  and  enfonnng  laws 
over  all  and  evei^  description  of  persons  within  her  Lmits. 
If  this  be  true*  and  how  it  can  be  deiued  he  could  not  un- 
dentand,  it  neceasarily  follows  that  every  Indian  tribe  re- 
sident witlun  a  State  is  a  member  of  the  State,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  first  clause  conferring  the  power  relative 
to  IndiMi%  and  m  tins  sense  he  believed  it  bad  been  acted 
on  in  a  great  majority  of  the  old  tliirtcen  States,  and  should 
have  been  so  acted  on  in  all. 

Bo  much,  then,  for  the  present,  as  respects  the  power 
of  the  confederation  to  "  regulate  trade  and  allafTairs  with 
tlie  Indians."  But  to  return  to  the  treats-making  power, 
and  its  reference  to  In^ani^  as  we  find  it  interpreted  by 
the  acts  of  the  conffedetation.  We  find  in  the  journal  at 
their  proceedings  various  compacts  or  agreements  with 
Indians,  which  are  not  now,  and  never  have  been,  treaties. 
He  nu^t  be  asked  why  he  made  the  assertion.  To  which 
he  would  answer,  that  while  all  tlie  treaties  with  forei^ 
nations,  even  that  concluded  with  the  kingdom  or  empire 
of  Monecok  were  sdemnly  ratified  according  to  tlie  pro- 
vi^ons  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  no  such  solemnity 
was  ever  conferred  upon  a  compact  or  agreement  made 
witii  an  Indian  tribe,  during  that  whole  period.  In  what 
light,  then,  must  we  view  these  compacts « and  under  what 
specific  power  must  Congress  hare  considered  them  to 
have  been  made^  ^wKiVft  under  the  power  to  regulate 
trade  and  manage  the  afluurs  with  tlie  Indian  tribes.  But 
if  a  correct  definition  of  the  l^tshitive  rights  of  States  bad 
been  lud  down  by  him,  it  follows,  ineontestibly,  that  the 
treaty  of  Hopewell,  so  called,  upon  wMch  die  chai^^ 
have  been  rung  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other, 
violated  the  legisUtive  rights  of  the  States  of  North  and 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  Congress,  too,  seems  to  have 
been  sensible  of  tbist  for,  in  the  proclamation  issued  by 
them  in  the  year  1788,  for  enforcing  it,  they  close  with 
the  proviso,  **that  nothing  contained  in  this  proclamation 
shall  be  considered  as  affecting  the  territorial  claims  of 
North  Carolina.'*  Nor  can  it  be  asserted  that  Georgia 
stood  quietly  by  while  these  things  were  transacting.  So 
early  as  the  llth  of  February,  1786,  the  House  of  Hcpre* 
sentatives,  having  taken  into  consideration  die  "  pretended 
treaty,"  as  they  called  it,  and  called  it  justly,  entered  into 
at  HopeweU  with  tbe  Cherokeea  in  1785,  and  Uie  attempt 
to  enter  into  atreaty  at  Galphmton  with  the  Creeks  about 
the  same  period,  determined  that,  in  doing  sc^  the  "oom- 
nusnoners  did  attempt  to  exercise  powers  tliat  are  not  de- 
Iqpted  by  the  respective  States  to  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled."  Afler  setting  forth  the  rit^bts  and 
privUeges  of  the  States,  they  resolve  "tiiat  all  and  every 
act  and  thing  done,  or  intended  to  be  done,  within  tbe 
limits  of  tills  State,  by  the  said  commia«oner%  inconsistent 
with  the  beforementioned  ri^ts  and  privileges,  shall  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  declared  null  and  void." 

But,  before  proceeding  further,  it  would  be  proper  for 
bim  to  state  that  the  course  which  Congress  pursued  rela- 
tive ti>  the  agreements  or  contracts  called  Indian  treaties, 
shows  most  manifestly  that  they  considered  such  contracts 
as  falling  witiiin  the  power  to  regulate  trade  and  affairs 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  not  wiUiin  the  treaty-makiag 
power.  And  if  hb  definition  of  tbe  legislative  power  of  a 
State  was  correct,  and  he  did  not  feat-  contradiction.  Con- 
gress had,  by  the  terms  of  such  contracts  with  tribes  living 
withuiany  of  the  States,  vitdated  those  "leffiiOative  rights^ 
they  intended  to  be  secured  and  defended  by  the  articles 
of  confederation.  But  his  opinions  might  derive  adtfitional 
confirmation  by  referring  to  the  second  article,  wliich  pro- 
vides, "each  State  retains  its  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  in- 
dependence, and  every  power,  jurisdiction,  and  right, 
which  is  not  by  this  confederation  expressly  delegated  to 
the  United  Sti^'in  Congressassembled." 

He  had  shown  that  Congress  never  considered  itself  au- 
tiiorized  to  make  treaties  with  Indians  remdin|p  within  the 
limtU  pf  a  State,  for  they  never  treated  their  contracts 
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vith  them  u  nich.  He  thought  it  wu  equilly  clear  that 
they  had  no  power  whatsoever  over  them,  in  that  or  any 
other  way,  uiasmuch  a>  such  power  not  only  was  not  ex- 
pressly delegated,  but  wu  exprusly  reserved  by  the  clause 
ID  the  ninth  article,  irtiich  provides  that  the  power  to  ref- 
late trade  and  manage  affairs  with  the  Indian  tribes  shall 
not  extend  to  such  sa  are  members  of  a  State;  but  further, 
and  ".that  the  legislative  ri^t  of  a  State  within  its  own 
limiti  be  not  infringed  or  violated."  Surely  it  could  not 
be  necessary  for  him  to  recapitulate  his  arguments,  to  show 
that  the  chuteni  defined  the  Kmits  of  the  respective  States, 
and  that  Uieir  le^iislattre  tights  extended  over  all  persons 
within  those  limits.  But  he  wu  aware  diat  it  might  be 
objected,  that,  by  the  proviritms  of  the  federal  constitu- 
tion, the  powers  of  this  Government  had  been  enlu^d. 
He  was  very  much  mistaken  if  he  could  not  show  by  the 
most  leeitimate  arguments,  that,  with  respect  to  Indiana, 
they  had  not  been  thus  enlarged,  llie  provisions  of  the 
coDstitntion  resorted  to  by  the  adversaries  of  Georgia,  who 
are  alike  the  opponents  of  the  present  administration  of 
die  Federal  Goremment,  are  uie  trea^-making  power 
and  the  commereta]  power.  At  least,  he  wu  not  aware 
that  such  rights  were  churned  for  the  In^ans,  except  un- 
der the  operation  of  these  two  powers.  Perhaps  he  might 
say  they  are  clwmed  singly  and  alone  under  the  treaty- 
making  power.  But  let  us  see  what  are  these  provisions 
of  the  constitution.  In  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  arti- 
cle, power  is  conferred  on  Coi^ress  '*to  reguhite  com- 
merce with  foreign  natinu  and  amrag  the  Kveral  States, 
and  wiA  the  Indian  tribes."  And  in  the  second  section 
of  the  second  article,  which  deques  the  power  of  the  Pre- 
sident, it  is  pnmded,  tiiat  *<he  shall  have  power,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  <^  the  Senate,  to  make  trea- 
ties, provided  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  concur." 
In  the  second  section  of  the  first  article,  it  is  provided,  in 
the  clause  relating  to  the  ratio  of  representation,  that  it 
shall  include  <*the  whole  nnmber  of  free  persons,  includ- 
ing those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  exclud- 
ing In^ans  not  taxed,"  &&— «p;dying  the  treaty-making 

Eower  to  Iii^n  tribes  within  a  State  in  the  lif^t  in  which 
e  had  conudercd  them;  and  it  was  utterly  impossible  to 
couBider  them  as  fidling  witUn  its  operation;  for  in  this 
particular  he  consdered  the  tenth  article  of  the  amend- 
ments equally  u  broad  u  the  second  article  of  confede- 
ration whidt  he  had  quoted.  He  knew  an  ebd>orate  arga* 
ment  had  been  made  to  show  that  the  absence  of  the  word 
**  expreialy"  from  that  amendment  went  to  enlarge  the 

E wen  of  the  Federal  Government.  But  he  Ad  not  be* 
ve  any  man,  not  desirous  to  gain  power  bjr  every  practi- 
cable contrivance,  would  rely  upon  such  an  interpretation. 
By  a  fair  rule  of  construction,  that  term  in  the  second  arti- 
cle of  confederation  was  as  appUc^le  to  the  second  as  the 
first  member  of  the  sentence  i  and  its  absence  from  the 
amendment  appfia  equally  to  the  leeond  u  to  the  first 
member  of  that  amendment  If  be  should  be  asked  by 
what  rule  of  construction  he  arrived  at  this  concluwon,  be 
would  answer,  if  the  amendment  contained  the  word  ex- 
pressly in  the  first  member  of  it,  it  would  be  understood  as 
belonging  equally  to  the  second.  Thus,  "thepowersnot 
(expressly)  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  consti- 
tution, nor  (expressly)  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,"  &c. 
Thus,  if  the  absence  of  the  term  enkrees  the  first  member 
ofthe  amendment,  it  operates  an  eqitiijenltfg«DMnt  oftlie 
second;  and  thia  shows,  that,  to  nr  m  die  amendment  is 
concerned,  it  places  the  constitution  precisely  on  the  foot- 
ing ofthe  second  article  of  confederation  u  to  the  power 
conferred  on  the  Government  by  either.  If  be  had  ^own 
(and  he  thouglit  he  had  done  so)  that  die  treaty-making 
power  did  not  apply  to  Indians  within  a  State,  either  un- 
der the  confederation  or  the  present  constitutirai,  neither 
can  the  power  contended  for  be  diarived  flrom  tiio  clause 
of  the  eonstitution  which  confers  the  commcrdal  power. 
The  wne  clanse  which  rebtc*  to  the  regulation  ^  oaof 


merce  with  foreien  nations,  also  prescribes  by  whom  U 
dudl  be  regulated  among  the  States,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes.  In  the  view  wluch  he  had  presented,  k  would  be 
obriouN  dut  a  piOTHion  reepeeting  Induu  would  not  have 
been  necessary,  and  be  baa  no  doubt  would  not  have  been 
adopted,  if  there  had  not  been  such  tribes  residing  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  States.  But  whether  his  opinion  be  cor- 
rect  or  not,  the  advocates  of  Indian  rights  cannot  dielter 
themselves  under  this  power,  without  subverting  the  rights 
ofthe  States,  and  converting  this  confederation  into  a  con- 
sc^ated  Government.  For  if  the  terms  of  tbe  gnmt  give 
to  the  Federal  Government  ezclunve  jurisdiction  over  Um 
Indiana,  they  ^re  jurisdiction  equally  exclusive  over  the 
States;  for  they  are  precisely  of  the  same  bopOTt  in  rela- 
tion to  each.  But  it  may  not  be  improper  to  refer  to  die 
operation  of  the  power,  not  onl^  the  power  but  the  right 
of  the  States,  in  making  up  their  representative  numbm, 
to  include  Indians  who  are  taxed;  for  the  excluaon  of  In- 
dians not  taxed  is  adearinclunmofdMse  who  are  taxed. 
He  did  net  knoW  that  any  Indians^  in  any  one  4^ theBtate% 
had  been  taxed  previoua  to  the  fbnnation  of  the  eonstita- 
tion^  or  even  since;  but  it  ctHmys  an  undoubted  right  so 
to  tax  them.  If  this  high  soveragn  power  of  taxation  may 
be  exercised  over  them,  in  what  particular,  then,  canth^ 
be  exempted  firom  any  and  every  act  of  sovereign^  whitn 
a  State  may  rightfully  exercise  over  her  white  inh^itanta? 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  lud  great  stress 
on  the  obligation  of  treaties  with  the  Indians.  He  did  not 
intend  to  ny  thirt  they  were  wthout  obligation  in  snne 
form  upon  tbil  Government.  Whathe  roeanttony,  wi% 
that  no  treaty  with  die  IncUani^  or  others,  can  convey  away 
the  soil,  or  trammel  the  eomtitulional  aovere^ty  » 
State,  both  which  consequences  would  follow  that  gentle- 
man's interpretation  of  them. 

Geor^a  had  not  acquiesced  in  what  sIk  considered  the 
UBurpattona  of  the  Federal  Government,  at  growing  out  of 
its  contracts  with  Indian  tribes.  He  had  already  naverted 
to  tlie  protest,  in  178r>  against  the  treaties  of  Hopewell 
and  Galphinton,  and  would  now  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  umilar,  but  more  elaborate  and  detailed  pro- 
test, adopted  on  tbe  9di  of  February,  1797,  agwnst  the 
treaties  before  mentioned,  and  all  others  nnce  made  with 
the  different  tribes,  including  tiie  treaty  of  Colerun,  con- 
cluded with  the  Creek  Indians  in  the  atimmer  of  1796. 

Although  this  remonstrance  ioA  not  ]x>eveiit  the  ntifi: 
cation  of  the  trea^  cX  C<rfendn,  it  led  to  the  adoption  of 
a  proviso,  to  which  he  would  refer.  It  provides  that  the 
treaty  should  not  "affect  any  dwm  of  the  State  of  Geor^ 
gia  to  die  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  land  therein  set 
aptirt  for  military  or  trading  posts,  or  to  give  to  the  United 
State^  without  die  consent  of  the  said  State,  any  right  to 
the  soil,  or  to  the  exclusive  legislation  over  tbe  same,  or 
any  other  right  dian  that  of  establislung  tradir^  posts  with- 
in the  Indian  territory  mentioned  in  those  aftidea,  as  lei^ 
u  the  IHmtiw  of  Georgia  may  require  thoae  celabfnb- 
mcnts."  From  that  period  until  the  compact  of  1803, 
there  seems  to  have  been  no  other  exercise  of  power  by 
tlie  United  States  with  the  Indians  in  Georgia,  nor  protest 
on  her  part  against  it.  By  that  compact,  Georgia  ceded 
a  large  portion  of  her  territory,  and  tbe  U  iiited  States'ccded 
to  her  all  "clahn  to  stnl  and  jurisdiction"  within  the  Inita 
which  the  Slate  then  reserved  for  her  own  use. 

But  he  ioA  not  place  the  title  of  Georpa  on  the  terns 
of  diat  compact.  It  stood  on  higher  ground.  It  was  de- 
rived from  die  declaration  of  nutependence,  as  he  bad  al- 
ready demonstrated.  He  had  referred  to  the  compact,  to 
meet  objections  which  mi^t  arise  in  the  mind  of  any 
gentleman  who  mi^tt  not  agree  with  tnm  bi  phcii^  her 
title  on  the  ground  assumed  by  him. 

But  tlie  gendeman  from  MsMachosetta  aocueea  Geoigia 
ofvioI^Lting  the  inleroourae  lav  of  1603,  and  die  FresH 
dent  of  countcnamaiw  its  inAwtion  by  her.  Bjr  that  law, 
it  is  ^itincdy  iffonoed  that  Indian  comnmiutic^  mr* 
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roundvd  by  a  white  population,  shall  be  exdiided  from  Its 
opermtioB.  Why  wu  this  done,  if  the  States,  respective- 
ly, within  which  tii^  resided,  had  not,  and  did  not  exer- 
cise jurisdiction  orer  them  f  It  was  impossible  tu  arriTe 
at  auy  other  concIuMon.  But  it  was  of  some  importance 
to  compare  tlie  dates  of  that  law  with  the  date  of  the  com- 
pact of  1803.  The  law  was  passed  On  the  30th  of  March, 
and  the  compact  was  entered  into  on  the  34tb  of  April 
following.  If,  then,  in  anj  riew  of  subject,  Congress 
had  the  power  to  except  cert»n  Indian  commuidtieB  nwn 
the  operation  of  the  law,  was  it  not  equaHjr  &ir,  by  sur- 
renderinjr  all  dura  to  soil  and  sovereignty  within  certain 
limito  to  Geoiwia,  that  the  Indians  within  tlioselimitsshotild 
be  excluded  from  the  operation  of  the  law?  The  gentle- 
nun  has  (Ejected  to  the  compact  with  Georj^,  as  uncon- 
atitutionai.  Does  he  fbi{;et  that  new  States  may  be  ^med 
out  of  parts  of  those  alrouW  cxistii^,  proridedthey  gh'e 
thdr  consent^  And  does  lie  not  know  that  such  consent 
is  Dot  only  given  by  Georris,  but  given  in  tlie  form  of  a 
raqiutttton  on  tlie  Federal  Goremment?  Btit,  perhaps, 
the  gentleman  cons:det3  the  compact  fiur  enough  in  what- 
ever ttie  General  Government  gains  by  it,  and  only  unfair 
ai  its  proviaons  may  operate  favorably  to  Geortna.  The 

Eentleman  from  Maasachosetts  has  told  us  that  ute  Chero- 
ee  Government  was  aAipted  on  the  inggestion  Rade  to 
thdr  diie£i  1^  Jefferson,  in  1808  or 'Qi  but  does  he 
not  remember  that  no  State  can  be  formed  within  the 
limits  of  anotlier  biik  by  its  consent?  But  suppose  it  be 
conceded  that  the  Cherokee  is  a  foreign  Government  ex- 
isting within  the  limits  of  Oetn^ia,  what  consequence 
would  followf  That  the  Federal  Goremment  woidd  be 
bound  to  remove  it.  What'  is  there  to  restrain  such  a 
Goremment  to  the  republtcan  form?  And  jret  every  one 
knows  that  the  e<Htstttutton  guaranties  to  every  State  a 
republican  form  of  Government.  Tlien  can  any  other 
exist  within  tlie  limits  of  a  State?   Most  cert»nly  not.  ' 

Mr.  H.  said  it  was  entirely  unncceassry  for  him  to  go 
into  a  detail  (rf*  the  various  recommendations  of  successive 
Presdents  on  this  subject.  It  was  well  known  tliat  Hr. 
Jefferson  looked  to  the  ultimate  location  of  the  Indians 
west  of  the  Itisnasip^i.  If  he  wm  not  greatly  mistaken, 
that  entered  as  a  motive  mto  the  purchase  of  Louinana. 
He  believed  there  might  now  be  found  an  act  in  the  statute 
book,  passed  during  tte  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
looking  to  that  objeet.  The  recommendation  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, and  the  eoune  of  Mr.  Adams  on  this  subject,  must  be 
known  to  every  one.  The  act  of  the  last  sesHon,  com- 
monly called  tlie  Indian  bill,  was  but  in  oonformi^,  so  &r 
as  it  concerned  die  Cherolcee%  with  a  treaty  nude  with 
the  western  portion  of  that  tribe  by  Mr.  Adams,  in  May, 
1828.  Mr.  H.  said  he  knew  that  treaty  looked  to  the 
emigration  of  the  Clicrokees,  and  he  also  knew  that  ap- 

Eropriationa  for  that  object  tlien  had  the  support  of  the 
onurable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  liis  friends 
now  acUng  with  him,  in  opposition  to  a  polity  which  can, 
in  no  sense,  be  considered  m  any  other  light  but  extend- 
ii^  and  carrying  out  the  policy  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  chooses  to  find  fault  witli  tlie 
country  to  which  it  is  proposed  to  remove  the  Cherokee 
Indians.  Mr.  U.  s»d,  for  his  part,  he  had  received  the 
most  satisfactory  iiifurmation  on  that  subject.  His  infor- 
mation was  derived  from  one  of  tlic  most  intctVigent  red 
men  he  had  ever  seen;  a  man  belonging  to  the  Cherokees 
of  the  Wert.  But  it  could  only  be  necessary  to  refer  gen- 
tlemen to  the  proviiions  in  &vor  of  the  intruders  on  Love  - 
ly's  p^hase,  a  part  of  the  territory  ceded  by  the  treaty 
IN  1838  to  tlie  Cherokees,  to  show  tliat  it  was  any  tiling 
but  unproductive  and  undesirable.  Ifhe  recollected  the 
terms  of  the  law  on  the  subject,  it  gave  to  each  Iiend  of 
a  family  of  intruders  a  pre-emption  to  half  a  section  of 
iMid  as  an  equivalent  for  tlie  inconvenience  of  removing 
from  tlic  country  on  wliich  lie  liad  intruded.  Ilut  thc 
boRorable  gentleman  finds  linik  witli  the  Gerernor  of 
Vrii.  VU.-49 


Georgia  for  notifying  tiw  Cherokees  end  others  within  (be 
territory  claimed  by  them  within  the  limits  of  the  State, 
that  the  laws  of  Georgia  would  be  or  were  extended  over 
ttiat  territory,  on  and  af^er  the  Ist  day  of  June,  1830. 

He  would  not  enter  into  any  inquines  about  the  procia* 
nations  then  issued.  He  would  only  say  he  had  no  doubt 
they  were  issued  witli  the  beat  intentions  towards  the 
parties  ooncemed.  Nor  has  he  been  sparing  of  his  censure 
upon  the  Premlent  of  the  United  Statee  and  the  Govemor 
of  Georgia,  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  treated  in* 
tnidera  on  tlie  gold  lands  lying  Within  tiiat  State,  and  claim- 
ed by  tlie  Cherokee  Indians.  If  he  understood  the  gen* 
tleman,  he  represented  the  Prewdent  and  the  Governor  as 
alone  solicitous  to  prevent  the  Cherokees  from  digging 
gold.  If  be  was  eomct  in  this  understanding,  he  could 
tell  the  hOMotable  gcntlonan  thtf  be  was  greit^  nntaken. 
The  Instmctioni  of  the  Governor  to  tiie  agent  sent  by  b'm 
to  the  Cherokee  nation  last  summer,  and  the  manner  of 
their  execution,  go  to  show  that  it  was  intended  to  remove 
the  gold  diggers  of  every  character  and  description  what* 
soever.  More  than  thif,  so  far  as  the  citiiens  of  Georgia 
were  concern^  in  that  business,  it  was  a  well  known  fict, 
tliat  they,  in  a  formal  manner,  exprtwcd  their  readiness 
to  abandon  it,  provided  the  white  men  from  other  States^ 
and  the  Indians,  should  be  restrained  from  digging  gold. 
Tlieir  view  of  the  subject  was  a  rational  and  correct  one. 
While  they,  after  being  warned  of  the  consequence^ 
neither  de«red  to  embairass  the  Government  of  Georgia, 
nor  this  Government,  they  said  this  predous  metal  is  the 
common  property  of  Georgia.  We  are  her  citizens,  and 
why  sliotud  not  we  have  part  of  it,  while  the  citizens  of 
other  States  and  the  IikUani  are  dividing  it  among  themf 
We  know  that  ithaa  been  solemrily  decidM  bv  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  8tBle^  that  Georgia  has  a  freehold 
right  to  all  the  land  occupied  by  In^ans  within  her  limits. 
Nor  is  it  unreasonable,  whatever  possessory  right  may  h* 
held  by  another,  tiiat  the  owner  of  the  freehold  shotdd 
prevent  the  commisuon  of  waste  by  any  other  person. 

Mr.  H.  nid  he  could  not  suppose  it  necessary  to  state 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  the  principles  which  govern 
fi«ehoId  right  The  gentleman  has  seen  fit  to  amig% 
with  much  censure,  the  law  of  Gef>r|^  which  extends 
a  Cherokee  the  right  to  absolve  himself  from  an  obli^attoM 
entered  into  with  a  white  man,  while  no  such  option  is  ex- 
tended to  the  white  man.  And  is  it  posnble  that  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  will  not  understand  the  intention  oftlurt 
law?  Does  he  not  see  in  it  the  same  benevolent  purpose 
which  dictates  a  similar  principle  in  rclatifm  to  mfiuitsf 
It  is  impossible  to  give  any  other  coutruction  to  the  fai- 
tention  of  tiie  Legisbture  of  Georgia. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  has  not  permitted  the  con- 
duct of  Georgia  to  pass  without  aefere  reprehennon  for 
pasKog  an  act  at  the  laf>t  session  of  her  Legislature,  for  the 
survey  of  the  lands  occupied  by  the  Cherokees  within  her 
limits.  To  cnfbrce  his  pathetic  appeal,  be  had  read,  wHh 
much  emphans,  an  extract  from  a  letter  publiAed  in  one 
of  the  uewqMtpersof  Augusta,  in  Georgia.  Mr.  R.  re> 
gretted  that  the  honorable  gentleman  had  not  fiivored  us 
with  the  name  of  the  writer  of  that  letter.  A  knowledge 
of  that  name  might  enable  him  to  unravel  the  motive  with 
which  it  liad  been  written.  Although  he  had  an  opinioa 
who  did  write  tliat  letter,  yet  he  woidd  not  impute  motives 
to  the  supposed  author  upon  suspicion  only.  He,  to<^ 
could  rcadextracts  fromlettershavingresponsible  names— 
not  printed  and  anonymous— letters  from  men  veltknowi^ 
and  of  higlt  respectabilitr,  in  Georgia — letters  goingtoshov 
that  in  the  proposed  survey  and  occupancy  of  the  wild 
lands  in  the  Cherokee  countn-,  so  called,  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  molest  the  occupants.  Indeed,  the  very  section 
of  the  law  which  had  been  read  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man shows,  most  rouchisively,  no  other  intention.  Nor 
was  it  desgned  only  to  afford  a  feigned  protection  to  tfieiiH 
selves,  their  fiunilies,  and  such  impi-uvemciita  as.  accord- 
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^IgtotiwfeniKr  oi^luODiof  Mr.  J.  Q.  AduM,  could  {^ve 
an  Indim  title.  He  rcfened  irom  memory  to  mi  amurer- 
ni7  oration  delirered  bv  that  ventleman,  aoiiieyean  agv^ 
in  eanuBemoratioQ  of  the  lanmnr  of  the  pil|frima  at  Fly- 
mouth.  Then  is  there  one  rule  tor  estimating  Indian  tiUe 
when  it  conflict*  with  the  interest  of  the  pilgnns  or  their 
desccndantSf  and  another  rule  for  Georgia  f  But,  he  said, 
be  well  knew  at  least  one  prwninent  motiTc  wliich  go* 
Tenied  some  of  dw  BBHibcn  of  Uie  Le^akture  of  GeoKia, 
who  made  moat  stranuoua  exertiotu  far  the  immediate 
•urr^  and  ooeupanCT  i^the  wild  landa  in  the  Cherokee 
country.  He  knew  this,  because  tbejr  were  of  the  number 
of  his  particular  friends. 

Indeed,  it  is  a  motiTe  which  would  Aen  bare  f^>eiated, 
and  would  now  operate,  oa  his  own  mind,  if  he  was  a 
member  of  that  Legislature.  It  was  that  the  kwa  of 
OetH^a  might  opttate  on  the  Cherokee  lodiaasf  not  with 
a  desre  to  coerce  tiidr  icmoral,  but  as  they  were  under 
the  tigfatful  jurisdiction  of  the  State,  that  jurisdiction 
be  exercised  orer  them.  The  honorable  gendeman 
wakM,  if  a  citizen  from  another  State  ihm^  go  to  st^oum 
at  Savannah,  would  a  law  of  Geoi^  be  tolerated,  which 
required  of  him  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  her  >  And 
jet,  the  gcntlcmaa  sayi^  it  is  equanj  unjust  to  reqiure' 
sucb  an  oath  of  a  eitixen  who  may  mda  aaoig  the  Ch^ 
Tokee  Indians.  Cannot  flie  genOeman  aee  a  matked  dif- 
ference m  the  two  cases?  Savannah  bciac  a  communis 
acknowledgii^  the  Government  of  Georgus  such  a  law 
would  be  unreasonable  in  relation  to  her.  But  not  so  in 
die  Cherokee  country)  diere  an  independent  Government 
ia  pretended  to  be  set  up,  in  defiance  of  the  authwity  of 
Geori^  And  ia  it  wooderfiil  that  die  should  require 
white  men  who  go  ditfe  to  take  an  oath  of  allepance  to 
h*T>   Most  certauly  not  But  of  all  U>e  objections  taken 


by  the  honorable  gentleman,  it  is^  perbne,  most  imfortu- 
nate  for  lum  diat  be  shouM  have  selected  the  case  of  Tas- 
sels for  the  theme  of  his  eloquence — ^Tassels,  who,  nobody 
denies,  was  gui%  of  tnurder  on  a  man  of  his  own  tribe! 
But  the  high  offence  of  Georgia,  in  the  opinion  of  the  gen. 
tleman,  ooofists  in  her  disobedience  to  the  citation  of  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States.  Let  us  examine  into 
the  power  of  that  officer  to  imue  and  enforce  that  precept 
Bu^  before  dmng  to,  he  would  take  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  honorable  gendeman  to  the  course  pur- 
•aed  by  HassachusetU  in  17S3,  before  the  eleventh  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution  bad  been  adopted,  and  when  the 
judicialpower  (tf  the  United  States  was  as  broadas  origin- 
ally lud  down  in  the  second  section  of  the  third  article  of 
that  instrument,  and  thb  under  circumstances  far  less 
strong  in  her  fiivor.  Does  the  gendeman  reeollect  diat 
at  that  period  the  Supreme  Court  dedded  that  it  had 
Juris^cbon  of  a  cause  brought  before  it  by  an  individual 
aninst  the  State  of  liassachuBetts^  And  does  he  not  know 
that  it  waa  conndered  of  sufficient  importance  by  Gover- 
nor Hancock — John  Hancock,  once  President  of  Con- 
greao  to  require  him  to  convene  the  Lqiislalure?  And 
does  not  the  gendeman  recollect  the  prindplea  Ud  down 
by  that  distinguiahed  roan,  as  it  r^ards  the  right  of  a 
people  to  examine  and  to  change  uelr  fbrm  of  govem- 
ment>  But  Mr.  Hancock's  opinions  mi^  be  better  under- 
stood by  referring  to  the  laiuruage  of  his  message  to  the 
Lcgiilaturc,  in  September,  1793.  After  adverting  to  the 
cause  of  complain^  he  says:  "  The  idea  that  it  is  danger- 
■ouato  exammeiTstemi  of  gineniment,  and  to  compare 

*  the  efi^  of  didr  adntinistrattim  with  the  principles  on 

*  whidi  dmr  are  rvsed,  is  btadmiaabte  amoi^  a  firee  peo- 
*ple.  If  the  people  are  capable  of  practising  on  a  free 
'government  they  are  able,  widuHit  disorders  or  convul- 
'  non^  to  exan^ne,  alter,  and  amend  the  systems  which 

*  they  hara  ordained.    And  it  is  of  great  consequence  to 

*  the  fVaedom  of  a  nation  to  review  its  civil  constitution, 
■and  to  compare  the  practice  under  it  with  the  principles 
*upoawliidi  it  depndi.   The  tendency  irf'cveiync»> 


'sure,  and  the  efTect  of  every  precedent,  ou^t  to  be 

*  scrupulous^  attended  to  and  critically  examined.  Tbia 

*  ia  the  buMnesa  of  the  Kcpresentatives  of  the  pec^le,  and 
'  can  never  be  by  them  confided  to  any  other  persons. 

"The  ffKMt  object  presented  to  us  by  our  political 
'  Btuatioo  IS,  the  support  of  the  General  (government,  the 
'  giving  force  and  efficacy  to  its  functions,  without  de- 
'stroyins  die  powers  which  the  people  inten^d  to  vest 
'  sod  to  reserve  in  dke  State  Governments. 

*(  A  conaofidadon  of  all  the  States  uito  one  Government 
'  would  at  once  endanger  the  nation  as  a  republic,  and 
■  eventualljr  tUvide  the  States  united,  or  era£ctte  the  prii^ 
'  ciplea  which  we  have  ctnitended  for. 

"  It  is  much  less  hazardous  to  prevent  the  establishment 
'  of  a  dai^eroua  pr^oedeut,  than  to  attempt  an  aboUtion  of 

*  it  after  it  haa  obtained  a  ^lace  in  a  dvil  institudDB.*' 

How  different  the  oi»mona  and  ctmduct  of  diat  higb- 
souled  patriot  from  thoae  who,  at  diu  day,  consider  the 
Uuon  endangered  by  a  proportion  to  repeal  a  single  sec- 
tion of  a  law !  When  it  is  recollected  that  Governor  Han- 
cock survived  but  a  few  weeks  afUr  this  message  waa 
written,  it  requires  no  stretch  of  imagination  to  consider 
it  his  political  testament,  containing  the  most  solemn  a  am- 
ingB  to  c<Hmnf  genaadons.  He  was  not  so  fortunate  aa 
to  have  liud  his  band  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  IjegUar 
ture,  in  conaequence  of  the  message  to  which  he  had  ad- 
verted.  Within  a  few  weeks  after  it  was  written.  Governor 
Hancock  ceased  to  live,  and  the  executive  functions  de- 
volved on  the  venerable  patriot  Samuel  Adams,  as  lieu- 
tenant Govtmta..  Nor  had  be  been  able  to  refer  to  a 
communication  suhaequently  made  by  Governor  Adama 
to  the  Govemora  of  the  other  States;  but  there  could  bo 
little  difficulty  in  arriving  at  its  import,  and  the  chancta 
of  the  legislative  proceeftings  to  vhidk  it  referred,  by  a 
mcnnent's  attention  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  Georgia,  under  date  of  the  13th  of 
December,  1793.  Hiat  the  subject  n^ght  be  the  better 
understood,  he  would  refer  to  them. 

"  A  commnnication  from  his  Excellency  Governor 
<  Adains,  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  which  was  ordmd 

*  to  lie  on  the  tables  being  taken  under  conKderalion,  a 
'  motion  was  made  by  Ur.  Wa^na  that  the  House  do  eome 
'  to  the  following  resolution: 

"  Raoloed,  That  tins  House  do  highly  wprove  of  the 
'measures  t^eo  by  the  Legi^ture  u'the  Bute  of  Ham. 
'  chusetts,  in  the  case  of  an  attempt  to  compel  the  Execu- 
'  tive  of  that  State,  by  mandatory  process  to  answer  to  a 
'suit  instituted  by  an  imfividual  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
'  the  United  States;  diat  the  Governor  Aa  answer  the  con^ 
'  munication  of  Governor  Adama  on  that  subject  express* 

*  ing  the  great  objects  which  stimulated  umiUr  exertion^ 
'  on  the  part  of  thu  State,  to  guard  her  retained  sovereign- 
*ty;  and  that  tins  State  hat,  and  will  at  all  times  main- 
'  tain  and  support  such  sovereignty  against  every  in&actioo 
■of  her  most  sacred  rights." 

Tiiia  resolution  passed  the  House.  But  it  might  be 
proper  Sot  him  to  state  some  &cts  and  refimncea  co» 
nected  with  the  case  referred  to  in  the  reaolution,  m 
which  a  similar  aitempt  had  been  made  to  enforce  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Cour^  at  dw  suit  of  an  indi. 
vidual  agunst  the  State  of  Georgia. 

This  was  the  case  of  Chisholm,  executw  of  F«raulnr, 
^;ainst  the  State  of  Georna.  And  here  he  would  refer 
to  a  section  of  a  bill  which  passed  the  House  of  Rcpie- 
sentativea  of  Georgia  on  the  2Ist  of  December,  1793. 
The  section  reads: 

**An4  he  U  Ptrther  enaded.  That  any  federal  marshal, 

*  or  any  other  person,  levjdng,  or  attenipting  to  levy,  on 

*  the  territoty  of  this  State,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  on  the 

*  treasury,  or  any  other  property  belonging  to  the  said 

*  State,  or  on  the  proper^  of  the  Goveruoir  or  Attorney 
'  General,  or  any  of  the  people  thereof,  under  and  by 
'nttne  of  any  ««oirtioi^  or  odter  compuligiy  ptoccMb 
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*iwain)if'out  of  or  hj  authority  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
■the  United  States,  or  any  other  court  hiring  jurisdiction 

*  under  their  authority,  or  which  may  at  any  period  here- 

*  after,  under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  as  it 

*  now  stands,  be  constituted,  for  or  in  behalf  of  the  said 
•befbrementioned  Atexuider  CMshohn,  executor  of  Ro- 

*  bert  Fivqubar,  or  for  or  In  behalf  of  any  other  person  or 

*  persons  whatever,  for  the  payment  or  recoTny  of  any 

*  debt,  or  pretended  debt,  or  euim,  agonal  the  said  State 

*  of  Georgia,  shall  be,  and  he  or  they  attempting  to  levy, 

*  as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  guilty  of  felony, 
*and  diall  Buffer  death,  witboqt  benefit  of  clergy,  by 
•bein^  hanged." 

This  bill  also  passed  the  House.  Upon  any  fiur  inter- 
pretatkHfi  no  one  can  deny  that  lUasachosettsuid  Geoigia 
made  ccHnmpn  cause  in  redsting  the  power  tfaui  unnned 
oyer  them  by  the  Supreme  Court.  It  mi|^  be  u  uite- 
resting  subject  of  inquiry  why  they  £fffer  so  widely  in  the 
case  of  Taasels.    But  comment  was  unnecessary. 

If,  he  said,  ttiere  was  so  much  excitement  produced 
then  by  the  attempt  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  exercise  this 
power  over  Ae  States,  (for  the  eleventh  article  of  the 
amendments  was  hot  adopted  by  Congress  until  the  fol- 
lowing winter,  and  doubtless  adopted  In  eonieqaence  of 
that  excitement,)  why  Aoold  .it  be  wonderea  at  tiiat 
Georgia  should  resist  the  attempt  to  exercise  the  same 
power,  when  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  has 
been  since  so  ihuch  narrowed  by  tiie  ratification  of  that 
amendment'  But  General  Washington  was  then  at  the 
head  of  the  Federal  Government— a  man  not  tikelv  to  be 
moved  from  the  djsetaarge  of  his  dntrt  and  yet  history 
does  not  record  (or,  if  it  doe%  he  it  ^^iwant  of  it)  any 
evidence  of  his  liavii^eonridei«d  tbe  prooeedings  of  Mas- 
eachusetu  rebetfioua  or  traitorous,  or  treated  them  accord- 
ingly. Nor  has  the  same  history  dared  to  cast  a  shade 
upon  the  pure  patriotism  of  John  Hancock  and  Ssmuel 
Adams,  or  branded  the  name  of  ehber  with  rebel  or  tvai. 
Uir,  in  coRsequence  of  this  ttansaction.  But  it  has  been 
adndtted  that  there  was  no  power  to  enlbrve  the  citation 
In  the  ease  of  Tassels,  that  oitation  not  openAng  aa  a  su- 
penedeas  -of  the  j  udgment  against  him.  How  icQei  then, 
to  acouae  Georgia  of  resisting  the  authori^ofthe  Supreme 
Court,  when  the  respiting  power  ttf  her  Governor,  exer- 
osed  in  &vor  of  the  condemned  murderer,  could  alone 
have  given  efficacy  to  the  summons  of  the  Chief  Justice. 

But  a  sense  of  self-respect  would  nbt  permit  him,  what- 
ever ni^t  be  his  feelii^  to  nnke  an^  further  comment 
on  the  utation,  ai  it  regarded  Ae  propnetv  or  impropriety 
of  the  proceeding  on  tiie  part  of  the  high  fiinctionary  by 
whom  it  was  issued.  As  it  respected  the  powers  now 
possessed  by_  the  Supreme  Court;  and  on  omer  subiects 
connected  with  that  tribunal,  he  had  well  settled  opinions, 
which  time  and  other  circumstances  might  afford  turn  a 
more  proper  opportunity  to  express.  He  thought  that 
■  he  had  diown  that  in  no  partionlar  had  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia gone  fiirtber  in  resisting  the  dtation  m  the  ease  of 
Tassels,  than  both  she  and  Msssaohnaettahaddon^  in  1793. 

But  he  had  a  further  re|dy  to  offer  to  mne  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  gentleaian  on  ttie  subject  of  the 
Cherokee  murderer. 

It  was  well  known  that,  in  a  case  involving  the  crimi- 
nal jurisdiotioQ  over  tbe  country  occupied  by  the  Chero- 
kee^ as  earl;^  aathesptii^of  18M,upontfieam^ment 
M  Hall  aupeticv  court  of  eertun  Cherokees  fbr  the  nula- 
tion  of  the  laws  of  Georgia,  a  plea  to  4ie  Jurtsdietion  of 
the  court  was  filed,  solemnly  argued,  and  tte  plea  as  so- 
lemnly overruled  by  the  court. 

In  the  month  of  September,  of  Ae  same  year.  Tassels 
was  anmigned  fbr  trial.  But  what  was  the  course  pursued 
by  the  court  on  that  oceanon?  Was  the  accosea  denied 
the  benefit  of  the  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  of  tbe  court, 
vUch  had  been  aoleinnly  overmkiNt  the jpreeeiUng  tenn? 
•Mo.   The  pleawaapemitfeBdtobcila^iito^liiiteedof 
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proceeding  to  immediate  argunien^  overruliiy  the  plea 
agun,  and  trial  of  the  accused,  ttie  judge  a^oumed 
the  court  for  several  weeks,  to  allow  counsel  to  be 
heard  before  tibe  convmtion  of  judgea  at  Hilledgeville. 
Hie  plea  was  thm  eUtoratelr  re-aigued  by  the  ooonsci 
for  the  IndiaD,  and  ovemiled  the  unaiumoua  deoinon 
oftiMjndget.  DoMtiUtloiASke  bloodtUntinessontiia 
part  of  Georgia  towards  the  Cherokee  Infana?  Host 
certainly  it  shows  the  eontrary. 

The  dedaon  pronounced  by  the  convention  of  judges 
had  been  publwhed  in  a  number  of  newspapers,  how 
many  he  could  not  sayi  but  this  he  could  say,  that  he 
had  not  yet  met  with  any  attempt  to  overturn  it  in  any  of 
the  ptoers  which  had  nUen  under  lus  observation.  Kor 
did  he  believe  it  eoald  be  overturned,  lliat  opiidon  pro* 
ceeded  upon  the  ground  that  the  Cherokees  were  not  an 
independent  peoplef  and  among  tbe  aigumetits  presented 
by  it,  the  court  tuul  properly  adverted  to  the  course  pursued 
by  the  Federal  Government  towards  the  Indians  in  nip- 
port  of  their  position. .  They  showed  most  eonolusively 
that  the  commercial  power  had  never  been  exercised  to- 
wards them  in  the  most  usual  manner  of  exerdsiBg  it  to* 
wards  "  foreign,  sovereign,  independent  n^liona,**  Nor 
was  tbe  difference  less  stnUng  in  all  the  wars  wliich  this 
Government  had  carried  on  agunst  them. 

Every  one  knows  that  Congress  alone  has  the  powerto 
declare  war.  But  can  a  nngle  declaration  of  war  against 
an  Indian  tribe  be  found  upon  the  statute  book^ 

What  does  this  prove,  if  it  does  not  prove  most  incon- 
testibly  that,  however,  in  it»  intercourse  with  the  Indians, 
the  Federal  Government  baa  occaamiaUy  interfered  with 
tbe  rightful  powers  of  the  States,  it  has  never  considered 
die  Indian  tnbesaa  sovereign  and  independent  States? 

He  said  he  might  have  advwted  to  various  opinioos  f£ 
distinguished  men  in  support  of  the  doctrines  he  liad  pre- 
sented to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  but  he  preferred 
relying  on  constitutional  priodplea  to  the  opinion  of  any 
man  or  set  of  men  whatsoever.  There  were  many  points 
embraced  by  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
MaMschusetts,  to  which  he  had  not  adverted.  But,  forhii 
part,  he  did  not  consider  it  necesuiry. 

He  thought  he  bad  sufficiently  shown  that  the  jurisdic- 
tion claimed  by  Geor^  over  the  Cherokee  Indians  was  her 
unalienated  and  unalienable  right)  and  havin||-  that  ri^l^ 
as  he  thought  he  had  suffioenuy  shown,  if,  in  its  exercise^ 
it  bad  been  or  ^ould  be  necessary,  it  waa  anthin  her  con- 
stitutional ooDuietenoy  to  iettie  her  wUte  pc^nilitiaB  en 
the  irild  landsm  tbe  coantry  inhaUted  by  than. 

But  let  it  not  be  understood  that,  in  any  tldng  lie  bad 
uttered,  he  had  admitted  the  ri^t  of  this  Govemmentto  in- 
terfere with  the  constitutional  right  of  OMrgia  to  govern 
the  people,  and  to  ^pose  of  the  lands  wittmi  her  Umits. 
In  the  exercise  of  those  r^ts,  he  trusted  she  always  would 
exercise  as  she  had  heretofore  exerdaed  them.  tnA  a  jtnt 
regard  to  what  was  due  her  own  character. 

In  presenting  these  obaervatioas,  he  hoped  be  had  not 
overstepped  the  pledge  be  had  given  at  the  oitfset.  As 
he  had  refrained  from  going  into  a  detailed  defeace  of 
GeoTfpa  against  the  various  accnaatioDS  of  tte  gentleBaa 
from  Maisachnaetta,  ao  he  had  abstained  from  an  riahe 
rate  attempt  to  defend  the  present  administration  of  tbe 
F«leral  Government.  But  it  must  not  be  coa«dered  Uiat 
he  had  decBned  doing  so  from  any  anprehepded  ^IBculty 
of  sBch  si  task.  But  ne' was  aware  that  he  should  be  nt' 
lowed  by  friends  who  would  more  than  mxp^  any  tl^ 
and  every  thii^  wbtdl  be  had  ooiWed. 

Hr.  BSIX,  ^Tenneasee,  next  addressed  ttie  House,  and 
stated  upon  proftfs  which,  aa  he  observed,  were  mtitfsT- 
tory  to  him,  that  the  great  majori^  of  the  Cherokeea 
were  in  tbe  moat  K[u>Kd  and  miaerable  conJtioni  no  fiir- 
tber advance  hi  dvffixation,  or  in  the  arts  of  soeial  Wb, 
thantiidraneetfeonofacentoiy  age.  It  wasnottikerad 
man  iA«  were  benetod  wdtr  ftejMiwn  wKi^  hit. 
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tome  tweii^  or  thirty  wliites  who  tiad  intinuftted  theiD- 
■rivM  into  me  conftdence  of  the  Indtuu,  and  vlio,  toge- 
ther with  the  balf-brecdi,  eontroUpd  tlie  whole  tnbe.  Mid 
•cquired  wcfttth  it  the  np«nse  of  those  for  whose  wdfarew 
ntanv  phiUnthropic  winbeii  were  expressed  in  the  House. 
He  deplored  the  reviling*  and  denuncifttioiu  th&t  h»d  oc- 
curred during  the  disctusioni  of  this  question,  snd  depre- 
cated the  spirit  of  bigotry  in  which  they  hxd  thnr  origin, 
Tlie  people  of  Georgi*  would  rather  suffer  milttsry  exeou- 
tion  tlun  recede  fro«  their  expressed  deterniiration  to 
suKtKin  their  Imwsi  and  would  those  who^  from  piirty  feel- 
ing, pressed  Uiti  racnuire  ftMvard  at  the  awful  risk  of  pro- 
ducing a  civn  war,  perMist  in  a  course  which,  while  it  en- 
croached upon  the  honw  of  the  President,  and  the  spirit 
of  the  conrtitution,  placed  tlie  country  upon  the  brinV  of 
an  intestine  commotion?  AAer  some  further  remarks, 
Mr.  B.,  who  was  in  »  sute  of  exhaustion  from  the  effects 
of  ill  beftlth,  at  the  request  of  his  friends,  suspended  l|is 
remarks  until  the  subjcot  sliould  again  came  up. 

TVXBBAT,  FCHTAIT  S3, 

FOREl(»f  COINS. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  New  Toit:,  from  tiie  ctmimUtee  ap- 
ptrfnted  on  the  3Sd  December  'Ho  inquire  into  the  ex- 
prdiem^  of  providing  that  dollars  of  the  New  American 
Govemmentt,  and  five  franc  pecies,  sliall  be  a  legal  tender 
in  the  payment  of  all  debts  and  demands^  and,  also,  whe- 
ther any  additional  re  gulations  are  necessary  to  the  recoin- 
age  of  foreign  nlver  coin  at  the  mint,"  mode  a  long  and 
detaikd  report,  accompanied  by  abill  regulating  the  value 
of  foreign  silver  coins  within  the  Vgited  SUtes.  The  b'dl 
and  report  were  committed. 

Mr.  WHri'E,  of  New  York,  fVoTn  the  same  oommittee, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning 
the  gold  cmns  of  the  United  States,  also  made  »  long  and 
detailed  report  ttirreon,  accompanied  with  an  amenunictil 
to  the  and  biU{  which  report  and  bill  were  aluocommitteiL 

On  motion  of  Mr,  BUCHANAN,  three  thoua«nd  addi- 
tiorad  copies  of  these  repivti  were  directed  to  be  printed 
ftir  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  House. 

COMMERCE  ON  THE  LAKES. 

Mr.  CAHBRELENG^  fron  tiie  Committee  on  Cmn- 
■serce,  to  which  was  recumndtted  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
foreign  and  coasting  tradeon  tlie  Nortliem  and  Northwest- 
em  frontier  of  Ae  United  States,  reported  the  same  with 
an  amendment,  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  CAMBEELENG,  after  aome  explanatory  remai^ks, 
moved  that  the  bill  be  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Maasachuselts,  and  Mr.  HUNTING- 
TON, as  the  bill  contained  a  number  of  complex  provi- 
mootf  de^«d  time  to  cxan^ne  it. 

The  bin  was  fhrtiier  explained  sad  ile  expediency  ad- 
rocated  by  Messrs.  CAMBRELENG^  HOFFMAN,  and 
BWlPTt  when  (with  the  consent  of  Messrs.  Davis  and 
HvvTivsqNiv)  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time  en  lliursday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CABSON,  it  was 

Hmohtd,  Thettwolnuidredadditionaleoineaofthere- 
poK  of  the  select  eonsnittee  on  the  establishmentof  assay 
oOoes  in  the  pdd  region  v£  the  South,  be  printed  for  the 
nse-of  the  Btembers  at  the  House. 

IMPORTERS  OF  FOREIGN  GOODS. 

The  engrossed  bill  "for  the  relief  of  certain  importers 
of  ibreign  merchwiilise,"  WW  reed  a  third  time,  gpd  put 
m  itspasswe. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  observed  that  the  bill,  in  his  Dpi. 
man,  required  amendment,  and  aunested,  titat  histead  rf 
moving  its  recommitment,  he  woufa  submit  to  the  House 
an  amendnent  to  it  in  the  form  of  a  provisok  which,  by 
untnimous  consent,  he  would  mere  riiould  be  now  receiv- 
.  cd,  and  ineoiponrted  into  the  bill.   Mr.  H.  then  briefly 


explained  the  object  of  the  bill,  and  of  the  proviso  to  it 
which  he  proposed,  and  was  as  follows: 

'*J*rtmIaed,  oLo,  That  noperaon  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
relief  authorixed  to  be  given  by  tins  act,  who,  by  Uie  eZ' 
ercise  of  reasonable  diligence,  by  bunself,  or  lus  agents, 
f^itora,  or  correspondents,  could  have  complied  with  ihe 
provis  ons  of  the  siud  third  section  of  said  actt  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  sliall  require  and  receive  satis- 
factory evidence  from  every  person  cluming  the  benefits 
of  tliisaci,  that  such  diligence  has  been  used,  and  that  be 
has  acted  bona  fii^t  and  irithout  any  intent  to  violate  or 
evade  the  proviuons  of  said  ^rd  section,  befwe  he  shall 
grant  the  relief  herein  provided." 

The  House  unaiumQusly  consented  to  the  course  sug- 
geated  by  Mr.  H.  t  and  the  biU,  with  the  proviso  proposed 
by  Mr.  H.,  was  passed,  and  sent  to  tlie  Senate  for  con- 
currence. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sureties  of  Amos  Edwards 
wu  read  the  third  time,  and  the  oonsideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

RELIEF  OF  LAND  PURCHASERS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  supplementary  to  an  act  of  the  Slst  March, 
1830,  for  the  rnief  of  the  purchasers  of  jpublic  lands,  and 
for  the  suppression  of  fraudulent  practices  at  the  publie 
sales  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States. 

When  tlus  biU  was  last  under  coiUKleration,Mr.  IRVIN, 
of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out  the  second  section.  Hits 
motion  agwn  came  up  for  conaderationi  when 

A  long  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs,  WICKLIFFE, 
HUNT,  TEST,  LEWIS,  VINTON,  McDUFFlE,  and 
GRENNELL,  participated.    In  tite  course  of  the  debate, 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  to  amend  die  ssld  second  pectiont 
which  motion  being  agreed  to, 

Mr.  IRVIN  withdrew  his  motion  to  strike  out  the 
section. 

The  amendmeuta  were  then  ordered  to  be  engrcssec^ 
and  the  bill  reada  third  time  bMOOROW. 

WESTERN  ARMORY. 
The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
authorising  the  Freridcnt     the  United  States  to  aeled 
a  rite  ftv  the  erecticm  of  an  srmory  on  the  Wostcra 

waters. 

Mr.  CHILTON  was  very  much  in  favor  of  an  armoiy 
on  tlie  Western  waters,  but  be  could  not  vote  for  this  bilt 
U  gave  too  much  discretion  and  patronage  to  the  Esecu- 
tive{  and,  if  the  bill  were  to  pass,  he  had  reason  to  fear 
ihat  the  armory  would  not  be  located  in  the  ritustian 
where,  in  his  opinion,  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr,  BLAIR,  of  Tennessee,  said  tlna  he  would  auppiwt 
the  bill  as  rcpcn-ted  by  tlie  MiKtaiy  committee,  not  be- 
cause it  was  wliat  it  uiuuld  have  been,  iMit  because  it 
was  the  best  tiiat  cmild  be  had  under  existing  circutr.* 
stances.  Sir,  aaid  he,  1  found  Uiis  proposition  before  the 
House,  ^ight  years  ago,  when  1  eame  into  Gongress,  and 
it  has  been  a  subject  of  controversy  ever  since.  I  have, 
myself,  said  he,  t&kcn  such  part  in  this  controvert,  as 
perfectly  to  satisfy  my  mind  that  this  House  will  never 
a^Tce  upon  its  location.  1  appeal  to  such  members  as  have 
been  here,  and  witnessed  the  progreas  of  this  thing — can 
they  bclievcthatanother  effort  would  be  less  fiuitieas  than 
those  which  have  been  witnessed?  The  alumative  now 
presented  is  to  take  this  bill,  and  trust  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Executive,  or  deprive  Uie  West  this  iteccssai;  im- 
provement yet  a  little  longer.  I  have,  said  Mr.  H.,'been 
astonished  to  hear  the  objection  to  titta  bill,  that  it  con- 
ferred patronage  on  tiie  prcpdeoti  What  patronage* 
That  of  discliarging  ah  irrevoeable  duty,  in  the  discha^ 
uf  wliich  he  must  displease  some  ftnty  or  fifty  nn|^ihtw» 
hoods,  in  fpmng  preforcnce  to  one.  As  a  frtend  to  tiie 
President,  were  I  to  csst  Mkout  fwjialroni^,  and  the 
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Inaolomi  Jkbton. 


[H.  or  R. 


meaM  of  leefctnepopubti^t  thisriiotildbe  thebtt  expe- 
cUentwith  me.  Itaiov,  aialie,  the feaiieM independence 
of  tiw  Preiident,  and  I  wi  from  neeestfty  obliged,  in  this 
caact  br  my  TOte,  to  east  upon  him  that  responsiblhty 
from  wlktch  he  vUl  not  Bhrmk,  and  this  fruitless  conflict 
will  be  brot^t  to  a  cloaei  and  I  could  not  but  be  surprised 
to  bear  the  other  daj,  when  this  subject  was  before  the 
House,  an  opinion  expressed  as  to  the  inutili^  of  such 
eatabUdunent.  Sir,  he  could  forget,  in  a  few  ih<Ht  jean, 
the  aoenes  of  die  laat  war,  and  partieularir  the  difficulties 
in  traAnp  the  aoldieiT',  woqU  require  a  nerald  to  notify 
Hm  of  his  beingmortal.  I  perceive  that  the  part  of  the 
country  in  which  I  reside  was  not  nnguUr,  and  leas  pro- 
vided than  ,  all  others.  Sueh  was  the  melancholy  Act 
there,  that,  to  sustain  the  cause  of  the  country,  and  put 
into  the  huids  of  destitute  soldien  the  implements  of  war, 
press  gangs  were  sent  abroad  to  invade  the  ftmily  sanc- 
tuaiy,  and  by  the  law  of  fbrce  mtt  the  owner  deprived 
of  bis  arms.  And  now,  in  these  piping  times  of  peace, 
we  are  to  be  told  that  there  is  no  neeesnQr  fbr  suon  eata- 
bhahment.  Sir,  1  amadmonished  atthissti^oftheseBsion, 
and  with  the  press  of  business  before  lU,  that  I  cannot 
better  evince  my  friendship  to  thia  measure,  than  by  with- 
hfdding  further  debate.  I  mnst,  however,  indulge,  be- 
fore I  take  my  seat,  in  the  liberiy  of  mymg  that,  were  1 
not  adraomritcd  tint  it  would  tend  to  defeat  the  measure, 
1  would  prefer  eridting  from  the  House  some  expression 
of  opinion,  that  neccanrily  would  have  its  influence  on 
the  future  location  of  this  armoiyi  I  am  firmly  convinced 
of  the  justice  and  policy  of  ^ving  to  it  a  location  on  such 
Western  water  as  would  supersede  in  future  the  erection 
of  a  Southern  armoryt  the  location  would  throw  it  on  a 
tributary  stream  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  within  the 
district  which  1  have  the  honor  to  represent.  Were  it 
n  ow  proper  to  weaent  the  consideratkms  Rr  aueh  location, 
1  feel  very  confident  that  I  could  show  to  this  House  rea- 
aons  which  must  outweigh  any  ottier^and,  as  rq^Jed  as 
any  one  rite,  would  be  sufficient  to  ensure  success  even 
in  this  House;  but  I  am  very  sure  they  would  jiot  be  suffi- 
cient to  convince  the  House,  when  some  thirty  or  for^ 
otiicis  were  brought  into  competition,  and  the  membefs 
interested  in  each  to  be  judge*  between  Uiem-  I  must, 
therefore,  insist  upon  the  passage  of  fba  bill  aa  a  <£ctate 
of  necesu^,  and  entreat  its  friends  not  to  destroy  it  by 
provoking  discussion. 

Hr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentueky.  abo  adverted  to  the  vun 
attempts  of  Congress,  for  rixteen  years  past,  to  get  the 
dbject  through  in  any  different  mode,  and  urged  the  pas- 
aa^  of  the  bill  aa  it  was,  or  all  hope  of  getting  sin  armory 
Bugbt  be  i^ven  up.  Gonmss  would  never  agree  on  the  rite. 

Mr.  VANCE  deemed  the  subject  so  w3l  understood, 
that  no  further  argument  oould  promote  it  t  and  he  entreat- 
ed all  who  were  fnendly  to  the  bill  to  content  themselves 
with  voting,  lest  delay  nught  dowhattheopponcntaof  the 
bill  sought  to  do  by  argument. 

Mr.  UBNNY  aivued  that  Congreai  was  competent  to 
deode  on  the  location  of  the  rit^  and  that  there  was  no 
neeesriQr  for  leaving  it  to.  the  discretion  of  the  President. 
He  adverted  to  the  history  of  the  subject,  to  ^ow  why 
Coi^reM  bad  not  agreed  heretofore,  and  inferred  to  tM 
various  surveys  mMe.  Re  was  adverse  to  plactnK  so 
troubleaome  and  needless  a  responribility  on  the  President] 
and  proposed  at  once  to  settle  the  queation,  as  he  thought 
it  ought  to  be  settled,  by  moving  to  strike  oat  the  elauae 
authorizing  the  Prerident  to  "select  a  rite  for  a  national 
armovy  upon  the  Western  waten^  and  for  that  pui^iose  to 
cause  aucli  surveys  to  be  made  as  he  may  deem  necewa 

S ."and  insert  the  following:  <* A  national  armory  upon 
ehmdbcloRni^to  the  United  States  near  Pittsburg, 
or  upon  any  other  rite  which  he  nuy  select  in  its  vicinityt 
or,  if  water  power  rikall  be  preferred,  then  to  select  a  site 
for  the  mid  armory,  at  the  Ctlls  ef  Big  Beaver,  in  Penn- 
lylnuLa.** 


The  previous  question  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  STAN- 
OEFER,  and  wu  seconded  by  a  majority  of  memben 
present 

The  ^revioui  aoestion  was  &eo  put,  and  carried  in  the 
affinnatire,  by  mieh  Mr.  Damrr'a  amendment  was  art 
aride. 

And  the  nuun  queation  being  put,  that  is,  *'  ShaD  the 
bill  be  engrossed,  and  reada  ttlrd  time'"  it  was  carried 
by  yeas  and  wgrsb  aafUknrai 

TEAS.— Mean*.  Anderson,  Arnold,  Baylor,,JohnBIajr, 
Boon,  Brodhead,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng,  Clay,  Coleman, 
Coulter,  Crrig,  Crawford,  Creighton,  John  Davis,  Denny, 
Desha,  De  Witt,  Doddridge  Draper,  Drarton,  Duncan, 
Findlay,  Finch,  Ford,  Fry,  Gaither,  piimore.  Green, 
Gurl^,  Hemphill,  Hinds,  Hubbard,  Hunt,  Ihrie,  Thomas 
Irwin,  Wilfiam  W.  Irtm,  Jennings,  Iticbard  M.  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Kennon,  Kincaiil,  Lea,  Leavitt,  I^ompt^ 
Leiper,  I.etcher,  Lyon,  Maitindale,  McCreery,  Hclntire, 
Mercer,  Miller,  Muhlenberg,  Overton,  Pettis,  Polk, 
Ramsey,  Sai^md,  Shields,  Semmea,  Sill,  Smith,  Spei^t, 
Ambrose  Spencer,  Standeder,  Stcrigerc,  Stephens,  Test, 
John  Thomson,  Vance,  Vamum,  Verplanok.  Vinton, 
Whittiesey,  C.  P.  While,  Edward  D.  Wlute,  Wild^  Yan- 
cey—79. 

NATS. — ^Memrt.  Alexander,  Alston,  Angel,  Armstrong, 
Bailey,  Barnwell,  Barringer,  James  Birir,  Brown,  Butman^ 
Cahoon.  Campbell,  Carson,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  ContUct, 
Conner,  Cooper,  Crocherm,  Crowninahield,  Deberry, 
Dudley,  Dwigfat,  Eager,  Earll,  Ellsworth,  George  Evans, 
Horace  Everett,  Foster,  Hall,  Halsey,  Hawkins,  Haynei^ 
Hofiinan,  Howard,  Hughes,  Ingersoll,  Jarvis,  Jobns^ 
Kendall,  Parkins  King,  Adam  King,  Lamar,  J>nt,  LoyaD, 
Lumpkh),  Thomas  Maxwell,  McCoy,  Mitchell,  Nuckolls, 
Piersoo,  Potter,  Bandolph,  Bencher,  Roane,  Ibusel, 
William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Sbepperd,  Richard 
Spencer,  Sprigg,  H.  B.  Stom^  W.  L.  Stom,  Swano, 
Taytor,  Tracy,  TUdcer,  Wayne,  WicUHfe,  WiUhOn^ 
Wilson.— 70. 

INSOLVENT  DEBTORS. 

The  House  tiien  took  up  tiie  bill  for  the  reUef  of  eer- 
lain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  that  when  the  House  somedays 
rince,  upon  his  motion,  had  kindly  consented  to  take  this 
bill  up  out  of  its  order,  he  had  then  declared  he  should 
occupy  but  a  very  short  time  in  its  discusrion.  He  sud 
he  would  now  redeem  that  pledget  and  as  time  had  be- 
come still  more  preciouB,  and  the  cloae  of  the  sesrion  vaa 
so  near  at  han^  he  would  content  Umself  with  a  very 
brief  exposition  of  the  nature  of  the  bill.  Should  aiqr 
gentleman,  however,  derire  a  further  explanation  upon 
uiy  point,  he  would  hold  himaeif  ready  to  give  it. 

Thia  biU,  said  Mr.  B.,  umtains  but  a  single  principle. 
It  merely  enablea  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  to  com- 
promise with  such  debtors  of  the  United  States  aa  were 
insolvent  on  the  1st  day  of  January  last,  and  confers  upon 
him  the  same  power  releariog  tiioae  debtors  which 
every  individual  poaseasea.  All  luch  debton  of  the  United 
States  are  embraced  within  the  proririons  at  this  billt 
except  the  principals  in  official  bonds,  aitd  tiiose  who  have 
actually  received  public  money,  and  not  pud  it  over,  or 
accounted  for  it  acc<»tling  to  law. 

At  present,  the  Executive  Government  of  the  United 
States  possesses  no  pow^,  in  any  esse,  no  mstter  what 
may  be  the  orcumstanees,  to  compromise  with  its  debtors, 
and  accept  a  part  of.  the  demand  instead  of  the  whole. 
The  man  who  baa  become  insolvent,  should  he  be  a 
debtor  of  the  United  States  in  a  sum  which  he  is  unable 
topay,  is,  under  existing  laws,  placed  in  a  state  of  bclplem 
and  hopeless  despair.  His  individual  creditors,  convinced 
of  his  honesbf,  may  be  willing  to  release  him;  his  friends 
may  be  willing  to  lumtsh  him  the  means  of  recommenc- 
ing buainemi  buttUa  ia  alt  in  vrin,  whibt  the  debt  due 
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IftMobxnt  Debton- 


[Fh.  23,  1831. 


the  United  SUtealwDgt  like  ft  mUlstoae  wound  hisAeck. 
From  this  there  u  no  escipe.  Juitice,  relentleai  juitieey 
untempered  by  mercy,  is  nam  Dor  only  rule  of  conduct 
towaroB  our  insolvent  debtort. 

Even  if  our  policy  were  purely  lelfiah,  and  ve  acted. 
from  no  higher  mctires  than  a  regard  for  dollars  and 
cents,  we  oug^t  to  pass  this  bill.  From  the  ezaminatianB 
wbJch  I  have  made,  and  the  information  I  have  collected 
upon  this  subject,  I  entertain  no  doubt  but  that  this  bill, 
should  it  become  a  law*  will  bring  at  least  mie  milUoo  of 
dollan  into  your  treMury,  not  one  cent  of  wluch  can  ever 
find  its  way  there  unless  some  measure  of  this  nature 
shall  be  adopted.  There  are  now  in  this  country  many, 
very  many,  honest  and  enterpriung  merchants,  who,  al- 
thou^  they  have  become  insolvent,  retun  the  highest 
cluracter  among  their  friends,  and  in  the  society  of  which 
they  are  members.  In  a  great  number  of  instances  their 
iosolrency  cannot  be  afiributed  even  to  ne|^^encc  or 
want  of  akill(  but  has  be«i  wholly  the  efiect  of  causes 
wbidk  thejr  could  neither  foresee  nor  control.  Some  in- 
stances <M  tiiis  character  have  come  to  my  knowledge, 
which  would  be  well  calculated  to  enlist  the  feelings  of 
this  House  in  favor  of  the  bill.  There  is  now  an  inscuvent 
merchant  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  whom  this  bill  would 
relieve,  who  has  pud  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  between  three  and  four  millions  of  doOars  in  duties. 
HisinKdvency  was,  in  a  great  d^^reci  I  tUnkl  nugfatsay 
solely,  occaooned  by  the  passi^  of  a  Inll  through  the  Se- 
nate, in  1836,  to  reduce  the  duties  on  tea.  The  reputatim 
of  tUs  gentleman,  both  aaamsn  and  as  a  merchant,  stands 
as  his^  as  it  ever  did  in  his  most  pro^erous  da3rs{  and 
sbouM  the  power  be  confeired  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  compromise  iritb  him  for  the  debt  which  he 
owes  the  Government  hiifnends  will  immedbtely  fiimiih 
him  the  means  of  reeommenaiw  bumneas.  Be  will  have 
no  difficulty  in  compnaniiingwitii  his  individual  ereditcN; 
This  is  but  one  instance  out  of  ittaw  of  a  sinular  charac- 
ter, which  have  come  to  my  knowledge. 

Suffer  me  to  advert  to  another  case  by  way  of  illuatra- 
tion.  A  merchant  in  the  dty  of  New  York  has  become 
insolvent  He  is  indebted  to  the  Government  in  a  very 
large  sum  of  money,  one  dollar  of  which  he  is  not  able  to 
pay.  The  &ther  of  this  merdkant,  anxious  to  obtain  a 
Mleaae  for  his  son.  and  enable  turn  again  to  go  into  bua- 
nesst  has  actually  oiFered  to  transfer  to  the  United  States 
property  estimated  to  be  wOTth  between  four  and  live 
nundred  thousand  dollars,  provided  tus  son  shall  be  dis- 
charged from  the  debt.  This  offer  could  not  be  accepted 
by  the  President  for  want  of  power;  and  thus  the  United 
States,  should  this  bill  be  negatived,  wiU  Vne,  in  a  ringle 
case,  nearly  half  a  nulhon  of dollars. 

There  are  otany  umilw  cases  in  whidk  the  fiiends  and 
the  relatives  of  insolvent  d^itort  will  come  forward  and 
enable  them  to  pay  the  Government  a  part  of  its  debt,  in 
conrideration  of  obtairung  a  release  for  the  whole.  Mr. 
B.  sold  he  expressed  tus  own  opinion  merely  when  he 
stated  that  the  passage  of  the  biil  would  bring  at  least  a 
milium  of  doUaxj  into  the  treasury:  there  were  others, 
irithbetter  means  of  jud|pi^  than  tumsel^'  who  believed 
the  snm  would  gready  exceed  that  amount. 

But  nr,  said  Mr.  B.,  nnich  father  motivet  Aan  those 
of^  a  pecuniaiy  character  enter  into  the  connleration  of 
this  ^estion.  There  are  many  honest  and  enterprising 
men  in  this  country,  having  famUies  dependent  upon  their 
exertions,  who  will  be  left  utterly  without  hope,  ahotUd 
this  measure  be  defeate*!.  All  their  crecUtora,  except  our- 
kItcs,  are  willing  to  compromise  with  them.  Shall  we 
than  continue  to  be  inexorable?— shall  we  alone  have  no 
mercy,  even  although  mer^  be  our  best  policy?— diall 
we,  merely  for  the  sake  of  opprcauog  our  debtors,  de- 
prive ourselves  of  more  than  a  million  of  dollamf 

By  the  pn  ajgectf  tlusbOl  you  will  restc««  many  tif  our 
bcrt  citizeoi  to  uiefiilneM.   Mm  who  huf  lonf  been 


prostrated  in  the  dust  by  the  wnght  of  d^to  wtuch  bw 
been  continu^y  presMng  up«m  uem*  will  i^ain  spring 
into  fresh  and  vigorous  action  the  moment  tius  preaure 
is  removed.  Hundreds  and  thousands  are  now  lookliis 
-anxiously  towards  you  for  relief,  and  regard  the  sdoptton 
of  this  measure  as  their  only  remaiiung  hope  on  riutnde 
of  the  ^ve.  Why  will  you  not  affora  these  men  reEef  ^ 
Why  will  you  not  suffer  them  by  their  enterpriic  ud 
industry  to  add  to  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try, when  you  can  ^vnt  them  this  Ikkhi,  not  only  vitboiit 
injury,  but  with  positiTe  benefit  to  your  tressmy?  Bnt 
I  must  be  brief,  and  will  pursue  this  branch  (rfOesol^ 
no  further. 

This  bill  is  entirely  retrospective  in  its  nabire,  and  cu 
have  no  effect  up<m  future  cases  of  insolvency.  Its  rcGef 
wiU,  in  almost  every  case,  be  confined  to  ^dcq  wbo 
now  notoriously  inscdvent.  There  is,  there  fore,  niucli 
less  danger  of  fraud  upon  the  Gownment,  thss  if  it 
applied  to  future  cases.  But  tUs  connderstion  hn  mt 
prevented  the  Judidary  committee  from  gusrdiiff  the 
bill  with  the  utmost  care,  and  rendering  it  iopoMMc,  lO 
for  as  they  could,  that  a  fraudulent  debtor  ^ould  take 
advantage  of  its  provinons.  In  the  performance  of  thn 
task,  they  have  i>een  much  as^stcd  by  the  suggeitioni  of 
ttie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and,  Mr.  D.  tsid,  he  vould 
venture  to  assert,  there  was  greUer  dan^  that  the  biB 
iiistesd  of  being  too  lax  was  too  ligtffous  m  its  ptoriMii 
He  said  he  w<Nud  not,  at  jiresent,  remark  upon  ti^  oTIti 
details. 

Hr.  WILLIAMS  briefly  subnutted  his  objectimt  to  tbt 
bill.  It  was  to  a  oertain  extent  a  bankrupt  bill,  and  ntort' 
over  placed  too  great  a  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Tm- 
sury  Department.  He  was  in  &vor  of  referring  cim* 
in  uw  first  instance  to  judiool  invcstwation. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  maide  a  few  eamcit  it- 
marks  in  Bimport  of  the  IhU. 

Mr.  WAYNE  eombatted  tiie  objections  of  Mr.  Vit- 
UAXs,  in  an  argument  of  some  leng^  and  urf^  ^ 
zeal  the  policy  oi'tbe  bill. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said,  that  after  the  fiifl  eiphn*- 
tion  which  hod  been  given  of  the  details  of  the  bill,  mi 
of  the  reasons  tnrincing  the  propriety  of  its  posngti  ^ 
the  churman  of  ^  coamdttee  who  reported  %  [lb. 
BucBAKAs,]  he  would  not  consume  the  time  of  the  ^pu* 
in  repeating  ailments  whibh  had  been  urged  with  *■> 
much  ability.  Ue  had  risen  principally  to  reply  to  tn  ob- 
jection which  had  been  made  to  the  bill  by  lus  irv^ 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Wiixuhb.]  Beforei  hovcter. 
adverting  to  this  objection,  he  would,  in  relation  to  the 
general  merits  of  the  measure  under  conriderationi  rcDdki 
that  he  coondered  tbe  paasi^  of  the  bill  would  be  the 
performance  of  an  act  equitidily,  if  not  m  jeslice,^ 
to  tbe  public  debtors  embnced  by  its  proviaooi^  vbs^ 
at  the  some  time,  it  ^ould  be  instrumental  in  ctiian?  * 
portion  of  the  debts  now  due  the  United  States,  to  be 
paid,  which  would  otherwise  be  lost  to  ^e  Govemtwnt- 
This  would  be  obvious,  when  tbe  House  sbouU  com- 
der,  as  it  would,  that  Bkany  of  the  public  debtu^  hoti 
princ^Mls  and  sureties,  by  misfMtune,  snd  from  cau"* 
not  within  thor  control,  have  become  entire^  insolveiit; 
that  they  sustain  irreproediable  characters  fcr  integn? 
and  induatryt  and  that  while  psessed  with  the  weigbt  oi 
their  obbgations  to  the  Government,  and  wlOoffA  t» 
means  of  removing  it,  they  are  alike  without  tbe  ability*'" 
the  motive  necessary  to  enable  at  induce  them  sgsin 
commence  business.  So  long  as  an  authority  to  cuinpx'' 
mise  with  them  is  withbeldf  so  long  as  their  penoM*K 
subjected  to  imprisounent,  and  th^  held  respnMbic  w 
tlie  debts  until  they  shall  lave  pwd  them  in  fiill. ^ 
too,  when  tiiey  have  not  Oe  means  of  discborginfT  *^ 
part  of  tbeinr-the  industry,  labor,  and  enterprise  of  ux 
valuable  class  of  our  otixm  are  lost  to  the 
Ftom  thi«  ■toaliQi^  m  diitrtMing  to  ^  ddrton^  v"""" 
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Jfr.  Bhm^a  AreAUm  Sonet. 


[H.  ov  R. 


»mr  ooiresponding  benefit  to  th«  Gorernment,  thia  bill 
reueves  them.  Iteiubles  them  to  obbdn  the  asaistuice  of 
ftienda,  thnnurh  whose  kindneat  *nd  ^neroaty  they  can 
make  ofTera  of  campromiBC,  pay  their  debts  in  part,  and 
be  discharged  from  the  ren^ei  and  thus,  while  the  trca- 
■oiy  is  benefited,  the  imttndiul  debton  are  emd>led  wiee 
man  to  engage  in  the  bustness  of  the  world,  free  from 
the  DTCsaure  of  debt,  and  stimulated'  to  'active  exertion 
by  iLe  conadoiuness  that  tiie  jfhuta  of  their  industry  will 
be  their  own.  The  bill  has  been  drawn  up  with  great 
care,  to  secure  the  Oorerhment  agunrt  attempted  fraud; 
and  if  it  be  obnoxious  to  any  objection,  it  arises  perhaps 
from  what  n^ght  be  thoaght  to  be  the  sererit*  of  some  of 
its  proTisons  upon  the  debtors.  If,  however,  U  be  carried 
into  execution  m  the  spirit  of  its  Taiioui  enactments,  aa  it 
no  doubt  will  be*  a  Ughly  mci^orious  class  of  our  citixeiw 
will  be  raised  from  a  state,  now  of  hopeless  depression,  to 
one  oifeTing  inducements  to  renewed  exertions  in  useful 
employments^  and  a  portion  of  the  claims  against  them, 
which  are  now  of  no  value,  by  reason  of  the  poverty  of 
the  debtors,  will  be  paid  by  the  liberality  of  their  friends. 
Hius  much,  Mr.  H.  oblemd*  he  was  unwilling  to  omit 
Mying,  in  regard  to  the  beneficial  eonsequenees  which 
would  result,  both  to  the  debtors  and  to  the  United  States^ 
abonld  die  bill -become  a  law. 

The  gentleman  fi-tHn  N<Mlh  Carolina  [Mr.  Williaxs] 
had  urged,  as  an  objection  to  the  bill,  (U'  he  understood 
him  correctly,)  that  the  power  proposeid  to  be  vested  in 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  be  given  to  the 
courta  of  the  United  Statesi  and  that  the  ftcts  to  be 
^rondj  m  irtkidi  atone  relief  is  to  be  muted,  ahouM  be 
aseertamed  tbrou|^  the  httemntion  of  a  court  and  jury. 
In  answer  to  tlus  objection,  Mr.  H.  said  that  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  see  why  aU  the  neceassTy  &ctt  could  not  be  ascer- 
twned  by  the  commisrioners  to  be  app<nnted  in  the  man- 
ner provided  by  the  biU,  with  as  much  security  to  the 
Qorerookent  agiunst  fraud,  as  by  any  other  tiibunal. 
They  would  be  equally  competent,  vigiUnt,  and  trurtwor- 
t^.  Their  proceedingi  «4U  be  public,  and  their  means 
of  detecting  fraud  as  ample  as  can  be  deriaedt  and  the 
House  would  perceive  that  the  power  to  affbrd  the  reUef 
authorized  by  the  bill  to  be  given,  could  not  be  vetted  in 
any  court,  fur  the  Secretatr  of  the  Treasury  is  authorised 
to  compromise  the  debts  of  the  applicants^  on  such  terms 
as,  under  all  the  circumstances  attentUng  each  particular 
case,  he  may  deem  equitable  to  the  debtor  and  just  to 
the  Goremmeot.  Mertiieraeourt  of  law  nor  of  eqiuty 
could  execute  such  a  diawetionaiy  power,  it  must  be 
vested  in  some  executive  officer,  and  in  no  one  with  as 
niachpropriety  aa  in  the  officef  atthe  head  of  the  Treasury 
Department.  Mr.  H.  said  he  would  conclude  by  express- 
ing the  hope  that  a  bUl  which  had  in  view  the  twofold 
objectofawarcUngboth  juaticeandequitytoan  unfortunate 
and  meritorious  class  of  public  debtors,  and  of  enabling 
the  Government  to  realize  a  portion  of  debts  due  to  it, 
now  wholly  unctdlectable,  would  reCehre  the  support  of 
every  member-of  the  House. 

Mr.  STORRS,  of  New  York,  abo  replied  to  Mr.  Wil- 
M1.KS,  and  advocated  the  biU. 

Mr.  BEHHfiS  moved  to  limit  ttie  operation  of  the  bill 
totwoyearsi  but,  at  the  niggestion  of  Hr.  ELLSWORTH, 
who  doubted  whether  all  the  eases  would  be  closed  within 
that  time,  the  tttotioD  was  Taried  to  diree  years,  and  thiu 
vasiq[reedto. 

An  appropriatioQ  of  93,000,  to  defray  the  expensea  of 
the  ac^  waa  inserted,  on  nutioB  t£  Mr.  BUCBANANt 
and 

The  bin  wuordered  to  he  ei^nMMj  ftr  a  tfiird  reading. 
Mr..  SniND'S  ARABIAN  HORSES. 

The  foOowing  message  was  received  from  the  Premdent 
of  tbcUuted-flt^: 


7b  tht  Ctmgrmof  lie  United  Stata.- 

I  submit  herewith  to  Congress  a  letter  from  Mr.  Rhind, 
stating  the  drcumstancea  imder  which  he  received  the 
four  Arabian  horses  that  were  brought  by  him  to  the 
United  Statea  from  Turkey.  Thia  letter  will  enable  Con- 
greas  to  dedde  what  oogbt  to  be  done  with  them. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  Mr.  Rhind's  letter. 

Waskixotoh,  jDee.  10,  1830. 

Six:  I  think  it  proper  to  state  the  circumstances  under 
which  I  became  possessed  of  the  Arabian  horses  landed 
from  the  vessel  in  which  I  reached  the  United  Statea  frum 
Turkey. 

Finmn^,  diuinff'  my  resdence  at  Constantinople,  that 
our  Turkish  frieiMS  were  fitr  behind  us  in  many  improve* 
menta,  I  su^^ested  to  the  ministers  several  which  were  of 
great  use  to  them;  and,  after  closing  the  buMneaa  of  the 
negotiation,  much  of  my  time  wasoccupied  in  giving  them 
draughts,  schemes,  andelucidations.  The  Sultan,  I  under- 
stood, took  great  uiterest  in  these  suggestions,  and  manr 
inquiries  were  made  of  me,  by  lua  request,  to  all  of  whicA 
I  mbrded  tiie  beat  explanation  in  my  power. 

It  being  custontary  at  ^at.  court  for  tiie  person  who 
negotiates  a  treaty  to  remain  there  until  the  ratifications 
are  exchanged,  or,  by  express  assent  of  the  Forte,  to 
leave  a  person  in  hk  pukce,  1  was,  therefore,  under  the 
necessity  of  appointing  Mr.  Narvoni  to  that  station,  and 
presented  him  in  that  capacity  to  the  Re»  Effendi. 

I  shortiy  thereafter  to(A  final  leave  of  the  Turkish 
ministers. 

Fiadii^  that  no  vessel  would  leave  Turkey  fi>r  the 
United  States  prior  to  the  l«t  of  S^rtember,  I  determined, 
instead  of  remaining  idle  at  Constantinople,  to  proceed 
to  Odessa,  a  voyage  of  three  days,  aiid  make  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  there  for  the  reception  of  our  vesselsi 
having  aceompliahed  tiiis,  I  returned  to  Constantinople  on 
my  way  to  Smyrna,  where  1  waa  to  embark. 

On  reaching  the  cq>ital,  I  had  several  interviev  end 
comnwirocatiooa  with  my  fimner  Turkish  friends,  and 
Bugfgested  other  improvements  m  tiieir  system,  very  gr^ 
tifying  to  them. 

Being  informed  by  the  Reia  Effendi  that  permission 
would  he  granted  me  to  export  one  or  more  Arabian 
horsea^  and  conceiving  that,  whilst  it  .',  ould  be  a  personal 
object  to  myself,  it  would  also  be  a  benefit  to  our  country, 
if  1  succeeded  in  conveyhw  one  to  the  United  States,  I 
visited  the  studs  of  many  or  Oie  nobility,  in  order  -to  sekct 
some,  and  was  on  the  eve  of  closing  for  the  purchase  di 
two,  when,  tile  circumstance  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  Sultan,  he,  on  the  31st  of  August,  directed  four  horse* 
to  be  sent  me  in  bis  name.  Although  this  waa  evident^ 
not  intended  as  a  present  to  me  in  my  official  capacity, 
unce  the  minuters  were  aware  I  could  not  accept  tnem  as 
such,  still  the  gift  was  one  that  eould  not  be  returned 
without  gfiving  offence.  Being  well  informed  that  to  re- 
fuse them  would  be  considered  an  iniult  to  the  Sultu, 
and  would  doubtless  be  attended  with  injury  to  the  in- 
teresta  of  the  United  States,  Hr.  Navoni,  as  well  at 
others,  assured  me  that  I  must  take  them  away  from  Con- 
stantinople, if  I  should  cut  their  throats  and  throw  them 
overboard  the  next  daj^.  1  was  consequentiy  obliged  to 
take  them,  and  relinquish  the  purcfaaae  of  those  I  had  se- 
lected. I  immediEteF)r  had  the  four  hotsea  appraised,  by 
competent  judges  on  the  spot,  and  took  them  with  me 
to  Smyrna. 

Having  no  funds  of  the  United  States,  or  the  means  of 
raising  them,  to  pay  for  their  expenses  and  passage  to 
America,  I  ^pped  them  as  a  commercial  adventure,  in 
the  name  o^  and  fut*  account  of,  the  owners  of  the  ves- 
sel in-whi<^  they  came,  and  from  whom  I  had  secured  an 
individual  credit  on  London  previous  to  laanng  the 
Umted  •tatei.         honei  an  consequentiy  in  Aheir  pot- 
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■eauon;  but,  if  the  Umted  Statet  h«ve  »  clum  fbr  their 
Talue,  I  presume  those  gentlemen  will  pny  it  over,  should 
tbe^  sell  for  more  than  the  expenses  attending-  them, 
which,  of  course,  are  rety  connderable. 
X  8o  ftr  as  regards  myse^  I  am  ready  to  transfer  to  the 
United  States  any  right,  title,  or  interest  I  may  hare  in 
them,  should  it  be  required. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  td  be  your  obedi- 
ent  servant,  CHA8.  RHIND. 

To  the  PmauDSUr  ofiktU.8. 

The  subject  «u  refeRcd  to  the  Comndttee  on  Forrign 
Affaira. 
The  Home  then  adjourned. 

WsnnsnAT,  FsBBiTABT  3S. 
OHIO  RIVER. 
>Ir.  LETCHER,  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Im- 
provement*, to  which  was  referred  the  memorials  from 
mhabitanfs  of  the  States  of  Ohio^  Kentudcf,  aod  Jfiwiuri, 
praying  for  an  appropriation  for  such  an  rniprOTement  %A 
the  Ohio  fiver  as  will  reader  the  same  navigable,  at  all 
■easons,  as  high  up  as  Pittsburgh  for  small  stramboats, 
made  a  &von!ble  report)  which  was  reai^  and  kid  on  the 
table. 

THE  JUDICIART. 

"Hie  resolution  then  came  up  proposing  to  print  6,000 
additional  copies  of  tlie  judidai7  reptnts. 

Mr.  POSTER  resumed  his  remarks,  and  oeeupicd  the 
Boull  residue  of  the  hour.  That  having  e^ired,  he 
stated  that  he  should  conclude,  in  fifteen  minutes  more, 
all  thirt  he  had  to  say  on  the  subject  if  the  House  would 
indulge  bimi  but  the  House  refiued  to  suspend  the  rule. 

WESTERN  ARMORY. 
The  engrossed  bill  ibr  the  erection  of  a  aatjiuiBl  anaoiy 
on  the  Western  waters  was  read  the  third  timei  and  be. 

ing  on  its  passage, 

Hr.  LEA  mok'ed  to  ounmit  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
on  MiTitary  Affairs,  with  instructions  to  amend  the  same 
to  as  tiiat  the  armory  should  be  located  **as  near  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  Union  as  an  eligible  site  can  be 
had." 

Mr.  LEA  rose,  and  said  he  could  not  consent  for  this 
bill  to  be  put  on  its  Anal  passage  in  tlus  House  irithout  yet 
making  an  effort  to  remedy  its  imperftctioni.  The  pre*, 
sure  of  amendments,  and  the  previous  question,  yesterday, 
cut  off  the  opporUiiuty  for  such  a  proposition!  and,  Mr. 
L.  siUd,  he  voted  for  tbie  bill  then,  not  so  much  because  he 
Improved  of  its  present  form,  aafrtnnthe  bope  of  having 
atiodier  opportunity  of  improving  it.  As  the  bill  now 
stands,  the  President  would  have  a  range  of  discretion  In 
selecting  a  site  for  this  contemplated  armory  on  the  We'st- 
em  waters,  almost  from  the  Northern  lakes  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  To  delegate  such  a  discretion  to  the  Executive 
is  derogatory  of  ourselves,  a  dereliction  of  our  own  duty, 
an  abandonment  of  our  own  bunncsa,  and  transferring 
it  to  the  hands  of  another.  If  this  power,  in  the  hands 
of  the  President,  would  be  patronage,  be  ought  not  to 
have  it — if  reqionsibility^  it  should  not  he  thrown  from 
ourselves  on  him.  In  both  respects,  the  transfer  would  be 
unjust  and  unwise.  -  When  such  a  principle  is  involved, 
we  are  not  to  inquire  what  particular  imhvidual  fills  the 
Executive  cliair,  and  sacrifice  that  principle  .to  per- 
sonal confidence,  or,  perbap^  to  the  hope  of  some  very 
contingent  local  advantage.  Mr.  L.  supposed  that  no  one 
would  confflder  hiw  aa  objecting  from  want  confidence 
in  the  present  Executive,  who  might  be  regarded  as 
eminently  qualified  for  such  a  business.  Nol  be  was  not 
disposed  to  transfer  such  a  power  to  any  man*  at  any  time« 
unless  some  great  emergenqr  should  seem  to  require  it; 
and  more  e^>ecially  wouU  he  avoid  it  in  the  present  con- 
jtucturc.  But  what  can  be  the  nectiaMtjr  fcr  auch  aeoiine 


at  any  timef  We  all  admit  the  propriety  of  supplyii^ 
tlie  country  with  arms,  and  that  an  arinory  on  the  Western 
waters  wcHjld  great^  conduce  to  that  deMtable  renilt,  and 
a  maj(»-ity,  no  doubt,  are  in  ikrarof  the  abstrsct  pn^K^ 
tion,  that  it  is  proper  to  hare  Mme  sueh  eatabiishment. 
What,  then,  is  the  difficulty?  Why,  forsooth,  that  there 
are  so  many  ntes  for  tlus  establishment,  that  all  the  wb* 
dom  of  Congress  cannot  make  a  selection  of  any  partioi- 
lar  onei  and  we  are  gravely  told  that  we  must  delegate 
authority  to  the  Prcsoeot  because  we  cannot  agree  among- 
ourselves.  Here  is  a  practical  lesson,  whicli  ought  to  be 
well  studied  by  the  peopLe-of  this  country.  If  many  ar- 
roorin  were  requiredi  no  doubt  we  f^K^d  get  them  all 
liirough  by  some  roeans;  but  one  only  is  mucu  more  diffi- 
cult to  establish  than  many.  And  is  this  confeadou  to  be 
thus  made  public  by  a  Congress  wtuch  professes  a  perfect 
capacity  for  adjusting  all  the  difficulties  in  the  great  bua- 
ness  of  internal  improvement?  How  to  diecrimioate  be- 
tween what  is  or  is  not  national?  How  to  s^ply  a  just 
scale  of  'preference  in  selecting  objects?  and  ^n  fin 
the  practic«l  locations  among  various  contending  rooteaf 
Our  knowledge  of  the  various  interests  and  Xapamflbj 
of  the  wb<^  country  is  so  perfect,  that  we  knew  how  to 
regulate  even  the  rcwds  and  canals  all  over  it;  but  we  arc 
utterly  unable  to  indicate  in  which  end  of  the  Uoioo  we 
desire  a  national  armory.  It  must  be  on  **the  Western 
waters,"  somewhere  between  the  NorUkem  lakxa  and  Ae 
Southern  gulf. 

Mr.  L.  said  it  might  not  be  expected  of  Congress  to 
designate  the  precise  spot  fin:  the  armotyv  but  certainly 
we  ought  to  be  able  to  tell  in  wb^  quarter  of  the  Uaion 
we  dusirc  to  have  it  There  are  two  already:  one  in  the 
Nortli,  at  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  the  other  near  the 
centre,  at  Hatper's  ferry;  andcannot  we  deteroune  on  ttu 
propriety  of  pUcing  the  tlufd  as  &r  towards  the  other  end 
of  uie  Union  as  it  can  be  conveiuentl^  located'  Or  must  - 
we  leave  it  to  Executive  direction,  of  which  we  can  ^peak 
only  with  uncertain^,  bnt  which  migfat  ph>ce  it  fiv  north 
on  the  Western  waten^  fbr  ezMnple,  at  rlitrirarg^  whidi 
seems  disposed  to  arrogate  superior  pretenaiona  on  this 
subject^  and  thus  give  three  armories  in  one  end  the 
Union,  and  leave  ute  other  entirely  destitute? 

Hr.  L.  said  he  did  not  expect  the  co-operation  of  those 
representing  rivml  positions  of  the  West,  lor  hisexpeiwacc 
had  teugfat  him  how  futile  it  was,  in  general,  to  expec^t  1*^ 
berali^y  or  even  justice,  against  sueh  local,  interested  »• 
fiuences.  He  (ud  not  pretend  himself  to  be  entirely 
exempted  frotn  tiiem;  and,  althoiigKno  ste  in  his  district 
might  be  competing  for  this  armory,  yet  his  constituents, 
and  tiie  neighboring  country,  did  not  doubt  that  pubEc  po- 
licy required  the  location  in  that  quarter  somewhere.  Aod 
consitlering  it  as,  perhaps,  the  only  work  for  public  defence 
which  they  could  hope  to  haVe  located  among  them,  they 
took  a  lively  interest  in  the  subject,  and  th«r  preteonons 
were  such  as  to  justify  pressing  them  earnestly  and  confi* 
dently  on>  the  considention  of  Congress.  Mr.  L.  said 
liis  brethren  of  the  West  cotdd  not  suppose  that  he  took 
any  pleasure  in  this  colHsion.  It  seemed  to  be  the  una- 
voidable consequence  of  local  interests,  and  those  wlio 
arc  free  from  such  influences  ooght  to  make  an  in^nrtial 
decision.  He  called  on  gentlemen  front  every  quarltf 
having  no  local  interest  in  the  nutter,  to  settle  the  iaStJ- 
ence  among  those  who  have,  with  enlarged  views  and 
libenvl  principles. 

Mr.  L.  saia  he  did  not  intend  to  discuss  the  compara- 
tive advantages  of  any  of  Uie  particular  sites  in  question. 
He  did  not  expect  Congress  to  do  more  than  to  drcum- 
scribe  the  range  of  selection  within  reasonable  bounds. 
His  proposition  was  one  of  pracdcal  character,  avoiding 
the  ineonveniencea  of  beit^  either  too  genera)  or  too  par* 
ticular.  He  would  support  it  by  a  few  proinineut  consH 
derations,  which  he  conceived  to  be  perfectly  ununrcr* 
able. 
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ir  equalHy  of  distributinn  be  dcnnd>t«>  let  gentlemen 
look  on  a  map  of  the  United  SUtes  with  a  view  to  this  ob- 
J«-ct,  and  see  where  our  two  armories  are  now  located^  and 
tliey  cannot fwl  to  perceive  the  evident  pmtric^  of  locat- 
tn^  the  third  one  as  now  proposed,  WDtea  would  be  on 
some  branch  of  the  TenneMce  river. 

By  thus  loeating  it,  both  tiie  South  and  the  West  would 
be  better  acoommodated  than  either  cotdd  frmn  amr  other  lo- 
cation) and  one  such  armory  would  answer  both  these  parts 
of  the  Union  better  than  two  ntuated  any  where  else. 
This  statement  nay  apnear  bold  in  the  estimation  of  those 
who  hare  not  examineu  the  subject,  but  investif^tion  will 
show  its  literal  correctness.  As  to  the  South,  in  the  first 
place,  front  Virginia  to  Louisiana,  the  streams  hasten  from 
the  high  lands  to  the  AUuiUc  or  tlie  Golf*  affording  but 
little  commimi^  of  inland  navigation  among  any  of  the 
Statesf  but  it  is  remarkable  that  the  waters  of  die  Ten- 
nessee, on  the  other  nde  of  the  higli  lands,  in  maldng  a 
course  corresponding,  in  some  degree,  to  the  coast,  are 
almost  united  with  aU  the  principal  rivers  of  the  Soutli, 
and  aiTording  a  read^  facility,  to  be  continually  improved, 
of  throwing  arms  mto  all  the  South.  Moreover,  the 
price  of  muing  arms  on  the  TennesK*  waters  would  be 


less  than  in  the  South,  by  more  than  the  difference  ofl  up  tlw  bill  respcodng  the  lilk  culture;  but  the  motioo  re* 

transportation.    Gentlemen  of  the  Southare  sensible  of  -     — *  '        — ' 

these  things,  and  are  understood  to  acquiesce  in  the  pro- 
position before  us,  being  without  any  expectation  of  an 


armory  among  tliemselvea  But,  in  supplying  the  Soutli, 
the  Tennessee  must  stand  without  any  rival  m  the  West, 
inasmudi  as  it  completely  intervenes  between  the  South 
and  any  other  Western  stream.  Other  advant^es  for  the 
Southern  supply  will  appear  in  ftvor  of  the  Tennessee, 
while  examining  its  superiority  for  supplying  the  West, 
which  now  comes  in  order. 

On  all  the  Western  a-atera,  there  is  no  great  difference 
'm  ttie  prices  of  labor  and  of  provisions.  The  Tennessee 
country  is  nowhere  surpassed,  if  anywhere  equalled,  in 
variety  and  extent  of  water  power.  It  abounds  in  mine- 
nilaof  miuiy  kinds,  but  especially  in  iron  ore,  from  which 
iron  is  now  sold  cheaper,  perhaps,  than  in  any  other  part 
of  the  Union.  Stone  coal  is  found  in  different  places,  but 
luis  not  yet  been  much  used,  on  account  of  the  abundance 
of  other  fueL  Pittsburg  is,  in  part,  supplied  with  iron 
from  some  purts  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  not  those 
where  iron  is  clieapest — a&ct  of  itself  conclusive  as  to  tlie 
principal  items  of  tlie  calculation.  How  stands  the  com- 
parison as  to  navigation^  The  Tennessee  unites  witli  tlic 
Ohio,  not  fkrabove  the  mouth  of  the  Utter.  If  it  be  devr- 
able  to  have  arms  on  the  Ohio,  either  to  be  retained 
there,  or  to  be  tent  to  any  other  part  of  the  Mississippi  wa- 
ters, they  can  be  taken  down  the  Tennessee  into  the  Ohio, 
at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  The  navigation  of  the  Tennessee 
will  no  doubt  be  grauly  improved;  yet  there  may  always 
be  difficulty,  at  M>me  seasons,  in  ascending  Ute  river,  and 
thus  approaching  the  Southern  Statesi  but  Uie  downward 
iiav-gittion  may  always  be  relied  on,  in  case  of  emei^ncy, 
even  at  lowest  water.  One  otlier  circumstance,  if  other 
tilings  were  equal,  ought  to  be  conclusive.  The  Tennes- 
see is  so  &r  south  as  not  to  be  obstructed  by  ice,  Uke  the 
Ohio  and  more  Northern  rivers.  At  critical  periods,  the 
lower  Mississippi,  and  also  tlie  Southeast,'  might  be  siip- 
phcd  with  arms  from  the  Tennessee  river,  while  tlie  upper 
Ohio  would  be  locked  in  ice.  Add  tu  these  considerations, 
thut  ra  armory  on  the  TennesMe  waters  would  have  per- 
fect security  from  any  public  enemy,  and  would  be  ntu- 
ated most  conveniently  for  that  poptihlion  which  must 
always  be  retied  on  to  vd  in  defending  the  Southern  At- 
lantic and  Gulf  frontier. 

Mr.  J^.  said  he  would  not  consume  time  by  presenting 
otlier  conaideratiolu,  or  by  'enlarging  on  Oiese.  But  be 
would  agun  call  on  the  dismterested  pOTticms  of  the  House 
to  kettle  tlus  controveny,  when  they  have  the  opportunity 
of  doing  sot  in  a  spirit  of  rqiwlity  and  justice,  and  so  as 
Vol.  VII — 50 


to  promote  eeonomv,  by  making  one  annny  answer  the 
purpoeesof  two,  an<i,  by  that  meao^  also^  mccommodaHnr 
two  portions  of  the  Union,  instead  of  one,  and  each  of 
them  better  than  by  any  other  locations. 

Let  us,  at  the  same  time,  sliow  that;we  have  some  capa- 
city for  transactii^  our  own  buuness,  and  not  confess  an 
incapacity,  and  transfer  our  powers  to  another. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  moved  to  amend  Mr.  L»*s  motion, 
by  striking  out  the  location  there  proposed,  and  insertin|f 
"  to  sul>niit  to  tliis  House  the  place  which  he  (the  Presi- 
dent) nuy  select.  Ibr  the  final  ratification  oX  Congress.** 
Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  replied  to  Mr.  Lui  and 
several  others  rising  to  sneak, 

Mr.  VANCE  observeo  that  he  would  have  been  willing 
for  the  bill  to  pass,  though,  in  its  present  shape,  be.wat 
rather  indiiSerent  about  it.  He  did  not,  however,  think  it 
of  suffident  importance  to  consume  the  remainder  of  the 
sesdon,  to  the  excluHoo  of  all  other  bunnessi  and  be, 
therefore,  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table,  (tantamount  to  rejection,)  yeas  98,  nays  56. 

Mr.  SPENCER,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to  suspend 
the  rule,  for  tlte  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  move  to  take 


quiring  two-thirds,  was  lost. 

PISTBICT  AFFAIRS. 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  imn^de 
for  the  app<nntment  of  commissioners  to  digest,  prepare, 
and  report  to  Congress,  at  the  next  session  thereof,  a  code 
of  statute  lavs,  civil  and  criminal,  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Some  debate  arose  on  the  expediency  of  tlus  bill,  in 
which  it  wss  opposed  by  Messrs.  WilXIAHS  and  BU- 
CHANAN,  and  was  advocated  by  Mesm.  MERCER  and 
DODDRIDGEt  and,  after  an  unauccestfiil  motion  to  Iqr 
it  on  the  tal)^. 

The  bill  WH  ordered  to  be  enpiMHd  for  •  third  rca^ 
ing<— 7Q  to  73. 

Tbvbsbax,  Fiucanx  34. 

PUBLIC  1>0CUMENT8. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  MassaehuaetU,  fi«m  the  CommitteA 
on  the  Library,  reported  a  bill  mc^nff  provision  ibr  n 
subscription  to  a  compilation  of  congressional  documenti^ 
[from  the  commencement  of  the  Government  to  tlie  burn- 
ing of  the  cafutt^  in  1614 — proposed  to  be  compiled  sod 
printed     Gales  &  Beaton)]  winch  beti^  twice  raid, 

Mr.  EVKRETl',  referring  to  tiie  expedieranr,  indeec^ 
necesnty  of  the  work,  movM  that  it  be  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  LEA  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  EVEREIT  opposed  the  motim,  u  conudtaeii^ 
atthisstwe  of  the  sesnoo,  would  be  tnntuKNint to  aw* 
jection  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  negatived  61  to  74. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  md  Mr.  HOFFMAN  iwds  aooie  n- 
marks  in  oppo«ti«i  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  LEA  then  moved  that  the  biU  be  bid  on  the  table. 

On  tiiia  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and 
being  86  to  86,  the  SrEiKaa  voted  in  the  affiraHtiTei  and 
the  bill  was  bud  on  the  table. 

mSTBICT  OF  OOLUMBU. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of 
commiasioncn  to  prepare  a  code  of  laws  wr  tiie  IMstrict 
of  Columbia,  wsa  resid  the  tlurd  time,  and  the  question 
on  its  passage  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nay^  and  being  ycai 
76,  nays  96,  the  bill  WM  rgeeted. 
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INTERNAL  INPROVBHENTS. 

The  Houae  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bUl 
malcinf  atppropriationt  for  ctrrying  on  cerlsin  roads  and 
works  of  internal  improremcnt,  and  providing  for  «ir- 

Some  debase  aroae  on  an  objection  by  Hr.  CARSON  to 
the  appropriation  of  ftre  thousand  dollars  for  a  military 
road  m  the  State  of  Maine— in  which  Mr.  C.  opposed  it, 
and  Messrs.  VERPLANCK  and  ANDERSON  nippo|ited 
ht  and  the  appropriation  was  finalljr  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PETTIS  moved  to  amend  the  Hem  for  improving 
the  Ohio  and  Miasotm  riverSi  hy  inserting  ■<  Maaouri/' 
and  adding  at  the  end, 

"And  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  cause  to  be  expended  a  part  of  the  said  sum 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  removing  obstructions  to  the 
navigation  of  ^e  Missouri  river,  within  the  limits  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  in 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  34th  Itlay,  1834,  for  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  if  it 
be  ascertained  that  the  obstnictions  to  the  navigation  of 
the  Missouri  are  of  equal  or  greater  importance  than  those 
remaining  to  be  removed  From  the  Ohio  and  M^ssisnppi 
rivers."  Mr.  P.  earnestly  supported  hlsamcndment,  but 
it  was  nefftoived. 

On  the  Item  of  fiffy  thousand  dollars  for  tlie  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers, 
a  long  debate  toolc  place.  It  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
ARCHER  at  some  length,  on  principle,  as  well  as  on  the 
inexpediency  and  inutility  of  the  particular  appropriation. 
From  the  nature  of  the  river,  the  obstructions  could  not 
be  permanently  removed,  and  he  wished  to  know  how 
longtheae  appropriations  would  be  necessary.  The  ap- 
propriation was  advocated  by  Mr.  WICKLIFFE  and  Mr. 
CROCKETT~by  the  latter  gentleman  repeatedlyt  and 
Messrs.  VERPLANCK  and  GILMORE  participated  in  the 
defence  of  the  item.    It  was  eventually  agreed  to. 

On  Uie  item  of  one  hundred  and  fif^  mot&and  dollars 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Qluo  coming  up  for  con- 
currence, 

Mr.  LEA  objected  to  the  bill  on  the  ground  of  its  com- 
prising so  many  hetcr(^«neous  objects;  and  moved  to 
recommit  the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  analogous 
appropriations  classed  in  separate  bills.  He  said  it  was 
dimailt  to  aay  what  committee  should  be  selected  to  make 
tliis  assortment.  Sir,  said  he,  tliis  ^sh  is  a  sort  of  French 
cookery,  which  requires  almost  a  chemical  process  todii- 
tinguisli  the  original  elements  of  which  it  ta  composed. 
Wberc  did  it  come  front?  Originally  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Meansi  but  B«me  ingredients  have  been 
added  to  it  since.  Andvhatisitnow?  A  mixture  of  more 
variety,  probably,  for  the  aggregate  amount  of  it,  than 
was  ever  befiM  presented  to  this  House — not  a  varic^  of 
items  so  much  as  of  principle.  One  class  consists  or  im- 
provements in  territ'^Ses,  about  which  there  is  not  mucli, 
but  some,  ^versit^  of  opinion.  Another  class  exhibits 
what  is  called  »  militaiy  road  in  the  State  of  >faine,  liav- 
ing  a  Afferent  divinon  of  advocates  and  opponents.  A 
third  class  consists  of  a  general  appropiiatiiHi  for  surveys 
of  national  character,  involving  au  that  fiurago  of  political 
metaphysics  with  which  we  are  accosted  at  every  turn, 
whicn  every  body  professes  to  understand,  and  nobody 
can  explain;  which  answers  certain  purposes  in  theory, 
but  vanishes  in  practice.  A  fourth  class  seeks  the  im- 
provement of  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  by  removing 
what  are  called  '*  partial  and  temporary  impediments"  to 
navigationt  and  ttus  is  to  be  done  under  an  alleged  dis- 
tinction between  improvements  for  foreign  commerce  and 
other  internjd  improvements;  and  thus  the  constitution 
would  seem  to  be  stamped  on  a  sheet  of  elastic  gum,  to 
be  extended  as  circumstances  may  require.  Rut  1  ihn 
yet  at  a  loss  to  know  how  Cu-  it  may  be  extended,  or  of 
whkt  magiutt^  may  be  the  objects  of  this  powerf  A 


mimimtf  before  they  shall  iwe  into  importance  enough  to 
belong  to  that  other  grade  of  nationality.  This  can  clear 
away  small  obstructimis,  sand  bars,  and  anti-national  snanj 
that  can  remove  mountains.  The  fifth  and  last  class  is  an 
example  of  our  higltest  potency,  and  goes  for  a  thorough 
improvement  of  the  Ohio  river  as  far  up  as  Pittsburg. 
.  Mr.  Speaker,  can  you  tell  me  wliat  committee  is  laoA 
entitled  to  this  bill?  That  of  Ways  and  Means,  it  seems 
to  me,  is  amonr  the  last  that  ought  to  have  any  thing  to 
do  with  it  What  have  we?  Territorial  workai  military 
roadi  national  surveyst  commercial  obstructioas;  great 
national  improvements!  Sir,  I  move  that  it  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Internal  Improvements,  with  instructiona  to  re- 
port separate  bills  for  tliese  various  classes  of  objects. 
How  are  we  to  vote  on  this  compound.'  It  is  unjust  to 
compel  members  to  do  so.  No  two  of  these  rjasse^  sub- 
mitted separately,  could  get  the  same  vote  in  Ih'is  House. 
It  Is  not  tlie  case  of  many  items,  alt  resting  on  tlie  same 
principle;  and  even  there  it  is  wrong  to  have  an  exten- 
sive combinationt  but  all  these  classes  depend  on  differ- 
ent principles,  in  the  estimation  of  some  gentlemen  herci 
and  must  Uiey  swallow  poison,  or  not  eat  at  all^ 

Mr.  Speaker,  these  combinations  are  unfavorable  to 
thecorrectnesaand  thepurityof  our  Legislature.  Human 
frailty  ought  not  to  be  thus  tempted  to  do  what  is  wrong, 
rather  than  forego  some  particular  advantage.  ]  speifc 
on  acknowledged  principles;  and,  taUng  to  myself  what 
1  impute  to  others,  I  repeat  the  idea,  that  the  practice  of 
such  combinations  is  alarmingly  dangerous  to  the  purity 
of  our  actions  here.  Who  mllingly  trusts  himself  in  such 
a  case,  forfeit^  in  some  degree,  tlie  confidt:nce  of  others. 

On  this  motion,  and  the  item  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  considerabte  debate  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  LEA,  ARCHER,  VERPLANCK,  CARSON,  and 
SUTHERLAND  Joined. 

Mr.  CROCKETT sMd  he  was  opposed  to  the  motion  to 
recommit,  for  several  reasons.  First,  the  object  of  the 
motion  was  to  destroy  the  passage  of  the  bill.  It  was  late 
in  the  session,  and,  if  recommitted,  the  bill  could  not  be 
acted  upon  at  the  present  session. 

We  expected  to  hear  the  doctrines  advanced  by  that 
gentleman;  we  heard  h:s  sentiments  a  year  ago  upon  the 
ptinciple.  For  his  own  part,  Mr.  C.  snid,  he  had  alwayi 
supported  the  spitcm  or  internal  improvements,  and,  as 
he  expected  to  be  conristcnt,  he  should  continue  to  sup- 
port that  system  upon  principle,  at  least  until  he  was  bet- 
ter infonned  than  at  present.  .  Although,  said  Mr.  C,  our 
great  man,  at  the  head  of  the  nation,  has  changed  his 
course,  I  will  not  cliange  mine.  I  would  rather  be  po- 
litically dead  than  hypocritically  immortalized.  The  more 
I  become  acquainted  with  the  great  value  of  the  impmre- 
ments  in  question,  the  more  I  am  satisfied  of  their  utlLty 
in  a  imtional  point  of  view.  I  presume  the  improvement 
of  the  Ohio  and  Klississippi  rivers  is  as  much  a  work  of 
national  importance  as  any  improvement  in  the  country. 
At  the  commencement  of  that  work  it  may  have  been 
slighted  by  the  managers,  but  I  am  persuaded  tliat  no  man 
acquainted  with  the  mode  now  pursued  can  doubt  the 
expediency  of  continuing  it. 

The  gentleiT^ui  from  Virginia  asks  how  long  this  appro- 
propriation  is  to  be  continued?  I  answer,  as  hmg  as  the 
Mississippi  runs.  What  is  money  compared  witli  tiic  Uvea 
of  tiie  people  engaged  upon  that  rirer;  or  the  appro[iria> 
tion  compared  with  the  amount  of  property  which  fi^iais 
up<m  it?  Sir,  the  produce  of  thirteen  States  finds  its  mar- 
ket by  means  of  these  rivers. 

Those  State  rights  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  ap- 
propriations by  the  General  Gavernm(.'nt  for  purposes  of 
internal  improvement,  may  think  that  the  navigation  of 
those  rivers  ought  to  be  improved  by  the  States.  I  sliould 
like  to  know  what  Slate  is  to  take  cfiarge  of  the  Mt5si»«p- 

Ei,  and  to  clear  tlie  obstructions  of  tliat  river.  Sir,  I  do 
c^e  the  qnestion  vUl  be  tsikcn,  tlut  we  AM  adipt  the 
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amendment     the  gentleman  ftom  Kenttich7,  and  pass  the 

b'Ol. 

My  colleagfue  [Mr.  Polk]  says  he  hopes  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  surreys  will  be  stricken  out — I  hope  !t  witl 
not.  He  says  he  has  been  a  supporter  of  the  present  act- 
miiuatration,  and  tiiat  he  still  supporti  it  I  was  also  a 
•tipporter  of  this  administratton  after  it  came  into  power, 
and  until  the  Chief  M^istratc  changed  the  principles 
wlitch  he  professed  before  his  election.  When  ne  quitteil 
those  principles,  I  quit  him.  I  am  yet  a  Jackson  man  in 
principles,  but  not  in  name.  The  name  is  nothing.  1 
support  tltose  principles,  but  not  men.  I  shall  insist  dpon 
it  tiiat  I  am  still  a  JacKson  man,  but  General  Jackson  is  not; 
be  has  become  a  Van  Btiren  man.  1  hope  the  motion  to 
recommit  will  nat  prevail. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  lost — yeaa  69,  nays  107. 

Mr.  POLK  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropriation 
ortwcntj'-fiTe  thousand  dollars  for  surveys,  ana  argued  at 
some  length  againntthe  appropriation.  Mr.  BUCHANAN 
and  Mr.  CROCKETT  advocated  the  appropriation,  and 
the  question  being  taken  on  striking  it  out,  it  was  nega- 
tived by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS.— .Uc»rs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Angel,  Archrr,  Barnwell,  James  Blair,  Bockee,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Cambrelcng,  Campbell,  Carson,  Chandler, 
Clfubome,  Chy,  Coke,  Conner,  Craig,  Crocheron,  Da- 
venport, Desha,  De  Witt,  Draper,  Drayton,  Earl),  Pind- 
Liy,  Foster,  Fry,  Gaither,  Gordon,  Hall,  Halsey,  Holland, 
Hoffman,  Cave  Johnson,  Perkins  King,  Lea,  Lent,  Lewis, 
Lo}-all,  Lumpkin,  Magce,  Thoa.  Maxwell,  McCoy,  Mcln- 
tire,  NuckoUs,  Patton^  Pet^  Polk,  Potter,  Itcnclier, 
Ttoanc,  Sanfbttl,  Aug.  M.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Speight, 
Taliaferro,  Wiley  Thompson,  Trezvant,  Tucker,  Camp. 
P.  White,  Wickliffc,  Wilde,  Will'ams.— 66. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Bartley,  Bates, 
Baylor,  Beekman,  John  Blair,  Boon,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Surges,  Butman,  Cahoon,  Childs,  Chilton,  Clark,  Cole- 
man, Condict,  Cooper,  CouHer,  Cowles,  Crane,  Crawford, 
Crockett*  Creighton,  Crowninslueld,  John  Davis,  Deber- 
ty,  Denny,  Doddridge,  Dudle>',  Duncan,  Eager,  Ells- 
worth, Geoi^e  Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Horace  Everett, 
Flncb,  Pord,  Forward,  Gilmore,  Grcnnell,  Gurley,  Haw- 
kins, Hem]ihill,  Hodges,  Howard,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Hunt- 
ington, Ihne,  Thomas  Irwin,  William  W.  Irvin,  Isacks, 
Johns,  Richard  H-  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kennon,  Kincaid, 
Lcavitt,  Lccomptc,  Letcher,  Lyon,  Martindale,  Lewis 
Maxwell,  HcCreery,  McDuffie,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell, 
Muhlenberg,  Pearce,  Pietson,  Ramsey,  Randolph,  Reed,' 
ItlchanUon,  Rose,  Russel,  Scott,  William  B.  Shepard,  Sill, . 
Smith,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Richu^  Spencer,  Spngg,  Stan- 
befy,  Standefer,  Stcrigere,  Kenrj-R.  Storrs,  William  L. 
Storra,  Stroiig,  Sutherland,  Swann,  Swift,  Taylor,  Test, 
John  Thomson,  Tracy,  Vance,  Vanuim,  Verplanck,  Vin- 
ton, Washington,  Wluttles^,  Edward  D.  White,  Wilson, 
Ya;>cey,  Young. — 109. 

llie  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  ft  third 
reading;  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

FsniaT,  FuKuaiT  35. 

THE  JUDICIARY. 

The  House  took  up  the  resolution  of  Mr.  C.  P.  Wuiti, 
propoung  to  print  Ax  thousand  additional  copies  of  the 
reports  pro  and  eon  of  the  Judicnary  committee,  on  the 
propriety  of  repcahng  the  twcnty-fifm  section  of  the  judi- 
ciary act  ofl789. 

Mr.  FOSTER  resumed  the  floor  in  fiivor  of  the  repeal, 
and  spoke  halfanluivirinconchision  of  his  renuixka{  when 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maine,  rose,  and  observed  that  it  could 
now  no  longer  be  8ai<l  that  those  who  coincided  with  the 
report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  had  not  had  full 
opporbtni^  for  discussing  the  question  and  iflvocating 


their  views.  He  would,  therefore,  now  move  the  pre- 
vious questions  which  being  seconded, 

Mr.  PETTIS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  but  they 
were  refiised. 

Mr.  STERIGERE  moved  tint  the  resolution  lie  on  the 
table.  Negatived. 

The  previous  question  was  then  canied,  sad  tlie  que*> 
don  beinff  put  on  the  adoption  of  the  resohitiOn,  it  was  de- 
dded  in  the  affirmattre— jreas  lAXt,  ni^  32. 

^  PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVERETT,  of  ftUss.,  the  rule  was 
suspended,  (two-thirds  concurring,)  for  the  purpose  of 
takmg  up  the  bill  laid  on  the  table  yesterday,  to  authorize 
a  subscription  to  Gales  and  Seaton's  compilation  of  the  do- 
cumenta  of  Congress  prior  to  the  burning  of  the  capitolf 
and  tiie  bill  was  then  taken  up — 94  to  7b. 

Ur.  WICKLIFFE  opposed  the  bill,  and  Mr.  CHILTON 
advocated  it. 

Mr.  CONDICT  then  moved  the  previooa  question,  and 
the  motion  was  seconded,  and  earned  by  yeas  uid  nays — 

87  to  82. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  moved  a  caU  of  the  House,  but  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  engrossing  the  bill  for  a 
third  reading,  and  carried  by  yeas  and  nays — ^93  to  92. 

INDIAN  TREATIES. 

The  Bouse  thch  went  into  committee,  Mr.  Polx  in  the 
cliur,  on  sundry  appropriation  bills.  The  first  taken  up 
was  the  bill  fur  carrying  into  eflect  certain  IncUan  treaties. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  moved  to  inert  an  apotopriation  of 
eigli^  thousand  dollars  for  carrying  into  enect  the  Choe- 
Uw  treaty  recently  ratified  by  the  Setiate.  He  moved 
the  amendment  by  direction  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  not  because  he  felt  any  necessity  for  it 
himself. 

Mr.  BATES,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  regretted  not 
to  see  the  chairman  of  the  Comtmttee  on  Indian  Affairs  in 
his  phice.  In  this  dark  sea  he  thought  tbe'House  had  s 
riglit  to  know  from  the  pilot  by  what  course,  or  what  star, 
it  was  sailing.  If  the  Indiana  are  the  citizens  <^tlie  Slates, 
and  subject  to  tiie  jurisdiction  of  the  States,  as  contended 
for,  he  would  thank  any  disciple  of  the  school  of  strict 
construction,  or  of  any  other,  to  show  the  authority  of 
this  Government  to  purchase  their  land,  to  remove 
or  educate  them  as  proposed.  Mr.  B.  said  some  of  his 
eonsHtuents  wished  to  sell  their  landa^  and  would  be  very 
thankful  if  the  Government  would  buy  them  out  and  aid 
in  their  removal.  If  the  Indians  are  in  fact  independent 
nations  or  tribes,  as  he  supposed  they  were,  then  no  dif- 
ficult appears  in  the  case;  hut  if  they  are  citizens  of  the 
States,  and  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States,  he  saw 
no  power  in  the  Grovermnent  to  interfere.  The  policy 
seems  to  be,  to  consider  them  as  independent  for  all  pur* 
poses  beneficial  to  us,  and  as  citizens  for  all  purposes  pre- 
judicial to  them.  He  hoped  some  one  of  thecoramittea 
woidd  fiivor  the  House  with  tiidr  views  upon  tl^  obscure 
subject,  that  its  course  onght  be  uiuform. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  said  that  he  did  not  intend  at  that  late 
hour  (being  10  o'clock  P.  H.)  to  make  an  Indian  speech. 
No,  nr,  said  Mr.  L.,  I  have  more  respect  for  myself,  and 
for  the  House,  than  to  consume  a  moment  of  time,  that 
may  not  be  demanded  in  reply  to  the  gemleman  who  had 
preceded  him  in  tiibddiate. 

I'he  chsjrman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meanr, 
who  proposed  this  amendment,  had  ii^rmed  the  House 
tliat  the  sum  spedfled  was  neceanry  to  meet  the  stipula- 
tions contained  in  the  Choctaw  treaty. 

We,  said  Mr.  L.,  not  only  have  the  gentleman*s  word 
for  it,  but  the  Presdent  of  the  United  States  lias  sent  the 
treaty  itself  to  the  UcHise,  that  every  gentleman  may  ex- 
amine it  for  himselft  and  he  who  will  take  the  trouble  to 
do  so,  will  not  only  find  that  the  gross  sum  of  ^;h(ythoa> 

Digitized  by  GooQle 


791 


GALES  &.  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


792 


[Fib.  35,  1S31. 


mnd  dolUn  m  rMjoired,  but  he  will  see  the  guardian  emre 
of  true  friendaliip  mualated  to  these  mhw  at  the  fotcst, 
in  Ae  vmrioui  item  which  mke  that  gnm  amount. 

lie  win  tee  provMiani  imde  for  achooi^  chorehei^  the 
wechenie  arte,  end  IbrfimMlunfrdiese  people  with  catUct 
to  grmze  and  roam  and  niattipijr  in  tile  beau^l  natural 
Beadowa  of  tiieir  new  Western  minie* 

Sir,  said  Hr.  I*,  1  must  expreai  aome  surprise,  with  all 
■nr  respect  for  tiie  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee 

Ways  and  Means,  [Ur.  UcDuftis,]  at  the  view  which 
he  has  taken  of  this  subject.  He  tell»  you  that  be  pro- 
posed ttua  amemlmeni,  rather  as  a  performance,  of  a  duty 
which  derolred  on  him  from  the  poKtion  whtdi  he  occu- 
pies u  a  member  of  this  House,  tlum  from  a  beUcf  tiiat  die 
apprtmriation  is  necessary  to  carry  the  treaty  into  eflfect. 

He  has  arrived  at  the  conduaon  that  the  bill  of  the  last 
aession  providing  for  tlie  emigration  of  the  Indians  affords 
to  the  Executive  tlie  necessary  fands  to  comply  with  the 
stiputationa  of  the  Choctaw  treaty,  and  coiaequently  that 
the  appropriation  of  eighty  thouwul  doUsn  is  unneces- 
sary. Hr.  L.  sud  he  must  beg  teave  to  After  with  the 
honwable  reiitlemsn;  he  [Hr.  L.]  concurred  w;th  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  the  construction  which 
he  had  placed  upon  the  Indian  bill  of  the  last  sesKon.  No- 
thing in  that  bill  could  be  fountl  to  authtH^ize  the  building 
of  scbool.houses,  churches,  and  the  purchase  of  cattle, 
'  (and  other  items  contuned  in  the  treaty.)  for  the  Indiana 
who  might  emigrate  ftmn  the  east  to  the  west  of  the  Hia- 

"It^  Prewlcnt  of  the  United  Sta'es,  and  his  political 
Kends  who  coindde  in  lua  vieW4  on  the  subject  of  Indian 
•DUgntion,  are  not  only  the  professed  friends  of  the  red 
man,  but  they  are/rienua  in  reality;  they  are  ttisposcd  to 
prove  their  &ith  by  their  works;  they  not  only  wisli  to  re- 
move tiie4ni£ans  from  the  States,  but  they  are  anxiously 
disposed  to  better  their  condidon,  and,  if  possible,  elevate 
their  character,  and  add  to  the  comfort  and  welfare  of 
these  perishing  remnants  of  the  abori^nal  rase  of  tliis  voat 
continent.  Every  oonnderation  of  justice,  magnaniuKty, 
and  enligfatened  policy,  connected  witli  the  present  and 
future  histtHy  of  our  republic,  demands  at  our  hands  a  libe- 
ral ptdicy  towards  the  Indians.  On  subjects  relating  to 
the  diabunement  of  public  money  to  promote  the  interest 
of  the  Indians,  we  duMild  not  bentate  to  be  Uieral.  In 
the  present  case  ereiy  expenditure  contemplated  will  not 
only  be  rdmbursed  to  the  trea^iiy,  from  the  proceeds  of 
the  lands  acquired  from  tlK  Choctaws,  but  a  very  conade- 
fable  atrplus  will  arise  from  tliat  source.  Hie  friends  of 
emigration  stand  pre-eminent  in  libenlity  to  the  Indians. 
The  enemies  of  this  policy,  prodigal  in  public  expendi- 
tures generalljr,  are  peat  econoousts  tonclui^  all  appro- 
priations rehtoM"  to  the  comfort,  im^ovement,  and  pros- 
peiity  of  the  Indiana. 

But,  if  the  destiny  of  heaven  does  not  forbid  it.  Presi- 
dent Jackson,  and  his  friends  who  c<M>perate  witl)  him, 
will  evince  to  the  world,  that,  notwi^anding  the  obsta- 
cles thrown  in  their  way  by  their  opponent  they  have 
been  successfully  engaged  in  a  voti.  founded  in  wifr 
dom,  benevolence,  and  christian  philanthropy.  Mr.  L. 
sud  he  would  now  call  upon  hit  MMsachusetfo  opponents, 
£Mesm.  Bans  and  Etibctt,]  as  well  as  all  their  co- 
worken^  to  prove  the  sinceri^  of  thdr  professed  friend- 
ship to  Oie  Indians,  by  their  votes.  Tlie  case  pretented, 
aaid  Hr.  L.,  is  nmply  this:  will  you  leave  the  Indians  in 
their  new  Western  homes — naked  and  destihitef  Or  will 
you  provide  for  their  comfort,  instruction,  and  bmcftt,  ac- 
o(H^ng  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty? 

The  Premdent  and  his  friends  have  a  thousand  times 
been  fidsely  accused  of  entertaining  unkind  and  oppres- 
sive views  towards  tlie  Indians,  as  (Hsreganling  their  inte- 
rest, and  only  denruig  their  renumil,  from  sclfis!)  and  im- 
moral eot»Uteration^ 

Now,  i!r,  said  Mr.  L-,  if  i'resident  Jackson  and  tlie 


Georgians  were  nnt  the  true  friends  and  bene&ctws  of  the 
Indians,  they  would  be  entirely  indifferent  upon  Uie  sub' 
ject  of  Ibis  apprapriation.  The  jnoraions  of  the  Indian 
Irill  of  the  hat  sMsion  pioridee  aft  die  requisite  means  for 
the  removal  of  the  Imfians.  Dut«  by  the  late  treaty  with 
the  Choctaws^  forther  stipulations  Ittve  been  entered  into, 
highly  in^rtant  to  the  interest  of  the  IntUana.  The  Sen- 
ate have  tati&ed  that  treaty.  The  appropriation  of  the 
money  is  now  asked  of  this  House— and  with  astonislimeat 
we  sec  tlie  whole  of  the  piditical  misnonaries  place  them- 
selves in  the  most  hostile  attitude  to  the  interest  of  their 
red  brethren  and  beloved  altes,  the  Indivu,  who  have 
so  often  been  partbeticaUy  wept  over  by  thnr  pretended 
friends  in  different  sections  of  ttus  Umon. 

Since  the  commeoceoient  of  the  present  senon  of  Con< 
gresB,  have  we  not  seen  the  proceedings  of  the  Leg-'sla- 
ture  of  the  State  of  Uaasachusetta  assuming  the  prert^- 
tive  of  sitting  in  judgment  upon  heathen  anairs  in  gene- 
ral. Hiejr  liave  modestly  denounced  General  Jaduon 
and  Geor^^  They  have  instnicted  their  Senatwa  and 
lleprescntatives  in  Congress  to  use  their  influence  to  recti- 
fy the  supposed  wrongs  of  the  President  and  Georgia,  which 
they  have  been  deemed  guihy  of,  in  what  the  jjeg^dature 
of  Massachusetts  consdcrs  violations  of  Indian  rights  and 
sovereignty.  Their  Kepresentadves  here  [Messra.  Batm 
and  EviaiTT]  have  fiuthfully  obeyed  their  instructions. 
And  how  have  they  done  itr  By  making  speeches  on 
matters  and  things  in  geneAl,  relating  to  Indian  afiairs^ 
By  attempting  to  wrest  from  the  Preaadcntof  the  United 
States  his  ofticial  prerogative  and  discretion  in  the  mode 
of  the  payment  of  Indian  anmntie^  and  making  him  sub- 
servient to  tltc  power  of  Pre^dent  Ross  and  his  Northern 
allies?  By  withholding  the  means  of  complying  witti  treaty 
stipulations?  And  by  endeavoring  to  provoke  Georgia 
and  her  puUlc  functionaries  to  acts  of  indiscretioa  ^  The 
plan  of  our  opponents,  cud  lir.  L.,  is  obvious.  With  all 
their  professions  of  derotion  to  the  interest  of  the  Indian^ 
their  conduct  proves  they  care  nothing  about  tlicm,  fur- 
ther titan  to  use  tliem  as  a  pretext  to  irritate,  agitate,  and 
goad  on  the  South  to  acts  indiscretion.  'I'o  weaken 
the  bonds  of  the  Union,  by  cai^ng  the  Southern  States 
to  commit  hasty  acts  of  imprudence,  that  may  palliate  or 
plead  an  apology  for  tlie  dengns  and  measures  of  the 
North,  in  days  Uwt  have  gone  by.  1  trust  that  my  belov- 
ed South  will  not  be  burned  on  to  any  act  of  iudiacretion. 
Tliat  wc  may  not  suffer  our  affections  to  be  alienated  from 
the  people  of  any  ponitm  of  this  Union  by  the  vaiious 
provocations  of  tltose  who  are  engaged  in  the  unholy  works 
of  discord  and  distraction,  i  liavc  neither  time  nor  dispo- 
sition, said  Mr.  L-,  to  notice  all  the  absurdities  of  our  op- 
ponents. I  must  draw  to  »close,  byadmoiushii:^  our  op- 
lionents  to  cast  the  beam  out  of  their  own  eye,  before  th^ 
attempt  to  meddle  with  the  mote  in  the  eye  of  otheta. 

Sir,  sud  Mr.  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  having 
long  since  destroyed  ami  consumed  their  own  Indianj^  i» 
their  own  way,  without  molestation  from  any  body,  I 
would  advise  them  not  to  interfere  longer  with  the  South- 
em  SiMes  in  the  efforts  wluch  they  are  making  to  save 
thuir  Indtana. 

Georgia  understands  her  constitotional  rights,  and  she 
will  preserve  them.  **  No  new  State  shall  be  formed  out 
of  any  part  of  any  State,  or  parte  of  States,  of  this  (luon, 

wltlioat  the  coiuent  of  the  legislatures  of  tlie  States  con- 
cerned, as  well  as  the  Cong^reas  of  the  United  States." 

Congress  has  no  constitutional  power  to  prejudice  the 
claims  of  any  State  of  tliis  Union  to  ite  territori«l  rigbts  of 
J  urisdictloii.  Moreover,  it  is  the  imperative  coiutitutional 
duty  of  the  United  Statea  tj)  protect  each  and  every  Stete 
of  the  Union,  not  only  from  invasion,  but  from  domestic 
violence.  Again:  'I'hc  cntimrrstion,  in  the  const tutior,  of 
certain  ri^lits  "iJiaU  not  be  construed  to  deny  ordisp*- 
nge  otlien,  retained  by  die  people."  Ninth  amendmiat 
ol  the  cuiiatitutioo. 
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Ag«in,  tenth  tracndmern  of  the  constitution:  "The 
powers  not  delected  to  the  United  Stmtes  by  the  eonsti- 
tution,  nor  prohibited  to  it  by  the  States,  mre  reserved  to 
the  States  respectivel/t  or  the  people.'* 

Eleventh  amendment:  '*Th<e  jurisdictional  power  of 
the  United  States  ahall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any 
suit  in  law  or  equity  commenced  or  prosecuted  against 
any  of  the  United  States,  or  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  any 
foreign  State." 

Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  my  State  is  amply  and  fulty  sustained 
in  all  her  acts,  deeds,  and  doctrines  upon  the  ▼arloua  In- 
dian subjects — by  the  plain  letter  and  obvious  spirit  of  the 
constitution  of  tbe  United  States  ■and  I  Imtc  taken  a  so- 
lemn oath  to  suppett  that  instrwnent. 

Mr.  STORRS,  uf  New  York,  detured  to  know  whether 
the  treaty  was  before  the  House.  It  was  unprecedented 
to  vote  an  appropriatim  to  carry  a  treaty  into  effect  be- 
fore the  President  communicated  a  copy  of  it  to  the  House. 
Ho  such  communication,  he  was  informed,  had  been  made, 
and  he  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  DWIOHT  was  not  solicitous  about  the  amendment, 
but  be  stated  tiMt  tus  object  was  embraced  in  the  general 
appropriation  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  last  year ;  but 
that  appropriation  had  not  been  touched  i  it  remained  in  the 
treasuty,  and  would  go  to  the  surplus  fund,  and  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  make  a  new  appropriation  for  this  object,  if  it 
was  to  be  effected. 

Mf*.  McDUFFlE  observed  he  was  indiiTcrent  about  the 
fate  of  the  amendment  in  cmuinttee.  He  had-offered  it 
now,  that  he  might  be  able  to  offer  it  in  the  House  whim  a 
copy  of  di«  treaty  ahoukl  be  received. 

The  amendment  was  then  rejected  without  a  count. 


INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Tlie  committee  took  up  the  bill  making  appropriation) 
for  Mrtain  harbors,  and  providing  for  certain  surveys. 

Mr.  LEA  moved  to  increase  the  appropriation  lor  the 
improvement  of  tb«  Tennessee  river  from  five  hundred  to 
five  thousand  dollars,  and  to  indnde  the  branches  that 
river;  wluch  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAWKINS,  of  New  York,  moved  an  appropriation 
of  five  thousand  doilars  for  removing  the  bar  from  the 
mouth  of  Black  river,  on  Lake  Ontario;  which  smendment 
Mr.  HOWARD  opposed,  and  Mr.  HAWKINS  explained 
and  earnestly  advocated,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  an  appropriation 
of  fire  thousand  dollars  to  remove  certain  shoals  below 
Wa^ngfam,  in  North  Carolina;  but  avowed  that  he  could 
not  vote  for  it  himself,  yet  hoped  that  those  who  had 
DO  constitutional  scruples  on  tlie  subject  of  such  appro- 
priations would  agree  to  it.   I'he  amendment  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SWIFT,  an  appropriation  of  five  hun- 
^>ed  dollars  was  inserted  for  deepening  the  channel  be- 
tween Hero^  on  Lake  Champlun. 

Messrs.  BOONE,  RICHAUOSON,  and  LECOMPTE 
made  unsucceasftd  attempts  to  get  appropriations  for  par> 
ticular  objects. 

The  committee  next  took  up,  in  succesnon,  the  light- 
house bill,  and  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  a  custom-house  in  the  city  of 
Nfcw  York;  which  having  gone  through, 

The  committee  rose,  and  repoi-t«i  all  the  bills  to  the 
House;  and  then 

llie  House  vyourned. 

Ba-rraBiT,  Vasaviax  36. 

LIVE  OAK  IN  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
to  which  waa  referred  tiie  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  of  the  7th  of  January,  upon  the  subject  of  live  oak 
timber  in  Florida,  made  a  re|}ortthenon,  accompanied  by 
abiU  to  provide  for  die  punidumnt  of  ofl^nees in  cutting. 


destroyinir,  orroiBOvinglive  oak  and  other  timb«-,  or  trees 
reserved  for  naval  purposest  which  bill  having  been  twice 
read,  Mr.  H.  moved  that  it  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.'WILDB  had  the  preservation  of  this  invaluabia 
timber  much  at  heart,  and  doubted  the  expediency  of  tiia 
course  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in 
relation  to  it.  He  hoped  this  bill  was  not  in  accordance 
with  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary,  and  tliat  it  waa  not 
the  precursor  of  an  intention  to  abandon  the  artifidal  cul- 
tivation uid  protection  of  the  live  oak  timber. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  replied  distinctiy  that  it  was  not(  but 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  continue 
theprotection  and  cultivation  of  the  timber. 

llie  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

DUTY  ON  SUGAR. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
moved  by  Mr.  H  AYNE8,  of  Geoi^ia,  on  Uie  1 1th  January 
last,  to  Kduce  the  duty  on  sugar. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Louisiana,  rose,  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows: 

He  said  it  appeared  to  him  Uiat  the  ntuation  in  which  he 
was  phwed  was  a  ve^  onfiwtunate  one;  and  mi^brtune 
would  sometimes  impel  a  man  to  do  what  he  would  otlier- 
wlse  abstain  from. 

An  interest  of  vital  importance  to  the  people  of  the 
State  from  whence  I  come,  said  Mr.  W.— and,  I  t)>ink,  no 
less  imptnlant  to  the  people  who  abide  in  every  other 
State— bas  been  directly  assaulted.  The  gentleman  who 
had  tiie  honor  of  leading  the'van  in  that  attack,  has  made 
a  number  ot  statement^  and  hss  ushered  them  to  the 
world  in  the  semblance  of  feet*.  I,  however,  am  unable 
to  accredit  them  in  that  capacity.  But,  at  all  events  they 
are  asseverations  made,  or  purporting  to  be  made,  on  the 
Boor  of  Congress,  and  they  ought  either  to  be  admitted 
if  found  to  be  correct,  or  contravened  if  a  doubt  be  raised 
as  to  their  accuracy,  llie  honorable  mover  had  a  right 
to  say  what  he  did,  and  to  say  it  at  the  time  he  It 
was  a  franchise  belonging  to  htm,  as  the  introducer  of  the 
measure.  After  he  md  concluded  his  oration,  and  had 
been  supported  by  a  speech  from  another  quarter,  the 
duty  fell  to  me — though  many  other  genticmen  would 
have  been  infinitely  more  competent  to  the  task—to  make 
sraie  reply,  if  any  were  required;  not,  however,  to  an- 
swer at  tlwt  time,  because  thie  finger  of  the  ^al  was  jtiit 


a|)proachinr  the  pmnt  wluch  must  bid  the  altercation  ter- 
minate for  that  day.  The  circumstance  has  been  so  stated 
in  the  newspapers;  and  the  people  where  we  live  must  be 
looking,  with  some  curion^,  to  see  whether  we  have 
thought  it  worth  while  to  denegate,  or  have  quietly  made 
up  our  minds  to  acquiesce  in  those  facta  of  the  gentieman's 
invention,  in  which  they  must  think,  witJi  ourselves,  that 
he-  is  blest  irith  a  moat  wonderfiU  fccOity.  It  does 
seem  hard  that  such  a  seqnence  of  rhapsodies  should  be 
suffered  to  go  abroad  through  the  country,  with  the 
avowed  object  for  which  they  were  emitted,  without  any 
opportunity  being  afforded  to  examine  th«nr  infallibility 
at  tiie  source  from  whence  they  emanated.  Yet  here  have 
We  been  met,  and  precluded  by  the  rule  of  the  House 
Which  seta  apart  but  one  hour  a  day  for  the  consideration  of 
the  subject,  ttwether  witii  a  great  variety  of  otiier  thin||;s 
which  constanUy  supersede  and  take  precedence  over  it. 

1  have  been  waiting  in  perfect  resignation  for  the  na- 
tural order:  yet,  during  all  this  period  of  expectation,  but 
one  opportunity  lus  presented  itself,  and  that  was,  on  one 
morning,  the  podr  space  of  something  leu  tluiit  five  mi- 
nutes by  the  clock;  and  even  \\\tn  the  House  was  not  rea- 
dy for  the  discussion.  But  if  we  liad  been  ready,  and 
had  been  fnrnished  with  the  dociunenta  for  which  we  WCK 
waiting,  and  which  were  deemed  indispensable,  and  witli- 
oiit  which,  of  a  surety,  I  could  not  have  proceeded  with 
any  kind  of  propriety,  it  woukl  have  been  but  a  mockery 
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to  take  Qp  a  nibject  of  w  much  magnitude,  to  be  then 
laid  aside  to  make  room  for  other  matten  of  nunor  con- 


sequence. 

The  resolutinn  has  at  last  come  up  in  its  regular  turn: 
and  wlukt  portion  of  time  is  now  allotted  to  it?  Why,  «r, 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  hour  is  already  flown,  and 
its  remaining  moments  are  fsst  ebbing  during  the  allusion. 
There  are  but  four  days  after  this  remaining  of  this  sem 
Bon,  and,  even  of  these  four,  one  is  assigned  to  the  con- 
nderation  of  petitions;  and  if  we  continue  to  adhere  ri- 
gidly to  the  hour  rule,  1  see  no  chance  worth  talking  about, 
for  any  response  from  our  nde  of  the  House. 

The  subject-matter  of  the  resolution,  like  all  matters  of 
political  economy,  is  complex  in  its  nature,  involving  a 
great  multipHoty  of  topics,  wluch,  indeed,  I  have  no  pre- 
tenMon  to  be  sble  to  suggest,  much  less  to  treat  in  a  fitting 
manner.  Yet  it  would  be  gratifying  to  me,  in  the  attempt 
which  it  is  my  duty  to  make,  to  have  some  little  more  lati- 
tude than  the  rule  allows.  I  am  aware  that  it  requires 
some  effort  of  boldness  to  ask  any  departure  from  rule, 
at  this  late  hour  of  the  nesuon,  when  so  much  important 
matter  is  ^sslng  on  the  time  and  attention  of  Congress; 
and  it  is  with  entire  deference  to  tlie  views  and  feelings  of 
every  gentleman,  that  I  make  the  request,  which  nothing 
but  a  strong  sense  of  duty  prompts  me  to:  it  n  fbr  a  brief 
susp(*nsion  of  the  rule. 

[The  question  on  suspending  the  rule  for  an  hour  was 
put,  and  carried  by.«  majority  of  more  than  two-thii-ds. 
Mr.  W.  then  continued:] 

1  am  Borry,  very  sorry,  said  Mr.  W.,  tliat  a  conjuncture 
should  have  presented  itself,  to  make  it  needful  for  any 
one  from  the  country  where  I  lire  to  say  any  thing  that 
may  at  all  connect  itself  with  this  much  vexed  subject  of 
protecting  duties.  Wliatever  may  be  the  merits  or  de- 
merits of  tlie  tariff  policy}  whether  its  operation  has  been 
a  beneficial  one,  as  I  think  it  has,  to  the  nation  at  large, 
or  an  injurious  one,  as  some  wiser  men  than  I  am  seem  to 
opine — m  sliort,  whether  it  has  proved  a  national  blessing 
or  a  national  curse — as  its  apolt^ists  and  its  revilcra  al- 
ternately contend— We  (I  speak  in  the  name  of  those  who 
send  me)  hare  beniiled  ourselves  with  the  behef  that  the 
duty  contemplated  by  this  resolution  was,  from  its  very 
nature,  and  from  all  its  concomitant  circumstances,  en- 
tirely foreign  to  that  long  agitated  controversy. 

Looking  back  for  its  origm  to  a  former  century — coeval 
almost,  in  ita  existence,  with  the  very  Government  under 
which  we  live — having  grown  up,  as  it  has,  with  the 

growth  of  the  country,  and  interwoven  itself,  as  it  must 
ave  done,  with  all  its  political  econ<miy,  as  well  as  with 
the  intUvidual  and  domestic  economy  every  man  and 
every  woman  in  it — claiming  no  identity  in  point  of  date 
with  either  of  the  far-famed  tariff  actsof  1824  or  1828; 
wh'^ch  have  become  so  offensive  to  the  sensibilities  of  gen- 
tlemen, and  agiunst  which  alone  their  professed  hofstilities 
have  been  hitherto  directed)  transcendently  lucrative, 
valuable,  anil  important,  -as  we  know  the  interest  which 
has  grown  up  under  it  to  be  to  all,  and  less  so  to  ourselves 
than  to  the  people  of  every  other  portion  and  fractional 
siibctivision  uf  this  nation— deeply  imbued  with  all  tliese 
impress'ona,  we  have  been  so  far  the  victims  of  credulity, 
as  to  hope  that  the  elements  of  that  strife  might  rage  and 
fret  themselves  to  death,  without  ever  reaching  us,  in  the 
seclusion  <tf  our  distant,  peacefii),  unt^tnuive  agricultu- 
ral pursuiM. 

The  uniform  course  of  the  State,  through  its  represen- 
tation on  the  floor,  has  been  such,  one  would  think,  as  to 
mitigute,*if  any  tiling  could  assuage,  fliat  reckless  zeal, 
which  would  now  press  onward,  regardless  of  conse- 
quences, to  the  utter  annihilation  of  the  little  doubtfiil 
prosperity  we  have  enjoyed;  which  would  FainJireak  down 
even  unto  the  very  dykes  of  the  Mississippi,  and  turn  the 
old  flood  loose,  to  revel  once  more  over  an  extent  of 
fertile  country,  which  nothing  but  a  century  of  unparal- 


leled labor  and  privation  has  Aicceded  in  reclaiming  from 
its  once  superincumbent  waste  of  water;  and  has  trans- 
formed it  into  a  bright  and  busy  mart,  where  the  active  and 
the  enterprising  ofthe  fellow-citizens  of  every  gentleman 
on  this  floor  daily  and  hourly  resort,  to  gamer  up  and 
carry  home  stores  of  hoarded  wealth,  in  return  for  the 
various  products,  whether  of  agriculture  or  manu&ctnre, 
of  the  several  countries  where  they  rende. 

To  diy  up  these  sources  of  national  and  individual 
wealth,  and  to  convert  our  shores,  now  decked  with  cost- 
ly  manufacturing  establishments,  into  idle  solitudes,  is  the 
object.  It  must  be  the  patriotic  wish  of  genticmen;  and 
if  it  be  not  the  object,  then  let  me  tell  theov  it  inevita- 
bly wouldbe  the  enectofthe  measure,  supponng  it  carried 
into  fulfilment  I  speak  it  in  the  utmost  seriousness, 
when  I  decbre  mjr  belief,  in  which  I  am  confirmed  the 
opinion  of  ever^*  mtelligent  man  where  I  live,  ttuit  it  you 
abolish  this  duty,  you  make  the  banks  of  the  HisKsnppi  a 
wilderness;  and,  so  far  as  my  inilividual  option  goes,  \ 
would  rather  you  did  your  work  thoroughly  tmn  by 
halves.  Gentlemen  may  talk  i^out  modification,  from  the 
gratuitous  supposition  that  men  who  are  doing  ao  astoiudb- 
mgly,  may  well  bear  a  reduction.  They  may  romance  as 
much  as  they  please  about  eig^t  or  ten  hogsheads  to 
the  acre,  or  to  the  hand,  whichever  Way  they  choose  to 
have  it:  I  say,  that  if  you  touch  the  duty,  by  that  fatal 
contact  you  in  all  probability  sink  fifty  millions  of  the  na- 
tion's capital,  and  transfer  at  once  to  the  foreigner  the 
five  or  nx  millions  which  its  employment  now  produces 
to  tiie  people  of  the  United  States,  and  in  which  they  all, 
full  nigh,  come  in  fbr  equal  shares.  And,  raAer.  than 
have  you  lay  a  violating  hand  on  any  parttrf* tiie  ark'of  ocr 
covenant,  I  would  invite  you  to  do  at  once  the  ultimatum 
of  your  destructiveness,  and  strike  every  vestige  oi"  it 
from  the  page  of  your  statute  book. 

I  made  some  allusion  to  the  line  of  conduct  held  by  the 
State  ill  relation  to  these  matters.  Sir,  whether  our 
course  be  characterized  by  wisdom  or  by  folly,  I  do  not 
stand  here  to  discuss.  But  there  is  one  fsJct  1  may  be  per- 
mitted to  remind  gentlemen  of,  which  is  this — that  those 
sud  tariff  laws,  be  they  right  or  wrong,  against  wblch 
they  are  pleased  to  take  so  much  umbrage,  are  in  no  wise 
indebted  to  us  for  th«r  being:  it  was  no  auxiliary  hand  of 
ours  tliut  helped  to  call  them  into  existence.  Look 
back  through  the  records  of  your  parliamentary  pro- 
ceeding, and,  if  1  be  not  mightily  mistaken,  you  will  in- 
variably find  the  vmces  of  our  representation  oo  die 
negative  side  of  all  questions  for  the  increase  of  duties^ 
wiih  the  sole  exception,  perhaps,  of  the  act  of  1816, 
whereby  the  duty  now  in  question  was  created,  and  fiir 
which  I  liave  heard  it  stated,  sometimes  tauntingly,  that 
some  of  them  were  induced  to  vote.  And  what  oi"  that* 
Why,  sir,  in  so  doing,  tliey  acted  conjunctly,  and  moved 
liand  in  hand,  with  all  the  principal  members  and  eorgr- 
pAad  of  these  very  States  who  now,  forsooth,  find  it  meet 
to  'ring  the  alarum  bells — »t  what?  At  a  most  important 
national  interest,  now  grown  hoaiy,  and,  one  would  ahnosk 
think,  prescriptive,  by  time,  and  wbi^  was  deemed  by 
tlieir  best  public  men,  in  1816,  to  be  an  object  deserving 
tlK-ir  utmost  solicitude  snd  regard;  an  interest,  too,  which 
has  since  produced  to  gcntiemen,  and  to  cverj'  manwbohaa 
had  a  hand  in  sending  them  here,  benefits  more  substan- 
tial and  material  tiian  any  thing  their  law  maker*  of  that 
day  could  have  anticipated — ay,  far  transcending  all  they 
could  have  dreamed,  in  their  moments  of  w^armest  aspirK* 
tion  fur  the  future  success  and  prosperity  of  their  country. 

But,  sir,  1  am  running  forwaixl  of  whutl  I  was  going  to 
say  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  tiie  State  touching 


these  said  tarifl' questions.  Hetuming  to  that  point,  I  say, 
tliat  throughout  the  whole  course  of  our  national  lep^la- 
tive  history,  up  to  the  act  of  1828  iiicluaivcly,  whatever 
little  weight  our  representation  may  have  had  in  the  cimn- 
ciU  of  llkc  country,  baa  always,  w  generally,  gone  in  ap> 
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position  to  propowb  for  tfie  increase  of  duties.  And  how 
do  we,  thdr  successors,  now  act?  Wb^,  we,  in  pursuance 
of  the  dictates  of  our  own  mind,  and  in  compliance  with 
the  expressed  le^Iative  will  of— I  will  not  say  our  coun- 
try— but  I  say  that,  in  obedience  to  our  own  judgments, 
and  to  the  expressed  opinion  of  the  Lenslaturc  of  our 
State,  we  now  fivetjr  gtn  our  TOtes  for  the  muntenance 
of  enactments  whicb  our  predecessors  may  not,  perhaps, 
bare  supported  on  their  paasaji^.  Nor  am  I  at  ^1  aware 
that  the  fact  itnpGes.any  fickleness  of  purpose,  or  any 
Tascillation  of  sentiment  or  policy.  I  apprehend  you 
would  find  ua  as  slow  now,  as  you  found  them  then,  in 
yielding  our  assent  to  any  projected  scheme  of  augmenta- 
tion, however  useful  or  expetSent  we  might  deem  it.  This, 
lioverer,  is  but  surmise  of  mine,  and  on  that  noint,  of 
cotine,  we  must  beg  leave  to  reserve  to  oorseh-es  the 
ri^t  of  decioon.  But,  Mr,  to  impose  duties  is  one 
thmg,  and  to  take  off  duties  is  anoUier  and  an  nwfiilly 
different  thing.  It  is  one  thing  to  hold  out  your  induce- 
ments to  indi^try  and  capital,  and  it  is  another  and  a  very 
distinct  thing,  "  by  one  fell  swoop"  of  your  legislative  be- 
som, to  sweep  from  the  face  ot  tlie  earth  millions  of  in- 
dustry and  capital,  which,  by  your  national  futh,  tndtly 
plighted— unless  you  are  ready  to  repudiate  all  idea  of 
niUi  in  a  ^vemment  like  ours — by  your  nation's  faith 
pledged,  and  refigiously  tAserved,  too,  for  s  tract  of  time 
say  twenty^ven  years,  for  such  is  about  tlie  period  of 
its  application  to  us — you  have  called  forth  and  lured  into 
the  niT  field  of  honest  enterprise  and  successfiil  competi- 
tion. 

These  are,  in  part,  the  motives  on  which  our  conduct 
proceedsi  and  I  challenge  the  casuistry  of  gentlemen  on 
this  floor,  and  I  invite  the  sober  sense  and  equitable  feel- 
ing of  the  American  people,  wherever  foun<I,  to  gainsay 
them  if  thep'  can.  Yes,  I  would  appeal  from  the  bicker- 
iogr  jalousies  of  tills  heated,  inflammatory  atmosphere,  to 
the  hearts  and  to  tiie  heads  of , the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  none  quicker  than  to  those  who  live  in  Geor- 
Ifia  and  Viwinia. 

But,  rir,  the  motives  I  have  mentioned  do  not  constitute 
our  sole  and  only  spring  of  conduct.  While  we  acknow- 
ledge some  regard  for  the  interests  of  persons  dwelling 
in  other  portions  of  the  country,  from  the  conviction  tijat 
their  prosperity  ts  our  prosperity;  while  we  are  even  so 
iin&shionnble  as  to  own  some  di:ference  for  that  precept 
«f  the  moral  law  which  forbids  us  wantonly  to  destroy  or 
to  injure  our  fellows,  we  have  other  more  immediate,  pal- 
pable, and  material  governing  conuderations. 

When  those  much  abused  tarifl^  acts  were  in  the  cliry- 
salis  state,  we  did  not  precisely  understand  how  they  were 
to  operate.    They  were  represented  to  us  in  tW.  1  elit  of 

experiments."  The  system  cognomened  "  Amencnn," 
seemed  likely  to  lead  us  on  through  new  scenes  of  un- 
tried being,"  and,  as  was  natural  to  men  on  the  verge  of 
an  important  step,  wc  paused  to  soliloquize.  But,  sir, 
the  expwiment  has  since  been  tried  before  our  eycs}  and 
we  think  We  have  witnessed  its  success.  We  liave  seen 
it  resize,  or  tending  rapidly  to  reidixe,  ahnoat  all  that  was 
predicted  of  it,  at  the  time,  by  its  friends,  and  conse- 
quently falai^,  or  rather  agreeably  difiappoiiit,  the  sinister 
vaticinations  of  its  foes.  Its  immediate  effect,  with  us, 
has  been  to  give  us  almost  every  article  of  primary  ncces' 
sit^  of  a  much  better  qiulity,  and  at  an  infinitely  reduced 
price.  By  quickening  intcnud  commerce,  and  awaken- 
ing into  exercise  the  latent  capabilities  of  American  in- 
genuity, it  has  developed  to  the  nation  new  sources  of 
wealth,  strength,  and  prosperity,  to  which  it  was  before  a 
stranger.  By  opening  new  markets,  and  creating  new 
demands,  and  by  promoting  sC  rapid  interchange  of  cum- 
moditics  between  dificrcnt  sections,  it  has  multiplied  in- 
dustry and  employment,  and  has  thus  btotiglit  an  increas- 
ed ratio  of  virtue  and  happiness  to  the  great  mass  of  the 
people. 


It  is  not  my  intention,  nor  is  this  the  proper  time,  to  go 
into  any  elaborate  enumeration  of  particulars,  yet  I  must 
be  allowed,  as  connected  with  this  subject,  merely  to  cite 
one  or  two  items  by  way  of  illustration.  I  will  take,  for 
instance,  the  article  of  cotton  bags-ing,  which  is  one  of 
those  tl^gs  on  which  we  of — where  do  we  live.'  I  hear 
persons  talk  of  a  hitiier  and  a  further  West — so  also,  in 
appearance,  must  we  duplicate  the  other  cardinal  points — 
on  which  we  of  the  further  Australia  are  taxed  and  op- 
pressed, if  taxation  and  oppression  there  be  in  it,  to  the 
full  extent  as  much  as  our  neighbors  of  the  South  are. 
Well,  sir,  this  necessary  article,  wliich,  before  the  tariff  of 
'28,  cost  us  twenty-ax  or  twenty-seven  cents  a  yard  from 
Europe,  we  now  get  from  our  American  tax-masters  for 
uxteen  or  seventeen  cents.  There  b  a  clear  fidi  of  ten 
cents  in  the  yard. 

Iron,  of  which  we  consume  so  much,  more,  perhaps 
than  any  two  of  the  States,  which  enters  so  immonsely  into 
the  process  of  manipuhition  and  manufacture  of  sugar,  and 
which  also  is  one  of  those  things  against  which  the  ejacula* 
tions  in  our  neighborhood  are  so  loud  and  enduring.  Well, 
air,  this  indispensable  convenience  has  fallen  in  as  great, 
or  a  greater,  proportion  than  the  cotton  bagging.  Eva- 
porating kettles,  of  a  much  better  metal,  which  offer  an 
infinitely  more  effectual  reustance  to  the  intense  heat 
our  furnaces,  we  now  get  of  domestic  cast,  for  twenty* 
five  or  thirty-five  per  cent,  less  than  wc  paid  for  tiiem 
before  tiie  tariff  of  '28.  Sugar  mills,  I  mean  mills  with 
the  large  iron  cylinders,  for  expression,  and  steam  en- 
gines, now  cost  us  about  one-half  what  we  paid  for  them 
three  or  four  years  ago.  And,  «r,  not  only  do  we  get 
these  things,  but  we  get  them  abundantly.  Whilom, 
and  the  supply  waa  extremely  precarious,  owing  to  the 
three  thousand  miles  of  ocean  tliat  flowed  between  us  and* 
the  countries  from  whence  we  derived  them:  now,  assort- 
ments of  the  implements  from  the  Atlantic  seaboard  and 
from  the  Western  States  are  cumulated  at  every  village 
and  hanilct  along  our  coast,  to  be  o'jr^ined  by  Uie  farmer 
on  the  most  advantageous  and  accommodating  terms. 

But,  sir,  this  is  not  all.  Wlule  we  ai-e  drudging  at  the 
mill,  or  watching  by  the  midnight  oil  the  ebullition  of  the 
kettle,  we  must Itavc  raiment;  acconiingly,  there  are  the 
<Iome8tic  cottons  for  clothing  to  ourselves  and  laborers, 
which  cost  us  something  more  than  zero.  Qoarsc  wool- 
len cloths  have  been  constantly  declining  in  price,  and  im- 
proving in  texture,  for  the  last  four  or  five  years:  and  yet 
the  most  inipoi-tant  considerations  remain  still  untold.  By 
consuming,  as  we  do,  tlie  productions  of  all  the  other 
States,  they  are  enabled  to  become  the  purchasers  of  our 
sugars — ana  the  raw  material  of  our  cotton  generally  finds 
its  best  price  in  the  American  market;  a  market  which  is 
exclusively  our  own,  in  which  we,  the  cotton-growers  of 
the  United  States,  are  the  monopolists,  or  rather  the  mono- 
vendists,  where  neither  tiie  Pacha  of  Egypt,  with  his  hun- 
dred thousand  serfs,  nor  the  stai  ring  rice-eating  millions 
of  Indis,  are  permitted  to,  interfere,  and  compete,  and 
knock  down  to  the  dust  the  value  of  our  staple. 

Now,  if  tiiis  be  taxation  and  oppression,  then  I  say,  tax- 
ation and  oppresnon  for  me:  only  let  us  define  the  terms, 
in  order  to  understand  each  other,  and  avoid  confusion  of 
ideas.  I  see  no  insuperable  objection,  if  gentlemen  insist 
on  it,  why  the  nomenclature  of  things  sliould  not  be  cliang- 
ed,  pra\'i(Ied  only  that  those  who  use  the  vocabulary  would 
mutually  agree  on  the  mutation. 

1  liave  thought  it  miglit  not  be  improper  to  offtr  a  few 
general  obserrations  on  the  system  of  which  the  object 
looked  to  by  this  resolution  forms  a  part.  1  will  now  en- 
deavor, under  favor  of  the  House,  to  narrow  in  the  circle 
of  my  remarks  so  as  to  make  them  more  immediately  ap- 
plicable to  the  subject  under  consideration. 

The  culture  of  the  sugar  cane  in  Louisiana  appears  to 
me  to  present  three  principal  sspccts  under  which  it  de- 
sen-es  to  be  consideRd.    The  first  reUtes  to  the  extraor- 
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dtnuy  proBts  suppoaed  to  be  realized  by  thoae  who  are' 
engaged  in  it.  Tbia  I  re^rd  aa  a  topic  of  most  perfect 
futility,  yet  it  ia  one  which  it  has  pleased  g;entlemen  to  atart 
for  the  want  of  a  better.  The  aecond  ap^liea  to  the  influ- 
ence it  baa  had  on  the  aupply  and  the  price  of  the  article 
to  the  wliole  people  of  the  United  States.  The  tturd,  and 
most  important,  involTes  the  inquiry  aa  to  the  extenave 
market  it  has  created  for  the  productions  of  every  SUte  in 
the  Union.  I  will  endeavor,  if  I  have  time,  to  say  lome- 
thinjf  on  each  of  these  separate  heads. 

In  approaching'  the  BuDj«;t  of  our  supposed  inordinate 
prc£t^  it  teema  to  me  not  inopportune  to  notice,  at  once, 
some  of  the  statistics  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  lu- 
ciU>rations  of  the  rentlcnun  from  Georgia.  I  would  not 
think  of  following liim  through  all  the  minutix  of  the  lore 
with  which  he  has  thought  fit  to  store  his  memory  or  liia 
tablets  for  the  occasion,  but  would  merely  advert,  hastily, 
to  such  things  as  appear  to  me  useful  to  the  end  of  the  in- 
quiry. In  undertaking  this  task,  my  vocation  must  be  a 
mixture  of  pleasure  and  of  painj  pleasure, -io  having  it  in 
my  power  to  agree  with  the  nnueinui  in  some  respects; 
pain,  in  being  conpelled  to  differ  from  any  of  the  dogmas 
of  his  belief  on  this  or  any  other  subject,  as  indeed  the 
points  on  which  our  opinions  are  irreconcilably  discre- 
pant are  chiefly  such  as  he  chooses  to  derive  from  gratui- 
tous inference,  or,  what  is  far  worse,  from  the  tongue  or 
trump  of  that  abominable  terrifier  of  nations,  that  lying 
plague — common  rumor.  What  are  the  precise  data  we 
gather  from  him^  Whv,  he  informs  na  tliat,  in  1803,  the 
condiment  sold  in  Pbihulelphla  for  twelve  and  a  half  cents 
apound.  That  I  do  notdeir^.  I  know  that  about  that  time, 
both  before  and  aAer,  it  Irequentty  sold  for  Uiat  much, 
and  oftentimes  for  much  more.  He  says  that,  in  afler 
years,  the  price  declined  in  Europe,  and  here  in  the  Unit- 
ed States.  I  know  that,  too;  and  there,  1  contend,  our 
influence  began  to  be  felt.  He  has  ascertained  tlMt  the 
price  of  it  at  New  Orleans  now  ranges  from  five  to  five 
aitd  a  half  cents — t=±e  the  average,  or  price  current,  five 
and  a  quarter  cents — and  that  the  quantity  produced 
there  is  estimated  for  the  past  year  at  one  hundred  thou- 
sand hogsheads,  equal  to  one  hundred  millions  of  pounds. 
My  iiiformation  in  ttiis  respect  does  not  differ  materially 
from  that  of  the  gentleman;  and  I  say  it  is  a  splendid  re- 
suit,  and  is,  of  itself,  qviite  sufiident  to  enlist  m  its  behalf 
the  intelligent  sympathies  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
and  even  to  propitiate  the  most  sordid,  selfish  feelings 
if  such  alone  must  eovcm  Americuis — of  every  one. 

The  gentleman  also  says  that  sugar  lus  hern  bought  in 
the  West  Indies,  during  the  last  year,  at  four  cent*  a 
pound;  and  I  am  willing,  for  the  present,  to  putthe  Mo- 
ment on  tliat  ground*  reaoring  tne  pnnt  for  some  future 
consideration. 

I  will  here  take  occasion  to  offer  my  acknowledgments 
to  the  gentleman  for  all  the  ftcts,  properiy  so  called, 
which  he  has  adduced.  It  would  have  been  my  duty  to 
search  them  out,  if  he  had  not  done  iU  and  I  have  no  doubt 
he  has  taken  them  from  the  State  papers  of  the  day,  or 
consulted  clironicles  on  which  he  relies. 

But  here  it  grieves  me  to  sa^,  the  harmony  and  good 
understanding  between  his  opiniona  and  mine  must  end. 
1  have  none,  no,  not  the  ^gntest  objection  to  his  facts; 
but  tlie  moment  he  hegina  to  assume  premisea,  and  seeks 
to  enlighten  our  htellect  by  what  be  lias  been  t<dd,  I 
must  be  allowed,  for  the  moment,  to  turn  lawyer,  and  en- 
ter my  objection  to  the  admisubility  of  the  hearsay. 
With  that  ingeniousness  which  marks  nis  life  and  conver- 
sation, he  admits  that  he  has  no  practical  acquaintance 
with  the  subject:  but  he  says  that  a  friend,  or,  perhaps,  a 
plural  number  of  finends,  nave  told  him  how  it  is — and 
so,  with  one  dash  of  his  pen,  and  the  addition  of  a  given 
nuiober  of  zeros,  be  ahowen^  nay*  he  heaps,  on  our  de- 
voted heads  more  gold  than  was  ever  dug  from  the  ca- 
venu  of  Potoai. 


Why,  the  gentleman  must  have  discovered  for  our  bene> 
fit  that  grand  arcanum,  supposed  to  exist  in  nature,  but 
for  whidi  the  dreaming  alchymist  has  sought  in  v»n  »nce 
the  birth  of  time.  A  very  Midaa!  be  but  touches  us«  and 
lo!  we  stand  confessed,  in  fam  and  pressure^  m  Kdid 
les  of  the  shitun^  dross.  He  shows,  br  cakulatioi^ 
very  satis&etoty  to  himself,  I  have  no  doubt,  that  a  safr- 
chaiine  concern  in  that  country  yields  a  nett  profit  to  iti 
owner  of  more  than  thir^-two  per  cent.  He  takes  up  a 
plantation,  which  he  estimates,  with  all  its  paraphernalia, 
its  apparatus,  its  laborers,  ita  horses,  its  implements,  its 
stock  of  every  kind,  $t  fitfy  thousand  dollarot  be  then 
proceeds  to  state  its  account  currrat  of  profit  and  Utm  far 
the  year,  in  the  nwat  mercantile  style  of  d^it  and  per 
contn;  and  he  brings  out,  at  tite  end  of  tiie  year,  a  nett 
profit  of  more  than  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  the  pro- 
prietw! 

Now  this  18  certainly  a  handsome  little  interest  on  money 
in  sQch  hard  times  aa  these ;  and  1  wonder  why  some  of  the 
loose  cash  that  is  luiwktng  about  these  other  States  at  four 


and 

tion, 


five  per  cent,  per  annum  does  not  flow  in  that  direo 
,  and  seek  to  invest  itself  in  sugar  phntations.  I  wod> 

der  that  two4hirds  of  the  people  of  Louinana  should  con- 
tinue to  slave  for  nothing  in  me  culture  of  cotton,  when 
they  see  their  next  door  nwghbors  pleiushing  their  banis 
with  doubloons.  I  wonder  that  the  people  of  Uie  adja- 
cent States,  who  are  looking  on  with  every  thing  requisite 
in  hand,  do  not  step  over  ue  border  and  make  tiieir  for- 
tunes. I  marvel  that  the  gentleman  himself  does  not 
mount  his  Argo,  affront  the  perils  of  the  Florida  Strait, 
and  sail  up  the  Mtssisnppi,  to  pluck  the  golden  fleece.  I 
can  tell  him  why  he  does  not.  It  is  because  he  knows 
very  well  there  is  no  such  prize  there.  Sir,  if  the  story 
were  entitled  to  a  moment's  cpedence,  you  would  find  in 
Georgia  alone  ten  thousand  valorona  men  to  start  at  the 
word,  and  attempt  the  enterprise.  If  but  one-half  the 
demiribed  wealth  were  to  be  collected  on  our  shores  we 
should  be  overrun  in  less'thao  twelve  months  by  swains 
more  numerous  and  m&re  greedy  of  gold  than  were  the 
blue-eyed  myriads  that  rushed  from  tJieir  Germanic  fiut- 
ne!»es  on  the  devoted  provinces  of  the  Eastern  empire. 

Fifly  thousand  dollars  yielding  a  nett  profit  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  in  a  year!  I  liave  no  objection — no,  not 
the  slightest — to  the  gentleman's  arithmetic.  I  only  wiA 
it  could  lay  claim  to  some  portion  of  that  accuracy  com- 
monly ascnb«l  to  the  exact  sciences.  I  sincerely  wirii, 
fbr  Uic  sake  of  the  gentleman  himself,  and  all  his  friends 
in  Georgia,  that  it  were  hot  half  true — ay,  that  it  were 
but  true  in  one-fourth  part;  and  that  it  has  a  fourth  of 
truth,  is  what  I  unheutatingly  deny.  Ha!  here  isamooted 
point  The  gentleman  says  twenty  thousand  dollars — I 
say  not  five.  How  shall  we  decide  the  issue?  To  what 
umpirage  shall  we  resort?  To  a  wager?  No,  that  ia  no 
test  of  truth.  Yet,  perhaps,  ^who  knows?)  the  gentlema 
from  Georgia,  or  some  of  his  informants,  mii^t  be  willing 
to  imderwrite  the  result.  May  be  they  would  undertake 
to  make  the  achievement  sure  by  the  appliance  of  thdr 
own  skill  and  craft  in  the  science  of  tilh^;  if  so,  then  I 
say  to  them.  Come  one,  come  all,  and  I  will  pledge  my- 
self, and  will  fiirnish  a  hundred  responsible  c»4ibligors  oa 
the  hood,  if  required,  that  they  may  select  any  establish- 
ment in  the  State  they  please,  not  worth  more  than  fifty 
thousand  doHarst  and,  in  fixing  iU  value,  we  will  estimate 
the  mere  land  below  what  their  best  lands  in  Georgia  sell 
for;  and  they  may  then  assume  the  ent^^  management 
and  control  for  any  length  of  time  they  please — two,_  three, 
five,  or  ten  years,  th^  guaranlying  to  us  the  si^  nett 
proflt  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  per  annum;  and  if  they 
do,  that  we,  on  our  part,  wUl  then  guaranty  unto  than  an 
annual  salary  of  fifteen  thousand  dcllors  a  year  for  that 
ser\-ice8;  yes,  and.they  shall  have  bed,  board,  and  wadi* 
ing  bendes,  and  a  horse  lo  ride,,  and  a  scat  iA  the  paro- 
ehial  church  to  boot.  Wasthereever  a  fiureroffer?  The 
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gentlequui  My«  they  make  notlung*  in  Georgia.  Here  is 
m  chaiice  of  fortune  with  iia.  Do  you  come  and  oversee, 
and  ensure  to  lu  the  nctt  profit  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
iart,  which  you  so  confidently  dcicribe,  and  ve  will  tiien 
ensure  to  you  an  annual  stipend  of  fifteen  thousand  for 
your  pains,  and  allow  you  bendn  the  sundry  little  fran- 
chises r  have  mentioned  in  order  to  keep  the  whole  of  it 
in  your  podcet. 

Fifty  thousand  dollars  yielding  a  clear  profit  of  twenty 
thousand  dollani!  What  immensely  rich  characters  must 
wc  be!  Mr.  Speaker,  one  of  the  most  harmless  pastimes 
of  the  money-hoarder  is  sud  to  consist  in  the  joys,  of  tell- 
ing  his  pelff  one  of  the  most'  innocent  pleasures  of  the 
lien,  in  reckoning  the  ^grcgite  of  their  gains.  Now, 
only  allow  us  a  moment's  Suition  of  this  kind,  and  let  ub 
count. 

According  to  the  best  estimates  we  are  enabled  to  ob- 
tain, our  ioTcstments  in  that  culture  amount  to  fifty  mil- 
lions of  capital— «y,  sir,  to  fifty  millions  of  hard-earned 
dollars — not  eameu,  however,  by  tlie  cultivation  of  sugar. 
Now  for  the  proportion.  as  the  nntletnan  aaaerts, 
Bhj  thousand  dollars  yield  a  nett  profit  of  twenty  thnu- 
aaiul  in  one  year,  how  much  do  the  fifty  millions  yield> 
Work  Uie  sum.  Why,  sir,  it  is  twen^  miUiona  of  dollara — 
*alRii»t  equal  to  the  whole  re?enue  of  the  United  StMea! 
The  budget  of  your  Department  of  Finance  puts  down 
ihe  gross  revenue  of  the  United  States  at  twenty-two  Dtil- 
lions — I  drop  fractions.  The  budget  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  asiigna  to  one  class  of  planters  m  a  single 
State — a  State  having  but  three  Beprcsentatives  on  this 
floor — a  nett  revenue  almost  equal  to  the  whole  ^ss  col- 
lections of  your  Government,  with  all  its  imputed  blood- 
sucking and  rampyrism;  notwithstanding  its  alleged  sys- 
tem of  taxation  and  oppression,  which,  Hiey  uy,  is  such 
that  the  people  can  no  longer  bear  it. 

Sir,  deduct  your  expense  of  collection,  the  salaries  to 
jr  our  officers  of  the  customs,  and  the  cost  of  your  revenue 
service,  which  may  be  about  assimilated  to  our  brokers' 
fees,  and  tlien,  according  to  tlie  ^ntlcman's  hypothesis, 
the  difference  will  be  but  a  fraction  between  the  whole 
gross  income  of  the  United  States  and  the  ncttoncome  of 
a  few  planters  in  Louiwana.  And  who  are  they  that  are 
accumulitting  such  a  mountain  of  the  precious  metals,  as, 
if  true,  must  in  a  sliort  time  crush  through  ttie  feeble  sub- 
stratum of  their  alluvion,  and  whelm  both  It  and  themselves 
to  the  depths  of  the  bottomless  abyss?  Who,  I  say,  are 
they?  Wlnr,  they  are  a  soiall  portioiv  numerically  con- 
sidered, of^  the  agriculturists  of  a  smtdl  SbUel  What 
wealthy  Nabobs!  what  bloated  Viceroys!  what  gorgeous 
Indian  Hajaha  must  they  be!  Pretty  attributes  these  to 
ascribe  to  a  class  of  men  notoriously  tlie  most  plain,  unos- 
tentatious, uncostly,  practically  republican  men,  in  all 
their  habits  and  modes  of  life,  of  any  m  these  Ujuted  States! 

I  do  not  pretend  to  deny  that  there  are  some  men  of 
wealth  tliere;  there  ai-e  some  every  where.  I  know  seve- 
ral n^self  that  have  gone  from  these  otlicr  States,  prind- 
pally  from  Oeoi^ia,  and  Carolina,'  and  Vii^hia>  and  have 
taken  tlieir  weaUh  with  them,  though  very  . few  of  them 
have  much  enhajiccd  their  substance  by  the  products  of 
the  canc-  Neither  do  I  deny  that  there  are  suiidry  per- 
sons there  who  dwell  in  decent  houses,  and  live  as  persons 
similarly  circumstanced  do  in  other  countries;  and  even 
they,  I  contend,  do  not  live,  nor  are  they  enabled  to  live, 
in  the  same  style  of  elegance  aud  oomfbrt  with  people  of 
ctlual  condition  in  other  States.  Sir,  I  speak  of  the  great 
ii&jority  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  culture  of  su^ar, 
wtien  I  say  that  they  are  men  who  toil  and  drudge  m  a 
M-ay  that  ibc  gentleman  has  no  conception  of)  for;  during 
the  pentxl  of  their  harvest,  which  runs  through  a  portion 
of  lite  inclement  season  of  winter,  tliey  have  to  labor  the 
Jaelong  night  as  well  as  by  dayt  that  they  are  men  who. 


they  are  men  who  habitually  sit  down  by  a  deal  board 
table  to  a  homely  repast  of  bread  and  salted  fish  or  meat 
bought  from  you,  to  which  some,  not  all,  are  enabled  to 
add  the  zert  of  a  measure  of  cheap  daret  wine,  which  the 
sultriness  of  their  climate  makes  an  almost  indispensable 
rcquinte  to  existence;  white  other  persons,  luxuriating 
beneath  the  bland  influence  of  milder  skies,  are  banquet- 
ing on  tlie  culled  dainties  of  the  earth,  and  rousing  their 
sated  appetites  by  the  costly  potations  of  France  and 
Spain,  or  nt  nppii^  the  rich  juices  of  the  Fortunate 
Islands,  in  order  to  discriminate  whether  the  vintage  have 
beth  chilled  by  the  too  rude  visitaUon  of  the  breeze  on 
the  northern  slopes,  or  be  dashed  by  the  fine  aroma  im^ 
parted  by  the  southern  exposure.  Tea,  nt>,  those  men 
who,  you  say,  tax  and  oppress  you,  are  men  who  delve 
and  feed  coarse,  to  tax  and  oppress  you  in  reality,  but 
they  tax  you  wiUi  ease  and  with  .affluence,  and  they  op- 
press you  with  Champagne,  with  Sherry,  wilti  Madeira. 
And  what  do  you  do  tlie  while?  Why,  you. sit  gravely 
talking  of  their  inordinate  wealth  and  luxuriousness^  and 
solemnly  discussing  the  propriety  of  le^^atire  interven- 
tion, to  bring  tiiem  down  from  their  hie^  estate  or,  ia 
tailor  phrase,  to  take  them  a  button  hole  Tower. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  appeal  to  you :  is  it  not  amaz- 
ing that  any  portion  of  our  country',  and  especially  that  lit- 
tle nook  of  it,  should  even  at  this  day  [be  so  iHy  compre- 
hended, so  lii^le  to  be  misunderatood,  even  by  intelligent^ 
well  informed  American  statesmen?  With  nothing  at  all  of 
romance  in  >ts  poutioni  without  mountain  and  without 
mist,  though  with  plenty  of  rain  and  hot  weatiier;  a  plun, 
simple,  matter  of  fact  country,  of  hard  work;  the  most  ac- 
cessible in  the  «orld»  to  our  friends  and  j-ours,  from  the  sea 
as  wen  as  from  the  land,  and  which  is  annuany  visited  by 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands,  pllgrimato  the  shrine  of 
pleasure  or  of  gain,  from  every  Stata  in  tlils  Union!  b 
it  not  passing  strange  tliat  such  a  place  should  continue  to 
be  the  theme  of  siich  wild,  im|u-obable,.  incoherent  ima- 
ginings? Why,  no,  I  suppose  it  ii  not  stranfe— 4t  would 
seem  to  be  preordained  that  it  should  be  w.  The  aun« 
hallucination  has  existed  for  a  hundredyesn  or  more,  and 
will,  I  dare  say,  exist  for  a  hundred  years  to  conA,  A 
Hmilar  delusion  prevailed  in.  Fi-ance  at  a  very  early  period 
of  our  colonial  history.  The  whole  city  of  Paris  was  shaken 
by  tlie  frenzy.  Public  declajmerfl,  then,  as  now,,  with 
Law,  a  vUioQary  enthu.<iiastt  or  mad  schemer,  at  their  head, 
proclaimed  that  the  banks  of  the  Mis&isnppl  were  the  famoua 
EH  Dorado  of  which  the  poet  had  raved,  ha  iobabitantt 
they  depicted  as  Thomson  describes  the  immttes  of  th* 
Castle  of  Indolence:  they  all  dwelt  m  sumptuous  palaccsi 
by  night  they  slept  on  cushions  of  sofWst  eider  downi 
by  day  reclining  on  damask  ottomans,,  Uitening  to  tba 
"  lascivious  win£ngs  of  the  lute.** 

In  this  Eden  of  the  new  world,  th^  anerted  no  labor 
was  required — ^men  sowed  not,  neither  did  they  reap; 
wishes  were  no.  sooner  formed  than  gratified;  every  thing 
that  could  minister  to  the  anpetite  was  scattered  in  M>on- 
taneous  pfofuaon  tlmKigh  tne  land;  ercry  clod  niarkled 
with  a  gem — every  patliway  was  strewn  with  gUtterinjf 
ingots  of  silver  and  of  gold.  And,  «r,  the  tale  bad  its 
proselvtes  then,  as  it  seems  to  have  now,  and  ss  things  in- 
credible always  will.  Hundreds  and  thousands  believed 
the  story — and,  nr,  what  came  of  it!  _  It  eventuated  in  the 
celebrated  Missisnppi  scheme,,  in  wMoh  hundreds  of  de* 
luded  victims  of  bodi  sexei  embarked.  They  came  to 
the  El  DorsdA,  and  what  did  they  find?  They  found 
dreary  coasts  and  Inhospitable  shores;  primeval  forests, 
dank  witii  noxious  vapor;  and  spreading  morasses,  rift 
with  lethiferous  malaria;  ilnd,  worse  tlian  all  the  res^ 
squalid  misery  and  ghastly  famine  staring  them  in  the  tke*'. 
So  burst  that  bubble— but  the  eloquence  of  the  gentleman 
from  Geor^  not  unforcibly  reminds  one  of  the  Ideas  to 


for  cleren  months  in  the.  calendar,  go  clad  in  blanket  to  which  the  inflation  owed  Ha  birth, 
coats,  and  vcar  ^uncstie  trowsers  from  joat  loomsi.  that  j   Now,.  Mr.  Speaker^  how  are  fudi ^rori  uid  nuscoiip. 
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ccptions  to  be  obTiated?  I  Icnow  of  but  one  way,  and 
that  is,  by  free  and  frequent  intereommuiucation.  That  is 
one  reason,  perhaps,  way  I  hare  generally,  whenever  I 
had  a  chaiKe,  given  mv  Tote  tat  tbs  coiutructioQ  of  roada. 
1  cotinder  it  a  national  benefit—*  great  national  object. 
Whenever  any«ne  man  is  induced  to  travel  beyond  the 
narrow  limits  of  bis  own  immediate  vicinage,  to  ^  to  see, 
and  visit,  and  hold  communion  with  his  fellow-citizens  in 
other  portions  of  the  country,  he  then  sees  things  ft»;they 
are — not  as  he  has  been  told  they  are :  he  is  thereby  enabled 
to  rectify  falae  pre-impressiona,  and  to  heal  himaelf  of  the 
besetting  sin  of  miq;uided  prejucfice.  He  ii  rare  to  re- 
turn hrane  a  better  philoat^her,  a  better  citizen,  and  a 
better  man. 

Instead  of  giving  my  Tote  to  abridge  the  mileage  of  a 
member  of  Cotigreis,  I  would  vote  to  extend  it — instead, 
of  pssunff  bills  to  make  him  go  io  a  sbaSght  line  through 
the  air,  like  some  migrating  goose  that  sees  a  thousand 
miles  off  the  lake  in  which  Ac  soon  intends  to- lave,  and, 
springing  into  ether,  wings  her  way  with  unerring  pinion 
— 1  would,  if  posnble,  make  Urn  vint  everr  State  m  the 
Union,  and  would  pay  him  tor  it  He  mi^t  go  zigzag, 
or  he  might  go  round;  but  go  he  should,  if  practicable, 
into  every  one — from  a  conviction  that  when  he  next  ap- 
proached these  haUfl,  he  would  come  with  feelings  chas- 
tened and  subdued,  and  in  a  mood  of  mind  better  fitting 
to  perform  those  hig^  functions  in  which  he  represents 
the  Deity  on  earth,  of  making  laws  for  government 
and  happiness  ofhis  fdlow-men. 

Mr.  Speaker,"  there  is  a  little  tnut  of  personal  iustory, 
which  most  ua  have  been  made  to  read  in  the  day- 
upiia^  of  oar  time,  it  rdidet  to  a  most  excellent  man 
and  wise  law^ver,  who  was  afterwards  promoted  to  a  vetv 
hi^  station  in  the  jodidary.  I  do  not,  just  now,  recol- 
lect bis  name,  nor  w  it  material  to  determine,  but  he  held 
•way  in  Crete. 

This  sage  lawmaker,  harboring  in  his  bosom  the  msh 
and  the  dengn  to  better  the  lot  of  his  people,  who  had 
grown  restive,  they  scarcely  knew  why,  resolved  to  jour- 
ney j^to  Ibreagn  parts,  in  order  to  study  the  polity,  and 
examine  with  his  own  eyfis  the  condition  and  resources  of 
some  other  States  that  were  then  irihigh renown.  Fame, 
with  her  many  tongues,  told  him  of  the  wealth  and  splra- 
dor  of  E^ypt — ^the  exuberance  of  her  soil — the  grandeur 
and  magnifioence  of  her  monuments — and  her  catacombs. 
Thither,  said  he,  will  I  go.  Accordingly,  having  provid- 
ed the  muniments  of  his-royag^  on  (he  appointed  day  h» 
departed  for  the  land  of  the  Nile.  He  nsited  Memphis, 
Cairo,  and  Thebes  with  her  hundred  gates;  and  what  did 
he  see?  Wl^,  with  some  semblance  of  external  splendor, 
he  saw .  mummies,  and  he  met  the  seveu  plagues  of 
Egypt  '  Casting  his  eyes  abroad  through  the  iand,  he 
beheld  a  people,  with  a  soil  indeed  of  unbounded  fertility, 
yet  poor,  toil-worn,  and-depressed  tiiemselves,  while  from 
the  horn  of  plenty  they  poured  abundance  into  the  lap  of 
alltbe  surrounding  States.  He  was  satisfied— he  hastened 
back  to  his  own  countrr,  wluch  he  now  liked  better,  and 
Ibund  it  to  be  better  on  than  all  those  of  which  he  had 
heard  so  muph.  He  wplifed  himself  to  soothe  and  compose 
the  agitated  minds  of  his  people;  and,  by  his  precept  and 
his  example,  he  led  tiiem  on  to  commerce,  toagriculture, 
to  arts,  and  to  happiness. 

Now,  if  the  gcnUeman  from  Georgia  would  but  do  the 
lame!  If  he,  or  any  of  his  friends  who  think  as  he  does, 
would  only  rouehsafe  to  come  for  a  season,  and  rende 
with  us  on  the  Delta  of  our  great  father  of  waters!  We 
have  some  hospitality,  and  would  hall  his  coming  with  de- 
light; and  would  take  the  painS|to  investigate  the  process^ 
and  scrudnize  the  account:  not  the  account  6f  his  own  co- 
pious ima^natioD,  but  the  actual  accotmt-book  of  any  of 
our  farmers  of  hts  choice.  If  he  should  prefer  it,  I  would 
iutroduce  him  to  some  ofhis  own  immediate  countrymeu, 
possibly  Us  own  former  associates  and  fiieiids,  who  have 


gone  there,  and  embarked  their  all  in  the  buaness,  and 
whom  it  is  now  so  perfectly  natural  for  tfie  gentleman  to 
seek  to  destroy — for  I  have  the  pleasure  to  count  several 
Georgians  among  the  number  of  my  most  esteemed  and 
valued  acqtudntanees.  If  he  will  do  this,  I  will  pledge 
myself  for  a  toul,  radical  revolution  in  his  ideas  on  this 
subject.  He  will  at  once  percave  that  it  is  not  for  our- 
selves we  distil  the  sweets — ^that  we  are,  in  &ct,  but  the 
laboring  swarms  who  hive  the  honey  for  the  ravenous  ver- 
nun  in  our  nei^borhood  to  plunder;  and  I  feel  assured, 
tliat  when  he  bids  us  adieu — which  to  us  will  be  a  moment 
of  sadness— 4a  will  exclaim  in  candor,  if  not  in  sorrow — 
Sie  DBS  non  tobU  meUifieaiit  optM.  _ 

I  would  here  gladly  turn  my  back  on  tins  part  of  the 
subject.  I  fear  I  have  idresdy  said  too  much  on  it.  Tet 
I  must  be  allowed,  before  I  £smiss  it,  to  relate  to  tiie 
gentleman  an  incident  or  two,  of  no  great  zeit  or  import- 
ance in  thonsdves,  but  which'  may,  I  trust,  have  a  ten- 
dency to  convince  himof  tiie  dangertherc  is  in  his  searches 
after  trutlt— though  it  be  a  qncruon  with  some  whether 
truth  be  always  the  object  of^ gentlemen's  pursuit — to  rely 
too  much  on  what  he  is  told,  eqieciaUy  on  tins  subject  of 
sugar  making. 

The  first  inddentl  would  mention  to  him  reUtes  to  a 
man  from  his  own  State,  a  Georgian.  Hiis  Georgian, 
about  two  years  associated  himself  with  several  other 
persons  connected  with  him  by  ties  contracted  in  that 
country,  to  establish  one  of  those  plantations.  They  were 
none  ik  them  practical  farmers;  if  they  had  been,  they 
probably  wouul  never  have  touched  it  The  Gecugian. 
whom  it  suits  my  purpose  to  designate  as  the  princijKU  of 
the  firm,  owning  a  predilection' for  tiie  land  of  hU  former 
abode,  went  back  to  Geor^,  in  all  likelihood  to  tiie  gentle- 
man's own  county,  and  bud  out  fifteen  thousand  doUan  in 
laborers.  He  next  repaired  to  the  Western  country,  and 
expended  five  or  six  thousand  dollars  in  iron  castuigs  and 
machineiy;  he  then  returned  home,  and  stocked  his  fima 
with  the  usual  number  of  horses,  probably  about  fifteen 
haodred  dollars'  worth,  brought  from  the  West,  and  filled 
his  granaries  from  the  great  redundancy  of  thor  West- 
em  stores.  Take  it  all  in  all,  it  was  an  establishment  whiA 
must  have  cost  him  about  fif^y  thousand  dollars,  not  one 
cent  of  which  was  the  previous  product  of  the  cane.  And 
mark  me,  at  the  very  outset,  at  least  one-half  this  capital 
is  diffused  over  these  United  States,  and  of  that  half,  more 
than  a  moietr  goes  to  the  pockets  of  the  people  of  Ocwgia. 

Here  you  have  a  common  instance  of  one  of  those  a>> 
gines  of  -oppresnon  described  by  the  gentleman.  R 
springs  into  hfe,  equipped  and  readjr  for  action,  not  frown- 
ing in  martial  helmet,  and  brandishing  in  dexter  the  qui- 
vering hasta  of  batUe,  but  holding  in  its  open  anddistoid- 
ed  palms  the  emblem  and  the  medium  of  commerce;  the 
incentive  at  once,  and  tiie  reward  of  peaceful  industiy. 
And  before  it  has  made  the  first  step,  yea,  beft»«.jta 
young  limbs  have  essayed  the  first-  attempt  at  motion.  It 
scatters  fifteen  thousand  dollars  into  the  oosomsof  the 
people  of  Georgia.  And,  sir.  It  is  but  a  &ir  spetimen  of 
our  doings  in  that  way.  Of  the  seven  hundred  platitatioas 
in  that  country,  rix  hundred,  at  least,  within  the  last  tea 
or  fifteen  years,  would  fiinuah  the  elements  of  a  similar 
history.    Ex  una  dadieomnet. 

But,  nr,  this  is  not  the  moral  with  which  I  wished  to 
pcnnt  the  tale.  I  will  proceed  with  it.  Tiie  Georgian 
now  set  himself  about  to  organize  his  plantation  and  erect 
ttts  buih^gs.  For  tiie  first  year  he  made  noUiing;  he  ex- 
pected to  make  ndlUng.  During  all  tbatpeiiod,  nothing 
was  heard  within  lus  borders  but  the  note  of  preparation- 
It  was  the  constant  clink  of  the  otltiayings  of  liis  cash;  the 
regular  fall  of  the  carpenter's"  axe,  with  tiie  chime  of  the 
blacksmith's  hammer  beating  time  on  the  anvil. 

But  the  terraqueous  thing  moved  on  in  its  orbit,  uatfl 
now  another  autumnal  sun  shone  out  upon  the  land.  Tlio 
period  to  which  I  now  allude  was  aboitt  the  bst  -tf  Oeto- 
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ber,  ISSQ,  a^few  da^s  before  I  left  home  to  come  to  mj 
duties  here.  By  thia  time  aome  yeUow  cane  wared  in  the 
gentleman's  field{  his  houses  were  up,  and  he  was  bualy 
engi^ed  In  preparation  to  commence  the  manufacture  of 
sugar  on  a  new  ahd  expensire  ptincsid^  iriuch  attracted 
some  attention  through  the  neighbomood. 

At  that  iuncture  the  narrator  happened  to  be  MMne  dis- 
tance in  the  interiqr,  from  whence  I'set  out  to  proceed  to 
my  point  of  embarkation,  intendinv  to  take  the  gentleman's 
house  in  my  w«y.  When  I  got  within  twenty  nulea  of  his 
residence,  I  was  informed  by  several  persons  whom  I  met, 
intelligent  persona,  thatheliad  commenced  his  operations; 
ttiat  he  had  be«i  rolling,  ai  we  term  it  tbeve,  fbr  Mreral 
days,  and  that  bts  new  experiment  meceeded  WMdoAlly ; 
that  it  was  turning  him  out  two  ht^friisads  and  a  half  ta 
the  acre!  My  heart  gladdened  at  the  ti£ngi^  and  throw- 
ing the  reins  to  the  companion  of  my  way,  we  proceeded  on 
— until  coming  in  right  of  hia  dwelling,  I  strained  my  op- 
tics in  the  direction,  and  looked  lone  and  intensely,  but  I 
aaw  DO  smoke  or  vapor  curling  in  bold  reUef  against  the 
aky.  Drawing  Btill  nigher,  I  could  perceive  no  throng 
of  men,  and  horses  and  carta,  as  is  wont  on  occasions  su<£ 
as  tbxt  I  thought  I  was  approadui^.  In  ptunt  of  Ihct,  he 
had  not  commenced  the  manufiurtiwe  ofBUgar  at  all.  He 
wunotreadyto  begin)  be  M  not  expect  to  be|pn  fbr6f- 
teen  days  to  crane. " 

Now,  I  wonder  if  that  story,  which  was  told  me  in  shape 
•o  plaunble,  within  twenty  miles' of  his  rendence;  had 
been  caught  up  by  **that  thing  which  every  moment  flies, 
and  gains  new  strength  and  vigor  as  dw  ams,"  and  had 
been  repeated  from  tonme  to  tongue,  n  credible  men 
all,  nnm  it  had  been  waited  to  the  can  of  hii  friends  in 
Georgia,  what  it  would  have  been  like  by  that  time.  Why, 
the  romaunt  with  which  the  gentleman  has  entertained  us 
here,  of  eight  and  ten  hogsheads  to  the  acre,  or  to  the 
hand,  would  hare  been  stal^  vapid,  and  ^irtiotly  unpiquant 
in  the  comparison.  Nay,  the  balderdash  we  constantly 
aee  going  the  rounds  of  the  newspapers,  derived  from  an 
equally  authentic  SMirce,  relieved  by  a  little  wilfiil  ousre- 
presentation;  tikoae  mendaeioua  abaurdities,  generated  by 
aeribblera  who  never  aaw'  augar  cane  grow,  and  tbrm- 
ing  a  compound  fit  only  to  be  (gulped  bybpobiea-*- would 
have  had  to  hide  their  ^rainiued  heacl%  ai  devoid  of  re- 
lative interest  and  poignancy. 

I  will  beg  leave  to  narrate  another  fWct,  which  relates 
to\  gentleman  formerly  of  South  Carolina,  now  one  of 
ttibse  of  whom  I  'am  the  unwcntiiy  repreaeiitatire.  His 
name— jt  is  Doctor  Betty.  I  feel  that  I  need  an  apology 
for  thus  preaair^  lus  name  into  the  debate  i  but  when  I  aee 
it  published  in  a  printed  paper  to  which  it  is  necessary  I 
ahoald  refer,  ahd  as  I  know  him  to  be  a  man  of  note  in 
that  countxy,  and  well  known  to  some  gentlemen  here 
from  that  State,  I  hope  he  will  pardon  the  freedom  in  favor 
of  the  motire,  which  is  none  other  than  an  earnest  deure 
to  correct  error,  and  a  wish  to  divest  the  truth  of  that 
opaque  integument  of  fictioa  uid  nuBrcpreaentation  which 
ia  so  apt  to  cling  ground  her  honest  Ibrai.' 

Well,  sir,  i^out  three  years  ago  the  Doctor  came  into 
that  country,  and  bought  a  hxmt  not  for  his  own  sole  ac- 
count, for  he  was,  and  still  is,  the  copartner  of  another  in 
it.  Take  it  altogether,  it  is  an  important  estabHshment, 
with  thirty  9r  forty  servants,  and  wnicb,  in  all,  must  have 
cost  them  at  least  fifty  thousand  dollars,  valuii^  the  land 
very  low;  fully  such  a  one  ms,  in  the  gentleman's  esti- 
mate, alwaya  yields  its  owner  a  nett  profit  itftvent^thou< 
aand  dollars  a  year — and  there  he  baa  been  ev«r  since, 
maUng  sugar,  and  getting  very  rich,  as  a  matter  of  course. 

Some  weeks  ago-^t  was  since  thia  session  of  Congress, 
a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  whom  I  have  now  the 
gratificatioo  to  see  nigh  me  on  this  floor,  inquh-ed  of  me 
about  Doctor  Betty — adding,  in  the  coitrse  of  the  conver- 
sation, that  the  Doctor's  friends  in  Carolina  were  perfect- 
ly aware  of  the  great  fortune  he  had  aoeumulatad  in  that 


country  by  the  culture  of  augarj  and  that  when  he  came 
out  last  year  to  pay  them  a  visit,  they  *<particubrly  adr 
miml"  t^e  entire  umpltcity  of  his  deportment  and  the 
totid  absence  in  his  person  of  that  "pride,  pomp,  andt^r- 
camstance"  which  usually  attend  as  roiniatenng  han^naids 
to  men  of  Mich  extennve  wealth  and  revenues.  I  replied 
that  I  had  the  honor  of  knowing  Doctor  Bet^,  but  mat  1 
never  observed  any  aemblance  of  repdity,  nor  even  notic- 
ed any  symptoms  of  opulence  tteneath  his  plain  but  hospi- 
table  roof— that  at  any  rate  it  was  not  the  fiuhion  of  folks 
there  to  be  ao  very  rich.  But  I  said  I  had  it  in  my  power 
to  ascertain  preosely  what  had  been  the  Doctor's  achieve- 
nenta  in  that  branch  of  agticolture,  and  that  I  would  let 
him  know  it.  Is  this  substantially  true,  lir?  [The  gentle- 
man to  whom  the  interrogation  was  addressed  assented, 
and  said  it  was,  with  some  explanationa  which  he  would 
give.]  Sir,  continued  Mr.  W.,  I  do  not  pretend  to  quote 
the  exact  phraseal<^i  in  speechifying  we  sometimes  am- 
plify tiie  words  of  ordinary  discourse,  but  I  think  I  have 
given  the  substance  of  the  conversation,  though  I  shall  be 
nappy  to  hear  any.explanation,  and,  if  I  have  mlstakenany 
thmg,  to  stand  corrected. 

Well,  rir,  I  have  not  yet  been  as  good  as  my  word,  and 
I  am  happy  to  have  this  occasion  to  ftdfil  the  promise,  by 
conveying  to  the  gentleman  the  information  alluded  to. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  an  accurate  and  authentic  statement 
— B  paper  printed  annually  at  New  Orleana— of  the  quan- 
tity of  su^ar  made  on  each  and  every  plantation  of  the 
State  during  the  years  1838  and  1839,  the  pre<^se  yeara  in 
whicdi  Doctor  Betty  had  operated  bcJbre  his  last  viut  to 
CandioBi  and*  on  referringto  the  table,  I  find  that  in  l^fl^ 
wUch  wai  a  fiivorable  year.  Dr.  Betty  and  bis  partner 
made  fifW-aix  hogsheads  of  sugarf  that  on  ttie  fcJloiring 
year,  1839,  whi«a  was  an  unfbrtooate  one  generally,  they 
made  thirty-seven  hogsbeada,  giving  an  aggregate  crop  of 
sugar,  for  two  years,  of  ninety-three  hogsneus— sold  at 
five  and  a  half  cents  a  pound,  (and  it  is  not  at  all  probable 
it  averaged  that  much,)  equal  in  money  to  five  thousand 
one  hundred  and  fiAeen  dollars.  The  estimate  of  molaa- 
les  (anditianU»end.estiraate)  is  forty  gallons  to  the  hoga- 
bead*  wbidi,  mi  Ifae  ninety-three  hogsheadi^  pnt  them 
three  thounnd  seven  hundred  and  twenty  gaUons — sold 
at  fifteen  cents  the  gallon,  equsl  in  monnr  to  five  hundred 
and  fifty-eig^t  doUara:  now,  add  thia  to  toe  product  of  tho 
sugar,  uid  you  find  that  they  have,  for  the  two  years,  an 
Mggrtgaie  crop  of  aiwsr  and  mofatraea,  amounting  to  five 
thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-tliree  dcdlara.  Dind* 
the  aum  between  the  two  years,  and  it  leaves  to  each  year 
the  aven^  partnersh^  crop  of  two  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  tlurty-«x  dollars  and  fifty-centat  which,  subdi- 
vided between  the  two  partner^  Dr.  Betty's  quotient  is 
fourteen  hundred  and  eighteen  doUara  and  twenty-five 
cents.  Now,  partty  from  a  munificent  disposition,  and 
partly  for  the  conveiuence  of  a  round  sum,  let  us  alloir 
him  a  bonua  of  wgfaty-one  dollara  and  seventy-five  centa 
more— and  then  henaaftnoaa  crop  of  fifteen  hundred 
ddlara  per  annumi  And  what  cornea  of  the  phmtation 
expenses  during  the  timef  Why,  nr,  the  crops  did  not 
pay  them.  Nay,  1  assert  it  ^fiwleady  that  the  crops  of 
both  years  did  not  pay  the  expenses  of  one.  Therefor^ 
at  the  time  Doctor  Betty  last  visted  bis  fKends  in  Carolina, 
he  had  not  made  <me  crat  bv  the  cultivation  of  sugar;  on 
the  contrary,  he-must  have  been  several  thousand  doUart 
out  of  pocki^  independently  of  his  ori|^nal  plantation  in- 
vestment: and  yet  thia  is  the  man  that  was  expected  to 
come  fike  aome  orioital  Satrap,  with  a  glittering  cavalcade 
of  caparisoned  steeds  and  laced  mciuals{  instead  of  whicl^ 
he  preaents  tunuelf  in  nmple  guise,  like  any  other  aun 
travelling  to  aee  his  frienda,  and  reviait  ^e  graves  of  hii 
&thersi  and,  as  he  passes,  they  exclaim,  '*  see  the  rich 
sugar  planter,  all  the  way  from  die  banka  of  tiie  Itisiissippii 
the  man  who  holdsin  hands  'the  wealth  of  provinces  ^oit 
edto  food  his  luxuries!"'  "But,^  they,  say,  "hedoeanot 
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let  on;  he  wuhestobeincog.intbisreipecti  he  umodeit*' 
^nd  they  Mlmiri:!?  Were  erer  nwn  ao  inmlted  in  their 
porerty?  Tliii  b  indeed  to  feel  **Um  proud  man's  oon* 
tumely!" 

Now,  sir,  to  what  doe*  the  M^fument  teml )  b  it  that, 
Kke  Doctor  Betty,  none  of  ub  trnve  u  yet  made  any  thing* 
on  our  capital?  That  it  is  a  hopelcM,  bootless,  sy«phean 
task.we  are  aH  engaged  in?  No,  sir,  that  is  not  at  xll  what 
I  mean.  Doctor  Betty's  is  a  new  establishment,  not  yet 
brought  to  the  pftnt  of  productivenesst  he  hopes  that  in 
pn>ceas  of  time  iC  may  jneld  him  a  suppfst.  IH  ea/ais  ad- 
wpirate  mii$. 

All  I  wish  to  convey,  and  on  wbieb  I  inmst,  ts,  Aat  the 
sugar  growers  of  Louisiana  are  doing  prease^  as  all  other 
persons  are,  in  these  tniea  of  univenal  peace  and  general 
over  production,  »nd  not  one  whit  better.  On  the  con- 
traiy,  it  is  my  religious  b^ef  that  the  condition  of  most 
of  then  is  already  worse,  and  is  rapidly  beeaningbr  m«« 
deplorable,  than  Out  of  either  the  cotton  m  the  tobacco 
mwers  of  Geor^  or  Virginia.  And  whjr?  Because 
their  occupation  la  not  one-half  ao  expensive  as  ours. 
When  the  cotton  or  the  tobacco  planter  makes  a  dolUr, 
kj  is  his,  or  nearly  wo\  but  the  poor  sugar  planter,  whose 
employment,  together  with  agriculture,  combines  manu- 
facture  of  the  most  costly  kind,  wbeneTcr  he  nukes  a  dol. 
lar,  ii^  of  necesMty,  and  bv  a  kind  ofcondilioB  precedent, 
tributan  to  the  rest  of  you  tat  more  Uian  OM-half  of  it. 
Te^  and  in  a  great,  great  many  instances,  he  has  to  remit 
two  to  you  for  every  one  that  be  makes.  And  ^ethe  has 
no  aUemaitivet  your  productiona  he  cannot  do  without)  be 
must  send  you  his  regulu  quota  of  contribution.  His  crop 
may  or  may  fall  sfawt)  expense,  horrid  expense,  still 
stalks  at  his  heels,  and  he  must  ruse  the  wind  to  satisfy 
the  demands  of  the  fiend,  or  «*give  up  the  ship"  at  wice. 

In  fcct,  it  is  the  most  idle  amusemeiU  which  can  beguile 
flie  leisare  boms  of  a  man,  to  nt  down  to  count  vlmt  sugar 
planters  make.  What  do  steamboats  makef  What  do 
ship  owners  make  f  What  do  merchants  make.  Wliat 
do  manufacturers  of  every  kind  makcF  And  what  do 
sugar  planters  make?  I  will  tell  you  what  they  make:  Uke 
all.other  persons  engaged  in  branches  of  industry,  hazard- 
ous in  their  nature,  ana  requiring  capital  for  their  exercise, 
aame<tfthem,  under  ftvoraMe  circua)stanoe%  with  luck 
on  tbnr  nde,  and  with  rifnd  economy  and  unflagging  in- 
dustry skilfully  Erected,  do  make  out'to  get  along,  and 
better  their  ccmdition.  There  arc  even  some  who  may  be 
aud  to  have  made  a  fortune  at  the  budneas,  which  means 
that  tbn  happened  to  make  a  good  bargain,  to  light  upon 
a  period  of  abundant  cropa,  to  have  lived  in  the  days  of 
liigfa  prices^  or  to  have  profited  by  some  casual  rise  in  the 
value  of  the  product—just  what  is  seen  in  every  other  part 
of  the  globe. 

There  is  another  pwtion  of  those  said  augar  planters, 
and  that  not  a  small  ooe,  who  accomplish  nothinig  in  the 
way  of  success,  but  merely  drag  on,  from  year  to  year,  a 
lengthening  and  galling  ctuin,  making  uot  enough  to  buy 
what  they  must  buy  m>m  you,  and  to  meet  the  interest 
accruiDg  on  their  debt,  whatever  may  be  its  amount 
While  others,  and  they  are  not  so  very  few,  nuke  sbort 
work  of  it— they  burst,  blow  up,  and  lose  all  in  a  abort 
yenture.  And  tbm  thqr  stano,  like  wrecks  along  the 
diore  over  trMch  tite  hnnicane  has  swept,  to  admonish 
those  who,  like  the  genUeman  from  Geoigia,  come  boom- 
ing alon^  in  fiin^'s  barge,  with  all  tlie  canvas  of  their 
ima^  nation  out— of  the  hazards  which  lie  in  the  path  of 
the  thoughtlosB  navigator  who  adventures  on  Chat  perilous 
sea. 

If  there  be  any  gentleman  here  who  really  does  denre 
to  obtain  an  approximation  to,  and  an  equation  of,  what 
may  be  made  b^  sugar  planUng  in  Loui^UH^  in  its  most 
■uceessfiil  prscuce,  I  must  refer  liim,  for  the  mfimnation, . 
to  the  documents  traasnutted  fttmi  UiaTreaauty  Depart-! 
men^  where  he  will  mb  tbat  the  possibtp  profit  tnwe 


ranges  fnm  five  to  nz,  or  seven  p«r  cent,  pcrannum,  sk- 
cording  to  the  vaiying  o^uons  of  persona  in  dSfferent 
part*  of  the  country,  betweemriwm  there  was  no  concert 
or  understsnding,  whose  estinutcs  were  predicated  mt 
diSerent  bases,  and  where,  of  course,  property  has  n  dif- 
ferent valuation,  as  it  has  in  different  parts  of  every  coun- 
try beneath  the  sun. 

But  i  would  particularly  pmnt  him  to  the  tabular  state* 
ment  annexed  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  Flaque- 
mine — it  is  the  first«n  tlto  fUo — which  is  the  district  in  the 
State  where  the  culture  has  been  longest  known,  and 
most  successfully  prosecuted,  and  where  tlie  subject  is 
best  understood.  Tliey  made  out  the  profit,  in  tliat  dia- 
trict,  to  be  five  per  cent,  and  9-10&— that  is,  a  very  small 
fraction  more  than  five'per  cent.  And,  sir,  it  is  no  fitncy 
piece  of  theirsf  it  is  a  picture  from  the  real  life;  a  sketch 
of  wbat  has  been  acUudly  realized  in  that  district  for  tho 
last  five  year%  when  Om  price  of  augu  was  mosc  than  a 
dent  in  the  pound  above  wliat  it  now  is. 

I  will  here  take  this  opportiuify  to  wa,  in  additKm, 
that  I  had  occasion  to  witness  tho  extraorainsry  pains-— { 
am  well  aware  that  a  captious  temper  may  object  to  those 
documents— I  have  actually  heard  something  of  the  kind 
intimated,  that  they  proceed  from  persons  engaged  in  the 
business,  and  are  consequently  but  the  testimony  of  inte- 
rested witnesses.  The  objection  is  a  convenient  me;  but 
I  naintsoA  that  those  documents  funush  the  best  evidence 
the  nature  ofthe  esse  admits  of.  If  you  were  prcrcaolvcd 
to  believe  nothing  but  your  own  faota«ea,  why  call  for 
the  vouchws?  You  applied  for  the  information;  and  I 
say  that  I  had  occason  to  witness  the  extraordinary  pains, 
the  incumbent  study,  with  which  the  well  iofonned,  prac- 
tical men  wlio  prepared  tlic  Plaquemine  report  labored 
to  gain  the  information,  and  to  make  it  scrupulously  accu- 
rate in  all  its  detailst  and,  as  fiu-  is  my  testimony  is  wortli, 
I  prove  berc^  and  to  the  wU,  that  their  names,  as  well 
as  the  names  by  which  the  other  retoms  from  the  Stats 
are  avouched,  afford  a  pledge  of  the  h^^iest  kind  of  the 
entire  faith  whidi  ia  dfte  .to  any  statement  to  wlucb  they 
may  be  appended. 

Sir,  on  tbis  ridiculous  theory  of  our  supposed  exorbitant 
profits,  1  feel  as  if  I  had  been  tempted  to  dwell  too  loogj 
yet  it  was  the  burden  of  the  gentleman's  song,  and  it  ia 
the  eternal  theme  with  wludi  my  eyes  and  my  ears  are 
aaaailed,  and  my  perfect  knowledge  to  the  contrary  offend- 
ed, whether  I  cast  a  glance  upon  the  cc^umns  of  a  certain 
set  of  nefruMpers,  or  hear  it  mentioned  aa  matter  of  das. 
course;  and  I  could  net  well  do  otherwise  than  I  have 
done. 

[Here  the  SPEAKER  remmded  Mr.  W.  that  the  hour 
for  which  the  rule  had  been  suspended  bad  expired^  when 
a  motion  was  made  further  to  su»end  the  rule  fitr  half 
an  hour,  which  prevailed  by  two-toirdst  and  Mr.  W., 
after  thanking  ttu  House  for  such  unusual  indulgence, 
proceeded.] 

X  will  now,  said  he,  most  cheerfully  turn  from  the  dia- 
quUition  as  to  wbat  have  been,  or  may  hereafVer  be,  our 
^ins  from  the  culture  of  sugar,  to  conuder  its  national 
importance,  and  inquii-e  what  are,  if  any,  the  benefits 
which  have  flowed  from  it  to  the  whote  people  of  the 
Umted  Stotes.  - 

In  casting  about  in  quest  of  its  advantagn  to  the  nation 
at  large,  I  find  them  to  condst  chiefly  m  two  respect^ 
which  respects  are  the  primary  objects  fur  which  men 
have  forsaken  their  woods  and  their  caves,  to  betake  them- 
selves to  communities,  and  form  the  social  compact,  >is. 
to  obtain  the  Ibings  necessary  to  a  comfortable  Urclibood, 
and  which  they  have  to.buy  at  a  cheap  price,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  to  find  a  good  market  for  whatever  lliey  have 
to  sell;  both  which  ends,  I  contend,  have  been  eminently 
subserved  and  prtnooted  by  the  creation  of  that  iixtciest 
in  Louiaiano.  Th|d  the  effect  of  it  has  been  to  g^ve  to 
the.people  of  the  United  SUtes.  the  article  ct  sugar  at  a 
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much  cheaper  price  than  they  erer  would  hare  bad  it 
odienrisei  and  that  it  ha*  created  an  invaluable  market 
for  all  thdr  productiona. 

And,  firat,  as  to  the  price.  Doea  not  the  gentleman  re- 
collect (I  wdl  remember  the  time)  when  the  general  price 
of  sugar  throu^out  the  United  States  was  twenty  cents 
the  pounds  Sir,  the  day  is  not  very  long  gone  by  since 
fiTC  pounds  of  sugar  were  cotuudered  every  where  in  the 
atiet)  at  the  most  accesnble  pmntir  at  Natchei>  at  New 
Orleua^  aa  the  &ir  standard  equivaleiit  of  the  roimd  nlver 
dollar.  When  the  thrift^  housswifis  wanted  a  few  pounds 
of  the  huauy*  she  sent  buer  servant  to  the  store  with  a  dol- 
lar, ezpcctinr,  as  a.  matter  of  course*  to  receive  her  sack 
of  five  pounds  in  return.  At  places  inland,  where  the 
price  was  neceaurtly  enhanced  by  transportation,  it  was 
no  doubt  much  more. 

la  181^  umnediately  after  the  war^  the  wholesale  price 
d€  our  own  products  at  Mew'  Orleans  was  dghteen  or 
twenty  tents  the  pound.  For  aereral  years  after,  it  was 
maenlly-  sold  at  from  ten  to  fifteen  centSf  and  what  has 
been  gomg  on  unce^  Why,  we  have  been  gradually  re- 
ducing the  price  to  nine,  to  eight,  to  KTen*  to  ax  cents* 
until  ve  hav«  now  got  it  down  to  the  freezing  pcnnt  of 
five  cents. 

The  history  of  the  decline  and  &11 — not  of  the  Roman 
empire,  bat  what  more  immediately  concerns  the  people 
whom  I  represent— of  the  tmjare  of  the  sti^  by  which 
they  get  thdr  hard«ained  bread,  deserves  to  be  looked  a 
little  lurther  into. 

The  adthority  from  which  I  draw  my  data,,  and  from 
which  1  beg  leave  to  read,  is  a  statement  furoiahed  by  the 
firm  of  Lipptncott,  Richardsi,  8t  Co.,  of  Philadelplua,  a 
highly  respectable  house,  auctioneers,  and  sellers  of  su- 
gar, uid  who  have  been  such  for  a  period  of  time,  of 
which  J  have  no  means  of  tracing  the  cunmencement.  I 
will  not  read  the  entire  document,  but  restrict  myself  to 
one  item  in  each  year.  The  prices  are  carried  out  ss  per 
hundred  wei^t. 

1811,  Nov.  6,  J4  hbds.  sugar,  #10  SO  a  14  30 
1813,  SepL  16,      5  bhda.  New  OrieaM.  14  60  a  14  85 

1813,  Aug.  2,       50  hhds.  33  10  a  33  50 

1814,  Uareh  36,    90  hhds.  20  00  a  30  75 

1815,  June  32,  9  hhds.  New  Orleans,  34  00  a  30  00 
181€,  April  20,     35  hhds.  New  Orieans.  15  35  a  16  50 

1817.  April  3,       46  hhds.  New  Orleans.  13  00  a  IS  50 

1818,  June  33,  38  hhds.  New  Orleans,  11  00  a  13  90 
1B19,  June  3,        57  hhds.  New  Orleans,  11  70  a  13  00 

The  account  is  brought  no  lower  down  than  1319,  but 
it  comes  Sa  enough  to  show,  that,  fhrm  a  peace  price, 
varying  from  ten  to  fifteen  cents,  and  a  war  jmce,  ranging 
from  twenty  to  twenty-ftxir  eenti^  we  have  got  it  down, 
according  to  the  gentleman's  own  intellignicc^  to  the 
average  price  of  five  and  a  quarter  cents  the  ^ound. 

Now,  1  wonder  if  this  umple  ftct  be  of  no  importance 
to  Uie  people  of  the  United  States.  I  think  it  is  of  some 
ali|[bt  miportance.  It  must  be  no  very  inconvenient  or 
uncomfortable  thing  to  every  body  to  lutve  this  delicious 
aliment,  this  pleasant  dulcifier  of  life,  at  so  very  cheap  a 
price  as  five  or  five  and  a  quarter  cents  the  pound. 

But  the  gentleman  lr<mi  Georgia  is  ntrt  the  nan  to  take 
upon  trust  **  the  Koods  the  gods  pnndde  blm.**  Wlule 
he  feels  the  benefidal  efiect,  it  is  necessary  for  him  to 
trace  the  cause.  The  mind  of  man,  I  am  aware,  is  an  active 
principle,  endowed  with  faculties  to  range  abroad  through 
nature)  and,  when  the  breeze  of  heaven  rushes  by  him, 
fraught  with  fragrance  and  with  health,  he  must  needs 
t*list  whence  it  cometh,  and  whither  it  goetht"  and  he 
has  a  ri^t  to  do  if  he  can.  I'elUe  qui  fotuit  rerum 
atgnmeere  mmtu. 

The  gentleman  accordh^y  institutes  his  researches, 
and  finds  that,  alt)fou^  the  price  this  once  costliy  lux- 
ury has  fallen  so  very  low  that  it  might  b«  good  poUcy  bi 


him  to  buy  it  to  fatten  his  swine  upon,  a  corre^nding 
declension  has  taken  place  in  the  West  Indies.  There, 
he  says,  it  has  been  bought  as  low  as  four  cents.  Who 
does  not  know  that?  But  does  the  gentleman  believe  but 
that  we  have  contributed  extensively  to  that  state  of 
things  by  our  competition  wiUi  those  islanders?  Does  he 
tltink  ttut  we  have  not  been  accesaoiy  to  the  fiict  of 
knocking  down  the  price,  even  in  the  West  Indies?  Does 
he  reallv  imagine  that  the  add^imal  supply  of  one  hun- 
dred miuions  of  pounds  to  Ac  great  market  of  the  worid 
hss  not  bad  a  powerful  agency  in  bringing  the  price  down 
—down  to  what  we  see  it?  If  not.  then  I  would  tbuik 
him  to  iofonn  us  whence  it  is  that  the  price  has  generally 
declined  just  about  in  the  ratio  of  the  increase  of  the 
quantity  with  us;  and,  «uie  vena,  that  the  price  has  gene- 
rally risen  whenever  tht  quantity  with  us  has  fallen  wort. 
No  longer  ago  than  last  year,  1839,  the  -seasons  proved 
disastrous  to  us.  The  quantum  of  sugar  raised  in  the 
State  ^  little  more,  if  my  thing,  than  cover  tiie  a^^re- 
gate  expenses  <tf  the  pluttaUona  which  grew  it.  We 
made  but  forty-seven  thousand  hogsheads.  And  what 
ensued  thereupon  ?  Why,  the  price  ranged  a  full  cent  or 
a  cent  and  a  half  in  the  pound  higher  than  it  does  at  this 
timet  many  crops  were  sold  for  more  than  seven  cents: 
this  year,  1830,  we  approximate  to  one  hundred  thousand 
hogsheads,  and  down  fiils  the  price  to  five  cents. 

To  me  it  looks  like  a  pn^osition  too  plun  fiff  argument 
to  say,  that,  by  the  mu^al  rivalry  whiclt  has  been  got  up 
between  the  inaulars  and  ourselves,  the  general  demand 
has  not  kept  pace  With  the  rapid  increase  of  the  supply: 
we  act  ana  react  on  each  otherj  aitd  that  hence  it  is  you 
witness  this  extraordinary  depresnon  of  the  price. 

1  win  put  the  hypothesis.  Suppose  that  competition 
bad  never  been  fostered  in  Louisuma,  and  the  elementid 
prindple  of  those  hundred  milluHia  ^  pounds  which  we 
iw>w  supply  had,  until  tliis  day,  been  left  dormant  in  the 
bosom  of  the  untilled  earth;  and,  doi-ing  all  tins  lapse, 
the  people  of  the  United  States  had  continued  to  be  de- 
pendent on  the  islands  for  those  progressive  hundred  mil- 
lions of  pounds:  does  any  one  faiicyne  would  ever  have 
witnessed  that  astonishing  depresuon  of  the  price  which 
has  occurred?  Why,  In  such  a  poature  of  afiairs,  it  is  &r 
more  probable  that  the  increase  of  the  quanti^  would  not 
have  been  equal  to  the  growth  of  the  demand  in  Europe, 
and  here,  in  this  rspidly  augmenting  and  consuming  coun- 
try of  twelve  or  nfteen  millions  of  people;  and,  if  so^ 
instead  of  faUing,  the  price  woukl  have  risen  all  the  while, 
and  you  would  be  l»yiiig  more  £»  it  tUs  day  than  at 
any  former  period- 
Sir,  this  is  not  altc^ther  tbeoiy.  It  is  not  a  mere  sup- 
posititious, problemwcal  casej  it  is  a  case  sustwned  by 
actual  observation  of  what  has  happened  in  regard  to 
msny  other  things.  I  wilt  take,  for  instance,  the  article 
of  Sherry  wine,  which  has  risen  some  twenty-five  or  thirty 
per  cent,  within  the  last  few  ^ears;  a  fact  which  I  the 
rather  select,  from  the  supposition  that  every  gentleman 
here  can  practically  attest  it.  And  why  has  it  risen? 
From  the  increased  consumptiont  no  other  cause  can  be 
asugned.  You  have  diminished  the  duty,  and  the  thing 
tiasriseni  because,  while  the  demand  has  been  increasing, 
while  the  wine  has  been  growiiw  a  more  fiishionable  |>o- 
tation,  (thanks,  perha{».  to  the  Teech  who  (fiscovered  its 
curative  virtue,)  there  has  been  no  home  pro^etion  to 
compete  with  toe  foreign  supply. 

tientlemen  say  that  sugar  has  become  an  object  of 
general  use— -an  article  of  primary  necessity  to  the  people: 
\ery  strongest  reason  which,  in  the  common  sense  of 
mankind,  can  possibly  be  asugned  for  the  encouragement 
of  its  production  here,  in  the  midst  of  the  people  to  whom 
it  is  an  article  at  primary  necesu^i  the  very  ground  on 
which  all  our  wisest  statewnen  have  uni^mly  recommend- 
ed and  <jtiux  tlung>  umlar  in  character,  to  the  foster- 
ing protection  of  OnvemiiMat.  The  reason  which  pnnnpta 
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the  gcnOcnuui  to  tir  and  cnuh  tfie  neeetniy  product  ftt 
hoBke^  u  the  very  ptMiejwIuch  led  Fmwe,  ^  only  shows 
bow  kerned  sbttemen,  wa  wdl  as  docton,  difier,)  wHb 
eokmies  cmpable  of  furnMiing  it  so  ibundantty  mA  so 
cht»p,  to  «a*cw  a  heuy  duty,  to  encotinge  its  muiii&c- 
ture  from  the  beet,  in  order  that  ber  peo^e,  to  whom  it 
is  u  much  an  vticle  or  primary  neeeiMty  as  it  is  to  us, 
m^t  partidpitte  in  the  labor,  and  come  in  for  a  share  trf 
uw  expenditures  which  the  manaftcture  requires;  and, 
also,  tw  they  might,  in  part,  derire  their  supply  from 
tiieir  own  soil,  free  from  the  casualties  of  Hie  tKMSteroos! 
clement  over  which  it  had  to  be  tvanqtorted,  and  seeme 
from  the  deeds  of  Tiolence  that  are  eonstantly  done  on  its 
surface. 

It  is  an  article  of  primary  neoeasihr  to  tiie  people,  b  it? 
Why  to  be  sure  it  is:  and  that  they  knew  it  to  be  so,  was 
just  what,  in  181^  impelled  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Slates  to  adopt  tiie  poliqr*  and  phoe  tlus  do^  on  the 
Ibotii^  on  whtdi  it  has  stood  ever  naee.  And,  sir,  what 
portions  of  the  American  people  were  then  the  freest  and 
the  foremost  \o  plight  their  troth  to  us,  and  tempt  us  to 
embark  our  fortones  in  the  precarious  culture?  It  was 
the  people  of  Georgia,  and  Carolina,  and  Virginia,  and 
Tennessee — the  very  men  who  now  pursue  us  with  hound 
and  with  horn. 

In  181^  when  the  proposal  was  made  on  tlus  floor  to 
add  one  half  cent  for  protection,  the  representation  of 
Geoivia  voted  for  it  ananimonsly;  so  also  did  the  delega. 
lion  mm  Tennessee.  The  measure  was  sustained  by  the 
wisdom  of  the  Archers,  and  the  Uacons,  and  the  Calbouns, 
as  well  as  by  the  safHeiit  forecast  and  reproacbless  virtoe 
of  Lowndes — the  Tery  pn>[diet8  and  j^Mstleaof  your  poli- 
tical creed. 

And,  sir,  what  was  the  animating  motive  with  the  men 
of  that  day?  I'bey  were  groaning  under  the  sense  of 
present  burdeni^  and  smarting  with  the  recollection  of 
recent  and  greater  tmpresnon.  By  resorting  to  the  pro- 
tective enedient,  tiiey  sought  to  palliaie  the  evi)s  to 
which  bolh  they  and  their  people  were  then  so  senstbiy 
abve,  and  to  prevent  the  posnble  recurrence  of  woes  still 
fresh  in  their  remembrance.  And  has  not  the  wisdom  of 
their  ways  been  fully  tested  by  that  great  assayer  of  hu- 
man actions—time?  Have  we  not  already  done  more  in 
their  behalf  than  they  ever  imagined  we  could  do?  From 
a  general  average,  in  all  times,  of  fiomtentofif^n  cenb, 
and  an  oceanoiul  war  average  of  from  twenty  to  twenty- 
four  cents,  we  have  brought  tlie  price  down  to  ^e  ave- 
rage of  five  cents  and  a  quarter,  as  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man  himself.  And  what  more  could  the  eu[ridi^  of  any 
man  desire?  Is  not  it  enough  to  gr^ifythe  most  untoward 
propensity  for  cheap? 

Yet  this  very  fact  of  the  extreme  modieity  of  Ae  pre- 
sent price  is,  in  part,  what  caHs  forUi  the  gentleman's 
moaning.  In  his  preamble  he  whereases  about  the  extra- 
vagance of  the  duty  in  proportion  to  the  price.  Now,  if 
the  duty  be  cxtravi^nt,  in  comparison  to  the  price,  the 
converse  must  follow,  that  the  price  is  insignificant  in 
comparison  with  the  duty:  yet,  at  the  time  you  saw  fit  to 
create  the  duty,  it  was  but  small  ip  relation  to  the  price. 
And  if  there  be  any  argument  in  the  preambular  propo- 
sition, it  must  be  the  most  inconveiuent  one  in  the  worid; 
seung  that  the  mim  we  Tower  the  price,  the  more  we 
strengthen  the  augumentagitinst  us;.in8omuch  that  by  tfie 
time  we  give  him  sugar  for  nothlfig,  (as  we  seem  hkely 
soon  to  do,  if  we  keep  on  in  the  same  way»)  the  argument 
will  be  perfectly  irresistible. 

But  go  on,  and  consummate  your  work.  Only  fulminate 
the  thunders  of  your  Vatican  agunst  us:  pronounce  your 
anatliema,  and  bid  our  factories  be  still:  and  go  back  to 
the  islantU  ot  your  love,  with  a  new  biNrh  demand  of  one 
hundred  millions  of  pounds:  and  then  send  forth  your 
lUplonmts  to  sue  and  entreat,  and  allude  diqMt^;ingly  to 
the  policy  of  their  own  countiy,  and  pdnt  out  irtier^ 


advantages  nay  be  gwned  over  k;  and  eventually,  'perfai^ 
strike  up  a  nnd  of  batgHU,  cakuhtcJ  to  pnoe  your 
adverasnes  on  the  vantage  ground,  and  drive  your  poor 
contemned  Sag  from  the  ocean.  Do  this,  I  ay,  and  you 
will  soon  cease  to  have  any  canse  to  complain  of  the  smsO- 
jness  of  the  price  in  eonqiaiison  with  the  doty;  ^ou  will 
soon  see  a  rise  of  fi(^  or  a  fanndxed  per  cent  in  this  conn- 
try.  We  dun  tiieo  see  who  is  tand  and  oppressed, 
tlien,  in  soodi,  shdl  we  feel  the  |;ripc  cf  the  **grin£ng 
monopolist,''  and  own,  too,  the  might  of  the  fcrestaDing 
speciuatcn^t  from  whose  fratemr^,  even  at  tlus  moment 
methinks  I  hear'bat  <Mie  vtnce,  flnm  New  Orieans  to  Bos- 
ton, calling  on  you  to  do  the  deed  of  folly,  and  conuut  to 
their  tender  mercies  tiie  exchmve  care  of  snpplyii^  yoor 
people  with  the  article  of  primary  necesnty* 

The  gentleman,  in  tus  speech  or  preamble,  (no  matter 
which,  tor  he  intended  his  preamble  as  a  speech,)  talks 
^ut  the  three  cents  iaty,  levied  on  the  conAuner,  as  a 
bounty  to  the  fwoducer,  s^^  angmenting  the  price  to  eadi 
by  the  amount  of  duty;  and  from  tiience  he  conjures  up 
hts  *'  chimera  dire,"  to  bewilder  the  minds  of  hts  people, 
and  "nlence  Ae  whistle  of  his  ploughmen,"  iJxMit  mil- 
lions of  taxes! — taxes  which,  in  nature,  in  reason,  and  in 
trtith,  have  about  as  mach  existence  as  the  &bled  mon- 
ster itself,  winch  is  but  a  ^avioasofli|iring  of  awkward 
fancy. 

He  lumself  demmutrates  the  idea  to  be  baaefets.  To 
beg^n  to  make  out  the  propomtion,  he  should  have  sfaovn 
that  tiie  same  qnali^  of  sugar  sold  in  the  West  Indies  for 
three  cents  in  the  pound  less  than  at  New  Orleans-  Did 
he  show  anv  such  thing?  No.  Did  he  even  assert  it?  No; 
he  ventured  no  direct  asseveration  about  it.  But  he  did 
hold  out'an  inuendo.  Of  what?— of  a  difliereace  of  three 
cents?  No,  but  of  about  one  cent;  which  at  once  destroys 
two-thirds  of  his  pontioo.  In  New  Orleans,  he  says,  the 
average  "tirice  is  five  and  a  qnatter.  cents,  while,  in  the 
West  Indies,  he  faitiiRates,  it  has  been  bought  fiv  four  cents. 

Bought  for  four  cents!  Now,  it  does  seem  to  me,  that 
if  it  were  at  all  important,  which  I  conceive  it  is  not,  to 
find  how  the  respective  mukets  stood,  a  (Cerent  mode 
of  analysis  might  have  been  adopted.  If  an^  man  of  ordi- 
nary intellect  had  been  put  on  the  invest^lton,  he  would, 
probably,  have  deemed  it  proper  to  try  and  ascertwn,  not 
what  was  the  average  price  at  one  pbice,  and  what  it  bad 
been  boug^  for  at  anodkc^  bu^  what  was  the  average 
price  at  both  places. 

Bought  for  four  cents  in  die  West  Indies!  Why,  I  raise 
no  contest  at  all  on  that  point  I  am  free  to  admit  that  it 
has  been  bought  for  four  cents  and  for  two  cents.  I  am 
sure  that  I  have  frequently  known  our  sugars  at  New 
Orleans  bought  fox  four  cents  andfw  two  cents,  at  a  time 
when  the  general  ftven^  price  ranged  a  full  cent,  or 
a  cent  and  a  hat(  higher  than  it  does  now;  those,  bow- 
ever,  were  extreme  cases  of  infwior  sugar,  w-sugar  aM 
at  a  sacrifice. 

Since  it  has  so  happened  tiiat  we  have  gone  into  some 
examination  as  to  the  respective  prices,  let  ns  see  if  we 
have  any  means  of  eluudation  at  hand.  The  most  con- 
venient source  to  wUch  I  can  apply,  would  be,  I  dunk, 
the  report  of  your  own  Treasury  Department,  made  swne 
weeks  ago,  in  compliance  wUb  a  call  from  this  Bonse; 
moved,  no  doubt,  with  no  very  friendly  purpose  to  the 
subject,  but  for  whidi  I  aclcnowle^e  obligation  to  the 
mover,  seeing  it  has  furnished  me  with  documentary  evi- 
dence of  a  fact  which  I  was  not  aware  was  so  earily  to  be 
obtained.  * 

The  report  contains  a'statetnent  of  the  quantity  of  sugar 
imported  into  the  United  States  for  a  number  of  yean, 
with  its  average  cost  at  the  places  whence  imported.  I 
take  the  penod  nigbest  our  own  time,  vix.  nine  months 
oT  1830,  and  selecting  from  it  the  average  price  of  biowa 
sugar,  at  the  several  places  ofits  growth,  I  find  the  table 
to  be  as  foDovst 
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Dntjf  an  Sugar. 


[U.  or  R. 


[Mr.  W.  here  read  from  the  treasury  report.] 

Com,  MUto. 

Swedi^  Wert  Indies,      ...      5  5 

*  Duiidi  Weat  lR(£et,      ...      3  3 

Datch  West  Indie%  ....  5  0 
British  Wert  Indies,  ..-.54 

Britirii  American  cokmiek,       -      -      9  9 

French' Ameriewi  ooloiuei^      -      -      4  3 

■  H»yti,                                             9  1 

Cuba..  5  3 

Other  Smiuih  Wert  ln£^  ..49 

Cout  of  Bnuil,       •      -      .   -  .      5  6 

CohHDbiit  6  0 

All  other  plMM,      -      ...      6  3 

Having  thus  gainedsotne insight  into  the  average  prices 
in  the  countries  of  our  vicinity,  let  ui  see  what  news,  if 
u)T»  can  be  obtained  from  New  Orleans.  I  read  from 
"  Bright's  New  Orleans  Prices  Current  and  Commercial 
Intelligencer^"  a  paper  of  undoubted  authority,  of  the  Sth 
February,  1331,  head  Sugar: 

"  The  demand  has  abated  very  much,  and  we  auote  at 
five  cents,  dull.  None  hot  that  of  very  good  miuity  ynU 
command  that  price;  to  obtain  more,  the  article  murt  be 
superior  in  every  respect,  and  at  such  distance  from  the 
ci^  as  win  suit  convemenee." 

I  will  also  beg  leave  to  read  an  extract  of  a  letter  dated 
January  26,  from  an  eminent  commission  merchant  in  New 
Orleans,  a  gentlemaii  well  known  to  many  in  this  House: 
The  letter  was  not  addressed  to  me,  nor  written  with  any 
reference  to  such  a  use.  and  I  owe  it  to  the  politeness  of 
his  correspondent  that  I  am  permitted  to  Kid  iL  He 
says,  "  Sugar  is  down  to  4  a  5t  cents.** 

We  thus  find  that  the  average  price  is.  fn  reality,  be- 
tween four  and  five  cents;  and  tha^  after  all  this  uproar, 
this  prodigious  outcry  about  three  cents  in  the  pound, 
wrenched  from  the  consumer,  as  a  gratuity  to  the  producer, 
these  three  millions  of  taxes,  as  a  bounty  to  infkite  the 
pockets  of  a  few  planters  in  Louisiana — in  point  of  fact,  the 
bounty  proceeds  from  the  planter,  and  ia  enjoyed  by  the 
consumeri  that  it  is  we  who  are  taxed  and  oppressed; 
that  we  hare  taxed  ourselves— Jnveigled  into  it  by  your 
policy — ^bave  taxed  our  time,  our  industry,  our  vigils,  our 
capital,  to  such  an  extent,  that  we  now  supply  tfic  crav- 
ings of  your  appetite  fbr  less  tlian  you  can  buy  the  luxury 
for  on  tbe  plantations  of  the  West  Indies-  That  we  ac- 
tually do.  in  a  general  way,  undersell  the  Swedistb  and 
British  islands,  as  well  as  Cuba,  and  that  we  ^t  a  trifle 
•more  than  half  the  price  it  commands  at  Hayti. 

Now.  by  what  poesible  means,  by  what  m^c  spell,  we 
have  ever  been  able  to  accomplish  so  much,  is.  otic  would 
think,  a  question  which*  when  the  physical'  and  advenU- 
tious  circumstaoces  of  the  two  countries  are  coiimdered, 
would  puxzle  even  the  fiicde  imagination  of  the  honorable 
mover  bimself.  Tbe  enigma  of  the  aphynx  would  seem 
to  be  a  commonplace  chikl's  riddTe  in  the  comparison. 
There  is  but  one  at^utioa  to  it,  and  that  is.  the  aU-sur- 
ntounting  ener^s  1^  American  enterprise  when  induced 
to  exert  itself  in  any  ^ven  direction. 

Sir,  what  are  the  relative,  natural,  and  accidental  cir- 
cumstances of  that  archipelago  and  of  Louisiana.'  Why, 
on  those  genial  isles,  thosf  ocean  gems,  the  fostering 
sun  be^jns  vertically  from  January  to  January.  There 
the  pLmt  has  tl^  whole  twelve  months,  with  twelve  more 
to  that  if  necessary,  to  mature  and  concoct  its  juices. 
With  uB  it  has  but  six  shqrt  mootbs  to  now — from  the 
last  fiats  of  sprii^  to  the  6rrt  Ussts  which  chill  tbe  au- 
tumu.  They  have  the  tivetoi)f  year  to  grind  and  manu- 
&cture  in;  we  can  claim  but  ihe  hurried  period  of  two  or 
three  months  wlueh  is  liable  to  be  abridged.  They  ^t 
tbeir  laborers  from  the  banks  of  the  Niger,  or  the  Zaire. 

•  This  is  ih*  faMtriar  HniMvaAi,  wkieh  is  ^niw  a  dl  Armt  ariUt^ 
Biri  ils«s       com  ts  NvirtMoa  vhk  Ikr  fffldiiiary  brawn  lusar. 


for  about  one  hundred  doUars  a  piece.  We  procure  ours 
from  tbe  shores  of  tbe  Cfaesspeake  and  its  tributaries,  and 
from  the  gentleman's  own  Savannah,  at  four,  five,  and  nx 
hundred  dollars.  Tbeir  ploughmen  or  their  boemen  want 
no  purchased  clothing;  like  our  primitive  parents,  a  fig- 
leaf  is  the  ordinary  costume  they  prefer.  Ours  are  clad 
at  great  aggregate  expense  from  the  product  of  your  ma- 
nuuctoriea.  For  their  people  they  have  little  or  no  food 
to  buy;  the^reqime  nonef  ^eyare  sustained  by  "the 
gushing  fruits  which  nature  gives  untilled."  A  patch  of 
plantains  and  baiunas,  once  formed,  supports  the  man  for- 
ever  and  a  day.  Ours  are  nourished  by  the  costly  alimentsi 
the  com.  the  fish,  the  pork,  which  you  Bupi)ly. 

And  yet,  with  aQ  thf»e  adranta^s  on  their  side,  it  is  a 
notorious  htA  that  all  the  colonies'  have,  of  late  years 
been  in  "the  mort  deplorable  condition;  and  it  has  been  an 
engrosung  object  with  the  parent  countries  to  try  and 
devise  expedients  to  uphold  and  save  tliem  fVom  utter 
bankruptcy;  while  we.  with  all  our  opposing  <^stacles, 
contributing,  as  we  have  to  do,  annual  millions  to  the  rert 
of  you,  have  not  only  brou^t  them  down  In  their  prices 
but  have  descended  to  compete,  and  do  compete,  with 
them,  on  the  level  of  their  own  platform.  And  yet  tbere 
are  gentlemen  who  still  pretend  to  believe,  for  I  cannot 
give  credit  for  any  thing  but  pretence,  that  we  are  an- 
nually coining  cent  per  cent,  on  tbe  capital  we  employ! 

Bu^  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  onepropMitton.  of  the  truth 
of  which  I  feel  a  deeper  sense  of^  conviction  than  of  any 
other  propoMtion  connected  with  the  subject.  It  is  this, 
that  all  our  inquiries,  touclung  the  relative  price  at  home 
and  abroad,  can  serve  no  other  end  than  to  gratify  a  mere 
idle,  speculative  curiosity;  that,  if  they  properly  undcr^ 
stood  the  subject,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
especially  those  of  Geor^  and  Virginia,  would  scout  all 
such  attempts  to  delude  them  by  phantoms  and  bugbears, 
and  would  perceive  ttut  their  only  motive  of  interest  in 
looking  to  the  priee  of  su^  at  New  Orleans  should  be 
to  watch  over  it,'  and  keep  it  up  to  a  standard  of  fair  profit 
there;  that  the  fifty  millions  employed  in  the  culture  are 
fifty  millions  at  work  for  their  emolument — with  tltis  dis- 
crimination from  ordinary  investments,  that  you  have 
neither  the  risk  of  the  capital  nor  the  trouble  of  the  ad. 
nunistiafion.  Th»  wouhf  fetch  me  to  that  part  of  the 
subject  which  relates  to  the  great  question  of  the  marketi 
a  question  of  mwe  intrioMC  importance  than  all  the  rert 
combined. 

Sir,  if  I  were  to  attempt  an  exposition  of  the  enormity 
of  the  demand  which  the  sugar  making  creates  for  the 
productions  of  all  the  people  in  ^ia  Union,  from  those 
who  dwell  oil  our  extreme  Eastern  seaboard,  with  their 
oil  and  tbeir  fish,  down  to  those  who  live  on  our  imme^ 
diate  confines,  with  another  q>ecies  of  bipedal  proi>er^, 
■t  would  require  more' time  than  I  have  consumed  in  att 
the  other  topics  put  together. 

But,  sir,  my  moments  are  counted:  I  see  the  goal  be- 
yond  wtuch  I  cannot  be  allowed  to  proceed;  and  I  must, 
therefore,  with  a  view  to  obtun,  not  a  full  description  of 
the  subject  but  a  mere  vista  leading  into  the  interminable 
fiel<l,  agun  invite  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  docu- 
menU  on  tbe  table;  wherein  thev  will  percave  that  it 
creates  an  annual  inland  trade  of  from  four  to  seven  nul- 
lions,  and  tfiat  the  balance  is  against  us;  that  tlie  sunr 
planters  of  Louiriana  have  been  actually  buying  from  me 
rest  of  the  people  of  tbe  United  States,  for  millions  be- 
yond the  whole  amount  of  their  revenues.  It  is  a  fiict, 
not  more  curious  than  true;  uid  I  only  lament  that  time 
caiuwt  be  allowed  to  offer  some  explanation  of  the  seem- 
ing anomaly,  by  giving  an  account  of  the  sums  diverted 
from  other  employments,  and  rused  by  forced  loans, 
which  they  have  been  pouriiw  over  your  respective  landi^ 
creating  brisk  demaniu  and  high  prices  for  every  thiiy 
you  hare  faadteseU.  The  unvarnished  talemi{^^  po^ 
sibly,  vUnite  Hit  dusd  1^  aetfinterest  in  the  bosoms  of 
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BtjrruUing  old  Doeummts. 


[Fib.  26,  1831. 


al^  and  more  especially  of  tboae  from  vhom  ttus  itiange., 
tinaccoontable  mova  proceeds  i  jtX  I  mmt  needi^  bov- 
erer  loth,  pmb  tiie  sabject  bj. 

There  wai  ano^r  gentleman,  who  spoke  on  this  reso- 
lution, to  whose  argament  1  am  bound,  from  comity,  to 
bestow  some  notice — a  ^ntieman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Albxaitdkb.]  Very  little  fell  from  faim  to  require  any 
answer  on  ny  part  He  admits  that  the  Mccess  of  this 
proiect  would  materially  impair  the  value  of  the  property 
of  ois  constituents.  That  is  just  what  I  say;  ntd,  uere- 
fbre,  in  that  rnpect,  there  is  notiniw  atisiae  between  us. 
But  he  saya  that,  with  a  full  knowledge  6[  the  injury  it 
vould  be  to  bis  people,  he  is  induced  to  advocate  the 
measure,  becaiue  it  depends  on  a  principle. 

On  a  principled  Why,  how  does  that  aker  the  case? 
Do  not  we  all  proceed  on  a  principle?— 48  well  those  who 
vote  for  the  maintenance  of  duties  as  those  who  go  for 
their  abolition  ?  The  oppowte  points  of  the  needle,  which 
feel  for  the  opposing  poles  of  the  earth,  act  each  on  its 
principle— a  great  phyncai  principle,  impressed  by  the 
inscrutable  hand  of  Creation.  So,  also,  in  the  moral 
world,  the  moat  diveiging  points  of  ooi^iet  all  cUm  to 
have  a  principle  to  wmeh  they  tend.  Everjr  thing  is  a 
priniMpIe. 

But,  sir,  there  are  two  principles  in  the  world.  There 
is  the  principle  beneficent,  and  the  principle  mrielicent. 
The  Hindoos  also  had  their  Brama  and  their  Vichenou— 
one  the  good  principle,  the  creating  and  preserving  prin- 
ciple) the  other  the  enl  prinnple,  the  dcstrc^ng  princi- 

Ele.   And,  nr.  each  had  its  votaries,  equally  ready  to 
kzard  all  and  every  thing  iiLits  vindication.  I  had  hoped 
thi  days  of  such  enthusiasm  had  gone  by. 

It  is  a  principle  with  the  gentieman  to  construe  the 
powers  of  this  Government  differently  from  all  the  past 
politicians  of  his  own  State— the  very  men  who  fought  the 
good  fi|^t  of  the  revolution,  and  helped  to  build  up  the 
frame-wffl-k  of  tlits  rep\iblic.  It  is  a  principle  with  me  to 
interpret  them  as  'Washington  and  Adama^  and  tbeirco- 
laborators— as  Jefferson,  and  Madison,  and  Monroe,  have 
done;  to  say  nothing  of  the  patriots  of  our  own  days,  the 
monument  of  whose  fame  and  public  services  towers  too 
high  to  be  seen  by  our  poor  obfuscated  vision,  filmed  by 
the  passion  of  party,  in  all  that  beauty  and  sublimity  oif 
outlme  which  the  remove  of  another  generation  will  im- 
part to  the  view. 

With  the  gentieman  it  i4  a  principle  to  deny  to  this 
Government  the  right  to  prondt  for  the  general  weal  of 
its  people.  With  me  it  is'  a  prindple  to  preserve  to  it, 
at  far  u  my  feeble  efforts  may,  the  powers  necessai^  to 
secure  me  in  the  enjoyment  of  "life  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness,"  and  liberty,  too — rational  liberty — that  which 
depends  for  its  being  on  obedience  t«the  law;  not  that 
wild,  unbridled  liberty,  the  most  odions  form  of  despo- 
tism, *■  which  knows  no  master  but  its  mood." 

HEPRINTING  OLD  DOCUMENTS. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  prorisint  for  a  subscription 
to  a  compilation  of  congressional  documents,  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  said  be  did  not  know  that  any  thing  he 
-could  say  on  this^subiect  would  at  this  time  have  aiiy  avail 
on  the  deosion  of  Uie  House.  He  had  Httle  hope  that 
any  appeal  he  might  make  to  the  aober  judgment  of  the 
House  would  prevent  the  passage  of  this  obnououa  mea- 
sure. But  a  duty  which  he  felt  he  owed  to  Ins  constitu- 
ents, to  himself,  and  his  country,  forbid  Us  givnigasilent 
vote.  Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  T  can  butexpreasmy  regret tlut, 
mt  this  la^  period  of  the  seanon,  tnis  measure,  without 
attempting  to  explain  ita.  utiSty  or  prot>able  expense, 
shoidd  be  huined  tbnogh  the  House  in-  this  unprece- 
dented manner.  He  auced  gen^men  if  this  was  the 
usual  course  for  bills  containing  appromiatioM  to  take. 
Was  it  not  ttnal  t»  tfaem  to  go  to  a  Coanhtee  of  tbo 


Wbol^  and  be  there  diacnased,  and  a  free  interehai^  of 
iNKnion  take  placed  He  had  too  much  respect  fbr  tbe 
chairman  of  the  lubnuy  conmHtee,  who  had  reported 
this  bill,  to  even  presume  he  would  bold  back  any  infor- 
mation which  might  be  useful  in  relation  to  the  probable 
expense  to  be  incurred.  It,  however,  had  not  been 
given,  and  the  House,  almost  at  tbe  close  of  tbe  aesnon, 
were  called  upon  to  adopt  a  measure  which,  if  cairied 
into  effect,  would  incur  an  expense  of  between  fiity  and 
nxty  thousand  dolhtrs—and  for  what,'  mt}  Why  to  re- 
print a  parcel  of  oM  documratSh  now  in  die  arauves  of 
the  House,  where  any  gentleman  can  command  them  if  he 
wishes.  Sir,  continued  Mr.  S.,  you  have  passed  penrioa 
bills  this  sesnon,  you  have  pensioned  the  poor  soldier, 
and  tGe  rich  soldier,  but  you  are  now  about  to  pass  a  pen- 
sion law  more  obnoxious  than  any  heretofore  passed. 
You  are  about  pensioning  two  printers  in  this  cit}',  whom 
you  hare  heretofore  discarded  from  your  confidence. 
Yes,  ur,  vou  now  propose  to  give  them  a  job  equal  to  tho 
printing  for  Congress  ten  years.  These  printers,  Messrs. 
Cialesand  Seaton,who,  two  years  ago,  were  discarded  from 
the  confidence  of  the  House  on  account  of  their  political 
principles,  are  now  to  be  taken  in  prefisrence  to  all  others, 
and  given  this  job  as  an  annuity  or  pennon;  and  for  what, 
sir?  Could  any  gentleman  tell  what  this  pennora  is  fbrr 
la  it  because  they  have  and  are  daily  vomiting  forth  pol- 
lutton  or  abuse  or  Andrew  Jackson  and  his  admuliatratioti? 
He  asked  gentlemen  if  these  printer*  were  not  unng  every 
means  in  meir  power,  just  and  unjust,  to  bring  this  admi- 
nistration into  contempt.  He  could  onty  express  his  re- 
gret to  some  of  the  friends  of  tiie  adminisfnition,  in  tbe 
ranks  of  the  oppontion,  lending  their  sanction  to  a  mea- 
sure which  would  effectuiJly  give  it  a  stab.  Why,  wr,  is 
it  that  Galea  and  Seaton  arc*  selected  in  preference  to  all 
other  printers  to  do  this  work,  if  it  is  expedient  to  effect 
it>  Why  not  hsve  it  discretionary  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
Ilouse  to  employ  those  who  wo\dd  do  it  the  cheapest? 
Is  there  not  on  your  table  a  proportion  to  print  these 
documents,  and  let  you  take  them  at  your  own  price- 
When  they  should  be  printed,  the  House  could  judge  of 
their  value.  He  was  admonished  that  the  time  of  the 
House  was  precious.  He  rose  only  to  do  what  he  con- 
sidered his  duty.  It  did  seem  to  him  that  the  House  were 
about  to  take  a  step  which  would  not  by  an^  means  meet 
the  sanction  of  the  people.  He  wished  hia  coastltoentJ 
to  see  lus  vote.    He  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nvfa. 

Mr.  DBATTON'  said,  to  dedde  vpon  the  passage  or 
rejection  of  this  bill,  it  appears  to  me  that  we  riiould  de- 
termine, 1st,  whether  the  documents  proposed  to  be  pub- 
lished, are  such  as  we  stand  in  need  oi  in  the  discharge 
our  lagisbtlve  duties;  2d1y,  whether,  supposing  this  to  be 
the  case,  we  have  the  legitimate  power  to  procure  them.' 
The  documenta  referred  to  comprehend  those  State  papen 
of  the  Executive  and  its  department^  and  those  reports 
of  both  branches  of  Congress,  which  are  of  pccaliar  im- 
portance, tnaxi  their  throwing  Gght  np<m  the  principles 
of  the  interior  and  exterior  policy  of  our  Government  du- 
ring the  long  interval  which  elapsed  from  the  adoption  of 
the  federal  constitution  to  the  year  2813.  Tlie  contents 
of  these  papers  are  known  but  to  few.  Of  many  irf"  then 
there  are  but  two  or  three  copies  extant,  and  others  of 
them  are  only  to  be  found  in  manuscript,  in  the  pawcwson 
of  a  small  number  of  persons.  Surely  the  records  of  the 
United  Btate^  upon  subjects  which  ought  to  be  ftmifiar 
to  every  Senator  and  Representative,  should  be  e«uly  at- 
tainable;  and  yet  the  reverse  is  notoriously  the  fact.  With- 
in my  OWTI  limited  experience  as  a  member  of  a  oommittee 
of  this  House,  it  has  occurred  to  me,  upon  several  occa- 
sions, to  make  fruitless  exertions  to  obtain  dooimenb  re- 
lating to  an  early  period  of  oar  Government,  which  woold 
liave  aided  me  in  the  performance  my  duties.  These 
hnpediments  in  our  way  ought  to  be  removed;  and  iheiiU 
this  bill  become  a  Uw,  ttey  will  be  effectually  rcmored. 
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Should  it  be  rejected,  ve  must,  to  %  certiin  extent,  be 
deprived  of  the  bendit  of  the  labors  of  those  who  have 
preceded  us,  ond  be  lew  competent  to  execute  those 
which  devolve  upon  ourselvet.  The  eooatitutiontl  power 
to  mftke  an  tpproprwtion  of  money  fiir  tbeie  documents, 
I  think  we  clearly  possess.  We  have  a  right  to  resort  to 
the  necessary  meaiu  to  en^le  us  to  discharf^  the  duties 
which  are  prescribed  to  us  is  legislators.  IVithout  infor- 
ni:ttion  upon  a  variety  of  questions  which  engaged  the 
minds,  and  a  variety  (rf*  fiwts^  the  investigation  m  which 
occupied  the  time  of  our  predecessors,  we  should  fre- 
quently be  defident  in  the  Knowledge  requirite  to  ^rect 
our  judgments.  .This  evil  will  be  incr^iscd  by  deUf . 
We  should,  therefore,  apply  the  remedy  whilst  It  is  m 
our  power  to  do  so.  I  have  always  been  opposed  to  ap- 
propriating money  for  books  to  be  distributed  among  tlie 
members,  which  could  be  purchased  at  the  I>ook  snops} 
but  a  work  like  this  under  consideration  will  never  be 
undertaken  without  the  aid  of  Congress.  Our  right  to 
faftve  these  doeumenti  published,  stands  upon  tbe  same 
looting  as 'ordering  to  be  printed  an  additioiul  niunber  of 
the  Executive  memgei,  or  congreaaional  reports — a 
right  which  has  been  acquiesced  in  wltlMut  a  aln^  dis- 
sentient voice. 

It  has  been  said  by  gentlemen,  that,  admitting  the  pro- 
priety of  having  executed  what  this  bill  contemplates, 
the  expense  mcidentai  ta  it  will  be  enormous — that  the 
selection  of  what  is  to  be  printed^  is  leil  to  the  unli- 
mited discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Clerk  of  this  House,  who  may  sanction  the  'publication  of 
useless  trash,  so  as  to  increase  the  number  of  volumes, 
and  to  augment  the  cost  far  beyond  what  we  should  feel 
ouTBcIves  justified  in  appropriating.  I  can  Only  reply  to 
these  arguments,  that  I  am  informed  by  the  most  respect- 
able authority,  that  the  expense  cannot  exceed  ^0,000, 
and  that  the  bill  auAcieidty  guards  against  ^  other  ob- 
jection of  abuse  of  authori;^  m  the  officers  of  ttui  and  of 
the  other  House.  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  will  be  bound  by 
the  respect  which  they  owe  to  themselves,  and  by  the 
obligations  of  their  official  responnbihty,  to  perform  faith- 
fully the  trust  which  ia  confided  to  them.  If  the  publica- 
tion  be  provided  for,  these  oflicers  are  best  qualified  to 
jBupcrintend  and  direct  it  We  have  elected  them  to  the 
utuatima  in  wUdi  they  are  place^-they  have  (Uscharged 
the  duties  aaaigned  to  tfaem  with  abifity  and  integrity,  and 
their  repeated  elections  manifest  that  tlie  opinions  which 
we  originally  entertained  of  them,  have  remained  \mim- 
paired.  Is  it  reasonable,  then,  to  suspect  that  they  will 
iiul  to  execute  what  is  required  of  them,  without  any  temp- 
tation from  interest,  and  with  the  means  in  the  Repre- 
sentatires  of  detecting  any  treachery  or  impropifetjr  in 
their  eonchict? 

Gentlemen  have  also  urged  that  ve  ought  not  to  pass 
this  bill,  because  tiie  effect  would  be  to  confer  a  lucrative 
employment  upon  tlioae  who  are  hostile  to  the  adminis- 
tration. The  press  is  free.  The  iodriduats  alluded  to 
aire  as  well  entitled  to  express  their  sentiments  aa  I  am  to 
express  mine.  .  Their  opinion  may  be  correct,  and  mine 
wrong,  or  the  reverse  may  be  the  case.  However  this 
may  be^  I  would  never  inqmre  to  what  part^  any  one  was 
attached  wlu>  proposed  to  enter  into  a  cimto*ct  for  print- 
ihg  our  proccediugs.  Hy  lole  inqiuriea  would  be,  whe- 
ther he  could  execute  it  with  fidelt^,  and  for  a  just  com- 
pensation. Satisfied  upon  these  pomts,  1  should  regard  it 
^  a  proscription  which  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  in  a  free 
and  cnlt^tened  body,  to  reject  his  application  because 
bis  political  muniooa  were  at  variance  with  those  of  the 
au^^ority.  Itenr  votes  are  to  be  inflaenced  by  snch  a 
motive,  to  talk  of  the  liberty  of  the  press  would  be  a  dehi- 
MOn  and  a  moekaiy. 

Mr.  WAYNEaboadvoGatedthepamgcofthebUliand 

Mr.  FOLK  and  Mr.  YANCEY  warmly  opposed  H. 
Vo&.  VIL^53 


Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  then  said  he  derired  to 
state  the  reasons  which  would  influence  his  mind  in  the 
vote  he  was  about  to  give,  for  gentlemen  had  made  such 
broad  and  unquidified  assertions,  that  his  motives  might 
be  DUBUnderstood  if  he  gave  that  vote  rilently.  The  gen- 
tleman from  North  CarMina,  [Mr.  Svusar,]  and  the  geiw- 
tleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pou,]  bad  deprecated  tks 
passage  of  the  bill  in  language  censorious  and  reproach- 
ful to  a  very  large  portion  of  the  House,  for  they  had  de- 
clared that,  under  the  pretence  of  printing  old  musty 
dooumenta,  we  were  about  -to  pension  the  printers  of  a 
public  newspaper  opposed  to  tlie  admlnisttmtion.  If,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  viewed  this  matter  as  thoM  gentlemen  declare 
the^  do,  I  should  most  certtunly  utute  with  them  in  de- 
feating tiie  bill,  for  they  cannot  more  earnestly  deprecate 
such  a  motive  than  I  do.  A  pension  to  printers  of  a  news- 
paper, and  foT  what?  For  nothing.  Wc  are  charged 
witb  an  intention  to  thrust  our  hands  into  the  treasury, 
and  to  abstract  from  it  the  funds  of  the  nation,  to  gratify 
a  spirit  of  wastefulness.  Sir,  the  cbai^  is  one  of  grave 
import;  and  let  us  look  at  tiie  fiicts,  and  see  whether  we 
are  about  to  abuse  tile  confidence  of  our  constituents  in 
this  reckless  manner.  Gentlemen  speak  of  the  propon* 
tion  as  if  it  were  new,  but  it'haa  been  brought  before  Uia 
two  Houses  repeatedly  within  the  last  four  years,  not  by 
special  legislation,  but  by  bur  regular  standingcommitteei, 
who  have  examined  into  tiie  matter,  and  have  lud  tba 
facts  before  us,  by  which  they  were  brought  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  public  good  called  for  the  measure.  They 
tell  U9,  that  by  fire,  ana  from  other  causes,  the  documents 
of  several  years  are  so  out  of  print,  that  the  Government  liaa 
not  a  copy  for  its  \ise;  that  of  some  years  we  have  a  angle 
copy,  of  others  a  few.  They,  therefore,  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  a  reprint  is  neceasaty.  The  proportion  ia 
to  publish  only  such  as  are  of  public  importance,  and  may 
be  useful  to  me  several  branchea  of  the  Government  ia 
perfomdng  its  arduous  and  complex  duties.  Who  doea 
not  know,  sir,  that  those  documents  contain  matter  moat 
deeply  interesting  not  <aily  to  the  Government,  but  to  thia 
peat,  free  people?  for  they  contun  the  thou^ts,  reason- 
mg,  and  principles  of  the  men  who  have  been  called  to 
administer  affairs  through  a  long  series  of  years.  They 
cont^n  much  of  our  civil  and  political  history,  which  ouf^it 
and  will  be  preserved,  if  we  place  a  proper  value  uptm 
the  experience  of  the  past,  lliia  Government,  sir,  has  ita 
foundctions  in  the  public  wiU;  and  if  we  wish  it  to  strike 
deep  into  pubUc  affection,  and  to  be  cheriahed  and  up- 
held, the  public  must  understand  not  only  its  iterations 
of  to.day,  but  its  history.  Its  records  must  not  be  confin- 
ed to  the  files  of  thia  hall,  where  none  but  members  can 
have  access  to  them,  and  not  even  they,  for  useful  pur* 
posesf  but  they  must  be  pubUahed  to  the  world, .  that  the 
wisdom  and  the  experience  the  past  may  enligbtcn  and 
guide  us  in  the  future.  We  have  nothing  to  conceal  from 
tne  public,  and  ^ould  not  gnwlge  a  litde  of  the  publio 
money,  when  it  goes  to  aid  the  cause  of  liberty,  by  difius- 
ing  abroad  a  knowledge  of  the  prindples  upon  wuch  our 
Government  rests,  and  by  esttJilishing  it  more  firmly  in 
the  hearts  of  the  people.  But  it  is  said  by  a  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  WicKufrit,]  that  we  have  no  need 
of  those  documents^  fw  he  never  seeks  far  one  which  be 
canna  find.  Sir,  this  may  be  true,  though  many  othecs 
have  not  been  so  successful  in  their  researches.  Is  it 
enou^  sir,  that  we  have  files  of  tiie  papers  which  are 
sent  into,  or  originate  in  this  body.  If  the  gentleman 
means  so  to  be  understood,  I  call  on  him  to  explun  to  mm 
the  reason  why  we  are  annually  paying  such  large  suma 
ofmoney^  printing  to  tKfeTUolic  printer.  Why  do  we 
have  jt^ublie  printcrf  If  the  mere  fiict  that  ve  have  a 
copy  of  a  document  on  file,  which  may  be  coosultei^ 
is  a  good  reason  for  not  multiplying  copies^  tiie  tijga-. 
ment  would  prove  that  we  need  no  pubnc  printer,  md 
die  pay  to^um  is  a  wHie  of  pubBs  trcaaurei  and  yet  Uu 
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reasoninf  of  the  gentleman  has  biled  to  cmmncc  hunseir, 

The  ifcndemen  anert  that  theae  documents,  though 
once  printed  for  nae  and  preaemtkn,  are  not  wanted; 
and  yet  one  of  tbeni  hai  caUed  fiir  die  lecond  reatfing  of  a 
letter  addresaed  to  jou,  mr,  by  Mr.  Green,  the  public 
printer,  and  presented  to  the  Hoose  yesterdiy  morning. 
Tlie  readii^  of  this  paper  coold  not  hare  been  demanded 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  what  has  been  put  forth  as  the 
mun  aUeestion,  diat  the  docoroents  are  not  useful  or  not 
demanded  by  the  public,  for  this  imfividual  states  tus  be- 
fieftbatanemtionmighthedi^XMKdofto  States,  public 
institutioni,  fcc.  so  as  to  pay  tlie  publisher  without  asVmg 
aid  from  Congress.    The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Hr. 
WteKurrz]  says  he  beberes  he  underrtands  this,  and  has  no 
doubt,  when  the  work  is  published,  Congress  will  be  sdll' 
cited  to  take  some  copies  of  it.    1  cnterbin  the  same  opi- 
nion, for  we  cannot  get  on  well  without  them.    T  there- 
fore would  not  delar,  to  see  whether  this  propontion  is 
ezeeoted,  and  nm  the  baaard  of  baring  it  executed  to  cor 
iatiifiustion,  but  would  proceed  at  once  to  tiie  busneas, 
and  have  the  pobfication  made  under  the  care  and  super- 
viaon  of  our  own  officers,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
Clerk  of  tile  House,  as  the  biD  ptorides;  and  if  there  be 
more  copies  than  we  have  occanon  for,  we  may  easly  dis- 
poae  of  them  if  the  pubfic  printer  i«  tig^t  in  his  opmion 
about  the  demand  mr  the  work.   I  diink,  rir,  on  a  full 
view  of  Hie  fiicta,  ttut  no  reasonable  doubt  can  be  enter- 
tahied  of  the  proprie^  of  publishing  these  papers  snew, 
for  the  eonreiuence  of  Congress  ana  the  public  good  de- 
mand it.    An  objection,  however,  has  been  made  to  the 
manner  of  doin^  it    Gentlemen  ask  why  certain  printers 
are  designated  in  the  bill;  and  there,  probably,  lies  the 
great  obstacle  with  some  to  the  measure.    We  hare  been 
asked,  in  the  apparent  ^itit  of  triumph,  in  the  course  of 
the  debate,  why  are  not  pnftioBab  made  for  ttie  lowest 
bidder,  that  we  may  have  uie  benefit  of  cmnpctition  ?  Sir, 
the  biU  authorizes  the  Clerk  to  subscribe  for  a  certain 
number  of  copies,  the  price  of  which  is  not  to  exceed 
what  we  pay  for  the  puoltc  printing.    VTow,  I  would  ask 
in  turn,  ii  this  mode  of  setting  contracts  up  at  auction  be 
wise,  why  do  we  elect  by  ballot  a  public  printer?   Wbv  is 
not  ihtt  work  set  ap  for  the  lowest  bidder,  instead  of  be- 
ing regnlaled  by  law?   If  I  am  not  mirinfonned,  men  can 
be  found,  nay,  men  have  aebialljr  made  proposals,  who 
w!U  take  it  for  less  tbu  the  law  altoTSt  nut  the  experi- 
ence of  Congress  has  produced  Ae  conviction,  that  work 
done  by  specnlatora  is  less  Ukely  to  be  done  fiijthfully  and 
wrth  despatch,  than  when  it  is  put  out  at  a  reasonable  and 
just  compensation.    The  rule  which  applies  to  the  public 
printing  appQes  to  this  business.  It  should  be  made  under 
tiieimmediate  supervirionof  our  ownoffleers(  andl  can  see 
no  reason  why  the  price  diould  be  complained  when 
its  maximum  can  never  reach  above  what  we  pay  the  pul>- 
lic  printer.    I  do  not  feel  at  Uberty  to  ne|^ect  a  duty 
which  Congress  is  called  upon,  in  the  most  imperative 
manner,  to  perform,  any  longer.  The  publication  is  iden- 
tified with  tile  history,  pr<^;ress,  and  principles  of  this 
Government,  and  all  who  feel  an  interest  in  its  preser\-a- 
tion  and  success  must  acknowledge  the  necesuty  of  sav- 
ing the  lights  of  eiqierienc^  not  only  to  guide  us,  but  all 
wboinay  come  after  us.    I  would  not  so  soon  fnrget  the 
works  (ff  the  fiithers  of  the  country^  nor  suffer  them  to  be 
buried  with  their  authors.   

The  previous  question  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  PETTIS, 
and  wassostainea  by  the  House. 

llie  previous  question,  that  ui^  Shall  die  niahi  question 
be  now  put?  wa^  on  Uie  call  of  Mr.  SPEIGHT,  taken  by 
yeas  and  nayi,  and  carried— 107  to  77. 

The  mun  question,  on  the  passage  of  tlie  bil^  was  then 
put'by  yeas  and  nayi^  and  carried  as  follows: 

TfiAS.— Messrf.  Archer,  Amohl,  Bailey,  Barber.  Bar- 
bou^  Barringer,  Bartley,  Batei^  Baylor,  Beckman,  Bu 


chaoan,  Burges,  Batman,  Cabooo,  Chiltui.  Clark,  Con- 
(Uct,  Cooper,  C^mher,  Cowles^  ^'^■jB*  Crane,  Crocks 
Creighton,  Crowiundiicld,  John  Dkvis,  Denny,  IMckinsoi^ 
Doddridge,  Drayton,  Dodleiy,  Duncan,  Dwight,  E^er,  , 
EUsworln,  George  Erao^  Joaboa  Evan^  Edward  Everett, 
Horace  Everett,  Finch,  Porwatd,  Gitmorc,  Grennell.  Gur- 
ley,  RawkiDS,  fiemphUI,  Hodges,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Hunt- 
ington, IngersoO,  Johns,  R.  U.  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kincaid, 
Leiper,  Letcher,  Martindale,  Mercer,  Mitchell,  Muhkn- 
bet^  Fearcc,  Pieraon,  Ramsey,  Randolph,  Rce^  Richard- 
son, Boae,  William  B.  Shepud,  Semmes,  Sill,  Ambrose 
Spencer,  (Stanbeiy,  Stcru|^re,  Henry  K.  Storrs,  W^illiam 
L.  Storrs,  Stroi^,  Sutiieiund,  Swann,  Swift,  Talafcrro, 
Taylor,  Test,  Tra^,  Vance,  Vamum,  Verplanck,  Vin- 
ton, WasUiKton,  Wayne,  Whittiesey,  C.  F.  White,  E. 
D.  Wlute,  Wilde,  Wilfiam^  W3son,  Wingate,  Young.— 
98. 

NATS.— Mesffs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Andenon, 
Angel,  Armstrong,  Barnwell,  James  Blur,  John  Blair, 
Bockee,  Boon,  BOTst,  Brodbead,  Brown,  CsmbreUng, 
Carson,  Chandler,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Coke,  Coleman,  Con- 
ner, Crawford,  Crocheron,  Daniel,  Davenport,  Warren 
R.  Davis,  Desba,  De  Witt,  Draper,  Earll,  Rndlay,  Ford, 
Foster,  Fry,  Gaither,  Gordon,  Hall,  Halsey,  Bammons, 
Harvey,  Haynes,  Hinds,  Holland,  Hofitnan,  Hoaard,  Hub- 
bard, Ihrie,  W.  W.  Irrin,  Isacks,  Jarvia^  Cave  Johnson, 
Kennon,  Perkina  King,  Adam  Kii^,  Lamar,  Lea,  Leavitt, 
Lecompte,  Lent,  Lewis,  L<7a]l,  Lumpkin,  Hagee,  Tho- 
mas Maxwell,  McCreei)-,  McCoy,  McUuffie,  Mclotii^ 
Miller,  NuckoUs,  Overton,  Fatten,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter, 
Rcncher,  Roane,  Russel,  Sanford,  Aug.  H.  Sheppcrd, 
Shields,  Speigti^  Richard  Spencer,  Standefcr,  Stepheas, 
Waey  ThomMon,  John  Thomson,  Treavant,  Tucker, 
Weeks,  Wiekiifre,  .Tancey.--93. 

Mr.  McDVPPIE  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  to  enable 
him  to  make  a  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  from  the  resolutipn  to  amend  the  constitution  rclatiTe 
to  the  election  of  Freudent,  it  was  understood,  and  bring 
it  into  the  House,  but  there  were  not  quite  two-thirda  in 
the  aflirmatir^  and  the  motion  was  lost. 
A^oumed. 

Mon>Ai,  FsBRPAai  28. 
DEATH  OF  SENATOR  NOBLE. 
A  message  waa  received  frmn  the  Senate  by  tftetr  Se- 
cretary, notifying  this  Hoose  that  the  honorable  Jajos 
NoBLX,  a  Senatav  of  the  Uuted  States  ftom  the  State  of  In- 
£atta,  diedatluBlod^^ngsintbiscityonthe  37thiiialaat, 
and  that  lus  funeral  will  take  place  this  day  at  half  pait 
eleven  o'clock  A.  H.  Whereupon, 

Mr.  TEST  moved  the  following  resolution,  vis. 
Booked,  That  die  members  of  this  House  will  attend 
the  funend  of  the  honorable  Jaxxs  Nobls,  late  amember 
of  the  Senate  from  die  State  of  Indiana,  this  day,  at  tiit 
hour  appoiirtedt  and  as  a  testimony  of  respect  fbr  the  mt- 
mory  oi  the  deceaaed»  tbey  will  go  into  mourning,  and 
wear  crape  round  Ae  left  arm  for  thirty  daya. 
This  rescdution  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE,  it  *as  then 
Ordered,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  tfie  funeral 
of  the  late  Senator  Nob&^  ti»  House  irill  take  a  icceas 
until  three  o'clock  P.  M. 
And  then  the  House  a^oumed  to  three  o'clock. 

THBXB  o'clock  P.  IT. 

The  House  resumed  its  sesutm  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

INDIAN  QUESTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  con«deration  of  the  memorial 
from  Massachusetts,  presented  on  the  7th  instant  by  Mr. 
E.  Etxbitt,  and  Uie  motion  made  by  Mr.  ErannT  oa 
tiie  14th  iiistan^  that  the  said  memorial  be  reared  tu  the 
Committee  on  In^aa  AflUr^  **mUiinBtniGtioiutoR]ia>c 
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Iir.  OP  B. 


ing-. 


TH^^ir'^lJi'^*''.?"^?"       Mecutinff  tlic  bwa  ofl  ngretd  to,  and  the  bUl       then  ordered  to  a  third  re«d- 
the  United  Stfttev  on  the  onhject  of  intercouTK  with  the  ' 
Indian  tribesi  and,  also,  for  the  bitfaftil  obKrvance  of  the 
treatiea  between  the  Umted  Statea  and  the  said  tribes." 

Mr.  BELL  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  but  be  bwig'ah- 
aent,  in  consequence  of  bidispautioil, 

Vr.  SUTHE^AND  uid  that  he  had  pteMred  hini- 
aelf  forthe  diacusson  of  this  subject,  and  beBeved  that 
he  had  it  in  his  power  to  submit  some  views  of  it,  not  of- 
fered by  any  other  gentleman,  but  inaasuch  as  no  legis- 
.latiTO  action  could  ^ow  out  of  a  decision  of  the  pendinr 
question  at  this  late  pniod  of  the  sesnon,  and  aa  the  fiir- 
ther  diacuason  of  it  would  qonaume  thne  neeosnijr  ft»>  the 
tnuiaactioti  of  other  imptntent  biUbiess  he  would  forego 
his  own  deure  to  deliver  bis  views  on  it,  and  move  that 
the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  POTTER  moved  that  there  he  a  call  of  the  House, 
which  was  refuaad,  by  yeas  and  nays,  by  a  hlrre  majority. 

The  question  was  Uwn  pat  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Svtk- 
BBun,  and  carried  by  a  lam  majority,  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  engroaaed  biU  allowing  the  duties  on  fordgn  mer- 
chandise imporled  into  Fittriiui|r,  WheeKt^,  Cincinnati, 
Lomsville,  St.  Louis,  Nashrille,  and  Natcheif,  to  be  secur- 
ed and  paid  at  those  places,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 


[When  this  bill  was  under  conndcratkm  on  Saturdav, 
a  long  discussion  took  place,  in  which  Messrs.  CAMBRB. 
LENGi^  CAaSON,  HUNTINGTON,  WiCKLIFFE,  IN- 
GEItSOLL,  RICHARDSON,  HOWARD,  and  WILDE, 
partidpated.  A  motioD  to  lay  the  bill  on  Ac  table  was 
lost — the  previous  question  waa  demanded  andnistwned— 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  to  be  read  a 
third  time.] 

THE  CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

»D*.  VINTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Im- 
provements, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  '*  An  act  declaring  the  BSMnt  of  Congress  to 
an  act  of  die  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,"  here- 
inalter  recited,  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment, 
aifecting  the  tolld  and  exemptions  from  tolls  on  the'  Cum- 
berland road,  which  being  read,  a  considerable  debate 
arose,  and,  after  the  debate  had  continued  some  time, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  that  the 
further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  un^  to-moi^ 
row.    Tliis  mution  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Tlie  question  was  then  put,  that  the  House  do  agree  to 
the  amendment  reported  to  the  Budbill,  and  decided  in 
the  negative — 63  to  80. 

Another  amendment  was  then  proposed  to  said  bill  by 
Mr.  ANGKLt  wlwn 

The  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  STANBE- 
BY,  and  being  carried,  * 

The  main  questioa  was  put,  nz.  Shall  the  bill  be  read 
a  third  time?  and  passed  in  the  affinnative  without  a  divi- 
noo. 

INDIAN  TREATIES. 

The  Hujse  proceeded  to  the  conrideration  of  the  bill 
to  carry  into  eHeot  certiun  Indian  treaties,  and  the  amend- 
ments  reported  from  the  Comouttee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  35th  ultimo  were  read,  and  oohouired  in  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  IfeDUFFlE  renewed  the  motion  made  by  him  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  insert  an  appropriation  of 
«gh^  thousand  doUara  for  carrying  into  effect,  the  Choc- 
taw trea^  lately  ratified  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  STAND  EKY  objected  to  this)  because  the  appro- 
priation of  last  year  of  five  hundred  tliouaand  dollars  would 
cover  this  object;  and  a  long  debate  arose  on  the  aubject, 
in  which  Messrs.  LUMPKIN,  STRONG,  WILDE,  FOLK, 
HcDUFFIE,  WAYNE,  WICKLIFFE,  CAMBRELENG, 
LEWIS,  YANCEY,  and  TAYLOR,  joined.  Tlie  amend- 
ment waa  modified,  ontbemotknof     TAYLOR,  md  vm 


Mr.  DRAYTON  moved  that  the  House  take  up  the  lull 
making  appropriations  for  the  Engineer  and  Onlnance 
Departments,  8wj.,  but  Mr.  McDUFFIE  oppoMd  the  mo- 
tion, as  there  were  items  in  the  bill  which  be  could  not 
agree  to,  and  the  othera  were  imBO^erialt  «»d  the  motion 
was  negatived. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  l>m 
making  appropriati<Mia  for  building  llg^ithotnea,  llghtboats, 
beacons,  and  monuments,  and  placing  buoys,  and  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  from  the'CoiQmlttee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  35th  uhinK^  wer«  rrad,  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  YANCEY  asked  for  flteitadiogof  thebO^  butit 
was  objected  to,  and  refiised. 

Mr.  DRAPER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill,  but  tliey  were  refused,  and. 

After  Mr.  YANCEY  had  made  tome  remarks  against 
the  bill,  it  waa  ordered  to  he  engroised,  and  read  a  tluid 
time. 

INDIAN  AFPAinS. 
The  House  proceeded  to  the  conrideration  of  the  bill 
makmg  appropriationaibr  the  Indian  Department  ior  the 
year  1831,  and  the  amendmenU  reported  thereto  from 
the  Coramittee  of  the  Whole  Houae  on  tlw  ITth  inftatt^ 
were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  motion  waa  made  by  Mr.  BATES,  of  Mass.,  further 
to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  adding  thereto  the  fblknring  aa 
an  additioiud  section,  viz. 

Jnd  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  the  annuities  to  the  In- 
dian nations  or  tribes  shall  be  pud  beruilcr  in  the  way 
and  manner  they  have  usually  been  jMUd  rince  the  grant 
thereof,  or  until  tlie  sud  nations  or  tribes,  respectively, 
shall,  in  general  council,  otherwise  direct" 

Mr.  BATES  said  be  offered  this  amendment  in  Coti^ 
tnittee  of  the  Whole,  and  in  dderence  to  the  wishes  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  and,  upon  the  asaurauee 
that  an  opportunity  should  be  afTcoded  m  the  Houae,  he 
forbore  then  to  state  the  grounds  of  it.  At  this  late  hour 
of  the  day,  and  late  day  of  the  aession,  aud  Mr.  B.,  I  will 
confine  myself  strictly  to  the  p^t,  becauae  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  afford  the  dif^test  ap<d(^  or  oocaskm  for  a  de- 
mand of  the  previous  question,  aa  I  wiah  to  obtain  the 
judgment  of  the  House  distincdy  upon  the  proposition  iih 
volved  in  the  amendment  proposed. 

Since  the  foundation  of^  the  Government,  said  Mr.  B., 
the  practice  has  been  one  and  undemtin^--that  of  pay- 
ing these  Indian  annuitiea  to  the  natitma,  and  not  to  the 
individuals  composing  the  nation*.  This  Government  bai 
never  intermeddled  with  the  ihsbursemeat  or  distribution 
of  them.  Sometimes  they  have  been  applied  by  the  na- 
tives, partly  for  tlie  support  of  their  Government,  for  the 
nuintenance  of  their  schools,  the  purchase  of  agricultural 
implements,  or  for  any  other  purpoae  which  was  most 
pleasing  to  themselves.  The  annuity  to  the  Cherokeos 
has  latterly  been  paid  into  the  public  treasury  of  that  na> 
tion}  the  annui^  to  the  Cteeka  has  been  pud  todieheadr 
men  of  the  difierOnt  towns,  and  the  anmutia  to'the  oth« 
nations  have  been  pud  in  the  way  and  manner  they  thouf^t 
proper  to  direct. 

In  June  last  an  order  was  issued  by  the  Executive,  re- 
verang  this  ancient  and  uniform  practice.  I  will  send  tlui 
order  to  the  Clerk,  and  thank  him  to  read  iL  It  ia  as  fol- 
lows: 

D£PAHTMEXT  OK  WAR. 

IStk  Jnne,  ilso. 

Sin  The  PmMcnt  dimfi  that  (he  praeilce  of  Mjine  mnaliln  u 
■he  HvmMum  ftf  ihu  ChmAM  bbiIm  fhall  ft^m  iMiwSitnh  b*  *m 
conttuiu-d;  and  tlut,  with  «*iew  lo«e<ureio  the  dun  of  thcuMMU 
ihvir  pTOp«r  )>ropartion  of  laeh  aaniiit)',  ihe  larae  ihall  bchereafuir 
IhhI  in  rrcry  n«v  to  ibu  tudividua  •  mprertrrlv  entUIctll  ibt(  ii  to 
 .....A   ■  -■  ■'--'-iliBi. 

vbua 

fluUlM,  ilw  paymais  aft  to  to  made 


•MjFf  to  the  ehkft  uuk  warrien  aad  eoMHaoa  Indue*,  and  their  Ih 
Itrt,  ill  ihc  ratio  in  whieh  ihne  •evml  eUSM  ■>«  MUhkdf  wb 
iher*  ar«  ladtaai  wiihm  flmilli.'a,  ilw  paymais  aft  to  to  madi 
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Indian  ^ffairt. 


[Fim.  38.  1831. 


b  aM,  mmin uqr  ■lrnMHiwiri|t» 


be  4r|Mrtr4  ftvM. 


r.  CRAMDOLMI, 

An.  SccMaiT  of  Var. 

To  Col.  HUOH  HONTOOHERT, 

Cimlmi  AgMU,  CalkMin,  TmncMM, 

This  order  wai  nnt  eon6ned  to  the  Cherokeea,  but,  in 
terms,  was  iasucd  to  the  other  lutiora.  In  January  last, 
the  Cherokee  delegition  were  informed  by  the  War  De- 
partment, ''that  the  Order  referred  to  U  not  applicable  to 
the  annuities  of  their  nation  exclusively,  but  to  those  of 
•D  oQier  tribes  entitled  to  them." 

To  aay  nothiDfr  of  the  difRculty  arising  from  the  ambi- 
guous phnueoI<^  of  this  order,  the  House  perceires  at 
once  that  it  takes  from  the  Indian  nations  the  right,  and 
assumes  the  burden,  of  distributing  the  Indian  annuities. 
It  inakM  tbem— <«hiefit  warriors,  imd  alt— tlie  mere  pas- 
■tve  recipients  of  your  bounty,  in  such  proportion  as  the 
ExceutiTC  imy  ice  fit  to  dde  out  to  thein. 

But.  in  the  first  place,  1  would  respectfully  inquire, 
llow  is  tlus  order  to  be  executed*  Among  whom  are  the 
annuities  to  be  distributed^  Are  finnales  to  be  included^ 
Or  if  only  males,  males  of  what  age?  What  is  to  be  Uie 
ratio  of  aistributton.i  The  order  aays.  "tochiefi.  war. 
ffior^  In^Hti  with  ftmines.  and  Indians  without  families." 
Is  the  chief  to  hare  more  than  the  warrior?  the  warrior 
than  the  In^tn?  Or  the  Indian  with  a  &mily  more  than  the 
In^an  without  a  ftmily  ?  In  fixing  the  ratio  of  distribution, 
b  rank  or  property  to  be  taken  into  the  account?  What- 
crer  course  is  pursued,  by  rcMon  that  some  must  die  and 
some  win  be  bom,  the  House  perceires  tliat  at  least  an 
annual  census  will  be  inttispensable:  for  if  these  annuities 
are  due  to  the  people  iii^viduallv'.  and  not  to  the  nation, 
exaet  iustiee  must  be  done  to  each.  Wei),  ur,  tlus  some- 
vfairt  atflleult  preliminary  business  befaig  settled,  let  me 
■uppoee  the  day  of  payment  to  hsTe  anired.  TTie  amount 
of  the  anm^es  exceeds  by  a  fraction  two  huntlred  and 
forty-fire  thousand  dollars.  The  annuity  to  the  Chcro- 
kees  IS  between  rix  and  seven  thousand.  If  the  distribu- 
tion be  made  accordhig  to  number^  without  reference  to 
fuk,  property,  or  condition,  each  Cherokee  wiU  recnve 
aboot  latif  cents  as  bis  share. 

The  Huiuitiet  mus^  Aerefive,  be  pud  In  ^hrer  or  cop- 
per eoin,  the  tran^iortation  of  which  will  be  a  heavy  ex- 
pense. Tlie  territory  of  the  Cherokees  docs  not  vary 
much  from  two  hundred  by  righty  miles  in  extent,  ami  the 
a^ncy  is  established  in  the  northwest  comer  of  it.  Now, 
nr.  let  me  suppose  that  the  agent,  Colonel  Montgomery, 
has  receired  us  mone^,  and,  wiUi  his  wu;on  or  mules 
laden,  is  on  hia  way,  making  his  annual  natetien  to  each 
member  of  the  tribe.  Periiaps  tt  is  not  too  much  to  say 
that  he  will  need  a  guard,  by  night  at  least,  If  not  to  pro- 
tect himself,  to  protect  his  treasure.  But  I  shall  be  told 
that  this  is  not  the  plam  tliat  the  agent  is  not  to  go  to  the 
people,  but  that  the  people  are  to  come  to  him.  WeU, 
sir.  DO  tt  so.  At  tlie  bme  app(nnted.  the  Cherokees  come 
to  the  agent,  at  hit  agency  house,  seme  of  them  a  distance 
of  two  hundred  mil^— upon  an  average,  near  one  hun. 
-dred.  Now,  the  first  thoughf  that  occurs  to  the  mind  is, 
tbst  a  iin^  share — forty  cents— will  not  pay  the  expense 
of  the  joumnr,  much  less  the  loss  of  time  in  making  it. 
The  next  is,  that,  for  such  a  numerous,  and,  I  may  odd, 
troublesome  and  dangerous  assemblage  of  men,  extensive 
prorision  must  be  made,  which  will  add  another  item  to 
the  preaant'eneiBOueaaMMmtorour  Indian  appropriations. 
Bat  to  proceed,  few  of  the  Indians  except  tiiose  who 
hm  had  intercoane  with  the  whites,  hare  more  than  one 
none,  anc^  that  has  reference  fk«quently  to  some  livii^  or 
material  object  There  are,  ti»  instance,  many  whose 
name,  inKn^iah,  Titeans racoon,  or  fbx,  orbird.  Now,  nr, 
1  will  suppose  that  all  of  the  same  cwnomen  come  at  tlie 
sane  time  to  receive  th«r  portiOM  of  the  annuifyt  there 
pe  three  or  Knir  hundred  raconu.  The  agent  pi^a  the 


senior.  What  toK  of  a  mueber  is  he  to  take?  The  In- 
dian  cannot  write  t  he  can  make  the  racoon  mark— that  is 
all.  The  others  come  on  in  sueoeiHoni  and.  before  the 
payment  is  half  closed,  thoee  whose  busncss  has  been 
de^wtched.  disguised  by  new  paint  and  new  ornament^ 
return.  Then  another  class,  still,  who  have  become  enti- 
tled rince  the  last  census,  and  tat  whom  there  is  no  mo- 
ney. And  then  come  the  children  of  those  who  hare  £cd 
KUee  the  last  census,  claiming  dirir  Ihthers*  Aare,  and 
each  child  his  share  of  that  share.  After  the  racoon^ 
then  come  tlie  foxei,  and  the  birds,  and  all  the  other  Uring 
things,  or  nMterial  cAjects.  I  Tentare  to  say  that  the  Se- 
cretary himself,  before  half  meridian,  wculd  throw  down 
his  money  bags,  and  be  off*  for  Tenneasce.  What  is  to 
irotect  the  agent  from  endless  imposition?  or  the  Indians 
rom  endless  frauds?  How  can  the  agent  make  the  pay- 
ments? or,  if  be  can,  how  produce  the  requiritc  vouchers' 
It  is  a  plan  expensive  and  troubleeome  to  oit  vexatiooa 
and  ruinuus  to  the  Indians.  This  order  makes  the  snnuity 
a  debt  due  to  individuals:  you  must,  in  juMice,  tbereforr, 
see  it  paid  to  them.  Hence  we  shall  have  a  new  class  of  pri- 
vate claims  upon  this  Government,  outnumberingall  othcn. 

But,  wr,  I  deny  the  right  of  the  Executive  to  make  this 
order.  These  annuities  are  debts  due  to  the  Indiana — 
not  gratuities.  They  are  debta  for  which  you  have  the 
value  received.  You  owe  them.  Your  reUtion  to  them 
is  that  of  debtoTt  not  mirter.  11»ey  are  not  imly  debts, 
but  they  are  debts  due  to  nations.  Thqr  are  rc^t^ised 
as  such  by  every  trea^ — not  as  debts  due  to  individual^ 
but,  in  terms,  to  tiations.  They  are  debts  due  nations 
i^o  have  a  Government  of  their  own.  and  want  not  our 
interposition  in  their  affairs.  The  Cherokees.  the  Creeks, 
and  Chickssaws  are  well  known.  The  Secretary  of  War 
tells  us  tha^  in  the  Cliootaw  nation,  <*there  are  three 
diviwons,  each  of  which  u  governed  by  a  diief.  wlto, 
within  his  limits,  acts  independently  of  the  others.  In  his 
Govcmment  he  is  uded  by  minor  and  subordinate  chiefs, 
called  captains,  each  of  whom  acts,  within  his  particular 
sphere,  aistinct.  The  people  are  subtardinate  to  the  cap- 
tuns,  the  captains  to  the  chiefs.'*  And  all  the  other  na- 
tions have  a  Government  of  some  sort — such  as  thef 
choose— one  tliat  satisfies  them — undthis  should  satisfy  us. 
Now.  sir,  t  demand,  1^  what  right  do  we  undertake  to  say 
that  these  annuities  shall  be  paid  to  individuals?  Mignt 
we  not  as  well  have  aaid  that  tue  purchase  money  of  iJmi- 
iriana  should  be  pidd  to  the  citixens  of  France?  Or  may 
we  not  as  well  now  say  that  the  debts  due  the  States  of 
this  Union  shall  be  paid,  not  to  the  order  of  the  Govern- 
ment, not  into  the  State  treasjny.  but  directly  to  the  pei^ 
pier  And  let  but  the  Executive  send  wents  and  subagenti 
enough  into  the  States,  and  the^  will  ind  among  the  igno- 
rant, the  disaflTected,  the  servile,  and  the  sycophantic, 
tliose  who  will  approve  the  measure,  and.  if  need  be,  im- 
plore it.  Sir,  f  ou  have  no  rif^t,  but  the  right  of  the 
strongest,  the  nght  of  him  who  puts  hand  upon  the  hilt  of 
b!a  sword  for  his  proof.  You  have  the  power — the  "gi- 
ant's power" — that  is  all.  Will  the  House  hear  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Jefferson  upon  thU  subject!  In  1808,  he  spoke 
to  the  chteft  of  the  Upper  Chenfceii  towns  as  follow*: 

«  You  couiplain  that  you  do  not  receive  your  just  pro. 
portion  of  the  aonulties  we  pay  your  naUon-'-th?t  the 
chiefs  of  the  lower  towns  take  lor  them  more  than  tiidr 
share.  My  cltildren,  this  distribution  is  made  by  Uie  au- 
thori^  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  and  awarding  to  their 
own  nile&  over  which  we  have  do  cOTtrol.  We  do  our 
dut^  in  delivering  the  annuiti^  to  the  heailipen  of  the 
nation,  and  we  pretend  to  no  Mithoritv  over  to  no 

right  of  directing  how  they  are  to  be  distributed." 

These  are  the  correct  principles  upon  this  aibjcct,  of 
wliiph  one  would  think  the  practioe  of  ibis  Government 
for  forty  years,  independent  t^  the  terms  in  your  bond, 
would  be  satisfiutoiy  proof  as  of  the  wisdom  tiX  which  it 
has  been  a  contiwcu  uhistntioii. 
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I  might  ttop  here,  but  I  should  do  injusttectotheelums 
of  the  Indiso  natioiu  if  I  were  to  ondt  to  state  briefly  the 
effect  of  this  order  upon  them.  I  irill  not  speak  of  its 
object.  It  ia  knovn  to  this  House,  to  the  country,  and  to 
the  WOTld,  that  the  Cberokees  are  Bngaf*edin  a  ntustunc' 
qual  conflict  for  their  existence  as  a  nation.  They  chum 
of  the  United  States  the  execution  of  tlie  Indian  treaties 
which  guaranty  to  them  proteetion.  and  the  execution  of 
the  thtercoune  hw  of  1803,  in  wMeh  the  pnmuons  of 
those  treaties  are  embodied.  Georgia  has  decided  that 
these  treaties,  as  also  the  law,  are  unconstitutional  and 
roid.  The  Executive  has  confirmed  that  decision,  and 
refuses  to  execute  them.  Thus  the  Cherokccs  are  aban- 
doned to  their  ftte.  In  order  to  try  this  important,  and 
to  them  and  to  as  interesting  and  momentous  question, 
the  Cberokees,  in  a  case  in  the  courts  of  Georvia,  m  which 
one  of  the  tribes  was  put  on  tti«l  for  Us  life,  for  an  offence 
ccmumtted  within  the  juriidictSon  of  the  Chovkee  nation, 
caused  those  treaties  'to  be  pleaded,  which,  if  constitu- 
tional, ousted  Georgia  of  her  jurisdistion  of  Uie  CRM,  and 
turned  the  criminal  over  to  the  courts  of  his  own  nation, 
to  be  punished  according  to  the  laws  of  his  own  people. 
The  courts  of  Georgia  decided  tliat  the  treaties  were  un- 
constitutional, and  condemned  the  prisoner  to  death-  To 
bring  the  miestion  under  the  rcviaon  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States — a  constitutional  question 
arising  under  the  treaties  of  the  United  States,  and  there- 
fore roost  appropriately  to  be  examined  and  decided  there 
— "  ^T'y  w*s  brought,  according  to  the  provtsiona 

of  existing  law,  of  which  Georgia  had  notice,  ijid  which 
Georgia  defeated  by  executing  the  Cherokee.  This  exe- 
cution was  against  law.  if  tiiere  be  any  force  in  tiie  Indian 
treatici,  or  in  the  intercourse  law  of  1803.  Tbui  defeat- 
ed by  stich  an  act,  the  Cherofcees  have  applied  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  for  an  injunction  against  Geor^pa  to  stay  her 
hand.  Now,  permit  me  to  pause  here  for  a  moment,  and 
inquire,  had  the  Cherokees  declined  tlus  forum,  and  re- 
fused to  submit  this  question  to  its  decision,  would  not  the 
world  hare  said  it  was  because  the;  had  no  confidence  in 
«»e  iustice  of  thw  cause  ?  And  yet  the  Cherokees  might 
well  have  answered— we  hold  your  treaties,  for  which  we 
have  paid  you-— we  have  parted  with  our  knd,  and  you 
boklithyTirtueof  them.  Down  to  these  ^lastrous  times 
you  bare  always  considered  them  as  valid,  and  aeted  upon 
them  as  valid.  The  Supreme  Court  is  alien  to  ust  we  nad 
no  agency  in  its  formation — can  have  no  influence  with  nor 
control  over  It:  its  interest  and  bias  will  be  in  fiivor  of 
your  people,  and  against  us.  All  this  they  might  have 
■aid.^  Yet,  in  the  strong  confidence  they  feel  in  the  truth 
mnd  justice  of  their  cause,  and  in  the  integri^,  the  honor, 
and  mdependence  of  the  court,  they  seek  this  reference 
ofthe  question,  and  Georgia — declines  itt  Nay,  riieinwsts 
upon  the  exclusive  right,  in  virtue  of  her  State  sovereign- 
ty, to  settie  tliis  question  finally  and  irrever«bly  for  her- 
self and  by  her  own  courts,  the  judges  of  wliioh  are 
elected  periodically  by  her  own  citiscns— are  imbued,  1 


Against  this,  the  Cherokees^  in  their  weakness,  can  only 
protest,  and  they  do  protest,  and  clum  either  the  execu- 
tion of  the  treauea,  or  a  deeimon  of  your  own  oouvt  upon 
their  oonstitutionaUty.  The  Executive  refuses  the  one, 
and  Georgia  oppose^  and  will,  if  posrible,  defeat  the 
other.  In  this  anomalous  wmdition  of  things,  it  became 
necesiaiy  for  them  to  employ  counsel,  and  to  incur  many 
and  heavy  expenses;  and  when  their  delegation  left  for 
Washington,  the  Legislatire  ConncU  ofthe  Cherokee  na- 
tion gave  them  authority  to  draw  for  such  part  of  the 
annuity  due  from  the  United  8Utc%  as  the  exigent  of 


their  ease  m^ht  require.  I  have  tiie  order  before  met 
there  is  no  question  as  to  the  ppwer.  They  £d  draw,  and 
|)ayment  was  refused,  and  ^still  is  refiised,  by  the  Execu- 
tive. At  the  same  time,  the  Creek  delegation  have  been 
psid  so  &r  as  they  needed  for  their  expenses,  and  so  far 
as  the  nation  owed  for  the  education  of  the  Creek  clul- 
dren  **up(m  Colonel  Johnson's  farm  in  Kentucky."  But 
even  the  Creeb^  as  I  am  well  infiumed,  were  refiised, 
until  aannmce  was  given  that  th^  were  not  here  co-ope< 
rating  with  the  Cherokees.  The  House,  therefore,  per- 
ceives that  this  order  cuts  oflT,  at  once,  the  resources  of 
the  Cherokees,  and  as  &r  as  this  Government  can  do  iti 
and,  at  this  criris  of  their  afTurs,  takes  from  them  the 
means  of  defence,  and  denudes  them  for  sacrifice.  The 
further  effect  of  tUs  order  will  be  to  create  a  'severalty 
and  incUviduali^  of  interest  throughout  all  the  Indian  na- 
tions, that  will  weaken  the  mutual  dependence  and  destroy 
the  subnsting  harmony  among  chien,  warriors,  and  peo- 
plei  bringing  the  agents  and  subagents  of  the  United 
States  into  contact  with  evcTy  individual  native,  and  af- 
fording them  an  opportunity,  if  they  shall  be  base  enough, 
to  use  it,  to  ^struct,  confound,  and  break  them  up  for- 
ever. I  beg  the  House,  therefore,  to  consider  the  nature 
and  extent  m  our  obligations  to  th«ae  tribes  and  whether 
it  u  not  due  to  justice,  and  to  our  own  honor,  if  nothing 
be  due  to  them,  to  int^fere  in  their  behalf,  at  least  so  far 
as  this  amendment  goes. 

I  have  thus  spoken  briefly  of  the  tendency  and  efiTcct 
of  this  order.  Allow  me  to  inquire,  in  conclusion,  what 
necessity  or  occasion  there  iff  for  it.  The  Secretary  has 
giren  us  the  rules  by  which  his  department  is  governed. 
Some  of  the  Choctaw  nation,  not  satisfied  with  the  late 
treah',  undertook  to  depose  one  of  tiieir  chieft,  and  to  elect 
another.  They  gave  notiee  to  the  War  Department  of 
what  they  had  done,  llie  Secretary  informed  them  that 
"  this  tiovenunent  means  not  to  mterfere  with  their  man- 
ner  of  self-government— it  cannot  recognise  what  has 
been  done  by  a  fewi  when  chosen  by  a  majority  of  tha 
diviuon,  and  that  fiust  certified  by  their  General  Council, 
the  chief  will  be  recognised."  Very  properly  the  Secre- 
tary here  say%  that  the  complaints  aud  acts  ot  individuals 
cannot  be  regarded,  and  nothuig  short  of  the  doings  of 
the  nation  in  ■*  General  Council,"  duly ''certified,"  will 
form  a  proper  ba»s  for  the  action  or  interposition  of  this 
Government. 

The  opiiuon  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  whicli  T  have  quoted,  is 
to  the  same  effect.  Whatever  complaints,  therefore,  may 
have  come  from  individuals,  or  from  agents  or  subagents 
this  order  was  not  issued  in  omsequence  of  them.  Bu^ . 
so  &r  as  the  Cherokeea  are  eoacerne<^  I  have  it  in  my 
power  to  say,  and  to  prove,  that  no  complaints  have  been 
made.  In  July  last,  the  13th  day.  Colonel  Montgomery, 
the  agent,  undemtanding  "that  there  was  to  be  a  special 
meeting  of  the  General  Council  of  the  Cherokee  DRtion," 
enclosed  to  the  chiefs  a  copy  of  the  order  of  June,  with 
a  request  "that  the  necessary  arrangements  be  nude  by 
the  nation  for  the  future  reception  of  the  annuities,  so 


will  not  say  inflamed,  with  her  own  feeling*— swayed  by 

her  own  interest^  having  a  common  shara  in  the  wheel  it        each  In^an  nuj^t  get  his  share,  agrecidily  to  that 
the  lottery  that  is  tomake  partition  and  Astribution  <^the  order-**   On  tiie  17th  July,  •*the  representatives^  all 
spoils  <rf"  the  nation  at  tiieir  bar,  and  against  which  the  " 
treaties  and  the  Iswsth^  annul  are  the  only  interponng 
barrier  and  defence. 


the  people  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  convened  in  Gene- 
ral Council,"  answered:  "That  the  United  States  stood 
bound  to  pay  the  money  to  the  'nation,' and  not  to  the  indi- 
viduids  of  tlie  nation."  As  to  its  future  reception,  they 
say  "  that  tile  nation  has  already  made  the  arnuigcment 
for  that  in  its  eomtitution  and  laws;  and  to  them  the  l^ent 
is  referred.*'  That  arrangement  is,  that  the  annuitici 
shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  for  the  use  of  the  nation. 
And  they  enter  "their  solemn  protest  against  the  distri- 
bution of  the  annuities,  in  the  way  contemplated  by  the  Go- 
vernment, asa  violation  nf  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  trea- 
ties subsisting  between  the  United  States  and  them,"  and 
decline  making  any  further  or  other  order.  Uf  all  this 
the  i^»t  had  noticei  but  not  knowing  wlut  complaints 
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migbt  hare  been  nuule,  the  delegation  addresaed  a  letter 
to  Colonel  Montgomery,  the  resident  agent  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Cherokee  nationt  to  wmoi,  under  date  of 
September  30, 1830»  he  replies:  **I  will  state  that  no 
complaints  have  passed  tbrou^  me  to  the  EzeeutiTC^  or 
any  other  person,  either  frtmi  the  Indians,  or  any  otiier 

rerson,  on  the  subject  of  the  (Usbribation  of  the  aaniiities. " 
hold  the  letter  in  my  band.  Now,  utt  what  reason  can 
be  aa»gned  to  justify  the  order  of  June  last,  or  a  persist- 
ance  in  that  order?  I  am  unable  to  pa«eiTe  any  reason 
for  it,  wUeh  wlU  bear  the  Knitiny  oT  tins  House.  It  is 
a  wide  departure  from  the  anci«i^  established,  and  beaten 
way  of  this  Govemmeot — a  way  safe  and  convenient  for 
ua-^a  way  familiar  to  the  Indian  nations^-witbout  their 
consent,  certainly,  the  only  right  way.  I  will  only  add, 
in  recapitulation,  that  it  wiUbe  difficult,  if  not  imposnble, 
to  execute  the  order.  That  this  Government  baa  no  right 
to  issue  such  an  orderj  that  it  will  be  prejudicial  to  the 
Indian  nations,  and  particularly  the  Cnergkees — malign 
in  all  its  influences — luid  that  it  is  tmcalled  for  by  any  new 
exigency,  or  by  any  one  Indian  tribe,  and  is  unjust^Kable 
upon  any  principle  connstent  with  our  (riiligation,  our 
convenience,  or  a  just  eiHHomy  in  the  man^cment  of 
our  Indian  affiiirs. 

Ur.  POTTER,  of  North  Carolina,  replied  at  connder- 
able  length  to  Hr.  B.,  and  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Evsbxtt, 
on  the  subject;  and  subimttcd  his  views  on  various  topics 
counected  witii  the  character  and  proceedings  of  thr 
House,  Sec. 

Mr.  BATES  again  roaei  but 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  obtained  the  floor,  and  said,  that  st 
the  last  Besnon  of  Congress  he  had  prepared  himself  to  dis- 
cuss what  has  been  called  the  Indian  question.  He  was 
then  called  home  before  he  had  any  opportunity  of  pre- 
senting bis  views  upon  this  subject.  He  bad  again  pre- 
pared himself  to  discuss  this  question  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, and  wasnowready  toproceed  viUifaisargument.  He 
believed  that  tlie  act  of  the  last  session  was  fUctated  not 
only  by  the  purest  principles  of  policy  and  humanity,  but 
that  it  presented  the  only  nieana  of  preserving  And  perpetu- 
ating tlie  unfortunate  and  interesting  children  of  the  forest, 
who  had  so  many  claims  upon  our  protection.  He  had 
the  vanity  to  think  be  could  present  some  new  views  upon 
this  sub^'ect  But  the  hour  was  now  late,  and  there  were 
■everal  important  bills  upm  the  table,  whtoh,  tmless  tltey 
could  pass  the  House,  and  go  to  the  Senate  this  night, 
would  be  lost  He  would  therefoK  forbear;  and  for  the 
first  time,  as  lie  believed,  unce  he  bad  been  a  member  of 
this  House,  he  would  move  the  prenolu  question. 

The  previous  question  was  sustained,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  LAHAU  now  moved  an  adjournment.  Negatived 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  eonudention  of  the  bill 
making  an  appropra.ti<M]  for  a  customJiouse  in  Uie  city  of 
New  York;  and  the  amendment  reported  thereto  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  25th  ultimo  was 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to^y,  (and 
was  aflemrds  read  a  third  tune,  and  passed.) 

SURVEYS,  fcc 
The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors,  andprovic^ngfor 
surveys. 

Tlic  amendment  inserted  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  I'EAKCE,  was  now  opposed  by  lUr. 
POLK  and  Mr.  HOWARD,  and  was  strenously  advocated 
by  Messrs.  BUSGES  and  PEARCE,  and  was  finally  con- 
curred in  witliout  a  divistuo.  In  tlie  coui-sc  of  the  diitcus- 
sion,  Hr.  LAMAU  moved  to  hy  tlie  bill  on  the  tabk-,  but 
the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  Bppropiiatiun  for  the  improi'ement  of  Back  creek, 
(the  evtuary  leading  from  the  Ch«Mpeake  bay  to  the 


Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal.)  was  objected  to  bj 
Mr.  DAVIS,  of  South  Carolina;aiidhed«nandcddieycas 
and  nays  on  it.  but  they  were  lefiued.  and  tike  nppropiik- 
tion  was  concurred  in. 

And  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  LECOMFTE  furtbo- 
to  amend  said  bill,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  item, 
viz.  **  For  removing  certain  obstructions  in  the  Kentucky 
river,  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Benson,  twelve  tbousaad  did- 
larsj"  which  amendment  Mr.  L.  made  some  remarka  to 
explain  and  support 

The  previous  qijeition  was  moved  by  Mr.  HUNTING- 
TON, and  hwxg  8uatained--88  to  81, 

The  question  was  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engnm- 
ed  for  a  third  reading,  and  carried— 87  to  75. 

Tlie  bill  having  been  engroaacd,  waa  subaequeofly  read 
a  third  time,  andpaasedf  awi  (about  half  after  10  o'clock) 

The  BcHue  a4)ouroed. 

TvnBAT.  Mabu  1. 

DUTT  ON  SUGAR. 

The  reaohition  to  reduM  tiie  duty  on  sugar  waa  again 
taken  up,  and  Ab.  WHITE,  ofLomnana,  cmtinuedhisie- 
marks  in  oppmtion  to  the  resdutkm  until  the  npiratioa 
of  the  hour,-  when  his  argument  was  again  arrested. 
NATIONAL  BOAD  IN  OHIO. 

The  bill  from  tiie  Senate  einng  theasMntofCongreaito 
an  actc^  theStntet^  Ohionrthepreaemtionof  MinHieh 
of  the  great  national  nnd  as  passes  through  that  Stat^  by 
the  erection  of  toll  gates,  and  the  appUcalkn  <rf'toDtotbe 
repairs  of  the  road,  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  Oie  Com- 
mittee on  Internal  Improvementi^  with  inatmctions  to 
insert  tlic  amendment  onered  yesterday  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Ur.  Virtoit.] 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  that  tiie  biD  in  its  present  shape 
was  exceedingly  objectionable,  and  he  coold  not  consent 
to  its  passage,  without  entering  his  solemn  protest  against 
it    He  was  not  altogether  sat^ed  with  the  amendment 

Eroposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  but  it  would,  in 
is  opinion,  aflbrd  some  protection  to  the  rights  of  bis 
constituent^  and  all  those  reuding  in  the  States  west  of 
Ohio,  wiio  must,  if  Uus  bill  passes  pay  nearly  all  the  ex- 
pease  of  keeping  the  road  in  repwr,  as  Ohio  had,  by 
the  provinons  of  this  Inll,  which  die  bad  aulumtled  for 
the  acceptance  of  Congress,  and  which  bad  passed  the 
Senate,  and  was  now  on  its  passage,  exempted  her  own 
citizens,  in  nearly  every  possible  case,  from  the  payment 
of  toll,  and  consequently  taxing  the  citizens  of  other 
States,  not  otily  to  ktrep  the  road  in  repur,  but  to  pay  so 
officerat  every  twenty  miles.  Hr.  D.  said tlu^ttlus measure 
mubt  drive  Us  constituents,  and  aU  flie  people  weatcJdie 
Ohio,  from  the  road,  as  they  could  not  and  would  not  pay 
HO  iityust  a  tax.  especially  as  the  road  was  made  by  com- 
pact,  and  out  of  the  fmids  of  Indiana,  Itlinms,  and  Missouri, 
as  well  as  those  of  Ohio.  He  th<»ight  the  I.egislBtorc  erf' 
Ohio  was  mistaken  in  the  advantage  it  was  to  gain  by  ex- 
empting her  own  citizens  from  this  tax,  as  the  same  policy 
would  be  adopted  by  Pennsylvania  and  Haiyland,  so  as  to 
make  Ohio  pay  a  portion  of  the  tax  at  last;  but  be  couM 
see  no  hope  for  hn  constituents,  except  to  tax  tiie  dttzcBS 
of  Missouri  travelling  to  the  Atlantic  cttiesi  and  then,  be 
said,  this  tax  would  make  it  imposnble  for  his  crastitueiita 
to  drive  their  stock  on  this  ro«d,  and  would  render  it 
little  or  no  use  to  them.  He  said  that  the  libenl  and  yoA 
views  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vis- 
ton]  met  liis  entire  approbation,  and  he  firmly  believed 
with  liim,  tliat  the  bill,  should  it  paaa^  is  calculated  to  de- 
stroy tlie  road,  and  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  covert  blow  aimed 
at  the  whole  system  of  internal  improvements. 

Mr.  MERCER  supported  the  motion.  He  dwelt  on 
tile  acknowledged  importance  and  value  of  this  great  toi- 
tionai  work,  and  ionated  that  it  waa  inccetHtle  that  the 
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House  could  ever  mean  to  let  it  ^  to  ruin.  But  the 
law  enacted  by  the  Legfislature  of  Ohio  contained  such  pro- 
Tinonauwere  calculated  tBthcr  to  injure  than  to  preserve 
die  road.  All  that  sort  'ose  which  went  to-dotroj  H, 
m.  the  use  of  (w^ons  with  narrow  wheels  was  tobcen- 
eourag«d  by  nassing  toll  free,  while  a  heavy  tax  was  at 
the  tame  time  laid  upon  large  wi^ns  with  broad  wheels; 
the  use  of  n^ch  consolidated  the  road,  and  oug'httohave 
been  more  favored  than  travel  of  any  other  kind.  Ohio  had 
almost  exempted  her  own  dtizens  from  any  toll  for  the 
use  of  the  rrad,  and  bad  left  it  to  be  pMJ  chiefly  by  the 
citizens  of  other  States.  Mr;  M.  referred  to  several  parti- 
culars in  suppcvt  of  the  representation  he  had  mnde,  and 
contended  diat  tbe  act  ougut  to  be  rejnodified  before  it 
was  aaseoted  to. 

Mr.  IKVIN,  of  Ohio,  was  warmly  opposed  to  the  re- 
comimtment  of  the  bill,  wMch  he  insisted  would  be  tan- 
tamount to  its  rejection,  and  before  next  session  the  road 
would  become  useless.  Gentlemen  seem  to  forget 
Ohio  had  paid  a  larn  proportion  of  the  money  which  had 
been  already  expended  on  tins  work;  but  how  much,  he 
would  ask,  had  DlincHs  contributed }  Less  he  beliercd  than 
Ohio  had  paid  towards  niakinp  the  road  on  this  nde  the 
river.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  the  Government  diould 
continue  contributing  to  the  repairs  of  the  road;  and  yet, 
unless  it  were  repaired  from  time  to  time,  it  must  go  to 
destruction.  The  only  system  that  gave  any  promise  of 
aving  this  great  national  work,  was  the  exaction  of  toll 
by  tiie  States  thraujrii  which  the  road  passed. 

Mr.  VANCE,  of  Ohio,  advocated  the  recommitment. 
He  centered  the  arrangements  of  the  taw  as  it  now 
stood  to  be  palpably  unjust.  Those  persons  through 
whose  property  the  road  now  ran,  and  whose  estates  hkiA. 
thereby  been  increased  in  value  mOre  than  fifty  per  cent., 
weresHowedto  use  the  road  free  of  toll,  because  ihey  re- 
sided upon  it;  while  those  who  lived  in  more  distant  parts 
of  the  SUte,  and  whose  farms  had,  therefore,  enjoyed 
mudi  leas  of  the  bcneft^  were  heavilv  taxed,  together 
with  citizens  of  other  States  who  passed  over  the  road. 

Mr.  "WICKLIFFE  opposed  the  recommitment.  The 
argument  of  tlie  genfleman  last  up  would  certainly  he  a 
v«y  powerful  one  if  addressed  to  the  Legislature  of  his 
own  State;  but  it  must  be  well  known  to  that  gentleman 
that  a  great  proportion  of  the  members  of  the  House  de- 
nied ttie  power  of  Congress  to  interfere  on  the  suliject  of 
tolls  in  any- form.  For  himself,  he  was  one  who  admitted 
the  power  of  Congress  to  construct  a  road  through  a  State, 
but  he  denied  their  right  to  erect  toll  gates  upon  it  It 
■was  utterly  vain  to  hope  for  any  bill,  in  that  House,  which 
should  regulate  the  tolls  to  be  paid  ih  Ohio;  and  he,  there- 
fore, was  desirous  that  the  several  States  through  which 
the  national  road  passes,  might  take  charge  of  tiieir  re-, 
•pective  portions  ofit.  It  was  not  probable  that  Ohio  would 
persevere  in  any  system  of  taxation  that  was  palpably  un- 
just; and  if  her  law  should  prove  unequal  in  its  operation, 
no  doubt  her  own  sense  of  justice  would  induce  her  to 
modify  it.  Believing  that  to  recommit  the  bill  would  be 
to  destroy  it,  and  tlwt  then  the  House  would  again  be 
called  upon  for  further  contributions,  he  conudered  it 
bis  duty  to  demand  the  previous  question. 

Hie  question  bdng  taken,  It  appeared  that  there  was 
no  quorum  voting;  whereupon,  Mr.  HERCER  moved  to 
lay  the  hill  on  the  table.  On  this  motion,  Mr.  ALEX- 
ANDER demanded  the  yeas  and  nay^  which  being  taken, 
stood— yeas  53,  nays  115. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was  lost. 

The  call  for  the  previoos  question  Was  now  sustained; 
and  the  main  question  being  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
its  third  reading,  it  was  carried— yeas  89,  nays  60. 

BALTIMORE  9l  WASHINGTON  RAILROAD  BUJU 

Hie  bill  from  the  Senate,  atitherizingthe  Baltimore  and 
OUo  Bulnwd  Companjr  to  extend  a  fa£ml  nulroad  frwn 


Baltimore  to  Washington,  together  with  certain  amend- 
ments thereto,  being  taken  up, 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE,  chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Cidundiia,  moved  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  8EMHES,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  for  the  District. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  BROWN  and 
HOWARD. 

Ur.  DODDRIDGE  stated  that  he  bad  examined  all  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate,  and,  conadering  them  reason- 
able, and  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  the  people  of 
the  District  thought  they  ought  to  he  adopted. 

Mr.  TAUAFERRO  professed  unlimited  confidence  in 
his  colleague,  and  great  reliance  on  his  judgment;  but  that, 
as  this  was  the  first  moment  in  which  the  amendment 
had  come  tohisknowle<^,hethoughtfurthertime  should 
be  taken  to  consider  them,  and  he  therefore  supported 
the  recommitment. 

Mr.  HOWARD  opposed  the  motion  to  recommit  with 
great  earnestness.  He  was  confident  that  the  amendments 
need  only  to  be  read,  to  have  tlieir  propriety  at  once  per- 
ceived. They  bad  been  printed;  and  if  the  gentiemen 
had  not  read  them,  it  was  their  own  fault.  One  of  the 
amendments  went  to  reserve  the  rightof  Congress  to  pass 
lawshereaAer  fur  the  opening  of  branch  roads,  and  to  regu- 
late the  speed  of  cars.  The  other,  which  had  been  inserted 

the  instance  of  the  representation  of  the  District,  went 
to  limit  the  termination  of  the  road  within  the  District,  to 
some  ptnnt  between  the  capitol  and  Seventh  street — instead 
of  canning  it  to  the  President's  house  or  Rock  creek.  If 
any  objection,  were  made  to  this,  it  was  to  be  expected  from 
the  Corporation  of  Washington.  But  both  the  boards- 
constituting  that  body  had  prayed  for  this  restriction ;  and, 
if  they  coiAented  to  it,  who  could  justiy  oppose  it^  Mr. 
H.  expressed  a  fear  tl»t  if  tii'e  bill  should  be  now  reccon- 
mitted,  it  would  never  regain  its  place  on  the  calendar. 
He  explained  what  had  been  done  by  the  Legislature  of 
Maryland  on  this  subject.  They  had  granted  to  the  com- 
pany Uberty  to  make  the  road  as  far  as  the  District  line, 
on  condition  that  it  should  be  commenced  within  one  year. 
If  the  present  bill  should  be  rejected,  or  lost  by  delay,  the 
company  would  be  left  in  an  embarrassed  situation. 

Mr.  SEHHES  stated  that  he  had  been  indisposed  for 
some  days,  and  had  not  seen  the  amendments.  The  sub- 
ject was  important,  and  excited  dee|i  interest  in  Mary- 
land. It  had  been  debated'in  her  Legislature  for  sevenl 
weeks.  His  constituents  had  embarked  largely,  both 
capital  and  credit,  !n  the  concerns  of  the  company,  audit 
was  his  duty,  as  their  Representative,  to  look  cautiously  at 
whatever  might  affect  their  interest.  He  was  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  but  could  not  vote  in  the  dark.  He  knew,  how- 
ever, that  a  majority  of  the  Comnuttee  for  the  District  djf> 
fered  from  hiOi  in  o|niuon,  and  he  should  cheerfully  sub- 
mit to  any  decision  on  the  subject 

The  question  being  then  put  on  concurring  witili  the 
Senate  in  their  amendments  to  the  .bill,  it  was  carried  by 
a  large  m^oritf . 

THE  GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Senate's  amendments  to  this  bill  came  up  for  con- 
sideration in  Committee  of  the  Whole- 
Various  other  amendments  were  considered,  and  agreed 
to  without  debate. 

The  amendment  making  proviuon  for  tlie  pay  of  extrm 
clerks  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  was  tlwn  taken  up, 
having  been  reported  against  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.  CONNER  said:  Tliis  amendment  had  been  made 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  of 
the  Scnatet  the  evidence  had  not  been  laid  before  the 
Committee  of  the  House;  but  lie  was  authorized  to  say 
thiU  the  object  of  the  appropriation  was  to  meet  current 
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expeiues;  tbftt  there  WM  Mill  loaietluiig  due  to  Uioae  clerks 
who  were  employed,  nanjr  of  them,  hy  Mr.  UcLeant 
and  the  itill  iDcreudng  bunneM  of  the  deputment  had 
compelled  the  present  able  incumbent  to  follow  tlie  ez- 
MDple  of  his  predecestor,  (Mr.  McLean,)  whose  name, 
on  beiD^  mentioned  in  that  House,  produced  excitement; 
but  he  [Ur.  C.  ]  had  no  heaitation  in  aaying,  he  bad  for  that 
rcntleman  kind  feeling  tod  that  he  wai  an  efficient  t^- 
ficer-  The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Himxn- 
Tos]  had  inquired  of  the  camouttet:  if  tiie  department 
was  not  insolv«it.  ^  would  answer  that  gentleman,  that 
the  Post  Office  DqMitmmt  vu  MtuxAy  not  insolvent  but 
that  iti  condition  was  a  pro^»eroua  one;  that  for  the  last 
eighteen  months  the  increase  for  each  qiiarter  was  some 
thirty  or  forty  thouaand  dollars;  and  so  far  as  the  depart- 
ment could  be  inbrroed,  the  increase  for  this  quarter  would 
be  in  proportion  wiUi  the  precedii^  one;  and  he  had  ito 
he«tation  m  sajring  that  the  increase  of  the  present  year 
would  exceed  that  of  the  last  year  by  (100,000.  Tlie  policy 
of  the  late  Postmaster  General  bad  been  to  retain  but  Uttle 
surplus  on  hand.  It  was  the  true  policy;  and  the  present 
Postmaster  General  bad  very  probably  pursued  the  nmc 
course,  in  returning  the  oioney  recaved  back  again  among 
the  people  from  whom  it  bad  come,  for  their  accommoda- 
tion. 

The  gentleman  had  also  made  an  inquhy  in  rdati<m  to 
the  aTailable  funds  of  tha  department;  and,  on  another  occa- 
non,  a  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  STOBafl]  had  snecr- 
ingly  asked  what  had  become  of  the  #230,000  lefV*by  Mr. 
McLean.  He  [Mr.  C]  could  tell  the  gentleman  what  had 
become  of  that  money.  TheK  were  now  #148>000  of  it 
in  the  department!  the  serenty  «gh^  ^ousand  doUars 
of  that  sum  used,  had  gone  to  the  extension  of  mail  &ci- 
lities,  and  accommodation  to  the  people  and  the  country. 
Where  the  muls  were  canied  on  horseback,  they  are  now 
carried  in  sulkies  or  stages,  and  the  tnps  increased;  where 
the  mail  was  received  only  weekly,  itis  now  receiveid  twice 
in  the  week,  on  other  routes  three  times  a  week,  and,  in 
Duny  instances,  duly  stages  were  put  in  operation.  Tliis 
was  asked  for  and  required  of  him  by  the  people  and  their 
Tepresentativca^  and  this  is  the  way  that  that  money  baa 
gme.  Sir,  whibt  all  your  othor  departments  were  station- 
ary, this  department  was  annually  extended,  daily  aug- 
menting in  biinness  and  labor,  which  necessarily  required 
increased  expentUturea.  '  Sir,  the  Postmaster  General  has 
not  overreached  himself^  as  has  been  inunuated;  and  if 
the  House  will  take  the  trouble  to  reflect  and  examine  for 
tbemselres  one  moment,  they  must  see  the  propriety  of 
this  amendment  It  is  in  accordance  with  the  usual  mode 
of  paying  the  officers  of  the  departments,  and,  in  accmd- 
ance  with  that,  is  this  appropiiatim  asked  for.  The  ser- 
vices of  those  clerks  employed  must  be  paid  for,  and  the 
only  difference  out  of  which  fund  they  are  paid  is,  that, 
if  it  be  taken  from  the  Post  Office,  it  is  so  much  withdrawn 
from  mail  facilities  arid  accommodations.  Sir,  there  was 
laid  on  your  table,  at  an  early  day  in  the  session,  a  bill 
providing  for  an  additional  number  of  clerks.  It  has  not 
oem  reached,  nor  can  it,  the  preaent  session.  Its  passage 
would  have  superseded  the  necessity  of  this  amendment. 
There  are  now  in  your  treasury  more  than  a  miUion  of 
dollars,  which  have  been  deposited  there  by  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department;  and  he  would,  at  all  times,  hare  been 
willing  to  have  appropriated  from  that  stun  an  amount 
sufficient  to  have  completed  themail arrangements  through- 
out the  country.  The  department,  from  its  prospcroua 
emidition,  would,  in  a  very  few  yesr^  have  reimburaed 
the  treasury,  and  more.  He  thmwht  the  apprt^riation 
proper,  ana  hoped  the  House  would  not  iritiihold  it 

The  questimi  was  then  takei^  and  the  i^propriatiai 
was  stricken  out 

The  item  allowing  compensation  to  Judge  Cranch,  for 
extra  labor  iu  preparing  a  code  of  laws  for  the  District, 
(he  having,  it  their  teijucit)  aaumed  the  diare  which 


was  assigned  to  two  other  commiiBonera  associated  mth 
him,)  gave  rise  to  a  abort  diacuwiB,  in  wUch  Mem. 
ELLSWORTH,  DODDiai>GE,and  DWIGHT  rTplsiiml 
the  serrice  had  been  performed,  and  tiw  cqui^  of 

the  claim— and  Mr.  McCOY  opposed  the  ^yro|ttintiouaa 
being  an  unsafe  qicoes  of  legMation. 
This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

llie  item  providing  for  fees  to  be  paid  to  aaaistaBtcann* 
sel  empkyea  to  aid  the  district  attorneys  of  the  Umird 
States  had  bera  originally  t3,j600.  The  amendment  re. 
commended  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  Raised 
the  sum  to  $6,000;  the  amendment  of  tlw  Senate  pn^oaed 
st'dl  further  to  increase  it  to  t8,000i  the  laat  sum  wm  ^ 
agreed  to^  and  the  approprktmn  fixed  at  (6,000. 

THE  TUBiOSH  MISSION. 

The  next  amendment  in  migst  Was  the  apprt^rialxm  of 
$15,000,  as  compensation  to  the  commissioners  wlto  nego- 
tiated  the  late  treaty  with  the  Ottoman  Porte.  71k  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  bad  recommended  to  strike  out 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  which  provided  for  tlua 
item,  with  a  proviso  going  to  disapprore  of  the  appmnt- 
ment  of  the  commissioners  during  a  recess  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  VEHPUUiCK,  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meana^  exidained  the  grounds  on  wUch  that 
committee  had  recopunended  to  rtrike  out  tUa  item  from 
the  amendments  the  Senate.  Of  the  exact  character 
of  the  persons  to  be  compensated,  he  would  not  q»eak,a8 
there  was  no  distinct  endence  on  that  subject  be£are  the 
House;  whether  they  were  to  be  understood  as  acting  un- 
der a  special  commiswon  as  the  personal  agents  of  the  Pre- 
sident, or  whether  they  were  to  he  conadercd  as  cbanta 
des  afTairei^  there  was  no  evidence  pn  which  to  deooe. 
The  subject  was  known  to  bave  excited  great  warmth 
elsewhere;  and  the  committee,  conuderingthe  very  inac- 
curate information  submitted  to  them,  and  believing  that 
the  great  question  entered  into  by  the  provisowas  hkely, 
especially  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session,  to  delay,  and 
possibly  endanger,  the  bill,  and  thereby  injuriously  tp  af- 
tcct  other  greM  interesti^  bad  been  unanimous  in  recom- 
mending that  the  whole  amendment  as  welltheapfHUMt 
ation  as  the  proviso  accompan}*ing  it,  should  be  atricsen 
out.  The  parties  concerned  would,  he  presumed,  be  paid 
either  from  the  contingent  fund,  or  from  the  secret  service 
fund;  but,  if  not  paid  at  this  time,  they  must  take  their 
chance  of  being  provided  for  by  tlie  next  Congreas.  The 
committee  consider<Kl  it  an  act  of  publu:  duty  to  reptnt 
against  the  amen^ent. 

Mr.  WAYNE  observed  that  he  found  («c  difficulty  in 
agreeing  to  the  proposal  of  the  Conuiuttee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  If  this  appn^riation  should  be  stricken  out, 
there  was  no  fiind  to  which  the  individuals  coocemcd 
could  look  for  payment.  They  had  rendered  important 
services;  they  had  been  the  agents  in  the  hi^^est  act  which 
one  department  of  the  Government  could  perfbnn.  He 
felt  the  force  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Vbbfuitc^]  and  he  wai^  to  a  certain  exteo^ 
constrained  to  acquiesce  in  themi  but  the  House  must 
make  stmie  certun  provitton  fat  men  who  had  performed 
animportantpublic  sernce.  Was  there  no  other  part  of  the 
bill  to  wbuch  an  additional  appropriation  might  be  append- 
ed, by  which  the  object  couldbe  secured?  In  the  estumle 
for  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intcrcourae,  there 
was  one  item  of  $35,000.  There  was  no  proposal  to  strike 
that  out;  and,  with  a  view  to  avoid  debate,  he  would 
propose  to  amend  the  present  amendment,  by  addhig  in 
tint  clause  the  words  **and  $15,000,  to  defray  the  oon- 
tii^nt  expense  <^  finei^  intercourse,  heretofore  io- 
cutred.**  The  Chair  decided  that  it  was  not  in  f»<der  to 
amend  an  amendment  recommended  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  INOERSOLL  aaid,  the  gentleman  could  <a^ 
arrive  at  his  olgect,  byaUowiflipaTOtefinittobetafcenoa 
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the  present  amewlment.  If  these  eommissioners  werfe  to 
be  paid  at  all,  it  should  be  out  of  the  secret  service  fund. 
They  had  been  appointed  by  the  President  under  that 
power  of  the  Executive  which  gives  him  control  over  this 
fund,  and,  if  so,  they  ought  to  be  paid  in  that  way.  Mr. 
I.  8a:d  he  thought  he  perceived  where  the  difficulty  of 
the  gentleman  lay;  the  ^mlcnian  was  apprehensive  thai 
tiie  secret  service  ftindlud  been  exhausted.  How  that 
may  be,  Mr.  I.  sud*  he  did  not  know;  tlie  gentleman  no 
doubt  knew  better  tlian  he  did.  Ajl  that  he  cuiild  say 
was,  that  he  tlioucht  the  House  ought  to  take  a  question 
on  the  point  now  heforc  it,  and  thereby  settle  the  question 
of  the  disputed  power  of  the  Executive. 

Mr.  STORRS,  of  New  York,  professed  not  to  tinder- 
stand  the  deliate.  He  did  not  know  what  gentlemen 
meant  when  they  talked  about  the  secret  service  fund 
being  exhaustedt  he  was  completely  in  the  dark.  His 
colleague,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mtans,  [Hr. 
Verfuitck,]  told  the  House  that  that  committee  lud  no 
information — another  gentleman  told  them  that  tlie  com- 
missioners had  been  appointed  by  somebody,  and  that 
some  provision  would  he  made  for  them  by  somebody, 
nobody  knew  wlio.  For  himself,  he  was  not  in  tlie 
secrets  of  the  cabinet{  neither  was  the  House  in  tliose 
secrets.  If  any  public  ministers  or  charges  were  to  be 
provided  for,  let  the  Government  send  the  House  some 
information — let  it  send  the  treaties  that  had  been  made — 
1st  it  tell  the  House  who  the  commissioners  are.  For  his 
own  part,  be  did  not  find  such  persons  enumerated  among 
our  d^>lomatic  agents.  The  House  was  asked  to  act  in 
the  dark — somebody  said  they  wanted  money,  but  the 
Government  had  not  condescended  to  tell  the  people  of 
the  United  Slatei  what  it  was  wanted  for.  The  House 
hud  received  no  estimate,  no  report:  the  Government 
gave  it  no  information  but  this — tliat  it  wanted  money. 
The  House  had  no  facts  to  go  upon,  and  )ie  therefore 
hoped  it  woiihl  strike  out  the  whole  appropriation.  The 
item  of  $26,000  for  contingent  expenses  was  intended 
for  some  other  purpose,  be  did  not  know  what;  he  hoped 
that  would  be  stricken  out,  too,  imless  some  further  in- 
formation was  given.  When  he  voted  away  money,  he 
fiked  to  do  it  understandingly.  Tliis  sum  was  not  for  the 
ordinary  contingent  fiind;  if  it  was  to  he  spent  in  presents 
to  the  Grand  Turk,  he  diould  like  to  know  tlie  fact.  He 
wished  to  know  what  he  was  doing.  Were  these  #25,000 
to  be  paid  for  gold  snuflTboxcs,  diamond  headed  daggers, 
horses,  urns,  or  what  was  it  fur? 

Mr.  VERMANCK  asked  liis  colleague,  (Mr.  Stohbs,] 
whether  the  object  of  his  inquiry  was  to  obtiun  a  list  of 
the  special  contingent  expenses  of  the  Turkish  legation. 
TTie  present  turn  of  $15,000  was  proposed  to  be  added  to 
the  sum  of  935,000,  provided  for  general  contingent  ex- 
penses. It  was  not  usual  to  lay  the  particulars  of  foreign 
intercourse  directly  or  indirectly  before  the  House. 

Mr.  WAYNE  asked  gentlemen  to  state  whether,  if  this 
article  was  stricken  out,  certain  persons  who  had  rendered 

Eublic  service  would  not  be  left  to  take  their  chance  fur 
eing-  paid  before  next  Congress;  and  he  arain  Asked 
wheUier  tlierc  was  not  any  other  part  of  the  bill  on  which 
an  amendment  could  he  grafted  to  secure  the  payment 
of  ."igcnts,  the  value  of  whose  public  services  hail  been 
acknowledged  by  the  highest  act  which  any  Government 
could  perform,  viz.  the  ratificatimi  of  the  trca^  which 
they  had  made. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  observed  that  the  question  now  was 
only  as  to  one  portion  of  the  Senate's  amendment — to  the 
rcmahidcr  tlie  gcmlenuui  might  athl  wliat  he  pleased. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  inquirea  whether,'if  the  House  should 
agree  to  the  amendment  recommended  by  the  Committee 
of  W.iys  and  Means,  and  thus  strike  out  a  part  of  the 
Senate'^  ameudnicnt,  tlie  reisiduc  might  not  afterwarils  he 
stricken  out. 

The  Sl'EAKER  replied  in  the  alfirmativc. 
Vol.  VU.-53 


Mr.  CONDICT  adced  for  a  diviaiOT-of  Uie  question,  M 
that  it  mlight  be  put  fint  on  the  appropmtiont  wid  dien 
on  the  proviso. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  thftt,  if  tlie  appropriation 
should  be  stricken  out,  there  would  renuun  nothing  to 
which  the  proviso  could  adhere— tfie  di^on,  tbereiOTe, 
could  pot  take  place. 

Mr.  BUItGBS  observed  that  he  could  not  tee  why 
persons  who  had  been  in  the  service  of  the  countiy  sliould 
not  be  paid.  Why  ought  the  appropriation  to  be  stricken 
out^  Did  gentlemen  intend  that  the  ^nta  of  the  Go- 
vernment should  not  be  paid?  Why  not  paid?  Had  tliey 
rendered  no  service?  or  was  Oie  service  which  they  had 
rendered  iUe^l?  If  they  had  not  rendered  any  senrice, 
how  came  tins  clause  in  the  bill,  if  the  service  had  been 
rendered  in  an  illegsl  or  unconstitDtional  manner?  Yet, 
so  far  as  the  countiy  was  bound  in  eqirity>  why  should  not 
this  House  say,  wttti  the  Senate,  this  does  not  Justify  ub 
in  withholding  tlieir  pay  ?  Why  was  the  clause  to  be 
stricken  out?  Was  any  gentleman  prepared  to  say  that 
the  President  had  the  right,  without  consulting  the  Senate, 
to  send  abroad  envoys  to  negotiate  treaties,  unlen  under 
the  pressing  exigences  of  war?  Can  he  consummate  this 
act  without  consulting  the  Senate?  Are  we  going  to  say 
that  the  Prendcnt  may  not  only  fill  a  vacancy  which  occurs 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  but  that  he  mar,  widioot 
the  Senate,  originate  any  mission  he  pleases?  Mr.  B. 
Kud  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  president  could  send  out  an 
agent  for  tlic  purpose  of  examining  the  state  of  our  rela- 
tions v>  ith  a  foreign  Power,  but  this  must  be  done  secretly. 
Such  agents  never  were  accredited.  The  Prendent 
might,  m  tills  manner,,  diacover  by  what  means  our  rela- 
tions with  a  foreign  Power  ndght  be  improvedt  but  he 
might  not  appoint  and  send  abroad  high  public  envoys 
withwt  first  consulting  the  Senate.  Mr.  B.  called  upon 
all  who  heard  him  to  sa^  whether  they  were  prepared  to 
sanction  such  a  power  m  the  prendcnt  of  the  United 
States.  He  tnirted  there  were  none.  Sid  the  House 
then  intend  to  deprive  these  agents  of  their  pay  ?  Were 
they  to  be  left  to  chance  for  their  remuneration?  Would 
the  House  indulge  a  dispavtion  td  employ  services  when 
they  were  needed,  and  then  leave  the  servants  to  get  thdr 
pay  how  they  could?  No,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.t  the  laborer's 
wages  shall  never  sleep  with  me.  I  trust  there  is  no  man 
here  who  will  vote  to  jput  theae  agents  off  to  another 
Congress.  Mr.  Rhind  was  our  consul  to  Odessa — be  is 
known  to  be  poor,  and  to  possess  nothing  but  what  the 
Government  gives  him.  He  believed  himself  to  be  em- 
ployed by  a  competent  power— let  ui  pay  tSm  for  1h» 
■ervices  he  performed — but  let  us,  at  the  same  time,  take 
care  to  say  that  the  power  which  employed  him  was  not 
competent. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  no  intention  of  being  understood  as  saying  that 
these  agents  were  not  entiticd  to  compensation  for  their 
•ervices — the  committee  were  unanimous  in  the  contrary 
opinion;  but  they  had  failed  in  accomplishing  the  object 
they  had  in  view  in  recommending  that  this  item  be 
stricken  out,  which  was  to  avoid  debate.  They  denred 
to  present  the  quebdon  in  such  a  way  as  might  condliate 
all.  He  agreed  that  tlie  wmple  striking  out  of  this  ap- 
propriation might,  at  first  view,  appear  like  the  expres- 
iuon  of  an  opinion  that  the  individuals  in  question  are  not 
entitled  to  co.nfipensationi  but  such  was  not  his  opinion, 
nor  that  of  the  committee.  They  were,  douhtlen,  enti- 
ticd to  compensation;  and  if  the  House  could  provide  a 
fund  out  of  which  they  might  be  paid,  he  should  be  glad. 
He  luid  no  wish  to  appear  as  tf  art^i^g  a  vote  on  tha 
principle  contnincfl  in  the  Senate's  amendment,  but  he 
did  wish  to  avoid  discussion.  His  opiuion  wan,  and  he 
presumed  there  were  few  but  wouhl  agree  with  him  tliat 
the  President  did  not  poxiciis  powtr  lo  appoint  miuis>ters 
plenipotentiary  during  a  recess  oL&c  SctutCk  without 
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nominating  them  to  the  Senate  at  its  next  sucee^ding- 
•eauon.  But,  if  he  was  compeUed  to  vote,  he  should  not 
bentate  to  aay  that  be  was  unwUGng  to  give  a  vote  wtuch 
iD%ht  be  construed  into  ■  censure  M  the  Prevdent  for 
what  be  bad  done.  He  was  satisfied  that  the  affair  bad 
happened  tbrouefa  mere  orernght;  without  an^  bad  intent. 
The  Senate  had  deemed  it  proper  to  vindicate  its  own 
powers  by  inserting  the  proriao.  The  House  had  no  such 
object,  and  no  sudi  obligation.  The  Senate  had  now 
dime  what  ther  desired*  and  what  ther  had  a  perTect 
right  to  dok  and  he  hoped  Uiat  fiurther  debate  would  be 
BToided.. 

Ux.  ELLSWORTH  obserred  that  the  House  was  now 
brongfat  back  to  the  question  which  had  been  stated  by 
the  nntleman  from  Rhode  IsUnd,  [Mr.  Btt^oxs.]  Certain 
pubGc  agents  bad  performed  important  services;  thev  had 
the  fr^rest  claim  to  be  indemnified,  and  indemnified  at 
this  timei  and,  unless  the  House  intended  to  compensate 
tiiem  in  some  other  mode,  they  ou^ht  not  to  strike  out 
diis  approptiatiOD.  If  nntlemen  did  not  like  the  proviso, 
let  them  rtiike  it  out;  out  the  claim  to  compensation  was 
certainly  just  and  liur,  and  he  could  never  consent  to  strilce 
out  a  just  appropriatioa  because  of  the  proviso  Uiat  was 
attached  to  it. 

Mr.  DRAYTOX  i^d  that  he  deprecated  arg:umcnt  as 
much  as  any  gentleman,  and  he  should  make  none,  unless 
he  felt  bound  in  du^  to  do  so— he  should  not  vote  for 
striking  out  the  clause,  even  if  he  thought  that  the  ap- 
prantment  of  the  commisaioners  was  iuegal  or  uncon- 
stitutional. But  he  thought  it  was  the  exerdae  of  a 
'constitutional  power,  so  nr  as  any  construction  of  tlic 
constitution  could  derive  force  from  precedent.  This  was 
supported  by  numerous  examples.  He  was  not  for  strik- 
ing out  the  proviso.  He  considered  tliese  agents  as 
entitled  to  aalaries.  There  was  a  fund  out  of  wbicb  they 
night  be  pai^  and  therefm^  there  was  not  the  naaUcst 
objectSmi  to  the  amendment. 

Hr.  HcDUFFIE,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ellsworth,  observed, 
that  if  that  gentleman's  vote  to  strike  out  this  clause 
depended  on  the  House  providing  some  other  mode  of 
compensation,  his  tSfficuIty  might  easily  be  rcmovedf  for 
as  soon  as  the  House  should  vote  to  strike  out  this  amend- 
ment, the  gentleman  from  Geoi^a  [Hr.  Watite]  would 
introduce  another  clause  to  cover  the  same  object.  The 
question  ms  then  taken  on  agreeing  with  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  in  Uicir  proposed  amendment,  going 
to  strike  out  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  STORRS,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  by  striking  out  the  $35,000  for 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  mission,  and  substituting 
f5,000.  Mr.  S.  said  that  this  925,000,  was  intended  tu 
provide  the  tribute  customarily  given  to  the  Grand  Seignior, 
as  he  understood  it.  The  Md  Governments  tiS  Europe 
may  feel  it  their  interest  to  procure,  by  these  means,  the 
friendship  of  the  Sublime  Forte.  Turkey  lays  under 
tribute  every  nation  with  which  she  has  intercourse,  by 
her  pfrficy  of  requiring  presents.  He  asked  if  it  was 
proper  for  us,  wiiUe  keeping  up  friendly  relations  witli 
Russia,  without  any  minister  at  St.  Petersburg,  to  ac- 
quiesce in  this  course.  He  ctmsidered  it  unaouiia  pt^ey, 
after  keejnng  oureeIvcl^  tor  ludf  a  century,  without  asso- 
ciating with  the  politidani  at  Conatantini^Ie,  to  send  a 
charg^,  when  a  consul  would  be  as  efficient  to  secure  our 
iMteres^.  He  stated  that  in  sending  a  cliorg^  wc  shall 
only  make  our  country  appear  ridiculous,  because,  while 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  other  courts  are  admitted  to  the 
**  bri^tneu  of  the  sublime  presence,"  our  charge  will 
be  compelled  to  stand  at  the  door  among  the  servants 
and  undenstrMppen,  and  thus  would  the  m^jes^  of  the 
American  people  berepresented.  He  took  a  view  of  the 
accumuUiing  expenses  of  the  diplomatic  corps  since  tlie 
present  »dminiitr»tion  cuie  iuto  power,  and  asked  if  this 


was  a  redempdcm  of  the  pledges  eiven  by  them  before 
they  were  in  office.  We  are  called  on  to  send  a  charge 
to  disgrace  the  American  people  before  all  Europe, 
to  pay  $25,000  out  of  cur  treasury  for  this  pnvilege. 
There  has  been  no  infermation  communicated  to  tlus 
House  to  can  fbr  thii  apprcqtriaticof  and  Iw  would  not 
consent  to  make  atqr  apfiropriation,  without  sufficient 
knowledge  communicated  in  a  proper  manner.  He  had 
heard  much  of  this  treaty  out  of  doors.  He  had  heard 
that  parts  of  it  are  very  exceptionable;  and  it  wasrcnwr* 
ed  that  it  had  not  been  ratified^  We  bad  been  ttdd  by 
the  President,  in  his  opening  message,  of  a  fibenl  trea^ 
with  Turkey.  He  did  not  understand  the  term.  Was  it 
not  a  reciprocal  trea^?  He  had  heard  that  Captain  Rid- 
dle had  written  a  long  letter  reprobating  some  parts  of 
the  trea^.  He  had  also  beard  of  Mr.  Rhind  and  nis  acts. 
But  he  deared  that  the  treaty  should  be  communicated 
to  the  House  before  the  appropriation  is  given.  He 
thot^ht  it  neccssny  that  we  should  know  for  what  we 
are  called  on  to  give  this  money. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  it  always  gave  bim  pleasure  to  listm 
to  the  gentleman  from  Mew  York,  who  had  just  taken  hb 
seat,  because  of  the  ability  which  he  olwaj's  manifested 
when  addressing  that  House.  It  was  matter  of  deep 
regret  that  talents  of  so  high  an  orjer  should  be  enlisted 
on  the  wrong  s'de.  The  powers  of  that  gentleman  were 
admitted  by  all,  insomuch  that  he  w»s  a<Im:t1cd  to  be 
capable  of  making  any  cause  which  he  chose  to  adopt 
appear  to  be  ri|^t,  by  the  exertion  of  his  elevated  abUi- 
ties.  But,  on  the  present  occanon,  Mr.  C.  was  constn'ned 
to  confess  that  he  never  heard  the  gentleman  from  Xcw 
York  make  a  speech  on  that  floor  which  he  himself  seemed 
less  to  feel.  The  honorable  gentleman  had  set  out  with 
telling  the  House  that  he  was  perfectly  hi  the  dark;  that 
he  could  not  at  all  understand  the  debate;  but  what  a  de- 
velooment  had  the  House  witnessed,  and  on  what  autho- 
rity liad  it  been  made?  The  first  thing  the  gentleman 
had  discovered  was  the  establishment  of  a  new  mis^on, 
which  was  to  cost  the  country  God  knows  how  much. 
Each  new  minister,  it  seemed,  was  to  be  furnished  %  itli 
new  snuffboxes,  and  evcir  subsequent  Congress  was  to 
be  bound  to  make  new  and  further  appropriations.  The 
ministers,  too,  were  to  make  themselves  ridiculous  by 
appearing  in  an  inferior  grade;  and  the  gentleman's  moticn 
would  go  to  render  them  B^l  more  rimculous.  Hie  Pre- 
sident had  submitted  the  treaty  to  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  C 
had  understood  that  the  treaty  had  been  ratified  with  an 
amendment  which  went  to  strike  out  one  offensive  article. 
He  was  not  sure  that  this  was  the  case,  but  he  had  been 
so  informed.  In  the  discharge  of  his  executive  duty,  the 
Prerident  had  submitted  to  the  Senate  the  propriety  of 
establishing  a  diplomatic  mission  to  the  Ottoman  Porte. 
The  bill  at  first  provided  for  the  outfit  of  a  full  minister, 
but  the  committee  (connsting  of  the  genllenian's  friends) 
had  reduced  the  miiuster  to  a  charge,  and  had  thereby 
affbrded  the  gentleman  an  opportunity  of  holding  iip  to 
the  House  a  very  entertaining  spectacle,  wliere  our  min- 
ister appeared  dancing  attendance  out  or  doors  amrng 
servants  and  drogomen,  but  never  admitted  to  the  brigtit- 
ness  of  the  Sultan's  sublime  presence.  The  gcnUeman 
appeared  to  have  thought  a  good  deal  on  the  subject  and 
he  was  sorrv  he  had  not  obtained  any  information  as  to 
the  political  consequences  arising  from  this  diflTi-rcnce  of 
grade  in  our  minister.  Probably  anollicr  agcr.l  miglit  be 
needed;  but  that  was  the  bumncss  of  the  Senate,  as  they 
had  the  exchirive  appointment  of  new  ministers.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York,  if  he  rect-llccted  right,  had 
advocated  the  Panama  mission.  D-d  the  gentleman  at 
that  time  aak  for  the  instructions  given  to  our  mini^tir* 
Far  from  it.  All  then  was  to  be  confidence  in  the  Execu- 
tive. The  House  was  to  repose  an  official  confidence  in  the 
Executive.  It  was  not  its  duty  to  ask  too  many  questiw^. 
All  was  to  be  aubmitted  to  the  Exectitivc.   Why  did  uot 
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the  House  now  hear  from  him  the  s&ms  languiige?  The 
gentleman  had  professed  gT^at'fgifiorance;  but,  whatever 
might  be  hi»  discl^mers,  the  House  all  knew  full  well  that 
the  gentleman  yna  acquainted  with  the  manner  in  which 
Turkish  treaties  were  usually  negotiated.  He  knew  perfect- 
ly well  tliat  presents  were  always  made  by  every  nation  who 
wished  to  tnuntain  diplomatic  relations,  or  obtain  commer- 
cial advantages,  or  hold  any  intereoatse  with  the  Turktrii 
court.  The  commercial  benefits  to  be  obtained  by  the  pre- 
sent arrangement  the  gentleman  had  taken  great  care  to 
throw  into  tha  shade;  yet,  if  any  commercial  advantage  was 
to  be  derived  to  the  country,  what  city  or  what  State  of  the 
Union  vrna  so  likely  to  share  in  it  as  that  from  which  the 
gentleman  came  .'  The  ct^  of  New  York,  to  which  he 
understood  the  gentleman  had  lately  removed  his  resi- 
dcnce,  being  tlie  great  commercial  emporiara  of  the 
country,  had  the  deepest  interest  in  a  question  of  this 
kind.  The  getitleman  had  said  a  great  deal  about  paying 
tribute,  and  presenting  diamond  snuffboxes  to  an  infidel 
Power.  This  language  might,  perhaps,  take  witli  the 
Dutch  of  New  York,  (to  use  a  phrase  which  he  had  heard 
the  gentleman  employ,)  and  it  riiowed  the  gentleman's 
great  deference  for  the  sense  and  information  of  his  con- 
stituents. Bu^  if  tite  gentkmui  could  impose  upon  hra 
own  cQtistituents,  it  dS  not  follow  that  he  could,  with 
equal  esse,  deceive  the'  American  people.  They  possess 
too  much  intelligence  for  such  an  operation.  Mr.  C. 
said  that  Andi'ew  Jacluon  had  discharged  his  duty.  The 
House  could  not  yet  have  the  trea^  laid  before  it,  hut  it 
opened  a  prospect  of  great  pecuniary  advantage  to  the 
nation,  from  a  participation  in  the  commerce  of  the  Black 
Sea.  All  this  the  gentleman  well  understood;  and  if, 
with  the  full  understanding  of  it,  be  chose  to  take  the 
i-cspons:bility  of  defeating  such  a  measure,  on  him,  and  on 
those  who  acted  with  him,  let  it  rest,  and  not  upon  Andrew 
Jackson,  or  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  now  moved  that  the  committee 
rise,  report  progress,  and  have  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  motion  was  negatived — ^yeas  61,  nays  75. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  that  he  had  at  first  meant  to  go  into 
«  full  answer  to  the  speech  of  the  genUeman  from  New 
York,  but  he  relinquished  this  purpose,  believing  that  the 
gentleman*:!  chief  object  had  been  to  discharge  a  feeling; 
he  would,  therefore,  confine  himself  to  two  or  three  re- 
marks, by  way  of  explanation.  The  gentleman  had  com- 
menced by  supposing  tliat  the  object  of  this  treaty  was 
to  put  the  country  in  a  degrading  attitude— 4o  grant  a  tri- 
bute, to  buy  a  treaty  of  uie  Sublime  Porte.  But  such 
had  been  no  part  of  Oie  object.  The  treatr  was  made. 
It  had  been  ratified,  with  tiie  exception  of  one  article. 
So  far  from  soliciting  or  bee^g  a  treaty,  the  treaty  had 
been  made  and  raiined,  and  the  object  was  to  open  com- 
mercial connexions  between  the  United  States  and  some 
of  the  richest  countries  of  the  old  world;  and  the  present 
appropriation  was  asked  in  order  that  our  country  might 
realize  these  benefits.  Our  interest  in  those  seas  ms 
great  and  extended,  and  the  questicm  was,  iriiether  we 
ouglit  not  to  have  commercial  agents  to  supervise  the 
interests  of  the  United  States.  But  gentiemen  ask,  why 
not  entrust  this  duty  to  our  consuls?  If  the  bill  had  done 
so,  the  expense  would  have  been' the  same.  The  Govern- 
ment now  pays  our  consul  at  Algiers  ^,000v  and  the  sa- 
lary of  a  charge  was  but  ^500.  Nothing  would  be 
gained,  theretbre,  by  substituting  the  consul]  the  only 
U.fference  would  be,  that  the  latter  appmntment  would 
not  be  productive  of  such  good  effects.  But  to  show 
that  the  geiideman  wuuld  be  satisfied  mth  no  conduct  of 
the  administration,  and  tlutt  he  held  it  a  dat^  to  find  fault, 
tlie  gentlem.an  had  told  the  House,  that,  if  we  were  to 
have  anv  mission  to  Turkey,  it  ought  to  be  an  embassy 
extraoriiinary.  That  was  wlut  tlie  Executive  had  asked  for, 
and-  what  the  Senate  had  refused.  If  the  firesent  plan 
was  wrongs  Uie  Ault  was  not  with  the  Presideiib  The 


gentleman  had  endeavored  to  cast  ridicule  on  the  propo- 
Stion,  and  upon  the  Government  of  his  own  country. 
The  offering  of  presents  appeared  to  him  an  unw<»thj 
object  of  expenditure,  and  calculated  to  degrade  the  na- 
tion. But  why  should  we  be  degraded  by  doing  that 
which  had  been  done,  at  all  times,  by  all  Government! 
that  had  any  connexion  with  the  Ottoman  Votiei 

If  it  was  good  that  we  should  hold  cwmnerclal  relationa 
with  tfie  boundless  territories  of  the  Turk,  (relation* 
which  had  heretofore  extended  but  a  short  distance  around 
Smyrna,)  was  the  country  to  refuse  this  sdrantage,  be- 
cause the  gentleman  from  New  York  thou^t  it  degrading 
to  make  presents  to  tiie  Grand  Seignior,  to  the  amount  ^ 
1QS,0O0f  If  we  held  such  an  opinion,  we  should  be  the 
only  Power  who  thought  so{  all  other  nations  have  acted 
otherwise.  If  the  country  was  to  have  political  and  com- 
mercial relations  viUi  the  Porte  at  all,  it  could  do  moEB 
have  them  without  presents  than  without  ministers.  No 
minister  would  have  been  received,  nor  permitted  to  open 
his  credentials,  till  he  had  offered  the  customary  presentSi 
This  Government  once  received  a  mission  from  a  Turkish 
Power,  and  we  paid  the  ambassador  a  regular  stipend 
evety  week,  although  he  came  only  to  make  an  apology 
for  a  tlureat  which  had  been  uttered  by  Us  countty  agamak 
ours.  We  paid  all  the  expenses  en  his  embasqr,  and 
allowed  him  #200  per  week  diuing  hts  stay.  Was  that 
expenditure  considered  extravagant  then?  Was  the  coun- 
try, for  such  a  reason,  to  refuse  the  apology  of  a  foreign 
Power,  and  thereby  to  avert  tiie  necessity  of  a  war?  J&. 
Jefferson  was  wiser  than  that.  The  long  and  the  short  of 
this  matter  wa^  tliat  here  were  presented  to  us  real  and 
great  commercial  advantages.  Extensive  regions,  among 
some  of  Uie  richest  on  the  globe,  were  about  vo  be  opened 
to  the  United  States.  We  were  to  hold  commeroal  rela- 
tions with  an  the  countries  round  the  Black  Sea;  and  we 
were  to  have  this  advantage  in  the  most  economical  form 
— at  the  expense  of  maintaining  a  ringle  charg^.  As  to 
the  oU\er  items,  they  were  merely  the  necessary  appen- 
dages of  such  a  mission.  Adrogoman  and  presents  were 
matters  of  course  at  the  court  dr  Turkey.  If  the  House 
thought  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  let  them 
abolish  the  treaty;  if  no^  let  them  make  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  8T0RBS  replied;  when 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Storhs,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  large  majority. 

>tr.  WAYNE  then  moved  the  amendment  he  had  be* 
fore  propose!^  nz.  to  inscrtaft»  theitemof  935f000,  the 
following: 

"And  #15,000  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  foreign 
intercourse  herctofi«  incurred," 

The  amendment  was  adopted — yeas  70,  nays  65. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  now  inoved  to  insert  the  proviso,  but 
the  motion  was  rejected — yeas  62,  nays  100. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  moved  an  item  of  91,500  dollars  for 
the  saJaiy  of  a  student  of  languages,  but  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended  on  motikm 
of  Mr.  WAYNE,  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  debate 
closed.  The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  House. 

Mr.  VANCE  moved  for  a  division  of  the  question  on  tha 
amendment  which  bad  been  so  long  debated  in  committeie. 

Mr.  WICKLIPFE  exphuned  the  state  of  the  questim), 
and  showed  tha^  as  an  appropriation  to  the  same  amount 
and  for  the  same  object^  had  been  faiserted  in  another  part 
of  the  bill,  unless  the  present  clause  should  be  stridcen 
out,  the  bill  would  have  two  appropriations,  of  #15,000 
each,  for  the  pay  of  the  nine  persons. 

Mr.  VANCE  said  that  his  object  in  having  the  qocstiDa 
divided  was,  that  a  separate  rote  vu^X  be  taken,  hy  yeat 
and  nays,  upon  the  proviso. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  question  dioiild  be  ^ 
nded,  inasnmch  as  the  i»OTiso  was  M  wwdcd  tt  to  rdni» 
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to  the  whole  bill,  and  there  wouldi  Uierefore^  be  sonic< 
thing  for  it  to  tFUiid  on,  should  the  upproprikbng  chtuse 
be  itiicketi  out  * 

Mr,  HEBCKB  ezpUned,  and*  sdvertiqf  to  the  course 
vhidi  had  been  puiwied  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Innsted  that  flie  amendment  which  had  been  interted  was 
diffisrent  from  d|at  in  view  6f  which  the  anprapriation 
^nd  pronso  were  stricken  out]  so  tliat  genuemen  could 
not  vote  in  the  House  as  they  had  voted  in  committee. 

Tlie  CHAIR  replied  that  the  House  had  adopted  the 
imendment,  and  had  no  power  to  retrace  the  step. 

The  queatwD  vraa  acconlingly  divided,  and,  bein^  put 
on  the  ■pproqpriatinif  clause,  it  paawd  in  the  affirmative. 

The  queation  then  reeurringf  on  out  ihe  promo  of 

the  Senate, 

Hr.  MERGES  failed  in  an  attempt  to  modify  it. 

And  the  yeas  and  nays,  having  been  demanded  by  Mr. 
VANCE,  and  ordered  bj  the  Home,  were  taken,  and 
ftood  as  foUovsi 

VEA8. — Mean.  Alexander,  Alston,  Andemn,  Angel, 
Anher,  Barrii^fer,  James  Btair,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borst, 
Brodhead,  Brown,  Cambreleng,  Caraon,  Cbubome,  Clay, 
Conner,  Crawford,  Crocheron,  Daniel,  Davenport,  De- 
berry,  Denny,  Drayton,  Duilley,  EarU,  Findlay,  Ford, 
Gilmore,  Gordon,  Hall,  Hakey,  Harvey,  Haynes,  Holland, 
H<^man,  ^owaid,  Hubbard,  Thomas  Irwin,  William  W. 
Irnn,  Jarvis,  Richard  H.  Johnson,  C^ve  Jt^nson,  Kennon, 
Perkins  King,  Lamar,  l^a,  Leayitt,  Lent,  Lewis,  Loyalt, 
Ijumpkin,  Iv^e,  Thomiia  Maxwell,  HcCreery,  McCoy, 
McQuffie,  Mclntir^,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Patton, 
Pearce,  Pettis,  Ptik.  Potter,  Sanford,  Scott,  Wm.  B. 
Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Smith,  Speight, 
Ambrose  Spencer,  Richaid  Spencer,  Stephens,  Suther- 
land, Taylor,  Johq  Tbomwn,  Tresvvit,  Tucker.  Wayne, 
Wilde,~a3, 

VATS.— Mfpm,  Allan,  Annstrong,  Arnold,  Bamvell, 
Bavlor,  Beekman,  Butirxan,  Campbell,  Childs,  Chilton, 
Coke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowles,  Craig,  Crane,  Crockett, 
Creighton,  Desha,  Draper,  E^er.  Ellsworth,  George 
Evans,  Horace  Everett,  Fiiich,  Oaither,  Gurley,  Hawkins, 
Hodges,  Uuglies,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Johns,  Lecompte, 
l^roR,  Martindale,  Lewis  Maxwell,  Mercer,  Nuckolls, 
Overton,  Pierson.  Reed,  Rencher,  Kchardaon,  Russel, 
Stubery,  Swift,  Taliaferro,  Test,  Vance, Varoum,  Vinton, 
Washington,  WWttlesey,  Edward  p.  White,  WiDiams, 
Yancey.  — 57. 

So  the  House  agreed  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
in  striking  out  the  proviso  which  the  Senate  had  inserted, 
and  which  is  in  tlie  vords  following] 

"  Frooided  ahomft.  That  nothing  in  this  apt  contained 
ahall  be  coiMtrued  as  sanctioning,  or  in  any  way  approv- 
{q^,  the  i^pnntni^t  of  these  persona,  by  the  Freadent 
akae,  dunng  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  anil  without  their 
Sdviop  tnd  consent  as  con)i^svone(s  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
with  the  Ottoman  Parte." 

THE  CUMBEHLAND  ROAD. 

The  House  thei)  took  up,  in  Coonmittee  of  the  Whole, 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  contu)uati<m  of  the  Cum- 
berland road  in  the  States  <^  (3iu<h  ImUana,  and  Illinois. 

1^.  IRWIN,  of  Pennvylrania,  propoaed  the  foUoving 
section  t  an  amendment  thereto: 

'  'Aid  be  it  further  maeted.  That  the  sum  of  o^p  hur^red 
thousand  dolUrf  be,  and  tlie  sameisliereby,  appropnated, 
.  flitt  of  *jff  iQoney  in  the  treaauij  qot  q^rvise  appropriat- 
ed* the  puipoiw  cv  repairiu  tipe  Conberland  road  east 
qfWbeeling.'™  ^ 

Mr.  CRAWFORD,  of  Pennsylvyi^,  ro^  in  oppoution 
to  the  amendment,  He  said  the  amendment  pToaoacd 
was  of  general  coocem,  as  resatded  the  pr^aervation  of 
the  great  pubfic  work  to  whida  it  related.  Tliia,  mid  Mr. 
p.,  must  be  a  derfrable  olyect  with  all]  no  gentleman 
Vireljr  wishf  o-the  detliuction  of  this  omuimen^  at  once 


of  the  liberality  of  his  Government,  and  of  the  fidelity 
with  which  its  enga^Dients  are  fulfilled.  But,  important 
aa  the  proposition  la  conceded  to  be,  in  this  new  of  h, 
as  well  as  from  the  large  amount,  ita  real  magutwle  ii 
only  perceived  when  we  look  at  it  in  reference  to  ib 
effect  on  the  future  internal  improvement  of  the  country, 
as  it  may  be  dedded  the  one  way  or  tiie  other. 

Do  you  believe,  sir,  that  if  roads  and  canals  are  to  be 
sustained  at  the  expense  of  the  treasuiy,  they  will  be  ex- 
tended or  long  continued? 

If  the  UnitedStatesare  to  repair  as  wellastonukcnr 
word  fur  it,  they  will  soon  cease  to  make.   If  thn  Cum- 
berland road  system  is  to  be  persevered  in,  and  xnnuil 
calls  are  to  be  made  upon  the  treasury  for  the  repurnf 
public  works^  we  shall  soon  have  funds  for  no  other  par* 
pose.    How  many  of  these  projects  liave  been  alrodr 
submitted  for  conuderation  ?   How  many  in  enty  itj 
originating  and  bilging  forth?   They  can  (carcei/  be 
reckoned;  but  if  you  take  one  in  nuny  of  tlieia,  m  *ix'm- 
bleorfit,  and  calGi^  for  the  exercise  of  the  United 
power,  yon  will  soon  have  as  many  as  your  trcswiy  can 
sustain,  and  the  funds  which  should  be  appGed  to  the  »• 
tennon  of  their  benefits,  by  laying  down  Mid  constructing 
oUiers,  will  be  exhausted  in  preserving  those  whicli  hive 
been  already  made.    Is  any  forecast  required  to  sec  thxt 
this  course  will  be  destructive  to  the  whole  syrtcm  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  and  that  those  opposed  to  it  viU  (ind 
it  more  effectual  in  checking  »od  finally  krresting  thb 
country  in  her  rapid  strides  to  the  most  prosperous  con- 
<Ution^  than  any  other  lepslalion  Kkely  to  uke  plau  hert? 
The  road  from  Cumberland  to  Wheeling  ia  one  hundred 
and  thir^'  miles  long.    What  will  be  required  for  ittr^ 
pair  when  it  shall  have  reached  Jeflterson  ?  that  i*,  1  beliet-e, 
its  nfttne — the  seat  of  Government  of  Missouri,  howoer,  ii 
the  pljtce  I  mean.  If  I  were  the  enem^,  as  I  am  the  fmnd 
of  internal  iipprovem^nt,  I  would  deau«  no  surer  mode  d 
undenninii^  the  ^ttein— no  more,  ultimately,  and  at  no 
distant  day,  fiitsl  course,  to  be  puraued  in  relation  to  it 
This  policy  is  now  poplar  with  ^  lai^  proportion  of  thu 
nationi  I  mean  when  properly  pursued;  when  the  poTtr 
that  has  been  consecrated  by  tiine,  and  the  opinions  of 
the  fatJiers  of  whatever  is  valuable  in  this  Govenintnt, 
its  history  or  administration,  is  put  forth  for  great  l«df 
ing,  and  nation^  purposes,  and  judiciously  drawn  'iM 
operation  even  for  them.   But  popular  as  Uiis  pobcj^  » 
pursued,  undoubtedly  is  irith  »  majority  o£  those  tj 
whose  au^iority  we  stand  here,  it  piuat,  it  will  soon  cew 
to  be  80  if  fun  ds  are  continually  demapded,  not  u 
construct  rgadg  and  canals,  but  to  preserve  from  niin  u» 
decay  those  which  have  been,  or  those  which  shai! 
been  qude,  at  an  immense  expense  of  treasure,  instead 
of  drawing  the  me«ns  of  suppt^finHnthe  accooiiwdatioi 
wliich  they  afford  the  travpUer.    Already  h)^  Uiis  s)S«» 
of  treasury  depletion  been  pursued  too  &rt  even  imi 
is  the  subject  of  complaint.    What  will  be  the  effect  of 
it,  when  you  rijall  have  conununications  from  north  lo 
south,  and  not  one,  but  many  avenues  from  east  to 
It  will  require  the  revenue  of  the  Government  bej  pnaiH 
necea^^ry  muI  urdi'^iu-y  wauts,  if  dissatis&ction  is  not  cre- 
ated witn,  and  a  consequent  ^baiidunment  does  not  tu^ 
pUce  of  this  wise  and  hi^ierto  popular  Noll'"* 
that  its  enemies  can  do  wiU  half  so  mucn  endansfr  it> 
these  preserving  and  repairing  appropriations,  I  C*" 
upon  Uie  friends  of  internal  imprpvcinent  to  take  Uieff 
stand  nowi  unless  they  wish  to  retard  or  prevent  its  fw- 
ther  progress.    So  long  as  you  Qqntinue  to  grant  tucte 
appropriations  fpr  repair,  so  long  will  the  crectii^n  « 
gates  upon  any  plan  be  declined  or  refused. 

1  have  bepn  informed  by  honorable  gentleman,  vw* 
service  here  has  been  pf  spme  lengtli,  that  repesii^ 
pledges  have  been  given  that  each  of  aeveral  >pj*"P^ 
tioiis  ^ou)d  be  the  last;  and  that  of  the  appropnalHin  « 
one  hundred  tlunuvnd  duUars  granted  on  Ulc^Mt')** 
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Marchj  1839,  it  wu  puticularly  lud  it  should  be  tlie  Ustt 
bid  yet,  within  a  shorter  time  than  one  year,  and  at  tlie 
Tery  next  session  of  CongreM,  ve  are  asked  for  another 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  a  bill  reported  for 
them.  And  here  X  will  ask,  why  has  this  bill,  reported 
■t  tbe  lut  session,  not  been  aoted  on'  Why  hu  it  been 
suffered  to  sleep  upon  tlui  table?  Is  it  because  it  was  too 
weak  to  ataud  alone>  I  do  not  affirm  that  thb  waa  the 
oonsidention  which  governed  those  who  had  it  in  charge; 
but,  nov  uid  forever,  I  protest  against  the  practice  of 
attaidiin^  to  appropriations  that  are  deemed  indispensable, 
propositions  of  «(M  or  doubtful  policy— of  making  a  nu- 
cleus  of  what  almost  all  approve,  to  which  to  append  mea- 
sures that  cannot  sustain  thenuelves.  Are  we  thus  to 
proceed  forever? 

It  ma^  not  be  unias  to  takv  a  retrospect,  and  tee  what 
the  repair  of  this  CiimherUnd  road  has  coat  within  the 
seven  years  prece(tin^  1830.  No  less  a  sum  than  one 
hundred  and  seventy  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  dollars. 


Februaiy  28.  1823, 
March  25,  1836, 
MsKh  3,  1B37, 
March  3,  " 
March  3,  1829, 
May  31,  1830, 


^5,000 

r« 

510 
30,00a 
100.000 
15,000 

$171,259 


And  of  tliis  sum,  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  granted  the 
31sc  day  of  Iftqr,  1830,  beaidestwo  nuUer  sums  previous- 
ly given,  were  extracted  from  us  by  eotmderafions  of 

humanity  for  the  contractor,  whose  expenditure  exceeded 
by  BO  much  the  sum  placed  at  his  disposal.  I  will  here 
remark  that  these  repairs  must  be  mo&t  injudiciously  con- 
ducted, for  Ipresume  the  grant  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  in  1839,  mast  have  been  made  on  some  friendly 
estimate!  and  yet,  after  it  has  been  expended  with  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  more,  we  are  called  on  for  another  sum 
of  like  amount.  How  large  an  cxpencUturp  widiin  to 
short  a  period  1  More  thati  one-tenth  of  what  the  road 
originally  coat,  and  almost  equal  to  one-ftmrth  of  what  it 
should  have  cost,  or  what  ipucb  better  roads  have  been 
since  m^ide  fur;  and  yet  this  work  is  now  in  a  worse  con- 
dition than  that  in  which  it  was  before  one  dollar  was 
expended  in  its  repair,  as  I  hare  learned  from  the  best 
mthority.  It  will  never  be  in  a  better  dtuadon  for  the 
refusal  M  aivappropriation.  The  argument  of  the  neces- 
nty  of  putting  it  m  thorough  repair,  before  you  collect 
tolia  npon  it,  will  be  always  in  your  way.  Let  those  who 
advocate  internal  improvements  connder  how  much  tfiey 
put  the  whole  system  to  hazard  by  such  measures,  and  that 
the  adoption  of  this  amendment  will  be  fostering  and  che- 
rishing this  road,  at  the  expense  of  other  sections  of  the 
country  having  equal  claims  upon  the  notice  of  the  Go- 
vernment liie  foantain  wilt  afford  an  abundant  supply, 
and  the  stream  he  copious-  and  strong,  diffusing  ferbli^ 
and  exuberance  throughout  its  course,  provided  you  main- 
tain its  embankments,  and  preserve  them  so  firm  and  hard 
tliat  the  water  cannot  waste  and  sink  through  fissures,  and 
escape  by  rivulets;  but  if  vour  inattention  suffers  its  di- 
Tcrsion  at  various  points,  itl}ecomes  so  duggish  and  weak 
as  to  be  uneqttal  to  the  purposes  which  it  would  otherwise 
answer.  So  if  the  treasury  is  made  to  bleed  at  every 
pore,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  our  public  works,  the 
funcb  wMoh  nugfat  be  adequate  to  the  eiiibellishnient  and 
irrigation  of  the  country  by  means  of  roads  ^nd  canals, 
will,  perltaps,  be  unequM,  under  any  system  of  expendi- 
ture that  the  public  agents  have  heretofore  adopted,  to 
tlie  repair  of  those  which  have  been  made.  The  sums 
tliat  will  be  asked  for  preservation  would  make  much 
original  improvement,  if  judictoudy  and  economically  zx- 
pended.    It  is  wartliy  of  note,  tliat  the  sum  granted  in 


1829,  and  that  now  asked,  are  severally  larger  than  any 
appropriatioQ  for  the  construction  of  this  road  between 
1806,  when  it  was  first  authorized,  and  1813.  They  are 
as  fulluwa: 

March  39,  1806.      ....  $30,000 

.  February  14,  1810,  ....  -  60,000 
March  3,  1811,  ....  50,000 
May  6,  1813,   30,000 

Kay,  sir,  tliey  are  each  larger  than  the  sum  provided 
by  the  very  bill  to  which  tliis  amendment  is  proposed,  for 
the  continuation  of  this  road  in  Indiana — lai^r  tiian  that 
proposed  for  the  same  purpose  in  Illinois,  and  equal  to  tlie 
sum  named  ibr  Ohio,  west  of  Zanesville,  as  appears  by 
the  following  abstract  of  its  provisions: 

Fur  Indiana,      .      >      •      .      .  $60,000 

For  inimns,   60,000 

West  ofZanesville.     ....  100,000 

Let  us,  then,  at  once,  refuse  this  appropriation,  and  au- 
thorize the  erection  of  gates  to  collect  toll,  for  present 
and  fiiture  repur;  thus  slwll  we  oblige  those  who  use  the 
road  to  preserve  it— economize  fiinda  for  other,  and,  if 
not  equally  Taluable,  certainly  very  valuable  and  de«rable 
improvements,  and  retain  for  the  system  the  strength  and 
support  of  public  opinion.  Is  thib  unjust  to  those  who 
are  specially  interested  in  the  road  or  use  it?  Is  there  any 
other  fadlity  for  travel  or  transportation  in  the  country,  that 
is  not  so  burdened,  and  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  will 
be  required  here?  How  are  your  State  or  corporation 
roads  and  canals  supported?  By  tolls,  which  must  be  so 
liigh  as  not  only  to  preserve  and  repur.  but  to  furnish 
funds  for  tlie  payment  of  dividends  to  stockholders,  or  the 
interest  of  money  borrowed  for  thar  constnicticn.  Here 
all  that  is  required  is  to  repair;  and  a  reasonable  toll  will 
repair  present  dHapidationi^  and  be  equal  to  future  pre- 
servation. To  this  you  must  come;  you  had  better  do  it 
now.  Pursue  the  course  I  advise,  ami,  in  addition  to  the 
other  reasons  that  abundantly  justify  the  step,  you  will  do 
justice  to  the  public  and  private  avenues  to  the  West  that 
come  into  competition  with  this  road.  They  are  compel- 
led to  collect  heavy  tolls,  and  enter  into  a  very  unequal 
struggle  with  tliis  fiivorite.  and  perhaps  deservedly  favor- 
ite structure,  which  so  &r  has  been  free  of  charge. 

Sir,  a  peraistance  in  this  course  will  not  only  paralyze 
and  ultimately  check  improvement  by  United  States'  meiins, 
but  its  tendency  is  to  discourage  private  and  State  efibrt 
for  the  extension  of  tliose  communications  which  add  so 
much  to  the  beauty,  so  much  augment  the  strength,  and 
multiply  the  resources  of  any  counti-y.  Can  corporations 
or  joint  stock  companies  invest  their  moneys  in  enterprisea 
wtuch  must  compete  for  buuness  and  use  with  those  that 
are  regukted  on  the  free  trade  plan?  Can  States  even, 
tn  the  ordinary  contUtion  of  their  revenues,  engage  in  the 
constructing  of  roads  and  canals  without  reckouiiig  upon 
interest  for  the  sums  so  embarked?  And  what  hope  can 
they  have  of  its  receipt,  if  the  United  States  shall  continue 
to  lay  down  as  good,  pei-haps  better,  means  of  iolercourse, 
to  which  resort  can  be  had  without  expense.  Justice, 
then,  to  States,  to  corporate  bodies,  and  to  individual  in- 
terests, calls  upon  you  to  change  your  course^  Shall  jny 
money  be  taken  to  constroot  a  road  that  may  be  worn-out 
free  of  charge,  to  the  destruction  of  an  investment  thut  I 
have  made  elsewhere  under  State  pernus^on?  Uefuse  a 
further  grant  of  mooey;  erect,  or  allow  to  be  erected,  toll 
gates,  and  you  will  thus  ud  the  great  cause  of  internal  im- 
provement,  and  preserve  for  it  Uie  only  foundation  on 
which  it  Can  long  rest — the  favorable  opinion  of  our  coq. 
stituents;  you  will  at  least  not  throw  any  obstacks  in  the 
way  of  enterprise  from  other  quarters,  and  will  act  jubtly 
by  those  exertions  which  have  been  successfully  made 
elsewhere. 

I  agsin  entreat  the  House  to  pause  and  reflect  before 
tills  appropristaon  for  repair  is  granted.  Those  hononr 
ble  geiitleiaen  who  favor  the  improrjiQent  of  the  country 
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may  rest  asiured  that  if  thi«  wasteful  coursft  \»  peineYered 
In,  this  eternal  drain  upon  the  treasury,  it  will  go  further 
and  faster  to  undermine  this  now  brorite  policy,  than  any 
thing  else  vluch  can  be  aud  or  done.  One  hundred  thou- 
aand  dollars  gnrnted  tfie  session  before  the  hst*  on  a  con* 
dition,  at  least  so  understood  by  many,  that  more  would 
not  be  i^n  asked — expended  with  fifteen  tbousand  dol- 
lars more,  paid  by  ua  in  May  last— and  now  we  are,  and 
last  year  were,  importuned  for  another  one  hundred  thoii- 
•and  doUan.  I'his  road,  first  and  last,  has  cost  a  i>rodi- 
gious  sum  of  money,  as  is  shown  by  the  exhibit  submitted . 
The  road  ftvm  Cumberlaiid  to  Wlwel- 

ingcoet,  »1,702,395  63 

Surveys  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 

Illinois,  -.  -  -  -  20,000  00 
Road  in  same  States,  -      .  945.000  00 

  965,000  00 

Bill  of  this  session  provides 
For  Illinois,      -      -      •   60,000  00 
For  Indiana,      -      -      -   60.000  00 
West  of  Zanesrine,    •      -  100,000  00 
Hepain  during  1830,         -       950  00 


230,950  00 


Besides  some  two  or  three  thousand 
dollars  for  further  repairs,  which  lean- 
not  note  particularly,  as  I  have  not  the 
bill  before  me. 

Repairs  nnce  1823,  cast  of  Wheeling, 


93,888,345  6S 


iri,259  00 


13.059,604  63 


Besides  which,  it  is  estimated  that  the  expense  of  it 
contemplated  construction  fVom  Vandalia,  in  lUlnois,  to 
Jefferson,  in  Missouri,  will  be  one  million  of  dollars. 

To  the  appropriations  for  making  roads,  that  are  pro- 
per objects  for  General  Government  effort,  I  go  cheerfully 
fljid  wiinngly,  thot^  I  do  not  always  think  that  the  mo- 
ney  is  prudently  or  economically  expended.  Upon  this 
i^stem  of  repair,  I  will  not  enter  at  all.  For  any  consti- 
tutional metliod  of  raising  toll,  preferring  one  mode  to 
another,  but  preferring  any  to  none,  t  will  vote;  but  I  can- 
not consent  to  wither  a  system  so  exuberant  with  good — 
to  dry  up  a  fountain,  whose  wateri^  if  not  scattered  and 
thrown  upon  the  gi-ound  where  they  cannot  be  gathered, 
are  sufficient  to  refresh  and  invigorate  us  all.  In  one 
word,  I  will  not  aid  this  lavish  expenditure  of  moncj' — 
this  squandering_of  it,Tnight  I  not  say,  upon  single  object, 
to  tiic  exclusion  of  others  rct^uiring,  perhaps  not  m  sn 
great  a  degree,  but  stall  requiring  Inc  assistrince  of  the 
Government.  This  subject  might  be  pursued  at  great 
length,  but  I  hare  too  much  respect  for  tlie  House,  and  I 
will  a^,  too  much  self-respect,  on  this  the  last  bvisiness  day 
of  the  seswon,  to  obtnirle  myself  further  upon  its  notice. 

Mr.  McCREEHY,  of  Penn*[-Ivan'a.  *Md  that  although 
he  would,  under  different  circumstances,  feel  himself 
bound  to  take  notice  of  some  of  the  argumentsof  his  friend 
and  colleague,  [Mr.  Cbawfokd.]  yet  lie  could  assure  the 
House  that  he  aid  not  intend  to  make  a  speech.  He  said 
that  he  would  merely  observe  that,  unless  the  appropria> 
t'on  now  asked  for  be  granted,  the  road  would  ineTitably 
go  to  ruin?  and  the  only  question  to  be  determined  was, 
whether  it  was  the  tnie"  policy  of  tiic  Government  to  grant 
an  appropriation  to  repwr  the  road,  and  adopt  some  mea- 
sure for  its  permanent  preservation,  or  to  abandon  this 
great  national  work,  and  lose  all  that  has  been  heretofore 
expended,  and  thus  deprive  the  people  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  all  the  advantages  contemplated  in  the  construc- 
tion of  this  road.  He  said  he  was  sorry  that  his  collca^e 
had  considered  it  his  duty  to  oppose  this  appropriation. 
He  would  not  sny  that  he  wjtt  influenced  by  anyconmder- 
ations  of  interest  which  he  may  have  is  a  certain  roul  in 


Pennsylvania,  for  he  could  not  beUeve  fliat  any  member 
of  Congress  would  be  actu^d  by  such  selfish  principles! 
yetitwassomcwbatstruigethat  the  only  opposition  m 
PennsylT«nia  came  from  that  quarter.  It  was  not  for  him, 
he  said,  to  give  the  reason;  he  presumed  the  gentleman 
had  one,  saSs&ctory  to  himself.  He  said  bis  colleague  ap- 
peared to  be  in  favor  of  erecting  gates;  but  he  would  ask 
him,  what  would  be  the  use  of  gates  on  a  rood  that  couW 
not  be  travelled?  And  unless  ao  qipropriation  should  be 
now  msde,  that  would  be  tbe  cue  with  tiiis  road  in  a  short 
time.  Those  who  feel  an  immediate  interest  in  the  road 
do  not  abject  to  gates,  and  the  collection  of  so  much  toll 
aa  will  keep  the  road  in  repair  in  future;  but  until  it  is  iir- 
proved,  toil  could  not  be  cdlected,  were  gates  now  on 
the  road.  By  refiiang  the  appropriation,  you  deprive  us 
of  the  only  means  left  of  preserving  the  ro^  in  ftiture. 
He  begged  of  the  House  to  consider  the  ntuation  in  which 
tliis  part  of  the  Cumberland  road  was  phtced ;  it  was  locked 
up  from  the  respective  States,  in  Uie  hands  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government;  so  that"  if  the  States  through  which  it 
passes  were  disposed  to  repair  it,  they  have  not  the  pow  cr. 
All  we  ask  is,  tiut  the  General  Government  put  the  road 
in  such  repair  as  will  justify  the  collection  of  toll,  and  we 
have  no  objection  to  making  the  travel  keep  it  in  repair 
in  future.  He  said  that  he  had  prannsed  that  he  would 
notdetam  the  House  wi A  a  speech;  and  he  would  only 
express  a  hope  tbiU  the  House  would  not  deprive  lb«  pub- 
lic of  thi»  useful  and  important  road,.but  would  grant  the 
small  sum  now  asked  for,  which  was  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  preserve  tbe  road  from  utter  ruin. 

The  amendment  waa  negatived,  and  the  bill  was  report- 
ed to  the  House. 

WapifisniT,  Mabch  2. 

Mr.  POTTER,  from  the  select  committee  on  the  rules 
of  the  House,  reported  a  reBolutjon  directing  the  arrangt*- 
mcnt  and  printing  of  the  existing  rules,  and  the  designa- 
tion of  such  as  clwh  with  each  other.  To  this  Mr.  MER- 
CER proposed  an  amendment,  which  went  to  moctfy  Uie 
operation  of  tlie  previous  question,  so  as  to  enable  it  to  be 
put  without  (as  at  present)  excluding  all  pending  amend- 
ments; but  the  report  and  amendment  were,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  CONDICT,  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  WHITE  proceeded  with  his  speech  on  the  sugar 
bin  till  he  was  arrested  by  the  expiration  of  the  allotted 
hcur,  and  an  additional  half  hour  allowed  by  a  vote  of  the 
House. 

[Mr.  BENCHER  was  opposed  to  the  buspenaon  of  tlie 
rule  at  tliis  late  hour  of  the  session.  There  was  no  possi- 
bility of  legiidatiDg  on  the  subject  at  tiiis  session,  and  the 
only  object  of  discussion  at  this  time  was  to  produce  efft  ct 
elsewhere.  He,  therefore,  hoped,  if  tiie  House  sliouU 
agi-ee  to  suspend  the  rule,  it  would  be  an  indefinite  sus- 
pension for  a  general  discussion,  and  notfor  tlie  accommo- 
dalion  of  any  one  member.  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  been 
very  anxious  to  embark  in  this  debate,  and  should  now  be 
glud  of  an  opportunity  of  replying  to  the  argument  of  Jus 
friend  from  Loui«ana,  if  he  could  do  so  without  setung 
aside,  and  thereby  sacrificing,  important  measures  tlwt 
were  pressing  upon  the  attention  of  the  House.  Tlie  nile 
was  suspended,  however,  and  Mr.  Whitx  concluded  fci 
speech,  lUc  whole  of  which  is  embodied  in  the  prccediiij 
pages.} 

THE  CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 
This  bill  coming  up,  Mr.  IRWIN,  of  Pennsylvania,  re- 
newed the  motion  he  mad-,-  yesterday  in  committee,  toai!d 
a  section  appropriating  one  hundred-  thousand  dollars  for 
the  repair  of  the  road  east  of  Wheeling.  He  supported 
his  motion  by  a  short  speech  explaining  tbe  facta  cf  tbe 
case,  and  adverting  to  the  new  policy  adopted  by  Ohio  and 
Pennsylvania  for  the  preservation  of  the  road  by  the  ereo> 
tion  or  toll  gates. 
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The  unendmeotwM  again  onpoaedbyMr.CKAWFORD 
Mr.  LETCHER  explained  in  reply—4>riefl]r  urging 
that,  unless  the  road  was  to  be  abandoned,  the  atnendmciit 
must  prevail.  The  same  grmind  was  taken  by  Ur.  Mc- 
CREERY,  to  whom  Mr.  DENNY  repUedi  when  the 
wendmont  was  rejected— yeas  53,  nays  94. 

Hr.  PETTIS'S  amendment,  proposing  ttO,000  furex- 
tending  the  road  west  of  Vandalia,  shared  tlie  same  fate; 
as  did  another  offered  by  Mr.  I>UNCAN,  propowng 
$5,000  for  a  difierenl  route  in  the  same  quarter,  by  the 
intervention  of  the  prcnoua  quotion,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
POLK. 

Tlic  bill  was  then  ordered  to  atturd  reading — ^yeas  78, 
nayv  67i  and  was  subsequently  passed  by  yeas  and  nays — 
ytaa  89,  nays  66. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  VERPLANCK,  the  House  s^ed  to 
the  request  of  the  Senate  for  a  conference  on  the  general 
appropriation  biUi  and  Uessrs.  Vkbpuitck,  Whitk,  of 
New  York,  SriNcxs,  of  New  Yo-k,  Waxvb,  and  DRi.T- 
Tosr,  were  appointed  a  ctonmittee  on  the  part  of  the  Ilouse. 

CHOCTAW  TREATY. 

The  military  i^proptiatjon  bifl  was  next  eonudered  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Hr.  Coxdict  in  the  chair. 

The  amendment  which  went  to  appn^nate  $80,000  for 
the  expenses  of  the  Choctaw  treaty,  put  of  the  treasury, 
and  not  out  of  the  sum  of  $500,(K)0  apfffopriated  by  the 
Indian  bill     last  year,  being  read, 

Mr.  BELL  expluned,  and  strcnnouiijr  adrocated  Uie 
amendment,  answering  several  queries  ofw.  Vistoh,  in 
relation  to  the  expenditure  of  part  of  the  appropriation  of 
last  year. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  opposed  the  amendment,  muting 
that  the  $500,000  of  last  year  was  intended  to  cover  the 
expenses  included  in  this  sum. 

Hr.  STOKltS  took  similar  ground,  and  quoted  the  In- 
dian bill  in  support  of  his  position,  comparing  the  treat, 
ment  uf  the  House  by  the  ExecaliTe  to  the  ctuld's  play  of 
*■  shut  your  eyes  and  open  your  mouth." 

>lr.  POLK,  replied,  contending  that  the  House  bad 
abundajit  light,  and  inusting  that  the  objects  of  this  ap- 
propriation never  were  contemplated  when  the  $500,000 
were  granted  by  the  bill  of  last  year. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  further  quoted  the  law,  and  sr. 
gued  to  show  that  the  objects  now  proposed  might  be 
paid  for  out  of  the  sum  in  that  taw;  and  whether  or  not, 
the  House  might  now  so  direct. 

Mr.  BURGEB  earneiUy  argued  m  dia  Kune  »de. 

Mr.  WICKLIFPE  advised  that  do  reply  be  made,  as  the 
speeches  would  avail  nothing,  save  forpmitical  effect 

Mr.  BELL  replied,  insisting  on  the  distinct  character 
of  the  objects  now  a^ed  fur;  arguing,  with  great  warmth, 
to  »how  that  the  President  would  have  violated  the  act  of 
last  sesaioo  if  he  had  applied  the  money  then  given  him  to 
the  object!  of  education,  &niung  utensils,  rines^  council 
houses,  &C.  comprised  in  the  present  appropriation,  and 
then  the  gentletun  would  liave  taken  opposite  ground, 
and  cried  out  autocracy,  &c.,  and  repelling  the  ideas  sug- 
gemed  by  Hr.  Boassa,  that  the  fund  in  the  hands  of  the 
President  was  to  be  reserved  as  a  treasure  for  bribery. 

Mr.  8TORRS  replied,  and  expluned. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  remoostratedagainsttbeconsump' 
tion  of  time  in  tliis  debate. 

Mr.  WILDE  demanded  the  qaeation,  and  threatened 
»  full  discuaMon  should  the  debate  be  further  punocd. 

The  question  wa«  taken  accordtn^y,  and  decided  in  the 
aifirmatire — ^ycaa  93 1  to  the  House  concurred*  and  the 
clause  was  vtricken  out  which  takes  the  fB(^0(W  out  of  the 
$500,000  of  hut  yev. 

F0RTIFICATT0N8. 
The  nextbiUeonaderedinCainiiutteeof  theWbidewaa 
that  ior  ibrtifications.   The  SenaU's  aBwndmentt  which 


gives  $300,000  instead  of  $100,000  towards  arming  the 
forts,  was  advocated  by  Hp  DRAYTON. 

Mr.  YANCEY  opposed  the  amendment,  as  did  yte. 
REED,  on  the  ground  that  the  contracts  were  unfavora- 
ble, and  tbe  ordnance  might  be  furnished  thirty  per  cent, 
cheapert  and  Mr.  TUCKER,  on  constitutional  grounds. 
Mr.  WILL!AH9inqotredifdiecontnu;ts  were  advertised 
for.  Mr.  REED  stated  there  was  a  monopoty.  Mr. 
DRAYTON  dissented  from  this  statement;  when,  tite 
question  beit^  taken,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

I'he  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bills.  On 
concurring  with  the  committee  on  the  disputed  amend" 
ments  to  the  IntUan  appropriation  bill,  Hr.  ELLS- 
WORTH demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which,  being  ot- 
dered,  stood— yeas  92,  nays  72. 

So  the  House  concurred,  and  the  cUuse  was  stricken  out 

Mr.  VERPLANCK,  from  the  committee  of  conference,' 
reported  a  unanimous  ag^ement  of  that  committee  in  ' 
U»e  following  compromise:  to  strike  out  all  the  specifica. 
tions  of  itcnis  of  expense  of  the  negotiation  with  tne  Otto- 
man Porte,  and  iiuerthig  the  following  in  lieu  tliereof: 
**  For  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse,  in 
addition  fb  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  herrin- 
ufler  appropriated,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars.'* 
Tills  report  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  House  then  acyouraed  to  half  past  i£x  o'clock' 
this  evening. 

XTWnVa  BKS8IOX. 

TRADE  TO  DAKISII  ISLAISDS. 

Mr.  CAMORELENG,  Irom  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  message  from  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States^  transmitting  tlic  correspond- 
ence between  the  Danish  minister  and  the  Secretary  of 
State,  concerning  tbe  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  the  isluid  of  St  Cnux,  made  the  following  re- 
port; which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table: 

"The  Colnmittee  on  Commerce,  to  which  was  referred 
the  correspondence  between  the  Danish  minister  and  tbe 
Secretary  of  State,  coucernlng  the  commerce  of  tlw  Unit- 
ed States  with  the  island  of  St  Cnux,  make  the  fbllowuig 
report; 

'*  The  Danish  minister  represents  that  the  produce  and 
nianufacUires  of  the  United  States  have  been  uniformly 
admitted  into  the  island  of  8t  Croix,  without  duty,  or  at 
very  moderate  rates,  and  that  the  vessels  of  other  coun- 
tries have  been  excluded.  Tbe  navigatim  of  the  Uiutcd 
States  has  been  permitted  by  Denmark  to  eiqoy  the  almost 
entire  monopoly  of  her  colonial  commerce.  While  thkt 
Government  has  extended  to  us  these  advantages,  tbe 
Danish  minister  complains  that  we  have  augmented  our 
duties  upon  the  produce  of  the  island  of  St.  Crmx,  so 
much  as  to  render  it  imp08s;ble  for  the  planter  to  pay  for 
his  supplies;  and  that  unless  some  change  should  be  made, 
the  commerce  of  that  island  must,  of  necessity,  be  dMrcn 
into  some  other  channel. 

"  Tbe  committee  have  also  before  them  a  memorial 
American  citizens,  interested  directly  and  inthrectly  \n 
the  plantations  of  St.  Crwx,  sustaining  the  representation 
of  the  Danish  minister.  To  revive  tbis  branch  of  com- 
merce, the  minister  proposed  cert«n  commercial  arrange- 
ments, which  were  dechned  by  the  Prettdent,  as  they  were 
founded  upon  eonccsuons  of  sn  ezcluiive  character.  At 
the  request  of  the  minister,  tbe  correspondence  was  refer. 
red  to  CoDgresB. 

**  The  foUowing  proposals  were  oflered  by  Denmark : 

1.  <'  lliat,  in  the  intercourse  of  tbe  island  tit  St.  Croix 
with  foreign  countries  beyond  tbe  West  Indian  seas,  no  fo- 
reign ships  but  those  of  the  United  States  sludl  be  admitted 
to  an  entry  at  the  customJiouses  of  the  islsnd,  nor  suffered 
to  export  produce  thencet  (tike  whole  trade  of  tbe  ishnd 
will  thus  be  resenred  to  tte  Damrii  and  American  flags.) 

2.  **ThatIixUaii  ctm  and  Indian  com  meal,  imputed 
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into  the  istand  of  St.  Croix  fixini  the  United  Stfttei^  ihall 
be  aut^ect  to  no  duty  vhateverf  (tluf  article  amounta  to 
nearly  twenty  tfaounnd  puncheons  annually;)  and 

S.  "  That  ail  other  articles,  without  any  limitation 
whatever,  shall  be  allowed  to  be  imported  into  the  island 
of  St.  Croix  from  the  United  States,  subject  to  such  duties 
only  as  by  this  arrangement  shall  be  agreed  upon,  and 
wliich  shall  not  exceed  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  cer- 
tain u-Ucles,  considered  necessaries,  or  of  general  use  and 
cons\imption,  as  flour,  salted  provisona  of  any  kind,  but- 
ter, cheese,  tallow,  candles,  fish  oil,  cnl  of  turpentine, 
live  stock,  and  horses,  staves,  hoops,  beadii^s,  shingles, 
boards  and  deals  of  all  descriptions,  and  all  sorts  ofmanu- 
Cictured  goods  of  tlie  coarser  kind,  whether  made  from 
wood,  metals,  woc^  or  cotton,  and  not  exceeding  ten  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  other  articles  coming  more  pro- 
perly under  the  denomination  of  luxuries,  as  furnitures, 
camaeea,  gigs,  &c. 

**  llie  concessions  were,  howerer,  proposed  only  upon 
comlitton  that  the  United  States  would  also  concede  ex- 
clusive advantages  to  the  conunerce  and  navigation  of  St. 
Croix,  including  a  provision  that  the  produce  of  that  Island 
should  be  admitted  into  this  country  at  lower  rates  of  duty 
than  might  be  levied  upon  similar  productions  of  other 
countries. 

"  The  friendly  policy  of  Denmark,  and  the  recent 
manifestation  of  her  justice  towards  this  country,  should 
recommend  any  proportion  of  hers  to  our  most  fiivorable 
cKnsideration.  But  with  every  dispoation  to  receive  these 
proposals  in  a  spirit  of  mutual  liberality,  the  committee 
discover  too  many  and  substantial  objections  to  any  ar- 
rangement of  tlie  character  proposed.  It  has  always  been 
our  wise  policy  to  ofier  equal  commerdal  advantages  to 
all  nations,  and  to  entangle  ouraelvea-with  no  embarrass- 
ing anungements  with  any  countiyi  granting  privileges 
denied  to  other  countries,  and  estabUshing  diicrumnating 
duties  in  favor  of  the  productions  of  particular  nations, 
which  are  not  offered  to  all.  The  committee  deem  it  im- 
politic to  enter  into  any  exclusive  arrangements,  even 
were  they  not  restrained  from  recommending  any  such 
measure,  by  our  obli^tions  to  othernationa.  Our  duties 
on  the  productions  of^t.  Ctwl  are  undoubtedly  too  high  to 
admit  of  a  mutually  prditable  exdiange  in  our  commerce 
with  that  island.  We  may,  however,  indul^^  the  hope 
that  some  modification  of  our  imposts  may  fallow  Uie  re- 
demption of  our  public  debt,  which  will  be  more  fevorable 
to  the  productions  of  an  island  which,  from  its  vicinity  to 
our  continent,  may  be  almost  considered  a  commercial  ap- 
pendage of  the  United  States.  But  whatever  measure  we 
may  adopt,  should  be  of  a  general  character,  operating 
with  a  just  equality  on  our  commerce  with  all  nations. 
The  committee,  therefinr,  asfc  to  be  ^seliatved  from  the 
further  oonnderation  of  the  cwrespondence." 

IMPOHTERS  OF  SALT. 
The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
from  die  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  luppleinentaty  to  the 
act  to  reduce  the  duly  on  salt,"  when  a  motion  wai  made 
by  Mr.  UcDUFFIE  to  strike  out  the  second  and  thifd 
sections  of  the  said  bill)  which  motion  be  aubaequentiy 
withdrew. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  UILLER  to  amend 
Ute  said  bill,  by  inserting,  in  the  second  section  thereof, 
these  words:  *'  And  which  still  remains  unsold  by  the  im- 
porter or  importers  thereoft"  so  as  that  salt  which  has 
been  put  into  eustom-bouae  atorei,  undtf  the  bond  of  the 
importer,  and  remained  under  the  control  of  oflicen  of 
the  customs  on  the  Sist  December,  1830,  and  which  atiD 
remains  unsold  by  the  importer  or  importeta  thereof, 
shall  be  subject  to  no  higher  du^  than  if  the  same  were 
imported  after  the  Slat  December,  1830. 

And,  after  debate  on  this  amendment,  it  was. 

On  motion  of  l|r.  WHllTLESBY, 


(hdtrtd,  "ntat  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  tiie  uble. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  conrideration  of  the  bUl 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  *■  An  act  aupplementaiy  to  an 
act  granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  acttlcrs  on  the 
pubue  lamu,  approved  the  39th  day  of  May,  1830;"  and, 
afler  debate  on  an  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  I^nds,  it  was, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUNT, 

Ordertdt  That  thesMd  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Subscqiuntiy  Mr.  HUNT  moved  to  reconsider  this  or- 
der; which  motion  to  reconAlerwas  alsolaidanfhe  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  '*-An  aet  supplementaiy  to  the 
several  laws  for  the  sale  of  the  public  unds;**  and*  aAer 
debate  on  the  sud  bill,  it  was. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS, 

Ordertdt  That  the  sud  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Several  other  billa  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  maxij 
others  passed  and  ^qioaed  of  in  different  ways. 

8USPENSI0K  OF  RULE. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON,  from  the  Joint  CommiUce  on  En- 
rolled Bills,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Beioked  bv  tie  SmaU  and  Hmue  of  S^reaaiiativrf, 
That  the  17ui  j«nt  rule  of  the  two  Houses  winch  de> 
dares  that  *'nobjll'oFreBolution  tluttaliall  have  paa^ed 
the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Prcndentof  the  United  Stat.^  fbrhisap> 
probation  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,"  be  suspended. 

The  SPEAKER  (Mr.  HcDctvik  at  this  time  officiating) 
decided  tiiat  under  the  rules  of  the  House  it  was  not  m 
order  for  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  to  mrkt  report 
at  thu  period  of  the  day  of  any  matter,  except  the  exami- 
nation and  preaentrticm  at  enrolled  bills. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  appealed  from  this  dediion,  on 
the  ground  that,  by  the  105th  rule  of  the  House,  it  b  de- 
clared that  *<it  shall  be  in  order  for  the  Cuomittee  on 
Enrolled  Bills  to  report  at  any  time." 

And  the  question  was  put,  without  debate,  on  the  ap- 
peal, when  the  Stxaksii's  decision  was  affirmed. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  tutt  to  regulate 
the  foreign  and  coastingtrade  on  the  Ntnthem  and  North- 
western frontiers  tho  Umted  States,  was  read,  and 
adopts.  ' 

[  The  amendment  of  the  Senate  extends  the  provinooa 
of  the  bill  to  the  trade  cm  the  Nortbeaaton  frontier  of  the 
United  States.]  , 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  hdrs  and  representatives 
of  Thomas  WorthiMton  came  upt  and  upon  this  bill  a 
long  and  anhnated  detutte  arose.  It  waa  principally  op- 
posed  by  Hr.  ELLSWORTH,  of  Connecticut,  and  advo- 
cated by  Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Oeorgia. 

It  was  finally  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  by  yeas 
and  nays — yeas  SS,  nays  53. 

The  bill  was  then,  accordingly,  rr.-\d  tbe  third  time,  and 
ttie  question  was  sUted  from  the  Cbiur,  that  it  do  pass. 

Upon  tliis  question  the  debate  was  agwn  renewed  with 
great  eamestncas,  between  Mr.  ELLSWORTH  and  Mr. 
FOSTER.  Mr.  CREIGHTON  also  earnestly  advocated 
(he  bill.  It  was  opposed  also  by  Mr.  WICKUFFE  and 
Mr.  CHILTON,  the  latter  of  whom  moved  that  the  bill  be 
laid  on  the  tablet  which  motion  was  lost — yeas  52,  nays  57. 

The  debate  was  again  resumed;  during  the  course  of 
which  it  was  suggested  that  a  quorum  was  not  present. 

And  then,  oa  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENt>,  a  call  of 
ttM  House  waa  ordercdi  and  the  roll'lianitg  been  csllet^ 
one  hundred  and  thirteen  members  answered  to  thdr 
names,  which  being  more  than  a  quorum,  fiirther  pto* 
eeedinga  in  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

And  some  gentieman  having  aotiounced  dtat  the  Senate 
had  adjoiimcd, 

Tlie  House  then  also  aiyoumcd  at  half  pant  three 
o'dock  in  the  right,  between  the  3d  and  3d  of  Mtfch. 
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TaouDAT)  Uaboh  3. 
After  sundry  reports, 

Hr.  DWIGHT  moved  the  fbHowing  resolution,  v'a. 

Beaohedy  That  the  17th  joiTit  rule  be  suspended,  vitfi 
the  cM>ncurrence  of  the  Senate,  so  ftr  u  to  ulor  the  bills 
of  this  House,  vhich  vere  pa98ed  or  acted  upon  yester- 
day, as  also  the  bill  making  appropriations  lor  building 
Ughthousea,  lightboati,  beuons,  momimente,  snd  niac- 
in? buoys,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Perds  Lovely,  ana  the 
bin  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  repre- 
sentatives of  Thomas  Worthinglon,  deceased,  to  be  finally 
acted  upon;  and  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

This  resolution  was  read,  when  a  message  vas  received 
from  the  Senate,  notifying  the  House  of  the  passage  by 
the  Senate  of  a  resolution  of  nmilar  import,  and  asking 
concurrence. 

The  resolulioa  viLS  tiienread*  andconeurredinhjrdie 
House. 

And  then  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
entitled  *'  An  act  maUng  appropriations  iiv  building  light- 
honsrs,  lightboat^  beacon^  monamenta,  and  for  placing 
buo}-3;"  and 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
**  An  act  foe  the  relief  of  Percia  Lovely,"  were  read,  and, 
being  considered  in  Comnuttee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  POLE,  that  the  rule  of  the 
House  which  allots  one  hotir  for  the  making  reports  and 
the  presentation  of  resolutions,  be  suspended  lor  the  re- 
mainder of  the  sesnon. 

And  the  question  being  put,  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers present  did  not  vote  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  therefore  deaded  in  the  negative. 

THANKS  TO  THE  SPEAKER. 

Mr.  CAUSON  rose  CMr.  McDDmi  temprawly  occu- 
pying the  chair^  and  said,  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
of  the  twenty-nrst  Congress  had  met  for  tne  last  timet 
and  when  we  separate  to-day,  sud  be,  many  of  us  will 
have  parted  to  meet  no  more  forever.  My  heart  admon- 
ishes me  tbnt  this  is  a  fit  occanon  for  us  to  offer  up  all  our 
animosities  upon  the  altar  of  peace,  kindness,  and  good 
will.  In  riung,  sir,  to  perform  a  last  act  of  legiiilativc  duty 
.  upon  this  occanon,  I  do  it  the  more  willingly,  and  with  the 
more  pleasure,  because,  while  it  u  ui  act  of  justice,  it  is 
an  act  of  friendship. 

I  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  resolution,  which 
X  hope  will  be  unanimously  received  and  adopted: 

Raolvfd,  That  the  thanics  of  this  House  be  presented 
to  the  honorable  Ambrew  Stevmtsoit,  Speaker,  for  the 
<Ugnity,  impartiality,  promptitude,  and  abdity,  with  which 
he  has  diacbarged  the  duties  of  the  chair  danog  the  pre- 
sent session. 

RAISING  OF  SILK. 

Mr.  SPEXCER,  from  the  Committee  on  Agriculture, 
to  which  was  referred  a  letter  to  the  Speaker  from  Count 
Fontaniellere,  of  Paris,  accompanied  with  a  translation  of 
s  treatise  bv  Count  Dondalo,  on  the  art  of  cultivating  the 
mulberry,  by  Count  Vevu,  and  also  observations  by  Count 
Fontaniellere  on  two  (Afferent  varieties  of  mulberries,  by 
leave  of  the  House  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Beaolvedf  That  the  Speaker  be  requested  to  answer,  in 
behalf  of  the  House,  the  aforesud  letter,  and  to  express 
the  acknowledgmf  ats  of  the  House  for  this  manifestation 
of  the  interest  taken  by  distinguished  foreigners  in  the 
welfare  and  prosperitvpf  the  United  States  and  that  the 
said  books  be  placed  In  the  public  Uhtuy* 

The  said  resolution  was  read. 

And  on  the  question.  Will  the  House  thereto? 

It  passed  in  tiie  affirmallTe. 
Vol.  mr-M 


SUPPRESSION  OF  THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  MEItCERmovedtosuspendAerul^toeAUelum 
to  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Setohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  renew  and  to  prosecute  from  time  to  time 
such  negotiation!  with  the  several  maritime  Powers  of 
Europe  and  America,  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  for  the 
effectual  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trad;,  and  its  ulti- 
mate denunciation,  as  piracy,  under  the  law  of  natioivs,  by 
the  consent  of  the  civilized  world. 

And  on  the  question  shall  the  rule  be  suspended. 

It  passed  in  the  aJfinnative-^-eas  108,  nays  36. 

The  said  rcK^ution  wis  then  reoured;  and,  after  debato 
thereon. 

The  previous  question  wa8moTed<by  Hr.  POLKi  and 
being  demanded  by  a  majority  of  the  members  present. 
The  said  prenous  question  was  put,  viz.  Shall  the 

main  question  be  now  put? 
And  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  mun  question  was  tiien  put,  viz.  WiB  the  House 
agree  to  the  said  resolution? 
And  passed  in  the  affirmatfve,  as  follows: 
YEAS. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Angel,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Barber,  Barringer,  Bates,  fieekman,  Bockee,  Borst, 
Brodhead,  Burgea^  Butman,  Cahoon,  Campbell,  Childly 
Condict,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowles,  Craig,  Crane,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Crocheron,  Crowninshield,  Davenport, 
John  Davis,  Denny,  De  Witt,  Dickinson,  Draper,  Dray- 
ton, Dwight,  Eager,  Earll,  Ellsworth,  Geoi^e  Evans, 
Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Findlay,  Finch,  Fry, 
Gilmore,  Grennell,  Halsey,  Hammons,  Harvey,  Hawkins, 
Hemphill,  Hod^^  Holknd,  Hoffman,  Howard,  Hubbard, 
Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  Thomas  Irwin,  Jarvis,  Johns,  R. 
M.  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kincaid,  FerUns  King,  Adam  iCng, 
Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Leiper,  Letcher,  Lyon,  Magee,  Mar- 
tindale,  McCreery,  McDufRe,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell, 
Muhlenberg,  Pearcc,  Pettis,  Ramsey,  Reed,  Richardson, 
Rose,  Scott,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Semmes,  Sill,  Smith,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Richard  Spen- 
cer, Stanbery,  Sterigere,  William  L.  Storrs,  Strong,  Su- 
therland, Swift,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Test,  John  Thomson, 
Tracy,  Tucker,  Vance,  Varnum,  Verplanck,  "Vinton, 
Washington,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  C  P.  White,  Edward 
D.  White,  Williams,  Wdson,  Young— 118. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Barbour,  Barnwell,  James 
Blair,  Boul<£n,  Carson,  Daniel,  W.  R.  Davis,  liesHai, 
Dudley,  Foster,  Gaitber,  Hall,  Haynes,  Hinds,  C.  John- 
son, X<amar,  Lea,  LoyaJl,  NuckoUs,  Overton,  Fatten, 
Polk,  Potter,  Bencher,  Roane,  Speight,  Wileiy  Thomp- 
son, Trezvant,  WickKffe,  Wilde,  Tanc^.— 32. 
So  the  resolve  was  s^ced  to. 

The  House  then  i^ain  resumed  the  oonsderation  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  and  executors  of  Thomas  Wortlungton,  deceasedt" 
and  after  a  warm  and  animated  discus^on,  in  which  Mr. 
FOSTER,  of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  ELLSWORTH,  of  Con- 
necticut, bcre  the  principal  part  for  and  agwnst  the  bill. 

The  question  was  pu^  ShaU  tile  Inlt  pan?  and  was  de* 
cided  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  msde  by,  Mr.  SPENCER,  of  New  Torl^ 
that  the  rule  be  suspended,  to  enable  him  to  subnut  a  re- 
solution Withorising  a  renewal  of  the  .subseripttMi  to 
Gales  and  Seaton'i  Rej^ster  of  Debates. 

TREATY  WITH  AUSTRIA. 
A  message,  in  writing,  was  received  fhrn  tlie  President 
of  tiie  United  Statei^  by  Mr.  Donelwm,  his  private  Secre- 
tary, -nz. 

7h  the  Hmm  of  B^rmntatim  of  tketMitedSMete 

I  communicate  to  Congress  a  trea;^  of  commerce  wad 
navigation  between  the  United  States  and  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  eonriuded  in  tins  ci^  on  the  38th  MsMb,  183% 
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Ae  ntiScMlioM  ttf  vhmk  wen 

ASXDBEW  iACKBOH. 
Wamowm,  JM  3, 1831. 

The  meaMgewu  laid  oo  the  table. 
The  Ud  befim  ttte  Uooae  audijr  caam- 

^catioH  from  die  Exect^e  Deputeeoto. 
ADd  lbe%  beiwlulf  pMtlbfM  o*cloek  p.  M, 
Hn  Bouw  touc  a  z«eea  wlil  ax  oPdoek  p.  M. 


The  Houie  renmediti  ■enioo. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DW1GUT, 

Basked,  Tbt±  a  ooaunhtee  be  appointed  on  ^  pert  of 
tiufHooa^  to  be  joined  Wndtcomnuttee  as  majr  be  ap- 
pomted  bj  the  Semtc^  {d  wahon  PfcadeBtof  me 
uailcd  Statea^  and  to  notiiy  lum  tfaa^  nakv  be  any  hnve 
ftirther  eommmiieationa  to  mak^  1lb»  ttn  Hooaea  m  Cen- 
greait  bwfeg  completed  the  baaineaa  before  tbem,  are 
tntfy  to  daaetbepreaent  aente     a*  •^oonsBenL 

Mr.  Dwian  and  Mr.  Ro^n  were  i^painted  of  tbe 
wtid  oomnuttee  on  the  part  <^  thia  Honae.    Soon  after, 

Mr.  DWIGBT,  from  the  aud  ioint  comnuttee,  repotted 
that  die  ooBnultee  bad,  according  to  order,  waited  on 
tba  Frewdent,  and  made  tike  commankation  to  himf  and 
tinttbaPrcrideaitaiiiwand  ihatheMno  fivtfwr  eom- 

MUMilMiv  to  Mte  to  tfdMr  Horn  of  Coagroa* 
nwMtben 

Mend,  llKtanieaMgebeaenttoAeBenatetoDotiiy 
that  body  that  thia  Houae,  baring  ocoipleted  tbe  buutCM 
befere  ia  now  readur  to  cloae  tbe  loeaent  aeaton  1^  an 
a^Uouniinent,  and  tfmt  die  Clerk  do  go  witti  Mid  meaaage. 

Thr  T'lrrkhaTiiig  ilfliinrfil  aaiil  mrawtr,  ■iiiT  hiiiij  ii* 
tnmei^  a  mcMwe  waa  recwred  from  die  Senate  by  Mr. 
Lowrie,  their  SEaetelMy,  noticing  tfie  Boom  Aat  the 
Smat^  haviiw  coaq^leted  the  kgialattre  buvMa  bcfivc 

ia  now  rea^jr  to  doie  tte  praent  iMiion  of  Congrcaa 
by  an  adjoumnaBL 

Thereupon* 

The  8FEAKEH  rott  ftw  Ui  chnr,  and  addroMd  the 
Houae  aa  foBowa: 

'  OssTLEMBM:  Iree^rewidiaenlnnentaof  profoDndre- 
ipectandgratoftilfeclingthereaewedexpreaBonc^  Tonr 
mnvbation  and  Anfidence  in  wj  adniii^atratkm  of  the 
ardnoQa  dotiea  of  thia  high  offioei  The  character  and 
imNraf  tbiaHowei  tba  rank  which  It  boUa  hi  (be  qrca 
oftht  woridi  the  deap  and  abifiiv  eonfidanoa  of  tba 


nation  in  tte  iataSganoe,  iMae^  and  patriotnm  of  ita 
Bepreaentatlytj,  Maat  ever  mder  tiia  approbatvia  or 
oeamreof  diiaHauaeatoatteraf  nofsdinarriniportanGe 
to  Uioae  who  611  bigfa  placea  of  pohbc  truat  and  confidence. 
Thia  atalioI^  joathr  eatecmed  ammir  the  fizit  in  Aatinctioa 
and  honor,  ua  uwaya  been  regaraed  not  only  aa  one  of 
elerated  character,  butof  aevere  reqxHiability  and  labor, 
and  of  extreme  deficac^'.  In  ducbarging  ita  arduouaaad 
mihi&rioiu  dutiea,  bo  man  can  hope  to  n«e  himaelf  froei 
error,  or  to  f^rc  unqualified  or  onireml  aatiAction,  In 
times,  erea,  of  proMoodtraaquilli^  and  repooe,  to  pkaae 
creiy  one  cannot,  and  oogfat  not  to  be  expected.  Amid 
die  Btonnaof  poKtical and  party  exdtementa,  it  woiddbe 
idle  and  Tun  to  expect  it.  Ify  path  here  for  the  bat  ftnr 
years  haa  not  been  BtKwed  with  naea-  IhaTcbad,  aa^ 
well  know,  my  fiill  abare  of  reqwnaibiGtT,  embarrUHnen^ 
and  toiL  I  ean  aay,  howerer,  with  taruni,  that  1  bare  ea- 
deaToredtomeetyoBTcneetatians  by  axealouaderotiaai 
of  invtiiDe,andcTenniyoealtlutoyoaraenMe,andby» 
Udkfal  and  indrpadent  diacharge  of  p«Afic  ^oy. 
Hh^  geademen,  waa  all  ^atl  pronused  wbea  X  recetred 
tUal^fa  appointment  at  your  handi;  and  in  laying  it  down 
I  fed  a  proud  omacioiuneaa  that  I  have  redeemed  my 
pledget  and  if  tbe  tmat  haa  not  been  ably,  it  bM,  at  lea4^ 
been  honestly  discharged.  Doting  tbe  entire  period  of 
aerrice,  and  under  all  the  agitationa  of  the  dme%  it  baa 
beoi  my  peculiar  good  fwtune  and  pleaaure  to  receiTc, 
in  an  almoat  unexampled  manner,  the  kindne«  and  sup- 
port of  the  menheii  of  lliia  Honaet  and  in  proof  of  iti 
may  be  p^n^tted  to  lonai^  I  hope  without  vaiuty,  tfiak 
in  all  the  nnmeroua  and  important  dednma  wiudk  1  have 
been  called  upon  to  pronounce  from  this  chair,  but  ooa 
baa  ever  been  reretaed  by  the  judgment  of  the  Houses 
and  that  under  drcunutancca  iriuch  ean  cauae  me  no  re- 
gret Can  I,  dien,  feel  odierwiae  than  gratified  and  flat- 
tered, dieered  and  conacded,  hjr  thia  renewed  and  diMiiH 
gnirited  eridenoe  of  yonr  omfidence  and  &TCr>  I  receive 
it,gendeBra,iadie^iiMtinwiuehithaa  been  offered;! 
dKiidk  it  in  my  heart.  It  b  tbe  IMiest  and  dw  cnty  re- 
ward that  I  either  aoogbt  or  cnect^ ;  and  I  riiall  cbcmh  it 
throoefa  life  widi  feehngi  of  toe  Repeat  req>ec^  and  tba 
moatdiectionategrmtitiide.  God  grant  dtatytrama^kag 
Ere  to  aerre  and  benefit  your  country,  and  enjoy  itaoa- 
dinUniabed  eonfidencei  and,  in  bidding  you  an  afiectkn. 
ate;,  and,  pohapa,  laat  ftrcweD,  accc^  I  ^^^^  ^ 


cordial  and  beat  wiriiea  for  your  iufindoal 
peti^(  and  hupfawM. 
.  Ha  ihcBdeBgediho  Howe  to  be  adjourned  iftirtfr 
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TWENTT-FIRST  rfliNORESS— Secokd  Skssioit. 


MAST  OF  MEMBF.RS  OF  THE  SENATF.  AND  HOUSE  OF  REPRE9ENTATIYES  OF  THE  tJ.  STATfcfl. 


SKNATE. 

MAINE.— John  Holmes,  Vcltg  Spnjpie. 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE.— Sftmiiel  Bell,  I.er'i  Woodbury. 
MASSACIIUSEl-TS.— NathsnicI  Sili»bee,Dan'l  Webster. 
CONNEC  riCUT.— Samuel  A.  Foot,  C»lvin  Willey. 
BIIOOR  iSL\ND.— Nehemisb  il.Knifrbt,AslierR»bbina. 
VERMONT.— nuiUey  Chwr,  nnntio  Beymoun 
NEW  YORK— NMli«n  SaiifonI,  Olwrlc*  E.  Diiilley. 
NEW  JERSEY— Theodore  FrelH^uysel^M>llloll  Dicfc. 
«r9on. 

PENNSYLVANIA.— Wiiri«m  Mark%  Isaac  D-  ftuniard. 
DKLAWAUE.— Jokn  U.  CUytnn.  Arnold  Nandiin. 
MARYLAND.- Samuel  Smilln  Ezekiel  Chamber«. 
VIRGINIA.— L.  W.  Tuewell,  John  l^ler. 
NOIiTH  CAROLINA — Junei  Iredell,  Dedfbnl  Brown. 
SOUTH  CAROLINA— Willitm  Simth,  Robert  Y.  Ilaync. 
f.EOROIA — George  H.  'I'roup,  John  Funyth. 
KENTUCKY— John  Rowan,  Ge(»^  M.UiU). 
TENNESSEE.— Hugh  L.  White,  Felix  (irundy. 
OHIO. — Ucnjamiii  Rugglea,  Jacob  Burnet. 

LOUISIANA  Jovali  S.  JdiMton,  Edward  LiviMgitim. 

INDIANA.— WilUam  Hendrickii  Jame*  Noble. 
MISSISSIPPI.— Powhatan  Ellis,  Geonfe  Fmndextcr. 
ILLINOIS.— Elias  K.  K»ne,  David  J.  Baker. 
ALABAMA.'— J(dm  M'Kii^y,  WilKam  K.  King. 
MISSOURI.— DMrid  Barton,  Thomaa  U.  Beuton. 


UOUSE  OF  BEl»RESENTATIVES. 

MAINE  John  An^emn,  Samuel  Butanan,  «eor|« 

Evana,  Hufii*  Ulntire.  Comeliut  ■  lltdland,  Joaeph  P. 
Wingate,  Leonartl  Jarvis. 

NEW  H  AMFSHIRE— Jolin  Bnxlhead,  Thomas  Chand- 
ler, Joieph  llammons,  JonathUn  Harvey,  Uenfy  llub> 
bard,  John  W.  Weeks. 

MASSACHUSETTS  — John  Bailey.  Inac  C^  Bates, 

B.  W.  Crowninshield,  John  Davis,  Henry  W.  Owieht, 
Edward  Everett,  BcHjaimn  Gorttam,  George  Grennell,  jr. 
James  L.  Hodges,  Joseph  G.  Kendall,  John  Reed,  Jo- 
seph Itichardaon,  John  Vamum. 

RliODE  ISLAND  — Tristam  Burge^Dutee  J.  Pearce. 

CONNECTICUT.— Noyes  Barbt;r,  Williain  W.  Ells- 
worth, J.  W.  Huntington,  Ralph  J.  Ir^noll,  W.  L. 
Storrs,  Ebenezer  Young. 

VEBMONl'.— William  Cahooii,  Homec  Everett,  Jona- 
than Hunt,  Rullin  C.  M.i!lary,  Benjumin  Swift. 

MEW  YORK.- William  G.  Angel,  Benedict  Arnold, 
Thomas  Beekman,  Abniliam  Bockee,  Peter  I.  Uorst,  C- 

C.  Cambrcleng,  Jacob  Ci'ocherun,  Timothy  Cliilda,  Hen- 
ry B.  Cowtcs,  S.  W.  Eager,  Charles  G.  Dewitt,  John  D. 
DiokifiBon,  Jqnas  Earll,  jr.  Isaac  Finch,  Michael  Huffman, 
Joseph  Hawkins,  Jdiiel  II.  Halsey,  Perkins  King,  James 
Lent,  J(An  Hagee,  Heiu^  C.  Marlindale,  Robert  Monell, 
Thomas  Maxwell,  E.  F.  Norton,  Gersliom  I'oweps,  Ito- 
bert  S.  Rose,  Jonah  Saitford,  Henry  R.  Storrs,  James 
Strong,  Ambrose  Spencer,  John  W.  Taylor,  Phnieas  L. 
Tnicy,  tiullan  C.  Verplanok,  Campbell  P.  Wlnte. 

NEW  J  ERSEY.— Lewis  Condict,  Ricliard  M.  CooBcr, 
Tliofnaa  tl.  Hughes,  Isauc  Pierson,  James  F.  Kandol|ih, 
Samuel  Swann. 

Yoi.  VII— A. 


PENNSYLVANIA.— James  Buclttnani  Rlchird  Coul- 
ter, Thomas  II.  rnivfbrd,  Harmat  Denny,  Joahua  Evans. 
Cluuncey  Forward,  Joseph  Fry,  Jr.  James  Ford,  Innia 
Green,  John  Gilmore,  Joseph  HempbiU,  Peter  Ihrie,  jr. 
Hiomas  Irwin,  Adam  King,  Geor^  G.  Leipcr,  H.  A. 
Muhlenburg.  Alem  Marr,  Daniel  H.  Miller,  William 
M'Cretfry,  William  Ramsay,  John  Scott,  Philander  Ste< 
phens,  John  B.  Sterigere,  Joel  B.  Sutheifamd,  Sunucl  A. 
Smith,  Thomas  H.  Sill. 
DELAWARE.— Kensey  Johns,  Jr. 
MARYLAND — Ellas  Brown,  Clement  Dorsev,  B«nj. 
C.  Howard,  George  E.  Mitchell,  Hidiacl  G.  Spngg^Ben- 
edict  I.  Semmes,  Richard  8pct iceTy  G<orge  C.  Washing- 
ton, Ephraim  K.  Wilson. 

VIRGINIA^Mark  Alexander,  Robert  Allen,  William 
S.  Archer,  William  Armstrong,  John  S.  Barber,  J<4tn  M. 
Patton,  J.  T.  Boulding.  Richard  Coke,  Jr.  Natiianiel  H. 
Claiborne,  Robert  B.  Cnig,  Phifip  Doddridge,  Thomas 
Davenport,  William  F.  Gordon,  Lewis  Maxwell,  Charles 
P.  Mercer,  William  M'Ciqr,  Geo.  Loyal^  John  Roane, 
Joseph  Draper,  Andrew  Stevenson,  John  Taliaferro, 
James  Trezvant. 

NORTH  CAROLINA.— Willi*  Alston,  Daniel  L.  Bar< 
ringer,  Samuel  P.  Cmon,  H.  W.  Conn«,  Edmund  De- 
bcny,  EdwaidB.  Dudley,  Tliomaa  H.  Hall,  Robert  Pot- 
ter, Wm.  B.  Sbepard,  Augustine  H.  Shcppeid,  Jesse 
Speight,  Lewis  WilHama,  Abraham  Rencher. 

SOUTH  OAHOLlNA.-r-Robert  W.  Barnwell,  James 
Blair,  John  Campbell,  Warren  R  Davis,  Wm.  Dravton, 
Wm.  D.Martin,  Geonfe  U'Duffie,  Wm.  T.  Nuckolls, 
Starimg  Tudcer. 

GEORGIA.- Thomas  P.  Porter,  Chariea  E.  Hqrnes, 
Wilson  Lumpkin,  Henry  O.  Lamar,  Wiley  Thompson, 
Richard  H.  Wilde,  Jamca  H.  Wayne. 

KENTUCKY. -James  Clark,  N.  D.  C<deman,  Thomas 
Chilton,  Henry  Daniel,  Nathaniel  Gaither,  R.  M.  Johnson, 
John  Kincaid,  Joseph  Lecompte,  Chittenden  Lyon,  Ro- 
bert p.  Letcher.  Cbartea  A.  WicUiffe,  Joel  Yaaecy. 

TENNES8BB.-^ohn  Blur,  John  BeU,Damd  Croek< 
ctt.  Robert  Desha.  Jacob  C.  Isacks,  Cave  Johnson,  Piyor 
Lea,  James  K.  Polk,  James  Slandefer. 

OHIO— MordecaiBartley,  Joseph  H.  Crane,  WiUiam 
Creigliton,  James  Findlay,  Wm.  W.  Irvin,  Wilham  Ken- 
non,  Humphrey  H.  Leavitt,  Wm.  Ruaael,  Wm.  Stanber- 
ry,  James  Shields,  John  Tliompion,  JoMph  YaoM,  Urn* 

uel  F.  Vinton,  Elislia  Whittlesey.   

LOUISIANA.— Henry  H.  Gurley,  W.  H.  Orertoo. 
Edward  D.  White.  ,  . 

INDIANA.— Ratliff  Boon,  Jonathan  Jennmgs,  John 

^  AJLABAMA.— R.  E.  B.  Baytor,  C.  C  CUy,  DiXon  H. 

Lewis.  ...  , 

MISSISSIPPI.— Thomaa  Hmds. 
ILLINOIS.— Joaeph  Duncan. 
MlSSOUBI^SpCBcer  Pettis, 


Ddegatet. 

MICHIGAN  TERRITORY.- John  Biddle. 
ARKANSAS  TERBI TORY.-A.  «- Sevjer. 
FLORIDA  TERRITORY.— Joseph  M.  Wb»t«. 
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PremdaWn  Menage. 


UE8SAGK  OF  TIIK  PKBRIIlR.N'r  OP  THE  UNITF.O 
STATES, 

T»  ROTH  IKJl'HK!)  OP  n»NaRKS<l, 

M  Vie  rammencemfnt  of  the  Sceomt  Sessi  ni 
of  the  Tirenly-Jirsl  Caugress. 
nsniiBRR  7,  1830. 


fWhw-Cthzetu  of  the  Smote 

and  of  the  Ifoute  of  BeprenetUailrea  .- 
Tite  plfwmre  1  liave  iii  consTatiilalmjj  yoii  on  TOiir 
return  tn  your  conntitiiUonal  duties  is  much  heiglitcncd 
by  the  tatiiifactiun  wliieli  the  condition  of  our  beloved 
country  at  this  period  justly  inspires.  The  beneficent 
Author  of  alt  i:ood  has  frnmtcd  to  ua,  dnring  Uie  present 
yesr,  Ix'alth*  peace,  aiKl  plenty,  *nil  nuniennii  cansta  for 
jojy  ill  i!ie  wonderful  KceesB  which  attend*  the  progresa 
of Mir  ttte  instiUitionfl. 

With  «  popiiUtion  unparalleled  iii  its  increase,  and  pos- 
sessing a  character  which  combines  the  hardihood  of  en- 
terprise with  the  considerateneM  of  wisdom,  we  see  in 
every  aeclion  of  our  happy  country  a  steaily  improvement 
in  the  means  of  aotial  intercourae,  and  correapondent  ef- 
fectauptHi  thegeniuaanillawaof  otir  extendeci  republic. 

The  apparent  excefttions  to  the  harmony  of  the  pros- 
pect are  to  be  referred  rather  to  inevitable  diversilies  in 
the  various  interests  which  enter  into  the  compoiition  of 
so  extcnaive  a  whole,  than  to  any  want  of  attachment  to 
the  Unioo— interests  whose  collisions  acrve  oni^,  in  the 
cad,  to  foatertbe  ^irit  of  cimdliation  and  patfiotIlllI^so 
Atial  to  tlie  preatfntion  of  that  an'i6n  which,  I  most 


dcTODtfy  hope,  U  deatined  to  prove  imperiahable. 

In  the  nwal  «f  theae  bleanngi^  we  nave  recently  wit- 
neased  dungca  in  the  condition  of  other  nations,  which 
may,  in  tlhNr  oooaequencea^  call  for  the  utmost  vigilance, 
wiailcnn,  and  ananimi^,  in  our  oounciK  and  the  exMciae 
of  dl  the  modefHtkm  and  patriotism  of  our  people. 

The  fanportairt  modifieationa  of  their  Government,  ef- 
fected witn  so  mvch  courage  and  wisdom  the  people 
afFT«aoe,aflrotdahappyprc«age  of  their  future  coume, 
and  haa  naturally  eUated  from  the  kindred  feclinn  of 
tJus  nation  ttiat  spontaneous  and  univenal  burst  of  ap- 
plause in  which  you  have  participated,  in  congratulating 
you,  roy  foUow-citizens,  upon  an  event  ao  auspidous  to 
the  deuest  interests  of  mankind,  I  dono  more  than  re- 
spond to  the  v<Rce  of  my  country,  without  transcending, 
in  the  llii^Mest  degree,  that  salutary  ouxim  of  the  illus- 
trious Washington,  which  eiyoins  an  abstinence  from  all 
iotcrforence  with  the  internal  afTaira  of  other  nations. 
From  a  people  exercising,  in  the  most  unlimited  degree, 
the  right  of  self  government,  and  enjoying,  as  derived 
from  this  proud  eharactarMtic,  under  the  fiivor  uf  beavenf 
much  of  toe  happioess  with  which  ihey  are  blessed  i  a 
people  w1»  can  point  in  triumph  to  their  free  institutions, 
and  challenge  comparison  with  the  fruits  tbev  bear,  as 
well  as  with  Uie  moderation,  intelligence,  and  energy, 
with  which  th^  are  administered  t  from  tuch  a  people, 
the  deepest  nrmpathy  was  to  be  expected  in  a  struggle 
for  the  sacred  pnnciples  of  liberty,  conducted  in  a  spirit 
•very  way  worthy  of  the  eauae,  and  crowned  by  an  liero- 
kmodention  which  has  disarmed  revolution  of  its  tertwa. 
Hotwithstanding  the  strong  assurances  which  the  ina.i 
whom  we  so  uncerely  lov«  and  jostlyadmire  has  given  to 
the  world  of  the  high  character  of  the  present  King  of  tlie 
French,  and  which,  if  sustained  to  tlie  end,  will  secure  to 
him  the  proud  anpellation  of  Patriot  Kiiy,  it  is  not  in  bis 
•uccesa,  bat  in  that  ol  the  great  principle  wMcli  has  borne 
him  to  the  thnme — tha  paramount  authority  of  the  pub- 
lie  will — Uiat  the  American  peo|>le  rejoice, 

I  am  hu>py  to  infwmyou  thst  the  aHticipntioiis  which 
were  indulged  at  tlie  date  of  my  last  comnuinication  on 
the  aubject  of  oar  foreign  affairs^  liave  been  fiilly  re^wd 
io  sercfal  important  parttcubrs. 


An  arrangement  has  been  efll-elctl  witli  (;f««t  Britain, 
ill  rel;kti(in  tii  tlie  tridu  hetwcL-n  the  UnileJ  States  ami 
licr  Wl-hI  India  and  Nurlli  American  ci>loiii<_-s,  wtiich  lia« 
settled  a  question  (hat  lia«  fur  yoiint  sfTurvtinl  inulter  fnr 
contention  an<l  ulmnst  iinintemiptrd  diiiC(issii>ii,  and  lias 
been  (he  subject  of  no  irus  than  nix  negoliatitins,  in  a  man- 
ner which  promises  results  htgiily  Ikvorabic  to  tlio  parties. 

The  abstract  rifi^t  uf  Great  Hritwn  to  nj>Hinpolixe  the 
trade  with  tier  colonics,  or  to  exclude  us  from  a  partici> 
pation  Diercin,  bus  never  been  denied  by  the  V.  States. 
But  we  have  coiitende«l,  and  with  reason,  that  if,  at  any 
time,  Gre.it  Britain  may  desire  the  pniductioDS  of  this 
country  as  necessary  to  her  colonics,  Uiey  must  be  re- 
ceived upon  (miiciples  of  jint  reciprocity  i  and  fiirtlier, 
that  it  is  making  an  invidious  ami  iinlKenilly  ilistinelion, 
to  open  her  colonial  pot<s  to  the  vessels  of  other  nation^ 
and  close  (hem  against  thorn  of  the  United  States. 

Antece«lent1y  to  I7i)4,  a  purtiun  of  our  productions  was 
admitted  into  the  coloni^iliHlaiub  of  Great  Britain,  by  par- 
ticular concession,  limited  to  the  term  of  one  year,  but 
renewe«l  from  year  to  year.  In  the  traiispurbttion  of 
these  productions,  however,  our  vessels  were  not  allowed 
to  engage  t  this  being  a  privilege  reiterved  to  Briligh  whip- 
V*"gt  wliich  alone  oinr  produce  could  be  taken  to  the 
islaiuU,  and  theirs  brouglit  Ki  us  in  return.  From  New* 
fuundland  and  her  continental  pomeisions,  allourproAic- 
lions,  as  well  as  our  vessels^  were  excluded,  wittt  occa- 
sional relaxations,  by  which,  ~  in  seasons  of  distress,  the 
former  were  admitted  in  British  bottoms. 

ny  the  treaty  of  1794,  ilie  offt-ned  to  oonecde  lo  us  for 
a  limited  time,  the  rigtit  of  canyii^  (o  her  West  India 
possessions,  in  our  vessels  not  ex^eding  seveolr  tons 
burden,  ami  upon  the  same  terms  a^  Brittu  vesaeu^  wiy 
productions  of  the  Umted  States  which  British  vends 
might  import  therefrom.  But  this  privilege  was  coupled 
with  conditions  which  are  supposed  to  have  led  to  its  re- 
jection by  the  Senate:  that  la,  Uiat  American  vesoeb 
sliould  laDO  their  return  eargoea  in  the  United  Statea  only 
and,  moreover,  that  they  should,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  privilege,  be  precluded  from  cartyii^  molasses, 
sugar,  coffee,  cocoa,  or  cotton,  either  from  (hose  isluKb 
or  front  the  U. States,  to  any  other  part  of  the  world .  Great 
Britain  readily  consented  to  expunge  this  article  from  the 
treaty  i  and  subseqiieiit  attempts  to  arrange  the  terma  of 
the  trade,  either  by  treaty  stipulations  or  concerted  le«M- 
lation,  havmg  fiuled,  it  has  beeaauocesBvely  su^wntled 
and  allowed^  according  to  the  vaiying  legiwfSon  of  the 
parties. 

The  following  are  the  prominent  paints  which  have,  ia 
later  years,  separated  the  two  GoTCinments.  Besides  a 
reiitriction,  whereby  all  importations  into  her  otdooies  in 
American  vessels  are  conStied  to  our  own  products  canied 
lience,  a  restrictiou  to  which  it  does  not  appear  that  we 
have  ever  objected,  a  leading  object  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  has  Ewen  to  prevent  us  from  becoming  the  carri- 
ers of  British  West  India  commodities  to  any  other  coun- 
try than  our  own.  On  the  pajt  of  the  (Jiuted  States  it 
has  been  contended,  lat.  That  the  subject  should  he  re- 
gulated by  treaty  stipulations  in  prefereaceto  separate  le- 
gislation i  3d.  That  our  produetioos^  when  importEd  into 
tlie  colonies  in  question,  shouid  not  be  subjeot  to  ^pher 
duties  than  the  productions  of  the  mother  country,  or  of 
her  other  colonial  iHMsessions  i  And,  3d.  Ttiat  uor  ves- 
sels should  be  aDowed  to  participate  in  thecireuitoua  tnde 
between  the  United  Statra  and  <Uffemt  puts  of  theBii- 
tisli  dominions. 

I'lie  (irst  point,  after  Itaving  been,  for  a  long  time, 
strenuoiislj'  niHisted  upon  by  Gneat  IMtain^  was  given  up 
by  the  act  of  Parliament  of  July,  1835  f  idl  vessels  sU- 
ferod  iu  iratic  with  the  colonies  being  permitted  toclear 
from  tiiencv  with  any  Hrticles  which  Untiah  vessels  migtit 
export  (  and  proceed  to  any  part  of  the  world.  Grot 
Bnlain  and  her  dopeiidencivs  alone  excepted.    On  our 
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p»rl,  Ynch  uf  ilie  above  points  had*  in  mcceaMOil,  been 
explicitly  al)«iKlone<l  in  negutUtions  preocdSnf  that  ^ 
which  the  reuth  is  nov  aniiuuiiced. 

lliis  smuif^emcnt  'secure*  to  tlte  United  Statei  vrvy 
adnDtxge  asked  by  them,  «ml  which  the  state  of  the  ne* 
gotiatioti  allowed  us  to  insist  upon.  The  trade  wtJI  be 
placed  upon  a  footing  tfecidedly  more  laroruble  to  this 
couiiti;y  than  any  on  wliich  it  ever  stood  j  and  our  com- 
iiKrce  and  iiavigalion  will  enjoy,  in  the  colonial  ports  of 
Great  Britain,  tsvcvy  privilege  allowed  to  otlter  nations. 
Thai  the  ptuspmty  of  the  country,  so  far  as  it  depends 

on  1liiitrade,will  be  greatly  promoted  bvthc  new  armnge.        .  _  _  ,      __  _  

ment,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  Independently  of  tiK  mure  j  suiting  from  tlie  exclusion  of  our  vessels  from  the  Ulack 


lain,  and  conctu4ed  in  a  manner  strongly  iadicalive  of  a 
ainccre  denre  to  cultivate  the  best  relations  with  the 
United  States.  To  reciprocate  this  disposition  to  (he  ful- 
lest extent  of  my  ability,  ii  a  duty  which  I  shall  deem  it  ■ 
privilege  to  discharge. 

Although  the  result  is,  ItseU^  the  best  commentate  on 
the  set-vices  render^  to  his  country  by  our  Minister  at 
the  court  of  St.  James,  it  would  be  doing  violence  to  my 
feelings  were  1  to  dismiss  the  subject  without  expressing 
the  veiy  high  sense  I  entertain  uf  the  talent  and  exertion 
which  have  been  (fispUyed  by  hiiD  on  the  oceasioo. 
The  injury  to  the  conunerca  of  the  United  States  re- 


obvinus  advantages  of  an  open  and  cTirect  intercoune,  its 
establishment  will  be  attended  with  ether  conacqumces 
of  a  hTgher  value.  That  which  \m  been  oameil  on  wice 
the  mtitiial  interdtct«inder  all  the  expense  and  inconve< 
iiiencc  unavoidably  incident  to  it,  would  have  been  in- 
supportably  onerous,  had  it  not  been,  in  a  great  degree, 
ligutened  by  conMrtcd  enuuons  in  the  fnode  of  making 
the  trandiipments  at  what  are  called  the  neutral  ports. 
These  indirections  arc  incuiuistent  with  the  dij^cnity  of  na- 
tions that  have  sn  maay  mutives,  iibt  only  to  chensli  feel- 
ir>gs  (if  muHial  friendship,  but  to  maintain  such  reUtions 
as  will  siimubte  their  respective  citizens  and  subjects  to 
efforts  of  direct,  open,  and  hmiorable  competition  only  i 
and  preaerrc  them  fron  the  iuAuence  of  seduiitive  and 
vitiating  drcamstancea. 

When  your  preliminary  interposition  was  asked  at  the 
close  of  the  last  session,  a  copy  of  the  instructions  under 
which  Mr.  HcLane  has  acted,  together  with  the  comntu- 
nicatienH  which  had  at  that  time  passed  between  him  and 
tlie  Uriiirii  Guvcrmneut,  was  lattl  before  you.  Although 
there  has  not  been  any  thing  in  the  acta  of  the  two  tio< 
vernmeitts  which  requires  seorecyi  it  was  tliought  moat 
proper,  in  the  then  state  of  the  negotiation,  to  imike  tiiat 
cnimnunication  a  confidential  one.  So  soon,  however,  as 
the  evidence  of  execution  on  the  part  of  Great  Oritahi  is 
received,  the  whole  matter  shall  be  lud  before  you,  when 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  apprcheiisiun  wbtch  appears  to 
liavc  su^ested  one  of  the  proviMona  of  the  act  passed  at 
your  last  session,  that  the  restoration  of  the  trad«  in  ques- 
tion miglit  IM  connected  with  other  subjects,  and  Wus 
■ought  to  be  obtained  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  public  inter- 
est in  other  partiealHrs,'  was  whtdly  unfounded  ;  ^nd  tliat 
the  clianj^  which  has  Uken  place  in  Uie  vivws  uf  the 
British  tiovernment  lias  been  induced  by  considerations 
as  honorable  to  both  partieib  as,  I  trust,  the  reault  will 
piwe  bcncficiaL 

This  de«inble  rcsuH  was,  it  will  be  seen,  greatly  pro* 
■noted  by  the  libotal  atkl  confitting  pruvtsiuns  of  tbe  act 
uf  Congress  of  the  last  acsaiun,  by  which  our  ports  were, 
«ipun  the  reception  and  eniiuncialiim  by  tlie  President  of 
the  required  assurance  on  the  part  of  Ut<eat  Britain, 
forthwith  opcncil  to  her  %-e5Bt;ls,  buferu  the  arrangement 
co  -iM  he  carried  into  efi'vcl  on  her  part  ;  piirauing,  in  Uiiv 
»ct  uf  pruajiuctive  legislation,  a  simihir  course  to  that 
tidvpled  by  tireat  Britain,  in  abultsbiiig,  by  her  act  of  l*ar- 
lititnent,  in  lt^5,  a  restriction  then  existing,  and  permit- 
ting  our  vessels  to  clear  from  tlie  coluiiies.  un  their  retum- 
voysgCH,  fot  any  furei)*n  country  wliatevcr,  before  Uritisli 
vcsjtMs  bad  lieeH  relieved  from  the  restricliun  imposcil  by 
wtr  b\r,  of  returning  directly  trom  tlic  United  Stales  to 
(lie  coluiiics— rcstriclioit  which  she  required  ami  ex- 

iKCteil  that  we  sliotlkl  abc^iJi.  Upuii  each  uccatiioii,  u 
imiled  and  tc-mptfrary  advantage  has  been  given  to  the 
opiHMite  i»aiiv,  but  an  advantage  of  no  importance  in 
comparisun  wrtli  the  restwation  uf  muliial  coiitiileiicu 
^ii'l  g^ioJ  fcelinj;!!,  and  the  ultimate  ektablislimeiit  of  llie 
triile  upon  fair  itrinciples. 

It  gives  ine  unfei^nicd  pleasure  to  assure  you  that  this 
ne^>al'ii>n  liai  been,  thrtHighoul.  elianwtcnseil  by  the 
tooBt  firank  atid  aHendty  spirit  on  tbc  part  of  tireat  Bri- 


sea,  and  tlw  previous  fooling  of  ^ere  aufTeranee  upon 
whioh  even  the  limited  trade  enjoyed  by  us  with  Turkey 
has  hitherto  been  placed,  have,  lor  a  long  time,  been  a 
source  of  much  solicitude  to  tliis  Coveminent  t  and  seve- 
ral endeavor*  have  been  made  to  obtain  a  better  state  of 
things.  Sensible  of  the  importance  of  th«  object,  I  felt 
it  my  duty  to  leave  no  prop(»-  meaoa  untDiplov^f)  ^9  ftc-i 

r're  for  our  flag  the  same  pnrileges  that  are  enjoyed  by 
principal  Powers  of  Burope,  Commisjiionets  wcn^ 
consequently,  appointed,  to  open  a  negotiation  wkh  the 
Sublime  Porte.  Not  long  after  the  member  of  tba  eom- 
misitoa  vcho.went  directly  frum  the  United  Statea  had 
sailed,  the  aooount-of  the  treaty  of  Adrianople,  by  which 
one  of  the  olO«cti  in  new  was  wppoied  to  be  Hmtcd, 
reached  this  country.  jThe  Black  Sea  was  undenrtood  |« 
be  opened  to  us.  Uodw  the  suppoaition  that  this  was 
the  case,  the  additional  fiiciUties  to  be  derived  from  the 
establishment  of  commercial  regtilations  with  the  Porte 
were  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  require  a  pro* 
aecttlwn  of  the  negotiation  as  originally  aonteoiplated. 
It  was  therefore  perMvered  in,  and  resulted  in  a  treaty, 
which  will  bf!  fbrthwitb  bud  bobre  the  Senate. 

By  its  provisions,  a  free  passage  ia  aeoured,  without 
Umiutiou  of  time,  to  the  veiaela  of  tlie  United  States,  to 
and  from  the  Black  Sea.iiicluding  the  navigation  ttwreofi 
and  our  trade  with  Turicey  is  placed  on  tti»  fooling  of  Uie 
mcMt  favored  nation.  The  latter  ia  an  arrangement  wbol* 
|y  independent  of  the  treaty  of  Adiiaoople  (  and  the 
former  derives  much  value,  liot  only  from  ibe  inereaacd 
aecurity  whicli,  under  WJ  ciroumitancea,  it  would  give 
to  the  right  in  queaUon,.but  from  tbe  fikct,  ascotalned  in 
tbc  course  of  the  negotiation,  that,  by  the  construction 
put  upon.  Uiat  treaty  by  Turkey,  the  article  relating  to 
the  passage  erf"  ttie  Uosphorua  is  confined  to  nations  hav« 
ing  treaties  with  the  Porte,  llie  moat  friendly  feetings 
iq>pear.tobe  entertained  by  the  Sultan,  and  an  erdight- 
eucd  disp««tion  is  cvuiced  by  him  to  foster  the  iutercoune 
between  the  two  cuuDlriea  by  the  mast'  O^eFal  arraage-  ■ 
ments.  This  disposition  it  will  be  our  duty^aod  IntenJat 
(0  cherisli. 

Our  rekitions  with  ^usMa  are  uf  tlie  most  stable  dia> 
racter.  Kuspect  for  that  Empire,  and  coo6dcncc  in  its 
lrieniJsl)i|>  towards  the  United  States,  have  been  so  long 
enlcrtohiod  on  Mu:  part,  and  so  carefully  eboished  by 
tlte  present  Emperor  and  hia  illustrioua  nredeceasm',  aa  t« 
have  become  incorporated  with  the  piw'lic  sentiment  «f 
tlte  United  SUtes.  No  means  will  be  left.unenu>loyed  on 
my  part  taiiromote  these  udutary  feelings,  and  those  im- 
provements ufwtucU  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
tbetwocuuiitries  iaBU!iceptible,and  which  bare  derived  in- 
creased imptH'iance  from  our  treaty  with  the  Sublime  Pocte. 

i  shicencly  regret  to  inform  you  that  our  Kfinister  late- 
ly cummisauined  to  that  Cuurt,  on  whose  disCuiguiabed 
talenls  and  great  cXj«crieiice  in  public  affairs  1  place  great 
reliance,  has  been  compelkd,  by  extreme  iudispusitton, 
to  exercise  aimvilege,  which,  in  consideration  of  tlie  ex- 
tent to  which  his  coii!>iitutlou  had  been  imfiaired  in  the 
public  service,  was  committed  to  hia  discretion-^  leav- 
11^  ttimpuraryy  his  post  for  the  advanti^  of  a  mive  gc- 
nial  climate. 
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IF,  M  it  ii  to  be  hoped,  the  impTwemcnt  of  his  heblih 
should  be  such  as  (o  justify  him  in  dcring  so,  he  will  re- 
pur  to  St.  Petendmrgh,  and  resume  the  (lischsrgi:  of  his 
official  duties.  I  have  reerived  the  moat  aaliafitctory  as- 
surance that,  in  the  mean  time,  tlie  public  intereata  in 
that  quarter  will  be  preserved  fpotn  prejudice,  by  the 
intercourse  which  he  will  continue,  through  tlie  Secretary 
of  Legation,  with  the  Rnsinan  cabinet 


The  commercial  intercourse  bctn  een  the  two  countries 
is  Miscepttble  of  liighly  a.lvantageuus  improvements  t  but 
the  sense  of  this  injury  has  had,  and  must  continue  tu 
baTe,  a  very  unravurnbw  intlitenca  upon  Uiem.  Prom  itii 
satisfactory  atlju^tment.  not  only  a  ftnn  ami  cardial  fHend- 
ship,  but  a  progressive  development  of  «U  their  relations, 
may  be  expected.  U  U,  thcrgjiire,  my  e4rnest  hope  that 
this  old  «nd  vexatious  subject  of  dilFereace  may  be  speed- 


You  are  apprised,  althotigii  the  fact  has  not  yet.  been  I  ily  removed 
officially  announced  to  the  House  <^  Representatives,      1  feel  that  my  cnnfi.lence  in  our  appeal  to  the  motive* 
that  a  trea^  wa%  in  the  month  of  March  last,  concluded  I  wluch  slmiikl  govern  a  just  and  nupianimous  Nation,  is 
between  the  United  States  and  Uenmartc,  by  which  anke  warranted  by  the  character  of  the  French  peoj^ 
$  650,000  are  securetT  tu  our  citizena  as  an  indemnity  for  |  and  by  the  high  voucher  we  possess  for  the  enlarged 
spoliations  upon  their  commerce  in  the  years  1808,  1809,  :  views  and  pure  integrity     the  monarch  who  ijow  pre- 
1810,  and  lol^l.    This  treaty  was  sanctioned  by  the  Se- 1  sidei»  over  tneir  councils  i  and  nothing  shall  be  wanting 
nate  at  theclose  of  its  last  8e88ion,aiid  it  now  becomes  the  ^.     .    .  ...  .. 

duty  of  Congress  to  )>ass  the  necessary  laws  fur  the  or- 
— ^jzation  of  tha  Board  of  Commissioners  to  distribute 


on  my  part  to  meet  any  nianifestation  of  the  spirit  we  an- 
ticipate in  one  of  corresjiunding  frunkneas  and  liberality. 
The  subjects  uf  difTereiiee  with  Sp»in  have  been 


gamzation  ot  uia  soaru  oi  i^ommissioners  lo  uisirtDiue  i  uc  sunjecu  uc  (unereiice  wun  spiun  nave  ueea 
tne  indemnity  amongst  the  daimants.  It  is  an  agreeable  |  brought  to  the  view  of  that  Government,  by  our  Uinitter 
drcunutance  of  this  adjustment,  that  its  terms  are  iti  con- 1  there,  witli  much  force  and  piopriety  t  and  th*  strongest 
formity  with  the  previously  ascertained  views  of  the  assurances  have  been  received  <rf  their  early  and  favmi- 
claimants  themselves  ;  thus  removing  all  pretence  for  a  |  ble  coiisider»tioii. 

filture  i^tation  of  the  subject  in  any  fonn.  The  steps  whicli  remained  to  place  the  matter  in  con< 

The  negotiations  in  renffd  to  audi  points  in  our  foreign  troversy  between  Great  Britdiu  aiwl  the  United  Sutes 


relations  as  remaned  to  oe  ac^usted,  have  been  actively 
prosecuted  during  the  reccis.  Materia  advances  have 
been  made,  which  are  of  a  character  to  promise  favorable 
results.  Our  country,  by  tiie  blessing  of  God,  is  not  in  a 
situation  to  invite  aggression ;  and  it  wilt  be  our  &ult  if 
the  ever  becomes  so.  Sincerely  desirous  to  cultivate  the 
most  liberal  and  friendly  relations  with  all ;  ever  ready  to 
fulfil  our  engagements  with  scrupulous  fidelity  t  limiting 
ourdenmnds  upon  others  to  mere  justice  }  holding  our- 
selves ever  ready  to  do  unto  them  as  we  would  wish  to  be 
done  by,  and  avoiding  even  tlie  appearance  uf  undue 
partiahty  to  any  Nation,  it  appears  tu  me  impuswblc  that 
a  umple  and  sincere  application  of  our  principles  to  our 
foreign  reUtions  can  fail  to  place  them  ultimately  upon 
tbe  footing  on  which  it  ia  our  wisli  th^y  sltuuld  rest. 

Of  the  points  referred  to,  the  most  prominent  «re,  our 
claims  upun  ffmaee  Bat  spoliatioiis  u|Km  our  commerce  i 
■iodlar  eumsupon  Spalt^  togetlier  with  embarrassments 
in  the  commentuil  intercourse  between  tlic  two  countries, 
which  ouglit'*to  be  removed  ;  tiic  conclusion  of  tlie  treaty 
of  commerce  and  navigation  witli  Mexico,  which  has  been 
so  long  in  suspense,  as  well  as  the  final  settlement  of  li 
mits  be  ween  ourselves  aiid  that  republic  t  «td  finally  the 
ubitnunent  of  the  question  between  the  United  States 
lutd  Qmt  BriUin  in  regard  to  the  northeastern  boun- 
dary. 

The  negotiation  with  France  lion  been  conducted  by 
our  Minister  with  zeal  and  ability,  and  in  all  respects  to 
my  entire  satisftction.  Althougli  the  prospect  at  a  favo- 
n^le  tenninaUen  was  occauoiudly  tUmmed  by  counter- 

Kreteuions,  to  which  the  United  States  could  nut  assent, 
e  yet  bad  strong  hopes  of  being  able  to  arrive  ata  satis 
factory  settlement  with  the  late  Government,  The  nego- 
tiation baa  been  renewed  with  tbe  prcaent  authorities; 
and,  sensible  of  the  general ,and  lively  confidence  of  our 
citizens  in  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  rc^enemtcd 
France,  J  regret  the  more  not  to  have  it  in  my  pu#er, 
jti,  to  amiDunea  tbo  remit  so  confidently  anticipated. 
No  ground,  however^  inconustent  with  tim  expectation, 
has  been  taken  ;  and  t  do  not  allow  myself  to  doubt  tliat 
justice  will  soon  be  done  to  us.  TIte  amount  uf  the 
claims,  the  length  of  time  they  have  remiuncd  unsatisfied, 
and  their  incontrovertible  justice,  make  an  earnest  prose- 
cution off  tbem  by  tltia  GovemmeBt  an  urgent  <luty.  The 
illegality  of  the  aeixuKs  siid  cunfiseatiuus  out  of  which 
Ihey  have  arisen  ia  not  disputed  i  and  whatever  distinc- 
tions may  have  herctofort:  been  set  up  in  regard  tu  tlie 
Utility  of  tbe  existing  government,  it  is  qoito  clear  that 
iuob  coiwdctBtioucaaiitrt  now  be  interpOKd. 


(uiiy  before  tbe  arbitrator,  have  ull  been  taken  in  the 
sanw  liberal  and  friendly  a\y\rn  which  characterized  tiiomt 
before  announced.  Uecciit  events  have  douhtkss  served 
to  delay  the  deosiun,  but  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  tite 
distinguished  arbitrator  has  been  assured  tliat  it  wiU  be 
made  within  tbe  time  contemplateil  by  tlie  treirty. 

I  am  particularly  gratified  in  being  able  tu  state  that  a 
decidedly  favorabk,  and,  as  l-hupe,  lasting  change  has 
been  cfiected  in  our  relations  with  the  lUiighboni^  re- 
public of  Mexico.  The  unfortunate  and  uimMiiuUal  sua- 
pieioris  iri  regard  to  our  dispoHtion,  which  it  becante  >ny 
painfiil  duty  to  advert  to  on  a  former  occauou,  have  i>ccn, 
I  believe,  entirely  removed  i  and  the  Government  of  Mex- 
ico has  been  made  to  understand  tlie  real  cltaraetcr  of  tJic 
wishes  and  views  of  this  in  regard  to  tliat  country.  The 
consequence  is,  the  establishment  uf  fiiendriiip  aihl  ihu> 
tuol  confidence.  Such  are  the  assurances  wliich  I  iuv* 
received,  and  I  see  no  cause  to  doubt  thdr  sincerity. 

I  had  reason  tu  expect  tlie  conclusion  uf  acomincreial 
treaty  with  Mexico  in  season  for  communication  on  the 
present  occasion.  Circumauuicca  whicii  are  not  explain- 
ed, but  wliicli,  1  am  persuaded,  are  nut  the  result  of  an 
indii^wltion  on  lier  i>ai-t  tu  enter  into  it,  have  produced 

There  was  reason  to  fev,  in  tlie  course  of  the  hut  aum- 
raer,  tliat  the  harmony  of  our  relations  migbt  be  disturbed 
by  the  acts  of  certain  claimaiittt,  under  Mexican  gnuili. 
ottetritury  wliicli  has  liithcrtu  been  under  our  jurisdic- 
tion. The  CGM>pcnitiun  of  tite  representalive  uf  Mexico 
near'  this  Government  was  asked  un  tJie  occasion,uiid  was 
veatSiXy  MTunlcd.  Instructions  aiid  advice  have  beeii  giveit 
(o  Uie  Uuvernor  of  Arkansas  anil  the  Olficera  in  commaiul 
in  the  w^uining  Mexican  Sute,  by  which,  it  is  hoped, 
'  the  quiei  ot  that  fhinticr  will  be  preserved,  until  a  final 
oeltlemeni  uf  tbe  dividiitg  line  stiall  liave  remuvcd  all 
ground  of  controversy. 

The  excliangc  of  ratificatiou-  of  the  treaty  concluded 
last  year  with  Austria  has  not  yet  taken  place,  'llie  de- 
lay haa  been  occasioned  by  tlie  iioii-arrival  of  the  r.itifica- 
tion  of  that  Government  within  tlie  time  pruseribed  by  tbe 
treaty.  Renewed  autliority  has  been  asked  for  by  the 
representative  tif  Austria  i  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  ra- 
pidly iucreaMiig  trade  and  navigation  t»etweeu  tbe  two 
countries  liavu  been  placed  upoutlic  must  libend  fuutini; 
of  our  navigation  acta. 

Several  allegiid  depredations  have  been  recently  cuin- 
mttted  un  our  commerce  by  the  uaUonal  vessels  at  Pur- 
tugaL  Tbey  have  been  made  Uie  aubject  of  imoiediate 
remonstrance  aii  J  rccLuuatiw).   I  am  not  yet  puasesacd 
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oTstiificient  inrorm:itiuii  tu  express  n  delimlive  upiiiiuii 
their  character,  but  expect  souti  to  receive  it.    No  pro* 
|>er  mcaiut  hIuUI  be  omitted  tu  o'>t^n  for  uur  citizens  ntl 
the  redress  U>  whidi  they  may  ft|)pear  to  be  entitled. 

Almost  at  tUu  m'Mneiit  oT  the  wljuiimmeiit  or  your  last 
■emon,  two  bills,  the  one  entitled  "An  HCt  For  mRking 
ftppTopiulions  lor  bitiidin^  liglit-hiniseSf  Urht-boats.  bea- 
cons, and  tiionumeiits,  pltciiif  buoys,  ami  Tor  improving 
harbors  and  directinji^  atirveysP'  and  the  other,  '*  An  act 
to  authoriae  a  subscription  For  stock  in  the  Louisville  and 
Fmtland  Canal  {^m^Any,"  wen  auiffliittcd  fur  my  appri>. 
Tal.  It  was  not  piMsiblo,  within  tlie  time  alluwetl  mir, 
before  the  cljae  of  the  session,  to  give  these  billa  the 
consiileratton  which  wds  due  to  their  character  niul  impor- 
tance;  and  t  was  compelled  to  retain  them  I'ur  Uut  pur- 
pose. 1  now  avuil  myself  of  tiiis  early  opportunity  to  re- 
turn tbcm  to  the  ilonsea  iu  which  Ibcy  respectively  ori- 
ginated, with  the  reas'^ns  whicli,  a'ter  mature  delibei'a- 
lion,  compel  tne  to  witlthold  my  uppruvaL 

'llw  practice  of  defraying  out  of  tlte  Treasury  of  the 
United-States  the  expenaes  incurred  by  the  eaiubtiahment 
an  I  support  uflighl-lioiues,  bciicuns,  buoys,  and  public 
piers,  wiilun  the  bays,  inlels,  liarbon,  and  porta  of  the 
Uittted  Slates,  to  render  the  nnvigatioit  tlieri:of  safe  and 
easy,  is  coeval  with  the  adoption  of  tlie  Con^ititutioiif  and 
has  been  continued  witttutit  interruption  of  dispute. 

As  our  foreign  eominercB  increased,  and  waa  exteiMled 
into  tlte  interior  of  the  eoujitry  by  the  establisliiDent  of 
port«  ofeiitry  and  di^livery  upon  our  navigable  rivers,  the 
sphere  of  those  expenditures  received  :i  currespundiiig 
enlargement.  Light-houseo,  beacons,  buoys,  public  piers, 
aj)d  the  removal  of  sand  bars,  sawyers,  and  other  pai  tiaJ 
or  tempur4i;y  imptdimenla  in  thii  navigable  rivers  aikd 
harbors  wliicli  were  embraced  i»  the  revenue  diatricta 
from  time'  to  time  established  by  law,  were  authorized 
upon  the  same  principle,  and  Uie  expense  defrayed  in  tlte 
urn*  maniMr.  I'hat  tliese  expenses  have  at  times  been 
extravagant  and  diaproportioiiate,  is  very  probable.  Tiie 
circum^ices  under  which  they  are  incurred,  are  well 
cukulated  tu  lead  to  such  a  result,  unless  their  application 
i»  subjected  to  the  closcsit  scrutiny.  The  local  advantages 
arising  from  tike  disbursement  ot  public  mone^  tuu  fre- 
quently, it  is  to  be  Feared,  invite  appropriatiuns  fur  ob- 
jects uf  this  character  Uiat  are  neither  nircessary  noruoe- 
I'ul.  The  number  of  light-house  keepers  is  already  very 
I:irge,  Mv.1  ttie  bill  before  mc  proposes  to  add  to  it  fifty- 
«>;ie  more,  of  various  descri|itioi)s.  From  representations 
upuii  the  subject  which  are  uiidcrstuod  to  be  cntilled  to 
respect,  1  am  induced  tu  believe  that  Uiere  has  nut  only 
been  givat  unpruvidetice  iu  the  ]mt  expenditurca  of  tlie 
tiuvemmeitt  upon  these  objects,  but  tliat  tlie  security  ut 
navigation  lias,  in  some  instances,  been  diminialted  bytlie 
tnuUiplicatiuu  ofligiit-lioiises,  and  cunsuiiuent  change  of 
light-),  upon  tli»  cuusL  It  is  in  tliis,  as  in  other  respects, 
uur  duty  to  avoid  aU  unnecessary  expciuc,  as  well  as  eve- 
ry increase  t)f  patronage  not  called  for  by  the  public  ser- 
vice. But,  ill  Uie  discharge  of  tliat  duty  tn  this  particu- 
Lir,  it  must,  not  be  forguitun  tliat,  in  relation  Ui  our  foreign 
coinmcrcc,  the  burden  and  benefit  uf  protecting  and  ac- 
cuinraoJaling  it  necessarily  go  tugcUier,  and  mu^  du  so 
as  long  as  tlie  public  revenue  is  drawn  from  the  people 
tfaroU^i  the  custom  house.  It  is  indisputable,  that  wlut- 
ever  gives  facility  and  security  to  navigation,  cheapens 
linpurts  i  and  all  who  consume  them  arc  ahke  interestett 
in  wliatever  produces  tiiis  effect.  If  they  cunuuDie,  tliey 
uught,  OS  Uiey  now  do,  to  pay  ;  oOierwue,  they  du  not 
pay.  The  cunsmner  in  the  nwMt  inland  State  derives  tlie 
name  advantage:  frum  every  necessary  and  prudent  ex- 
penditure fur  tlie  laciliiy  and  security  uf  our  iureign  cum- 
ineruu  and  navigiitiun,  that  he  dues  who  resides  m  a  nia- 
ntiine  -State.  Local  expenditures  liave  iitrt,  of  tliemsdnu^ 
a  currespoiulenl  opcration.- 

Froin  a  bilt  making  lUreel  appropriatiuns  fur  luch  ob- 


Jecti,  I  should  nut  1  Live  withhelil  my  asKiit.  The  one 
now  returned  does  so  in  several  particulars,  but  it  also 
contains  appnip nations  for  S'lrveys  ot'  a  local  character, 
which  [  cannot  approve.  It  gives  me  satisfaction  to  find 
that  no  serious  inconvenience  has  arisen  from  withhold* 
ing.  my  approval  from  this  bill  i  nor  will  it,  I  trust,  be 
cause  of  regret  that  an  opportunity  will  be  thereby  uflTurd- 
etl  for  Congress  to  review  its  provisious  under  cireiim. 
stances  better  calciikted  fur  full  investigation  tliaii  tiiuse 
under  which  it  was  passed. 

In  speaking  of  direct  apfiropriatiuns,  I  mean  notta  in- 
clude a  practice  whicli  has  obtained  to  some  extent,  .ind 
to  which  I  Itave,  in  one  instance,  in  a  different  capacity, 
given  ray  assent-;-rtiat  of  sttbscribing  to  the  stock  of  pri- 
vate associations.'  Positive  expeiieiice,  and  a  more  tho- 
rough consideration  of  the  subject,  liwe  convinced  me  of 
the  impropriety  as  well  as  inexpediency  of  audi  invest- 
ments. All  improvements  effected  by  the  funds  of  the 
nation,  fur  genei-al  use,  should  be  open  to  the  enjoyment 
of  all  our  fellow  citizens,  exempt  from  the  payment  of 
tolls,  or  any  imposition  of  that  cnarajiter.  Tne  practice 
of  thus  mingling  the  concerns  of  the  Government  with 
those  of  the  States  or  of  individuals,  is  inconsistent  with 
the  object  of  its  iiistitutiun,  and  highly  impuhtic  The 
successful  operation  of  the  federal  system  can  only  be 

fireserved  by  coufining  it  to  the  few  and  simple,  but  yet 
mprirtaiit  objects  for  which  it  was  designed. 

A  difTerent  practice,  if  allowed  to  progress,  would 
ultimately  change  tlie  character  of  this  Government,  by 
consolidating  into  one  the  General  and  State  Govern- 
mentd,  which  were  intended  to  be  kept  forever  distinct. 
I  cannot  perceive  how  bills  authorizing  such  subscriptions 
can  be  otlicrwise  regarded  titan  as  bilh  For  revenue,  and 
ennsequently  subject  to  the  rule  in  that  respect  prescri- 
bed by  the  Uunstitutton.  If  the  interest  t^  the  Govern- 
ment in  private  companies  is  subordinate  to  that  oF  indi- 
viduals, the  management  and  control  of  a  portion  of  the 
public  funds  is  deTegate«l  tu  an  authority  unknown  to  the 
Constitution,  and  beyond  the  supervision  of  our  consti- 
tuents: if  superior,  ita  officers  and  agents  will  be  con- 
stantly exposed  to  imputations  of  fiivoritisin  and  oppres- 
sion. Direct  prejudice  lu  the  public  interest,  or  an  alien- 
ation of  the  affectioiia  and  respect  uf  portions  oF  tiio 
people,  may,  therefiirc,  in  addition  to  the  general  dis- 
credit resulting  to  the  GuvernmeDt  front  embarking  with 
its  cun^jlituents  in  pecuniary  speculations,  be  looked  fiir 
as  Uic  prubable  fruit  of  such  associations.  It  is  no  an- 
swer to  this  objection  to  say  that  the  extent  of  conse- 
qucHcea  tike  these  cannot  be  great  from-a  limiled  and 
small  number  of  iuvestmeuls :  because  experience  in 
uttier  matters  teaches  u^  and  we  arc  not  ut  liberty  to 
disregard  its  admonitions,  that,  unless  an  entire  atop  be 
put  to  Uiem,  it  will  soon  be  impossible  to  prevent  their 
acciimuliition,  until  they  are  spread  over  Uie  whole  coun- 
try, and  made  tu  einbnice  many  of  tlic  private  and  ap- 
propriate concerns  uf  individuals. 

The  power  which  the  General  Government  wuuld  ac- 
([uire  witliin  the  several  Stales  by  becoming  tJie  princi- 
pal stuckhuldcr  in  curpuratiuiis,  controlling  every  canal 
and  each  sixty  or  hundred  miles  of  every  imjiurtant  road, 
and  giving  a  pruportiuiiute  vote  in  all  their  ekclioiii^  is 
almost  iiicuiiceivable,  and,  in  my  view,  dangerous  lu  tlie 
liberties  of  U>e  people. 

This  mode  of  aiding  such  works  is,  abo,  in  its  nature, 
deceptive,  and  tn  many  cases  cundiicivc  tu  iinpruvideiice 
in  Uie  administraliun  uf  the  national  funds.  Ajiprttpria- 
tions  will  be  obtuiiied  with  much  greater  laciUty,  and 
granted  with  less  scciu'ity  to  the  public  inteit:st,  wlicn 
the  measure  is  tlius  iltsguiacd,  than  wlien  defiuitc  .ind  di- 
rect expenditures  uf  money  are  asked  for.  The  inleresls 
uf  the  nation  wuuld  doubtless  be  butler  served  by  avoid- 
ing all  audi  indirect  inuili;s  uf  aiding  [larliculor  objects. 
In  a  Qui'cmment  likfrours,  more  especially,  sliuukl  aU 
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petulitiire  ol  its  appropriate  quot*.  It  ni*jr,  however^  be 
amimed  u  «  safe  general  ntle,  that  such  impnivementi 
as  serve  to  incr*ase  the  prosperity  of  the  reanective  Htates 
in  which  they  are  ilMde,  by  giving  new  Aoilities  to  trade, 
Biul  tlier^y  augmentinj;  tlie  wealth  and  comfort  of  their 
inhabiUnts,  constitute  the  Barest  mode  of  conrerring  per- 
manent and  Bubsfantial  sdrtntjiges  upon  the  whole.  1'he 
■trtngtli,  as  well  as  the  true  glory,  of  the  confedermcy,  is 
mainly  founded  on  the  prosperity  and  power  of  the  seve< 
nl  independent  sovereignties  of  which  it  iscompfised, 
and  the  cerlsiuty  with  which  they  can  be  brouglit  into 
suceesrfiil,  aetire  eo-openilioii»throiigH  die  agency  of  the 
Federal  Government,  e 

II  isi  moreover,  within  the  knowledge  of  such  u  are 
at  all  convmant  vnth  public  aHT^ira,  that  schemes  of  in. 
tertHil  improvement  have,  from  lime  to  timei  been  pro 
posed,  which,  from  their  extent  and  seeming  magnifi- 
cence, were  reganled  as  of  national  concernment;  but 
which,  upon  fuller  considemtiun  aitd  fiirther  •xperienCc, 
would  now  be  rejected  with  great  unanimity. 

That  the  plan  under  eonsHlcntion  would  derive  impor- 
tant jtdvaMages  from  its  cerUintyt  and  that  the  moneys 
set  apart  for  these  purposes  would  be  more  judiciuuiuy 
applied  and  economically  expended  under  the  direction 
f>f  tlic  State  legislatures,  in  wliicb  every  part  of  each 
Slate  is  immediately  represented,  cannot,  1  think,  be 
doubted.  In  the  new  Slates  particulariy,  where  a  com- 
paratively small  population  is  scattered  aver  an  extensive 
mrfaee,  and  the  repretentation  in  Conmsa  consequently 
very  limited,  it  is  natural  to  expect  that  the  appropria- 
liona  made  by  the  Federal  Government  would  be  more 
likely  to  be  expended  in  tlie  vicinity  of  those  members 
thnnigh  whose  immediate  ftgency  tliey  were  obtained, 
than  if  the  funds  were  placed  under  Uie  control  of  tbe 
I..egishture,  in  whldi  every  county  of  the  State  lias  its 
own  representaliTe.  This  suppontion  does  nut  uecessa- 
lily  impugn  tlie  motives  of  such  Congressional  represen- 
tatively nor  is  it  so  intended.  We  are  all  sensible  of  the 
bius  to  which  tbe  strongest  minds  and  purest  hearts  are, 
under  such  circumstances,  liable.  In  respect  to  the  last 
objection,  its  probable  eflect  upon  the  dignity  and  iiide- 

Kcndence  of  the  State  Governments,  it  appcsra  to  me  on- 
r  necessar)'  to  stale  the  case  as  it  is^  and  at  k  would  be  if 
the  measure  proposed  were  adopted,  to  show  that  tite 
operation  is  most  likely  to  be  the  very  reverse  of  Uiat 
which  the  objection  supposes. 

In  the  one  case,  the  State  would  receive  its  quota 
the  national  revenue  for  domestic  use,  upon  a  fixed  prin- 
ciple, M  a  matter  of  right,  and  from  a  fund  to  the  creation 
of  which  it  had  itself  contributed  its  (air  proportion. 
fiuKly  there  oould  be  nothing  derogatory  in  thau  As 
matters  now  stand,  the  States  thentselres,  in  llieir  sove- 
reign character,  ace  not  untrequemly  petitioners  at  the 
bar  of  the  Federal  Legisklure  for  such  allowances  out  of 
tlie  nationid  treasury  as  it  may  comport  with  their  plea^ 
sure  or  sense  of  duty  to  bestow  upon  them.  It  canjiot 
'require  argument  to  prove  which  of  the  two  courses  is 
must  compatible  with  the  elBcient^  or  reapectability  of 
the  State  Governments. 

But  all  these  are  matters  for  discussion  and  dispasuou- 
ate  c(Hi^d««tton>  That  the  desired  adjustment  would 
be  attended  with  difficulty,afrords  no  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  attempted,  llie  effective  opcratiun  of  sucli  mo- 
tivea  would  liave  prevented  the  aduption  (rf*  Uie  Constitu- 
tion under  which  we  have  so  lung  lived,  and.  under  tlte 
benign  influence  of  wbicli  our  beloved  ciHialTy  has  so 
signally  ptospered.  The  framers  of  tluit  sacred  instru- 
moitt  bad  greater  difficuUiea  to  overcome,  and  tliey  did 
overcome  them.  I'he  patriotisw  of  tbe  people,  directed 
by  a  deep  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the  Union,pro- 
duced  mutual  conccs»on  and  reciprocal  forbearance. 
Strict  right  was  merged  in  a  smrit  of  compromise,  and  the 
result  has  consecrated  their  disinterested  devotion  to  the 


general  weal.  Unless  the  American  people  have  dege- 
nerated, the  same  result  can  be  again  effected,  whenever 
experience  points  (Hit  the  necessity  of  a  resort  to  the  sane 
means  to  uphold  the  fabric  which  their  fathers  Invc  rear- 
efl.  It  is  beyond  the  power  of  man  to  m^ke  a  nviem  oT 
government  like  ours,  or  any  tithcr,  operate  with  precise 
•quality  upon  Slates  ntuated  like  those  which  compose 
this  Confederacy;  nor  is  inequality  always  injiisl'ice.  Rve- 
ry  State  cannot  exprel  (o  sliape  the  measures  of  the  Ge- 
neral Goi-emmcnt  to  suit  its  own  particular  interests.  Hie 
causes  which  prevent  it  are  seated  in  the  nature  oS  thmgs, 
and  cannot  be  entirely  emnteracted  by  liuman  means. 
Hiitiial  fcH^earanee,  therefore,  becomes  a  duty  obligatwy 
upon  all;  and  we  may,  I  am  confident,  count  on  a  cheer- 
fiil  compliance  with  this  high  injunction,  on  tbe  part  nf 
our  cimstitiientv  It  is  not  lo  be  supposed  that  they  will 
object  to-  make  such  comparatively  inconsiderable  sscri- 
ficca  for  the  preservation  of  rights  and  privileges,  trhich 
other  less  fiivored  portions  of  tlie  world  MTC  in  vain  vad- 
ed  ihriHigh  ^eas  (rf*  blood  to  acquire. 

Our  course  is  a  safe  one,  if  it  be  but  fatllifiilly  adhered 
to.  Acquiescence  in  the  comtitutionally  expreaMd  vill 
of  the  majiirily,  and  the  exercise  of  tliat  will  in  a  spirit 
of  moderation,  justipe,  and  brotherly  kindness,  will  cob- 
stitiite  a  cement  which  would  forever  preserve  our  Union. 
Those  who  cherish  and  inculcate  seiitimeuta  like  these, 
render  a  most  essential  service  to  their  country  ;  whilst 
those  wlioaeek  to  weaken  their  influenci^  are,  Iwwerer 
conscientious  and  piaisewortliy  tiieir  intentions,  in  effect 
its  worst  enemies. 

ir  the  intelligence  and  influence  of  the  country,  in- 
stead of  laboring  to  foment  seotinnal  prejudices,  to  be 
made  snbsr-rvient  to  party  waiAre,  were,  in  good  faith, 
applied  to  the  eradication  of  causes  of  local  discontent, 
by  the  improvement  ef  oar  institutiaii%  and  by  fadlital> 
ing  their  adaptation  to  tbe  condition  of  the  time^  thti 
task  would  prove  one  of  less  difBculty.  May  we  not 
hope  that  the  obvious  interests  of  our  common  country, 
and  the  dictates  of  an  enlightened  patriotism,  will,  in  tbe 
end,  lead  the  public  mind  in  that  direction. 

After  all,  tbe  niture  of  the  subject  does  not  admit  of  a 
plan  wholhr  fiee  from  objection.  ThtX  which  has  for 
some  time  been  in  operation  is,  periiaps^  the  worst  that 
eonld  exist  t  and  every  advance  that  can  be  made  in  it» 
iirmrovement  is  a  matter  eminently  worthy  of  your  most 
deliberate  attention. 

Iti  a  verj'  possible  that  one  better  calculated  tu}eflrt^ 
tlis  objecia  in  view  may  yet  be  devi-ied.  It'  so,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  those  who  disapprove  of  the  past,  and  dis- 
sent from  what  is  proposed  for  the  future,  will  feci  it  their 
duty  to  direct  their  attention  to  it,  as  they  must  be  sena- 
ble  that,  unless  some  fixed  rule  for  the  action  of  the  Fe- 
deral Government  in  this  respect  b  established,  the  course 
now  attempted  to  be  arrested  will  be  again  icsorted  to. 
Any  mode  which  is  calculated  to  give  the  greateal  degree 
of  effect  and  harmony  to  our  legislation  upon  the  sub- 
ject— which  shall  best  serve  to  keep  the  movements  of 
the -Federal  Government  within  the  sphere  intended  by 
tiioBe  who  modelled-  and  those  who  adopted  it — which 
shall  lead  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  national  debt  in 
the  shortest  period,  and  impose  the  lightest  burdiens  up- 
on our  constituents,  shall  receive  from  me  a  cordial  and 
firm  support. 

Among  the  objects  of  great  nalionul  concern,  1  cannot 
omit  to  press  again  upon  your  attention  that  part  of  the 
Constitulion  -wliich  regulates  the  election  of  Preudent 
and  Vice  President.  The  necessity  fw  its  amendment  is 
made  so  clear  to  my  mind  by  the  observation  af  its  cvib, 
and  by  the  many  able  discussions  which  they  hdtve  elicit- 
ed on  the  floor  of  Coogrcss  and  elsewhere,  .that  1  should 
be  wanting  tu  my  duty  were  1  to  withhtdd  another  ex- 
pression of  my  deep  solitMtude  upon  the  subject.  Our 
system  ftnlunately  contemplates  a  recurrence  to  first  prin- 
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Tiint  (li«re  are  <tiveniiti<:!i  m  tlie  tiitere<iU  of  the  tUHur- 
pdlRtales  wliicli  contpostj  tliis  <i]ttciisivu  coii^'dKracy^ 
must  be  ailmitte<l.  Those  diverstlin,  u-itun);  t'l-uin  situa- 
tion, rlimule,  popiitalicHi,  aiul  ptirouit^'are  uuubtless,  u 
it  isimtiinU  tlicy  slimilil  be,  groutly  cxuf^ge rated  byjeu- 
lousi<;K,aiidthatnpirit  of  rivalry.sti insep^rRble  tVoni  nm^b- 
IvM'iiiff  communities.  These  circiimatanceit  make  it  tlic 
duty  uf  those  who  are  entrusted  with  the  management  ut' 
■iH  sfHiiru  to  neutfithxe  their  cflectM  ss  far  u  pmcticable, 
l>y  nuking  tlte  benvficial  epemtion  of  tlic  Ftnleml  Gi>- 
\  ci-nment  as  equiil  hiuI  equitable  ainoitf^  Uie  teveral 
Slutes  cull  Ih;  done  coinistently  with  t)tu  great  eihlii  »f 
i<s  inalitiition. 

II  is  oTity  necessary  to  refer  to  undoubted  facts,  to  see 
hi>w  far  ttic  fMut  acbi  uf  the  Guvcrnment  upon  tlie  uib- 
ject  umler  cuiiBidentioii  have  Allien  short  of  this  nbjeot. 
The  oxpendituRrs  heretofore  made  for  internal  impnive- 
mentii  anuiiint  to  iipwar<|j  uf  five  nuHions  ofdulkrii,  aitti 
liave  been  distributed  in  very  uneqita)  proportions 
anioiij^t  the  Slat«-s.  The  estimated  expense  of  wurks  of 
which  surveys  have  been  made,  together  with  that  of  oth- 
ers projected  and  partially  surveyed,  amount  to  more  titan 
iiinely-dx  millions  of  dollars. 

Tlitf  sucli  improvemeiils,  on  account  of  particular  teir* 
cuHMtaiices  niay  bo  more  ailvantageouJy  awd  beneA(!ial- 
ly  made  in  nomt  Stales  tlian  in  others,  is  duublless  truet 
but  that  they  arc  of  a  character  which  slioukl  prevent  an 
equitable  (hstributinn  <^  the  fuiMls  amongst  the  several 
SUtea,  is  not  to  be  conceded.  The  want  of  this  equita- 
ble distribution  cannot  fail  to  prove  a  prolific  aCHirce  of -ir- 
ritation amongst  the  Sutes.. 

We  have  it  ciuisUully  before  our  eyu,  that  professions 
»r  aupci  tor  zeal  in  the  cause  of  internal  improvement,  and 
a  disposition  to  lavisli  the  public  funds  upon  objecU  of 
(hat  character,  are  daily  and  earnestly  put  torth  by  aapi- 
rwits  to  power,  as  convtitutiHg  the  higliest  claims  to  the 
ountidencc  or  the  people.  Would  it  be  strange,  under 
such  circurostancca,  and  in  times '  of  gceat  excitement, 
that  grants  of  diia  desciiptmn  should  liiid  their  tnutives  in 
obJecu  which  may  not  aceunl  with  Uie  public  good? 
'ritose  wlio  have  not  tiad  occasion  to  see  aiul  regrut  the 
indication  of  a  unister  influence  in  tliese  matters  in  past 
times,  have  been  more  fortunate  than  myself  m  their  ob- 
servation of  the  course  of  pubbc  aifairs.  If  to  these  evils 
be  added  flie  combinations  and  angry  contentions  ta 
which  such  a  course  ol  things  gives  rise,  wUh  dieir  bale- 
ful H^iKiicea  upon  the  Irgnlatiun  of  Cougresa-  touching 
the  leading  and  appropriate  duties  of  the  Federal  Gu- 
vemmeiit,  it  was  but  doing  justice  to  the  clioracler  of  our 
people  to  expect  the  severe  condemnation  of  the  past 
which  the  recentexhibitiun  of  public  semiment  has  evinced. 

Nothing  short  ofa  radical  change  iu  tlie  action  uf  the 
Government  vt^n  the  sabji.-ct,  cal^  in  my  opinion,  reme- 
dy the  eviL  If,  as  it  would  be  nattiral  to  expect,  the 
Suites  which  have  been  least  &vured  in  past  appropria- 
tUiiiBihoukl  iiwat  OR  bcii^  redressed  in  those  heMalter 
to  be  made,  at  the  expense  of  the  States  which  have  so 
lurgely  and  disproportionately  participated,  we  hitve,  as 
nutten  now  sund,  twt  little  security  that  the  attemp. 
would  do  more  than  change  the  ineqiwlity  from  one  quar 
tur  to  aiwiber. 

Thus  viewing  the  subject,  I  have  heretofore  felt  it  ray 
duty  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  some  plan  for  the 
distribution  of  the  surplus  luiids  which  may  at  any  time 
remain  in  tlie  treasury  after  4he  national  debt  atutll  have 
been  paid,  among  the  Suies,  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  their  repfesentaUves,  to  be  apphed  by  Uwt*  to  obgecta 
of  internal  improvement. 

Although  this  plan  lias  met  with  faivw  in  smne  portioos 
tH  the  Uniuii,  it  liaa  also  elicited  ubjectiuu  Which  merit 
deliberattt  comitlention.  A  bnef  notice  of  these  ulyec- 
tieni  faere  wilt  hot,  therefore,  I  trust,  be  reSarded  as  out 
of  place. 


Tliey  rest,  :is  far  as  Uiey  liavc  come  to  my  knwwledge, 
on  the  following  grotiiids:  1st,  an  objection  to  the  ratio 
of  diiitril>iitioni  2ii,  an  apprehension  that  the  «fi«tencc  of 
such  a  re^ibtion  woidd  priKliicc  impnivident  and  oppres- 
sive taxation  fo  ruse  the  fundi*  for  disiribiititm;  oil,  that 
tlie  moile  proposed  would  leasl  to  the  construction  of 
works  ofa  local  nature,  to  the  exclusion  of  siicli  as  are 
gsiicml,  and  as  would  consequetitly  be  of  a  more  useful 
character;  and,  last,  that  it  would  CKale  a  discretlilnble 
and  injurious  dependence,  on  the  part  of  the  State  Co- 
vemmentfl,  upon  the  federal  power.  Of  those  who  ob- 
ject totlic  nitio  uf  representalioa  as  lite  b-isis  of  distribu- 
tion, some  insist  that  tlii^  imporCtlions  of  the  respective 
States  would  constitute  one  tluit  would  be  more  equita- 
ble; and  irtheni,  again,.  Iliat  Uie  extent  of  their  respec' 
tive  territories  wmud  fumtsll  a  standanl  wliidi  would  be 
more  expntlient,  aAd  suflft^itly  equitable.  The  ratio  uf 
reprcscntniion  presented  itself  to  my  mind,  an<I  it  still 
does,  as  one  of  obvious  equity,  because  »t  its  being  the 
:  r-jtio  of  contribution,  wlieUier  tlie  funds  to  be  distributed 
oe  derived  fn»n  the  customs  or  from  direct  taxation,  it 
dops  not  follow,  however,  that  its  adc^lion  is  indispensa. 
hie  to  tlie  establishment  of  the  system  propo^.  'I*here 
may  be  considerations  appertainii^  to  the  aubject  which 
woidd  render  a  departure,  to  some  extent,  from  the  rule 
of  contribution,  proper.  Nwia  it  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  basis  t^distribution  be  confined  to  one  gronnu. 
It  may,  if,  in  the  judgment  fif  those  whose  right  it  is  to 
fix  it,  it  be  doemed  politic  and  iust  to  give  it  thtf  charac- 
ter, have  regard  to  several. 

In  my  first  message,  1  stated  it  to  be  my  opinion  that 

it  is  not  protttMe  Uiat  any  ai^ustinentof  the  tariffupon 
principles  saiisfiictory  to  Ulte  people  of  the  Union,  will, 
until  a  remote  period,if  ever,  leave  the  Government  with' 
out  a  considetiible  surplus  in  the  treasury  beyond  what 
may  be  required  for  its  current  service."  1  liave  had  no 
cause  to  change  that  opinion,  but  much  to  cun5rm  it. 
Should  these  expectations  be  realised,  a  suitable  fund 
would  thu»be  proiluoed  for  the  plan  tuider  conrideration 
to  operate  upon;  and  if  there  be  no  mebfitnd,  its  adop< 
tion  will,  in  my  opinion,  work  no  injury  to  any  interest) 
for  I  cannot  a-tsent  to  the  justness  of  the  apprehension 
that  the  establishment  of  the  proposed  system  would  tend 
to  the  enconr^ment  of  improvident  legislation  of  the 
character  supposed.  Whatever  the  proper  authority,  in 
the  exercise  «  constitutional  power,  sliall,  at  any  tima 
hereafter,  decide  to  be  for  the  general  good,  will,  in  that 
as  in  oUier  respects,  deserve  and  receive  the  acquiet* 
cenceand  support  of  the  whole  country;  and.wc  have 
ample  security  tliat  every  abuse  of  power  in  that  regard, 
by  the  agents  of  the  people,  will  receive  a  speedy  and 
effectual  corrective  at  their  hands.  The  views  whifUi  I 
take  of  the  futifrc,  founded  on  the  obvious  and.increaMnr 
tmprorament  of  all  classes  of  our  feUow-^tizeiiai  in  inteC 
ligence,  and  in  public  and  private  virtue,  leave  me  with- 
out much  apprenenrion  on  tliat  bead. 

1  do  not  doubt  that  those  who  come  after  us  will  be  as 
much  alive  as  we  are  to  the  obUgtalion  upon  all  the  trtis- 
tees'of  political  power  to  exempt  those  for  whom  they 
act  from  all  unnecettary  burdensi  and  as  sensible  of  the 
great  truth,  that  the  resources  of  the  nation,beyood  those 
required  foe  the  nsmediate  and  neeesMuy  purposes  of 
Government,  can  no  where  b«  so  well  deptisited  ss  in  the 
pockets  qS  the  people. 

It  may  sometimes  happen  that  the  inierests  of  particular 
Sutes  would  not  be  dverocd  to  coincide  with  the  general 
interest  in  relation  to  improvement  witluii  such  States. 
But,  if  tlie  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  Uiis  source  is 
nifficient  to  require  it,  a  discretion  miglit  be  reserved  to 
Congress  to  ilhvet,  to  such  improvements  of  a  geaenU 
chanicter  as  the  States  concerned  nigbt  not  be  disposed 
to  unite  in,  the  application  of  the  quotas  of  those  States, 
under  the  restrictran  of  confining  to  each  Slate  tlic  ex* 
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peiiditure  ol  lit  apprapruite  quota.  It  xmy,  howeTer,  be 
•ntimed  as  a  ufe  ^neral  nile)  Itiat  mch  improvements 
as  serve  to  increase  the  proBperiiy  of  the  mpective  States 
in  which  they  are  made,  by  givin)^  new  fiwilitie^  to  trade, ' 
ami  thereby  augmenting  the  wealth  and  comfort  their 
inhabitants,  constitute  the  sorest  mode  of  qonrerring  per- 
manent and  Bubi^ittal  adranUges  upon  the  whale.  1'he 
Mrenrth,  as  well  as  the  true  glory,  of  the  confe<leracy,  is 
main^  founded  on  tlie  prosperity  and  power  of  ihe  seve- . 
ral  mnependent  sovereignties  of  which  it  iscitmposed, 
and  the  certainty  with  whicli  they  can  be  braiiglit  into 
successful,  aelive  co-operatian,throtigH  die  agency  of  the 
Federal  Goremment.  * 

It  11^  nwreorer,  within  the  knowled^re  of  mch  as  ire 
■tan  eonvenant  with  puhlie  atFairs,  that  schemes  of  in- 
ternal ioipTovcment  have,  from  time  to  tine,  been  pro 
posed,  which,  from  their  extent  and  Meinin|^  magnifi- 
cenee,  ware  reganled  as  o(  national  conctimment;  but 
which,  upon  fuller  consiilenttiun  and  further  axperiencc, 
would  now  be  rejected  with  great  unanimity. 

That  the  plan  under  consideration  would  derive  impor- 
tant advantages  from  its  certainty;  and  that  the  monej-s 
•et  apart  for  tliete  purposes  vouU  be  more  judiciously 
applied  and  ccononucalfy  ezpendetl  under  the  direction 
(rf'the  State  Legislatures,  in  which  every  part  of  each 
State  is  immediately  represented,  cannot,  1  thuik,  be 
doubted.  In  the  new  Slates  particularly,  where  a  com- 
paratively small  population  is  scattered  over  an  extensive 
Buiface,  and  the  rej)resentalion  in  Cowreas  consequently 
very  limited,  it  is  natural  to  expect  that  the  iqipropria- 
itons  made  by  the  Vedcrd  Govemment  would  be  rom 
likely  to  be  expended  in  the  vicinity  of  those  members 
thnnigh  whuse  immediate  agency  tliry  were  obtaineil, 
than  V  the  fiinds  were  pbced  under  the  control  of  the 
legislature,  in  which  every  county  of  the  State  has  its 
own  representative.  'I'his  supposition  does  not  necessa- 
rily impugn  llie  motivea  of  audi  OongKasioiial  repreaen* 
tativen  nor  is  it  so  iMended.  We  ar«  all  sensible  of  the 
bias  to  which  the  strongest  minds  and  purest  hearts  are, 
under  such  circumstances,  liable.  In  respect  to  the  last 
objection,  iis  probabla  eftiect  upon  the  dignity  and  inde- 
pcndence  of  the  State  (iovemments,  it  appears  to  me  on- 
ly nccessar)  to  state  the  case  as  it  and  as  it  would  be  if 
the  measure  proposed  were  ^optedt  to  show  tliat  tlie 
Iteration  is  most  likely  to  be  the  very  raverae  of  tliat 
which  tlie  c^jection  supposes. 

In  the  one  case,  the  State  would  receive  its  quota  of 
the  national  revenue  for  domeslic  use,  upon  a  fixed  prin- 
ciple, as  a  matter  of  right,  rikI  Irom  a  fund  to  tlie  creation 
of  which  it  had  itself  contributed  ita  fair  proportion. 
Surely  there  could  be  nothing  derogatory  in  thaL  As 
matters  now  stand,  the  States  themselves,  in  their  sove- 
Kign  cliaracter,  are  not  untrequeiuly  petitioners  at  Uie 
bar  of  the  Federal  I^slalure  for  such  allowances  out  of 
the  national  treasury  as  it  may  comport  with  their  plea^ 
sure  or  sense  of  duty  to  bestow  upon  them.  It  cannot 
'require  argument  to  prove  which  of  the  two  coutKS  is 
most  compatible  witli  the  efficienqr  or  reapectability  of 
the  State  Governments. 

But  all  these  are  matten  for  discuauon  anddispasnon- 
ate  considenitiont  That  the  desired  adjustment  would 
be  attended  with  (liffieulty,aifords  no  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  attempted.  The  effective  operation  of  such  mo- 
tives would  have  prevented  the  adoption  tlie  Constitu- 
tion under  which  we  have  so  long  lived,  and  under  tlie 
benign  tufluencs  of  whicli  our  beloved  country  has  so 
signally  ptospered.  The  Avmers  of  that  sacred  instru- 
ment had  gnaater  dilBadties  to  overcome,  and  tliey  did 
overcome  them.  The  patriotism  of  the  jieople,  directed 
by  a  deep  cunviotion  or  the  importance  ol'  the  tJnioit,pro- 
duccd  mutual  concession  and  reciprocal  foriiearancc. 
Strict  right  waa  merged  in  a  spirit  of  compromise,  and  the 
result  lias  consecrated  their  disinterested  devotion  to  the 


general  weal.  Unless  the  American  people  tuve  dege- 
nerated, the  same  result  can  be  again  effected,  whenever 
exnerienee  points  uiit  the  necessity  oT  a  resort  tn  the  aaiBC 
means  to  uphold  the  fabric  which  their  bthera  have  rear- 
ed. It  is  beyond  the  power  of  man  to  m^ke  a  8)'stem  of 
govemmrnt  like  ours,  or  any  other,  operate  with  precise 
ct|uality  upon  States  ntiiated  like  those  which  compose 
this  CfHifetlency;  nor  is  inequality  always  injuaitce.  Eve- 
ry Slate  csnnnt  expect  fo  sliape  the  measures  of  the  Ge- 
neral Gm  cmment  to  suit  its  own  particular  interests.  The 
causes  which  prevent  it  are  seated  in  the  nature  of  things, 
and  cannot  be  entirely  caunteracted  by  human  means. 
Mutual  forbearance  therefore,  becomes  a  duty  obligator}- 
iipon  allt  ami  we  may,  1  am  confident,  count  on  a  cheer- 
fiil  compliance  with  this  high  uijuiiction,  on  the  part  f  J* 
our  constituents.  It  is  not  (o  be  supposed  that  they  will 
object  to  make  such  comparalivel}'  inconsider^le  sacri- 
fices for  the  preservation  of  riglits  ami  privilege^  which 
odier  less  hvmrd  portions  of  the  world  have  in  nin  wad- 
cil  ihruMgti  aeas     blood  to  acquire. 

Our  course  iss  safe  one,  if  it  be  hut  fiithhilly  adhered 
to.  Acquiescence  in  the  conatit^itiunally  expressed  will 
of  the  majority,  and  the  exercise  of  tliat  wiU  in  a  ^irit 
of  moileratian,  justipe,  and  brollicriy  kindness,  will  con- 
stitute a  cement  which  would  forever  preserve  o»r  Union. 
Those  who  cherish  and  inculcate  senliments  like  these, 
render  a  most  essential  service  to  their  coimtry  ;  whilst 
those  who  seek  to  weaken  their  influence,  are,  however 
conscientious  and  praiseworthy  Uieir  intentions,  in  effect 
ita  woMt  enemies. 

If  the  intelligenee  and  influence  of  the  country,  in- 
stead of  laboring  to  foment  sectional  prejudices,  to  be 
nufle  subservient  to  party  warfare,  were,  in  good  fiiith, 
applied  to  the  endication  of  causes  of  local  discontent, 
by  the  improvement  of  our  institutions,  and  by  facilitat- 
ing their  adaptation  to  the  condition  of  the  timei^  this 
task  would  prove  one  of  less  difficulty.  May  we  not 
hope  that  the  obvious  interests  of  our  common  counliy, 
and  the  dictates  of  an  cnliglitened  patriotism,  will,  tn  the 
end,  lead  the  public  mind  in  that  direction. 

After  all,  the  nature  of  the  subject  does  not  admit  of  a 
plan  wholly  free  from  objection,  lliat  which  haa  for 
Bome  time  been  in  operation  is,  periiapi^  the  worst  that 
could  exist;  and  every  advance  that  can  be  made  in  iu 
improvement  is  a  matter  eminently  worthy  of  your  most 
deliberate  attention. 

Iti  s  very  pcnsible  tint  one  better  calculated  ttifefiVct 
tlta  objects  hi  view  may  yet  be  devi'feil.  If  bo,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  those  who  disapprove  of  the  past,  and  dis- 
sent from  wliat  is  proposed  for  the  future,  will  feel  it  tkeir 
duty  to  direct  their  attention  to  it,  as  they  must  be  sensi- 
ble tliat,  unless  some  fixed  rule  for  the  action  of  the  Fe- 
deral Govemment  in  this  respect  Is  established,  the  course 
now  attempted  to  be  arrested  will  be  resorted  to. 
Any  mode  which  is  calculated  to  give  the  greatest  degree 
of  effect  and  harmony  to  our  legislation  upon  the  wb- 
ject — which  shall  best  serve  to  keep  the  movements  of 
the -Federal  Govemment  withui  the  sphere  intended  by 
those  who  modelled-  and  those  who  adopted  it — which 
shall  lead  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  national  debt  in 
the  shortest  period,  and  impose  the  ligliteat  burdera  up- 
on ourconstituCnts,  shall  receive  from  me  a  coital  and 
firm  support. 

Among  the  objects  of  ^eat  natiOHM  conceim,  1  cannot 
omit  to  press  again  upon  your  attention  that  part  of  the 
Constitution  which  regulates  the  election  of  President 
and  Vice  Prerident.  The  necessity  for  ita  amendment  is 
made  so  clear  to  my  mind  by  the  observation  of  i*.s  e\-ila, 
and  by  the  many  able  discuarions  which  they  have  eUcit- 
ed  on  the  floor  of  Congress  and  daewhere,  that  1  diouU 
be  wanting  to  my  duty  were  I  to  withhold  another  ex- 
pression ot  my  deep  solicitude  upon  the  subject.  t>«r 
system  fortunately  contemplates  a  recurrence  to  first  prin- 
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ciplcv,  ilifrePiii;^,  in  this  rps|»*-ct,  from  k)I  tlial  have  pre 
crtled  it,  ami  .scciiriitf^  it,  I  tnist,  eqiially  a^iiiiit  tliu  ili; 
cay  and  tUc  c<MiiinulkHi!i  witicli  liuve  iiiarkct.1  pro- 
l^ress  of  other  Uovernmenls.  Oiir  fullow-cilizeiiii,  loo, 
who,  in  prut>ortion  i<t  their  love  of  liberty,  kee(»  a  atemly 
eye  up^n  ihe  means  of  BiiAtaiiiitifif  it,  do  not  require  to  be 
reminded  of  Uie  duty  they  owi'  lii  t.iemselves  to  remedy 
all  c^iitial  defects  ill  )u>  vilnl  a  part  of  their  system. 
WhileUieyare  sensible  tliat  every  evl  aHeiiditnt  iijion 
its  operatiiiii  is  not  necessarily  indicaUveor  a  bad  orfpini- 
zationi  but  may  proceed  from  temporary  causes,  yet  the 
liabitua)  presence,  or  even  a  uiiigle  instance  of  evils 
which  can  be  clearly  traced  toanorKaiticdefeot,  will  not, 
I  trust,  be  brerl<iake<l  tliroiif;h  a  too  scnipiiluiis  veneni> 
ti»n  for  the  work  cV  their  ancefltora.  'Hie  Constitution 
was  an  expcritiieiit  committed  to  the  virtue  uiul  iiitull  • 
^ence  of  the  Rrcat  masn  of  tnn  c»Mintrymen,  in  whoM 
rankslhe  framersof  it  themfielves  were  to  perform  ihc 

tiart  of  patriotic  observatioi)  and  scrutiny ;  aiul  if  lliey 
lave  passed  from  the  stage  of  exntcoce  witl)  an  iiicrtu- 
ed  confidence  in  its  general  adaptation  to  our  condition, 
we  should  leani  from  authority  so  high  the  duty  of  forti- 
fying' tite  pointi  in  ii  which  time  provea  to  be  exnoscd, 
rather  than  be  detvtred  ttorn  approachin|(  them  by  the 
suggcslionii  tif  tew,  or,Uie  d'ictales  of  miaplaced  rever- 
cnce.  - 

A  provWon  which  does  not  secure  to  the  people  a  di- 
rect clioice  of  their  Chief  Magistrate,  but  has  a  tendency 
to  defeat  their  will,  presented  to  my  mind  such  an  incon- 
itislcncy  with  the  general  spirit  of  our  instiiiitions,  that  t 
ttaa  intiuced  to  suggest  for  your  consideration  the  substi- 
tute whicji  appeared  to  me  at  the  aaine  time  the  most 
lifcely  to  correct  tlie  evil  aiul  '.u  meet  the  tiews  of  our 
constituents.  The  most  matiira*  reflection  since  has  added 
strength  to  the  belief  tliat  the  best  interests  of  our  coun* 
try  require  the  speedy  adoption  of  some  plan  calculated 
to  effect  this  end.  A  contingency  whicli  sonielimes  pla- 
ces it  in  the  power  uf  a  Nngle  member  of  the  House  of 
Rcprescatatives  to  decide  an  election  of  so  high  and  so- 
lemn a  character,  is  uiijust  to  the  people,  'and  becomefi, 
when  it  occurs,  a  source  of  cnibarmssment  to  the  inilivi* 
duals  thus  brou^t  into  power,  and  a  cause  of  distrust  of 
the  repfeseiitalive  bocly>  Liable  as  the  cotifvderucy  is, 
from  it*  great  rjUent,  topailies  founded  upon  sectioiKil 
interesls,  and  to  a  corresponding  raultipHcatkon  of  candi- 
dates fur  the  Presii<lency. '  Wxc  tendency  of^he  con»Utii- 
tion^l  reference  to  the  llouiie  uf  Itepresentativcs,  is,  to 
devijlve  ibc  election  upon  that  body  in  almost  every  in- 
stance, and,  wliatever  choice  may  then  be  made  among 
the  candidates  thus  prcseiiteil  to  them,  to  swell  the  .influ- 
ence of  particular  interests  to  a  degree  iiiconsistsiU  with 
the  general  gooJ.  The  consequences  of  this  feature  of 
the  Constitution  appear  far  moi'e  threatening  to  the  peace 
and  integrity  of  tlic  Union  than  any  which  i  can  conceive 
a»  likely  to  result  I'rom  tlie  simple  legislative  action  of  the 
Federal  Government. 

It  was  a  leading  object  with  the  framers  of  tbe  CoiV' 
s^ituticMl  to  keep  as  scpunttu  as  possible  the  action 
of  the  Legishtive  aiul  Executive  branches  of  the  Go- 
vernment. To  secure  this  object,  nothing  is  more 
essotitial  than  to  preserve  the  former  from  the  temp- 
tations of  private  imcrest,  and,  ihercrorw,  so  to  direct 
the  paLrmiage  of  the  latter  as  not  lo  pecaiit  »ich  temp- 
tations to  lie  offered.  Kxpvtience  abundiiutly  demon- 
strates that  every  precaution  in  this  respect  is  a  valuable 
safeguanl  liberty,  and  one  which  my  reflections  upon 
the  tendencies  of  our  system  incline  me  to  think  should 
be  made  still  stronger.  It  was  for  this  reason  that,  in 
connexion  witli  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  re- 
moving all  intermediate  agency  in  lite  choice  of  tlie  Pre- 
sident, (  recummendcil  some  rcstTiclinns  upon  the  re-eli- 
gibility Of  that  officer,  and  upon  the  tenure  uf  olHces  ge- 
nerally.   Tbe  reason  ttitl  exists)  tuia  I  renew  tb^  re- 


commcndaliun,  witli  an  Increased  confidence'  that  its 
iiilopiiun  wilt  i.treiigthen  those  checks  by  which  the  Con- 
stitution dfsigiied  to  eeciu^  the  independence  of  each 
department  of  the  Government,  and  promote  the  health- 
ful and  eqiitlahle  administration  of  all  the  trusts  whicti  it 
has  created.  The  agent  most  likely  to  contmrenu  this 
design  of  Ihe  Constitution  is  the  Chief  Magistrate.  In 
order,  particularly,  that  iiis  appointment  may,  as  fkras 
jiossible,  be  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  any  improper 
iiifliiences;  in  onler.lhat  he  may  approach  the  solemn  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  highest  olllce  in  the  gift  of  a  free 
people,  uncommitted  to  any  other  course  tlian  tiie  strict 
line  of  constitutional  duty  j  and  tliat  the  aeciuities  for 
this  independence  may  be  rendered  as  strong  as  the  na- 
ture of  power,  and  the  weakness  of  its  possessor,  will 
admit,  I  cannot  too  earnestly  invite  your  attention  to  the 
propriety  of  promoting  such  an  amendment  of  the  Con« 
stiiutioii  as  will  render  him  ineligible  after  one  term  of 
service. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to<  announce  to  Congress  that  the 
benevolent  policy  of  the  Goremmeilt,  steadily  pursued 
(or  nearly  thirty  years,  in  relation  to  the  i^movsj  of  the. 
Indians  beyond  the  white  settlements,  is  approaching 
to  a  happy  consummation.  Two  important  tribes  have 
accepted  tlie  provision  made  fbr  their  removal  at  the  last 
session  of  Congr^  ;  And  it  is  believed  that  thtir  exam- 
ple will  induce  the  remaining  tribes,  also,  to  seek  the 
same  obvious  advantages. 

The  cottsequences  of  a  speedy  removal  will  be  im- 
portant to  tbe  United  States,  to  imiividual  States,  and  to 
the  Lvjians  themselves.  The  ]>ecuniary  advantages  which 
it  promises  to  the  Government  are  the  least  of  its  re- 
commendations. It  puts  an  end  to  all  possible  danger 
of  collision  between  the  autfiorities  of  the  General  and 
State  Governments,  on  account  of  tbe  Indians.  It  will 
place  a  dense  and  civilized  population  in  lai^  tracts  of 
country  now  occupied  by  a  few  savage  hunters.  By 
opening  the  whole  territory  between  Tennessee  on  the 
north,  and  Louisiana  on  the  south,  to  the  'settlement  of 
the  whites,  it  will  incalculably  strengthen  tbe  southwesl-- 
ern  frontier,  and  render  the  «^acent  Slates  strong 
enough  to  repel  future  inyasion  without  remote  aid.  It 
{till  relieve  ttie  whole  State  of  Mississippi,  and  the 
western  part  of  Alabama,  of  Indian  occupancy,  and  ena- 
ble tiiosc  States  to  advance  rapidly  in  population,  wealth, 
and  power.  It  will  aeparbte  the  Indiaus  from  immediate 
contact  with  settlements  of  whites ;  tree  them  from  the 
power  ^  the  States  ;  enable  them  to  pursue  ha^funeM 
in  tJieir  own  way,  and  under  tlinr  own  rude  Institutions  t 
will  retard  the  progress  of  decay,  which  is  lessening  tlieir 
numbers  ;  and  perhaps  cause  them  gradually,  under  the 
protection  of  the  Government,  and  through  -the  influence 
of  good  counsels,  to  cast  off  their  savage  habits,  and  be- 
come an'  interesting,  civilized,  and  Cbtistian  community. 
Tlieic  consilience:!,  some  of  them  so  certain,  and  the 
rest  so  probable,  mike  the  complete  exeeution  of  th« 
plan  sanctioned  by  Congress  at  Uieir  last  session  an  object 
of  much  solicitude. 

Toward  the  aboriginea  of  the  counlty  no  one  can  in- 
dulge a  more  friendly  feeling  than  myself,  or  would  go 
further  in  attempting  to  reclaim  titcm  trom  their  wander- 
ing liabits,  and  make  theni  a  happy  and  prosperous  peo- 
ple. [  have  endeavored  to  impress  upon  them  ray  own 
solemn  Convictions  of  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  Ge- 
neral Government  in  rebition  to  the  State  authorities. 
For  the  justice  of  the  laws  passed  by  the  SUtes  within 
the  scope  of  tlieir  reserved  powers,  they  are  not  respon- 
sible to  this  Government. '  As  itulividuala,  we  may  enter* 
tain  and  express  our  opinions  of  their  acta  i  but,  as  a  Go- 
vernment, we  have  as  little  r^;ht  to  contiel  them  as  we 
have  to  prescribe  laws  to  Aireign  naUons. 
With  a  full  undersUndtng  of  the  subject,  the  Choctaw 
id  CluckaMW  tribes  lave,  with  great  unaniDUty,  deter> 
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mined  to  avfil  themselvci  of  the  Itbenl  offers  presented 
bjr  file  act  of  CoitfrMS,  and  have  agrenl  to  remove  be- 
yond the  Misantippi  river.  Treatic*  have  been  mtilc 
with  them,  which,  in  due  season,  will  be  submiltett  for 
connderation.  In  negotiating*  these  treaties,  \\\vy  were 
nude  to  HnderMaiid  their  true  condition  ;  and  th<;y  have 
prcferml  maintaining^  their  independence  in  the  Western 
forests  to  submitting  to  the^aws  of  the  S^les  in  which  tbey 
now  rettde.  These  treaties  beinf  probably  the  bat  which 
will  ever  be  made  with  them,  are  characteriied  by  f^tttA 
liberality  an  the  part  of  the  Gaveniment.  They  give  the 
Indiana  a  Hberal  sunt  iu  coiiBideration  of  tlieir  removal.arwl 
comfortable  subsistence  on  theirarrival  at  their  new  homes. 
If  it  be  their  real  interest  to  maintain  a  separate  existence, 
tbe^  will  there  be  at  liberty  to  do  so  without  the  incon- 
vemwees  and  vexations  to  wUch  they  would  umraida- 
ktv»  been  subject  in  Alabama  and  HisMsripni. 
^  Humaniijr  has  often  wept  over  the  fate  of  the  abori- 
gines of  this  country ;  and  philanthropy  has  been  long 
buaily  employed  in  devising  meanu  to  avert  it.  But  iu 
progress  has  never  Tor  a  montent  been  arrested  ;  and  one 
Jiy  one  have  many  powerful  tribes  disappeared  from  the 
eirth.  To  follow  to  the  tomb  the  but  of  bia  nee,  and  to 
tread  on  the  graves  of  extinct  naUons,  exates  melancho- 
ly reftectiont.  Sut  true  philanthropy  reconeiles  the 
mind  to  these  vicissitudes,  as  it  does  to  the  extinction  of 
one  iftneration  to  make  room  for  another.  In  ihe  mo- 
numents and  fi>rtres8ss  of  an  unknown  people,  spread 
over  the  extensive  regions  of  the  Wear,  we  behold  tlte 
memoriali  of  a  once  powerful  race,  which  was  extermi- 
inated,  or  has  disappeared,'  to  make  room  fat  the  existing 
Mvsgc  tribes.  Nor  is  tlicre  any  thing-  in  this,  whicli. 
Upoit  t  compreheuaive  view  of  the  geiteral  Interests 
the  human  race,  i«  to  be  regretted,  philanthropy  could 
not  wish  to  see  this  continent  retrtured  to  the  condition 
in  Vhich  it  was  fouml  by  our  forefathers.  What  good 
OMtn  wMdd  prefer  a  eouiitiy  covered  with  forests,  and 
imnnd  by  »  few  thouHnd  savagei^  to  our  extensive  re- 
pubuc,  studded  with  cities,  towns,  and  prospcruus  raimsj 
emb^llidud  with  all  the  improvements  which  art  can  de- 
TiMj  or  industry  execute;  occupied  b^  more  than  twelve 
millions  of  happy  people,  and  hlled  with  all  the  blessings 
of  liberfy,  civilization,  and  religion  > 

The  present  policy  of  the  Government  is  but  a  conli- 
nufttion  ^  the  same  progressive  cliange,  by  a  milder 
procem.  The  tfUtes  wliidi  occupied  the  countries  now 
cmitituling  Um  Baatent  States  were  aniiihiktetl,  or  have 
melted  away,  to  make  room  fur  the  whites.  The  waves 
of  population  and  civilization  are  rolling  to  itte  West, 
ward  {  and  we  now  propose  to  acquire  the  countries  oc> 
cupiei  by  the  red  men  of  the  SouUi  aiidWeat,  by  a  fnir 
excbaage,  and,  at  the  expense  of  the  U.  Stales,  to  send 
them  to  a  land  where  their  existence  nmy  he  prolonged, 
and  perhaps  made  perpetual-  Doubtless  itrwill  be  paintul 
to  leave  the  graves  of  tbdr  (athersj  but  what  do  they  more 
than  our  aacestondid,or  thau  ourcbildii;»  are  iiowdoing^ 
To  better  their  condition  in  an  unknown  land,  our  fure- 
fatliers  left  all  that  was  dear  ia  eartlily  objects.  Our  chil- 
dren, by  thousand^  yearly  leave  the  land  of  their  birth,  to 
seek  new  homes  in  distant  regions.  Doea  humanity  weep 
at  these  painful  separations  horn  every  thing,  animate  and 
inanimate^  with  which  the  young  heart  has  become  en- 
twined ?  far  from  it.  It  ts  rather  a  source  of  joy  that 
our  countiy  affords  scope  where  our  young  population 
may  range  unconstnuned  in  body  or  in  mim^  developing 
the  power  and  fiiculties  of  man  in  their  highest  perfec- 
tioii.  These  remove  hundreds,  and  ahnuMt  thousands  of 
nules,  at  thrirowa  eiqwosc,  purchase  the  lands  they  oc- 
cupy, and  support  themselves  at  Ibeir  new  Iwme  from 
the  montent  o*  their  arrival.  Can  it  be  cruel  in  tlus  Go- 
vernment,  wher^  by  events  wliicli  it  cannot  control,  the 
Indian  is  made  discontented  in  bis  ancient  home,  tu  pur- 
^asc  bis  lands,  to  give  fai^i  a  new  and  extensive  terri- 


tory, to  puy  (he  expense  ofhia  removal,  and  support  him  a 
year  in  his  new  Nlicle  '  Hnw  many  ihiHisanda  ik  oar  awn 
people  wiHtId  gladly  embrace  the  opportunity  uf  n-mov- 
iiig  to  the  west  un  such  conditions  !  Ifllie  offers  nude 
to  the  Indians  wcru  cxtemltd  to  them,  tliey  wtmld  be 
hailf-d  with  gratitude  and  joy- 
Ami  is  it  supposed  tint  tlie  wandering  savage  tia«  a 
strou^r  attHCliment  to  his  home,  than  the  settled,  civi- 
lized Christian  ?  Is  it  more  afRiciing  to  him  to  leave  the 
graves  of  his  fathers,  than  it  is  to  our  brotltera  and  chil- 
dren ?  Bightly  considered,  the  policy  of  the  General 
Government  towards  the  re4l  man  is  not  only  liberal  but 
generous.  He  is  unwilling  to  ttubmit  to  the  laws  of  the 
States,  and  mingle  witli  their  population.  To  save  him 
fromtbis  alternative,  or  perhaps  utter  annihihtioo,  the 
General  Government  kilimy  offers  him  a  new  home,  and 
pronwea  to  pay  the  whole  expense  of  his  removal  ami 
settlement. 

In  tlie  consummation  uf  a  policy  originating  at  an  ear- 
ly period,  and  steadily  pursued  by  every  adminiBtntioii 
within  the  present  century — so  just  to  the  States,  and  so 
generoira  tu  the  ItidiaMS,  the  Kxecutive  feeb  it  has  a  riglii 
to  expect  the  eo-opention  of  Oongreai^  and  of  all  good 
and  disinterested  men.  The  States,  moreover,  have  a 
riglit  to  ttemand  it.  It  was  substantially  a  part  of  the  com- 
pact  which  ntade  tlierA  memburs  m  'our  confederacj'. 
With  tJeorgia,  tliere  ia  an  express  contract  j  with  the 
new  States,  an  implied  one,  of  equal  obligation.  Wliy, 
in  autlMxizing  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Uississjp- 
pi,  and  Alabama,  to  form  constitutions,  and  become  aepa- 
rate  Stutes,  did  Congress  iixhide  wtthin  thtir  limits  ex- 
tensive tracts  of  Induui  lands,  and,  in  some  instances^ 
powerful  Indian  tribes  >  Was  it  nut  understuad  by  both 
parties  tlwt  the  power  of  the  States  was  to  be  co-exten- 
dive  with  their  hmits,  antfthat,  with  all  convenient  des- 
patch, the  General  Government  sliould  extinguish  tlte  In- 
dian title,  and  remove  every  abatructioa  to  the  complete 
jurisdiction  of  the  State  Govnnmenta  over  the  soil  ^ 
Probably  not  one  of  those  Slates  would  have  accepted  a 
separate  existcDce— certainly  it  would  never  have  been 
granted  by  Congress — bad  it  been  iindersloud  that  they 
were  tu  be  cuafined  forever  to  Uiosc  sm^  portions  of 
tlieir  nominal  territory,  the  Indian  title  to  which  had  at 
the  timelKenextinguyied. 

It  id,  therefere,  a  duty  which  this  Gaverament  awes  to 
the  new  States,  to  extinguish,  as  soon  as  posuble,  tlie  In- 
dian tillc  to  all  4ands  which  Congress  themselves  have  in- 
cluded wiLliiii  tlieir  limits.  Wlieii  this  ia  done,  the  du- 
ties of  the  General  GoveriimeiU  in  relation  to  the  States 
and  Indians  within  tlieir  linuts  are  at  an  end.  l*he  In- 
dians may  leave  the  State  or  liot,  as  tliey  choose.  The 
purclme  of  tlieir  lands  dues  not  aUer,  in  the  least,  tlieir 
personal  relations  with  tlie  State  Government.  No  act 
of  tlie  General  Government  haa  ever  been  deemed  neces- 
sar]- to  give  the  States  jurisdiction  over  the  persons  ofilie 
Indians.  That  tbey  puitseas,  by  virtue  of  their  sorereign 
power  within  their  own  limits,  in  as  full  a  manner  b^bre 
as  after  th<:  piircluuM;  01*  the  Indian  Iwds  i  nor  can  this 
Goveininent  add  to  or  dimiiiitih  it. 

May  we  not  hope,thcrefbre4hat  all  gacMl  eitizena,and  none 
mure  zealously  than  thoae  who  think  the  Indians  oppres- 
sed  by  subjection  tu  the  laws  of  the  States,  wilt  unite  la 
attempting  to  open  the  eyes  of  those  children  of  the 
forest  to  iheir  true  condition,  And,  by  a  speedy 'remm-al, 
to  relieve  them  from  tlie  evils,  real  or  imaginary,  prcseut 
or  pnwpeclive,  witli  wliicli  they  m:4y  be  supposed  to  be 
thrc-ateiied.  ^  . 

Among  the  numerous  causes  of  congratubiion,  the 
conditiun  of  our  impost  revenue  deserves  spe<»al  men* 
tion,  inasmuch  as  it  i>n>misefl  the  meaiA  of  ext  iflguishing 
the  public  debt  sooner  than  was  anticipatcil,  mmI  fumish- 
e.s  u  stmn^  illustration  of  the  practical  eftkcts  of  the  pre- 
Mnt  tariff^  upon  our.  commercial  uiterests. 
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The  objector  the  uriff'  is  tMected  to  by  some  u  un- 
coiisUtuiioitsl  ;  and  k  in  coiiriJeted  .by  almost  all  as  de- 
fectire  iti  nwity  of  i(a  |iart&. 

■  The  power  to  imptMe  duties  on  importa  orieinally  be- 
loiif;ed  to  the  several  StkUm.  The  Fight  to  adiuat  those 
duties  with  a  view  to  the  encounffement  t^domeatic 
bnitches  oT  industi/is  so  complete^  inodetitri  to  tiiat 
power,  that  it  is  ditficuh  to  suppose  the  existence  of  the 
on*  without  the  other.  The  States  have  deleg;ated  their 
whole  Authority  overimporta  to  the  General  GoTernment> 
withtnit  limitatton  or  restrictioti,  savuw  ihe  tery  iiiconM- 
tleraUe  reservaiion  ralatii^  to  their  infection  laws. — 
This  authority  hann;  thui  entirely  puned  from  the 
Slates,  the  right  to  ezeroae  it  for  the  purpotie  of  protec- 
tion does  not  exist  in  them ;  and,  consequently,  if  it  be 
not  possessed  by  the  General  Governmeiit,  it  must  be  ex- 
tinct. Our  potiticHl  system  would  tliua  preaent  the  ano- 
maly of«  people  stripped  of  the  right  to  t'oatcr  tlieir  own 
induatiy,  and  to  counteract  the  most  selfish  and  destruc- 
tive policy  wMdi  m^ht  be  adopted  by  foreign  nations. 
Tbia  surdy  cannot  be  the  case:  itila  indispensable  power, 
thus  nitrendered  by  the  Slates,  must  be  within  the  scope 
of  th«  aulbori^  on  the  subject  expres^y  delegated  to 
Congress. 

In  this  conclusion,  I  am  confirmed  as  well  by  the  opin- 
ions of  PrcMdenU  Washington,  JeflTenon,  Madison,  and 
Monroe,  who  have  each  repeatedly  recommended  the 
exercise  nf  tiiit  rMit  under  the  ConatltiitiDn,  as  by  the 
uniform  practice  of  Congreai^  the  continued  acquteacenoe 
'of  the  States,  and  the  genetml  undentani!iiig  of  the 
people. 

The  difRculties  of  a  mare  expedient  ailjuitment  of  the 
present  tariff*,  although  great,  are  far  from  being  insiir. 
mountable.  Some  are  unwilliog  ti>  improve  any  of  its 
part^  because  they  wdiikl  destroy  the  wh<^:  othAs  fear 
to  touch  tlie  objectionable  p-tfUj  lest  those  they  approve 
ahould  be  jcopardied-  I  am  persuaded  that  the  advocates 
of  these  conflicting  views  do  injuniice  to  the  American 
jieople,  and  to  their  Representatives.  The  general  inte- 
rest is  the  interest  of  each:  and  my  confidence  Is  entirb, 
tliat,  to  ensure  the  atloption.  of  such  modific^ilions  o(  the 
tariff'  as  the  general  interest  requires,  it  is  only  necessary 
that  that  interest  should  be  unoeratnod. 

It  ifl  an  infirmity  of  our  natuA  to  mingle  our  intert-Us 
and  prejudices  with  the  operation' of  our  reasoning  pow- 
ers, aiKX  attribute  to  the  objects  of  our  likes  and  dislikes 
qualities  they  do  not  possess,  and  elFecta  tliey  cannot 
produce.  The  effects  of  the  present  tariflTare  doubtless, 
overratetl,  both  in  its  evils  and  in  its  advantages.  By  one 
class  of  reaaooers,  the  reduced  iirice  of  cotton ^and  other 
agricoltutal  products  is  aicribea  iriioUy  to  its  Inflaenoe, 
and  by  another,  the  reduced  price  of  manufiu^ured  arti- 
cles. The  probability  is,  that  neither  opinion  approach- 
es the  truth,  and  thut  both  are  induced  by  that  influence 
of  interests  and  prejudices  to  wliich  I  have  referred. 
'I1ie  decrease  of  prices  extends  tluroughout  the  commcr- 
cial  Wurid,  embracing  not  only  the  raw  material  and  the 
imnufactared  article,  but  provisions  aiul  lamls.  llie 
cause  raiutMtherefure,  be  deeper  and  mure  pervading 
tlun  the  tariff  of  tlte  United  States.  It  may,  in  it  mea- 
tttirc.'be  attributable  to  tlie  increased  value  of  the  pre- 
ciouii  metvia,  produced  by  a  diminution  of  the  supply, 
aiud  all  inci-caac  in  tlte  demand  ;  while  commerce  has  ra- 
pidly extended  itsulf,  and  population  has  augmented. 
The  supply  of  gold  and  wlver,  the  general  medium  of 
escliange,  has  been  gruatly  interrupted  by  civil  convul- 
siuns  iu  Uie  cvunlries  from  wliich  they  are  principally 
aniwn.  A  part  of  the  ell'uct,  tooi,  is  doubtless  owing  to 
an  increase  of  o|>er^tives  and  improvements  in  machine- 
ry. Uut,  on  ihewholo,  it  is  questionable  whether  the 
reductiuti  in  the  price  of  lands,  produce,  an^  roanuliu:- 
turcs,  ha«  been  greater  than  the  appreciation  of  thestak- 
dard  of  vahie. 


While  the  chief  object  of  dutia  should  be  revenue, 
they  may  be  so  adjusted  as  to  encmirage  manu&ctiu«a. 
In  this  adjustment,  howeven  it  is  the  duty  uf  Ihe  G» 
vemment  to  be  guided  by  the  general  good.  ObjeoU  of 
national  importance,  a|one,  ought  to  be  protected  ;  of 
these  the  productions  of  oar  soil,  our  mines,  and  our 
workshops,  essential  to  natiomd  defence,  oocuny  the  8rst 
rank.  Whatever  other  species  of  domestic  indusUv:  ha- 
ving tlw  importance  to  which  [  have  referred,  may  be 
expected,  after  temporary  protection,  to  oonipettt  irith 

foreign  labor  on  equal  term^  merit  the  mme  attention  in 

a  subordinate  degree. 

The  present  tarifi  Uses  sMDe  of  the  eomfbfta  of  Mc 

unnecessarily  high  «  it  undertakes  to  protect  interests. 

too  local  and  minute,  to  justify  a  general  exaotkm  i  end 

It  also  attempts  to  fbroe  some  kinds  of  nwniifac^ireiL  ftw 

which  the  countiy  is  not  ripe.    Much  retief  will  be  deri. 

ved,  in  some  fiftheae  respects,  from  the  nKHUiesoCywr 

last  session. 

The  best,  as  well  as  fairest  mode  of  determining  wbe- 
tiier,  from  any  just  considentioni^  a  particular  interest 
<Mtght  to  receive  protection,  would  be  to  lubnut  the  qa«»< 
tion  singly  for  deliberation.  If,  after  due  examination  of 
Its  merits,  unconnected  with  extraneous  considerations- 
such  as  adcsiie  to  sustain  a  general  system,  or  to  pur- 
chase support  for  a  difTerent  interest— it  should  enlist  in 
itxftvora'hiajerityirf'the  Representatives  of  the  people, 
there  can  be  littie  duigcr  ofwrong  or  injury  in  e^usUng 
the  tariff,  with  reference  to  ^ts  protective  «fl'eet^  if 
'(rilvimiriy  just  prin^ple  were  honertly  adhered  toi  the 
branches  of  industry  whtch deserve  protection,  would  be 
saved  from  the  prejudice  excited  against  them,  when 
thai  protection  forma  part  of  a  system  by  which  pwtiona* 
of  the  country  fee^or  conceive  themselves  to  be,  oppress- 
ed. What  is  mcalcidably  more  Important,  the  irtW  prin- 
ciple of  our  nrstem— that  principle  which  reqtBrai  aequU 
escence  in  the  irill  of  the  majority— woidd  be  secure 
from  the  discredit  and  danger  to  whiefa  it  is  exposed  by 
the  acts  uf  majorities,  fWnded,  not  on  identi^  of  con- 
viction, but  on  combiiuAions  of  smidl  minoritM%etitered 
into  fur  the  purpose  of  mutual  as^stance  in  measuves 
which,  rating  solely  on  their  own  merits  could  never  be 
carried. 

I  am  well  aware,  that  this  is  a  subject  o(  so  muehdeii* 
cacy,  on  account  of  the  extended  interests  it  involves,  as 
to  require  tliat  it  should  be  touched  with  the  utmost  cau- 
tion }  and  that,  while  an  abandonment  of  the  policy  in 
which  it  originated— ft  poUcy  coeval  with  our  Oovem- 
meni,  and  pursued  through  successive  administrations, 
is  neither  tp  he  expected  or  desired,  the  people  have  a 
right  to  4eaand,-and  have  demanded,  that  it  be  so  modi- 
fied as  to  comet  abuses  and  obviate  injustice. 

That  our  deliberations  on  this  intetestiiw  subject 
should -be  UQinfluenced  by  those  partizan  coimicts  that 
are  incident  to  f^e  institutitms,  is  the  fervent  wish  my 
he-xct.  To  make  this  great  question,  wluch  unhappily  so 
much  divides  and  excites  the  public  TDuid,  subservient  to 
the  short-sighted  views  of  fitction,  mint  destroy  all  hope 
of  settling'  it  satisfcctorily  to  the  grot  bod^  irf'  the  peo- 
ple, and  for  the  genenl  interest.  1  cannot,  therefbre,  on 
taking  leave  of  the  subject,  too  earnestly  tor  my  own 
feelings  or  the  common  good,  warn  you  against  the 
blighting  consequences  of  sucti  a  coursel 

AcooRlingto  the  estimates  at  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, the  receipts  m  the  treasui^  dorii^  the  present  year 
will  amouvt  to  twen^-four  miHions  one  hundred  and 
sixty-one  thousand  ana  eighteen  dollan,  which  will  ex* 
ceedby^  about  three  Idindred  thouaand  dollars  the  esti- 
mate presented  in  the  last  annual  report  of  tiie  Secretary 
uf  the  Treasury,  l^e  total  expenditure  during  the  year, 
exclusive  of  public  debt,  is  eatunated  at  thirteen  mWiona 
seven  hundred  and  forty-two  thoumod  three  hundred  and 
eleven  doUats;  ami  the  psjoaeiit  on  acoomit  of  pdb- 
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ttc  debt  for  the  Mine  period  will  Uave  been  eleven  miU 
lioM  three  hundfed  and  fifty-four  thouwn'l  nx  liundred 
and  thiKy  dolUrs  «  leaving  a  balance  iit  the  tre^ry,  on 
the  first  of  Janiuryi  1831»  of  four  miHium  eight  huiulrcc) 
and  nineteen  thvuaaiid  seven  hu^red  and  ei^ty-tme 
dpllars. 

In  eunnexlon  wiUi  the  condition  of  our  BnaiiccB,  it  uf- 
folds  me  pleasure  to  renurlc  tliat  judicious  and  efficient 
amngements  bsvc  been  made  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ncnt  fixe  tecurinfr  the  pecuniary  responsibility  of  lite 
public  officers,  an^  the  more  punctual  payment  of  the 
public  dues.  The  rev  enue  cutter  service  has  been  or- 
ganized, and  placed  on  a  good  footingt  and,  aided  by  an 
increase  of  inbpecton  at  exposed  points,  and  the  rvgula- 
liont  adopted  under  the  act  of  May,  183U,  forthe  iiiapec- 
tkm  and  appiwwmeiit  or  merclwhUac,  have  produced 
much  inprovenent  in  die  execution  of  the  laws,  aaid 
lAore  seeurity  agMnst  the  cosnmisuon  of  frauds  upon  tlie 
revenue.  Abiiaesr  in  the  alluwancea  fiK*  fishing  bounties 
have  also  been  corrected,  and  a  material  saving  in  that 
branch  of  the  service,  thereby  effected.  In  additiun  to 
these  improvements,  the  system  of  expenditure  for  sick 
■eamen  belonging  to  the  merdiant  servioe  hps  been  re- 
Tised  I  and,  by  bein^  rendered  uniform  and  economical, 
the  benefits  of  the  lund  applicable  to  thia  object  have 
been  usefully  extended. 

The  proBpei'ity  of  uur  country  is  also  fnrthei'  evinced 
by  the  increased  revenue  arising  from  the  sale  or  public 
lands,  as  will  appear  from  the  report  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Oiflee,  and  the  documents  accoai- 
paOT'Og  )<«  whieh  we  b'erevith  transmitted.  I  beg  leave 
to  mm  vour  attention  to  this  repml,  and  to  tlie  proprie- 
ty of  maldng  early  appropriationt  for  the  objects  which  i  t 
speidfiea. 

Your  attention  is  again  inviteil  to  the  subjects  connect- 
ed wiUi  that  portion  of  the  public  interests  entrusted  to 
the  War  De^wrtment.  Some  of  them  were  referred  to 
in  ny  former  message;  and  thei' are  presented  in  detail 
in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  oi  War,  herewith  submit- 
ted. 1  refer  you,  also  to  the  report  of  that  officer  fur  a 
knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  Army,  fortifications,  arsen- 
als, andbidian  affaiBiallof  whicli,  it  wilt  be  perceived, 
have  been  guarded  with  zealous  attention  and  care.  It 
iaworthptn  your  consideration  whether  the  drmamenu 
necesBBiy  tot  the  fiirtificalions  on  our  maritime  frontier, 
which  are  now,  or  shortly  will  be,  completed,  should  nxA 
be  in  readiness  sooner  thai  the  customary  appropriations 
will  enable  the  Department  to  provide  them.  This  pre- 
caution seems  to  bedue  to  the  general  sy  stem  of  fortifica- 
tion  which  Iws  been  sanctioned  by  Congrens)  ami  is  re- 
cooHnended  by  that  maxim  uf  vriadom  which  us  in 
peace  to  prepare  for  war. 

I  nfyrymi  to  the  report  of  the  Secrotaty  of  the  Navy 
for  %  bignly  satisfitctoiy  accnuiit  uf  Uie  manner  in  which 
the  concerns  of  that  Department  have  been  coudncteU 
dujingtbe  present  year.  Our  pumtion  in  relation  to  the 
most  powerful  nations  of  the  eartl),  and  the  pruscnt  coii- 
diUon  of  Europe,  edmoitiab  usto  clierish  this  arm  of  our 
national  defence  witli  peeiifiar  CMe. .  Separated  by  wide 
teas  fiiom  all  tboae  Governments  whoM:  |iower  we  mij^lit 
have  reason  to  dread,  we  have  nothing  to  appi^hend  from 
attempts  at  ixinquest.  It  is  chiefly  altackn  ujiun  our 
commerce,  and  harassing  inroads  upon  our  coast,  against 
which  we  have  toguanl.  A  naval  force  adequate  to  the 
protection  of  our  commerce,  always  afloat,  with  an  accu- 
mulation of  toe  means  to  give  It  a  rapid  extension  in  case 
el  need,  furiustiea  the  power  by  which  all  auch^t^reuious 
may  be  prevented  w  repelled.  The  attention  uf  iIk  Go- 
vernment has  thertfore,  been  recently  directed  more  to 
preserving  tiie  public  vessels  already  built,  and  providing 
matenab  to  be  placed  in  dep^t  for  future  use,  iJwn  to  in- 
creasing  their  number.  With  the  aid  of  Congress,  in  a 
few/earsf  the  GQv^rnment  wiU  be  prepared,  in  ckk  of 


emeigeitcy,  to  put  sAuat  a  powerful  Navy  of  new  ^psal- 
nwst  as  aoon  as  old  ones  could  be  repaired. 

llic  modifications  in  this  part  uf  the  service  su^estvd 
ill  my  last-annual  mettsagf,  which  arc  noticed  mere  in  de- 
tail in  the  re]tort  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  are  again 
recommeniled  lu  your  serious  attenlion. 

Tlie  report  uf  the  I'ostiiiaslor  UcnCral,  in  like  manner, 
cxliibits  -a  satisfactory  view  of  the  important  bnnch  uf 
Uie  (iovernmeiit  under  his  charf^e.  In  addition  lu  the 
benefits ~drcady  secured  by  the  opei»tions  of  the  Past- 
office  Department,  consideirable  improvements,  within  the 
present  year,  have  been  made,  by  an  increase  in  tlte  ae- 
coinmodjiitioii  atlorded  by  stage  coaches,  and  in  tbe  fre- 
tjuency  anil  celerity  uf  tlie  mjilbetween  aonie  of  the  moat 
important  points  of  the  Union. 

Under  the  late  contract!^  improvements  Ime  been  pro- 
vided forthe  southern  section  of  the  country,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  an  annual  saving  made  of  upwanU  of  aeventy- 
two  tliousand  dolUn.  Notwitlistanding  the  excess  of  ex- 
pemlilure  beyond  the  current  receipts  for  a  few  years 
past,  necessarily  incurred  in  the  fulfilment  of  existing 
contracts,  and  in  the  additional  ex|ienses,  between  the 
periods  of  ctmtractlng,  to  meet  tiie  demandt  created  by 
the  rapiil  growth  and  extension  of  our  flourishing  country, 
yet  the  satisfactory  fusunuwe  is  given,,  that  the  fiiture  re- 
venue of  the  Department  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  its  ex- 
tensive engi^fements-  The  system  recently  introduced, 
that  subjects  its  receipli  and  <lis>)ui-!icmet)t s  lo  strict  regu- 
lation,* >UB  entirely  fulfilled  its  ilesign.  It  gives  full  ai> 
sui-ance  of  the  iMmetual  transmission,  as  well  as  the  seru-  ' 
nty,  of  the  funils  of  the  Department.  The  effioiencyend 
industry  of  its  officers,  and  the  ability  tad  energy  tff  eon- 
tncturs,  justify  av>  increased  confidence  in  its  continued 
prosperity, 

'I'lie  attention  ol  0on^re5.s  wus  caHed,  on  a  former  occi- 
sion,  to  the  iicccsntv  ul  such  a  loodifiution  uf  the  office 
of  Attorney  General  uf  the  United  States  as  would  render 
it  more  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  public  service.  This 
resulted  in  the  establishment  uf  the  office  of  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury  i  and  the  earliest  measures  were  taken  to. 
give  effect  to  tiic  provisioiu  of  the  law  which  authorized 
the  appointment  of  that  officer,  and  defined  his  duties. 
But  it  IS  aol  believed  tliat  this  proviuon,  however  useful 
in  it«eir,  is  calcubted  to  luperscde  the  necessity  of  ex- 
tending the  dutiesand  powenof  the  Attorney  Genentl's 
office.  On  ihe  contrary,  t  am  convinced  that  the  public 
interest  would  be  greutly  pruinott'd  by  giving  to  that  offi> 
cer  the  general  superintendence  of  the  various  law  agent* 
oTtlie  Government,  anil  of  all  Uw  proceedings,  whether 
civil  or  criminal,  in  which  the  United  SUtes  may  bcni- 
terested  ;  allowing  lu  htm,  at  the  same  time,  such  a  com- 
pensation 4s  would  enable  iiim  to  devulit  his  undividcil  at- 
tention to  the  pubhc  btisincu.  I  think  .  »icl|  a  pruvisioii 
is  alike  dtie  to  the  public  ainl  to  the  officer. 

Occasions  of  reference  frurn  the  different  Bxccutive 
Departments  to  the  Attontcy  Gcni  jnil  are  uf  frequent 
Dceiirrcnce. {  and  the  prompi  dcci^-un  of  the  questiotw 
referred,  tends  much  tu  fiicilitate  the  de&|>alch  uf  buu- 
nevi  in  those  Departniviits.  The  repnrl  of  tiie  Secf«lary 
of  llic  Treasury,  licrclo  ap[)cnded,  idiows  lils&  a  branch 
of  the  public  service  nut  specifically  enlni>tud  loany 
officer,  which  might  be  advaiilageuUsly  Cum  nitted  tu  tlie 
Alluniey  General. 

But,  inUepenJently  of  those  considera'.iuns  thiii  office 
is  iiuw  one  of  daily  tl^ity.  H  was  originally  orgjiuie  t. 
and  ils  compensation  fvxod,  Willi  u'view  to  oocasional  iicr- 
vice,  leaving  to  the  inciiinVnt,  time  fur  the  txcrcisc  ul 
hiii  profc&ston  in  privatc  practice.  The  slate  u|  tiling, 
wliicli  warnuiled  such  an  urg^iiiza'.ion  no  longertixist^ 
The  frequent  daims  upon  the  services  uf  tliis  c^cec 
wuuld  render  hik  absence  from  the  Seat  of  Government, 
in  prufessional  attendance  upon  the  courts,  iiijun<mslu 
the  public  service  t  and  the  iitU-rcsU  uf  the  G^veniment 
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couUi  not  bit  to  be  prumoted  by  chargini^  liim  with  the 
^'-n.:ml  ttupeniitmiiteiici:  of  ull  its  le^il  concerns. 

UiiikT  A  slru.ig  convijlioii  ut'  tlie  Justiiciu  of  tlicac 
iiiig);«9liuua,  I  recomntL-iid it  lu  Cuntrrcss  tuirukti  titc  ne> 
ccvsury  prurisitine  tvr  s^^  i**^  eH'ccI  tu  Ui<:iii,  and  to  plctce 
tlie  Attorney  Geiierul,  in  regard  to  cunipcnsation,  on  tlie 
Mine  footinj^  willi  lite  l(i:ad:>  of  tlie  iieveral  Kxccutivc  Uu- 
{Mrtntents.  To  tliis  utiicei-iniglit  iiUo  be  irUruited  a  ct^tir- 
zance  of  the  uiiKCsof  insolvency  in  public  debtors,  <;»pti- 
cisKy  if  the  v'mwh  wiiicli  1  suJiuitteil  on  tliis  aubjeot 
kuit  yeartlioitid  mi;et  tlie  itpprub;ition  of  UaiigTeiu--4o 
wliich  I  9g*ia  sulicit  yunr  utlciitton. 

Your  ftttention  is  respecUdly  invitcd-to  tlie  uilujlion  of 
the  District  of  Cotumbia.  Pluced,  by  tlie  CoiMtitutiuii, 
under  the  exc^lsil't^  jurisdiction  aiul  control  of  Congress, 
this  District-is  ccrixinly  entitled  to  a  mucli  greater  sIiatc 
uf  its  coiiskte ration  than  it  bait  yet  receiVL'd-  TUere  is 
a  want  ot  unifor.nity  in  its  laws,  particularly  in  Uiese  of 
a  peital  cliaracter,  wtiich  increases  Llie  ttzpense  of  tlieir 
adminUtratiot),  and  subject  Uie  people  tu  all  Uic  iocun- 
veiiieuces  which  result  troin  the  opera;tioi)  of  difTeceitt 
Codes  in  BO  stn.ili  a  Icmtory.  On ,dilf eruiit  side:*  uf  the 
Votoniac,  the  same  offence  is  punishable  in  unequal  de- 
grees ;  and  the  peculiarities  of  many  of  the  early  Jaws  of 
Maiylaiid  and  Virginia  remain  in  force,  not\villi»tiiiid(ti^ 
their  repugnance,  in  sotnc  cases,  tu  the  iiuprovemeiits 
which  have  superseded  them  in  thuse  Stntes. 

Besides  a  remedy  fur  these  evils,  which  is  loudly  eali> 
eU  fur,  it  is  respectfully  submitted  whether  a  pnnisioii, 
authoriaing  the  election  of  a  Delegate  to  represent  ihe 
wants  of  the  citizens  nf  tliis  Uialnct  on  the  flour  uf  Con- 
gress,  is  not  due  lo  them,  and  tu  tliu  character  uf  our  Go- 
ventmenU  No  poi  tiuii  uf  our  citizens  aliuuld  be  wittiwut 
a  practical  enjoyment  uf  the  priuciplesof  treedum;  and 
tliereis  none  iiiorc  imporUnt  than  llut  whicli  vi^llivatea 
a  proper  relation  between  the  goventors  and  lite  govern- 
eJ.  |[Dperj\:ct  as  this  nuut  be  in  tliis  case,  yet  it  tu  be-, 
licvcd  that  it  wuuld  be  greatly  impruvcd  by  a  represeiUa- 
tion  in  Con^^rcss,  wilit  the  ^ime  privileges  tlut  are  allow- 
ed to  that  of  tiic  other  I'ett-itunes  ol'lhu  Oiiited  SUles. 

'I'he  peiiiteiituiry  a  ready  foi-  tlie  receptioii  of  coiivicLi, 
aiid  only  awaits  ilte  nccesaary  legtslaUoii  tu  put  it  into 
operation;  as  one  object  of  wltich  I  beg  leave  to  recal  to 
your  attention  tlie  propriety  of  providing-  stiitable  com- 
pensation for  the  oflliccrs  changed  with  its  ii<s|)ectioii. 

The  importance  of  the  priiusfples  involred  iu  the  hiqui- 
ry,wUether  it  will  be  prsper  to  recliatler  the  Uauk  uf  the 
United  StateSi  requires- that  i  ahouM  again  call  Uie  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  the  subject.  Nothing  iw»  occurred 
to  lessen,  in  any  degree,  tlic  'daii^nt  which  many  of  our 
citizens  apprehend  from  Itiat  institution,  tb  at  present  or- 
ganized. In  the  spirit  uf  improvement  and  cuinpruinise 
wliicli  dislinguisUey  Our  country  and  itb  inalilutiuns,  it  be- 
c.iiiies  us  tu  tmitiii'U  whether  it  be  not  pusjible  10  liecura 
tlic  advantages  ull'urded  by  tlic  prusunt  H*n'n  through  llie 
ugen<7  ol'a  Uank  of  Uie  United  States  so  iiKKlified  in  its 
principles  audstrucluru  a^  to  oi>viate  coiuiitutioiud  and 
other  objections 

It  in  Uiuught  practicable  lo  ui-gaiiiKc  such  a  bank,  witli 
the  necesiary  ulliceia,  att  a  branch  ut  the  Treasury  Ue- 
p,(rtnieiil,  ba'ied  un  Inu  puMic  and  imhridiial  dejiUBiteji, 
without  |H)wer  tu  make  lu^lis  or  purchase  p!operty,wliich 
^lall  remit  the  IiiikU  uf  ihe  iiuverninent,  and  the  L-x,>cn- 
ttbd  ut'  wliicli  may  be  |>aid,  if  ihuugirt  advisabre,  by  alluw- 
■itg  lis  (iriicent  lu  sell  bills  of  excuiuige  to  private  inJivi- 
dualaal  M  muderutc  preniinm.  Nut  being  a  corporate 
bo.Iy,  having  no  stuckholder^,  debloh%  or  |>ruperiy,  und 
but  tiiw  oftic«-'r?),  it  wuuii  nut  be  ubnuxiuu^  ti»  tlie  cun- 
stituliuiial  objei^Uuiis  whicUare  urged  against  tlie  pivsent 
bunki  and  liaving  no  means  tu  upcratu  on  the  liopeii, 
fears,  or  interests  of  Urgb  inajitus  ol' ttw  uuinmuiitty,  it 
would  be  sborn  ul-  ttie  iiilluetiCe  which  makes  Uial  bank 
tbrmidjbl«.    The  States  would  be  atniiiglbuned  by  liav- , 


ing  in  their  hands  the  means  uf  furnishing  the  local  paper 
currency  through  their  own  banks;  while  ilic  B,*nk  uf 
the  United  States  tliotigti  issuing  no  paper,  would  check 
the  inRiies  of  tlie  State  banks,  by  taking  their  iiole.^  in  dc- 
posile,  and  (or  exchaiij^e,  only  so  lung  as  they  continue 
to  be'redeeiDed  with  speciu.  In. times  of  public  emergen' 
cy,  the  capacities  of  such  an  inslitutinn  might  be  enlal^d 
by  legislative  pruvisions- 

The.->e  suggestions  are  mitde,  noi  so  mucli  as  a  i-ecom- 
mendatiun,  as  with  a  view  of  calling  the  attention  of  Coif 
gresa  to  the  possible  modifications  of  a  system  which  can- 
iWA  continue  to  exist  in  its  present  form  withoift  occa- 
sional coliiuons  with  the  lociu  authorities,  and  perpetual 
appreiiensiuns  and  disc;>atent  on  the  part  of  ttie  States 
and  ^iie  people. 

In  conclusion,  fellowcilizent,  allow  me  to  invoke,  in 
behalf  of  your  deliberatiuns,  that  spirit  of  conciliation 
aitd  diwntcu^cdneas  wliich  is  the  gift  of  patriotism.  Un- 
der an  overruling  and  mercilul  Providence,  the  agency 
of  this  spirit  has  tliiis  far  been  sigiialixei  in  the  prospe- 
rity and  glory  of  our  bcloVed  country.  &Uy  its  iiinuehcu 
be  eternuL. 

ANUBBW  JACKSOX. 


IIEPOBT  OF  THB  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

War  Dkpaktmkst,  Dk.  1,  I8J0. 
Tif  l/te  Frmdent  of  Ihe  Ifaikd  UtaUa. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honifr  to  make  known  to  you  tbe 
operations  uf  this  t>(>partment  during  the  present  year, 
and  to  Oder  such  snirgestions  as  appear  to  me  nccessuiy 
to  be  presented.  The  Army,  at  the  difTsrent  positions  it 
has  occiipifd  along  rmr  "western  and  southern  frontiers, 
has  been  pngage<l  in  preserving  qtiiet  in  thAse  quar- 
ters, aiid  lias  fiilly  wcceeded.  Fern  were  entertained  of 
a  serious  rupture  with  some  of  our  northwestern  tribes 
Indians  ;  but  the  presence  uf  a  military'  force,  and  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  proper  discretion  on  the  part  of  those  tu  whom 
the  trust  f>f  rl'conciling  them  was  confided,  has  had  the 
effect  to  prevent  it,  aiid  peace  lias  been  the  consequence. 
Similar  appreliens'ions  h^ve  recently  been  entertained  of 
tbe  Indians  who  reside  on  our  southwestcm  bouiKlary, 
and  preeMitionary  steps  have'been  txken  topreventany 
acts  of  hottitity.  The  vi|plance,  InteUieence,  nn  J  discre- 
tion, uf  our  utiicers,  induce  a  belief  that,  oy  their  exertions, 
these  distant  tribes  can  be  retained  al  pi:ace  wiUi  each 
other.  Occa<«on^d  intemiptioiu  haVe  arisen  trum  maraud- 
ing paKies,  who  range  tlirough  the  forest,  and,  at  points 
ilistaiit  from  our  posts,  eumniit  ilepredMions :  (liese  acts,  in 
turn,  pi-odttce  retaliation.  It  is  im||iorl«iit .  to  prohibit 
these,  a^ressttms,  if  |MMS)bl$,  thoi^'  no  other  phm  can 
be  suggeKted  tliat  what  hasiflready,  liei:etcif(H-e,  been  |in:- 
Bellied,  viz  :  an  authority  tu  employ  a  delaclimcnb  of 
inuuHted  troops-  These,  runguig  through  the  country  at 
irregulaF  perimls,  would  ilv ntnch  more  towards  preserve 
iiig  peace  with  mir  Indian  tribes,  ami  ({iiiet  Aung  uur 
borders,  tliuii  could  be  effected  tlirough  any  aiigmcuta* 
tion  uf  uvir  posts. 

I  regrat  to  my  that  deseilions  from  the  Army  are  nut 
of  lesi  frequent  occurrence  than  hereiufore-  'I'he  num- 
ber, for  the  priTStrii'.  year,  will  exceed  one  tliuiis  ind,  V.*- 
riuus  elt'ortfi  have  bei'n  made,  and  lluiiiy  iheui'ies  suggest- 
ed,lo  arrest  an  evil  so  injurioub  tu  the  uperatioiis  andchu* 
racier  of  an  Army.  None  tiavc  succeeded  !  'I'he  bene* 
vuleiit  intention  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  last  winter, 
wliich  took  fit>Hi  the  oflence  the  penalty  ofduaUi,  and  in 
obedience  to  Uie  spirit  sf  whicli  all  past  on'ences  of  the  kind 
were  by  ymi  directed  to  be  forgivuii,Jiai  had  no  restrain- 
ing, no  salutary  effect,  1  am  not  an  advoqtte  for  the  sever- 
ity uf  jienaltics.  'The  hope  of  reward,  more  frequently  than 
the  tear  of  p^ntsluncnt,  operates  beneficially  upon  man- 
kind.  A.  resort  tu  both  tngbt  be  s(.n-iceiibl«.  While 
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p«n«Hte«  cotresponding  with  tdc  nature  of  the  offence 
might  be  imposeil  upon  itcUnqiieiiUi,  the  faithful  and  good 
aoktier  sliwild  be  cheered  wiili  the  expvctmtioii  of  reward. 
To  this  end,  an  authority  to  make  sume  reuon^le  con- 
penntioii  to  those  who  obtain  an  honorable  dtgehm^ 
ahoilld  he  granted.  In  cxinlormKy  to  this  uphiiun,  1 
would  take  occasiuH  to  mggeM,  that,  while  aome  ade- 
quate penalty  he  itnpOKd  lor  ao  gnMs  a  violation  of  du(^ 
as  litat  uf  ahaniU>ninr  a  aervice  vohmtmrily  assumed,  tt 
inay  also  be  provided  lliat  the  soldier  who  serves  faith' 
fully,  and  is  honorably  discharged,  ^hall  reerivei  at  th« 
temtination  of  his  enfis'.ment,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollar*'  Let  him  receive,  instead  of  his  present  psyi  four 
dollani  per  month,  retaining  the  rcuduc,  payable  at  tbc 
end  of  service.  The  difference  in  expense  thus  created 
to  the  Government,  tbrthe  five  years  of  eiilistment,  would 
he  but  sixty  dollan  ;  which  increase,  it  is  hoped  and  be* 
lieved,  will  be  more  than  .compensated  fbr  by  a  saving  in 
the  expenses  which  are  incurred  under  the  present  sys- 
tem ofreatnining  detertion.  The  amount  retained  ahouM 
be  'forfeited  itt  at  my  time,  tiie  soldier  desert  the 
service.  It  might  operate  as  a  strong  in^ntire  to  good 
conduct,  and  would  serve  as  a  fund  at  the  close  of  his  en- 
gagement, by  wRicb  to  establish  him  in  some  advant^e- 
ons  pursuiL  By  the  present  mode,  he  retires  from  the 
Army  dependent  ami  poor  as  he  entered  t  *nd  often,  in* 
stokd  of  returning  for  a  time  to  his  fanuly,  enters  the  An 
my  contrary  to  Ins  inclination,  induced  only  by  his -pover- 
ty and  wants.  Uissatiifoction  takes  place,  and  desertion 
Rdlovs. 

Kepeated  efforts  liave  been  made  to  arrest  this  grow- 
ing evil  ;  and  they  should  be  cuntintied,  so  long  as  there 
is  a  hope  of  remedy.  The  loss (o  the  service  isnotso  ma* 
teriaL  I'he  great  fhar  tliat;  ui  peace,  the  pnuttice 
may  becdkie  so  fVcquent  and  familiar  as  in  war  to  loaie 
Uiat  odium  vhicli  sliould  attadi  tu  so  aggravated  an  of- 
fence. 

Recently,  by  an  order  from  tbc  War  Uepvtment,  the 
whiskey  part  uf  the.ration  Ium  been  taken  away,  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  how  far  a  theory  frequenUy  introduced 
might  be  practically  productive  ofbenefit.  "Hme  has  not 
been  aflbrded  to  test  the  experiment  i  but  little  confi- 
dence is  reposed  in  tlie  aUetftpt.  if  the  plan  Buggested— • 
the  giving  enlar|red  compensatiou  to  the  oou-commisnon* 
ed  otficers'which  evety  soldier  may  aspire  to  be— sliall 
fhil  to  produce  a  remedy,  1  kiMw  not  what  otiier  can  be 
attempted  with  any  reasonable  prospect  of  success.  In 
peace  the  soldier  is  not  stimulated  by  that  buoyancy  which 
in  war  indueea  him  U>  asiure  tu  promotion  through  gal- 
lantry ami  good  coikIucL  To  b«  a  uon.commia8ioned 
olHcer  is  that  he  can  hope  for  or  expect.  To  pUce 
diis  ckas  of  officers  on  a  mure  advantageoua  and  respect- 
able fboting,  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  a  spirit  of  emula. 
tton-amongst  the  soUierB,  might  prove  liighly  serviceidile. 
'lite  wiljject,  being  one  of  importance  is  at  leut  worthy 
uf  consideration  aiid  experiment. 

Connected  with  tlie  Aftny  is  the  Utlitary  Academy  at 
West  I'oint.  llie  benefidal  effects  which  have  been  pn>. 
duccdtotlie  country  already,  and  the  more  enlarged  ones 
which  are  in  prospect  from  this  valuable  institution,  ren- 
der it  matter  uf  importance  tlmt  it  shonld  be  maintained 
itpuii  its  present  liberal  plan  and  principles.  The  edu- 
ctttiiig  of  two  hundred  and  fflly  young  geiiileriteti,  seh-cted 
from  every  State  in  tite  Untol^  caiinui  fail  to  cany  with  it 
);eiieral  advantages  and  benefits  corrci|)ondent  to  the 
«lemands  it  pruluCes  on  tlw  Trt:»>itry.  But,  a|<urt  from 
this,  tiK-  eductttitni  ubuined  theiv  licitig  of  a  military  cha- 
racter, Uie  benclits  dilTuMsd  through  every  s6ctiuii  of  our 
(Wintry  cunnut  but  prmu  highly  sahilary  wltcn  it 
slialj  again  he  involved  in  war>  Tbe  infivnialiun  which 
is  acquirrd  there  is  earned  In  the  several  States :  tlit-se 
yuuiig  men  become  officem  of  mibtia ;  and,  in  time, 
tliiuugh  the  meaiiBtliiMaUonled,  anmctliii^  appmachmg^ 


to  uniformity  in  tW  discipline  of  otir  miLlia  may  be  ex- 
pected- The  able  report  of  the  Board  of  F.xaminers  at 
the  bat  commencement,  which  accompanies  this  report, 
will  preaent  in  detail  the  progren  and  advanisfEes  of  tbe 
institution. 

By  the  act  of  1818,  the  Presidelit  uf  the  United  SUlea 
isauthorized  to  confer  iipoiithe  f;ndiMtes  of  this  acada* 
my  the  appointment  of  brevet  heutenanls.  Abeady  there 
are  87  supernumerary  ofRcers  tbus  created,  who  can- 
not now  he  provideil  for  in  the  line  of  the  Army,  In 
June  next  there  will  probably  be  33  more  added,  whieh 
vrill  pindttcc  an  excess  Of  14  over  the  number  authorised. 
The  law  prolubits  brevet  appointments  of  a  greater  min- 
b«rthanl06— one  for  each  oompanyt  of  couise,upon  a  rea- 
sonable calculation,  but  few,  if  any,  of  the  adeti^  aller 
June,  1831,  will  be  entitled  to  a  brevet  commtsaon.  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  whether  some  rule  different 
from  the  present  be  net  neeesnry  to  restrict  for  tbe  fu- 
ture lieutenant  appointmeiitsi  rstuning  only  ao  many  as 
might  aupply  the  probable  vacandea  which  ocear  wiUim 
the  year.  The  mimh«  of  promotions  to  tbe  Army  fton 
this  corps,  for  the  last  ftve  years,  has  averaged  about  23 
annually  t  while  tIte  number  ofgrsdutles  for  the  same  perv 
od  has  been  at  an  average  of  40.  This  excess,  which  is 
annually  increanng,  has  placed  87  in  waiting  until  vacan- 
cies Aall  take  plrcr,  and  shows  that.  In  the  next  year 
bably,  and  m  the  succeeding  one  ceitualy,  there  will  be 
an  excess  beyond  what  Uir  existing  law  authmiieaio  be 
commisnoned.  'lliere  will  flien  be  106  supcmiuilerBty 
brevet  second  lieutenants  appurtenant  to  the  Anny,  at  an 
annual  expense  to  the  Government  of  1 80,000. 

In  the  En^tieer  Deputment,  important  operations,  as 
regards  the  uitemal  improvement  of  the  cuuntty,  have 
been  in  lueceasful  progreaa.  The  advantagea  to  our  oom. 
merce  from  the  imptovements  whieh  have  been  made  in 
'  the  navigation  of  the  Mtanasippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  hsve  al- 
ready bMn  senubly  felt  j  and  great  good  to  the  comma- 
nity  at  lar^  is  to  be  kntictpated  from  further  cfTorts. 
The  expenments  begun,  and,  in  some  respect^  complet- 
ed, show,  that,  at  an  inconnderahle  annud  expense,  the 
Ohio  river  may  be  cleared  of  its  bats  and  rtio^  ao 
as  to  sfltird  a  convenient  and  safe  naTigathm  at  thoae  eea- 
soiiBof  the  year  when,  hetttofore,  it  has  been  conader- 
ed  impracticable. 

Tiiis  subject  well  merits  the  attention  of  tlie  Govern- 
ment. These  rivers  pass  dirougli  an  immense  and  fertile 
region  of  our  country,  the  products  of  which  contribute  es- 
sentially to  advance  our  bommertna]  interest.  Anincon. 
siderabk  oxpencHlure  from  the  public  Treasury  will  hare 
tIte  effect  to  give  aecuri^  tu  a  oomnwreo  wbidi  at  {mv- 
sent  is  carried  on  at  nnidi  hazard,  and,  by  diiMnishin^ 
the  insurance  now  requircd,and  preventing  losses,  speedi- 
ly reimburse  to  the  community  the  cost  which  has  been 
incurred,  and  die  expense  wh>ch  may  be  required. 
At  present  tbe  imports  to  the  West  are  mainly  along 
these  rivers,  and  tIte  export  trade  almost  entirely.  Usu- 
ally, for  six  mouUis  in  the  year,  one  of  these  (tlie,Olito) 
ceases  to  he  useful,  becauae  of  the  numeroua  obsttuc- 
tionsy  and  consequent  hazards^  which  are  presented  at 
those  times  when  the  waters  are  materially  reduced.  Tbe 
inconvenience  and  risk  thus-fdt  are  susceptible  of  sitch 
easy  remedy,  and  at  so  sniall  an  expense,  tliat  it  becomes 
matter  uf  surprise  '  tliat  improvements  .so  important  and 
valuable  to  a  Urge  coiAmunity  should  have  Men  ao  loug 
ovcrtot>ked  or  neglected.  I'he  iieceaniy  of  immovins 
the  juvigation  uf  th*fse  liven  for  fxmuncrc'nd  puqluses 
all  admit ;  ut*  tlie  praeticsbility  of  effecting  it,  none  can 
doubt.  The  experiment  lately  made,'  through  a  raoit 
difficult  obstruction  nt  a  place  calkd  the  Gmnd  Cliain, 
conchiaively  tests  the  feanbiHty  of  improving  otiiei  pla* 
ces,and  shows  lliat  the  ekpeosc  will  be  inconsiderable.  As 
it  rcganb  ibhi  bnuidi  of  the  subject,  however.  It  appesn 
to  mu  that  the  importance  and  valuetir  the  thing  to  be 
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done,  is  of  infinitely  greater  eoniequence  than  any  ap- 
prehenupn  of  .charge  which  it  mar  occMion  to  the  Trea- 
sury. 

The  breakwtter  aitnateil  at  tlie  mouth  of  the  Delaware 
river  ia  another  raJaable  improvement,  whicli,  within  the 
1   'f*""'  rapidly  prttgrnmng.    The  work  has 

already  riwn  above  the  water,  and  fVimifihetl  evidence 
m  ils  importance  to  our  .commerce.  Diiriiif;  the  vio- 
lent fjale  of  last  September,  several  vessels  which  lay  un- 
der lite  protection  of  this  watk  were  preserved.  The 
force  of  the  sea  being  broken  by  its  opposition,  they 
were  eMbled  to  keep  at  tlieir  moorings,  and  to  ride  out 
the  gale  in  aafety.  Fifteen  other  vessels  in  view,  not  pos- 
aesfniig  the  advantages  of  this  powtion.  were  driven  on 
shore,  and  lost;  or  gotten  off  at  much  expeiue.  A  few 
years  will  complete  this  valuable  work.  The  attention 
It  has  received  since  it  was  placed  in  ehai^Jof  the 
4>iartermastcr*a  Department  by  yoiiftdirection,  ami  the 
advantages  already  derived  ftom  it,  give  proof  of  the 
propriety  of  iu  ewnptelion,  and  of  the  numerous  be- 
nefita  it  must  afford  to  commerce.  At  Ihia  heretofore  ha- 
zardous part  of  our  coast  navij^ation,  a  sectirity-will  b^  af- 
forded which,  in  a  few  years,  may  occasion  a  saving  of 
pru^rty  wlitch  will  amplj  compensate  for  the  cost  iiicur- 
Ku  in  its  construction. 

Tb«Ord(hinoe  Department  is  progressing  as  rapidly  as 
the  means  affordetl  will  permit,  in  arming  the  mtlitia  of  the 
States,  and  in  preparing  the  necessary  gims  and  carriages 
for  garnishing  the  different  fortresses  of  the  countty.  It 
is  worthy  of  con«deration  whether  the  appropriation  ap. 
pJicabie  to  this  service  should  not  be  increased,  so  as  to 
provide  a  suitable  armament  by  the  time  the  different 
fortificati»ns  along  the  coast  sliall  be  completed.  For  the 
forts  which  are  finished,  a  nuIKon  of  dollars  will  be  neces- 
mry  t  but  bendes  tlieie,  athen  are  in  progress,  and  will 
ahortly  be  completed.  With  the  annual  apprapriatiqn 
of  $100,000  towards  this  purpose,  it  will  require  ten 
yeantto  accomplish  the  object  fiir  thote  which  are  in  rea- 
diness.  Should  we  be  blessed  with  peace,  no  injury  will 
ari.'-e  i  hat  should  war  take  place,  the  effects  upon  our 
countnr  wonld  be  of  a  serious  and  |»<(jiidicial  character. 

In  all  the  disbursing  branches  connected  with  the  War 
Department,  I  am  happy  to  my  that  punctual'^  and  fidelhy 
have  strictly,  and  ilmost  without  exception, ^been  ngud- 
ed  during  the  year. 

A  new  era  in  the  history  of  this  country  has.  within  a 
few  years,  arisen  in  relation  to  Imlian  affairs.  Under  the 
.act  of  1802,.aod  the  practices  of  the  Government  restilt- 
in|r  therefrom,  pruwiples  have  been  introduced,  the  cor- 
rectness of  which  deserves  serious  conuderatian.  By 
thisact  it  is  probibitetl  to  any  one  to  settle  upon  Indian 
lands,  or  to  enter  their  territory  «  and,  tar  Its  execution, 
the  President  is  autlierized  and  directed  to  employ  the 
*•  military  .force"  of  the  country^ 

IE  ia  wwthy  ol  reflection  how  far  this  act  (as  cireum- 
atanees  exist)  ia  to  be  considered  within  the  pale  of  the 
Constitution,  and  obligatory  upon  the  authorities  of  the 
GoTcmment.  Before  the  States  were  mcmben  of  this 
Union,  they  were  sovereign.  The  United  States  Govern- 
ment can  legitimately  exercise  those  ri^its  only  with 
which  the  Slates  parted  under  their  general  compact. 
To  regulate  ihetr  internal  municipal  authority  is  a  privi- 
lege which  has  net  been  surrendered  J  Amongst  tliose 
righta  a  the  indiapatable  one  of  eontralling  thetf  citizens 
ami  governing  tliem  after  their  own  mode, with  thisexcep- 
tian,  that  a  repuUicanfmm  of  Government  is  tohe  aecur- 
cil  to  each.  'Ilie  States  being  independent  and  sove- 
reign within  their  own  limitii,  can  admit  no  check  upon 
ttieir  Buv«rcigt>ty,  whether,  in  its  exercise,  it  affects  one 
citizen  or  another — the  white  or  the  re<l  man.  By  cour- 
teay,  the  btwa  have  been  withhekl  from  an  interlierence 
with  the  Indians  within  a  Slate  i  and  dtat  which  hereto- 
fcm  was  mere  courtesy  is  bhw  insisted  upon  as  a  matter  of 


paramniint  constitutional  right.  Surely  this  cannot  be 
correct  acconling  to  our  noiions  and  n^tem  of  Govern- 
ment i  and,  if  wrong,  the  act  of  1802,  from  the,  moment 
the  bws  ar*  extended .  oy  a  State  over  Indian  territory, 
must  ceas^  lp  he  operative.  Reciprocity  is  always  fair 
and  jnst ;  anil  hence  the  law  which  would  make  it  penal 
for  a  while  man  to  tread  unlicensed  upon  soil  hekl 
through  Indian  occupancy,  should  aqiially  restrain  the  In- 
dian from  entering  upon  the  domain  of  the  while  man. 
So  far  aa  extstii^  treaties  operate,  the  United  SUtes  pos- 
sess the  power  to  concede  this  or  any  other  privilege,  be- 
cftuse  treaties,  whether  well  or  ill  made,  are  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land  %  hut  they  sIkni1(1  be  auqh  as  are  permit*^ 
ted  to  be  entered  into  by  the  Constitution,  and  which  do 
not  affect  the  rights  of  a'  State  beyond  what  her  consent 
in  becoming  a  member  of  the  Union  has  sanctioned  ami 
aiithoriztMl.  F.vcry  thing  beyond  this  is  usurpation. 

Under  the  a\itliurity  ctjnfided  by  you,  during  last  sum- 
mer, 1  visited  some  of  the  Indian  tribes,  with.a  highly  val- 
uable aiisliaty,  Genaml  Mm  Coflfee,  of  AUiama,  and 
made  known  taitliem  their  ntuation.  With  the  Choctaw* 
and  Chickaaawa,  (the  only  tribes  with  whom  we  negotiat- 
ed,) treities  were  concltule<l.  From  aU  appearance^  they 
were  well  satisfied  with  their  own  decision,  and  the 
course  which  we  pursued  towards  them.  If  any  different 
feeling  has  since  been  incited,  it  n  the  work  of  ^rsons 
who  luve  sought,  thfongh  the  ehannela  of  their  igno- 
rance, to  persimde  them  to  the  belief  that  great  iniustiee 
l^s  been  nnictised.  I  undertake  to  assure  ycni,  that,  ia 
all  we  did,  the  utmost  fairness  and  candor  were  prao- 
ttsed. ' '  We.  sought,  through  persuasion  only,  to  satiafy 
them  that  dieir  situation  called  loudly  for  serious  re- 
flection. Pending  tiii  negotiation,  no  secret  meetings 
were  had,  no  bribes  were  offered,  nor  promises  made. 
Every  argument  adduced,  or  suggestion  offered,  waa 
in  open  council,  and  in  -view  of  those  whose  ri^ts 
were  to  be  affected.  Of  this,  abyiKlant  evidence  exist% 
whatever  may  be  siiid  to  the  contrary.  'I'hare  was 
no  motive  to  impose  upon  or  to  deceive  them.  Our  in- 
structions forbade  us  to  do  so,  and  our  inclination,  beside, 
was  an  ample  restraint  The  treaties  concluded  are  ready 
for  submission  1  and  how  far  any  prmetised  injustice  or 
want  of  liberality  can  be  imputed,  will  be  fiiirly  judged  of 
when  their  tenor  and  condition  shall  be- disclosed,  if  a 
liberality  ample  and  generous  has  not  been  regarded, 
our  wifchea  have  hiled,  and  our  judgments  been  iiustakcn. 

During  thit  period  I  witnessed  mucli  of  Indian  character 
their  progress,  refinement,  and'nurch  towanda  civUixation, 
and  can  well  say,  that,  in  conducting  the  negotiation  eve- 
ry thing  was  done  to  retain  them  in  those  pursuits  vhieh 
mmildtendtotiieir  advancement,  and  to  which  their  si* 
tuation  could  reasonidily  lay  chum.  Those  who  zea- 
lously have  espoused  their  cause,  and  who  aliect  serious- 
ly to  deplore  their  condithm,  are  acting  upon  falsu  premi- 
ses, or  are  moved  hy  mistaken  conndemtions  of  kindneta. 
But,  as  mwikind  are  found  to  differ  even  upon  essential 
matteia  ol'Aith,  and  their  iildniata  tvsults,  I  can  well  ima- 
l^ae  that^  in  reference  to  such  a  subject  as  tlie  present, 
honest  dlfferea^es  of  opinion  may  be  expected,  and  will 
arise.  Yet,  before  a  desire  be  adopted,  easnestly,  to  re- 
tain these  people  at  their  present  homes,  we  should  be 
careful  not  to  receive  mere  impressions  for  facts,  but  ra- 
ther to  hear  the  suggeationa  uf  tniih  ami  reasou.  We 
should  h>ok  to  the  red  men  as  they  are,  ami  not  as  often- 
times they  artf.  represented  to  be  (  to  their  inaptitude  to 
live  nn<ler  a  well  regulate<l  ^Htem  of  law,  and  tu  the  dan- 
ger and  hazard  of  the  experiment.  A  few  of  them  are 
well  infi>nncd  men,  aiul  capi^lo  uf  enjoying  refined  so- 
ciety. Tliese  are  the  mixecF  Indian — the  half  breed,  as 
they  are  usually  termed.  Scarcely  any  uf.  the  others 
meak  our  language,  or  arc  acquainted  with  the  princi ' 
plea  of  our  Government.  Utile  Iwpe  shoidd  be  enler- 
tained,  even  by  those  most  (anguine  on  the  subjeci,  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XVl 


APPENDIX— To  Gales  «j  Seaton's  Hegister. 


31at  Cona.  3d  Sim. 


Doeummts  aotompanying  the  Preaideni's  Menage. 


any  mtterial  aclvancea  jn  civilirutinn  cnn  hf.  made  willi  tlie 
present  fffnerdion — those,  I  mean,  who  are  now  nt  ma- 
turity in  life.  Care  and  attention  towards  the  naiit^  ^vn- 
eralion  may  tenil  RTmIIt  to  impnive,  aiwl  in  yvmv  \»  melt- 
onir,  their  present  cnnaition.  To  turn  ihcm  to  indiiilry  is 
of  fim  imjiortance.  Ijibor  i<  never  an  aoceplahle  pursuit 
to  Indians,  In  their  unimproved  slate,  a  fuiwliiem  ti>r  war 
and  the  chase,  And  oratory  at  their  councils,  constitute 
their  lendlnfj  traits,  because  these  aftbrd  the  hif^tiesl  dis- 
tinclioii.  When,  through  the  influence  of  cidture  ami  eilii 
csiinn,  Ibeir  t»te  upon  theM  aubjeets  shall  be  clianffcdL 
and  the  oharaeter  of  an  indnstrionfi  s^irultorist  be  heM 
in  lii}>her  eMimation  than  dexterity  of  piiUHiit  in  the 
chafie,  then  may  they  he  expecteil  to  resort  to  industry, 
and  jfive  attention  to  the  dutiea  of  af;ncullnre.  Indispo- 
sition to  mannid  labor,  BO  pecidiarly  the  chnractemtic  of 
an  In<lian,  causes  Uim  to  select  the  poorest  frroiindt.  I>e- 
cause  of  the  case  with  which  the  timber  is  felled  ami 
clcarcfl  awAy.  Tlie  exceptions  whlcli  exist  to  this  wrc 
principally  among^  thuae  of  mixed  Initian  bloo^,  whoae 
habiu  have  been  improved,  and  whoae  mind»  have  been 
ciittivatetl. 

There  are  three  divisions  in  the  Chodaw  nation,  each 
of  which  is  governed  by  n  cliief,  who,  ^vithin  his  limits, 
■eta  indrpemlcntly  ■  f  the  others.  •  In  liis  gnt-emment  ha 
is  aided  by  minor  and  siihordi'nate  chlcft,  called  raptains, 
eaeii  of  whom  acts  within  his  particular  district.  The 
people  are  subordinate  to  the  captains,  the  captains  to 
the  chiefb.  One  of  these  divisions  composes  wiiat  is  call- 
ed the  Christian  District;  the  chief  of  which  is  a  man  of 
good  mind,  with  a  comm<ui  Rngliali  education,  and  is  re 
H^ioiis.  His  people,  too,  are  seemingly  pious.  Kacli 
night,  pending  the  negotiation,  iiiiiil  a  late  'hour, 
ihey  were  at  their  exercises,  Kinging  ami  preaching. 
From  every  information,  lliis  Christian  party,  as  it  is 
terihed,  are  not  accurately  and  correctly  informed  as  to 
the  principles  and.  faith  upon  wfitch  ihey  profesi  to  act. 
A  future  state  of  rewards  and  pitnisliments  Air  virtues  or  for 
crimes  is  fasluunad  their  standard  of  savage  life,  and 
ita  enjoyments;  and,  in  their  imagination,  is  made  lo  con- 
fbrro  to  what  they  conceive  to  be  easential  to  constitute 
happiness  or  misery  here.  Judging  from  their  devotional 
conduct*  they  are,  to  all  appearaiices,  a  religious  people- 
Certainly  tliere  are  some  perceptible  'tod  benefibial 
changes  amongst  them.  They  have  become  mostly  an 
agricuUnral  people.  The  practise  of  perforating  the  nose 
and  ears  for  the  purpose  of  ornamenting  them  ia  rapidly 
disappearii)g,and  considered  a  nide  cnatom.  Vermillion 
paint,  to  ofnament  and  to  deeomte  the  fiice,  is,  in  a  greut 
meBsure,given  up.  A  credulity  in  supernatural  agency,in 
witches,  and  in  witchcraft,  is  last  yieldingt  and  the  useof 
ardent  spirits,  particularly  in  one  of  the  districts,  is  in  a 
great  measure  abandoned.  A  reasonable  hope  may  be  en- 
tertained that  iheMe  people  may,  in  time,  prove  tliat  the 
zeal  and  efforts  of  the  liovemment  lo  protect  and  civi- 
lize them  are  iiot  improperly  bestowed. 

In  Concluding  a  treaty  with  these  people,  candor  and 
fumess  were  the  only  means  resorted  to  by  the  com- 
missioners. They  were  given  t'l  underaUnd  distinctly, 
that,  in  comiHg  to  viut  them  at  their  soh'citalipn,  and  at 
their  homes,  no  design  was  enlettained  beyond  com- 
municating to  them  a  knowlcdge^of  tlieir  In^c  condition, 
and  submitting  to  their  judgment'the  course  of  policy  by 
them  to  be  pursued.  We  told  them  the  opinion  enler- 
tninefl  by  the  Government  as  to  the  authority  of  Missis- 
sippi ^o  extend  over  them  her  laws;  and  that  the  Unilad 
States  pnssewtcil  not  the  power  to  prevent  it.  The 
interviews  Iwd  with  them  were  in  open  cotiiicil,  where 
were  present  tlie  ehieft  aifd  warriors,  and  some  of  qur 
own  citizens.  Arguments  nddre8ae<l  lo  their  jiidg- 
meiila  were  the  means  .employed.'  No  threat  was  usedj 
no  intimidation  attempted.  Under  these  circumstances, 
a  treaty  was  concludetl  and  signed,  more  tlian  live 


Ihouinnd  Imlians  being  in  Httendancc  at  the  time. — 
Amnngst  them  wasgreat  apparent  unanimity.  Sump  did 
iihject  and  were  iliniali sited,  but  mtt  as  it  regarded  the 
genersl  policy  of  Imling,  hut  because  tht^  helierrd 
lliemselvrs  entilleil  lo  obtain,  and  were  snlieitinis  to  pro- 
cure large  reservations.  Ilie  number  thiit  influenced 
was  small.  Store  that  lime,  aclivf  efTnrls  have  brrn 
m^i\ct  in  the  nnlinii  t.o  iiiiliiee  dismtisfMCtion  smnngM  the 
Indians,  sndto  persuade  them  that  they  had  been  greatly 
deci-iveil  and  imposed  upon. 

An  old  chief  ( MufdiiilMiihbee,)  who  was  fni'mable  to 
the  treaty,  by  a  lew  of  the  discontented  of  his  cKatiact,  has 
been  recently  depnse<l,  and  tl«*  name  of  another  a.-nt  id 
this  office  to  receive  reei^iition'  The  design  is  proba- 
bly to  show  that  tlie  people  are  displeased  because  lie 
signed  the  treaty.  The«nswer  returned  to  their  applio- 
tiiih  was,  tliat,  while  the  tiovemmeut  meant  not  lo  inter- 
fere with  their  nwde  or  manaer  of  seif-^^erament,  it 
eniild  not  rceognixe  what  had  been  done  by  »  fewi  yet, 
when  a  chief  sh<>uld  he  chosen  by  a  mainrity  of  the  divi- 
sion, and  the  fact  so  certifieil  hy  their  C^cneral  (Jonncil, 
he  would-be  regarded  a.s  properly  chosen,  and  be  consi- 
dered as  such.  All  examination  uf  this  treaty  will 
clearly  sliqw,  1  think,  that  jiislice  and  liberality  liave 
been  regarded. .  "Hir  t^al  majority  of  the  nation  "xrenr 
satisfied  when  we  left. them;  an<l,  from  infbrfhatkm  since 
n-ceived,  yet  continue  to  be  satisfied-  Their'  anxintis 
desire  is,  to  get  to  »  country  under  the  protection  of  ihe 
United  States,  where  they  can  be  free  from  any  liability 
to  Stale  laws,  and  be  able  lo  dwell  in  peace  under  itieir 
own  customs. 

I'he  Cnmmissinnen  appointed  to  fnrtlier  the  execution 
of  the  treaty  uf  llutte  dcs  Morts  have  dischargwl  lite 
trust  confided  to  them,  and  have  made  their  re|Kirt.  The 
miaiin<  lerstanding  between  the  New  York  and  Green 
Kay  Indians  hat  been  examined  and  adjuatedi  the  report 
to.be  confirmed,  only  requires  your  approval,  ajjfreeably 
to  the  second  article  ofthai  treat)-. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  H.  EATOS- 


HKPCnr  OF  TUB  SUCRE rVKY  OF  THE  NAVY. 
#   

Nivv  l)irAKTMF.iiT,  Dec.  6,  1830. 

The  following  report  of  Ihe  transactions  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States  duringthe  present  year  with  a  view 
of  the  several  subjects  connectetl  with  its  intenests.  i-t  re- 
spectfully laid  before  the  President  of  the  Unitcfl  States. 

The  state  of  the  Navy,  since  the  cwnmunication  made 
to  you  in  December  last,  has  been,  genendl^,  favonbk 
to  ita  active  exeninns  in  the  important  piimuts  in  whtdi 
ft  has  been  engafi^d.  No  distressing  casualty  or  marked 
calamity  has  assaiUd  it  since  the  Xaa^  of  the  sloop  war 
Hornet ;  information  of  which  Umente<l  event  was  re- 
ceived prior  to  the  adjournment  of  the  last  ^essian  oS 
Congress. 

liie  active  force  employed  'within  the  year  has  not 
been  essentially  varied  from  ttiat  kept  in  service  for  se- 
veral years  past.  This  cons-sts  of  five  frigates,  ten 
sloops  of  war,  and  fmir  schooners:  of  these,  the  moat 
efficient  squadron,  composed  of  two  frigates  and  four 
sloops;  lias  been  Eeqiiired  to  cruize  in  the  Uediternnean 
sea,  where,  from  the  large  interest  engiaged  in  mercan- 
tile adventures  to  the  several  States  on  itz  coasts,  its  pre- 
sence was  deemed  of  most  importance.  This  has  coiv- 
tinued  unrlcr  the  command  of  Com.  Biddle.  Two  of  the 
vessels  e^mpoaing  it  have  been  relievetl,  their  terms  of 
service  having  expired,  and  their  places  supplied  by  the 
sluuf)s  of  wac  Concord  and  Huston  {  the  former  being 
first  ordered  to  convey  the  United  State**  Mitristerto 
ItuBsia,  andthe  latter  Intake  the  United  States*  Cmisul 
tieiieral  to  the  Baibaiy  Powen.  . 
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The  itatc  of  thew  vMsds  has  b«cfi  represented  to  be^ 
in  point  of  order  and  preparation  for  lerrice,  every  way 
wcMtliy  <>f  approbation^  aiid  the  discipline  exact,  nrtlhoUt 
rigor — prutniningatl  required  efficiency  in  its  fiarcr.  Un- 
der the  command  of  this  able  ami  vi^ibiit  officer,  all  the 
neceaury  protection  has  l^een  given  to  the  tmile  tn  that 
quar(er,-no  case  having  come  to  the  knowledge  oF  the 
Uepartment  of  ii^iiriea  from  piratical  attacks  ;  and,  witli 
the  acTcral  States  and  aovereigntieB  bor>lering  on  its 
ooasts,  the  best  understanding  has  b7en  preserved.  Tliit 
squadron  contihuea  to  renilezvoiis  at  the  port  of  Malion, 
in  the  tsbnd  of  Minorca,  a  privilege  which  has  oeen  con- 
ceded hy  the  Government  of  Spain,  affording  S^^^ 
venienc«s  to  the  United  States'  squadron^  espeCinHy  at 
seasons  wlren  their  safety  would  be  endangered  by  re- 
maining at  sea.  Here  they  enjoy  a  respite  from  the  la- 
bon  and  tlie  dangers  the  oCean,  in  a  climate  mild  and 
favorable  to  the  restoration  <>f  tho  health  of  their  crews, 
after  long  and  laborious  service  at  sea. 

Other  changes  iu  the  vessels  employed  in  lliis  sea  are 
contemplated  during  the  uext  year,  but  thehircels  not 
proposed  to  be  diminished  i  nor,  in  the  present  agitated 
Ctintfition  of  the  contiguous  Statea,  could  tliis  be  done, 
vitbout  subjecting  the  eommerciul  enterprises  of  the 
countiy  to  the  cssiivhin  attending  a  slate  of  warfiire, 
should  such  be  tlie  unhappy  rendt  of  the  present  hostile 
indications  in  that  quarter. 

The  squadron  appointed  to  cniizc  t>n  the  coasts  of 
Brazil  and  Buenos  Ayres,  and  on  the  Pjcific  Ocean 
lias  been  steady  eng^ed  in  guarding  the  United  States' 
mercantile  interests  on  these,  coftsts.  This  service  has 
been  perfor.ned  with  fidelity  and  success  ;  and  the  flag  of 
the  Union  n.ow  gives  full  security  to  the  merchandise  it  is 
autliorized  to  introduce  and  excl  lange  with  the  respec' 
live  countries  to  which  it  is  carried. 

The  cessation  of  hostilities  between  the  States  of  Chili 
and  Peru  and  the  mother  country,  and  between  Bmzil 
und  Buenos  Ayres,  has  greatly  favored  the  advances  of 
tmle,  and  diminished  the  hazards  of  mercantile  adven- 
ture witji  every  part  of  the  South  American  continent. 
But  the  unstable  and  inefficient  Governments  of  a  part  of 
ttese  States  forbid  the  idea  that  this  can  be  long  enjoyed, 
without  embarrassments  and  vexatious  intei niptions,  un- 
less it  shall  be  sustained  by  the  presence  of  an  active  pro- 
tecting forre.  U  cannot,  consequently,  be  believed  to  be 
comistcnt  with  good  policy  to  lemn  tlie  efficiency  of 
this  force. 

Several  of  the  vessels  composing  these  two  squadrons 
will  be  relieved  in  the  cotirse  of  the  next  year,  prepara- 
tion for  thai  purpose  being  in  active  progress.  It  isalsn 
contcmphited  to  make  some  changes  in  the  description 
xA  fi>rce  lo  be  employed  on  the  'Atlantic  coast  of  South 
America,  adapting  it  better  for  tlie  harbors  it  is  forced  to 
look  to  for  security  against  the  tempestuous  weatht-r  so 
oltcn  experienced  on  these  coasts. 

In  »  hirmer  cummunlcation  made,  to  you,  it  w.is  noticed 
that  the  sloop  of  war  Vincciines,  commanded  l»y  C'aptaiti 
Finch,  which  had  composed  one  of  the  squadroTi  in  the 
ra*;ific  ocean,  hati  been  directed,  afterllie  expiration  of 
the  term  limited  fiir  the  cruize  on  the  coasts  of  Chili  and 
Peru,  to  touch  at  the  Uarquesus,  Society,  imd  Sandwich 
IsIhikIs;  and,  after  spending  the  necessary  time  in  look- 
ing to.  the  United  Stales*  commercial  concerns  in  that 
tpijirfcr,  to  tjike  Canton,  fcc,  in  the  way,  and  thence,  by 
the  Cape  of  Good  Ifojie,  purwie  the  usUai  route  to  the 
United  Slates. 

lliia  order  has  been  faillifully  cxecuttvh  tiie  ship  lias 
returned  ingoodcondilion,  wilh  its  crew  well  disciplined, 
uml  111  excellent  health. 

The  particidars  of  this  voyage  are  given  in  the  Iteport 
of  Captain  Finch.    These  have  a  claim  lo  the  alciittinti 
of  the  i)ublic,  from  the  infin-mitifm  afTorilcd  on  many 
points  relating  to  tJie  ehafacter  und  Aabits  of  a  people 
Vofc  VII— C. 


just  emerging  fi-om  a  state  of  simplicily  aiMl  ignorance, 
and,  tram  their  peculiar  localitv,  nCcrssnrily  eontrolling 
the  comforts  of  tlie  large  number  of  the  UiHted  Slater 
citizens  who  annually  visit  them. 

The  great  amount  of  tonnage  and  capital  employed  in 
whale  fislieries,  in  the  adjoining  seas,  makes  its  convent' 
eiit  prosecution  a  matlerof  no  inconsidendtle  conceni  to 
the  nation. 

The  necessity,  also,  for  repose  after  the  long  voyages 
required  by  this  tnule,  and  the  want  of  supplies  for 
ItCiilth  and  convenience,  and  repairs  of  the  vessels,  ren- 
der these  Islands  places  of  general  rendezvous;  and  it  is 
eonsequently  of  great  importance,  that  the  most  friendly 
intercourse  be  maintained  with  the  inhabitants.  Captain 
Pinclt,  by  his  ju<liciotts  and  conciHalury  deportment,  has 
probably  secured  a  lung  continuance  of  kindly  treat|iieBt 
to  his  countiymen  fttnn  these  people,  and.  has  added 
greatly  to  the  prospects  of  a  successful  ternunation  of 
iheir  enlrrprises. 

Some  extracts  from  this  report  are  herewith  transmit- 
ted, marked  A. 

The  squadron  which  has  been  maintained  in  the  West 
Indies  and  Gulf  (if  Mexico  consists,  at  present,  of  four 
sloops  of  war  and  three  schooners,  under  the  command 
of  Commodore  Rlliolt.  Several  changes  hare  been  made 
in  the  vessels  employed  on  this  staticm,  in  consequence 
of  the  expiration  nf  Uie  terms  of  service  of  the  crews,  or 
the  want  of  repAin  of  the  vessels.  No  causes  are  aup> 
posed  to  exist  mating  it  necessary  to  add  to  this  force; 
nor  can  it  be  <afcly  diminished,  though  the  enel^y  and 
activity  wiUi  which  it  lias  guarded  the  United  States' 
trade,  may  be  aaid,  for  the  present,  efTectually  to  have 
suppressed  piratical  aggression. 

The  great  facilities  atror<Ied  by  the  inlets  and  harbors 
of  the  islands  In  tho  Mexican  gulf  for  the  resort  and  con- 
cealment of  the  vessels  engaged  in  the  commissioH  of 
piracies;  the  class  of  population  with  which  tliese  islands 
abound,  composed  of  refhgces  and  outlaw^  escaped 
from  the  punishment  due  for  crimes  committed  in  other 
countries,  give  advantages  forpirntical  enterprisesscarce' 
ly  known  in  any  oiher  quarter  of  the  globe.  Nothing 
short  of  the  exertion  of  positive  and  continued  force  can 
be  expected  to  keep  these  marauders  in  check,  andpve 
the  desired  security  to  trade. 

The  invaunn,.  which  took  place  during  the  last  year,  of 
the  territories  of  the  Mexican  States,  by  an  armament 
from  the  island  of  Cuba,  haying  gimi  ground  for  appre- 
hension' that  the  United  States*  trade  to  these  States 
might  stttfcr  from  the  pretexts  aflbr.led  by  this  slate  of 
conflict  between  the  two  cotmlries,  an  act  was  passed  at 
the  fast  session  of  Congress  authorizinff  the  employment 
of  some  sdrtitionni  force  upon  that  station.  In  conformi- 
ty to  the  prm-tsions  of  that  act,  the  frigate  Brandywine, 
under  the  cnmmand  of  Captun  Itallard,  was  equipped 
and  de»paichcd  for  lint  coam,  and  continued  for  several 
muntlis  to  cruize  in  its  vicinity.  Whatever  danger  might 
Imvu  threatened  the  trade  in  that  quarter,  has  been  ef- 
fectually parried  by  the  means  laken  for  its  protectionj 
and  riits  ship,  after  rctumiog  to  the  United  States  for  ne- 
cessary refitment^  has  since  sailedto  join  the  MetlU^ 
rancaii  squadron  and  relieve  the  frigate  Java. 

It  is  believed  that  great  advantages  iwight  be  derived 
Irom  clui>giiig,  to  a  certain  extent,  tlie  description  of  na- 
val force  employed  in  tlic  West  Indies,  especially  for  the 
suppression  of  piracy. 

Tlic  pnipoied  change  would  cpnust  of  ilie  substitation 
of  tlirett  schooners  in  lieu  of  one  of  the  sloops  of  war 
uow  employed  in  that  serviee. 

Vessela  of  this  force  would  be  fully  able  to  cope  with 
and  captnrt:  any  piratical  cruizer  which  might  be  expect- 
ed to  be  encountered  on  this  station;  and  they  would 
possess  ,the  greater  advantageof  multiplying,  by  the  in- 
creased number  of  the  sqiia^on,  the  cnancee  of  discov' 
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erinr  tlie  enemyt  while  their  ttruetore  bikI  interior  lize 
wouM  diminish  Uie  riak  ofbeing  known  In  their Kpfiroach- 
es.  Their  Hjfhter  dnft  <>r  water  would  favor  the  pursuit 
into  ^e'  obicurc  recesses  sitti  haunts  of  these  cruizers, 
and  give  the  important  facititjr  of  entering  manjr  of  the 
harbors  on  tlie  Hexican  ^If,  for  security  sgainbt  the  fre 
qiient  hurricanes  prevailing  in  tanpical  climates. 

It  is  respectfolly  recommended  that  an  appropriation 
be  onde  m  builwng  tlie  proposed  number  mnd  deacrip- 
(km  of  veaaeta. 

I'he  heakh  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  Statea' 
TCBsels  of  war  has  been  generally  good,  and  unintemipt- 
ed  by  the  attack.t  of  the  epidemic  and  maltenant  ftvera 
whid)  are  so  readlhr  engendered  in  tropical  climates,  ami 
which  exert  auch  fatal  influence  on  the  oonstitutiuns  of 
peiaonf  nut  fiunUiariBed  to  a  remdenee  in  them,  iliis 
may  be  aacribed,  in  aome  degree,  to  the  improved  sys- 
tem of  ventdalion,  and  the  great  neaineaa  observed  in  the 
economy  of  vesaelsof  var>  and  the  adaptation  of  the  diet 
and  dress  of  the  crews  to  the  temperature  of  the  coasts 
and  countries  where  their  duties  are  to  be  performed. 
The  modwn  disooveriea  in  cliemtcal  science  have  alao 
been  reaocted  to  preaerve  tlie  mariner  from  the  at* 
tackaof  thcaefaul  maladies.  Several  communicationa 
havebeen  received  from  the  Surgical  Department  of  the 
N>vy,  by  whom  experiments  on  the  cblonde  of  lime  were 
ordered  to  be  nad^  ginog  the  reauha  of  thiv  observa- 
tions on  its  poven  in  pteveating  the  geaeration  of  such 
diaeaaes. 

Prom  theae  «  lisir  extrictohave  been  taken,  end  are 
Iterewith  tnntmittea.  marked  B. 

These  fiirmah  subject*  tot  eon|[ratulation  to  the  friends 
of  the  improvement  oMtecemlttion  ofthe  seaman's  life, 
and  indicate  that  the  period  is  not  remote  when  a  aervice 
in  tlie  dimatea  of  the  torrid  xone  will  no  longer  be  the 
terror  itf  nautical  men,  but  will  be  perfbrmed  wiUi  as  fur 
a  proapcct  of  ezemptioD  fnmi  disease  as  is  now  experi- 
enced in  the  tempendc  latttudes. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  an  exception  to  this  general 
beallbftibiessof  the  Navy  has  been  exp^eneed  in  one 
of  the  vessels  of  the  West  India  squadron. 

From  the  communications  of  Commodore  Elliott,  it  ap- 
pears tbst  the  yellow  fever  made  its  appearance  on  board 
the  sloop  of  war  Peacock  some  time  in  the  month  of  Jtuie 
last,  ana  Aat  it  continued  to  banus  the  crew  of  that 
veasel  after  its  return  to  Peiwacola,  in  September;  nor 
were  ita  attacks  intemulted  until  il  had  depriveil  the  ser- 
vice of  four  valuable  officers,  and  of  several  seamen. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that,  on  boatd  this  vesael,  the 
powerful  preventive  agent  above-mentioned  was  not 
used,  the  surgeon  relying,  fur  the  preservation  of  the 
heidth  of  the  crew,  on  the  auperior  cleanliness  and  well 
vantUated  state  ofthe  vessel. 

The  Commtsidonera  of  the  Navy  Board,  interpreting 
the  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  repairs  of  ven- 
aela  m  ordinary,  and  tlie  wear  and  tear  of  vesseb  in  com- 
misuon,'aa  admitting  a  greater  latitude  in  its  application 
to  naval  purpKwes,  tlian^  it  is  believed,  was  cniuemplated 
by  the  framers  of  Uie  law,  or  was  admisnble  by  a  fiUr  con- 
atruetien  oTiUtrrms,  have  caused  to  be  built,  out  of  that 
fimd,  a  new  sloop  of  war,  in  the  place  of  Uie  "  John 
AdsaH»"  which  had  been  found  defective  in  the  model, 
and  otherwise  unfit  for  repair. 

Tills  subject  waa  referred  to  your  consideration j  and, 
in  conformity  to  your  decision,  an  onler  has  been  inued, 
requkiog  Umtt  in  future  the  application  of  this  fund  shall 
be  conflned  to  the  repairs  of  veaiela  in  ordimoy,  and  the 
wear  andtearof  vessels  in  cotunisiiont  end  that  no  ves- 
MBb  shall  be  bidh  «r  rebuilt,  uuleas  authorized  by  a  spe- 
oifie  appropriation- 

The  emiditioti  of  the  Navy  hoapitals  at  most  of  the 
Navy  ysrda  in  the  United  Stales  is  entirely  deficient  in 
the  wattt  of  giving  accoumedation  to  the  invalids  of  the 


Navy  who  may  be  ao  usCnrtunate  as  to  require  it.  At 
must  of  these  placei^  Uie  only  -pruvisiim  made  for  tbeir 
comfwt  during  lUneaa  ia  some  temponuy  shelter  or  old 
building,  posseswiijf  no  One  of  the  requimtea  necessary 
for  this  purpose.  The  muriner  who  returns  aAer  lonjc 
aiKl  faithful  service  in  distant  and  unciHigenial  dimatea, 
6ntls  no  asylum  prepared  for  hi«  reception  «id  recovery 
from  diseases  tncidsnt  to  auch  service,  but  is  compiled 
to  linger  outhisUfe  in  cmwded  and  oonAiiedapwtmenti, 
even  less  favorable  to  his  restoration  than  the  hold  of  the 
vessel  from  which  he  has  been  discharged. 

The  (un<Ia  which  have  accrued  from  the  monthly  de- 
ductiuns  of  the  pay  of  the  NaVy,  and  the  several  impro- 
priations made  by  Congress,  liave  been  expended  in  the 
erection  of  two  msgninveiit  buildings,  ncHtbcr  of  which 
has  been  finished,  and  bqtoiiu  of  thwi  (at  Notfelk,  Va.) 
is  applicable  lo,  or  designed  for,  the  aroommodation  of 
the  sick.  For  several  years  to  coxie^  Uiere  cannot  be 
such  an  accumulation  of  Navy  houtital  eepiul  as  will  ena- 
ble the  Commissioners  erf  that  fund  to  eng^e  in  the  cvn- 
stniction  of  other  usefiil  and  permanent  buiklu^  fat 
these  ebjects. 

'  At  Pensaooht  to  the  mild  md  sidsbrious  dimnte  of 
which  the  invalida  of  the  Navy  look  with  so  much  anxie- 
ty as  a  place  of  refuge  audrestorationfVom  tn^Mcd  pesti- 
lence, there  is  no  building  which  will  even  protect  the 
sufferers  from  the  inclemencies  of  the  westber,  much 
less  secure  to  them  the  convMiieiiccs  and  oomferti  which 
their  ntuation  demands. 

At  New  York,  and  p.  Charlcstown,  Maff^achaSetta,  the 
necessary  lands  have  been  purchased  with  tlis  Nnvy  hos- 
pital funds  for  tlie  erection  (rf  buil<Kngs  for  the  use  of  the 
sick,  and  are  in  ercty  respect  favorably  situated  for  af- 
fording the  advantages  which  such  establishments  sbuuld 
possess. 

'lliese  sites,  in  the  vicinity  of  lUtions  which  are  of  so 
much  importance  to  the  Navy,  from  the  namber  of  eft- 
cient  reemits  eidisted  at  Utem  fbr  its  senice,  lemun  un- 
improve*^  snd  unprovided  with  the  buildings  thxtare  in- 
di^nssble  for  the  welfare  of  the  invalid. 

I'he  laws  paaied  at  the  last  and  preceding  anions  nf 
Congress  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  Navy,  the 
protection  of  tlie  sliips  in  ordinary,  and  fur  the  presccva- 
t'lon  <Hr  the  materials  fur  naval  purposes  coUected  at  the 
difTercnt  Nsvy  Yards,  have  received  a  due  dure  ofthe 
attention     the  Department. 

Tlie  canstrtiction  of  the  two  dry-docks  authorized  un- 
der  the  ftist  of  theae  acts,  at  Boston  and  Norfolk,  is  pn>- 
grcaung.  Tile  one  at  Boston  is  now  in  such  a  aU.te  of 
advancement  as  to  induce  tlic  expectation  that  it  may  be 
brou|dit  into  operation  during  the  ensuing  year,  or  early 
in  lw3,  I'he  completion .  of  these  two  laborious  and 
expensive  works  will  mark  an. important  advancein  ihc 
progress  of  our  nsval  improve  incnis.  Repuring  the 
ships  of  war  of  the  larger  classes,  hiiheilo  a  work  of  so 
much  labor,expense,  ami  liazard,will  by  the  conveniences 
afforded  of  these  docks,  be  rendered  comparatively  easy, 
and  may  be  executed,  not  only  without  risk  and  at  fiu-  Xkm 
cost  than  formerly,  but  in  a  manner  better  securing  both 
the  strength  and'  durabihty  of  the  ah^  P^er  marked 
C,  annexed,  conliuas  information  m  detail  on  this 
subject. 

Extenuve  houses  have  been  prepared  for  the  recep- 
tion of  materials  provided  under  this  act,  and  other  build- 
ings are  in  progress,  wliich  will  give  complete  protec- 
tion to  the  large  stores  now  deposited  at  the  dtfTecctf 
yards,  and  thoae  whichpare  to  be  delivered  under  existhig 
contracts. 

The  necessary  examinations  required  by  this  act,  to  de- 
termine the  praciicabilily  and  expediency  of  eicctii^  % 
marine  rail-way,  at  the  Navy  Yard,  Penaacola,  have  been 
made  by  one  ut'  the  United  Stales'  ISapneers. 
The  views  of  this  officer  on  this,  sabjeet  were  hud  be- 
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fore  the  Board  of  N»vy  CommUiionei-s,  and  they  iiave 
expr^Md  tlie  opinion  that  it  is  not  expedient  or  proper, 
under  tbr  restrictions  aiu)  conditions  imposed  l>y  the  act, 
to  cause  the  eonstruction  of  this  desirable  lEitproreinent 
to  be  attempted. 

It  is  indispensable,  however,  ttiat  some  •facilrty  should 
be  afforded  at  this  most  convenient  position  for  the  re- 
pain  of  the  venels  of  war  engif^ed  in  the  West  India  . 
service.  It  is  proposed  that  a  wharf  suitable  for  these 
purpoiea  should  be  built,  in  place  of  the  contemplated 
rul-way  t  Md  the  necesMUy  estimates  for  its  erection,  arc 
in  rea^neis  to  be  transmiued. 

Furthers  eflbrts  have  been  made  foi:  the  execution  of 
this  act  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  preservation  of  the  live 
oak  growinfp  on  the  co^ist*  uf  the  Atliintic  and  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

By  the  fourth  section  of  tliis  act,  tlie  President  is  au- 
thorized to  provide  for  the  preservation  of  this  limber  t 
bitt  it  seems  to  have  been  intended  that  the  power  shonld 
be  limited  to  that  object.  An  interfirelatioit  of  the  law 
h*s  heretofore,  been  entertained^  extemling  tlm  power 
not  only  to  the  planting  of  the  acorns,  and  the  cultivation 
of  planrations  of  youn^  trees,  but  to  the  purchase  f>om 
individuals  of  lands  producing  them-  The  paper  accora- 
paitying  this,  marked  D,  shows  the  amount  whidi  has 
been  expandeil  on  these  ptantations,  ami  the  siimn  which 
have  been  paid  to  iiMUviauals  for  tlie  purchase  of  tracts 
of  such  land. 

When  it  Is  considered  that  this  Umber  is  the  natural 
product  of  the  coast  uf  the'  United  States  from  the  St. 
Mary's  to  tl\e  Sabine  :  that  the  greater  part  of  this  be< 
longs  to  the  United  StateSi  and  is  pcopos^d  to  be  retained 
with  a  view  to  preserving  a  supply  of  this  important  ma- 
terial for  th«  Navy,  it  can  scarcely  be  necessary  for  tho 
preMAt  to  ei^age  in  its  artificial  propagation  or  culture. 
Under  an  impressioB  that  this  system  is  neither  expe- 
dient, nor  in  confbrmity  to  the  intentions  of  the  act«  an 
order  has  been  given  tu  discontinue  the  works  after  tlie 
expiration  of  the  present  year. 

But  the  preservation  of  this  timber  is  an  object  of  great 
importance,  and  should  be  prosecuted  witli  an  active  and 
vnaev'tathig  purpose. 

In  aid  of  those  measures  which  hare  been  herelofore 
resorted  to,  a  vessel  of  ouch  draft  of  water  as  was  adapt- 
ed to  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  and  crveksoFthe  coasts 
of  Florida,  snd  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  bai  been  selected 
and  fitted  oat,  and  the  comnund  given  to  a  vigilant  ami 
enterMinng  officer  of  the  Navy,  who  has  been  required 
to  visu,  from  ^e  to  time,  as  tlie  season  or  circumstaiw 
CCS  would  permit,  every  section  of  these  coasts,  and  to 
US8  Uie  utmost  efforts  to  suppress  further  depredations 
upon  the  public  interests.  Surveyors  and  agents  have 
also  been  directed  to  explore  such  parts  of  the  coast  as 
•bound-with  the  live  oak,  to  deugnate  tlw  boundaries 
between  piivate  and  public  elairos  to  land,  and  to  ibiHe 
oiit  aueh  tract*  as  they  may  - think  it  most  conducive  to 
the  public  interest  should  be  reserved  for  sale. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  ofthe 
Treamry,  marked  E,  ahows  the  several  sums  which  have 
been  paid  in  carrying  into  effect  the  act  of  3d  March, 
1819,  and  other  acts,  making  appropriation  for  support- 
ing and  removing  certain  persons  of  color  from  the 
United  States  to.  the  const  of  Africa.  It  appears  from 
this  statement,  that,  under  authority  i/f  these  acts,  353 
pcnotn  of  this  description  have  been  removed  to  the 
settlement  provided  by  the  Colonization  Society  on  the 
coast  of  Africa  t  and  tlut  there  has  been  expended  there 
tot  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  uxty-tbur  thousand 
•even  hundred  and  ten  dullara. 

These  several  »cU  tppear  to  have  been  passed  in  a 
spirit  of  justice  and  benevolence,  to  repair,  as  far  as  poa- 
•ible,  the  injuries  inflicted  by  the  citizens  of  the  United 
State*  upon  tbc  defenceless  persons  wbo  are  the  wdtject* 


nf  (lie  African  slave  trade  ;  and  the  appropriations  have 
been  made  with  a  .liberality  -con^sponding  with  the  hu- 
mane intentions  of  the  framers  of  the  laws.  ■ 

The  term-t  of  these  acts  are  aufficicntly  defined  to  be 
readily  intelligible,  ft  would  seem  tliat  the  authority 
given  to  the  President  was  limited  to  the  support  of  the 
negroes  or  persons  of  color  during  their  stay  in  the  United 
States,  to  their  removal  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  to  the 
deliverinfr  of  them  to  the  Care  oF  an  agent.  Bee  There 
is  no  power  expressly  vested  in  the  Executive  to  provide, 
after  such  delivery,  eitlier  for  their  support  or  protee- 
tion,  A  liberal  inter|)retation  of  the  law  might  permit 
some  allowance  to  be  made  for  their  maintenance  after 
being  landed,  until  they  could  And  employment  by  whieh 
it  might  be  earned.  But  this  even  would  be  authority 
from  inference  only,  an  i  should  be  cautiously  exercised. 

The  practice  has  been  to  fumisli  these  persons  with 
provisions  for  a  period  (^time,  after  being  landed  In  Afri. 
ca,  varying  from  six  montlu  to  one  year  }  to  provide  them 
with  hwises,  arms,  and  ammunition  t  to.  pay  for  the  eree- 
lion  of  fbrtifications ;  for  the  building  of  vessels  f<M' their 
use  ;  and,  in  short,  to  render  all  the  aids  required  for  the 
founding  and  support  of  a  colonial  eataldishment. 

This  latitudinoiu  interpretation  of  the  law  has  resulted 
in  the  heavy  expenditures  detiuled  in  the  annexed  report. 
UiulerstandiHgthe  law  in  the  limited  acceptation  repre- 
sented above,  it  will  in  futnre  be  executed  aeconfingty, 
and  every  effort  made  by  the  Department  to  confine  me 
application  of  tiiis  fund  within  the  pale  of  its  provision*. 

The  term  for  which  tlie  crew  of  the  frigate  Java  had 
been  enlisted  havir^  nearly  expired,  that|ve*sel  has  been 
ordered  to  return  to  the  United  States  t  m  diung  which, 
the  commander  has  been  required,  in  fiirtherance  of  the 
humane  policy  pursued  by  the  Gbvernment,  to  touch  at 
the  setileinentat  Liboia.  and  to  aid  inetdbreinr  the  laws 
which  liave  been  enacted  for  the  suppretrion  of  the  slave 
trade. 

In  a  communication  heretofore  made  to  you,  the  opin- 
ion was  expressed,  that  the  number  uf  Nary  Yards  now 
establtshed-and  in  operatioa  was  greater  than  was  requir- 
ed fiir  the  presmt  wants  of  Uw  naval  aarviee,  and  that  a 
part  of  them  were  Uable  to  the  further  (rtijection  of  in* 
convenient  location,  both  from  thdr  great  distance  from 
the  ocean,  and  the  deficieney  in  the  depth  of  waterfbr 
the  larger  ctaaaea  of  vessels. 

Thia  opinion  has  not  been  changed  by  any  information 
since  obtainetl,  or  by  sulisequent  consideration  the 
subject. 

Should  \tt  however,  become  the  necessary  policy  of 
the  Government  to  make  a  great  addition  to  its  naval 
force,  it  is  possible  they  may  all  be  found  usefWI,  espe- 
cislty  for  the  repairs  of  the  smaller  chaser  of  Tcsectb,  and 
as  depots  fur  materials  for  the  Navy,  eollcoted  ftom  the 
contigiKMis  country. 

Whatever  ooarse  may  he  pumed  m  relation  to  tfiete 
estabtiahmentl,  it  is  believed  to  be  of  the  utnoast  import- 
ance to  the-securi^  and  i^neral  interests  of  the  Navy 
that  other  poritions  be  aoiight  for,  possessing  greater  ad- 
vanti^es.  Mid  not  liable  to  the  objections  which  nave  been 
mentioned. 

Few  pMitions  oo  our  maritime  frmtier  offer  alt  the 
reqnisites  fbr  such  purposes.  But  where  these  arefeund, 
it  cannot  be  good  pftlicy  to  neglect  the  roeaaire*  neces* 
aary  to  secure  the  possession  and  improvement  of  them. 

The  advantagea believed  to  be  possessed  by  the  Dry 
I'ortugas,  In  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  for  such  an  estid>li^ 
ment,  have  heretofore  been  represented  to  Congress, 
and  it  ia  much  to  be  deaired  that  the  opinion*  of  tte  in- 
tel^^ent  naval  offieet*  who  have  TCeommeededl  this  pou- 
ticm  dMuht  be  tested  by  the  more  minute  examinations 
of  Engineers  possessing  the  scientific  knowledge  neces- 
sary for  its  accurate  determination. 
Pensacoh,  as  a  place  of  depot  and  resort  for  veaad*  of 
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war  reqtiirinfr  supplies  or  repairs,  lias  miic}i  to  rccnm- 
inciid  il,  being  cootigtimu  lit  tlmt  part  uf  the  Uniteil 
States'  (^uast  wImcIi,  it  may  be  prenumcJ,  it  will  Imifr  be 
newMtti^  i^KMilil  be  giianlc«l»  particiibrly  by  that  cl.iu  of 
veueli  whirli  cnii  sufely  eiilrriti  burbor,  poMcssin^  a 
healUifiil  difiMte,  and  the  cwintry  in  ita  nciKbbDrlioml 
ftbouiulin^  wilb  the  best  imterials  Tar  X\w.  eonstnictioh  of 
vCMcIs  (rf  war.  But,  xsa  phce  or  f^nenil  i-cRtiezvoiu 
for  Heets  or  MjuaflronN  composed  of  ships  of  the  lai^^cst 
cluK^  it  cannot,  iii  the  pn-se»t  state  of  the  entrance 
into  its  liarbor,  be  reptninl  as  ofTerinK  Kqiiiretl  fn- 
cilities. 

Fffom  a  report  made  by  the  nepartmeiit  or  War  tn  the 
Home  uf  Representativea  oil  the  5tl|  Febniary,  1830.  it 
appears  that  a  survey  was  made  of  this  harbor  diirinj^  the 
preceding  year,  with  a  view  of  dctermininfr  the  practica- 
hil.ii  .(  deefteninf*  the  channel  of  the  entrance  into  this 
harbor,  and  thus  a<lapttnf;  it  to  the  ^at  purposes  of  a 
naval  depot  fur  the  Uniteil  States*  Navy.. 

The  result  of  this  biirvey  was  entirely  &vorab)e  to  the 
expectation  of  succeaifroin  wiAh  an  undertaking,  and  at 
an  expense  not  estimated  to  exceed  #107,000.  Whether 
the  work,  if  It  coukl  be  accomplidieii,  would  secttre  a 
permanent  bcility  ef  entrance,  uuinHuenced  by  the  ope- 
rations of  the  tides  ami  storms,  can  only  he  determined 
'  the  experiBient-  .The  o^eet,  however,  is  one  of  deep 
intereat  to  Ihcise  sections  or  the  United  States  emlMvced 
within  the  valley  of  the  Miiaisaippi,  as  well  as  to  these 
enpigtd  in  conveyinfp  their  productions  to  market. 

The  communicatitm  made  by  the  Commi9«onm  of  the 
Navy,  dated  i9th  October,  1839,  and  addressed  to  you, 
with  the  report  en  naval  affair^  at  the  commencement  of 
the  last  session  of  Con^TeB%  afforded  some  views  in  rela- 
tion to  the  fitness  of  the  harbor  of  Newport,  I^odb 
Island,  or  some  place  in  the  Narra^^nset  Bay,  (m  a  naval 
depot  and  rendezvous  for  the  Unitetl  States'  Navy. 

Prom  this  it  appears  that  the  general  advantages  ofthis 
harbor  or  bay,  for  Midi  purposes,  are,  in  some  respects, 
superior  to  any  position  East  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  In 
addition  to  the  information  furnished  by  this  document, 
it  win  be  found,  on  reference  to  the  surveys  of  Captains 
Rvms  and  Peny,  made  by  order  of  tlie  Navy  Depart- 
ment in  1SI5  ai'id  1317.  thut  the  places  rcferrc<)  to  com- 
bine almost  every  advantage  desirable  for  such  an  estab- 
lishment ;  especially  a  facility  ot'injreas  and  egress,  with 
a  aufSciant  depth  of  water  for  xliips  of  tlie  largest  cla-saes, 
and  of  a  capacity  to  permit  the  Ivgeat  fleets  to  ride  with- 
in their  waters,  in  sectinty  fi*oin  atorms,  or  obslructioiis 
from  accumulationt  of  ice ;  tliat  its  proximity  to  t)ic  (»cean 
gives  all  the  advantages  of  convenieut  attitcfc  or  retreat 
Awn  an  enemy  i  and  th^  from  the  number  and  nature 
of  the  cliannels  of  entrance  and  departure,  a  fleet  could 
nut  be  blockaded  witliin  it  without  an  application  of  force 
incomparably  greater  than  the  one  intended  to  be  shut 
up  ;  and  that  it  b  believed  to  be  defensible  at  an  expense 
&r  leas  than  tliat  wbicli  lias  been  incurred  for  similar  ob- 
Jects.  In  addition  to  these  impmtant  advantages,  it  is  de- 
seribetl  by  the  officers  above  named  as  admittiiiif  of  the 
entrance  of  vessels  with  the  wind  blowing  fram  potnta 
of  the  compass  during  the  prevalence  of  which  it  would 
be  impossible  to  make  a  port  in  any  Ikarbop  on  the  Kast- 
ern  coast  of  the  United  States.  This  peculiar  laciiity 
might*  if  the  hubor  was  properly  defended,  result  in}the 
secunty  of  e  fleet  from  the  attadcs  of  a  superior  eitemy, 
and  affbrds  ttie  atrongeat  inducements  to  prondc  tor  its 
■cicntifieol  survey,  ami  the  detennitution  of  all  the 
pmnts  connected  with  tb«  subject. 

It  is  respectfoUy  recommended  that  an  appropriation 
be  made,  authorizing  such  survey  by  the  proper  Engi- 
neers, of  the  harbor  of  Newtwrt,  or  other  po«lioii»  on 
Nam^puuet  Bay,  with  a  view  to  the  aetectioii  of  a  site 
ofTeriti^  Uie  greatest  number  of  these  advantt^ea,  and 
awe^tible  of  defimce  at  tlw  least  expenarto  the  nation. 


Some  difTorenct;  of  opinion  having  faken  p1acp  be- 
twkien  the  Cummissioiiei-s  of  the  N.»vy  Yttr-U,  wb'»  were 
appointed  to  cx  imtne  the  sites  at  the  N:ivy  Yanl  in  Bniuk- 
lyii  unil  (lOvernor'n  UlaiMl,  to  determine  which  of  the  two 
positions  wa^  more  eligible  fur  a  nav^l  dopnt  and  build- 
ing yanl*  no  s:,*lectiwi  liad  been  m.ule  for  the  biiiUingt 
which  were  required  fi>r  the  several  purpnses  sf  the  cs- 
tahlishinent,  ThtsyanI  had  consequcnily  remained  iin- 
improvef),  to  the  great  injury  uf  (lie  store  of  matrriah 
which  hail  been  cullccled  there,  as  well  as  the  general 
operations  of  building  and  repairing. 

The  subject  luving  been  referred  to  yonr  oonsiden- 
tjon,  and  all  the  dueumeuts  explaining  the  relative  ad- 
vantagesof  the  two  sites  having  been  uid  before  yon,  it 
has,  in  conformity  with  your  opinion,  been  ordered  that 
:lie  timber-houses  bball  b<:  erecte^I  at  the  old  establish' 
ment  at  Hmoklyi),  until  furtlier  surveys  ean  bf  made,  af- 
fording such  minute  information  as  will  justify  a  final  dis- 
position of  the  subject. 

11ie  papers  herewith  tranamitteil,  marked  F,  furnish 
statemenu  commtmicated  by  the  BoarrI  of  Sary  Com- 
missioners. 

Ko.  1  shows  the  number  of  vessels  of  war  in  ordinary 
at  the  dtflTtrrent  stations,  their  present  condition,  and  the 
progress  which  has  been  made  in  protecting  them  from 
the  eSuCts  of  the  weather,  and  the  expense  which  must 
be  incurred  fi»-  their  thorough  n-iuur. 

No.  S  shows  that  there  arc  now  on  the  stocky  well 
protected  from  the  weather,  and  ink  very  advanced  stage 
of  preparation,  five  ships  the  line  and  seven  frigates. 
These  can  be  readily  finislied  and  put  in  commiarioiu 
whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  service  may  demaiHl  an 
increase  of  the  naval  force. 

An  important  ctrcnmstance  attending  this  condition  of 
the  vessels  alluded  to,  is,  tliat  they  may  be  retained  Ibr 
any  length  of  time  in  their  present  utiution,  without  ma- 
terial injury  from  any  cause  of  decay,  and  Uiat  this  is  cF- 
fectcd  at  an  expense  scarcely  worth  estimating. 

No.  3  exhibits  the  measures  taken  for  the  protectioB  of 
the  vessels  in  ordinary  from  further  decay. 

The  list  marked  *,  giving  a  view  of  the  quantity  of  ma- 
terials fur  the  Navy  collected  at  the  several  places  of  de- 
pot, shows  that,  making  all  due  allowance  fbr  tftat  por- 
tion which  has  been  rendered  unfit  for  use  by  tlidr  Jong 
exposure  to  the  weather,  there  is  still  remaining  a  large 
supply  of  the  most  valuable  qualities. 

The  great  loss  which  has  been  suffered  from  the  causes 
mentioned  above,  has  made  it  necessary  to  ut^  the  adop- 
tion of  measures  to  prevent  its  future  occurrence  ;  and  in* 
structions  liave  been  issued  to  provide  in  time  the  nece«- 
sary  houses  and  timber  slie4h  so  as  to  guard  against  tbe 
injurious  expoetire  of  tlw  materials  to  the  vctfher,  after 
they  sti  ill  have  been  deposited  at  the  respective  Navy 
Yanls. 

The  accmnjjanying  extracts  of  letters,  marke  1  G,  ad- 
th-Msed  to  the  Department  by  the  ofRcCrs  of  the  Navy, 
who  have  bad  opportunities  of  witnessing  the  employ- 
ment of  canvass  trade  of  cotton,  on  board  their  respec- 
tive vessels,  are  herewith  presented  for  yonr  iMnmler- 
ation. 

The  results  of  their  observations  go  fiu*  to  confirm  the 
fkvorable  anticipations  which  have  been  entertained  of 
the  value  of  tills  kind  of  canvass.  And  the  opinion  may 
now,  with  some  cotifldenec,  be  ofPered*  diat  tha  article 
of  domestic  production  wilt  ultimately  supersede  the  ne- 
cessity for  the  importation  of  Ibreign  hemp,  fiv  the  mami- 
fitcture  of  alurgc  portion  oF  the  canvass  KqiUred  fbr  the 
United  St;(tes'  Mavy. 

The  Uws  Iitr  tlm  government  of  the  Navy  are  believed 
to  require  revision.  Under  the  vagufe  and  indeterminate 
provisions  uf  thexe  Inwi,  it  can  scarecly  happen  tint  rimi- 
lar  dcgrcM  of  punishment  will  be  awonled  for  similar  de- 
grees df  offence. 
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The  trtbiiiuls  inventetl  with  the  power  of  trying  per* 
snm  clmwcd  with  vioUtiona  of  these  laws,  inay,  in  tmny 
eaat%  (ifuie  Pftrty  has  beeii  fouml  fCuilty)  tentenca  the 
otfemler  to  aimer  tlie  severest  penalties  of  the  law,  or  tlis- 
miin  him  wiih  the  mere  nominal  punishment  of  repri- 
mand- the  words  of  the  law,  in  several  of  its.mosl  iinpor- 
unt  articlss,  being  that  the  offender  shal^  on  conviction, 
&c.  **  suffer  death,  or  such  other  ptinialiment  as  the  cciurt 
shall  adju^" 

Amongafthe  evib  and  odiouB  feetures  of  the  law,  as  an 
institution,  this  very  uncertainty  liaa  been  cited  an  oiiu 
justly  iBcriting  the  opprobrium  which  lias  been  attached 
to  it ;  ami,  pervading  as  it  does  almost  every  pert  of  this 
system,  it  fumixlies,  indepewlsntly  of  other  defects,  an 
urgent  motive  for  a  recwnsiilemtion  of  the  subject  by  tiie 
Nolional  I.«j^ature. 

Believing  that  the  usefuhMss  ami  reputation  of  the  Na- 
« y  are  ooiinecled  essentislly  witit  its  obedience  to  the 
laws  and  regulations  enacted  fur  iu  government,  tlic  De- 
partment has  been  aa>idn»unly  engaged  in  endeavoring  Jo 
promote  their  proper  ubservnnce,  and  to  cause  the  du- 
ties uf  its  oilicen^  es|>ecially  of  its  junior  member^  to  be 
(fiMJurged  in  alternate  routine,  thus  impostrar  on  each  a 
share  of  the  burdens,  and  givutg  to  all  the  advantages  to 
be-drnred  from  a  practical  attention  to  them. 

InaoonununicKtion  made  to  the  honorable  Chwmuut 
fjf  tlie  Committees  of  Naval  Affairs  in  the  Senate  ami 
Hotise  of  Representatives,  on  the  t6th  February  last, 
proposing  a  peace  establishment,  some  remarks  were  of> 
fen^d  supporting  the  opinion  tliat  it  was  just  and  expedi- 
ent that  an  increase  in  the  rank  of  its  oAiccrs  shoul  I  con- 
atitute  a  part  of  the  naval  ^steiii. 

While  the  United  States'  marine  was  confined  to  a  few 
A^ntea  and  smaller  vessels,  no  advantage  cotdd  have  been 
gained*  in  any  ptunt  of  view,  from  higher  grades  in  the 
naval  service  than  that  of  Captwn.  Ilut,  since  the  great 
increase  in  the  number  and  size  of  the  United  Sutes' 
vessels  of  war,  and  as  occasions  arise  in  tike  service  for 
their  combination  into  fleets  or  squa  Ironic  otiier  duties, 
arduous  and  responMble,  and  requiring  Uia  poatession  uf 
superior  nautical  science  and  general  intdligence,  de- 
volve upon  their  commanders.  These  higher  degrees  of 
qualification  far  the  servioe,  the  fniit  of  lotig  ana  unre- 
mitting devotion  to  their  acquirement,  merit  a  correspon- 
dent elevation  in  professional  rank  and  distinction. 

It  lias  been  suppoied;  also,  that  superior  rank  has  a  ten- 
dency to  secure  the  enforcement  of  diiciprme,  inasmuch 
as  the  orders  of  a  superior  are  more  readily  and  &ithfully 
observed  than  those  of  one  uf  equal  grade. 

The  increase  may  c^uinly  ubviwtc  some  causes  of  ir- 
ritatiun  in  tlte  intercourse  of  tlie  officers  of  the  Navy  with 
hose  of  fbrei|p)  nations,  tlie  least  powerful  of  which  have 
biglier  grades  than  are  known  in  this  service,  and  uni- 
vetaally  claim  boiMwa  and  precedence  according  to  their 
rank.  These  must  either  be  yielded,  or  intercourse  sus- 
pended ;  and  this  could  not  but  result  injuriously,  should 
it  be  neoesfary  for  the  United  States'  vessels  to  oo-oper- 
ate  with  thoee  of  otiier  nations  in  any  difficult  naval  en- 
terprise.' 

Tha  subject  of  an  increase  of  the  pay  of  the  officers 
the  Navy  ua  hmtofore  been  brought  to  your  considers- 
tion  ;  and  you  are  again  respectfidly.refened  to  the  sug- 
gestions^ offered  in  llM  report  made  to  you  on  the  fint 
l>ecember  but. 

In  anticipation  that  this  measure  wi'l  receive  Eivorable 
consideration,  estimates,  founded  on  the  scale  of  increas- 
ed compensation  proposed  at  the  lost  scstuon  of  Congvesiv 
are  henwith  transmitted.  ■ 

The  autiuMity  which  is  given  to  ilie  Department  to 
make  allowances  out  of  the  contingent  fund  to  cover  the 
expenses  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  for  various  incidental 
purposes,  forms  an  important  item  in  its  duties  and  pow< 
en.    The  disiMMition  of  this  large  fund  is  wholly  within 


the  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  its  u>pllcs- 
tion  only  limited  by  his  sense  of  justice  and  enpediency. 

Without  ui^ng  tiiat  this  discretion  has,  at  any  time, 
been  improper^  or  unjustly  exercised,  it  may  be  said 
that  it  unqueattonably  offers  the  means  of  committing 
great  abuses  by  extravagant  grants.or  allowances  to  some, 
while  these  beneliLs  may  be  wholly  withheld  from  others. 

As  fitr  as  it  is,  practicable,  these  allowances,  now  con- 
tingent, should  be  specifically  designated,  securing,  with^ 
nut  the  abuse  of  the  fund,  a  ttist  return  to  the  parties  for 
the  sums  necessarily  expended  for  such  incidental  pur- 
puses. 

I'his,  iu  many  eases,  may  he  effected  by  legislative 
enactments,  particularly  as  relates  to  (ravelling  expenses, 
attendance  un  courts  nuKial,  either  as  members  or  vit> 
nesses,  the  pay  of  Judge  Advocates,  and  to  officers  an* 
gained  on  extra  duty  beyond  the  limiu  of  their  station^ 
Sec. 

In  the  absence  of  precise  legal  provision  on  these 
points,  the  allowanec!!  in  future  will  be  ctmfinetl  strictly 
to  the  sums  believed  to'  be  necesHiy  to  mret  Ihe  ex- 
penses  of  officers  so  employ«l. 

In  the  report  made  to  the  honorable  tlte  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, on  the  3Ist  of  January  last,  a  recommendation 
was  offered,  proposing  some  nuwlification  in  the  power! 
ami  duties  of  Ihe  Hoam  of  Commissioners  of  ihe  Navy. 

The  Department  has  not  fomid  cause  to  chan^  the 
opinion  then  expressed,  that  a  divinon  of  the  dubes  of 
the  Navy  Board  would  have  a  tendency  to  secure  the  dis- 
chaive  of  its  various  tluties  more. for  Uie  piiMic  benefit ; 
that  It  jvoiild  espedally  favor  this,  directing  "  the  un- 
divided attenthm  of  the  officer  to  the  cbss  of  duties  which 
may  be  confidefi  t )  his  management  /*  "  that  this  exclu- 
sive devotion  of  his  time  and  talents  to  a  single  train  of 
services  would  enable  him  to  attain  a  more  intimate  know- 
ledge nf  their  interest,"  to  adopt  a  better  system  fur 
their  execution  ;  and  "tltat  it  would  secure  a  stronger 
tndividiial  re^KinaibUity  for  their  faiUrful  discharge." 

Tlie  connderations  enumerated  above  oflfer  their  own 
recommendation  i  and  being  in  concurrence  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  Board  itself,  a  body  which,  from  expe- 
rience, has  deriv«<ltbe  means  offotming  correct  opinions 
on  the  subject,  it  may  be  fiiiriy  pretuiBM  that  the  adop- 
tion of  the  measure  will  result  in  much  public  utility. 

The  docnments  marked  H,  I,  K,  show  the  number  of 
deatihs,  dismiss^  and  resignation^  which  have  oecutred 
within  the  present  year. 

The  estimates  for  the  year  1831  are  herewith  transmit- 
ted, marked  L>- 

The  appropriations  fur  the  present  yenr  have  been 
found  more  than  sufficient  for  its  current  expenditures  { 
and  there  wilt  remain  of  them  an  un'expended  balance, 
probably  exceeding  one  million  of  dollars. 

It  has  been  doubted  by  many  able  and  observant  offi- 
cers of  the  Navy  whether  tlie  marine  corps,  as  constitut- 
ing a  part  of  the  naval  force,  might  not  be  dispensed 
with,  without  materially  diminishing  its  efficiency.  On 
this  pmnt,  the  opinions  of  many  of  the  superior  officers 
of  the  Navy  were  called  for,  and  presented  to  the  honor> 
able  Ctuurman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiiirs  of  the 
Senate,  during  the  last  session  of  Congress.  These,  it 
appeared,  were  by  no  means  in  accordance  with  each 
other;  and  this  diveruty  of  sentiment  airongst  persons 
best  qualified  to  determine  the  question  has  induced  the 
Department  to  withhold  any  recommeiulatiun  on  the 
subject. 

l*he  hiws  authorizing  the  establisliment  of  this  corps 
provide  that  it  shall  be  governed  by  the  "  same  rules  and 
articles  of  war  as  are  prescribed  for  the  military  establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
service  in  which  it  shall  be  employed,"  &c.  Under  this 
provision,  it  has  been  determined  that  marines,  while  ser- 
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Ting  aX  Nsvy  Yards,  atnll  tie  ^vemed  hj  milituy  ref- 
lation. By  this  decision,  two  aystems  of  diacipBne  are 
broug^it  into  operation  on  peruHtw  employed  on  dti^  at 
the  same  estabtiahment.  The  iiwonveniencet  of  such 
an  aiTMigeinent  must  be  apparent.  The  perfect  pre- 
•emtiM  ot  Kood  older  at  the  Navy  yards  deimndi  that 
the  (Mnnmaader  should  have  the  excluaivc  government  of 
all  persons  emptngrcd  in  service  within  Uie  limita  of  his 
command. 

Asa  measuie  tending  to  give  reputation  and  efficiency 
to  the  Navy,  the  cultivation  of  the  minds  of  those  who  are- 
to  compose  it*  active  members  is  a  subject  of  great  nation- 
al interest  It  is  a  fact  which  will  not  be  quesdioned,  that 
the  eariy  education  of  the  officen  of  the  Navy  b  entire- 
ly unequal  to  tUe  character  they  have  subsequently  to 
sustain. 

Few  appointments  under  the  Government  involve  a 
necessity  for  more  general  and  scientific  attainments.— 
As  ofRcers  of  Uie  Navy,  they  are  required  to  aot  as  judg- 
es of  the  law  and  evidence,  on  trials  of  their  brotlter  tm- 
eera  for  offences  atTecting  tlte  lives  and  characters  of  the 
accused :  as  comman<lers  of  ships,  they  should  poaseaa  not 
only  a  practical  acquaintance  with  seamanship,  but  an  ac- 
curate knowledge  of  those  brandies  of  mathematics  con- 
nected with  the  science  of  nav^alion,witU  astronomy  and 
nogr^hytand,  as  eommaaden of  flaeto  or  squainwis^ 
they  must  be  well  infbmied  on  all  pouila  of  international 
law,  having  reference  to  the  rights  of  neutrals  and  belli- 
gtrents,  the  often  recurring  education  of  the  rights  of 
blockade,  and  other  interdietWDs  of  intercourse  between 
powers  standing  in  this  r^ticm  to  each  othert  to  possess 
an  accniate  acquaintance  with  the  nwderit  languages,  to 
enable  them  to  enter  mto  discusaioni  on  points  of  differ- 
enee  which  may  arise  with  the  reprewntatives  of  foreign 
States  speaking  auch  foreign  language;  and  it  may  often 
happen  that  ttie  communications  can  only  be  advantage- 
ously made  in  the  language  of  the  party  with  whom  the 
subject  of  dispute  may  ezut.  The  sons  of  the  wealthy 
may  obtain  these  advantages  from  the  bountjr  of  their  pa- 
rental but,  without  tin  aid  of  pudilia  inatnietioiii  how  are 
the  sons  of  the  lam  affluent  to  becooie  qnal^d  to  eom- 
inand  in  the  naval  aenriee^ 

It  may  be  ftirther  rmiarkedt  that.  while-aKhool,  -on 
the  most  liberal  and  eomprebeuMve  plan  of  inaiructktn, 
has  been  provided  for  the  military  laient  of  the  countty, 
and  has  been  endowed  with  every  attribute  for  the  ad- 
vanoementoftheedueatiQnOf  the  youth  whoaspiw  toa 
ihare  in  the  toils  or  honors  of  a  military  life,  the  only  pto- 
▼taion  whieh  has  been  authorized  by  law  for  Uic  inatruc- 
tioQ  of  the  midshipmen  in  the  Navy  is  to  be  found  in  the 
aninranee  of  #25  per  montlt  to  tlie  schoolmasters  retain- 
ed on  board  the  larger  vessels  of  war. 

"Hie  reports  on  the  concerns  of  the  Navy  tlaapibd  and 
Navy  Pension  funds  will  be  transmitted  as  soon  a*  the  ac- 
eoanta  of  th«  several  Agents  are  recwred.  TIm  vBmote' 
nesB  of  the  residence  <h  some  of  the  Agents  of  the  Pen- 
non fund  makes  it  difficult  and  inconvenient  to  obtain 
complete  statements  of  their  transactions  to  be  rendered 
within  the  lime  ptvscribed  by  the  act  of  33d  April,  1800. 

In  presenting  views  of  the  polioy  whieb  it  may  be  for 
the  public  interest  should  ba  punued  in  reference  to  the 
naval  estabUahment,  it  may  be  observed  that  the  rapid  in- 
creue  of  the  population  and  general  resourcca  of  the  na- 
tion, which  has  already  taken  place»  and  is  daily  advanc- 
ing, leaves  little  to  be  dreaded  from  invauona  of  its  terri- 
tory by  an  external  foe,  detached  as  it  is  from  the  great 
warlike  powers  of  the  world. 

It  will  beonlbeooean,  and  in  the  transitof  its  mercan- 
tile ente^nise  to  distant  mwkets*  that  the  nation  mxy  be 
regarded  as  most  vulnerable  t  umI  to  this  pmnt  should  its 
efiortfc  for  defence  be  chiefly  directed. 

Tiie  great  expense  attemUng  the  support  of  lo  large  a 
naval  force  as  may  be  oeeinondyreqtured  to  i^Teaeeo- 


rity  to  the  commercial  pursuits  of  the  oountiy,  aad  to  pro- 
tect the  acceanble  portions  of  the  coasu  from  invasion 
andfttucks  of  a  foreign  foe,  makes  it  a  matter  of  leadii^ 
importance  that  a  ayittem  be  pursued  which  shall  place 
the  TCMuKes  of  the  eountiy  in  a  eon^tion  to  be  loddy 
brouglit  into  aetion  whenever  the  necessity  presents  it- 
self, without  incurring  the  expense  of  maintaiiung  sueb 
large  force  when  its  services  are  not  wanted- 

This,  dnubtless,  will  be  found  to  be  a  task  of  anueh 
difBniliy.  It  may,  however,  it  is  believed,  in  some  mea- 
sure be  attained  by  steadily  altering  to  the  course  sag* 
gested  to  yon  is  a  former  ounmaitoitioii— to  provide 
for  the  collection  of  snppties  of  all  the  materials  fbr  the 
constnietion  of  a  Navy,  whtcAi  require  much  time  to  pat 
them  in  a  condition  for  use,  and  which  can  be  preserved 
without  material  deterioration  or  decay  ;  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  these  by  seasoning  an<l  other  proceases,  and  the 
preservation  of  them  after  being  so  prepared,  until  re> 
quired  to  be  tised ;  to  retwn  no  amre  vessels  of  war  in 
commission  tfian  are  required  (or  the  immediate  wants  of 
the  serviee,  ami  lo  cause  those  which  it  may  be  judged 
proper  should  be  built  to  be  reserved  en  the  stocki^  pro- 
perly Weltered,  until  their  services  are  called  for  by  the 
national  wants  t  to  provide  for  (he  effectuM  repair  and 
preservation  of  the  vessels  in  ordinary  ;  lo  appoint  to  the 
service  no  larger  number  of  junior  officers  than  can  be 
kept  actively  employed,  either  at  sea,  at  the  stations  on 
shore,  orin  the  acquirement  of  a  luiowledgc  of  the  vari- 
ous branches  of  their  profiessional  education.  Oa  this 
latter  point,  it  may  be  remarked,  that,  to  keep  in  the  pay 
of  the  Government  a  greater  number  of  Ibeoe  officers 
than  can  be  usefully  employed,  is  not  only  *  prodig^ 
waste  of  the  public  money,  but  a  prodigal  diuae  of  the 
character  of  the  youth  of  the  co*intry.  When  thus  ap- 
pointed to  the  Navy,  and  taken  from  the  guardtenridp  of 
their  natural  friends,  »nd  thrown,  vndiout  resunint  or  oc- 
cupation, upon  Bociety.'it  can  mrety  lnpi>en  that  th^  es- 
cape the  dissolute  and  enervating liabits  inndcnt  toaGfe 
of  idlenen  and  indulgence. 

Every  day's  expcnence  gives  confirmation  to  the  opin- 
ion, that  the  wont  efl^ts  to  the  moral  and  profieanonal 
characters  of  the  HidsMpmen  of  the  Navy  reauh  fhNB  Ais 
state  of  emaneipatiMi  iMm  'parental  guafdianship,  enre- 
■trained  by  the  active  diacipline  of  the  acrvice  to  wbieh 
they  nominally  belong. 

Should  the  exigeneiea  of  the  nation  demand  a  sadden 
increase  of  the  corns,  it  would  be  fiu- safer  to  resort  to  ap- 
pointments made  for  the  oecaston*  than  to  rely  upon  su- 
pernumeraries thuB.beeome  negBgent  and  iasubordinafeef 
and  who^  if  brought  into  serviSe,  vouM  rather  tend  to 
weaken  than  to  augment  its  strength- 
Other  subjects  Mlieved  to  have  a  claim  to  conudeia- 
tion  are,  the  state  of  the  imsetlled  sceottnta  tif  the  dis- 
bursing officers,'  a  general  survey  of  (he  coasts,  baibors, 
&C.  The  former  was*  brought  to  your  notice  during  the 
last  session  of 'Cor^press  i  the  latter,  as  a  measure  lahid- 
ing  infermatien  on  the  getwrsphiosJ  poaitHms  of  thepiin- 
eipal  capea  and  promontones,  die  depth  and  direetiofl  of 
the  channels  of  the  bays  and  harbors,. be,  is  a  subject  in- 
timately connected  with  the  security  and  preoperity  of 
the  Umted  States  Navy.  To  tiww  jouraMeMaon  bagaia 
respectfully  invited. 

JOHN  BBANCH. 


REPORT  OF  THB  POSTMASTKR  OBWBRAL. 

PosTOrrici  DavAaTKB^rr,  30th  Nov.  1830. 

71*  the  PrttUtent  of  tKe  OniUd  Sbiia- 

Sia  ;  I  hare  the  honor  to  submit  tiie  following  report 
of  the  ttaneaetioas^  eonditwn,  and  prospects,  of  this  ]>e> 
^arUnant. 
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Th«  expendituTMof  the  Dcp»rtment,  for 

the  yc&r  commeiicing  with  the  Ibt  of 

Jubt  ISST,  and  extending  to  (be  lit  of 

July,  1838,  we  e  -  ■  -  9 1,633,893  80 
1  he  ncciptat  betnr  the  amount  of  poi- 

turta  returned  for-  tlie  nne  penvd, 

.wen   1,598.877  95 


Showing  »n  excen  of  ezp^diture  be* 
yond  the  revenue,  for  that  year,  of 


35,015  85 


Tb«  expenditurei,  from  the  1st  of  July 

1838»  to  the  lit  of  July,  1839,  were  1,783,133  57 
The  anuHint  of  poita{fei  returned  for 

the  same  periotCwas      -      -  1.707,418  43 


Slmwingan  exec 
that  year,  of 


of  expenditure, 


74,714  15 


The  total  expenditures  from  the  lit  of 

July,  1839,  to  the  l«t  <rf  July,  183Q. 

we»     ......       1,933,707  95 

7b  toiti  for  compenwtion 

to  PoMnuMten,  595,334  9S 

Tmniportation  of  the  mail  1,374,009  98 
Ineidenlal  expenaei  63,463  04 

The  amount  of  poata^  returned  for  the 


same  period,  WM 


1,850,583  10 


(It  ihould  be  noted  that  the  exceeaof  thia  last  halfyear 
would  have  appeared,  at  it  aetually  waa.  but  917,019  16, 
had  not  a  portion  >f  Uie  current  expenditures  that  utere 
made  in  the  preceding  year  been  entered  in  the  account* 
■f  ths  ftnt  half  of  tiie  prcaent  year.) 
The  whole  amount  of  poatagea  from  the 

lit  or  July*  1839,  to  the  lit     Joiy  of 

the  prcaent  year,  u  presented  in  the 

foregoing  lUtement,  is  -  1,8£^58S  10 

The  amount  tsS  poatage  Ihim  the  1st  of 

Jiily,  1838,  to  the  Itt  oi  July.  1839, 

waa  i,r07,4lB  43 


Exhibiting  an  exccas  of  expenditure  be- 
yond the  revenue,  for  this  last  year,  of         83»134  85 

This  deficit  of  the  current  receipU  of  the  laat  year  to 
meet  the  expenditurca  of  the  department,  it  will  be  oh- 
■arved,  baa  not  increaaed,  above  that  of  tha  prececUng 
year,  in  ao  great  a  ratio  as  that  of  the  precading  year  in- 
«re«sed  beyond  the  deficit  of  the  year  anterior  to  the  Ist 
of  Jtdy,  1838.  The  inference  deduced  from  this  Imct,  u 
weU  as  the  incrca^ng  pros^rily  of  the  Departraent,  will 
be  shown  more  distinctly  in  an  exhibit  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  tlie  Department,  by  half  jFcarii,  for 
the  two  preceding  years.  Thua  the  Kgutar  increase  of 
Che  revenue  of  the  Department  wilLsuiBdeDtljr  demoe- 
strate  iu  abiUty,  by  its  future  receipts,  to  fiiMU  lU  exten. 
sire  engagenionis,  should  no  considerabh  charges  be 
created,  for  e  few  yeara  more,  in  additimi  to  those  inci- 
dent to  the  preaeiit  establiabment. 

The  expenditoTM  for  the  latter  half  of 

the  year  1831^  were  »  851,190  96 

Hie  rccripts  for  the  sanie  period      -         83(S,3S5  36 


of  expenditure 


34,935  60 


Ttie  expenJiturcB  of  the  1st  half  year  of 

1839,  were   930,941  61 

The  receipts,     .      -      -      .      -  881,163  06 

Excess  of  expenditure  49.778  55 


The  expenditureauf  lh«  second  hslf  year 

of  1829,  were   -      .     '•      -      -  948,506  74 

The  receipts   893,837  60 

Excess  of  expenditure  fur  tliathalf 

'  yew       .      .      .      -      •  55,530  14 


The  txpcadiluNS  of  the  first  bidf  yew 

of  1830,  were         ....  984,341  31 

Hie  receipts        .      -      - '     -      -  957,755  50 

Ewtis  for  the  iMt  half  yew  36^585  71 


Giving  an  increase  in  thia  one 

year,  of         ....  143,164  68 
The  amount  of  available  fundi  'at  the 
diipo^l  of  the  Department  on  the  1st 

of  July.  1839,  was  reported  to  be  ■  310,849  07 
Deduct  the  excess  of  expenditure  for  the 

bst  yew   83,134  85 


Leaves  this  amount  of  surphu 


148,734  3t 


The  system  of  financial  operationa,  as  mentioned  in 
aiy  report  of  .last  year,  has  fulfilled  aU  the  anticipations 
of  its  efficiency.  Ttw  promptitude  evinced  by  the 
"depositing  Postmaster^'  in  general,  and  the  enttn 
certainty  «  Ae  aeeounts,  both  witii  the  banks  and  those 
postmasters,  exclude  of  the  security  in  all  these  trans- 
actions derived  to  the  public  from  this  system,  have,  in 
no  small  degree,  contributed  to  the  ability  of  the  Depart* 
mcnt  to  meet  its  extensive  demands. 

In  the  several  Statei.  Improvements  in  mail  fiicilities 
have  been  loudly  called  fort  and,  in  many  instances,  the 
growing  population  and  extending  settlemenU  of  the 
couatiy  have  ahsolutely  required  then.  In  maJdng  aueh 
improvementib  care  haa  been  taken  ao  to  extend  then  as 
to  give  the  greatest  possible  accommodation  at  tlie  least 
expense,  anu  in  such  a  manner  aa  would  be  moillikety  10 
increase  the  revenue.  It  is  in  part  owing  to  these  im- 
provements that  the  amount  of  revenue  is  so  much  aug- 
mented, though  they  have,  at  the  same  time,  conri(lera< 
bly  increased  the  expenditures  of  tlie  Department. 

Between  the  1st  of  July  1839,  and  the  1st  of  July 
1830,  the  transportation  of  the  mail  <vm  increased,  in 
itagei,  equal  to  745,767  milesayCwt 

On  horseback  and  in  aulkies  67,104    do.  do. 

Making  an  annual  increase  of  trans- 
portation, equal  to  813,871  milea  a  year 
beyond  the  amount  of  any  former  period. 

The  annual  transportation  of  tite  mail,  on  the  Ist-  of 
July  last,  was  about  9.531,577  miles  in  stagest  and  the 
whole  yearly  transportation  in  mache^  steamboat^  siiI- 
kies,  and  on  horseback,  amounted,  at  that  period,  to 
about  14,500,000  milrs. 

The  existing  contracts  for  transporting  the  mail  in  tlie 
southern  division,  embracing  tlie  btates  of  Vipginia,North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  (ieorgia,  and  the  territory  of 
Florida,  will  expire  with  the  current  year.  In  the  re- 
newal of  tliow  contracts,  provision  has  been  made  for 
extending  sta^e  accommodations  over  1,503  miles  of  post 
roads,  on  whicli  the  mail  haa  hitherto  been  carried  on 
horses  only,  or  in  sulkies,  and  on  which  the  annual  trans- 
portation in  stages,  u  iD,  from  the  Igt  of  January  next, 
aniotmt  to  378,  656  miles.  The  frequency  of  trips  will 
abo  be  increased  on  894  miles  of  ensling  stage  routes,  to 
the  annual  incseaae  of  138,358  mUest  making,  together, 
an  inerease ot sft^  trarupoiiation' fd  the  mailyfiom  the 
1st  of  January  next,  of  417.014  milea  a  year. 

Provision  is  also  made  for  the  more  frequent  transpor- 
tation of  die  mail  vn  different  routes,  as  followi: 
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Doeumenta  aeeompmying  the  PretihnPt  Mem^e. 


Incraue  of  trip*  on  hone  routes   -   31»834  mileg  a  year      The  rules  tliat  hare  been  adopted  in  relation  to  tin: 

Increase  of  trips  on  exisluif^  routes  conduct  of  poatmasten,  placing-  the  inTestt|ratiMt  nf  ■!! 

changed  from  horae  to  ttage  official  dalinquencite  under  the  immediate  superintefMl- 

routca      ....      -  118,456  du.         ance  of  an  Amistwt,  and  sabjectinf  them  tottaeibrict 

Inereaau  of  trips  on  sta^  reatea   -  13%3M  do.       ■  scrutiny  of  an  able  and  vigflant  oiBoer,  haa  been  ^ndnc- 

—   '  tive  of  the  happiest  results.    There  we,  at  the  preisnt 

Making,  togethnv't        increase  of  388,638  mile?    of  ^  time,  in  the    United  States,  8,401  post  offices  ;  and 


tranq>ortation  of  mails,  in  a  yesj,  beyond  the  amount  of  I  amon^  that  nnmber,  scattered  over  the  whole  Union,  it 
present  trsnsportation  in  that  division,  besidtrs  tJie  im-  :  is  not  possible  to  prevent  disorders,  to  the  ^reat  loM  of 
ptorement  of  substituting  stsgea  for  horse  transportation.  I  individuals,  and  sometimes  of  the  Department,  without 

Among  these  improrements  m  included,  a  line  of,  the  uorendtted  and  undivided  attention  of  •  c«iiiip«t«it 
■tares  ftom  Edenton  to  Washington,  N.  C.(  from  New-  officer.  The  duties  of  this  branch  of  the  Department, 
beni  to  Wilmington,  K.  C.j  a  steamboat  Kne  from  Wil-  under  iU  present  organization,  have,  however,  been  to 
miiwton  to  SmithnUet  &  a  line  of  sUges  from  Bmithville,  [  discharged  as  to  secure  as  great  a  degree  of  cunfideRce 
N.,C.  to  Georgetown,  S.  Ci  all  of  which  are  to  run  '  in  the  fidelity  of  iU  officer^  generallf,  aa  could  have  ex- 
twiea  a  week  each  way.  These  arrangements  will  com- 1  isted  in  any  Ibrmer  period,  when  the  number  waa  c«n|»- 
plete  the  regular  communication,  by  steamboats  and  ;  rativcjy  rmall. 
stage*,  between  Baltimore,  Hd.,  Mid  Charleston,  S.  C,  [  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

^g  the  sea-board,  by  way  oTNoifolk,  Va.,  Elizabeth  With  grwt  respect, 

Gity,  Edeofton,  Washington,  Newbem,  Wilmington,  and  Tour  very  obedient  semiit, 

SimlhTtU^N.  C,  and  ficorgetown,  S-  C— an  accommo-  W.  T.  BAKKT. 

dation  d««red  ahke  by  the  public  and  the  D^kartmeiit. 

Provinon  is  also  made  for  expediting  the  mail  on  many 
important  routes «  among  which  it  the  whole  route  be- 
tween this  place  and  Fort  Mitdiell,  via  Richmond,  Va. 
Ral^fi^i,  N.O.,  Columbia,  S.  C,  and  Milledgcville,  Ga., 
vbidi  line  will  be  traversed  in  two  days  less  time  than  at 
present  t  m  that  the  mail  will  nm  from  this  city  to  New- 
Orieans  in  13  days,  after  the  Ist  of  January  nexL 

Allowing  the  average  expense  of  transportation,  by 
lione  or  sulksy,  to  be  five  eents  per  mile,  aitd  by  stages 
tobc  thirteen  cents  per  mile,  whicli  U  about  tlie  mean 
rate  paid  i»  the  souUiem  diviuon,  the  value  of  these  im- 
provements, exdodve  of  the  vshie  of  iiH»«ased  expedi- 
tkm,  irill  be  as  follows  : 

Annual  amount  of  transportation  changed  from  horses  to 
stwes,  378,656  miles,  at  8  ceiilB  per  mile, 
(the  mean  difference,)  *33.293  48 

To  be  added  for  increased  number  of  trips  on 
the  same,  amounting,  annually,  to  118,456 
miles,  at  5  cents  per  mile, 
Increased  niimhcr  of  trips  on  former  atsge 
routes  amounting,  annually,  to  138,338 
miles,  at  13  cenU  per  mile 
Increased  number  of  trips  on  horie  and  sul- 
routes,  amounting,  annually,  to  31,824 
mileii,  at  5  cents  per  mile. 


5,932  80 


17,986  54 


1,591  SO 


447,793  03 


Making  the  total  annual  ralue  of  the  improve< 
menl^ 

.The  contracts  have  been  made  fur  the  ensuing  four 
'  years,  from  the  1st  of  January  next,  including  all  these 
improvements,  at  a  sum  less  than  the  amount  now  paid 
li>r  iniiisiiorling  the  m-iils  in  that  division,  by  $25,047  87 
1*o  this  Slim  add  the  estimated  value  of  tlie 
improvements,  aa  before  stated,  47,793  03 

And  the  actual  saving  to  the  llepartmeiit,  in 
the  renewing  of  the  contract^  will  amount 
annually  lo  73,810  69 

Besides  the  very  considerable  amount  gained  in  the 
increased  expedition  of  tite  mails  uii  many  routes  of  great 
interest  to  the  community,  tlie  value  mliic))  cannot  be 
well  eilimated. 

lit  thin  saving  in  thecxpcnw  of  the  contracts,  and  the 
additioiud  revenue  which  may  be  anticipated  from  the 
improvements  Uiey  secure,  togctlicr  with  llie  general  in- 
crease  of  j>oitbigcs,  w  hich  ■!>  slill  progressive,  will  be 
seen  a  luundation  for  Uie  belief  which  has  been  express- 
ed, tlial  the  current  revenue  of  the  Department  for  the 
succeeding  year,  will  be  sulHcieut  for  ita  disbarscmcnta. 


MAJOR  GENERAL  MACOMB'S  REPORT. 

Haan.  QvABTxaa  or  ma  Abht, 
rrosAoV^  ^<w-  30^  1B3& 
Si*  :  In  eonformily  with  the  instruetioin  of  the  War 
Department,  of  the  7th  of  August  last,  I  submit  the  M- 
lowing  stalementa  and  returns  i 

1.  A  statement  exhibitiif  the  organizatioii  of  the 
Army. 

3.  A  return  of  the  actual  state  of  the  Army. 

3.  A  return  exliibitii^  the  strength  of  the  Eastern  de- 
partment, dengnating  the  poets  and  ganisMis. 

4.  A  return  exhibiting  the  strength  of  the  Weston  de- 
partment, designating  the  posts  and  garrttons. 

5.  A  genetal  map  of  reterence,  exhibiting  the  relative 
situations  of  the  military  posts  occupied  by  the  troops. 

G.  A  statement  showing  the  imntber  of  recruits  eiihst- 
eil  in  Uie  Army,  from  tIte  1st  of  Janua^  to  tiie  30t)i  of 
September,  1830.  ' 

7.  An  estimate  of  .fiinds  required  for  the  recruiting 
service  for  the  year  1831. 

8.  Ah  ertimate  of  tIte  expenses  of  the  bead  quaricre  of 
the  Army,  f«-  the  ^ car  1831. 

lite  Army  contimies  to  maiutaiii  its  character  for  dis- 
ciplirte  and  efficiency.  I'lie  reports  of  tbc  Inapocture 
General  and  of  the  Colonels  of  Artillery,  rcprcsetit  the 
garrisons  and  arsenals  whicli  they  have  visited,  to  be  in 
good  cnder. 

Since  my  last  annual  report,  tlie  following  movements 
and  chaitges  in  Uie  pusitions  uT  the  troops  have  been  di- 
rected : 

Owing  to  tlie  threatened  Itostililies  amuiig  the  several 
tribes  inhabiting  the  country  around  the  Prairie  du  Chien, 
and  which  niiglit  eventually  have  led  to  uitplesaant  con- 
BCqiieiiees,  mit  only  to  themselves,  but  to  our  cittsetis  o« 
the  frontiers,  a  detachment  of  four  companies  of  the  3d 
regiment  of  in(ain(r)',it  conformity  with  your  inslirictions 
was  ordered  fi-um  Jefferson  barraclu,  to  co-opetate  with 
the  troops  already  at  the  Prairie  and  in  its  vicinity,  in 
■interposing  tlic  aiilliurity  of  the  United  States,  and  oblig- 
ing the  parties  to  desist  from  canyhig  into  effect  Uieir 
hostile  intentions.  I1ie  appearance  of  tlie  troops  aidong 
them  produced  the  dewrcd  effect,  bjr  enabling  the  com- 
mtuiding  officer  at  titc  Pnirie  du  Chien  to  eiUiibit  a  force 
sullicieutly  powerfnl  to  induce  the  litdians'fo  listen  tn  the 
friendly  advice  which  he'  was  directed  to  eommunicatc 
to  tlicm  concerning  their  own  interests,  and  to  ret-pect 
the  iouiuation  made  to  then  tlitt  the  GwehmeMt  wouli 
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not  belioU  with  indiflerence  *ay  cljspontien  on  their 
part  to  enter  into  a  war  that  would  iiitoIvc,  nut  only 
their  own  imtnetltate  w«Hare,  but  also  the  safety  of  our 
own  eitisen»  established  near  their  borders.  About  the 
flune  time*  advicei  were  received  that  a  number  of  un- 
authorised pennns  had  entered  the  cotintry  about  Du 
nuque  Uines  in  warch  of'Ieail,  in  violation  of  the  laws 
The  same  detachment  wits  employed  Ui  removing  them 
Af^er  fiilGHing  that  duty,  tiie  detachment  relieved  the 
fj^nison  at  Koclc  Istandt  and  rrtufncd  to  its  qiiaiten  at 
Jcffierson  barracks. 

Miwndprstandii^  lui?iiv  been  manifested  amonffthe 
tribe*  on  the  Chintjer  of  tha  Territory  of  Arkansas,  the 
commanding  officerat  cantonment  Gibson  w»a.  In  confoi^ 
tnity  with  your  instructions,  directed  to  use  his  endeavors 
in  pacifying  the  Indians  in  liis  vicinity,  and*  if  necessary, 
to  employ  the  force  under  his  comm^iiHl  for  that  pur- 
pose. Tiie  Indians  were  informed  by  himoftliuse  in- 
stmction^  ami  they  yielded  to  hii  eoiMBel  and  advice. 

The  troops  whien  had  bceu  preriously  assembled  upon 
the  frontiers  uf  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees.  in  Georgia 
ami  AUbama,  in  consequence  of  the  ditovdcrly  conduct 
manifested  among  those  tribes,  and  to  prevent  collisions 
between  them  and  the  white  people,  were  eventuallv 
marched  into  the  Cherokee  Nation,  in  confurmity  with 
your  instructions,  to  guard  against  tlw  tUfficukies  which, 
ft  was  apprehended,  would  grow  out  t^the  conflicting 
opemioni  of  tlie  (Mierokees  and  the  lawless  intruders 
upon  file  mineral  district  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
Gcui^o.  Having  fulfilled  the  instructions  of  the  Go- 
vernment, the  troops  were  directed  to  retire,  for  the 
winter,  to  ttieir  respective  quarters. 

In  confamn^  with  the  appropriation  for  that  purpose 
at  the  bit  seMion  of  Congresi^  preparatioM  iwvt  been 
made  for  the  miliury  occupan^  M  Key  W«t,aiid  a  com- 
pany oftheifourth  regiment  ofinfimtry  hubecn  ordered 
to  take  post  on.tltat  island . 

Fort  Jackson,  at  the  Balize,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Mfssissippi,  having  been  reported  to  be  so  fiir  completed 
as  to  be  in  a  condition  to  receive  a  garrison  by  the  be 
^nning  of  January  next,  a  company  of  tlie  second  regi 
nient  of  artillery  has  been  ordered  to  occupy  it.  The 
tower  corwtructetl  last  year  (or  the  defence  of  the  Bayon 
du  Pri  having  been  fiiushed,  it  has,  in  like  manner,  been 
fpanisoned  by  detachments  of  the  same  refl^ment  fton 
forts  Wood  and  Pike.  * 

Agreeably  to  your  instnictions,  two  companies  of  the 
thirti  n^ment  of  infantry  from  JefTersoD  barracks  have 
been  eraered  into  the  Cnoelaw  nation^  and  four  compa- 
nies of  the  mne  r^men^  vtd  from  the  same  statiol^hare 
been  directed  to  proceed  to  the  Red  river,  to  strengtiien 
our  position^  and  lo  presetre  quiet  aiOongflt  the  Indiana 
in  that  quarter. 

In  consequence  of  the  application  of  the  Governor  of 
LMiiMtu,  the  troops  atamncd  at  Baton  Rouge,  and  at 
tbe  posts  within  Xxmisians,  had  been  directed  to  co^ope 
rate  with  the  authorities  of  tbit  State  in  suppresnng  any 
iiHurreotionary  movements  that  m^t  be  discovered.  A 
battalion  of  the  fourth  regiment  of  in&ntry  assembled  at 
New  Orieans,  and  nude  a  demonstration  uong  the  banks 
of  tlic  Mississippi,  which  produced  a  salutary  effect 

Some  of  the  principal  fortifications  on  the  flea4>oard 
being  in  a  condition  to  receive  their  anaament,  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  bring  the  siUiject  to  your  oonndenition,  as 
tliey  are,  at  present,  without  any  meant  of  defence,  and 
but  little  preparation  made  towanls  a  supply  of  ordnance 
and  ordnance  stores.  As  the  guns  required  for  these 
fortresses  must  principally  be  of  very  heavy  meUl,  and 
fiew  nr  none  of  which  are,  uyet,  CMt,  it  must  naturally 
require  nnt  miy  large  appropf^tioiMh  bat  a  considtrable 
time,  to  fiimish  them.  At  the  late  at  wbkh  the  Or1> 
nance  Uepartment  ii  now  prooeedh^f.  many  y«n  must 
elapie  bcnne  a  auflk^cnt  Npply  can  be  niniiibed  Ibr 
Vot.  Vlf— ft. 


the' defence  of  the  sea  coast:  in  the  mean  time,  eiream- 
stanccs  may  arise  which  woeld  place  us  in  a  very  awk- 
Ware  predicament}  for,  if  our  strong  holds  shouklfall 
ilitotiic  h^iidsof  an  enterprising  enemy,  bringing  with 
him  the  necessary  means  for  completing  their  defence, 
the  works  will  become,  inatead  of  otir  protection,  the 
means  of  our  annoyance.  It  appears  from  the  report  of 
the  OrtlnanceDepartmentiOf  November  oOtl),  1839,  that 
the  usual  annual  appropriation  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  would  not  complete  the  armament  of  the  new 
fortifications  short  of  tu'cnty  years,  while  most  of  the 
works  will  have  been  completed  in  1832. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  noticed,  in  this  report, 
the  evil  consequences  resulting  from  the  allowance  of  ar* 
dent  spirits  lo  the  troops,  as  a  part  of  their  daily  ration, 
but  your  late  order,  directing  the  abolishment  of  the  ia- 
sue  of  that  pnrtion  of  the  ration  has  anticipated  all  my 
wishes  in  that  regard.  Tiic  must  sanguine  hopes  arc  en- 
tertained that,  as  soon  as  the  excessive  use  of  srdent 
spirits  can  be  restrained,  tiic  most  happy  result  may  be 
anticipated  in  the  melieralion  of  the  physical  imd  mural 
condition  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  arniy. 
Bespectftilly  submitted, 

ALEX.  MACOMD, 
Uajor  General,  Commanding  the  Army  of  the  U.  8. 
To  the  Hun.  Joun  U.  Baton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


BEPOBT  OF  THB  CUIEF  ENGINEER. 

Eeeiaum  DivaerxaHT, 

Watkingion,  November  19, 1830. 
Sin  I  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  from  the 
War  Department  of  the  7th  Aug\ist,  I  have  the  honor  to 
preient  the  fallowing  report  and  statement^  relative  to 
the  operations  of  this  Department  during  the  yen  end* 
'ng  on  the  SOth  September  last. 

1.  FoBTiriCATlOVS. 

I'he  construction  of  the  several  fortifiealioni  enamcrat- 
ed  in  my  last  annual  report  Iws  beeniictively  and  ■nrnrn 
fiilty  continued. 

Fort  Hamilton,  in  the  harbor  of  New  Yori^  Mi  Pott 
Jackson,  at  Plaquemine  Bend,  will,  in  a  ^wfiThf,  Iw 
ready  to  receive  their  garrisons  i  a  nd  the  tower  at  B^fon 
Dupre,  near  New  Orleans,  is  onmpieted,  ami  wa%  on  tbe 
31st  July  last,  reported  to  receive  a  guard. 

Of  ttie  appropriation  for  coiitin^nciea  of  fwtificatiom^ 
tbe  balance  of  last  year's  appropnatinn,  and  about  £7000 
that  of  the  present  year,  hate  been  drawn  flrom  the 
Treasury,  to  be  ^plied  chiefly  to  repairs  at  Fort  Tru»< 
bull,  Connecticut  i  Fort  Columbus  and  Itedioe's  Ishnd« 
New  York}  Fort  Delaware,  Delaware  river t  Forta 
ftlcHcnry  and  Washington,  Harylmnd  i  Fort  Houltrie, 
South  Carolina  i  and  Fort  Wood,  L.ouistana.  A  small 
portion  of  that  sum  has  aho  been  appfied  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  fortifications, 
and  those  incident  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  relative 
to  an  examination  of  site*  fiir  an  amuiy  on  tim  Western 
waters,  a  report  on  which  was  ptcaented  to  the  Senate  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress. 

3.  Civil  CoasTBireTioirs. 
1.  Hantn  JUteff  0ht9. — The  western  pier  at  the  en- 
trance  of  this  river  having  bceu  completed,  there  remains 
to  constnict  only  a  part  of  the  eastern  pier,  ahaut  60 
yards  in  extent,  across  the  outer  bar.  The  depA  c^wa- 
tcr  in  tiie  clianiicl  of  entrance  has  increased  to  nine  feet  at 
tbe  shallowest  par*. 

S.  Bhek  tUter,  aUb.~At  the  mouUi  of  tbb  river, 
wbont  300  yards  of  pier  work  have  been  eonitnieted  dur. 
ngtheput  year, the  efi^t  of  which  bii been  ndi  m 
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to  wamint  t1i«  most  favorable  BiiticipatioM  from  the  com- 
pletion of  the  prop<ne<l  pixn. 

Ckavelarui  Harbor^  Ohio- — This  lurbor,  at  tbe  month 
of  Cuyahoga  river,  which  is  of  great  importance  to  tlie 
navifl^tion  vf  lake  Krie,  as  being  the  outlet  of  the  Ohio 
can^i  has  been  greavly  im|)roved  by  the  works  erected 
for  removing  the  obstmcliuns  at  its  entrance,  and  it  will 
now  admit  the  Urgest  class  of  vesscb  which  navigate  the 
lake.  1*0  •ec\ire  this  advantage,  a  further  extenaion  of 
the  wMtem  pier  into  deep  water  ia  required. 

4.  Qrand  River,  Ohio. — The  piers  at  the  mouth  of  this 
rirer  mstained  some  damages  from  liaving  been  left  in  an 
unfinibhed  stule,  as  mentioned  in  my  last  annua)  report, 
for  want  of  funds  to  complete  them  during  the  year  1829, 
in  consequence  of  winch,  the  appropriation  made  this 
year  for  their  completion  has  not  beeii  stiHicient  to  ef- 
fect <Sit  object.  These  works,  like  the  others  af  a  simi- 
lar cimntcter  on  the  lake  shore,  have  been  produciiYe  of 
great  improvement  in  the  navigation  which  was  to  be  be- 
nefitted by  them. 

5.  Mhtabula  Crak,  Ohio. — The  openttioa  of  dred- 
ging a  channel  throu^  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  this  creek 
has  been  continued  with  success  during  tlie  past  year.  In 
order  to  render  the  entrance  more  accessible,  it  is  propo- 
sed fiirther  to  extend  the  piers  which  fonii  the  channel, 
and  an  estimate  for  that  purpose  hag  been  submitted  to  yoii. 

6-  Coaneaut  Creeky  Ohio. — To  the  piers  at  the  month 
of  this  creek,  whicli  were  commenced  last  year,  there  has 
been  added  a  length  of  358  yards  of  pier  woi  k,  the  ef- 
fect of  which,  and  of  the  dam  across  the  former  outlet, 
is  already  manifested  by  an  increas<:(1  depth  of  theclian- 
rtel,  which  has  now  six  feet  water. 

7.  Prttqu*!^  Bay,  Petuutfhania. — The  Improve- 
ment of  die  channel  of  entrance  into  this  harhor  still  con- 
timies,  and  there  is  now  not  less  than  nine  feet  water  on 
the  bu*.  The  ubject  of  the  estimate  presented  this  year 
is  to  obtain  the  means  of  repairing  damages  sustained,  du 
ring  a  gale  last  winter,  by  a  dike  constructed  by  llie  State 
of  Pciuisylvsnia. 

8.  Dunkirk  Harbor,  X/ew  York.  — In  completing  tlie 
pier  eonetnieted  as  a  breakwater  to  protect  Una  Harbor, 
and  aeeuring  it  against  the  injury  to  be  apprehended 
from  leaving  it,  during  the  winter,  in  an  unfinished  Ktate, 
the  cost  has  exceeded,  by  about  $  700,  the  appropriation 
fortbisyear;  and  that  sum  is,  tkerefore,  required  to  pay 
the  arrearages  due  on  account  of  the  work. 

9.  Buffiuo  Barbor,  Nm  York.— Timing  the  past  year 
the  aouth  pier  and  mole,  forming  the  entrance  to  this  har- 
bfir,  have  been  completed  to  within  100  feet  of  their  in 
tended  termination  on  the  pierhead  proposed  tb  be  con. 
atnicted  as  a  fbiindatior.  for  a  beacon. 

10.  Black  Rock  Harbor,  New  York. — The  pier  and  mole 
•nclosing  the  western  ude  of  this  harbor  have  been  cum 
pleted  1  but  the  cost  of  tlie  work  done  tluting  the  last 

.  year,  has  exceeded,  by  about  $  1,800,  the  amount  of  the 
appropriation.  This  expenditure  was  considered  abso- 
tutely  necessary,  in  order  to  avoid  jeopardizing  the  safety 
ot  tl»e  whole  work,  by  leaving  an  important  part  of  it  in 
an  unfinished  state. 

With  regard  to  the  three  harbon  last  named,  viz  :  those 
of  Dunkirk,  Buffatf^  and  Black  Rock,  it  is  proper  to  re 
hibHi  that  thdr  proteetton  is  not  completed  by  the  con 
itruction  of  the  works  already  commenced  {  but,  as  up 
propriationt  for  the  remaining  works  at  these  and  other 

Eoiiits  were  eontaine<l  in  a  bul  which  was  passed  at  the 
Jt  session  of  Congress,  but  did  not  become  a  law,  no  no- 
tice  is  taken  of  them  in  the  estimate  for  next  year. 
-11.  Qmme  Bitert  Jfav  York. — To  the  piers  designed 
'  to  fkcilitate  the  entrance  into  this  river.therc  has  been  ad> 
dedy  during  the  last  year,a  length  of  about  370  yards;  and 
tbey  will  hare  been  exteniled.  by  the  close  of  this  quar. 
ter,  as  far  as  the  means  afforded  will  allow.  The  benefit 
of  the  works,  ttiougli  incomplete,  is  already  felt  by  those 
engaged  in  narigating  Ijdce  Ontario. 


12.  Big  SoduM  Bay,  New  FffHt.— The  first  appropri- 
ation for  improving  the  entranc:e  into  this  Bay  tumng 
been  applied  to  eoiutructing-  a  portion  of  the  |»er  on  the 
western  side  of  the  Bay,  a  corresponding  pier  on  the 
eastern  si<le  has  been  commenceiV  and  extended  to  a  dis- 
tance of 423  yards  from  the  shore  ;and  it  is  expected  that 
an  equal  quantity  of  work  will  be  done  next  year,  tbe  es- 
timate being  based  on  that  suppontion. 

13.  Otioe^  Harbor,  New  York  — llie  balance  wfaidi 
remained  efthe  appropriation  made  in  1829 for  impror- 
ing  this  Harbor,  has  been  applied  to  the  cotisfmctian  ef 
164  yards  of  the  eastern  pier,io  complete  which,  accori- 
ing  to  the  original  plan,  an  additional  length  of  60  yards 
is  required.  To  finish  this  pier,  and  pay  a  balance  due  tbe 
conlracton,  according  to  agreement,  an  estimate  whi^ 
was  submitted  last  year,  but  on  which  no  funds  were  ap- 
propriated, is  agth)  included  in  tbe  general  eatiraate. 

14.  LotH^o^a  Namwif  JEemu&edfc  JKser;  Jffiidne. — A 
contract  haa  been  made  for  completing  the  removal  of  the 
obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Kennebeck  river  at 
this  point, and  the  operations  have  been  attended  with  such 
success  as  to  warrant  the  belief  that  the  fiinds  available  wiH 
be  sufficient  to  eflTect  the  object  by  the  close  of  next  year. 

15.  JSenne&tMik  Arwr,  Maine. — ^The  new  pier  at  the 
entrance  of  this  River  has  been  completed,  as  was  antici- 
pated ill  my  last  aitnual  report. 

16.  Bertaiek  Branch  of  Piteaiagua  Biter,  JMitme — Tbe 
operations  for  deepening  the  channel  of  this  rirer  have 
been  successfully  carried  on  during  the-last  year.  The 
sliortnass  of  the  season  for  working  in  the  water,  and  the 
occurrence  of  frequent  rains  dunng  the  summer,  have 
preventedtheir  completion, whichinay,howevci  be  expect- 
ed during  the  next  year,  tlie  balance  of  funds  avaUible 
bring  thought  sufficient  fur  the  (purpose. 

17.  Merrimack  River,  MamiAuMeUM. — The  small  ap* 
proprialion  made  at  the  last  seawon  of  Congress  for  the 
works  at  the  month  of  the  Merrimack,  was  sufficient  on- 
ly to  enable  the  agents  to  give  a  greater  degree  of  stabil- 
ity lo  the  work  previously  constructed,  which  stand*  welL 
An  appropriation  for  oompleting  their  conaliuction  wu 
embraced  in  the  bill  of  the  1^  aesrion,  ■*far  erecUag 
light-houses,  he."  wlticli  did  not  become  a  law  .  the  suae 
amount  will,  therefore,  be  required  for  the  ensuing  year. 

18.  Deer  blanO,  Boston  Mbrbor,  MusacAtueOs.— Tbe 
sea  wall  tor  the  preservation  of  Deer  Island  is  neariy  com- 

Sleted,  and  is  represented  by  the  inspecting  officer  as  a 
ne  piece  of  nasoniy,  with  regard  both  to  nateriaband 
workmanshipJ 

19..  PtymouihBeackf  Mai$aehii9elta.-~TheBeauiltyuti 
growth  of  this  beach,  though  aided  by  artificial  means, 
are  chiefly  the  result  of  natural  causes,  the  beneficial  ef- 
fects of  Which  continue  to  be  perceived. 

30.  Fnvineiiown  Hatitor,  MaamehueOM, — An  agent 
has  !»een  emplqrcd  to  apply  the  fiinda  appropriated  for 
the  prcaervatioa  «f  tbii  harbor  to  .the  planting  of  bead 
gnus,  and  such  other  measoEca  as  the  available  meaoi 
may  enable  him  to  take,  for  efliBCting  tbe  object  in  view. 
Ailditiofwl  funds  are  reqiusite  for  this  purpose,  but  no  es- 
timate is  presented,  as  an  appropriation  was  included  ta 
the  bill  which  passed  at  tbe  lact  session  td  Coognm, 
'*fbr  erecting  light  bouses,  Stc" 

21.  Hyaimi*  Harkart  Mamtekaaetta. — On  the  break- 
water intended  to  protect  this  baihor,  there  have  been 
deposited  since  the  30th  September,  1829,  between 
5,000  and  6,000  tons  of  stone,by  which  ttw  work  has  been 
extended  about  250  feet,  in  a  substantial  manner. 

22.  NantwJui  Harbin.  JUosMieWtb.— The  dredgi^ 
machine  used  in  cutting  a  chaunel  through  the  bar  at  the 
entrance  ot  this  harbor  has.  been  kept  in  conatMit  open- 
tion,  whenever  the  atate  of  the  veather  wotdd  adimt  of 
itt  and  it  is  expected  that  tbe  idiannel  wiH  be  carried 
quite  through  by  the  close  of  the  working  sesaon.  Thst 
part  of  it  already  excavated  preserve*  its  depth,  anJ 
seems  to  increase  in  width,  fron  which  circunwtaace  it 
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is  tltout^it,  that,  on  completing  the  cut,  the  action  of  the 
current  will  be  sufficient  to  Ic^eep  it  open. 

33.  Stonin^hn  I&trior,  VoiuteetktU.—'Vhe  nuteriaU 
fur  cotiatructing  a  breakwater  to  protect  this  harbor  tiav- 

.  ing  been  procurtMl  on  very  fuvontble  terms,  considerable 
prugreHd  has  been  made  tuwurds  its  cumpletiun, which  will 
be  eHcctc'd  next  year.by  means  of  the  funds  now  aYailabic. 

34.  3CII  River,  Caniuctieut — llie  breakwater  and  dike 
for  improving  the  navigation  of  this  river  are  completed. 
The  excavation  of  the  channel,  commenced  iJiis  year, 
but  interrupted  by  the  approach  oi  cold  weather,  will 
be  caiitiniied  next  summer. 

25.  Sarbort  of  New  Cattle,  Marcus  Book,  Cheater,  and 
Pari  Peruif  Delaware  River. — Under  an  appropriation 
inade  at  the  last  session  of  Cuiitp*ess.  a  dredging  machine 
has  been  cunt:-acted  for,  and  will  be  applied  to  deepen- 
ing these  harbtirs  but,  uwing  to  the  lateness  uf  the  pe- 
riod at  whi(^  the  law  was  passe<I,  the  machinery  was 
not  litii^hcd  before  tlieoOth  ofSepL  last  (  a  hired  muchine 
lta.%  however,  been  in  operation  during  the  summer. 

26.  Ocraaxk  Inlet,  North  Carolina. — The  di'edging 
machine  to  be  used  for  deepening  this  inlet  was  com- 
pleted and  put  into  successful  uperalioil  un  the  Tth  Au- 
gust, proving  cainble  of  excavating  24  cubic  yards  per 
heir.  In  consequence,  however,  o{  the  tem|>estuou8 
weather  between  that  date  and  the  end  of  September, 
but  little  progress  has  yet  been  made  in  opening  the 
channel.  Sunicient  funds  remain  to  curry  on  the  ope- 
rations next  year. 

23'.  Cape  Fear  Rivert  North  CoroJiaa.— Considerable 

n-rew  had  been  made  hi  the  constructioti  of  jettecs 
gned  to  improve  tlie  nijjrigation  of  this  river  below 
the  town  of  Wilmington,  when  the  occurreAce  of  a  gale 
of  unusual  violence  in  August,  caused  the  destruction 
of  a  greater  part  of  the  works.  Hie  materials  have, 
however,  again  been  collected,  without  much  loss,  and 
Uie  injury  will  be  repaired  as  soon  as  practicable. 

35.  7fuJAlandP(m(Use,betweenSl.mirjf*a  and  Georgia, 
and  Si.  JbMg,  Fhrida,  Has  been  opened  so  as  to  admit,  st 
high  water,  vessels  drawing  not  more  than  5}  or  6  fcet. 

39.  St.  Marina  Rioer,  f^orida. — The tiperations  for  im- 
proving (be  navigation  of  this  river  have  been  confined 
to  the  removal  of  trees  overhanging  the  chunnel,  and  of 
tlic  logs'in  the  bed  of  the  river — work  which  has  been 
perilled  by  common  labourers.  The  chief  obstruc- 
tions ,  being  oyster  reefs  near  its  mouth,  can  be  remov- 
ed only  by  the  aid  of  machinery',  which  will  be  procured 
iliiring  the  ensuing  winter. 

30.  Appaltuhiwla  River,  Flarida.—Tiie  sum  of  $2,000 
appropriated  for  improving  this  navigation,  has  been 
found  insufficient  to  procure  sucli  machinery  as  would 
produce  :uiy  considerable  beneBt.  A  part  of  it  has,  how- 
ever, been  applied  to  the  removal  of  snags  from  some  of 
the  must  difficult  passes  of  the  riveri  and  an  estimate  of 
funds  required  for  further  opentions  lias  been  presented 
to  you. 

31.  Harltor  of  Mobik,  Jllabana. — A  dredging  machine 
fur  deepening  the  channel  through  Choctaw  I'ass,  in  this 
harbor,  was  iu  operation  from  the  Ist  of  April  lo  the  lUth 
of  September,  when  it  was  withdrawn  for  repair;  but 
the  excavations  not  having  the  depUt  required  by  con 
tract,  no  payments  were  made  to  tlie  contnctor  prior 
to  the  30th  September. 

33.  Peat  au  Heron,  Alabama. — The  machinery  em- 
ployed in  the  operations  at  this  pass  having  been  much 
injured  in  a  gale  last  autumn,  it  was  not  until  late  in  the 
summer  that  the  work  could  be  resumed.  The  engineer 
stiticipatea  the  opening  of  ilie  passb;{r  tlie  lit  December. 

33.  Paaeagoala  Rixer,  MitaimppL — About  5,000  cu- 
bic-yards of  earth  have  been  removed  ftom  the  bar  at  the 
mouth  of  this  river.  The  operations  Were  suspended  on 
the  15th  of  August,  the  prevalence  of  caMerty  winds 
rendered  it  impracticable  lo  costinue  them  in  aucli  an  eX' 


posed  situation,  and  the  dredging  mftchlne  was  transfer- 
red for  a  time  to  Pass  au  Heron. 

34.  Red  River,  Louisiana. — The  operation  uf  opening 
a  channel  round  the  Great  Raft  of  Ued  river  has  been 
commenced,  since  my  lust  annual  report,  on  the  section 
of  the  river  at  the  upper  part  of  the  Rufl,  between  the 
outlet  of  Ked  Bayou  and  Clear  lake,  a  distance  of  about 
nineteen  mites,  twetvc  of  which  lure  been  cleared  out 
and  rendered  navigi^le  for  boats. 

35.  MitaiauppiRivtT^T\wt  steamboat  and  other  ma- 
chine boats  employed  on  this  river  have  operated,  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  between  the  moulh  of  thqHissouri  and 
Bayou  Sarah,  a  distance  of  more  tlian  1,000  miles,  in  re- 
moving snags  and  (alien  timberi  and  a  large  force  has 
been,  at  favorable  times,  engaged  in  cutting  snags  from 
the  sand  bars  that  ore  dry  at  low  water,  and,-  at  some 
points,  in  cutting  the  timber  from  the  shores  of  tlie  river, 
to  prevent  the  formation  of  new  snags.  By  means  of  tlw 
steamboat  alone,  more  thtii  3,000  snags  have  beeii  re- 
moved from  the  cluisnel  between  tlie  jioiats  above  de- 
lugnatcd. 

36.  Ofuo  Riv,T. — The  work  nt  the  (jrand  Chain  has 
been  actively  carried  on  during  Uie  low  stage  of  the  wa- 
ter; and  the  Superintendeut  reporu  tliat  all  the  danger- 
ous rocks  in  the  Chain  Itave  been  rcmoveil  by  bhstmg, 
and  buoys  prepared  to  designate  the  channel  thus  ftn-med. 

The ,  openktions  on  tlic  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivet* 
were  carufiilly  inspectetl,  last  summer^by  an  officer  of 
the  Corps  of  Knj^ineers,  whose  report  is  highly  favonible 
as  to  the  skill  ami  industry  of  the  Superintendent. 

sr.  Cumberland  Road  in  Ohio,  Weal  of  ZttneaeiUe.— 
For  this  branch  of  the  national  road,  the  annual  report 
of  its  condition  on  (he  SOth  of  September  last  is  not  yet 
received,  which  precludes  the  possibility  of  stating  what 
its  condition  was  at  tliat  time;  but,  from  an  inspection 
report  made  in  August  last,  it  is  stated  that  the  arrange- 
ments adopted  by  the  Superintendent  for  its  progress 
were  iudictous,  and  conducted  with  zeal,  and  tliat  the  in- 
structions of  the  Department  in  relation  to  it  were  strictly 
obser\'ed. 

3S.  Cumberland  Road  in  Ltdiana.— Under  the  con. 
tructs  of  last  year,  this  road  has  been  opened  and  grub- 
bed the  whole  distance  through  the  State,  and  the  ope- 
ration of  grading  it  is  now  in  progress.  Stone  being 
scarce,  bricks  and  wood  will  be  chielly  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  tlie  bridges  and  culverts,  which  will  not  be 
commenced  until  next  year. 

39.  Cumberland  Road  in  lUinoia.  Contracts  have  been 
made  fur  opaiiiiig  and  grubbing  this  .road  between  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  Slate  and  Vandalia,  a  distance  of 
66  miles,  of  which  the  59  mites  east  uf  Vandalis  are  to  be 
iinished  by  the  close  of  this  year;  the  remainder  by  the^ 
Isl  of  April,  IU31.  The  contracts  are  made  on  very  low 
terms,  involving  an  expenditure  of  abo|tt  f 1 1,000. 

40.  Road  from  Detra.l  to  Chicago,  Ji£Aifptn, — The 
Cuntructs  which  were  matle  last  yemr  for  constructing  the 
unfinished  parts  of  this  road,  between  Detroit  and  the 
64lh  mile,  have  been  in  most  ca-ies  complied  with,  as 
anticipated  in  my  last  report,  a  few  quarter-mile  sectiuna 
only  remaining  to  be  completctl.  Under  the  appropria- 
tion for  1830,  contracti  have  been  made  for  continuing 
the  road  to  the  a6th  mile,  before  the  15th  July,  1831. 

41.  Road  from  JDetroit  lo  I-hH  Gratiot,  MuAigan.— 
The  construction  of  17^  tniles  of  this  road,  as  reported 
lost  year, was  coniracled  for  in  1829,  lias  been  completed, 
with  the  exception  uf  some  repiurs,  wiiich  tlie  contractors 
ore  bound  to  make  {  and  to  cover  the  expense  of  which, 
10  per  cent  of  the  value  of  wwk  done  is  reserved.  Far- 
ther contracts  have  been  also  made  fur  continuing  the 
road  to  the  end  of  the  32d  mile  from  Detroit,  being  as 
great  an  extension  as  the  funds  will  authorize. 

Reed  fivm  Detroit  to  Saganaw,  Midtigim. — llie 
j  progress  made  ia  tiie  construction  uf  Uiis  nnd  b  neariy 
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the  Mine  utlut  on  the  fort  Gratiot  road;  17i  tnilcs  hannfl; 
been  eompfeted)  ami  conti«cli  mule  for  eontiniiiiiff  the 
woriE  to  the  end  oTUie  tut  qturter  of  the  33d  mile. 

43.  Road from  Detroit  to  Mawnte,  Michigan— \t  com- 
pleted.  A  btlsnce  of  gl4  75  remainB  due  to  the  Snpf 
urtcndent,  u  rttted     the  ^nenl  csUmate  for  1831. 

3.  Siavtifi  orier^  bg  Spmtd        or  AewAiMmm  of 

CotigrOB. 

The  ranreyi  fur  which  appropriations  were  made  at 
the  2d  aewon  of  the  30th  Congress,  and  wliich  arc  enu- 
merated  in  my  laM- annual  report,  were  completed  and 
reported  to  ConneM  during  the  last  winter. 

A  mrrey  of  the  W^ieih  river,  with  a  view  te  tmpror- 
iiW  its  namatHM^  ami  an  examination  of  certain  propos- 
ed Mtca  for  DrU^ea  over  the  Ohio  river,  have  been  made; 
b«t  the  officer  cl«ar^d  with  these  survejrs  having  been 
nf  rriiril)  assigned  to  other  duty,  his  reports  oii  these 
subjects  are  not  yet  completed. 

Ill  pursuaDce  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  llouse  of 
HafweMatativcs  on  tlie  6th  April  las^  a  survey  of  the 
•bstnictiom  to  the  navigation  of  the  DeUvare  und  Rari- 
tan  rivcn^  aboiit  the  proposed  pfniiii  of  junction  with  a 
canal  acrov  New  Jcncyt  haa  been  made,  and  the  maps 
and  rep(»t  are  in  preparation. 

I1ie  aat  appropriatiiw  IVinds  for  the  location  of  a  canal 
across  the  peninsula  of  Pkirida  was  passed  too  hte  in  the 
•BBSon  to  permit  of  any  ttung  beiitg  dtme  towards  effect' 
in;  the  object  before  tliis  autumn,  when  arrangenwnU 
were  made  for  commencing  the  surrey. 

4.  Survey  under  the  act  <^30th  Jlpril,  1834. 

Under  this  head  the  followingsurveyi  have  been  in  pro- 
gress during  the  summer  of  this  year: 

1.  Surveyi^  with  a  view  to  connect  the  waters  of  lake 
Cbunplain  with  those  uf  the  Connecticut  river,  by  the 
fllleys  of  Onion  and  Wills  rivers,  Vermont. 
'  3.  Survey,  with  a  view  to  unite  the  Connecticut  and 
Pemigewassett,  by  tlic  valley  of  the  OUveriaTi,  New 
Uampililre. 

3a  Survey  of  a  canal  route  from  Taunton  to  Weymouth, 
Mttsachusetts. 

4b  Survey  of  tlie  Connccticnt  river,  with  a  view  to  the 
inpravement  of  its  narigation  by  canab  ot  otherwise. 

5.  Survey  of  a  route  for  a  nil  road  (ton  CatsUU  to  Ca- 
nijohare.  New  York. 

6.  Surveys,  wiUi  a  view  to  connect  the  waters  of  lakes 
Erie  antt  Michigan  with  Uioac  of  the  Oluo,  Indiana. 

7.  Survey  of  a  route  for  a  canal  from  lake  Michigan  to 
ttie  Illinois  river,  Illinois. 

8.  Survey  ofthefallaofthe  Ohio  at  Louisville. 

Tlie  field  work  of  all  these  surveys  is  completed,  ex- 
wept  those  of  the  Taunti>n  and  Weymouth  canal,  and  of 
the  lake  Michigan  and  Illinois  canul:  the  completion  of 
the  Utter  was  prevented  by  tlic  illness  of  the  engineer! 
employed  on  it. 

At  uie  request  of  the  Penosylvania  Canal  UommWion. 
ers,  a  topographtcal  engineer  has  been  associated  witli 
engineers  appointed  by  them  to  make  certMu  cxamina- 
tioneoncemmg  the  best  mode  of  crossing  the  All<.-^liaiiy 
floaunit  of  the  f  ennsylrania  canal.  The  Baltimore  and 
Sasqnehannah  Rail  Road  Company  have  been  likewise 
^ded  in  their  wrveya  by  some  of  the  offieen  of  this  De- 
partment 

5.  7%e  Board  of  Internal  Improoemeni. 

After  completing  tJio  duties  on  which  it  was  engaged 
■I  the  date  of.  my  iast  report,  hu  been  occupied  cfiiefl^ 
in  preparing  a  phui  and  estimate  for  improving  the  navi- 
n  of  the  Tenneane  river,  at  the  Muscle  and  Cdbcrt 

6.  HitStary  Jeademjf. 
For  the  condilion  of  this  institution,  and  the  raeasurie 
reqtured  forita  Airtlicr  inprorement,  I  beg  leave  to  refer 


you  to  tlic  very  full  report  oude  by  the  Hoard  ai  Vimtcn^ 
at  the  hat  general  examinalioii. 

7.  Office  of  Me  Chief  Xnguuer. 

On  the  sevenl  resolutions  of  Congress,  and  other  sub- 
jects, from  time  to  time  referred  to  this  office,  I  have  had 
the  honOT  to  make  special  reports.  I'he  map  of  the 
United  States,  required  b^  the  House  of  nepresentative^ 
for  the  use  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  is  in  pro* 
gress,  and  nearly  comp1ete<l. 

The  resolution  of  the  llouse  of  Representatives,  re- 
fjuiring  a  survey  at  or  near  the  outlet  of  lake  Champhun, 
with  ta  view  to  preparing  a  project  of  defence  for  that 
part  of  the  frontier,  has  not  been  complied  with,  in  con. 
sequence  of  the  unsettled  stale  of  the  question  of  buun- 
dary  between  the  U.  Slates  and  Canada,  at  that  point- 

A  lithographic  press  tor  the  War  DepM^ment,  for  tlie 

Eurcliase  of  which  an  appropriation  was  made  at  tbc 
lat  sesrion  of  Congress,  havii^g  been  attached  to  tUs  of- 
fice, has  been  used  in  printing  maps,  circular^  kc 

The  completion  of  several  of  the  fortifications  now 
under  construction  being  near  at  hand,  it  is  rcspeetlully 
recommended  that  arrangements  be  nuide  for  continiun^ 
the  system  of  defonee  by  commencing  others.  An  esti- 
mate .of  the  fiiHda  that  will  be  required  for  these  and 
other  hew  objef^ts  will  be  submitted  to  you. 

The  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Engineer  Department  are 
folly  exfiibited  in  tlie  annexed  statements,  A  and  B. 

Statement  C  shows  the  ftwtifications  remaining  to  be 
coMtructed(in  order  to  complete  the  projected  system  of 
defence  of  dte  sea-board. 

Kespectflilly  submitled,  C.  GRATIOT, 

Brig.  Gen.  &  Chief  Engineer. 
Vo  the  Hon.  JTemr  II.  Eatoit,  Sec'ry  of  War. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

Table  exhibiting  the  works  projected  by  the  Board  of 
Eii|pliecn^  wuich  have  nut  oeen  conunenccd,  and  the 
estimate  of  their  cost. 

f^Mt  CUm — te  be  mmmene^  aa  aoon  tu  pataMe. 

Dmipution  oT  Ute  work*.  EHimalcar  tkrir  eort. 

Port  St  Philip,  Louieiana  -  $   77,8It»  79 

Port  at  Sonet's  Point  Plata,  Patapsoo  river  €73.305  44 

Port  1'ompkina,  New  York  430,S3(i  14 

Redoubt  in  advance  of  ditto        -  65,163  44 

Port  ot  Wilkin's  point.  New  York            -  456,845  51 

Fort  at  Tlirog's  point.  New  York            -  471,18153 

Port  at  Dumpling's  point,  Rhotle  Island  759,946  57 

Fort  at  Rose  Island,  Rhode  Island           -  83,411  74 
Dykes  across  wc«t  pAsagc,  Narragtuisctt 

roads   305,000  00 

For  the  defence  of  Boston  harbor  : 

Fort  on  George's  Island       -         -  458,000  00 

Fort  on  Nantaskct  Itcad       -         -  539,000  00 

Lunette  in  advance  of  ditto             •  79,000  00 

Redoubt  No.  3  in  advance  uf  ditto  33,000  00 
Redottbl'No.  1  (on  Hog  i^ndj  in  advance 

of  dilto     ....  39,000  00 

Dyke  across  Broad  Sound  passage  140,000  00 

Cutting  off  the  summit  of  Gallop  island  3,439  00 
Worka  wc  die  defence  of  Ounanicut  iahml, 

Narragansett  bay,  Rhode  Island       -  320,053  43 

*  4.531,873  10 


Second  Clait—io  be  commenced  al  a  later  period. 
Fort  at  Grand  Terre,  in  Louisiana  -  f  264.517  53 
Tower  at  Pass  au  Heron,  Hay  of  Mobile  16,677  41 
Fort  at  Hawkins*  Pointy  Patansco  river  344^337  14 
Port  at  SI  Mara's,  Potomao  river  -  305,603  33 
Port  opposite  tlie  Pea  PaUb,  Delaware  rivor  347,3^7'  71 
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Fort  at  the  MiJdle  Ground,  outer. liarbor 


do 


do 


of  New  York 
Fort  at  East  Baiik. 
F4»t  Hale,  Connecticut 
Fort  Woovter,  <lo  ... 
Fort  Trumbull,  do  - 
Fort  Grisvold,  do  ... 
Fort  on  Fort  Preble  Point,  PurtlanJ  ItortKM*, 

Maine  .... 
Fort  on  House  Island  do  - 

Fort  Pickering,  Salem  - 
Fort  Cor  Naugua  Head,  do  .  . 

Fort  SeawelU  Marblehead 
Fort  for  Jack'i  Point,  do  .  . 

Port  on  Bald  Head*  North  Carolina 
FMt  oa  Federal  Point,  do 


-  1.681,411  66 
1,681,411  66 
31,815  83 
37',793  34 
rr,445  31 
132,330  41 


103,000  00 
33,000  00 

116,000  00 
35,000  00 

116,000  00 
96,000  00 

130,000  00 

I3;ooo  00 


95,340,500  32 


The  nfb  to  obHtnict  the  channel  between 

Fortrvsa  Miinn>«  and  Fort  Calboiin  fS40,568  00 

Fort,  Crancy  Island  PlaU  -  .       358,465  14 

Fort  at  Newport  News  .  .       ^^j^7  AA 

Fort  on  Naseway  Slioal  .  .       673,305  00 

Fcr  tlic  defence  of  Patuxent  river. 
Fort  on  I'homaa'  Pmnt  -         -         .      173,000  00 
Fort  on  Point  Patienoe  -        .        .      164,000  00 
Fort  on  the  narrows     PenobMMt  river.  He.  101,000  00 


#1,854,575  58 


after  the  date  t>f  the  hut  an- 
nual report,         r,033  10 
In  the  4th  quarter 

ofl83y  139.050  7 J 

lit  quarteroTlSSO  101^973  11 
3d  quarter  oflSSO  178,381  96 
3d  quarter  of 1830  275,711  30 


Deposited  during  tbe  year  to 
the  credit  of  the  Treaaurer 


f 703, 149  19 
1,864  33 


Leaving  to  be  accounted  for 


f7]05,ei3  51 
«63,679  35 


UiaCAPITULATlON. 
First  class,  17  works  »4,531,873  10 

Secoihl  class,  19  works  5,340,500  33 
Third  class,  7  works  1,854,575  58 

gll,  136^948  90 

KSMABKS- 

The  dasaificalion  in  tins  table,  dialinguiahing  three 
pcruMts,  exhibits  llie  works  enumented  in  the  onler  of 
tfieir  efficiency  to  meet  the  earliest  posnble  cmerf^ncy. 


KKPORT  OF  THE  QUARTERMA3TEB  GENERAL. 

QvAnTlRXASTER  GsSBajLL's  OlTICX,  \ 

IVttshingim  City,  Mv.  23,  1830-5 

Sib:  In  compKance  witli  your  order,  I  hare  the  honor 
to  report  the  operations  of  this  Department  during  the 
lat,  and  3d  quartern  of  the  present  year,  to  which  I 
have  added  tbe  4lh  qnartcroT  1839— thus  presenlinc  the 
results  of  an  entire  year. 

file  balance  in  the  liands  of  tbe  several  oflicerston  the 
30lh  of  September,  16^9^  amounted  to         $46,367  68 

*i'o  which  is  to  he  added  tbe  amount  remitted  in  tbe 


4th  quarter  of  1829 
1st  quarter  of  1830 
3d  quarter  of  1830 
3d  quarter  of  1830 


fll3,6S8  84 
133,791  23 
184i024  00 
383,078  41 


ProceiedB  of  sates  of  damaged  public  pro- 
perty, and  uf  the  rents  of  lalids  and  public 
buildings  not  required  for  military  purposes, 
during  tile  above  period 


#713,583  47 


7,743  71 


Making  a  total  to  be  accounted  for  of 
or  which  there  wasaccoonted 
fiir  by  accounts  of  the  3d 
quarter  uf  1829,  rendered 


#767,693  86 


Tlie  accounts  of  fire  officers  for  the  3d  quarter  are  yet 
to  be  receired,  which,  it  is  beheved,  will  reilucc  tbe  bal- 
ance about  #7,000  t  and  it  has  been  ascertained  from  the 
statemeiita  already  received  for  tbe  month  of  October, 
tliat  more  than  #48,000  of  tbe  balance  wa&  applied  during 
tiaX  month  to  the  public  service.  I  entertain  not  a  doubt 
that  the  whole  amount  will  be  acooun(e<l  for  at  tbe  cloae 
of  the  present  quarter.  The  Urge  amount  of  public  pro- 
perty uiuler  the  administration  oftbe  Department,  wheth- 
er in  the  hands  of  its  officers  or  those  of  comjianica^  is  r«- 
gularfy  and  promptly  accounted  for. 

I  have  been  abte  to  make  a  reduction  in  the  estimates 
for  the  Department  proper  of  about  1^000  doUars:  with 
judicious  administration,  the  sum  asked  Ibr  wUI  be  auffi- 
dent  for  tbe  ser%-ice  of  the  year. 

Of  tlie  works  under  the  direction  of  the  Department 
the  barntcks  at  fort  Crawford,  autborizetl  by  appropria- 
tions made  at  tbe  two  last  sessions  of  Congress,  are  in 
such  a  state  of  forwardness  as  to  leave  no  dojibt  of  com- 
fortable accommodations  being  prepared  for  four  com- 
panies during  the  present  year  ;  and  it  is  beficved  the  ap- 
propriation wilt  be  sufficient,  or  nearly  so,  to  complete 
the  worlcs  contemplated. 

The  officer  charged  with  the  improvements  at  Je(rct<' 
son  barraclcs^  authorized  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
reported  on  tbe  1st  instant  that  they  would  tc  entirely 
finished  by  the  15th  instant  The  appropriatioo  will  be 
sufficient. 

The  barracfca  and  qiiart,crs  authorized  at  New  London, 
Connecticut,  by  appropriations  made  at  tlie  two  last  ses- 
sions of  ConpH^  hare  been  complute<l.  A  small  tract 
of  land  adjoining:  tlic  post  is  necessary  for  the  accommu' 
d;ition  of  Uie  garrison,  for  the  purchase  of  which  I  have 
aubmiUcdan  estimate. 

The  barracks  autborizetl  at  fort  Strvem  liavc  been 
completed  as  &r  as  the  appropriation  would  iKlmit :  about 
three  hundred  doliars  are  rcquiretl  to  finisii  them,  ami  au 
ap  propriation  is  necessary  fur  officei-s'  quarters,  fur  which 
anestiinate  has  been  Rubmittcd. 

Undt-r'an  appropriation  made  at  the  last  se.<ision  of 
Congress  for  barracks  and  cjuarten  at  fort  Gratint,  optr- 
atioiM  were  commenced  early  in  tbe  season,  ami,  at  tlic 
date  of  the  last  report  tlie  work  had  so  far  advanced  as 
to  leave  but  tittle  doubt  of  its  completion  during  the  en- 
suing winter. 

The  title  to  the  lan<l  occupied  by  tbe  military  at  furt 
Howanl,  Green  bay,  being  unseltk-d,  it  was  considered 
advisable  to  dtrfcr,  fur  tlic  present,  tbe  erecting  of  the 
barracks  and  quarters  authorized  at  that  place  l>y  an  ap- 
propriation made  at  th^  last  sciiMon  of  Congress. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  about  one-third 
of  tlie  military  roatl  in  the  State  of  Maine  bad  been  )Nit 
under  contract.  Owing  to  tlie  difficulties  encutintcrtd 
by  tbe  contractors,  oidy  a  small  portion  uf  tbe  work  iraa 
exccutetl  in  tlic  last  year.  It  has,  however,  been  cvm- 
plele«l  in  tbe  present  season  f  and  tlie  remainder  of  the 
road  Uiruugb  to  Houlton  has  been  put  under  eonlraci, 
and  ia  in  progress  of  execution.  Opciutions  were'delay- 
ed  in  tbe  cany  part  of  tbe  year  by  the  extiavngant  nature 
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of  the  proposals  which  were  received  in  the  first  instance. 
The  pricea  offered  were  lo  unretaonablc  as  to  induce  the 
detemiination  to  reject  the  bids,  and  extend  tlie  time  for 
completing  the  road  to  another  seamn  ;  by  which  course, 
contnctt  have  been  furmed  on  more  favorable  temi*. — 
The  road  is  now  in  such  a  state  of  forwanlneu  as  to  be 
nanable  (or  carnages  a  greater  part  of  its  course,  and  will 
ttnni  an  excellent  winter  cammunication  between  Ban- 
gor and  Houltun.  The  great  number  of  streams  which 
t«<|uire  brid^a  will  tnareaae  the  expense  somewhat  be- 
yond the  estimate  oflast  year,  and  will  render  a  small  ad- 
ditional appropriation  necessary. 

Operations  were  commeitced  early  in  the  year  on  the 
road  leading  from  St.  Augustine  to  New  Smyrna,  tn  Flo- 
rida, and  were  continued  until  the  nckly  season  set  in, 
when  lliey  were  neceisirily  ainpendca.  The  section 
lying  between  Tomoka  and  Spruce  creek,  a  distance  of 
twenty  miles,  and  comprahenutng  several  bridges  and 
many  rauscwajs,  has  been  completed.  The  work  waa 
resumed  on  the  Ist  instant,  and  the  officer  chared  with 
its  superintendence  repiirta  that  the  remainder  of  the  niad 
through  to  New  ^myma  wiH  be  finislied  by  tlie  middle  of 
the  next  month. 

The  military  rood  fhiro  Pensacola  to  l^llattassee,  and 
thence  to  St.  Augustine,  has  been  repaired  as  far  as  the 
nppropriatious  made  for  that  object  would  aiitliorixe. 
The  eastern  section,  however,  lying  between  Alachua 
court-bouse  and.Picolati,  on  the  St.  John's  river,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  uxty  milei^  has  not  received  any  repair* 
Tlie  iiAabitants  io  that  Tkinity  represented  tliat  the  road 
lead'iiig  ftom  Alachua  court-house  to  Jacfcaonville  would 
afford  greater  convenience  to  the  settlements,  and  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  apply  the  appropriation  exclusively 
to  that  portion  of  the  military  road  lying  between  Ala- 
chua and  Tallahassee. 

Instructions  have  been  given,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  the  Slat  May  last,  to  repair  the  road  from  Ala 
chua  court-bouse  to  Jacksonville.  The  bridge  authoriz- 
ed to  be  erected  over  the  St.  SebaHian  river,  near  St. 
Augustine,  where  the  military  road  crosses  that  stream, 
has  been  finished  during  the  present  year. 

The  road  from  Alachua  to  Marianna,  in  Florida,  for 
which  an  appropriiitioit  was  made  at  the  last  session  of 
Congre»,  lias  been  chiefly  put  under  contract,  and  is 
progresnng  satisiiictorily.  Operations  have  been  sus- 
pended on  a  portion  of  it,  with  a  view  to  a  better  locatiun 
lit  the  route,  hy  which  the  distance  will  bs  idiortcncd. 

The  operations  for  the  improvement  of^ackctt's  Har 
bor,  suspended  during  the  last  whiter,  were  resumed  on 
the  I3lh  of  April,  and  the  officer  charfjed  V  i(h  the  work 
reports  lhat  every  thing  reqiiirctl  to  be  done  will  he  ac 
complished  during  the  present  season,  and  that  no  fur- 
ther improvements  will  oe  necessary  for  many  years  to 
Gi.me. 

Operations  were  resumed  at  the  Delaware  breakwater 
about  the  first  of  April,  and  have  been  attended  witli  a 
success  beyond  our  most  sanguine  expectations. 

The  conii-aclors  were  bound,  by  the  terms  of  tlieir 
contract,  to  deliver  seventy  fliousand  perches  of  stone, 
penUvely,  and  twcnly-six  thousand  perches,  conditional 
ly  ;  but,  in  consequence  oT  the  loss  of  all  their  fixures  at 
their  quarries  on  the  Hudson  by  the  ice,  they  were  not 
oiOy  subjected  lo  a  heavy  loss,  but  were  delayed  in  their 
opcntioiis.  We  had  the  power  to  declare  their  contract 
void,  but  permitted  them  to  go  on  and  deliver  as  much  as 
they  lud  it  in  their  power  to  furnish  duiint:  the  season. 
As  the  public  interests,  however,  reqiurcd  that  the  wurfc 
•luiald  be  vigorously  prosecuted,  we  avwlod  ourselvea  of 
cue  oviay  of  Oie  euntractora  to  purchase  from  others. 
The  coniractors  delivered  about  forty  thousand  perches^ 
and  we  purchssed  from  ethers  upwai-ds  of  wventy  thou- 
sand i  nrakiiig  the  whole  quantity  deposited  equal  to 
one  hundred  aud  eleven  thousand  five  hundred  and  nine 


perches.  This,  added  to  twenty-three  thousand  five 
hundred  and  seventy  perches, depunted  bst  year,  makes 
the  wliole  quantity  deposited  to  the  present  time  one 
hundml  ami  thirty-five  thousand  and  seventy-nine  pcrdi- 
es.  The  length  of  the  deposite  of  stone  on  the  braik- 
waicr  is  upwards  of  one  thousand  feet,  or  more  tlian  one 
fourth  of  its  intended  length  ;  and  titat  uf  th(»depositc 
on  the  ice  breaker  h  upwuds  of  eight  hundretl  feet,  or 
more  than  one  lialf  of  its  proposed  length-  Tl»c  lower 
>CMnt  of  the  ice-breaker  and  the  upper  point  of  the 
)reakwater  are  brougltt  up  quite  to  the  level  of  liigh 
water,  and  comprise  each  an  area  of  seventy  by  uue 
hundred  feet  at  the  plane  uf  low  water. 

The  effect  of  the  depasite  already  madcr,  as  a  barrier 
to  the  force  uf  the  ocean,  has  been  experienced  by  \cs> 
sels  in  seveml  instances  during  heavy  gales  of  wind 
which  prevailed  in  the  latter  part  uf  the  aeiiaon ;  fiir, 
although  there  is  but  a  snull  part  of  each  dyke  above  the 
ilanc  of  low  water,  the  remainder  being  but  a  few  feet 
)eluw  that  plane,  has  contributed  lo  make  a  liarbor.  Ky 
limiting  the  depontes  of  the  ensuing  aeaMin  tu  tlte  pre- 
sent finindationt^  the  worka  can  be  brought  up  to  their 
destined  heiglit,  and  made  to  afTwd  shelter  to  m  noaber 
of  vesseli^  particularly  those  engaged  in  the  execution  of 
the  work,  llw  numenMs  wrecks  that  took  pUce  in  Au- 
gust last,  have  prorad  liow  nuicb  such  a  shelter  ia  re- 
quired. 

The  whole  of  the  appropriation  applicable  to  the  work 
during  the  present  season  wtH  be  required  to  meet  the 
public  cngigemeDtB  to  the  close  of  the  year;  and,  in  ad- 
ditkm  to  the  sum  of  sizty-two  thousand  d^kts,  Mpp^o- 
priated  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  next  year,a  furl  her  ap- 
propriation of  two  hundred,  and  eight  thouvuid  dollsn 
will  be  required  (or  the  aervice  of  that  year ;  and  U  ia  re- 
specifully  recommended  that  an  appn^iiation  be  asked 
ibr  the  year  1633. 

Havinr  been  called  on  at  the  last  ■esitun  of  Congfcas 
for  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  mounting  m  potiion  of 
the  infantry  for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontier,  I 
take  this  occasion,  as  a  western  ctti  zen,  to  remark,  that 
the  luiture  of  the  country  south  of  the  Ui»ouri  river, 
and  the  character,  habits,  and  resources  of  tlie  Indians 
who  inhabit  or  range  on  it,  are  such  as  to  render  it  im- 
possible to  secure  that  frontier  hy  infantry  alone,  how 
numerous  or  well  appointed  soevei  they  may  be,  unlen 
horses  be  provided  to  mount  them.  As  well  might  we 
leave  the  defence  of  oar  marititoe  frontier,  and  the  pro- 
tection of  our  foreign  commerce,  lo  the  artillciy  stationed 
on  the  sea  board.  The  means  of  pursuing  rapidly,  and 
punishing  promptly,  those  who  aggress,  whetlier  on  the 
ocean  or  on  the  land,  are  indispensable  to  complete  se* 
curity  ;  and  if  ships  of  war  are  neceeiiar)'  in  the  «ie  case 
a  mounted  force  ia  equally  so  in  the  other.  Were  we 
wKhotit  a  Kavy,  depredations  might  be  committed  upon 
our  commerce  with  entire  im]iuoity,  not  oidy  on  the  high 
Stas,  but  within  our  harbors,  and  in  view  uf  eur  foru. 
Bo,  without  a  muiioted  force  south  of  the  Missouri,  tlie 
Indian,  confident  of  the  capacity  of  his  horse  to  bear  him 
beyoitd  the  reach  of  pursuit,  despises  Our  power,  chooac» 
his  point  of  attack,  aud  often  comnuts  the  outrages  to 
'  which  he  is  prompted,  either  by  a  spirit  of  revenge  or  a 
love  of  plunder,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  our  trct^  j 
and  the  impunity  ot  the  first  act  invariably  leads  to  nev 
aggressions.  To  compel  him  to  respect  iis;  we  must 
make  him  feel  our  power,  or  at  all  events  convince  tun 
that  the  guilty  can  have  no  security  in  flight. 

1  would  therefore  respectfiiHy  recomnieml  that  provi- 
moa  be  made  to  mount  at  least  one  company  at  each  of 
the  |K«U  south  of  the  Missouri :  and  1  have  the  honor  to 
be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ni.  S.  JESUP,  fiuarlermmttt  Gvneni. 
The  Hon.  Jouit  U.  Eatoiii 

Stertiwry  of  War,  WaahtngUm  Cilg. 
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KEFOBT  OP  THE  PAYMASTER  GENERAL. 

PAxaAim  GtimitAL'*  Onicx,  ? 
Wiaakitighn  C%,  Dec  1. 1830.  $ 

SiE  :  I  have  the  honor,  lierewith,  to  submit  a  tabnlur 
statement  of  the  fundi  adranced  to  paymasters  from  the 
Istdajr  itT  October,  1829.  to  tlie  30th  of  September, 
1830  ;  the  balances  unexpended,  and  deducted  Troin  the 
mimatei  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  prtsent  year  ;  and 
the  balance  yet  to  be  accounted  for  ]  alao  exhibiting 
the  period  to  which  tlie  troopt  in  each  district  Iutc  been 
paid. 

Prom  this  statement  it  will  be  eeen,  that,  of  the 
$  1,395,100  drawn  fmm  the  Treasury,  therere  mains  hut 
^  13,084  45  to  be  accounted  for  t  and  1  bare  informa- 
tion that  the  payments  for  which  this  last  sum  was  ad- 
vanced have  been  made;  but  the  ucounti  have  not  yet 
reached  me  {  they  will  probably  be  received  before  the 
clnse  of  this  week,  when  the  whnle  will  be  accounted 
for  without  the  loss  of  a  cent. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  adil,  that  on  no  former  occa- 
lion  liave  the  payments,  generally,  been  brought  to  such 
late  perKMls,  or  the  accounts  so  fuWv  rendered. 

Moat  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervant. 

N.  TOWSON,  J'mmatter-aaienL 
TIic  Hon.  J.  11.  BfcToir,  Seeretvrjf  War. 


REPORT  FROM  THE  ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

OenxAifCB  Orrtca, 
Waahinglon,  November  30,  1830. 

Sia :  I  have  the  honor  to  tubmit  herewith  a  general 
report  of  the  operations  of  this  office  during  the  year  past. 

Statement  marked  A  exhibits  an  account  of  tlie  mo- 
neys drawn  from  the  Treasury,  and  remitted  through  this 
office,  during  the  year  1829,  to  diiburHng  officers  and 
contnctors  t  and,  also,  the  amount  of  accounts  rendered, 
and  the  balance  remaining  in  the  handi  of  each  at  the 
close  of  the  year.  By  tttis  statement,  it  appean  that  the 
remittances,  durii^  tlie  year  1829,  amounted  to 

«  991,496  48 

That  the  aeeonnta  rendered  and  settled, 

during  the  same  penod,  amounted  to        957,094  55 


And  that  the  unexpended  balances  remain- 
ing in  tlie  handa  of  the  several  disbyraing 
officers  at  the  close  of  the  year,  amount- 
ed to  (34,401  93 
Statement  B  shows  the  amount  of  funds  transmitted  to 
the  several  disbursing  officers  of  this  Department,  and  to 
contractors,  during  tlie  three  first  quarters  of  the  present 
ycart  by  which  it  wiUbc  seen  that  the  total  amount 
transnutted  wm                                   t  708,087  91 
And  that  Uie  accounts  rendtfed  amounted  to  S30,4/^  35 


l.eaving  an  unexpended  balance  in  the 
hands  of  disbursing  officers,  unthe  30th 
September,  of  f  87,664  66 

Sutement  C  exhibibi  an  account  of  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal articles  made  at  the  several  armories  and  arsenals, 
during  the  year  ending  SOth  September,  1830 1  by  which 
it  willappear  that  2^135  new  muskets^  with  their  va. 
nous  appendages t  have  been  made  at  the  armories  ;  and 
that  20,956  aimdl  arms  have  been  cleaned  and  repaired  : 
3,101  holsters,  ^lout  700  lettaofaeeontrenients  for  small 
arm%  and  90  new  gun  carriage^  have  been  made  at  the 
arsenals. 

Statement  D  exhibits  the  pumher  and  description  of 
arms,  artilleiy,  and  other  oidnance  supplies*  iasued  by 
Ihia  Oepaitnent  to  the  Army,  and  to  me  Engineer  De- 


partment, diirii^  the  year  ending  30th  Septembert  1830) 
by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  965  small  arms,  16  gjn  car* 
riages,  and  about  1,000  setts  of  accoiitrementd  fur  small 
arms,  are  among  the  principal  articles  issued  to  the  army: 
937,700  pounds  of  lead  were  i&sucd  to  the  Engineer  De- 
partment. 

Statement  E  exhibits  an  account  of  the  expenditures 
made,  and  of  the  arms,  and  artillery  carriages  and  equip- 
ments procured,  under  the  act  of  1808,  for  arming  and 
equipping  the  militia,  during  the  year  ending  SOth  Sep- 
tember, 1830  {  from  which  it  will  appear  that  the  arms 
procured  are,  11,240  muskets,  361  repeating  and  Hall's 
rifles,  2,101  holsters,  and  86  field  artillery  carriages,  with 
their  various  equipments  i  and  that  the  antount  expend- 
ed was  187.520  39  dollars.  ' 

Sutement  P  exhibits  an  account  bf  the  arms  appor- 
tioned to  each  of  the  several  States  and  Territories,  fo4 
the  year  1829  {  and  of  the  artillery,  arms,  and  other  mili- 
taiy  equipments,  distributed  to  the  militia,  during  tho 
year  ending  September  30,  1830. 

Statement  G  exhibitii  the  general  results  of  the  opera- 
tions of  llie  public  lead  minc«,  during  tlie  year  ending 
30th  September,  1830;  to  which  is  appended  a  brief 
statement,  showing  the  quantity  of  leail  matlc  at  these 
mines,  in  each  year,  frem  1831  to  the  present  lime.  By 
these  statements  it  will  be  seen  that  the  rents  which  ac- 
crued during  the  year  past  amount  to  563,567  pounds, , 
being  890,564  pounds  less  than  the  rents  of  the  previous' 
year.  The  quantt^  of  lead  made  at  the  public  mines* 
during  the  hut  year  vres  8,333,058  pouna^  being  lest 
tlian  tho  product  of  the  previous  year  by  6,209,352 
pounds.  'Hiia  falling  ofTinthe  quantity  of  lead  made  is 
to  he  attributed  to  the  low  price  which  the  article  has 
borne  in  the  market  for  two  years  past  The  same  cause  ■ 
has  diminished  the  rents*  but  theae  have  been  further  re- 
duced by  the  lower  rates  at  which  i  entt  have  been  charg- 
ed since  the  1st  of  Janoaiy  last. 

The  qtuntity  of  Icafl  which  haa  accrued  to  the  United 
Statrs,  for  .the  rent  of  the  mines,  during  the- year  past, 
}f  sold  in  the  market,  would  barely  suffice  fur  paying  the 
expenses  of  collection. 

It  it  not  proh^le  that  any  considerable  exienaton  of 
the  mimngtijieratiom  will  be  made  fbr  years  to  come  f  for 
it  is  now  latisGictimry  ascertained  that  our  mines  have 
yielded,  for  a  few  years  past,  a  much  larger  tupply  than 
the  consumption  trf"  the  country  requires  :  and,  unless  a 
market  for  the  excess  be  found  in  foreign  countries,  it  is 
not  to  be  expected  that  even  tlie  present  rate  of  produc- 
tion can  be  sustained.  During  the  past^'car,  a  great  num- 
ber of  miners  have  abandoned  the  bnnneia^  beeauae  tha 
low  price  of  lead  did  not  afibrd  an  adequate  cooqienaa- 
tion  for  Ute  tabor  of  procuring  it. 

It  appears,  upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  Treasury 
statements  for  a  number  of  years  past,  that  the  whole 
quantity  of  lead,  in  all  its  various  forms,  which  was  im- 
ported during  a  period  of  ten  years,  commencing  with 
1819, amqunw  loan  avenge,  per  annum,  of 

7,835,933  Dm. 

And  that,  durii^  the  nme  penod,  the 
quantity  exported  averaged  ],338,218 

Leaving  for  domeatk  consumption  an  ave- 
rage of  6.497,705 

Which  consisted  of  the  following  kinds, 
viz  : 

Of  white  and  red  lead,  and  litharge  3,786,659 
Of  pig.  bar,  and  ahcet  lead,  and  lea<l 

pipes  3,855,838 
Of  shot  '  855,338 


Aven^^e  quantity  derived  from  importa- 
tions of  foreign  lead  6,497,705 
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Prior  to  the  year  183^  the  pradaet  of  the  publie  minci  |  has  been  liquidated  i  and  there  m  Kttle  dottbt,  from  the 
bad  net  been  so  considerable  aa  materiaUy  to  afieet  the  { tolidity  of  the  secaritiei  in  the  easel  of  the  ^,808  42  tin- 
market  ;  but,  during- that  year,  the  product  wai  sudden- 1  settled,  and  from  the  disposition  already  erinced,  that 
Iv  increased  to  more  lhan  twelve  niininiia  of  pounds ;  and  I  the  whole  will  be  promptly  paid  without  resorting  to  suit 
(Itirin^  the  same  year,  the  excess  of  importations  was  I  It  aflbrds  me  great  gratincatioa  to  state,  that  of  the 
8,603,430  pounds,  exceeding  the  average  of  previous  I  moneys  remitted  and  charg:ed  in  the  period  embraced, 
years  more  than  two  miHions.  This,  with  the  product  of  I  there  has  not  been  one  cent  lost  to  gnvennnent :  and  of 
the  publie  mines,  supplied  the  market  with  an  unexpect- 1 91  officers  diabursii^  in  the  commiMariat,  only  ^ree  se- 


ed exeets  of  fourteen  millions  pounds,  being  equal  to  a 
«ipply  for  two  years  in  adrance. 

During  the  year  1829,  the  public  mines  yielded  fbur> 
teen  antla  half  millions  {loundt,  and  the  importation  ceas- 
'  ed.    There  was  an  excess  of  exports,  in  that  year,  of 
nearly  one  and  a  half  millions. 

Tlie  average  annual  product  of  the  public  mines,  dur- 
ing the  tliree  last  years,  is  12,r3tt,366  pounds,  bring 
about  double  the  quantity  usually  received  from  foreign 
countries,  prior  to  the  year  1 829. 

The  public  lead  mines'  in  Miiwouri  were  olTcn-d  at  pub 
lie  sale  m  October  bst,  under  (he  act  of  March 1829. 

The  section  of  country  in  which  the  mines  on  the  ITp- 

Eer  Misnssippi  arc  situated,  having  been  ceded  to  ihe 
'nit«l  States  bv  the  treaty  of  Praine  du  Cliien,  of  Au- 
gust, 1839,  and  the  value  of  these  mines  having  been 
lull}  developed,  it  is  belirrcd  that  the  time  has  anivRd 


counts  hare  not  been  received  t  and  although  these  are 
at  the  most  remote  posts,  they  will  rn  aM  probability  reach 
this  office  during  the  present  mouth  ;  it  is,  hovever,  be- 
lieved, that  if  received,  the  result  of  the  Btatement  woukl 
not  be  materially  aflected- 

Very  respectfully,  your  moat  obt.  scrrsnt, 

GEO.  lilBSON,  C.  G.  S. 
lion.  J.  H.  Eatov,  See'y  of  War. 


RRPORT  FROM  THP-  SUPERINTKNI>ENT  OF 
INDIAN  AFPAIKS. , 

DiraiiTiixiiT  OF  VI AH, 
OrFicK  ov  Uduit  ArvAiBS,  Nor.  36,  I83a 


for  surveyinp  a.„l  selling  these  lead  mine  land.  It  is  ,.p.  |  ""if^JX^^TXi^^ 

E^^/wi'irnirv^ir  il'II^Sr  >  ^^'l  to  ^bmitafSlimate,  in  detail,  for  tlie  cu^ 

from  ssle  was  to  prevent  a  mono  >oly  of  them,  while  their        .  ,rf,K^T„j;„„  n^^rtWnt  in  Uie  vear  1831. 


extent  and  raluc  were  but  little  knovii  to  the  publie. 
They  have  now  been  to  extenuvely  wrought,  ami  are,  ai 
present,  so  well  known,  that  this  object  has  been  accom- 
pliahe<l  \  and  no  reasons  can  be  perceived  why  a  Surrey 
and  sale  of  them  should  be  longer  deferred. 

Independent  of  the  mineral  riciies  of  these  landay  the 
olimate  iarepresentetl  as  remarkably  salubrious,  snd  the 
soil  as  fruitful,  and  well  adapted  to  luppart  a  dense  po- 
pubtion  {  and  it  may  be  cvmridered  of  tmtinnal  import' 
anec  toencourage  the  sctllement  of  thn  remote  and  ex- 
pnsetl  frontier.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  mea- 
sures be  taken  for  causing  these  lands  to  be  sun  eved  and 
soM. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  nr,  your  most  obetlieitt, 

G.  BOMFORU,  m.CoL  m  Ordnmitetenke. 
Hon.  J.  H.  Eatoit,  SeOrtary  tf  War. 


RRPORT  PROM  THE  COMUISSAKY  GENERAL  OP 
SUBSISTENCE. 

Omei  o¥  THK  Cow.  Giv.  or  SoBnarairci, 

WaOmgUm,  Utk  Novemhar^  1830. 

Sib  I  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  tlie  Depart- 
ment of  War  of  7th  August  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  a  statement,  in  dupGcate,  of  the  moneys  remitted 
and  charged  to  contractors,  and  the  disbursing  officers  of 
the  commissariat,  in  the  X»\,  3d,  and  3d  quarters  of  the 
year,  amounting  to  t-SSSfOlS  16,  and  the  monies  account- 
ed for  by  them,  amounting  to  $308,716  64,  leaving  a  ba- 
lance ontstandingof  #34^381 18,  from  whidi  is  to  be  de- 
diMted  ^808  4£it  charged  to  contnwtors,  not  as  advan- 
ces, or  Mmittanccs  out  of  the  annual  appropriation  for 
1830,  but  aa  the  difference  between  the  prices  of  provi- 
sions previously  contracted  for,  and  Ihe  purchases  made 
by  agents  of  the  Department  in  1829,  to  supply  deficien- 
cies at  several  posts,  and  totally  imconnectcd  with  the 
fiscal  operations  of  the  present  year,  leaving  (31,572  76 
actually  in  the  hands  of  the  alaistant  and  acting  asstsUnt 
commissaries,  at  the  expiration  of  the  Sd,  applicable  to, 
and  which  will  be  entirely  accounted  for  in,  the  4th  quar- 
ter of  the  year. 

The  anm  or^;imdly  charged  to  contractors  on  their  Gul- 
iire  i%  by  this  statement,  k4,503  31,  of  which  fXfiXO  11 


rent  expenses  of  thelndian  Department  in  tlie  year  1831, 
amounting  to  (160,690. 

In  forther  complianee  widi  said  order,  1  now  hare  iha 
honor  to  subDut  Uie  statements  herewiti),  marked  A  and  B. 

Statement  A  exhibits  the  amount  remitted  for  disbarse- 
ment  under  each  head  of  appropriation,  in  the  Indian  De- 
partment, during  the  three  first  quarten  of  ttie  year 
1830  i  the  amount  for  which  accounts  have  been  render- 
ed under  each  head,  for  the  same  period  j  w»d  the  b»- 
laiicea  remaining  to  b«  accounted  nv,  according  to  the 
books  of  this  ofScc.    It  will  be  seen  that  the  whole 
amount  remitted  for  dlsbtirsement  within  the  period  men- 
tioned is  ^538,734  18 ;  titat  the  whale  amount  for  which 
accounts  hare  been  rendere<l,  is  $401,342  09  ;  and  ihai 
the  amount  remaining  to  be  accounted  for  is  #127,392  09. 
It  will  be  seen,  also,  that,  of  the  balances  remaining  to 
be  accounted  for,  those  atcne,  under  the  heads  of  pay  « 
superintendents  and  agents,  sub-agenti^  interpreters,  and 
blacksmiths,  and  annuities,  when  added  tt^ether,  amount 
to  the  sum  of  63,914  doHan^  and  31  cents  {  and  which, 
If  deducted  from   the  aggregate  balwee,  to  vH: 
#137,393  09,  will  leave  but  $64,477  78  to  be  acconoted 
for  under  all  the  other  heads.    A  considerable  portion 
of  the  d'lsburscmenU  for  annoities  as  well  as  for  other 
objects,  are  nude  by  agents  stationed  at  remote  puat% 
and  often,  owing  to  the  Indians  prolon^ng  their  abaettce 
from  their  villages  on  their  huntang  exeuivons,  at  so  btc 
a  period  of  the  year,  that  suffidenttime  has  not  elapsed 
for  their  returns  for  the  3d  quarter  to  reach  the  Depart- 
ment.   When  these  are  received,  «ie  bahuM^  if  not 
wholly  accounted  for,  will  be  reduced  to  a  very  smafl 
sum,  especially  when  compared  with  the  whole  amomc 
remitted,  or  with  that  of  tlie  security  hehl  bjr  the  eo> 
rcmment  of  the  offioets  through  whom  the  diaburaements 
are  made. 

Statement  B  exhibits  the  number  of  schoirfs  in  the  In- 
dian country,  where  estabfirfied,  by  wliom,  the  number  fi 
teacher^  the  number  of  scliolars,  and  the  amount  now 
allowed  a  year  to  each  school  from  the  annual  appropm- 
tion  of  $10,000  for  the  dvilizatioB  of  the  Indians.  Thb 
statement  shows  an  increase  In  the  number  of  aeholan  oret 
that  embraced  in  the  repmtftom  Uwoffiee  fcrUie  b« 
year,  of  342. 

I'he  amount  remittcil  io  the  tliree  first  quarlersof  the 
present  year,  fhm  the  appropriation  for  (be  ovilindioa  o* 
theIiidiaM,foridmd  alfo«*nce%  it)S6,G93,aa  wiB  he 
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Men  bjr  reference  to  stutement  A.  The  amuunt  of  lliese 
allowftitces  to  the  several  schuols,  us  amnsed  to  take  ef- 
Tect  from  the  let  eif  July  Ust,  and  exhibited  by  statement 
B,  u  $6f650i  u'hieh,  deducted  from  the  annual  appro- 
priation of  :rio,009  appUcahle  to  thiayeart  will  leave  a 
Dalance,  (wilhout  taking  into  view  any  balance  that  may 
remain  of  former  year^)  on  the  lat  .of  January  next,  of 
93,356,  io  be  added  to  the  annual  appn^iriation  that  will 
then  be  applicable  to  1831,  (inaklng>,  tcq^her,  f  13,35(r,] 
and  diipa*ed  during  Uiat  year,  as  the  Secretary 
War  may-deem  it  expedient  to  direct. 

It  ta  believed  that  the  dtabursementi  in  the  Indian  De- 
partmein  for  the  years  1839  and  1830  hare  l>een  confined 
atrietly  wltlun  the  appropriations  applicable  to  them,  and 
that  no  aireanget  liave  or  will  accrue  on  account  of  dia< 
buraenienti  nude  in  other  ol  tlioae  yean.  But  the  ar- 
•eara^et  which  U  was  aacertained  (and  so  stated  ln.tl»e 
report  h«nfliiB  office  for  the  last  year,)  had  accrued  to  a 
sonaiderable  amount  in  the  Indian  Department  prior  to 
the  year  1839;  are  still  presainy  on  the  Oetiartment,  and 
it  yet  remains  without  any  means  to  meet  them.  Im- 
prciied  with  the  unpwtanoe  trf"  aune  adequate  prorinon 
•^ng  made  fiw  Aese  wtearayes,  I  hare  inade  Uib  refer- 
ence to  them  here,  under  a  hope  that  tlie  attention  of 
Congress  might  again  be  called,  at  the  ensuing  sesuon, 
to  the  docamenta  submitted  to  them  on  the  subject  at 
laat,  and  an  act  be  paased  raaking  suoh  appropriations  as, 
from  Uw  cireuTOsUneca  of  the  case*  may  appear  to  be 
proper. 

There  are  some  other  documents  and  estimates,  which 
were  submitted  at  the  last  seasion  of  Cong^reas,  fhr  ap- 
propriations to  carry  inta  cff^t  sundry  treaty>«tipu1ations 
for  annuities  And  other  objects,  for'  the  year  1830  t  but 
wbicli,  as  no  appropriations-  were  made,  it  will  be  neccs- 
saiy  to  submit  again  at  the  cnauing  aesaion,  to  obtain  ap- 
propriations both  for  the  year  1830  and  1831,  Theywiil, 
Accordingly,  be  prepared  and  reported  in  time  to  be  sub- 
mitied  at  an  early  day  In  the  session. 

Our  relations  with  the  Indians  continue  on  a  friendly 
footing.  Nothing  lias  happened  to  interrupt  thtm  da- 
ring  tn  i  year,  except  it  be  the  acta  of  hostility  whieli 
Jiave  occuifmally  been  committed  a^nst  each  other  by 
certtfn  tribes  bordering  on  the  Hisaissippi,  and  which, 
it  was  apprehended  at  one  time,  wore  about  to  aaaume  a 
character  that  would  seriously  disturb  the  peace  afDiw 
citizens  along  thkt  frontier:  b«t,  by  the  timely  Vnterfei^ 
ence  of  the  Oovernnient,  peace  has  been  made  between 
the  IndisLB,  and  our  citizens  thereby  secured,  for  the 
present,  at  least,  from  the  distui4>ances  with  which  they 
were  threatened  by  their  wan. 

The  treaties  concluded  at  the  coi^erences  ordered  to 
be  held  by  General  Clark  and  Colonel  Morgan,  wittt  the 
Indiana,  for  this  and  other  piupvses,  at  Prturie  du  CMen, 
have  lately  been  forwarded  by  General  Clark,  and  are 
ftled  in  this  office.  These  treaties,  with  those  recently 
concluded  with  tho  Chickasaw  and  Choektaw  nations, 
under  the  directions  of  the  President  of  the  United 
SUtea,  towards  the  executiou  of  the  act  prased  at  the 
last  sesMon  of  Coi^p«aa,  *<  to  provide  tar  kb  exchange  nf 
lands  with  the  Indians  residing  in  any  ai  the  States  or 
Territories,  and  for  their  removal  west  of  the  Mis^ip- 

fii,"  are  all  the  treatiea  that  have  been  made  with  the 
ndians  rince  the  last  session  of  Congress.    They  are  rea- 
lly to  be  laid  before  the  Department  when  required . 

The  Commias'ionera  CGen.  E.  Koo^  and  James  McCall 
and  J.  T.  Mason,  ^sijuirea)  appointed  in  pursuance  of 


the  case,  which  is  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Pren- 
dent  of  the  United  Stales. 

By  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  passed-  at  last  session 
of  Congress  conditionally  ratifying  Uie  sbpplementary 
article,  concludeil  the  24ll>  September,  1829,  to  the 
treaty  with  the  Delaware  Indians  t^  the  3d  ol  OctoboP* 
1818,  certain  lines,  specified  in  aaidresohltion,  vererC- 
qtiired  to  be  run  and  markc^d.  Mr.  McCoy,  who  was 
employed  to  make  the  survey,  bai  been  engaged  on  it, 
but  had  not,  at  the  date  of  the  laat  reports  fVom  hiffl^ 
completed  it. 

The  lines  of  the  cessions  made  by  the  treaties  conclud- 
ed at  Prairie  du  Chien,  wit  li  the  Chippewa,  Ottowa,  and 
Pottawatamie,  and  U  inuebago  (ndians,  on  the  39th  ivfy 
and  Irt  August,  1839,  and  which  were  ratifled  during 
the  last  session  df  Congress,  have  been  ran  by  Mr  Lyon, 
the  surveyor  employed  fbr  that  purposei  and  his  report, 
with  tlie  field  notes  and  map  or  the  aorrcy,  are  filed  in 
this  office. 

A  report  has  also  been  received  frtnn  Messrs.  J.  S.  Si* 
monsoii  and  Charles  Noble,  the  agents  sppointed  to  Ta< 
lue  the  buildings  and  other  improvements  belonging  to 
the  Carey  missionary  establishment  on  the  St.  Joseph,  in 
Michigan  Territory,  under  a  provunon  made  fbr  this  pnr- 
pose  by  the  treaty  with  the  FottawataiAie  Indians,  of  SOUt 
September,  1^8.  It  remains  for  the  report  of  the  agenU 
to  be  auhmitted  to  Congress  to  obtain  the  necesaaty 
propriatiOn  to  pay  for  the  improvements^  as  stipulated  by 
the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  just  mentioned. 

A  few  remarka  in  reference  to  the  existing  laws  relating 
to  Indbn  afntirs,  with  a  view  to  some  change  or  modift- 
cation  of  die  provisions  of  the  laine  will  dote  this  re- 
port. 

The  first  act  providing  for  Indian  annuities,  and  Which 
is  titilt  in  fiurce,  was  nasaed  in  1796.  Otiieracts  for 
the  came  object  have  been  since  passed,  from'time  to 
time,  as  th^y  wore  required  iiy  new  treaties,  w^b  are 
limited  oi;  permanent,  according  to  the  treaty  stipuUtiona 
for  which  Uiey  are  intended  to  provide.    A  put  of  the 

Crovisions  of  some  of  them,  tliough  not  directly  repealed, 
aa  been  aupersedcd  by  treaties  or  acts  of  more  recent 
datei  hence  it  is  dilKcult  (except  for  persona  who  are  fa* 
miliar  with  these  changes)  to  distinguisli  the  provisions 
that  are  still  in  force  from  those  that  are  not.  There  aie 
now  IwentV'One  acts  under  which  Indian  anmiitirs  are 
drawn,  and  they  require  as  many  aecounu  to  be  opened 
and  kept  on  the  )>ouka  of  the  Treasury.  IF  the  aame  sys- 
tem be  continued,  every  new  treaty  that  stipulates  for  an 
annuity  will  necesaarity  increase  the  number  of  acts  for 
that  object,  and,  of  course,  the  number  of  accounts.  I 
tlierefiwe  respectfully  submit,  whetlier  it  be  not  desindile 
to  change  the  tjntem,  and  adopt  one  which  is  mere  ain- 
pl^  and  will  require  less  time  and  labor  to  execute  U. 
Tliis,  I  humbly  apprehend,  may  be  attained  by  rcpeding 
all  the  existing  acts  of  appropriation  for  annuities  and 
embodying  the  whole  in  one  act,  to  be  passed  annually, 
on  a  statement  to  be  laid  befare  Congress  at  the  com- 
mencement of  every  session,  showing  the  anmdties  due, 
and  to  be  provided  for  ui  the  ensuing  year.  This  voidd 
keep  Congress  annually  iiiforoied  of  the  stale  of  the  In- 
dian annuities,  and  the  actual  amount  required  from  year 
to  year  to  pay  them.  The  appropriation  ought  be  made 
'  in  one  suni,  equal  to  the  whole  amount  of  annuities  due 
for  tite  year  to  be  provided  for,  or  for  the  specific  auins 
due,  fur  such  year,  to  each  nation  or  tribe.  In  eiAer  case, 
it  would  never  require  more  than  one  account  to  be  on«n- 


provirioft  contained  hi  the  3d  article  of  the  treaty  con-  ed  on  the  books  trf'tlw  lYeasury.  With  these  remarjt^  I 
eluded  at  die  Butte  dea  Huru,  the  11th  of  August,  1837,  {  respectfully  aubmjt  the  aceompanj^g  sUtement  of  aU 
to  adjust  the  difficulty  between  the  Henomonee,  and  the  annuitiea  that  will  be  due  and  payable  in  the  year 
Wiitnebago,  and  New  Yort:  Indiana,  in  reUtion  to  the  '  1831,  (marked  C,)  that,if  the  olyeet  (which  is  explsjned 
boundaries  of  their  bmls  in  the  vicinity  of  Green  bay, '  by  the  foregoing  remarka)  be  approved,  the  same  may 
have  oean  engaged  on  that  (tuty,  and  recently  nMdc  a  be  submitted  to  Cottgresa,  to  be  acted  upon  as  may  be 
report,  submitting  a  proposition  fbr  the  aiyutOkciit  of  cftecned  proper. 

Von;  \»-E.  '  -  I 

Digitized  by  LaOOg  IC 


xxxir      .   APPENDIX— To  Galea  £f  Beaton's  Register. 

31itCon.  2dSM.]  Doemnemtt aenmpanjfing the  Pnaident*a MeMiage. 


Hie  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  vith  tlie  In- 
dian tribei,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,  pitat- 
ed  in  1803,  is  the  principal  one  that  f^verns  all  our  rela- 
tions with  the  Indian  tribes.  Since  this  act  was  passed, 
many  treaties  have  been  concluded^  which,  with  other 
euMM  gtowiny  out  of  the  increase  of  our  population.and 
the  consequent  extension  of  our  ■etttements,  hare  contri- 
buted to  produce  eban|^  tn  our  Indian  relations,  which, 
it  would  seem,  required  corresponding-  ctianges  in  the 
laws  gOTerninir  them.  It  is  believed  tliat  the  line  defined 
by  Uie  act  of  1802  as  the  Tudian  boundar;',  and  to  wliieb 
m  proviuons  were  intended  particularly  to  apply,  has 
long  since  ceased  to  be  so.  It  is,  therefore,  respectfully 
Mibmitted  whether  the  public  interest  does  not  also  re- 
quhK  such  a  modification  of  the  act  of  1802  as  would  bet. 
ter  adapt  its  provisions  to  the  present  state  of  our  Indian 
relations.  A  judicious  modification  of  this  act,  and  others, 
connected  witli  it,  Cembracing  some  specific  provision  for 
the  adjustment  of  the  claims  for  depredations,  &c.  which 
are  provided  for  by  the  4th  and  14th  sections)  would^  no 
dotlbt,  greatly  fiwilitate  and  oi>en  the  way  for  other  im- 
prove ntents  in  the  admiDtstratiun  of  the  afiain  of  the  In- 
cfian  Department,  of  whidi  the  chims  for  depfledations 
just  mentioned'  form  no  unimportant  or  inconsiderable 
part.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that  sliould  the 
fbreguing  propositions  in  regard  to  the  laws  relating  to 
Indian  affairs  be  deemed  worthy  of  consideration,  much 
oaeftil  and  more  detailed  information  may  be  obtained 
flrom  the  report  which  was  made  on  tbii  subject  by  Gov' 
cmor  Cass  and  General  Clark,  and  laid  before  Congress 
the  lesMon  before  last;  for  which,  see  State  Papers,  3d 
feasionSOth  Congress,  vol.  3,  poc.  No.  117. 
All  which  n  respectfully  submitted. 

SAH'L.  S.  HAMILTON- 
To  the  Hon.  Jomv  H.  ISatos,  Secretary  of  War. 

REPORT  FROM  THE  PENSION  OFFICE. 

JtBSTRACTfrom  the  several  JgenW  Setums,  ehowin^ 
the  number  t^Peneumere  wheeeieathe  have  eome  to  theur 
knau^^  for  tke  year  eniing  mthe  4tk^  Sept.  1830. 


NUMBERof  Rnoka^ary  andlumtid  PenMimmaalie 
rglla  of  the  iiffereat  Statet  and  Thritaria,  Oei.  30,  18SQl 


MBBOZia. 

Rev.  pen- 

Invalid 

Honera. 

Pen's. 

Maine 

33 

1 

New  HampsUre 

41 

3 

MaHBchusctts 

53 

3 

Connecticut 

36 

3 

Rhode  Island 

11 

3 

Vermoat 

33 

3 

^ew  York 

80 

13 

New  Jera^ 

8 

3 

PeonqrivaiUa 

13 

3 

Pittabu^  Agency 

14 

3 

Delaware 

Maryland 

9 

9 

Virginia 

9 

3 

Ninth  Carolina 

14 

3 

South  CaroUoa 

6 

1 

Geo^ 

3 

Kentucky 

19. 

3 

But  Tamwiwe 

wrest  TemwMce 

13 

S 

Ohio 

No  returns. 

Indiana 

7 

LcKuaiana 

No  returns. 

Miniwppi 

X 

Mtdugan  Territory 
ItCona 

I 

No  returns. 

Alabama 

3 

4 

Distil  of  Columbia 

No  returns. 

399 

58 

h  .i- 

!?i 
li- 

arans-Aira  TBaaiToaiMa. 

'  "cm 

•  e  B 

hit 

lis 

jiiaific 

If! 
ID 

1 

New  Hampshire' 

17 

710 

185 

Hassac  husctts 

oJ 

S37 

Coonecticut 

o94 

139 

niNKie  uuuiu 

7 

t  err 
157 

13 

V  envKHii 

11 

lyc 

17 O 

wew  lorR 

Tn 
7i) 

New  Jersey 

It) 

371 

55 

Pennsylvania 

30 

70a 

359 

Pittsburg  Ageiu^ 

a 

olo 

Ol 

.fl 

Delaware 

14 

lo 

1 

Vii"annu 

2.1 

nortn  caroima 

O 

o7 

90UTU  Liarouna 

a 

3 

119 

Oeoi^pa 

A 

70 

Kentucky 

17 

461 

168 

£ast  Tennessee 

3 

143 

48 

West  Tcnneaaee 

3 

119 

99 

Ohio 

10 

516 

160 

Indiana 

130 

79 

Louisiana 

9 

27 

Mississippi 

16 

8 

Michigan  Territmy 

1 

8 

31 

Illinois 

33 

29 

Alabama 

33 

28 

Misaoori 

1 

17 

67 

Dislrietof  Cidumbia 

3 

31 

63 

353 

ll;733 

^87-3 

l^tmb»  of  HewobUionary  and  Snalid  Pennonere  aided  to 
the  roUteinee  the  19M  October^  1839. 
Agenciea.      Rev.  Pensioners.   Invalid  Peiwonet& 
Maine 

New  Hampshire 
Massachusetts 
Connecticut 
Rhode  Island 
Vermont 
New  York 
New  Jersey^ 
Pennsylvania- 
Pittsburg  Agency 
Delaware 
MaryUnd 
Virginia 
North  Carolina 
South  Carotiha 
Georgia 
Kentucky 
EnfTNineBse 
West  TennesMe 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Louiaiyna 
Missisuppi 
Hichina  Teililoi7 
lUindS 
Alabama 
Hissoori 

INsttiot  of  Columbia 


14 

8 

30 

10 

23 

5 

7 

3 

4 

ao 

5 

50 

39 

5. 

2 

33 

8 

6 

5 

1 

3 

1 

35 

4 

10 

6 

1 

3 

1 

16 

16 

7 

4 

9 

4 

13 

5 

3 

3 

1 

1 

6 

I 

4 

1 

10 

3 

4 
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[2lBt  Cese.  Sd  Bus. 


REPORT  ON  INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 
H«0*K  or  HCPftUBHTATITH^  ¥**,  18J1. 

Ur.  HRMPHILL,  from  the  committee  to  which  %tA  re- 
ferred that  part  of  the  Prc«dent'a  UeMife  [ot  Decem- 
ber 7,  1830J  relating-  to  Tntefnal  Impravenieiit^  made 
the  fUbnrinff  Ueport : 

That  ibey  hire  bellowed  upon  it  that  deliberate  con 
Btderation  to  which  its  hi^i  character  and  importance  are 
juatly  entitled. 

I'he  essential  benefits  to  a  nation  from  ^ond  roads  and 
canali^  and  the  improrement  of  water  course^  are  so  uni> 
versatly  •cknowledg-;:(l»  that  the  Committee  wilt  not  in- 
vestigate tiie  subject  by  fedioas  reaaoninr.  A  brief  no- 
tice win  be  all  that  is  necessary.  Their  object  ii  rather 
to  briny  into  review  the  lautUble  ambition  and  ardent  de- 
sire, so  long  manifested  by  the  people,  for  the  eiyoyment 
of  ihew  real  blessings. 

Mr.  Fulton,  ill  bis  letter  of  tlie  7lh  of  December,  1807, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  tu  enable  him,  in  part.. 
Ip  prepare  his  report  of  the  4tli  of  April,  180%  remarked 
that,  "  it  is  obrions  to  every  one,  who  will  lake  the  trou- 
ble to  reflect,  tliat,  on  a  road  of  the  best  kind,  four  hor- 
ses, and  sometimes  five,  are  necessary  to  transport  only 
three  tons,  but  on  a  canal*  one  horue  will  draw  twenty-five 
ton^  and  tlius  perform  the  work  of  forty  horses  ^  the  saV' 
iny  bein^  intlte  value  c^ttie  hcnscs,  the  feeding,  wagons, 
and  attendance."  lUil  roads,  where  they  can  be  adopt- 
ed, being  noar  conwdered  of  similar  value  to  Canals,  like 
resuhs  will  follow  from  tin  use  of  them. 

The  whole  saving,  on  any  given  line,  must,  in  a  great 
degree,  be  conjecttiral,  nnless  ricsorl  is  made  to  a  very 
minute  calculation.  But  any  one  can  perceive,  from  this 
ample  statement,  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  ez- 
pfnstt  of  transportation  would  be  a  certain  ^in  to  tlte 
consumer^  and,  indirectly,  to  the  whole  community. 

A  bsrrel  of  flour  can  be  shipped  fVom  Philadelplin  to 
Liverpool,  a  distance  of  three  tliouaand  miles,  for  fifty 
cent^  wlrile^  on  a  tonipike  road  fram  Pittsburg  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, a  tenth  €i  the  distance,  it  would  coat  five  dol- 
lars. 

A  few  facts  will  show  the  enormous  expense  of  trans- 
portation in  time  of  war.  In  tlie  late  war,  flour,  in  some 
insM>nce%  coat  the  Government  nearly  one  hundred  dol- 
lars per  barrtl,  and  pieces  of  artilleiy  each  near  me  thou- 
sand dollars;  and  owing  to  the  delay,  wiere  useless  when 
tlicy  srrived.  I'lie  first  of  transportation  across  the  penin- 
sula between  the  Uelaware  and  Ciiesapeske  bays,  a  dis- 
tance of  only  sixteen  mites,  amounted  in  one  year  to  a  lit- 
tle less  than  a  half  a  million  of  dollars.  Tlieauvin^to  the 
Union  by  good  roads  sod  cinaK  would  be  immense,  and 
amount  to  many  millions  in  a  year,  besides  tlie  wealth 
gained  by  the  additional  quantity  of  arliclti  from  the  bow- 
els and  surftce  of  the  earth,  raw  and  manuractured,wliich 
tlie  expedition  and  cheapness  of  conveyance  to  marlcet 
would  inevitably  bring  into  existence. 

The  internal  trade  trf  a  country  increases  with  omar- 
inff  napidity,  and  it  is  considered  by  the  ablest  writers  on 
poUlicsl  economy  to  be  the  most  profitable  trade  ;  cus- 
tonsers  contract  acquaintances,  and  no  sea  risk  is  in* 
curred. 

We  have  nlreudy  seen  between  two  and  three  thousand 
sloops,  of  upwards  of  fifty  tons  -each,  engaged  in  the 
North  river.  In  England,  there  are  mori:  than  five  hun- 
dred  ships,  none  under  two  hundred  Ions,  and  nfany  over 
Ihrue,  canj'ing  ihe  single  article  of  coal  fron[»  Newcastle 
(o  IjODdon.  In  Ctiiiia,  it  b  said  tiiat,  in  eonscquencc  of 
the  cheapneM  of  their  conreyaneea,  their  Iiome  trade  is 
nearly  equal  to  tlie  whole  market  in  Europe. 

Tlie  commerce  of  tlie  United  States  with  South  Ame- 
rica sliouU  attrac(.our  earnest  attention.  Ttie  independ- 


ence of  these  republics  will  form  an  important  era  in  the 
hiutorr  ofthis  country.  No  country  can  offer  to  us  com* 
mercial  advantage  a  mere  rich,  or  more  within  our  reaeh, 
than  the  Spanish  American  Kepublics.    Onr  territories 

touch. 

The  ports  of  Louisiana  and  Vera  Cruz  are  connected 
with  the  same  sea.  Our  access  to  Mexico  will  be  easy ; 
and,  as  regards  ttie  Importance  of  this  country,  it  is  lUns- 
tratcd  by  the  circumstance,  that  it  is  the  richest  and  most 
extenrive  of  all  the  Spanish  American  republics.  It  ex- 
ceeds in  magnitude  Spain,  France,  and  Italy  united.  All 
the  eastern  ceast  of  Mexico,  the  kingdom  of  I'erra  Firma 
and  Paraguay,  are  nearer  to  us  than  the  ports  nf  Europe, 
presenting  a  wide  range  for  the  commercial  intercourse 
ofthc  United  States.  It  must  be  enliglitened  policy  on 
our  part,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  ]>lacn  the  countiy  in  a 
condition  to  compete  with  the  nations  oF  Europe,  and  to 
draw  a  fair  proportion  of  the  South  American  commerce 
into  our  own  ports,  beftire  its  rich  channels  are  pre-ocoupi- 
ed,  ill  consequence  of  their  superior  fiicilitics  and  ctKap- 
ness  in  ttie  principal  iransactions  of  tlieir  internal  trade. 

The  idea  of  improving  tlie  country  with  national  aid 
was  coeral  with  the  Govcmment.  The  '*  Federalist" 
noticed  it  among  other  advantages  of  the  Uiuon. 

In  No.  1^  written  by  Mr.  U<tdiaon,  the  objections 
made  against  the  Constitution  from  the  extent  of  country 
Were  answered  ;  and,  with  other  reaiiuns,  it  was  said  : 

"l*t  it  be  remembered,  in  the  third  place,  that  the 
intercourse  throughout  the  Union  wtU  be  daily  fiieilitated 
by  new  improvements  Roatls  will  be  every  wliere 
shortened,  and  kept  in  better  order  \  aceommodations  for 
travellers  will  be  multiplied  and  ameliorated  \  an  inti^rior 
navigation  on  our  eastern  side  will  be  opened  throughout, 
or  nearly  throughout,  the  whole  extent  of  the  thirteen 
States-  'I'he  communications  between  ihe  western  and 
Atlantic  districts,  and  the  different  parts  of  each,  will  be 
rendered  more  and  more  eaw  by  those  numerous  canals 
wiiti  which  the  beneficence  of  nature  lias  interMcted  our 
country,  and  which  art  finds  it  so  Utile  difficult  to  oon- 
nect  and  complete." 

Itie  same  distinguished  statesman  gave  a  practical  con- 
struction to  tlioae  views  of  the  efl*ect  of  ratifying  the  Fe- 
deral Cunstitution,  by  submitting  tu  the  H«*usc  of  Repre- 
sentatives,  in  1796,  seven  years  after  it  went  into  opera- 
tion, a  resolution  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  made  of  a  raul 
from  north  to  soutli,  through  all  the  Atlantic  States,  with 
a  view  to  the  foundation  of  a  system  for  their  improre- 
ment. Thai  the  capacities  of  tlie  country  fbr  improve* 
ment  are  equal  to  any  on  the  earth,  there  is  no  differenoe 
of  opinion. 

Its  vast  extent,  its  variety  of  sai)  and  climate,  its  moun- 
tains and  valleys,  intersected  with  streams  of  every  size  t 
its  geo|^phicd  separation  into  distinct  niuumi  parts, 
each  inviting  the  commercial  intercourse  ef  tha  others,  by 
artificial  means — the  portion  along  the  shores  of  the  At- 
lantic, and  back  to  tlie  Allq^any  m'luntains,  being  one  ; 
that  on  the  takes  and  St  LawKnce,  another  i  add  that 
watered  by  the  liissiasippi  and  its  branches  canposing 
the  third. 

Ai  soon  as  the  fundad  debt  of  tlie  Revolution  was 
nearly  extinguished,  and  Louinana  acquired,  the  im- 
provements (MT  the  country  were  commenced.  Mr- Jef- 
ferson caused  a  reconnoissance  and  survey  to  be  made  of 
a  road  between  the  City  of  Washington  and  New  Or- 
leans. 

In  1836.  Congress  authorized  the  construction  of  the 
Cumberland  Read,  therein  assuming  the  principal  pow- 
er fur  which  tlie  rieal  friends  of  the  policy  hiive  ever 
since  contended.  -In  1838,  Mr.  GalUtin's  eekbratedie* 
port  appeared,  exhibiting  much  solid  Information  on^he 
subject  {  bu:  the  attitude  of  our  relations  s^on  afler'wrth 
England  and  France,  and  the  final  declaration  of  war 
against  EngUnd,  retarded  the  execution,  while  it  evinc* 
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ed» 'm  the  ftm^est  manner  inuiglnKble,  the  propriety-  of. 
tttU  p<^qr.  It  vuaeen  from  actual  experience,  that  the 
mcmey  wuted  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  national 
improvsnentfl^  voulJ  ha«e  been  mfficient  to  eonitnict 
die  diicf  uf  those  oftbe  most  prominent  ebanuster. 

After  the  war,  the  spirit  of  internal  improvement 
■nin  reeved.  It  ruie  tip  in  the  South  ;  and  on  ttke  16th 
uf  December,  1816,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
setting  apart  toe  bomis  and  nett  annual  profits  of  the  Na- 
ttunai  Bank,  as  a  permanent  fund  for  mternal  improve- 
ments.  On  the  23d  of  ttie  same  month,  a  bill  to  this  ef- 
fect was  reported. 

On  the  6th  of  February  followinf^,  a  motion  was  made 
to  strike  out  all  the  first  section  afler  the  enacting  clause, 
and  inserts  bill  differently  expressed,  *for  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  and  canals,  and  improving  the  nnvigation  of 
vater  courses,  in  order  to  facilitate^  promote,  and  give 
security  to  internal  commerce  among  the  several  Statas, 
and  to  render  mcHra  easy  and  leas  expensive  the  means 
and  proviuons  necessary  for  the  common  defence  t"  the 
fund  tobe  applied  to  such  objects  as  Congress,  with  the 
usent  of  the  States,  might  direct. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  words  "  uni4  Me  aatmLof  /i«  Aka/et/*  which 
being  l«st»  the  amendment  was  earned  }  and,  on  the  8th 
of  Febrwiy*  1817*  the  bill,  as  amended*  pissed  the 
House  of  BepMKQtatives.  After  being  uiced  to  in  tie 
SenatCi  it  was  acnt  for  the  approbation  M  Mr.  Madlaon, 
who,  on  the  3d  of  Harcb,  18l7t  rejected  it  on  consUtu- 
tional  grounds. 

On  tiic  re-consideratiqn,  there  was  still  a  majority  of 
the  representatives  of  the  people  in  &vor  of  the  bill. 
.  .  Tbiswasthe  liat  actof  Mr  Madison's  administration. 
Mr>  Monroe  being  then  Seerctiry  of  State,  andPreMdent 
clectt  probably  accorded  witlt  hU  predecessor  in  the  re- 
jection of  the  bin,  as,  at  the  nextsession,  the  first  of  his 
admtnislration,he  gave  his  concurrent  opinion  in  advance, 
without  waiting  to  hear  tlie  arguments  of  the  new  Con- 
gress. On  the  Sd  of  December,  1817,  this  part  of  the 
message  was  referred  to  a  eoiumittee,  and  on  the  15Ui  of 
December  a  report  was  made,  in  direct  contradiction  of 
the  Mntiments  of  the  President.  The  resolution  which 
dosed  it  resting  the  power  in  question  on  fAc  OMttni  of  tht 
Statu,  it  was  stricken  out,  and  tlie  House  finally  resuv  ed, 
by  a  nwgority  of  90  to  75,  tfut  Congress  had  power,  un- 
der the  Constitution,  to  appropriate  money  for  the  con> 
alruction  of  post  roadt*,  mifitaty  and  other  roads,  and  fur 
the  improvement  of  water  courses.  Motions  to  amend, 
by  insarting  *■  mik  the  oasenf  of  Ou  SlatOt'*  were  nega- 
tmd.  Thus,  it  appears  that,  on  the  first  opportuniiy, 
after  the  opinions  two  PreMdenls  were  declared,  the 
tiq>nseotativea  of  the  people  independently  expreaed 
their  own  sentiments  to  tlie  counlr}'. 

**  Durioff.tbe  same  session,  two  resolutions  were  adopt- 
ed—one directed  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  tho  other 
t  o  the  Secrelaiy  of  the  Treani)*,  of  nearly  the  awne  im- 
port, requiring  them  to  report  to  the  nextsession  a  plan  tot 
tbe  appUcation  of  such  means  as  are  within  the  power  of 
CongKs>  to  the  purpose  of  opening  and  improving  roads, 
luid  making  csjuds,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  un 
dertakings  of  that  nature,  which,  as  objects  of  public  im- 
provement, roav  require  and  deserve  the  aid  uf  the  Go- 
vemment  (  and,  also,  a  statement  of  works,  of  the  nature 
above  mentkmcd,  wUch  bare  been  commenced;  the 
progTCM  which  has  been  made  in  them,  the  means  and 
proq>eet  of  their  being  completed  <  the  public  improve- 
ments carried  un  by  States,  or  by  companies  or  Incorpo- 
iMions  which  have  been  associated  for  audi  purposes,  to 
wnich  it  may  b«  deemed  expedient  to  subscribe  or  affunl 
auistance )  the  terms  and  conditions  of  such  associations, 
and  the  sUte  of  their  funds  t  and  such  infwmatioii  as,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  shall  be  material  in  relation 
totheotijccUofthbrcii^tioB." 


**IB  health  prevented  the  Secretu^of  the  Treesury 
from  acting  on  the  subject  ;  but  the  Secretary  of  War, 
on  the  7th  of  January,  1819,  made  an  interesting  report; 
■  A  judicious  system  (hesaid)  of  roads  and  canah,  con- 
structed for  the  convenience  of  commeroe  and  tbe  traas- 
portation  of  the  mail  only,  without  refi»«nee  to  BuIHaiy 
operationi^  is  itielf  among  the  most  elBoient  means  iw 
the  more  complete  defence  of  the  tJiuted  States.  Wi^ 
out  adverting  to  the  fiict  that  the  roads  and  canab  wMcli 
such  a  system  would  require,  are,  with  a  few  exoeptioni, 
preciseW  those  which  would  be  required  for  the  opeta- 
tiens  ur  war,  sudi  a  system,  bj  consolidating  our  Union, 
increasing  our  wealth  and  nwat  capacity,  would  add 
greatly  to  our  resources  in  war.  It  is  in  a  state  of  war, 
when  a  nation  is  compelled  to  put  all  oF  its  resources  in 
men^  money,  and  skill,  and  devotion  to  country^  into  re- 
quisition, that  its  government  realises,  in  its  security,  the 
benefieid  effects  from  a  people  made  i>rosperous  and 
happy  by  a  wise  direction  of  its  resources  in  peace.* 

"  But  I  forbear  to  pursue  ttin  subject,  though  so  inte- 
resting, and  which,  the  farther  It  is  puEsued,  will  the 
more  clearly  establish  the  intimate  ci>nnexion  lietweea 
the  defence  and  safety  of  the  country,  and  its  imptove- 
ment  and  prosperity,  as  I  do  not  conceive  that  it  consti- 
tutes the  immediate  object  (if  this  report-" 

Afler  many  appropriations  for  the  repairs  of  the  Cnm- 
bertand  road,  and  other  acts  of  Congresa  muufesting 
thc'a  steady  pursuit  of  this  subject,  a  select  eommittec, 
in  183%  was  rused.  which,  on  the  2d  of  J-inuary, 
brouf^t  in  a  repopt,  accompanied  with  a  bill  to  procure 
the  necessaf}'  survejrs,  plan?,  and  estimates,  t>>  be  made, 
of  tlw  routes  of  such  roads  and  canals  as  tite  Preadcnl 
might  deem  of  national  imuortancc,  in  a  eommeroiBl 
or  military  point  of  view,  for  thfe  trui^iortatkin  of  tbe 
mail 

In  1823,  it  was  partially  acted  on,  and,  on  the  30th  of 
April,  IB24,  it  became  a  law.  I'he  object  of  A>s  biR 
was  to  obtain  information,  and  lay  a  aolid  fbtindation  for 
the  improvement  of  the  country  by  the  aid  and  direct 
action  uf  the  General  Govrrnmeiit, 

Mr.  Monroe  signed  the  bill}  and,  in  tlie  same  sessioni 
he  approved  of  the  act  authorixing  a  sabscription  to  the 
stock  uf  tlie  Clicsapeake  and  Delaware-Canai  Company. 

At  this  period,  Mr.  Monroe  seema  to  bare  yielded  to 
the  current  uf  public  opinion,  as 'far  as  is  neceasaiy  hv 
most  practical  purposeik 

The  survey  bill  was  considered  aS  the  precursor  to  all 
future  impruvemeiit*.  Its  design  was  to  obtain  an  accu- 
rate knowledge  ofthc  topography  of  the  country,  by  the 
examination  of  scientific  men,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President,  who  were  to  make  plans,  be  of  cncb  objccb 
as  the  President  should  direct,  reserving  to  Coiwt«*  to 
select  in  succession  the  routes  which  they  might  decsi 
the  most  urgent,  and  of  the  highest  natiomi  importance, 
to  be  first  executed. 

In  virtue  of  this  act,  qiany  imjtortant  parts  of  tbe  coun- 
try have  been  explored,  of  whose  capacities  fbrimprove- 
nent  we  were  ignorant.  The  spirit  of  thib  act  accorded 
with  the  practice  of  France  and  other  oouatriea,  «bere 
evcry.information  of  tltis  kind  is  considered  vuludile,  and 
collected  and  depusited  in  their  respective  bureaux. 

It  was  not  expected  that  every  »arvey  made  sliouU  be 
acted  on  immediately;  many  years,  it  was  known,  wouU 
pass  away,  before  all  coutd  be  efiected.  SUtI,  U«  in- 
formation  *aa  desirable,  and  advantageous  to  ttie  Uniais, 
tlie  States,  ami  individual  enterpriset  it  afiuMcd  a  store 
of  knowledge,  at  all  times  acceoible,  and  fK-e  of  ex- 
pense. 

Tbe  proceedings  of  the  engineers  produced  efFiecu  c< 
salutary  importance.  They  were  every  wliere  wclco* 
ed:  Sutes  were  awakened  trom  ilieir  lethargy ;  and,  s*l* 
ed  by  the  science  of  tchich  they  were  in  i>ossession,coir 
pamos  arose,  to  whom  they  imparted  their  valuable  **■ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPKNDIX— To  Gales  «j  Settion'a  Register. 


xxxvu 


Rqmi  (Mt  Iniernai  Improvement, 


[31st  Cobs.  3d  8xb«. 


^nwe*  Md  the  pet^le  hentne  inspired  with  a  desire 
of  ei^jring  Uie  nutunl  advuntiges  of  their  eouotiy^nd, 
kt  ftOiBordanee  with  this  spiriT,  were  actingf  with  ineieu^ 
ed  animatioii  io  tbe  promotion  of  tu  bcSt  interests. 

The  luMiUnce  given  by  the  General  Government  to 
Mie  Chesapeake  ma  Delaware  Canal,  deservea  here  es- 

Jedal.  notwe.  It  had  been  in  contemplation  far  rnore  than 
alfi  eentiirf>  Hie  first  attempt  bikdt  the  second  had 
to  contend  with  unforeseen  embarrassmentst  and,  not- 
withstanding file  boldness  and  energy  ofthoae^conducting 
it,  to  say  the  least,  it  is  probable  that  individual  enter- 
priie  would  hare  sunk  under  the  many  ebstaclei  which 
were  presented,  and  the  work  have  been  abandoned,had 
not  the  United  States  interposed*  and  aided,  by  their  li- 
beral subscription,  for  stock  in  the  Company.  The  va- 
Itie  of  thia  noble  improveiDent  to  tbe  natno,  link  of 
the  Atlantie  canal  almg  tbe  ten  ceut,  cannot  be  too  high- 
ly appreciated. 

The  Louisville  and  Portland  canal,  and  the  Diamal 
Swamp  canal,  were  equally  indebted  to  the  countenance 
and  protection  of  the  Federai  Government. 

President  Monroe  deemed  an  avetiue  over  the  Allegany 
nmuntaiAs  of  such  nstional  magnitude  that  the  route  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  was  the  first  which  he 
cauMHl  to  be  surveyed  under  the  act  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1834.  This  magnificent  underUfcing  has  likewise  re- 
ceived the  cbtintenance  dt  the  United  States,  by  the  sub* 
•cription  to  its  stock  of  a  million  of  doIUrs. 

Acts  passed  to  improve  the  navigation  of  theObio  river, 
by  removing  ban  and  other  impediments)  to  free  the 
Misginlppifram  the  danger  of  snagaand  sawyers,  and  for 
the  cleann^  of  many  other  rivers.  In  accordance  wiUi 
the  same  spirit,  the  Cumberland  road,  without  reference 
to  the  assent  of  the  State,  was  continued  from  Canton,  in 
Ohio,  to  the  Muskingum  river,  at  Zanesville,  in  that 
Statei  and  additional  providons  were  occauoiwlly  made 
for  the  rrpairs  of  this  road,  tnd  its  further  extensioni  a 
variety  of  roads  in  the  territories,  and  ftir  military  purpo- 
ses, had  been  efFected;  and  at  the  last  seislon,  Congress 
passsdhwa  to  subscribe  for  stock  in  tliei  Uaysville  and 
Lexington  Turnpike  Company,  by  a  vote  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  96  to  87 ;  for  stock  in  the  Washing- 
Ion  and  Frederick  Turnpike  Company,  by  a  vote  of  74  to 
39  tend  for  stock  in  the  I.ouisTiUe  vtd  Portland  Canal 
-  Company,  by  a  vote  of  80  to  37. 

In  the  two  last  cases,  there  was  little  if  any  doubt  as  to 
the  nationality  or  expediency  of  tite  objecti  and  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  policy  alone  governed  the  members.  They 
present  the  fiiireat  test  of  the  opinion  entertained  by  the 
representaiives  of  the  people,  concerning  the  propriety 
of  subaeribing  for  stock  in  private  compantcs.  Wherein, 
then,  it  is  most  respectfully  asked,  consists  cvidAice  of 
a  chinge  in  the  public  mind  on  this  interesting  subject' 
It  may  be  presumed  that  the  message  "alludes  to  those 
public  pritits  wliich  justified  the  veto  on  the  Haysville 
road  bill!  Is  It  not  a  fair  answer,  that  the  opinion,  thus 
partially  ascertained,  was  founded  on  a  belief  that  ih« 
road  was  of  a  local,  and  not  a  natioiad  charaoten  Whe- 
ther it-was  or  waa  nut,  is  hnmaterial  at  the  present  mo- 
ment; because  it  never  was  pretended,  by  the  fiiends  of 
internal  improvements,  that  Congress  had  power  over 
mere  local  and  State  objects:  and,  for  this  reason,  they 
have  alwnys  disputed  tlie  riglit  to  distribute  money,  ge- 
nerally, among  the  States,  for  internal  improvements,  a» 
the  money,  in  tha^case,  might  be  expende<t  on  local  ob- 
jects, over  which  Congress  nad  no  authority.  The  act 
to  set  apart  the  bonus  and  dividends  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States^  to  be  divided  among  the  SUIes  aeconl 
ingtotbcratiooftheirrepresentation,  retained  in  Con 
gress  the  control  over  the  objects  on  wliich  the  mone^ 
was  to  be  [expended-  This,  alone,  sustained  its  consti- 
tutionality. Lands  have  also  been  granted  (or  tbe  same 
purpose  for  ^ecified  ubjects. 


The  committee  are  aware  of  no  insUnee  in  which  Con- 
gress can  dirtribute  money  generally  among  the  States, 
unless  It  be  in  the  case  of  education.  Which  ts  clearly  die* 
tingutshable  from  that  of  internal  improTcments. 

Congress  has  flstid>lished  the*ntilitaTy  academy  (  it  has 
also  sgreed  with  the  Und  purchasers  in  the  new  States  to 
allow  a  certain  proportion  of  the  soil  in  each  township  for 
tlie  benefit  of  schools,  without  indicating  the  thode  and 
insnner  of  instruotion.  Edtication  in  every  sUge  is  de- 
signed to  qualify  the  rising  generation  for  all  the  ends  of 
citizenship.  In  the  ihiprorement  of  the  mtnd,  whedier 
by  common  schools  or  the  elevated  seminaries  of  learn- 
ing, there  can  be  no  departure  from  natlonaKty.  ■ 

The  committee  will  quote  the  words  of  the  present  K«- 
ecutive,  from  bis  message,  to  show  iu  equal  applicatioii 
to  the  power  of  (he  United  States  over  internal  improve- 
ments. 

*  Tbe  power  to  impose  duties  originally  belonged  to 
the  several  States.   The  right  to  adjust  those  duties  with 

a  view  to  the  encouragement  of  domestic  brmnchcs  of  in. 
dustry  is  so  completely  incidental  to  that  power,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  suppose  the  existence  of  tbe  one  without  the 
other.  The  States  have  delegated  their  whole  authority 
over  imporu  to  Uie  General  Government,  without  linuta- 
tion  or  restriction,  saving  ihe  very  inconudenble  reierv»> 
tion  relating  to  the  inspection  laws.  This  authority  hav- 
ing tliu>  entirely  passed  fh)m  the  States,  the  ri^t  to  ex- 
ercise  it  for  tlie  purpose  of  protection  dues  not  exist  in 
them;  and -consequently  if  it  be  not  possessed  by  the 
General  Government,  it  must  be  extinct. 

**  Our  political  system  would  thus  present  tbe  anomaly 
of  a  People  stripped  of  the  right  to  fbst^  their  own^in- 
dustry,  and  to  counteract  the  mo«t  selfish  and  destructive 
policy  which  might  be  adopted  by  foreij^  nations.  This 
surely  can.iot  be  the  case  :  this  indispensable  power,  thus 
surrendered  by  the  States,  must  be  within  the  scope  of 
the  authority  on  the  subject  expressly  delegated." 
.  To  apply  the  above  where  the  object  of  any  tntemai 
improvement  embraces  two  or  mmre  States^  the  comnrit- 
tee  win  observe,  tlia^  antecedent  to  the  Union,  the  StUea. 
as  separate  sovereignties,  could  have  entered  into  nego* 
liations  and  treaties  to  execute  any  extended  lineuf  roador 
canal ;  but,  after  its  adoption,  tne^  were  excludedfrom 
foniiing  any  compact  with  cacli  without  the  consent  of 
Congress.   The  States,then,  have  wholly  surrendered  the 

Eower  under  which  stone  they  could  have  effected  great 
lading  and  permanent  roads  or  canals,  fbr  their  mutual 
aceommodatiun,  and  cannot  regain  it  by  the  mere  exer- 
cise of  their  own  wills.  If  the  power  be  not  extinct  it  is 
wholly  within  the  control  of  the  United  States ;  and  must 
full  within  the  scooe  of  the  authwity  over  the  subject 
expressly  delegateif  to  Congress,  and  be  directly  inciden- 
tal to  them. 

Again  :  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  among  the 
States  is  granted  in  the  same  words  with  that  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  in  the  one  case,  it  is 
a^ed  that  Imports  can  be  cheapened  by  public  works  t 
the  same  reason  will  apply  to  the  power  to  cheapen  the 
transportslion  of  inland  trade,  that  being  of  importance 
equal  to  foreign  commerce  t  >nd  the  power  must  be  as 
necessarily  incidental  to  the  express  power. 

This  directly  incidental  power  carries  with  it  tlie  foil 
means  of  execution  and  protection,  and  does  not  rest  on 
the  undefined  tenor  of  continued  and  uninterrupted 
usage,  which  is  said  to  have  been  employeil  *'st  thcex- 
pense  of  harmony." 

.  The  committee  irill  pursiie  tiiis  subject  co  farther 
than  to  say  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  -same  constitution 
which  legalizes  the  removal  of  brambles  for  the  fVee  pas- 
sago  of  tbe  surveyor's  chain,  gives  equal  right  to  con- 
struct the  contemplated  work.  I1iat  there  is  no  parti- 
tion of  power.  If  Congress  can  act  at  ail,  it  can  act  with 
eflect{  if  it  can  make  a  road  or  a  canal,  it  can  employ  the 
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■Ofuatomed  means  of  the  cMtuntrr  to  keep  the  work  in 
repair. 

In  relation  to  the  subject  of  internal  imprurements, 
that  theieisA  line  between  national  and  merely  State  ob* 
jects,  of  a  aoiinil  and  pnetical  meaning,  is  generally  ad- 
mitted ;  and  where  thu  line  i^  the  wisdutn  of  Congress 
must  decide  in  each  case  as  it  arises. 

With  no  pretennon  of  describing  the  precise  line,  the 
committee  will  suggest  that  an  object  of  national  improve- 
ment may  be  entirely  witliin  a  State,  as  a  road  to  a  fotii- 
ficatien»  nieli  as  that  from  New  Orli-ans  to  Fort  St.  Philip, 
in  Louinana  \  or  perhaps  a  better  illustration  b  supplied 
by  the  Delaware  and  Itaritan  canal,  lying  wholly  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey-  I'he  ubject  ma^  embrace  parts  of 
two  States,  as  a  bridge  over  a  river  dividing  tlie  States ; 
ill  this  insiancf,  Cuiigreas  could  erect  the  bridge,  if  ne- 
ceiaaiy  for  any  national  pHrpose.  In  eve^y  case  where 
the  improvement  is  to  take  Jt  wide  range  through  many 
States  ;  in  instances  within  a  State  where  an  object  ia 
considered  as  a.  link  of  an  extended  line  (  and  in  aII  cases 
where  its  end  is  to  connect,  by  artificial  mesns,  the  grand 
geographical  divisions  of  tlie  country  {  to  draw  the  lintr. 
It  must  he  expected,  will  sometimes  give  rise  to  debate, 
but  not  more  frequently,  nur  of  a  more  perplexinj^  i«- 
ture(than  will  occur  in  attempting  to  draw  the  hne  of 
correet  legislation  on  ratious  other  subjects. 

The  tariff  to  protect  American  industry  is  declared  by 
the  President  constitutional,  but  does  he  prescribe  the 
exact  limit  required  for  this  object  i  Congress  can  im- 
pose direct  taxes,  yet,  in  the  exercise  tlus  power,-  ex- 
cesses would  he  real  grievances. 

But  a  road  or  canal,  even  of  »  doubtful  diaractcr  as  to 
its  nationality,  would  benefit  the  country ;  so  it  would 
«eem  that  no  fedenl'  power  can  be  exercised  with  less 
cause  of  alarm. 

In  adverting  to  (be  message,  the  committee  will  not  ex- 
aniine  it  by  paragraplis,  for  fear  of  committing  »»;^  error. 
A  particular  part  of^  it  can  be  better  interpreted  in  con- 
nezion  with  the  whole  i  they  wtU  only  make  allusion  to 
aome  of  the  idea*  conveyed  by  it,  concerning  which 
tliere  can  be  no  mistake  j  leaving  the  application  of  their 
general  observations,  where  they  come  in  collision  with 
any  part  nf  it,  to  the  judgment  of  the  House,  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  answer. 

The  President,  after  carefully  revolving  in  his  mind 
the  wliole  subject,  has  formed  these  opinions—that  it  is 
improper  and  inezpecUent  to  subscribe  for  stock  in  pri. 
vate  associations  j  that,  unless  an  entire  stop  be  put  to 
the  practice,  certain  bad  consequences  will  follow  ;  and 
that  the  course  heretofore  pursued  to  advance  the  inter- 
nal improvements  of  the  countiy,  istlie  worat,  perhaps 
that  could  exiitt. 

Among  the  reasons  for  these  opmions,  it  is  aaiert'ed, 
that,  when  an  improvement  if  enected  by  the  funds  of 
the  Union,  ^le  citizens  ought  to  enjoy  it  without  being 
compelled  to  pay  Lolls  t  that  money  so  riiised  ought  lo 
be  subject  to  the  rule  of  revenue  ;  tliat  discredit  might 
result  fi-om  the  Government's  embarking  with  its  consti- 
tuents ill  joint  slock  associations,  and  that,  in  Certain  in- 
stances the  control  of  a  portion  of  tlie  public  funds 
wotitd  be  delegated  to  an  authority  unknown  to  the  Con 
stitution. 

To  these  objections  and  reasonings  the  committee  re- 
ply, in  tlie  first  pluce,  that,  if  it  ia  conslitutionul  to  sub- 
scribe fur  the  stock  of  private  companies,  wincli  does  not 
appear  to  be  controverted,  none  of  the  agcjicies  there- 
unto appertaining  can  be  aliem  to  tlie  Constitution . 

In  regard  to  the  idea  that  the  citizfiiis,  respecting  pub- 
lic improvements,  ought  to  be  exempt  from  tolls  or  any 
imposition  of  that  clianicter,  tlus  doctrine  would  apply  to  ; 
the  States  witli  tlic  siiine  force  as  it  would  to  the  Federal 
Union.  In  tlie  States,  however,  it  is  the  untvenal  prac- 
tice to  receive  tulla  from  those  who  use  the  loads  of  in- 


corporated companies,  in  which  a  sovo^ign  State  is  in- 
terested. The  traveller  gains  an  equivalent,  and  is  not 
heard  to  complain.  To  say  nothing  of  (he  Qonsequent 
ruin  of  State  enterprises,  if  the  eitisens  ahouhl  be  treated 
better  by  any  mode  of  internal  improvemeDt,  under  die 
auspices  of  the  General  Covemment,  than  by  the  lawa 
and  in^tutions  of  their  respective  States,  their  ajfi^tions 
might  be  unw:anly  weaned  from  the  uqe  and  bestowed 
upon  the  other.  As  yet,  such  favor  has  not  been  ex- 
tended, even  to  American  geniua  I'he  inventor-of  the 
most  vido»ble  discovetx  has  to  pay  for  his  patent. 

With  reference  to  the  rule  of  revenue,  it  is  provided  by 
tite  Constitution  that  all  duties;  imposts,  and  exoses,  shaU 
be  uniform  throughout  the  U.  Stated  \  but  the  paying 
tolls  is  cipariy  a  tax  of  no  description.  A  valuable  consi- 
deration being  received,  it  is  no  collectioi)  of  revenue.  It 
is  only  a  profit  on  the  revenue  on  hand.  It  is  as  much  a 
contract  as  the  purdnse  of  public  land^  In  which  case  the 
buyer  is  to  pay  tar  She  value  he  recelvesi  and  in  like  man- 
ner the  scientiBc  inventor  has  to  pnrchase  his  patent. 
Respecting  tlie  impropriety  of  subscribing  for  stock  in 
private  companies,  this  committee,  and  former  eommit- 
tees,  and  both.  Houses  of  Cangres%  have  deemed  that 
the  mwt  eligible  and  least  objectionable  mode  of  effect- 
ing  many  m  the  improvements  of  the  eountiy.  Tbe 
opinion  has  been  as  generally  entertained,  tliat  the 
reet  •%«ne.y  of  the  Government  should  be  resorted  to 
only  in  cases  where  States  or  private  companies  had  n6t 
sumcient  interest  or  means  to  induce  tbem.to  embark  in 
their  execution. 

Tito  committee  cannot  discover  how  any  deception 
could  be  practised  in  this  mode  of  expemlitiuv,  more 
tlun  in  Uie  direct  applieMion  of  the  public  money-  Ko 
circumstance  reapecttng  the  fcHincr  can  be  better  con- 
cealed. The  United  Sutes'  engineers  can  give  as  accu- 
rate information  in  the  one  case  «8  in  the  other.  In  each, 
the  same  inducements  will  exist  for  additional  apprapriB- 
tions,  when  the  first  luve  proved  inaileqUate.  Besides, 
when  subscriptions  are  made,  Cniwrcsa  will  have  tlie 
opinion  of  State  LejpsUture^  and  the  guarantee  of  pri- 
vate aubscriptions  of  stock,  as'  to  (lie  impottaiioe  of  the 
undertaking,  before  they  are  begun  ;  and  in  oonductioe 
them  afterwards,  the  advantage  of  the  ri^lsnce  and  .xeu 
of  tnterestedand  enterprising  individuals.  In  what  man- 
ner disguise  could  be  practMod,  the  committee  are  at  a 
lost  to  conjeeture.  It  must  be  admitted  that  unforeKcn 
obstacles  will  occasionally  obstruct  the  progress  of  aucb 
improvements,  and  call  for  atlditional  aid,  in  defiance  of 
the  skill, .  foresight,  and  hones^  of  man.    The  Chea- 

{>eake  and  Delaware'  Canal,  and  the  Louisville  and  Port- 
and  Canal,  afTitrd  inBta.nces.  of  uncommon  occurrence. 
In  the  first,  "the  embankment  for  a  considerable  d^»- 
tiuice,  sunk  about  one  hundred  feet  %  and  the  latter  had 
to  bt  excavated  through  a  solid  rock  of  nnusual  and  un- 
expected hardiiess. 

In  ordinary  cases,  the  coiistmction  of  roads  and  canals 
is  reduced  to  strict  rules,  and  contracts  can  be  formed 
with  reasonable  certainty.  Througliout  the  Union,  such 
works  are  now  executed  by  such  contracts;  which  in- 
corporated companies  are  as  eapable  of  making  as  the 
Government,  and  much  more  likely  to  execute  with  ri- 
gor. 

I'he  Committee  on  Roads  and  Caiuls,  in  1833,  after 
describing  what  they  considered  improvements  of  tbe 
first  cUss,  proceeded  as  follows  :  "■  The  Committee, 
howeveis  are  ofopinion,  that  there  is&.secondary  class  of 
cases,  in  which  the  General  Ouvemnient  and  SUtea  csn 
act  conjointly  by  the  subscription  of  stock  on  the  part  of 
tbe  United  Stales  in  companies,  incwponted  ia  the  re- 
spective States  for  internal  improvements.'* 

"  I'he  plan  proposed,  after  much  reflection,  has  been 
deemed  the  most  judicious  of  any  that  can  be  devisefl- 
It  is  a  plan  of  encoun^eraent,  and  in  its  opcntion  wUI 
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notintrrfcre  with  object*  ofihe  first  cU».  It  will  excite 
the  States  to  incorpomte  companies  for  such  objects  as 
will  be  sufficiently  national  to  induce  Conpress  to  covn- 
tcnance  them.  It  leaves  Congrefs  to  decide  in  each 
€»8e,  when  presentedf  apon  Ita  own  circumstances  and 
merits.  The  Committee  cannot  conceive  how  tlw  Ge- 
neral Government  can  aid  in  the  internil  improvements 
of  the  country,  in  most  cases,  with  greater  proprie^ 
than  by  subsoiptions  in  companies  iocot^mted  by  the 
respective  States.  .  Congress  will  have  the  optirion  of  the 
United  States'  engineers,  who  will  make  the  necessarpr 
surreys,  plan^  and  estimates ;  and  it  will  have  the  op^ 
nion  of  the  State  in  each  case,  and  intelligent  stockhold- 
ers, as  to  the  importance  and  probable  profit  of  each 
work  I  ami,  finally.  Congress  will  exercise  its  own  judg^ 
ment  on  the  utility  and  national  character  of  the  work. 
The  prosecution  oT  the  work^  besides^  will  be  conduct- 
ed by  iiitereited  individuals,  with  less  expense  and  de- 
lay than  perhaps  it  could  be  done  by  the  ]Miblic." 

The  pun  of  subscribing  for  stoec  in  companies  has, 
also,  the  advantage  of  augmenlinr  the  expenditures  on 
public  works  far  beyond  th^  sum  mvested  by  the  Gene- 
ral Government.  Congress  may  adopt  the  principle, 
that  no  subscription  shall  be  made  to  any  incorporated 
company  until  a  certain  proportion,  say  two-thtrda,  of 
the  estimated  expense  be  subscribed  by  a  State  or  by  in- 
dinduals.  By  this  plan,  ten  millions  belonging  to  the 
United  Slates  would  cause  the  expenditure  of  (lurty  mit- 
Itons  on  public  undertakings  t  ajid,  in  time.  Congress 
mig;ht  dispoM  of  theu:  stock,  and  ute  the  same  fund  tu 
aid  in  other  works. 

The  ptMtice  of  subscribing  for  stock  in  private  cum- 
pames  by  Stale  sovereignties,  has  long  and  extensively 
prevaHed  ;  they  have  joined  their  censtituents  in  crea- 
ting banks,  and  in  promoting  improvements.  Without 
smy  dii^aragement  to  the  General  Government,  State  so- 
vereignties, in  this  respec^  stand  on  the  same  footing, 
and  would  be  equally  subject  to  inconveniences,  if  sucli 
reaBy  existed.  The  States  of  Peonsylvanisi(  Maiyland, 
anc*  belaware,  subscribed  fiv  stock  in  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  i  Virginia  and  Maryland  subscribed 
to  the  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal ;  and  the 
practice  has  been  approved  by  four  or  five  distinct  Con- 
gresses. To  impair  a  principle  so  long  acted  upon,  it 
would  seem  to  tl>e  Committee  to  reauire  a  train  of  abu- 
•ea  and  inconTemenieea  plainly  to  be  laid  before  the  peo< 
pie.  How  can  any  ducredit  result  fh>m  the  Gorem- 
ment's  embarking  with  \\»  constituents  in  th«  great  work 
uf  national  improvements  ? 

It  canntJt  be  expected  that  the  General  Government 
would  ever  associate  itself  with  companies  merely  with  a 
view  of  pecuniary  speculation  (  and  by  die  report  of  the 
CommKtee  on  Rmda  and  Canals  in  1835,  and  Uie  bill  ac- 
oompanying  a  provision  was  introducedf  allowing  ther 
State  or  States  creating  the  companies  to  purchaiCt  at 
plesMire,  the  stock  of  the  United  Sta^  in  saeh  compa- 
nies. 

Congress^  it  is  believed,  will  never  be  disposed  to  act 
without  the  co-operation  of  the  States,  except  in  a  na- 
tional wuck,  in  wnidl  the  States  or  individuals,  for  want 
of  interest  or  adequate  resourees,  are  unwilling  to  embark, 
or,  if  coaunenced,  are  unable  to  continue  and  complete. 
Stii^  cases,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  may  be 
conwder^  as  of  tlie  Gnt  iiationul  class,  and  cannot  be  in- 
cluded under  any  specific  system. 

The  action  of  the  Govmiment  in  the  first  class  will  re- 

anire  other  direct  npropriatioiu^  to  be  expended  uiidw 
le  agency  of  the  United  Statn,  or  subscriptions  for 
stock  in  private  companies.  In  this  cUss,  also,  it  is  obvi- 
ou«,  and  by  none  denied,  that  no  rule  of  equal  distribu- 
tion can  be  adopted.  Tlie  localities  of  the  counb^  will 
require  that  much  lai^er  sums  should  be  expended  in 
•ome  parts  of  the  eounliy  than  in  others.   As  an  illustra- 


tion of  this,  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal  would 
absorb  the  equal  distribution  to  which  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware wotdd  be  entHled  for  perhaps  a  half  century,  wlulo 
this  State  is  fiir  less  benefitted  by  the  construction  of  the 
canal  than  many  crther  sections  of  the  Union. 

Fair  and  important  conriderations  may,  likewise,  in> 
duce  more  than  a  proportional  expenditure  of  money  in 
certain  divisions  of  the  country.  For  instance  :  while 
the  erection  of  pubUc  worka  on  tlie  seaboard  cheapens 
importation,  and  difTuses  a  ^neral  benefit  amtmg  consu- 
mers, whether  in  the  exterior  or  interior  of  the  country, 
it  must  be  aeknuwledf^d  that  the  expenditures  on  light- 
houses, beacons,  fortifications,  afllbrd  an  additional 
advantage  to  those  sections  oif  the  nation  wtierein  they 
•re  erected,  by  the  circulatien  of  large  sum%  amountii^, 
in  lact,  to  many  millions^  among  the  people  of  thow  dm- 
tricts. 

The  new  States  do  not  ei^oy  eoffe^ndlflg  hdmltageii 
and  any  degree  of  equal  benefit,  in  tliis  respect,  cannok 
be  effected,  unless  more  than  the  representative  propor- 
\  tion  oPthe  funds  of  the  Union  be  expended  among  them. 
As  interna]  improvements  are  the  only  objects  of  magni- 
tude alike  advamageous  to  the  new  States  and  to  the 
Unioti,  it  is  by  acting  on  these  alone  that  Congress  can 
equdise  the  pubi  c  benefits  of  the  oountty.  The  new 
States  hftve  no  unsettled  land  to  constitute  a  fbnd  tor  this 
purpose,  and  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  public  lands 
will  avail  very  littie  towards  the  execution  of  their  lead- 
ing roads.  The  rise  and  condition  of  the  western  States 
have,  in  an  eminent  degree,  augmented  the  power  and 
consequence  of  the  Union.  The  citixens  of  these  exten- 
sive regions  hare  purchased  our  wild  land^  and  fmnvert* 
ed  them  into  useful  ftrms.  The  intercourse  between 
them  &nd  the  Atlantic  States  ia  daily  increasing-  For  ^ 
mutual  enjoyment  of  the  internal  commerce  thence  aris- 
ing good  roads  and  canals  are  indispensable.  It  is  true, 
the  old  Slates,  with  few  exceptions,  have  prosecuted  their 
own  improvements  to  a  great  extent,  without  federal  Md  \ 
but  many  of  these  SUtes  possessed  fUnds  derived  from  ths 
sales  of  public  laiid^  and  other  sources  not  attainable  in 
the  West.  It  will  be  no  more  than  an  act  of  f^neroos 
and  good  feeling  in  the  Atlantic  States  to  aid  their  young- 
er sisters.  A  passage  from  the  late  message  of  the  Go- 
vernor of  Peiinaytvania  we  admn«  furiu  public  spirit  and 
truly  American  patriotism.    It  is  as  follows : 

**  Although  extenrively  ei^aged  in  theconstruotion  of 
woiks  of  iutermil  improvement  witMn  her  own  limits,  and 
at  her  own  individual  expenae,  Pennsylrania  has  un^orto- 
ly,  with  a  magnanimity  and  a  spirit  of  patriotism  which 
does  her  honor,  ulvocated  and  maintained  the  constitu- 
tional right  of  the  General  Government  to  aid  in  tlie  coiu 
struction  of  works  of  internal  improvements  of  a  national 
character,  tending  to  bhid,  lAid  to  connect  mwe  daaety 
together,  the  remote  parts  of  our  widely  extended  tem- 
tory  i  to  multiply  the  liKrilities  of  communication  between 
the  (UfTerent  parts  of  the  Union  \  to  diminish  time  and  dis- 
tance in  the  mtercourse  of  its  citizens  with  each  other  \ 
to  beget,  by  means  of  such  intercourse,  fiwiings  of  amity, 
kindness,  and  rrieudship,  instead  of  those  sectional  jea- 
lousies, local  preju^ces,  and  unkind  and  uncharitable 
prepossessions,  wliich  a  want  of  free  and  friendly  intei^ 
communication  is  always  seen  to  pnxluco  i  and  generally 
to  increase  the  comforts  and  promote  the  prosperity  ana 
happineas  of  the  people  of  the  United  State*." 

Ifwe  descend  from  this  elevation,  and  confine  ourselves 
to  the  narrow,  parsimonious  pursuits  of  gain,  no  policy 
more  substantial  could  be  devtsmL  What  rtutds  or  oa> 
nals,  except  cross  roads  for  neighboring  purposes,  can  be 
made  in  the  west,  which  will  not  benefit  the  States  on  the 
Athuitic  i 

In  what  direction  will  they  look  for  their  sales  and  bar- 
ter }  It  must  certainly  be  towards  the  seas  and  manufiw* 
turing  districts.    AU  their  national  highwayB  wiU  be  cat 
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oulifted  to  meet  tht  «utem  improvementa,  namely*  thoie 
ofNewYork,  WnntylvanU,  Maiylandi  Virginia,  NorA 
WmI  South  Cuol'mii,  and  Georgia.  TheCumberlanJ  roatl, 
the  Cbetapemke  and  Ohio  canaU  the  oanab  of  Jamea  river, 
(^Roanoke,  and  others,  yrtiiutherto  the  aouth,  are  all 
deatgned  to  conquer  the  moiuituni  between  tlicae  two 
pMt  aeetioM  of  Dw  emnmon  country. 

Id  the  aeoDOdary  elaat  vf  cases.  Congress  can  appro- 
priate money  to  national  objects  with  as  judicious  ar- 
rangements among  the  States  as  the  true  interest  of  the 
oo)]ntry  will  denuuid.  Thev  can,  as  in  the  bill  of  1816, 
■  for  the  gradual  inerease  of  the  Nayy,  set  apart  a  fund  for 
the  gradual  mprovement  of  the  country,  and  appropriate 
■0  niueli  per  amMBm  to  be  applied  to  national  undertak- 
inga  to  be  omidited  or  towards  the  diacharge  of  ex- 
pensea  inouned  on  national  objects  already  ezecated  by 
the  sereral  States.  Under  such  a  provision,  States  which 
have  led  the.way  in  improving  the  ftce  of  the  country 
can,  in  part,  be  reimbursed  for  their  valuable  exertions. 

No  tribunal  can  be  sa  competent  to  r^ulate  these  na- 
tional oonoems  as  Congress  t  they  bring  intelligence  from 
the  vanoua  parts  of  the  nation,  and  can  impart  to  each 
other  a  knowledge  of  the  course  of  Irad^^  and  of  the 
baaringa  whioli  particular  improvementa  will  hare  on 
ea<di  efther,  for  the  good  of  the  whole. 

Internal  improvemcuU  accommodate  themselves  to  all 
the  Ittding  interests  of  the  nation  «  by  their  facilities  the 
fimera  wut  be  enabled  to  produce  more  and  sell  cheap. 
tr  I  by  Uiem  ftvei^  imported  articles  will  reach  the  con- 
wmers  in  the  interior  at  reduced  prices.  But  witli  none 
are  tbey  more  intimately  connected  than  with  the  manu. 
hcturing  interest,  as  they  will  cause  a  diminution  of  the 
expeoses  of  transportation  to  and  from  dieir  factories  t 
and,  in  time,  will  enable  the  proprietors  to  bear,  without 
injury,  a  reduction  in  the  tarnT.  Thus,  while  the  duties 
on  imports  supply,  in  part,  the  means  of  internal  im- 
provement, those  tmproveiDcnta,  good  roads  and  naviga- 
ble canals,  to  a  still  greater  extent,  lessen  the  coat  of 
thoae  importa  to  tlie  consumer,  and,  in  enhani^ng  the 
value  of  nis  produce,  erJaige  his  nwana  of  comfort  and 
enjoyment. 

lite  opponents  to  the  iatnediale  execution  of  internal 
iai|n<ovementa(  apeak,  repeatedly,  ofju^daui  pUns  and 
aysteou,  without  disclosing  their  ideas  upon  any  practi- 
cable scheme  to  suppUnt  that  wliich  they  condemn.  The 
ainocrity  of  their  motives- is  not  questioned,  although  the 
tendencies  of  thdr  scruples  cause  only  procnutinatioii. 
Mid  ^ve  us  equally  aa  unenlightened.  Wltat  tytltm 
have  the  States  adopted  to  regulate  improvements  be- 
tween the  different  parts  of  their  respective  territories, 
better  than  that  hitherto  pursued  by  the  United  States  ? 

The  wisdom  and  experience  of  the  legislative  bodiev 
eoiialiluto  the  tribunals  which  govern  as  the  objects  are 
preaented. 

It  haa  also  been  urged  that  the  project  of  national  im- 
Movementa  with  the  funds  of  the  Union  creates  corrupt 
ptadona  and  excites  vitioui  practices.  If  the  mere  alle. 
gation  of  corruption  is  to  check  the  prosecution  of  inter- 
nal improvemanta,  it  will  interpose  a  barrier  against  ail 
public  works  ;  for  it  is  equally  applicable,  whether  tlie 
im|irovementa  are  to  be  xompleted  by  the  States  or  by 
the  Federal  Government.  The  human  heart  will  renuin 
undiangedi  -uid  the  motives  of  influence  can  never  be 
eradicated.  If  a  road  ia  to  be  located  for  aixty  or  one 
hundred  miles,  the  individuala  interested  in  the  route 
wiU  be  actuated  by  the  same  zeal,  and  practice  the  aame 
means  of  gratifying  their  wishes,  whether  the  improve- 
ment is  to  oe  enected  by  a  county,  by  a  State,  or  by  the 
United  Statea.  WbeiKver  a  State  engagea  largely  in 
pubUc  undertaking  motives  of  interest  canj  witli  equal 
propriety,  be  aaerUied  to  the  mcnbera  of  the  Stato  Le- 
gislature^ aa  to  the  representatives  ol  tlie  nme  people  in 
CoogrciB. 


The  fUlowing  passage  in  the  Preaident'a  message  early 

attracted  the  attention  of  the  committee  :  That  **  the  ei- 
penditures  heretofore  made  for  tntemal  improventenis 
amount  to  upwards  of  Ave  millions  of  dollars,"  and  that 
the  estimated  expense  of  Woi'ks  of  which  aurveya  have 
been  made,  together  with  that  oX  others  projected  and 

Krttatly  surveyed,  amounts  to  more  than  **  ninety-six  mil- 
n«  of  dollara."  "Hie  comnuttee,  apprehending  so  me 
miatAke  on  this  head,  directed  their  ciiurman  to  offer 
a  resolution  requesting  the  President  to  transmit  to  Con- 
greaa  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  heretofore  made  br 
intenial  improvementi^  specifying  the  several  works,  and 
Uie  e:^}enaitures  of  each  {  also,  a  statement  of  the  esti. 
mated  cxpcnae  of  the  works  of  internal  improvement  ffar 
wliioh  surveys  have  been  made  \  toi;elher  witi*  a  like 
statement  of  the  estimated  expenac  of  other  works  pro- 
jected jlikI  partially  surveyed. 

In  compliance  with  this  request,  the  Prudent  trans- 
mitted a  report  from  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Trea- 
Buiy,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  meaning  of  the  Pre- 
sident comprehended  objects  whidt  the  eomanittee,  he«e- 
tofore,  had  lut  included  under  the  head  of  internal  uMpraae- 
iaen<«.  Their  idea  waa,  tlmt  the  term  internal  improve 
menta  did  not  embrace  works  sfTurding  ^ilitiea  to  foreign 
commerce  ;  tlist  the  popular  acceptation  confined  it  to 
ruada  and  canals  in  die  interior  of  the  country,  and  to  the 
clearing  of  rivers  above  tide  water. 

It  sppaan  bam  tbe  Treasury  documenta,  that  the  item 
of  ■*  ffve  milllona  of  dollars  and  upwarda,^  for  intcmd 
improvement^  embraces  not  only  expenditures  for  roads 
and  canals,  but  also  the  expenditures  of  the  GovemmcDt, 
%ince  its  comntncemeni,  in  building  pten^  impnviw  amd 
preaerving  portt,  bayi,  and  harbortt  akj  reauMOg  eStrve- 
tiooM  to  m  nao^alion  of  rieert.'* 

The  latter  ot^ects,  and  others  of  s  almilar  chamcter, 
made  up  nearly  one  half  of  what  is  called  **  expendi- 
tures for  internal  improvements,'* 

In  reference  t'l  the  item  of  ninety-six  milliona  of  dol- 
lars and  upwards^  the  commtuiicatioii,  in  answer  to  tJie 
call  of  the  Uouite,  arranges  the-works  into  three  <^stinct 
eUsses-^works  commenee<I  by  the  General  Government ; 
worics  not  commenced,  .for  wlitch  surveys  aud  estimates 
luve  been  made  {  works  prpjected  and  [lartialty  survey- 
ed {  the  estimatea  for  the  nit  class  being  coojectura). 
The  first  class  includes  all  the  works  commenced  by  the 
General  Government,  and  amounts  only  to  (Aree  mil-* 
Horn  aaen  hundred  and  ihirtj/  two  thoueand  diMari^  cm- 
bracing  altnge\her  about  fiftj^  distinct  wurks «  forty-three 
of  which  arc  building  pieiSt  improving  bays  and  bartiort, 
and  removing  obstructions  to  the  entrance  and  navigation 
of  rivers.  The  other  works  contained  in  this  class  are 
roads  now  under  construction,  all  of  which,  except  the 
Cumberland  road,  are  in  the  temtory  of  Michigan. 

The  estimated  expense  ofthe  second  class. is  near  Fifty 
millions.  It  embraces  fifty-four  works  of  which  thirty- 
seven  are  for  the  improvementa  of  harbors^  opening  the 
navigation  of  rivers  and  the  ereetioQ  of  piets  and  break 
waters.  The  other  seventeen  are  siirveya  and  estimates 
of  routes  for  roada  and  canala. 

With  reference  to  the  remaining  clasa,  estimated  aba 
at  about  fifty  millions,  it  is  made  up  of  all  the  variety  of 
worka  embraced  in  the  other  two  classes.  It  is  eon}ec- 
turali  and  founded  on  no  aaoertuned  data. 

The  worka  executed  or  commenced  for  the  benefit  of 
foreign  commeree  have  emanated  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

As  to  internal  Improvementi  proper,  tbe  PresiJentis 
authorized  by  theactof  the30tb  Apri1,1834,to  cause  tbe 
neceaaary  surv^a  and  estimates  to  be  made,  and  most  of 
them  liare  originated  Aom  Ibis  Bxecutive  source.  There 
are  but  few  inatances  in  whi^  Congrcsa  would  be  ex- 
pected to  bear  the  whole  estimated  expeme.  .  Under  the 
head  of  tlie  second  claas  the  Gheanpeake  '«ad  Ohio  Ca- 
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rial  is  piit  down  at  m  estimate  of  iirar  twenty-two  and  a 
half  millions  of  dollars.  The  eastern  section  6f  this  canal, 
a  space  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  miles,  between 
Washington  and  Cumberland,  and  more  than  half  the 
length  of  tlie  entire  canat,  computed  separately  at  eight 
millions  and  a  quarter  of  this  sum,  is  now  in  progress 
under  the  direction  of  an  incorporated  company,  with  no 
other  aid  from  Congreas  than  the  aiAiscription  of  a  single 
million  <^  dollars,  and  with  resources,  acquired  or  anU- 
cipated,  adequate  to  its  completion  without  further  assist* 
ance  from  the  General  GovernmenL 

Under  the  same  head,  a  canal  from  Baltimore  to  the 
Potomac  fiver  is  estiniatetl  at  nearly  three  millions  of  dol- 
larst  but  the  project  is  abandoned:  and,  in  lieu  of  it,  a 
rail-rood  is  projected*  and  contemplated  to  be  made  with 
private  funds. 

When  we  consider  that  all  the  works  now  In  progress 
on  tile  seaboard,  and  in  the  interior,  only  amount  to  three 
millioBS  aevcn  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  dollars, 
uo  fears  need  be  entertained  of  the  caution  which  Congress 
will  always  observe  in  making  appropriations  of  money. 

The  committee  conmder  the  detailed  communication 
from  the  President  as  very  impOTtant;  and  lest  any  erro- 
neous impressioni  be  made  concerning  It,  they  have 
deemed  it  proper  to  have  it  annexed  to  this  repent 

As  to  the  **  five  millions  of  dollars  and  upwards,"  ex- 
pended on  internal  improvements,  the  committee  refer  to 
the  report  ot  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  20th 
December,  1830,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  26tli  of  May,  1830,  which 
is  also  appended  to  this  report. 

On  the  suhject  of  the  Maysville  road,  the  Louisville 
canal,  and  Ae  Washington  and  Frederick  turnpike,  the 
committee  ^11  barely  remark,  tliat  the  two  latter,  in  their 
judgment,  are  clearly  of  national  character.  The  one 
connects  the  seat  of  Gnvernment  with  the  whole  Western 
countrj',  and  the  other  is  greatly  interesting  to  nine  or 
ten  States.  The  Maysville  road  lies  in  the  heart  of  a  fine 
country,  and  the  travelling  on  it  is  continnnl.  It  is  calcu- 
lated to  ftcilittte  the  trade  of  a  rich  portion  of  the  Union 
with  Pittsburg,  the  lakes,  and  the  towns  and  villages 
lying  on  the  Ohio  and  Miariasippi  rivei^  onwarda  to  Hew 
Orleans. 

It  is  represented  "that  the  present  state  of  the  road 
requires  about  thirtjj-six  hoars  for  the  transportation  of 
the  mail  from  Maysville  to  Lexington,  a  distance  of  sixty- 
five  miles,  and  that,  too,  on  horseback,  exposed  to  every 
incident  of  weathei;.  Thia  state  of  things  generally  con- 
tmurs  about  mx  or  Kven  months  durit^  the  year,  making 
an  average  of  about  thirty  hours,  or  a  little  over  two  miles 
per  hour,  for  the  transit  of  the  great  western  mailt  the 
tardy,  a»d  frequently  impeded  progress  of  which,  the 
people  of  the  West  have  long  considered  a  national 
jpievance."  A  good  road,  it  ia^believed,  would  reduce 
the  transit  of  the  mail  from  Miaysville  to  Lexington,  from 
thirty  to  «x  hours,  in  all  seasons  of  the  yearj  and 
create  a  saving  in  carrying  the  mail,  nearly  equal  to  the 
interest  of  the  money  proposed  to  be  subacribed  by  the 
United  States. 

This  is_  but  a  limited  view  of  this  improvement.  It  is  hi 
a  direct  line,  and  designed  as  a  link  in  the  contemplated 
national  road  through  the  SUtes  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Ala- 
bama,  and  Mississippi,  to  the  great  southwestern  mart  in 
the  State  of  LouiMaiia,  passing  by  many  towns;  traversing 
States  abountUng  with  iron  ore,  and  the  various  produc- 
tions of  the  soil  calculated  tor  mlTitaiy  defence  and  inter- 
nal trade.  In  a  case  thus  circumstanced,  the  committee 
think  that  the  iramediate  representatives  of  the  people 
were  the  appropriate  judges.  The  veto  power  had  been 
exercised,  in  cases  of  expediency,  but  two  or  three  times 
in  the  last  (brty  years.  The  committee  will  pass  over 
those  repently  made,  and  confine  themselves  to  the  ]»rin- 
ciple  which  the  power  contains. 

Vol-  vn— p 


The  presidential  veto,  considering  the  cfifficultv  of  ob- 
taining two-thirds,  is  nearly  as  absouite  here  as  in  Eng- 
land. Ko  cause  of  alarm  is  here  suggested,  as  either 
actually  existing,  or  sbort^  to  arise;  still  we  may  (kll  on 
evil  times,  when  a  vain  and  ambitious  man,  armed  with  his 
constitutional  patronage,  would  seize  on  the  example 
afforded  by  a  popular  Prendent  in  days  of  political  calm- 
ness. Should  the  people  become  fiimiliarized  with  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  it  would  lessen  respect  for  tfiem- 
selves  and  their  immediate  representatives,  and  be  a  vir- 
tual  change  of  the  spirit  of  tne  constitution.  It  would 
enable  a  designing  man,  with  but  ordinary  address,  to 
ingratiate  the  favor  of  the  people,  even  in  opposition  to 
their  own  representatives;  and,  as  soon  as  the  sacred  spark 
of  confidence  in  the  capacity  of  the  people  fitt-  legislation, 
through  their  representatives,  shall  be  dimmed  or  extin- 
guished, then,  indeed,  fears  fiir  the  liberties  ofthe  country 
should  be  seriously  entertained.  This,  of  all  other  powers 
delegated  by  the  constitution,  ought  to  be  most  cautiously 
exercised. 

In  similar  views  on  this  subject,  the  committee  have 
been  preceded  in  the  report  to  the  Rouse  of  Repreaentn- 
tives  on  Prewdent  Monroe's  message  of  1817,  which  grew 
out  of  a  difierence  opinion  between  tht  Legislature  and 
the  Exectitive  on  the  eonstitutiond  powers  m  Congress. 
Mr.  Tucker,  of  Vnvinia,  as  chairman  of  the  committee, 
made  a  report,  in  which  the  fbllowin^  passage  occurs  in 
relation  to  this  contested  power: 

••Involving,  as  it  is  supposed,  a  great  constitutional 
question  on  the  one  hand,  and  intimately  connected  on  the 
other  witti  the  improvement,  the  prosperity,  the  union, 
and  the  happiness  of  the  United  States,  it  presents  the 
fairest  claims  to  candid  and  diligent  inveifdgation.  Nor  is 
it  without  adi^onal  interest  from  the  divinon  of  opinion 
to  which  it  has  heretofore  given  rise  between  the  Execu- 
tive and  Legislative  branches  of  the  Government;  i  differ- 
ence whidi,  in  the  indulgence  of  the  rights  of  free  opin- 
ion, will  be  still  found  to  exist  between  the  sentiments 
promulgated  in  the  message  of  the  Fremdent,  and  those 
which  will  be  advanced  by  your  committee  in' this  report; 
nor  do  they  concrive  that  the  expresnon  in  the  message 
of  the  Prondent^  of  an  opinion  un&vorable  to  the  consti- 
tutional powers  of  the  General  Government,  should  be 
permitted  to  have  any  influence  on  the  disposition  of  Con- 
gress to  legislate  on  this  intereftting  subject.  For,  if  the 
constitutional  majority  of  the  two  Houses  should  ^fier 
with  the  Executive  Department,  the  opinion  of  the  latter, 
however  respectable,  must  yield  to  such  an  expresnon  of 
their  will.  On  the  other  hand,  if,  from  deference  to  an 
opinion  promulgated  in  tn  Executive  eommiinjeatioii.  Con- 
gress should  refrain  from  entering  upon  the  consideration 
of  a  question  involving  constitutional  doctrine,  it  might 
happen  that  the  opinion  of  the  President  would  prevent 
the  enaction  of  a  law,  even  though  there  should  be  the 
constitutional  majority  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houaes  in  its 
fiivor.  Thus,  by  the  introduction  of  such  a  practice,  the 
prendential  veto  would  acquire  a  force  unknown  to  the 
constitution,  and  the  LegisUtlve  body  would  be  shorn  ol* 
its  powers,  from  a  want  of  eonfidence  in  its  strength,  or 
from  indisposition  to  exert  it.  Whilst  your  committee  are 
perfectly  aware  that  nothing  like  this  is  contemplated  by 
the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government,  they  presume 
the  House  of  Representatives  will  acrupulonsly  avoid  a 
course  which  may  be  construed  into  a  dereliction  of  their 
privileges." 

In  reviewing  the  ground  over  which  we  have  gone, 
the  committee  cannot  perceivethe  ••wrongs  of  the  past," 
or  **the  evils  to  be  arrested.**  Who,  among  those  most 
unfriendly  to  national  improvement^  could  rejoice  in  the 
annihilation  of  what  has  been  already  accomplished  ?  The 
Cumberland  road,  admitting  its  great  expense,  growing 
wit  of  want  of  experience'  in  the  construction*  of  aach 
works  at  the  time,  has  been  of  inestimable  benefit  to  the 
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country.  _  Who  would  wish  its  adTantajres  deatpoyed,  and 
the  dilapidaUoQ  of  the  dwellinea  and  nouriabln;;  villages 
to  which  it  baa  nven  riae?  Who  would  desire  ignorance 
of  the  topagra]my  of  maqy  importanta  parta  of  tM  Umoo. 
in  prefeKnco  to  tbc  accurate  fcnowle^e  of  which  we  are 
now  in  poaiesrion?  To  whom  would  it  give  pleasure  to 
behold  the  impedimenta  in  the  Ohio  and  Hisaiaeippi  rivers 
replaced?  Would  any  patriot  reaiat  the  effbrta  of  the  na- 
tion in  the  aanatance  pven  to  efTect  a  communication  aver 
the  Alleghanv,  from  the  Chesapeake  to  the  Ohio,  which 
General  Washington  had  ao  much  at  heart,  and  to  which, 
bi  bis  cq»ening  meaaage  of  1833,  President  Monroe  invited 
the  attention  <^Congreaa.'  And,  batly,  could  any  dtizeii 
desire  the  Chesapeake  and  DeUware  canal,  and  the  Dismal 
Swamp  canal,  to  be  monumental  rulna  of  the  enterprise 
of  their  countrymen? 

The  committee  do  not  propose  to  meddle  with  "the 
^acbarge  of  the  public  debt,"  aa  now  provided  for  by  ex- 
iatin^  bwa.  But,  even  auppoaing  an  interference,  should 
its  tnrial  amount  retard  the  riung  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
?  If  we  desire  to  be  an  example  to  the  oUier  nations 
the  earth,  1^  us  not  fold  our  arms.  It  is  the  employ- 
nent  of  tiie  mind,  and  the  activity  of  the  body,  that  be- 
stow true  kIott  oo  a  nation.  We  can  perform  no  action 
more  beneficial  to  ourselves  and  posterity,  or  afford  no 
precedent  of  more  valuable  inatniction  to  other%  than  to 
improve  the  natural  advantages  of  a  country  which  the 
beneficence  of  Providence  has  given  ua  to  dwell  upon,  and 
which  b  aorpaaaed  by  none  withm  the  compass  of  tlie  globe. 

When  can  we  expect  a  more  bvorable  opporttmity  to 
puTBUe  tlui  great  and  good  cause  on  a  acale  intrinsically 
worthy  of  ita  importance,  and  of  the  extenuve  resources 
of  tUa  powerful  nation?  If  station  gives  influence  to  indi- 
vidual  c^imons*  tiie  oommittee  are  fortified  with  thoae  of 


the  President's  two  predecesaors,  who  agreed  in  sentiment 
that  the  time  had  arrived  to  prosecute  national  improve, 
ments  with  the  funds  of  the  Union.  Mr.  Monroe  used  these 
emphatic  worda  when  the  public  debt  was  more  thui 
double  its  present  amount :  *'  It  ia  of  the  highest  importance 
that  the  question  should  be  settled.  If  the  right  exists,  it 
ou^t  fiarthwiUi  to  be  exerdsed." 

The  comtnittee  will  trouble  the  House  with  only  a  few 
additional  remarks. 

A  change  of  public  sentiment  by  the  great  body  of  the 
people  is  intimated,  and  made,  in  part,  the  foundation  of 
future  action.  The  people,  ever  watchfiil  of  the  tme  in- 
terest of  the  country,  embarked  early  in  thia  cause  and 
persevered  in  a  manner  the  most  remarkable  and  praise- 
wortby.  Although  diceked  by  the  vetoa  of  two  Presi- 
dents, and  not  dieered  heartily  by  the  countenance  of 
any,  they  never  abandoned  the  pursuit  of  this  important 
object;  andrat  the  commencement  of  the  present  admin- 
istration,  after  the  severest  contest  the  country  had  ever 
witneased,  the  representatives  of  the  people,  ccmiing  fresh 
from  among  them,  and  acquainted  with  their  feeUngs  and 
Irishes,  manifested  agwn  their  unrelaxed  zeal  in  fcvor  of 
promoting  their  country's  prosperity  by  national  ttnprore- 
mrnts.  If  there  b  any  diange  of  pubuc  opinion,  it  is  im- 
portant that  it  Aould  be  known.  No  citizen  tereresthe 
vOTce  of  this  tribunal  more  than  our  Chief  Magistrate,  and 
none  can  give  more  accurate  information  on  the  subjctl 
than  the  immetUate  representatives  of  the  people.  The 
committee,  therefore,  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Betohed,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  General  Goi-cm- 
ment  should  continue  to  prosecute  internal  improTemenis 
by  direct  approprbtiona  of  money,  or  by  subscriptions  for 
stock  in  companies  incorporated  in  the  Tespectire  Statek 
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BEPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY  ON  THE  FINANCES. 

Tauacax  DxrAmTxaST,  Beeemier  15, 1830. 

Sra:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  t  report  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  *'  Act  supplementary  to  Ac  act  to  esla- 
bUah  the  Treasury  Department." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  <4>e&nt  servant, 

S.  D.  INGHAM, 
Ster^arjf  of  the  TVouurjr. 

The  Hon.  tiie  FExannrr  eftke  SmaU  XT.  8. 

REPORT  ON  THE  FINANCES. 

In  obefenee  to  the  directinna  of  the  **  Act  supj^mentory  to  the  act  to  establish  tlie  Treasury  Department,"  tiie 
Secretary  of  the  Treoniry  respectfully  Subnuta  the  fbllowiug  report. 

1.  or  THz  ruaLic  KZTZKUf:  Airs  sTrxiTDiTinixs. 
The  receipta  into  the  Treasuiy,  from  all  sources,  during  the  year  1828^  were       -  $24,763,659  23 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  year,  including  payments  on  account  of  the  public  debt,  and  in- 
clucUrfg  4790,069  40  for  awards  under  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  were      -         -     25,459,479  5? 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  waa      ....         -  $5,972,435  SI 

Itic  receipts  from  all  aoutcca  duriug  the  year  18»),  were  24»S37,ti27  M 

Viz:Customa  $33,681,965  91 

Landa  1,517,175  13 

Dividends  on  bank  stock   490,000  00 

Incidental  receipts   138,486  34 

Making,  with  the  balance,  an  aggregate  of  "      30,800,063  19 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  year,  were      -  25,044,358  40 

Via:  Civil  list,  fiareiga  intercourse,  and  miscellaneous^  including  $9,033  38  for 

awards  under  the  first  article  ofthe  treaty  of  Ghent  -         -  3,101,514  87. 

Military  service,  inching  fortifications,  ordnance,  Indian  aiToirs,  penuons, 

arming  the  militia,  and  mtemal  improvements  ....  6,350,330  38 
Naval  service,  including  the  gradual  improvement  of  Uie  Navy  -  -  3,308,745  47 
Public  debt  -         -      '  - 12.383,667  78 

living  a  bobuce  in  the  Trcosiii-y  on  thr  1st  of  January,  1830,  of  -  ...    -    ^QO^r^*^'^  ~^ 
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The  receipts  iirto  the  TreMuiy  during  Uie  firtt  three  quarters  of  the  present  year, 

are  esthnated  «t    ........         .19,136,018  79 

Viz: 

Customs   17,868,122  74 

Lands         -         -         -   1,293,719  27 

Bank  dividmds   490.000  00 

Mncenaneou   84,176  TH 

The  receipts  for  the  Ibutth  qaarter  are  eatimated  at         ■         •         -         -  5,025,000  00 

Malting  the  total  estimated  receipts  of  the  year      .......      24,161,018  79 

And,  with  the  balance  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1830,  forming' an  aggregate  of       -         -         -      39,916,733  58 
The  expenditures  for  the  6rst  three  quarters  of  the  present  year  are  estinmted 
»t  •      -  -  20,780,9j6  84 

Viz: 

Civil  list,  foreign  intercourse,  and  miscdhuieous  -  -  -  3,460,%^  48 
Mlitary  service,  including  fortifica^oRS,  ordnance,  Indian  affiur^ 

arming  the  militia,  and  internal  improvements  .  -  -  -  5,738,976  53 
Naval  establishment,  including'  the  gradual  improrcoKiit  of  the 

navy   3,651,457  75 

Public  debt  ■    9.939.630  09 

The  expenditures  for  the  fourth  quarter,  induding  $1,415,000  on  account  of  tlie 

public  debt,  are  estimated,  «d  data  furruahed  by  the  respective  Department^  St  ^316^004  98 

Making  the  total  estimated  expenditures  of  the  year         ......      35,096,941  S3 

And  learii^  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1831,  an  estimated  balance  of  -         -       4,819,781  76 

which,  however,  includes  the  funds,  estimated  at  $1,400,000;  heretofore  reported  by  this  Department  as  not  effective. 

The  appropriations  remaining  unsatisfied  at  the  close  of  the  year  are  estimated  at  $5,356,566  33{  but,  of  thb 
amount,  it  is  estimated  by  the  proper  Departments, 

1.  That  the  sum  of  $3,740,553  96,  onfy,  viU*bc  required  for  the  dijeets  for  which  they  wen  appnpriatedi 

3.  That  ^  sum  of  $1,375,154  77  will  not  be  required,  andmqr,  dierefore,  be  connderedat  an  e»e«of  appro* 

priation,  and  is  intended  to  be  applied,  witltout  being  reapproptiated,  in  aid  qf  the  service  of  dw  year  1831, 

as  will  more  fully  appear  when  the  estimates  of  the  appropriations  for  that  year  are  presented) 
3.  That  the  sum  of  $140,858  59  will  be  carried  to  the  su^hu  fond  at  the  dole  of  the  year,  dther  because  tlMob* 

jecta  for  which  it  was  appropriated  are  cMnpleted,  or  because  these  Hioncys  viUjioi  be  required  for,  t>r  will 

De  no  longer  appUcable  to  them. 

2.   OP  TIE  rCBLlC  SSBT. 

The  total  amount  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  SUtes,  on  tlie  1st  of  Janaar>-,  1830,  was         -    $48,565,406  50 

1.  Funded  debt  48^532,669  93 

Connsting  of— 

Six  per  cent,  stock   6,440,556  17 

Five  per  cent  stocks,  including  the  $7,000,000  subscribed  to  the 

Bank  of  the  United  States   12,792,000  20 

Four  and  a  half  per  cent,  stock   15,994,064  1 1 

Throe  per  cenL  stocks    "  -  13,396,349  45 

3.  Unfiindeddebt   43,536  37 

Coonsting  of—   

Registered  debt,  being  claims  registered  prior  to  the  year  179^  for 

services  and  supplies  during  the  Bevc^tionary  war      .         -        38,931  48 
Treasury  notes  outstanding  ......         S^OIO  00 

Misaisnppi  stock  outstanding         .....         5,605  09 

The  payments  mode,  and  to  be  mode,  on  account  of  the  pubGc  ddi^  for  the  year 

1830,  are  estimated  at     -------         -  11,35^630  09 

Of  this  sum  there  wiU  hare  been  paid  for  interest  -        -  -        -  1,91^415  37 

Uaking  the  reduction  in  the  principal        ........        9,44^314  83 

Vin:       per  cents.   6,440,556  17 

Five  per  cents,  subscribed  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  -  -  -  3,000,000  00 
Registered  debt  -  235  65 

TreasiU7  notes   833  00 

MisMnppi  stock         .         -   600  00 

And  leaving  the  total  debt  on  the  1st  of  January.  1831  39,133,191  68 

Viz:  Funded  d^t   39,063.461  88 

Unfunded  debt  <0,739  80 
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Of  the  sum  applied  to  the  public  debt  in  the  year  1830, 
$10,000,000  were  the  amount  erf*  the  appropriation  for  the 
year,  under  the  second  sectioii  of  the  Sinking  Fund  act  of 
1817;  and  the  remaininfr  $1,354,630  09,  taken  from  sur- 
plus iroueya  iii  the  Treasury,  were,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  President,  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Commis- 
woners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  applied  under  the  first 
section  of  the  act  of  24th  May  last. 

The  fire  per  cemt.  stock  subscribed  to  tlie  bank  being 
at  all  times  subject  to  redemption,  and  tlie  bigli  market 
price  of  other  stocks  not  offering  any  inducement  to  pur- 
chase, the  discretionary  authority  g^ven  to  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Sinking  Fund,  by  tlie  second  section  of  tlie  act 
last  referred  to,  has  not  been  exercised;  and,  from  the 
large  amount  of  debt  that  is  redeemable  in  the  year  1631, 
and  within  the  first  two  days  of  1833,  it  is  not  probable 
that  it  will  be  neceanry  to  resort  to  it  in  the  year  1831. 

The  debt  which  will  remain  uupud  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1831,  will  be  redeemable  as  ntllows: 
At  the  pleasure  of  the  6o- 

remment,   .      -      -  $13,296,397  57  of  3  per  cents. 
And        -      -      -    4,000,000  00  of  5  per  cenU., 

subscription  to 
Bank  of  U.  S. 

After  six  months' nodce,  -    1,539.336  16  of  4ipercent». 
After  3Ut  Dec.  1831.     -    5,000,000  00  of  4^  do. 
After  Ist  January,  1832,  -    5,000,000  00  of  4|do. 

And  -  -  .  999,999 13  of  5  do. 
After  3l8t  Dec.  1832,     -        56,704  77  of  5  do. 

And  -  •  -  2,227,363  97  of  4*  do. 
After31stDec.  1833,  -  2,227,363  98  of  44  do- 
After  1st  January^  18S5.  -    4,735,296  30  of  5  do. 

As  tlie  means  for  the  redemption  of  those  portions  of 
the  public  debt  which  are  redeemable  at  the  commence- 
ment of  any  year  arc  to  be  prorided  at  the  close  of  the 
prenoos  year,  ud  are  aetuuly  dnwn  tcvm  the  Treamiry 
at  that  time,  luch  stocks  may  be  eonndered,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  report,  as  redeemable  in  the  previous  year. 

0.   07  TKB  ZSTIM1.TXS  07  THE  PUBLIC  aETBKDE,  ASD  XX- 
FXHDITVBES  FOA  TUl  XKAR  1831. 

The  amount  of  imports  into  the  United  States  for  the. 
year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September,  1830,  is  estimated 
at  $68,500,000,  and  the  amount  of  exports  at  $73,800,000; 
of  which  $59,400,000  were  domestic,  and  $14,400,000 
foreign  products. 

The  amount  of  custom-house  bonds  m  suit,  on  the  30th 
September  last,  was  $6,865,420;  which  sum  includes  all 
that  remain  in  suit  unce  the  establishment  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  exceeds,  by  $^73,706,  the  amount  iu  suit  on  the 
corresponding  day  of  the  last  year. 

The  amount  cf  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  which 
accrued  in  the  first  three  quarters  of  tbe  year  1830,  is  es- 
timated at  $20,570,000,  and  in  the  fourth  quarter  at 
#5,610,000. 

The  amount  of  debentures  issued  during  the  first  three 
quarters  of  the  year  1830  is  estimated  at  ^,331,895;  and 
the  amount  outstanding  on  the  30th  September  last,  and 
chargeable  upon  tbe  year  1831,  at  $1,411,801. 

It  M  estinMted  that  the  accruing  duty  on  coffee  and 
cocoa  imported  in  1830,  and  remaining  in  store  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1831,  will  be  reduced  about  $500,000,  by  the 
operation  of  the  acts  of  the  last  session,  reducing  tbe  du- 
ties on  those  articles;  and  that  the  duties  on  coffee,  cocoa, 
salt,  and  molaasea,  accruing  in  1831,  and  payabte  witliin 
tliat  vear,  will,  upon  a  like  consumption  to  tliat  of  1839, 
be  further  diminished  by  those  acts  about  $600,000.  I'hc 
repeal  of  the  duties  on  tonnage,  which  will  take  effect  on 
the  1st  of  April  next,  will  further  reduce  the  revenue  of 
the  next  year  about  $75,000.  The  subsequent  reduction 
of  the  duties  on  tea,  coffee,  and  salt,  on  the  Ist  of  January, 
1833,  will  prt^ably  lessen  tbe  usual  importation  of  those 
articlei  for  the  demand  of  1831.   But  tiu:  inBuencc  of 


these  circumstances  upon  tiie  revenue  will  be,  in  some  de- 
gree, counteracted  by  the  increased  capacity  of  the  coun- 
try for  consumption,  as  evinced  by  the  enlarged  amount 
of  domestic  exports,  tlie  general  prosperity  of  mercantile 
business,  and  tlie  favonble  state  of  excliange  with  foreign 
countries;  to  which  may  be  added  tlieopeningof  thetndc 
with  the  British  colonies  in  die  West  Indies,  and  on  the 
North  American  continent. 

The  revenue  ariung  from  tlie  sales  of  public  lands  vril 
be  improved  by  the  same  general  causes  which  tend  to 
improve  that  from  the  customs. 

From  a  view  of  all  those  facts  and  considerations,  the 
receipts  for  the  year  1831  are  estimated  at  $23,340,000, 


Customs,  - 
Lands, 

Bank  dividend^  • 


■  $21,000,000  00 
-  1,700^000  00 
490^000  00 


Incidental  receipts,  including  arrears  of 
internaldutic^directtaXiindcanaltoUi^       150,000  00 

$23,340.000  00 

The  expenditures  for  1831  are  estimated  at  $23,338,065  86^ 


Civil  list,  foreign  intercourse,  and  miscel- 


laneous. 


Military  service,  including  fortifications, 
ordnance,  Indian  affairs,  pennon^  arm- 
ing the  militia,  and  internal  improve- 
ment, - 

Naval  service,  including  tbe  gradual  im- 


-  $2,585,152  68 


6,789,317  89 


provement  of  the  navy. 
Public  debt, 


3,853,595  39 
-  10,000,000  00 

$23,228.065  86 

In  the  estimate  of  expenditures  for  1831,  are  included 
$1,375,154  77  of  the  appropriations  for  1830,  which  were 
not  required  for  the  service  of  that  year;  and  are  applicable 
for  the  sej-vice  of  1831,  without  being  re-appropriated,  riz. 
civil,  foreign  intercourse,  and  miscellaneous,  $40,833  18; 
military,  $815,921  10;  and  naval,  $518,400  49. 

In  respect  to  tiic  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  tbe 
estimate  above  presented  will  not  amily  for  the  succeed- 
ing year;  for,  when  the  reduction  made  at  the  last  m  mum 
shall  have  gone  into  full  effeet,  the  revenue  will,  acewvEi^ 
to  the  average  of  the  last  four  years,  viz.  from  1^6  to 
1829,  inclusive,  be  diminished  $3,664,435. 

The  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  will  probably 
be  somewhat  increased;  but  the  amount  of  these  ales  will 
be  linuted  by  the  ability  of  those  who  pnrdiase  Luids  fbr 
their  own  cultivation,  adventurous  speculation  having 
ceased  with  the  credit  system.  This  source  of  revenue, 
therefbre,  except  so  far  as  it  may  be  affected  by  fiiture 
le^slation,  may  be  relied  upon  hereafter  to  sustain  the 
estimate  made  for  1831. 

The  reduction  in  the  receipts  from  tbe  customs  wiS  be 
partially  made  up  by  an  increased  importation  of  the  arti- 
cles on  which  the  duties  have  been  rMuced,  at  least  so  bn 
as  the  consumption  of  them  may  have  been  hitherto  re- 
struned  by  the  amount  of  tiie  duty;  but  the  reditctioa  m 
the  rates  of  duty  is  so  great,  that  no  increase  in  the  cod- 
sumptioR  can  be  lookedforso  extensireasto  make  up  any 
considerable  portion  of  the  deficiency;  and,  altlioi^^  the 
income  and  expenditure  of  the  community  may  continue 
to  bear  the  same  relation  to  each  other  as  herctofbj^  tbe 
amount  of  the  duty  savedto  tiie  eonsumer,  instead  of  being 
applied  wholly  to  the  purchase  of  an  increased  quantity-  of 
those  u^les^  will  be  distributed  upon  all  the  articles  of 
consumption,  domestic  and  foreig^n,  dutiable  and  free. 

In  looking  forward  to  tiie  probable  changes  in  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  Government,  when  the  public  debt  shall 
be  completely  extinguished,  it  is  worthy  of  observation, 
tiiat,  vmh  tiie  exception  of  a  nngle  yeiu-,  (1838,)  there 
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has  beeo  a  fi^raduai  reduction  of  imports  since  the  year 
1825,  aiid  a  continued  reduction  in  the  exports  of  fhreign 
merchandise  during  the  same  period.  These-facts  suggest 
various  coi»derBtwii^  to  be  taken  into  view  in  eitimating- 
the  future  revenues  «S  the  Goremment;  they  also  show, 
tiuaing  other  matters  vorthy  of  notice,  that  the  navigating' 
interest  employed  tn  fi»reign  commerce,  and  particularly 
in  the  carrying  trade,  must  have  suffered  a  material  de- 
pression. That  portion  of  the  carrying  trade  which  is  un- 
fettered by  navigation  hiws  will  necessarily  fall  into  the 
hands  of  thone  woo  can  nav^te  cheapest;  and  this  falling 
off  gives  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  superiority,  hereto- 
fore claimed  for  Amcncan  aldU  and  economy  in  this  potsuit, 
is  j^elding  to  more  foKtinate  rivalry,  and  ouggests  the  ex- 
pediency of  conudeiing  how  far  that  interest  may,  without 
injury  to  otliers,  be  rebeved  from  its  depression. 

The  annexed  paper,  marked  U,  exhibiu  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  imports  and  ex- 
ports  tiable  to  specific  duties,  and  the  value  of  those  pay- 
ing ad  valorem  duties  and  of  those  free  of  duty,  from  the 
year  1831  to  1839  indusivet  and  wiU  fun^  the  means 
of  ascertaining  the  increase  or  decrease  of  each  branch  of 
import  and  export  trade,  and  the  probable  cfijeet  of  any 
proposed  change,  as  well  upon  the  revenue  as  upon  the 
various  interests  with  which  they  are  connected. 

Should  it  be  contemplated  by  Congress  to  make  any 
further  reduction  of  the  revenues  preparatoiy  to  die  pe- 
riod of  the  final  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt,  it  is 
re^ectfiilly  suggested,  that,  in  order  to  avoid  impairing 
the  neeeasaty  means  Sat  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the 
Government,  or  encroaching  upon  the  sinking  fund,  it 
will  be  proper  that  such  reduction  should  take  effect  at 
a  period  sufficiently  remote  for  the  payment  of  the  entire 
debt,  as  the  reduction  made  at  the  last  session  will  barely 
leave  sufficient  revenue  for  those  objects  during  the  en- 
suing four  years.  But  there  are  some  articles  on  which 
the  du^  may  be  reduced  without  injury  to  the  revenue, 
and  wiUi  advantage  to  other  interest!.  The  most  strifciDg 
example  of  tbia  nature  will  be  found  in  the  duty  Ud  on 
apices.  If  the  imports  and  exports  of  these  articles, 
known  to  be  extensively  consumed;  but  not  produced,  in 
the  United  States,  be  compared,  it  will  be  seen  that, 
durioir  the  seven  years  preceding  1838,  the  nominal  ex- 
ports nave  exceeded  in  ralue  the  nomiinl  imports  by  the 
sum  of  tl68al55.  Whether  tlie  consumption  has  been 
suppUed  by  fraudulent  importation^  or  whether  deben- 
tures have  been  paid  on  fraudulent  exportations,  the  fiict 
is  conclusive  evidence  that  nothing  can  be  lost  by  impos- 
ing a  lower  duty  on  those  articles-  The  comparison  for 
the  last  two  years  exhibits  a  more  favorable  result;  but 
the  difference  is  still  much  less  than  the  actual  consump- 
tion: and  where  such  extensive  frauds  have  been  so  suc- 
cenfully  practised,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  hoped  that  any 
degree  of  vi|^ibume  sufficient  to  prevent  tticm  can  be  per- 
manently maintuned  under  the  same  temptation. 

The  attention  of  Congress  is  respectfully  invited  to  the 
tiperation  of  a  clause  of  the  3d  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
*'  An  act  for  tiie  more  effectual  collection  of  the  duties 
on  imports,^'  passed  28th  May,  1830.  The  rule  therein 
prescribed  for  appraising  certain  goods  in  packages,  by 
adopting  the  value  of  the  best  article  in  each  package  as 
an  average  for  the  whole,  went  into  effect  on  the  1st  of 
OctQber  ust  The  notice  was  too  short  to  allow  of  new 
orders  being  given  in  all  cases;  and  some  embarrassment 
lias  arisen  in  the  appraisement  of  such  ai-ticlcs  as  had,  for 
the  convenience  oi  trade,  and  without  any  intent  to  de- 
fraud the  revenue,  been  usually  put  up  in  mixed  pack- 
ages. In  anticipation  of  this  difnculty,  directions  were 
given  to  the  Collectors  to  ascertain,  until  the  Ist  of  Janua- 
ry next,  the  difference,  in  each  case,  between  the  amount 
of  duty  imposed  according  to  this  mode,  and  that  which 
would  liave  accrued  according  to  the  customary  mode; 
but,  as  the  bonds  liave  been  taken  for  the  duties  on  tlie 


average  value,  some  legislative  provision  will  be  necessary 
to  afford  the  proper  relief.  It  may  also  be  expedient 
to  except  some  articles  from  the  operation  of  the  clause 
before  referred  to.  Laces,  in  particular,  are  represented  to 
be  almost  necessarily  imported  of  Afferent  qualities  in  the 
same  package;  and  some  permanent  inconvenience  will  be 
incurred  to  the  tnule  in  these  articles,  if  the  importer  is 
obliged  to  have  them  assorted.  It  is  also  desirable  that 
the  character  of  the  package  for  each  description  of  gooda 
retjuired  to  be  appraised  upon  the  average  of  the  best 
article,  should  be  defined  by  law.  The  Department  haa 
endeav<ffed  to  obviate  some  of  the  inconvemences  arising 
from  the  change^  and  at  the  same  time  to  secure  the  £■ 
jects  of  the  by  alloaring  tiie  parcels  of  such  gboda 
which  were  put  up  separately,  and  dengnated  as  packages 
on  the  invoice,  Uiough  enclosed  in  one  general  package, 
to  be  regarded  as  packages  for  appraisement  within  tlie 
meaning  of  the  law.  But  the  constant  efforts  to  abuse 
this  regulation  on  the  part  of  some  of  those  for  whose 
benefit  it  was  adopted,  and  the  intrinmc  Affioultv  of  fill- 
ing, without  specific  legislation,  any  positive  limit  to  tte 
extent  of  the  parcel  to  be  deemed  a  package,  will  proba- 
bly render  it  necessary,  should  no  alteration  of  the  taw 
be  made,  to  rescind  the  order,  and  to  recognise  no  other 
package  than  the  entire  quantity  put  up  in  one  exterior 
box  or  envelope,  liie  genend  operation  of  the  clause  is 
found,  however,  to  bcl)eneficial:  it  facilitates  despatch 
and  uniformity  in  the  appraisement  of  goods,  as  well  as 
prevents  ftauds  on  the  revenue;  and,  with  the  aid  of  the 
modificaitioas  suggested,  mercantile^  ingenui^  will,  no 
doubt,  find  means,  by  confbrndng  the  packi^^  to  the 
objects  of  the  law,  to  avoid  its  inconveniences. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  give  greater  efficiency  to 
tiie  revenue  cutter  service;  but  it  has  become  manifest 
that  the  compensation  allowed  by  law  to  the  officers  is 
inadequate.  The  office  of  third  lieutenant  may,  witiiout 
iiuury  to  the  service,  be  abolished;  and,  if  an  equivalent 
of  tlie  compensation  now  allowed  to  that  officer,  were 
dirided  between  the  odier  officers,  and  some  addiHon 
made  to  the  compensation  of  the  warrant  officers,  to  whom 
important  trusts  are  confided,  the  service  would  be  eaten- 
tially  improved,  with  but  little  increase  of  expense. 

Tlie  regulations  adopted  fiir  carrying  into  more  com- 
plete effect  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  revenue  arising  from 
customs,  will  be  hereafter  communiciAed,  in  obedience  to 
the  (Ureetions  of  the  10th  section  of  tiie  act  in  alteration 
of  the  several  acts  imposingduties  on  imports,  passed  19th 
May,  1828.  There  is  reason  to  believe  tliat  material  be- 
nefit has  already  been  derived  from  them,  and  that  the 
measures  adopted  will  improve  in  thar  effect  mth  the  in- 
creased experience  of  the  officers. 

The  reduction  of  the  duty  on  salt,  made  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, which  will  take  pUce  on  the  1st  of  January,  1831, 
and  Ist  January,  1832,  respectively,  would  seem  to  ren- 
der it  proper  to  make  a  corresponding  reduction  in  the 
drawback  allowed  on  the  exporution  of  pickled  fi^,  which 
is  fixed  by  the  act  of  S9th  July,  1813,  at  twenty  cents  per 
barrel,  titat  being  at  the  time  tiie  duty  charged  on  one 
bushel  of  salt.  Unless  the  law  allowing  tiie  drawback 
shall  be  previously  modified,  the  exporter  will  be|^n  to 
receive,  after  the  Ist  of  January  next,  a  greater  amount 
of  drawback  than  the  duty  previously  paid  on  the  salt. 

It  i»  of  great  importance,  as  well  to  the  revenue  as  to 
all  the  interests  involved  in  the  importation  of  foreign  roer< 
chandise,  that  the  action  of  the  custom-houses  should  se- 
cure, as  nearly  as  possible,  a  uniform  payment  of  du^ 
upon  the  proper  vidue  of  imports,  as  contemplated  by 
law;  but  there  are  insuperable  difficulties  opposed  to  the 
acCon^lishment  of  this  objoct,  under  the  present  system 
of  impost  duties,  to  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy 
would  respectfully  invite  the  serioua  attention  of  Congress. 

The  valuation  on  which  tlie  ad  valorem  duties  are  now 
laid,  b  iMcerUdned  frun  the  true  or  current  ralue  of  the 
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goods  in  the  OMrket  of  the  foreif^  country  id  which  they 
were  menufiictiired  or  produced,  with  the  ad^tion  of  co*- 
tain  chafgCB,  and  ten  or  twenty  per  cent.,  u  the  ease  may 
be,  when  imported  from  this  or  the  other  nde  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.  The  a^^^te  of  these  items  on  which 
the  duties  are  laid  is  presumed  to  be  the  value  of  the 
goods  when  offered  for  sale  ui  the  United  States  marketi 
but  such  is  rarely  the  ikct.  It  is  not  possible  fa*  the  offi- 
cers,  even  at  any  one  custom^iouse,  to  ascertain  the  current 
value  in  the  f(»«ign  market  with  such  precinon  as  will 
render  it  an  item  of  uniform  ratio  to  thait  of  the  current 
value  in  the  United  Statest  and,  whatever  approach  m^t 
be  made  to  this  point  by  one  aet  of  officers,  aided  by  loo; 
experience  and  superior  skill,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  Oiat 
the  officers  of  nearly  one  hundred  sepaMte  custom-house 
establishments  can  be  so  well  informed  of  the  value  of 
goods  at  all  the  places  of  exportation,  or  so  equally  qualified 
by  i^ili^  and  dispoation  for  the  performance  of  tnia  diffi- 
cult  du^,  aa  to  secure  any  reaaonable  degree  of  anifonmty 
in  the  imposition  of  the  customs  at  all  the  places  of  impor- 
tation. These  difficulties,  added  to  the  general  repug- 
nance of  the  officers  to  be  drawn  into  collision  with  the 
iraportei-s,  will  idways  render  the  invtnce  prices  of  mer- 
chandise the  chief  standard  of  current  value  m  the  foreign 
tnarketi  and  corrections  will  only  be  made  in  cases  of  pal- 
pable error.  This  defective  operation  is  the  highest  per- 
fection vluoh  the  preient  system  appears  to  be  capable  off 
but  there  are  other  important  objections  to  it,  which  are 
worthy  of  great  connderatitHi.  All  impost  duties  arc  in- 
tended to  be  pud  by  tbe  consumer.  The  present  plan 
frequently  obliges  the  importer  to  pay  them,  and  proba- 
bly as  often  compels  the  consumer  to  pay  more  tiian  the 
proper  charge  upon  his  consumption.  When  goods  are 
bought  at  bi(^  prices  in  the  foreign  market,  and  brought 
into  a  deprosed  market  at  home,  the  daity  may  greatly 
exceed  the  advance  vluch  the  imports  is  able  to  sell  fori 
in  which  even^  a  part  or  the  vnde  xiS  it  foils  on  the  im- 
porter: but  if  the  goods  are  bought  at  prices  below  the 
usual  current  value,  and  brou^t  into  a  market  where  the 
demand  is  brisk,  the  consumer  pays  not  only  the  duty,  but 
nearly  as  great  a  price  for  tbe  goods  as  if  the  duty  were 
laid  on  their  true  value  at  the  place  of  importation.  In 
the  first  case,  the  operation  ma^'  prove  ruinous  to  the  im- 
ptaler;  and,  in  the  last,  he  receives  in  his  pr<^ts  a  portion 
of  what  ought  to  accrue  to  the  GovermoenL  By  these 
operations,  manifest  injury  is  ofWn  done  dther  to  the  Go- 
Temment,  the  consumer,  or  the  impwter;  thetine»1aintv 
and  hazard  of  commercial  enterprise  are  inoreasedi  and, 
whatever  fiulures  ensue,  the  Government  will  generally 
incur  a  conuderablc  portion  of  the  loss. 

As  long  as  the  current  value,  or  ratiier  the  invoice  price 
of  goods  m  the  foreign  market,  is  made  the  baais  on  which 
duties  are  laid,  peci»iar  advantages  wiD  be  given  to  those 
who  have  the  best  opportunities  of  purchasing  or  making 
up  invnces  at  rates  below  the  current  value.  The  pur- 
chaser who  lays  in  his  goods  low  not  only  derives  a  profit 
directly  from  this  circumstance,  but  from  the  difference 
in  the  amount  of  duty  paid  on  them  at  the  custom-house. 
For  instance,  a  difference  of  ten  per  cent,  in  the  cost  of 
an  article  paying  a  du^  of  fifW  per  cent,  gives  an  advan- 
tage of  fifteen  per  cent,  to  an  impOTter  who  can  purchase 
his  goods  at  ten  per  cent,  lower  than  anoUier.  This  ad- 
vantage is  greatly  increased  under  the  operation  of  tbe 
clasufieation  of  woollen  cloths.  These  are  now  neces- 
sarily imported  at  prices  near  the  minimum  points;  and 
those  who  can  manage,  either  by  making  better  pur- 
chases, or  by  di^uiwng  the  current  value  in  the  invoice, 
to  introduce  clotiis  under  a  class  of  duty  below  that  to 
which  they  belong,  derive  a  much  greater  advantage  than 
idiove  stated.  The  cloths  so  transfeiTed  on  the  scale  of 
duties  may  pay  in  one  case  finty-five  cents  per  yard,  in- 
stead of  one  dular  twelve  and  a  hatf  cents;  and  such  im- 
porters may  monqwdiK  thp  supply  of  an  Mienstre  part  of 


tiie  market  for  that  article  to  the  entire  exdoncm  of  thoae 
who  have  kaa  &Torable  oppwtufuties  for  parcfaasn^,  ar 
will  not  resort  to  nnMr  means  in  preparing  their  biroices. 
The  necessary  effect  of  tbe  ^em  is,  therefbre,  to  thnv 
an  extenrive  branch  of  the  importing  bustnesa  into  the 
hands  of  foreign  merchants,  who  can  always  lay  in  tiior 
goods  on  bett^  terms  than  American  houses  having  m 
connexion  abroad,  and  into  the  hands  of  those  who,  whe- 
ther foreign  or  American,  are  the  least  scrupulous  of  tbe 
means  of  gain.  Under  ordinary  drcumstances,  the  advaa< 
t^fe  wbidi  die  American  merchant  has  In  selKn^  is  equnva- 
lent  to  that  which  the  fmigner  has  in  purdmaing^  but  he 
cannot  also  compete  with  a  different  rate  of  du^r-  Such 
a  system,  therrfbre,  must  either  corrupt  the  American 
merchant,  or  expel  him  from  all  those  branches  of  bua- 
ness  in  which  these  operations  can  be  carried  on  with  suc- 
cess. It  b  believed  ^t  an  effectual  remedy  Ar  this  se- 
rious and  growing  evil,  is  to  adopt  the  current  raJue  of  all 
goods  (subject  to  ad  v^orem  duty)  in  the  UniM  States 
aa  the  true  dutiable  value — £sreganUng,  of  course,  the 
cost  b)  the  foreirn  market,  and  excluding  all  charges  and 
additions.  Such  a  change,  though  important  in  its  con- 
sequences, will  not  vary  the  principle  on  which  impost 
dutiea  are  now  presumed  to  be  lud,  and  is  in  confbnni^ 
with  that  which  has  long  been  practised  in  the  most  ceo- 
merd^  nation  of  Europe.  According  to  this  pl&n,  instead 
of  reacting  to  vague  and  arbitrary  rules  to  ascertain'  the 
value  of  goods  in  the  Uiuted  States,  this  object  may  be 
attuned  by  direct  means.  Onfinaty  experience,  aldll,  and 
attentimi  on  the  part  of  the  proper  offlcen^  vnU  ensbk 
them  to  determine,  with  all  necessary  accuracy,  the  cur- 
rent value  in  their  own  viciiu^;  and  the  maaa  of  informa- 
tion which  miglit  readily  be  collected  to  correct  error,  if 
any  should  be  made  by  them,  could  not  fail  to  secure  a 
just  and  equal  apprwsement.  This  being  accomplisbed, 
tbe  Government  will  receive  the  wh<de  du^  paid  by  tbe 
consumer,  and  no  moret  the  price  of  goods  will  be  more 
steady;  merchants  will  be  exptned  to  less  hazard;  and  the 
opportunity  of  fair  competition  between  the  American  and 
foreign  merchant,  so  for  as  it  caji  be  effected  by  the  action 
of  the  Government,  will  be  restored  to  that  equnlity  irtiieh 
a  liberal  policy  cannot  deny  to  fmsrigners,  and  which  a 
wise  Government  iriO  always  derire  to  secure  to  its  own 
citizens. 

An  additional  reason  for  tiie  proposed  change  may  be 
found  in  the  difference  between  the  relative  values  of  gdd 
and  ulver,  as  established  by  different  nations,  and  the  lia- 
bifity  to  error  in  estimating  by  law  the  value  of  foreign 
moneys  of  account  in  those  of  the  United  States.  Thb 
may  be  illustrated  by  referring  to  the  money  rehitions  of 
the  United  States  with  Great  Britain  and  with  PoRugal. 
The  Enf^ish  pound  sterling  is  fixed,  by  law  sA  four  dmbrs 
and  forty-four  cents.  United  States  money,  wlule  it  is  wtnth 
about  four  d<dlars  and  cents;  hence,  the  importer 

of  goods  mvoiced  in  sterlmg  money  payi  a  duty  on  seven 
and  a  half  per  cent.  less  than  they  have  actually  coat.  The 
millrea  of  Portugal  is  established  by  law  at  one  hundred 
and  twenty-four  cents:  its  actual  value  in  United  States 
money  is  lll-j^Yr  cents,  consequently,  the  importer  of 
goods  from  Portugal  pays  du^  on  about  eleven  and  a  half 

Ser  cent,  more  than  their  actual  cost;  which  makes  the 
iffference  between  the  valuation  on  which  dnties  are  im- 

Eosed  at  the  custom-house,  on  goods  imported  from  Enf- 
ind  and  Portugal,  about  nineteen  per  cent,  in  favor  of  the 
importations  from  the  former.  These  discrepancies  as 
well  as  all  those  which  arise  from  the  occamonu  introduc- 
tion of  paper  and  other  currencies  in  foreign  countries, 
whose  proportional  value  to  gold  or  silver  cannot  be  ac- 
curately ascertained,  will  be  avoided  by  adopting  the  T«lue 
of  the  goods  in  tiie  United  States  market  as  the  bans  for 
cbargii^  duties.  This  effoet  of  the  monetaiy  system 
should  of  coarse  be  taken  into  connderation  in  fixing  tbe 
nmoont  of  duty  in  conformity  with  the  proposed  chuige. 
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It  cannot  be  doubted  that  a  rate  of  duty  imposed  in  this 
Ibrm  somewhat  lower  than  the  present,  exclunve  of  the 
allowance  for  Uie  diiference  in  tlw  rooney.  would  not  only 
produce  more  rerenne,  but  give  more  stiUile  and  substantiu 
Mcurity  to  the  interests  of  manuftctures  and  commerce. 

The  only  objections  to  this  change  which  appear  to  have 
weight,  are,  first,  the  difficulty  of  making  so  minute  an 
appraisement  as  would  be  necessary  of  all  the  articles  of 
importation,  without  a  considerable  increase  of  custom- 
house ofRcers;  and,  secondly,  of  making  the  appraise- 
ment uniform  at  all  the  ports.  The  first  may,  it  is  be- 
lieved, be  obviated  by  arran^ng  tbe  goods  into  classes  ac- 
cording to  value^  in  aneli  manner  as  to  render  the  appraise- 
ment not  more  laborious  tban  at  present  'HwBe  being  so 
adjusted  as  not  materially  to  vary  the  rate  of  duty  between 
contiguous  claases,  and  yet  sufHciently  distinct  to  enable 
the  apprwsera  to  assign  each  article,  with  reasonable  ac- 
curacy, to  its  proper  class,  aided  by  an  invoice  of  the  goods 
at  tlieir  value  in  the  Unitnl  States,  to  be  furnished  on  oath 
by  the  importer,  would  secure  all  tlie  facilities  devred  for 
expedition  and  accuracy  in  the  appraisement,  with  but  lit* 
tie  addition  to  tlie  numb^  of  officers  or  the  expenses  of 
Uie  custom-house.  The  second  objection  applies  to  the 
present  system  with  more  force  than  to  that  proposed;  but 
this  difficulty  may  be  removed  by  establiahmg  a  regular 
intercommunication  and  transmission  of  prices  current  and 
samples  between  the  custom-houses,  which  could  not  fail 
to  prevent  abuses,  and  secure  a  more  unifimn  appruse- 
roent  than  when  the  valuation  is  based  on  prices  in  the  fo- 
reign market,  inasmuch  as  it  wUl  be  ea^r  to  aaccrtain  the 
current  prices  at  the  principal  marts  of  commerce  in  the 
United  States  titan  in  those  of  fore^  countries. 

In  recommending  tlicse  important  motUficatinns  in  tlie 
impost  ^-atem,  as  well  as  those  suggested  in  the  last  annual 
repwt,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  it  is  deemed  by 
the  Department  very  undesirable  to  make  frequent  changes 
in  measures  of  public  policy  which  affect  «o  extensively 
individiud  as  well  as  pubUe  interests,  and  that  proceeding 
of  this  nature  should  be  subjected  to  a  carehit  scnitiny, 
and  ample  time  given  by  way  of  notice  to  all  who  may  be 
affected  by  them,  as  well  foretgnen  as  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  before  they  are  carried  into  effect.  But, 
notwithstanding  this  indisposition  to  change,  it  is  proper 
to  remark  thai  much  of  tfie  legislation  upon  this  subject, 
ance  the  act  of  3d  March,  1799,  has  been  adopted  chiefly 
vith  a  view  to  promote  particular  objects  of  special  interest 
pressing  upon  the  Government  at  tiie  moment  of  its  action ; 
Mid  henoe  some  necessary  precautions  for  guarding  the 
revenue,  and  avoiding  the  injuries  liable  to  be  inflicted 
by  the  changes  upon  those  engaged  in  oommerce  and  other 
pursuits,  seem  to  lutve  been  overiookedf  The  approach- 
tog  crisis  in  the  fiscal  policy  of  the  United  States  will  re- 
quire a  revision  of  an  important  part  of  the  system;  and 
tbe  opportunity  will  be  propitioua  for  a  general  review  of 
its  defects.  The  proposed  modifications  are,  therefore, 
now  presented  to  tlie  consideration  of  Congress.  Toaffbrd 
time  for  mature  deliberation,  and  for  collecting  all  the  in- 
rormation  that  may  be  necessary,  if  their  adoption  should 
be  determined  on,  to  reconcile  individual  intereits  witli 
those  of  the  GovernmenL 

All  which  is  reqieetfiiny  submitted. 

8.  D.  INGHAM, 
Setfttmyof  the  Tnantry. 

TaSASUBT  DaUHTXBST, 

DeeOHbw  15,  1830. 


UNITED  STATES'  MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

Wkst  Poikt,  June  24,  1830. 
Sib:  Tlis  Board  of  Vi«ters  to  the  Military  Academy  of 
West  Point,  bavmg  completed  their  examinationw,  I  liere- 
whh  transmit  their  general  report,  upon  the  varioui  sub- 


jects to  which  their  attention  was  c^ledt  blether  with 
tiie  sub-reports  of  the  committees,  upon  which  the  general 
report  was  founded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

UONTFORT  STOKES,  of  N.  C- 
FreaideiUeflMe  Board. 
The  Hon.  Jobs  H.  E^TWir,  Seortary  of  fVar. 

Ujtitm  Statcb'  Miiitabt  Acxnzifr, 

WxsT  PoHTT,  Jum,  1830. 
Honored  by  an  invitation  to  visit  the  United  States*  Mi- 
litary Academy  at  West  Point,  we  have  continued  some 
weeks  induitnoualy  occupied  in  the  arduous^  important, 
and  delightfiil  task  asdgned  to  our  care.  You  requested 
us  to  be  full  and  free  in  our  investigation  of  every  depart- 
ment; we  liave  literally  obeyed  that  injunction,  and  now 
come  respectfully  to  present  tbe  result  of  our  labors,  not 
in  a  Btnun  of  formal  applause,  but  in  candidly' discussing, 
on  their  separate  merits,  a  few  of  the  leading  topics  which 
have  presented  tliemselvet. 

Whoever  has  closely  viewed  this  noble  institution,  must 
feel  a  pride  in  its  existence  and  prosperity)  and  we  trust 
it  is'reserved  for  your  hands,  byafew  ntdieiousalteration^ 
to  model  into  perfection  this  cradle  of  future  warriors  and 
statesmen. 

The  true  value  of  any  institution  can  be  appreciated, 
only  by  comparing  it  with  the  results  which  it  was  ifttended 
to  produce;  we  connder,  then,  that  this  academy  is  ex* 
pected  to  Aimisb  to  tlw  army  a  supply  of  efficient  ofBcers; 
to  the  militia,  an  intermixture  of  well  trained  citizens, 
qualiBedon  emergency  to  disciphne  that  last  and  best  arm 
of  republics;  to  internal  improvement,  a  corps  of  engineers, 
capable  of  giving  wholesome  direction  to  tbe  spirit  of 
enterprise  which  pervades  our  country.  It  ought  to  fur- 
nish science  for  exploring  the  hidden  treasures  of  our 
mountains,  and  ameliorating  the  agriculture  of  our  vaHeys; 
nor  is  it  upon  inert  matter  alone  that  it  ought  to  extend  a 
vivifying  influence.  Inheriting  from  our  varied  ancestry 
the  discordant  characteristicsof  every  people  on  the  gli^e, 
it  yet  remains  to  form  a  specific  and  ul-pervading  diarac- 
ter  for  the  American  nation;  nor  do  we  conceive  any  sum 
method  of  stamping  upon  the  yet  glowing  wax  a  more 
majestic  form,  than  by  sending  into  every  district  young 
men,  emphatically  the  children  of  our  country,  trained  to 
the  manly  exercise  of  arms,  and  imbued  with  the  tastes ' 
of  science  and  literature ;  instnieted  in  the  principles 
andactionof  our  political  system,  and  Uie  living  exemplar 
firom  which  sound  education  may  rear  the  social  edifice. 

These  preliminaries  being  adjusted  in  the  vestibule,  per- 
mit us  to  conduct  you  into  the  interior  of  the  Academy, 
where  we  have  attended  the  examinations  with  assiduous 
diligence. 

It  would  stretch  this  report  to  inordinate  length,  were 
we  to  detail  the  multifarious  points  exanuned:  tiuy  can 
be  foond  on  tbe  programme  of  the  professors.  Suffice  it 
to  say  that,  on  all  branches,  the  answers  were  ready, 
thorough,  evinced  a  fundamental  understanding  of  the 
subject,  and  proved  that  the  judgment  of  the  pupils  had 
been  cultivated,  rather  than  tbrir  memory  superficially 
extended. 

The  art  of  war  is,  and  ouglit  to  be,  the  grand  objeot  of 
attention.  It  naturally  divides  itself  into  three  branches- 
engineering,  artillery,  and  tactics.  "  The  theory  of  each 
is  explained  on  mathematical  prindple^  whether  for  attack 
or  defence,  in  works  or  in  the  field.  Tbe  construction  of 
permament  or  temporaiy  fortificationsi  entrenchment!^ 
with  their  various  uses  and  positionst  movements  and  man- 
ccuvres;  the  effects  and  manufacture  of  various  projeo- 
tiles;  in-short,  every  thing  that  could  impress  the  princi- 
ples, or  illustrate  the  pnetiee  of  B«r,  was  minutely  inuted 
j  on.  Objeetitma  were  raised*  difficulties  were  propo«rd, 
searching  (|uettionB  were  asked;  on  each  aitd  ever}-  pdnt* 
I  the  answers  evinced  tiw  subjects  to  be  well  understood. 
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The  Board*  however,  without  pretending  to  the  knowledge 
of  miUtuy  men,  would  mmeA  whetiier  the  -great  and 
ftloHMt  ezclurive  attention  deroted  to  miUtary  engineering 
ftnd  the  science  of  fortification,  does  net  retren<^  what  is 
due  to  tlie  **  art  militaire"  in  its  most  comprehenajve  sense : 
that  is,  to  grand  tactics,  and  what  may  be  termed  the  stra. 
tegy  of  war.  A  competent  course  of  instruction  in  this 
department  we  conceive  would  require  an  additional  text, 
book,  and  a  regular  course  of  lectures  on  the  art  of  warj 
embracing  for  lUuitntion  descriptions  of  remarkable  bat- 
tles, ihowing  how  they  were  rou^t,  what  excellence  of 
generaUiip  or  atroke  of  geniui  won,  or  what  errors  iMt 
uicm.  Aomttabty  situated,  also,  as  the  school  is,  with  re- 
gard to  its  topographical  advantage*  and  adaptation  to  the 
purpose,  it  would  be  hi^lr  useful  in  perfecting  the  mili- 
tary education  of  the  cadets,  if  they  were  occasionally 
taken  into  the  field,  and  trained  in  the  practtcai  applica- 
tion of  the  science  of  engineering  and  topography,  in 
which  they  are  so  well  instructed  in  theory. 

An  astonishing  proficiency  in  drawing*  proves  tliat  no 
ordinaty  praise  is  due  to  that  department.  Birt  its  charac- 
ter if  entirely  civil,  and  confined  to  the  imitation  of  pictures 
and  ntodels.  la  it  not  essential  that  military  aaeveyon 
should  be  accustomed  to  sketch  nature  readily  and  accu- 
rately from  the  stirrounding  mountains? 

Civil  ei^neering  has  been  also  well  taught,  and  we  lis- 
tened with  much  pkaaure  to  a  discussion  on  the  properties 
and  analysis  of  various  materials;  with  all  the  details  of 
ardie^  bridges,  canals,  locks,  inclined  planes,  roads,  tun- 
nels, rulways,  embankments,  harbors,  he.  We  predict 
that  pupils  of  West  Point  will  deliver  the  countiy  from 
that  quack  engineering  which  has,  in  divers  instances,  in- 
flicted deep  wounds  upon  our  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment. Architecture  receives  due  attention:  Grecian  and 
Roman  models  have  been  procured,  and  our  country  may 
be  embeUidked  by  the  taste  of  the  cadets,  provided  they 
abaiMn  from  imitating  the  building!  in  which  they  are 
taught  ttu^  sraence. 

We  have  made  a  patient  and  minute  inquiry  into  the 
pofice,  discipline,  and  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Military  Aca- 
demy at  West  Piunt.  Considemg  it  to  be  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  wel&rc  and  stability  of  this  valuable  in- 
stitution, that  its  management,  in  these  respects,  should 
exhibit  fidelity  and  sound  judgment;  and  various  dronm- 
-  stances  having  conspved  to  render  tt  denrable  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  that  the  Department  of  War,  and  the  ptiblic 
generally,  should  be  fiilly  satisfied  whether  or  not  this  is 
Uie  case,  we  have  felt  called  upon  to  devote  our  best  at- 
tention to  this  branch  of  investigation.  We  feel  much 
pleasure  in  acknowledging  that  every  fuility  has  been 
given  to  us  by  the  superintendent.  Books  and  documents 
have  been  freely  thrown  open  to  our  iiMpection,  and  every 
individual  concerned  has  fully  and  readily  answered  our 
interrogatcmes. 

For  the  sake  of  preclnon,  our  observationji  will  be  ar- 
ranged under  the  three  8pe<^c  heads:  Police,  Discipline, 
and  Hscal  Concerns. 

Ist  PoUee. — We  visited  every  part  of  the  institution 
that  properly  comes  under  this  head.  In  the  triors'  and 
shoemakers'  shops,  we  examined  the  style  of  making  the 
wiouB  articles  of  clothing  provided  fur  the  cadets.  We 
also  visited  the  shop  of  the  storekeeper,  and  are  Mtisfied 
that  these  establii^ments  are  placed  under  regf^ilations 
well  adapted  to  secure  the  eadeU  from  all  impontions,  and, 
Rt  the  same  time,  to  restrain  them  from  any  needlesA  ex- 
travagance. I'he  mess  hall  and  the  kitchen  were  visited 
several  times  during  meds,  ami  wliile  the  food  was  under 
preparation:  the  bill  of  fiire  and  the  other  regulations  were 
examined.  We  were  ofopimon,  that  alt  the  details  of  the 
establishment  are  so  arranged  as  to  secure  a  cleanly, 
wholesome,  and  abundant  supply  of  fbodi  sad  that  tlie 
duties  of  the  stevftKl  are  performed  in  a  most  exemplary 
■nd  fiutkfiil  maimer.  We  are  no  advocates  of  the  Spartan 


black  broth)  yetitseemsaquestion,whetheryouttwa(^fat 
to  be  accuatoined  to  a  frre  more  generous  than  they  wyi 
prob^ly  find  on  rctuming  to  the  parental  houaebold. 
the  house  asngned  for  the  hospital  service,  the  rooms  and 
the  apothecary's  shop  were  found  in  perfect  twder,  aad 
under  excellent  regulation.  The  building,  however,  was 
esteemed  to  be  inadequate  to  the  acccRnmodation  of  the 
post;  we  were,  therefore,  much  gratified  in  viaiting  the 
new  hospital,  for  which  an  appropriation  was  recentlv 
made  by  Congress^  and  which  is  now  almost  ready  for  oc- 
cupation. It  contains  sufficient  accommodatimi  Sar  tiie 
siek,  together  wiUi  ^louses  for  the  surgeon  Mid  hna  am- 
tant,  ui^er  the  same  roof.  With  the  neatness  and  aolidity 
of  the  building,  the  convenience  of  its  internal  mmmg^ 
ment,  and  the  beauty  of  its  location,  we  were  gretfly 
pleased.  While  pursuing  our  inquiries  in  this  department, 
we  learned;  that  altliough  the  cadets  are  not  liable  to  vio- 
lent and  fatal  diseases,  yet  their  general  hcahh  does  not 
appear  to  be  as  good  as  would  be  expected  from  the  aahi- 
bnty  of  the  place  in  which  they  live,  and  the  attention 
paid  to  their  rood,  cleanliness,  &c.  A  very  great  amooat 
of  medicines,  such  as  are  administered  in  a  torpid  state  of 
the  digestive  organs,  and  in  other  diseases  incident  to  per- 
sons  of  sedentary  and  studious  habits,  is  used  at  this  post. 
The  proportion  is  believed  to  be  much  greater  than  that 
required  fbr  any  other  military  station  belonging  to  tlie 
United  States.  We  esteem  this  to  arise  from  a  want  of 
BufReient  hoiUly  exerose,  and  that  it  exists  principsllv 
during  the  mnter  seaten,  and  in  the  spring.  In  summer 
and  autumn,  the  daily  drills  and  other  excitetncnta  to  bo- 
dily exer^se  are  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  health,  sod 
the  beneficial  result  u  very  obvious:  but  for  nearly  half 
the  year,  the  military  exercises  are  suspended,  and  the 
severe  winter  climate,  in  some  measure,  precludes  fhoK 
of  a  voluntary  nature  The  young  men  are  conaecjuenth' 
obliged  to  pass  at  once  from  an  active  state  to  b^its  sed- 
entary and  studious  in  no  common  degree,  and  tbe  erili 
just  intimated  must  follow  of  course.  In  order  to  alleviate, 
or  entirely  ronove  th«n,  we  are  convinced  that  a  buikhi^ 
sliould  be  erected  adapted  to  winter  drills  and  gymnastic 
exercises;  and  that  they  should  be  regularly  required. 

The  Bauer's  establishment  fell  under  particular  exami- 
nation. Although  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  is  one 
at  this  station,  yet  we  are  fully  convinced  that  its  strict 
regulation  prevents  any  injury  resultii^  frcm  it  to  die 
cadetst  and  that  tbe  sokliers  and  labinvrs,  for  whan  alone 
it  is  wanted,  are  much  less  exposed  to  evil  than  if  they 
were  temptetl,  for  want  of  such  a  place,  to  encourage  the 
secret  introduction  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  the  eatablisb- 
ment  of  shops  for  selling  in  the  neighborhood,  wliicb  would 
be  under  no  control.  We  are  g^ad  to  learn,  that,  tbraagli 
the  instrumentality  of  a  temperance  sotaety,  recently 
formed  among  the  soldiers,  arui  by  other  meaaores  pcu- 
denthr  adopted,  the  consumption  of  spirituous  Uqoon  has 
manifestly  decreased. 

The  hotel,  the  erection  of  which  was  authorised  by  the 
Department  of  War,  has  been  occupied  for  a  year  past, 
and  it  is  at  once  an  ornament  to  the  Point,  and  a  gresi 
accommodation  to  the  numerous  visiters  who  resort  to  it. 
For  many  years  the  want  of  such  an  estabfishment  has 
been  seriously  felt  by  the  inhsbttants  of  the  Poin^  and  bj 
the  many  peisons  who  wne  constantly  lan^rw  there  (iom 
motives  of  ctirtority,  or  to  vint  cadets — tbor  friends  or  re- 
latives. Upon  the  fiinr,  purchased  some  time  sinMby 
the  United  States  there  was,  indeed,  a  tavern,  but  it  was 
useless,  being  altogether  out  of  the  way  of  persons  arriv- 
ing at  the  station,  and  its  purchase  was  rendered  expedi- 
ent, because  it  was  sufficiently  near  the  barracks  to  entice 
the  cadets  to  resort  to  it  The  present  hotel  is  placed  ia 
the  best  noa^ble  porition  for  iae  accommodation  of  visitr 
ers,  and  it  is  under  suc^  jndieioas  reguMion^  tbat  no  iu- 
oonrenienee  can  be  reasimaUir  s|ifn*heiid«d  from  it. 

3d.  Aiae^W.— Wc  at  first  experienoed  some  little  be- 
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ntatkm  st  entering  minutelj  into  this  ptrt  of  our  mrciiti- 
g»tion,lest  it  migbt  bor  the  appeannce  of&n  unwamiiN 
ed  diatnut  of  the  superintendent  and  the  academic  stafiT; 
but,  conaiderinfr  the  Uepartment  of  War  and  the  country 
at  lai^  hare  a  right  to  full  and  explicit  information  upon 
this,  as  upon  every  other  point  connected  with  the  man- 
agement of  the  Academy,  and  that  the  Bo»d  of  Visiten 
are  lent  here  far  the  purpose  of  obtainht^  and  eommuin- 
cating  this  information,  we  erteentedoiuwlvea  under  obli- 
gation to  proceed.  We  regard  it  as  no  more  than  justice 
to  the  anpcrir.tendent  to  say,  thst,  so  far  from  having  any 
unwillingness  tn  being  interrogated'  upon  this  head,  he  so- 
licited, in  the  most  frank  and  honorable  manner,  a  full  and 
mimite  inquiry.  He  made  a  lucid  statement  of  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  evety  part  of  the  discipline  of  the  aca* 
demy  is  conducted,  and  also  exhibited  the  books  and  re- 
gisters ia  which  all  the  proceedings  relating  to  it  u«  pre- 
served. These  we  examined,  and  asked  and  received  fiiU 
information  ujpon  every  point  which  required  elucidation. 
The  ddiberate  judgment  at  which  we  have  arrived  is,  that 
no  discipline  could  be  established  upon  sounder  princi- 
ples, nor  administered  with  greater  Icindnesa,  diacrimina- 
tion»  justice,  and  decision,  t&n  that  of  the  Military  Aca- 
demy at  West'Point  Certain  rules  for  conferring  appro- 
bation or  administering  reproof  are  laid  down,  welfknown. 
Mid  understood  by  the  corps  of  cadets.  It  is  believ^ 
to  be  imposs-ble  that  any  one  of  them  should  fall  under 
censure  without  having  had  previous  and  ample  warning. 
Whether  or  not  the  custom  of  instituting  courts  martial 
to  try  the  cadets  for  certain  offences,  should  be  continued, 
or,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  g^ve  tbis  authority 
entirely  to  the  academic  staff,  we  arc  not  prepared  to  ex- 
press a  sentiment.    We  have  no  hesitation,  however,  in 

g'ving  the  decided  opinion,  that  sentences  passed,  after  a 
II  and  impartial  investigation,  should  be  siistainedt  and, 
that  a  case  must  be  extreme,  indeed,  to  warrant  its  b«ng 
suspended  or  reversed.  We  are  satisfied  that  such  occur- 
rences have  a  tendency  to  weaken  discipline,  and  bring 
wholesome  authority  into  contempt,  and  that  if  irequentfy 
repeated  they  would  produce  efTects  the  most  injurious  to 
the  true  interests  of  the  Academy. 

There  is  in  successful  operation  a  very  thorough  system 
of  classifying  the  cadets,  and  registering  thnr  roative 
standing,  botlfas  ttrespecta  generM deportment  and  pro* 
fictency  in  the  various  studies.  This  information  is  tnns- 
mitted  to  the  Department  of  War,  in  the  former  case, 
every  month,  and,  in  the  latter  case,  every  week. 
this  effective  and  judicious  system,  the  public  authon- 
ties  are  almost  as  fully  and  minutely  infbnned  of  the  re- 
lative merits  of  the  cadets,  and  of  uie  general  condition 
of  the  national  sehocdi  as  they  could  be  were  it  establish- 
ed at  the  seat  of  Government.  The  only  su^estion 
which  the  committee  has  to  offer,  under  tMs  head,  is, 
that,  if  practJcabte,  the  parents  and  guardians  of  young 
men  at  the  Academy,  should  have  official  information  con- 
cerning their  conduct  and  standing  at  stated  periods,  and 
especially  that  tinwly  warning  should  be  ^ven  when  oulets 
extiibit  a  tendency  to  such  neglect  of  study,  or  irregularity 
of  deportment,  as  mil  subject  them  to  censuK,  or  such 
natnnil  incapacity  as  renders  them  unfit  to  receive  the 
pnblic  patronage.  We  are  satisfied  diat,  whenever  such 
information  has  been  requested  by  parents  or  guasdians, 
it  has  been  g^ven  by  the  superintendent  |m>mptiy  and 
frankly.  But,  if  given  universally  and  statedly,  it  would 
impose  upon  the  superintendent  an  amount  of  correspond- 
ence which,  in  addition  to  his  other  wei^^  and  responn^ 
ble  duties,  it  wobid  be  next  to  imposMble  to  execute,  even 
under  the  impulse  xif  his  well  known' and  devoted  zeal  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  Academy.  If  the  present  sugges- 
tion then  be  entertained,  some  general  plans  must  be 
adopted  for  carrying  it  into  effect,  and  the  superintendent 
must  have  the  requisite  assistance.  It  may  be  worthy  of 
the  serious  connderation  of  Ihe  Department  of  War,  wbe- 
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ther  such  a  measure  would  not  be  jiut  in  ^If,  as  aSevkt- 
ingthe  anxieties  of  parents  and  guardians^  and  also  expe- 
dient, as  having  a  tendency  to  prevent  or  remove -such  * 
prejudices  against  the  academy  as  have  been  excited  in 
the  minds  of  those  to  whom  the  information  of  tte  serious 
delinquency  of  their  cluldren  or  w»ds|^bBs  been  communi- 
cated witliout  previous  wanung. 

Sd.  Fiae^  eoncems.— We  have  not  be«n  less  ^igeat 
and  minute  in  our  inquiiies  under  this  bcwd,  tlisn  under 
those  which  have  precededt  on  the  etmtrary,  if  investiga- 
tions have  been  more  thorough  upon  any  one  point  than 
<  upon  another,  they  have  taken  place  upon  that  now  under 
consideration.  Having  leamea  that  trie  attention  (^pre- 
vious Boards  had  not  been  specially  called  to  this  subject, 
we  thought  that  a  time  had  arrived  when,  with  advantage 
to  the  service,  and  with  satisfaction  to  those  partieulany 
concerned,  and  to  tiie  oountty  generally,  the  fiscal  con- 
eenis  of  the  Academy,  not  on^  for  the  past  year,  but  for 
a  number  of  ^ears,  might  be  thoroughly  examined. 

We  have  visited  the  office  of  the  quartermaster,  and,  as 
fkt  as  his  department  is  connected  wittt  the  Academy,  (and 
to  this  only  coultl  otir  attention  be  directed  with  proprie- 
ty^) we  are  fully  satisfied  that  it  is  well  conducted}  the 
^stem  by  vluch  the  various  books  are  kept  is  vety  com- 
plete; and  we  have  noopituon  toexpressbutthat  of  entire 
approbation.  The  office  of  the  treasure-  and  paymaster 
more  fully  employed  our  attentitm,  as  in  this  office  are 
kept  the  accounts  of  expenditure  amongst  the  cadets,  and 
of  receipts  and  disbursenrents  relating  particularly  to  West 
Point.  We  will  first  express,  in  general  terms,  not  am- 
ply our  approbation,  but  oar  admiration  of  the  accurate 
and  neatness  with  which  the  whole  business  of  tbis  office 
is  conducted.  In  the  circular  letter  received  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  War  by  the  members  of  the  Board,  it  is  suggest- 
ed to  inquire  p»rtieular1y  into  the  fiscal  concerns  ot  the 
Academy:  as,  however,  the  receipt  and  disbursement  of 
the  pay  of  the  cadets,  and  of  other  appropriations  made 
by  Congress,  is  ref[ularly  examined  in  another  quarter, 
we  supposed  that  it  was  principally  incuntbent  upon  us 
to  examine  relatively  to  the  mon^s  wluch  might  arise 
from  the  pn^erty  of  the  United  States  at  the  Pomt  itself 
As  regard  the  cadets,  their  aoeounis  are  kept  with  great 
precinont  they  have  to  pass  such  repeated  examinatioi^ 
and  are  so  effectually  cheeked,  that  it  seems  hardly  witlua 
the  limit  of  posribifi^  that  any  individual  of  the  corps 
should  suffer  loss,  or  be  permitted  to  indulge  in  extrava- 
gance. Each  one  has  a  pass  book,  b^ng  a  transcript  of 
his  accoimt  on  the  books  of  the  office;  he  has,  also,  a  simi- 
lar book  for  his  running  account  with  the  different  trades- 
people. No  bill  is  dischoi^ed  unkss  it  has  the  ugnature 
of  the  cadet  himself,  in  testimony  of  its  correetnesst  nor 
can  he  procure  an^  artide  of  dress,  or  otherwise  ^"^^ 
by  express  permission,  under  the  hand  of  the  superintera- 
ent.  We  were  fiilly  satisfied  in  these  particuhrs.  <^ 
attention  was  then  directed  to  the  state  of  the  pubUe  pn> 
per^  at  this  post.  We  found  in  the  books  accounta  ope»' 
ed  with  two  different  funds,  called  the  land  fund  and  the 
school  fund.  The  former  was  commenced  by  virtue  of 
authority  derived  from  the  Secretary  ttf  War^  and  eooiBu- 
nicated  to  the  Mperintendent  from  the  Bngineer  Depart* 
ment,  in  a  letter  from  Genetal  Macomb,  baring  date  De-' 
oember  30,  1^.  It  appears  tbatthe  present  superinten* 
dent,  findii^  that  a  considerable  saving  might  be  made  of 
small  amounts  derived  from  the  public  doimun,  which  had 
previously  been  lost  or  thrown  into  the  treasuiy  without 
discrimination,  suf^^ested  to  the  Engineer  Department  the 
aq>edieney  of  rumg  a  fiind  from  the  same.  The  idea 
was  commuiucated  to  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  was  approved 
by  Um,  and  the  superintendent  du^  antbioized  to  make 
the  proceeds  arising  from  the  public  domain  at  West  Poin^ 
by  selling  wood,  hoop  poles,  &c.  &c.  a  separate  fund,  to 
be  applied  to  die  benefit  of  the  institution.  From  this 
source,  and  from  the  rent  irfcert^^abRc  buiWnKS  oeeu- 
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pied  by  penoni  living  at  West  Fmnt,  this  fund  was  accu- 
mulated. We  ezamined  the  books  relntin^  to  its  very 
oripn,  ftnd  followed  up  the  accounts  to  the  present  period. 
We  believe  that  evtxj  sinj^e  srtlcle  of  receipt  and  expen- 
diture came  under  our  notice  and  inspection.  The  wood 
was  Kid  to  peraons  wbot  under  contracts  regularly  enter- 
ed int(^  and  communicated  to  the  Kngineer  Depurtment^ 
bought  it  on  condition  of  receiving  half  the  proceeds  for 
cuttuig  it  down  and  carrying  it  to  market,  'riiese  pro- 
ceeds are  regubriy  entered  in  the  books.  In  some  in- 
stances this  wood  was  purchased  from  the  contractors  by 
the  quartermaster  for  the  United  States*  service,  and  upon 
reasonable  terms.  On  this  point  we  have  to  observe,  that 
the  fuel  purchased  for  tiie  use  of  the  station,  during  the 
administration  of  the  present  superintendent^  has  been 
procured  upon  terms  connderably  more  favorable  than  at 
any  previous  period.  By  strict  economy  and  good  manage- 
ment the  amount  of  sixteen  thousand  three  hundred  and 
forty-six  dollars  and  eighty-fnur  cents  has  thus  been  secured 
to  t^e  United  States.  U  ha<)  been  expended  in  erecting 
a  kitchen  to  be  attached  to  the  cadet's  mess  roomt  in  con- 
stmctingbarrscks,  which  were  much  needed  for  the  mu- 
sicians m  the  band;  and  the  balance,  of  eight  thousand  se- 
ven hundred  and  thirteen  dollars,  has  been  appropriated 
to  building  the  hotel  above  mentioned. 

The  school  fund  has  been  raised  from  the  profits  ac- 
cruing from  the  sutler's  establisliment.  It  has  been  ex- 
pended in  erecting  two  school  houses,  and  in  pai-tly  main- 
taining teachers  for  tiie  children  of  the  soldiers  upon  the 
Point,  and  others  counted  with  tite  pubhc  service.  A 
small  amount  of  this  fund  has  been  transferred,  for  a  time, 
to  the  land  fiindt  but  is  to  be  returned  when  the  charge 
for  building  the  hotel  i;  lit^uidated- 

The  station  at  West  Pomt  has  been  greatly  benefited 
in  several  respects,  and  espeaally  by  the  erection  of  a  large, 
commodious,  and  handsome  hotel,  whici]  commands  ttie 
united  approbation  of  all  who  have  seen  it,  and  which 
every  person,  at  all  acquainted  witli  the  situation,  regards 
as  having  been  a  measure  of  indispensablenecessity.  The 
whole  cost  of  the  hotel  is  seventeen  thousand  two  hundred 
and  tw«n^.az  dollsrs  and  twelve  cents;  of  this  sum,  five 
thousand  ei|^t  hundred  and  lunety-five  dollars  and  thirty- 
leven  cents  are  yet  unpud.  This  balance,  however,  is 
rapidly  decreanng  by  the  proceeds  of  the  land  fiind,  and 
the  rent  of  the  hotel.  When  tliis  balance  shall  have  been 
entirely  liquidated,  the  whole  rent  of  the  hotel,  which  can 
never  be  less  than  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and 
perhaps  more,  will  be  available  to  meet  expen^tures  for 
the  post  acbool^  the  library  of  the  academy,  and  for  other 
valuable  objects  connected  with  it.  From  this  statement 
it  will  be  obvious  that  no  common  degree  of  credit  is  due 
to  the  superintendent,  for  his  watchful  care  over  the  pub- 
lic interests,  and  for  the  good  judgment  with  which  they 
have  been  managed,  ^'or  these  impM-tant  objecls  the 
Government  has  not  been  called  upon  to  make  a  single 
appropriation,  nor  have  been  exposed  to  any  expense 
whatever.  The  whole  has  been  accomplished  by  a  rig^d 
teonomy  of  monrccs  which  miglit  have  disappeared  by 
nej^ect,  without  the  knowledge  of  any  ohe,  ana  which  in 
some  degree  bad  disappeared,  until  arrangements  were 
made  by  the  present  superintendent  to  preserve  and  in- 
crease them,  until  they  amounted  to  a  fund  adequate  to 
the  accomplishment  of  the  above  valuable  purposes. 

We  therefore  cannot  satisfy  our  feelings  without  ex- 
pressing our  unqualified  approbation  of  the  faithful  and 
judicious  conluct  of  the  superintendent.  We  would  es- 
teem It  an  insult  to  his  well  earned  and  well  sustained  re- 
putation, as  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honor,  to  give  him 
our  public  meed  of  approbation  for  his  integrity  in  con- 
ducting these  measures.  This  can  never  for  a  moment  be 
impeached,  from  any  quarter  reputable  in  itself  or  deserv^ 
ii^  notice,  from  its  infonnatlon  upon  the  subject.  We, 
however,  with  propriety,  can  repeat  our  judgment,  tliat 


the  land  fund  and  the  school  fund  have  been  raised  and 
increased  by  the  exercise  of  strict  economy,  and  have  been 
disbursed  for  v  aluable  and  substantial  improvements,  with 
good  taste  and  sound  judgment.- 

Hftving,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  preceding  review, 
nunutel^  examined  the  ptdice  aud  fiscal  deputmenU  of 
die  institution,  we  consider  it  due  to  the  gentlemen  IHEiig 
these  departments,  to  expre^  our  unanimous  and  warm 
approbation  of  the  system,  order,  and  eflidency,  with  which 
the  dutie.1  of  the  military  staff*  of  the  post  are  discliarged. 

We  have  the  satisfaction  of  declaring  that,  after  a  pa- 
tient and  minute  investigation  of  the  internal  p<^e,  the 
discipline,  and  the  fiscal  eoncemsofthe  Military  Acade- 
my at  West  Point,  we  find  nothing  to  disapprove,  little  to 
stiggest,  and  very  much  to  commend. 

Warftre,  commencing  on  ^le  ferocious  onset  of  savage 
barhariaiis,  rose  gradual  with  civilization  into  an  art,  in^ 
since  the  invention  of  gunpowder,  has  assumed  the  dignity 
of  a  science,  based  upon  mathematics  and  natural  philoso- 
phy. As  such  it  is  treated  at  West  Point.  Without 
troubling  you  with  a  detail  of  the  numerous  ramifications 
through  which  the  study  is  followed,  we  ritall  only  state 
that  we  have  heard  with  interest  and  pleasure  a  rery  pro- 
tracted examination  upon  all  the  leading  topics  ofalgcbn, 
siir\'eying,  shades  and  shadows,  perspective,  spherical  pro- 
jections, and  the  calculi.  These,  with  a  long  list  of  other 
performances,  form  a  mathematical  exercise,  surpaasii^ 
in  extent  and  accuracy  the  course  (we  believe}  of  any 
otiicr  academic  institution.  While  we  pay  a  merited  tri- 
bute to  the  learning  and  asslduit}'  of  the  preceptor^  and 
the  tdent  and  <tiligence  of  the  pupils,  we  must  rematk 
that  tliis  appc&ra  to  us  a  pursuit  of  somewhat  aU-engros*. 
ing  characjer.  To  a  certain  extent,  mathematics  are  in- 
dispensable, and  must  occupy  much  time,  but  beyond  that 
universal  test,  utility,  we  thmk  they  ought  to  give  pbee 
to  studies  of  equal  importance.  Mechanics,  optics,  elec- 
tricity, astronomy,  aud  other  branches  of  natural  philose- 
phj',  next  occupied  our  attention;  and  we  consider  Ibem 
taught  with  a  success  as  jfreat  as  possible  with  a  very  fimit. 
ed  apparatus.  Considenng  the  high  importance  of  these 
subjects,  an  appropriation  for  this  specific  purpose  would 
be  well  judged  liberality. 

We  think  that  some  modifications  might  be  beneficially 
adopted  in  the  apportionment  of  attention  allotted  to  each 
branch  of  study.  Mathematics  are  indisputably  the  ba«s 
of  military  science,  and  we  would  by  no  means  disparage 
a  bmnch  of  study  of  such  pre-eminent  importance-  But 
mathematics  arc  not  the  alpha  and  omega  of  tlie  art  of 
war.  Few  minds  are  competent  to  graip,  and  still  fewer 
to  carry  into  their  hi^^est  application,  the  recondite  pro- 
powtions  of  that  science.  'Nor  is  this  probably  requisite. 
To  a  certiun  extent,  such  inquiries  arc  of  paramount  im- 
portance; but  we  doubt  whether  it  be  essential  to  the  for- 
mation of  an  efficient  officer,  tliat  he  be  able  to  solve  every 
question  on  the  equation  of  osculatury  circles.  Let  full 
scope  be  still  afforded  to  genius  of  this  iqiccios,  as  oficn  as 
it  is  discovered,  and,  when  sufficiently  matuml,  Ut  its 
claims  be  allowed  a  preference  in  the  engineer  and  artil* 
lery  coi-ps;.  but  let  us  not  destroy  talent,  in  its  other  beau- 
tiful and  useful  forms,  by  clipping  it  into  triangles  and 
parallelograms.  There  are  other  quaVificaUons  of  the  citi- 
zen) warrior,  characters  never  tobe  separated,)  to  which  we 
recommend  increased  attention;  convinced,  as  we  are,  that, 
in  the  conduct  of  war,  gemus  of  the  highest  order  fre- 
quently exists,  without  tliat  peculiar  bent  wtuch  leads  to 
excellence  in  mathematics. 

Destined  to  become  depositaries  of  a  poa'er,  in  its  nature 
arbitrary,  ought  not  those  interesting  youths  to  be  early 
taught  to  appreciate  the  principles,  and  venerate  the  au- 
thority of  law;  and  through  the  kindly  medium  of  philoso- 
phy, to  view  their  duties  and  relations  towards  friends  and 
country?  Circumscribed  by  quarters,  garrisons,  and  camps, 
oii^t  not  the  studies  of  language  uid  literaliire  to  afford 
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them,  in  the  iiiimiita  of  cultivated  taste,  some  refujfe  from 
the  tedium  of  indolenccj  or  the  eKcitements  of  conviviality  ? 
Are  histoiT  and  geography  as  nothing  amongst  the  quaii- 
llcattons  m  an  accompliriied  MkHer?  Under  tiich  imprea- 
HOns,  we  bare  passed*  with  undiminUied  intercat,  from 
the  laws  of  matter  and  motion,  to  the  mentatfields  of  ethics, 
rhetoric,  and  langu^e.  Upon  international  law,  as  well 
ma  upon  the  spirit,  provisions,  and  operation  of  Hie  federal 
constitation,  the  cadets  have  exhibited  a  very'  competent 
knowledge;  bat  this  branch  might  be  pu^ed  with  advan- 
tage into  a  much  wider  inquiry — the  philosophy  of  govern- 
ment in  its  element^  and  political  economy  in  its  adminis- 
tntion.  -  In  ethici^  the  arawen  were  accurate,  ^h^ted, 
and  gave  eameit  that  their  dnties,  as  men  and  oitizcns, 
are  wdl  understood.  We  find  no  bult  with  the  selection 
of  word^  the  turn  of  exprenton,  or  the  grammatical  con- 
struction] under  vhieh  ideas  were  expressedf  yet  some 
little  attention  mig^t  be  directed  to  these  particulars.  In 
the  place  of  liietoric,  there  is  a  chasm  to  be  filled  up,  as 
fiir  as  mny  useful  purposes  demand*  with  a  very  siicoinct 
conrae.  FsciKty  and  grace  in  EngU^  composition  are 
the  results  of  habit;  and  young  men  ought  to  be  exercised 
in  committing  their  thou^ts  to  pAper.  We  therefore  re- 
commend, tlutt  subjects  tor  short  essays  be  given  weekly 
to  students  of  the  first  class. 

Although  tlie  dead  languages  may  not  form  an  object  of 
primary  importance,  nevertheless  they  whose  previfius 
oducation  IimI  proceeded  upon  this  basis,  ought  not  to  be 
mfTered  to  throw  away  acquirements  costing  so  much  time. 
Greek  may  be  superfluous,  but,  following  the  cxiunple  of 
English  military  schools,  Latin,  if  known,  ought  not  to  be 
forgotten. 

Our  institutions  contemplate  Ihe  soldier  as  something 
better  than  a  mere  machine  for  fracturing  human  limbs. 
Peace  is  the  genius  and  natural  state  ofthe  American  Gor- 
emmentt  war  is  only  an  exception  to  the  general  rule:  the 
cadets  ou^^it,  therefore,  to  be  trained  to  maintain  their 
mnk  in  civil  as  well  as  mifitaiy  life.  But  this  cannot  be 
accwnplished  without  some  school  library  of  cheap  edt- 
tkms  of  English  classical,  lustwicali  And  miscellaneous 
woAs,  whicli  mi^t  be  made  to  circulate.  A  sUght 
monthly  examination  in  geognpby  and  litsttay  would 
enable  the  professor  to  ^ve  proper  direction  to  this  branch. 

Antrtlier  difficulty  is  here^'encountered.  No  professor 
can  thoroughly  discuss  his  subject  without  reference  to 
autiiorities,  and  no  student  can  successfullv  follow  a  chun 
ofreMoninr,  if  sO  inquiry  be  limited  within  the>^namw 
pTcdnots  91  a' textbook.  At  every  step  cc^ateral  views 
arise,  which  cannot  be  pursued  without  access  to  a  libra- 
ry— an  arsenal,  whicti  ought  to  contain  every  intellectual 
weapon.  A  library  there  is,  rich  in  all  that  regards  mili- 
tary or  physical  science;  but  we  seek  in  vain  for  the  vo- 
lumes or  intellectual  knowledge.  The  professor  has  done 
much,  bttt  he  has  done  it  from  private  funds;  and  we  lub- 
mit  whether  pi^lic  liberality  should  not  afford  a  small  ap- 
propriation for  books  'on  moral  and  Utenuy  timics.  To 
read  the  French  with  tolerable  distinctness^  and  to  trans- 
late it  with  facility,  are,  perhaps,  all  that  is  necessary  in 
that  language;  and  these  objects  have  been  successfully 
pursued.  Accurate  pronunciation  and  ready  expression 
can  only  be  acquired  by  long  intercourse  with  native^ 
and  are  neither  absoliitely  requirite  nor  entirely  attainable 
sit  the  Aoadanqri  but,  as  the  languid  is  taught  by  the 
most  comiketent  instnictor^  such  increased  attention  to 
|Honandation  as  will  not  m^erially  augment  the  time  con- 
sumed in  the  study,  is  deemed  expe<Uent. 

Having  recommended  some  eztetmon  of  the  scheme  of 
instruction,  we  natundly  look  for  the  means  by  which  it 
can  be  accomplished.  The  cadets  are  already  tasked  to 
the  extreme  of  thor  powers,  and  it  would  be  unreasona- 
ble to  impose  additional  sUuUei^  onless  some  modification 
be  adopted  in  the  mathrmstical  department,  or  htf^er 
qualifUxtions  be  exiotcd  ftr  adrnkiion,  or  the  oowae  be 


[prolonged  to  five  years.  Aunionofthe  first  and  last  of 
tliess  altemntivee  miglit  be  salutary,  and  would  grant  an 
additional  hour  daily  for  those  exercises,  on  which  the 
bodily,  nay,  mental  vigor  of  yoath,  so  essentially  de-« 
pend.  Perhaps  a  school  for  preparing  b(rrs,  during  one 
year  before  their  admission  to  the  rank  of  cadet,  woulA 
meet  every  difficulty — «are  being  taken  to  admit  none 
whose  extreme  youth  renders  it  improbable  that  they  can 
readily  imbibe  in&truction.  Sixteen  years  seems  the  low- 
est age  at  which  a  boy  should  be  admitted  as  cadet. 

Considering  the  disadvantages  under  which  the  depart- 
ment of  chemistry  labors,  the  examination  upon  that  sdcnee 
and  military  pyrotechny,  wau  creditable  alike  to  the  IB- 
slnictors  and  pupils.  Not  only  the  room  appropriated  for 
this  department,  but  the  chemical  products  and  mataials 
are  insuiRdent;  and  these  pursuits  are  of  importance  suf- 
ficient to  merit  increased  consideration.  A  permanent 
professor,  with  adeqiutte  rank  and  emolument,  additionBl 
rooms,  and  an  increased  apparatos,  shotdd  be  allowed: 
the  value  of  these  three  requUtiona  bang  in  the  order 
in  which  we  state  them. 

The  application  of  mineraloffy  and  geology  to  the  *'att 
militaire,"  may  not  be  of  ind^ensable  importance;  but 
if  a  large  portion  of  the  cadeta  are  destined  to  act  as  civil 
engineei's,  and  to  assist  in  developing  the  natural  resources 
of  the  countr>',  then  these  science.^  assume  a  new  as- 
pect. Some  of  us  have  seen  beds  of  the  most  valuable 
minerals,  which  had  faun  neglected  and  unknown,  brought 
to  light  and  utility  by  the  cursory  survey  of  a  well  eou- 
CHted  engiiieer. 

The  semor  class  of  the  cadets'was  exercised  in  cannon 
and  mortar'firing;  their  shot  and  shells  were  thrown  with 
surprising  accuracy,  and  could  scarcely  have  been  excel- 
led by  veteran  gunners.  The  whole  corps  was  carried 
throug^i  a  series  of  artillery  and  infimtry  evolutions,  and 
performed  all  its  RMn'emeiits  with  a  readiness  and  precision 
which  evinced  thorough  instructioiij  praeticiHy  as  well  as 
theoretically,  llie  muscular  steadineas-and  machine  fike 
uniformity  of  a  disciplined  regiment  are  nnattnnable  hy 
youthful  Umbs,  but  in  their  celerity  and  accuracy  of  move- 
ment are  vi^le  the  elements  of  niture  proficiency.  Al- 
though divested  of  much  of  the  pomp  and  circumstance 
of  war,  the  general  effect  was  truly  miUtairy.  Having  re- 
viewed tlje  pupils,  we  now  turn  to  the  preceptors;  and 
the  first  consideration  which  presents  itself  is  the  vital 
importance  of  conunanding  the  services  of  men  qualified 
in-the  Ugheit  - degree.  In  this  happy  country  the  field 
is  unbounded  for  the  employment  oftdent  and  Industry; 
and  tf  any  institution  renise  an  adequate  remunen^on, 
others  are  ready  to  attract  able  men  by  more  liberal  offers. 
In  this  respect,  there  is  ground  to  apprehend  a  deteriora- 
tion subversive  of  the  credit  and  value  of  the  Academy. 
WUIe  the  institution  at  West  Pcunt  exacts  dn^es  tbobc 
extenuve  and  nMWeharasnng  than  perhaps  any  othersem- 
inary,  we  are  constrained  to  say  that  Uie  emohiiacnta  of 
its  instractors  are  betow  the  general  seale.  Of  theae 
troths  a  ptaotical  nhistt«tien  arose  belbtfe  «•  intiie.diitiii- 
gaished  professor  of  en|faieeriii9>  whab  it  h  probabich 
qiuts  Ae  establishiiKnt  for  the  emptoymentof  ^ptinta 
company. 

A  short  inquiry  mil  satisfy  you  on  these  points,  as  well 
for  the  increase,  as  for  the  equaUxation  of  saluies.  -  Hera 
let  OS  add,  that,  after  a  strict  inquiry  into  the  "^mtr  in 
which  the  authority  of  the  supenntendent  is  eKccdaed 
over  the  cadets,  &e  Board  is  gratified  to  find  thatauthor- 
ity  administered  in  a  auaner  as  parental  and  indulgent  u 
would  comport  with  a  proper  eaforcement  of  the  kws  of 
the  academy,  and  with  the  tme  interest  ofthe  pupil.  In 
this  point  of  viev,  as  welt  as  in  all  ottiers,  the  Ututed 
States  liare  been  peculiariy  fortunate  in  the  getttlenan 
who  presides  over  the  institution. 

If  health  and  vigor  be  neceasny  to  ihc  prosecuticm  of 
ai^  obje^  it  it  pccufiwiy  indispenvdile  thiA,tiia«ariy 
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training  of  a  aoldier  diould  conduce  to  the  primary  quali- 
ties of  endurance,  atrength,  actirily,  and  haroihood.  While 
we  pajr  a  tribote  of  applaiiae  to  the  mental  ^acipline  of 
the  Acadmiyi  we  think  that  the  zeal  of  acience  haa  over- 
looked aomewhat  ofthe  attention  due  to  that  homely  ada^ 
that  a  aound  body  ia  moat  frequently  the  domicil  of  a  sound 
mind.  We  would  therefore  renew  the  recommendation 
to  a  ftMioer  Board,  that  proriwon  be  made  for  proper  in- 
struction in  borseroanship,  and  that  increased  attention  be 
Erected  to  the  exercise  of  the  sword.  These  are  parts  of 
a  regular  traimngin  many  private  acAdeqiic%  u»  aeem 
peculiarly  indiapenmble  in  a  military  cstablishmeiit.  It 
may  be  true  that  most  boys  can  ride  and  handle  a  weapon 
witti  tolerable  dexterity  t  but  the  &te  of  a  battle  fivqueni- 
ly  depends  upon  the  bmsenianahip  of  an  aid-de-campi 
and  an  ofBeer's  only  weapon  of  ofl*enoe  attd  defence  is  his 
-swMd{  and  we  si^mtt,  tliat  qualities  upon  which  may  fre- 
quently depend  the  success  of  an  operation,  or  the  hfc  of 
an  individual  ou^t  not  to  be  left  to  the  hazard  and  awk.- 
wardneN  of  self  mstmetion.  These  are  attainable  in  per- 
fection only  by  the  iBexible  muscles  youth,  and  mig^t 
be  so  arra^^  as  to  form  a  healthy  relaxation  from  seden- 
tary occupations.  We  therefore  recommend  that  a  biukl- 
mgbe  erected  for  horseman^ip,  the  sword,  and  gymuas- 
tic  exercises.  Ri^ht  thousand  dollars  appear  to  us  an  in- 
dispensable provision  for  that  object. 

In  thia  place  we  may  cursorily  remark,  tlut,  for  a  utu- 
atkm  so  highly  favored  by  nabire,  and  intended  to  become 
one  of  our  monaments  »  national  grewknem^  some  arclii- 
teetural  deugn  is  much  wanted.  Wlieii  a  new  biulding  is 
erected,  it  mould  be  upon  a  site  and  after  some  mcKlel 
which  may  form  part  of  a  general  effect;  whereas,  under 
the  present  system,  the  eye  is  greeted  only  by  the  appear- 
ance of  a  somewhat  irregular  village. 

West  Poiut  is  an  academy  strictly  national,  founded  for 
the  benefit,  and  aupported  by  the  UberaliW  of  the  people 
at  large.  We  have  scrutinized  with  jealousy,  «id  per- 
ceivM  no  ground  for  invnuating  that  the  diatrihutiaw  of 
cadetsUps  u  the  appendage  of  power  or  the  tool  of  pi^itical 
patronage.  Yet  it  must  not  be  concealed  that  from  nicb 
a  prejuwce,  widely  (Usseminated,  has  ori|pioated  much  of 
the  diuatisfiiotioii  mamfcsted  towards  the  institution.  An 
evident  method  presents  itself  to  obviate  such  objections, 
and  place  the  establishment upfm  itsproper  popular  baws. 
Let  a  youth  be  selected  from  each  Congresaionul  district, 
a  bona  fide  inhabitant  witUn  that  geographical  tnrcle,  and 
in  all  cases  never  to  be  replaced  but  by  one  similarly  quali- 
fied. But  a  wide  margin  should  be  left  for  the  tons  tn  de- 
ceased officers  and  the  discretion  of  tlie  War  Department, 
tiet  tiib  be  represented  by  two  cadets  from  each  State 


in  your  control,  you  will  render  one  of  the  beat  aervicea 
to  your  country  which  your  b^i  trust  can  enable  you  to 
perform.  The  extension  of  its  benefits,  either  by  tiie  en- 
largement of  the  capadhr  and  resources  ctf  thia  achodl 
or  by  the  eatabfisbmeni  or  a  secom^  in  adifletentand^ 
tant  part  of  the  Union,  wwild  be  one  of  the  most  substan- 
tial public  benefits  which  could  mark  your  diatiogniibcd 
administration,  or  be  conferred  up«i  our  country  by  the 
National  Councik- 

AU  of  which  is  tespectfiiity  aubmitted. 

UoarroBs  Stokis,  Nordi  Carolina. 

Job*  M.  WaiBWMoaTf  Mew  York. 
Jaxxa  M.  HAsew,  Virgmia. 
Jobs  Towhbbbd,  New  ¥<n'k. 
Jawxs  Sbahkoit,  Kentucky. 
W.  W.  Sa^Toir,  Ci^  of  Waafaiiiflaa. 
Wk.  G.  Uickessor,  Teoneaice. 
S»acKB  PsTTia,  Miasouri. 
FnuiuiK  Bacbb,  Pennsjrlnma. 
SaxoBb  E^WABDs,  Pemu^lnnU. 
S-  FiKDUT,  Kentucky. 
8.  STUJ.S,  Kentuc^. 
Geo.  p.  McCru«cB»  New  Jency, 
Seaviary  •/  ike  JBoa^ 

MEMORIAL  OF  THE  CHEROKEE  INDIANS. 
vbxsehtbd  to  corobess  jaxvabt  18,  1831. 

Tb  (he  Honorable  Senate  and  Hm»e  of  RgBvaeniathet  «f 
the  United  Staiea  of  Jmeriea  in  Congraa  aacmblfd- 

Tbe  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  delegation  from  the 
Cherokee  nation  east  of  the  Hissiasippi,  thereto  e^- 
cially  instruieted  by  their  nation,  respectfully  showctb 
unto  your  honorable  bodies  the  afflictive  giievaoces  which 
it  has  been  their  unhappy  fate  to  endure  for  saae  lime 
pasu 

They  wonld  respectfully  call  vour  attention  to  the  mc- 
nxniab  submitted  before  you  during  the  but  ■ESsioB  of 
Congress  embracii^  subjects  of  great  importance  to  the 
interests  and  welfare  of  uidr  people^  some  of  which  they 
beg  leave,  at  this  time,  ^^n  to  repeat.. 

The  State  of  Georgia,  ui  its  earnest  dcwe  *.o  acquire 
Uie  extent  of  her  chartered  linut^  set  forth  a  claim  to  a 
large  portion  of  Cherokee  lands,  as  having  been  pur- 
chued  under  the  treaty  of  the  Indian  Springs,  made  with 
the  Creek  nation,  and'  wUch,  it  b  well  known,  was  ren- 
dered mill  and  roid  by  a  subsequent  treaty,  entend  into 
in  183^  in  thia  city,  with  the  same  nation.  Under  the 
authority  of  said  State,  a  line  has  been  run  by  coowBi- 


and  territory.   Tbuathe  Academy  will  form  a  portnut  of  sioners,  comprehending  more  than  a  nuUion  of  acres  of 


■  Congrc«t  ulc  diatributions  mil  be  in  the  same  ratio  as 
our  popobtioai  oven  portion  of  our  country,  however 
Tcmotai  iritt  enjoy  a  nir  share  of  its  benefiti^  and  general 
justfoe  and  aatisAKtioD  wffl  be  felt. 

We  diall  not  descend  from  general  remarks  to  minute 
dMailst  but  we  dwuld  do  injustice  to  the  Academic  Staff, 
and  to  thoTarions  departments^  cirfl  and  military,  of  Ibis 
noble  institution,  and  an  equal  violence  to  our  own  feel- 
ings, were  \^e  to  close  without  expressing,  in  broad  and 
unqualified  terms,  our  sense  ofthe  fidelity,  diligence,  and 
^nuty,  with  which  their  respective  avocations  art  con- 
dnetod.  Such  precepton  ai)d  such  pu^la  s^  worthy 
each  of  the  oUwr.  Nor  btiiis  a  scanty  praise.  We  see  be- 
fim  us  the  flower  of  Americnn  youth,  the  guardians  of 
their  country  in  war,  ita  ornaments  in  peaoc,  congregated 
from  every  region  of  our  widespread  repablic,  the  des- 
tined warnora  and  statcsawn  of  a  future  generation.  Mkv 
the  friendships  of  their  earty  life  grow  into  l%amenta  bind- 
ing together  the  giant  members  of  our  confederation,  ami 
giving  perpetuitv  to  those  political  institutions  whidi  form 
'  the  best  earthly  nope  of  man! 

In  fbsteiing  this  institution  by  all  the  means  placed  with 


land,  lying  north  of  the  established  boundary  between  the 
Cherokee  and  Creek  nation^  and  to  which  the  hater  fli>- 
avowed  any  pretenrion  of  ri|^  daim,  or  interest.  The 
aubject  was  brought  bef!H«  die  Prmident  of  the  United 
States,  who  haa  caused  a  third  fine  to  be  establiabed,  ne- 
ver ctmtended  for  by  any  of  the  parties,  and  unauthorixed 
by  any  ensting  treaity  with  either  nation,  though  officialljr 
declared  shall  lie  the  line  between  the  lands  ceded  by  the 
Creeks  in  1826  to  tlie  United  States,  and  the  Cbeto- 
kess.  Oil  the  portion  of  territory  we  have  thus  been  de- 
prived of,  were  the  bouses  and  homea  of  man^  Cherokee^ 
who  have  been  coropdUed  to  lenve  them,  with  tiw  finis 
Umt  afforded  their  families  siUinstence.  **  The  tract  of 
land,*'  says  Governor  Gilmer,  in  bis  late  message,  "  from 
wliich  the  Clierokees  have  been  removed  by  order  of  the 
President,  is  supposed  to  contain  four  hunwed  and  saxti-- 
four  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-six  acre*,  and  now 
subject  to  be  4£apoKd  of,"  &c.  From  the  decision  of  the 
President  on  this  subject  of  boundary,  your  memorialists, 
in  behalf  of  their  nation,  beg  leava  to  appeal,  and  to 
question  the  legal  and  oonatitiiaonal  powers  of  Uie  Chief 
Magistnte  to  onaiqre  or  alter,  in       tnanuer.  the  estah- 
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luhed  line  between  the  Cberokees  aod  Creeks,  without 
thor  eoment.  A  difference  Ot  opiroon  had  ariaeo  in  1801, 
between  the  tame  nations,  reUtive  to  a  certain  part  of 
their  boundary)  and  wboi  the  nibject  was-  introduced  at 
the  War  Departraent  bv  a  deputation  of  Cherokee  chiefs, 
and  the  interference  of  the  Government  solicited,  the  fol- 
lowing repljr  was  given  by  Erection  of  President  .Jefrer< 
son:  "It  will  be  very  difficult  for  the  Preudent  to  ascer- 
tain the  lines  between  the  several  countries  of  the  red 
people.  They  must  settle  all  such  controverues  xmong 
themielTea.  If  you  cannot  agree*  bow  Mudl  we  be  able 
to  decide  correcUy.  [See  minutes  of-confereaces  hplden 
at  the  War  Office,  between  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  a  depu- 
tation from  the  Chen^e  nation  of  Indians,  on  behalf  of 
the  said  nation,  on  tiie  oOth  of  June  and  3d  of  Jitly,  1801.] 
During  the  adnunistration  of  the  same  eminentlawyer  and 
statesnuui,  the  treaty  of  1606  was  made  with  the  Chero- 
kee^ by  the  tturd  article  of  whicli  the  ri^ht  of  Indian  na- 


tions is  admitted,  to  Kttle  and  detennuie  questims  of  <^  1817  were  declared  void,  which  is  of  itself  suffioent 

 ■  ^  ^1  9     _  ^       — ^       _   S-m-      A_        AiL  ^  _11      Afl.Al*  1h> 


boundary  among  themselTcs,  viz:  **  It  ia  also  agreed  on 
the  part  of  die  United  States,  that  the  Government  there- 
of will  use  its  influence  and  best  endeavors  to  prevMl  on 
the  Chif:k8Saw  nation  uf  Indians  to  agree  to  the  following 
boundary  betwe.en  tliat  nation  and  the  Cherokees,"  &c. 
*'  But  it  is  understood  by  tlie  contracting  {Murties,  that  the 
Uiuted  States  do  not  engage  to  have  the  aforesaid  boun^ 
danr  established,  but  voly  to  prevail  on  the  CbickasajF 
nation  to  consent  to  indi  a  boundary  between  tiie  two 
natioos."  By  these  refincaees,  wc  beHeve  the  position 
of  our  nation  to  be  fully  and  clenriy  natuned;  and  that 
its  agreement  with  the  Creek  nation  in  1821,  on  this  sub- 
ject, i»  binding  to  ail  intents  and  purposesi  and  that  the 
sanction  of  this  Government  was  not  essential  thereto,  to 
make  it  aO}  and  that  they  alone,  by  voluntary  surrei^er 
of  their  land^  have  the  right  to  alter  that  boundary. 

By  the  treaty  made  with  the  Arkansas  Cherokees  m 
1S38,  ioducCTients  were  held  out  to  the  individuals  of  our 
nation  to  remove  west  of  the  ItisMsip^,  and  jmn  thrir 
brethren,  who  had  withdrawn  from  their  connexion  with 
us  in  1817  and  1819,  and  established  for  themselves  a  se- 
pantte  and  distinct  Government,  thereby  absolving  all  the 
political  relationship  which  had  previously  existed  as  dti- 
zeos  of  the  same  community.  That  treaty  wa*  never  pre- 
sented to  the  authority  of  our  nation  m  its  assent,  nor 
the  right  of  the  Arkansas.  Cherokees  ever  admitted  to  in- 
terfere with,  or  affect,  in  any  manner,  the  rights  and  in- 
terests of  our  people.  Under  its  provisions,  however, 
individuids  have  been  induced  to- enugratet  and,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  stipulation  contained  in  one  of  tbe  articles, 
that  the  Government  would  make  to  every  individual  so 
emigrating  *<  a  just  compensation  for  the  property  he  may 
abandon,"  appraisers  were  appointed  by  the  Prendenf, 
who  baa^extended  the  term  property  abandoned**  to 
embrace  the  houses,  brms,  andlandaupon  whiefa  ntoated, 
daicned  by  cilrigrairtB,  and  who  have  valued,  agreeably  to 
inatruotiotis,  the  improvements  so  daimed  or  occupied  br 
them)  and  it  is  now  contended  that  the  Uiuted  Stateahave 
acquired  a  title  to  the  lands  as  well  as  to  the  inqirove- 
ments  valued,  and  permisuon  given  by  the  Executive  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States  to  enter  the  nation,  and  oc- 
cupy them  to  the  exclunon  of  the  natives.  The  lands 
are,  it  ia  well  known,  not  held  maeTenUy  by  tfaeChero* 
heet,  bat  *■  a  nation)  and  tlua  ririit  baa  been  aidemnly 
gnanatied  to  them  by  treaty  with  uk  Uiuted  States.  The 
t^lfat  of  individuab  to  cede  «■  transfer  any  portion  of 
their  territory  -has  never  been  admitted,  either  by  tiiem- 
selres  ca  the  Government;  and  in  point  of  justice  and 
law,  all  such  atizens  of  the  United  States  who  have  thus 
been  permitted  to  enter  and  settle  upon  the  territory,  are 
intruders,  and  the  bith  of  this  Govemroent  is  pledged  for 
their  remoral.  We  prvtcat  aguiM  tbe  right  of  the  Ar- 
kanms  ChcTokeea^  or  tite  OovAtnnent,  to  enter  into  anj- 


arrangement  to  affect  our  rights  contrary  to  the  will  of  the 
nation,  and  also  agamst  tlie  introduction  and  .continuance 
of  a  population  in  our  country,  so  detrimental  to  the 
interests  and  peace  of  our  citizens,  the  security  of  thrir 
persons  and  property  from  insults  and  outrage;  and  so  ut* 
terly  at  variance  with  the  pliglited  faith  of  this  Govern* 
ment,  for  our  territorial  protection  anil  promise  of  good 
neighborhood. 

It  is  further  contended  b^  the  Executive,  that  the  Unit- 
ed States  have  acquired  a  title  to  lands  within  tbe  present 
acknowledged  bounds  of  the  nation,  under  the  seventh 
article  of  £e  treaty  of  1817  with  the  Cherokees,  whidi 
stipulated  that  the  United  States  Aould  lease  to  the  In- 
dians improvements  that  had  been  abandoned  by  etm- 
grants,  and  who  had  recuved  compensation  for  the  ben- 
efit of  *■  the  poor  and  decrepit  warriors"  of  the  na- 
tion, and  which  was  to  be  continued  until  such  improve- 
ments were  "surrendered  by  tbe  lution  or  to  uie  na- 
tion."   By  tbe  trca^  of  1819,  the  leases  under  that 


evidence  of  a  surrender  to  the  nation  of  all  such  Im- 
provements as  fell  within  its  limits  agreeably  to  the 
boundary  then  established;  and  it  is  oioi-eover  declared, 
that  tite  treaty  of  1619  is  a  final  adjustment  of  the  treaty  of 
1S17,  and  the  lands  then  ceded  to  the  United  States  arc  in 
full  satisfuction  of  all  claims  which  tbe  United  States  have 
on  that  nation  on  account  of  a  cession  of  lands  on  the  Ar- 
kansas, for  the  benefit  of  the  enugratinp  Cherokeest  yet  a 
chum  has  been  asserted  by  the  BxecuUve,  ou  tbe  part  of 
the  United  States,  to  a  title  to  lands  within  our  present 
bounds,  acquired  under~an  article  in  the  treaty  of  1817, 
which,  by  the  treaty  of  1819,  was  rendered  vtnd,  and  fuuy 
satisfied,  which,  it  is  said,  enure  to  the  benefit  of  Georgia, 
and  is  made  another  plea  to  allow  intrusions.  Addea  to 
all  these  are  many  other  intruders,  who,  without  any  otiier 
pretext  ihm  to  trespan  upon  oar  poaaesnons  and  our 
ri^Us,  contrary  to  existing  tows,  aro  allowed  to  anoov  and 
harass  our  peaceable  citizens  to  an  almost  inaufferable  de- 
gree. In  many  instances  they  have  by  violenee  forced  the 
natives  out  of  their  houses,  and  taken  possesion;  while 
oUiers,  less  daring,  have  erected  buildings  for  their  own 
use,  upon  the  premises  of  the  objects  of  meir  oppression- 
The  freqnent  comphunts  made  through  the  agent,  and 
otherwise,  to  the  Government,  fiuled  to  produce  the  de- , 
rired  relief  from  circunntancea  ao  wdl  calculated  to  pro. 
duoe  exdtement  and  diaturbanee  between  the  whitM  and 
the  red  people.  To  such  an  alarming  extent  had  intru- 
non  been  inaulged,  that  the  authority  of  the  nation,  rely- 
ing on  an  article  of  treaty,  and  the  uirmer  advice  of  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate  of  tbe  United  States,  when  a 
General  of  the  southern  divinon  of  the  United  States* 
army  removed  a  few  families  who  had  peneteated  fer  into 
the  country,  and  of  the  most  exceptionable  chanacter^-* 
measure  wmanded  by  the  security  of  the  penons  and 
property  of  the  Cherokees.  Itwassozed  upon  and  de- 
clared a  hostile  movement,  and  an  armed  band  of  intrud- 
ers, in  retaliation,  wreaked  their  vengeance  npon  a  few 
peaceable  individuals.  One  was  cruelly  murdered,  an- 
other wounded,  and  «  third  led  a  prisoner  into  Georgia, 
and  thrown  into  jail,  whence  he  was  subsequently  re- 
leased, after  much  troi^le,  by  a  writ  of  habeas  corpBf. 
A  report  of  these  -  transactions  was  made  to  the  Govern- 
ment by  ttie  United  States'  Agent,  which,  however,  re- 
sulted only  in  calln^  filrtb  hmgut^  of  exception  ^^wiwt 
our  chiefa;  and  the  perpetrators  of  the  murder  are  still 
trespassing,  in  open  day,  upon  our  rights  and  oar  terri- 
tory, wfaTch-bas  drank  the  blood  of  an  innocent  victim  to 
their  outrages.  During  the  past  summer,  the  United 
States'  troops  were  ordered  into  the  natiim,  as  we  believe, 
for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  the  pledges  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  our  protection)  they  removed  the  intruders,  who 
had  flocked  in  thoomnda  to  our  gtdd  mine^  and  a  few  also 
along  the  frontier  iettlemeiit»i  many,  l«»wevcr,  were  uot 
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molested,  and  othen  returned  in  a  short  time  after,  plac- 
ing  at  utter  defiance  tiie  authority  rested  in  the  United 
States'  Agent,  and  heretofore  exercised  by  his  predeces- 
sors. All  the  Cherokees  who  had  been  engaged  at  their 
gold  mines  were  removed  with  the  intruders,  and  expe- 
rienced much  injury  and  inconvenience,  under  an  order 
from  the  Department  of  War,  and  during  the  stay  o^the 
troops  in  the  nation  were  not  permitted  to  fe-engage  at 
their  mining  operations.  The  troops  have  been  suddenly 
withdrawn,  and  our  country  agMn  left  exposed  to  die 
magea  of  intruders.  An  act  has  recently  been  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georpa  authorizing  the 
Governor  thereof  to  take  possesion  of  our  gold  mmes, 
and  appropriating  twenty  thousand  doUari  hr  that  pur- 
posej  and  another  providing  for  the  survey  of  our  coun- 
try into  sections,  and  for  the  appointment  of  magistrates 
thernn;  against  which  we  would  most  solemnly  protest,  aa 
a  departure  from  the  obligations  of  good  faith,  and  the 
desire  to  secure  and  promote  the  peace  and  fnendship  so 
often  repeated  in  our  treaties.  The  language  of  the  great 
and  illustrious  Jefferstm,  through  the  Secretary  of  War, 
to  our  chiefs,  recurs  to  our  memory  with'  peculiar  force: 
"  The  President  listens  willingly  to  your  representations, 
and  requests  you  and  your  nation  to  be  assured  of  the 
friendship  of  the  United  States,  and  that  all  our  proceed- 
ings towards  you  shall  be  directed  by  justice  and  a  sacred 
regard  to  our  treaties.  You  must  be  sensible  that  the 
white  people  are  very  numerous,  and  that  we  should 
therefore  be  desirous  to  buy  your  land  when  you  are  wil- 
ling to  spare  it^  but  we  never  wish  to  buy  except  when 
yovi  are  perfectly  willing  to  sell.  The  utnds  we  have 
heretofore  bought  of  you  have  been  marked  -ofF  by  a  line, 
and  all  beyond  that  line  we  consider  absolutely  belonging 
to  our  red  brethren.  You  shall  now  receive  the  map  of 
the  last  line,  which  has  heretofore  been  promised  to  yon, 
to  stand  in  evidence  between  your  people  and  ours,-  and 
to  show  which  lands  belong  to  you  ana  which  tout."  (See 
document  before  referred  to.)  We  would  most  earnestly 
pray  that  the  kind  assurances  of  the  friendship  of  the 
United  States,  by  one  whose  examples  are  so  worthy  of 
imitation,  may  never  be  passed  -OTcr  with  an  unfeeling 
heart  for  the  unfortunate  Cherokees;  and  that'  all  pro- 
ceedings towards  them  may  be  Erected  by  justice  ain  a 
sacred  reganl  to  treaties. 

The  Executive  of  the  United  States,  during  the  past 
summer,  inued  an  onlerto  the  Agent  for  our  nation, 
changing  the  mode  of  paying  the  annuity,  and  providing 
for  its  distribution  amongst  the  individtials,  averaging 
about  forty-two  cents  each,  contrary  to  the  well  known 
wishes  of  the  Cherokees,  and  their  solemn  protest  i^nst 
the  measure,  the  stipnlations  of  existing  treaties,  and  the 
tmiform  practice  of  the  Qovemment,  down  to  the  pay- 
ment of  tiie  last  annuity  in  1830.  It  is  a  stipend  due  to 
the  nation,  and  has  ever  been  controlled  b^  its  authority. 
The  Cherokees  have  a  treaniry  into  which  it  Is  pkced  for 
the  support  of  their  Government — ''a  Qovemment  of  re- 
gular taw,"  modelled  agreeably  to,  and  in  pursuance  of, 
the  kind  and  parental  advice  of  President  Jefferson,  con- 
tained in  a  written  address  to  the  Cherokees,  9th  of  Jan< 
uaiy,  1809— and  other  national  objects,  by  which  Means 
nil  are  eiuibled  tu  enjoy-,  in  some  degree,  the  Iwn^ts 
arising  frotn  its  uppUcation;  but  of  what  posaible  advan- 
tage will  it  be,  if^  paid  as  contemplated,  when  hundreds 
wnl  have  a  hundred  or  more  nules  to  travel,  neglecting 
all  other  business,  to  obtun  the  small  sum  of  about  forty- 
two  cents?  But  it  cannot  be:  we  protest  against  any 
alteration,  and  humbly  hope  that  you  will  direct  the  pay- 
ment as  heretofbre,  and  in  conformity  with,  tiie  treaties 
under  whicli  the  fund  is  stipulated.  We  are  aware  th«t  it 
has  been  asserted  that  the  dileft  and  othen  .fpeoulite 
Upon  this  fhnd;  but  it  is  -aOt  so:  even  if  it  were,  would  it 
justify  a  departure  from  tho  course  wUch  the  pfedget  of 
the  United  States  Iwyc  bound  its  offieers  to  purstK?  Tlie 


language  of  one  so  truly  the  IKend  of  the  weak  and  tiie 
oppremed  as  the  Chief  Hi^istiuteof  the  United  States  in 
1808,  is  too  explicit  to  pass  unnoticed  on  this  occancn. 
To  the  Chiefs  of  the  upper  Cherokee  towns  he  spoke  as 
follows: — "You  compiMn  thM  you  do  not  receive  your 
just  proportion  of  the  annuities  we  pay  your  nation-^thtt 
the  chiefs  of  tiie  lower  towns  take  for  them  more  tban 
their  share.  My  children,  this  distribution  »  made  by  the 
authority  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  and  according  to  tiirir 
own  rules,  over  which  we  have  no  omtroL.  We  do  our 
du^  in  delivering  the  araiuities  to  the  bead  men  of  the 
nation,  and  we  pretend  to  no  authoritT  over  them,  to  no 
right  of  directing  how  they  are  to  be  (Uatributcd.**  (See 
Address,  signed  Th.  Jefferson,  to  the  upper  Cherokees, 
dated  4th  Hay,  1808.)  That  the  same  mode  may  be  siill 
continued,  is  all  we  ask,  and  it  !s  anxiously  desired  by  the 
whole  nation.  Since  tiiat  year  there  have  been  no  com- 
plaints on  the  subject ;  why,  then,  at  this  late  perioil,  when 
civilization  has  tau^t  b^er  the  manner  in  whi^  this 
wnall  sum  should  be  appB^,  is  the  change  in  the  mode 
of  payment  to  be  madef 

During  the  lut  session  of  Congress  a  bill  was  pased, 
whose  object,  as  we  understood,  was  to  enable  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  comply  with  the  compact  of 
1802,  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, and  affiird  means  to  the  Indian  tribes,  whoee  gr«t 
derires  were  represented,  by  the  advocates  of  its  pansge, 
to  effect  their  removal  west  of  the  MisNanpin.  It  is  not 
desirable  for  us  to  remorattste  upon  this  occarion,  but  ve 
hope  that  the  kind  indulgence  of  your  honorable  bodies  will 
be  extended,  while  we  state  some  of  the  many  cases  of  afflic- 
tion and  oppression  which  have  oectffred  nnce  the  passage 
of  the  act.  A  ray  of  hope,  in  the  midst  ot  great  apprehension, 
seemed  to  shed  its  glimmering  light  on  the  minds  nf  die 
Cherokees,  to  leam,  feata  the  speeches  of  the  Georgia 
delegation  and  others,  in  Congress^  that  nothing  riuwdd 
be  practised  on  the  Indians  in  the  operation  of  the  biS, 
or  in  connexion  with  it,  that  benevolence  and  hnmanib' 
could  censure;  tiiat  neither  force  norinjitsticc  wascoolem- 
plated  by  the  Government,  or  the  authorities  of  Georgia: 
and  that  they  should  be  left  to  the  exercise  of  iheir  o«a 
free  will.  Hut  experience  -  luis  taught  us  to  know  thati 
poweifid  Miziliaryhas  been  afforded  to  forward  the  rievs 
and  the  poKey  of  that  and  other  States,  and  of  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States,  towwds  the  unfortunate  abori- 
gines of  tbn  continent.  Hi^  have  looked  back  upoa 
the  scenes  and  prospects  of  other  days,  and  the  contrast 
with  those  of  the  present  time  has  caiued  much  mvtow- 
fol  foehng.  Gengia,  in  tiie  recent  measures  put  in  force 
to  compel  tiie  Cherokees  to  listen  and  yield  to  the  elo- 
qaence  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  Goveroment^  spe- 
cial agen^  has  departed  fton  the  hin^  and  mayiiiniBM 
pledf^  of  kind  dealing  toward  the  Indiana,  on  Ae  floor 
ofCongreSB,  and  has  frowned  and  threatened  to  ptostimte 
tiieir  innocent  determinatioD  to  alride  on  their  anoestrsl 
territory (  but  withouteffect  She  baa  smt  armed  guards 
of  fifties,  tiiirties,  and  tens,  in  time  of  profound  peace, 
under  pretence  of  executing  her  hws,  and  when  the  occa- 
sion did  not  reqwre  a  display  of  "  the  pomp  and  circuia- 
stance  of  war."  Leanng  the  Indian  children  in  deatitw- 
tion  to  mourn  their  Ittplen  lo^  she  has  lad  thnr  &tben 
in  captiidty  to  a  distant  land,  to  destroy  their  qriitto 
immuring  them  in  ttie  w^  of  her  prisons.  In  one  tarn 
a  white,  man^  who  had,  a  long  while  taken  the  |ffO> 
tection  of  the  nation,  and  married  a  Cherokee  woaant 
ai)d,  under  the  care  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  had  acquired 
property  and  a  large  family,  whose  interests  are  identified 
with  those  of  the  In^ans,  bavii^  entered  into  a  meraa- 
tile  partner^p  with  two  Cherokees,  he  aoon  fell  out 
with  diem,  and  instituted  suits  againtt  them  m  the  oouxts 
ofthenation,  which  dedded  i^nsthim.  AftertUs^  be 
filed  a  lull  in  the  aupcrior  oourt  of  Gwinnett  county,  in 
Georgia,  agmnst  the  two  Che«ok«ea>  and  prayed  a  writ  of 
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tu  exeat,  before  Auguatin  S.  CUyton,  judge  of  the  court> 
sitting  in  chancery,  who  awarded  the  writ^  which  was 
served  upon  one  of  them  in  the  Cherokee  nation,  by  a 
deputy  sheriff*  of  Georjpa,  and,  under  a  guard  of  three 
mt;n,  he  was  carried  about  e'lg^ity  miles  to  tlic  common 
jail  of  Gwinnett  county,  in  the  said  State,  where  he  was 
kept  >n  clme  confinement  until  the  littiug  of  the  court  >n 
September  lust,  when  he  was  brouglit  up  for  trial  before 
Ills  honor  A.  S.  Clayton,  who  Issued  the  writ,  and  was 
dischai^ged,  on  the  (pvuud  thkt  the  aiHdavit  of  Ihe  plaintiff 
\t'«s  not  sufficient  to  hare  warranted  the  issuing  of  the 
writ.  During  the  same  trip,  by  the  deputy  stierifT,  lie 
arrested  an  eMerly  Cherokee  woman,  a  nuirried  lady  with 
a  large  fiimily,  on  a  plea  of  debt,  and  cai-ritd  litr  off  cap- 
tive from  bcr  husband  and  children^  fifteen  mileit  on 
townrds  Georgia*  when  she  fortunately  aueoeedcd  in  ob- 
taining- her  liberty  by  giving  bail. 

In  another  case,  in  uie  name  and  aiithoi-ity  of  George 
It.  Gilmer,  Governor  of  Georgia,  a  bill  was  filed  in  clian- 
cery,  in  the  stipcrior  court  of  Hall  county,  in  July  last, 
against  certain  sundry  Cherokees,  praying  for  an  injunc- 
tion to  stop' them  from  di^ng  and  searching  foi-  gold 
within  the  limits  of  their  own  nation;  and  the  hill  being 
sworn  to  before  the  same  A.  S.  Clnyton,  he  awarded  an 
injunction  against  the  parties  named  in  tlie  bill  as  defend- . 
wiiSi  eomnanding  them,  fmihwith,  to  desist  from  work- 
ing on  those  mlnesi  under  the  penalty  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  at  a  time  and  place  wlierc  there  were  unmolested 
several  thousand  intruders  from  Georgia  and  otl)cr  States, 
engaged  in  robbing  the  nation  of  gold,  for  which  the 
owners  were  ortlered  not  to  work  by  the  said  writ.  Un- 
der the  autliority  of  this  injunction,  the  slieriff  of  Hall 
county,  with  an  armed  force,  invaded  tlic  nation,  consist-' 
ing  of  a  colonel,  a  caniaini  and  thirty  or  forty  militia  of 
tlie  State  of  Georgia,  who  arreited  a  number  of  Clierokees 
engaged  in  dig^ng  for  gold,  who  were  at  first  rescued  by 
the  troops  of  the  United  States  siationed  near  Ihe  place, 
and  the  sheriff  and  his  parly  themselves  made  prisoners, 
and  conducted  fifteen  miles  to  tlie  military  camp,  when  a 
council  of  cxafniiMtion  was  held,  and  the  exhibition  of 
their  respective  authorities  was  made*  which  resulted  in 
the  release  of  the  sheriff  and  his  party,  and  a  w  ritten  or- 
der by  the  comipanding  officer  of  tile  United  States' 
troops,  directing  the  Cherokees  to  submit  to  the  authority 
of  Georgia,  anil  tlut  no  further  protection  cpuld  be  ex- 
tended to  the  Cherokees  at  the  gold  mines,  as  he  could  no 
longer  interfere  with  the  laws  of  Georgia,  but  would  af- 
ford aid  in  carrying  them  into  execution.    On  the  return 
of  the  slieriff  aird  liia  party,  they  passed  by  the  Chero- 
kees, who  were  atill  cngHgcd  in  digging  for  gold,  and 
ordered  them  to  desist,  under  the  penalty  of  being  com- 
mitted to  jail,  and  proceeded  to  destroy  their  tods  and 
machinery  for  cleaning'  goM,  and,  after  committing  some 
further  aggression,  they  returned.    Shortly  afterwards, 
the  sheriff  ,  with  a  guard  of  four  men,  and  a  process  from 
the  State  of  Georgia,  arrested  tliree  Clierokees  for  diso- 
beying the  injunction,  while  peaceably  engaged  in  tlicir 
labors,  and  conducted  them  to  Wadkiusvillc,  a  distance  of 
scTenty-five  miles,  before  the  same  A.  8.  Claj-ton,  who 
tlien  and  there  sentenced  them  to  pay  a  fine  of  niQetj|- 
three  dollars  cost,  and  stand  committed  to  prison  until 
paid,  and  also  compelled  them  to  give  their  bond)  in  the 
sum  of  one  tliousand  dollars,  for  tlieir  personal  appear- 
ance before  his  next  court,  to  answer  the  charges  of  vio- 
lating  the  writ  of  injimction  aforesaid.    In  custody  they 
were  retained  five  days,  paid  the  cost,  gave  tlie  required 
bond,  and  did  appear  accordingly  as  bound  by  Judge 
Clayton,  who  dismissed  them,  oa  the  ground  that  the  Go- 
vernor of  Georgia  could  not  become  a  prosecutor  in  the 
case.    For  the  tmwarmntable  outrage  committed  on  their 
ribe>^>'  iu>d  persons,  no  apology  was  made*  and  the  ccat 
th«>'  hwl  juid  was  not  refunded. 

Uiirinif  the  pHt  summer,  a  Cherokee  was  arrested  in 


tlie  naUon  by  an  officer  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  on  a 
charge  for  murder  committed  upon  the  body  of  another 
Indian,  in  said  naLion,  and  carried  to  Hall  county,  and 
placed  in  jail,  to  uwait  his  trial  tmder  the  laws  of  that 
State.  After  some  months  confinement,  he  was  taken 
out,  and  tried  by  the  aforesaid  A.  S.  Clayton,  and  sen- 
tenced by  him  to  be  executed  on  the  24th  December  last. 
An  application  Was  uiade  to  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States  for  a  writ  of  error,  in  order  that  the  case 
might  be  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  to  test  the  constitutionality  of  the  proceedings, 
and  wns  obtained.  The  arbitrary  manner  in  which  the 
citation  was  treated  by  the  Governor  and  Legislature, 
then  in  session,  are  known  to  you.  The  resolutions 
adopted  on  the  occasion  breathe  a  spirit  towards  our  na- 
tion, of  which  a'e  will  not  permit  ourselves  to  speak: 
suffice  it  to  say,  therefore,  that  the  writ  of  error  has  been 
disregarded,  and  the  unfortunate  man  executed  agreeably 
to  the  sentence  of  the  judge.. 

One  other  case:  A  part)'  of  armed  men,  ten  in  number, 
from  lip  Kidb  county,  Georgia,  committed  numerous  out- 
rages, under  the  pretence  of  being  Georgia  officers,  as 
far  as  seventy-five  miles  w'thtii  the  nation.  They  arrest- 
ed a  Cherokee  without  cause,  and  compelled  liim  to  pay 
a  horse,  for  his  release.  Under  forged  claims,  they  at- 
tempted to  itrrest  another  individual,  and,  with  him,  his 
negroes,  but  failed:  arrived  A  the  residence  of  another, 
in  his  absence,  they  were  in  tiie  act  of  driving  his  cattle 
off,  when  they  were'  rescued  by  his  neigbors,  though  they 
Succeeded  in  committing  some  robbery  upon  the  house. 
At  another  place  they  forced  from  an  Indian  his  horse, 
without  even  a  pretended  chum,  and  cruelly  abused  the 
persons  of  two  aged  Cherokees,  one  a  femaje,  causing'  a 
flow  of  blocd,  because  they  did  not  (Quietly  suffer  them- 
selves to  be  robbed  of  their  property.  Two  of  their 
children,  who  had  felt  it  their  duty  to  interfere  fur  the 
protection  of  their  aged  parents,  from  an  insult  and  out- 
mgc  80  barbarous,  were  led  captive  into  Geor^^a,  and 
compelled  for  their  liberty  to  give  their  notes  for  one 
hundred  dollars,  e:ich,  paj'able  in  tendaj's! 

Many  other  cases  ot  aggravating  character  could  be 
stated,  did  the  ni'.ttire  of  a  memorial  allow,  support- 
ed by  unexeeptionnble  evidence.  To  convince  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  our  fi-iendship  and  dcvotcdncss  to  treaty 
oblig-.itions,  we  have  endured  much,  though  with  bleed- 
ing hearts,  but  in  peace.  And  we  hope  enough  has 
been  done  to  convince  even  the  most  sceptic  that  a  treaty 
**on  reasonable  terms"  can  never  be  obtained  of  our  na- 
tion, and  that  it  is  time  to  close  this  scene  of  operations, 
never  contemplated  by  the  compact  between  tlte  State  of 
Georf^a  and  tlic  United  States.  How  far  we  have  contri- 
buted to  keep  bright  the  chain  of  friendship  which  binds 
us  to  these  United  States,  is  within  the  reach  of  your 
knowledge.  It  is  ours  to  maintAin  it,  until,  perhaps,  the 
plaintive  voice  of  an  Indian  from  the  South  shall  no  more 
be  heard  within  your  halls  of  legislation.  Our  nation  and 
our  people  may  cease  to  exist  before  another  revolving 
year  re-assembles  this  august  sssembly  of  great  men.  Wc 
implore  that  our  people  may  not  be  denounced  »a  tattles, 
unfit  for  tiie  "good  neigliborhood"  guarantied  to  tliem 
by  treaty.  We  cannot  better  express  the  rights  of  our 
nation  than  tiiey  are  developed  on  tlic  face  of  the  docu- 
ment we  herewith  submit;  and  the  desires  of  our  nation, 
than  tu  pray  a  faithful  fulfilment  of  the  promises  made  by 
its  illustrious  author  through  his  Secretary.  Between  the 
compulsive  meauires  of  Georgia  and  our  destruction  we 
ask  the  interposition  of  your  authority,  and  k  remembrance 
of  tlie  bond  of  perpetual  peace  pledged  for  ovr  safety, 
the  safety  of  the  last  fragment  of  once  mighty  nations, 
that  have  gazed  forawhileupon  your  civilization  and  pros- 
perity, but  which  now  totter  ontiic  brink  of  angry  billows 
whose  waves  luive  covered  in  oblivion  other  nations  Uiut 
were  once  happy,  but  arc  now  no  moro ! 
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Reduction  of  ike  number  of  OfftMiw  of  the  •Army. 


Tlie  flchooli  where  our  chiMren  leiuii  to  read  the  word 

of  God,  the  churches  were  our  peop!a  now  sing  to  his 
preiK,  and  where  they  arc  taught  that  "  of  one  blood  he 
created  alt  the  nations  of  the  earth;"  the  fields  they  htre 
cleared,  and  the  orchards  they  have  planted^  the  nouses 
they  built,  are  all  dear  to  the  Cherokees,  and  there  they 
expect  to  Vve  and  to  ^e,  on  the  kndt  inherited  Trom  their 
lers,  astiie  firm  friends  of  all  the  people  of  these  Ulu^ 
ed  Slates.  R.  TAYLOR, 

JOHN  RIDGE, 
W.  S.  COODEY, 
In  behalf  of  the  Cherokee  Nation. 
W*«BixoTO?r  City,  15th  January,  1831. 

To  the  bdoeed  Chief  of  the  Cherokee  Nation^  the  I.ttLLa 
ToBKBT,  on  behalf  the  aedd  nation^  the  Secretary  of 
War  of  the  United  fSates  aerub  greeting.- 

Fbiiks  Asn  Bbotbib:  Ttvt  deputation  appointed  by 
you  toviiiitthe  seat  of  GoTontnent  have  arrived,  and  been 
welcomed  by  your  father,  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  witli  cordiality;  they  have  spoken,  and  he  has  Iicard 
all  the  repreBentationa  that  they  wure  instructed  by  you, 
on  belialf  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  to  make  to  him.  In 
1  lis  name,  I  have  answered  them  in  sincerity  and  truth; 
uiid  when  they  shall  report  to  you  what  1  have  said,  I  trust 
that  you  will  feel  all  uneasiness  removed  from  your  minds, 
luidtliatyou  and  your  nation  will  experience  tlukt  satisfac- 
tion whiui  must  result  from  a  conviction  of  the  certain^ 
with  which  you  may  continue  to  rely  on  the  protection  and 
friendship  of  the  United  States. 

These  can  never  be  forfeited  but  by  the  misconduct  of 
the  red  people  themselves.  Your  father,  the  President, 
instnicta  me  to  assure  you,  in  behalf  of  your  nation,  that 
be  will  pay  the  ihost  sacred  regard  to  the  existing  treaties 
between  your  nation  and  ours,  and  protect  your  whole  ter- 
ritory against  all  intruwonsthat  may  be  attempted  by  white 
peopl_e(  that  all  encouragement  shall  be  given  to  you  iu 
your  just  pursuits  and  laudable  jin^ess  towards  comfort 
and  Imppincss,  by  the  introduction  of  useful  arts:  that  all 

fiei-sons  who  shall  offend  against  our  treaties,  or  agunst  the 
siws  made  for  your  protection,  shall  be  brought  to  justice; 
or,_  if  this  should  be  impracticable,  tliat  a  faithful  remune- 
ration shall  be  made  to  you;  and  that  he  will  never  aban- 
don hia  beloved  Cherokees  nor  their  children,  so  loiig  as 
they  shall  act  justly  and  peaceably  towards  the  white  peo- 
ple and  their  red  brethren. 

This  is  all  that  he  requires  ftom  you  in  return  for  his 
friendship  and  protection :  he  trusts  you  will  not  force  him 
to  recede  from  these  determinations  by  an  improper  and 
uiijuift  change  of  conduct,  but  that  you  will^ive  him  abun- 
dant reason  to  increase,  if  pusuble,  his  desire  to  sec  you 
happy  and  contented  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

I  send  you  by  your  beloved  chief,  the  Glass,  a  c^ain;  it 
is  made  of  gold,  which  will  never  rust)  and  I  pray  the 
tJrcat  Spirit  to  assist  us  in  keeping  the  chain  of  our  friend- 
ship, of^  which  this  golden  chain  is  meant  as  an  emblem, 
bright  for  a  long  suoccssion  of  ages. 

H.  DEARBOKN,  Secretary  of  War. 

War  DBPAaTMBTfT,  rM7u/y,  1801. 

REDUCTION  OF  OFFICERS  OF  THE  ARMY. 
Ijtttcr  from  tht  Secretary  of  War,  in  antwer  to  a  resohtHon 
of  the  JJoute  of  Bepr^enttdhet,  for  redtteing  the  officera 
of  the  army. 

Wa>  DwasTxitxT,  Jamiary  11,  1831. 

Slit:  At  the  last  sesuon  of  Congress  a  resolution  was 
passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  directing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  report  "whether  any  reduction  in 
the  number  of  officers  in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
can  be  made  without  injury  to  the  public  sen'ice,"  &c. 

The  inquiry  prrwntptl  by  this  resaluHon  is  in  reference 


to  the  oflicen^  not  to  the  rank  and  file  of  the  army:  and 
that  I  slKMild  be  enabled  ftdly  to  answer  it,  niqnine% 
during  last  summer,  were  addressed  to  the  princtpal  offi- 
cers at  the  different  posts,  that  thdr  opiiuons  might  be 
obtained,  and  their  experience  and  observation  evailed  oC 
upon  a  subject  of  so  much  importance. 

A  £{Kit  oT  the  several  report*  recaved  by  the  Major 
General  has  been  coromuidcated;  but  aniongat  Ukem  there 
is  no  general  concurrence,  by  which  any  certain  conch- 
ston  can  be  arrived  at.  In  reference  to  the  resohition,  I  an 
construned,  therefore,  to  offer  such  opinions  and  sugges- 
tions, as  to  the  general  state  and  eonaitton  ot  the  army, 
as  are  the  result  of  my  own  reflections. 

White  our  regular  force  is  small  it  is  a  consoling-  reflec- 
tion, that  it  is  in  the  power  of  this  country  to  boast  of  a 
militia  who  breatlie  an  ardent  love  of  country,  and  who 
are  ready  to  devote  themselves  to  any  emerg<em7  that 
circumstances  may  impose.  There  is  no  disguising  the 
fact,  however,  that  they  are  unskilled  in  m'ltitary  disci- 
pline, and  hence  incapable  of  those  efforts  wbich  should 
render  them  valuable  and  efficient  in  war.  To  reBeve 
against  this,  various  attempts  have  been  made.  Efibrtsto 
give  some  uniform  organization  to  this  force  have  been 
essayed,  but  in  vain.  The  same  rule  of  dta^phne  that 
might  prove  operative  in  one  State  mar  fiul  to  be  bene- 
ficial in  another.  The  system  is  defectiTC,  and  most  con- 
tinue so,  until  some  more  salutary  plan  than  any  yet  de- 
vised can  be  adopted. 

It  occurs  to  me,  (and  1  suggest  it  for  consideration  with 
great  respect,^  that.  In  peace,  an  ornnizmtkMi  of  the 
army  and  militia  should  take  place,  baaed  upon  principles 
which  look  altt^ther  to  a  state  of  war.  In  1813  diis 
country  was  thrown  into  a  belligerent  attitude,  and  tbr 
disasters  at  Uie  cMimenceinent  fumisli  a  lenon  wtudi 
the  intelligence  of  stateamen  ought  not  to  tiUsregard.  It 
will  not  do  to  be  compelled  to  wganise  an  army  ^  ew  ta 
momenta  of  preasitre,  and  when  the  pubUe  aafety  is  at 
hazard. 

A  preparation  to  be  serviceable  must  take  place  when 
time  and  leisure  afford  the  opportunity'.  AH  tntr^  befog 
in  readiness,  should  war  ensue,  a  country  has  tmly  to  iclr 
on  the  xeal,  fidelity,  aiwl  bravery  of  her  citizens^  and  tbes 
every  thing  will  proceed  well.  But  the  exercise  of  sH 
these  high  qualities  will  prove  of  slender  avail  if  the  pre- 
paratory means  for  Mding  and  assisting  them  be  wanting. 

It  is  not  the  conceded  policy  of  tiiis  Government  to 
keep  in  service  a  large  standing  army,  though  its  practice 
has  always  been  to  retain  one  to  some  extent.  The  eco- 
nomy wlucli  was  practised  in  1801  did  not  suggest  the 
emplt^ment  of  a  less  force  Uian  three  thousand  men, 
which  were  under  the  ccnnmand  <^  a  br^dier  general- 
Now,  our  popuk^on  and  resources  are  three  or  four  tioies 
greater  than  they  were  at  that  period  of  our  hisbMT.  The 
great  denderata  to  our  army  is,  to  elevate,  in  tome  way, 
the  soldier's  character,  and  to  infuse  proper  feetii^  of 
pride.  Inducements  are  wanting  to  allure  to  the  service 
projier  materials.  Inasmuch  as  a  soldier,  by  exiitinglavi^ 
IS  without  the  hope  of  riniig  above  the  grade  of  a  noo- 
comnusnoned  officer,  the  atlaininjf  that  grade  ought  to  be 
rendered  Rtore  derirable  than  it  is  at  present,  by  bavtag 
increased  pay  and  emolument  granted,  with  the  privilege 
to  the  soldier,  after  a  limited  period  of  fiuthKil  service,  ta 
retire  and  become  stationary  at  some  vacant  ordnance  post, 
where  his  services  could  be  had  by  the  Government,  and 
an  adequate  support  afforded  him.  By  such  an  induce- 
ment, meritorious  men  may  be  brouglit  into  the  army  ser- 
vice, each  of  whom,  aided  by  proper  officers,  would  be 
able  to  give  valuable  instruction  in  afow  weeks  to  the 
miVrtta  tiuit  diould  hi  called  out,  or  to  new  recruits,  as 
they  migfht  be  wanted.  Properiy  inspirited,  every  aoldicr 
mi^ht  become  a  drill  officer,  tlie  beneficial  results  of 
which,  at  the  onset  of  war,  would  be  aeraibly  perceired 
and.  felt. 
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The  BnwU  militsry  force  we  possess  anon  the  preaent 
ni-gMiintion,  la  based  upon  principles  wnich,  if  occaaton 
Hhould  require  it,  may  give  rise  to  immediate  and  benefi- 
cial effecla.  The  rank  and  file,  as  they  stand  in  relation 
to  the  nfimber  of  afiicen  in  command,  are  of  skeleton 
form,  and  capable  to  be  multiplied  and  conaUIerably  en- 
larged, should  the  circumstances  of  the  country  make  it 
necessary.  In  an  emerofency,  the  number  of  troops 
ini^t  be  doubled  or  tripled*  thereby*  with  the  fT^nt 
officers,  in  i  short  time,  to  btin^  into  actire  and  uscfiit 
service  a  force  of  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  men.  This 
was  the  design  had  in  view  by  the  act  of  1831,  which  re- 
duced the  army.  OhanM  the  organization,  and  let  some 
future  necessity  demand  sii  enlargement,  and  a  new  re- 
cruit, both  of  ofiicera  and  soldiers,  will  be  required,  the 
tendency  and  effect  of  which  would  be  probable  injury 
to  the  public  service. 

For  reassns  which  have  been  often  adverted  to,  the  re- 
liance of  this  countiT,  in  momenta  of  difficulty,  must  be 
upon  the  militis;  and  the  examples  which  past  time  pre- 
sents afford  an  earnest  that  on  this  reliance  we  may  saMy 
depend.  But  wliile  frequent  instances  have  occurred  to 
prove  the  value  of  this  defence,  that  it  is  capable  of 
liigh  and  daring  gallantry,  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that, 
to  render  it  stilt  more  efficient  and  \-aliiabl<*,  the  militia 
•hould  be  disciplined.  To  the  attiuning  of  this  important 
object,  the  partial  army  we  possess  miglit  materially  con- 
duce, when  new  recruits  are  wanted.  Could  we  enter- 
tain a  reasonable  expectation  that  the  country  would 
continue  at  peace  firr  anjr  definite  period  of  time,  the 
propriety  of  disregarding,  in  the  interim,  military  prepa- 
ratitm,  and  pride,  and  fet-Iing,  would  be  questionable. 

As  it  relates  to  the  command  of  companies,  no  reduc- 
tion and  BO  organisation  of  the  officers,  different  from  the 
Resent  arrangement,  can  be  ad\-antsgeourfy  made,  ex- 
cept as  to  the  supernumerary  brevet  lieutenants.  In  the 
annual  report  from  the  War  Department^  which  accom- 
panied Uie  President's  message,  it  is  stated,  that,  in  the 
ensuing  year,  perhaps,  but  certainly  in  tliesucceedingone, 
there  will  be  one  Imndred  and  six  lieutenants  attached,  by 
brevet  appointment,  to  the  army,  while  the  number  that 
may  be  taken  into  service,  by  regtilar  appointment,  can- 
not exceed  twenty-two  anniiaily;  consequently,  there  will 
be  regularly  and  constantly  in  each  year,  0!gIity-f«ir  su- 
pernumeraiT  ofliceni  not  needed  or  required  by  the  ser- 
vice, and  which  will  occasion  an  anntrnl  expense  of  more 
than  sixty  thousand  dollars  to  the  Government. 

With  the  exception  here  siiggestcJ,  I  can  perceive  no 
beneficial  change  that  can  be  inade  as  it  regards  the  com- 
pany officers,  nor  indeed  any  as  it  regards  the  regimental 
ufReera.  In  relation  to  these,  the  present  organization  is 
periiape  as  perfect  and  complete  as  it  can  be  rendered. 

The  officers  retained  under  the  retluction  in  1821  were 
Icnown  to  be  proportionably  greater  than  was  necessary  to 
the  number  of  the  ra,nk  and  file  upon  a  penee  estab- 
lishmentt  but  the  object  of  the  organisation  was  to  pre- 
sent such  a  force,  and  under  such  circumstances,  as  that, 
in  w*r,  the  greatest  possible  efficiency  and  activity  miglit 
be  attained  at  a  short  notice.  But  if  these  principles,  then 
sanctioned,  and  so  long  acquiesced  in,  are  to  be  departed 
from,  and  the  objeet  of  the  resolution  be  to  organic  the 
army  upon  a  mere  peace  establishment,  in  reference  to 
present  cogencies,  and  without  r^rd  to  the  probid>iIities 
of  war,  and  of  dwger,  at  ?ome  luture  period,  then,  by 
thai  nde  of  adjustment^  it  might,  for  our  present  service, 
be  sufficient  to  place  the  army  under  the  command  of  a 
brigadier  general.  By  such  an  arrangement,  one  major 
general  and  a  brigadier,  with  three  aids-dc-camp,  could  be 
dispensed  with,  and  thereby  a  saving  to  the  Government 
be  created  of  more  than  fourteen  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  pay  department  might 
also  be  rcfonned  to  advanta^,  be  rendered  more  ser- 
viceable, and  less  expensive  tfian  under  the  present  lysf em. 
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The  law  at  present  authorizes  fourteen  paymasters  to  be 
retained,  which  cost  the  Government  annually  about  thir- 
ty-two thousand  dollars.  Not  more  than  six  appear  to  be 
necessary.  I1ie  public  business  could,  witli  that  number, 
be  better  attended  to,  and  at  a  saving  of  eighteen  or  twen- 
ty thousand  dollars  annually,  to  the  country.  I'he  ^nut 
distances  which  the  paymasters  of  the  army  travel  m  vi- 
siting their  posts,  render  the  carrying  of  money  hasanl- 
ous,  and  ocea«on  large  ezpensca  to  tlM  Govcrameat  ou 
account  of  their  tmnsportation.  Tlieae  inconveiuenoes 
may  be  avoided  by  retaming  a  few  of  then  to  be  arranged 
at  different  points,  with  a  view  to  disburse  the  neccmty 
funds  to  the  subordinate  agents  at  posts.  Let  a  quarter- 
master or  commissary,  at  the  several  posts  where  troops 
are  stationed,  have  the  trust  confided  to  them  of  making 
pEtyments  to  the  troops,  and  the  expense  of  eiglit  pay- 
masters and  their  clerks  will  be  saved,  and  the  ptdiUc,  by 
the  arrangement,  be  beUcr  served.  Instead  of  payment 
being  made  to  the  troops  once  in  nx  months,  as  is  tfae 
ease  now  at  some  of  the  posts,  it  might  be  done  monthly  or 
weekly.  The  soldier  will  be  better  satisfied,  and  by  hav- 
ing only  small  sums  of  money  in  his  possession,' will  have 
less  disposition  to  desert,  and  fewer  fitcilities  to  enisle  him 
to  do  so.  Should  this  auggestion  be  adopted.  It  mi^t  be 
necessary  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  demand, 
from  time  to  time,  such  bonds,  and  in  sueh  penalties  from 
the  principal  and  subor^nate  paymaster^  as  the  ezigeney 
of  the  service  might  seem  to  requiie. 

By  this  arrangement  there  would  be  a  considerable 
saving  in  the  expenditures  of  die  Government,  even  after 
making  to  the  subordinate  paymasters  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation for  their  (Usbursements,  if  to  grant  any  shall  be 
considered  advisable.  But  whether  the  number  of  pay- 
masters be  reduced  or  not,  an  authority  should  be  ^veu 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  appoint  pay-wents  at  distant 
posts,  and  to  pUce  them  under  bonds  forCne  ftiAful  per- 
fbi>iiHuice  of  their  duty.  The  paymaster,  for  example^ 
who  is  charged  with  the  superintendence  M  tlie  troths  at 
cantonment  Gibson,  resides  at  Louisville,  KenCiKky.  To 
visit  this  post  once  in  two  months,  as  the  law  requires, 
will  make  the  transportation  account  alone  nearly  equ^ 
to  eight  thousand  dollars  a  year.  By  an  act  of  Ute  last 
session  of  Congress,  a  post  is  directed  to  be  established  at 
Key  West,  not  <ar  from  the  island  of  Cuba.  One  com- 
pany has  accordingly  been  ordered  there.  Gtring  to  and 
returning  from  that  post  to  Pensacola,  (the  residence  of 
the  paymaster,)  will  make  his  transportation  account  to 
constitute  a  considerable  item  in  the  course  of  the  year; 
when,  by  the  authority  asked  for,  the  payments  may  be 
as  well  and  safely  made  (and  at  a  trifling  expense)  through 
some  selected  officer  of  the  company.  ^ri*e  same  remark 
is  applicable  to  all  our  remote  and  distant  posts.  Trans- 
portation accrues  to  the  paymasters  and  their  clerks,  and 
the  expenses  of  a  guard  are  oftentimes  to  be  inenrred,  to 
give  Mue  eonroy  to  the  lunds  in  thor  possegrion.  Sub- 
ordinate agents  being  stationed  at  these  distant  places,  bj 
dratb,  to  DC  drawn  on  the  principal  paymaster^ 
expenditures,  and  particularly  the  risk  or  transportation, 
would  be  avoided. 

The  Surgeon  General  of  the  army  miglit  be  dispensed 
with.  lie  bas  no  disbursements  to  superintend  or  make, 
no  bonds  to  receive,  no  accounts  to  revise,  or  responnbi- 
lities  to  encounter.  The  principal  and  material  duty  to 
be  rendered  by  him,  is  in  the  purchasing  and  distributing 
of  medicines;  a  duty  which  ia  performed  by  a  quarter- 
master of  the  army  at  New  York,  at  which  place  mescal 
supplies  are  obtained,  and  from  which  point  they  are  dis- 
tributed to  the  several  posts. 

The  two  Inspectors  General  of  the  army,  it  occurs  to 
me,  are  not  essential  to  the  service,  under  a  contemplated 
peace  establishment.   As  diese  offices  heretofore  were  ~ 
executed,  tfie  incumbents  were  required  to  make  secret, 
confidential,  rommnnications  to  the  Department,  of  the 
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conduct  of  officer*,  together  with  the  more  ^neral  duty 
of  reporting  the  situation  of  our  postSt  their  condition, 
arms,  and  armament.  It  Is  not  compatible  with  tlie  dig- 
ni^,  tb«  feelings,  the  pride,  and  character  of  an  officer, 
to  have  private  confidential  reports  made  of  him  and  his 
comioand,  to  be  placed  privately  away  amongst  the  ar- 
chirea  of  the  office.  There  are  some  on  file  of  former 
times,  which,  if  rendered  pubUc,  could  nM  fail  to  pro- 
duc»atrife  asd  difficulty  amongvt  individuals.  Why  in- 
spect the  conduct  of  an  officer?  Beliance  must  be  liad 
on  his  pride  of  character.  He  is  unfit  to  command  who 
deserves  not  implicitly  lo  be  confided  in.  If,  in  any  thing 
required  by  law  or  regtdation,  an  officer  disregards  or 
omita  the  performance  of  the  trusts  confided  to  Viltn,  re- 
medies are  at  hand,  and  vigilance  for  their  fulfilment,  on 
the  part  of  his  associates,  is  seldom  or  ever  wanted.  The 
approach  of  an  inspector  to  a  post  is  nearly  periodical. 
The  officer  in  command  can  ialculate  with  much  accu- 
racy as  to  the  'period  of  the  liait,  and  can  well  arrange 
every  thing  to  meet  his  arrival  and  tlie  inspection.   If  (£»- 

Sosed  to  do  his  <h>ty,  the  inspector  brings  no  benefit,  pro- 
uces  no  good.  If  careless  of  it,  a'few  dan  of  prepara- 
tion wiU  ptaoe  hhn  securely  beyond  any  eneet  mm  tiie 
inquest. 

Harmony  is  essentinl  to  the  quiet  and  well-beinf  of  an 
arm^l  and  to  this  regard  should  be  had,  if  one  is  to  be 
retained.  Strife  amTjealousy  amongst  different  branches 
and  departments  of  it  diould  be  avoidetf,  if  possible. 
Their  fionser^uences  are  disagreeable,  and  tlieir  tendency 
injurious  to  the  public  service.  To  effect  so  desirable  an 
object,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  as  matter  connected  with  the 
subject  of  the  resolution  under  con^deraUon,  that  the 
administrative  branches  of  0ie  staff  of  the  army  should  not 
be  connected  with  the  line  of  tlie  army.  The  bncied 
ease  and  increased  emolument  which  these  offices  afford, 
make  them  the  cause  of  solidtude  to  those  who  obtain 
them*  and  f»f  jealousy  on  the  part  of  otliers,  who  are  less 
Bucccssfiil  in  weir  applications.  To  avoid  this,  it  has  be- 
come an  object  with  the  Department,  in  the  distribution, 
to  equalize  these  appointments  Amongst  the  respective 
regiments,  as  much  as  possible.  It  might  be  preferable 
to  separate  them  entirely;  at  least  the  experiment  might 
be  salely  andadvantageouslj'  essayed  for  the  present,  oy 
some  changed  organization  m  the  Ordnance  Department. 

In  peace,  or  in  war,  tiits  is  a  most  important  arm  of  our 
service.  Through  it  are  provided  munitions  of  war  to  be 
in  rendiness  in  moments  of  danger,  and  by  it  are  con- 
structed the  arms  which  are /ec^uired  for  the  defence  of 
the  coimtry.  Immense  quantities  (more  thr.n  ten  mil- 
lions) of  public  property  are  in  its  possession  and  care. 
Officers,  when  compowng  a  part  of  the  armjr,  in  justice 
to  themseWei^  to  their  own  improvement  m  the  lines, 
and  that  jealousies  may  be  suppressed,  should  occanon- 
ally  return  to  their  commands.  Changes  miist  take  place, 
and  these  changes  affect  tlie  regularity  of  tlie  system,  and 
of^en  occasion  a  waste  of  public  property.  A  bill  was  in- 
troduced at  the  last  session,  which,  if  properly  matured, 
and  acted  upon,  would  contribute  to  the  efficiency  of  this 
arm  of  service,  and  to  the  public  interest,  and  at  the  same 
time  add  but  little,  if  any  tiling,  to  the  present  expenses 
of  the  amy. 

All  of  which  it  respectfully  tubnutted. 

J.  H.  EATON. 

To  tiM  gpuum  of  the  Boute  of  BqimentaHvef. 

Letter  from  Ike  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  to  to  much  of  the 
rtmrntun  of  the  Bioute  of  BqireseHtativet  of  the  tth  in- 
etant  at  remea  to  the  7\>p(^rephieal  JBa^netn. 

Wak  DEFABT'MK^aT,  Jonuonf  SO,  1831. 
■SiKi  In  answer  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  ot  the  7th  instant,  which  relates 
to  the  topographical  engineers,  I  have  the  honor  to  state: 


That  the  topographical  corps  ofthearmyiaof  great  im- 
portance to  the  country.  Recently,  its  operations  have 
been  confined  to  what  may  be  conndered  civil  purposes: 
to  the  sun'eyin^  of  practicable  routes  for  roads  and  canak, 
and  to  the  opening  and  improving  of  the  navigation  of  our 
streams,  bays,  harbors,  and  inlets.  I'hcsc,  seemingly,  are 
all  exclusively  civil  objects,  uUiiongh  they  are  not  so  in 
reality,  inasmuch  as  the  information  thus  obtained,  may  be 
servtceably  tised  hereafter  in  military  operations,  when 
war  shall  take  place,  the  benefits  resulting  from  the  indus- 
try of  this  corps  will  be  found  of  incalculable  advairtage- 
A  knowledge  of  tlie  relative  positions  nf  places,  of  their 
elevations  and  depressions,  and  of  the  advantatres  prwiiscd 
by  their  occnpatio.i,  will  remain  in  the  War  Office,  ready, 
on  proper  occasiitns,  to  be  turned  to  useful  account. 

The  surveys  which  are  now  possessed  are  the  wcrk  of 
tliis  useful  and  valuable  corps,  and  have  been  obtained  by 
the  industrious  pursuit  of  its  ^tiei^  thnMuh  suoccwt  c 
seasons.  If  the  works  to  which  they  h*ve  refocnce  should 
ever  be  undertaken,  the  results  of  tltore  surveys  are  in 
reacUness  and  furnish  the  necessary  data;  if  not,  t1ie!r 
value  will  still  be  pei-ceivcd  and  felt  in  future  militaiy 
operations.  A  commanding  general  may  carefully  watch, 
and  sedulously  guard  his  armv;  yet,  if  he  be.  a  strangtr  lo 
the  countrj',  and  without  information  of  its  relative  ^l-^^- 
tions,  and  of  the  advantages  to  be  dcrivctl  from  places  to 
be.  occupied,  he  will  but  grope  his  way  in  darkness,  and 
be  vulnerable  to  an  oppo«ng  officer  who  may  have  a  bel- 
ter knowledge  than  himself  of  these  facta.  No  general 
can  operate  successfully  who  is  ignorant  of  tlie  topography 
of  the  country,  and  of  its  agitable  and  defensible  pMDts, 
and  of  the  various  positions  to  be  iaken,  which  may  bene- 
fit himself,  or  produce  injury  to  an  enemy. 

In  this  counlry  we  have  an  extensive  inland  and  mari- 
time frontier,  and  for  their  security  and  protection  murb 
labor  has  yet  to  be  performed.  Our  entire  line  of  frontier, 
our  bays,  harbors,  and  inlets,  should  be  carefully  exsmin- 
ed  and  surveyed.  Points  which  are  assailable^  and  th" 
mode  of  defending  these,  with  all  necessai^  details,  should 
be  carefully  looked  into,  and  the  information  so  oblaincr*. 
treasured  up  with  the  archives  of  the  country. 

Under  this  aspect  of  the  case,  the  class  fication  of  the 
duties  to  be  periormed  by  this  corp^  ezcluuvcly  miIitar^, 
may  be  thus  stated: 

1st.  Surveys  of  military  posiUun?  for  purposes  of  p'r- 
manent  fortifications. 

2d.  Surveys  of  our  inland  frontier,  to  ascertain  the 
points  best  situated  for  defence,  after  what  manner  attacks 
may  be  made,  and  tlie  best  motles  of  opposing  them. 

3d.  An  examination  of  the  seacoost  generally,  and  par- 
ticularly of  all  seaports,  bat's,  and  inlets,  the  avenues  by 
which  these  may  be  approached,  and  the  modes  of  pro- 
tecting and  defending  them. 

Aid.  The  Biirveyiug  of  such  military  roada  as  nay  most 
advantageously  connect  the  several  military  pontioM upon 
our  inland  frontier. 

The  foregoing  remarks  and  statement  of  duties  relate  to 
the  employment  of  the  topographical  engineers  during  > 
state  of  peace;  but,  in  Umes  of  war,  for  which  all  its  ptaci 
operations  may  be  conudered  as  preparatory,  their  labon 
become  more  ezduawly  military,  and  may  be  said  to  em- 
brace the  extensive  range  of  duties  of  the  field  engineer, 
and  for  which  tlieir  occupation  in  times  of  peace  qii^fy 
them.  They  arc  a  necessary  appendage  to  every  anrv, 
and,  with  propriety,  may  be  called  the  eyes  of  the  ccm- 
tnanding  general,  and  of  the  Government,  as  itis  upon  tiic 
results  and  labors  of  such  a  corps  tli^t  all  judicious  pUns 
of  military  operations  must  be  based.' 

Tlie  addition  to  tlie  present  topographical  engineers, 
and  the  organization  required,  and  which  u  now  recom- 
mended, arc  such  as  will  form  a  corps,  to  consist  of  one 
colonel,  ,one  lieutennnt  colonel,  two  majors,  ten  captains, 
ten  lirat  lieutenants,  and  ten  second  iientensnts;  which 
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numbers  ftnd  orfaniziition  are  considered  u  requuite  to 
meet  the  present  military  wants  of  the  cocntry. 

All  which  U  respectfully  submitted. 

.  J.  a.  EATON. 

The  SiuKUo/Zite  Bourn  of  RqprtatniatneM. 


ACC01TNTS  IN  SUIT. 
Jtqml  of  the  S^ettor  of  the  TVeonirv,  of  the  aeeounit  in 
tttU  on  4ik  Julyt  1830. 
OmcB  or  SouciTOB  or  tim  TBUtcmT,  Jan.  6, 1831- 

Siai  III  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  **Act  to 
provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  SoUcHor  of  the  Trea- 
sury," I  have  the  honor  respGctfully  to  submttt  for  die 
iuforiDHtion  of  Conj^ress,  the  following  report: 

In  the  performance  of  the  duly  imposed  upun  the  Soli- 
citor, "  to  olitain  from  tlie  seveml  Distnct  Attorneys  of 
the  United  States  full  and  accurate  accounts  of  all  the 
causes  and  actions  pendin^f  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  the  United  States  were  plaiittiffs,  on  tlie 
4lh  day  of  July,  and  to  cause  an  abstract  thereof,  showing 
the  names  of  th«  parties  in  each  suit,  tlie  cause  of  action, 
the  time  of  its  commcQcement,  and  sucli  other  mattei-s  as 
may  be  necaasary  to  full  information  respecting  the  same, 
to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  Congfress,"  soon  after  I 
assumed  the  duties  of  that  office,  the  circular,  a  copj^  of 
which  it  hereunto  annexed*  and  marked  A,  contaniing 
rcjfulations  for  Uic  obiicrvance  of  Uistrict  Attorneys,  Mar- 
shals, Clerks,  and  Collectors,  was  issued,  and  the  several 
District  Attorneys  required  to  report  the  information 
callecl  for  by  Coiig^ress.  From  their  returns  I  have  pre- 
pared three  statements,  of  which  the  one  marked  B  exhi- 
bits a  report  of  the  suits  broug:ht  on  Treasury  transcriptu; 
tlie  one  marked  C  exhibits  a  report  of  suits  brought  on 
custom-house  bomlsi  and  the  third,  qiarked  D,  exhibits  a 
report  of  suits  for  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures)  all 
which  were  pending  on  the  4th  day  of  July  last. 

The  returns  of  some  of  the  Attorneys  did  not  contuii 
"  full  infurmittion"  respecting  the  tiuits  in  their  districts. 
Several  were  little  more  than  copies  of  the  dockut  entries 
from  the  records  of  the  Courts.  Tlicse  defects  iiave  in 
part  been  supplied,  as  it  respects  suits  on  Treasury  tran- 
scripts, from  tlic  register  of  such  suits  transferred  to  this 
office  from  that  of  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  tlie  Treasuty;  but 
the  suits  on  custom-house  bonds,  and  for  fines,  penalties, 
and  forfeitures,  not  being  under  his  superintendence,  no 
register  of  them  was  kept  by  him;  and  of  course  but  little 
inform^on  of  those  which  were  instituted  prior  to  tJie 
Istday  of  June  last,  isin  the  possession  of  this  office.  Sucli 
information,  however,  as  it  has  been  practicable  to  collect 
in  these  several  classes  of  suits,  in  the  short  period  uiice 
this  office  was  established,  is  contuned  in  tiie  three  state- 
mcnta  abovcmcntioned. 

From  these,  it  appears  that  the  amounts  for  whicli  suits 
were  pending  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  were  as  follows,  viz: 
On  Treasury  transcripts,  •    ti,883,190  57 

OnCtMtom4uKUebondi^         •         •      1,348,686  83 


Making  a  total  of         -         -    $3,131.677  39 

The  third  class  of  suits,  for  fines,  penalties,  and  for- 
r.-itiires,  being  principally  in  rem,  no  accurate  estimate 
can  be  made  of  their  amount. 

An  amount  morz  than  three  times  as  lar^  as  the  above 
is  pKibaUy  due  to  the  United  States  on  judgments  reti- 
dmd  previous  to  the  4th  of  Julj-.  WilFi  a  view  to  col- 
lect information  respecting  the  situation  of  debts  of  this 
description,  a  circular,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto 
itnnexed,  marked  E,  was  directed  to  the  several  District 
Attorney.*,  requiring  tlicm  to  report  what  suits  pirosccuted 
tojwlgm^iit  rem^tiiied  unsatisfied,  in  which  expectation!! 
were  cntertaiiird  of  collecting  a  part  of  the  whole  amount^ 
of  the  d^bli  wiut  procjfshad  been  issued  on  such  judg-' 


menta,  and  whatretums  had  been  made;  what  property, 
personal  or  real,  was  bound  by  such  judgment)  where 
such  property  is  situated;  in  whose  poaseanon  it  was, 
either  as  ezecutorB«  adndnistnton,  aangneei^  truteei,  w 
ofterwiset  what  were  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  Keni 
on  such  property,  if  any  there  were,  prior  to  that  of  the 
United  States)  v^at  was  the  prospect  of  recovering  the 
whole  amount,  or  any  part  of  such  judgtnentsi  what  was 
the  amount  expected  to  be  realised;  what  were  the  obsta- 
cles which  have  heretofore  interposed,  and  whidi  yet 
prevail,  and  the  prospect  of  their  removati  with  all  other 
matters  important  to  be  known  at  this  office. 

The  infiumatitm  called  for  by  ftese  several  inquiries,  is 
beliered  to  be  essential  to  the  efficient  ^schiu^  of  the 
duties  of  this  office,  so  ftr  as  they  relate  to  the  collection 
of  the  outstanding  judgment  debts.  To  enable  the  Dis- 
trict Attorneys  to  furnish  it,  tedious  examinations  of 
records,  and  frequent  resort  to  the  asnstance  of  the  clerks 
of  the  courts,  are  necessary.  A  great  proportion  of  these 
judgments  having  been  recoveretl  before  die  present  Dis- 
trict Attorneys  came  into  office,  the  legal  fees,  whicli, 
under  existing  laws,  constitute  the  principal  compensation 
to  attorneys,  nave  already  been  pun  to  their  predecessors. 
It  is  manifest,  therefore,  as  no  commission  is  allowed  for 
the  collection  of  mon^,  that,  for  the  services  of  the  pre- 
sent Attorneys,  either  in  procuring  tlic  information  I  have 
called  for  in  the  last  mentioned  circular,  or  for  further 
attention  in  enforcing  the  jui^pnents^  no  renuineratiim 
whatever  is  provided.  Several  AttonieTS  have  asked  for 
compensation,  and  some  of  the  clerks  have  refused  tbdr 
aid  witiiout  an  assurance  that  it  will  be  made. 

Some  estimate  of  the  importance  of  the  subject  about 
which  information  is  sought,  may  be  formed  from  the 
return  which  was,  about  a  year  ago,  m.ide  by  the  United 
States'  Attorneys  in  the  several  districts,  in  pursuance  of 
an  order  of  the  President,  of  all  the  suits  on  Treasury 
transcripts.    This  return  comprehended  all  suits  of  this 
description,  in  which  judgments  had  been  recovered  by 
the  Umted  States,  and  remained  unsatisfied  in  part  or  the 
whole,  together  with  all  such  as  were  still  pending. 
The  a^p-egate  sum  due  upon  tliem,  was     #7,74^407  80 
Suppose  the  aTnount  of  the  suits  pending  at 
the  period  of  that  return,  to  be  equid  to 
that  of  tlie  suits  pending  on  the  4th  day  of 
Julylsst,  towitj        -         ,-         -     1,776,536  96 


And  deduct  it  from  the  abovcmentioned  ag> 
^egate,  and  the  balance  on  outstanding 
judgments  on  Treasury  transcripts,  will 
be       -         -         -         -         -  #5,645^^084 


The  aggregate  amount  of  suits  on  custom- 
house bonds,  including  those  which  arc 
pending,  as  well  as  those  which  have  been 
prosecuted  to  judgment,  was,  on  the30tfa 
September  last,         -  -   16,68^490  00 

Suppose  the  amount  due  on  suits  on  cuh> 
tom-hoiise  bonds  pending  on  that  day,  to 
be  equal  to  that  of  suits  of  the  same  sort 
pending  on  the  4th  day  of  July  last,  to 
Ut:     -         -         -         .         -     1,341,686  83 


And  dcducf  it  from  the  above  aggrrf^e, 
and  the  balance  due  on  bonds  prosecuted 
to  judgment,  and  remaining  unsatisfied, 
will  be  -         ■         -         .   $5,633,803  IS 

This  hut  amount,  added  to  that  due  on 
unsstisfied  judgments  on  Treasury  tran- 
scripts, to  wit:  .         -         -     5.645.880  84 

Will  show  the  total  sum  of  principal  due 
■to  the  Government  on  outstanding  judg- 
ments, to  be  .         -         -         -   §11,360,694  03 
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To  this  turn  muLV  be  added  seveni  millions  for  intereit; 
bntthereoi^htaiioto  be  deducted  from  it  a  considerable 
amoim^  which  connsts  of  iudgmenta  Rg;iin!it  sureties  on 
official  and  custmB-house  bonds.  The  foregoing  view, 
bovver,  though  not  exact,  preaents  a  sufficient  approxi- 
mation to  the  truth  to  detnonatrate  the  importance  of  the 
aubjeet  H  embraces. 

No  remuneration  ia  provided  by  law  to  stimulate  the 
zeal  of  the  United  autes"  Attorneys  in  the  collection  of 
tUfl  vast  amount  of  debt  Tlie  legal  feea  in  almost  all  the 
MUiM  hKraifi  already  been  paid  to  thdr  predeceaaori  in 
office,  who  instituted  them,  no  inducement  but  a  cold 
aense  of  unprofitable- duty  is  left  to  excite  them  to  exer- 
tion. A  .very  great  proportion  of  this  mass  of  debt  is 
due  flom  persona  and  estates  that  are  hopelessly  insolvent 
Still,  however,  it  is  believed  that  a  large  amount,  which 
will  otherwise  be  lost,  might  be  gleaned,  if  an  adequate 
inducement  to  encounter  the  labor  of  collecting  the  infor. 
mation  called  for,  and  to  act  vigorously  and  zealously  after 
obtaining  tliat  information,  were  held  out  to  IMstrict 
Attorneys,  in  the  shape  of  a  liberal  commission  on  colleC' 
tlons.  It  would  seem  peculiarly  proper  that  tlic  com- 
missions now  allowed  to  collectors  of  the  customs  for 
collections  on  bonds  which  are  put  in  suit  should  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  Attorneys,  who  have  the  labor  and  responsi- 
bili^  of  making  them.  This  arrangement  while  it  would 
create  no  addilionaJ  expense  to  the  public,  would  operate 
as  a  stimulus  to  ngilance  and  caution  on  the  part  of  Col- 
lector^ in  requiring  such  security  as  would  prevent  the 
necesnty  of  resorting  to  Httg^ition,  and  to  a  zealous  dis- 
chai^  of  duty  by  Attorneys,  whenever  litigation  should 
become  neeeaatfy.  It  is  believed,  also,  that  a  true  econo- 
my would  dictate  an  allowance  of  commissions  to  Attur- 
neys  fot  cc^cction  in  suits  on  Treasury  transcripts,  as  well 
as  on  custom-house  bonds;  and  that  the  Increase  of  the 
sum,  which  would,  in  consequence  of  it,  be  brought  into 
the  Treasury,  would  be  much  greater  than  tlie  amount  of 
those  commissions. 

The  foregoing  remarks  present  an  imperfect  view  of 
the  prominent  defects  of  the  present  system  of  collecting 
the  public  dues,  when  suit  has  become  necessary;  and  the 
daily  discharge  of  my  officiul  functions  has  so  forcibly 
impressed  them  on  my  mind,  that  I  have  thought  it  my 
du^,  in  this  report,  respectfully  to  bring  them  to  the 
notice  of  Congress,  who  alone  have  power  to  provide  an 
adeauate  remedy. 

1  nave  the'  honor  to  be,  with  groit  reject,  ur,  your 
most  fiuthfiil  and  obe^ent  servant 

V.  MAXCY, 
SoHdlor  of  the  TVeiuury. 
To  the  Hon.  the  SrzAKia  of  theHouteof  Sq>reamtative>. 

A. 

drcuiir  from  the  ScSidiorofthe  TVeoaury,  with  rat^atioru 
to  he  Murved  by  Distriet  Allomey,  Curka  of  tRe  CireuH 
and  Diahiet  CwrU,  Mankabj  end  CiMeetat  of  the  United 
Statet. 

OmCK  or  THK  SoLiciToii  or  tu  Trbasdrt, 

.  Watkiagton,  July  37,  1830. 

Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of 
an  act  passed  at  the  Ute  session  of  Congrcs^  to  provide 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 

On  entering  into  the  relations  which  tliat  act  has  esta- 
blished between  the  Solicitor  and  the  law  officers  and  Col- 
lector! of  the  United  States,  I  cannot  but  feel  a  deep 
sense  of  the  re^wmibility  connected  with  tlie  superinten- 
dence of  the  rauttiftirioius  and  important  concerns  commit- 
ted to  my  diarge.  Diffused  as  theae  concerns  are  through- 
oat  dus  widely  extended  Union,  tliey  cannot  be  managed 
in  a  manner  fatiifiutory  to  the  offlcers  or  partiei  concern* 
ed,  ot  witii  a  due  regard  to  tlie  interest  of  the  Goyem- 
men^  iritlmt  the  establishment  and  a  punctual  and  ezac 


observance  of  /rgulatimu,  which  shall  form  a  chain  of  re- 
sponsibility, binding  each  officer  to  hisduty,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  legal  proeeedingi^  ttiroughout  their  vatioas 
stages,  till  the  execuiion  of  judgment  wall  place  the  pub- 
lic dues  in  the  Treasury  of  tue  United  Statin.  In  framing 
those  ii^tch  I  now  transmit  I  have  endeavored  to  consult 
tlie  ccmvenience  of  the  several  officers  wh(Hn  they  affect, 
as  far  as  is  compatible  with  a  just  system  of  accountabiGty- 
It  would  be  presumptuous  in  roe  to  expect  ijiat,  in  tlic 
present  fnvaoization  of  a  new  office,  I  nave  prepared  a 
system  wiuiout  error,  or  tilat  experience  «-ni  not  pmnt 
out  new  chcclu  or  useful  nmEficatioBs  and  altefationa. 
Such  as  your  reflection  and  observation  may  suggest,  if 
communicated,  will  be  conndered  and  examined  witli  the 
utmost  care  and  candor,  with  a  vicv  to  the  unprovement 
and  perfection  of  the  system;  but,  until  the  regulations  for 
the  transaction  of  business  now  established  shall  be  modi- 
fied or  rescinded,  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  an  exact  ob- 
servance of  tliem.  Tliat  the  mutual  dependence  and  pro- 
priety of  tlie  various  parts  of  the  system  of  checks  now 
presented  may  be  seen  and  understood,  by  being  viewed 
together,  1  subjoin  to  this  circular  a  copy  of  the  regula- 
tions, established  not  only  for  your  government,  but  for 
that  of  all  the  different  officer^  who  must  contribute  their 
share  of  duty  in  accompfishing  the  object  of  the  laws  here- 
with transmitted. 

1  place  much  reliance  for  aid,  in  the  dischargee  of  my 
anhious  duties^  not  only  upon  the  talents  and  bu«nea 
habits  of  the  law  officers  and  collectors  of  the  United 
States,  but  still  m<»-e  upon  their  cordis  and  h««r^  ca-of- 
eration  in  devinngthe  means  of  carrying  into  complete  ef- 
fect the  great  objects  in  view,  the  punctual  payment  of 
tlie  public  dues,  and  the  prevention  of  frauds  upm  the 
Treasury;  and  I  cannot  doubt  tliat  a  class  of  citizena  so 
distinguished  for  higli  character,  intelligence,  and  patriot- 
ism, will  feel  with  loe  an  amtntion  to  demonstrmte,  bj  a 
fiutbful  and  efficient  performance  of  our  reapective  duties 
the  utility  of  our  several  offices,  and  their  adaptation  to  pro- 
mote the  public  weal.  On  my  part  it  will  be  my  first  and 
strongest  deaire  to  reconale  a  rigid  and  exact  fuUlmeiit 
of  the  laborious  and  reaponsible  task  prescribed  to  me  by 
law,  witli  sucli  observance  of  comity  and  regard  to  the 
feehngs  of  all  with  whom  I  am  connected  as  slull  ensure  a 
continuance  of  the  most  CDrd:al  and  respectful  relati<Hi* 
between  its. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  rcspectfiiUy,  sir,  your  moat 
fiuthful  and  i^edicnt  servant 

V.  MAXCY, 
SoSdtar  of  the  TVtaminf. 

Begulationt  to  be  obttnxd  by  Ihe  Colketora  of  the  eusiomg. 

1.  Whenever  a  revemte  bond  shall  not  have  been  paid 
when  it  becomes  due,  you  vil^  to  uae  the  tCRnstrf'  the 
law  prescribing  your  duty,  deliver  it  for  suit  to  the  His* 
trict  Attorney  forthwith  and  wttlioot  delay,**  and  vSl 
take  triplicate  receipts  of  tlie  Attomcyt  one  of  which  is 
to  be  forwarded  by  the  first  mail  to  this  office,  tufftlber 
with  a  fiill  and  eSMct  description  of  the  date  and  amouni 
of  such  bond,  and  of  the  time  when  it  became  payable,  and 
the  names  of  all  the  obligors  theretot  one  to  be  cent  with 
your  first  quarterly  returns  thereafter,  to  the  firat  Auditor 
of  the  Treasury,  and  the  other  to  be  retained  by  your- 
self. If  any  part  of  the  bond  liave  been  paid,  the  amount 
of  such  payment  i^nd  the  time  when  made,.niust  be  stated. 
That  the  reports  of  tlie  several  Ccllcctors  may  be  uni- 
form, 1  have  sent  you  a  form  for  them. 

2.  Whenever  any  obligor  of  a  bond  put  in  auit  shall, 
before  execution  is  delivered  to  the  marshal,  pay  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  such  bond  to^ou,  you  will  give  him 
triplicate  receipts,  one  of  vhieh  »  to'  be  retained  in  his 
own  handle  mm  the  other  two  to  be  deGvered  to  the  Dia* 
trict  Attorn^'t  one    them  to  be  filed  as  hit  autboity  fbr 
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rmng  the  neceUBry  credit  on  tfie  bond,  and  for  nukinK 
the  proper  entir  on  the  docket,  and  tht  other  to  be  for- 
warded to  this  office,  as  the  voucher  upon  wUch  he  ts  to 
be  discharged  from  responsibility. 

3.  In  like  numner,  you  will  give  to  the  District  Attorney 
triplicate  Tecei|>ts  for  money  wliich  he  may  pay  you  from 
the  defendant*  in  discharge  of  bonds  in  suit,  ana  specify 
therein  particuUrly  the  object  for  wJiich  the  money  is 
paid. 

4.  Whenever,  after  erocution  is  ddirered  to  the  Mar- 
shal, he  shall  pay  you  a  part  or  the  whole  amount  of  the 
judg-ment,  you  will  deliver  to  him  triplicate  receipts,  that 
Jie  may  retain  one  himsetf.  forward  one  as  a  voucher  to 
me,  and  send  the  other  with  his  regular  return  to  the  first 
Auditor  of  tlie  Treasury,  to  be  filed  in  his  office. 

5.  In  compliance  with  the  duty  prescribed  in  the  fourth 
section  of  the  above  mentioned  act,  whenever  you  sltall 
cause  a  seizure  to  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  enfbrcinjf 
any  forfeiture,  you  will,  by  the  first  mtui,  give  information 
thereof  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 

Reguhiiotu  to  U  obaerved  hy  JKetrtei  Aitomeyt. 

1 .  Whenever  a  bond  shallbe  transmitted  or  delivered  to 
you  for  suit  by  any  Collector,  you  w  Jlgive  bim  triplicate  re- 
ceipts, and  forthwith  and  without  delay*'  institute  suits 
against  all  the  parties  thereto.  By  the  first  maQ  after- 
wards, you  will  transmit  information  thereto  to  Ae  Bofici- 
tor  of  the  Treasury,  together  with  a  Adl  and  exact  de- 
scription of  the  date  of  such  bond,the  amount  due  thereon, 
tlie  time  when  itbecame  payable,  and  the  names  of  alltlie 
obligors.  I  send  you  herewith  printed  forms  of  these  re- 
tarns. 

S.  In  like  manner,  whenever  a  transcript  of  the  ac- 
coanta  of  any  deUnqnent  pubUc  officer,  certified  by  the 
First  or  Second  Cooiirtroller  of  the  Treasuty,  shall  be  for- 
irarded  to  you  for  suit  from  tliis  oflRce,  you  will  immedi- 
itely  commence  suit  thereon,  and.bv  the  first  mail  give  in- 
"ormation  thereof  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 

3.  You  will,  also,  when  any  suit  or  action  for  the  reco- 
•ery  of  a  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  slwll  be  instituted, 
mmediately  transmit  to  this  office  a  statement  of  such  suit 
ft  action,  specifying  the  name  of  the  defendant,  the  cause 
»f  the  action,  the  time  of  its  commencement,  w^th  such  re- 
narks  as  are  neeessnry  to  the  full  understanding  of  tlie 
■ame. 

4.  Whenever  any  obligor  of  a  custom-house  bond  shall 
lesire  to  discharge  part  or  the  whole  of  his  debt  previous 
o  judgment,  you  will  request  bim  to  pay  the  money  to 
he  Collector  who  delivered  the  bond  for  suit,  and  to  take 
rinlicate  receipts  therefor.  Two  of  these  receipts  you 
^ill  require  htm  to  deliver  to  yout  one  to  authorize  you  to 
ive  him  credit  for  the  amount  thus  paid  on  the  bond,  and 
3  be  retained  by  yotit  the  other  you  will  transmit  to  the 
See,  to  serve  as  my  authority  for  ^ving  you  credit,  and 
jscharging  you  from  responsibility.  If,  instead  of  pay- 
ng  the  money  to  the  C<^lector,  as  requested,  he  should 
lake  a  tender  of  the  whole  amount  due  the  Government 
>  yourself,  you  will  receive  the  samet  fortbwitli  deposite 

to  the  credit  of  the  Collector  who  delivei^d  you  the 
ond  for  suit,  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  an  of- 
ce  thereof,  or  some  other  bank  authorized  to  receive 
loremnnent  deposites,  and  take  triplicate  certificates  of 
ich  deponte  from  Uie  cashier,  de«gni>ting  the  object  for 
iiich  the  payment  was  made.  One  of  these  you  will  re- 
■in  yourself;  one  you  will  transmit  by  the  first  mail  to 
lis  office,  as  a  voucher  for  your  release  from  responslbili- 

and  the  third  you  will  deliver  or  forward  by  the  first 
ail  to  the  Collector  from  whom  the  bond  was  received- 
there  be  no  bank  near  in  wUeh  Government  deposites 
«  made,  you  may,  if  more  convenient,  pay  the  amount 
the  Collector  who  delivered  the  bond  for  suit,  and  take 
iplicate  receiptsfrom  him,deMgnating  the  object  for  wbkh 
e  payment  was  rnnde.   One  nt  thesa  receipts  you  will 


retain  yourself)  one  you  will  transmit  by  tlie  first  mail  to 
this  office,  as  a  voucher  for  your  discurge  from  further 
responsibility  t  and  the  third  yon  will  forward  by  the  fi.>^ 
mail  to  the  First  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  placed  on 
file  by  him,  and  to  be  preserved  as  a  uieck  U)  the  settle- 
ment of  the  CoUector'i  accounts.  You  will  direct  him  to 
pay  the  costs  to  the  Marshal,  and  take  duplicate  receipts. 
On  the  defendant's  delivering  one  of  these  receipts  to  you, 
in  addition  to  the  Collector^  recript  for,  or  tlie  payment 
to  yourself  of,  the  whole  amount  due  to  the  Uiuted  StMei^ 
you  will  make  such  entty  on  the  docket  as  shall  be  neces- 
sary for  the  discharge  of  the  defendant. 
.  6.  Whenever  any  defendant  to  a  suit,  other  than  upon  a 
custom-house .  bono,  whether  for  debt  or  a  fine,  penal^, 
or  forfeiture,  is  desirous  of  paying  a  part  or  the  whole  of 
the  demand  against  him  previous  to  the  delivery  of  e»:cu- 
tion,  you  will  request  him  to  depoute  tlie  money,  or  such 
part  thereof  as  belongs  to  the  United  States,  in  tlte  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  or  some  office  thereof,  or  some  other 
bank  authorized  to  recuve  deposites  for  the  Government, 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  take 
triplicate  receipts  or  certificates  of  the  cashier,  designa* 
tine  the  object  on  account  of  which  the  payment  is  made, 
ana  deliver  two  of  them  to  you,  upon  which  you  will  give 
them  the  necessary  credit)  and  on  bis  producing  to  you, 
in  addition  theret<^  the  receipt  of  the  marshal  fur  costs, 
you  will  make,  accor^ng  to  ue  circumstances  of  the  case, 
the  entry  on  the  docket  necessary  for  the  aecui-ity  or  dis- 
charge of  the  defeiylant.  You  will  retain  one  of  the  cer- 
tificates of  deposite  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer,  and  tlte 
other  transmit  to  me  by  the  first  mail.  On  the  receipt  of 
it,  the  necessar)*  enti-y  will  be  made  npon  the  books  of 
this  office,  to  release  you  from  responsibility.  ^ 

If  the  defendant,  instead  of  making  deposite  in  bank, 
as  above  mentioned,  should  make  a  tender  of  the  whole 
amount  due  to  the  United  States  to  you,  you  will  receive 
it;  forthwith  deposite  it  in  the  Bank  of  the- United  Slates, 
or  an  office  thereof,  or  some  other  bank  anlhorized  to  re- 
ceive the  deposites  of  the  Government,  to  the  credit  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  take  triplicate 
certificates  of  deposite  of  the  cashier,  designating  the  ob- 
ject for  which  the  payment  is  made.  One  of  these  you 
will,  by  die  first  mail,  transmit  to  this  office,  as  a  voucher 
for  your  release  from  responsibility;  one  you  will  send  by 
the  first  mail  to  the  Auditor  in  whose  office  tlie  transcript 
on  which  suit  was  brought  was  preparedi  and  tlie  tliird 
you  will  retain  yourself. 

6.  Whenever  a  suit  shall  be  prosecuted  to  judgment, 
^ou  will  deliver  execution  to  the  marshal,  unless  tlierc  be, 
in  your  judgment,  good  reasons  for  delay,  sucli  as  the 
hopeless  insolvency  of  the  defendant.  Whenever  execu- 
tion is  thus  postponed,  you  will  report  the  case  to  this  of- 
ficer for  instruction.  Wliencver  you  deUver  execution  to 
the  marshal,  you  will  take  duplicate  receipts:  one  of  them 
you  will  retain  yourself,  and  the  other  you  will  send  by 
the  first  mail  to  this  office,  as  a  voucher  for  your  release 
from  responsibility. 

7.  You  will,  immediately  after  the  tnd  of  every  term  of 
the  District  and  Circuit  Courts,  or  of  any  State  Couru  iu 
which  any  suit  or  suits  may  have  been  instituted  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  furwanl  to  Uiis  office  a  statement, 
(which  the  law  requires  to  be  certified  by  the  clerk,)  of 
such  cases  as  have  been  decided  during  the  term,  and  such 
as  arc  pending,  togetlier  with  all  the  information  which 
may  be  necessary  Tor  understanding  the  true  situation  of 
each  case.  Your  statement  be  sent  in  two  diilercnt 
forma,  one  to  contain  the  suits  brought  on  treasury  ti-an- 
scripts,  and  the  other  on  custom-house  bonds,  siid  for 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures.  Printed  forms  for  these 
returns  are  herewith  sent. 

8.  In  all  cases  in  which  an  appeal  is  taken,  or  a  writ  of 
error  is  sued  out,  you  will  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  this 
office,  with  as  little  delay  as  nuy  be,  a  tr«o:cript  of  the 
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record,  which  you  will  examine  with  a  view  to  ascertun 
tha* it  is  a  faithful  copy,  and  will  accompany  the  same  witli 
a  report  of  the  argument  of  the  cause  m  the  court  below, 
noting  the  pmnts  made  anO  authorities  referred  to  by  the 
reapeetive  counsel. 

I  takclcavetncall  your  particular  attention  (othe  eighth 
section  of  the  act  sent  with  the  circular,  by  which,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  return  after  eacli  term,  you  arc  required  to 
transmit  to  this  office  "full  and  accurate  accounts  of  all 
causes  and  actiuns  pending  in  the  cuui-ts  of  the  United 
States"  in  j'our  district,  "in  which  the  United  States  are 
plaintiffs,  on  the  fourth  day  of  July"  of  the  present  year, 
m  siicll  a  manner  as  shall  en^le  mc  lo  prepare  an  Intelli* 
gible  abstract  of  all  mich  causes,  sliowin^  the  names  of 
the  parties  in  each  suit,  the  cause  of  action,  the  time  it 
accrued,  the  time  of  Uie  commencoment  of  the  suit,  and 
such  other  matters  as  may  be  necessary  to  full  information 
to  Congress  respecting  the  same.  As  tli^s  abstract  must 
be  laid  before  Congress  at  tlie  commencement  of  the  next 
Kiucm,  H  19  necessary  thitt  your  return  diould  be  niAde 
on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  October  next.  The  forms 
lent  for  your  statement  at  the  end  of  each  term  of  court 
wiU  answer  the  purpo<u:  of  this  report.  Be  pleased  to 
slate,  in  a  very  distinct  mminer,  the  cause  of  action,  and 
let  your  observations  in  the  column  of  remarks  be  full,  so 
that  the  object  and  situation  of  each  suit  may  be  clearly 
understood- 

JiegulaiioTU  to  be  observed  by  Cltrlu  of  the  Circuit  and  Dis- 
trict Courtt  of  the  United  States. 

1.  Hereafter,  you  will  forward  to  this  office,  within 
thirty  days  after  the  adjournment  of  each  successive  term 
of  the  Distric!;  and  Circuit  Courts,  respectively,  of  which 
}-ou  are  clerk,  a  list  of  all  the  judgments  and  decrees 
which  have  been  entered  in  the  said  courts,  respectively, 
during  such  term,  to  which  the  United  States  are  parties, 
showing  the  amount  which  lias  been  so  adjudged  or  de- 
creed, and  the  costs,  and  stating  the  term  to  which  execu- 
tion therein  has  been  made  returnable.  You  will  divide 
the  list  into  two  parts,  to  be  sent  in  two  separate  forms, 
one  to  contain'the  judgmeou  rendered  in  swts  brought 
on  Treasury  transcripts,  and  the  ^othcr  on  custom-house 
bonds,  and  for  £nes,  penalties,  ajid  forfeitures.  I  send 
you  printed  forms  for  these  returns. 

3.  You  will  examine  the  statement  reqmred  by  the 
third  section  of  said  act  to  be  made  by  the  United  States' 
Attorney  for  your  district,  and,  comparing  it  with  the  re- 
cords in  your  charge,  and  finding  it  correct,  you  mil 
thereto  subjoin  your  certificate. 

ReguUxtiont  lo  be  ohterved  by  Mmthab. 

1.  Whenever,  before  judgment,  any  defendant  to  a  suit 
f  the  United  States  shall  pay  you  the  costs  which  have 
ccnied,  you  will  ^ve  him  duplicate  receipts,  one  to  be 
Kept  by  himself,  aiid  the  other  to  be  deUvered  to  the  Dis- 
rict  Attorney. 

3.  Whenever,  in  any  suit  in  which  the  United  States 
are  plaintiffs,  the  District  Attorney  shall  deliver  a  writ  of 
execution  to  you,  you  will  give  him  duplicate  receipts,  in 
which  j^ou  will  state  the  names  of  the  parties,  the  amount 
of  the  judgment  and  costs,  with  the  time  from  which  in- 
terest accrues,  one  of  which  receipts  is  to  be  kept  by  him, 
and  the  otlier  to  be  transmitted  by  him  to  this  office  as  a 
Toucher,  upon  which  an  entry  is  to  be  made  to  release 
him  from  further  responsibility,  and  to  cbai^  you.  Tou 
will,  moreover,  by  the  first  mail,  after  execution  in  any 
case  shall  be  delivered  to  you,  transmit  infermation  there- 
of to  this  office. 

3.  Whenever  the  judgment  has  been  rendered  in  favor 
of  the  United  States  on  a  custom-house  bond,  and  the  exe- 
cution has  been  issued  and  satisfied  by  the  defendant,  you 
will  give  him  a  receipt  therefor.  Tou  tnW  immediately 
theramer  pay'  over  me  amount  of  the  judgment  to  the 
Collected  who  delivered  the  bond  for  suit,  uid  take  tiifdi- 


cate  receipts  therefor,  in  which  the  parties  are  to  be 
stated,  and  the  amount  of  the  judgment.  .  One  of  these 
receipts  you  will  keep  for  your  own  protection,  one  you 
will  transmit  to  this  office,  as  my  authority  for  makir^ 
such  entry  on  its  hooks  as  will  dkchargeyou  from  fiirther 
responnUlity,  and  the  other  you  will  transmit,  with  rcHir 
regular  accounts,  to  the  First  Auditor  of  the  Treaaun-,  to 
be  filed  as  a  check  in  the  settlement  of  the  Collector's  ac- 
counts. 

4.  Whenever  execution  slull  have  been  delirered  to 
you  upon  a  judgment  for  any  other  cause  than  a  custon- 
liousebond,  and  you  shall  hare  collected  the  money  oTAe 
defendant,  you  will  forthwith  depontethe  amount  belong- 
ing to  tlic  United  SUtea  in  the  Dank  of  the  Uiuted  States, 
or  one  of  its  offices,  which  may  be  nearest  you,  or  any 
other  bank,  if  nearer  to  you,  which  is  authorized  to  re- 
ceive Government  deposites,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States-  Tou  will  take  duplicate  certificates 
of  deposite  from  the  cashier,  designating  the  object  for 
which  the  money  is  paid,  one  of  which  jou  wiU  retain 
yourself,  and  transmit  the  other  to  this  office,  as  the 
voucher  upon  which  you  will  be  discharged  from  furllicr 
responsibility. 

5.  Hereafter  vou  w^ill  make  the  returns  required  by  the 
eighth  section  o'f  the  act  of  May  15.  1820,  for  the  hctur 
organization  of  the  Treasury  Department,  to  this  offic*, 
in  which  you  will  state  the  proceedings  which  have  takcpi 
place  upon  all  writs  of  execution  or  t^er  process,  wlucii 
have  been  placed  in  your  hands  for  the  cMlection  of 
money  which  has  been  adjud;«d  and  decreed  to  the  United 
States  in  sud  courts  respectively.  I  send  you  printed 
forms  for  these  returns.  You  will  make  these  returns  in 
two  sepamte  forms^  one  for  executions  issued  on  judg- 
ments in  suits  brought  on  treasury  transcripts,  and  the 
Other  on  cuBtom4iouse  bonds^  and  for  fines,  pienahies,  and 
forfeitures. 

REPOBT  ON  UANUFACTUBE8. 

Horsx  or  RiPBiaxirrATirxB,  jAsrrABT  13,  1831. 

lir.  Maixaux,  from  the  Committee  on  Kanufadores,  to 
whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Frcndent^s  roeswye 
' '  at  relateslo  the  tariff  of  duties  on  import],  and  so  nmiu 
tliereof  as  respects  nuuiafiu:^ret,*' reported: 

That  they  have  taken  this  delicate  subject  into  fiill  con- 
sideration. This  was  due  alike  to  the  source  from  whence 
a  review  was  recommended,  and  to  the  importance  of  the 
subject  itself.  They  feel  confident  that  they  have  done  it 
without  mingling  with  the  operation  of  their  reaionmg 
powers,  unreasonable  **likes  and  disltkea,"  either  to  the 
system  of  protecting  domestic  induttiy,  or  to  the  view  ex- 
pressed by  the  Chief  Hi^istnte. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  prcseM  to 
the  House  a  mass  of  statistics  at  labored  argument^  in  b- 
ror  of  the  protecting  mtem.  In  the  recent  diacumms  of 
the  tariff,  all  that  could  ilhutrate  theory,  or  he  prored  by 
experience  in  our  own  and  other  countries,  has  been  pre- 
sented. Our  Government  has  adopted  and  endeavored  to 
susti^n,  by  repeated  lepslative  enactments,  a  poDcy  which 
has  had  the  sanction  of  Washin^on,  JefFetson,  Hadicon, 
and  Monroe.  It  has  been  sanctioned  by  **  the  continued 
acquiescence  of  the  States,  and  the  general  undetstanding 
of  the  people^*'  -  Confidence  in  its  permanent  duration  is 
wamdy  in^ired.  It  is  this  alone  which  can  give  it  vigoi^ 
ous  and  successful  action.  A  system  of  protection  nay 
appear  perfect  in  our  statute  books,  and  yet  be  useless  to 
the  country,  if  exposed  to  perpetual  danger.  Skill,  ^ 
ready  matured,  will  not  venture  upon  uncertainty.  The 
power  of  invention  will  never  be  exerted,  if  it  has  no  con- 
fidence in  the  promia^  and  repeated  promise,  of  support. 
Capital  will  nerer  come  to  the  aid  of  dcill  and  enterprise, 
if  it  has  no  security  for  investment.   It  must  have  confi- 
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[ence,  it  must  find  itolid  honesty  in  indiriduals,  u  well  as 
irmncBs  in  Goreruinent,^or  it  will  not  be  employed. 

During  the  last  scsmoq  of  Congresa,  the  declaration  was 
iflen  repeated,  that  tlte  s^-stem  of  protection  should  and 
vould  be  mantuned.  It  was  presumed  to  have  come  from 
he  people,  and  dictated  by  tliem  to  their  representatives, 
['his  wus  expressed  by  the  most  deciuve  majorities  in  Con- 
Ki'ess,  on  repeated  occauons. 

Its  effects^  so  &r  as  they  have  been  devdoped,  hare  an- 
iwered  Uie  hopes  of  its  most  ardent  friends.  Capital  flows 
vidcly  and  freely  through  our  extended  country.  The  ge- 
lius  of  our  people  has  been  stimulated  to  greater  and  mure 
liversified  exenioa.  The  useful  arts  are  improving  in 
:very  furm  that  stern  necessity  or  elegant  taste  may  desire. 
The  committee  most  cheerfully  concur  with  the  President 
n  the  unimated  view  which  he  lias  taken  of  the  condition 
jfour  country.  They  adopt  his  language  ui  describing 
hat  condition.  **  With  a  population  unparalleled  in  its  in- 
crease, and  possessing  a  chancter  which  combines^the  har- 
lihood  of  enterprise  with  tlie  consideiateness  of  wisdom, 
re  see  in  every  section  of  our  happy  country  a  steady  Im- 
irorcment  in  the  means  of  social  intercourse  and  corrc- 
pondent  effects  upon  the  genius  and  laws  of  our  extended 
epublic."  This  is  the  language  of  trutli  and  justice.  It 
orms  a  subject  of  high  and  deep  congratulation  to  every 
>atriot  mind.  While  other  nations  are  suffering  under  op- 
>resbive  burtlienv  or  convulsed  with  bloody  revolutions, 
ve  witness  among  ourselves,  in  general,  a  calm  iuid  conS- 
lent  repose.  We  see  over  all  portions  of  our  broad  coun- 
ry  prosperity  and  happiness  most  equally  and  evenly 
liffused. 

Such  n  the  prospect  before  us.  It  is  the  offspring  of 
)ur  fortunate  Goveniment,  and  the  wise  policy  which  has 
>ecn  adopted  of  cultivating  our  own  resources,-  by  tlie 
kill,  and  industry,  and  enterprise  of  our  own  people.  In 
considering  that  imperfection  must  be  stamped  on  the  high- 
•.A  and  best  of  human  institutions,  it  is  matter  of  surprise, 
'that  the  apparent  exceptions  to  theharmony  of  the  pros- 
>ect"  are  so  few.  They  teem  to  arise  rather  from  the 
rxercise  of  fervid  iina^nation,  than  ti-om  evils  which  really 
■xist.  It  cannot,  however,  be  expected  tliat  jiny  code  ot 
aws,  or  any  furm  of  government,  can  dispense  predtely 
he  same  benehts  to  every  indi%-idual  under  their  influence-, 
vherever  he  may  reside,  or  whatever  may  be  his  genius 
•r  pursuits.  Nature  herself  has  ftiled  to  do  this.  11  ut, 
vhen  we  see  a  great  nation  moving  on  with  stately  steps, 
utimpeded,  to  tlie  helglit  of  happiness,  opulence,  and  gnin- 
Eeur;  when  every  portion,  .however  minute,  partakes  am- 
)Iy  of  genenU  prosperity,  it  would  scemtliat  Uie"a])pa- 
(.•nt  exceptions  to  the  harmony  of  the  prospect"  might  be 
icnnitted  to  melt  down  in  warm  felicitations,  that  the 
*  prospect*'  of  our  whole  country  is  so  nobly  grati^ing. 
t  is  to  this  wide  and  comprehenuve  prospect  that  wc  may 
afely  look  for  substantial  reasons  to  preser\-e  that  Union, 
vhich  it  is  ••most  devmitly  hoped  may  prove  imperishable." 

Tlie  committee  are  much  gratified  to  have  the  opiniop 
if  the  President,  clearly  and  fully  expressed,  that  the  ta- 
iff  for  protecting  domestic  industry  is  constitutional.  They 
liink  it  proper  to  quote  lan^inge  so  clear  and  unequivocal 
says,  that  "  the  power  to  impose  duties  on  imports  ori- 
pnally  belonged  to  the  several  States.  The  right  to  ad- 
ust those  duties  witli  a  view  to  the  encouragement  of  do- 
nestic  branches  of  imlustry,  a  so  completely  incidental  to 
hat  power  that  it  is  difficult  to  suppose  the  existence  of 
Mie  without  the  other.  The  States  have  delegated  their 
vhole  authority  over  imposts  to  the  General  Government, 
vitliout  lin\itation  or  restriction,  saving  the  very  Inciiuii- 
lerable  rcaervation  relating  to  their  inspection  laws.  This 
uthority  having  thus  passed  from  the  States,  the  right  to 
xercise  it  for  tlie  purpose  of  protection  does  nut  exist  in 
lu-m;  and,  conacqnentiy,  if  it  be  not  possessed  by  the  Gcnc- 
al  Government,  It  must  be  extinct.  Our  j)oht':cal  system 
I'ould  thus  present  the  anomaly  of  a  people  stripped  of  the 


riffht  to  fokter  their  own  uiduatry,  and  to  coimteracL  the  most 
selBsh  and  destructire  policy  which  mi|^t  be  adt^ted  by 
foreign  nations.  This  siirefy  cannot  be  the  case:  this  in* 
^pensable  power,  tlius  surrendered  by  the  States,  must 
be  within  the  scope  of  tlie  authority  on  the  subject  ex- 
pressly delegated  to  Congress."  The  committee  would  re- 
commend this  argument  to  the  candtd  consideration  of  the 
House.  Most  especially  would  they  invite  to  its  calm  con- 
sideration those  of  our  tellow-citizens  who  honestly  believe 
that  a  protecting  tariff  violates  the  constitution.  If  there 
are  any  who  have  become  regardless  of  the  rights,  inter- 
ests, and  welbre  of  the  great  majority  of  the  nation;  who 
ore  determined  that  all  shall  yield  to  their  opinions)  who 
insist  that  they,  are  infallibly  right,  and  every  one  else  is 
absolutely  wrongs  on  such,  reason  and  argument  can  have 
no  influence.  Still,  the  cause  which  enables  our  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate to  give  us  sucli  a  glowing  view  of  the  prosperity 
of  our  country  as  he  has  done,  must  and  will  continue. 
The  States,  ill  their  sovereign  capacity,  as  expressed  in  the 
messa^,  and  cannot  be  denied,  had  the  original  power  of 
imposing  duties  on  imports.  U  is  now  transferred  to  the 
Government  of  the  Union,  in  the  most  ample  manner. 
Had  the  Stales  retained  it,  they  must  have  exercised  it  as 
they  pleased,  to  accomplish  any  object  ihcy  deemed  pro- 

Eer.  It  might  have  been  for  revenue  alone.  It  might  have 
een  employed  solely  to  counteract  the  selfish  pohcy  of 
other  States  or  naiioiis.  It  could  have  been  exercised  for 
any  purpose  \v1iicli  suited  the  pleasure  of  sovereign  power. 
But  the  States  have  delegated  tlieir  whole  power  over  im- 
ports to  the  United  States.  It  would  indeed  be  t  strange 
anomaly  if  it  could  not  now  be  exercised  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  which  it  has  been  transferred,  as  fully  as  it  could 
have  been  by  the  States  from  which  it  was  derived. 

The  President  has  declared,  tliat,  "while  the  cAi'c/'  ob- 
jeet  of  duties  should  be  revenue,  tliey  may  be  so  adjusted 
as  to  encourage  mamifnctures. "  It  seems  to  the  commit- 
tee that  this  remark  is  in  plain  collision  with  the  sentiments 
which  he  has  prcnously  maintained.  He  has  observed  that 
the  autliority  to  impose  duties  on  imports,  having  passed 
from  the  States,  "the  right  to  exercise  it  for  the  purpose 
of  protection  does  not  cxtst  in  Hum"  If  it  is  "not  pos- 
sessed by  the  General  Government,  it  must  be  extinct." 
"Our  polilicid  syatem  would  tints  present  the  anomaly  cf 
a  people,  stripped  of  a  right  to  fusti-r  their  own  industiy, 
and  to  counteract  the  most  selfish  and  destructive  policy 
which  could  be  adopted  by  foreign  nations."  If  revenue 
alone  is  wanted,  duties  fur  that  object  sliould  be  imposed. 
If  protection  to  domestic  industry  is  required,  let  duties 
be  imposed  to  "fos'.cr  it."  Why  should  the  cftkf  object 
be  revenue — why  protection  secondary — when  the  Trea- 
sury may  be  fyll:  Many  now  apprehend  that  our  reve- 
nue is,  and  will  he,  loo  abundant.  But  protection  "against 
the  moat  selfish  and  destructive  policy  of  foreign  nations" 
can  be  L^ciired  by  duties  on  impoila.  Ity  tikcm  alonr. 
Then  the)-  should  be  adjusted  to  secure  protecUon.  This 
should  be  the  primary  object.  The  protecting  power 
having  once  belonged  to  the  States,  and  now  transferred  to 
the  General  Government,  it  may  be  used,  as  the  good  of 
the  nation  demands,  for  a  primary,  not  a  secondary,  object. 
It  ought  not  to  be  Inoscly  attached  to  the  skirts  of  reve- 
nue. Domestic  intluEtry  is  a  single,  great,  even  pre-emi- 
nent, interest  of  Uic  nation.  It  luis  been  intrusted  to 
the  guan^an  care  of  the  constitution.  It  now  demimds 
the  exercise  of  that'powcr,  whlcli  the  States  have  surren- 
dered, for  its  promotion  and  preservation. 

The  President,  in  his  message,  further  observes,  tliat, 
in  the  adjustment  of  protecting  duties,  the  Government 
should  "  be  guided  by  tlie  general  good."  As  an  abstract 
proposition  this  may  be  admitted.  The  general  inter- 
est 18  the  interest  cf  each;  and  it  is  only  necessary  that 
that  interest  sliould  be  understood  to  ensure  the  cordial 
support  of  some  who  think  "  it  encourages  abuses  which 
ought  to  he  co;Tcc'.ed,  and  promotci  injustice  which  ought 
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to  be  obviated. "  He  also  advises  Congress  that  objects  ot 
'national  importance  ou^lit  alone  to  be  protected.  Of 
these,  the  productions  of  our  soil,  our  mine^  and  our 
worlcshops,  "essential  to  national  defence,  occupy  the 
first  rank.  Wh&tever  other  species  of  dom^fic  inaastry, 
having  the  Importance  to  which  I  have  referred,  may  be 
expected,  after  temporary  protection,  to  compete  with 
foreign  labor  on  equal  terms,  merit  the  same  attention  in 
a  subordinate  degree."  Suppose  tlie  opinion  to  be  cor- 
rect, *•  that  objects  of  national  importance  ought  alone  to 
be  protected,"  what  then^  Hie  President  has  not,  by  this 
eeneral  expression,  afTorded  the  aid  in  adjusting  the 
details  of  a  protecting  tariff.  If  the  ftction  of  Govermnc  nt 
could  be  confined  to  abstract  rules  and  principles,  little 
difference  of  opinion  would  probably  exist  in  ue  nation. 
The  great  embarrassment  is  found  in  making  an  applica- 
tion of  excellent  theory  to  practical  and  useful  purpose, 
l^ie  proteciing  system,  the  tariff,  is  composed  ot  hitmble 
items.  These,  united,  makeup  the  great  mass  of  national 
industry.  Had  the  President  been  pleased  to  dengnate  a 
few  items  only,  which  he  supposed  to  possess  **  national 
importance,"  or  had  he  pomted  out  what  "comfMis  of 
life  are  taxed  unnecessarily  high — what  are^  the  interests 
too  local  and  minute  to  justify  a  general  exaction,  which  it 
undertakes  io  protect,  and  wliat  kinds  of  manufnctures  for 
which  the  coimtry  is  not  ripe,  it  attempts  to  force,*'  we 
should  then  have  the  light  and  benefit  of  illustration. 

General  theory  may  be  adopted  with  perfect  unaiumity. 
Its  apphcation  to  real  use,  its  coming  aovn  to  the  every 
cby  exertion  of  our  farmers  and  me^anlcs,  is  a  different 
Under  general  theory,  any  one  can  make  a  retreat 
and  maintain  that  it  has  been  done  with  consistency  and 
honor.  Theory  is  best  explained  by  its  application  to  tlie 
aie,  the  plough,  the  hammer,  and  the  spindle.  The  t  hief 
Magistrate  presides  over  a  people,  who  are  engaged  in 
unceasing  and  untiring  industry.  Congress  has  for  years, 
and  on  repeated  occasions,  exercised  its  wisdom  on  the 
taiifF.  Ita  best  efforts  hare  been  made.  If  erron  exiit, 
it  vould  sccrn  reasonable  to  expect,  that  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate, looking  abroad  from  his  high  station  over  all  the  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  observing  their  mutual  reUtions 
and  dependencies,  should  intimate  to  the  representatives 
ofthe  people,  what  particular  business  ofhfe  has  been  too 
w^irmly  cherished — what  too  coldly  neglect;:il .  In  adjust- 
ing the  details  of  the  tariff,  Congress  has  done  what  It 
deemed  b«st  for  the  general  good.  To  reach  the  em- 
ployments of  life,  it  must  go  down  to  partictdara.  If  tiie 
Prewdent  is  still  dissatisfiea,  it  might  have  been  hoped  that 
he  would  have  designated  the  precise  error.  It  will 
always  be  borne  in  mind,  by  practical  men,  and  they  com- 
pose the  mass  of  the  nation,  that  abstract  thcoiy,  however 
splentild,  docs  but  little  good,  unless  it  comes  to  the  aid  of 
every  muscle  of  labor.  In  what  consiiits  the  defect  of  the 
existmg  tariff?  Individuals  may  discover  imperfections, 
but  the  collectnl  wisdom  of  the  nation  has  repeatedly  de- 
clared that  material  change  is  not  demanded.  Nothing 
better,  under  existing  circumstances,  can  be  done.  Then 
let  doubt  and  nnecriainty  be  avoided.  They  arc  evils  next 
to  the  surrender  of  the  whole  system. 
•  The  mcss-nge  advises  Congress  that  "objects  of  nation- 
al  importance  alone  ought  to  be  protected;  of  these,  the 
productions  of  our  soil,  our  mines,  and  our  workshops, 
essential  to  national  defence,  occupy  the  first  rank."  It 
is  to  be  presumed  tliat  Congress  has  not  been  unmindful 
of  productions  "essential  to  national  defence."  Rut  the 
President  says,  "the  present  tariff  taxes  some  of  the  com- 
forts of  life  unnecessarily  high."  Thc-y  arc  not  defined. 
Ill  the  minds  of  many,  what  might  be  essential  to  national 
defence,  miglitalso  promote  the  comforts  of  life.  If  the 
message  memit  only  guns,  powtlcr,  and  bullets,  difference 
of  opinion,  even  then,  m;giit  exist,  us  to  tlie  extent  of  pro- 
tection which  ought  to  be  cflonted  to  the  various  ele- 
mcnts  of  wh'ch  they  nrr  composed.    It»  prart:cal  moan- 


ing is,  therefore,  obscure.  Iron,  it  is  presumed,  would 
be  considered  essential  to  "national  defence,*'  and,  being 
the  product  of  "  our  mines,"  should  be  protected.  But 
tlut  protection  which  would  produce  the  material  for  i 
musket  would  also  furnish  it  for  axes  and  ploughs  A 
duty  that  would  give  us  domestic  bullets,  is  all  that  m'^t 
be  required  to  supply  the  countiy  with  domestic  lead  for 
every  use.  But  are  muskets,  aiuf  powder,  and  buHets,  aS 
thnt  may  be  essential  to  *'  national  defence^"  An  anny 
might  be  most  abundantly  provided  with  these,  and  yet 
be  totally  ineffident  in  the  field,  if  it  wanted  hat^svl 
coats,  and  shirts,  and  shoes,  and  blankets.  The  conditim 
of  our  country,  dtiring  the  last  wai^  furnished  ft  well  de- 
fined illustration  of  this  sentiment.  Various  manufac- 
tures, then,  were  considered  of  national  importance,  which 
the  doctrines  of  free  trade  now  erase  from  the  catalogue- 
Dut  a  duty  imposed  for  promoting  the  domestic  manufac- 
ture of  these  articles,  for  military  purposes  alone,  would 
be  an  anomaly  in  the  annals  of  any  nation.  That  protect- 
ing policy  which  could  aupply  the  wants  of  an  army  in 
War  must  be  allowed  to  operate  in  peace.  Hence  the 
difficulty  of  any  classification  of  interests,  while  all  are 
distinctly  and  equally  governed  by  tlie  same  great  consti- 
tutional power  derived  from  the  States.  It  is  also  to  be 
remembered  that  peace  with  the  world  is  the  natural  cci:- 
dltion  of  this  country.  It  is  not  the  foreign  bayonet  tlat 
we  have  the  most  reason  to  apprehend:  it  is  the  "selfish 
and  destructive  policy  which  might  be  adopted  by  foreign 
nations."  To  guard  against  thiais  an  object  of  "  nalknul 
importance."  For  peace.or  war  the  protecting  policy  is 
equally  adapted,  and  it  is  believed  by  the  committee  thai 
the  best  preparation  for  national  defence  may  be  found  in 
the  rigorous  cultivation  of  the  arts  of  peace.  Our  people 
ought  not  to  be  perpetually  dependent  on  orders  in  coun- 
cil or  decrees  of  emperora.  Our  country  ought  not  to 
wait,  until  invasion  surrounds  it,  anci  then  beg  blankets 
from  invaders  to  wai-m  a  shivering  army,  engaged  In 
"national  defence." 

The  President  alludes  to  another  ^ccles  of  indusby 
having  the  importance  to  which  he  before  had  referred,  vn 
which  may  be  expected,  after  "temporary  protection,  to 
compete  with  foreign  labor  on  equal  teinis.'*  This  spe- 
cies of  induBti*y,  in  his  opinion,  merits  "  the  same  atten- 
tion, in  a  suboniinate  degi-ee,"  while,  in  speaking  of 
jccts  "essential  to  national  defence,"  he  prescribes  no  Rir:- 
tation,  either  as  to  the  extent  of  protection  or  itsduratioa. 
The  other  class  he  coiisiden  entitled  to  the  *■  wne  altet- 
tion,"  yet  qualified  by  the  expression,  in  "  a  sidiotdiDate 
degree."  This  qualification  seems  to  render  it  diffic^l^ 
if  not  impossible  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  rule  which 
he  has  adopted  for  his  own  action,  and  the  guidance  of 
Congress.  Instead  of  opening  a  luminous  pathway,  in 
which  all  branches  of  the  Government  may  move  on  in 
unison  and  safety,  new  embarrassments  appear  to  be 
added  to  those  alreaily  encountered  by  Congress  in  adjust- 
ingtbe  detailed  provisions  of  the  tariff.  It  would  seeintii 
be  the  meaning  of  the  Prcndcnt,  that^  afVer  a  temporaty 
protection  has  oeen  extended  to  a  manufacture  fior  a  rea- 
sonable period,  if  it  "  cannot  then  compete  with  fisrigB 
labor  on  equal  terms,"  it  does  not  merit  protcctitsi.  tQs 
doctrine  has  been  repeatedly  advanced  in  Congress,  am: 
the  committee  presume  it  to  be  the  doctrine  of  the  mes- 
sage. Dut  it  will  not  stand  the  test  of  espcriinent.  Prior 
to  the  late  war,  the  coarse  muslins  consumed  in  the 
States  were  importetl  from  India,  and  cost  the  consuirrT 
about  twenty-five  cents  the  j-ard.  By  the  war  the  suppW 
*as  Cut  off— our  cotton  mills  began  to  move,  and  a  partial 
supply  was  furnished.  At  its  close,  when  the  Indta  ce4- 
tons  were  again  imported,  most  of  these  establishircnti 
were  ruined.  By  the  tariff  of  1816,  establishing  *"lia'. 
was  called  the  minimum  duly  on  course  ccttcns,  the  heme 
mai  kct  was  effectually  secured  to  otir  home  nunufiicturer*- 
ITndcr  its  fostering  infltieixc  ihey^havc  flourl^ied  and 
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multipliedt  and  such  have  been  our  imprOTementt  in  skillj 
nnd  lubor»  and  maclMncry,  that  the  conaumer,  instead  of 
paying  tventy-five  cents,  now  purchases  at  home  a  much 
better  article  for  ei^ht  cents  the  yard.  Large  cxportar 
tions  of  them  are  made  to  foreign  countries.  They  are 
carried  to  India,  Chma,  and  South  America,  where  they 
are  sold  to  advantage.  But  suppose  the  protecting  duty 
vithdravn,  and  the  American  manuboturer  led  to  "  com- 
pete with  foreign  labor  on  equal  terms."  Admit  the  cot- 
tons of  India,  England,  and  Scotland,  and  what  would  be 
the  effect?  Within  two  years  not  a  siRf;Ie  cotton  mill  in 
the  United  States  would  be  in  motion.  The  immense  cap- 
ital invested  in  them,  amounting  to  many  milliotis,  would 
be  utterly  sank  to  the  country,  and  Aeirowoers  irretriev- 
ably ruined.  And  why?  Not  because  we  cannot  nuke 
^oods  aa  cheap  as  in  Manchester  and  Glasgow,  but  because 
a.  war  would  be  waged  by  British  capitu  i^inst  Ameri- 
can capital — a  war  of  extermination.  Such  a  war  has 
been  waged  upon  every  article  of  American  industrj', 
wlicnever  the  protecting  duty  has  been  inadequate,  or  the 
law  extending  the  duty  so  framed,  that  mercantile  cupidity 
and  the  cunning  of  foreign  manufacturers  could  eradc  it. 

There  is  another  rule  laid  down  by  tiie  President  which 
the  committee  have  thought  proper  to  examine.  It  is  con- 
tained in  the  expression  that  "objects  of  national  import- 
ance alone  ought  to  be  protected."  The  committee  will 
not  here  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  question  whether 
Congress  may  not  protect  objects  local  in  character.  Tlic 
States,  in  their  ori{pnal  independence  before  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  could  have  used  tlie  power  of  impos. 
ing  duties  on  imports  for  the  express  purpose  of  protect- 
ing local  objects,  according  to  the  doctrine  entertained  by 
the  President,  in  which  tiie  committee  fully  cvncur.  The 
several  States  no  longer  possess  that  power.  Where  is  it? 
Where  has  it  fled?  On  what  shelf  is  ilhud?  The  Go- 
vernment of  tiie  Union  possesses  it,  or  it  has  become  **  ex- 
tinct" If  an  object  did  present  itself,  purely  local  in  its 
character,  and  its  protection  was  demanded  by  the  pros. 

Serity  and  happiness  of  a  single  State,  and  this  could  be 
est  done,  or  done  only,  by  the  delegated  power  from  the 
States  to  impose  duties  on  imports,  it  should  be  well  con- 
sidered, before  Congress  rejected  a  proposition  for  that 
purpose.  The  discussion  of  this  subject,  at  this  time,  is 
not  mtended.  It  may,  however,  be  intimated  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  General  Government  to  protect  every  State, 
county,  and  town,  in  the  Union  from  mvaaion.  The  Go- 
vernment of  the  Union  is  bound  to  protect  erery  inch  of 
our  soil  fro.m  a  hostile  bayonet.  It  has  equal  power  to 
protect  eveiy  finger  of  domestic  industry  against  foreign 
compctititm.  Let  it  be  firmly  exercised.  It  matters  but 
little  to  real  .national  independence,  whether  foreign  guns 
or  foreign  labor  conquer  us.  However  this  maylw  con- 
sidered* it  is  fully  believed  by  the  committee;  that  the 
present  tariff*,  taken  togetiicr,  or  in  the  minutest  detail,  is 
national  in  its  character,  although  the  language  of  the 
President  may  seem  to  imply,  that,  in  this  respect,  it  is 
defective.  He  lias  also  told  us  in  his  message,  that,  "it 
is  an  infirmity  of  our  nature,  to  mingle  our  interests  and 
prejudices,  with  the  operation  of  our  reasoning  powers, 
ana  attribute  to  the  objects  of  our  likes  and  dislikes,  quali- 
ties they  do  not  possess,  and  effects  they  cannot  produce," 
that  our  deliberations  on  this  intcrestii^  subject  should  be 
uninfluenced  "  by  partisan  conflicts,"  and  Miould  not  be 
made  subservient  **to  the  short-sighted  views  of  faction." 
The  comnuttee  have  a  due  regard  both  to  the  admonition 
and  the  sentiments  expressed  uy  the  President;  and  they 
also  entertain  a  most  ardent  hope,  that  our  fellow-citizens 
will  keep  a  steady,  searching  eye  on  every  movement  of 
political  ambition,  in  whatever  quarter  of  our  country  it 
may  appear.  It  may  speak  well  and  pleasantly  to  the  pub- 
lic ear,  m  favor  sf  a  national  protecting  qrgtcm,  and  yet, 
with  a  calm,  ^r,  honest-looViiu;  countenance,  icatter 
such  mysterious*  yet  captivating  doubtij  u  to  the  value  of, 
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its  different  provisions,  that  '*  small  minorities"  may  bo 
tiuight  how  to  form  a  "combioation"  to  overthrow  it. 

What  gives  national  importance  to  an  object,  or  pro- 
duction of  domestic  industiy?  How  is  its  national  import- 
ance discovered?  Whence  derived — by  what  principle 
decided?  Isitthe  place  of  production  in  the  United  Statesf 
that  imparts  to  it  the  character  of  *'  national  importance?" 
Must  production  be  found  in  every  narrow  subdiviKon  of 
the  countrj'?  Must  It,  of  necessity,  be  "general,  not  lo- 
cal?" Should  the  answer  be  in  the  affirmative,  the  concen- 
trated wisdom  of  tiic  nation  would  never  provide  a  protect* 
ing  tariff.  Our  various  so:ls,  our  different  climates,  our 
diversified  objects  of  indiutry,  would  present  an  impasM- 
ble  barrier  Mwnat  the  adoption  pf  any  ^stem  of  protec- 
tion, llie  numer  who  grtm-i  wheat,  asks  the  aid  of  Go- 
vernment to  protect  that  article.  He  knows  that  Poland, 
Rusua,  the  Barbary  States  and  France,  may  furnish,  at 
times,  wheat  cheaper  on  the  seaboard,  than  he  can  afford 
it.  When  he  asks  protection,  an  objection  is  made.  Some 
portions  of  tlic  Union  do  not  produce  wheat.  Its  produc- 
tion is  not  general.  It  must  be  rejected.  Butter  and 
cheese  are  preaented  for  protection.  Our  Armen  can 
produce  them  in  abundance.  The  Irish  tenant,  who  sub- 
sists on  the  humblest  fare  that  unfeeling  oppression  deals 
out,  may  furnish  them  cheaper  than  the  cultivators  of  our 
soil.  Yet  it  is  discovered,  that  portions  of  our  extended 
country  are  unable  to  produce  butter  and  cheese.  They 
cannot  be  protected.    They  arc  "local" and  notgeneral. 

Iron  is  named.  This  is  indispensable  in  peace  and  war. 
It  tray,  perhaps,  be  for  a  time,  fomished  by  bom  and 
serfi,  laboring  under  the  command  of  Ruanan  and  Svedish: 
nc^ility,  a  litUe  cheaper  than  tltc  Pennsylvania  and  New* 
Jersey  forgetncn  can  produce  it,  and  live  as  independeot 
citizens  (Mgb.t  to  live  in  a  fiee  country.  But  Iron  is  a 
"local  object,  not  general."   It  mast  be  rejected. 

Hemp  IS  named,  an  article  so  valuable  to  the  indepen- 
dence of' all  branches  of  the  navigation  of  our  counby. 
The  strong  arm  of  protection  holds  foreign  navigmtioa 
away  fhim  our  domestic  trade.  It  should  unforl  Ameri- 
can canvass  with  delight.  It  should  also  be  well  kept  in 
mind,  thatthe  great  body  of  American  consumers  of  foreign 
productions  sustain  navigation  engaged  in  foreign  com- 
merce. The  splendid  ship  that  carries  and  brings  is  still 
subordinate  to  tbe  interests  of  those  who  buy  and  use,  and 

Eay  for  the  cargo.  The  merchants  on  our  seaboard  may 
eap  up  wealth,  build  palaces,  command  the  luxuries  Of 
life,  but  they  must  welt  keep  in  mind,  tiiat  they  all  owe 
their  prosperity  to  the  strong  arm  of  labor;  thejr  owe 
to  the  duly  toil  of  our  yeomanry,  whether  engaged  in  sub- 
duing the  summits  of  the  Green  mountains,  or  cultivating 
the  glens  of  the  Allegany.  Let,  then,  the  hemp  of  Ohio^ 
Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  be  protected.  Let  the  people 
of  those  States  have  a  share  in  the  advantages  that  poli- 
cy, which  they  are  willing  to  defend.  Ifitnas  so  happen- 
ed, that  navigation  engaged  in  our  foreign  trade,  is  suner- 
ing  from  foreign  competition,  it  is  owing  to  itself.  AU 
which  it  asked  for  protection  was  freely  granted.-  Wbttt 
it  had  gained  such  an  ascendanc)',  as  it  supposed  would 
enable  it  to  challenge  foreign  competition,  it  triumphaiitlv' 
told  the  Government  that  protection  was  no  longer  wanted. 
Hence  treaty  aAer  treaty  nas  been  concluded  for  rccipro- 
eai  narifpition.  Tliia  wa»  urged  by  the  advocattt  oT  free 
trade.  If  now  it  is  a  little  crippled,  if  other  nations  tap- 
ply  us  with  a  little  more  navigation,  is  it  a  greater  evQ  than 
if  foreigners  suppHedus  with  a  little  more  iron,  or  hemp, 
or  sugar,  or  cotton,  or  woollens?  Must  tbe  great  system 
of  protection  be  abandoned,  because  navigation  baa  been 
indulged  in  its-widi  and  has  been  somewhat  disappcnntedf 
The  [ulvocates  of  free  trade  oagbt  rather  to  rejdce  HUKt 
our  interest  is  free  from  the  fetters  of  protection. 

If  foragn  nations  can  build  ihipa  cheaper  than  the 
people  of  the  United  States^  why  not  cHeenuIly  emplnr 
them?  According  to  the  dootrines  of  iice  tnde,  ao  warn 
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wouM  be  g»ined.  But  yet  if  ravig^tion  wutti  msiiMiLiicet 
there  \»  evenr  retson  to  believe  that  the  power  which  pro- 
tected iti  infancy,  if  deiired,  will  come  cneerfully  again  to 
ita  support,  in  even'  way  and  by  all  meani  consiatent  with 
the  87«atintereiti  01  the  country.  But  hemp  iaa  "local  not 
a  ^neial"  production,  and  muat,  therefore,  be  rejected. 

Sunr  it  propoaed.  It  is  an  article  of  necessity,  comfort, 
and  nixury.  It  cannot  be  produced  tn  Maine  or  Penn- 
sylvania. Its  production  must  be  confined  to  the  warm 
region  of  our  coun^,  where  ihe  ereat  staples  of  other 
ports  are  uncongenial.  But  it  must  oe  rejected  according 
to  the  rule.  Its  production  is  local — not  genend.  Tlie 
nme  may  be  said  of  cotton  and  wool,  or  every  article 
named  in  the  taiiC  The  greatest  and  most  valuable  pro- 
ductions of  domestic  industty  are  more  or  lese  local  in  their 
origin — not  general.  Hence,  ifthcruleis,  that  every  por- 
tion of  the  country  muirt  alike  contribute  to  the  production 
of  an  article,  which  the  constitution  will  allow  to  be  pro- 
tected, there  never  can  be  a  protecting  tariff  at  all;  human 
wisdom  could  not  devise  one  which  would  confer  the  least 
benefit  on  the  country. 

The  rule  that  any  particular  object  of  domestic  industry 
must  possess  "national  importance,"  to  entitle  it  to  pro- 
tection, may  be  safely  adopted,  if  properly  understood  and 
applied.  A  broad  view  might  be  taken  of  the  condition 
of  the  country,  of  its  productions,  of  its  various  business, 
of  its  perpetiully  blending  and  mingling  interests.  "We 
must  see  the  mutual  relations  which  exist  between  the 
narrowest  sections  of  our  country,  and  ascertain  how  wide- 

S'  and  generally  the  various  praductions  of  domestic  in< 
lutry  are  distributed  amongst  the  people.  We  should 
ascertain,  tor  the  practical  purpose  of  legislation,  what 
artidea  of  domestic  production,  great  or  smul,  may  be  re- 
quired for  general  uset  what  articles  the  people  want; 
what  their  comfort  antl  convenience  demand;  what  articles 
are  gMheredup  and  distributed  bj  the  trade,  business,  and 
omimerceofthe country.  Hieinamesofthearticlesmaybe 
humUe— it  maybebrowlelotbs,  wood-screws,  tlumbtes,  bar 
iron,  steam-engines,  or  die  ftbrics  of  cotton.  But,  whatever 
tti  name,  the  right  of  protection  must  be  considered  with 
reference  to  the  great  principle*  before  mentioned. 

By  these  principles,  R  ii  believed,  the  praent  tuifT can 
be  fully  stistiuned. 

The  President  has  advised  Congress,  that  the  tariff  is 
considered,  by  almo^all,  as  defective  in  many  of  its  parts. 
Suppose  this  correct,  it  is  proposed  to  inquire  whether 
greater  perfection  can  be  attained.  If  so,  how^  The 
Preaident  has  left  Congress  unadvised.  The  Representa- 
tives of  the  people  have  recently,  after  their  matureat 
deliberation,  come  to  their  best  resulL  The  details  may 
be  imperfect.  As  a  system,  it  "works  well."  Those 
whose  interests  are  involved  are  generally  satisfied.  It  is 
a  subject  of  so  much  deGcaey,  that  "  it  duxild  be  toadied 
with  the  utmost  caution.** 

Hie  committee  must  be  Adiy  convinced  that  improve- 
nents  can  be  made,  or  tiiey  cannot,  with  a  proper  re- 
spect to  ttie  "  extended  interests  it  involves,"  hazard  an 
rabrt  Such  is  the  ''infirmity  of  our  natures,"  that  the 
enennes  of  the  protecting  system  would  rejoice  to  have 
Ihe  benefit  of  little  "  likes  and  dislikes,"  to  aid  them  in 
their  attacks.  The  Prerident  also  expresses  hit  opinion, 
that  **  the  efPeeti  ot  the  present  tariff  are  doubtless  over- 
rated, both  in  its  evib  and  advantages."  The  committee 
are  confident  that  its  emb  are  moat  unreasonably  "  over- 
rated." Its  advanUges  are  so  manifest,  that  they  have 
been,  in  the  estimation  of  many,  too  greatly  undervalued. 
The  President  advises  us,  that  the  decreased  price  of  raw 
materials,  roanufiictured  articles,  provisions,  and  lands, 
arises  from  a  cause  "deepePand  more  pervading  than  the 
tariff  of  the  United  States."  He  tupposet  "  it  may,  in  a 
measure,  be  attributable  to  the  inenated  value  of  the  pre 
clous  metals." 
Hie  comndttce  are  unable  to  ssy  how  tkr  ttus  remuk 


may  apply  to  other  countries.  As  applied  to  diit  country, 
it  is  clearly  erroneous.  Appreciation  in  any  commodity, 
g^ld,  silver,  com,  or  lumber,  depends,  in  a  great  de^^ree, 
on  abundance  or  scarcity.  If  currency,  whether  com- 
posed of  silver,  gold,  or  bank  notes,  is  pienty,  the  noms- 
nal  price  of  all  articles  required  for  general  consumption 
will  rise,  because  the  owners  of  currency  muirt  use  it  Sar 
profit.  The  greater  the  plen^,  the  more  it  will  be  used. 
In  such  case,  less  profit  will  satisfy.  This  cause  enhances 
the  price  of  every  thing  that  currency  purchases:  far  it 
must  and  will  be  employed.  The  precious  metals  are  the 
base  of  our  national  currency.  Our  commeraal  open- 
tions  are  filled  with  them.  Exchange  on  fi)reign  nations 
was  never  lowers  and  if  it  seems  to  be  against  us,  it  is 
only  because  we  lisve,  by  law,  estabfished  a  relative  value 
between  silver  and  gold,  which  the  rest  of  tbe  world  wiB 
not  adopt. 

It  cannot,  therefore,  be  supposed,  tliat  the  "reduce<I 
price"  of  domestic  productions  is  caused  by  **  the  iiv- 
creased  value"  of  the  precious  metals.  It  is  to  be  at- 
tributed to  domestic  competition*  and  to  an  addition  to 
the  g^eat  supply  of  the  world}  and  that  tbe  advance  of* 
the  price  of  cotton,  and  the  steady  support  of  "  other 
agricultural  products,"  it  owing  to  the  diversified  em- 
ployments encoiiragfed  by  the  protecting  system.  R»d 
the  precious  metals  *'  increased  in  vahie,"  the  benefits  of 
the  tariff  would  have  bean  far  more  conspicuous.  Prices 
would  luve  been  lower  still.  The  tendency  of  such 
opinions  of  the  President,  as  to  the  cause  of  tbe  low 
prices  of  domestic  manufactures,  is  to  excite  prejudice 
against  the  protecting  system;  to  render  it,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  our  fellow-citizens,  »n  object  of  little  importance. 
The  error  of  such  opiruons  the  committee  consider  it  their 
duty  to  expose. 

The  President  has  informed  us,  that  "  the  best,  as  weO 
as  the  fairest  mode  of  determining,  whether,  from  any 
just  considerations,  a  particular  interest  ou|:ht  to  receive 
protection,  would  be  to  submit  the  question  singly  for 
conuderaUon.  If.  aRer  due  examination  of  its  merits^ 
unconnected  with  extraneous  considerations — such  ss  a 
deure  to  sostain  a  general  system,  or  to  purchase  support 
for  a  different  interest— it  should  enlist  in  its  favor  a  majo- 
rity of  the  Hepresentativea  of  the  people,  there  can  be 
but  little  danger  of  wrong  or  injuiy  in  adjustii^  the  ta- 
riff, with  reference  to  its  protective  effect"  ITie  com- 
RUttee  pass  over  tiie  caution  against  "  extraneous  conn- 
derations!**  that  will  be  duly  appreciated  by  tbe  Bcpre- 
sentatives  of  the  people.  The  suggestions  of  the  Ped- 
dent,  which  relate  to  the  manner  in  which  a  protecting 
tariff  should  be  fiirmed,  the  committee  believe  cannot  be 
adopted.  If  such  views  had  prevailed  since  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  no  tariff  for  the  protection  of  domes- 
tic industry  would  have  existed.  If  they  now  preratl,  in 
all  the  bniiichea  of  the  Government,  the  tariff  Ins  no  es- 
cape from  total  destruction. 

The  framers  of  our  constitution  were  equally  distin* 
guished  for  profound  intelligence  and  the  purest  patriotism. 
In  their  great  design  to  provide  a  government  for  this  re- 
public, which  should  promote  and  secure  the  various  in- 
terests of  every  portion,  did  they  adopt  a  single  provinon. 
but  witii  open  and  avowed  desire  to  make  a  general  ^t- 
tern?  Did  not  every  State  present,  in  bold  relief,  its  sepa- 
TBte  claims  and  interests?  Was  not  each  separate  and  dis- 
tinct claim  and  interest  presented  by  the  difTerent  mem- 
bers of  the  Convention,  and  well  considered  by  the  whole? 
It  was  by  uniting  interests,  great  and  small,  scattered  far 
and  wide,  that  our  system  of  Government  was  adopted. 
Had  *'a  particular  interest"  been  submitted  "singly," 
from  some  portion  of  the  countiy,  and  that,  alone,  must 
have  been  regarded,  the  Convention  must  have  dissdvcd 
without  giving  it  a  glance  of  notice.  But  the  members  of 
.that  august  assembly  did  make  mutual  concessions  and 
compromises,  in  rader  to  establish  a  general  system. 
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The  Pre«tdent  hu  advised  Confpvn,  thst  the  power  of 
protecting  domeitk;  industry,  by  the  lod  of  duties  on  inw 
porta,  belong  to  the  General  Government.  I'his,  all 
know,  is  secured  by  a  constitution,  founded  on  liberal 
concession  and  compromise.  '  The  cMnmittee  bdiere  that 
the  protecting  power  marbeexeKuled,  without  exposure 
to  impeachment  for  motives,  on  the  same  principles  as 
governed  the  Convention  whicH  fVamedand  recommended 
our  constitution,  and  the  people  who  rtiified  H.  The  ap< 
plication  of  this  protecting  power  must  be  made  by  the 
Representatives  of  the  people.  There  is  no  other  way 
by  n-hich  it  can  be  exercisied.  Then,  how  can  this  be 
done?  How  can  it  be  brongfht  down,  home,  to  business 
and  bosom?  If  a  blacksmith  asks  the  Government  of  the 
UnVoato  protect  the  manuftcttire  of  an  axe,  must  tiiia 
question  be  submitted  "aingly"  for  deliberation?  Miista 
separate  bill  be  tntrodueeil.  and  a  vote  of  Congress  taken? 
Shall  abstract  theory  place  the  seal  of  silence  on  the  lips 
of  the  blacksmith,  and  forbid  him  to  say  that  he  wishes 
the  forge,  the  loom,  the  sugar  plantation,  also,  to  be  pro- 
tected? Tlie  consequences  are  too  plun  for  extensive 
commentary.  Hie  great  interests  of  the  nation  will  hold 
generous  communion  among  Iheroaelves.  They  will 
make  common  cause;  they  will  make  mutual  eoneessions, 
compromises,  and  even  aacriBces,  to  promote  the  general 
wet&re,  in  imitation  of  the  example  set  by  the  great 
founders  of  our.  Government.  Different  interests  have  a 
right  to  consult  each  other.  They  will  do  so.  They 
have  always  done  so.  They  must  and  will  act  in  concert  if 
they  expect  to  exist.  Mutual  aid  may  be  required  by  the 
eml  interests  of  the  country,  as  nuich  as  mutual  asnstance 
was  once  required  (rom  the  different  States  at  New  Or- 
leans, or  PUttsbur^h.  Statesmen  who  understand  human 
nature  must  admit  it.  It  is  sanctioned  by  the  purest  ex- 
amples of  our  country — of  all  countries.  In  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  existing  tariff,  it  might  be  presumetl  by  ano- 
ther branch  of  the  Government  that  Congrvsa  did  its  duty; 
that  it  did  not  improperly  obtain  support  for  different  in- 
terests.  It  must  stilt  be  kept  in  mind,  that  if  the  infirmity 
of  our  nature  rendered  it  defective  in  its  origin,  an  at- 
tempt at  revimm  might  add  to  its-imperfection. 

American  manufactures  have  had  a  long  and  arduous 
conflict  with  the  popular,  yet  dehiaive  doctrine,  that  addi- 
tional duties  ^jr  their  protection  are  taxes  on  the  consu- 
mer; and  that  every  man  who  wears  a  coat  pays  the  duty 
imposed  into  the  pockets  of  the  manufacturer.  The  com- 
mittee  will  not  go  into  any  train  of  reasoning  to  show  its 
JaHacy.  They  will  merely  advert  to  a  few  fiwtsi  and  they 
congratulate  the  friends  of  the  American  system,  tl»t  the 
memory  of  every  man  in  the.  nation  can  furnish  abundant 
evidence  that  in  all  cases  where  the  material  is  found  at 
home,  and  the  protecting  duty  has  been  adequate,  the  do- 
mestic article  becomes  cheaper  in  price,  and  improved  in 
quality.  Cotton  goods  fiimish  a  striking  example  of  this 
truth,  and  every  man  who  wears  a  cotton  Airt  Icnows  it. 
The  article  of  nails  furnishes  another  proof,  as  is  well 
known  to  every  man  who  builds  a  house.  The  committee 
might  enumeTate  hundreds  of  articles,  such  as  hats,  caps, 
shoes,  boots,  and  cheese,  to  sustain  them— hut  they  know 
it  would  be  superfluous.  The  tax  is  not  paid,  because 
the  articles  are  not  Imported.  The  duty  secures  the  mar- 
ket to  the  home  nnnufaeturert  and  domestic  competition 
among  the  manufacturers  reduces  the  cost  to  the  lowest 
possible  price,  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  improves  the 
quality.-  This  is  the  plun  truth  of  the  matter;  *and  it  is 
now  BO  well  understood  by  the  great  mass  of  the  nation,  that 
the  American  system  will  not  be  surrendered  nor  abandoned 
so  longaa  the  people  elect  their  own  riders.  It  has  taken 
deep  root  in  our  b<m1— the  tree  is  flourishing,  its  bmichei 
have  extended  far  and  wideband  the  people  wiH  fi«wn  in^g. 
nantly  upon  every  effort  to  unther  its  leaf,  or  M  blast  Ss 
fruit. 

Tho  Preddtnt  having,  in  the  proper  exercise  of  his  du> 


ty,  submitted  to  Congress  his  views  of  the  tariff,  and  these 
having  been  referred  to  the  Commitfee  on  Manufactures, 
it  became  .the  committee  to  give  them  a  candid  and  re- 
spectful consideration.  This  tney  have  endeavored  to  do. 
Being  represenutives  of  the  people,  they  have  no  apology 
to  make  for  the  freedom  with  wUch  the  opinions  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  on  tlus  interesting  and  delicate  siU>jee^ 
have  been  examined. 

In  framing  the  tariff,  they  believe  that  the  acknowledge 
ed  principles  of  the  constitution  have  been  applied,  as 
fitithfully  as  "  Washington,  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Mon- 
roe," could  have  desired:  that  the  present  tariff,  although 
it  may  be  defective  in  parts,  is  adjusted  on  principles  whidi 
those  great  statesmen  approved.  Had  th^  been  employ- 
ed to  con^der  its  detatu,  apd  adapt  them  to  tfie  present 
condition  of  our  coun^,  and  the  world,  and  their  united 
wisdom  had  been  exerted,  every  one  might  have  discov- 
ered "imperfection  in  many  ofits  pulst  yet,  asa  system, 
all  of  them  would,  most  cheerfully,  have  given  it  their 
powerful  and  hearty  support  They  understood  the  "in- 
firmity of  our  nature"  too  well,  to  designate  aungle  inter- 
est; and  trust  it  to  angle  connderatiuni  ■  They  would 
have  ituule  all  interests  tmt  required  protection  come  forth 
together,  stiind  side  by  side,  and  then  provide  a  system  by 
which  all  could  be  mutually  sustuned. 

The  committee  are  satisfied  that  Ae  provisions  of  the 
existing  tariff  are  national  in  their  charactert  that  no  inters 
est,  which  it  has  undertaken  to  protect,  b  **  too  minutci" 
that  it  contuns  no  evidence  of  lUtempts  "to  fcsve  maim- 
facturea  for  which  the  country  is  sot  ripe,"  of  suiBcient 
inAportance  to  require  revision;  that  "no  comforts  of  life 
are  tase<l  unnecessarily  high,"  with  a  proper  regard  to  re- 
venue and  protcctioni  that  the  "  low  prices  of  manufac- 
tured articles"  have  not  been  caoaed  oy  ^e  '*  increased 
value  of  tile  precious  metals;"  for  the  precious  metab  werft 
never  before.so  abundant  and  cheap  in  the  United  Statest 
but,  that  the  low  prices  of  manufactured  articles  are  caiu- 
ed,  in  a  great  degree,  by  the  existing  tariff,  which  has  imda 
the  labor,  skill,  and  enterprise  <^  our  people  add  a  vast 
stlpply  for  consumption  to  Uie  stoces  of  the  world. 
^  I'hc  committee  fully  believe  that  the  present  general 
prosperity  of  the  country  ia  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  the 

J>rotecting  system,  and  if  our  fellow-citizens  can  retain  full 
iiith  and  confidence,  that  our  Government  will  firmly  ex- 
ecute its  repeated  and  solemn  promises;  that  it  will  main- 
tain the  high  assurance  of  support  which  our  people  have 
a  ri^t  to  demand  from  its  aignitjr  and  hono^  th^  pros- 
perity will  be  daily  end  more  lapidly  promoted,  and  the 
resources  of  our  country  more  and  more  amply  developed. 

The  committee  repeat  tl)at  they  cannot  concur  in  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  that  in  framing  a  protecting  ta^ 
riff,  each  intereM  should  be  presented  "sinny  for  delibe- 
ration," without  an^  reference  to  a  general  system.  By 
such  a  tuie*1t  is  believed,  that  no  pr^eeling  system  could 
ever  have  been  adopted,  and  by  its  influence,  it  ia  strongly 
apprehended,  none  can  stand.  The  fears  of  the  commits 
tee  are  the  more  explicitiy  declared,  because  enen^  of 
the  system  have,  in  a  manner  that  cannot  be  misunderstood, 
exposed  their  plan  of  operations.  It  is  to  present  each 
object  "  singly"  for  deliberation,  and  conquer  the  whole 
system  in  detail. 

The  committee  have  thus  presented  to  the  House  their 
undisguised  and  undissembled  opinions  on  Uie  subject  re- 
ferred, "  with  the  freedom  and  eandw  which  they  eon^ 
ered  the  occasion  for  their  ezpresrion"  required.  They 
believe  that  the  tariff,  having  been  so  recently  revised,  any 
attempt  to  change  its  provisions,  at  this  time,  would  spread 
alarm  amoiw'  the  great  interests  of  our  country,  shake  con- 
fidence in  the  plighted  &ith  of  Oovemment,  destn^  the 
supposed  well-fbunded  hopes  of  millions  of  our  fellow-citi- 
sens,  reduce  them  to  penary,  and  expose  the  whole  ooun- 
tiy  to  the  dangers  ofa  "most  selfish  policy  which  Ddght 
be  adopted  by  fivrign  iMtkms." 
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would  be  ^ned.  But  yet  if  nxvipition  wanta  aatistance, 
there  is  every  reuon  to  believe  that  the  power  which  pro- 
tected its  innincy,  if  desired,  will  come  cheerfully  li^in  to 
its  support,  in  cveiy  way  and  by  all  means  consistent  with 
thegreatinterestsofthe  country.  Buthempisa  "local  not 
a  geneial"  production,  and  must,  therefore,  be  rejected' 

Sonr  is  proposed.  It  is  an  article  of  necessitjr,  comfort, 
and  nixury.  It  cannot  be  produced  in  Maine  or  Penn- 
sylrania.  Its  production  must  be  confined  to  the  warm 
regio)!  of  our  counby,  where  the  great  staples  of  otlier 
ports  are  uncongenial.  But  it  must  be  rejected  according 
to  the  rule.  Its  production  is  local — not  genei'ftl.  The 
tame  may  be  said  of  cotton  and  wool,  of  every  article 
named  in  the  taiiflT.  The  gr^test  «nd  most  vatiuble  pro- 
ductions of  domestic  industry  are  more  or  leas  local  in  their 
origin — not  generd.  Hence,  if  the  rule  is,  that  every  por- 
tion of  the  country  must  aBke  contribute  to  the  production 
of  an  article,  which  the  constitution  will  allow  to  be  pro- 
tected, there  never  can  be  a  protecting  tariff  atallt  human 
wisdom  could  not  devise  one  which  would  confer  the  least 
benefit  on  the  country. 

The  rule  that  any  particular  object  of  domestic  industry 
mast  possess  '*  natioiul  importance,"  to  entitle  it  to  pro- 
tection, may  be  safely  adopted,  if  properly  understood  and 

3 plied.  A  brood  view  might  be  taken  of  the  condition 
the  country,  of  its  productions,  of  its  various  bunness, 
of  its  perpetiully  blending  and  mingling  interests.  We 
must  see  the  mutual  rebitions  which  exist  between  the 
narrowest  sections  of  our  country,  and  ascertain  how  wide- 
ly and  generally  the  various  productions  of  domestic  in- 
dustry are  dirfributed  amongst  the  people.  We  should 
■■certain,  fat  the  pnctical  purpose  of  legislation,  what 
■tticles  domestic  praduction,  great  or  small,  may  be  re- 
quired for  genend  use)  what  articles  the  people  want; 
wliat  their  comfort  and  convenience  demandt  what  articles 
are  gathered  np  and  distributed  bjr  the  trade,  business,  and 
commerce  ofthe  country.  The  mames  of  theartides  may  be 
humble— it  may  be  broadelothsj  wood-Screws,  thimbles,  bar 
iron,steMn4ngines,orthe&brte«orcotlon.  But,whatcrer 
its  name,  tiie  ri^t  of  protection  must  be  considered  with 
reference  to  the  cp^at  principles  befbre  mentioned. 

By  these  principles,  it  is  beVwTed,  the  present  tuifT can 
be  fully  sustained. 

The  President  has  advised  Congress,  that  the  tariff  is 
considered,  by  almost  ftll>  as  defective  io  many  of  its  parts. 
Suppose  this  correct,  it  is  proposed  to  inquire  whether 

greater  perfection  can  be  attained.  If  so,  how?  The 
reftdent  has  left  Congress  unadvised.  The  Representa- 
tives vP  the  people  have  recentiy,  after  their  matures! 
deliberation,  come  to  their  best  result.  The  details  may 
be  imperfect.  As  a  system,  it  "works  well."  Those 
whose  interests  are  involved  are  generally  satisfied.  It  is 
a  subject  of  so  much  delicacf ,  that  "it  should  be  touched 
with  the  utmost  caution." 

The  committee  must  be  fiilly  convinced  that  improve- 
ments can  be  made,  or  tiiey  cannot,  with  a  proper  re- 
ipect  to  the  **  extended  interests  it  involves,**  hazard  an 
(Slbrt  Such  it  the  *'infirmity  of  our  nature^'*  that  tbe 
enemies  of  the  protecting  system  would  rejoice  to  have 
the  benefit  of  little  ".likes  and  dislikes,"  to  aid  them  in 
their  attacks.  The  President  also  expresses  his  npinton, 
that  "  the  efTectB  of  the  present  tariff  are  doubtless  over- 
rated, both  in  ito  evib  and  advantages."  The  committee 
are  confident  that  its  miU  are  most  unreasoimbly  "  over- 
nted."  Its  advantages  are  so  manifest  that  they  have 
been,  in  tite  estimation  of  many,  too  greatly  undervalued. 
The  Prerident  advises  us,  that  the  decreased  price  of  raw 
materids,  manufactured  articles,  provisions,  and  lands, 
arises  from  a  cause  "  deeper  and  more  pervading  than  the 
tariff  of  the  United  States."  He  supposes  **  it  may,  in  a 
measure,  be  attr^utable  to  the  tncFBueif  valia  of  thie  pre- 
vious mcub." 
Tlie  coBUDlttte  art  arable  how  ftr  tUt  remark 


may  apply  to  other  countries.  As  applied  to  this  countiT, 
it  is  clearly  erroneous.  Appreciation  in  any  commodihf, 
gold,  silver,  com,  or  lumber,  depends,  in  a  great  degree, 
on  abundance  or  scarcity.  If  currency,  whether  com- 
posed of  silver,  gold,  or  bank  notes,  is  plenty,  tbe  nomi- 
nal price  of  all  articles  required  for  general  consumption 
wilt  rise,  because  the  owners  of  currenqr  nuut  uae  it  fiir 
profit.  The  greater  the  plen^,  the  tnore  it  will  be  used. 
In  such  case,  less  profit  will  satisfy.  Thi*  cause  enhances 
the  price  of  every  thing  that  currency  purchases:  for  it 
must  and  win  be  employed.  The  precious  metals  arc  the 
base  of  our  national  currency.  Our  commercial  opera, 
tions  are  filled  with  them.  Exchange  on  fmeign  natioos 
was  never  lowert  and  if  it  seei^s  to  be  against  us,  it  is 
only  because  we  lutve,  bylaw,  established  a  relative  value 
between  stiver  and  gold,  which  the  rest  of  the  world  will 
not  adopt. 

It  cannot,  therefore,  be  supposed,  tliat  the  "reduced 
price**  of  domestic  productions  is  caused  by  "  the  in- 
creased value"  of  the  precious  metals.  It  ia  to  be  at- 
tributed to  domestic  competition,  and  to  an  addition  to 
tlie  great  supply  of  tbe  worldt  and  that  the  advance  cf 
the  price  or  cotton,  and  the  steady  Buppmt  of  "  other 
agricultural  products,"  is  owing  to  the  fUretrified  em- 
ployments encouraged  by  the  protecting  system.  Had 
the  precious  metals  "  increased  m  vahi^"  the  benefits  of 
the  UrifT  would  have  been  fer  more  conspicuous.  Prices 
would  have  been  lower  atill.  The  tendency  of  such 
opinions  of  the  President,  as  to  the  cause  of  the  low 
prices  of  domestic  manufactures,  is  to  excite  luvjudica 
against  the  protecting  system;  to  render  it,  in  the  carna- 
tion of  our  fellow-citizens,  an  object  of  little  imporluwe. 
The  error  of  audi  opinions  the  committee  consider  it  their 
duty  to  expose. 

The  Preirident  luu  informed  oa,  that  "  tbe  best,  as  wefl 
as  the  fairest  mode  of  determining,  whether,  from  any 
just  considerations,  a  particular  interest  ou^lit  to  recwve 
protection,  would  be  to  submit  tbe  questicm  ungly  for 
connderation.  If,  after  due  examination  of  its  meriUb 
unconnected  with  extraneous  conndentions— ouch  as  a 
desire  to  sustain  a  general  wstem,  or  to  purchue  support 
for  a-difierent  interest — itshould  enlist  in  its  favor  a  majo- 
rity of  the  Hepresentatives  of  the  people,  _there  can  be 
bnt  little  danger  of  wrong  or  injury  in  adjustiiw  the  ta- 
riff, with  reference  to  its  protccUve  efTcct."  The  coitt- 
mittee  pass  over  the  caution  against  "  extraneous  coui- 
derationsi**  that  will  be  duN  appreciated  by  the  Eepre- 
sentativet  of  the  people.  The  w^gestiona  of  the  Pen- 
dent, which  rehte  to  the  manner  m  whtcli  a  protecting 
tariff  should  be  formed,  the  committee  believe  cannot  be 
adopted.  If  such  views  had  prevailed  since  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  no  turiff  for  the  protection  of  dwnes- 
tic  industry  would  have  existed.  If  they  now  prevail  in 
all  the  branches  of  the  Government,  the  UrifT  has  no  es- 
cape from  total  destruction. 

The  framers  of  our  constitution  were  equally  distin> 
guished  for  profound  intelligence  and  the  purest  patriobsm. 
In  their  great  design  to  provide  a  government  for  this  «• 
public,  which  should  promote  and  secure  the  various  in- 
terests of  every  portion,  did  they  adopt  a  wngle  provisofl. 
but  witli  open  and  avowed  desire  to  make  a  general  q> 
tem?  Did  not  every  State  present,  in  bold  relief,  its  sepa- 
rate claims  and  interests?  Was  not  each  separate  and  dis- 
tinct claim  and  interest  presented  by  the  different  mem- 
bers ofthe  Convention,  and  well  considered  by  the  whok? 
It  was  by  uniting  interests,  great  and  small,  scattered  fiir 
and  wide,  that  our  system  of  Government  was  adopted- 
Had  "a  particular  interest"  been  submitted  ••singly," 
from  some  portion  of  the  country,  and  that,  mlone,  must 
have  been  regarded,  the  Convention  must  liave  diawh^ 
without  giving  it  a  glance  of  notice.  But  tfie  members  of 
that  august  assembly  did  make  mutual  concetrions  and 
compromitet,  in  order  to  esUbliih  a  general  ^aiem. 
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The  pK»dcnt  hfts  advised  Conftren,  that  the  power  of 
protectinfr  domestic  induxtiy,  by  the  aid  of  duties  on  im- 
ports, bclonp!  to  the  General  Government  lliii,  all 
know,  is  lecured  by  a  eonstitutiont  (bunded  on  libemt 
concession  and  compromise.  '  The  cMiunittce  bdien  that 
the  protecting  power  may  be  exercfted,  witiioiit  exposure 
to  impeachment  for  motives,  on  the  same  principles  as 
gtiverned  the  Convention  which  framed  and  recommended 
our  constitution,  and  the  people  who  ratified  it.  The  ap- 
plication of  this  protecting  power  must  be  made  by  the 
RepreaentattTes  of  the  people.  There  Is  no  other  way 
by  Thtcb  it  can  be  exercised.  Then,  how  can  tiiis  be 
done?  How  can  it  be  brought  down,  home,  to  hwAntm 
andboiom^  If  a  blacksmith  asks  the  Ooremment  of  the 
Union  to  protect  the  manufocture  of  an  axe,  mutt  ^is 
question  be  submitted  "  singly"  for  deliberation  ?  Must  a 
separate  bill  be  introduced,  and  a  vote  of  Congress  taken? 
Shall  abstract  theory  place  the  seal  of  nlence  on  the  lips 
of  the  blacksmith,  and  forbid  him  to  say  that  he  wishes 
the  forge,  the  loom,  the  sugar  i^ntation,  also,  to  be  pro- 
tected? The  eoraequences  are  too  plun  for  extensive 
commentary.  The  great  interest^  of  the  nation  will  hcdd 
generous  communion  among  themselves.  They  will 
make  common  causei  they  will  make  mutual  concessions, 
compromises,  and  even  sacrifices,  to  promote  the  genend 
welfare,  in  imitation  of  the  example  set  by  the  great 
founders  of  onr.  Government.  Different  intcresu  have  a 
right  to  eonMH  each  other.  They  will  do  so.  Thev 
have  aiw^s  done  so.  They  must  and  will  act  in  concert  !f 
they  expect  to  exist.  Mutual  aid  may  be  required  by  the 
civil  interests  of  the  cotmtry,  as  much'as  mutual  assistance 
was  once  required  from  the  different  States  at  New  Or- 
leans, or  PlatUburgh.  Statesmen  who  understand  human 
nature  must  admit  it.  It  is  sanctioned  by  the  purest  ex- 
amples of  our  country — of  all  countries.  In  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  existing  tariff,  it  might  be  premimed  by  ano- 
ther branch  of  the  Oovemment  that  Congress  did  its  duty^ 
that  it  did  not  improperly  t^twn  support  for  different  in- 
terests. It  must  still  be  kept  in  mind,  that  if  the  infirmity 
[>f  our  nature  rendered  it  defective  in  its  origin,  an  at- 
tempt at  revision  might  add  to  its-imperfection. 

American  manufacturea  haw  had  a  long  and  arduous 
conflict  with  the  popular,  yet  dehirive  doctrine,  that  adtU- 
tioital  duties  for  their  protection  are  taxes  on  the  eonsu- 
ner;  and  that  every  man  who  wears  a  coat  pays  the  du^ 
mposed  into  the  pockets  of  the  manufiwturer.  Thecom- 
■nittee  will  not  (fo  into  any  train  of  reasoning  to  show  its 
'allacy.  They  will  merely  advert  to  a  few  fsotii  and  they 
lotigratulate  the  friends  of  the  American  system,  that  the 
nemory  of  every  man  in  the-  nation  can  furnish  abundant 
tvidenee  that  in  all  cases  where  the  Ukaterial  Is  found  at 
KHne,  and  the  proteeting  duty  has  been  adequate,  the  do- 
nestic  article  beeomea  cheaper  in  price,  and  improved  in 
[uality.  Cotton  gooda  fiimt^  a  striking  example  of  this 
nith,  and  every  man  who  wears  a  cotton  shirt  knows  it. 
The  article  of  nails  fumiAes  another  proof,  as  is  well 
:nown  to  every  man  who  builds  a  house.  The  committee 
night  enunoenite  hundreds  of  articles,  such  as  hats,  caps, 
hoes,  boots,  and  cheese,  to  sustain  them — but  thev  know 
t  would  be  superfluous.  The  tax  is  not  paid,  because 
lie  articles  are  not  imported.  The  duty  secures  the  mar. 
:et  to  the  home  manufacturer;  and  domestic  competition 
mong  the  manufacturers  reduces  the  cost  to  the  lowest 
lossible  price,  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  improves  the 
[iiality.  This  is  the  plain  truth  of  the  matter;  "and  it  is 
ow  so  well  understotxl  by  the  great  mass  of  the  nation,  that 
lie  American  system  will  not  be  surrendered  norabimdoned 
9  longSA  13m  people  elect  their  own  rulers.  It  has  tdcen 
eep  root  in  our  sml— the  tree  is  flourishing!  it*  branches 
ave  extended  brand  vide,and  the  people  willftownindig- 
antly  upon  every  eSirt  to  wither  its  ItO,  or  tobfaurt  its 
Tuit. 

The  President  having,  in  the  proper  exerciie  oflni  du- 


ty, submitted  to  Congress  his  views  of  tbe  tariff,  and  these 
having  been  referrea  to  the  Committee  on  Hanufiictures, 
it  became  .the  committee  to  give  thrm  a  candid  and  re- 
spectful considcratioD.  This  uiey  have  endeavored  to  do. 
Being  representatiret  of  the  peoplt^  they  have  no  apology 
to  make  for  the  freedom  with  which  the  opimooa  of  w« 
Chief  Mif^strate,  on  this  intMestinf  ud  ddwate  subject 
have  tieen  examined. 

In  framing  the  tariff,  they  believe  that  the  acknowledg- 
ed principles  of  the  constitution  have  been  applied,  as 
&itbfiiUy  as  **  Washington,  Jefferson,  Uadison,  aiMl  Hon* 
roe,"  could  have  desired:  that  the  present  tariff,  ahfaougfa 
it  may  be  defective  in  parts,  is  adjusted  on  prinaplea  which 
those  great  sUtesmen  approved.  Had  they  been  employ- 
ed to  consider  ita  details,  afid  adapt  them  to  the  present 
condition  of  our  country,  and  the  world,  and  their  united 
wisdom  had  been  exerted,  ever^  one  might  have  discov- 
ered "  imperfection  in  many  ofits  partsi"  yet,  asa  ^stem, 
all  of  them  would,  most  cheerfully,  have  given  it  their 
powerful  and  hearty  support  They  understood  the  '*  in- 
firmity of  our  nature"  too  well,  to  designate  a  nngle  inters 
est,  and  trust  it  to  single  con«deration.  They  would 
have  made  all  interests  that  required  protection  come  forth 
together,  stand  side  by  wle,  and  then  provide  a  system  by 
which  all  could  be  mutually  sustained. 

The  comnuttee  are  satisfied  that  the  provisions  of  tbe 
existing  tariff  are  national  In  their  character*  that  xto  inter- 
est, which  it  hat  undertaken  to  protect,  ta  **tao  nmutet" 
that  it  contains  no  evidence  of  attempts  "to  force  manu- 
factures for  which  the  country  is  not  rip^"  of  sufficient 
iiAportance  to  require  revinont  that  "no  comforts  of  life 
are  taxed  unnecessarily  liigh,"  with  a  proper  regard  to  re* 
venue  and  protectiont  that  the  "low  prices  of  manu&c- 
tured  articles"  have  not  been  caused  by  the  *'  increased 
value  of  the  precious  metalsi"  fof  the  precious  metals  wer* 
nevi»  before  so  abundant  and  cheap  m  the  United  Stitcii 
but,  that  the  low  prices  ofmanubcturedatliclea  are  cwii- 
ed,  in  a  great  degree,  by  the  existing  tariff,  which  has  mads 
the  labor,  skill,  and  enterprise  of  our  people  add  a  vast 
supply  for  consumption  to  the  stores  of  the  world. 
,  Tbe  comnuttee  liilly  believe  that  the  present  general 
prosperity  of  the  country  is  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  the 
protecting  qvten^  and  if  our  fenow-^tizens  can  retain  fidl 
nith  and  confidence,  that  our  Goremment  will  firmly  ex- 
ecute its  repeated  and  solemn  promises;  that  it  will  main- 
tain the  him  assurance  of  support  which  our  people  have 
a  ri|^t  to  demand  from  ita  dignitjr  and  honor,  tii«r  proa- 
penty  will  be  daily  and  more  rapt^y  promoted,  and  the 
resources  of  our  country  more  and  more  amply  developed. 

The  committee  repeat  tl>at  they  cannot  concur  In  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  that  in  framing  a  protecting  ta- 
nff;  each  ioterett  should  b«  preantcd  "  singly  for  dcBbe- 
ration,"  without  unj  reference  to  a  general  system.  By 
such  a  rule,  It  is  believed,  that  no  protecting  nstem  could 
ever  have  boen  adopted,  and  by  its  influence,  tt  Is  strongly 
apprehended,  none  can  stand.  The  km  of  tbe  commit- 
tee are  the  more  explicitly  declared,  because  enemies  of 
the  system  have,  in  a  manner  that  cannot  be  mtsundentood, 
expcned  th^  plan  of  operations.  It  is  to  present  each 
object  "  nn^y"  for  deUberation,  and  conquer  tbe  whole 
system  in  d^l. 

Tbe  comnuttee  have  thus  presented  to  Ihe  House  AdF 
un^sguised  and  undtssembled  opinions  on  the  subject  re- 
ferred," with  the  freedom  and  candor  which  they  consid- 
ered the  occanon  for  their  expression"  required.  They 
believe  that  the  tariff,  having  been  so  recen^  revised,  any 
attempt  to  change  its  proviatona,  at  this  time,  would  spread 
aimn  amoar  the  great  interestiof  oar  country,  shake  eoiw 
ffdence  in  vat  pEghted  &lth  of  Ouremmmt,  destroy  the 
supposed  well-founded  hopes  of  milfions  of  our  feHov-eiti. 
eens,  reduce  them  to  penury,  and  expose  die  wbdeeoon- 
ti7tothedangusofa«*mattielidi  policy  whieh  might 
be  adopted  by  foreign  nations." 
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Counler  Seport  on  Manufatiurea. 


■  COUNTER  REPORT  UPON*  MANUFACTURES. 
Hocn  ov  RirmiRST4TiriW,  Jax.  13. 

Mr.  MONELL  submitted  the  following  report; 
'  A  nunnihr  of  the  ComiDittre  on  Hanunctures,  to  which 
ina  refetTj^  wo  imich  of  the  Prendent's  mean4«  u  relatea 
to  tii«  tariff  of  duties  an  imports,  and  ao  muoi  thereof  as 
respects  manufactures,  not  concurring  in  the  irttde  matter 
or  manner  of  the  report  [ireferred  by  the  majority,  bejr 
leave  to  submit  their  Tievs  in  a  separate  report. 

With  the  Prewdent,  we  fully  concur  in  the  opinion  that 
there  is  great  cause  for  coni^ratulation  in  the  practical  ope- 
xatkm  of  the  tariff;  proving,  as  it  conclusively  does,  that 
tiie  ii^riea  to  our  commercial  interests,  so  confidently 
predicted  by  its  opponents,  have  not  been  realized. 

With  the  Prendent,  we  also  concur  hi  the  constittition- 
aTity  of  an  adjustment  of  import  dutiei,  with  a  view  to  the 
protection  of  our  own  agriculture  and  manufiKtures.  It 
would  be  <Ufficult  to  frame  a  more  direct,  convincing,  and 
concluuve  argument  on  that  point  than  is  presented  m  the 
message. 

Hiat  the  present  tariff  is  defective  m  swne  t^its  detaBa, 
we  have  the  concurrent  testimony  of  almost  all  who  have 
written  or  spoken  upon  flie  subject  during  its  discussion, 
and  since  its  last  modification.  '  Tn  his  message  to  Con- 
gress, at  the  opening  of  December  sesnon,  in  1828,  Presi" 
dent  Adams  remarked: 

*«  The  tariff  of  the  last  session  was,  in  its  details,  not  ac- 
oepteble  to  die  grat  interests  of  the  Union;  not  even  to 
the  interest  whioli  it  was  specially  intended  to  subserve. 
Ita  object  was  to  balance  the  burthens  on  native  industry, 
fanpoied  by  the  operation  of  foreign  laws,  but  not  to  ag- 
gravate the  burthens  of  one  section  of  the  Union  by  the 
refief  afforded  to  another.  To  the  great  principle  sanc- 
tioned In  that  act,  one  of  those  upon  which  the  constitution 
itself  was  fimmed,  I  hope  and  trust  the  authorities  of  tlie 
Union  will  adhere.  But  if  any'  of  the  ^ties  imposed  by 
the  act  only  relieve  the  manuneturer  by  aggravating  the 
burthens  of  tiie  planter,  let  a  careflil  revisalof  its  provi- 
nons,  enlightened  by  the  practical  experience  of  its  effects, 
be  directed  to  retain  those  wUch  imnart  protection  to  na- 
tive industry,  and  remove  or  supply  the  place  of  those 
which  only  idleviate  one  national  interest  by  the  depreanon 
of  another." 

During  the  progress  of  tiie  bill  in  Congress,  a  dlstin- 
gidshediiiend  of  amnestic  industry  from  Vermont  vainly 
attempted  to  amend  h,  and  declared  that  "  the  manufac- 
ture of  (he  coarse  ftbrie  (woollens)  is  ruined  at  a  blow. 
Just  as  we  are  ^>out  to  realize  what  the  friends  of  the 
American  policy  have  foretdd  that  American  skill,  indus- 
try, and  enterprise  could  accomplidi,  to  make  them  sub- 
servient to  some  fancied  benefit,  we  offer  them  up  as  a 
sacrifice  to  our  enemies." 

A  fiiend  of  the  protecting  syitem  from  Massachusetts 
obserred,  **  He  was  himself  a  wool  grower,  and  was  firmly 
of  the  belief  that  the  bill  was  utterly  destructive  to  that 
class  of  ment  that  it  put  tiie  knife  to  the  jugitlar  vein  of 
every  sheep  in  the  country;  and  that  its  effects  would  be 
.equally  destructive  to  the  interests  of  the  manu&cturers." 

A  friend  tothe  protecting  policy  from  Maine,  speaking 
the  lanfui«e  of  many  othcn,  said,  **This  explains  to  us 
wl^  it  IS  uat  lltose  very  ntanu&cturera  and  their  agents, 
who  poured  into  the  House  petitiimi,  beseeching  that  we 
would  snstun  tiieir  sinking  establishments,  now  come  here 
with  remonstrances,  conjuring  us  to  save  titem  from  tlie 
tender  mercies  of  this  measure,  it  shows  us,  too,  why  the 
bill  is  condemned  by  the  &st  friends  of  domestic  mannfiic- 
turcB,  and,  among  many  oUiers,  by  those  champions  of  the 
Ajnerican  syatem,  the  vetenuis  Niks  and  Carey." 

"It  tsaaiuthatthe  proposedduty  on  coarse  wool,  which 
we  now  import  from  the  Mediterranean  and  South  Amerj- 
ca,  is  to  benefit  the  agriculturist.  It  is  oerUin^  a  great 
iigury  to  the  manufkcturrni and  the  consumers." 


"While  this  stinted  measure  of  protection  is  thus  desk 
out  to  the  woollens,  unexampled  duties  are  pnqiosed  « 
other  articles." 

'<  This  bill  tends  to  oppress  our  navigation,  and  to  de- 
stroy the  markets  for  some  of  our  productions." 

This  bill-greatly  increases  the  expenses  of  slup  fauiU. 
ing." 

"This  bill  must  powerfully  aid  and  advance  the  colo- 
nial policy  of  Great  Brit«n." 

*'Evet^  manufacture  in  Maine,  which  this  measore 
reaches,  it  injures  and  destroj*;" 

"This  bill,  in  its  effects,  co-opet«teawithBritiriipoGcy. 
That  favors  tlie  introduction  or  iron  and  hemp  tor  tbor 
vessels;  this  taxes  them  for  ours." 

If  the  question  could  be  proposed  to  the  British  Psr- 
nament,  th^  would  pass  this  bill  for  us  by  acclamation; 
and  should  we  of  this  committee  adopt  it  in  its  present 
form,  a  British  statesman  might  well  say  that  we  deserved 
a  pension  from  his  royal  master." 

To  the  authori^  of  Mr.  Adams  and  b:s  cabinet,  antici- 
pated by  the  discussion  of  the  present  tariff  before  Con- 
gress, might  be  added  that  of-  almost  efery  fiiend  of  the 
protecting  policy  in  the  United  States. 

On  this  punt,  therefore,  the  Prendent  concurs  vitii 
President  Adams  and  his  cabinet,  with  the  manufacturers 
themselves,  and  withal!  intelligent  men. 

We  concur  with  the  President  in  the  opinion  that  those 
who  dare  not  attempt  to  improve  the  tariff,  and  corr«t 
its  imperfection!^  do  injustice  to  the  Ameticara  people  snd 
to  their  Representatives.  The  people  wiA  thcsr  Repre- 
sentatives to  do  right{  nor  will  tiiey  consider  it  a  sufficieitt 
excuse  that  they  teared  to  do  good  lest  evil  might  ccote. 
Such  a  plea  will  not  be  deemM  very  coninstent  with  any 
valuable  creed  of  political  faith  or  code  of  good  morab. 
Evil  will  never  come  ouf  of  good.  The  Representative 
who  does  right  need  not  fear  to  meet  his  constituents.  He 
only  need  iear  and  tremble,  who,  thinkuig  right,  sedng 
the  ei^Is  of  an  existing  system,  and  knowing  it  to  be  iajiu- 
rioas  and  unjust  in  some  of  its  details,  shall,  when  calkd 
to  account  before  his  constituents,  say,  in  Itis  defence,  I 
feared  to  trurt  myself  and  my  cirileagues  in  an  attempt  to 
do  right,  test  we  should  do  wrong. 

We  felicitate  the  countiy  that  such  is  not  the  charadcT 
of  the  Prendent  or  his  message.  He  advances-  boIAy  to 
hto  point.-  He  does  not  fear  to  do  ri^t,  lest  he  may  do 
wrong.  Fortified  by  honesty  of  purpose  and  patriMic  de- 
votion, he  hat  fuU  confidence  that  the  people  will  sustaia 
him  in  all  his  efforts  to  reform  abuses  and  correct  erron  in 
our  various  systems  of  law  and  administration.  He  doe« 
but  justice  to  the  American  people  when  be  says,  *'  My 
confidence  is  entire,  that,  to  secure  such  modificatian  of 
the  tariff  as  the  general  interest  requires,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary that  that  in],ere8t  ^ould  be  understood-** 

With  the  Preudent,  we  think  it  probable  that  Ac  re- 
duced price  of  produce  raw  materials,  manufccturcd  atti- 
clcB,  and  lands,  is  attributable,  in  some  degree,  to  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  supply  of  the  precious  metals.  That  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  mines  hi  Spanish  America  have  been  lesi 
within  the  last  twenty  years  than  they  were  in  the  twenty 
prececUnB',  will  not,  we  presume,  be  doubted.  So  fir 
from  dimtidshiiw,  the  demand  for  the  predous  vnelals  has 
incresoed  with  the  increase  of  civiltxed  population  and  the 
extension  of  commerce.  It  was,  therefore,  natural  that 
^ir  value  should  increase.  Undoubtedly,  the  estabfidi- 
ment  of  extensive  manufactories  in; America,  and  the in- 
provemeiits  in  machinery,  have  tended  to  reduce  the  pf- 
neral  price  of  nianu&:tured  artides;  but  the  same  cause, 
lud  it  operated  separately,  would^  in  thia  country,  have 
increased  tlie  price  of  lands  and  agricultural  products. 
Has  audi  been  the  result?  No;  lands  and  agricultural  pro* 
ducts  have  declined  in  price  almoat  as  much  as  manufcc- 
tured  articles.  The  cause  of  diis  decline  is  not  our  tariff: 
ittiaenetiiins**de«perandmoreperTacUiig.**  Ititdifi- 
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cult  to  recount  for  it  in  txtf  otlier  wty  than  as  tlie  effect 
of  an  appreciation  of  ^Id  and  ^Iver. 

We  are  aware  that  money  aeems  to  be  abundant  in  oiir 
CDinmercial  cities,  and  that  it  can  be  borrowed  at  a  low 
rate  of  interest.  This  is  not  the  effect  of  an  increased 
supply  of  the  precious  metals,  bat  of  a  itarnation  of  trade 
and  bunness.  So  low  ate  the  products  of  cemmerce,  of 
manufi^tures,  and  of  agriculture,  that  rich  men  find  no 
inducements  to  invest  their  capita]  in  those  pursuits. 
HoneVt  therefore,  accumulates  upon  their  hands,  and  Ihey 
are  willing  to  lerid  it  out,  well  secured,  upon  a  moderate 
interest.  But  were  a  ^neral  war  in  Europe,  or  any  change 
in  the  alTairs  of  nations,  to  fVimiah  a  market  for  our  agri> 
cultural  productions,  and  rerire  our  tnule,  the  lending^  of 
money  at  a  low  interest  would  Instantly  cease,  and,  with 
tlie  increased  demand,  appifrent  scareity  would  succeed  to 
apparent  abundance. 

Having  ^sserted  the  constitutionnlity  of  the  tariff,  adjust- 
ed with  a  Tiew  to  protection,  the  President  j^ves,  with 
characteristic  point  and  clearness,  his  riewa  of  its  policy. 
Vft  quote  his  lan^age: 

'*  while  the  chief  olyeet  of  duties  should  be  revenue,  ■ 
they  may  be  so  adjusted  as  to  encourage  manufactures.  In 
this  adjustment,  however,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Oovemment 
1o  be  guided  by  the  general  goo<l.  Objects  of  national 
importance  alone  ought  to  be  protected;  of  these,  the  pro- 
ducts of  our  soil,  our  mines,  and  our  workshops,  essential 
to  national  defence,  occupy  the  first  rank.  Whatever 
other  sneeiea  of  domestic  industry,  having  the  importance 
to  whicn  I  have  referred,  may  be  expected,  after  tempo- 
rary protection,  to  compete  with  foreign  labor  on  equal 
terms,  merit  the  same  attention  in  a  simordinate  degree." 

A  tariff  adjusted  on  these  principles^  ve  are  sure,  would 
meet  the  wishes  of  all  real  fnends  of  domestic  industry 
and  the  interests  of  the  country. 

**  Objects  of  national  importance  alone  ouetit  to  be  pro- 
tected." It  would  be  absurd  to  stiy  that  the  *<  national 
importance"  of  an  article  depended  on  the  genenJi^  of 
its  protection.  Lead  is  found  in  but  two  or  three  States 
in  uie  Union,  yet  who  will  deny  its  rational  importance? 
Perhaps  powder  is  not  made  in  half  a  dozen  States:  yet 
who  will  deny  its  national  importance?  There  are  not, 
probably,  a  dozen  cannon  foundries  in  the  Uniont  yet 
who  will  deny  their  '^national  importance?"  If  iron  were 
made  in  only  one  State,  would  any  man  think  of  denying 
its**ni:tional  importance?".  To  say  that  the  Prendent 
recommends  the  protection  of  only  such  aKicles  as  are 
produced  or  mviufnctured  in  alt  or  most  of  .the  States,  is 
to  do  violence  to  his  lan^^ge  and  evident  meaning.  Every- 
thing of  general  necessity  or  general  use,  whether  it  be  of 
genera)  production  or  not,  is  an  object  of  "  national  im- 
portaucc,"  uid  evidendy  embraced  in  the  views  of  the 
President. 

**  Of  these,**  he  sayi^  "  the  productions  of  ourscHi,  our 
mines,  our  workshops, essentisl  to  national  defence,  occupy 
the  first  rank."  We-presume  all  the  friends  of  domestic 
industry,  and  of  our  country's  safety,  will  concur  with  the 
Prendent  in  this  sentiment.  He  speaks  from  the  admoni- 
tions of  experience.  He  has  seen  our  brsve  militU  called 
int«  the  sei-viee  of  their  country,  and  exposed  to  anithless 
invider,  witiiovt  arms,  without  Mmnumtion,  and  almost 
without  clothing.  From  want  of  means  of  defence  he  has 
seen  our  cities  exposed  to  plunder,  and  sections  of  our 
eountr)'  to  conquest.  It  woukl  be  unwise  in  our  Govern- 
ment not  to  provide  against  like  dangers  in  future.  **  In 
peace  prepare  for  war,"  is  a  maxim  as  true  as  it  is  trite 
In  the  opinion  the  President,  it  ahotdd  be  the  first  ob- 
ject in  a  protecting  tariff. 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  what  productions  of  our  soil,  our 
n^nes,  and  our  workshops,  are  rssentiat  to  our  national 
defence?  Hie  Prendent  1ms  not  tbousht  it  necessary  or 
proper  to  enter  into  a  minute  detail  hi  his  communication 
to  CongTMs.   Doubtless  he  did  not  think  it  respectful  to 


inform  Congress,  that  iron,  lead,  cannon,  muskets,  bullets, 
powder,  soldiers'  and  sailors'  clothing,  ships,  with  their 
canvass  and  tackle,  are  articles  essential  to  national  de- 
fence. It  was  fair  to  presume  that  the  experience,  know- 
ledge, and  saeacily  of  Congress,  were  competent  to  fill 
up  the  list  of  uiese  articles,  without  encumbering  his  mes- 
sage with  detiuls.  We  know  that,  with  their  sccompani- 
ments  and  component  parts,  embracing  coarse  woollens, 
blankets,  hats,  and  shoes,  they  constitute  Oiat  clas»of  arti- 
cles which  he  says  are  entitled  to  the  first  rank  in  a  tarifT 
of  protection. 

"  Other  species  of  industry,"  of  a  national  importance, 
which,  "  after  temporary  protection,"  can  compete  with 
foreign  labor  on  equal  term^  merit  the  some  attention  in 
a  subordinate  detn%e. 

We  arc  at  no  loss  to  understand  the  Prendent,  nor  do 
we  hesitate  to  concur  with  him  in  the  sentiment  expressed. 
To  produce  the  manufacture  in  our  own  country  of  all 
articles  of  general  use  among  our  citizens,  and  enable  us 
to  purchase  them  as  cheap  or  cheaper  than  we  can  obtain 
tlicm  fVom  abroad,  is  one  of  the  clucf  <rf)jecta  of  the  tariff, 
and  its  most  deservedly  boasted  effect.  To  attun  an  ob- 
,  ect  so  desirable,  the  Prendent  thinks  a  temporary  tax  on 
the  imported  article  not  unjust  or  improper.  That  atem- 
porary  protection  will,  in  some  branches  of  manufacture, 
produce  this  result,  wc  have  the  evidence  of  facts.  India 
cottons,  it  is  stated,  were  formerly  sold  in  the  United 
States  at  twenty-five  cents  per  yard.  A  better  fabric  is 
now  made  in  the  United  States  and  sold  at  eight  cents. 
Although  the  price  of  such  cottons  has  much  declined 
in  India,  yet  the  decline  has  fallen  so  fax  short  of  that 
in  the  United  States,  that  our  cottons  now  enter  into 
successful  competition  with  them  in  the  markets  of  the 
very  countries  where  they  are  manufactured.  Our  cot- 
tons successfully  compete  with  the  British  cottons,  also,  in 
all  countries  where  they  are  permitted  to  enter  on  equal 
terms;  and,  it  is  affirmed,  might  be  sold  in  England  itself 
at  a  profit,  if  they  could  be  admitted  free  of  duty.  By  a 
temporary  protection,  therefore,  our  cotton  manufiustones 
have  been  established,  and  brought  to  such  perfection, 
that  they  successfully  compete  with  foreign  establishment^ 
wherever  they  can  meet  them  on  equal  terms. 

If  they  can  compete  with  foreign  manufactures  in  the 
markets  of  otiier  countries,  loaded  with  freightsand  com- 
missions, could  ^ey  not  mMnt«n  themselves  witiiout  pro- 
tection in  our  own  markets?  How  does  our  tariff  enable 
our  manufacturers  to  undersell  the  India  fabric  in  the  In- 
dia market?  IIow  does  it. enable  them  to  undersell  the 
British  in  the  Levant  and  South  America?  It  is  obvious 
that  the  tariff  can  affect  present  prices  only  in  our  own 
market.  It  does  not  affect  the  price  of  coarae  cottons, 
even  at  home:  for  competition  has  so  reduced  it  that  they 
can  he  bought  at  a  leas  price  in  the  United  States  than 
India  cottons  can  in  IntBo.  If  the  tariff  were  now  abolish- 
ed, these  goods  would  continue  to  monopolise  our  own 
market,  and  compete  with  foreign  fabrics  in  tiie  -markets 
of  the  world. 

Thut  India  cottons  would  not  again  be  seen  in  our  mar- 
kets is  proved  by  the  fact  th-^t  our  cottons  are  sold  at  a 
profit  in  the  markets  of  that  country.  India  cottons  for- 
merly sold  at  twenty -five  cents.  If  the  duty  were  taken  off, 
they  might  probably  be  affortled  in  o»ir  market  at  twelve 
cents.  Our  owh  cottons,  of  a  better  qviality,  sell  foreight. 
Who  ■would  buy  the  India  cottons  at  twelve,  when  he 
could  get  our  own  and  better  at  eight? 

Nails  are  another  article  which  domestio  competition 
has  reduced  in  price,  so  that,  in  some  cases,  we  believe 
the  wliole  cost  does  not  now  equal  the  duty. 

The  manuftctarcs  of  hats,  shoes,  and  cabinet  ware, 
have,  fromUie  protection  they  have  received,  and  the  ^kill 
and  industry  of  our  nunufacturera,  attained  such  a  force 
as  to  defy  foreign  competition.  Those  branrhes  of  our 
agriculture  which  produce  cotton,  wheat,  beef,  porkj  and 
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butter,  tiiougli  they  may  have  required  protection  in  their 
infancy,  have  outstripped  all  protection,  furniah  the 
cheapest  and  most  abundant  supply,  and  have  acquired  a 
Tigor  which  defies  foreign  competition,  and  "  counteracts 
the  most  selfish  and  destructive  policy  of  foreign  nations.*' 
Many  other  articles  mi^t  be  enumerated,  but  these 
are  sufficient  to  illustrate  the  viewa  of  the  President. 
Temporary  encouragement  has  been  aflfbrded.  These 
" species  of  domestic  industry"  have  been  enabled  "to 
compete  wilh  foreign  labor  on  eqiuil  terms-"  The  tarifT 
upon  these  articles  has  ceased  to  be  a  Ux:  for  they  can 
be  purchased  lower  in  our  own  tlian  in  foreign  mArkots, 
and  tlielr  importation  Itas  either  ceased  or  is  fast  diminish- 
ing. 

In  whatever  cases  the  same  effect  can  be  produced,  the 
pKsident  thinks,  and  we  think,  tliat  the  same  means  of 
protection  should  be  employed-  But  if  there  be  no  hope 
of  so  establishing  in  this  country  a  species  of  cuhure  or 
manufacture  Uiat  it  will  eventually  be  able  "  to  compete 
with  foreign  labor  on  equal  terms,"  to  that  a  tariff  of  pro- 
tection ought  not  to  be  upplied.  He  would  be  esteemed 
amatlman  who  should,  by  a  tariff',  endeavor  to  establish 
in  this  country  the  culture  of  tea,  pepper,  pimento,  cio- 
namon,  Peruvian  bark,  and  many  other  protlucts  not 
adapted  to  our  soil  or  climate,  or  to  the  habits  of  our 
people.  There  are  specicsof  manufactures  which  partake 
of  the  same  character.  A  heavy  duty  upon  them  is  an  use- 
less tax  upon  the  consumer.  It  produces  no  present,  and 
promises  no  pnnpectlve,  good.  Uitless  the  proceeds  be 
required  for  revenue,  it  ought  not  to  be  imposed. 

As  specimens  of  interest  embraced  in  the  present  tariff, 
too  minute  and  local  to  merit  protection,  we  may  name 
marble,  capers,  olives,  figs,  &c,;  and  as  specimens  of 
manufactures  it  attempts  to  force,  for  which  the  country 
is  not  ripe,  we  mention  »lk%  worsted  stuff  goods,  merino 
shawls,  &c. 

We  fully  concur  with  the  President  in  the  opinion  that 
"the  best  as  well  as  the  fairest  mode  of  determining 
vhether*  fhim  any  just  considerations,  a  particular  inter- 
est ought  to  receive  protection,  would  be  to  submit  the 
question  nn^ly  for  deliberation."  We  have  not  so  tittle 
confi<lence  m  tlie  people,  or  tlieir  representatives,  as  to 
believe  that  an  appeal  to  local  or  individual  interests  is  ne- 
cessary to  induce  them  to  do  what  the  general  interest  re- 
quires. If  a  wngle  interest  were  presented,  they  would 
wei^  the  benefits  and  injuries  which  its  protection  might 
produce  to  the  general  interests  of  the  country,  and  de- 
cide without  the  bias  of  local  or  selfish  considerations.  If, 
in  their  opinion,  the  general  good  required  its  protection, 
they  would  grant  it  If,  on  tlie  conlravy,  the  injury  would 
counterbalance  the  benefits,  they  would  refuse  it. 

It  is  inconceivable  to  us  how  it  can  be  made  a  general 
benefit  to  protect  a  combination  of  Interests,  each  of  which, 
taken  separately,  it  would  be  injurious  to  protect.  If  it 
be  injurious  to  protect  each  uiwly,  the  mass  of  injurpr  ia 
increased  more  readily  than  the  benefits  by  their  combina- 
tion. 

Suppose  that  Massachusetts  has  an  interest  which  she 
wishes  protected,  but,  after  due  coiisideratlon,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  Congress  that  it  will  produce  twice  the  harm 
that  it  would  good.  It  is  evident  tliat  her  wishes  ought 
not  to  be  gratified. 

New  York  has  an  interest  which  she  presents  for  pro- 
tection; but  it  is  decided  that  the  general  injury  of  spch 
a  measure  will  be  three  times  as  great  as  the  general  good. 
Of  course  she  ought  not  to  be  gratifitid. 

Virginia  presents  an  interest  for  protectionf  but  it  is  the 
opinion  of  Congress  tliat,  in  the  general  Kcale,  such  a  mea- 
sure will  do  five  times  as  much  harm  as  good.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  tlie  measure  proposed  by  her  euglit  not  to  be 
adopted. 

Now,  can  these  three  measures  becmne  useful  aitd  pro- 
per by  comtHning  them  together?   Will  not  that  of  Mas* 


sachusetts  still  be  twice  as  injurious  as  it  ia  benefiasl; 
that  of  New  York  tliree  timesi  and  that  of  Vimna  five 
times?  Will  not  the  injury  of  the  combination  be  to  the 
benefit  as  ten  to  three!*  Extend  the  same  principle  to 
ten  States — twenty  Slates — all  the  Stajes.  It  is  impoan- 
ble  that  the  combination  of  twen^-four  bad  measures  caa 
produce  a  good  measure.  As  soon  should  we  look  to  the 
concentration  of  all  the  vices  to  make  a  good  man. 

We,  therefore,  concede  the  jualice  of  the  rule  Lud 
down  by  the  Prewdent.  It  is  worthy  of  the  mind  whence 
it  comes— a  mind  which  marches  straight  to  its  object, 
and  seeks  no  subterfuge  to  deceive  the  people,  or  evade 
responsibility.  Its  observance  would  promote  purity  of 
motive  and  justice  of  action  in  all  our  legislative  acta. 

We  concur  witli  the  Prettdent  in  the  (qiiuion  that  the 
chief  object  of  impost  duties  is  revenue,  and  that  thrir 
adjustment  so  as  to  protect  manufiictures  is  an  incidental 
or  secondary  power.  To  lay  duties  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  protecting  domestic  industry,  would  be  an  anom- 
aly in  Government.  What  would  be  done  with  the 
money  collected'  If  our  national  debt  were  paid,  and 
we  had  no  use  for  money  in  the  concerns  of  Govenunent, 
there  would  now  be  an  accumulation  in  the  treaniry  to 
the  amount  of  twenty-four  millions  annually.  If  the  sole 
object  of  the  duty  be  to  protect  domestic  industry,  that 
object  is  accomplished  when  the  money  is  paid  inUi  the 
treasury.  Shall  it  be  lud  in  the  earth,  sunk  in  the  ocean, 
given  to  Government  finvorites,  or  distributed  among  the 
manufacturers? 

We  do  not  believe  the  people  of  the  United  States 
will  consent  to  pay  twenty-four  millions,  nor  ten  ini|Iioii% 
nor  five  miUions,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  protecting  ma- 
nufactures.  If  tliey  perceive  that  the  money  raised  by 
protecting  duties  is  not  devoted  to  usefiil  and  honest  pur- 
poses, they  will  demand  their  reduction  or  repeal. 

We  therefore  concur  with  the  President  in  the  opinion 
that  the  duties  on  articles  constituting  a  portion  of  the 
necessaries  and  comforts  of  life  should  be  reduced  or  eo- 
tirely  repealed.  A  more  certain  means  of  preserring 
the  protecting  duties  could  not  be  Vecommended.  What 
interest  has  any  portion  of  our  raanufiuturers,  or  agri- 
culturists in  preserving  the  duties  on  tea,  coffee,  cocoa, 
pepper,  cinnamon,  or  any  other  foreign  products  or  ma- 
nufactures which  do  not  come  into  competition  with  the 
fruits  <^  their  own  labor.'  The  duties  on  those  articles 
yield  no  protection,  but  the^  produce  a  conddenble 
amount  of^  revenue.  They  will  continue  to  do  ao  after 
the  national  debt  diall  be  extinguished.  Is  it  not  tictter 
(or  the  labor  of  the  country  that  tiie  amount  of  these 
duties  should  be  levied  upon  other  articles,  that  come 
into  competition  with  domestic  products?  If  they  con- 
tinue to  oe  levied  upon  these  articles,  they  will  dimio- 
Ish,  as  they  do  now,  the  amount  collected  from  artides 
the  tnantlG^ctu^e  or  growth  of  which  in  our  own  country 
needs  the  encouragement  of  a  protecting  tariff. 

To  us  nothing  is  plainer  than  that  it  is  the  interest  of 
the  true  friends  of  a  protecting  tariff  to  repeal  every  duty 
which  has  no  protective  effect.  The  wbtJe  revenue  m 
the  country  would  then  be  adjusted  upon  imports,  with  a 
view  to  the  protection  of  domestic  industry.  With  a  re- 
duced revenue,  the  protection  will  then  he  more  effieimt 
ttun  it  is  now;  and  there  will  be  no  dawer  of  a  ruinous 
reaction  after  the  payment  of  the  national  debt. 

The  admoiutions  of  the  President  are  tlie  vcnce  of  wis- 
dom. Take  off  Uie  duties  on  the  necessaries  and  com- 
forts of  life,  and  correct  the  abuses  of  the  tMriff.  Adjust 
the  whole  revenues  of  the  country  ori  such  imported  ma- 
nufactures and  produce  as  compete  with  our  own  domes- 
tic labor:  then  will  protection  be  confined  to  its  legitimate 
objects,  the  system  of  protecting  duties  mil  be  identified 
with  the  reremie'  system  of  the  countiy,  and  cannot  be 
shaken. . 

Most  nncercly  do  we  aoeord  with  the  Preadent  in  the 
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sentiment,  "thftt  our  deliberations  on  this  interestiitfr  sub- 
ject should  be  uninfluenced  by  tlioae  partisan  conflicts  that 
are  incident  to  free  institutions."  "  To  make  this  great 
question,  which  ufthsppily  n  mach  diTides  and  excites^ 
toe  pubUo  mind,  subservient  to  the  sKort-sighted  views  of 
Ikciton,  must  destroy  all  hope  ofsetOing  it  satis&ctorily  to 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  and  for  ttie  general  inter- 
est. I  cannot,  tiietetbre,"  says  he,  "on  takin;;  leare  of 
the  subject,  too  earnestly  for  mv  own  feelings  or  the  com- 
mon good,  warn  you  agunst  the  blighting  influence  of 
nich  a  coarse." 

It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  from  bction  has  the  tariff 
derived  moat  of  its  bad  features;  and  it  is  fiction  only 
iriiich  endan^ra  its  good.  Its  prorisionB  have  been  ar- 
ranged  too  bttle  with  a  regard  to  equiJity,  justice,  and 
the  public  good,  and  too  much  with  reference  to  effect 
on  political  electionsi  BRtisfactury  to  nobody,  injurious  to 
many,  and  to  some,  as  they  allege,  fatal.  Members  of 
Congress  fearing  they  should  not  be  able  to  obtain  a  ta- 
riff at  tliat  lime,  did  not  think  proper  to  vote  ^^nst  it, 
leaA  such  an  act  nugfat  have  a  siiuster  influence  on  the 
election  to  the  Presidency  of  a  political  favorite.  Some,  too, 
voted  for  it,  believing  that  in  a  season  of  more  tranquillity 
its  errors  would  be  corrected,  and  its  defects  supplied. 
Now,  men  dare  not  attempt  to  correct,  or  even  acknow- 
ledge, iraperfections  and  errors  which  they  once  con- 
demned, lest  they  diould  impur  its  force  as  a  political 
weapon. 

Is  this  a  safe  basis  on  which  to  rest  an  essential  branch 
of*  our  domestic  policy,  involving  one  or  two  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  the  regular  pursuits  of  many  thousands 
of  oty  citizens?  Are  these  immense  interests  to  be  cast 
upon  the  waves  of  party  strife,  and  rise  and  sink  witli  the 
success  or  defeat  of  a  particular  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency? Those  who  have  an  agency  in  producing  a  result 
so  disasltous  will  have  much  to  answer  for  to  an  it^ured 
people.  They  attempt  to  put  to  hazard  the  whole  pro- 
tecting ■ystem  upon  the  doubtful  result  of  an  election. 
They  destroy  all  certainty  in  this  branch  of  our  domestic 
policy,  and  nil  those  who  have  propert)-  embarked  in  ma- 
nufactures with  anxiety  and  alarm.  Worse  than  the  most 
desperate  gamblers,  they  put  to  stake,  not  their  own  mo- 
ney, but  the  property,  the  pursuits,  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence, of  tens  of  thousands  of  their  fellow-citizens.  Tliey 
force  men  engag^ed  in  quiet  occupations  to  embark  in  con- 
tests of  par^  strife,  as  a  means  or  promoting  their  private 
interests.  'I  hey  encourage,  by  tiieory  and  practice,  a  spi- 
rit of  gaming  in  all  the  affairs  of  society,  which  will  exhibit 
it*  deleterious  effects,  not  on  the  broad  theatre  of  the  na- 
tion alone,  hut  in  States,  towns,  and  corporations;  hazard- 
ing public  and  private  interests  in  struggles  to  eratify  per- 
sons] ambition.  Tliey  destroy  the  efficiency  of  the  tariff 
as  a  means  of  retaliating  the  selflsh  policy  of  foreign  na- 
tions. Perceiving  that  our  Government  is  actuated  by  no 
•etUed  policy,  and  that  its  measures  are  adopted  and  re- 
scinded with  the  alternate  success  of  contending  parties, 
instead  of  being  brought  to  concession  by  tlie  effect  of  our 
counteracting  legislation  upon  their  essential  interests, 
they  will  awut,  and,  perhaps,  promote,  a  change  of  party, 
as  a  certain  means  of^  obtaining  a  change  of  policy.  Our 
country  will  thus  become  powerless  in  its  means  tf  i<etali* 
ation,  if  not  the  scene  of  foreign  intrigue  and  corruption. 
Finally,  they  destroy  the  respect  of  the  people  for  the  ta- 
riff, and  le^Kl  them  to  consider  it,  not  as  a  permanent  and 
essential  interest  of  the  coiuitr>-,  but  merely  as  a  weapon 
of  party  warfiuv,  to  be  shivered  and  struck  from  the  hand 
of  a  political  opponent,  or  consigned  to  the  fate  which 
waits  its  advocates  in  defeat. 

It  has  too  often  been  the  fate  of  good  measure^  in  a  re- 
public, to  be  seized  on  by  aspiring  demagogues  as  a  means 
of  accomplishing  their  selflsh  purposes.  Caring  nothing 
for  the  public  intereAs,  and  regaraing  only  tbar  self  ag- 
grandisement, by  profesBoiu  of  extraorduuiry  zesl  fhey 


have  been  enabled  to  assume  the  statjon  of  leaders.  To 
maintun  that  position,  and  attain  the  prize  of  their  ambi- 
tion, they  outstrip  all  the  honest  and  prudent  advocates  of 
true  polii^',  and  push  everjr  popular  measure  to  excess. 
Borne  on  the  tiue  of  pubhc  feeling,  before  their  hypo- 
crisy is  discovered,  they  have  sometimes  been  able  to 
force  themselves  into  the  citadel  of  power.  The  success- 
ful examples  of  unprincipled  ambition  in  other  ages  and 
countries  may,  in  our  own,  inspire  a  hope  of  suocess  by 
the  use  of  the  same  means,  in  men  of  like  habit  and  for- 
tune. 

Nothing  can  be  so  fatal  to  the  trufe  and  lasting  interests 
of  manuucturea,  or  any  other  esaential  interest  of  our 
country,  as  the  intemperate  and  bypocriticid  support  of 
such  men;  and  yet,  in  the  prt^ress  of  our  history,  these 
great  interests  may  justiy  dread  their  fatal  friendsUps. 
Without  indulging  in  any  invidious  anticipations,  we  may 
expect  that,  as  In  other  countries,  so  in  this,  from  among 
such  men  a  leader  may  appear;  with  eloquent  harangues 
and  artful  appeals  he  may  scatter  delusions  and  lead  rea- 
son captive:  ne  may  induce  them  to  think  that  a  high  ta> 
riff  on  articles  which  we  cannot,  as  Well  as  those  which 
we  can,  produce,  and  an  unrelenting  persecution  of  all 
who  oppose  it,  constitute  the  trite  poucy  of  the  republic: 
and  that  he  alone,  placed  at  the  head  of*^ Government,  can 
g^Ve  it  practical  effect.  In  his  grasp  after  power,  he 
may  seize  upon  every  measure  that  appeals  to  tne  person- 
al interests  and  seiitional  feelings  of  men,  and  rally  around 
him  a  party  pledged  to  sustain  m  its  then  condition  tiie  ta- 
riff, or  any  otiier  measure,  though  deemed  oppresnve  by 
many,  and  imperfect  by  all.  He  may  denounce  prudence 
and  moderation  in  its  support  as  hostility  to  ttie  system, 
and  stigmatise  as  traitors  those  whom  he  and  his  partisans 
may  have  studiously  excited  to  violent  opposition.  He 
may  denounce  as  hostility  to  the  tariff  all  opposition  to 
himself  and  endeavor  to  force  the  commumfy  to  conader 
the  fate  of  the  protecting  policy  as  identified  with  hit 
own.  When  such  a  leader  sjid  such  a  party  shall  appear, 
it  will  be  the  duty  of  wisdom  and  patriotism,  and  the  in- 
terests of  all  honest  men,  to  resist  their  machinations. 

Do  not  all  manufacturers  see  what,  in  such  a  case, 
would  be  the  probable  result  of  identifying  themselves 
aTul  their  great  interests  with  the  ever  vannug  fortunes  of 
partv,  the  intemperate  zeal  of  faction,  and  the  madness  of 
ambition?  Do  tliey  not  see  that  they  must  lose  the  confi- 
dence and  support  of  many  honest  citizens^  In  such  an 
alliance,  must  not  their  interests  fall  with  the  faction  to 
whose  merciless  care  they  shall  have  confided  them?  And 
will  they  place  their  establishments,  their  interests,  their 
all,  in  the  hands  of  political  gamblers  as  a  stake? 

The  history  of  the  past,  indeed,  assures  us  that  the 
demun^te  will  never  be  without  his  instruments.  These, 
too,  tor  the  benefit  of  their  patron,  and  hope  of  future 
favor  at  his  hands,  are  ready  to  convert  the  dearest  inter- 
ests of  their  country  into  footballs  of  party  contention, 
and  hazard  the  property  and  pursnits  of  their  fellow-citi- 
zens in  struggles  for  power.  But  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that 
they  may  never  find  their  way  into  Congress.  Here  let 
us  hope  that  all  men  will  bring  and  retain  an  honest  and 
a  fearless  heart  to  serve  the  public,  and  never  so  fiir  fore- 
go their  duty  as  to  become  the  instilments  of  unchasten* 
ed  ambition — to  rally  ai  his  watuliwuni,  set  at  nnuglit  the 
reasonable  complunts  of  any  portion  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens, refuse  to  amend  defective  laws,  cast  the  essential 
interests  of  their  country  on  the  waves  of  party,  and  sneer 
at  the  counsels  of  age,  the  admonitions  of  experience,  uid 
the  expostulations  of  patriotism. 

But  if,  unfbrtunately  for  the  interest*  of  the  republic, 
and  for  none  more  so  than  the  interests  of  home  industry, 
such  a  leader  as  we  have  alluded  to  should,  by  the  aid  of 
such  partisans  in  Congress,  be  placed  in  the  Prendential 
chair,  what  may  the  country  expect?  It  may  expect 
every  corraptioa  to  be  nourisbcd,  and  every  abase  to  be 
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cherisbed.  It  vmy  expect  &  defJeetire  tariff  to  be  made 
wone.  Pledged,  as  he  may  be,  to  maintain  it  as  it  it, 
the  country  niay  expect  protet^tion  to  be  refiiaed  to  any 
interest  to  which  our  g^wtb  and  imprOTement  may  re- 
quire it  should  be  extended.  Instead  of  protection,  it 
may  expect  taxatimi.  It  may  expect  its  exactions  to  be 
increased  by  countless  millions,  aad  the  moneys  to  be 
expended  in  rewarding  followers,  purchasing  fnends, 
pensioning  dependents,  and  in  efiinta  to  biqr  orer  States 
and  neighborhoods,  by  spedal  farm,  to  the  support  of 
his  re-wction,  or  the  election  of  a  deiignated  successor. 
It  may  expect,  in  tlie  end,  that  here,  as  in  other  countries 
where  ambition  rules,  taxation  will  be  made  to  reach 
every  article  of  food  and  clothing,  buMb,  houses  fuel, 
hearths,  the  light  of  HesTea  itself. 

In  return  for  thew  nuseriea,  it  may  eneet  splendid 
projects  uid  msgiuficent  stnietures,  honored  and  adorned 
by  Ute  gilded  equipages  of  the  ridi,  irith  the  State  Go- 
venunents annihilated,  propertyconcentratedin  the  hands 
of  a  few,  and  the.  great  maat  of  the  people  oppressed, 
poor,  ktarving,  desperate,  and  lebellious. 

These  mis^iefs  may  be  attempted,  but  we  fear  no  such 
disastrous  results.  To  save  the  tariff  from  all  risks  is  our 
earnest  desire.  This,  we  are  convinced,  can  only  be  done 
by  rescuing  it  from  the  custody  of  demagogues  and  par- 
tiBsni,  cnrecting  its  errors,  atnending-its  imperfections; 
and  appealing  to  the  good  sense  and  justice  of  the  com- 
munity to  nve  it  a  generous  support  But  if  the  prudent 
counseb  of  the  chief  who  has  saved  bis  country  in  war, 
and  is  honestly  seeking  to  promote  her  interests  and  pre- 
serve her  institutions  in  pnce,  are  to  be  unheeded  or  de- 
rided, and  if  there  are  men  wlui  are  determined  not  to 
eomxA  any  of  the  admitted  errors  of  the  tarijlT,  to  tax  un- 
necessarily  high  the  necessaries  and  oomfiats  of  life,  and 
make  it  a  pi?ty  c^uestion,  with  them  rests  the  responsi- 
bility, and  on  their  heads  be  the  consequences.  With 
our  venerable  President,  we  will  strug^e  to  muntain  all 
that  is  valuable  in  the  present  tariff  ofprotection,  and  ex- 
tend its  benefits.  But  should  the  manubcturers  and 
working  men  find  themselves  overwhelmed  and  ruined 
by  a  reaction  of  puUic  <^inion,  which  shall  sweep  away 
as  well  all  that  is  good  as  all  that  is  bad  in  the  protecting 
system,  they  will  inquire  who  it  was  that,  by  pertina- 
ciously adhering  to  acknowledged  error,  defending  ad- 
mitted imperfections,  insisting  on  unnecessary  exactions, 
and  liazardrng  all  in  a  strangle  for  power,  brought  upon 
them  irretrievable  nun.  The  counsels  of  age  and  ex- 
perience will  then  be  received  witli  other  feelings  than 
oeriuon]  and  the  nostrums  of  quack  politicians,  too  pre- 
judiced to  listen  to  truth,  or  too  &ctious  to  r^fard  it,  will 
DC  remembered  only  with  sbborrence. 

We  cannot  better  conclude  than  by  repeating  the  warn- 
ings of  the  Chief  Narrate. 

**Ttuit  our  deliberations  on  this  interesting  subject 
sboold  be  uninfluenced  by  those  partisan  conflicts  that  are 
incident  to  f^e  institutions,  is  the  fervent  wish  of  my 
heart.  To  make  this  f^reat  question,  which,  unhqipily,  so 
much  cUvides  and  excites  the  public  mind,  subservient  to 
tiie  riiort'^ighted  views  of  fliction,  must  destroy  all  hope 
of  settling  it  satisfactorily  to  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
and  for  the  general  interest  I  cannot,  therefore,  on 
taking  leave  of  the  subject,  too  earnestly  fotmy  own  feel- 
ings w  the  common  goodi  warn  you  against  the  blighting 
consequences  of  ni^  a  ooune." 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTED  SUGAR. 

Iir  Settatk,  February  16,  1831. 
Mr.  DiCKBBSos  made  the  following  report: 
The  Committee  on  Hanulactures,  to  .whom  was  Referred 
the  bill  to  reduce  and  flx  tlie  duties  on  sugars  imported 
into  Uie  Uiuted  States,  liave  had  the  subject  under  con- 
Moaidentioi^  and  beg  leare  to  report: 


Tha^  in  nakii^  up  their  opinions  upon  this  subject 
they  have  not  the  aid  of  any  petitions,  remiHtstrances,  or 
documents  of  any  kind,  to  show  the  necesahr  or  proprietj 
of  reducing  the  dutiea  oo  sugars,  in  accordance  with  die 
provinons  of  the  bill  submitted  to  them. 

Their  attention,  however,  has  been  called  to  a  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  the  I9th  of  kut  ironUiy  upon  the 
suUect  <^  the  CQltivatkm  of  the  sugar  cane,  and  the  ma* 
nuncture  and  refinement  of  sugar.  In  this  tiiey  find 
much  information,  obtained  from  sources  on  which  greit 
reliance  may  be  placed,  showii^  the  neccsuty  of  ocn- 
tinuing  the  present  duties  upon  sugars. 

The  duty  of  two  and  t  half  cents  per  pound  up<m  brown 
sugar,  when  we  obtained  Loui»ana,  was  evidently  impos. 
ed  for  revenue  alonei  during  the  late  war  it  was  doubled 
for  the  purpose  of  revenue.  Under  these  dutin^  how- 
ever, the  culture  of  the  sugar  cane  and  the  manu&cture 
of  sugar  grew  up  to  a  degree  of  importance,  diat  well 
merited  the  attention  of  the  National  Legislature;  and  in 
1816  the  duty  was  fixed  at  three  cents  per  pound.  As 
this  exceeds  the  duty  laid  before  L.ouinana  was  obtained, 
by  a  half  cent  per  pound,  it  may  be  considered  that  the 
duty  has  been  incroaed  to  that  amount  for  the  protection 
and  encouragement  of  one  of  the  most  inqxHtant  products 
of  agriculture  and  manu&ctnre  wluch  Uiis  coimtiy  can 
boast  of. 

Small  as  this  additional  duty  was,  its  effects  have  been 
very  decided  and  extensive.  It  has  diverted  a  large  pw- 
tioD  of  the  capital  and  labw,  heretofore  less  profitably 
employed  in  producing  rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco,  to  the 
production  of  sugar,  thereby  relieving,  to  »  certain  exr 
tent,  the  cultivattMv  of  those  articles  triKli  the  pressure 
created  by  ov^r  production. 

It  appears  titat  a  c:apital  of  about  forty-five  millions  of 
dollars  is  invested  in  estabUshmeats  for  raising  the  sugar 
cane,  and  for  manufiicturing  sugar  and  molasses,  in  Louts- 
iaiw  alone.  That  the  produce  of  these  establishments 
amounted,  in  the  year  1628,  to  ei^ty-seven  thousand 
nine  hundred  aiid  sixty-five  hogsheans  of  sugar,  which  is 
nearly  two-thirds  of  all  the  sugar  consumed  in  the  Ciuted 
States.  That  the  produce  of  the  crops  of  1830,  in  Louis- 
iana, is  estimated  at  one  hundred  thousand  hogsheads. 
And  it  is  further  estimated  that  we  have  land  enough, 
proper  for  tlie  cultivation  of  sugar,  to  yield  a  sufficient 
supply  of  this  article,  for  tiie  entire  consumption  of  the 
United  States  for  fifty  years  to  come. 

This  exhibits  tlw  mflet  satisfiictory  e^-idence  of  the  great 
resources  of  our  country,  and  of  the  untiring  industiy  and 
enterprise  of  our  citizens;  and  it  is  a  circumstann  no  less 
gratilying,  that,  while  our  establi^ments  lor  produdif 
sugar  have  been  rapidly  increanng,  the  price  of  the  ar- 
ticle has  been  constantly  dccreaang,  and  sugar,  which  fire 
years  ago  sold  in  our  niarkcts  for  ten  cents  per  pound,  ta 
now  selling  for  mx  cents  per  pound.  The  competition 
between  the  foreign  and  domestic  production  lias  reduced 
aiid  kept  down  the  price,  as  well  m  our  ovn  nwrkets  as 
in  the  markets  of  the  islands  from  which  we  make  import- 
ations; BO  that,  without  doubt,  the  consumer,  both  here 
ani]  there,  purchases  the  article  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  be 
could  do  if  no  more  sugar  was  produced  in  the  United 
States  now  than  was  produced  in  the  year  1816. 

The  price  of  sugar  will  continue  to  {all,  if,  as  many  be- 
lieve, the  profit  of  capital  invested  in  eMablidimenIs  fiv 
producing  sugar  Is  greater  than  the  capital  employed  in 
the  production  of  rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco;  for  the  cspi- 
tal  employed  in  the  latter  establishments  will  be  tran^erred 
to  the  former,  until  there  riiall  be  an  equality  of  pn^ts 
among  them.  Increased  production  n*iU  increase  com- 
petition in  our  markets,  which  must  end  in  a  reducticHi 
prices. 

The  producers  of  sugar  beUeve,  and  inth  good  reasosi, 
that  a  reduction  of  the  duties  upon  foreign  sugar  would  be 
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destructive  of  the  ini««tments  wluch  they  luve  been  in- 
vited to  nuke  by  the  bvs  of  CongrcM.  The  benefits 
which  have  resulted  from  tiie  protection  of  the  additional 
half  cent  dut^  upon  sugar  would  be  loi^  diould  tliat  pro- 
tection be  withdrawn;  and  sbotdd  the  du^  be  reduced  to 
one  cent  per  ponnd  on  brown  sugar,  agreeably  to  the  last 
aeetimi  at  the  bilJ,  it  would  carry  ruin  to  a  large  portion  of 
our  dtizens  who  have  invested  their  capital  in  sugar  pUn- 
tations,  and  it  would  be  attended  with  the  loss  of  property 
to  the  anuHint  of  many  milUons  of  dollars. 

As  the  production  of  ai^;ar  in  the  United  States  is  now 
in  a  tnm  of  successful  experiment,  the  committee  think  it 
would  be  contnrjr  to  every  prindple  of  sound  policy  to 
check  its  progress  by  removing  the  cause  of  its  prosperity. 
They  conudfcr  the  production  of  this  article,  even  tf  con- 
fined to  Lotuaianaalooe,  asone  of  national  importance,  and 
one  in  which  every  State  in  the  Union  has  adeep  interest. 

All  who  fiimish  the  capital  and  labor,  the  steam  engines, 
nulls,  kettles,  tools,  carts,  wagons,  plou^s,  horses,  mules, 
oxen,  pork,  beef,  fish,  corn,  flour,  snd  other  proviuons, 
and  all  articles  of  olotliing  necessary  for  those  engaged  in 
the  production  of  sugar — all  these  participate  in  the  ad- 
vant^es  of  this  important  branch  of  industry.  This  ren- 
tiers IxHiisiana  dependent  upon  the  Southern  and  Western 
States  for  a  part  of  her  capital,  labor,  and  supplies,  and 
tlie  Middle  and  Eastern  States  for  a  bu^e  portion  of  the  reai- 
<liie»  and  evei^  State,  in  a  greater  orless  degree,  depend- 
ent upon  Louisiana  for  an  article  io£n»ensaDly  necessary 
to  the  health  and  comfort  of  every  individual  in  the  Union. 

This  mutual  dependence,  which  cannot  fiul  to  attach, 
by  the  strongest  lies,  tlie  most  southerly  member  of  the 
confederation  to  those  of  the  Soutb,  the  North,  and  the 
West,  is  a  connderation  of  hi^  impoi^ce  in  a  pollticsl 
point  of  view,  when  we  are  admonished,  by  the  dffns  of 
the  times,  to  strengtlien,  and  not  to  weaken,  tbe  amicable 
relations  among  the  States. 

The  transpottation  of  domestic  sugar  is  dready  an  object 
of  great  importance  to  our  commerce  and  navigation-  To 
supply  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States  with  this  article  from 
New  Orleans,  requires  as  much  shipping  as  to  obtain  it 
frmi  the  West  Indies,  and  affords  to  the  sliipper  as  good  a 
pro&t  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  But  uie  profits  of 
the  tfade,  if  carried  on  with  the  West  Indies  must  be  di- 
vided between  tiie  merchants  of  tbe  two  countries,  while, 
if  it  is  carried  on  with  New  Orleans  the  whole  profit  must 
remain  with  our  own  citizens. 

The  bill  provides  that  tbe  permanent  duties  upon  sugars 
sliaU  be  such  as  miglit  have  been  levied  by  the  act  of  the^ 
4th  of  July,  1769,  tiiat  is,  three  cents  per  pound  upon  loaf 
•ugar,  and  one  cent  per  pound  upon  brown.sugur.  This, 
therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  tbe  committee,  is  a  bill  for 
raising  revenue  upon  sugar,  as  much  so  as  it  would  be  if 
no  diaies  had  heretofc»«  been  laid  upon  this  article.  A  bill 
■mponng  duties  upon  articles  of  importation,  whether  such 
duties  shall  be  greater  or  less  than  those  estabhshed  by 
pre-existing  laws,  is  equally  a  bill  for  raising  revenue,  and 
can  only  originate  in  the  House  of  Bepresentativea. 

The  committee,  therefore,  direct  that  tbe  bill  referred 
to  them  be  reported  without  amendment  and  thi^  their 
chiuman,  at  the  proper  time,  more  fi»  iXt  indefinite  post- 
ptmement 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE  INDIAN  TRIBES. 

J^kuagt  from  the  Pnndeni  of  the  United  Statet,  in  ampR- 
anee  mth  a  retohttian  of  tie  Senate  relative  to  the  exe- 
eatian  of  the  ad  la  r^date  trade  and  iniereoune  with 
the  Aman  Miea,  and  to  praerpe  peaee  on  the  Jrontiers, 
paaeed  the  30f&  Mink,  1802. 

FEaacABT  32,  1831. 

7h  the  Senate  of  the  United  Spates.- 

I  have  received  your  tetter  of  the  15th  inMaiit,  re- 
qusting  me  *<to  inform  the  Senate  whether  the  proTirions 
Vol.  MI.— K 


of  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  inter* 
course  with  the  In^an  tribei^  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the 
frontiers,'  passed  the  30di  March,  1802,  have  been  fuUy 
complied  with  on  tiie  part  of  the  United  States'  Govern- 
mentt  and,  if  they  have  not,  that  he  infbrm  the  Senate  of 
the  reasons  that  nave  induced  the  Government  to  decline 
the  enforcement  of  the  said  act:^*  and  I  now  reply  to  the 
same. 

According  to  my  views  of  the  act  referred  to,  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  onusnon  to  carry  into  effect  its  provisions  in 
relatioD  to  tnde  and  tntercoune  Kith  the  Indian  titttes,  so 
&r  ai  tlieir  execution  depended  on  the  tgen^  otmfidedto 
the  Executive. 

Tbe  numerous  provisions  of  that  act,  designed  to  secure 
to  the  Indians  the  peaceable  possenion  of  their  landi^  may 
be  reduced,  substantially,  to  the  following:  That  citizens 
of  the  United  States  are  restruned,  under  sufficient  penal- 
ties, from  entering  upon  the  lands  for  the  purpose  of  bunt- 
ing thereon,  or  of  settling  them,  or  of  giving  their  horaei 
and  cattle  the  benefit  of  a  range  upon  them,  or  of  travel- 
ling through  them,  without  a  wriUen  permissiont  and  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  authorized  to  employ 
the  military  force  of  the  country  to  secure  the  observance 
of  these  provinons.  The  authority  to  the  President,  bow- 
ever,  is  not  imperative.  The  language  ii^  "it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  President  to  take  such  measures,  and  to  em- 
pUtf  such  military  force  as  he  may  judge  necessary,  to  re- 
move fVom  lands  belonging  to,  or  secured  by  treaty  to,  any 
Indian  tribe,  any  citizen  who  shall  make  a  settlement 
thereon." 

By  the  I9th  section  of  this  act,  it  is  provided  that  no- 
thing in  it  "shall  be  construed  to  prevent  any  trade  or 
intercourse  with  the  Indians  living  on  lands  surniunded  by 
settiements  of  citizens  of  the  United  Stately  and  being 
within  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of  any  of  the  individual 
States."  This  provision  I  have  inten>reted  ai  bting  pro- 
Bpectire  in  its  operation,  and  as  appficahlet  not  only  to 
Indian  tribes  wmch,  at  the  date  of^  its  passage,  were  sub- 
ject to  the  jurisdiction  of  any  State, 'but  to  such,  alsc^  as 
should  thereafter  become  so.  To  this  construction  of  its 
meaning  I  have  endeavored  to  conform,  and  have  taken  no 
step  inconaiatent  with  it.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  the  sove- 
reign power  of  the  State  of  Georgia  was  exetcited^  by  an 
extenMon  of  her  laws  throughout  her  limits  and  I  had  tg- 
cetved  mformation  of  the  same,  orders  were  given  to  with- 
draw fivm  the  State  tbe  troops  which  had  ^n  detailed 
to  prevent  intrunon  upon  the  Indian  lands  witlun  itt  and 
these  orders  were  executed.  The  reaMmi  which  dictated 
them  shall  be  frankly  communicated. 

Tbe  principle  recwnised  in  the  sectim  last  quoted  was 
not  for  the  first  time  then  avowed.  It  isccmfonnabletolhe 
uniform  praetiM  of  the  Goreminent  befinr^  tbe  adt^tion 
of  the  constitutitm,  and  amonnts  to  a  diitinet  recognition, 
by  Congresa,  at  that  eariy  day,  of  the  doctrine  ttatthat  in- 
strument bad  not  varied  the  powers  of  the  F«denl  Govern- 
ment over  Indian  affairs,  from  what  thejr  wen  undn  tiie 
articles  of  confederation.  It  is  not  behered  that  there  is 
a  single  instance  in  the  legidation  of  the  country  in  which 
the  Indians  have  been  regarded  as  powcisinj^  political 
rights^  independent  of  tite  control  and  aotbonty  of  die 
States  within  the  Unuta  of  which  they  redded.  As  early 
astheyear  1783,  the jotirnalsofCongreaawiU  ihowtbatoo 
claim  of  sudi  a  character  was  countenanced  by  that  body. 
In  that  year,  the  application  of  a  tribe  of  Indians  residing 
in  South  Carohnt,  to  hare  certain  tracts  of  land  which  had 
been  reserved  for  their  use  in  that  State,  secured  to  them* 
free  from  intninoo,  and  without  tbe  ri^t  of  alienatii^ 
them,  even  with  their  own  consent,  was  IntMig^t  to  the 
conmeration  of  Congress  by  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War.  The  resolution  which  was  adopted  on  that  occsp 
sion  is  as  follows: 

"  ^eiohedj  That  it  be  reccMUinendcd  to  tbe  LegisUture. 
of  South  Can^na  to  t»ke  nich  measures  fw  the  Mttiibc. 
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tion  Kiid  security  of  the  said  tribes  «s  the  said  Legislature, 
in  their  wisdom,  may  think  fit." 

Here  is  no  assertion  of  the  right  of  Congress,  under  tlie 
articles  of  confederation,  to  interfere  with  the  jurisdiction 
of  tbe  States  over  Indians  within  their  limits;  but  rather  a 
negation  of  it.  They  refused  to  interfere  with  the  sub- 
ject, and  referred  it,  under  a  general  recommendation, 
back  to  the  State,  to  be  disposed  of  as  her  wisdom  might 
decide. 

If,  in  addition  to  this  act,  and  the  language  of  the  arti- 
cles of  confederation,  any  thinif  further  can  be  wanting  to 
show  the  early  views  of  the  Government  on  this  subject, 
it  will  be  found  in  the  proclamation  issued  bv  Congress  in 
17S3.  It  contains  this  language:  "  The  United  States,  in 
Congress  assembled,  have  thought  proper  to  issue  tlieir 
proclamation,  and  they  do  hereby  prohibit  and  forbid  all 
persons  from  making  settlements  on  lands  inhabited  or 
claimed  by  Indians,  without  the  limits  or  Jurisdiction  of 
any  particular  Stale.'*    And  again: 

**  Renolved,  That  the  prccetling  measures  of  Conjfrcss, 
relative  to  Indian  affairs,  sliall  not  be  construed  to  affect 
tbe  territorial  claims  of  any  of  the  States,  or  tbeir  legisla- 
tive rights  within  their  respective  limits." 

It  was  not  then  pretended  that  the  General  Government 
had  the  power,  in  their  rtlations  witli  the  Indians,  to  con- 
trol or  oppose  the  internal  policy  of  the  individual  SUtes 
of  this  Union;  and,  if  such  was  the  case,  under  the  articles 
of  confederation,  the  only  qucstioit  on  the  subject,  since, 
nnlst  arise  out  of  some  more  enlarged  power  or  authority 
^iven  to  the  General  Government  by  the  present  constitu- 
tion.   Does  any  such  exist? 

Amongst  the  enumerated  ^nta  of  tbe  Constitution,  that 
which  relates  to  this  subject  is  expressed  in  these  words: 
•*  Congress  ahall  have  power  to  regulate  commerce  with 
the  Indian  tribes."  In  the  interpretation  of  this  power, 
we  ought  certainly  to  be  guided  by  wliat  had  been  the 
practice  of  the  Government,  and  the  meaning  which  had 
been  generally  Mtached  to  the  resolves  of  the  old  Con- 
gres^  if  the  words  used  to  convey  It  do  net  eleariy  import 
a  different  on^,  as  far  as  it  affects  the  question  of  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  individual  States.  The  States  ought  not  to  be 
divested  of  any  part  of  their  antecedent  jurist ction,  by  im- 
plication or  doubtful  construction.  Tested  by  this  nde,  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  unquestionable,  that  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  States  is  left  untouched  by  this  clause  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  that  it  was  designed  to  givt  to  tbe  General  Go- 
vernment complote  control  over  the  trade  and  intercourte 
erf  those  Indians  only  wfao  were  not  within  the  limits  any 
State. 

From  a  view  of  these  acts  referred  to,  and  the  uniform 
practice  of  the  Government,  it  is  manifest  that,  until  re- 
cently] it  has  never  been  maintained  that  the  riglit  of 
Jurisdiotion  by  a  State  over  Indiana  within  its  territory 
was  subotdimte  to  the  power  of  the  Federal  Government. 
That  doctrine  has  not  been  enforced,  nor  even  asserted, 
in  any  of  ttte  States  of  Xew  England  where  tribes  of  In- 
dians hare  rended,  and  where  a  few  of  them  yet  remain. 
These  tribes  have  been  left  to  tbe  undisturbed  control  of 
the  States  in  which  they  were  found,  in  conformity  with 
the  ^ew  which  has  been  taken  of  the  opinions  prevailing 
up  to  1789,  and  tlie  clear  interpretation  of  the  act  of  1802. 
In  the  State  of  New  York,  where  several  tribes  have  re- 
nded.  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  avoid 
entering  into  quasi  treaty  engagements  with  tliem,  barely 
appointing  comnHsnoners  oecationally  on  the  part  of  tlte 
United  Sutes  to  fiusiVtate  tbe  objects  of  tbe  State  in  its  ne- 
goUationa  with  them. 

The  Southern  States  present  an  exception  to  this  policy. 
As  early  as  1784,  the  settlements  within  the  limits  of  North 
Carolina  were  advanced  further  to  the  west  than  the  autho- 
rity of  the  State  to  enforce  an  (^edience  of  its  laws;  others 
were  in  a  rimilar  condition.  The  neeeasiUesi  therefbre,  and 
not  tbe  itcknowlcdged  prinaples  of  the  Govemmen^  must 


have  suggested  the  policy  of  treating  with  the  Indians  in 
that  quarter,  as  the  only  practicable  mode  of  conciliat'ng 
their  good  will.  The  Unib^d  States,  at  that  period,  had 
just  emerged  from  a  protracted  war  for  tlie  achievement 
of  their  independence.  At  the  moment  of  ita  conclu»<% 
many  of  these  tribes,  u  powerful  as  they  were  feroaoin 
in  their  mode  of  warfare,  remained  in  arms,  desolBting  our 
frontier  settlements.  Under  these  circumstances,  tbe 
first  treaties,  in  1785  and  1790,  with  the  Cherokees,  were 
concluded  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
were  evidently  sanctioned  as  measures  of  necessity,  adapt- 
ed to  the  character  of  the  Indians,  and  indispensable  lo  the 
peace  and  security  of  the  Western  fnmtjcr.  Butth^-can. 
not  be  understood  as  changing  the  political  relations  of  tlie 
Indians  to  the  Stales,  or  to  the  Federal  Government.  To 
effect  this  would  have  n-quired  tlie  operation  of  quite  a 
different  principle,  and  the  intervcntiooof  a  triburjdliigh- 
er  than  that  of  the  ti-eatj-  making  power. 

To  infer  from  the  assent  of  the  Government  to  tiiia  de- 
viation from  the  practice  which  had  bcfctfe  govcrn«\  \x& 
intercourse  with  the  Indians,  and  the  accidental  forbear- 
ance of  the  States  to  assert  their  right  of  jurisdiction  ova 
them,  that  they  had  surrendered  this  portion  of  thnr  w- 
vereignty,  antl  that  its  assumption  now  is  usurpation,  i* 
conceding  too  much  to  the  necessity  which  dictated  tliE« 
treaties,  and  doing  violence  to  the  principles  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  the  rights  of  the  States,  without  benefiting, 
in  the  least  degree,  the  Indians.  The  Indiana,  thus  situ- 
ated, cannot  be  regarded  in  any  other  light  than  as  mem- 
bers of  a  foreign  Government,  or  of  that  of  the  State  with- 
in whose  chartered  limits  they  reside.  If  in  tbe  former, 
the  ordinary  legislation  of  Congress,  in  relation  to  them, 
is  not  warranted  by  the  constitution,  which  was  establtihcd 
for  Uie  benefit  of  our  own,  not  of,a  foreign  people:  if  in 
the  latter,  tlien,  like  other  citixens,  or  people  reideM 
within  the  limits  of  the  States,  they  are  subject  to  tbeJ 
jurisdiction  and  control.  To  muntun  a  contratr  doctrine, 
and  to  require  the  Executive  to  enforce  it  by  we  cmphnr- 
ment  of  a  military  force,  would  be  to  place  in  his  hand>a 
power  to  make  war  upon  the  ri^ts  of  the  Statn,  and  the 
liberties  of  the  country — a  power  wliich  should  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  no  individual. 

If,  indeed,  the  Indiana  are  to  be  regarded  as  people  po- 
sessing  rights  which  they  can  exercise  independently  of 
the  Sutes,  much  error  bis  arisen  in  the  intercoune  of  tbe 
Government  with  them.  Why  is  it  that  they  have  hen 
called  upon  to  assist  In  our  wan,  without  the  privikr: 
of  exerciung  their  own  cGscrction^  If  an  independent  prtv 
pie,  they  shoUld,  as  such,  be  consultetl  and  advised  uiti-.; 
□ut  they  bave  not  been.  In  an  order  which  «-sa  issued  to 
me,  from  the  War  Department,  in  September,  ISI'^  this 
hinguBge  is  employed:  "All  tlie  friendly  Indians  siwold 
be  denized  and  prepared  to  co.operate  with  ^ow-  other 
forces.  There  appears  to  be  some  ^ssatiafiuAfln  araiong 
the  Cboctawst  their  fnendshm  and  services  shcuU  he 
secured  without  delay,  llie  friendly  Indians  must  be  fed 
and  paid,  and  made  to  fight  when  and  where  their  services 
maybe  required."  To  an  independent  and  foreign  pecplr, 
this  would  seem  to  be  assuming,  I  should  suppose,  rather 
too  lofly  a 'tone;  one  which  tfie  Government  wouM  nd 
have  assumed  if  they  bad  considered  them  in  that  Tg^- 
Again:  by  the- constitution,  the  power  of  declaring  vir 
bclonga  exclusively  to  Congms.  We  have  been  of^n  tc- 
gaged  in  war  with  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  limits;  bu'- 
when  have  these  hostilities  been  preceded  or  accomp^tiiM^ 
by  an  act  of  CoiigreM  declaring  war  against  the  tribe  which 
was  the  object  of  them?  And  was  the  prosecution  of  suck 
hostilities  an  usurpation,  in  each  case,  by  the  Exccut>e 
which  conducted  them,  of  the  constitutional  power  of 
Congress^  It  must  have  been  so,  I  apprehcr>d,  if  thc«t 
tribes  are  to  be  considered  as  foreign  snd  tDd4-peodei.T 
nations. 

The  steps  taken  to  ptcreiit  intruKOO  upon  Indian  Ian« 
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had  their  origin  with  the  eotnmeneemeat  of  our  Oorem- 
inent,  and  became  the  subject  of  special  tegisUtion  in 
1802,  with  the  reservations  which  have  been  mentioned  in 
favor  of  the  jurisdiction  of  tlie  States.  With  the  excep. 
tion  of  South  Carolina,  who  has  uniformly  re^ilaled  the 
IncUans  within  her  limits,  without  the  aid  of  the  General 
(iovemment,  they  have  been  felt  within  all  the  States  of 
the  South,  without  being  understood  to  affect  their  r^hts, 
or  preventtheexerciseof  their  jurisdiction,  wheneverthey 
were  in  a  situation  to  assume  and  enforce  it.  Georeia, 
tlioug^h  materially  concerned,  has,  on  this  principle,  for- 
borne to  spread  her  le^slation  further  than  the  settlements 
of  licr  own  white  citizens,  until  she  has  recently  perceived, 
within  her  limits,  a  people  claiming  to  be  capable  of  self- 
^remmen^  sitting  in  le^psIstiTe  councj],  organizing- 
courts^  and  administering  justice.  To  disarm  such  an 
anomalous  inva«on  of  her  sovereiffntyi  'h*  has  declared 
her  determination  to  execute  her  own  laws  throughout 
her  limits;  a  step  which  seems  to  have  been  anticipaled 
by  the  proclamation  of  178,1,  and  which  is  perfectly  con- 
sistent with  the  19th  section  of  tlie  act  of  1802.  Accord- 
ing;' to  the  language  and  reasoning  of  that  section,  the 
tribes  to  the  South  and  the  Southwest  .ire  not  only  "sur- 
rounded by  settlements  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,"  birt  are  now  also  "witliin  the  ordinary  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  indiriduat  States.'*  They  became  so  from  the  mo- 
ment the  laws  of  the  State  were  extended  over  them;  and  the 
same  result  follows  the  similar  determination  of  Alabama 
and  Mississippi.  These  States  have  each  a  right  to  claim, 
in  bcliaif  of  their  position,  now,  on  this  question,  the  same 
respect  which  is  conceded  to  the  other  SUtes  of  the  Union. 

Towards  this  race  of  people,  1  entertain  the  kindest 
fi.-clingsj  and  am  not  sensible  that  the  ^-lews,  which  I  have 
tiikcn  of  tlieir  true  interests,  are  less  favorable  to  them, 
tiun  those  which  oppose  their  emigration  to  the  west. 
Years  since,  I  stated  to  them  my  belief,  that  if  the  States 
cliose  to  extend  their  laws  over  them,  it  would  not  be  in 
the  power  of  the  Federal  Government  to  prevent  it.  My 
opinion  remains  the  same;  and  1  can  see  no  alternative  for 
them,  but  that  of  their  removal  to  th«  west,  or  a  quiet 
submission  to  the  State  laws.  If  they  prefer  to  remove,  the 
United  States  agree  to  defray  tlieir  expenses,  to  supply 
them  the  means  of  tnm3portatiun,'and  a  year's  support 
after  they  reach  their  new  homes — a  prorinon  too  liberal 
and  kind  to  deserve  the  stamp  of  injustice.  Either  course 
promises  them  peace  and  happiness,  whilst  an  obstinate 
pi-rricvemnce  in  the  effort  to  maintain  their  possessions, 
independent  of  StaU  authority,  cannot  fail  to  render  their 
comiition  still  more  helpless  and  miserable.  Such  an  effort 
ouglit,  therefore,  to  be  discountenanced  by  all  wlio  sin- 
cerely sj-mpathize  in  the  fortunes  of  this  peculiar  peo- 
ple, and  espec'.ally  by  the  political  bodies  of  the  Union,  as 
calculated  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  the  two  Government^ 
and  to  endanger  the  safety  of  the  many  bleBStnp  which 
tiicy  enable  ua  to  enjoy. 

As  connected  with  the  8iU>ject  of  thU  inquicy,  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  to  the  aeeonipanying  letter  from  the  Secre* 
(.try  of  War,  eneloiJng  the  order  which  proceeded  from 
that  Department,  and  a  ktter  from  the  Governor  of 
iieorgia. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

DsFABTUKXT  or  Wab,  FcbrtuiTt/  21,  1831. 

In  reply  to  your  direction,  to  be  informed  of  the 
eoiirse  which  ban  been  pursued  at  tills  Department  to  en- 
force the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March,  1803,  regulating 
tr.ulc  and  tntercmtrse  with  the  Indians,  I  have  the  honor 
to  slate: 

l>uring  the  last  year,  frequent  complaints  were  made, 
that  p'Tsons  from  (ieorp^a  and  other  States,  had  entered 
tipnn  thf*  l»nd<i  of  the  Chei-okee  Tndians,  and  were  diggin? 
for  gold.    The  pvospcct  of  gain  from  the  pursuit  had 


drawn  many  to  the  country.  Wots  had  taken  place,  and 
serious  disturbances  were  threatened  and  feared.  To  pre- 
vent them,  a  detachment  of  troops  were  ordered  into  the 
Indian  country,  tmder  and  in  pursuance  of  tiie  act  of  1803, 
as  will  appear  by  orders  to  the  commanding  officer  station- 
ed at  Fort  Mitchell,  hereto  appended,  marked  1,  8,  3. 

On  the  8lh  of  November  last,  another  order  issued,  di- 
recting ^  troops  to  retire  from  tiie  countij  of  tiic  Che- 
rokee Indiana,  «nd  to  resome  Aeir  pontion  again  at  their 
former  encampment. — [See  order  marked  4.] 

Within  a  day  or  two  after  this  order  was  issued,  infor- 
mation was  ofRcially  communicated  by  the  Governor  of 
Georgia,  that  the  Legislature,  being  in  session,  had  enter- 
ed upon  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  md  that  the 
laws  of  Qecr^  woaM  be  extended  over  the  In^n  eoun- 
try.    Hia  letter  is  annexed,  marked  A- 

The  o|rinion  entertained  by  you  being,  that  the  United 
States  cannot  rightfully  interfere  within  a  State  where  the 
laws  arc  extended,  any  application  to  place  troops  within 
Georgia,  on  account  of  tne  act  of  loO^  muit,  foe  the 
future,  be  disr^rded. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  H.  EATON. 

Tlie  Pbuiscstt  of  the  United  States. 

No.  1. 

BSAD  dUABTHS  OT  TH>  AfXT,  WASHIVSTOlt, 

Mardt  30,  1830. 

Sib:  I  transidt  to  you,  herewith  annexed,  a  copy  of 
instructions,  dated  16th  March,  1830,  which  I  have  re- 
ceived  from  the  War  Department,  concemingtfae  intruders 
upon  the  lands  of  the  Cherokees. 

You  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  intentions  of 
the  Government,  as  expressed  in  said  inatmctionst  and, 
taking  them  for  your  guidance,  you  will  perfonn  every 
tiling  directed  tliercin.  It  is  deemed  unneceasaty  to  he 
more  particular  in  regard  to  that  part  of  the  instructiona 
which  relates  to  the  Indians  and  intruders;  but,  as  it  re- 
spects tlie  troops,  it  is  denred  that  *wo  companies  of  the 
4th  regiment  of  infantry  should  be  stationed  in  the  Chero- 
kee nation,  in  conformity  with  the  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  above  alluded  to,  und  hereunto  annexed,  leaving, 
at  Fort  Mitchell,  the  company  of  artillery,  and  one  com- 
pany of  the  4th  regiment  of  infiintry.  This  is,  however, 
on  the  presumption  that  two  companiea  of  the  4th  regi> 
ment  of  infiuit^  will  have  arrived  in  time  to  admit  of  the 
arrangement  You  will  be  pleased  to  acknowled^  the 
receipt  of  this  letter;  and,  as  often  as  any  tiling  of  impor- 
tance occurs,  you  will  communicnte  the  same  to  me,  in 
order  that  I  may  lay  the  same  before  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
ALEXANDER  MACOMB, 
Major  Oenenit  eontmanimg  tie  ,Srmjf. 
Bvt  Brig.  Gen.  Bbookk, 

Or  OJSeer  amunanding  the  Iremt  of  the 

UhUed  Stateo  at  FM  MUehSlt  Mabama. 

Dbpabtnest  op  Wab,  il^.  16,  1830. 
Sin:  The  President  of  the  United  States  directs  that  you 
instnict  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Mitchell  to  remove 
the  intruders  from  the  lands  of  the  Cherokees.  The 
agent.  Colonel  Montgomery,  will  furnish  liim  with  a  list 
of  those  who  are  not  to  be  mterfered  with.  Persona  who 
are  entitled  to  live  in  the  nation,  by  virtue  of  any  Indian 
law  or  regulation,  who  are  married  there,  will  not  be  in- 
terrupted. Those  who  have  permits  from  the  agents,  and 
those  who  are  seated  on  lands,  from  which,  in  pursuance 
of  treaties,  the  Indians  have  removed,  and  wliich  hove  been 
valued  by  commissioners  for  payment  by  the  Government, 
he  win  not  interfere  with.  All  others  will  be  notified  to 
remove  beyond  the  tines  of  the  Cherokee  Indians;  and, 
after  reasonable  notice,  the  commsnding^fltc«r  wiU  pro- 
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oeed  to  rue  their  houie»ud  deitroy  their  fenceB»  that  the 
Ikws  iA  the  country  rmty  be  ^thfully  adminittered,  intni- 
nim  prevented,  and  quiet  preserved. 

Ilavinif  executed  Uiis  order,  he  will  Msume  •  powtion 
at  some  heattbful  point,  and  occupy  it  with  two  compa- 
nies, to  prerent  intruaiona.  The  most  eligible  may  be 
somewhere  near  the  dividing  rid(fe  which  General  Coffee 
has  fixed  aa  the  boundary  to  the  aouth  between  the  Creeks 
and  Cherakcea.  The  agent  is  furrashed  witli  a  map  show- 
ing the  boundaiy.  In  aetectii^  a  poaition,  regard  must 
be  bad  to  health  and  good  wat^^  and  to  the  object  on  ac- 
count of  wUch  the  troofM  are  aeni—tiie  jwerentiair  intvu- 
mon. 

lie  will  issue  notice  to  the  Iitdiani  Gving  south  of  tins 
eatabliahed  line  General  Coffee*  to  remove  north  of  it; 
but  will  oae  no  violence  towards  tliem  until  be  shall  report 
Us  proceedingB  to  the  Department,  and  c^tain  further  in- 
structiw).  Very  reapectfuHyi 

J.  H.  EATON. 

M^Jor  Oen.  A.  Hacoxn. 

No.  2. 

DBrimTMZifT  or  Wab,  AtiiireA  IT,  1S30. 

Sib:  An  order  was  yesterday  directed  to^ou  concern- 
ini^  intniKons  on  the  Cherokee  lands.  It  is  hoped  that 
your  ^pearance  with  the  troops  may  impress  upon  the  in- 
truders the  necesuty  of  retiring,  and  thereby  save  you 
from  a  resort  to  forcible  measures.  The  President  would 
have  you  practise  forbearance,  and,  by  that  means,  effect 
peaceably,  if  it  can  be  done,  a  removsi  of  the  settlerS)  and 
only  to  pursue  the  order  of  razing  their  bouses,  and  de- 
atrqyinff  th«r  fences,  when  every  thing  of  peaceable  effort 
hasflubd.  If  a  coune  of  violence  ahall  be  rendered  una- 
voidable, through  obstinacy  of  the  settlers,  the  better 
course  for  you  will  be,  to  proceed  to  operate  first  upon 
■ome  small  and  detached  settlement,  and,  having  acted,  to 
wait  a  litUe  while  for  tiie  information  to  spread,  and  the 
example  to  become  effective.  To  proceed  directly  and 
generally  agunst  any  numerous  and  strong  settlement, 
might  wake  up  an  excitement,  wluch  would,  perhaps,  ope- 
rate prejudieiatty. 

It  IS  denrabl^  therefore,  that,  in  executing  the  order 
tUrected  to  you,  an  exercise  of  prudence,  caution,  and 
sound  judgment  be  constantly  regarded.  Every  confidence 
is  reposed  in  your  tUacretion,  that,  in  performing  this  un- 
pleasant duty,  it  will  be  done  in  a  way  to  avtud,  as  much 
as  posnble,  any  strong  excitement. 

Very  reqiectfullr, 

JOHN  H.  EATON. 

Uajor  P.  WaexB,  Pwt  Mitchell,  Alabama. 

No.  3. 

DxrAa-mm  or  Was,  March  \7,  1830. 

Sib:  You  will  proceed,  without  delay,  to  make  out  a 
list  of  those  persons  within  the  Cherokee  nation  who  have 
settled  upon  lands  which  the  Indians,  under  treaties  made 
with  the  (Tiuted  States  have  abandoned,  and  which  have 
*  been  valued  by  comtidssitnera  appointed  by  tiie  Govern- 
ment These  It  ia  not  now  contemplated  to  interrupt,  and 
the  commanding  officer  from  Fort  Uitchell  must  ha  ap- 
prized of  their  names. 

Tou  will  make  a  list,  too,  of  those  who  rightfully  may 
remain  in  the  nation,  whetiier  under  any  legal  sanction 
from  yourself,  or  by  Oie  regulations  and  rules  of  the  Indi. 
ans.  White  men  having  Indian  Amilies  will  not  be  re- 
moved, unteas  their  deportment  and  character  be  such,  in 
your  opinion,  as  to  render  it  necessary. 

The  commanding  officer  from  Fort  Mitchell  is  ordered 
with  a  detachment  of  troops  into  tlie  Cherokee  nation, 
where  he  is  directed  to  remain.  Soon  aa  you  shall  be  ad- 
vised of  his  approach  to  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Che- 
rokee nation,  you  will  forward  by  the  express  to  him  the 
mfbrmatioil  directed  to  be  ^ven  in  this  letter;  also  the 


map  wUch  was  two  days  ago  sent,  to  you,  togetiier  with 
the  endoaed  order.       Very  remectfitlly, 

JOHN  H.  EATON- 

To  Col.  HirOK  MOKTMXSBT, 

Cberokee  Agent,  fcc. 

No.  4. 

HiAS  QrjiiiTKBS  or  tbx  Asxt, 
WiuhingUm,  Nov.  8,  1850. 
Sib:  The  purposes  for  which  the  troops  were  ordered 
into  the  Cherokee  nation  liaving,  in  a  great  meaayre,  been 
answered,  the  Secretary  of  War  deems  it  advisable,  upon 
the  approach  of  winter,  that  you  retire  to  aomc  postion 
where  the  troops  can  be  comiortably  accommodated,  and 
where  they  will  be  in  striking  distance  to  meet  any  contin- 
gency that  may  arise  out  of  our  Indian  relation^  and  wbicb 
eamot  at  this  time  be  perctived.  It  is  hoped,  however, 
that  no  cirsunutance  will  occur  which  will  render  it  neces- 
sary again  to  employ  th*  troops  amon^  the  Cberokees, 
particularly  as  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  now  in  aeanon, 
will  doubtless  take  the  prtmtr  and  nceessaiy  steps  to  pre- 
serve tranquillity  along  the  Indian  border*.  Vou  wUl, 
therefore,  with  the  detachment  of  the  4tb  regiment  of  in- 
ftntry,  retire  upon  Port  llitchelli  the  artiUciy,  with  the 
exception  of  Captain  Boden's  coiiq>any,  now  at  Fort  iCt- 
chell,  win  return  to  their  respective  stations,  viz-,  the  men 
belonging  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fannii^p'a  company  to 
Augusta  arsenal.  Captain  Legate's  company  to  Chnriestni, 
ana  Captain  Taylor's  to  Savannah. 
I  Iiavethe  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  aervant, 

ALEX.  MACOMB, 
Maj.  Gen.  commanding  ttie  Army. 
Brevet  Mi^jw  P.  Waou, 
4th  regiment  of  infiuitry,  commandng  the  troopa  in  the 
CheroKee  nation. 

A. 

ExKcrTiVE  I>aPA,»rMxxT, 
MUedgesUky  Oct.  39,  1830. 
Sib;  By  an  act  of  the  Legialature  of  Oeorria,  passed  at 
its  last  sesaton,  all  the  Cherdtee  territny,  and  the  persons 
occupying  it,  were  subjected  to  the  ordinary  JurtsiUction 
of  the  State  after  the  1st  of  June  then  next  ens^hg.  Thb 
act  has  gone  into  operation.  The  acknowledgment  by  the 
Pre»dent  of  tiie  right  of  the  State  to  pass  such  an  act  ren- 
ders it  unnecessary  to  aav  any  thing  in  its  justificatioB. 
The  object  of  this 'letter  is  to  request  the  President  that 
the  Umted  States'  troops  may  be  withdrawn  from  the  In- 
dian territory  witlun  6eor{piu  The  enforcement  of  the 
tton^Rtercourse  law,  within  the  limits  of  the  States  is  eooB> 
dered  inconuatent  with  the  right  of  jurtetBetkm  which  is 
now  exercised  by  its  authorities  and  most,  if  coBtinoed, 
lead  to  difficuldes  between  the  officers  of  the  Uivted  States 
and  State  Qovemments,  winch  it  is  very  desrable  lAwMld 
be  avmded.  No  doubt  is  entertained  that  the  object  of  the 
Prendent,  in  ordering  the  United  States*  troops  into  die 
Cherokee  territory,  was  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of 
the  Union.  The  motive  is  duly  appredated.  The  Legis- 
lature of  this  State  is  now  in  aesaion.  Tbt  ape^al  object 
of  its  meeting  is  the  enforcement  of  the  Inwa  of  the  State 
within  the  Cherokee  country,  and  the  punishment  of  in- 
trusion  into  it  b^  persons  searching  for  gold.  Its  poven 
are  amply  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  As  it  is  expected 
that  tlie  law  for  the  punishment  of  trespassers  upon  the 
public  lands  will  go  into  operation  within  a  few  diay^  the 
Prettdent  is  therw»re  requested  to  withdraw  tlM  troc^ak 
soon  as  it  can  be  convenientljr  done.  • 

Information  has  been  received  at  this  Department  thsl 
the  digging  for  gold  is  still  carried  on  in  various  paits  of 
the  Cherokee  territory,  and  that  the  extent  of  countr>'  co»- 
tuning  mines  ia  so  great,  that  it  is  wholly  impooaible  is 
prevent  it  by  the  use  of  military  force  alone.  It  ia  aaud  that 
the  Indians  are  even  more  cxtenrively  employed  in  taking 
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gtd  thtn  beftre  the  trtivaJ'  of  the  troops.  Tlus  proceed! 
)inth«r  residence  within  the  countrvt  intimate  ac<iuajiit- 
snce  vith  it,  and  oAer  means  of  avoioinp  the  opetabon  of 
the  troops.   Hie  fear  of  Hie  whites  had  Mstnined  ftem 

pTcviouriy. 

The  writer  of  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  communication 
without  lignature  is  known,  and  is  entitled  to  credit. 

The  Prendent  is  assured  tbat«  whatever  meaaurea  may 
be  adopted  by  the  State  of  OeoTfff a  in  rebition  to  the  Che. 
rokees,  the  strongest  deure  will  he  felt  to  make  them  kc- 
cord  with  the  policy  which  has  been  adopted  by  the  pre- 
sent adnunistration  of  the  General  Gorcmment  upon  the 
Biine  subject.         Very  respectfully  yours,  fee. 

GEORGE  R.  GILMER. 

To  the  Pbbsidiitt  of  the  V.  S. 

Wam  DiPAKTMxrr,  S^.  5,  1814. 

Sir:  Tourletterof  AiigustlOthhasbeenreceived.  The 
avowed  objects  of  the  enemy,  and  the  recent  outrages  of 
all  principles  of  civilized  warfare,  warrant  a  belief  and  ex- 
pectation  that  they  will  make  their  devastations  as  exten- 
nve  as  their  means  will  enable  them. 

Your  most  prompt  attention  and  vigorous  operations  will 
be  required  in  the  lower  country^  All  the  friendly  Indi- 
ans should  be  organized,  and  prepared  to  co-operate  with 
your  other  forces.  There  appears  to  be  some  diagatisfac- 
tion  among  the  Choctaws;  their  friendship  and  services 
should  be  aecured  without  delay.  The  inendly  Indiana 
mnstbe  tei  and  paid,  ahd  made  to  fight  when  and  where 
their  services  may  be  required. 

It  is  desirable  that  you  should  repair  to  New  Orleans  as 
soon  as  your  arrangemenU  can  be  accomplished  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  district,  unless  drcumstances  shoQld 
render  another  pcuntmibre  eligible.       I  have,  tuc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

To  Geo.  Avmsw  Jacksoit. 

REPORT  UPON  THE  JUDICIARY. 
Mr.  Davis,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Ju^ctary,  to  which  was  referred  a  resolution  in- 
structing' that  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  or  modifying  the  twenty-fifth  section  of  an 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of 
the  United  Sutc^"  passed  on  the  4th  of  September, 
1789,  report: 

That  the  committee,  profoundly  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance of  the  matter  referred  lo  their  cooaidenition, 
nave  bestowed  upon  it  that  deUberation  it*so  eminently 
required)  and  the  investigation  has  resulted  in  a  solemn 
conviction  that  the  twenty-fifth  section  of  an  act  of  Con- 
fi^sa,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  tlie  judicial  courts  of 
the  United  SUtes,"  passed  on  the  14tli  September,  1789, 
is  unconstitutional,  and  ought  to  be  repealed. 

The  reasons  that  have  induced  this  opinion  the  commit- 
tee will  now  present  for  the  consideration  of  the  House. 

The  declanition  of  independence,  the  treaty  of  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  and  the  articles  of  confederation,  all 
Announce  to  tiie  world  that  the  States  of  the  confederacy 
were  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  States,  and  that 
they  had  a  right  lo  make  treaties,  form  alliances,  and  to 
do  any  other  acts  that  any  independent  sovereignty  could 
do.    in  the  character  of  sovereign  States,  the  old  confed- 
eration and  the  present  Federtu  Government  were  alike 
fi>nned  and  eslabriahed.    The  defects  of  the  old  confed* 
eration,  which  rendered  necessary  the  existing  Federal 
Government,  were  its  inability  to  coerce  a  State  to  con- 
tribute its  quota  of  supplies  to  the  general  treasury,  and 
st«  want  of  adequate  power  to  manage,  conduct,  and  con- 
trol our  commercial  and  foreign  relations. 

It  was  perceived  in  the  convention  ttiat  framed  the  con- 
stitution, that  a  federal  judiciary  was  indispensably  neces- 
s»ry,   fkB  k  co-ordinate  department  of  the  contemplated 
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Oovemmentt  and  the  convention,  accordingly,  by  the 
following  clauses  of  that  instrument,  created  such  a  dc 
partment,  and  invested  it  with  powers  therem  specified. 
Abticls  III. 

Sac.  1.  The  judicial  power  of  the  United  Stales  shall 
be  vested  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  such  other  inferior 
courts  as  Congress  may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and 
establish.  The  judges  both  of  the  supreme  and  inferior 
courts  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior,  and 
shall,  at  stated  timea^  receive  for  their  services  a  compen> 
sationj  Which  ^all  not  be  diminished  during  their  continu- 
ance in  office. 

"  Sac.  3.  The  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases 
arising  under  this  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  treaties  made,  or  Which  shall  be  made,  under 
their  authority;  to  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  otiier 
public  ministers,  and  consuls;  to  all  cases  of  admiralty  and 
maritime  jurisdiction;  to  controversies  to  which  the  Unit- 
ed States  shall  be  a  party;  to  controvermes  between  two 
or  more  States;  between  a  State  and  the  citizens  of  ano- 
ther State;  between  citizens  of  different  States;  between 
citizens  of  the  same  State,  claiming  lands  under  grants  of 
different  States,  and  between  a  State,  or  the  citizens  there- 
of, and  foreign  States,  citizens,  or  subjects. 

"  111  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other  public  minis- 
ters, and  consul^  andthosein  which  a  State  shall  be  apatty, 
the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  original  jurisdiction.  In 
all  other  cases  before  mentioned,  the  Supreme  Court  shall 
have  appellate  jurisdiction,  botii  as  to  law  and  fact,  with 
such  exceptions,  and  under  such  regulation^  as  the  Con- 
gress shall  make. " 

AMXirsHKXT — Ahtigli  XI. 

"  The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be 
constnied  to  extend  to  any  suit,  in  law  or  equitv,  com- 
menced or  prosecuted  against  one  of  tlie  United  States 
by  citizens  of  another  State,  or  by.  cltizeos  or  subjects  of 
any  foreign  SUte." 

The  twen^-fifth  section  of  the  act  to  catablidi  (he  ju- 
£cial  courts  of  the  United  State*,  la  in  these  words: 
"  SicTiov  XXV. 

"  A  final  judgment  or  decree  of  an^  suit,  in  the  high- 
est court  of  law  or  equity  of  a  State,  in  which  a  decision 
in  a  suit  could  be  had,  where  is  drawn  in  question  the  ve* 
lidity  of  a  treaty,  or  statute  of,  or  an  authority  exercised 
under,  the  United  States,  and  the  decision  is  against  their 
validity;  or,  where  is  drawn  in  question  the  validity  of  a 
atatute  of,  or  an  auUionty  exercised  under,  the  United 
States  and  the  dcdnon  ia  uainst  their  vafidityi  or,  where 
is  ib«wn  in  question  the  vali^ty  of  a  statute  of,  or  an  au- 
thority exercised  under,  any  State,  on  the  ^und  of  their 
being  repugnant  to  the  constitution,  treaties  or  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  decision  is  in  favor  of  such 
their  vahdity;  or  wliere  is  drawn  in  question  the  con- 
struction of  any  clause  of  the  constitution,  or  Oi  a  treaty 
or  statute  of,  or  commiasion  held  under,  the  United  States, 
and  the  decision  is  against  the  title,  right,  prinlege,  or 
exemption,  especially  set  up  or  claimed  by  either  puty, 
under  such  clause  of  the  sud  constitution,  treaty,  statute, 
or  commisrion,  may  be  re-examined  and  reversed  or 
affirmed  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  upon 
a  writ  of  error,  tlie  citation  being  signed  by  the  chief  jus- 
tice or  judge  or  chancellor  of  the  court  rendering  or  pass- 
ing the  judgmentordecree  complained  of,  or  by  a  justice 
or  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same 
manner  and  under  the  same  regulations,  and  the  writ  shall 
have  the  same  effect,  as  if  tlie  judgment  or  decree  com- 
plained of  had  been  rendered  or  passed  in  a  circuit  court; 
and  the  proceedings  upon  the  revisal  shall,  also,  be  the 
same,  except  that  the  Supreme  Court,  instead  of  remand- 
ing the  cause  for  a  final  deciuon,  as  before  provided,  may, 
at  their  discretitm,  if  the  cause  shall  have  been  once  re> 
mandcd  before,  proceed  to  the  final  decision  of  the  anme. 
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and  sward  execution.  But  no  error  shall  be  assi^ed  m 
a  f^und  of  reversal  in  any  such  case  us  aforesaid,  than 
sach  as  appears  on  the  face  of  the  record,  and  immedi- 
ately rcBpects  tlie  before  mentionetl  questions  of  validity 
or  conBtniction  of  the  said  constitution,  treatiea,  statutes, 
commission)),  or  authorities  in  dispute." 

In  the  above  mentioned  sections.  Congress  ^ves  the 
power  of  a  direct  appeal  from  a  State  court,  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States^  but  in  the  opinions  of 
the  committee,  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  gives 
the  light  of  appeal  only  from  such  inferior  courts,  as  Con- 
gress shall,  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  establish.  If 
this  opinion  be  wrong,  then  ha»  th?  Supreme  Court  a  su- 
pervisory and  controlling  power  over  twenty-four  sove- 
reign Slates.  Before  entering  into  a  particular  comparison 
of  the  above  section  of  the  judicial  act  of  1789,  with  tlie 
first  and  second  section  of  the  third  article  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  the  committee  beg  leave  to 
make  a  few  preliminary  remarks  (which  it  is  liopcd  will 
not  be  deemed  impertinent  to  the  matter  referred)  on  the 
peculiar  character  and  structure  of  our  complex  system 
of  Government. 

The  most  universally  received  maxim  in  the  theory  of 
political  liberty,  since  ttie  establishment  of  American  in- 
dependence, is,  that  the  people  alone  have  the  right, 
either  directly  or  by  representative  conventions,  to  make 
or  alter  their  constitutions  or  forms  of  government,  and 
that  the  Government  can  do  neither.  To  preserve  a  Go- 
vernment thus  formed,  the  divi«on  and  distribution  of  its 
pow^ers,  into  separate  departments  has  also  been  as  univer- 
sally admitted  to  be  the  best  security.  If  the  Government, 
or  any  department  of  it,  be  allowed  to  change  or  alter 
the  constitution,  the  essential  and  vital  principle  of  theo- 
retical liberty,  as  established  here,  with  all  its  sccurttiea, 
must  inevitably  be  destroyed. 

This  great  maxim  ought,  therefore,  to  be  vindicated, 
whenever  violated.  It  nas  never,  it  is  true,  been  con- 
tended that  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  or 
Congress,  or  both  powers  tt^ther,  can  alter  the  form  of 
the  Federal  Government;  but  if  the  power  claimed  for 
the  Supreme  Court  be  submitted  to,  and  the  twenty-fifth 
section  of  the  judicial  act  be  continued  as  a  part  of  tlie 
judicial  system  of  the  United  States,  that  court  will  have 
the  power,  without  any  possible  check,  to  encroach  upon 
the  other  political  detwrtmenta  of  the  Guveniment. 

Much  difficulty  ana  embarraasment,  in  discussing  ques- 
tions of  political  powers  and  rights,  arise  from  blending 
and  confounding  terms  usually  employed  in  expressing 
and  describing  political  laws  and  judgments.  A  proper 
.understanding  of  the  distinction  between  them  will  al- 
ways enable  us  to  detect  any  attempt  of  the  Government, 
or  any  department  in  it,  to  alter  or  change  the  constitu- 
tion. Political  hiw  is  made  by  the  people  to  restrain  Go- 
vernment; civil  law  is  made  by  the  Government  to  restrain 
individuals.  The  former  is  a  rule  of  action  for  the  go- 
verning; the  latter  a  rule  of  action  for  the  governed. 

The  Supreme  Court  virtually  claims  the  right,  under 
the  constitution,  to  pronounce  political  judgments,  ami 
asserts  the  power,  under  the  judicial  act,  of  carrying 
them  into  execution,  by  coercing  sovereign  States.  The 
committee  readily  aidmit  that  there  is  great  ditliculty  in 
distinguishing  between  political  laws  and  judgments,  and 
civil  laws  and  judgments,  in  most  of  the  Governments  of 
the  world;  but  confidently  believe  that  it  was  foreseen 
and  provided  for  b^  the  fmmers  of  the  federal  constitu- 
tion, by  the  division  and  limitations  of  power  we  find 
there,  between  the  federal  and  State  Governments.  None 
deny  that  such  a  division  of  powers  was  made  by  the  con- 
stitution, between  the  federal  Government  and  the  States, 
by  the  ^nt  of  specific  powers  to  tiie  former,  and  the 
reservation  of  all  ungrantcd  powers  to  the  latter;  but  a 
great  diversity  of  opinion  has  cxis^  as  to  tlie  power  to 
which  resort  must  be  had  to  determine  qocstiops  arid  con- 


troversies that  might  arise  between  the  several  departments 
of  our  federative  sv'stem.  The  question  is  not  a  new  one. 
In  the  great  political  contest  in  1798  and  1800,  this  vety 
question  nude  a  ^stinction,  and  tuarkeil  the  line  of  lUvi- 
sion  between  the  two  parties  tlut  then  divided  the  country. 
The  federal  party,  who  were  then  in  power,  asserled, 
that  the  federal  court  (which  had  just  then  declared  and 
enforced  as  constitutional  the  alien  and  sedition  laws,) 
was  the  tribunal  of  last  resort  established  by  llie  constitu- 
tion, to  judge  of  and  determine  questions  of  controveny 
between  the  departments  of  the  Federal  Goveminent, 
and. between  the  Federal  Government  and  the  Stales. 
The  republican,  or  State  ri^ts  party  of  that  day,  on  the 
contrary,  denied  that  the  judiciai  department  of  the  Fede- 
ral Government,  or  all  tlie  departments  of  that  Govcrr- 
ment  conjointly,  were  empowered  to  decide  finally  and 
authoritatively,  in  questions  of  sovereignty,  conlrorersies 
between  a  State  and  the  Federal  Governmeut,  and  asserted 
and  insisted  that  there  was  no  common  tribunal  cit^ilidied 
by  the  constitution  for  such  a  purpose,  and  that,  conse- 
quently, each  party  had  tlie  n^ht  to  judge  of  and  deter- 
mine the  extent  of  its  own  nglits  and  powers-  The 
avowed  political  creed  of  that  party  was,  that  the  Union 
was  the  result  of  a  compact  between  the  people  cf  the 
several  States,  in  their  sovereign  and  corporate  capacities 
and  characters  of  separate  and  independent  societies  or 
States,  and  not  as  one  entire  people  forming  one  naticn. 
That  tliesc  were  the  opinions  and  principles  of  the  repub- 
lican party  of  tliat  day,  ia  abundantly  proven  by  Ur.  Jef- 
ferson, Mr.  Madison,  and  many  other  able  constitutior>al 
lawyers. 

The  committee  do  not  mention  the  names  of  these  dis- 
Unguished  men  for  the  purpose  merely  of  u»ng  their 
opinions  as  atithority  for  the  principles  they  advocate,  but 
to  establish  the  fact  that  the  great  body  of  the  American 
people  did  pass  upon,  sanction,  and  adopt  these  priori* 
pies,  as  forming  the  true  theory  of  our  Government,  which 
was  manifested  by  the  promotion  of  these  gentlemen  to 
the  very  stations  where  these  priiietples  were  to  be  tested 
by  action  and  practice.  As  it  is  now  a  matter  of  unque*- 
Uoned  history,  tliat  Mr.  Jefferson  penned  the  memorable 
resolutions  commonly  called  the  Kentucky  resolutions, 
and  that  Mr.  Madison  wrote  the  \'irginia  report,  the  coti- 
mittce  feel  entitled  to  quote  tliem  as  authority  upon  ques- 
tions of  constitutional  law. 

Kenlu^ry  Ursolutions,  passed  November  \Oth, 
"  Besoh-ed,  That  the  several  States  composjng  the 
United  St.itcs  of  America,  arc  not  united  on  the  principle 
of  unlimited  submission  to  the  (Jcneral  Government;  hut 
that,  by  compact,  under  the  stylo  and  title  of  a  constilu- 
tion  for  the  United  States,  and  of  amendments  thereto, 
they  constituted  a  General  Goi'crnmcnt  for  special  pur^ 
poses,  delegated  to  that  Government  certain  definite 
powers,  reserving,  each  State  to  itself^  the  residuary  mast 
of  right  to  their  own  self-government;  and  that  whenso- 
ever the  General  Government  assumes  undelegated  pow- 
ers, its  acts  are  unauthoritative,  void,  and  of  no  force;  llat 
to  this  compact  each  State  acceded  as  a  State,  and  is  an 
integral  party;  that  this  Government,  created  by  this 
compact,  was  not  made  the  exclusive  or  final  judge  of  tite 
extent  of  the  powers  delegated  to  itself^  since  that  would 
have  made  its  discretion,  and  not  the  constitution,  the 
measure  of  its  powers;  but  that,  as  in  all  other  ca^s  of 
compact  among  parties  having  no  common  judge,  each 
party  lias  an  equal  right  to  judge  for  itself,  as  wcU 
mfractionsas  of  the  mode  and  measure  of  redress."* 

Tlic  committee  beg  leave  to  add  the  fbUuwing  es.tnct 
from  the  same  illustnous  source: 

"That  the  States  of  Noi-th  America,  wluch  confeder- 
ated to  establish  llicir  indepeiulencc  on  tlic  Govcmoicnt 
of  Great  Britain,  became,  on  that  acquls^tiont  free  and 
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independent  States,  and,  u  tuch,  autiiorized  to  constitute 
Governments,  escb  for  itself,  in  such  form  as  it  thougfit  best. 

"They  declared,  in  the  second  article  of  their  first 
confederated  Government,  that  *  each  State  rettuns  its 
norere^n^t  freedom,  and  independence,  and  cverv  power, 
jtiris^cliont  and  ri^t,  which  is  not,  hy  this  confederacy, 
expressly  delegated  to  the  United  Htates  in  Confess 
assembled.*  They  afterwards  entered  into  a  compact, 
which  b  called  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  by  which  they  Rf|Teed  to  unite  in  a  single  Go- 
vernment,  as  to  their  relations  with  each  other,  and  with 
forei^  nations,  and  as  to  certain  other  articles  particularly 
specified.  They  retained,  at  tlie  same  time,  each  to  itself, 
the  other  rig^its  of  independent  government,  compre- 
hcndii^,  muiily,  their  domestic  interests. 

"  For  the  administration  of  their  federal  branch,  they 
agreed  to  appoint,  in  conjunction,  a  distinct  set  of  func- 
tionaries, lepslative,  executive,  and  judiciary,  in  the  man- 
ner Bottled  in  that  compJttt,  while  to  each,  scvemlly,  and 
of  course,  remained  its  original  right  of  appoiminp,  each 
for  itself,  a  separate  set  of  ftjnctionaries,  legislative, 
execHtive,  and  judiciary;  also,  for  administering  the  do- 
mestic branch  of  their  respecUve  Governments. 

"  Hiese  two  aeU  of  officers,  each  independent  of  the 
other,  eonstttiite  thus  a  whole  of  Government,  for  each 
Stute  separately — the  powers  nscribed  to  the  one,  as  spe- 
cifically  made  federal,  exercised  over  the  whole — the 
residuary  powers,  retained  for  the  other,  exerciseable 
exclnsivelyover its pariicidar  State — foreign,  herein,  each 
to  the  others,  as  they  were  before  the  original  compact." 

That  this  is  the  true  exposition  of  the  powers  and  au- 
thorities of  the  Federal  and  State  Governments,  is  mani- 
fested from  the  guarded  limitation  and  definition  of  the 
grants  of  power  in  the  compact  itself,  and  by  the  con- 
temporary discussions  and  comments  which  the  constitu- 
tion nnderwent,  which  justified  and  recommended  it,  on 
the  ground  that  the  powers  not  given  to  Government  wei-e 
■withheld  from  it.  But  to  leave  no  doubt  on  the  subject, 
the  amendments  to  the  constitution  expressly  declare,  tlwt 
the  powers  not  delected  to  the  United  States  by  tlie  con- 
stitution, nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved 
to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people. 

The  committee  ire  of  opinion  that  the  delegated  powers 
resulting  from  the  compact  of  Governments  to  which'  the 
States  are  parties,  arc  limited  by  the  plain  sense  and  inten- 
tion of  the  instrument  constituting  that  compact,  and  are 
no  farther  valid  than  they  are  authorized  by  the  grants 
enumerated  in  that  compact,  and  that  it  is  incumbent  in 
this,  as  in  every  other  exercise  of  power  by  the  federal 
Caovemment,  to  prove  from  the  constitution  that  it  ^nts 
tbe  particular  power  exercisedt  that  if  the  powers  granted 
be  valid,  it  is  solely  because  they  are  granted)  and  all 
other  flowers  not  granted,  are  not  valid. 

Testing  the  35th  section  of  the  act  aforesaid,  by  the 
foregoing  principles  and  expositions,  the  committee  can. 
not  perceive  any  {frant  of  power  in  the  constitution  to 
WMTRnt  the  enactment. 

That  the  constitution  docs  not  confer  power  on  the 
federal  judtdary  over  the  judicial  departments  of  the 
States,  by  any  express  grant,  is  certain  from  the  fact  that 
the  State  judiciaries  are  not  once  named  in  that  instrument. 
On  the  contrary,  it  declares  that  the  judicial  power  of  the 
VniCed  States  shall  be  vested  in  one  Supreme  Coui^,  and 
in  such  inferior  courts  as  Congress  may,  from  time  to  time, 
onfaun  and  establish;  thus  gpving  power  to  organize  a  judi- 
cial system  capable  of  exercising  CTery  function  to  which 
the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  extended,  "  and 
intending  to  create  a  new  judiciary,  to  exercise  the  judi- 
cial powers  of  a  new  Government,"  unconnected  with, 
»nd  independent  of,  the  State  jodiciarica.* 

It  '\i  no  more  necessary  to  the  harmonious  action  of  the 


Federal  and  State  Oovemments,  that  the  federal  courts 
should  have  power  to  control  the  decisions  of  State  courts 
by  appeal,  tlmn  that  the  Federal  legislature  should  have 
power  to  control  the  Icgislution  of  tlic  States,  or  tlie  Fe- 
deral Executive  a  State  Executive,  by  a  negative.  It 
cannot  be,  that  when  a  direct  negative  on  the  laws  of  a 
State  was  proposed  in  convention,  as  part  of  the  federal 
constitution,  and  rejected,  tliat  it  was  intended  to  confer 
on  the  federal  courts,  by  implication,  a  power  subjecting 
their  whole  legislation,  and  their  judgments  and  decrees 
on  it,  to  this  negative  of  the  federal  courts.  It  cannot 
be,  that  this  prostration  of  the  independency  of  the  State 
judicatories,  this  overthrow  of  the  State  Governments 
as  c(W)rdinate  powers,  could  be  left  to  any  implication  of 
authority.  r 

The  committee  arc  therefore  of  opinion,  that  tlie  power 
to  enact  the  3Sth  section  above  recited,  is  not  expressed 
in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  nor  properly  an 
incident  to  any  express  power,  and  necessary  to  its  execu- 
tion. That,  if  continued  and  acquiesced  in  as  construed 
by  the  Supreme  Cnurt,  it  raises  the  decision  of  the  judi- 
ciary above  the  authority  of  the  sovereign  parties  to  the 
constitution,  may  be  a  warrant  for  the  assumption  uf  pow- 
ers not  delegatecl  in  the  other  departments,  nor  cmrried  by 
the  forms  of  the  constitution  before  the  judicial  depart- 
ment,  and  whose  decisions  would  be  equally  authot^tative 
and  final  witii  the  deciuons  of  that  department. 

However,  therefore,  it  may  be  admitted  or  denied,  that 
the  judicial  department  of  the  Federal  Government  is,  in 
all  questions  nubmitted  to  it  by  the  forms  of  the  constitu- 
tion, to  decide  in  the  last  i-esort  in  relation  to  the  autiiori- 
ties  of  tlie  other  departments  of  that  Government,  it  can 
never  he  authorized  so  to  decide  In  relation  to  the  right  of 
the  parties  to  the  constitutional  compact,  from  which  the 
judicial,  as  well  as  the  other  departments,  hold  their  dele- 
gated Inistsi  on  any  other  hypothesis,  the  delegation  of 
judicial  power  would  annul  the  power  delegating  it,  and 
the  concurrence  of  this  department  in  usurped  powers 
might  subvert  forever,  and  beyond  the  possible  reach  of 
any  ri^tful  remedy,  the  very  constitution  which  all  were 
instituted  to  preserve. 

"  The  authority  of  constitutions  over  Governments,  and 
the  sovereignty  of  the  people  over  constitutions,  are  truths 
at  all  times  necessiiry  to  be  kept  in  min<l,*"  and  it  is  mat- 
ter  of  regret  to  the  committee,  that  it  should  ever  have 
been  asserted,  that  the  constitution,  on  whose  face  is  seen 
so  much  labor  to  enumerate  and  define  the  several  objects 
of  federal  power,  could  intend  to  introduce  in  the  lump, 
in  an  indirect  maiuier,  and  by  a  foi-ced  construction,  the 
vast  and  muhiform  jurisdiction  involved  in  the  section  of 
the  law  under  consitieratioii — a  jurisdiction  overshadowing 
the  entire  field  of  their  legislation  and  adjudication — a 
jurisdiction  that  saps  tiie  foundation  of  the  constitution, 
as  a  system  of  limited  and  specified  powers— obliterate* 
the  sovereignty  of  so  manv  republics,  renowned  for  their 
defiance  of  tyranny,  and  whose  jealous  limitations  of 
power  hod  preber\«l  their  Lbtrty,  and  secured  for  thcni 
a  prosperity  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the  world. 

Nor  are  the  committee  unmindful  that,  in  practice,  this 
disputed  power  has  given  rise  to  painful  collisions  in  the 
State  and  Federal  authorities,  calculated  to  disturb  the 
harmony  of  our  system,  and  to  weaken  Out  confidence 
and  affection  wliich  are  due  to  the  i-espective  Govcrntncnta 
in  the  constitutional  exercise  of  all  their  functions. 

The  committee  will  only  add  one  more  extract  from  Mr. 
Jefferson,  which  is  to  be  fiAiiKl  In  a  second  scries  of  reso- 
lutions adopted  by  the  l-eglslature  of  Kentucky,  the  14th 
November,  1799: 

"  That  if  those  who  administer  the  General  Govern- 
ment be  pei-mitted  to  transgress  the  limits  fixed  by  the 
compact,  by  n  total  disregard  to  the  special  delegations  of 
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power  therein  contnined,  an  annihilation  of  the  State  Go- 
vernments, and  the  erection  upon  their  ruina  of  a  general 
consolidated  Government  will  be  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence: that  the  principle  and  construction  contended  for 
by  sundry  of  the  State  Le^slatures,  that  the  General  Go- 
vernment is  the  exclusive  jud^  of  the  extent  of  the  pow- 
ers delected  to  it,  stop  nothing  short  ordespotjam*  nnee 
the  discretion  of  those  who  adininister  the  Government  and 
not  the  constitution,  would  be  tlie  measure  of  their  pow- 
ers:  tlwt  the  several  States  who  formed  that  inatniment, 
being  sovere^n  and  independent,  have  the  unquestionable 
right  to  Judge  of  its  uifractlon:  and  that  a  nullification  by 
thoae  MveKUpntie^  of  all  unauthorised  acts  done  under 
color  of  that  instrument,  is  the  rightful  rtmafy." 

The  committee  will  now  proceed  to  examine  the  provi- 
■ims  of  the -twenty-fifth  section,  and  compare  them  with 
the  powers  of  the  federal  court,  as  conferred  by  the  con- 
■titution  of  the  United  States)  and  then  submit  for  the 
ctHisideration  of  the  House  two  judicial  decisona  of  the 
lu^wat  respectalnrtty,  declaring  the  wd  twenQr-fiith  sec- 
tion unconstitntionaL 

The  whole  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  is  de- 
clared by  the  constitution  to  be  vested  hi  one  Supreme 
Court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  aa  Congress  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  ordun  and  establish.  Can  Congress,  by  le- 
gislation, invest  State  courts  with  any  portion  of  that 
power?  Did  the  convention  contemplate,  in  using  the 
term  appellate  JuristUctioii,  the  right  and  power  of  taking 
an  appeal  from  a  State  court  to  mt  Supreme  Coaxl}  The 
answer  to  these  questions  miot  be  found  in  the  constitu- 
tion. The  Supreme  Court  is  given  original  jurisdiction 
fmly  in  two  cUases  of  cases,  to  wit;  in  ul  cases  affecting 
ambassadors,  other  public  ministers,  and  consuls,  and 
those  in  which  a  State  shall  be  a  party.  The  only  cases  in 
which  a  State  can  be  party,  are,  1st.  where  the  controver- 
sy is  between  two  or  more  States;  and  3d,  where  the  contro- 
versy is  between  a  State,  or  the  citizens  thereof,  and  fiMreign 
States.  In  all  oUier  cases,  before  mentioned,  says  the 
constitution,  the  Supreme  Court  dull  have  appellate  ju- 
risdiction. What  courts  have  the  orijpnal  jurisdiction  in 
all  those  cases  before  mentioned,  in  the  second  section  of 
the  third  article,  of  which  the  Supreme  Court  has  only  Uie 
appellate  jurisdiction?  Lettheconstjtutionan8werMn"8uch 
inferior  courts  as  Congress  shall,  from  time  to  time,  ordain 
ukI  establidi."  Is  a  SUte  court  an  infinior  court?  The 
constitution  does  not  say  so.  If  the  framers  of  the  constitu- 
tion had  so  considered  them,  and  bad  intended  the  right 
ami  power  of  takin|>  an  appeal  from  their  judgments  to 
the  Supreme  Court,  it  was  an  easy  matter,  and  they,  doubt- 
less, would  have  said  so;  their  omitting  to  do  so,  is  proof 
irrettstible  that  the  power  was  not  intended  to  be  given. 
It  is  unreasonable  to  believe  that  they  who  were  so  very 
precise  and  specific  in  the  enumeration  of  cases  and  pow- 
ers of  infinitely  less  moment,  would  have  left  to  implica- 
tion and  inference,  a  power  that  breaks  down  all  the  bar- 
riers between  the  State  and  Federal  Governments. 

The  constitution  not  only  invests  the  whole  judicial 
power  of  the  United  States  in  two  specified  tribunals,  but 
also  prescribes  and  declares  the  duties,  and  rights,  and 
tenure  of  office  of  the  judges  who  shall  constitute  them; 
not  one  of  wluch  ia  applicable  to  the  courts  or  judges  of 
State  courts.  The  courts,  in  tiie  first  place,  must  be  such 
M  are  established  by  Congresst  the  judges  must  receive 
their  appointments  from  the  President,  with  the  consent 
of  the  Senatet  tliey  are  told  to  hold  their  offices  during 
good  behaviori  tlieir  compensation  cannot  be  diminished 
during  their  continuance  in  office;  and  are  made  liable  to 
be  impeached  and  removed  from  office  by  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States.  Such  are  the  courts  and  judges  that 
the  constitution  invested  with  tlie  juristUction  of  all  "other 
cases  before  mentioned,"  ia  the  secondsection  of  the  third 
article  of  tliat  instrument,  with  the  exception  of  two  classes 
of  cases  over  which  original  jurisdiction  ia  ipren  to  the 


Supreme  Court.  Not  one  of  all  these  requivtes  chanc- 
tense  State  courts  or  judges.  The  State  courts  arc  not 
established  by  Congresst  the  Slate  judges  do  not  recdve 
thar  sppmntments  from  the  presdent,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate;  thev  bold  their  offices 
not  necessarily  during  good  behavior,  but  by  audi  temue 
as  the  States  shall  choose;  their  compensatifHi  maj  be  £• 
minishcd  at  the  pleasure  of  Uie  Statesi  and  tibey  are  not 
responnble  to,  or  liable  to  be  impescbed  belbre,  the  Se- 
nate of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  are  aware,  that,  since  the  able  and  un- 
answerable arguments  on  the  twent)-4ifth  section  in  tbe 
Suprenie  Court  of  Vaj^ma*  the  advocates  of  fiederal  power 
hare  SMumed  the  posrtion,  that  the  right  ofq>peal »  efauD- 
ed  for  the  federal  court,  on  tiie  ground,  that  the  case 
arises  under  the  laws,  treatiea,  and  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  not  on  the  ground  that  tbe  State  tri- 
bunal is  an  inferior  one,  from  which  a  writ  of  error  would 
lie.  The  natural  result  of  this  irill  be,  that,  if  tbe  position 
be  tnie«  it  mil  prove  too  mneh.  If  the  nature  of  me  case 
be  the  only  ground  of  jurisdiction,  ynO  it  not  nulhtnize 
the  Supreme  Court  to  issue  a  dtatitm  or  writ  of  error  to  a 
court  of  England  or  France,  on  the  pretext  that  aoaie  one 
of  the  questions  arose  under  a  treaty  of  the  United  States? 
A  judicial  tribunal  of  one  of  those  places  ia  not  naore  inde- 
pendent of  tbe  federal  court  than  is  a  State  court,  if  tbe 
character  of  the  case  be  the  only  criterion  or  authority  for 
fedend  jurisdiction.  Will  it  be  said  that  tbe  rightof  juris- 
diction IS  limited  t»  tbe  power  to  enforce  the  mandates  of 
of  the  court?  This  bem^  adnutted,  will  not  Taiy  tbe 
result  of  the  present  question.  The  federal  courts  hare 
the  same  right  to  issue  a  mandamus,  prolulntion,  or  pro- 
cess of  contempt,  to  a  foreign  judge.  If  the  nature  of  the 
case  can  pve  jurisdiction,  as  it  has,  to  a  State  judge,  it  has 
also  precisely  the  same  power  to  execute  iL  if  tbe  right 
existed  in  tbie  first  case,  to  issue  and  to  execute  prooei^ 
tbe  Supreme  Court  would  virtually  be  invested  vith  the 
power  of  declaring  war)  if  in  tiie  latter  case,  that  court 
will  have  the  power  to  blot  out  from  the  map  si^  State  of 
tiie  Union.  If  the  right  to  issue  a  mandatory  process  to 
the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  audiorities  of  a 
State,  be  admitted  to  belong  to  the  federal  court  under 
the  constitution,  the  correUtive  obligation  on  these  autho- 
rities to  obey,  and  the  rightful  power  to  enf(»^  it,  are  <^ 
vious  and  necessary  sequenta.  The  federal  oour^  under 
these  admitted  principles,  will  have  the  power  to  pralulHt 
State  legislation  by  writs  of  injunction;  to  sequestrate 
State  treasuries,  and  to  imprison  State  functionaries,  whe- 
ther governors,  jut^es,  or  State  Legislatures,  in  a  body. 
Indeed,  the  power  will  not  stop  here;  the  same  resooiui^ 
will  sustain  a  power  in  the  fcdend  court  to  attach  and  im- 
prison  the  Preudent  and  both  Houses  of  Congren.  The 
power  bycitati<Hi  or  writ  of  error,  to  take  a  case  after 
judgment,  tram  a  State  court,  and  to  remove  H,  for  final 
determination,  to  the  supreme  federal  court,  is  a  much 
greater  outrage  on  thciiindamental principles  of  the<x«ti- 
cal  and  practical  liberty,  as  established  here,  than  the  odious 
writ  of  quo  loammlo,  as  it  was  used  in  England  by  a  ty- 
rannical king,  to  destroy  the  rigbts  of  corporations.  The 
end  and  aim,  in  both  cases,  were  similar:  in  England,  it 
was  to  make  corporations  subservieat  to  tbe  kin^r  pleSr 
sure;  here,  to  make  States  subservient  to  foderal  extrava- 
gance and  i^grandtzement. 

I'he  last  arguments  used  by  tlie  advocates  of  federal 
power  is,  that  tiic  action  of  the  Federal  Government  will  be 
so  crippled  by  the  repeal  of  the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the 
act  of  1789,  that  its  wholesome  operations  will  be  arrested. 
Although  tiie  committee  will  not  acknowledge  that  such 
would  be  the  necessary  consequence,  yet  it  may  be  admit- 
ted for  the  sake  of  arniment,  without  hanging  the  result 
I'he  committee  believe  that  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of 
Congress  to  repeat,  witliout  delay,  any  of  its  acts  in  contn- 
vention  of  the  constitution,  be  the  consequences  what  tbey 
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Dwy.  If  Con^ren  had  no  power  to  pass  such  Uvs,  they 
Rrc  null  nnd  void,  and  ou^ht  not  to  remam  on  the  sUtute 
book;  if  such  be  really  necessary,  the  power  that  created 
the  constitution  can,  and  will  amend  it  Necesri^  and 
cxpetUence  are  the  pleas  of  the  tyrantt  iTnendment,  the 
dictate  of  the  constitution.  By  pursuing  the  former 
course,  we  trample  upon  the  constitutionj  by  following 
the  latter,  we  go  back  to  the  people,  the  original  source 
of  all  power. 

It  has  also  been  urged  as  a  branch  of  this  argument,  that 
the  twenty-fifth  teetifm  Is  indispensable  to  that  supremacy 
■of  the  federal  court  which  is  required  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  the  country  with  foreign  Powers,  and  to  render 
uniform  all  judgments  in  treaty  cases.  The  answer  to 
these  objections  to  the  repeal  of  the  twenty-fifth  section, 
the  committee  believe  to  be  full  and  perfect  in  the  case  of 
Hunterra.  Martin,  and  prefer  presenting  it  in  the  language 
of  the  able  judge  who  delivered  it: 

I  have  said  that  this  controlling  power  was  not  essen- 
tial to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  nation.*  Without  going 
to  other  connderations  or  authorities  on  the  subject,  it  is 
sufficient  to  remark  that  the  American  people  have  decid- 
ed that  it  is  no  cause  of  offence  to  foreign  n.itions,  to  have 
their  causes  decided,  and  excluKirely  and  finally  decided 
by  the  State  tribunals.  In  that  amendment  to  the  consti- 
tution, by  which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  federal  courts  is 
PjTDhibited  to  stitts  brought  against  the  States  by  foreign 
citizens  or  subjects,  this  construction  is  most  undoubted, 
and  has  never  been  compliuned  of. 

V  ^j"*:*  adoption  of  that  amendment,  the  election  of 
jurisdiction  has  been  entirely  taken  away  from  foreigtiera 
in  all  suits  against  the  Statesj  and  those  suits  can  now  be 
brought  in  the  States'  courts  in  escliiaion  of  every  other; 
•nd  that,  too,  in  cases,  in  which,  from  the  circumstances 
of  the  States  themselves  being  parties,  it  might,  perhaps, 
be  plausibty  urged  that  the  judges  of  the  State  courts 
were  not  free  from  bias.  I  consider  that  this  declaration 
by  the  American  people,  and  which  has  never  excited  a 
murmur  in  foreign  nations,  lias  put  down  the  notion  now 
in  question.  It  has  settled  the  question  forever,  that  it  is 
no  cause  of  war  to  foreign  nations,  that  the  State  judicia- 
nes  ahotild  finally  decide  the  causes,  elected  to  be  brought 
fc"*""  ^^^^  subjects.  It  has  consequently  over- 
thrown the  only  foundation  on  which  the  whole  super- 
structure of  the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  judicial  act  has 
been  supposed  to  rest. 

"  That  pretence  is  the  only  one  on  which  the  power  in 

aiiMtion  could  be  attempted  to  be  justified.  That  of  rcn- 
ering  uniform  all  judgments  in  the  case  of  treaties  is  still 
less  tenable,  and  is  even  not  attwned  by  the  actual  provi- 
rions  of  tlie  judicial  act.  Under  that  act,  the  appeal 
equally  lies  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
where  Bach  unifbrn^^  already  exists,  and  is  denied  where 
It  IS  wanting. 

"If,  for  example,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  has  decided  against  a  treaty,  and  the  Supreme 
Court  of  a  State  decides  the  same  way,  there  this  unifor- 
mity already  exists,  and  yet  the  appeal  is  allowed.  If,  on 
<^er  hand,  the  former  court  decides  against  a  treiity, 
and  Uie  latter  in  fiivor  of  it,  this  uniformity  is  wanting, 
yet  the  appeal  is  denied.*' 

The  followinfj  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Virginia,  in  the  above  stated  case. 

*'T!ie  court  is  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  appel- 
late power  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  *e  United  States 
does  not  extend  to  this  court,  under  a  sound  construction 
of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States;  that  so  much  of 
the_  25tb  section  of  the  act  of  Congrera,  to  establish  the 
judicial  power  of  the  United  States,  as  extends  the  appel- 
■atepudidal  power  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  this  court,  is 
not  m  punuance  of  tiie  constitution  of  the  United  Statesi 

*  HnnMr  w.  FairAx— 4tk  MonlttnL 
Vet.  Vn — L 


and  that  the  writ  of  error  in  this  case  was  improvidentlr 
allowed  under  the  authority  of  that  act)  that  the  proceed- 
ings thereon  in  the  Supreme  Court,  were  coram  nmptX- 
eem  in  relation  to  this  court,  and  that  obedience  to  its  man- 
date be  declined  by  this  court.** 

The  committee  will. present  one  more  judicial  opinion 
of  a  State  Court  against  the  powers  contended  Cor  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  the  case  of  the  Commonwealth  m.  Cobbett,"  so- 
lemnly and  unaiumous^  refused  to  permit  the  defendant 
who  was  an  alien,  to  remove  a  cause  in  which  be  was  sued 
by  the  State  in  its  Supreme  Court,  into  a  Circuit  Court  of 
we  United  States,  notwithstanding  the  comprefaerauveneat 
of  the  words  of  the  twelfth  section  of  the  judicial  act. 
The  court,  after  deciding,  in  the  most  explicit  terms,  that 
all  power  not  granted  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  remaintti  with  the  several  States;  that  the  Federal 
Government  was  a  league  or  treaty,  made  by  the  indivi- 
dual States  as  one  parft',  and  all  the  States  as  anoth«rt 
that  when  two  nations  difllkr  as  to  the  construction  of  a 
league  or  treaty  existing  between  them,  neither  has  the 
exclusive  right  to  decide  it;  and  that  if  one  of  the  States 
should  differ  with  the  United  States  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
grant  made  to  them,  there  is  no  common  umpire  between 
them  but  the  people,  by  an  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion; went  on  to  deelare  its  own  (pinion  on  the  subjeo^ 
and  oveiToled  the  motion  on  the  ground  that  the  sovereign 
State  of  Pennn-lvania  could  not,  on  account  of  its  dignity, 
be  carried  before  that  court.  Tliis  was  the  solemn  and 
unanimous  decinon  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  one  of  the 
most  respectable  and  republican  States  of  the  Union. 

The  decisions  of  these  tribunals,  the  committee  conri- 
der  <^  lugh  authority  and  great  weij^t;  the  judges  who 
composed  them  were  of  exalted  character,  patriotism, 
learning,  and  abtli^.  They  had  taken  the  same  oath  im- 
posed  upon  flie  federal  judges  to  support  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  together  with  the  superadded  obUg^ 
tion  to  maintain  the  constitutions  of  the  States,  whose  Ju- 
dicial powers  were  confided  to  them. 

The  committee  do  not  pretend  to  originality  in  the  vie»-s 
and  principles  of  tilis  rcporti  on  the  contrary,  they  beliera 
they  could  not  better  aischarge  their  duty,  or  render  a 
more  acceptable  service  to  the  Rouse,  than  by^  presenting 
the  authontie*  on  which  it  is  founded.  Believiiu^  the  sec- 
tion of  the  aet  referred  to  the  consideration  ot  the  com- 
mittee to  be  unconstitutional,  thc^  herewith  report  a  bill 
to  repeal  the  Mine. 

COUNTER  REPORT  UPON  THE  JUDICIARY. 
Honti  or  RiPUtaHTATiTu,  Jas.  34. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judidary,  to  which  waa  referred 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  31ft 
ultimo,  instructing  them  "  to  inqOire  into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  or  modifying  the  twenty-fifth  section  of  an 
act  entitled  an  act  to  ertabUsh  the  judicial  courts  of  the 
United  SUtcs,"  passed  the  34th  September,  1789,  hanng 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  repeal  the  same, 
the  minority  of  that  committee,  difi*ering  in  opinion  from 
their  aasoctttes  upon  tUs  imp<n1ant  question,  deem  it  to 
be  their  duty  to  submit  to  the  House  the  following  report: 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  has  confetred 
upon  Congress  certain  enumerated  powers,  and  expressly 
authorizes  that  body  *'  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  ne- 
cessary and  proper  for  carrying  these  powers  into  execu- 
tion." In  the  construction  of  this  insbument,  it  has  be- 
come an  axiom,  the  truth  of  wlucb  cannot  be  controverted, 
that  "the  General  Goveminent^  though  Unutcd  u  to  its 
objects,  is  supreme  irith  respect  to  Umm  dijecta.*' 

The  constitution  has  also  conferred  upon  the  President 
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"  bj  and  with  the  advice^Mtd  ctHiwnt  of  the  Senate,  pro- 
vided two4hirda  of  the  Senatora  preieiit  concur,"  the 
power  to  make  treaties. 

By  the  second  sectitm  of  fte  nxth  article  of  this  instru- 
meat.  His  declared, in  emphatic  language,  that  <*this  con- 
stitution, and  the  laws  oT  the  United  States  which  shall  be 
made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made,  or 
which  shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  the  nipreme  law  of  the  landt  and  the 
judges  in  every_  State  ualt  be  bound  thereby,  any  tiling 
m  the  constitution  or  lawa  of  any  State  to  the  contrary 
aotwithstanding.*' 

The  constitution  having  conferred  upon  Congress  the 
power  of  legislation  over  certain  objects,  and  upon  the 
Frendent  and  Senate  the  power  of  making  treaties  with 
foreign  nations,  Uie  next  question  which  naturally  present- 
ed  itself  to  those  who  framed  it  wa^  in  what  manner  it 
wontd  be  most  proper  that  the  coDsti^itioo  itself,  and  the 
hws  and  treaties  made  under  its  authority,  should  be  car- 
lied  into  execution.  They  have  decided  this  que'-tion  in 
the  fbUowing  strong  and  comprehensive  language :  "  The 
judicia]  power  shalTcxtend  (o  all  cases,  in  law  and  equity, 
arising  under  this  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under 
their  authority.**  [Article  3,  Sec.  2.]  This  provision  is  the 
only  one  which  coiild  have  been  made  in  connstency  with 
ib/t  character  of  the  Government  established  by  the  con- 
■titution.  It  would  have  been  a  strange  anomafy  had  that 
itutniment  established  a  judiciaiy  whose  powers  did  not 
embrace  all  the  laws  ahd  sll  the  treaties  made  under  its 
authority.  The  symmetry  of  the  system  would  thus  liuve 
been  destroyed;  and,  in  many  cases.  Congress  would  have 
had  to  depend  exclusively  for  the  execubon  of  their  own 
kws  upon  the  judiciary  of  the  States.  Tlus  principle 
would  have  been  at  war  with  the  spirit  which  pervades 
the  wbtde  constitution.  It  was  clear^  the  intention  of  its 
fiwners  to  create  a  Government  which  should  have  the 
power  of  construing  and  executing  its  own  laws,  without 
any  obstruction  from  State  authority.  Accordingly,  wc 
find  th^  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  extends, 
in  czpreM  terms,  "to  all  cases,"  in  Jaw  and  in  ci^uity, 
arinng  under  the  constitution,  the  laws,  and  tiie  treaties  of 
the  United  States.  This  general  knguage  comprehends 
precisely  what  it  ought  to  comprehend. 

If  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  does  thus  ex- 
tend to  "  all  cases"  arising  under  the  constitution,  the  laws 
and  treaties  of  the  Union,  how  could  this  power  be 
brought  into  action  over  such  cases  without  a  law  of  Con- 
gress investing  the  Supreme  Court  with  the  ori^nal  and 
iqipelkte  juriadiction  embraced  by  the  constitution^ 

It  was  the  imperious  duty  of  Con|;ress  to  make  such  a 
kw,  and  it  is  etjually  iU  duty  to  continue  it:  indeed,  with- 
out it,  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  is  limited 
and  resn^cted  to  such  cases  only  as  arise  in  the  federal 
courts,  and  is  never  brought  to  bear  upon  numerous  cases, 
evidently  within  its  range. 

When  Cotwress,  in  the  year  1789,  legislated  upon  this 
fuUect,  theylcnew  that  the  Slate  courts  would  oAcn  be 
caned  upon,  in  the  trial  of  causes,  to  give  a  construction 
to  the  constitution,  the  treaties  and  laws  of  the  United 
States.  What,  then,  was  to  be  done?  If  the  decisions  of 
the  State  courts  should  be  final,  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  the  Union  might  be  construed  to  mean  one  thing  in  one 
State,  and  another  thing  in  another  State. 
All  untfbrmity  in  their  construction  would  thus  be  de- 


the  35th  section  of  the  judicial  aa  of  the  24th  Scptfrnbci, 
17S9.    It  is  in  the  foDowiu  wonk: 

"Sac  35.  Jbtdheit/urlktrenadtd,  That  a  find  judg- 
ment or  decree  in  any  suit,  in  the  highest  court  of  Iivcr 
equity  of  a  State,  in  which  a  decision  in  the  suit  could  bt 
lad,  where  is  drawn  in  question  the  ^-slidit;  of  stmlyn 
statute  of,  or  an  authority  exercised  under,  tlie  UniltJ 
SUtes,  and  the  decision  is  against  their  validitj-j  or  vbnt 
is  drawn  in  question  the  validity  of  a  slstute  o^oru 
authority  exercised  under,  any  State,  on  the  giwdtf 
their  being  repugnant  to  the  constibition,  trestiei^  orksi 
of  the  ITmted  States,  and  the  decision  is  in  &TOr  of  mA 
their  validityi  or  where  is  drawn  in  question  the  coniiw- 
tion  of  any  ckuse  of  the  constitution,  or  of  a  trettr  w 
statute  of,  or  commission  held  under  the  United  Sui» 
and  the  deciaon  is  against  the  title,  right,  privilep,  a 
exemption,  specially  set  up  or  churned  by  either  put? 
under  luch  clause  of  the  said  constitution,  MiJ,  *»«'*'> 
or  commisuon,  may  be  re-examined  ssd  niaiei,  or 
afEnnedinthe  Supreme  Court  of  the  Umled  State*,  upas 
a  writ  of  error,  the  citation  beinr  signed  b)-  the  etorf ji* 
tice,  or  judge,  or  cliancellor,  of  the  court  [tnatnnjoi 
passing  the  judgment  or  decree  complsined  oftoroji 
justice  of  Uie  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  SUtes,  m tie 
same  manner,  and  under  the  same  rcguWoiWi  Ma  <« 
writ  shall  have  the  same  effect,  as  if  the  judgmcnl  ait- 
cree  complained  of  had  been  rendered  or  P"*^''!*"^ 
cuit  courtj  and  the  proceeding  upon  the  reven*!  ihill 
also  be  the  same,  except  thattlte  Supreme  Coui^  iwMt 
of  remanding  the  cause  for  a  final  decr«on,  u  before 
vided,  may,  at  their  discretion,  if  the  cause  sh»llhi«bm 
once  remanded  before,  proceed  to  a  finsl  ^'*"5|-'r 
same,  and  award  execuUon.  But  no  other  error  itaD  « 
assigned  or  regarded  as  a  ground  of  reverssl,  in  "J?r 
case  u  aforesuid,  than  such  as  appears  on  the  htt  ol  m 
record,  and  immediately  respects  the  hcfoKmenHOKfl 
questions  of  validity,  or  construction  of  the  aid  conam^ 
tion,  treaties,  statutes,  commis^ons,  or  authorities>  m 
pute."  g. 

This  section  embraces  three  classes  of  cases.  ■™' 
those  in  which  a  State  court  should  dedde  a  Is*  (fftf^^ 
of  llie  United  States  to  be  void,  either  because  it  t»w™ 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  for  tnv 
reason.    Ought  there  not  in  such  cases  to  be  w  ^p™ 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States? 
such  an  appeal,  the  General  Goveniment  might  be  obi  p 
to  behold  iU  own  laws,  and  its  solemn  treaties  """^S 
the  Judiciary  of  every  State  in  the  Union,  viwni  •* 
power  of  redress.  ^ 
The  second  class  of  cases  is  of  a  different  chancitr.  n 
embraces  those  causes  in  which  the  validity  of  Siite  b 
is  contested,  upon  tlie  principle  that  they  viohte  Die  ^ 
stitution,  the  laws,  or  the  treaties  of  the  United  Siil« 
and  have,  therefore,  been  enacted  in  oppositkm  ">  jW 
authoritj'  of  tlic  "supreme  law  of  the  land."  Ctttsolw^ 
description  have  been  of  frequent  occurrence.  « 
often  been  drawn  into  question  before  tlie  Stste 
whether  State  laws  did  or  did  not  violate  the  "^JJIr 
of  the  United  States.  Is  it  notthenesscntisllotlicprt* 
vation  of  the  General  Government,  tliat  the  Suprt"* 
Court  of  the  United  States  should  possess  the 
reviewing  the  judgments-  of  SUte  courts  in  wi 
wherein  they  have  established  the  validity  o*" 
in  opposition  to  the  constitution  and  kws  of  the  L 

The  Uiirtl  dass  differs  essentially  from  each  of  Oie 
In  the  cases  embraced  by  it,  neither  the  v»iiuii;  w 


first. 


itroyed.    Bendes,  we  might,  if  thu  were  the  case,  get 

into  aerious  conflicts  with  foreign  nations,  asatreat^  might, ...  ...^  j   

receive  one  construction  in  Pennsylvania,  another  in  Vir-  acts  of  Congress,  nor  of  treaties,  nor  of  Stale  a*^^ 
ginia,  and  athinl  in  New  York.  Some  commmi  and  un\-  called  in  question.  This  clause  of  the  25tli  ''^'""l''^ 
n>rm  standard  of  construction  was  absolutely  necessary,  confers  upon  the  Supreme  Court  the  appclbte  J" .  j 
To  remedy  these  and  other  inconveniences,  the  first  tion  of  construing  the  constitution,  laws,  ■™J''?'^ 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  composed,  in  a  conudera-  \  the  United  States,  when  their  protection  hsa  ^ 
ble  proportion,  of  the  framcrs  of  the  conatitntion,  passed .  by  parties  to  wits  before  the  State  courts,  ana  tm 
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denied  by  their  decision.  Without  the  exercise  of  this 
power,  in  cues  ori^natinf^  in  the  Btate  courts,  the  con- 
stitution, tews,  and  treaties  of  the  United  States,  would  be 
left  to  be  finally  construed  and  executed  by  a  judicial 
power,  OTier  which  Congress  has  no  control. 

This  MCtion  does  not  interfere,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, with  Uie  independence  of  Uie  State  courts,  in  fi- 
nally deciding  all  cases  arinng  ezohistvely  under  their 
own  constitution  and  laws.  It  leaves  them  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  even  power  which  they  possessed  before  tlie 
adoption  of  the  federal  oonstitution.  It  merely  dcclarei, 
thai  u  oonstitution  estabfiidied  a  new  form  of  Go- 
vemment,  and  consequently  ^re  to  the  State  courts  the 
power  of  construing',  in  certain  cases,  the  constitution, 
the  laws,  and  the  treaties  of  the  United  States,  the  Su- 
prme  Court  of  the  United  States  should,  to  this  limited 
extent,  but  not  beyond  it,  possess  the  power  of  reviewing' 
their  judgments.  The  sechon  itself  declares  that  no  other 
errw  sbafl  b«  asngiied  or  regarded  as  a  ground  of  reversal, 
in  any  aaeh  ease  afbresw^  than  such  as  appears  on  the 
fiwe  of  the  tecord,  and  immediately  respects  the.  before 
mentioned  qucstiom  of  validity  or  construction  of  the  said 
constitution,  treaties  statutes,  eomndsrions,  or  authtmties 
in  dispute. 

The  minority  of  the  committee  will  now  proceed  to  ad- 
vance, m  a  more  distinct  form,  a  few  of  the  reasons  why, 
in  ttidr  ooimoa,  the  35th  section  of  thia  act  ought  not  to 
be  repealed. 

Ana*  in  the  first  place,  it  ought  to  be  the  chief  object 
of  aU  Govemmento  to  protect  individual  rights.  In  al- 
most every  case,  involving  a  question  before  a  State  court 
nnder  tbi«  section  of  the  judiciaiy  act,  the  constitution, 
laws,  or  treaties,  of  the  United  States  are  interposed  for 
the  protection  of  individuals.  Does  a  citizen  invoke  the 
proteetitm  of  an  act  of  Congress  upon  a  trial  before  a  State 
fmurt,  which  decides  th&t  act  to  be  unconstitutional  and 
void,  and  readm  judgment  against  hin^  tlug  sectim  se- 
cures his  right  of  appeal  from  such  a  decision  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  Vnited  States. 

When  a  citiEen,  in  a  suit  before  a  State  court,  contends 
tluit  a  State  law,  by  which  he  is  assailed,  is  a  violation  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  Statei^  and  therefore  void, 
(if  his  plea  should  b«  overruled,)  he  nu^  bring  tfiis  ques- 
tkin  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

In  like  manner,  when  an  individual  clums  any  right  be- 
fore a  Bute  court  under  the  constitution  or  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  decision  is  against  his  claim,  he 
may  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

If  this  section  were  repealed,  all  these  important  indi- 
vidual rights  woidd  be  forfeitecL 

The  histwy  of  our  country  tbiHwlantly  proves  that  in- 
dividiial  States  are  lisble  to  high  excitements  and  strong 
prejudicea.  The  judges  of  these  Statea  would  be  more 
or  less  than  men  if  they  did  not  participate  in  tiie  feeKngs 
of  tile  community  by  wuch  th^  are  surrounded.  Under 
the  influence  of  these  excHementa,  individuals,  whose 
rights  happen  to  clash  with  the  prevailing  feeling  of  the 
State,  would  have  but  a  dender  hope  of  obtaining  justice 
before  a  State  tribunal.  There  would  be  the  power  and 
the  influence  of  the  State  soverdrnty  on  the  one  ude, 
juid  an  individual  who  bad  made  himself  obno^ous  to 
popular  odium  on  .the  oQkt.  In  auch  cases,  ooj^t  the 
liberty  or  the  property  of  a  dtben,  so  far  as  he  claims 
the  same  under  .the  constitution  or  laws  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  decided  before  a  State  court,  without  an  ap< 
peal  to  tiie  Supreme  CQurt  of  the  United  States,  on  whom 
tlie  construction  of  this  very  constitution  and  these  laws 
has  been  conferred,  in  all  caaes,  by  the  oonstitntionf 

Tbe  Suprene  Court,  considering  the  elevited  charae* 
ter  of  its  Judges,  and  that  they  rende  in  parts  of  the  Umon 
remote  from  each  other,  can  never  be  liable  to  local  ex- 
citementa  and  local  ^^udices.  To  that  tribwuil  our 
ntuens  cm  a^ieil  wrth  iafoljr  and  irith  confiAcnM^  (m 


long  as  the  35th  section  of  the  judicial  act  shall  remain 
upon  the  statute  book)  whenever  they  conrider  that  their 
rights  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  have  been  violated  by  a  SUte  court.  Betfdes, 
should  tills  section  be  repealed,  it  would  produce  a  detdal 
of  equal  justice  to  parties  drawing  in  question  the  consti- 
tution, laws,  or  treaties  of  tbe  United  States.'  In  civil 
actions,  the  plaintiff  might  then  bring  his  action  in  a  fede- 
ral of  State  court,  as  he  pleased,  and  as  he  thought  he 
should  be  most  likely  to  succeedf  whilst  the  defendant 
would  have  no  option,  but  must  alndc  the  coniequeiieea 
w'thout  Ae  power  of  removing  tiw  cause  fltm  aState  into 
a  federal  court,  except  in  the  single  case  of  his  being  sued 
out  of  the  district  in  which  he  resides)  and  this,  ahhongli 
lie  might  bave  a  conclunve  defence  under  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  tbe  United  States. 

Anotherreason  for  preservii^  this  section  Is,  that,  with- 
out'it,  there  would  be  no  uniformity  in  the  construction 
and  administration  of  the  constitution,  laws,  and  treaties 
of  the  United  States.  If  the  courts  of  twentjr-four^stinct, 
sovereign  States,  each  possess  the  power,  in  the  hat  re- 
sort, of  deciding  upon  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  their  construction  may  be  different  in  every 
State  of  the  Union.  That  act  of  Congress  which  conforms 
to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  is  valid,  in 
the  opinion  the  Stipreme  Court  of  Georgia  may  be  a 
direct  violation  of  the  ptovWona  of  that  instrument,  and 
be  void,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Soutti 
Carolina.  A  State  law  in  Yir^nia  might  in  this  manner 
be  declared  constitutional,  whilst  tbe  same  lav,  if  passed 
by  the  Lenslature  of  Pennsylvania,'  would  be  void.  Nay, 
what  woald  be  still  more  absurd,  a  law  or  trea^  of  tbe 
United  States  with  a  foreign  nation,  admifted  to  be  eon* 
stitutionally  made,  might  secure  ri^ts  to  the  citizens  of 
one  State,  which  would  be  denied  to  those  of  another. 
Altfaougfa  the  same  constitution  and  laws  govern  the  Union, 
yet  the  rights  acquired  under  Aem  would  va^  witk 
every  degree  of  latitude.  Surely  the  feuDcrs  of  the  con- 
stitution would  have  left  thefr  work  Incomplete,  had  dwy 
established  no  common  tribunal  %o  decide  its  own  con- 
struction, and  that  of  the  laws  and  treaties  made  under  its 
authority.  They  are  not  liable  to  this  charge,  because 
Uinr  have  given  express  power  -to  the  JwUcaary  at  the 
Umon  over  *'  all  oases,  in  law  and  eqtdty,  ariring  undw 
this  constitution,  Ihe  laws  of  the  United  States,  ud  trea- 
ties made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  their  authori^.** 

llie  first  Congress  of  the  United  States  bave,  to  a  oon- 
riderable  extent,  carried  this  power  into  execution  by  the 
passa^  of  the  judicial  act,  and  it  contains  no  provirion 
more  important  than  the  35th  sectitm. 

This  section  oi^t  not  to  be  repealed,  because,  in  the 
opinicMiofdK  ndiwri^oftlMeomiidtteeon^JadidHy, 
its  repeal  woidd  seriouriy  endai^;«r  the  exiitenee  ^  tnfe 
Union.  The  chief  tftil  which  eusted  under  the  old  eon* 
federation,  and  which  gave  birth  to  the  presMt  constttu- 
tion,  was,  that  the  General  Government  could  not  act  di- 
rectly upcRi  the  people,  but  only  by  requisition  upon  so> 
vereign  States.  The  consequence  was,  that  the  Statea 
other  obeyed  or  disobeyed  these  reqiiisittons,  as  tikcy 
thoi^t  proper.  The  present  constitution  was  intendea 
to  ensble  die  Govermneitt  of  the  United  States  to  aot  iM- 
mediately  upon  the  people  of  the  Slates,  and  to  oarrr  its 
own  laws  into  fiiU  cxeeation,  by  virtue  of  its  own  auttuni- 
ty.  if  tius  section  were  repealed,  the  Cienend  Govern, 
ment  would  be  deprived  of  the  power,  by  means  of  its  owm 
judiciary,  to  give  effect  either  to  the  constitution  whioh 
called  it  into  existence,  or  to  tiw  laws  and  treaties  lude  nn* 
der  its  authority.  It  would  he  eomp^ed  to  lubiBit^  In 
many  important  oases,  tottedeoi^aiiaof  BtstcoeoHstand 
thus  the  very  evil  which  the  present  constitution  was  in. 
tended  to  prevent  would  be  entidled  upon  the  peophk 
Hie  juAdary  of  the  Statsa  nib;ht  roAise  to  vAry  into  edt 
ftotthekn«ft)wViMBt»tni  urtVWiMitlhntipr**! 
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to  the  Supreme  Court  vhicb  the  2$tli  Motion  authorizes, 
theie  laws  would  thus  be  entirely  annulled,  and  could  not 
be  executed  without  a  resort  to  force. 

T\A»  position  rnnjr  be  ilUiatnted  by  a  few  striking  ex- 
amples. Snppose  the  Ijcgislitture  of  one  of  the  States, 
believing  the  tarifT  laws  to  be  unconstitutional*  shoukl  de- 
termine that  they  ougbt  not  to  be  executed  within  its  lim- 
its. They  accordingly  pus  a  law,  imposing  the  severest 
penalties  upon  the  collector  and  other  custom-house  oSt- 
cera  of  tbe  Uiuted  States  wilhin  their  territory-,  if  they 
stiould  coUe^  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  fbragn  roer- 
dian^ie.  The  collector  proceeds  to  dtschargv  die  duties 
of  lus  office  under  the  laws  the  Uiuted  States^  and  he  is 
condemned  and  punished  before  a  State  court  ftxe  violating 
this  State  law.  Repeal  this  section,  and  the  decision  of 
the  State  court  would  be  final  and  conclunve;  and  any 
St^e  could  thus  nullify  any  act  of  Congress  whi^  she 
deemed  to  be  unconstitutional. 

The  Executive  of  one  of  tlie  States,  in  a  message  to  the 
Lepslalurea  has  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  tbe  land 
banging  to  the  Uiuted  States  within  ner  territory  is  now 
the  property  of  the  State,  by  virtue  of  her  sovereign  au- 
thonty.  Should  the  Legislature  be  of  the  same  opinion, 
and  pass  a  law  for  the  pimishment  of  the  land  officers  of 
the  United  States  who  mould  sell  any  of  the  public  lands 
witUn  her  Unuts*  this  transfer  of  proper^  mi^t  be  virtu- 
ftUy  aeoomidished  by  the  repeal  of  the  35 th  section  of  the 
judicial  act.  Our  land  officers  nug^t  then  be  sererely 
puniibed,  and  thus  prohibited  by  the  courts  of  that  State 
nom  perForming  their  duty  under  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
without  the  possibility  of  redress  in  any  constitutional  or 
legal  form.  In  this  manner,  the  title  of  the  United  States 
to  a  vast  domwn,  which  has  cost  the  nation  many  millions, 
and  which  justly  belongs  to  the  people  of  the  several 
States,  would  be  defeated  or  greatly  impured. 

Another  iUustntion  mif^t  be  introduced.  Suppoae  tbe 
Legislature  of  Fennmrh'ania,  being  opinion  that  the 
idwrtcrof  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ts  unconstitutional, 
were  to  declare  it  to  be  a  nuisance,  and  inflict  penalties 
upon  all  its  officers  for  making  discounts  or  receiving  de- 
posites.  Should  the  courts  of  that  State  carry  such  a  law 
into  effect,  without  the  3jth  section  tliere  would  be  no 
I4>peal  from  their  decision ;  and  the  Legislature  and  courts 
Masingle  State  might  thus  prostrate  an  instituticm  estab- 
lished mider  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

.  In  all  such  cases,  redress  can  now  be  peaceably  obtain- 
ed in  the  ordinary  administration  of  justice.  A  writ  of 
error  issues  from  the  Supreme  Court,  which  finally  decides 
the  question  whether  the  set  of  Congress  was  constitution- 
tX  or  nott  and  if  they  d^emune  in  the  affirmative,  the 
JttdgBttitt  of  th«  State  court  w  vcTeraed.  The  laws  sre 
thus  substituted  iMtcad  of  sirns,  and  the  States  kept  within 
their  proper  orbits  by  the  judi<Nal  auUiority.  But  if  no 
such  appeal  existed,  then,  upon  tbe  occurrence  of  cases 
i)f  this  character,  the  General  Government  would  be  oom- 
^lled  to  detetmine  whether  the  Union  should  be  dissolv- 
ed, or  whether  there  should  be  a  recuirence  to  force — an 
awful  alternative,  which  we  trust  may  never  be  presented. 
We  will  not  attMnpt-  ftirther  to  portrsy  tbe  evils  which 
might  Mtult  from  ue  abandonment  of  the  present  judicial 
system.  Th^  witt  tlrike  every  reflecting  mind. 
.  It  has  of  htte  years  been  contended,  that  this  section  of 
the  judidal  act  was  unconstitutiunsl,  and  that  Congress  do 
pot  possess  the  power  of  investing  the  Supreme  Court  with 
14lpeUato  jurisdiction  in  any  case  which  has  been  finally 
decided  in  the  courts  of  Uie  States.  It  has  also  been  con- 
tended, that,  even  if  thej  do  peaaeas  this  power,  it.  does 
extend  tw  cases  in  whieh  a  Stsite  is  a  party.  On  ^ 
bnnch  of  the  question,  we  would  refer  the  House  to  the 
yefv  able  »nd  oonciuaiTe  argvnent  of  the  Supreme  Court 
afttie  United  SttAH^bi  the  flNMi«f  Martin  sa.  Hontert 


Virginia,  (6  Wheaton,  264,)  by  which  the  affinaative  of 
thesepropontionsisclearlyestaolished.  It  may  he  proper, 
however,  tiiat  we  should  make  a  lew  obaervatiow  upon 
tbia  part  of  tbe  question.  Those  who  have  argscd  in  &var 
of  these  portions,  assert  that  tbe  general  words  of  the 
constitution,  extending  tbe  judicial  power  of  the  Unioa 
"  to  all  cases,  in  law  and  equity,"  atning  under  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States,  oug^t,  by  construc- 
tion, to  be  restricted  to  aucb  cases,  in  law  aiid  equity,  as 
may  ori^nate  in  the  courts  of  the  Union.  They  woald 
thus  establish  a  limitation  at  war  with  the  fetter,  and,  in 
our  opinion,  equally  at  wtr  with  the  sfnrit  the  instni* 
ment.  Had  such  been  the  intention  of  the  framers  tiS  tbe 
constitution,  they  well  knew  in  what  language  to  express 
that  intention.  Had  it  been  their  purpose  to  restrict  tbe 
meaning  of  the  general  language  whifjt  tliey  had  used  in 
the  first  clause  of  the  section,  they  could  have  done  so 
with  much  proprie^  u  the  second.  This  cIsuk^  aAer 
providinif  "  that,  in  all  cases  affecting  amhaiissder%  other 
public  onnisters,  and  consuls,  and  ihose  in  wlueh  a  State 
shall  be  a  party,  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  oiiginal 
jurisdiction,"  proceeds  to  declare  **  tlia^  in  all  the  other 
cases  before  mentioned,  tbe  Supreme  Court  shall  have  ap- 
pellate jurisdiction,  both  as  to  law  and  fact,  with  such  ex- 
ceptions, and  under  such  rcgtdations,  as  the  Congress 
shall  make."  On  the  stippontion  contended  for,  it  is 
wholly  nnaccounUd>le  that  me  ftamers  of  the  euwtihitiaB 
^d  not  limit  tbe  naturatefiect  of  thewords  used  in  die  first 
clause,  by  making  the  second  to  read  "that,  in  dl  tiie 
other  cases  before  mentioned,"  ariang  in  tbe  inferior  courts 
of  tbe  United  SUtes,  '*  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  ap- 
pellate jurisdiction."  But  no  such  restriction  exists;  and, 
from  the  fiur  import  of  tiie  words  used  in  both  Causes, 
the  Supreme  Court  possess  the  power  of  finally  deoAi^ 
"  all  cases,  in  law  and  equity,"  arinng  under  the  coswdta- 
tion,  the  laws,  and  the  treatiea  of  the  Uiuted  Strntrs.  no 
matter  whether  tb^  may  have  originated  in  a  fedexal  or 
in  a  State  court,  vid  no  matter  whether  States  or  in- 
dividuals  be  the  parties. 

But  it  is  not  our  intention  to  enter  into  a  protracted  con- 
stitutional argument  upon  the  present  occason,  because 
this  queMion  has  long  since  been  put  rest,  if  any  con- 
stitutional question  can  ever  be  ctmaidered  as  setded  in 
this  coiintt;y.  Hie  Federalist,  whid  is  now  conudercda 
text-book  in  regard  to  tiie  constructton  of  the  consDtutkn, 
and  deservedly  so,  as  well  from  the  great  merit  of  tbe 
work,  as  the  high  character  of  its  authors,  is  clear  and  ex- 
plicit on  this  subject.  After  reasoning  upon  it  at  some 
lenji^,  the  author  of  the  S3d  number  of  that  production 
arrives  at  the  following  conclusion:  <*  To  connne,  dtere- 
fore,  the  general  e^rewons  whidi  gave  appHlate  juris- 
diction to  tile  Suprtme-Court  to  ^pnf^  frnn  the  subttf- 
dinate  f^derd  courts,  instead  of  uknring  the^  cstensioa 
to  tiie  State  courts,  would  be  to  abridge  the  bfitade  of 
the  terms,  in  subversion  of -tiie  hrtent,  ooirtzwy  to  every 
sound  rule  of  interpretation." 

Hie  Federalist,  it  will  be  rectdlected,  was  written  be- 
tween the  formation  of  the  censthution  and  its  adoptitm  by 
the  States;.  Immediately  after  its  adoption,  Congrew,  by 
pasring  the  35th  section  of  the  judK^at  act,  now  eou^t  ta 
be  rcfMaled,  fulty  confirmed  this  eonstra^tion.  lins  ap- 
pellate Jnrisifiction  has  ever  since  been  exerdaed  fay  the 
Snpreme  Court  in  a  great  variety  of  cases;  and  wc  are 
not  aware  tiiat  the  constitutionklit;jr  of  ita  exercise  has  ever 
been  qnestioned  by  the  decision  ot  any  State  court,  except 
in  a  single  instance,  wbidi  did  not  occur  until  the  yeas 
1815.  And  even  in  that  case,  (Hunter  t*.  Fairfcx,]  the 
judgment  of  the  Snpreme'  Canrt  waa  eanicd  into  effect 
accordiiw  to  the  existing  law,  vodKMit  Cfidni^erff^  tbe 
peace  ofihe  country. 

The  last  topic  to  which  we  would  advert  ia,  the  cImb 
which  has  been  Mt  up  to«KMqit  the  iodgiseNts  obteined 


)Mn^(Ut  WfeMMn»3H)«ad  0«Imiii«»;  the  SCitooflhiy  th«<8MMaf  tfaii  Unioh,  heftn  flieir  o«n  mrti^ 
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dril  and  crimioftl  stiits,  prosecuted  in  their  nune,  from 
h^ng  renewed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  SUtes 
upon  A  writ  of  error.  Mucti  stress  has  been  hud  by  those 
wtw  sustain  this  claim,  upon  the  general  proposition  that 
a  sovereign  independent  State  cannot  be  sued,  except  by 
iti  own  consent  But  does  this  propoution  apply,  in  its 
extent,  to  the  States  of  this  Umon?  Hiat  is  the  question 
for  diKoaaion.  .... 

We  hare  in  this  country  an  autiumfy  much  hirber  uiau 
tint  of  sovereign  States.  It  is  the  authority  of  the  sov- 
ereign people  of  each  State.  In  their  State  conventions 
they  ratified  the  constitution  of  the  United  States}  and  so 
'  far  as  that  constitution  has  deprived  the  States  of  any  of 
the  attributes  of  sovereignty,  they  are  bound  by  it,  because 
such  was  the  will  of  the  people.  The  constitution,  thus  call- 
ed into  existence  by  the  will  of  the  people  oi  the  sevend 
SUtes,  has  declared  itqelf,  and  the  laws  and  treaties  which 
should  emanate  from  its  authoritj;,  to  be  <'th«  supreme 
law  ofthe  land{"  and  Ae  judges  in  every  State  shall  be 
bound  thereby,  any  thing  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of 
any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstancUng. 

Why,  then,  should  a  State,  who  has  obtained  a  judg. 
ment  in  her  own  courts  wainst  an  individual,  in  violation 
of  this  "  supreme  law  of  the  hnd,"  be  protected  from 
faanng  her  judgment  reversed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  Uiuted  States?  Is  there  any  reason,  either  in  the  con- 
■titution  or  in  natural  justice,  wliy  judgments  obtwned  by 
a  State  in  her  own  coiwts  should  be  held  sacred,  notwith- 
standing they  violated  the  constitution  and  Uws  of  tiie 
Union,  which  would  not  apply,  at  least  with  equal  force, 
in  ftvor  of  individual  plaintiffs?  The  constitution  subjects 
to  the  review  of  the  Supreme  Court  all  cafca  in  law  or 
equity  arinng  under  itself,  or  the  laws  of  the  Union.  It 
excepts  no  case  bearing  this  character.  Whether  the 
par^  be  a  SUte  or  an  individual,  all  must  alike  bow  to  the 
Mvereign  will  of  the  people,  expressed  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

In  suits  brought  by  a  State  agwnst  an  individual  m  her 
own  courts,  there  is  much  greater  (Isi^r  of  impression, 
conuderii^  the  relative  power  and  influence  of  the  par- 
ties,  than  there  would  be  in  controvernes  between  indi- 
Tiduals.    And  we  these  to  be  Uie  only  cases  selected,  in 
which  the  (utizen  shall  not  be  permitted  to  protect  him- 
self by  the  constitution  and  hiwa  of  the  Union  before  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States'  -  Is  it  imt  sufficient 
that,  under  the  constitution,  the  SUtes  cannot  be  sued  as 
defendants,  without  adding  to  this,  by  a  strained  and  un- 
natural  construction,  the  additional  privileM  that  the 
judj^enU  which  they  may  obtain  as  plaintiffs  or  prose- 
cutors before  their  own  courts,  whether  right  or  wrong, 
■hall  in  all  cases  be  irreversible? 

We  will  not  repeat  the  considerations  which  have  been 
already  urged  to  prove,  that,  unless  this  provi«on  of  the 
constitution  applies  to  the  SUtes,  the  rights  of  individuals 
will  be  sacrificed,  all  unifonmty  of  decision  abandoned, 
and  each  one  of  tlie  Sutes  will  have  it  in  her  power  to 
set  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  at  de- 
fiance. 

The  eleventh  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  SUtes  interferes  in  no  respect  with  the  principles 
for  which  we  have  contended.    It  is  in  these  words: 

The  judicial  power  of  tl>e  United  States  riiall  not  be 
construed  to  extend  to  «iy  suit,  in  Uw  or  eqiuty,  com- 
meriCed  or  prosecuted  against  one  of  the  United  SUtes  by 
citiaeiw  uf  another  SUte,  or  by  citizens  or  subjecU  of  any 
ibreign  State."  ■ 

Chief  Justice  Marshall,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the 
court  in  the  case  of  C<*ens  t».  Virginia,  has  given  so 
clear,  auid,  in  our  opinion,  so  correct  an  expowtion  of  the 
true  construction  ofthe  amendment,  that  we  shall,  in  con- 
clusion, prewint  to  the  House  a  few  extracU  from  tliat 
opinion,  instead  of  any  argument  of  our  own.  He 
that   **  the  Bnt  impremni  mtde  on  the  nind  by  this 


amendment  is,  that  it  was  intended  for  those  cases,  and. 
for  those  onl^,  in  which  some  demand  against  a  State  b 
made  by  an  individual  in  the  courts  of  the  Uiuon.  If  we 
conuder  the  causes  to  which  it  is  to  be  traced,  we  are  con- 
ducted to  the  same  conclusion.  A  general  interest  might 
well  be  felt,  in  leaving  to  a  SUte  the  full  power  of  con- 
sulting its  convenience  in  the  adjustment  of  iU  debts,  or 
of  other  chums  upon  it;  but  no  interest  could  be  felt  in 
so  changing  the  relation  between  the  whole  and  its  parts, 
a<  to  strip  the  Goremraent'of  the  means  of  protecting, 
by  the  instrumentality  of  iU  courts,  the  constitution  and 
laws  from  active  TO^tion.  The  words  of  Uieamendment 
appear  to  the  court  to  justify  and  require  this  construc- 
tion. 

*'  To  ctRnmence  a  suit,  is  to  demand  something  bv  the 
institution  of  procesrin  a  court  of  justice;  and  to  p'rose- 
cttte  the  suit,  ts,  according  to  the  common  accepUtion  <^ 
langua^,  to  continue  that  demand.  By  a  suit  commenced 
by  an  intUvidual  against  a  SUte,  we  should  undentand  a 
process  sued  out  by  that  individual  a^inst  the  SUte,  for 
the  purpose  of  esublishing  some  claim  against  il  by  the 
judgment  of  a  court;  and  the  prosecution  of  tliat  suit  Is 
lU  continuance.  Whatever  may  be  the  stages  of  its  pro- 
gress, the  actor  is  still  the  same.  SuiU  had  been  com- 
menced in  the  Supreme  Court  agi^nst  some  of  the  Sutes 
before  the  amendment  was  introduced  hito  Congress,  and 
others  might  be  commenced  before  it  should  be  adopted^ 
by  the  SUte  legislatures,  and  might  be  depending  at  the 
time  of  iU  adoption.  The  object  of  the  amendment  was 
not  only  to  prevent  the  commencement  of  future  suits, 
but  to  airest  the  prosecution  of  those  wluch  might  be 
commenced  when  this  article  should  form  a  part  of  the 
constitution.  It  therefore  embraces  both  objects;  and 
iU  meaning  'i%  that  the  judicial  power  shall  not  he  con- 
strued to  extend  to  any  suit  which  may  be  commenced, 
or  which,  if  already  commenced,  may  be  prosecuted 
against  a  State,  by  the  citizens  of  another  SUte.  If  a 
suit,  brought  in  one  court,  and  carried  by  legal  process  to 
a  supervising  court,  he  a  continuation  of  the  same  suit, 
then  this  suit  is  not  commenced  nor  prosecuted  against  a 
SUte.  It  is  clearly,  in  ite  commencement,  tiie  suit  of  a 
SUte  against  an  individual,  which  suit  H  transferred  to 
tliis  court,  not  for  the  purpose  of  asserting  any  claim 
against  the  Stnte,  but  for  the  purpose  of  asserting  a  ccm- 
stitutional  defence  a^inst  a  claim  made  b^  a  SUte. 

"  Under  the  judiciary  act,  the  efl'ect  of  a  writ  of  error 
is  simply  to  bring  the  record  into  court,  and  submit  the 
judgment  of  the  inferior  tribunal  to  rC'examination.  It 
(Iocs  not,  in  any  manner,  act  upon  the  parties;  it  acU  only 
on  the  record.  It  removes  the  record  into  the  supervis- 
ing tribunri.  IVhcre,  then,  a  State  obtunS  a  judgment 
against  an  individual,  and  the  court  rendering  such  judg- 
ment overrules  a  defence  setup  under  the  constitution,  or 
laws  of  the  United  SUtes,  tlie  transfer  of  tltis  record  into 
tlie  Supreme  Court,  for  tiie  sole  purpose  of  inquiring 
wheUier  (lie  judgment  violates  the  constitution  or  laws  of 
the  United  Slate?,  can,  with  nojUYtpriety,  we  think,  he  de- 
nominated a  suit  commenced  or  prosecuted  agunst  tiie 
State,  whose  judgment  is  so  &r  re-examined.  Kothii^  is 
demanded  from  the  SUte.  No  claim  against  it,  of  any 
description,  is  asserted  or  prosecuted.  The  party  is  not 
to  be  restored  to  the  possession  of  any  thing.  Essential- 
ly,  it  is  an  appeal  on  a  single  point;  and  the  defendant 
who  appeals  from  a  judgment  rendered  against  him,  ii 
never  said  to  commence  or  prosecute  a  suit  against  the 
plMntiff,  who  has  obuined  nie  judgment.  The  writ  of 
error  is  given  rather  than  an  appeal,  l)ecatise  it  is  the  more 
usual  mode  of  removing  suiU  at  common  taw;  and  be- 
cause, perhaps,  it  is  more  technically  proper,  where  a 
single  point  of  law,  and  not  the  whole  case,  is  to  be  re- 
examined. But  an  appeal  might  be  given,  and  might  be 
so  regulated,  as  to  efTect  every  purpose  of  a  writ  of  error. 
The  mode  of  remoriil  ia  form,  not  subsUnce.  M'hether 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ixxxvi 


APPENDIX— To  GaUs  £f  SeatonU  Regi9ter. 


21at  Govs.  3d  Sirs.] 


IHalributicn  of  Surphu  I\indt. 


it  be  b;  writ  of  error  or  appeal,  no  claim  is  asserted,  no 
demand  is  made  by  the  original  defendant;  Ite  only  asserts 
tile  eonsdtational  right  to  nare  his  defisnce  ezandned  bjr 
that  tribunal  whose  province  it  is  to  construe  the  cfmsb- 
tution  and  bws  of  the  Union. 

"  The  only  part  of  the  procee<Ung  which  is  in  any  man- 
ner  personal,  is  the  citation.  And  what  ia  the  citation? 
It  is  simply  notice  to  the  opponte  party  that  the  record  is 
transfeired  into  another  court,  where  he  may  appear,  or 
decUne  to  appear,  as  his  judgment  or  incUnatton  ma^  de- 
termine. Astheparty  wnohas  obtained  a  judgment  is  out 
<^  court,  and  may,  therefore,  not  know  that  his  cause  is 
removed,  common  justice  requires  tliat  notiee  of  the  bet 
should  be  given  hltn;  but  this  notice  is  not  a  suit,  nor  has 
it  the  effect  of  process.  If  tbe  party  does  not  choose  to 
appear,  he  cannot  be  brought  into  court,  nor  is  his  failure 
to  appear  considered  as  a  default.  Judgment  cannot  be 
given  against  him  for  lua  nonappearance)  but  the  judg- 
ment is  to  be  re-examined,  and  reversed  or  affirmed,  m 
Ufce  manner  as  if  the  party  had  appeared  and  argued  his 
cause. 

*•  The  pmnt  of  view  in  which  this  writ  of  error,  with 
its  citation,  has  been  considered  uniformly  in  the  courts  of 
the  Union,  has  been  well  illustrated  by  a  reference  to  the 
course  of  this  court  in  suits  instituted  by  the  United  States. 
Tlie  universally  received  opinion  is,  that  no  siut  can  be 
commenced  or  prosecuted  against  the  United  Statesi  that 
the  judiciary  act  does  not  autiiorize  such  suitst  yet  writs 
of  error,  accompanied  with  citations,  have  uniformly  is- 
sued for  the  removal  of  judgments  in  favor  of  the  United 
States  into  a  superior  court,  where  they  have,  like  those 
in  favor  of  an  individual,  been  re-examined,  and  affirmed 
or  reversed.  It  has  never  been  su^ested  tliat  such  writ 
of  error  was  a  suit  against  the  United  States,  and  there- 
fore not  within  tbe  jurisdiction  of  the  appellate  court. 

'*  It  18,  then,  the  opinion  of  the  court,  that  the  defen- 
dant who  removes  a  judgment  rendered  against  him  by  a 
State  court  into  this  court,  for  tbe  purpose  of  re-examin- 
ing ttie  question  whether  Uiat  judgment  be  in  violation  of 
tbe  constitution  or  laws  of  the  United  States,  does  not 
commence  or  prosecute  a  suit  against  tbe  Stale,  whatever 
may  be  its  opinion,  where  tbe  effect  of  the  writ  may  be 
to  restore  the  party  to  the  possession  (tf  a  thing  wUcu  he 
demands. " 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  BUCHANAN, 
WM.  W.  ELLSWORTH, 
B.  D.  WHITE. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  SURPLUS  FUNDS. 

Hovss  or  RanxsiHTATiTxa,  Jjutoaax  3B,  1831. 

Mr.  Polk,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  refer- 
red so  much  of  the  President's  messsge  as  relates  to  the 
*'  distribution  of  the  surplus  funds  which  may  at  any 
time  remain  in  the  Treasury  afler  the  national  debt  shall 
have  been  pud,  among  the  States,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  their  representativee,  to  be  applied  by  them 
to  objects  of  internal  improvement,"  have  bad  the  sub- 
ject under  conndention,  and  submit  tbe  foDowing  re- 
port: 

The  proportion  to  distribute  the  surplus  revenue  among 
the  States  for  pui-poses  of  internal  improvement,  submit- 
ted b^  the  Executive  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  is 
■0  intimately  connected  with  the  whole  subject  of  internal 
improvement,  in  whatever  form,  or  with  whatever  roodi- 
ficktions,  power  over  the  subject  has  been  heretofore  at- 
tempted to  be  exercised  by  the  Federal  Government,  tliat 
a  comparutive  view  of  the  whole  subject,  as  well  of  tlie 
objections  to  each  mode  as  heretofore  attempted  to  be! 
practised  on,  as  to  the  plan  ptopoied,  aqd  of  the  advui-] 


tages  of  each,  is  beheved  to  fall  within  tbe  scope  of  ttie 
appropriate  duties  <^  the  committer  and  »  indispenmUe 
to  a  full  developement  of  the  reaams  wluch  have  induced 
them  to  come  to  the  cimclusions  at  which  they  have  anritd. 

They  propose,  therefore,  as  briefly  a£  they  can,  to  ex- 
amine these  \-ariouB  modes,  as  well  in  regard  to  tlieir  eov 
stitutlonality  as  to  their  expediency,  for  the  purpose  of 
b«ng  enabled  to  present  more  distinctly  and  cletrly  tbe 
views  vhich  Utty  entertHo  upon  the  pulieiilar  propoo- 
tion  aubmnted  by  the  Prendent,  and  wwmA  to  tMrcoB- 
sideration  by  tbe  House. 

Before  they  do  so,  however,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
state,  that  they  fully  concur  witli  the  PresideDt  in  reccm- 
mencbn?,  for  the  present,  *■  a  ri^d  apphcstion  of  thst  por- 
don  of  the  public  funds  which  nught  otherwise  be  ^pfied 
to  different  objects,  to  that  higliest  of  all  our  obligations, 
tlie  payment  <m  tbe  public  debt;"  and  that,  until  the  debt 
•hall  be  finally  extinguished,  no  money  should  be  appro- 

Criated  from  the  Treasury,  to  be  ^iplied  eitber  directly 
y  the  United  States  to  objects  of  internal  tmproremni^ 
or  to  be  distributed  among  the  Slates,  to  be  applied  by 
them  to  such  objects. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state,  abo,  that,  when  the  debt 
shall  Itave  been  paid  off,  they  are  of  opimon  that  the  taxes 
should  be  either  wholly  repealed  or  greatty  reduced  upon 
many  articles,  espedally  upon  audi  as  are  not  produced 
in  tile  United  States,  or,  if^  produced,  but  to  a  Mn^ted  ex- 
tent; and  upon  such  as  may  be  coniidered  necessaries  of 
life,  consumed  by  the  poor  as  well  as  by  the  rich,  and  tbe 
duties  on  which  impose  onerous  burthens  on  all  clsssea. 

These  preUminsry  considerations^  wluch  the  committee 
have  deemed  it  proper  to  state  in  this  filace,  will  be  noK 
fully  noticed  in  a  iiUMequent  part  of  tiua  report. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  ezeraae  a  power  on  the 
part  of  tne  Federal  Govmuneot  over  id»jects  of  iotensl 
improvement  in  tiiree  modes: 

ist.  To  construct  works  of  internal  improvement  witfaia 
the  himts  of  tbe  States,  assuming  jurisdiction  over  the  ter- 
ritory which  they  occupy,  with  a  power  to  preserve  tben 
when  constructed,  and  to  punish  ofienccs  CMDimttcd  so 
them. 

3d.  **  To  appropriate  money  from  the  oationnltTcasnty, 
in  aid  of  such  works  when  undertaken  by  State  authoritf, 
surrendering  the  claim  of  jurisdiction  {*'  and, 

3d.  To  ud  in  tbe  construction  of  such  wwka  by  **  si^ 
scribing  to  tbe  stock  of  private  avoeitfieni^  or  incorpo- 
rated companies. 

On  a  question  so  often  and  so  ably  discussed  as  that  of 
the  constitutional  power  of  tiie  General  Uovemmcnt  to 
construct  or  ud  in  the  coostruetion  of  works  of  intetasl 
improvement  within  tbe  linuts  of  the  Slater  inany^tiicse 
modes,  the  committee  do  not  prc^se  to  malu  an  extend- 
ed argument,  but  simply  to  state  the  print^^ea  and  autho- 
rities on  which  they  rest  their  opinion. 

In  Mr.  Madison's  celebrated  repoK  of  December,  1799^ 
(a  production  believed  to  contain  the  soundest  cxpootiaB 
of  the  true  principles  of  the  Federal  Govemnient  extant) 
a  rule  is  lud  down,  which  the  committee  adopt  as  a  sDusd 
one,  by  which  to  deternune  whether  a  given  power  is 
granted  by  the  constitution  or  not.  That  rule  a  tbit: 
"  Whenever  a  question  arises  concerning  tbeooiHtitutiaB- 
ality  of  a  particular  power,  the  fint  question  ia,  whether 
the  power  be  expressed  in  the  constitution.  If  it  be,  the 
question  is  decidecL  If  it  be  not  expresaed,  the  next  in- 
quiry must  be,  whether  it  is  properly  an  incident  to  an  ex> 
premed  power,  and  necessary  to  its  ezecutioii.  If  it  be, 
it  may  be  exertnsed  by  Congress.  If  it  be  not.  Congress 
cannot  exercise  it."  Let,  tiiea,  the  power  dumed  be 
tested  by  this  rule.  It  is  not  pretended  that  the  power  to 
nuke  roads  and  canals  is  to  be  "  found  among  tbe  powcn 
acprttily  vested  in  tlie  Congress."  If^  then,  it  is  notfiMiad 
amoi^  the  powers  expressed  in  the  constitutioo,  **  is  it  pio- 
perly  an  ineidMit  to  an  e^ren  power,  and  necoity  to 
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ita  execution?"  Is  it  an  incidental  power,  wilhoat  tlie  ud 
of  which  any  of  the  express  powers  cannot  be  executed. 
Incidental  powers  are  confined  in  the  constitution  to  the 
author!^  "to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessar|r  and 
proper  for  carrying  into  execution"  the  enumerated  pow< 
erst  but  under  this  power  it  cannot  be  claimed  to  do  any 
thing  which,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  might  indirectly 
lend  or  remotely  leai  to  such  a  result.  A  power,  to  be 
incidental,  must  not  be  exercised  for  ends  which  make  it 
a  principal  or  substantive  power,  independeiifof  the  prin- 
cipal power  to  which  it  is  an  incident.  To  be  an  incident 
toB  principal  expressed  power,  " necessoru  and /miper"  to 
the  execution  of  that  prtncipa]  expressed  pown*,  it  must 
he  " aeeeuorial  u\A  tuhor£nate  to,**  mA  "t^'misfy  fioiu 
fnm"  that  expressed  power.  It  must  be  a  power  "  ap- 
peiaimng  to  or  following  another,  as  more  worthy  ovprm- 
a'pal."  It  must  be  "derivative,  notprimary  and  inaepen- 
deni."  By  applying  these  rules  of  construction  to  the 
constitution,  the  committee  came  irresistibly  to  the  con- 
clusion, thai  the  incidental  power  to  make  roads  and  ca- 
nals is  not  necessary  to  the  execution  of  any  of  the  granted 
or  express  powers;  that  each  of  them  may  be  earned  into 
full  effect  without  the  wd  of  such  an  ineidentt  and  that, 
therefore,  ifassumcd,  it  must  be  as  a  principal  or  substan- 
tive and  distinct  power  of  itself,  no  where  to  be  found 
among  the  enumerated  powers  of  tile  constitution;  and  that 
it  results,  therefore,  that  no  such  power  exists. 

As  the  Federal  Government  possessea.no  other  powers 
than  those  specllieBlIy  granted  to  it  by  the  constitution, 
and  as  by  the  tenth  amendment  of  the  constitution,  '*  the 
powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  consti- 
tution, nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to 
the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people,"  those  who  af- 
firm the  existence  of  any  particular  power,  whether  ex- 
|)ress  or  implied,  must  produce  the  constitutional  autlio- 
ritf  under  which  it  is  claimed*  and  that  authority  should 
be  so  clear  as  to  leave  no  reasonable  doubt  of  the  ftct  of 
its  existence,  before  its  exercise  can  be  justified^  for  the 
committee  lay  it  down  as  a  sound  rule  of  legislative  action, 
that,  in  all  cases  of  well  fotinded  constitutional  doubt,  it 
is  saf(!st  and  wisest  for  all  the  functionaries  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  abstain  from  exercising  the  doubtful  power.  By 
acting  affirmatively,  they  would  assume  the  exercise  of  a 
doubtful  power,  which  may  not  exot,  and  ma^  thereby 
exceed  their  authority,  and  prodnce  an  infraction  of  the 
constitution.    Have  tiie  advocates  of  the  particular  power 
in  question  produced  the  clear  and  undoubted  constitu. 
tional  authority  under  which  it  is  claimed?  They  all  claim 
it  as  an  incident  to  some  one  or  other  of  the  enumerated 
or  granted  powers,  but  have  not  been  able  to  agree  among 
themselves  to  which  of  the  granted  powers  il  is  properly 
incideiila].    It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  it  does  not  ne- 
cessarily "appertain  to"  or  "obviously  flow  from"  either 
of  them.    They  may  all  be  executed  and  carried  fully 
into  effect  without  its  aid.    That  clause  of  the  constitu- 
tion, in  regard  to  the  "genera!  welftre,"  has,  it  is  be- 
lieved,  been  very  generally  abandoned,  even  by  the 
advocates  of  the  broadest  construction  of  the  constitution, 
as  coiitaiiimg  no  cnlai^ment  of  tlie  specific  granted 
powers.    Have  those,  it  is  repeated,  who  maintain  the  ex- 
istence of  thia  power,  produced  the  clear  and  undoubted 
constitutional  authority  under  whidi  it  ia  claimed  ?  or  have 
they  not  rather,  at  the  some  time  that  they  differ  in  opinion 
witi)  each  otiier  as  regards  the  sources  from  which  it  is  to 
be  derived,  by  implication  and  forced  construction,  as- 
sumed its  exercise  withoutany  practicable  limitations,  and 
tlius  made  it  a  principal  power,  no  where  to  be  found  in 
the  constitution? 

A  construction  of  the  constitution  so  broad  as  that  by 
which  the  power  in  question  ia  defended,  tends  imper- 
=eptibly  to  a  conaolidation  of  all  power  in  a  Government 
ntended  by  its  frainera,  and  so  declared  by  the  parties  to 
tr  to  be  one  of  finuted  and  qieciRe  powers.    <*  To  conso- 


lidate the  States  into  one  sovereignty,"  says  Mr.  Madison, 
in  his  report  before  referred  to,  "nothing more  can  be 
wanted  than  to  aiipersede  their  respective  sovereignties, 
in  the  cases  reserved  to  them,  by  extending  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  United  States  to'alt  cases  of  the  'genentf 
welfare)*  Uiat  is  to  say,  to  all  cases  whatever." 

"  Tliat  the  obvious  tendency  and  inevitable  result  of  a 
consolidation  of  the  States  into  one  sovereignty  would  be 
to  transform  the  republican  system  of  the  United  States 
into  a  monarchy,  is  a  point  wliich  seems  to  have  been  suf- 
ficiant!}*  decided  by  the  general  sentiment  of  America. 
In  almost  every  insUnce  of  discuswon  relating  to  the  con- 
solidation in  question,  its  certMn  tendency  to  pave  the  way 
to  monarchy  seems  not  to  have  been  contested.  The 
prospect  of  such  a  consolidation  has  formed  the  only  topic 
of  controversy." 

To  guard,  thercfbre,  agninst  the  assumption  of  all 
powers  which  encroach  upon  the  reserved  sovereignty  of 
the  States,  snd,  consequently,  tend  to  consolidation,  isthe 
duty  of  all  the  true  friends  of  onr  political  iy«em.  The 
assumption  and  the  exercise,  by  tlie  Federal  Government, 
of  constructive  and  fttr-fetched  inddental  powers,  arc  the 
passes  through  which,  if  ever,  our  liberties  may  b«  in- 
vaded. In  a  Government  like  ours,  there  is  Jess  danger 
fVom  an  open  enemy  to  our  system,  who  unmssks  himself, 
and  boldly  avows  his  purpose,  than  from  tlie  gradual,  «- 
lent,  and  almost  imperceptible  encroachments  by  the  Fe- 
deral Government.  Our  experience  has  shown,  it  -is 
believed,  Uie  continually  manifested  propensity  of  the  de- 
partments of  the  General  Government  to  amplify  and 
strengthen  its  powers  at  the  expense  of  tlie  reserved  so- 
vereignties of  the  States.  And  who  can  doubt,  if  all  tlie 
incidental  and  constructive  powers  which  havq  at  (lifferent 
times  been  claimed,  feach  resting  on  no  worse  foundation 
than  the  one  in  question, )  had  been  assumed  and  exercised, 
that  the  whole  character  of  our  Government  would  luve 
been nidically  changed?  And  yet  each,  when  conndered 
separately  and  by  itself,  did  not  seem  likely  to  portend 
such  consequences.  The  committee  would  not,  if  they 
could,  excite  any  iiiiiust  odium  against  the  opinions  (ho- 
nestly entertained,  tney  have  no  doubt,)  of  those  who 
differ  with  them  in  regard  to  the  existence  and  tendency 
of  the  particular  power  in  question^  yet  they  must  say 
thut  the  general  course  of  reasoning  by  which  the  .power 
to  pass  the  "  alien  law,"  and  also  the  "  sedition  lav,"  was 
defended,  is  substantially  of  the  same  character  as  that 
employed  to  sustain  the  po«*er  in  question.  Let  this  be 
illustrated  according  to  the  rule  which  they  have  adopted 
as  a  sotind  one.  There  is  no  express  power  granted  in 
the  constitution  authorizing  Congress  to  pass  either-  of 
those  obnoxious  laws.  It  was  claimed  by  its  advocates  as 
a  power  incidental  to  some  of  the  granted  or  express 
powers,  "  necessary  and  proper"  to  carry  such  express 

Eowcr  into  execution.  l*he  power  to  pass  the  **  alien 
.w"  was  claimed  as  an  incident,  by  a  committee  of  Con- 
gress, in  a  report  to  the  Hoiise  of  Representatives  of 
Februarj'31,  1799,  in  the  following  terms:  "The right  of 
removing  aliens,  as  an  incident  to  the  power  of  war  and 
peace,  accordingto  the  theory  of  the  constitution,  belongs 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  SUtes."  The  power  to 
pass  the  "sedition  law"  was  clidmed  by  one  of  the  States 
[Massachusetts,]  in  her  response  to  the  Virpnia  resolti- 
tions,  in  the  following  terms;  "Whenever,  therefore,  it 
becomes  necessary  to  effect  any  of  the  objects  designated, 
it  is  perfectly  consonant  to  all  Just  rules  of  construction  - 
to  infer  that  the  iianal  means  and  powers,  necessary  to  the 
attainment  of  that  object,  are  also  granted."  Thus,  by 
construction,  the  constitutional  power  to  pass  the  "sedi- 
tion law"  was  claimed,  as  the  particular  power  now  in 
question  is,  at  an  incidental  power,  or,  vliat  is  precisely 
the  same  thing,  as  the  "  usual  meansaml  powers"  nocesaaipr 
to  the'  execution  of  some  of  the  granted  powers.  It  is 
true  tlut  the  "setlilion  bw"  was  a  palpable  violation  of 
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that  ftrticle  of  the  constitution  which  provides  tliat  "  Con- 
gress shall  make  no  law  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech 
or  of  the  preas^"  but  that  does  not  change  the  nature  of 
the  argument  by  vhicb  these  constructive  and  incidental 
powers  are  claimed;  for  it  was  gravely  maint«ned  that  the 
"sedition  law"  was  no  "abridgment  of  the  freedom  of 
speech  or  of  the  press,"  but  was  a  punidiment  inflicted 
for  the  abuse  of  this  license. 

It  is  no  part  of  the  purpo<ie  or  of  the  duty  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  this  place,  to  discuss  the  constitutionality  of  the 
"alien  and  sedition  laws."  Their  object  was  simply  to 
bring  to  tlie  notice  of  the  House  the  general  reasoning  by 
whioi  the  power  to  pass  them  was  gravely  claimed  by 
Uieir  advocates,  as  illiutratlve  of  the  danger  of  departing 
from  the  plain  sense  and  intention  of  the  constitution,  and 
resorting  to  vague  constructions  and  inferences,  on  which 
to  exercise  power.  The  moment  we  resort  to  tliese  loose 
generalities  on  which  to  found  powers,  they  become  the 
chief  or  principal  powers,  restrained  only  by  the  discre- 
tion or  acddental  will  of  Congresst  render  nugatory  all 
the  limitations  of  power  in  the  constitution;  and  make  the 
Government,  in  net,  one  of  unlimited  powers. 

There  is  no  want  of  patriotism  or  attachment  to  our  free 
institutions  among  our  citizenn;  but  the  great  misrortunc 
under  whicti  the  country  labors  on  the  subject  of  internal 
improvement  is,  the  difficulty  of  rousing  the  attention  of 
our  people  to  tlie  great  impoi-tance  of  adhering  to  the 
written  cunstitution.  The  usurpation  of  the  power  to 
pass  the  "alien  and  sedition  laws"  shocked  the  public  on 
p<Hntson  which  they  were  senutive — the  "liber^  of  the 
person,"  and  tlie  "freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  pressj" 
and  by  one  general  sentiment  it  was  arrested,  and  its  ad- 
vocates hurled  from  power.  Tlie  cause  of  the  different 
effects  upon  public  sentiment,  produced  by  the  exercise 
of  tlie  power  thus  usurped  and  promptly  arrested,  and  the 
power  now  clumetl  to  carry  on  a  system  of  improvement, 
by  means  of  roads  and  canals,  constructed  by  tne  General 
Government,  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the 
States,  is  not  that  they  are  powers  of  a  different  genus,  for 
both  are  derived  as  mcidcnts,  and  sustained  by  tlie  same 
latitudinous  mode  of  construction;  but  the  difference  is, 
that,  in  the  ktter  case,  the  usurpation  is  sweetened  and 
ren<)ered  palatatile  by  addressing  itself  to  tlic  selfish  in- 
terests of  sections;  the  promises  it  holds  out  of  individual 
benefit  and  national  prosperity  are  so  se<luct)ve  as  to 
blind  us  to  the  fiital  tendency  of  the  principles  by  which  it  is 
sustained.  Ldu^  amounts  of  the  people's  money  are  pro- 
mised to  be  expended  in  unequal  proportions,  in  particular 
sections  of  country,  and  its  recipients  are  very  naturally 
reluctant  to  turn  from  Uieir  real  or  supposed  immediate 
interests,  ami  to  examine  tlie  dry  and  abstr.ict,  but  at  the 
same  time  vital,  question — does  the  constitution  confer  up- 
on the  Government  of  the  United  States  the  power  to  tax 
the  whole  people  of  the  Union  for  mir  local  and  sectional 
advantaged  Thus,  very  mam  honestly  acquiesce  in  the 
usurpation  of  the  power,  who,  if  they  coukl  examine  it 
apart  from  the  influence  of  its  connexion  with  their  im- 
mediate interests,  would  not  only  admit  the  alarming  ten- 
dency of  the  principles  on  whicli  alone  it  can  rest,  but 
come  to  tlie  conclusion  tliat  there  was  no  constitutional 
warrant  for  its  exercise,  and  that  it  was  impwtant  to  the 
success  of  the  great  experiment  which  wc  are  making  for 
the  world,  as  to  the  capacity  of  man  for  self-^vemment, 
and  the  value  of  written  constitutions,  that  it  should  not 
be  usurped. 

The  committrre  think  that  such  an  examination,  if  the 
puldic  mind  could  be  roused  from  the  apparent  lethargy 
and  fidse  security  in  which  it  reposes,  and  induced  to  make 
it,  would  result  in  satibfylng  all  disinterested  men  of  all 
parties,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  tlie  hist  com- 
munication which  he  ever  made  on  the  subject,  (that  to 
Mr.  ItLidison,  of  December  34th,  1835,)  that  the  "right  to 
constnict  nads,  open  canals,  and  effect  other  internal  im- 


provements within  the  territory  and  jurisdictioiu  exda- 
sively  belongrng  to  the  several  States,"  "  has  mrt  been 
given  to  that  branch  [the  General  Government]  by  ibe 
constitutional  eranpact,  but  remains  to  each  State  among 
its  domestic  and  unalienated  powers,  ezerdsable  withia 
itself  and  by  its  domestic  authorities  alone ;"  and  aho  with 
him  to  "declare  to  be  most  false  and  unfounded  the  doc- 
trine, that  the  compact,  in  authorizing  its  federal  bnnch 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to 
pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfi^re  of  the  United  States,  has  given  Ibcio 
thereby  a  power  to  do  whatever  they  may  think  or  pre- 
tend would  promote  the  general  wenare,  which  cumtnie- 
tion  would  make  that  of  itself  a  complete  government 
without  limitation  of  powers;  but  that  the  plain  sense  and 
obvious  meaning  were,  that  they  might  levy  the  taxes  ne- 
cessaiv  to  provide  for  the  general  welfare,  by  the  various 
acts  of  power  theran  specified  and  delegated  to  tbem, 
and  by  no  others." 

It  Ins  been  iiised  that  this  power  mast  esit,  and  iabir^ 
ly  to  be  inferred,  because,  or  the  necessity  wfakb  Ksmed 
ror  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  at  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution,  and  from  the  supposed  fact  tiiat 
these  avenues  and  highways  are  indispensable  to  connect 
together  distant  parts,  and  bind  in  indissoluble  chains  the 
union  of  the  States.  If  sucli  artificial  ligaments  were  in- 
dispensably necessary  for  the  prosperity  of  the  country  or 
the  preservation  of  the  Union,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  tlie  constitution  would  have  contained  an  expres 
grant  of  a  power  conceived  to  be  so  important.  None  sock 
was  granted;  but,  on  the  contrary,  proportions  to  confa 
it  were  more  than  once  expressly  refused  by  the  federal 
convention  which  framed  the  constitution.    One  of  thoe 

Etroposiuons,  made  in  the  convention,  and  which  they  re- 
used to  adopt  as  a  part  of  the  constitution,  was,  to  ests- 
blidi  the  ofliceof  *  **Secrebuy  of  Domestic  Aflrain^'*aid 
to  make  it  his  duty  to  "  attend  to  matters  of  genersl  po- 
lice, the  state  of  agriculture  and  manufactures,  the  open- 
ing of  roads  and  navigations,  and  the  facilitating  connnn- 
nications  tlirough  the  United  States."  The  federal  caa- 
rcntion,  then,  baring  the  subject  expressly  before  them, 
failed  to  insert  in  the  constitution  a  grant  of  a  power  nor 
claimed  to  be  so  indispensable;  and  the  infa«nce,  then- 
fore,  is  conclusive,  that  they  intended  to  confer  no  suck 
power. 

Hie  c(Hnnnttee,  without  attempting  to  adduce  all  tbf 

arguments  or  authorities  upon  the  question,  come  to  the 
conclusion  with  the  President,  that  the  power  to  constrtict 
roads  and  canals  within  the  States  has  not  been  conferred 
by  tlic  constitution;  and  they  are  also  of  opinion,  that  the 
power  to  appropriate  money  to  ud  in  their  constroctioi^ 
although  sanctioned  to  some  extent  by  usa^,  is  of  too 
doubtnil  a  character  to  justify  its  exercise  without  a  pre- 
vious amendment  of  the  constitution.  They  agree  with 
him,  that  *'  the  successful  operation  of  the  federal  system 
can  only  be  preserved  by  confining  it  to  the  few  ami 
simple,  but  important,  objects  for  which  it  was  desgn- 
ed."  Tliey  agree  with  him,  too.  In  tbe  convictioD  "of 
the  importance  of  sustaining  the  State  soverei^ties,  » 
far  as  is  consistent  with  the  rightful  action  of  the  Federd 
Government,  and  of  preserving  the  greatest  attahuJik 
harmony  between  them;"  and  **  that  the  political  creed 
which  inculcates  the  pursuit  of  these  great  objects  ass 
paramount  duty,  is  the  true  faith,  and  cmc  to  which  we  are 
mainly  indebted  for  the  present  success  of  the  entire  sn- 
tern,  and  to  which  we  must  alone  look  for  its  future  sta- 
bility." 

The  committee  having  thus  arrived  at  the  condosMB 
that  the  power  to  prosecute  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment,  in  either  of  the  three  modes  stated,  has  not  bcea 
conferred  by  the  constitution  on  the  Federal  OovemiiKSt 
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or,  if  conferred,  is  at  least  of  too  doubtful  charActer  to 
justify  ib  cMTcise,  the  inquiry  next  oecura,  whether  the 
power  to  make  the  -proposed  distribution  of  the  surplus 
fuiidd  imong  the  States  ">f  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
Dicnt,  has  been  conferred  by  the  constitution. 

Oil  this  point  the  committee  would  remark,  that  the  ob- 
jectioiH  stated  to  the  former  seem  to  apply  with  all  their 
force  to  the  Utter.  3t  requires  no  argument  to  prove  that 
what  the  Federal  Goremment  does  not  possess  the  power 
to  do  direcUy,  it  cannot  do  indirectly.  The  committee  do 
not  iiiiflerstand  the  President,  in  his  several  messages,  as 
affirminy  the  existence  of  the  poweri  but,  after  stating- the 
insiiperable  objections  to  tlie  present  plan,  he  says,  *'  To 
avoid  these  evils,  it  appears  to  jne  that  the  most  safe,  just, 
aiidf«leral  disposition  which  could  be  made  of  the  surplus 
.  revenue,  would  be  its  apportionment  among  the  several 
States  according  to  tlieir  ratio  of  representationt  and, 
sliould  this  measure  not  be  fbund  warranted  by  the  consti- 
tution, that  it  would  be  expedient  to  propose  to  the  SUtes 
ail  amendnrent  authorizing  it.  1  regard  an  appeal  to  the 
source  of  power,  m  cases  of  real  doubt,  and  when  its  exer- 
c;se  IS  deemed  indispensahle  to  the  general  welfare,  as 
amon-  tlie  most  sacred  of  all  oor  obligations.  Upon  this 
couiury,  more  than  any  other,  has,  in  the  providence  of 
.'S  ■f"!  »P<^«'ai  fruartlianfihip  of  the  great  priin 

ciple  of  adherence  to  written  constitutions.  If  ii  fail  here, 
■11  hope  in  regard  to  it  wHl  be  extlnniisbed.  Thatthis 
VIM  intended  to  be  a  government  of  limited  and  specific, 
•ml  not  general  powers,  must  be  admitted  by  all,  a„d  it  is 

?™      ^'i/'''''"'^  character  intended  hy  its 

W  ™  ,  ^"P^"^'K«  pointe  OHtthe  necessity  of  an  en- 
Urgemeut  of  U.cse  powers,  let  us  apply  for  it  to  those  for 
»       iT'*^'  't "  t«  be  exercised,  and'not  undermine  the 
whole  sy-Jem  byatWort  to  overstrained  constructions." 
then,  tt  were  even  matter  of  dotibt.  we  should  rather 
.  an  enlargement  of  the  power  In  the  constitutional 
mole  than  assume  its  »ereiw  without  H.    The  committee 
arc,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  proposed  distribution  of 
tlie  surplus,  should  it  hereafter  be  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  adopt  tliat  pLm,  must  be  authorixed  bvan 
amendment  of  the  constitution.    On  this  point,  too,"  the 
committee  are  not  without  authority.    The  Bonus  Bit, 
rejected  by  Mp.  Madison  as  unconstitutional,  on  the  3d  of 
Mareh,  1817,  was,  in  many  respects,  analogous  in  its  pro- 
visions  to  the  proposition  now  onder  consideration.  That 
bill  appropriated,  set  apart,  and  pledged  a  fixed  ttnn  an- 
niiaihvbeing  the  Government  bank  bonus,  and  the  divi- 
<li^n<ls  on  the  Government  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stutes,  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement.    By  the 
provinons  of  that  bill,  this  annual  sum,  thus  appropriated 
^P**^*        to  be  apportioned  and  divided,  as  it 

ratio 
with 


mnually  accrued,  among  the  several  States,  in  the 

if  their  representation  in  Congress,  to  be  applied,   

,ie  assent  of  each  State,  by  the  Federal  Government,  to 
>ojccts  of  improvement  within  each  SUte.  The  proposed 
»lan  is  to  distribute  tiie  annual  surplus  for  the  same  pur- 
loses,  and  in  the  same  ratio,  but  to  be  applied  by  the 
jtRtes.  _  The  difference  between  the  two  plans  consists 
•mply  in  the  agent  to  be  employed  in  the  application  of 
le  money.  The  former  required  the  permission  of  tlie 
tate  within  whose  limits  the  improvement  was  to  be  made^ 
I  autlioiizc  the  United  States  to  apply  itj  the  latter  pro- 
fj-iea  to  give  the  money  to  the  States,  to  be  applied  by 
icm,  each  within  its  own  limits.  So  far  as  the  constitu- 
■jfi  is  supposed  to  confer  the  poivtr  to  do  either  the  one 
•  the  other,  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  the  difference,  and 
me,  in  fact,  is  believed  to  exifrt.  Assuming  that  Mr. 
aciisOQ  was  riglit  in  putting  his  veto  on  thto  Bonus  Bill, 
s  committer  conceive  that  they  are  sustained  by  the 
ri^Tit  of  his  high  authority  in  denying  to  the  Federal  Go- 
rnriicnt  the  power  in  question,  and  that  it  cannot  be 
'«.-Iy  pxcixised  without  a  previous  amendment  ofthecon- 
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The  attention  of  Mr.  Jeffenon,  too,  was  at  an  early  pe- 
riod called4o  the  subject,  in  sntieipatKm  of  an  expected 
surplus  in  the  Treasury-,  "  not  wanted  for  any  existing 
purpose;"  and,  in  bis  annualmessa^  of  December,  1806^ 
ne  submits  to  Congress  what  disposition  itmight  be  proper 
to  make  of  it;  and,  after  suggesting  as  objects  to  which  it 
might  be  beneficiidly  applied,  **  public  education,  roads, 
rivers,  canals,  and  such  otiier  objects  of  public  iniproitp> 
ment  as  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  add  to  the  constitu- 
tional  enumeration  of  federal  powen,"  he  sdd^  "I  sup- 
pose an  amendment  to  the  oonstHution,  by  eonseM  of  we 
States,  necessary,  because  the  objects  now  recommended 
are  not  among  those  enumerated  in  the  constitution,  and 
:to  which  it  permits  the  public  moneys  to  be  applied."  To 
dispose  of  the  surplus,  thereftve,  in  any  mode,  for  those 
objects,  he  supposed  an  amendmeDt  of  the  constitution 
necessary. 

If  tlie  power  to  nuke  the  proposed-distributiun  be  now 
vested  in  Congress  by  the  constitution,  the  inquiry  may 
well  be  made,  how  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
is  to  enforcie  the  fiuthful  application  of  the  funds  when  dis- 
tributed to  the  States.  A  State,  for  instance,  receives  her 
quota  in  the  general  dividend,  and  chooses  to  pot  it  into 
her  State  treasury,  and  to  spply  iti  to  objeiUa  of  im- 
provement within  her  limits,  as  intended  by  Congress,  but 
to  the  support  of  her  owh  Government.  How  is  she  to  be 
forced  to  do  so?  She  cannot  be  arraigned  at  the  bar  of 
the  Federal  Government,  and  tried  and  punished  for  her 
default.  Is  tier  quota  for  the  fiiture  to  be  mthheld  fhm 
her,  and  given  to  others'  That  would  be  unjust;  for  a 
proportion  of  the  federal  taxes,  from  which  the  surplus 
has  been  derived,  has  been  paid  by  her  citiiens.  How, 
then,  is  she  to  be  coerced  to  apply  the  mohey  as  directed 
by  Congress'  A  law  witluMt  a  sanction  is  a  dead  letter, 
unless  the  partyuponwhom  the  ob)iga6oniaimposedshalI 
voluntarily  perform  it.  Without  such  sanction,  on  t|ie  one 
hand,  the  object  of  the  Government  of  the  Uiuted  States 
in  making  the  distribution  would  be  dependent  on  the 
separate  will  of  each  SUte;  and,  on  the  other,  it  would 
behove  the  States  to  consider  how  far  such  sanction,  if  as- 
sumed without  a  previous  amendment  of  the  constitution, 
with  proper  Kmitations  and  guards,  might  destroy  or 
weaken  the  separate  and  independent  sovereigntiesoif  the 
States.  These,  among  other  difficulties  iii«ei>arably  con- 
nected with  the  subject,  are  merely  stated  by  the  commit- 
tee for  consideration  and  reflection,  should  Congress  un- 
dertake, without  a  previous  amendment  of  the  constitution, 
to  adjust  this  most  difficult  and  vexatious  question. 

If  the  Government  of  the  United  States  possess  tixe  pow- 
er, under  the  constitution,  to  distribute  the  cwnmon  funds 
of  the  Union  in  the  manner  proposed  ataU,  it  must  possess 
it  to  the  tnost  unlinked  extent.  If  GooneM  najt  by 
means  of  impost  duties  and  excise^  first  cdleet  from  this 
people  an  amount  limited  only  by  tlieir  discretion,  and  next 
divide  it  out  again  among  the  States,  without  any  power  or 
control  over  the  States  in  its  expenditure,  each  State  may, 
if  it  chooses,  repeal  its  internal  taxes,  and  apply  its  divi- 
dend to  the  support  of  its  own  State  Government.  The 
General  Government  would  thus  become  the  mere  agent 
or  tax-gatherer  of  the  States,  to  collect  the  State  revenue, 
and,  as  must  happen,  in  unequal  proportions^  from  the 
whole  people  in  tne  Union,  to  be  applied  to  the  supptqt 
of  the  State  t^overnments.  At  the  RH?mation  of  the  con- 
stitution, was  any  such  agency  necessary,  or  was  any  such 
intended  to  be  conferred?  In  looking  to  the  causes  which 
led  to  tiie  adoption  of  the  present  constitution,  it  was  never 
heard  of  as  oatf  that  the  States  had  an^  difficulty,  under 
tlie  articles  of  confederation,  in  collecting  the  neoessuy 
revenue  for  the  support  of  their  respective  State  Govern- 
ments. That  constituted  no  part  of  the  evil  or  inconvc* 
nience  complained  of,  and  intendedto  be  remedied  or  pro* 
vided  for  by  the  new  eoiu&itutioQ.  Vor  HA  the  States 
intend  to  confer  upon  the  new  Owrerament  wUck  ijagf 
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were  about  to  create  a  power  to  collect  revenue  for  any 
■iicb  purpose.  Hiat  was  a  part  of  their  inherent  aore- 
reign^,  which  they  chose  to  retuni  and,  had  they  parted 
with  it,  they  would  have  been  reduced  to  a  state  of  depend- 
ence on  the  new  Oovernment,  whidly  subordinate  to  it, 
and  utterly  incompatible  with  the  idea  of  their  reserved 
sovereignty,  which  it  cannot  be  seriously  urged  by  any  was 
intended.  Yet,  give  to  the  Federal  Government  an  onli- 
mitcd  pmrer  to  oollect  money  by  taxes  on  the  people,  and 
an  unlinked  power  to  disburse  it  by  distribution  among 
the  States,  without  any  power  over  its  application  when 
disbursed,  and  this  will  be  the  practical  operation.  And 
if  this  be  the  practical  operation,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive 
what  more  is  wante<l  to  make  the  Goveniment  of  the 
Union  one  of  consolidated  power.  The  power  "  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,"  was  con- 
ferred, not  for  ttic  purpose  of  raising  money,  that  it  might 
be  given  back  again  to  the  States  either  for  the  purpose 
of  supportiug  the  State  Governments,  or  for  any  other 
purpose,  but  for  great  national  and  general  purposes,  enu- 
merated and  limited  by  the  constitution  itself.  It  was 
granted  to  the  Federal  Government,  because  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  the  continued  existence  and  succeasful 
operation  of  the  new  Government  itself.  It  was  granted, 
firs^  to  render  the  taxes^  duties  impoata,  and  excises, 
which  nught  be  imposed,  and  their  collection,  uiufonn  in 
all  the  States,  and  thereby  to  remedy  Uie  evil  and  incon* 
venience,  not  to  say  injustice,  of  the  countervailing  regu- 
lations, which,  l)efore  niat  time,  were  frequently  resorted 
to  by  the  States,  as  agunst  foreign  nations,  and  agunst 
each  othert  and,  secondly,  to  enable  the  new  Government 
to  pro^'ide  for  its  own  necessary  support,  and  to  pay  the 
debts,  vdthout  being  dependent  on  the  tardy  and  uncertain 
contribution  of  tiie  qiuAas  before  that  time  required  to  be 
furnished  by  tbc  States. 

The  committee  have  now  presented  to  the  House  tiie 
opinions  which  they  entertain,  as  well  as  the  reasons  and 
authorities  on  vhich  those  opinions  rest,  in  regard  to  the 
question  of  constitutional  power,  which  they  have  regard- 
ed as  the  paramount  question  involved  in  the  examination 
of  the  subject  referred  to  (hem.  If  the  House  shall  not 
concur  with  them  in  opinion,  but  shall  believe  that  the 
power  has  been  conferred  upon  the  Federal  Government 
to  engage  in  a  avatem  of  internal  improvement  in  either 
of  the  three  modes  first  above  specified,  constituting  the 
present  plan,  then  the  following  may  be  stated  as  some  of 
the  objections  to  the  expediency  of  prosecuting  such  a 
system  in  either  of  those  modes,  which,  it  is  believed, 
would  not  apply  to  the  plan  of  distribution  of  the  surplus 
flinds  among  the  8ute^  ^ould  the  House  be  of  opinion, 
also,  that  the.  power  has  been  confisrred,  or  tlut  it  would 
be  expedient  hereafter,  by  a  stutable  amendment  of  the 
comtitution,  irith  proper  limVtatifflu-and  guards,  to  con- 
fer it. 

lit.  Owing  to  an  unavoidable  difference  of  opinion,  ex- 
tensively prevailing  botii  in  and  out  of  Congress,  in  regard 
to  the  present  plan,  our  post  experience  has  sliown  that 
one  section  of  the  Union  has  been  found  arrayed  against 
anotiier:  State  has  been  opposed  to  State*  and,  by  look- 
ing to  the  votes  in  Congress  upon  all  approppatious  for 
improvement,  in  whatever  shape  proposed,  they  will  be 
found  to  be  strong!^  marked  by  geographical  boundaries. 
The  people  of  different  sections  of  tfie  Union  are  tbtis 
ma<le  to  regard  each  other  rather  as  domestic  enemies 
And  rivals  in  interest,  than  as  members  of  the  same  com- 
mon Government,  possessing  a  common  interest.  Preju- 
dices are  engendered,  and  sectional  feelings  excited,  «d- 
eulated  to  produce  tiie  most  deleterious  and  &tal  effects 
upon  the  harmony  of  our  Union,  and  a^nst  which  our 
first  venerated  Chief  Ma^strate,  drawing  upon  the  fiind 
of^ia  ample  experience,  and  speaking  from  his  extensive 
Dbaerration  ana  intimate  practical  knowledge  of  our  po- 
litical eoadition,  warned  tis. 


3d.  It  tends  inevitably  to  comiption — to  what,  in  ctwi- 
roon  parlance,  is  ondenrtood  by  political  "log-roUit^r,'' 
and  to  a  wMtdid  and  improndent  expenditi'.re  of  the 
pubfic  money.  ConbinBtions  of  sectiiHial  and  local  inter- 
ests will  be  formed,  strong  enough  to  carry  througifi 
Congress  every  propontion  for  itnprovement,  whether 
useful  or  not,  whetiier  local  or  national  in  its  character, 
and  without  regard  to  the  general  interests  of  the  whole. 

SfL  If  it  be  attempted  to  confine  the  action  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  works  of  a  national  and  not  local  character^ 
a  distinction,  the  disregard  of  which  '*  would  of  necesshr 
lead  to  the  subversion  of  the  federal  lystem" — yet,  in  the 
language  of  the  Preudent,  by  whom  this  distinction  is 
referred  to,  "  that  even  this  is  an  unsafe  onf,  arbitrary  in 
its  nature,  and  liable,  consequently,  to  great  abuses,  is  too 
obvious  to  require  the  confirmation  of  experience."  To 
this  it  may  be  atlded,  that  endless  and  vexatious  dlqiuk-s 
would  arise  in  Congress,  and  between  Coi^reaa  and  the 
Executive,  in  dctennining  what  is  national  and  what  !s 
local.  Each  branch  must,  of  consequence,  act  upon  its 
own  azbitrary  opinion.  One  Congress  may  ocaniner.cp  a 
work  as  national,  and  a  succeeding  Congress  may  think  it 
local,  and  withhold  the  appropriation  to  complete  it.  So, 
one  Prendent  may  give  bis  sanction  to  a  particular  mea- 
sure as  national,  aiM  bis  successor,  convdering  it  as  loal, 
may  withhold  bis  approval.  There  is  no  criterion  cr 
fixed  ruk  by  whicb  Hie  queatioo  can  be  settled.  or{atis- 
ftctorily  determined. 

4th.  It  disturbs  and  destroys  that  harmony  which  should 
ever  prevail  ui  our  legislative  councils. 

5th.  If  the  system  continues  on  the  present  plan,  the 
representatives  of  the  people,,  instead  of  acting  for  the 
general  interests  of  the  wtH^e,  are  to  be  engaged  in  a  dis- 
reputiAle  scramble  for  the  iMblic  money,  each  acting 
with  a  view  solely  to  the  secti<nnl  and  local  intemti  ef 
his  immediate  constituents. 

6th.  A  necessary  consequence  of  the  objections  stated 
will  be  unequal  and  unjust  appropriations  of  the  public 
money,  even  in  Uiose  sections  of  the  Union  whose  repre- 
sentatives may  advocate  the  policy.  Is  it  just,  for  in- 
stance, that  New  York,  Pcnn&ylvaiua,  voA  other  Stales 
who  have  already  taxed  their  own  citizens  to  make  tb«r 
own  internal  improvements,  should  now  be  reqiured  to 
subnut  to  the  collection  of  additional  taxes,  leviea  on  tbcv 
citizens  by  the  Federal  Government,  to  make  improve- 
mentsin  other.SUtes?  The  inequality,  is,  however,  more 
strikingly  illustrated,  when  we  look  to  those  sections  of 
the  Union  whose  representatives  either  doubt  the  exist- 
ence of  the  power,  or  tiiink  it  inexpedient  to  exerdse  it; 
who  cannot,  conMstently  witii  their  opiraons,  engage  ia 
the  general  scramble  for  tlicir  share,  and  whose  oon»titu- 
enta,  therefore,  who  equally  contribute  to  supply  the  trea- 
sury with  money,  do.not  participate  in  Uie  appi^mstioja 
for  these  objects.  Thus,  a  very  large  ptntioD  of  the 
Union,  in  numbers  and  in  geographiad  exteitt,  which 
contributes  at  least  its  equal  proportion  of  the  taxes  fi* 
the  support  of  Government  and  the  payment  uf  the  dcb^ 
arc  compelled  to  see  the  national  treasure,  instead  of  be> 
ing  applied  to  the  leptimote  objecU  for  which  it  w 
raised,  unequally  disbursed,  and  ofien  improvident'* 
squandered  on  objects  of  mere  local  improvement,  as 
portion  of  which  ever  returns  to  large  sections  of  couior}, 
whose  inhabitants  have  been  taxed  to  pay  it. 

The  distribution  of  the  surplus  which  may  at  any  tuae 
remain  in  the  treasury,  among  tbc  States,  in  amne  fixt-^ 
rateable,  and  equitable  proportion,. it  is  believed,  moiii 
be  exempt  from  these  qbjcctionsj  and  to  this  extent,  if 
be  the  future  policy  of  the  Government  to  prosecu'-c 
works  of  this  kind,  it  would  be  the  preferable  mode. 

The  objections  which  have  been  made  (o  the  plan  M 
distribution,  and  the  answen  to  them,  as  stated  by  tbc 
Preudent,  have  received  the  attentive  con»dcntioa  of  tbc 
comnuttee,  and  they  come  to  the  condusinn  that 
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'  nature  ofthe  subject  does  not  admit  of  a  plan  wholly  free 
from  objection." 
The  committee  do  not  understand  the  Prefudcnt  as  re- 
(  commendli^  the  oreation  of  a  surplus  for  the  purpose  of 
dirtributiiig  tt  out  aj^n  among  the  people  or  the  States; 
but  they  understand  the  recommendiOion  to  proceed  upon 
:  the  idea  that  it  may  not  be  possible,  in  reference  to  other 
great  interests  in  tlie  country,  so  to  adjust  our  system  of 
rereoue,  antil  a  remote  period,  as  not  to  leave  a  surplus  in 
the  Tre*sat7 over  the  current  demand;  and,  in  that  event, 
tlie  proposition  to  provide  in  time  for  its  distribution,  by 
constitutional  amendment,  (if  amendment  be  deemed  ne- 
cesnry,)  although  admitted  to  be  attended  with  many  dif- 
ficulties is  submitted  by  him  for  the  "discusnon  and  dis- 
pas»onate  conndcration'*  of  Congress,  as  a  plan  preferable 
to  my  of  those  heretofore  attempted  to  be  practised  on. 

The  committee  can  i-eadily  perceive  the  difBcuIty,  and 
indeed  impossibilitv,  of  devising  any  system  of  revenue, 
whether  levied  in  tKe  shape  of  direct  or  indirect  taxes  on 
the,people,  that  ahall  make  the  receipts  into  tlie  Treasory, 
for  any  given  period  of  tiroe,  precisely  equal  to  the  ex- 
pcnditures.   Our  revenue  is  at  present  collected  in  the 
shape  of  indirect  taxes  on  the  people,  by  duties  on  im- 
ports, and  by  the  sales  of  the  public  lands — the  amount  of 
thcr  of  which  for  a  given  period  cannot  be  foreseen  or 
known.    The  safety  of  the  Government,  and  the  public 
credit,  may  at  all  times  require  a  small  annual  excess  of  re- 
ceipts over  the  current  expenditures^  to  meet  exigencies, 
public  defalcationSt  and  unforeseen  contingencies.  But 
tliough  this  must  be  the  ease,  it  is  bettieved  that  there  is 
nothing  to  justify  the  imposition  of  an  additional,  and  per- 
haps onerous,  tax  on  the  people,  not  wanted  for  the  ordt- 
Jiary  and  useful  or  necesswy  purposes  of  the  Government 
in  its  ordinary  functions,  but  for  the  purpose  avowed  at 
the  time  of  levying  the  tax,  of  creating'  a  surplus  fund  to 
lie  divided  out  a^n  among  the  people  or  the  States. 
Nor  do  the  committee  to  understand  the  Executive  recom- 
mendation.   That  no  such  surplus  fund  should  be  collect- 
ed from  the  people,  to  be  divided  out  again  among  the 
people,  is  evident  from  the  consideration  alone*  that  the 
expenses  of  collection  and  disbursement  miuthe  piid;  and 
to  tiiat  extent  tlie  substance  of  the  people  is  drawn  from 
them,  and,  in  the  end,Uiey  receive,  in  the  distribution,  afler 
having  been  deprived  of  the  use  of  it  for  a  time,  nothing 
xncn-e  than  th«r  own  money,  diminislicd  in  amount.  Hus 
would  be  the  case  upon  the  supposition  ttiot  the  taxes 
were  contributed  equally  by  the  people  of  each  State,  as- 
certained ou  the  basis  of  representation,  which,  in  the  very 
jiature  of  tilings,  cannot  possibly  happen  in  a  Government 
like  ours,  embracing  within  its  limits  such  a  variety  of 
climate,  population,  and  productions,  and  giving  rise  to 
such  a.  variety  of  pursuits  m  its  different  parts.    But  whe- 
ther the  taxes  be  levied  equally  or  unequally  on  the  peo- 
ple, the  CDminittee  have  no  hesitation  in  fpfiag  it  as  ueir 
opinion,  that,  after  the  public  debt  sball  have  been  paid  off, 
no  more  money  diould  be  drawn  into  the  Treasury  from 
the  people  than  shall  be  necessary  for  the  proper  and  le- 
gitimate administration  of  the  Government.   They  fully 
accord  with  the  Prerident  in  the  sentiment  expressed  in 
Ilia  measage  of  the  37th  of  May  last,  returnuig,  with  his 
reasona  for  its  rejection,  the  Maysville  road  oiH,  to  the 
UauMB  of  Representatives,  that,  however  nnp<n1ant  im- 
provements are  adnutted  to  be,  they  are  not  tnc  only  ob- 
lects  "which  demand  the  fostering  care  ofthe  Government. 
rhe  preservation  and  success  of  the  republican  principle 
-est  with  us.    To  elevate  its  character,  and  extend  its  in- 
luence;  rank  among  our  most  important  duties;  and  tlic 
)est   means  to  accomplish  these  desirable  objects  are 
Iiosc  which  will  rivet  the  attachment  of  our  citizens 
o  the  Govemmentof  their  clunce,  by  the  cmnparatlve 
fr-litncsB  of  tlicirpublic  burthens,  and  b^  the  attraction 
liich  the  superior  success  of  its  operations  will  present 
>  the  adniiratitm  and  respect  of  the  world/*   Taey  are 


of  opinion,  further,  "  tiiat  the  resources  of  the  nation,  be- 
yond those  required  for  the  immediate  and  necessary  pur- 
poses of  the  Government,  can  no  where  be  so  well  de- 
posited as  in  the  pockets  of  the  pei^le."  Ours  was  intended 
to  be  a  plain  and  a  chei^  Government,  not  a  qilendid  or 
expensive  one;  not  one  imposing  unnecessary  burthens  on 
its  citizens. 

But  it  is  only  in  the  event  that,  after  the  paj-ment  of  the 
debt,  there  aliall  be  found  in  the  Treasury  an  accumulat- 
ing annual  surplus  over  and  above  the  current  expenses, 
which  the  Government  know  not  how  otherwise  to  diMOse 
of,  that  the  question  arises,  what  n  to  be  done  with  it* 
The  complaint  in  most  Governments  is,  tiiat  the  rulers  can- 
not wring  frinn  thdranbjects  money  enough,  and  are  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  loans.  In  this,  we  shall  have  paid  off 
tlie  debt,  and,  in  the  case  supposed,  will  have  drawn  from 
the  people  more  money  tiian  we  have  am  use  for,  for  con- 
stitutional purposes;  and  the  question  of^ diffi<mlty  with  us 
will  he,  in  what  manner  we  shall  dispose  of  it.  The  ob- 
vious answer,  it  seems  to  the  coiqmittee,  is,  to  reduce  the 
taxes  to  the  standard  of  tiie  demands  of  the  Government 
for  all  its  constitutional  purposes,  and  leave  what  would 
otherwise  be  surplus  in  the  pockets  of  the  people.  Tliat 
this  may  be  safely  done,  without  prejudice  to  any  other 
great  interest  ofVich  paramountimportanceas  to  require 
that  the  whole  people  of  the  Union  should  be  taxed  be- 
yond tiie  amount  required  for  the  support  of  Government, 
they  do  not  hesitate  to  believe. 

Afler  the  debt  diall  have  been  pidd,  that  a-rediictKHi  of 
the  taxes  4iould  be  made,  and,  the  committee  believe, 
may  be  safely  made,  to  the  amoimt  of  the  sinking  fund  at 
present  applicable  to  the  payment  ofthe  debt;  and,  in  that 
event,  there  being  no  surfilus  in  &e  Treasury,  the  neces- 
sity may  not  occur  for  deviiung  a  plan  for  its  disbursement 
and  distribution.  Thai  such  a  reduction  of  the  taxes  as 
shall  be  equivalent  to  the  amount  now  annually  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  debt  may  be  made,  without  injuriously- 
affecting  anyof  the  (^t  interests  of  thecountiT  now  pro- 
tected, and  to  the  great  reUef  of  all  those  who  nave  here- 
tofore borne  the  ctuef  burthens  of  the  debt,  is  not  doubted. 
The  annual  unking  fund  now  applicable  to  the-payment 
of  the  public  debt,  ts  ten  millions  of  dolUrs,  and  sufm  fur- 
ther sum  as  may  at  any  time  remain  unappropriated  in  the 
Treasury.  Thjs  large  amount,  beyond  the  sum  required 
to  defray,  the  ordinair  expenses  of  the  Qovemment,  has 
been  heretofore  cheerfully  paid  by  the  people,  because  it 
was  "  thmwht  to  be  necessary  to  ttie  support  of  Govern- 
ment and  the  payment  of  the  debts  unavoidably  incur- 
red in  the  acquisition  and  maintenance  of  our  national 
rights  and  liberties."  But  when  the  debts  are  paid,  and 
tlie  necessity  for  the  continuance  of  the  taxes  to  this 
amount  will  no  longer  exist,  will  not  tbe  people  demand, 
and  will  they  not  have  a  right  to  demand,  at  the  hands  of 
thdr  rqpreBentative^  a  reduction  of  their  taxes  to  that 
amountf  Thecharacter  ofthe  American  pecqile  is  great- 
ly mistaken,  or  they  will  make  that  demand.  Not  to  do 
it,  would  be  to  consent  to  be  unnecesauily  taxed,  for  tbe 
collection  of  money  into  the  Treasury,  to  be  scrambled  for 
by  their  representative^  or  to  be  a  "  bone  of  contention," 
distracting  our  deliberations,  and  marring  tbe  harmony  of 
the  Union.  That  this  reduction  nay  be  made  without  in- 
juriously affectii^  any  of  the  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
try now  protected,  the  committee  bdieve  be  ntidiw- 
torily  demonstrated.  It  is  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary ofthe  Treasury,  at  the  eommenceinent  oCthe  last 
sesnon  of  CongrcBa,  that  the  amount  of  duties  paid  in- 
to tihe  Treasury  for  the  preceding  year,  (1838,)  on  articles 
not  produced,  or  hut  partially  produced,  in  the  United 
States,  was  (7,550,842  13.  A  total  repeal  of  these, 
should  Uiis  be  deemed  advisable,  would  certainly  <^rate 
to  the  advantage  of  aU  interests,  agricultuial,  coaunenaal, 
and  inanu&eturing.  If  this  be  done,  and  a  reduction  be 
made  of  the  taxes  wluch  have  lioreU^bre  **  borne  lererdy 
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upon  the  Uboring  knd  less  prosperous  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, being  imposed  on  the  neceaaaries  of  life,"  the 
wnount  of  reduction  would  be  equal  to  the  Mnking  fund, 
and,  as  the  committee  coneeiTc,  could  openle  no  injury  ta 
any  interest,  but,  on  the  contrary,  be  decidedly*advantsge- 
ous  to  all. 

If,  in  the  contingency,  this  should  not  be  the  case,  and 
there  should  rcmtun  a  surplus  in  the  treasury  to  be  dis- 
posed of,  they  concur  in  the  opinion,  that  the  present 
plan  of  prosecutini;-  works  of  internal  improvement  is  the 
«*  worst  that  could  exist;"  and  if  it  shall  be  the  future 
policy  of  the  Oorernment  to  employ  any  portion  of  its 
fundain  vorka  of  this  character,  in  any  mode,  the  plan  of 
dtatributkm  is,  in  their  opinion,  decidedly  preferable  to 
it.  That  plan,  whatever  it  may  be,  they  have  aaid  they 
believed  must  be  by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution. 
They  do  not  deem  it  necessary,  "however,  thus  fer  in  ad- 
vance of  the  period  when  the  national  debt,  bv  the  observ- 
ance of  the  moat  rigid  economy,  atn  be  pafd,  to  recom- 
mend to  the  House  any  plan  of  amendment.  As  by  the 
constitution  the  power  to  propose  amendments  is  pos- 
aesscd  by  tlie  States  as  well  aa  by  Congress,  tbey  have 
thought  it  preferable  nmply  to  present  their  views' on  the 
whole  subject,  and  submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  the 
States,  (if,  in  their  opinion,  proper  to  do  so,)  to  propose 
auch  amendment!!  to  the  constitution,  consistently  with 
their  respective  sovereignties,  vesting  in  the  Governn\ent 
of  the  United  States  such  additional  powers  as  they  may 
deem  it  wise  and  safe  to  confer  upon  it.  As  any  such 
amendment  would  divest  the  >:utea  of  a  portion  of  their 
present  power,  and  confer  it  upon  the  (lovcmment  of  the 
Union,  there  would  seem  to  be  a  peculiar  fitness  that  the 
propomon  should  originate  witti  the  parties  who  are 
about  to  surrender  u|)  a  part  of  thejr  powers.  Doubtless, 
if  any  plan  can  be  devised  which  sliall  preserve  the  balance 
of  power  between  the  respective  State  and  Federal  Gov- 
ernments, and  wluch  shall  promise  to  operate  for  the 
general  advantage  of  the  whole  Union,  a  constitutional 
majority  of  the  States  will  adopt  it  as  a  part  of  the  consti- 
tution. The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that,  in  a  Govem- 
tnent  like  ours,  it  is  at  all  times  safe,  and  certainly  wiae, 
in  all  cases  of  a  questionable  or  doubtful  power,  to  apply 
to  the  peopl;,  the  only  true  source  of  power,  to  ejsijlaiii, 
enlatge,  or  re8tnc;t  it.  And  they  are  willing  to  believe 
that  ntere  is  no  State  in  the  Union  that  would  not  prefer 
such  a  rcjort  to  the  opinion  of  her  nster  States  upon  a 
great  quettion  of  constitutioniJ  doubt,  to  an  assumption 
of  the  contested  power  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, however  much  such  asaumptlon  might  be  cal- 
culated to  promote  her  immediate  and  local  interests. 

With  these  views,  tlie  committee  submit  the  subject 
referred  to  them  to  the  further  conaideration  of  the 
House,  and  of  the  States,  not  doubting  that  it  wilt  elicit 
all  that  deliberate  connderatlon  which  its  paramount 
ioiportanee,  in  all  its  bearings,  demands. 

COLUMBIA  RIVER. 

LeUer  from  Otrnral  Ashley  to  the  Sea-itary  of  War. 

WAaaiXfiTOs  Citt,  Marth,  1829. 

Sib:  Yon  ret^itest  me  to  communicate  to  you,  by  letter, 
my  opinion,  as  it  regards  a  military  force  best  calculated 
for  Ute  protection  of  our  Western  frontier,  the  ftir  trade, 
and  our  trade  and  Intercourse  £rect  from  Missouri  and 
Arkansas  to  the  Mencan  provincea,  &c. 

In  answer  to  your  first  inquiry',  E  will  remark,  tliat  my 
ideas  on  this  subject  were  communicated  to  a  part  of  the 
representation  in  Congress  from  Missouri  three  years  ago. 
I  then  did,  and  do  yet,  believe,  that  a  mounted  force  is 
the  only  one  that  can  operate  advantageously  in  that 
country.  This  force  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  consist  of 
about  five  huiwlred  mounted  riflemen,  who  idMukl  be  en- 
listed exprcariy  for  iSbaX  terrtce,  anticipating,  at  the  time  of 


enlistment,  the  privations  peculiar  to  it,  or  selection 
made  of  suitable  men  now  in  the  army.  These  troop* 
ought  to  subsist  themselves,  which  they  could  do  wilii 
convenience  so  soon  as  the  officers  become  acquainted 
with  the  country  in  which  they  would  have  to  operate. 
In  addition  to  tlie  rifle,  one-half  of  the  command  afaould 
be  armed  Vith  sabres.  Four  pieces  of  )>ght  artillety 
would  be  found  convenient  and  useful.  The  patent  riffe 
which  I  examined  in  yotir  office  appears  in  one  partinihr 
to  be  well  calculated  for  this  ser\-ice,  inasmuch  as  it  can 
be  conveniently  and  quickly  charged  on  horseback;  but! 
have  been  heretofore  prejudiced  against  this  dcacript:on 
of  guns,  believing  that  they  were  subject  by  i»e,  to  get 
out  of  order,  aiul  could  not  he  repaired  without  much 
difBcuhr,  putting,  therefore,  these  guns  out  of  the  rincs- 
tion,  of  the  utility  of  which  I  know  hut  tittle,  I  ncuM 
recommend  a  rifle,  the  barrel  of  which  should  not  eict- cd 
three  feet  in  length,  carryinpa  ball  weigliingafrout  tfirce- 
fourths  of  an  ounce,  and  having  metal  sufficient  to  support 
a  ball  of  that  size.  1  have  uscil  the  percussion  locks  hut 
little,  but  believe  them  admirably  well  con:*TOClcd  for 
general  use,  hot  more  particularly  for  tiie  prairies,  where 
severe  winds  and  rains  prevail  at  certain  seasons  of  the 
year.  Great  convenience  would  be  experienced  by  having 
e\-ery  gun  of  the  same  dimensions,  every  spring,  screw, 
&c.  of  the  locks,  of  ihc  same  size  and  form.  This  bting 
the  case,  every  material  of  one  would  fit,  ar.d  might  be 
used  in  any  one.  TTje  gun  stick,  or  thimble  rod,  ought  to 
be  of  large  size,  and  of  wood;  iron  sometimes  batters  the 
muzzle,  arid  makes  the  gun  shoot  wild.  The  only  differ- 
ence sliould  be  in  the  length  of  the  breech:  some  should, 
in  this  particular,  be  longer  than  others,  to  suit  the  asms 
of  those  who  use  them.  In  their  weight,  and  in  eveiy 
other  particular  except  the  breech,  they  ought  to  be  the 
same.  In  that  ca,se,  when  a  man  became  accostomeJ  to 
the  use  of  one,  he  could,  witli  the  same  convenience,  \ix 
any  one  of  them.  The  sabre  will  be  found  useful,  and 
almost  indispensable,  in  operations  against  Indians  mount- 
ed on  horseback,  and  armed  with  hows  and  arrows  »hirfi 
they  use  with  great  dexteritj-  and  effect.  The  Indians  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  are  very  much  in  iLe 
habit  of  fortifying  some  strong  point  convenient  to  where 
they  intend  attacking  their  enemy,  by  the  way  of  ccverirg 
iheirretre-it,  if  unsuccessfiil,  and  fearing  pursuit.  They 
use  the  same  precaution  when  crcamped,  whenever  tl.cy 
apprehend  danger.  When  covered  in  this  way,  they  figHi 
desperately  before  they  can  be  ousted,  it  is  m  eases  of 
this  kind,  as  well  as  in  many  others,  that  artillery  would  be 
found  convenient. 

Five  hundred  troops,  armed  and  cqiripped  as  proposct!, 
would^in  my  opinion,  be  sufficient  to  contend  agunsT  ar.y 
Indian  force  that  could  be  conveniently  broii^t  agvinsl 
them;  a  much  less  number  might  be  in  danger  of  defeat, 
provided  the  Indians  generally  should  he  disposed  to  war 
against  ua.  It  seems  to  me  that,  If  the  Government  under- 
take to  protect  the  frontiers  and  trade  in  qucHion,  A 
oiig^t  to  be  done  efTectually.  No  half-way  ncasum 
should  be  adoptedi  show  a  sufficient  force  in  the  ccuiilrr 
to  put  down  Jill  opposition,  and  all  opposition  cca*.- 
without  shedding  of  blood.  Biit  show  an  incomptter: 
force,  which  may  tempt  tbe  Indians  to  attack  and  defi.»t 
it,  and  the  result  will  not  only  be  ll.e  loss  of  many  livw 
and  extreme  mortification,  but  the  expenditure  of  motx^ 
to  reach  the  object  in  view  more  than  perhaps  Rve  or  ten 
times  the  amotmt  which  will  be  nece<i3ary,  should  the 
Government  pursue  the  proper  course  in  the  6rst  instance. 
The  protection  to  be  afforded  bhoiild  he  extended  ai 
eqiialfy  as  practicable  to  all  our  citizens  engaged  in  the 
trade  of  that  country,  whether  to  Santa  Fe  or  wilh-tl- 
Indiana.  And  as  it  cannot  be  expected  that  every  csraxu 
will  be  furniahcd  an  escort,  let  its  destination  be  where 
may,  ttie  force  oitglit,  therefore,  to  be  sufficient  to  over- 
awe the  Indiana,  and  tltcroby  render  escorts  unncerss:''? 
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It  seems  to  me  that  economy  of  lives  and  money  dictates 
this  cotirse.  To  operate  ajrainst  the  Indians  who  have 
taeretoibre  committed  outrages  upon  our  Santa  F«  traders, 
one  hundred  men  would  be  all-sufficient;  but  it  is  reason- 
ble  to  suppose  that  the  success  of  the  ofienden  on  this 
route  will  induce  others  to  join  them. 

Let  us  consider  the  force  of  the  Indians  in  that  quarter 
who  ate  now  reco^ised  u  our  enemies;  those  who  hare 
taken  a  menacing  attitude,  and  those  who  are,  or  pretend 
to  be,  friendly,  but  who  may  be  brought  to  action  against 
us.  Ill  this  way  it  may  be  better  seen  whether  protection 
is  necessary,  and  what  that  protection  ought  to  be.  The 
Indians  soudi  of  the  Arkansas  river  I  know  but  IKtle  about; 
they  are  rery  troublescone  to  the  Spanisli  settlements,  and 
an  considered  dangerous  in  that  quarter.  Tliey  are 
charged  wiA  participating  in  the  recent  depredations  on 
the  Santa  Fe  routet  but  1  am  of  opinion  that  the  principal 
SK:tors  in  theae  outrages,  and  perhaps  the  only  ones,  were 
the  Arapahoes  and  the  Keawas.  I'hese  people  reside  on 
the  head  waters  of  Uie  Arkansas,  between  the  'Santa  Fc 
road  and  the  mountains.  They  extend  their  excursions 
to  the  head  waters  of  the  Platte,  and  across  the  mountains 
to  the  Bio  ColcMrado  of  the  west.  They  can  muster  about 
five  humlred  warriors,  and  are.  tolerably  well  supplied 
with  arms  and  ammunition.  From  many  (urcumstances 
within  nty  own  knowledge,  in  relation  to  the  conduct  (rf" 
these  people,  and  from  accounts  received  from  some  of  the 
Santa  Fe  traders  who  were  robbed  last  fall,  1  feel  assured 
that  these  tribes  of  Indians  liave  been  the  ofienders.  I'hey 
are  the  particular  {Hends  and  rclatiTes  of  the  Blackfbofs, 
who  reside  on  tlie  head  waters  of  tlie  Missouri,  and  who 
are  our  most  bitter  enemies.  These  tribes  keep  up  a 
constant  intercourse  with  each  otlier.  In  August,  162$, 
•even  hundred  families  of  tlie  Blackfoots  vitttcd  the  Ara- 
piUioes,  and  remained  with  or  near  them  until  the  ensuing 
Summer.  The  Blackfoots  tiave  alit^ther  among  their 
several  bands  from  four  to  six  thousand  warriors  at  Least. 
]n  tlie  course  the  last  eighteea  months,  these  people 
have  repeatedly  extended  their  war  excursions  entirely 
across  our  temtoty  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
harassed,  robbed,  and  slaughtered  our  citizens.  They 
can,  at  any  time,  conveniently  reinforce  tlie  Aritpalioes 
with  one  or  two  Uiousand  warriors.  They  are  well  armed 
and  supplied  with  ammunition  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany. Major  Doherty,  United  SUtes'  Indian  agent,  has 
given  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  Pawnees,  who  are  included 
in  his  agency,  have  determined  to  wage  war  against  us. 
The  character  of  Majtv  D.,  his  means  of  information,  and 
hU  knowledge  of  the  Indian  character,  entitle  his  opinion 
to  ttie  greatest  cre^t.  I  know,  too,  that  the  Pawnees 
have  been  dissatisfied,  and  have  repeatedly  tlireatencd  us 
with  war.  1  was  once  with  that  nation  more  than  a  month 
at  the  same  time,  when  they  were  very  much  excited.  I 
heard  their  threats,  and  plans  to  execute  them.  Notwith- 
standing all  these  circumstances,  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  they  arc  not^-et  prepared,  and  will  not,  therefore,  yet 
commence  hostilities.  Tlicy  want  to  feel  their  wav,  and 
sec  what  will  be  the  result  of  the  recent  depredations 
committed  on  the  Santa  Fe  route.  Should  these  occur- 
rences pass  unnoticed,  and  noUiing  should  be  done  to 
check  them,  we  may  anticipate  a  war  with  the  Pawnees 
at  some  period  not  lar  distant.  When  -they  come  to  that 
determination,  they  will  remove  (for  they  have  notiiing  to 
bin4  them  to  their  villages,  where  they  now  reade  a  part 
of  each  year)  to  the  head  waters  of  the  South  Branch  of 
the  river  Platte,  and  there  operate  with  the  Arapahoes, 
Keawas,  and  BUckfoots.  These  several  nations  can  mus- 
ter altogether  seven  thousand  warriors,  four  thousand  of 
whom  would  be  sufficient  to  take  care  of  their  women 
and  children,  while  the  balance  of  them  go  to  war.  They 
can  subsist  themselves  altogether,  convenient  to  almost 
any  one  point,  from  the  twenty-fiflli  to  the  thirty-cig^tli 
degree  of  longitude,  and  from  the  northern  to  the  south- 


ern boundary  of  that  portion  of  our  territory.  This  whole 
region  of  country  abounds  in  buffalo  and  other  game. 
Any  one  acquainted  with  the  range  of  these  animals  may, 
if  they  do  not  find  them  at  the  spot  where  they  wish  to 
use  them,  procure  them  not  far  off.  Tliey  are  so  numerous 
that  it  appears  to  me  that  their  numbers  would  increase 
annually,  even  were  the  consumption  of  them  twice  or 
thrice  what  it  no«'  is. 

By  the  foregoing  statement,  I  have  endeavored  to  give 
you  my  opinion  of  the  force,  situation,  and  tUsposition  of 
the  several  bands  of  Indians  from  whom  we  may  expect 
the  ^atest  immediate  danger,  and  also  their  means  of 
subsistence  in  the  country  where  their  operations  against 
us  will  be  carried  on.  1  will  now  enumerate  the  bands 
with  whom  we  have  friendly  intercourse,  but  whose 
friendsliip,  as  I  have  before  observed,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
very  precarious.  The  several  tribes,  as  &r  as  we  hare 
extended  our  acquaintance  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountiuns, 
can,  I  presume,  muster  from  six  to  eiglit  thousand  war- 
riors. They  are  located  in  different  sections  of  that  coun- 
try, where  our  principal  fur  trade  is  carried  on.  On  the 
Missouri,  above  the  moutli  of  the  Phitte,  we  have  the 
Mahawa,  who  can  furnish  about  four  hundred  warriorst 
the  Paiicaes,  two  hundred  and  fif^  warriorsj  the  several 
bands  of  Sioux,  two  thousand  five  hundred  warriorst  the 
Shawnees,  four  hundred;  the  Arickaras,  rix  hundred;  the 
Mandans  and  Meiiata'rees,  seven  hundred;  the  Crows, 
eight  hundred.  On  the  western  boumlary  of  the  State  of 
Missouri,  the  Osages,  1  suppose,  can  fiirnish  one  tiiOuaand 
warriors;  the  loways,  two  hundred  and  fifty;  the  Kanzas, 
about  four  hundred;  and  the  several  tribes,  or  paruof 
tribes,  recently  located  there  by  the  General  Government 
perhaps  front  mx  hundred  to  one  thousand  warriOTS.  T, 
however,  know  but  little  about  these  last  mentioned  In. 
dians:  their  numbers  may  be  greater  or  less  than  I  have 
menUoned.  Agreeably  to  this  estimate,  which  I  feel  as. 
sured  will  not  differ  in  any  great  degree  from  the  exact 
number,  the  wliole  of  the  tribes  with  whom  we  have  In- 
tercourse within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  west 
of  the  State  of  Hissotui,  can  furnish  about  twenty-two 
thousand  warriors,  from  Uirce  to  four  Uiousand  of  whom 
are  located  immediately  upon  tlie  western  bonlerof  Mis- 
souri, and  wllliin  four  or  five  days*  march  tiiereof;  twelve 
or  fifteen  hundred  of  the  number,  the  Pawnees,  are  now 
threatening  us  with  war;  several  hundred  otlicrs  of  this 
number,  the  late  emigrants,  were,  a  short  time  since,  (in. 
stigated  by  the  Brilisli  Government,)  slaughtering  our 
citizens  upon  our  Northern  frontier,  and  continued  to  do 
so  as  long  as  that  Government  desired  it.  They  had  no 
^od  cause  for  their  hostility.  They  lived' wUhin  the 
hmitfl  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  from  which 
tiiey  could  not  retreat  without  the  support  of  the  British, 
and  they  well  knew  that  when  that  Government  ceased  to 
provide  for  them,  they-  would  again  be  dependent  upon 
the  United  States  for  territorj'  on  which  they  could  sub- 
sst  themselves.  Notwithstanding  all  these  circumstances, 
calculated  to  induce  them  to  cultivate  our  friendship,  or 
at  least  to  obsen-e  a  neutral  couise,  at  the  first  snggfstion 
of  the  British,  they  raised  the  tomahawk  against  us.  What 
fitithcan  be-piaced  on  the  friendship  of  these  people?  They 
well  know  that  tliey  may  at  any  time  repeat  their  depreda- 
tions upon  us  with  impunity;  that,  slioiild  Ihe  United  States 
provide  the  means  to  puniiib  tliem,  they  can  sue  for  pcaceat 
anytime,  with  a  certainly  of  obtaining  it,  and  of  being  re- 
stored to  their  former  homes  and  privileges.  Under  such 
circumstances,  what  have  they  to  fear  from  repeating 
their  outrages  upon  ua?  And  how  different  is  the  situa- 
tion of  these  Indians  now  from  what  it  was  upon  our 
Northern  frontier  before  the  late  wai».  Located  upon  our 
Western  frontier,  where  in  their  rear  they  have  a  wilder- 
ness of  fifteen  hundred  miles  in  extent,  pcculi.irly  iidaptcd 
to  the  u.se  of  Indians,  the  greater  portion  of  it  literally 
covered  with  buffalo  and  other  game,  strongly  fortified  by 
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nature  with  the  Rocky  Mountains,  where  thnr  retreat  can 

be  aifely  covered,  without  a  strong  force  to  oust  them; 
and  behind  their  natural  fortifications,  they  have  tlieir 
old  friends,  the  British  emissaries,  preparing  materials  for 
rekindling  the  war  fires,  should  it  become  necessary.  If 
tliesc  Indians  should  erer  be  again  disposed  to  raise  the 
tomahawk  against  us,  (and  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  of 
it,)  they  cannot  desire  a  more  eligible  position  than  they 
now  occupy. 

The  facu  generally  herein  enumerated  are  not  stated 
as  information  coming  from  others,  but  from  my  own  per- 
sonal observations.  The  conclusions  which  they  have  led 
me  to,  must,  I  think,  appear  reasonable  to  all  who  will 
properly  consider  them.  If  so,  it  must  forcibly  appear 
that  our  Western  frontier,  and  our  citizens  engaged  in 
their  lawful  and  laudable  pursuits  in  that  country,  want 
the  protection  of  the  General  Gorcmmcnti  and  that  not 
less  than  five  hundred  troops,  equipped  as  proposed,  will 
afford  that  protection.  Our  citizens  immediately  interested 
in  the  country  in  question,  ought  reasonably  to  expect 
tliis  protection  as  a  matter  of  right;  and  the  Government 
ou^ht,  in  my  opinion,  to  feel  the  reasonableness  of  their 
claim  as  a  matter  of  course, 

The  nulitary  command,  as  proposed,  should  not  be 
stationary  at  any  one  pcnnt,  but  traverse  the  country 
from  place  to  place,  wherever  the  good  of  the  service 
may  seem  to  require.  In  this  way,  the  officers  might 
acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  country  in  which  they  would 
liave  to  operate,  and  also  the  Indian  character,  where  it 
could  be  done  leisurely,  and  without  injury  to  tiie  troops. 
The  latter  would  be  necessary,  and  the  former  almost  in- 
dispensable, because  such  is  the  situation  of  the  country, 
that  the  safety  of  the  comtnand  ntiglit,  in  some  degree, 
depend  upon  this  informationt  for  instance,  there  are  sec- 
tions of  tne  country  for  fifty  to  one  hundred  miles  in  ex- 
tent, in  pursuing  certain  directions,  entirely  without  water, 
and  otiier  portions  of  it  almost  equally  destitute  of  subsist- 
ence for  men  or  horses.  There  are  also  inaccessible  moun- 
tains, offering  appearances  of  easy  access,  which  would 
cause  great  fatu;ue  and  delay  in  attempting  to  cross  tbemj 
while  otliers,  of  much  more  rugged  appearaneei^  can  be 
caniy  penetrated,  when  their  avenues  are  well  known. 
These,  and  numerous  other  circumstances  of  equal  im- 
portance, require  that  the  officer  commanding  troops  in 
that  country  sliould  have  a  knowledge  of  them  before  ex- 
peditious movements  tlirough  the  country  should  become 
indispensable.  The  troops,  too,  by  moving  about  as  pro- 
posed, would  be  daily  scquirii^f  a  knowledge  of  tlieir 
duty,  having  BO  frequently  to  harness  their  horses,  cross 
large  and  difficult  rivers,  securing  eampa  on  different  situa- 
tions, and  in  a  variety  of  ways  become  much  more  efficient 
ill  the  service.  When  it  might  not  be  necessary  for  tbLi 
command  to  winter  elsewhere,  they  might  take  up  their 
winter  quarters  on  our  Western  frontier,  where  they 
could  be  subsisted  cheap,  and,  if  necessary,  afford  pro- 
tection to  our  frontier.  In  compliance  with  your  request 
in  relation  to  my  manner  of  eqtuppingand  moving  parties 
of  men  througli  the  Indian  country  in  the  course  of  my 
general  excursions  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  I  will  observe, 
tlut,  as  mules  arc  much  the  best  animals  for  packing  heavy 
burthens,  each  man  has  charge  of  two  of  tliem  for  that 

Kurpose,  and  one  horse  to  ride.  The  equipage  of  each 
orse  or  mule  consists  of  two  halters,  one  saddle,  one 
laddle  blanket  one  bear-skin  for  covering  the  pack  or 
saddle,  and  one  packstrap  for  the  purpose  of  binding  on 
the  pack,  and  a  bridle  for  the  riding  horse.  One  of  the 
halters  should  be  made  light  for  common  use,  of  beef  hide, 
dressed  soft;  the  other  should  be  made  of  hide  dressed  in 
the  same  way,  or  tarred  rope,  sufficiently  strong  to  hold 
the  horse  under  any  etrcumstances,  and  so  coiiRlructed  as 
to  give  pain  to  tlie  jaws  when  drawn  very  tight.  The 
rein  of  each  liallcr  sliDuld  not  be  less  tlian  sixteen  feet 
long.    A  stake  made  of  tough  hard  «'uo(l,  about  two 


inches  in  diuneter,  and  two  feet  long,  wl^  an  hon  lo^et, 

painted  at  one  end  to  penetrate  the  eartli,  and  at  the  odier 
end  a  band  of  iron  to  prevent  its  splitting,  should  be  pn>- 
vided,  to  be  used  when  in  tlie  prairiei^  with  the  ludter 
last  described;  tliis  stake,  when  well  set  in  the  ground, 
will  hold  any  horse. 

In  the  organisation  of  a  of— njr  from  sixty  to 
eighty  men,  four  of  the  moat  confidential  and  ezpeneaced 
of  the  number  are  selected  to  aid  in  the  oommandt  the 
rest  are  divided  in  messes  of  eight  or  ten.  A  suitable 
man  is  also  appointed  at  the  head  of  each  mcas,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  make  known  the  wants  of  Ids  mess,  receive 
supplies  for  them,  make  distributions,  watch  over  their 
conduct,  enforce  order,  &c.  &c. 

The  party  thus  organized,  each  man  reoavea  the  hone 
and  mules  allotted  to  him,  thrir  equipa^  and  the  packs 
■wiuch  his  mules  are  to  carry  t  every  article  ao  dinoMd  of 
is  entered  in  a  Ixx^  kept  for  that  purpose.  H'oen  the 
party  reaches  the  Indian  country,  great  order  and  vigi- 
lance in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  are  rrquiffed  of  everr 
man.  A  variety  of  circumstances  confines  our  march  very 
often  to  the  boraers  of  large,  water-courses,  when''  that  ii 
the  case,  it  is  found  convenient  and  safe,  when  the  gmtnd 
will  admit,  to  locate  our  campa  (wliich  are  genenUy  1^ 
off*  in  a  square)  so  aa  to  make  the  river  form  one*  fine, 
and  include  as  much  ground  in  it  as  may  be  sufficient  for 
the  whole  number  of  norsea,  allowing  far  each  a  nnge  of 
thirty  feet  in  diameter.  On  the  arrival  of  the  party  at  the 
camping  ground,  tlie  po«tion  of  each  mess  is  pointed  out, 
where  their  paeks.  Kiddles,  Etc.  are  taken  off^  and  mith 
them,  a  breastwork  immediately  put  up^  to  cover  then 
from  a  night  attack  br  Indians:  the  horses  are  then  waters 
ed  and  delivered  to  tne  horse  guard,  who  ke^  Ibem  on 
the  best  grass  outwde  and  near  the  encampmcot,  where 
thev  graze  until  sunset,  when  each  man  brings  his  horses 
within  the  limits  of  the  camp,  exchanges  the  light  bahcr 
for  the  other  more  substantial,  sets  his  stakes,  which  are 
placed  at  tiie  distance  of  thirty  feet  from  each  other,  and 
secures  his  horses  to  them.  This  range  of  thirty  feet,  ii 
addition  to  the  grass  the  hone  has  collected  outside  the 
camp,  will  be  all«ifficientfi»  him  during  Uie  night.  Aft<r 
these  regulations,  the  proceedings  of  the  night  are  preUy 
much  the  same  as  are  practised  in  military  eampa.  M 
daylight  (wImr  in  dangerous  parts  of  the  countiy)  tvo 
or  more  men  are  mounted  on  horseback,  and  sent  to  ex- 
amine ravines,  woods,  hilli^  and  otlier  places  within  strik- 
ing distance  of  the  camp,  where  Indians  might  secrete 
themselves,  before  the  men  are  allowed  to  leave  ifaeir 
breastworks  to  make  the  necessary  morning  arrangeoeiils 
before  marching.  Wlien  these  spies  report  ftvorMly,  the 
horses  are  then  taken  outside  the  camp,  delivered  to  die 
horse  guards,  and  allowed  to  graze  until  the  party  ban 
breakfasted,  and  are  ready  for  saddling.  In  the  line 
march,  each  mess  march  together,  and  take  their  d»ice 
of  poutioni  in  the  line  according  to  their  activity  in  mak- 
ing themselves  ready  to  move,  viz.  the  mess  first  ready  to 
march  moves  up  in  the  rear  of  an  officer  who  laarcbea  n 
front  of  the  party,  and  takes  choice  of  a  powtioa  in  the 
line,  and  so  they  all  proceed  until  the  line  isJonDed;  and 
in  that  way  the^  rrtarch  tlie  whole  of  that  day.  Spieaan 
sent  several  miles  aliead,  to  examine  the  country  in  tbe 
vicinity  of  tlie  routej  and  others  are  kept  at  the  mstaoce 
of  a  Iwlf  a  mile  or  more  from  the  party,  aa  the  ntuatioo 
of  the  ground  seems  to  require,  in  front,  rear,  and  on  tbe 
Banks.  In  making  discoveries  of  In^ans,  tfaey^  oomDo. 
nicate  the  same  by  a  signal  or  otherwise  to  the  conusand- 
ing  officer  with  the  party,  who  makea  his  arrangement* 
accordingly.  In  Uiis  way  1  have  marched  parties  of  men 
the  whole  wa^  from  St.  Louis  to  the  vicini^  of  the  Grand 
Luke,  which  is  situated  about  one  hundred  and  B.Sty  mJes 
down  the  waters  of  the  Pacific  ocean,  in  sevcnty^ight 
days.  In  the  mcHitb  of  March,  1827,  i  fitted  out  a  imiv 
of  tatty  men,  mounted  a  piece  of  artillery  (a  four  pounder) 
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on  a  carriage  which  was  (Irawn  by  two  mule«!  the  party 
marched  to  or  near  ttie  Grand  Salt  Late  beyond  the  Rocky 
MountunB,  remained  there  one  month,  stopped  on  tl>e 
way  back  fifteen  days,  and  returned  to  Lexington^  in  the 
weatem  part  of  Hii>souri,  in  September,  where  the  party 
was  met  with  every  thing  necessary  for  another  outfit,  and 
did  return  (using  the  same  horses  and  mules)  to  the  moun- 
tains by  the  last  of  November,  in  the  same  year. 

With  great  respect^  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obe- 
dient  aervant, 

W.  H.  ASHLEY. 
Gen.  A.  Macox»,  Commandtr-tn-ehief  of  the  Amy  of  the 
U.  Statea,  Waahington  Ciiy. 

CULTURE  OF  SILK. 

Mr-  SPEKCER,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee  on 
Agriculture,  to  which  was  referred  the  letter  of  Peter 
S.  Du  Ponceau,  Esq.,  presenting  to  the  House  a  flag 
of  American  silk  and  manufacture,  made  the  following 
report! 

The  Committee  on  Agriculture,  lo  which  was  referred  the 
letter  of  Peter  S.  Du  Ponceau  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House,  annonncing  his  presentation  to  the  House  of  a 
silken  flag  bearing  the  colors  of  the  United  States,  made 
of  American  silk,  reeled  from  cocoons,  and  prepared 
and  woven  by  Jotin  D'Homergiie,  silk  manufacturer, 
the  entire  process  in  the  manufacture  of  the  same  bav> 
ing  been  performed  in  the  city  of  Philadelphk,  report: 

That  they  consider  this  specimen  of  American  industry 
applied,  for  the  first  time,  to  the  production  of  a  fabric  in 
such  general  use  in  the  Umted  States,  in  the  purchase  of 
which,  in  foreign  countries,  several  millions  of  dollars  arc 
annually  drawn  from  this  country,  as  highly  auspicious  to 
the  agriculture  and  arts  of  the  United  States;  and  that 
Mi*:  Du  Ponceau,  for  his  patriotic  exertions  in  promoting 
the  culture  of  silk,  and  in  his  efToi-ts  td  excite  the  atten- 
tion of  (he  people  of  the  United  States  to  that  important 
branch  of  induatry,  deserves  the  commendation  of  his 
coimtry.  The  comnuttee  have  received  a  communication 
from  Mr.  Du  Ponceau,  detailing  various  important  facts 
and  remarks  in  reference  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for 
promoting  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  silk,"  which 
they  have  appended  to  this  report  for  the  information  of 
the  House;  and  the  committee  report  a  resdution,  and 
recommend  its  adoption  by  the  House. 

Jieaolvedy  That  the  flag  bearing  the  colors  of  the  United 
States,  presented  to  this  House  by  Peter  S.  Du  Ponceau, 
of  iMiiladelphia,  made  of  American  silk,  and  prepared 
and  woven  by  John  D'Homergue,  silk  manufacturer,  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  be  accepted  by  this  House,  and 
that  it  be  displayed,  under  the  direction  of  the  Speaker, 
in  some  conspicuous  part  of  the  hall  of  sittings  of  this 
House.  ' 

PaiiADELPHiA,  i3ecemJer7',  1B30. 

Sin:  You  will  receive  with  thislettcr  a  silken  flag,  bear- 
ing- the  colors  of  the  United  States.  This  flag  is  made 
entirely  of  American  silk,  reeled  from  the  cocoons,  pre- 
pared and  woven  by  Mr.  J.  D'Homergue,  silk  manufac- 
turer. The  ctdoring  has  been  doi|e  by  the  best  artist  he 
could  procure  in  the  ci^  of  Phibdelpluii,  he  himself  not 
professing  to  be  a  dyer. 

Xhc  staff  of  this  flag,  with  the  ea^Ic,  measures  about 
fifteen  feet;  the  flag  itself  is  twelve  feet  and  a  half  long, 
and  six  feet  vide.  It  is  woven  all  in  one  pieces  mthout  a 
seam. 

I  beg,  sir,  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  present  this  flag 
most  reapectftilly,  in  my  name,  to  the  honorable  House 
over  which  you  preside,  as  a  sample  of  American  indus- 
try, thus  applied  for  tlie  first  time  to  the  most  valuable  of 
American  productions,  and  as  a  result  of  the  efforts  they 


have  made  during  the  last  five  years  for  tlie  promotion  of 
the  important  branch  of  agriculture  to  Which  we  owe  the 
rich  material  of  which  this  flag  is  i^pmposed,. 

f  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  th£  highest  respect,  sir, 
yiHir  most  obedimt,  and  moit  humble  servant, 

PETER  8.  DU  PONCEAU. 
Hon.  Airnaiw  Srcmraovi 

i^scnfter  of  UU  Hinm  of  R^re^ttOxota. 

Philadsubia,  Ikamber  13,  1830. 

Sia:  The  bill  for  promoting  the  growth  and  manufiw- 
ture  of  «lk,  which  was  reported  by  you,  in  the  mane  of 
the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  to  die  House  d  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States,  at  their  last  lesnon,  having 

been  unavoidably  postponed,  in  consequence  of  the  pres> 
sure  of  other  business,  1  have  availed  myself  of  the  op- 
portunity of  the  recess  to  cause  experiments  to  be  mad<-, 
and  collect  as  many  fiicts  as  has  been  in  my  power,  in  order 
to  throw  as  mudi  additional  light  as  possible  on  a  subject 
which  may  be  eonudered,  in  a  great  degree,  as  new  in  this 
cou  ntry,  and  on  which,  at  least,  very-  little  practical  expe- 
rience has  been  yet  obtained. 

I  thought  it  my  duty  so  to  do,  in  order  to  justify  the 
confidence  with  which  the  committee  were  pleased  to 
honor  me,  by  giving  implicit  credit  to  the  statement  of 
facts  which  I  laid  before  tiieoi,  and  by  adopting  and  re- 
commending to  Congress  the  plan  which,  at  their  request, 
1  submitted,  as  the  beat  calculated  to  promote  the  import- 
ant object  which  they  had  in  view.  In  many  respects  I 
rejoiced  that  that  opportunity  was  given  me  by  tfae  post- 
ponement of  the  bill.  I  have  proceeded  at  my  own  risk, 
as  if  the  bill  had  been  actually  passed,  and  one  year  has 
been  gained  of  the  three  years  which  its  enactments  re- 
quired. 

I  b^an  with  causing  to  be  printed,  in  a  pamphlet  form, 
two  hundred  copies  (one  hundred  in  the  English,  and  as 
many  in  the  French  bngiiage)  of  the  report,  in  part,  of 
the  Committee  on  Agriculture  of  the  12th  of  March  last, 
with  my  letter  to  you  annexed,  which  I  transmitted  to  my 
correspondents  in  different  parts  of  Europe,  in  order  to 
elicit  opinions  and  obtain  every  possible  information. 
They  nude  their  way  as  far  as  Vienna,  in  Austria,  whence 
I  have  latety  necetved  a  valuable  treatise  on  the  culture 
and  mano^tare  of  rilk.  What  effects  they  produced 
elsewhere,  will  be  mentioned  in  tlie  course  of  this  letter. 

I  then  went  with  M.  D'Homeme  to  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, where  the  culture  of  sDk  has  been  pursued  for 
the 'last  seventy  years.  We  remained  five  days  in  the 
town  of  Mansfield,  where  tlie  greatest  quantity  of  cocoons 
are  raised,  which  they  make  into  sewhig  silk.  There  we 
were  much  surprised  to  find  the  country  poor  in  the  midst 
of  riches.  It  abounds  in  mulberry  trees  of  the  best  spe- 
des,  which  miglit  feed,  according  to  H.  D'Homei^e, 
a  much  greater  qtunti^  of  slkworms  tlian  are  raised 
there.  The  soil  is  excellent  for  the  production  of  that 
tree,  and  silkworms  prosper  there,  though  they  are  raised 
without  any  extraordinary  degree  of  care-  The  cocoons 
are  very  fine,  and  their  silk  excellent;  yet,  the  people  of 
that  district  are  far  from  being  rich,  and  money  is  very 
scarce  among  them.  The  chief  advantage  that  they  ap- 
pear to  derive  from  tlielr  sewing  silk  is,  that  it  serves  them 
as  a  kind  of  circulating  medium—skeins  of  silk  of  a  size 
regulated  by  their  acts  of  Assembly  supplying  the  place 
of  coin  and  bank  notes,  thi-oii^i  a  pretty  large  extent  of 
country.  If  they  knew  how  to  prepare  their  silk  for 
exporbition,  or  for  the  manufacture  of  those  light  stuffs 
that  are  so  much  in  use  through  the  United  States,  tlteir 
condition,  I  think,  would  be  much  improved  by  more  pro- 
fitable sources  of  gain,  and  a  greater  uiflux  of  money.  1 
found  in  that  State  a  disposition  to  extend  the  culture  of 
silk;  and  large  orders  have  even  been  sent  from  thence  to 
thn  dty  for  uie  purchase  of  mulberry  plants. 
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VuHure  of  Silk. 


On  my  return  home,  I  caused  ten  reels  to  be  mztle  on 
an  improved  plan  of  M.  U'llomerguc's,  much  simplified 
from  (tMt  of  Piifdmont,  and  which  were  found  to  work  ex- 
tremely well.  I  also  caused  a  coitrenient  shed  to  be  erect- 
ed for  the  filature,  under  which  the  reels  were  placed* 
with  their  furnaces  and  other  necessary  upparatits. 

On  my  leavings  Connecticut,  1  had  left  orders  to  an 
agent  to  purchase  a  large  quantity  of  cocoons.  From 
some  nusunderstan'^ing,  it  happened  that  that  order  was 
not  executed  in  time,  ao  that  I  obtained  from  thence  a 
much  less  quantity  than  I  expected. 

By  means  of  advertiseraents  in  the  newspapers,  insert- 
ed, however,  too  late  in  the  season,  and  not  extensively 
enough,  I  obtained  cocoons,  in  variousqtiantities,  from  the 
States  of  New  York,  New  Jeraey.  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Virginia,  and  North  Carolina;  a  few  were  sent  to  me  even 
from  tlie  States  of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana.  From  the  last 
of  these  Suies,  and  fiom  Soutli  Carolina,  I  would  have 
received  some  conaiderable  qijantitieSf  if  the  rivers  had. 
been  navigi^le  in  the  interior.  On  the  whole,  I  coukl  only 
collect,  during  the  last  aeoMn,  about  four  hundred  aud 
twen^  potuds  of  various  qualities;  but  I  have  no  doubt, 
that,  nest  year,  by  taking  proper  measures  in  due  time,  a 
sufficient  quantity  may  be  obtuned  for  any  reasonable  pur- 
pose, and  that  qtiantity  will  be  increasing  every  year.  AJ- 
though  the  reeling  season  is  over,  1  am  still  receiving 
some  from  different  parts  of  the  Union.  Tiic  last  I  liave 
purchased  came  from  the  vicininr  of  Richmond,-  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  I  expect  every  day  six  Duslids  from  South  Ca- 
rolina. I  found  no  difficulty  in  procuring  women  to  work 
at  my  experimental  filature;  they  offered  themst-lves  in 
abunduice,  and  those  whom  1  employed  Were  well  pleased 
witli  the  business:  they  like  it  much  better  than  working 
in  the  cotton  factories,  because  the  labor  is  lighter,  and 
they  have  the  advantage  of  the  open  air;  for  silk  cannot  be 
reeled  to  advantage  in  a  close  room.  That  work  must  be 
done  under  a  thevt  into  which  the  ur  has  full  and  free  ac- 
cess on  all  sides,  except  where  the  sini  shines  with  too  much 
power;  and  that  is  provided  against  by  curtaijis  or  sliders. 

I  employed,  at  first,  six,  and  gradually,  afterwards,  so 
many  as  twenty  women  at  tlie  reels,  who  have  acquired 
more  or  less  skill  in  the  art  of  winding  silk  from  the  co- 
coons, and,  in  general,  did  very  well  under  direction.  M. 
Il'Homerguc  praises  very  highly  the  adroitness  and  intel- 
ligence of  the  females  of  thia  country;  and  has  no  doubt  but 
tlwt  they  will,  in  time,  make  excellent  reelers. 

With  the  aid  of  these  women,  M.  D'Homergue  made,  in 
the  course  of  the  season,  about  flf^y  pounds  of  fine  raw 
silk.  When  we  consider  tlie  small  quantity  of  cocoons 
out  of  which  this  was  made,  that  a  large  portion  of  them 
were  bad  ones,  and  the  consiilerabie  waste  that  must  have 
resulted  from  the  want  of  skill  of  women  just  initiated  in 
the  art,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  superiority  ascribed  to 
American  silk  is  not  imaginary,  but  oaa  n  real  and  solid 
foundation. 

IVhilc  these  operationB  were  gdng  dn,  every  decent 
person  who  wished  it,  vnis  admitted  to  see  the  filature, 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  women  were  proceeding  in 
their  work.  Nothing  was  done  in  secret)  it  was,  on  the 
contrary,  the  wish  of  M.  D'Homergue,  and  my  own,  that 
every  thing  should  be  open  to  the  public  eye.  Nor  were 
aur  women  bound  by  any  kind  of  engagement,  to  make  a 
secret  of  the  knowledge  they  acquired,  or  not  to  hire 
themselves  to  others  if  tliey  ittougbt  proper.  They  were 
leA  perfectly  free,  and  are  so  stiti,  now  that  tlic  season  is 
at  an  end,  and  that  they  are  no  lunger  in  our  employ.  At 
the  same  time,  sir,  it  is  but  fair  to  say,  that  they  have  not 
yet  reached  that  proficiency  in  the  art  which  wotrid  enable 
them  to  profit  by  their  labor,  without  being  under  the  di- 
rection of  a  person  skilled  in  the  business.  The  time  will 
come  when  the^  will  be  able  to  set  up  for  themselves 
small  domestic  fllatureat  larger  ones  must  always  be  car- 
ried on  under  the  inspection  of  meni  otherwite,  they  will 


ruin  those  who  undertake  them.  It  is  in  large  filature* 
that  w<nnen  are  to  be  instructed,  so  as  to  spread  the  art  ia 
tlie  reqiured  degree  of  perfection  throu^  the  Innd. 

It  had  been  my  wisli  to  have  made  at  least  one  hundred 
and  fifty  potnids  of  raw  silk,  in  order  to  make  a  &ir  trial 
of  the  respective  markets  of  England,  France,  and  Mexicoi 
but  I  soon  discovered  that  it  would  be  impoasible  in  the 
first  season,  and  therefore  I  determined  to  put  the  silk  to 
another  ti:at.  It  was  evident  that,  tf  it  could  be  manuCic- 
tured  here  into  fine  stuffs,  to  an  equa^  or  nearly  equal, 
degree  of  perfection  with  those  imported  from  Europe,  it 
might  be  also  manufactured  elsewhere,  and  therefore  there 
could  be  no  defect  in  the  mode  of  reeling  it.  I  therefore 
engaged  M-  D'Homergtie  to  weave  several  tissues  out  (J 
part  of  ttie  silk  that  lie  had  reeled,  and  the  result  was  per 
fectly  satisfactorj'.  Asa  sample  of  that  result,  I  have  hid 
the  honor  of  presenting  the  nag  of  the  United  States  to 
the  honorable  the  House  of  Hepresentatives;  aj  it  will  be 
no  doubt  accessible  to  the  public  eye*  it  does  not  belone 
to  me  to  pass  judgment  upon  its  workmanstup.  Part  m 
the  machmery  with  which  it  was  woven  was  made  on  a 
model  imported  by  me  from  Europe  for  the  purpose. 

Thus,  sir,  w  hile  I  Only  meant  to  show  to  the  nation  die 
importance  of  the  art  of  reding,  and  the  ability  of  M. 
D'Homergue  in  that  branch  of  the  ulk  buuoess,  circum- 
stances, which  1  had  not  foreseen,  have  led  me  to  demon- 
strate also  the  possibility,  nay,  tlie  facility,  of  introcUjciiis 
among  us  the  manufacture  of  those  fine  stulTa  for  whicli 
wc  pay  so  large  a  tribute  annually  to  F.uropet  m  that  our 
citizens  will  h^ve  the  choice  of  exporting  or  mnnuCtetar- 
ng  their  r^w  silk,  as  experience  shall  show  to  Uiem  the 
advantage  of  either. 

Nothing  proves  better  the  excellence  of  American  silk 
than  that  the  various  webs  which  M.  D'Homergue  iai 
woven  out  of  it,  have  not  undergone  the  operation  which 
is  called  throwing  or  throwsting,  and  yet  that  thnr  teuare 
possesses  the  necessary  evenness  and  strength.  Tounder- 
stand  this  fully,  some  explanation  is  necessary;  ajid  I  Ing 
to  be  excused  for  briefly  stating  the  different  processes 
which  silk  undergoes  in  Europe,  from  tlie  cocoon  to  the  web. 

1,  The  first  and  moat  csseittial  operation  is  that  of  reel- 
ing. It  is  performed  by  women,  either  by  themselves  in 
their  domestic  filatures,  or  in  large  filatures,  under  tlie  in- 
spcction  of  men  capable  of  directing  them.  The  aen 
never  reel,  but  merely  superintend  the  work  of  the  wo- 
men, to  make  them  produce,  in  their  bluest  pcrfectioi^ 
the  various  qualities  of  raw  nlk  required  Tor  the  Afferent 
manufactures. 

2.  From  the  filature  the  fflk  goes  to  the  s'lk  throwster, 
to  be  thrown,  as  it  is  called.  The  throwster,  partly  br 
the  aid  of  women,  and  partly  of  men  or  boys,  winds,  cleans 
doubles,  or  unites  more  than  two  tlireads  togetlier  iuta 
one.  l*hese  operation!  are  performed  by  means  of  a  com- 
plicated machinery,  called  a  tiirowsUng  mill,  to  which  are 
added,  as  parts  of  its  necessary  apparatus,  winding,  dean, 
ing,  aitd  doubling  or  tramming  engines.  Silk,  thus  pre- 
pared, is  called  throwing  silk.  If  the  silk  Iws  been  badly 
reeled,  the  greatest  part  of  it  goes  to  waate  in  the  opera- 
tion of  throwing!  for  the  twisting  machine,  operating  with 
the  same  degree  of  force  tlirough  the  whole  length  of  the 
threads,  if^  they  are  unequal  (which  is  the  common  defcd 
of  silk  unskilfully  reeled)  the  same  force  which  only  twists 
the  strong  parts,  breaks  the  weak  onee^  and  thta  die  nlk 
is  wasted,  and  great  loss  follows.  Br  these  operations  the 
silk  acquires  consistency  and  atrcngtit,  and  becomes  fit  for 
weaving  after  being  (\ytid. 

3-  From  the  throwster  the  wlk  goes  to  the  dyer,  to  re- 
ceive the  impression  of  colors.  The  4>'er  begins  with 
boiling  the  thrown  silk,  in  order  to  free  it  from  a  quantity 
of  gum  which  still  adherea  to  it;  that  done,  he  plunges  it 
into  his  vats  or  kettles,  to  ffive  it  eoltn-ing.  From  the  tUer 
it  is  sent  to  th«  wnver,  who  muiufteturei  it  into  Afferent 
stuffs. 
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No  nllc  in  Europe,  &b  I  am  informed,  is  b<Hled  or  dyed, 
vithout  being  Grst  thrown;  otherwise,  it  ii  laid,  it  voiild 
become  fiirzy,  and  unfit  for  weaving^. 

The  «&.  mannfactured  hf  M.  D'Hotnergue  has  been 
boiled,  dyed,  and  woven,  without  being  thrown;  and  it 
ilws  not  appear  at  all  deficient  in  evenness  or  regularity 
of  ttie  threads.  I  do  not  mean  to  say,  howerer,  that  Ame- 
rican nlk  will  not  be  improved  by  passing^  through  the 
hands  of  the  throwster;  still,  it  is  a  remarkablo  quality  that 
it  possesses,  that  it  can,  without  it,  produce  such  stuffs  as 
M.  D'Uomergue  has  exhibited.  It  proceeds  from  the 
strength  and  nerve  of  the  tBateria]>  which  are  the  great 
duraeteriidcs  of  the  silk  of  thb  country. 

For  all  die  operations  above  mentioned,  except  that  of 
reeling,  there  is  no  danger  of  competent  workmen  being 
at  any  time  wanting  ir.  the  United  States.    A  number  of 
silk  msnufiicturers,  such  as  throwsters,  dyers,  weavers, 
and  even  maolune  makers,  have  arrived  in  our  seaports, 
in  tlia  course  of  the  present  year,  from  various  parts  of 
Europe,  but  chiefly  from  England,  expecting  to  find  here 
encouragement  for  their  buuness.    Several  have  inquired 
of  me  where  they  eouM  get  employment;  and  finding  none 
for  want  of  ntv  silk,  most  c^tiiem  have  betaken  themselves 
to  the  cotton  tnanufitctories.    There  is  no  doubt  that  many 
more  will  come  in  consequence  of  the  general  excitement 
which  tlie  culture  of  silk  has  produced  in  this  country,  and 
also  because  it  is  well  understood  that  the  silk  manufac 
tories  are  in  a  declining  state  in  England,  as  well  as  in 
Praoce,  whereby  many  workmen  are  thrown  out  of  em- 
ploy.  Ttus  was  aiserted  to  mO)  as  to  the  former  country, 
by  the  English  mantifacturers  who  arrived  here  in  the 
Course  ofthe  last  season. 

As  to  France,  I  need  only  refer  you,  str,  to  the  me- 
Diorial  from  the  merchants  of  Lyons  to  their  Government, 
which  I  had  the  honor  of  communicating  to  the  committee 
(luring  the  last  session  of  Congress,  where  the  fact  is  clefir- 
ly  and  distinctly  stated;  and  yoU  will  recollect  that  ttiis 
decline  is  chieny  attributed  to  a  peat  deal  of  silk  badly 
reeled  being  brought  to  the  market.    Ano^er  very  re- 
markable fact  will  corroborate  this  assertion.    I  am  !n- 
Ibrmcd  by  my  French  correspondents,  that,  aa  soon  as  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  the  12th  March  last,  with 
my  letter  to  you,  reached  Nismcs,  (a  considerable  silk 
manufacturing  town  in  the  South  of  France,  in  which 
there  are  several  extensive  (ilatures,)  the  Chamber  of 
Comtnerce  of  this  ci^  called  a  meetin^^  of  the  merchants 
ofihe  department  of  Gard,  in  which  it  is  situated,  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  petitioning  the  French  Govern- 
nient  to  adopt  for  France  the  plan  which  that  letter  sug 
gvsts,  to  wit,  the  establishment  of  a  school  for  the  instruc 
tion  of  young  men,  to  enable  them  to  become  directors  of 
1  laturea.    The  meeting  was  appointed  for  the  first  of  Au- 
gust last.    Tlte  revolution  which  took  place  at  Paris  at  the 
atter  end  of  July,  and  which  was  attended,  at  Nismes, 
i-Itli  conuderable  disturbance  and  bloodshed,  by  compel- 
in^  the  peaceable  inh^itants  to  fly  the  city,  preve:4ted 
ia.t  assembly  from  taking  place;  but  I  am  informed  that  it 
I  not  lost  sigiit  of,  and  that  the  plan  will  be  resumed  as  soon 
9  possible,    in  the  mean  time,  my  letters  also  inform  me 
lat  an  enninent  lawyer  has  been  employed  to  draught  the 
itcnded  petition,  and  the  cities  of  Lyons  and  Avignon 
tve  been  invited  to  join  in  the  measure.. 
Such  IS  the  importance  that  ia  attached  in  France  to  the 
t  of  reeling  stlki  and  I  ought  to  mention  here,  that,  not- 
ithstanding  the  great  influx  into  this  country  of  nlk  ma- 
fiicturers,  of  every  description,  not  one  reeler  has  ap- 
ared,  either  male  or  female;  and  this  comes  in  support 
wliat  I  have  stated  in  my  former  letter  respecting  the 
Ficiilty  of  obtaining  such. 

F^rj^hteen  months  have  ekpaed  nnce  M.  D'Homergue 
i  vcd  in  this  country,  at  the  imtonce  of  a  sode^  \rtio  well 
lerstood  the  importance  ofthe  art  of  reeling.  Almoit 
nediutcly  on  his  arrival,  he  publidied  hii  essays,  in 
Vol.  VH.— N 


which  he  threw  all  possible  light  upon  the  subject:  those 
essays  have  circulated  in  America  and  Europe.  The  Le- 
gislature of  the  Union  have  thought  them  worthy  of  their 
particular  attention;  and  yet  no  reeler,  except  M.  D'Ho- 
mergiie,  has  appeared  in  the  tfnited  States,  while  silk  ma- 
nufacturers, of  other  descriptions,  have  come  here  in  num- 
bers from  various  parts  of  Europe. 

Thus,  sir,  with  the  exception  of  reeling,  the  United 
States  have  all  the  arts  at  hand  that  are  necessary  for  car- 
rying on  silk  manufactures,  for  which  they  only  want  the 
raw  material  properly  prejiared.  I  should  vAd  that  the 
men  who  profess  those  various  arts  are  all  in  search  of 
labor,  and  that  there  is  danger  of  their  taking  to  manu- 
facturing foreign  »lks,  to  the  great  detriment  of  that  of 
our  country.  The  repablic  of  Mexico  offers  a  strik- 
ing example  of  what  may  happen  here.  In  that  country, 
they  manufacture  a  very  great  quantity  of  sewing  silk, 
besides  shawls,  and  some  other  articles.    They  have  im- 

Eorted  foreign  mamifiicturers,  who  taught  them  their  arts; 
ut  they  neglected  the  planting  of  mulberi^  trees,  and 
raising  silk  worms,  althou^  their  soil  and  climate  are  ad- 
mirably calculated  for  these  purposes.  The  «lk  they  ma- 
nufacture is  imported  from  abroad,  chiefly  from  China, 
and  a  great  deal  of  it  passes  through  tiiis  country  on  its 
way  to  them.  This  sufliciently  explains  the  large  import- 
ations of  raw  silk  which  annually  take  place  in  3ie  United 
States.  It  appears  from  the  treasury  reports,  that,  in  the 
year  which  ended  on  the  30th  September,  1828,  raw  ulk 
was  imported  into  this  country  to  the  amount  of  ^08,709, 
which  amount,  converted  into  ^k  stirfTa,  would  produce 
several  millions,  but  would,  at  the  same  time,  destroy  the 
hopes  of  our  agriculturists.  By  manufacturing  foreign 
silks,  the  Mexicans  encourage  their  manufactures  and 
commerce  at  the  expense  of  agriculture.  1  am  told, 
however,  that  they  are  beginning  to  plaiit  mulberry  trees 
in  the  nei^borhood  of  Acapulco,  on  the  Pacific;  but  it  is 
probable  tliey  will  not  succeed  for  want  of  good  reelers, 
and  becMise  bad  habit^  when  once  fixed,  are  with  diffi- 
culty tud  aside.  I  think  there  is  danger  <^  the  same  thing- 
taking  place  in  this  country.  Some  coarse  articlethave 
already  been  mode  in  New  York,  oat  of  foreign  ulk^  and 
offered  for  sale  there  and  in  tlus  city. 

The  English,  it  is  true,  have  enriched  themselves  by 
the  manuiicti|re  of  silk,  although  their  country  does  not 
produce  tiie  raw  material,  which  they  arv  obUged  to  im- 
port from  abroad ;  but  Acre  is  no  doubt  that  they  would  be 
much  richer  if  they  raised  it  at  bome.  Of  this  ttiey  are 
very  sensible,  and  it  ia  evident  from  the  efforts  they  mode 
to  mtroduce  the  culture  of  silk  into  the  United  States 
while  British  colonies.  They  raise  a  ^reat  deal  of  tt  in 
their  possessions  in  Bengal,  which  is  said  to  be  the  finest 
in  the  world,  but  it  comes  to  Europe  badly  reeled  and 
otherwise  ill  prepared,  and  therefore  iscom^red  inferior 
to  all  others.  (See  tlw  Mnmal  piUtUahed  under  the  au- 
tiMftity  of  theUouK  of  Representative^  in  1838,  p.  ITS.) 
In  addition  to  this,  and  in  support  of  the  importance  of  good 
reeling,  I  beg  leave  to  insert  here  the  statement  of  anEng- 
lish  silk  broker,  communicated  in  a  letter  from  the  respect- 
able house  of  Rathbone,  Brothers,  Ec  Co.  of  Liverpool,  to 
a  gendeman  of  South  Carolina,  who  publisbed  it  in  the 
Sumpter  Gazette  ofthe  first  of  May  last:  "Although,"  says 
the  writer,  "  otir  importations  frMn  the  East  Indies  are 
great,  and  this  trade  of  vital  importance  to  our  successful 
competition  with  the  continent  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
neither  the  East  India  Company  nor  the  private  tqprdiants 
have  hitherto  employed  any  competent  persons  to  super- 
intend the  reeling  of  the  ulk;  if  that  was  done,  I  have  not 
the  slightest  doubt  but  that  silks  of  the  Eastern  produc- 
tion would  render  us  altogether  independent  of  France  or 
Italyi  for  it  ii  an  eatabliahed  fact  that  inlk  <^  the  heat 

rdi^  con  be  produced  in  tite  East  In^es  at  a  lower  rate 
nin  EuK^. 

It  b  also  an  CftabUihcd  &ct  that  Americ*  producei  nlk 
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of  the  best  qualltf ;  and  experiments  haire  shown  that  M. 
D'Hcnerrue  poMMseo  the  necessary  qualificationa  for  di- 
recting ft  nkture,  and  for  {j^vbp  instruction  in  the  art 
reeling.  Inaddition  to  the  evidence  which  results  from  these 
expcnments,  I  beg  leave  to  state  tliatt  in  the  course  of  last 
smnmer,  some  small  samples  of  Pbtladelphia  raw  ulk,  reeled 
by  H.  D'Homei^iue,  were  sent  to  L^ons  and  Nlsmes,  in 
both  of  which  places  it  was  much  admired.  At  Lyons,  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  caused  the  samples  to  be  submit' 
ted  to  the  proper  testa  by  a  sworn  aaasyerf  who  pronounc- 
ed it  veil  reeledt  and  in  the  account  of  these  proceedings 
wluch  was  inserted  in  &  Lyons  newspaper  called  the  Pre- 
curseur,  it  was  said  to  be  worth  there  twenty-six  francs 
(five  d<^rs)  a  pound.  At  Niaoies  it  was  estimated  at 
thirty  francs.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  produce  at 
least  those  prices  in  our  seaports,  to  which  it  is  under- 
stood that  orders  will  be  sent  from  France  as  soon  as 
it  is  known  that  it  may  be  obtained  in  sufficient  quan- 
tities. In  England,  the  prices  of  silk  follow  pretty  nearly 
those  of  France.  In  Mexico,  our  raw  silks  of  tlie  second 
und  third  quality  are  most  in  demand,  and  will  produce 
good  prices.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  they  la^  heavy 
duties  there  on  the  importation  of  raw  silk^  which  they 
Toanuiacture  and  do  not  produce.  With  this  system,  they 
are  not  likely  soon  to  rival  us,  if  we  should  adopt  one  ca- 
pable of  bringing  our  naUve  resources  into  fuU  activity. 

The  only  ^item,  in  my  opinion,  that  will  produce  that 
effect,  is  the  introduction  of  a  good  mettuxl  of  reeling  m\k, 
and  Its  equal  diaseminatioii  through  the  United  Statea. 
This  done,  every  tiling  else  will  follow.  The  agricultu> 
list  will  raise  cocoons,  because  he  will  find  purchasersi  and 
the  raw  silk  will  be  purchased  by  the  foreign  agents,  or 
employed  by  the  manufacturer  at  home.  I  have  received 
several  letters  from  North  and  South  Carolina,  informing 
ffie  iJiat  a  great  many  cocoons  are  raised  thece,  but  that, 
for  want  of  a  market,  they  are  devoured  by  rata  and  insects. 
A  lady  writes  to  me  tbat.she  has  lost  this  year,  in  that  way, 
near  one  hundred  bushela.  A  general  denre  is  expressed, 
from  one  end  of  the  United  States  to  the  other,  to  see  tliis 
rich  production  turned  to  a  profitable  account.  I  have 
received  numerous  letters  to  that  effect  from  almost  every 
State  in  the  Union.  The  excitement  in  favor  of  the  ulk 
culture  appears  to  me  to  be  general,  and  numhersare  pre- 
paring to  apply  themselves  to  it. 

It  remains  now  with  Cougrcw  to  take  such  measures  as 
tfiey  shall  think  moat  proper  for  tlie  attainment  of  titat  ob- 
ject. In  making  experiments  and  collecting  facts,  in  order 
to  throw  some  more  light  upon  the  subject,  1  have  done 
my  duty  aa  a  citizen,  anxious  for  the  welfiire  of  his  coun- 
try. The  committee  will  please  to  i-ecoUect  that  I  have 
not  obtruded  upon  them  my  opiiuons  or  my  advicfit  and 
that,  in  addreasmg  diem  at  the  last  sesHOn,  I  only  yielded 
to  the  roost  flattering  inviution.  At  presen^  it  is  a  duty 
that  I  owe  to  them,  as  well  as  to  myself,  to  support,  by 
facts,  the  theory  that  I  have  advanced,  and  wnidi  they 
have  sanctioned  by  their  approbation. 

I  have  onlv  to  add,  that  M.  D'Homergue  persists  in  the 
offer  he  made  of  his  services,  and  I  in  uiat  of  my  gratui- 
tous assistunce.  Should  the  bill  proposed  hy  the  commit- 
tee be  brought  sgun  to  the  coiuidention  of  Congress,  it 
is  to  be  observed  that  three  years  are  no  longer  required, 
and  tliat  M.  D'Homergue  will  be  ready  to  begin  the  in- 
struction of  the  sixty  young  men  on  the  first  of  July  next. 
This  will  require  an  alteration  in  the  terms  of  payment  of 
the  forty  thousand  dollars.  He  suggests  four  equal  half- 
yearly  instalments,  the  first  to  be  immediately  itfker  the 
passing  of  the  act. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  mention  that  H.  D'Homergue, 
having  inspected  several  of  our  manufactui^ng  establisli- 
ments,  has  been  astonished  at  the  proficiency  that  this 
country  has  nuule  in  mechanios  and  the  mechanical  arts, 
which  will,  in  a  great  degree,  supersede  the  neeessiW  of 
importmg  machinery  from  abroad,  when  tiie  same  effect 


can  be  obtained  here  from  the  ingenuity  of  our  vork- 
mcn. 

X  have  flie  honor  to  he^  with  die  highest  coandetatin 
ajid  raped,  at,  your  most  obedient  and  very  hunbk 
servant 

PETER  S.  DUPONCEAU. 

Hon.  AxBBosx  Spxitckb, 

Chauman  of  the  CommUtee  on  JBgrfeuUart  of  lit 
BBOKofaeprmntatitet  U.  8. 

ASSAYS  OF  FOREIGN  COINS. 

MiKT  or  TBI  Ukited  States, 

Philadelphia,  January  31,  18SI. 
Sia:  Conformably  to  general  instructions  from  the 
TreasuiT  Department,  assays  have  been  made  tiS  the  fol- 
lowing foreign  coins,  the  result  of  which  is  now  req>ect- 
folly  submitted.. 

GOLD  COINS. 
From  the  assayer's  report,  it  appears  thai  the  eotd  coins 
of  Great  Britain  and  Portugal  contain  22  parts  of  fine  gold 
in  24  parts;  those  of  France  21 19-33  parts  of  fine  g(&  in 
24  parU}  and  those  of  Spain  30  63-64  parts  fine  in  24 
parts. 

The  value,  per  pennyweight,  of  the  gold  crnni  of  Great 
Britain'mnd  Portugal,  deduced  from  the  above  usay,  is  the 

same  as  that  of  the  gold  coins  of  the  United  States,  viz.  88  &5 
cents;  that  of  the  gold  coins  of  France  is  87  1-4  ceiite;Bad 
that  of  the  gold  coins  of  Spain  84  78-100  cents  per  penny- 
weight. 

These  results  are  very  nearly  conformable  to  those  of 
our  previous  assays  of  the  above  coins,  except  in  regard 
to  gold  coins  of  Spain,  which,  in  this  instance,  give  a  va- 
lue  slightly  above  the  average  of  those  usually  obtained- 
It  may  be  confidently  inferred  that  no  reducora  in  fine- 
ness has  been  made  in  either  of  the  coins  mcntioned- 

In  addition  to  the  alwve,  assays  hare  been  made  of  the 
gold  coins  of  Mexico  and  Colombia,  issued  in  1829,  and 
of  Central  America,  issued  in  1827;  being  the  latest  dates 
procured.  The  remit  uidicates  an  adherence,  on  the  part 
of  those  Governments,  to  the  gold  standard  of  Spain;  the 
greatest  deviation  from  tliat  standard  not  being  gnrstcr 
than  Spanish  gold  coins  frequently  exhibit.  The  gold 
coins  of  those  new  States  may  be  estimated  at  84 
cents  per  pennyweight,  which  corresponds  with  the  ave- 
rage ^-alue  thereof,  asccrtuned  by  the  assays  of  1S26. 

SILVER  COINS. 

Of  Spanish  milled  dollars,  no  latter  datea  have  been  pro- 
cured tnan  those  heretofore  assayed  and  reported  on,  y'-j. 
of  the  year  1634.  The  fineness  thereof  may  be  staled  at 
10  m.  15  dwts.  12  grains  of  fine  salver  in  12  ounces,  coa- 
formably  to  prerimit  reports.  The  vahie  per  ounce  oar> 
responding  uiereto  i«  116  140  cents.  Stfttidatd  Nkcr  «C 
the  United  SUtes  contuns  10  oz.  14  dwts.  4  S-13  grains  f  f 
fine  silver  in  12  ounces^  the  value  corrcqionding  to  vUck 
is  1 15  38-100  cents  per  ounce. 

Specimens  of  the  Mexican  and  Peruvian  dollar  of  1S30, 
the  Central  American  of  1829,  and  that  of  La  Plata  cf 
1827  and  1828,  have  also  been  submitted  to  cxaminaLon. 

The  three  first  mentioned  are  found  to  be  of  the  fall 
Spanish  standard)  they  even  incVine  to  a  fiaeneas  slighUv 
superior  to  the  ordinary  Spanidi  dollar,  but  net  auch  as  ic 
inaicate  any  authorized  appreciation  in  this  respect.  Be- 
ing of  recent  emission,  th«r  weight  exceeds  that  of  the 
dollar  of  Spain  now  in  circulation.  The  intrintoc  vahie  of 
these  coins  may  be  stated  at  116  1-10  cents  per  ounce.  Br 
tale,  they  may  be  estimated  to  average  100  oenta  4 1^  nulb- 

The  specimens  of  the  dolhr  of  Ia  Plata,  examined  <i> 
1826,  were  found  equal  in  fineness  to  theVexican,  tboa^ 
of  less  value  by  tale,  by  reason  of  their  inferiority  therrtf 
in  weiglit.    On  an  average,  they  were  not  found  to 
worth  more  than  100  cents  each. 

I'ha  latest  dates  then  examined  were  of  1813  and  Ittl  3 
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Tlie  specimens  of  this  coin  iscued  in  1827  and  18S8,  now 
ustyed,  present  resulta  materially^  different  from  the 
above,  and  indicate  %  very  sensible  deterioration  in  the 
standard  thereof.  These  specimens  vaty  from  10  oz.  1 
dwt  13  gnuw  fine  ulrer,  to  10  oz.  7  dwts.  6  grains  in  12 
fxincea.  The  Gnmer  is  equrnJentto  108|  cents  peroiincc, 
and  the  latter  b»  111  MO  cents  per  ounce,  "ne  value  of 
the  former,  accor^n^  to  their  ordinary  weight,  vUl  be, 
"by  tale,  about  93  6-10  cents,  and  that  of  the  latter  96J 
cents.  Nothinr  can  be  usefiilly  affirmed  of  the  average 
value  of  coins  luble  to  variations  of  this  extent. 

Ltte  deposites  of  huge  amounts  in  Spaoldi  dollars,  ex- 
hiUt  a  result  not  oba«ved  at  the  miRt  befbre  the  latter 
part  of  the  last  year.  They  haw  heretofore  been  stated 
as  producing  on  an  average  100  cents  3  mills,  confonnably 
to  the  ascertained  value  of  large  quantities  received  from 
time  to  time  for  coiiiage.  Racentdepomtes  have  prvdiiced 
lesf  than  one  mill  above  their  nonioal  value.  This  ra  to 
be  attributed  to  the  diminished  average  weight  of  those 
coin^  srinnr  in  part  from  the  cessation  of  nev  issues,  and 
pndiably  stUl  more  to  the  fact,  that  a  large  proportion  of 
Che  Spanirit  dollars  now  remainuig  tn  tbe  United  States 
may  be  die  reridue  of  pareeb  frDon  which  tiie  moit  perfect 
have  been  selected  for  the  purposes  of  commerce  and  the 
arts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

iSAMUEL  HOORB. 

ilon.  S.  -D.  ImmuKt 

Seerdaiy  of  the  Treawy. 


WORKERS  IN  IRON. 

^KxLASBirau,  Jamuary  14,  1631. 
1  have  the  honor  to  ttansinit  the  accompanying  me  mo- 
vial,  an^  on  behalf  of  the  petiUoners,  to  request  you  will 
present  the  same  \»  the  House  of  Representatives,  over 
which  you  preside* 

Tbe  memorial  is  u|^ed  by  three  hundred  and  fifty-eig^t 
practical  workers  in  iron,  and  will  be  found,  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  from  our  districts,  and  others  acqiuunt- 
cd  with  the  names,  to  contain  tbe  signatures  of  not  only 
tlie  principal,  but  oil  the  intelligent  master-workmen  and 
Journeymen  in  the  anuthing  buaineBS,  of  tbe  and  coun- 
ty of  Philadelphia. 

Several  of  tne  memorialists  bare  been  informed  by  iron 
masters,  and  owners  of  forges  and  furnaces,  that  these 
^ntlemen  themselves  are  at  length  becoming  satisfied 
that  some  modification  of  the  present  ruinous  tariff  on 
iron  is  necessary;  experience  having  sorely  tau^t  them 
tliat  the  existing  exorbitant  duties  on  tlie  importation  of 
tlie  raw  materisJ,  so  fax  from  increasing,  actually  dimi- 
nishes the  deraaad  for  American  iron. 

With  the  highest  respect  and  consideration,  I  am,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant,, 

JOHN  SAECHET. 

To  the  Hon.  Akdakw  Stetehboh, 

J^peaker  of  the  Boute  of  B^etmtativUt  Wathinglon. 

MEMORIAL. 

7b  /Ae  StaaU  and  Jbuee  of  JRepreaaitativet  of  the  Vhiied 
ISatOt  in  Cmgrem  tuumbled. 

Hie  memorial  of  the  lubscriben,  citizens  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  mecharucs,  employed  in  various 
branches  of  the  manufacture  of  iron,  namely,  as  steam 
engine  makers,  anchor  and  chain  smiths,  sbipsmitbs^ 
machinists,  founders,  hardware  manufacturers,  edge- 
tool  makers,  locksmith^  coach  and  wagon  smiths,  iar> 
rien^  wbitesnuth%  and  blackaouth^  respectfbUy  repre- 
sents: • 
Thaaty  mt  dw  list  seinon  of  the  preieBt  Congress  a 

umber  of  yoor  raemottelMs  presented  a  patition  to  b«b 


Houses,  which,  in  the  Senate,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Hanufiu:ture%  and,  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, to  the  Committee  of  ttie  Whole  House;  that,  in 
the  Senate,  the  Committee  on  Hanufitctures  mnde  a  re- 
port thereon,  printed  by  order  of  that  body,  which  con- 
tains statem«tts,  supposed  to  have  been  made  byjroar 
memorialists  in  the  petition  in  question,  aitd  eonciuuons ' 
deduced  the^efroll^  not  conceived  to  be  correct  by  your 
memcHinlists;  tbey  therefore  feel  satined  tliat  tbe  facts 
referred  to  by  tlie  committee  of  the  Senate  have  not  been 
ftdly  comprehended,  and  that  the  committee  has  ttius 
been  led  into  material  errors,  which,  when  clearW  ^nd 
distinctly  pdntcd  ou^  your  memorialists  believe,  will  be- 
come evident  to  both  Houses.  Your  memcmalists  accord- 
ingly respeotfiilly  ask  permisrion  once  more  to  exhibit 
to  Congress,  in  greater  detail,  and  with  all  the  perspi- 
cuity they  can  give  them,  the  practical  facts  on  which 
they  found  their  claim  fbr  legislative-  relief,  accompanied 
by  such  remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
nufactures in  the  Senate  as  are  absolutely  necessarv  to 
prevent  the  former  statements  of  your  raemorislists  from 
bflltig  nnsunderstood. 

First.  The  report  of  the  CtHnmittee  on  Hanuhetures 
in  the  Senate,  afler  quoting  some  of  the  statements  of 
your  memorialists,  remarks:  "That,  as  this  petition  u 
printed  for  tlie  use  of  the  Senatej  and  placed  among  our 
documents  for  future  reference,  if  neceseary,  it  is  proper 
that  explanations  should  be  given,  to  prevent  erroneous 
impresnona,  wUcfa  it  is  calciuated  to  make.'*  Your  tnc- 
morialistt  believe  the  erroneous  impressions  here  alluded 
toi  to  be  the  prices  given  by  tiiem.  In  Uieir  petition,  of 
tbeoostofiro[i(.bnt  the  committee,  and-not  your  memo- 
rialist^ on  this  point,  have  &llen  into  error,  by  asiumim', 
aa  the  aommittee  liave  done,  the  returns  made  to  the 
Treasury  Department  as  the  basis  of  their  calcuktioni^ 
when,  as  is  well  known,  no  distinction  whatever  is  made 
irt  the  Treasury  returns  between  the  prices  of  refined  and 
common  ironi  whereas,  in  theb  petition,  your  memorial- 
ists expreaaty  declared,  that,  en  refined  iron,  mamifiumuv 
ed  by  rdling,  vUch  then  actually  cost  ten  pounds  ster- 
liiw  per  ton,  or,  at  tiie  par  vidue  of  excbann,  fM^>four 
dollars  and  forty.four  cents,  and  has  nnce  fallen  to  nine 
pounds  steriing  per  ton,  the  duty  was  «ghtyper  cent.) 
and  that,  on  common  iron,  which  then  cost  six  pounds 
steriing,  or  twenty.«x  dollars  and  sixty^eix  cents  per  ton, 
the  duty  was  one  hundred  and  for^  per  cent  't  and,  so  far 
from  therein  conveying  '*  emmeous  impreatoM^'*  your 
memoriaUfts  have  since  aseertuned  that  common  Englidi 
iron,  at  cargo  price,  was  then  selling  at  five  pounds  five 
killings  sterling,  or  twenty-three  dollars  and  thirty-three 
cMits  per  ton,  thus  making  the  dut^  actually  one  hundred 
and  finy-nine  per  cent.,  or  nineteen  per  cent  more  than 
your  memorialists  alleged  in  their  petition.  Smaller  sizes 
of  iron,  such  as  half  inch,  either  square  or  round,  and  un- 
der, are  subject  to  a  duty  of  sevens-eight  dollars  and 
forty  cents  per  ton,  tiie  price  of  half  inch  being  ^  poaa^ 
fivesbiWngs  stei^uig,  or  twentf-seven  dolUrtaDdseveiil3r- 
seven  omts  on  that  «^  equivalent  to  two  hundred  and 
eigtaty^wo  and  three^usrters  per  eentt,  which,  nevet^ 
theless,  continues  to  be  imputed!  On  tiie  smaHer  axes 
of  iron,  in  consequence  of  a  difference  in  cost,  ahliougfa 
subject  to  the  same  apoa&e  ^tv,  the  datr  actoaUy  paid 
is  someiriiat  lem  per  oent  ttisnuiatott  half  inch  iron. 

As  tiie  committee  of  the  Senate,  in  their  report,  have 
pronounced  common  English  iron  to  be  "bad,"  your  me- 
morialista  vnll  be  excused  for  here  inserting  a  set  of  ex- 
periments on  the  strength  of  the  various  malleable  metid^ 
given  in  the  works  of  dnferent  French  and  English  scien- 
tific writers  on  mechamca,  inconteatibly  establishing  the 
reiatire  cohesve  properties  of  these  metals,  and  foUy  ve- 
rified by  the  practical  ezperienoe  of  several  of  ytnir  me- 
rooriaUits.  these  expenmeuls  are  on  tiie  sa^iaiAm  af 
mctalfie  bars,  oBO-qwitert^Uiadi  iq^e  and  abt  indies 
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longTt  and  ihow  their  rupectire  cobenve  atrength,  ex< 
proMd  in  the  number  of  pounds  which  each  bar  me- 
tal would  hfM,  namely: 

Cast  steel,   8,391  poatuls. 

SweAshiron,  (proper  to  make  steel  of*)  4,504  '* 

Other  descriptions  of  iron       -      -  3,492  " 

Wrougrht  CQpper,    -  2,112  " 

Cast  copper,          -  1,192  •* 

TeUow  br«M(         -      -      .      .  1,123 

Cast  tin,   396  •* 

Cast  lead,   114  " 

By  the  foregoing  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  lead,  the 
toughest  of  all  the  metals,  poasesaea  least  strength  of  co- 
hesion; whilst,  on  tlie  oUier  hand,  cast  steel,  the  most 
brittle  of  the  malleable  metals,  poasesaes  in  ttw  highest 
degree  strength  of  oobewm.  Accordingly,  in  the  appli- 
cation of  the  malleable  metals  to  the  various  purposes  of 
business,  their  c<rtienve  strength,  as  well  as  tbeir  tough- 
ness, have  their  respective  viJues;  and  in  ths  same  me- 
tal— that,  for  example,  which  your  memorialists  exclu- 
sively work  up,  namely,  iron — ^tnese  opposite  properties 
are  found  advantageous,  and  are  respectively  turned  to 
the  best  practical  account.  Hence,  from  its  superior 
toughness,  Spanish  iron,  by  all  competent  judges,  would 
be  preferred  fbr  rivets,  harooona^  and  other  articles,  in 
which  toughness  is  principally  required;  and  next  in  point 
of  excellence,  for  tne  same  uses,  the  best  American  iron 
would  be  selected-  For  implemenu  of  husbandry,  crow- 
bars, cut  nails,  and  other  articles  requiring  stiffness,  and 
reustance  against  friction,  Swedish  iron  is  the  best  adapt- 
ed for  these  purposes.  For  sheet  and  rod  iron,  on  ac- 
count of  its  superior  ductility,  Russian  iron  is  generally 
preferred.  Un^^ish  iron  is  preferred  for  various  pur- 
poses, on  acoouBt  of  the  decided  superiority  it  possesses 
IB  various  qualitiest  in  chaina  and  anchors,  froui  its  tiipe. 
riorstrengui  of  cohesion,  its  great  excellenoe  ki  wcldmg 
or  uniting,  and  surpassing  every  other  known  iron,  both 
in  this  latter  quaVity,  and  in  its  power  of  resisting  rust  or 
corroBiMi  when  exposed  to  the  action  of  damnneas  or 
fr«ak  or  salt  water,  for  more  than  a  double  period  of  thne; 
in  nuls  for  railways,  spikes,  and  bolts,  on  account  of  the 
superior  manner  in  which  it  is  prepared  in  alt  the  various 
fonos  required,  as  wdl  as  from  its  acknowledged  sape- 
riority  in  dur^ilityt  and  for  wheel-tires,  for  the  same 
properties,  as  well  as  from  the  greater  evenness  with 
which  it  is  always  drawn.  From  the  rarioua  qualities 
above  enumerated,  American,  Swedish,  and  Russian  iron, 
all  nuutufikctured  by  hammering,  and  English  and  some 
American  iron  Tnanu&otured  by  nriliitf,  <J  the  common 
Hze^  are  all  aold  in  tlus  market  at  nearly  the  same  price, 
to  wit,  at  about  five  dollars  per  cwt.  %  SpaniA  iron  being 
not  much  used  or  known  here. 

Secondly.  Your  memorialists  did  not  mean  to  state,  in 
their  former  petition,  that  the  quality  of  the  iron  made  in 
<^eat  Britain,  which  sells  at  from  sixty  to  nxty-two  dollars 
and  twenty  cents  per  ton,  is  dependent  on  the  hammering 
process,  as  infrared  by  the  committee  of  the  Senate.  The 
quality  of  thi^  as  well  as  of  every  other  description  of 
iron,  aiisea  from  the  purity  or  finenesa  it  receivea  from' 
the  furnace  or  fol^,  in  the  application  of  beat,  and  not 
ftom  ilat  process  by  which  it  is  drawn.  The  hammer  is 
used  in  England  in  preparing  lai^  and  irregular  pieces 
of  Iron,  in  which  the  rolling  process  cannot  be  resorted 
tot  and  hence  this  difference  of  price. 

Thirdly,  llie  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate 


froiii  the  duty  of  three  and  a  half  cents  per  pound  on  it; 
which,  the  committee  remark,  "if  incurred  to  any  con- 
riderablc  extent,  must  be  altogether  voluntary,  as  the  iron 
nay  be  inqiorted  in  bars  f>f  a  krg*  sixe,  and  converted 
into  thoM  of  a  leaser  nxe  in  this  country  at  a  very  mall 


expenset"  and  refer  to  the  roffinr  mSNa  «*  wUeh  have 
been  in  operation  for  several  years  m  the  coua^  of  Har- 
ris, in  the  State  tiS  New  Jmey,"  and  e^sewheref  where, 
the  committee  assert,  "  common  bar  iron  may  be  eonvert- 
ed  into  bars  and  bolts,  of  the  smaller  nze,  at  a  small  ex- 
pense." Kow,  your  meowrialists  must  be  permitted  tn 
say,  in  replying  to  this  statement  of  the  comtmttee  oftbe 
Senate,  that  the  hardaltip  they  complained  of,  aiiaing  froa 
the  duty  in  ouestion,  is  not,  on  Aeir  par^  "  voluntai^ 
incurred,  and  fior  the  reasMU  which  ttey  proceed  to  give. 
First— Iron  of  the  smaH  Mzes,  paying  three  and  a  half 
cents'  per  pound  duty,  is  stiU  imported  and  purchased  by 
many  of  your  memoriaSsts,  although  these  small  oize^ 
manufactured  in  tliis  country,  receive  a  bounty  or  "pro- 
tection'* equivalent  to  the  duty.  Thii^  your  nMDorial- 
ista  deuly  conceive,  proves  thtf  Uie  statement  of  the  con- 
nuttee  of  the  Senate  is  not  borne  out,  and  is  oerfainly  at 
variance  with  all  their  experience  upon  a  point  in  wliicb 
they  cannot  be  mistaken;  for,  notwithstamfing  <*the  many 
mills  erected  for  rolling  iron  of  these  small  uzes,"  spoken 
of  by  the  committee  as  being  done  '*  at  a  small  expense," 
your  memorialists  still  find  Uieir  advantage  in  purchasng 
the  imported  article  of  the  same  descriptitm,  subject  \» 
the  heavy  duhr  in  question,  as  well  as  the  otb«-  cfaugesof 
importation.  'Secondly — Your  memoriaTists  wilt  add,  tfaat 
some  ofthem  have  actually  pud  the  American  manufactu- 
rers twenty-five  dollars  per  ton  for  rolling  iron  of  one  indi 
and  under  into  five-ei^ths  of  an  inch;  and  from  the  ame 
sizes  intohalf  an  inch,  thirty  dollars  perton;  whilst  the  fbr> 
mer  Kze^  of  five-eighttu  of'^ an  inch,  only  cost  the  manu&c- 
turer  of  bard  ware  in  Great  Britain  twenty-three  dollaistbir- 
ty-three  cents  per  ton,  and  the  latter  sizes,  of  half  an  ioc!^ 
onfy  twenty-seven  doUara  seventy-seven  cents.  Hence  it 
is,  that,  from  our  own  present  absurd  duties  on  all  szes 
afrolleid  iron  above  half  an  inch,  the  British  manu&cturer 
18  enabled  to  import  into  the  United  States,  tn  the  form  of 
hardware,  a  too  of  iron,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-eight  AoV 
lars  eighty-three  cents,  including  duty;  and  that,  on  ill 
sizes  ol  ■rolled  iron  of  half  an  inch,  he  is  also  enabled  to 
import  into  the  United  States^  in  the  same  form,  a  tcai  of 
iron^  at  the  rate  of  thirty-five  dolkrs  thtrt^-ninc  cents,  i:i- 
cluding  duty!  the  dlscnmiiHiting  duties,  in  fkror  of  die 
British  manii&cturcr,  being,  on  alt  nzes  of  iron  over  half 
an  inch,  thtrty-one  dotlars  fifty  cents,  and,  on  half  'mA, 
seventy  dollars  seventy-seven  and  a  half  cents;  the  dutn 
on  hardware  manufactured  of  the  smaller  sizes  of  iroo 
being  only  one-eleventh  of  what  they  are  on  iron  as  a  raw 
material;  and  on  hardware  made  of  larger  sixes  about  om> 
sixth:  thus  excluding  such  of  yonr  memorialists  as  arc  eR> 
■raged  in  the  manumcture  of'^  hardware,  from  any  thin^ 
fike  a  fiiir  competiti<m  with  the  sjme  articlM  brou^t  by 
the  British  importer  into  owr  own  markett  Some  ofitwr 
memorialists,  beudes,  have  been  informed  by  ownen  of 
the  largest  and  best  rolling  mills  "in  this  country,"  that, 
at  the  present  prices,  they  are  by  no  means  denrous  ts 
convert  common  bar  iron  into  bars  and  bolts  of  the  small- 
est sizes,  notwithstanding  the  declaration  of  the  comnultfe 
of  the  Senate,  that  your  memorialists*  preference  of  ibc 
imported  iron  of  this  description  **must  be  altogether  vo- 
lunury." 

Fourthly.  The  Committee  on  Manu&ctures,  in  the* 
report  to  the  Senate,  refer  to  a  part  of  the  former  petitics 
of^ your  memorialists,  which  stated  that  whecl-tire  »iik 
holes  punched  in  it,  sheet  iron  cut  and  punched  for  sto^e- 

Eipes,  boiler  phtes  of  a  size  and  punch  for  steam  engine 
oilers,  and  hoop  Iron  punched,  were  imported  at  the  id 


alleges  that  your  petitioners  complained  of  the  hardship U-idorem  duty  thereon  'of  twenty.five  per  cent.,  as  "  lU 
purchasing  small  mzes  of  iron  at  the  high  price,  arising  leases  of  evanons  of  specific  duties,  and  fVawls  upon 


revenuet"  and  style  this  part  of  yonr  memuriartsts*  petite, 
"an  exhibition  of  the  mysteries  of  trade,  which  must  be 
new  to  th^Senatet"  "as  an  ingenious  plan  to  evade  tlx 
duties  on  bar  iron,  and,  when  carried  into  execntiaa,  > 
grow  and  ptdpable  fraud  npon  the  rereiHie.**   And  die 
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jommittre  furtiier  aHege,  that  the  importation  of  partially 
nanufactured  wheel-tire,  with  holes  punched  in  it,  is  "a 
ievice  of  the  impoKers  to  evade  the  duties  upon  bar  iron," 
which,  they  add,  •<  cannot  impose  upon  the  custom-house 
jfficcrs,  and,  if  it  should,  will  no  doubt  be  corrected  as 
non  as  made  known  to  the  Treaiuiy  Department"  In 
reply  to  these  allegations  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate, 
irour  memorialists  do  not  feel  themselves  at  liber^  to  in- 
dulge in  the  expresrion  of  feefrnga  which  an  acute  sense 

joattce  might  wamntf  and  the  unfeigned  respect  they 
entertain  fop  both  Houses  of  Congress  will  prevent  any 
uumadvernona,  notwttbstan^ng  the  imputations  which  the 
Bomndttee  hare  thonght  proper  to  cait  upon  such  of  yonr 
memorialists  as  hayebeen  accustomed  to  import  iron  ma- 
nufactured in  whole  or  in  part,  in  confomuty,  as  they  be- 
lieve, with  a  just  and  strict  interpretation  of  the  revenue 
laws.  Without  any  infraction,  however,  of  their  respect 
For  both  Houses  of  Congress,  they  may  be  permitted,  in  an- 
swer to  these  allegations  of  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures in  the  Senate,  to  observe,  that  the  sections  of  the 
various  acts  now  in  force,  imposing  the  duties  in  question, 
punt  out  these  distinctions,  and  not  your  nwiKMiaUstst  and 
they  believe  have  always  been  so  understood  and  applied,  as 
only  to  subject  iron  manufactured  in  whole  and  in  part,  not 
athcrwise  specified,  to  the  duty  of  twenty-five  pep  cent 
id  valorem  thereon.  It  wUi  be  seen  that  the  act  of  May 
19,  1828,  limits  the  additional  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem 
iuty  to  the  articles  made  of  iron  therein  enumerated,  and 
that  all  other  manufiurturea  of  iron,  not  otherwise  specifi- 
9d,  remain  subject  to  the  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  imposed  by  the  act  of  May  22, 1824.  Tour  mc- 
monaliste  moreover  assert,  without  fear  of  contradicdon, 
tliat  the  interpretation  uniformly  given  to  these  sections  of 
:he  acts  in  question  at  the  custom-house,  and,  it  is  be- 
lieved, with  the  entire  sanction  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, has  been  always  to  allow  the  imporUtion  of  iron 
manu&ctured  in  whole  and  in  part,  when  not  among  the 
articles  q>ecified  in  the  actof  May  19,  1828,  subject  only 
to  the  ad  valorem  duty  of  twentyJive  pep  cent,  imposed 
>y  the  act  of  May  22.  1834,  that  this  construction  of  these 
lets  imposing  the  duty  in  question  is  entirely  correct,  must 
3c  obvious  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  if  they  will  refer 
'a  an  act  passed  during  the  last  sesuon,  regulkting  the  im- 
sortation  of  railroad  iron,  which  expressly  confines  the 
application  <^its  proviirions  to  iron  imported  fbr  railriwds, 
hut  cleariy  sbowmg  that  Congress  deemed  it  necessary  to 
tnact  a  law  for  the  express  purpose  of  preventing  iron  so 
mported  from  being  applied  to  any  other  purpose  except 
liat  of  rails,  which  nught  have  been  done  previous  to  the 
Tnactment  of  the  sud  law.  It  is,  berides,  well  known  to 
ill  of  our  fellow-citizens  engaged  in,  or  practically  ac- 
quainted witii,  the  ironmongery  trade,  that,  under  the 
irovwions  of  the  act  of  May  22,  1824,  imposing  the  ad 
'alorcm  duty  erf  twentjr^ive  per  cent  on  manufactures  of 
ron  not  othermse  spedfied,  and  not  subsequently  enume- 
■ated  and  repealed  by  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Hay  19,  1828,  it  has  been  the  constant  and  uninterrupted 
>ractice,  at  this  and  other  ports  in  tile  United  States,  to 
oiport  iron,  manufactured  in  whole  or  in  part,  under  this 
id  valorem  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent. 

Fifthly.  The  first  section  of  the  act  of  May  19,  1828, 
>rovides  that  barer  bolt  iron,  when  manufiwtnred  by  roll- 
ng-,  and  above  half  an  inch  diametep,  shall,  on  its  import- 
tioiv  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  thirty-seven  dollars  per  ton; 
.nd  iron  of  the  same  description,  but  of  smallep  sizes, 
abject  to  a  duty  of  seventy-eight  dollars  forty  cents  per 
on.  What  led  the  framers  of  the  law,  in  this  section  of 
lie  act,  to  give  such  a  decided  monopoly  to  the  manufac- 
ures  of  liardware  and  ironmongery  at  Sheffield  and  Bir- 
ningham,  is  what  your  petitioners  are  not  able  to  state; 
ut  they  know  and  feel  that  such  is  the  effect  the  pro- 
ision  in  question-  This  view,  moreover,  can  be  clearly 
lade  manifeft  from  the  following  statements  of  k  fiew  of 


the  many  articles  which  can  be  imported  at  and  under  the 
present  cost  of  bar  iron.  By  the  letter  from  the  Secreta* 
ry  of  the  Treasury  of  the  5th  of  Februaiy,  1830,  trans- 
mitting statements  of  the  com^merce  and  navigation  of  the 
United  States,  Sec.  &c.  printed  by  order  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  it  will  be  found,  at  pag«  88  of  that  docu- 
ment, that,  in  tlM  fiscal  year  ISSS-'d,  there  were  imported 
into  the  United  States  65,896  pounds  of  hammers  and 
sledges  toe  blacksmiths,  valued  at  #3,049,  equivalent  to 
$4  per  ewt,  which  is  33^  cents  below  the  cost  of  bar 
iron  in  this  market,  exeluave  of  duty,  and  of  which  only 
3,097  pounds  were  re-exported;  so  thM63,799  pounds  m 
hammers  and  sledges  have  been  imported,  during  the  year 
mentioned,  Ibr  the  use  of  the  American  manufacturers  of 
these  very  articles.  Wheel-tire,  which  your  nemorialista 
in  their  former  petition  asserted  coukl  be  imported, 
since  that  time  has  actually  been  nnported,  in  a  finished 
state,  for  about  $44  17t  whilst  bar  iron,  suitable  tot  this 
purpose,  is  now  selling  at  about  90  dollars  per  tont  more 
than  double  the  price  of  what  H  court  when  imported  in  a 
manu&ctured  state  from  a  foreign  country !  Frjring  and 
dripping  pans,  both  id  part  and  in  whole  manufiictured, 
are  now,  andeverhaire  been,  imported,  dutieaandallodKr 
chai^fea  included,  at  a  less  price  than  the  cost  of  the  dieet 
iron.  Tea  tmyv,  of  large  dzes,  made  of  doubled  rolled 
sheet  iron,  with  only  one  coat  of  paint  or  japan,  can  be 
imptnted,  duties  and  other  charges  included,  at  $83  72 
per  ton;  whilst  the  iron  required  Tor  the  same  purposes  Is 
selling  at  double  the  price,  namdy,  at  from  $160  to  9170 
per  tmi.  Tea  trays  of  the  above  (Ascriptions,  therefore, 
can,  and  no  doubt  will  be  imported  into  tiie  United 
States,  to  be  converted  into  stove  doors,  blowers,  coal 
scuttles,  &c.,  as  well  as  an  ahnostinfiiute  number  of  other 
articles  of  forugn  manu&cture,  as  a  raw  material,  to  be 
applied  not  only  to  the  same,  but  various  other  purposei^ 
unless  the  present  exorbitant  duties  on  bar,  sheet  noop, 
and  rod  iron  be  reduced  to  a  uniform  rate  with  the  di^ 
now  imposed  on  tiie  importation  of  hardware.  Again— 
wire.  No.  18,  is  imported,  which  costs  fb«r  pence  Merlhy 
oer  lb.,  or  £37  Cs.  8d.  ite^g  per  ton  at  par,  eqanileol 
to  .  .  -  -  #165  00 
l*he  dutv  thereon,  at  ten  cents  per 

pound,  is     -         .         -        S34  00 
Making  the  co^t  of  a  ton  of  wire,  No. 

18,.duty  included     -         -    #389  00 

Kiutting  needles,  of  the  same  material,  are  imported^ 
which  coat  five  pence  sterling  per  pound,  or  per  txm 
eqmvalent  to         -         •       #194  00 
'Itie  duty  thereon,  35  per  cent,  ad 

valorem,  is  -         -         •  53  37 

Making  the  cost  of  a  ton  of  knitting 

neemes,  duty  incKided,  #  346  37 

By  the  above  statement,  it  isthen  manifest  that  a  protec- 
tion is  given  to  the  manufacturers  knitU?^  needles  at 
Birmingliam  and  Sheffield,  by  the  duty  in  question, 
amounting  to  #142  63  per  ton}  and  granted,  too,  by  the 
provinons  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  wit  United  States,  in 
conformity,  as  is  alleged,  with  the  known  wishes  and 
earnest  solicitations  of  masters  and  owners  of  American 
forgesand  furnaces,  and,  what  is  well  worthy  of  note,  be- 
lieved by  them  calculated  to  protect  American  industry! 
And  these  observations  are  equally  applicable  to  wire 
fenderp,  neves,  and  every  other  description  of  roaou&c* 
tures  from  iron.  Anun,  hammered  nils,  that  now  pay 
the  exorbitant  duty  u  five  cents  per  -pound,  are,  never- 
thelen,  almost  exclumely  imported,  because  the  present 
duty  on  nail  rods  is  so  enormous  as  to  preclude  all  possi- 
bility of  competition  between  the  domestic  and  foreign 
maiiufiwturcr.  This  last  remark  the  following  statement 
will  establish:  The  cost  of  120  pounds  of  nail  rods,  at  Bir- 
min^sm  or  Shefiield,  is  less  than  six  shillings  and  three 
pence  sterling,  op,  at  par,  #1  37^;  130  pounds  being 
required  to  produce  tOO  pomds  of  naik|  tiiat  is  to  say. 
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the  coit  of  the  rav  mateiiftl  of  100  pounds  of  nula,  viz. 
130pmindsofiiiUrodtinGn^nd,M  il  871 

Tlie  cost  of  three  buidiels  (rf'iuefc,  (coi]»)  at  tivee 

pence  per  bushel,  U        •  ... 
Hie  present  duty  is  five  cents  per  pound,  or 
Hakini^  the  cost  of  the  raw  materiu  of  100  pounds 

of  na'ils,  duty  included,  to  the  Engltsh  manufiic- 

turer,        -        -        -        -        -  . 
On  dw  other  hand,  the  cost  of  the  ntw  material  of 

lOOpoundaof  nails,  viz.  ISO'pooiKUof  Dulrodi^ 

in  the  United  States,  is  - 
The  coat  of  three  bushelx^  coal,  at  38  canttper 

bushel,  is  .... 
Add  to  this  the  loss  arising  from  diflferenee  of  &. 

cilitpr  in  vorking,  from  its  inferior  ductility, 

equivalent  to  oneHenth  of  the  labor,  m  - 
Making  the  cost  of  raw  matciial  and  diflferenee  of '  '  ■ 

lidMir  of  100  pounds  of  nails,  to  the  Ametkan 

manaftctucer,  -       $f  74 

A  diflferenee,  in  point  of  cost,  between  Enrfidi  and  Ame- 
rican  T«v  matetiab,  for  the  nunufiu:ture  of  100  poundsof 
nails,  eqiUTaUnt  to  one  dollar  and  twenty  cents.  This 
loss  to  the  American  nailer  is  caused  by  the  American  iron 
maker  not  pimctically  understanding  the  bunness.  The 
COM  of  the  iron,  as  compared  with  the  amount  of  labor, 
profit,  coal.  He.  is  as  seven  to  thirty 'fire,  or  about  one- 
fifth.  Atthiarate,  the  duQr  on  nails  oi^t  to  be  one-fifth 
on  the  iron,  and  fiiur4fths  on  the  nails,  to  place  the  nailer 
on  the  same  footing  with  the  iron  niaatcr;  but  as  we  have 
averaged  the  coat  of  the  iron  at  one^thini,  and  the  labor 
and  coals  at  two-thirds,  your  memorialists  will  punue  the 
tame  calculation.  Now,  three  and  a  half  centa  per  pound 
being  the  duty  rods  are  subjected  to,  the  duty  on  naila,  at 
the  same  ntio,  should  be  twelve  cents  and  mx  mills  per 
pound  t  wluch  at  once  appears  ao  extravagant, '  that  no  in- 
tel^ient  man,  in  or  out  of  Congress,  ootud  be  found  its 
advocate.  But  reduce  the  duty  on  rods,  the  raw  material,' 
to  a  fiur  proportion  with  the  duty  now  imposed  on  nails, 
and  you  at  once  transfer  the  nu^ng  of  naila  from  the 
British  to  the  American  manulacturert  and  the  importa- 
tion  of  nail  rods  will  certainly  increase  in  the  aame  pro- 
pm^n  that  the  importatiim  of  naila  will  deereasej  bat 
your  memoriafiata  are  fiirther  warranted  in  adiUng,  that, 
from  the  increased  eonsnmption  of  American  nails,  the 
supply  of  foreign  iron  must  necessarily  be  increased  also. 
During  the  fiscal  year.l83S-*9,  we  imported  two  hundred 
and  uxty^ix  tons  of  rods  made  into  naiUt  the  first  cost  of 
these  two  hundred  and  sixty^ix  tons,  in  the  form  of  rods, 
is  known  not  to  exceed  $rJiSS  88;  now,  if  your  memo- 
riali^  deduct  tlus  latter  sum  from  the  whole  amount  ptud 
to  the  British  manuGicturer  of  the  266  tons,  in  nail^  name- 
1j,  36.723  doUara,  it  will  leave  $28,336  18  cents.  This 
last  named  sum,  if  the  duties  were  equalized  in  the  man- 
ner just  pointed  ou^  would  ^ve  employment  to  as  many, 
if  not  more  American  nulers,  than  it  now  does  to  the  Bri- 
tish. It  is  known  to  your  memorialists,  from  the  same  in- 
equality in  the  duties  here  alluded  to,  that  hone  shoes  arc 
actually  becomii^  an  article  of  importation,  which  here- 
tofore hare  always  been  made  by  American  smiths,  and  the 
cost  of  wlu^  ineki£i^,  duties  and  other  cbaiges,  wHk  not 
exceed  the  present  price  of  bar  iron.  Hoops  for  water 
and  other  descriptions  of  casks,  can  be  imported,  duties 
and  charges  included,  at  57  dollars  per  ton,  being  $31  40 
less  than  the  duty  on  the  raw  material  of  wluch  they  are 
made.  Hence  a  cooper,  by  importing  lua  hoops  ready 
riveted,  and  thus  saving  that  part  of  hia  manual  labor  on 
the  hoopa,  can  save  at  leaat  one-half  the  coated  the  article, 
when  impwted  as  "  hoop  iron,"  or  in  Its  state  as  a  raw 
material.  Thu^  it  appears,  whether  your  memorialists 
have  reference  to  bar  iron  fKkjang37  dollars  per  ton  duty, 
or  sheet  iron,  hoop  iron,  nul'roctf,  and  round  or  square 
iron,  of  half  an  inch  and  under,  all  paying  (78  40  per  ton, 
or  wire  psyimr       «x  to  ten  cents  per  pound,  the  roult  | 


in  each  particular  case  will  be  the  sane,  as  hns  jnst  been 
deoMnutratedt  maluig  it,  consequently,  always  cheaper 
to  import  the  above  Mmptiona  of  iron  in  a  manafBetv> 
ed  than  in  a  raw  state,  and  thus  depriving  American  arti- 
sans  of  empli^ment,  to  which  they  arc  so  well  entitled, 
without  injury  to  the  consumers,  to  the  same  extent,  oa 
these  descriptions  of  iron,  and  now  not  in  any  manner  be- 
nefiting the  mastera  and  ownen  of  American  forges  and 
fumacea.  Your  nemoriaBsti  cannot  perceive  ^bf  the  im- 
portation ^one  attide  of  hardware  ihooU  be  eowsdatd 
an  evasion  of  the  SMoftc  duty  on  bfriron  more  than  ano- 
ther, as  it  is  equally  appHonble  to  every  deacriptioM  whst- 
ever,  wheth«'  subject  to  ad  valorem  or  ipetnfic  dotyf  and 
yet  the  comimttee  of  the  Senate  contend  that  **  ^re  are 
many  articles  of  hardware  upon  which  there  ahoold  be  is 
increase  of  duty,  particulari^  upon  bedserews,  mentioDed 
in  the  petition,"  as  in  oppoaitian  toall  Ae^toverensooiag^ 
supported  as  it  is  by  the  dearest  and  beat  establiiM  Acta. 

Sixthly.  The  Conmnttee  on  MMofcetaresin  the  Senate 
remark,  that  ''They  are  of  o[Hiuon  with  the  petiAkinen, 
that  there  should  be  jost  proportion  between  the  duties 
upon  bar  iron  and  those  upon  hardwarei  but  Aat  tins  pro- 
portion can  be  more  properly  attuned  by  increaaing  the 
dirties  upon  hardware,  than  by  redudng  them  upon  iron, 
as  this,  without  inhtring  the  manufiu^rcr  of  iron,  would 
protect  the  mamincturer  of  hardwaret  but  this,  it  aeen^ 
tlie  petitionen  do  not  »A.  or  wish.**  Had  the  conunittee 
been  well  acquMnted  with  the  practical  efiecto  of  tbe  do- 
ties  on  iron  and  hardware,  in  rektion  to  tiieir  apentionoB 
each  other,  and  of  course  that  no  duty  on  hardware,  abort 
of  that  on  iron,  could  "protect,"  as  it  is  caUed,  tbemasn- 
facturer  of  hardwarei  Mid  the  duty  on  hwi  baa  already 
been  shown  to  be  from  159  to  283j  per  oenL,  or  an  ang- 
menlation  of  from  six  to  eleven  tines  Ibe  preeent  nlea  of 
duties  on  hardware  ^K^oh  your  memoriafials  wouUnot 
only  con^der  impracticable,  but  altogether  lufjost,  Acy 
having  no  other  object  in  the  relief  they  now  pray  for,  thaa 
to  be  enabled  to  bring  their  own  industry  into  &ir  aad 
equal  competition  witii  the  foreign  manufikctuTer,  which 
the  present  exorbitant  duties  on  the  raw  mntenals  they 
make  use  of  wholly  prevent,  and  which,  they  truot,  natit, 
from  the  statements  already  presented,  dcnrly  sf^iear. 
Your  memorialists  vriU  be  excused  for  once  more  Tepea^ 
ing,  that,  asloogasthedotyontiienwmntaialish%ber 
than  that  on  tho  manu&ctored  aitid^  ao  long  wffl  the  fi>- 
reign  manubcturer  keep  poosesnon  of  the  market.  Man- 
over,  if  the  duty  on  haraware  should  be  nJsed  above  its 
present  rates,  so  far  from  benefiting  any  class  of  yoor  me> 
morialistB,  it  would  only  tend  to  substitute  hentp,  leather, 
wood,  and  other  dwiqi  materials,  for  the  iron  whidi  b  now 
used.  On  the  etherhnd,  a  Ml  in  the  pricesof  ir<»v  coa- 
sequent  upon  a  reduction  of  duties,  would  materially  ei* 
tend  ita  use  and  promote  its  further  consumptkmf  uid  Ami 
whilst  at  the  same  time  the  buvneas  of  your  metnoruBsti 
would  necessarily  be  increased,  the  whole  euontrr,  in  the 
capacity  of  consumers,  would  feel  its  benefits.  And  yoor 
memonahsts  will  here  be  permitted  further  to  rennrk. 
upon  the  authority  of  all  expertenoe,  that  a  ndSon  wlmh 
excels  in  the  production  oi  cbeap  iron,  wWch  an  only  be 
brought  about  by  the  freest  and  most  unfinrited  competi- 
tion, most  excel  in  all  the  useful  arts. 

Seventhly.  The  committee  of  the  Senate  state,  titat 
"They  have  received  no  information  to  convince  tbea 
that  these  articles^  to  wit,  axes,  adzes,  drawing  knives 
cutting  knives,  sickles,  or  reaping  boolo,  scythes,  spades, 
sliovcls^  bridle  bits,  squares  of  iron  or  steel,  steelyard*, 
scalebcams,  socket  chisels,  vices,  and  wood  screws,  are 
not  sufficiently  protected."  Your  memoriaUsts,  in  tbdr 
former  petition,  did  not,  nor  do  they  now,  ask  for  any  ad- 
ditional burden  to  be  laid  on  the  consumer  of  the  above 
articles;  but  they  concave  that  the  fact,  as  stated  by  the 
o<Hnniittee,  fonMies  satisftctoiy  proof  that  Hie  manufiM:- 
torer  of  the  domestic  is  not  on  aa  fitvoraUe  a  fiwtinir  <■ 
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he  American  market,  as  the  nmnuftcturcr  of  the  same  fo- 
eign  article.  The  committee  acknowledges  a  A.\Ay  of 
line^-five  per  cent  on  fat  iron,  which  your  memorial- 
)ta  bclieTc  they  have  already  Aovn  to  be  tttm  one  hun- 
Lred  and  fifty-iune  to  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  and 
hree-quartera  per  cent;  and  at  the  same  time  the  report 
•i  the  committee  states  that  they  have  received  no  evi- 
lence  tluLt  the  articles  just  enumerated  are  not  sufficientiy 
irotected.  Now,  to  your  memorialists,  nothing  can  be 
learer  than  that  three  tons  of  iron  in  the  form  of  hardware 
an  be  imported  into  the  United  States,  as  far  as  tlie  dti- 
iea  are  ID  question,  at  tbe  laqke  coat  as  one  ton  of  iron  in 
ts  raw  at^,  accordmg  to  the  very  statements  fiimiabed  by 
be  committee  themselves.  But,  in  point  of  fact,  from  six 
o  ten  tuns  can  be  imported  in  the  atate  of  hardware,  for 
me  ton  iri  its  raw  state.  In  averaging  the  duty  of  seven' . 
y-eiglit  dollars  and  forty  cents  pe^ton,  with  mat  of  thir- 
}  -seven  dollars  per  ton,  aupposmg  the  duty  on  hardware 
o  be  thirty-five  per  cent.,  it  evidently  appears  that  the 
'iews  presented  by  your  memorialiats  could  not  have  been 
entirely  understood  by  tlte  committee  of  the  Senate. 

Eightlily.  The  committee  of  tiie  Senate  remark,  tiiat 
'^herc  must  evidently  be  a  mistake  in  the  statement  of 
he  petitioners,  tiiat  there  arc  annually  imported  sixty 
housand  tonsof  hammered  bar  iron."  In  reply,  yourme- 
norialists  beg  leave  to  observe,  tliat  the  committee  have 
lot  clearly  comprehended  tlie  views  intended  to  be  con- 
'eyed  by  this  part  of  your  memorialists'  petition.  Your 
nemorialists  have  therefore  now  taken  connderable  pains 
n  procuring  documents  and  information '  from  different 
lources,  which  enable  them  to  present,  as  they  hope,  an 
entirely  satisfactory  exhibition  of  the  same  &ct,  or  at  least 
is  far  as  the  subject  will  admit  of  elucidation.  In  the  Brst 
lUce,  a  quantity  of  iron  contained  in  any  given  quantity 
)f  hardware,  paying  ad  valorem  duty,  cannot  be  come  at 
n  any  odier  way  than  by  estimating  it  as  formine  an  ali- 
quot part  of  the  first  cost,  which  your  memorialists  esti- 
BMe  at  one-third.  But  should  it  be  here  iiiged  that  this 
■ate  is  too  high,  it  then  is  manifest  that  your  memorialists 
nrill  have  underrated  their  own  labor,  and  consequently 
hVouM  be  greater  losers.  Proceeding  then  on  this  basts, 
Lhe  following  results  arc  obtained,  namely: 
[mporta  of  hardware,  subject  to  an  atl  vido- 

rem  duty  oftwenty-five  per  cent.  -  $2,725,430 
[mports  of  hardware  paying  a  duty  of  from 

Uurty  to  forty  per  cent.,  say  tliirty-five 

per  cent.   440,201 

[mports  of  hardware  paying  specific  duties  180,515 


riie  whole  amount  of  hardware  imported  du- 
ring the  fiscal  year  182S-'9,    -      -      -  $3,346,146 
The  raw  material,  iron,  contained  in  the  above  .hard- 
ware, amounted  to  S8,939j  tons,  paying  the  ad  valorem 
lu^  of  25  per  cent,  on  the  first  cost  of  the  iron,  which 
tiras  }23  S3  per  ton,  showing  that  eacli  ton  of  iron  of  this 
Ascription  tias  actually  been  introduced  into  the  United 
States  at  Oie  rate  of  $5  50  per  ton,  or  within  a  small  frac- 
tion thereof.    Hence,  the  above  38,939^  tons  must  liave 
p»d,  in  duties,  the  sum  of       -       -       -    $S14,167  25 
The  hardware  subject  to  specific  duties  con- 
tained 6,289J  tons,  paying,  as  above  stat- 
ed, 35  per  cent,  or  $8  25  per  ton,         .     52,072  92 
And  2,579  tons,  paying  a  specific  duty,  say 
of  97  per  ton.   18,053  00 


The  wliole  amount  of  the  duty  p«d  on  47,798 

tons  ill  hai-dtt-are,  #284,993  17 

Had  the  above  47,798  tons  been  imported  in  its  raw 
state  of  bar,  sheet,  roti,  or  hoop  iron,  the  duty  in  that  case 
»-ould  have  been  $1,568,52^  estimating  the  duty  at  only 
f  37  per  ton,  leaving  out  of  consideration  the  duty  of  three 
ind  a  half  cents,  ana  the  first  cost  of  tnop,  sheet,  and  rod 
iron,  and  in  both  cases  assunnng  the  lowest  duties,  and  the 


lowest  priced  iron.  At  this  rate,  the  discriminatiiw-  duty 
in  favor  of  the  British  manufacturer  was  actually  #1,384,- 
332  83,  for  tiie  fiscal  year  1838-'9. .  Wfl  alio  in^orted« 
during  the  same  period,  about  3,000  tons  of  sheet  iron,  in 
the  form  of  tin  plates,  upon  which  the  iron  contiuned  in 
these  plates,  tin  being  free,  paid  fifteen  per  cent,  ad  ralo- 
rem,  or  #48,648  90.  Now,  had  this  iron  been  imported 
into  the  United  States  in  the  form  of  sheets,  and  had  here 
been  tinned,  the  duty  on  the  iron  in  sheets  would  have 
been  #78  40  per  ton,  or  -  -  -  -  #235,200  00 
Wliilst  in  tin  plates  it  only  paid  the  stun  of  -     48,648  90 

Making  a  discriminating  duty  in  fitw  of  the 

British  tinner,  of  #186.551  10 

During  the  existence  of  such  a  discriminating  dut^,  it 
will  be  utterly  impossible  to  embark  in  the  tinning  of  iron 
in  this  countiYi  and,  it  may  be  added,  funushes,  it  it  were 
required,  additional  proof  of  the  absurdity  of  the  present 
exorbitant  duties  on  the  raw  matrriaL  Of  steel  and  iron 
wire,  there  were  imported  during  the  year  1838-'9,  into  the 
United  States,  463.145  pounds,  equivalent  to  206  tons  1 
cwt.  2  qra.  2  lbs.,  on  which  artide  the  same  diaerimi- 
nating  duty  in  fiivor  of  the  British  wire-workers 'lias  also 
been  carefully  imposed,  which  will  be  seen  by  reference 
to  the  previous  calculations  in  rehition  to  knitting  needles. 
Tlie  following  is,  therefore,  a  recapitulation  of  the  quan* 
tity  of  iron  imported  in  the  shape  of  hardware,  witit  the 
duty  thereon  vbioh  it  it  now  subject  tOi  namely: 
Hardware  Mdiject  to  theduty  of  25  percent, 
ad  valor(;m,  in  which  the  iron  pud  a  pro- 
portional  duty  of  #5  50  per  ton.  -  '3^939^  tons 
Hardware  paying  35  per  cent,  duty,  the  iron 

paying  #8  25  per  ton.     -      .      -      .  6,3^^ 
Hardware  paying  specific  rates  of  duty,  in 

which  the  iron  pays  #7  per  ton,  -  •  3,579 
Tin  paying  15  per  cent.,  in  which  the  iron 

pays  #13  50  per  ton,  -  •  -  •  3,000 
Wire,  paying  fram  nx  to  ten  cents  per  pound  S06 
Sheet,  rod,  hoop,  and  other  descriptions  of 

iron,  paying  uiree  and  a  half  cents  per  lb.  1,167} 
Bar  iron,  rolled,  paying  a  duty  of  #37  per  ton,  3,333^ 

Making  the  total  of  the  above  descriptions  of 
iron,  all  manufactured  by  the  process  of 
rolling,  55,514^ 
To  which  add  tlie  imported  hammered  iron,  39,486 

Jtlaking  the  aggregate  quantity  oTiron  import- 
ed into  ttie  United  States  during  the  year 
1838-'9  amount  to  S4,993i 

Of  which  amount  there  have  been  re-expwled. 
in  all  forms,   3,654| 


Showing  the  actoal  home  consumption  of  fo- 
reign iron  to  be  -      -  81,344 

Nov,  if  to  this  atnount  there  also  be  added 
the  quantity  produced  in  the  United  States, 
which,  according  to  the  estimates  of  iron 
nustcrs  examined  before  the  committee  of 
the  Hotlac  of  Representatives  in  1628,  wns 
30,000  tons,  but  which  an  intelligent  pnw- 
tiod  man,  who  travelled  through  the  Unit- 
ed Slates  ft>r  the  express  purpose  ofaseer- 
tMiung  the  faet,  as  the  result  of  the  most 
careful  inquiries,  estimates  at   -      -  35,000 


The  annual  consumption  of  iron  in  tiie  United 

States  will  be  116,344tons. 

Of  these  35,000  tons  produced  in  the  UnHed  States. 
10,000  tons  oidy  reach  the  seaboard,  and,  with  the  81,.144 
tons  of  imported  iron,  make  the  actual  quantity  pusitw 
through  the  hands  of  the  dealers  in  iron  on  the  seaboard 
to  be  91,S44  tons,  and  35,000  tons  retain^  in  the  interior. 
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there  to  be  uted.  From  this  statement,  it  appears  that, 
of  rolled  iron,  ten-eleventha  were  imported  in  the  manu* 
factured,  and  the  remaining  eleventh  in  the  raw  state; 
that  the  qoantity  oF  rolled  iron,  in  all  its  various  forms, 
compared  irittt  hammered  iron,  is  neaiiy  in  the  proportion 
of  two  to  one)  that  the  American  manuActured  bar  iron 
which  comes  to  the  seaboard,  compared  with  the  import- 
ed foreign  iron  in  all  shapes,  is  in  the  proportion  of  one  to 
nine,  or  out  of  90,000  tons  only  10,000  tons;  and  that  the 
American  iron,  compared  with  forei^  iron  imported  in 
the  state  of  hardware,  is  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  six,  or 
out'  of  60,000  tons  only  10,000  tons;  which  last  named 
quantity,  according  to  the  statements  of  the  iron  masters 
who  were  examined  befere  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  In  1K8|  included  every  description  of 
iron  brought  from  the  interior  to  the  seaboara  of  the 
United  States.  Your  memorialists  unhesitatingly  and  so- 
lemnly affirm  that  tht  protectioii  which  lias  been  granted 
by  the  several  acts  of  Congress  to  this  very  inconsiderable 
quantity  of  American  iron,  forming,  as  has  been  shown, 
so  small  a  portion  the  general  supply,  and  the  greatest 
proportion  of  which  is  owned  by  some  of  our  richest  capi- 
taDsts,  has  not  only  been  severely  and  oppresuvely  bur- 
densome to  your  memorialists^  as  artisans  and  mecKanics, 
the  extent  and  prosperity  of  whose  business  are  dependent 
upon  the  abundant  and  cheap  supply  of  this  important  raw 
material,  butalso  toall  the  consumers  of  iron,  in  its  almost 
innumerable  forms,  throughout  every  part  of  the  United 
States.  And  your  memorialists  will  add,  that  the  proprie- 
tors of  American  iron  ore  banks,  fo^jfes  and  fiimaces,  are, 
by  the  enitetments  in  question,  themselves  made  to  feel 
the  folly  of  such  restricUons,  it  having  already  been  de- 
monstated  that  the  effect  of  these  enactments  ia  to  cause 
iron  to  be  imported  in  various  manufactured  forms,  and 
thus  lessen  the  demand  for  this  invaluable  metal  in  a  raw 
state,  whetlicr  American  or  otherwise. 

Eighthly.  As  the  committee  of  the  Senate  have  pointed 
out  to  ycHtr  memorialists,  and  may  be  consideredas  having 
recommended  to  them,  to  imrport  iron  in  bars  of  a  large 
nze,  to  be  here  converted  into  the  required  small  sizes  by 
the  American  rolling  mills,  the  impracticability  of  whit^ 
has  already  been  established,  your  memoriaUsts  feel  autho- 
rized, under  these  civcumstanccs,  to  submit  their  own 
views  on  this  point,  which  entirely  differ  from  those  of  the 
committee  of  the  Senate.  Instead  of  restricting  the  im- 
portation of  Iron,  as  is  now  done,  by  enormous  duties  on 
this  material  in  its  crudest  raw  state,  your  roemoriaUsts 
would  admit  pig  iron  entirdy  free,  and  not  increase  the 
present  duties  on  Iiardware  or  nuinu&ctared  iron,  only 
about  one-third  of  what  they  now  are  oh  the  metal  m  its 
crude  state.  On  this  basis  your  memorialists  will  exhibit 
the  foUowing  results:  Pig  iron,  which,  in  Great  Britain, 
generally  sells  at  half  the  price  of  bar  iron  manufactured 
by  rolling,  may  be  estimated  at  three  pounds  sterling  per 
ton,  Bt  par  equivalent  to  $13  33. 

1}  tons  of  pig  iron,  the  necessary  quantity  to  make  a  ton 

of  bar,  #16  66 

Exchange,  six  and  a  quarter  per  cent.,  the  cattent 

rate,  1  04 

Freight,  one  diilling  and  nz  pence  per  ton,  on  one 

and  a  quarter  tons,  -  -  -  ,  -  3  47 
Commission,  insurance,  and  other  charges,  say,  1  00 
The  actual  cost  of  a  ton  and  a  quarter  of  import-  ' 

ed  pig  iron,  -  -  -  -  -  32  17 
175  bushels  of  charcoal,  at  four  cents  per  bushel, 

in  New  Jersey  and  Delaware,  -  7  00 

Drawing,  by  tlie  hammering  process,      -  9  00 

Allowance  for  water  privilege,  dam,  &c.  -     1  00 

Expense  of  overseeing,  and  contingencies,        -  83 

The  whole  cost  of  a  ton  of  iron  manufactured  by  

haromerini;,  when  the  pi^i  are  impwtcd  free  of 

du^,  #40  00 

But,  when  mana&etUTed  by  puddUng  and  rollmg,  the  cost 


of  a  ton  of  iron  would  be  proportionably  less.  In  support 
of  the  correctness  of  the  above  conclunons,  your  memo, 
riatists  will  refer  to  the  testimony  in  relation  to  iron,  grren 
before  the  Comnuttee  on  Manufactures  in  the  House  of 
Repre*entativea,  in  January,  1838,  by  the  Hon.  Kchaid 
Keese  and  the  Hon.  John  Mitchell,  bodi  members  of  Qie 
Hotlse,  and  by  Mr.  Joseph  Jackson,  kiS  Honis  county. 
New  Jersey;  the  two  former  gentlenten  Iwving  stated 
before  the  committee  that  they  had  been  engaged  in  tbe 
buwness  of  mating  bar  or  bloom  iron,  and  the  latter,  that 
he  was  then,  and  had  been  nearly  all  his  life,  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  iron;  and  all  three  of  tbe  gentlemen 
declared  that  they  were  well  acquainted  with  tbe  iron 
bu^oesa.  The  statements  about  to  be  deduced  are  dzava 
from  an  average  of  the  statements  of  all  three  of  the  above 
named  gentlemen,  and  can  be  veriBed  by  reference  to  the 
minutes  of  evidence  ^.lken  before  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
nu&ctures,  and  printed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Repre' 
sentatives,  on  the  Slst  January,  1828.  Mr.  Mitchell,  it 
will  be  found,  stated  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  bushels 
of  cod  as  the  computed  average  for  making  and  diaviog 
a  ton  of  bar  Iron  from  pigsj  Mr.  Keese  said  that  five  hun- 
dred burets  of  coal  is  the  usual  quantity)  and  Mr.  Jack- 
son, eight  hundred  bushels  the  aven^  quantity  to  make 
one  ton  of  bar  iron  from  the  ore.  By  averaging  these  se- 
veral statements,  it  will  be  seen  that  four  hundred  and  k- 
veiity-five  bushels  of  coal,  at  the  average  cost  of  five  and  ■ 
half  cents  per  bushel,  will  be  saved  in  making  one  ton  (rf 
iron  from  imported  pigs.  It  will  thence  follow,  that  in  nx 
items  a  saving  of  upwards  oflifty  dollars  per  ton  will  be 
effected  by  importing  iron  in  pigs,  as  will  oe  dearly  exttt- 
bited  by  the  following  sutement: 
Pig  iron,  if  imported,  cheaper  than  ore,  (aa 

stated  by  Mr.  Keese,)  ■         -         -     $1  83 

Saving,  in  the  quantity  of  coal  required,  in  the 
drfTerence  between  blooming  and  refimi^&om 
the  pig,  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  bush- 
els, at  five  and  a  half  cents  per  bushel,         -     34  93 
Difierenee  in  coatof  drawing,  between  the  same 

two  processes,  -         -         -         -      9  00 

Carting,  and  water  carriage  to  New  York,       -      8  00 
Storage,  and  other  expenses,  as  it  can  be  made 
in  or  so  near  tbe  markets  in  which  the  sales 
can  be  efiected,         -  -  -  -       4  53 

Wash  ore,  measuring  cod,  small  repain  about 
the  foi^,  &e.  -        -        •         -      4  00 

Amount  of  saving  on  the  above  ax  items,  if  the 
pig  be  imported,       ....   #53  26 

NoWf  if  we  subtract  this  amount  fVom  what  Mr. 
Keese  assumed  to  be  the  worth  of  a  ton  of 
iron  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  wit,  ninety 
dollars,  the  remainder  will  show  the  price  at 
which,  by  their  statement,  the  same  quantity 
of  a  better  description  of  iron  could,  by  the 
refining  process,  be  produced  from  pig^  and 
yield  tne  same  profit  to  the  manufiu:ttirer, 
which  is  the  difference  bdween  #53  36  and 
$90,  namely,  ST  74 

I'he  cost  of  a  ton  of  iron,  aecordingto  Mr.  Kees^ 
in  the  ci^  of  New  York,  (tee  pi^  33,  Rep.)     #90  00 

It  win  be  observed,  that  betwem  tiiis  ■tatcment,  the 
elements  of  which  have  been  drawn  from  the  testimooy 
of  Messra.  Keese,  Mitchell,  and  Jackson,  and  that  which 
your  memorialists  have  given,  there  is  a  difference  of  two 
dollars  and  twenty-six  cents,  your  memorialists^  estimate 
of  the  whole  cost  of  a  ton  of  iron  made  from  imported 
pigs  being  forty  dollars.  As  the  above  gentlemen  all 
spoke  of  the  iron  business  being  a  losing  one,  this  differ- 
ence of  two  dollan  and  twenty-six  cents  per  ton  in  their 
favor  would  afford  them  a  handsome  pnAt,  w%hout  in- 
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luding  other  deductions  that  could  be  made  from  their 
^stimatefl.  But  they  remarked  before  the  committee, 
liat  their  hands,  team,  workt  coal,  &c.  were  paid  for  by 
hem  in  &Tm  produce  and  itore  good^  vhicb,  it  ii  vdl 
:novn,  are  chained  at  much  higher  rates  than  the  same 
.rticles  when  obtained  elsewhere,  and  which,  moreover, 
■  admitted  by  these  ^ntlemen,  in  their  evidence  nren 
lefore  t&e  committee,  when  they  expressly  declared  that 
11  this  way  their  "  losses"  were  made  up.  The  differ- 
;nce,  then,  between  the  rates  at  which  they  dispose  of 
tore  goods  and  produce,  and  the  current  eash  prices  of 
he  same  articles,  unauestion^ly  is  a  profit,  which  must 
pe  carried  to  the  cre^t  of  iron,  mM  not  to  that  of  goods 
nd  produce,  which  can  never  be  coiuddered,  in  any  cor- 
ed statement,  as  beiiw  worth  more  than  the  common 
narket  price.  It  roa;^  »e  further  sud,  that,  even  accord- 
ng  to  their  own  views  of  profit  and  loss,  however  erro- 
icous  and  inadmissible,  as  their."  establishments"  fumi^ 
.  good  market,  some  portion  at  least  of  the  remuneration 
hould  be  conndered  as  belonging  to  the  "establishment" 
The  results  here  deduced,  in  rebtion  to  the  manufiutture 
t  pig  iron  into  bar,  may  be  applied  equally  to  blooms, 
craps,  loops,  or  other  iron  in  a  less  manunictured  state 
hati  baT{  and  the  effect  of  the  free  importation,  not  only 
if  pigs,  but  of  blooms,  scr^s,  loops,  Elc,  would  be  high- 
y  beneficial  to  Americaa  industry,  aa  the  same  articles 
re  now  imported  in  the  state  of  hardware. 

Mintdly.  When  your  memorialists  compare  the  duties 
m  iron  with  those  on  teas,  coffee,  and  salt,  which,  at  the 
ut  Sttnon  of  the  present  Congress,  it  was  deemed  expe- 
lient  to  reduce,  the  former  will  be  found  to  be  much 
iiore  objectionable  than  the  latter.  Iron  in  the  bar  is 
iiscepUble  of  hiving  added  to  its  value  double  its  own 
ost;  whilst  tea,  cofiee,  and  salt,  are  all  impnied  in  the 
irecise  state  they  are  ultimately  consumed. 

In  conclitnon,  your  memorialists  be^  leave  to  say,  that, 
J  the  statements  in  tlieir  former  petition  were  not  fiilly 
omprehended  by  the  corajDittee  of  the  Senate  to  whom 
hey  were  referred,  and  that  as  tber  were,  and  are,  anz- 
3US  to  make  themselves  clearly  unaevstood,  they  must  be 
xcused  for  taking  ui)  so  much  time  with  detwls  which 
annot  be  practically  known  but  to  themadves,  and  which, 
hey  bt^lieve,  fuHy  warrant  the  relief  for  which  they  now 
■arnestly  pray,  namely: 

First  That  all  the  existing  duties  on  pig  iron,  scraps, 
oiler  plates,  and  all  other  iron  in  loops,  slabs,  blooms, 
ir  any  other  state  less  uianufkcttired  than  bar  iron,  be 
bolished  or  repealed,  and  the  inqiottation  of  the  same  be 
(Imitted  free  of  duty. 

Secondly.  That  all  bar  iron,  manufactured  by  hammer- 
ig,  be  admitted  subject  to  the  duty  of  April  37,  1816,  on 
-.9  importation,  to  wit,  at  tlie  rate  of  45  cents  per  cwt 

Thirdly-  That  all  descriptions  of  iron  manufactured  by 
oiling,  including  bar,  bolt,  rod,  sheet,  and  hoop,  of  every 
ize  and  quality,  be  admitted,  subject  to  adu^  not  ex- 
eeding  that  now  imposed  on  the  importation  of  lurdware, 
amcly,  twenty-five  per  cent. 

Fourthly.  That  wire  of  iron  or  steel,  of  all  dzes  and 
umbers,  be  admitted,  subject  to  the  same  duty  as  the 
lanufactures  of  wire  are  now  on  their  importation  sub- 
ect  to,  namely,  twenty-five  per  cent 

Fifthly.  That  the  duty  now  imposed  on  railroad  iron, 
/hen  punched  in  the  United  States  be  renutted,  or  a 
rawback  of  the  existing  duty  b'k  allowed  tbenon  on  all 
urns  exceeding fiffy  dollars. 

And,  lastly,  that  the  existing  duties  on  steel  be  abolisb- 
cl,  and  Uie  importation  of  the  same  admitted  free  of  duty. 

All,  thenT,  that  your  memorialists  ask,  is,  that  the  exist* 
ig  laws  shall  be  so  modified,  that  the  iron  which  is  now 
nported  in  a  state  of  hardwue  can  be  imported  in  a 
nuler  sute,  anil  thereby  give  equal  advantages  to  your 
lemorblists  with  thoae  now  ei^f^ed  by  the  British  in  the 
Ltnerican  market. 

Vol.  vir.— o 


REPORT  ON  THE  BLACKSUITHS'  PBTlTiON. 
Iv  SiniTK,  FiaBiTAaT  36,  1831. 
Mr.  H1.TITX,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red "  the  petition  of  upwards  of  diree  hundred  mechan- 
ics, citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  em- 
ployed in  the  various  branches  of  the  manuucture  of 
iront"  and,  also,  the  petition  of  the  "journeymen  black- 
smiths of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  employed 
in  manufacturing  anchors  and  chain  cables,"  reported: 
That  the^  have  examined  the  subject  embraced  in  these 
petitions  with  all  the  care  and  attention  which  its  import- 
mce  demands.    Whether  the  mpressive  operation  of  the 
present  high  duties  upon  iron  be  cmridered  in  reference 
to  the  industry  of  the  petitioners,  or  the  burdens  imposed 
upon  the  great  body  of  the  people,  the  question  is  one 
which  is  entitled  to  a  candid  and  thorough)  investintion. 
Of  all  the  metida,  iron  cfmtributea  most  to  the  wealuj,  the 
comfort,  and  the  improvement  of  society.    It  enters  most 
largely  into  the  consumption  of  aU  rank*  and  conditions  <]i 
men.  It  furiushes  the  mechanic  with  his  tools,  the  &ritier 
with  the  implements  of  his  husbandry,  the  mNchant  with 
the  means  of  fitting  out  his  ship,'  and-  the  inanuflwturer 
with  the  very  instruments  of  his  wealth  and  prosperity. 
The  forest  falls  before  the  axet  and  it  is  to  the  plough  and 
the  hoe,  the  spade  and  tiie  harrow,  the  pickaxe  and  the 
the-crowbar,  that  the  farmer  is  indebted  kr  tiie  means  of 
brii^ng  his  fields  into  cultivation,  and  eoverif^  the  wil- 
derness with  "  a  golden  harvest"  -In  all  the  opmliMia 
of  husbandry,  iron  ia  the  indispensable  aaristant  of 
husbandman;  without  whose  aid,  his  vhcde  life  would 
be  wasted  In  a  vain  struggle  to  overcome  the  evils  and 
hardships  of  his  condition.    He  looks  to  it  for  traces  and 
chains  for  his  oxen  and  hisploaghs;  for  tire  for  bis  wheels; 
for  shoes  and  bits  for  his  horses;  for  locks  for  his  barns, 
and  &steninga  for  his  dwelling  and  enclosures;  for  the 
reaping  and  the  pruning  hook,  the  scythe  and  the  saw, 
the  hatchet  and  the  hammer,  the  scales  and  the  steel^nds; 
in  sfiort,  for  almost  all  the  instruments  of  his  prosperity 
and  comfort. 

Iron  is  also  the  very  basis  of  manu&ctnres.  Without 
its  omnipotent  aid,  wliat  would  become  of  our  grist  mills 
and  our  saw  mills;  our  rice  machines,  our  cotton  gins,  and 
our  sugar  milb;  our  woollen  and  cotton  &ctories,  and 
even  our  steam  engines?  Our  streams  might  run  on  for- 
ever, and  water  be  evaporated  into  airi  but  the  wheel 
would  stand  stil^  tad  not  a  shuttle  or  a  spindle  move  in 
obedience  to  the  wiU  oi  man,  The  carp«iter  and  the 
joiner,  the  millwri^tand  the  wiuelwrig^^  the  smith,  the 
currier,  and  the  tanner,  the  paper  maker,  and  the  hook. 
binder,  nay,  all  who  are  engaged  in  the  mechanic  arts, 
require  iron  and  steel  (to  them  more  precious  than  gold)  for 
the  very  tools  and  implements  of  their  trade.  And  lookat 
the  condition  of  the  diipwriglit,  tfie  merchant  and  the  na- 
vigator. Without  the  spikes  and  the  nailsb  the  chuns  and 
the_  hoUMf  supplied  by  iron,  hom  could  your  Tcsrels, 

dther  of  cwnmerce  or  of  war,"  be  prepared  to  encoun- 
ter and  overcome  the  perils  of  the  mighty  deep*  With- 
out an  anchor,  what  ship  could  ride  securely  at  her  mocr- 
inga?  (low  could  your  steamboats,  with  uieir  vast  and 
complicated  machinery,  be  enabled  to  stem  the  currents 
of  your  migh^  rivers,  bringpiur  together,  in  harmonloua 
intercourse,  the  Aotant  parts  of  our  extended  country,  and 
carrying  back  the  atreams  of  knowledge  and  improranent 
into  Uie  remotest  comers  of  the  Union?  To  <uvilize  man, 
in  every  situation,  iron  is  ah  article  of  indispensable  ne- 
cessity. To  borrow  the  words  of  one  of  the  ablest  politi- 
cal economists  of  the  present  day — "L«ok  where  you 
will,  in  whatever  direction  you  turn  your  eyes,  iron  meets 
you  as  the  most  convement  and  most  necessary  of  all  sub-- 
stances  that  are  not  ased  for  food,  and  without  which  even 
food  itself  could  not  be  supplied;  and  it  is  fhund,  frwn 
uiuversal  experience,  that  every  nation  ezhlbitssluU,  com- 
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fortj  voA  power,  in  proportim  u  the  nw  nikteml  is  pro- 
duced more  abundantly ,  more  cheaply,  «nd  more  perfectly. 
That  mtion  which  »  practically  acquainted  with  the  ma- 
nafteture,  properties,  and  usei  of  iron,  more  than  any 
other,  ia  Uie  most  civilized,  tiie  wisest,  the  most  powerful, 
and  enjoys  more  of  the  comforts  of  human  existence  tfian 
any  other,  other  advantaf^s  being  equal.".  Indeed,  when 
we  connder  all  the  diversified  and  important  uses  to  which 
iron  is  applied  in  the  various  pursuits  of  life;  its  almost 
miraculous  influence  in  enlar^ng  the  bounds  of  science, 
exteodiog  the  powera  and  promoting  the  happiness  of  the 
llDnMUi  race,  endowing  man  with  an  almost  supreme  do- 
nunion  over  the  elements,  and  enibling  him  to  compel 
them  to  minister  to  his  wants  and  his  comforts,  we  are  almost 
tempted  to  believe  t)ut  it  is  the  mirhty  instrument,  put 
into  our  hands  by  a  wise  and  mercifulProvidence,  to  con- 
Tert  the  primeval  curse  into  the  greatest  of  blessings. 

With  this  brief  view  of  the  importance  of  the  subject, 
the  committee  will  proceed  to  the  connderation  of  the  case 
of  the  petitioners.    It  appears  that,  in  March,  1838,  wlule 
the  tanff  of  that  year  was  before  Congress,  the  black- 
smiths «f  Philadelplua  presented  their  petition,  settii^ 
forth  the  opprestire  aod  u  nequal  operation  of  the  then  ex- 
isting duties  upon  iron,  and  pointing  out  the  injurious  ef- 
fects that  would  necessarily  result  from  the  proposed  in- 
crease of  those  duties.  They  even  then  complained  **that 
they  found  themselves  completely  shut  out  of  our  own 
market  by  laws  which  they  were  told  were  made  for  their 
protectiont"  that  they  were  *'preduded  from  participat- 
in  the  supply  of  the  West  Indian  and  South  American 
markets,  which  they  cmild  supply  in  many  articles,  if  tliey 
could  obtain  iron  at  a  reasonable  price;"  that  "  tiieir  busi- 
ness was  more  depressed  than  most,  if  not  all  others;"  and, 
tracing  these  evils  to  the  abandonment  of  the  principle 
«'  that  the  duty  on  the  raw  material  shmild  never  exceed 
that  on  the  maqu&ctured  aHide,"  thejr  earnestly  prayed 
■<  that  the  duty  «i  all  descriptions  of  iron  manufiictured 
by  roUing  should  be  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem, 
the  same  as  the  duty*  on  hardware."    Regardless,  how- 
ever, of  these  remonstrances,  the  tariff  of  1828  became  a 
law;  and  it  is  certainly  worthy  of  renurk,  that,  while  the 
protection  of  American  industry  was  the  known  and  avow- 
ed object  of  that  law,  not  a  single  provision  was  introduced 
in  favor  of  the  blacksmitbs,  justly  churning  to  be  consider- 
ed **  as  the  most  useful  mechanics  in  the  world;"  hut,  on 
the  oontraty,  new  and  still  more  onerous  burdens  were 
imposed  upon  them,  by  adding  seven  dollars  a  ton  to  the 
already  exorbitant  duty  upon  bar  iron,  while  the  duty  on 
hardware  was  suffered  to  remain  at  twenty-five  per  cen- 
tum sd  valorem.    In  the  year  1630,  the  petitioners,  hav- 
ing, by  the  furth«:  experience  of  two  years,  realized  more 
fiiUy  the  grievous  operation  of  this  system  upon  their  em- 
ployments, came  again  to  Congress  witii  another  humble 
petitionf  setting  fortii  the  cmel  operation  of  these  laws 
upon  their  indjutry;  complaining  that  they  liad  been  treat- 
ed with  tlie  most  cruel  injustice,  and  as  "if  they  were 
not  members  of  the  same  political  family;"  pointing  out 
the  manifest  inequality  "  of  a  specific  duty  amounting  to 
from  one  hundred  and  forty  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  per 
c«]t.  on  tlutt  kind  of  iron  out  of  which  hardware  is  raade, 
while  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  only  twenty-five  per  cent,  was 
in^osed  upon  the  inanu&ctured  article— thus  operating 
aguost  them  as  a  double-  lever,  from  the  duty  on  hardware 
rinng  and  falling  with  the  price  of  iron,  wliile  that  on  iron 
was  specific  and  stationary;"  and  concluding  with  an  ear- 
nest prayer  "  that  they  might  be  put  on  the  same  footing, 
in  our  own  markets,  with  the  foreign  mariurauturer,  by  a 
reduction  of  the  duty  on  the  raw  material  to  an  equality 
with  that  upc^  the  hardware."   This  petition  met  the 
wne  fitte  u  that  wluch  hod  preceded  it.    The  case  of  the 
petitioners  was  indeed  examined  by  the  Committee  on 
ItantAotures;  and,  in  a  report  made  to  the  Senate,  it  was 


not  denied  that  the  petitioners  had'juSt  cause  for  complaiBl. 
It  was  admitted  that  they  were  entitied  to  be  put,  ia  ov 
own  markets,  on  the  same  footing  u  the  foreign  mauifao- 
turer,  and  that  this  could  only  be  done  by  cstwlislung  "  i 
just  proportion  between  the  duties  upon  bar  iron  md 
those  upon  hardware;"  yet,  because  a  reduction  of  & 
duty  on  the  raw  material  was  the  remedy  su^csted 
the  petitioners,  no  attempt  was  made  to  attbrd  them  reBet 
Under  aH  these  discouragements,  the  committee  cannot 
but  admire  the  manly  spirit  which  has  induced  the  pett- 
ticmers  once  more  to  come  befiire  Congress,  whh  a  coa- 
plcte  vin^cation  of  themselves  from  all  thie  impulalisas 
which  have  been  attempted  to  be  thrown  upon  tbem,  witik 
a  clear  and  satisfactory  statement  of  their  grievance^  and 
a  full  and  concluuve  recitation  of  all  tlie  arguments  wlucfa 
have  heretofore  been  urged  against  thur  cUims-  Begvd- 
ing  tills  petition  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  vaJuabfe  do- 
cuments which  has  of  late  been  issued  from  the  American 
press,  the  committee  would  specially  invite  the  attrnttOQ 
of  the  Senate  to  it,  as  a  complete  and  sstisiaelory  cspon- 
tton  of  the  whole  merits  of  the  questian.  Indulging  in  no 
speculations,  building  up  no  new  theories,  the  petitionm 
liave,  as  practical  men,  brought  the  maxims  of  souiid  com- 
mon sense  and  the  lessons  of  experience  to  the  eluoiJalioa 
of  the  case  before  them,  and  have  deduced  cmcluwms 
which,  in  the  opijiion  of  the  committee,  are  absahiitlr 
irresistible. 

It  appears  from  the  petition,  (which  ia  folly  supported 
by  the  statement  of  Jdm  Sarchet,  one  of  the  petitionen,) 
that  Enc^ish  common  iron,  the  material  used  almost  cs- 
clusively  in  the  manufitctiire  of  hardware,  was  soiling  in 
England,  at  the  latest  advices,  at  £5  5*.  sterling,  equal  to 
$23  33  per  ton,  the  duty  on  which,  at  $37  per  ton,  i& 
equal  to  159  per  cent.;  that  the  price  of  nnaHcr  vixi  cf 
Uie  same  iron  -(sudi  as  half  inch  and  tinder)  was  £6  ia 
sterling,  equal  to  ^7  75  per  ton,  the  duty  on  which,  it 
$78  40  per  ton,  amounts  to  S82|  per  cent.    It  is  of  thii 
latter  description  of  iron  that  hardware  is  chiefly  aanc- 
factured;  and  the  petitioners  declare  themselves  uaibk 
to  conceive  what  could  have  "  led  the  frame rs  of  die 
law,  by  this  discriminatiun,  to  give  such  a  decided  mooo- 
poly  to  the  manufacttirers  of  hardware  and  ironmongeiy  ai 
Sheflieldand  Birmingham."  An  answer  to  the  ijuestioom> 
probably  be  found  in  the  suggestion  contained  in  the  repcr 
of  the  Committee  «i  Manimctures,  that  **  there  are  roUB^ 
milla  which  Iwve  been  in  operation  for  several  years  ia  tbc 
county  of  Morria,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  ebf- 
where,  where  common  bar  iron  may  be  converted  inro 
bars  and  bolls  of  tiie  smaller  size,  at  a  small  cxpemc."  li 
is  stated  by  the  bUcksmitlis,  however,  tliat  some  of  lUn:- 
have  actually  puid  to  the  American  manufacturen  25  oA- 
lars  a  ton  for  roUing  iron  of  one  inch  and  tinder  into  btt- 
eighths  of  an  inch,  andfromthe  same  uzeainto  half  an  icd 
SO  dollars  a  ton;  white  tite  whole  cost  of  the  ftirwr  t.- 
the  manu&cturer  of  hardware  in  Great  Britain  is  vir: 
$23  33  per  ton,  and  of  the  latter  $27  77,  whereby  the 
British  manufacturer  is  enabled  to  import  the  same  iks 
the  United  States,  in  the  form  of  hardware,  (duly  mcW- 
ed»)  at  from  $28  83  to  $35  39  per  ton,  "  the  (bscrim-iur 
ting  duty  in  fiivor  of  tlie  British  maimf^turers  being,  cr 
allsizesofiron  over  half  an  inch,  $31  50,  and  on  luUt-^Kh 
$70  77 i,"  the  duties  on  hardware  manufactured  of  tj>c 
smaller  sizes  of  iron  being  onW  one-eleventh  of  what  ^k; 
are  on  iron  as  a  raw  material,  and  on  hardware  made  t-T 
larger  sizes  about  one-nxth.    In  illustration  of  the  prsrti- 
cal  effect  of  these  unequal  duties,  several  cases  arc  itatiJ 
by  the  petitioners,  and  specimens  of  the  various  descrf- 
tions  of  hardware,  as  well  as  of  the  material  of  which  ttc> 
were  severally  made,  hare  been  exhMtitcd  to  the  come 
tee.    From  tlieae  statements  it  appear*  tiiat,  under  tbeei' 
istingrate  of  duties,  a  ton  of  hammen  and  sledges  on 
imported,  (nay,  it  t^pean  from  tlie  last  Treasury  reper 
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that  they  have  actually  been  imported,)  "for  the  use  of 
the  American  manufiicturer  of  tliosc  very  articles,"  at  a 
less  cost  than  the  bar  iron  of  wliich  they  are  iiukIc.  Wheel 
tire  has  actually  been  impoKed  in  a  finished  state  for  about 
$47  17,  •while  bar  iron,  suitable  for  this  purpose,  is  selling 
at  about  90  dollars  a  tun,  more  than  double  the  price  of 
what  it  costs  when  imported  in  a  manuftetUKd  state. 
Frying  and  dripping  pans,  both  rn  part  and  in  whole  ma- 
nufactured,  are  now,  and  ever  have  been,  imported,  duties 
Ltnd  all  other  charges  included,  at  a  less  price  tlwn  the 
cost  of  slieet  iron.  Tea  trays,  of  large  sizes,  made  of  dou- 
ble rolled  slieet  iron*  with  one  coat  of  paint  or  japan,  can 
be  imported^  duties  and  all  other  charges  indudefl,  at  $83  72 
3.  ton,  while  the  iron  required  for  the  same  purposes  is 
t^lUng  at  double  the  price,  ny  100  to  170  dollars  a  ton. 
Wire,  No.  18,  is  imported,  which  cost  (duty  included  at 

10  cents  a  pound)  389  dollars  a  ton,  whUe  a  ton  of  knit- 
ting needles,  of  the  same  material,  costs  (duty  included) 
only  $246  37,  being  >143  63  a  ton  less  than  the  cost  in  the 
United  States  of  tne  material  of  which' they  are  made, 
whereby  a  protection  to  that  amount  is  given  to  the  fo- 
reign maim&cturer  of  knitting  needles.  Hammered  nails, 
Mrhich  now  pay  the  exorbitant  dut^  of  five  cents  per  pound, 
ire,  neverthclesB,  almost  exclusively  imported,  on  ac- 
coimt  of  the  enormous  duty  on  nail  rods,  whereby  a  dif- 
Tcrence  in  point  of  cost  is  created  between  the  English 
ind  American  raw  material  for  the.  manufacture  of  nails,  of 
51  20  in  everj-  100  pounds.  Hoops,  for  water  and  other 
descriptions  of  casks,  can  be  imported,  duties  and  charges 
ncluded.  at  $67  a  ton,  being  $21  40  less  than  the  duty  on 
ihe  raw  material  of  which  they  are  made. 

In  the  petition  of  the  journeymen  blacksmiths,  it  ia  Jar. 
ther  stated,  "that,  previous  to  the  additional  duty  on  bar 
ron  by  the  act  of  18S8,  and  the  fiiU  on  iron  m  Great 
Britain,  about  the  same  time,  they  were  enabled  to  sup. 
>ort  their  &milies  decently  and  comfortably,  with  a  pros- 
pect ot  giving  some  education  to  their  children^  but  the 
»us«abpve  mentioned  have  nearly  driven  the  produce  of 
heir  own  industry  oat  of  the  market."  The  means  by  which 
his  result  has  been  product  are  clearly  set  forth  and  ex- 
ilained  in  their  petition,  and  fltlly  illustrated  by  Mr. 
(archet  in  his  statement,  (to  both  of  which  the  committee 
•eg  leave  to  refer,)  from  which  it  manifestly  appears 
hat  a  ton  of  chain  oibles  Qan  now  be  imported  Into  tliu 
ountry  at  a  less  cost  than  the  rods  out  of  which  they  are 
Mde,  whereby  the  petitioners,  who  have  been  fw  many 
ears  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  chain  cables,  have 
een  brought  to  the  very  brink  of  ruin. 
From  these  and  many  other  examples,  it  appears,  that, 
■hether  we  have  reference  to  bar  iron  paying  a  duty  of 
iirty-seven  dollars  a  ton,  or  aheet  and  hoop  iron,  nail 
MS,  and  round  or  square  iron  of  half  an  inch  and  under, 

11  paying  a  duty  of  seventy-eight  dollars  and  forty  cents 
er  ton,  or  wire  paying  from  six  to  ten  cents  per  pound, 

tlie  result  in  each  particular  case  will  be  the  same, 
laking  it,  cmuequenuy,  always  cheaper  to  import  the 
>ove  de«:riptionB  of  iron  ia.a  manu&ctured  than  in  a  raw 
ate,  '  thu^  of  course,  deprinng  the  American  artisans 
F  emplt^ment,  which  result  is  produced,  not  from  the 
uty  upon  hardware  being  too  low,  (for  these  duties  ave- 
ige  about  thirty-five  per  cent.)  but  from  the  exorbitant 
ity  on  iron,  averaging  from  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
I  two  bundred  and  eighty-two  and  three-fourths  per  cent. 

The  ctae,  when  thus  plainlr  stated,  carries  with  it  its 
wn  best  commentuy,  ana  renders  argument  unnecessary, 
^ell  might  the  petitwnas  inqmre  bow  it  has  happened 
at  a  law  so  oppresrive,  unequal,  and  unjust,  could  have 
und  its  way  into  our  statute  book,  or  been  suffered  to 
main  there  one  moment  after  its  true  character  had  been 
lly  exposed.  It  wiD  be  for  the  country  to  say  whether 
e  true  answer  lias  not  been  pven  by  Mr.  Sarchet,  wbrn 
:  ssya,  **  tha^  in  the  duties  heretofore  imposed  on  iron, 
e  irop  nuaten  have  onljr  considered  themaclveak  and 


have  re^rded  the  mechanics  no  more  tiian  if  the^  were 
nonentities."  It  would,  indeed,  seem  as  if  the  tariff  bad 
been  ftamcd  by  a  combination  of  interests,  from  whose 
counsels  the  bard  working,  honest,  and  industrious  me- 
dian ica  had  been  entirely  excluded.  It  would  almost  i^- 
pear  that  the  jmnt  stock  companies,  the  large  caintBliit^ 
the  ownera  ofwoollen  ami  cotton  ftctories,  (*'  those  lords 
of  the  spindle  and  the  loom,")  and  the  wealthy  iron  masters, 
(all  ably  represented  in  the  national  councils,)  have  been 
looking  only  to  their  own  interests,  while  the  mechanic 
and  the  laboring  man  have  been  overlooked  and  disre- 
garded. It  has,  no  doubt,  often  liappened,  that  honest 
and  hard  working  men  (unskilled  in  "  the  mysterious 
trade"  of  enriching  themselves  at  the  expense  oi  others) 
have  found  themselves  pressed  down  oj  tlus  ifjitem  of 
indirect  taxation,  tiiough  UMble  to  discover  the  teeret 
springs  of  that  grand  machine  (miscalled  the  Amnican 
system)  by  which  all  their  efforts  are  paralyzed— a  system 
artfully  contrived  "  to  make  the  rich  richer,**  while  it 
humbles  in  the  very  dnst  the  best  hopes  of  those  whose 
"  hard  hands  and  honest  hearts"  entitle  them  to  the 
grateful  consideration  of  their  country, 

Mr.  Sarchet  tells  us  that  he  lias  been  engaged  for  thirty- 
five  years  in  the  blscksraitii's  bnnneas}  tbid  lie  has  travel- 
led extendvely,  and  seen  much  of  the  woridt  but  <*tbat 
he  has  never  seen  an^  blacksmiths  so  poor,  or  carrying  on 
a  less  prosperous  business,  than  those  m  tfae  United  States 
at  this  time;  which  is  owing,  as  he  believes^  to  Uie  high 
duty  which  they  are  compelled  to  pay  on  iron." 

The  committee  forbear'  from  makii^  any  further  re. 
marks  on  the  matufost  inemialiw  and  iijostice  of  the 
existing  duties*  and  they  do  uiis  the  more  really,  nnce, 
whatever  ^{Ferenoe  of  opinion  mav  prevail  as  to  the  pre- 
cise extent  of  the  evil  complained  o^  there  is  and  can  be 
none  as  to  its  existence,'or  as  to  tiie  just, claims  of  the  pe- 
titioners to  redress.  The  petitioners  have  inrnted  that  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  that  a  **  due  propwtion"  should  be 
observed  between  the  duties  on  the  raw  material  and  the 
manufactured  article <  and  as  the  Committee  on  Uanu&c- 
lures,  in  Ibdr  rsport  made'  last  year  to  the  Senate  bare 
recognised  the  eorrectness'  of  tms  prioeiple,  it  only  re- 
mains to  be  conudered  by  what  means  this  due  proptation 
can  be  obtained.  The  petitioners  insist  titat  this  can  only 
be  accomplished  by  a  reduction  of  the  existing  duty  on 
the  raw  material,  while  the  Comnuttee  on  J^ufaeturcs 
contend  that  it  can  be  best  effected  by  a  correspondbg 
increase  of  the  duties  on  hardware.  In  proceeding  to  the 
examination  of  this  question,  the  committee  cannot  re&ain 
from  tfae  expression  of  thmr  admiration  of  die  uilu^tened 
and  liberal  views  which  seem  to  have  governed  me  peti- 
tioners on  this  oecanoD.  With  a  m^nanimi^  worthy  of 
all  praise,  th^  have  scorned  to  relieve  theoMdres  from 
unjust  and  unequal  burdens,  byattemptingto  throw  them 
upon  the  shoulders  of  others,  and  have  finnd^  and  manfolly 
resisted  all  the  temptations  held  out  to  them  "  to  ask"  that 
their  industry  should  be  protected  by  the  imposition  upon 
others  (tf  the  same  exori>itantdutws  of  wfaicb  UieyluiTOMi 
justlr  aomplained.* 

The  committee  could  not  fin^iear  from  drinff  tUs  juitioe 
to  the  wisdom  and  tiie  virtue  which  have  enabled  Uie  peti- 
tioners to  discern  the  true  ptdicy  of  the  country,  and  to 
rise  superior  to  all  temptation.  In  the  examination  which 
they  hare  made  of  titis  subject,  the  committee  have  been 
foreibly  struck  with  Ihe  sound  and  conclusire  reasons 
which  the  petitionef*  have  adduced  in  mppait  of  the 
position,  that  a  low  du^ontta  nwBMteriu  is  the  on^ 
just  and  effectual  means  by  iriiich  American  manu&ctures 
can  receive  a  wholesome  eneouragementt  that  the  **due 

*  In  tlie  report  nTdK  CawatttWM  HSHftettuea,  it  to  ttmtmA  "  ikM 
ibe  coJtaitteeaigrfouiMM  ifcat  ttow  tho«M  b> a Jat  pwpwrttm  b>. 
tweca  the  dvliM  apoatar  irM  and  ikoMMpaa  havdvarv,  batikat  All 

brSware,  Bu.  Bat tUtlt swrn  the pMlti«arn srit sr  <rt^ 
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proportion"  which  all  admit  ou^t  to  be  preserred  be- 
tween the  dutr  on  the  raw  matcnal  and  that  on  the  manu- 
factured  artieie,  can,  in  tUi  instance,  onlj'  be  attained 
by  a  redu^on  of  the  duty  on  tlie  fonnert  and  that  such  a 
meaaure,  wbilit  it  would  duly  encourage  the  American 
mechanici,  and  lenen  the  tax  upon  consumers,  would  not 
be  injurious  to  the  owners  of  the  rich  and  valuable  iron 
mines  of  the  United  States;  and,  ao  hr  from  diminishinfif 
the  resources  of  the  country,  that  such  a  measure  would 
add  greatly  to  the  comforts  of  the  people,  and  promote 
tii«r  proapeiity  in  peace,  and  weurity  in  war.  Nothinf^ 
can  be  more  obTioui  duui  the  pogition  aMimed  by  the  pe. 
titkmen*  that,  to  preaerfe  this  *'  due  proportion,"  the 
MM  prolecdon  must  be  afforded  to  their  ^industry  that  is 
extended  to  the  iron  masters:  but  as  the  latter  has  been 
shown  (according  to  the  statement  of  the  blacksmiths)  to 
be  equal  to  irom  one  hundred  mnA  fifty-mne  to  two  hun- 
dred and  eigh^-two  per  cent.,  it  fiillowB  that  the  duties 
upon  hardware  must  ne  augmented  (o  an  amount  which 
would  not  only  be  manifestly  unjust,  but  altogether  im- 
practicable. 

The  committee  beliere,  with  the  petitioners,  that  if  such 
exorbitant  duties  could  be  imposed  upon  hardware,  so 
&om  benefiting  any  class  of  the  community,  it  would 
tend  to  introduce  smuggling  and  enaiona  of  the  revenue, 
and  lead  extensively  to  the  substitution  of  hemp,  leather, 
wood,  and  other  cheap  materials,  the  iron  which  b  now 
used.  It  11  the  interest  of  every  nation  to  introduce  iron 
as  extentively  aa  posmble  into  the  consumption  of  the 
people,  because  it  is,  of  all  known  materials,  the  strongest, 
the  most  durmble,  and  capable  of  being  applied  to  the 
greatest  variety  of  uses.  All  experience  has  shown  that 
exactly  in  proportion  to  the  low  rate  of  duty,  and  conse- 

atient  cheqmess  of  the  raw  material,  is  the  general  use  of 
lis  article.  In  this  respect  the  present  condition  of 
England  and  France  fumiahes  an  aanunble  commentary 
on  the  impolicy  of  the  protecting  q^stem,  when  applied  to 
an  article  of  such  primary  necessity,  and  which  contributes 
so  essentially  to  the  comfort,  prosperity,  and  improvement 
of  the  people.  It  is  stated,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
moderate  duty  and  low  price  of  iron  in  England,  the  con- 
sumption of  iron  In  that  country,  in  comparison  with  that 
of  France,  (where  the  protecting  system  has  been  carried 
to  tbe  utmost  extend)  is  (in  proportion  to  population)  aa 
thirteen  to  one)  and  we  learn  from  the  most  authentic 
sources,  that  tiie  consequence  is  everv  where  to  be  traced 
in  tbe  more  highly  improved  state  of  agriculture  and  the 
mechanic  arts  throughout  Great  Britun,  while  in  France 
the  eye  is  every  where  offended  by  the  rude  machinery 
and  couie  implements  of  husbandry  which  the  people  are 
iMHiftrained  by  the  impolicy  of  their  laws  to  use.  In  Eng- 
land, the  low  du^  has  greatly  enlarged  die  etmionption 
of  iron,  and  increased  tbe  production  of  th«r  mines,  while 
in  France  the  bigh  duties  have  produced  directly  the  con- 
trary results. 

Every  dictate  of  justice,  and  every  connderation  of 
sound  policy,  therefore,  combine  in  brmging  the  conunit- 
tee  to  the  conclusion  that  the  petitioners  are  entitled  to 
rtUcft  and  they  are  convinced  tnat  this  relief  can  only  be 
afforded  by  reducing  Ibe  dutar  on  raw  iron,  as  prayed  for 
in  tbe  petition — a  measure  wnich,  tbey  areaatiraec^  vould 
be  attended  with  the  happiest  conaequences  to  the  whole 
communitv.  By  reducing  the  duty  on  raw  iron,  this  ma- 
terial, and  every  article  of  hardware,  could  be  furnished 
to  the  consumers  at  a  mm  moderate  price.*  By  the  law 
as  it  now  stands^  «reiy  fitnner  in  Uie  country  pays  a  tax 

*  Jlr.  Sarcbtrt  ■tatvt,  *•  ibst,  if  he  tavhl  gtt  hii  iron  n**  of  intj,  hr 
wonld  cotilRtcl  tu  niniiih  cutiMibkt3(  cc»U  per  poand:  ibcy  now 
M-ll  lor  3|  ecnia.  He  woukl  make  wniuglit  nail*  ai  an  amount  Icat  by 
the  ivty,  Ihal  U  toaay,  at  I  eenli  len  than  the  pretent  prier,"  Simi- 
lar it^acliont  ia  price  would  probably  be  prodiieed  in  moat  deacrip- 
lioM  oT  hardware.  Mr.  llarclH-i  ettinataa'tbai,  ofothe  4r,000ioiia 
of  kariwsre  now  unmallj  tiapniwri,  SljOW  toM  wmU  kt  aMUWrtkc- 
tnrcd  to  lUi  cowitiT.*' 


equal,  it  is  believed,  on  an  average,  to  fort>-  dolUrs  cr 
every  humlrcd  dtdlan*  worth  of  iron  which  he  cemsumu. 
An  abundant  suppljr  of  cheap  iron,  while  it  wouM  pn  s 
new  impulse  to  the  industry  of  our  mechanics,  would  Fcp- 
nly  the  wants  of  all  other  dosses  of  our  fellow -cttizcra,  bj 
furnishing  a  better  article,  and  vt  a  cheaper  rate.  Tbe 
foreign,  added  to  the  domcsl-c  competition,  would  brir-^ 
down  the  prices  of  bar  iron,  us  well  as  of  hardware,  lo 
the  lowest  rate  at  which  they  could  be  fum-shed.  Iron 
would  be  much  more  generally  used,  and  every  nan  in 
the  country  would  be  relieved  from  a  portion  of  uie  taxt-s 
which  he  now  bears.  And  why,  let  us  ask,  should  thb 
blessing  not  be  bestowed  upon  the  people  f  Because  it  is 
feared  that  the  profits  of  the  iron  masters  would  be  les- 
sened; that,  possibly,  a  few  iron  mines  would  be  thrcsr 
out  of  use,  and  the  supply  of  American  iron  be  dlnjinlsl,. 
cd.  That  a  diminution  in  the  price  of  iron  might  cause  s 
few  worn  out  and  worthless  mines  (forced  into  existence, 
and  sustained  by  the  bounty)  to  be  given  up,  and  nnght, 
in  some  instance^  lessen  the  profits  of  the  iron  maiten, 
IS  not  improbahlet  but  that  the  rich  mines  of  Pennn-Its- 
nia,  or  of  the  "Western  country,  would  he  abandored,  the 
committee  cannot  bring  themselves  to  believe.  Most  of 
these  mines,  it  has  been  shown,  are  out  of  the  rcacb  of 
foreign  competition.*  They  were  profitably  worked  be- 
fore the  revolution,  and  flourished  under  a  protecting  diilv 
of  only  five  per  cent.  Tbe  fre»li  impulse  thnt  woidd  be 
given  to  the  industi^'  of  the  country,  the  increase  in  tlie 
consumption  of  iron,  and  tbe  consequent  enlargement  of 
tbe  demand,  would,  it  is  most  confidently  believed,  pro- 
duce a  correspontling  increase  in  the  production  of  our 
minesi  while  the  great  addition  to  the  number,  and  conse- 
quent improvement  in  the  skill,  of  our  artisans  and  me- 
chanics, would  enlarge,  in  an  equal  degree,  the  resources 
of  the  country  in  peace  and  in  war.  In  every  view  of  tlK 
subject,  therefore,  the  committee  it  satisfied  that  the  reEef 
prayed  for  by  the  petitioners,  while  it  is  esaentml  to  save 
them  from  impending  ruin,  can  be  afforded  not  only  with- 
out injury  to  others,  out  with  entire  safely  to  tbe  ccuntn', 
and  to  the  great  and  lasting  benefit  of  the  whole  commu- 
nity. Under  this  strong  conviction,  the  committee  wcuid 
not  hesitate  to  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petition- 
ers, but  -that  the  few  days  which  now  remun  of  the  ses- 
sion must  prethide  all  hope  of  such  a  measure  beingacted 
on  at  this  time.  They  content  themselves,  tberefwe, 
with  submitting  the  whole  subject  to  the  favorable  cod- 
sideration  of  Congress,  with  a  distinct  expression  of  the 
approbation  of  the  committee  of  the  general  views  of  the 
petitioners,  and  the  hope  that  the  blacKEmiths  and  workers 
in  iron  throughout  the  United  States  will  not  be  discou- 
raged by  their  repeated  failures  to  cblain  justice;  but  that 


*  It  a|>pcais  Tnm  ibt  ■talimcnt  Mr,  Sanlit-i,  ihai  *Vi'.e  iln-n 
am  one  nutidmt  thouiand  nirclianici  and  workci*  in  irwn  in  the  Vini- 
rd  State*,  there  are  probably  not  more  than  eleven  tJioii*aM]  penud) 
in  all,  eniplo)ed  in  prt-pariug  and  niakinr  bar  iron,  and  Uut  ibii  ia- 
clodi*  wowd  cbuppert,  coal  bunitn,  &c.  Sic.,  and  that  uf  Ebii  iniii,biT 
ihrec-nnha  are  emjiloyed  in  die  covniry,  oni  or  the  leach  aT  nmi-ci- 
lion.  Mr,  Sarihet  tuppoaea  ibat  u«  muK  than  thrw  ilminMl  ol  ibi* 
number  atvmrcbaniui  anil,  lu  Iht  n  anittavmeai,  mmc 
iliontand  blacktmiihii  arc  iippitaKd,MHl  ite  aadiiwn  utUIj  tbMnaid 
lu  ihc  number  prevenied.t  Frtin  an  i  labortieHXiineNiand  n'cala- 
UM,  eontaiiH-d  in  ibe  neiiUoM,  (i«  which  ibe  muDttiev  hre 
rt'fiT])  it  alw  apjKsrt,  inat  the  «bot«  annual  cumunipiian  nriivaia 
thelfntied  State*  ii  llA,344tana;  tliat.iif  thi«  quantity,  »\^4  lauaR 
of  run;i(n,  and  30,000  ivh  of  American  tmni  ibmi  oT  ihew  35,00* 
toni,on1y  IT,CO0  reach  the  aiaboard.  Frcin  tbi*  aiati hum,  itaKo 


appran,  that,  of  rolkd  imn,  ten-rlcvi'nl1i»  vere  impnrtid  in  Utrmanu- 
factnred,  and  onlr  onr-elevmdi  in  the  nw  Male;  that  the  Ameiiian 
annuftctarrdtiarirm,  which  cornea  to  tbe  aeabt«nl,  ctimparvd  with 
the  lurcign,  la  in  ihe  prujtunion  ef  one  to  niue—  10,(XXI  tuna  (aceoidmc 
to  ib«  report  of  the  Cummiiiee  nn  ManufBcrun*,  made  to  the  HbaR-rf 
Repn-aenuiiret  In  IIIB,}  beinp  thv  wbvU  ainoAii,  inclading  i-vrry  it- 
tcnbtion  of  iron  whieh  ii  bioughl  trom  iLe  iuti-rioi  lo  tl)«  atabvaid. 
Ana  it  ii  (toy  the  pt  iiiiuncrO  "  tur  tbe  pruiiciion  of  thit  incou^idi  n- 
btequanlii;  of  Amrican  iron,"  that  the  dntie*  cuinptaiixd  of  ban 
been  ini|>aaed. 

t  in  *uppurt  of  ihi*  dateneni,.  Mr.  Sarcbet  refrn  («  (be  teMir.<d-j 
of  the  Irwn  maiien,  taken  bHbre  the  Coinnitlee  «a  UaiiuniGivni  m 
lbs  EfouN  of  MeprearnMiivpi,  in  iiss. 
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they  will  again  biin^  ronrard  their  claim  before  Coiwresa 
At  their  next  sesnon,  in  a  diape  calculated  to  coniniana  the 
attention  of  that  body,  and  to  ensure  tfte  bUcknnttiis  a 
**  happy  lanie'*  out  of  all  their  difficultiea. 

■VrKUXUfTU  BXtOBTJ 

Since  the  abore  report  vu.prep«red  by  the  committee, 
n.  memorial  has  been  referred  to  them,  ngneA  by  a  lam 
number  of  "the  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phiw- 
clelphia,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  iron,  and  of  those 
friendly  to  the  production  of  it  in  this  country;"  and  six 
copies  of  the  same,  signed  by  a  number  of  the  cidzens  of 
New  Jersey,  have  also  .been  referred  to  them.    This  me- 
xnorisLl,  it  appears,  has  been  "got  up"  in  opposition  to 
the  foregoing  petition  of  tlie  blaclcaniitha,  the  statements 
and  ai^^roents  of  which  it  itrongly  controralaf  and  the 
lueraomfists  conclude  with  *'  a  deprecation  of  any  reduc- 
tion of  tb^  present  rate  of  duties  upon  iron.**   The  com- 
mittee hare  bestowed  on  these  memorials  that  respectful 
attention  which  is  due  to  the  representations  of  every 
portion  of  their  fellow-citizens.    They  have  examined  the 
ground  assumed  by  the  blacksmiths,  and,  having  compared 
the  reuomng  ut^d  on  both  sides  of  the  question,  are 
aatisfied  that  there  exist  no  such  errors,  either  in  the  lacts 
or  amments  reUed  on  hj  the  blacfctnutba,  as  to  shake  the 
cimfidence  of  the  committee  in  the  lODndnesB  of  their 
views,  or  the  correctness  of  their  concluaiims.  Having 
already  occupied  so  much  space  in  presenting  their  views 
of  this  question,  they  will  now  only  advert  to  a  few  topics 
introduced  into  this  memorial,  which  seem  to  require  com- 
ment.   With  regard  to  the  surprise  expressed  by  the 
nemorialiata,  that,  after  such  « decisive  acts  of  tbe  last 
■canon  of  Congress,"  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  the 
blacksmiths,  an  attempt  should  be  again  made,  by  the 
same  individuals,  "to  disturb  the  interests  of  the  iron 
manufacturers,"  the  committee  feel  themselves  compelled 
to  declare,  that,  even  if  Congress  had  adopted  the  most 
decisive  acts  in  reference  to  these  claims,  it  would  furnish 
no  just  ground,  either  of  surprise  or  complaint,  that  Ame- 
rican citizens,  believing  themselves  to  be  aggrieved,  should 
continue  to  urge  their  just  claims  while  any  hope  of  relief 
shall  remain.   The  "dednve  acts"  alluded  to,  however, 
consisted  merely  in  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, which  never  received  the  sanction  of  either 
branch  of  Congress-    "When  it  Is  asserted  tJiat  tlie  object 
of  the  blacksmitlis  is  "  to  withdraw  the  protec'jon  extend- 
ed to  the  manufacturers  of  iron,"  to  "build  up  anew 
febrie  on  its  ruins,"  and  to  deprive  this  countiy  of  tbe 
only  mode  by  wbich  a  supply  of  cheap  iron  can  be  pro- 
cured, it  is  manifest  that  the  memorialists  hare  not  under- 
stood either  tlie  true  objects  of  the  petitioners,  or  the 
means  by  wbich  it  is  proposed  to  attain  them.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  conceive  that  the  petitioners  could  luive  any  other 
object  in  view  than  that  which  they  have  avowed,  viz.  tbe 
securing  an  abundant  supply  of  cheap  iron:  fbr  It  is  by 
this,  and  this  alone,  that  they  o&n  ever  oe  enabled  to  enter 
into  successful  competition  with  Britidi  workmen  *'in  the 
manufkcture  of  the  various  articles  of  hardware;*'  and  if 
this  be  a  "new  business,"  it  is  one  that  cannot^  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  be  entered  upon  too  soon,  or 
prosecuted  too  earnestly;  and,  whatever  may  be  the  views 
oF  the  petitioners,  the  committee  can  hardly  Imagine  an 
(Aject  of  greater  "  national  importance,"  than  to  raise  up, 
by  tlie  operation  of  a  system  of^  just  and  equal  lau  s,  wbicli 
shall  leave  hbor  free  to  seek  its  own  employment,  a  band 
of  hardy  and  industrious  mechanics  and  artisans,  consti- 
tuting, as  they  must,  the  strength  and  pride  of  their  coun- 
try, and  who,  if  they  cannot  present  themselves  with 
"clean  hands,"  wilt  assuredly  come  with  pure  and  honest 
hearts.    If  these  men  have  justly  incurred  censure  in  sup- 
posing that  cheap  iron  would  be  more  certainly  obtained 
by  enlargii^  the  field  of  competition,  the  committee  can 


only  say  tliat  it  is  a  censure  which  they  are  perfectly  wil- 
Ung.  to  sliare  vith  the  petitioners,  and  with  we  great  ms»* 
ters  of  the  science  of  political  economy,  whose  labors  have 
enlightened  the  world.  The  notion  that  "high  duties 
reduce  prices,"  and,  at  the  same  time,,  afford  protection 
to  the  domestic  manu&cturer,  involves  a  paradox  too  gross 
to  be  believed  by  any  one  not  blinded  by  interest,  or  labor- 
ing under  what  the  committee  must  consideT  as  a  most 
extraor^nary  delusion.  It  is  an  idea  resting,  as  fiv  as  the 
committee  can  perceive,  on  no  better  foundation  than  tbe 
great  reduction  in  prices  wbich  has  taken  place  <rf'  late 
years  in  all  descriptions  of  manufactures — a  reduction  in- 
fluenced by  other  causes  than  the  operation  of  a  tariff  of 
protection,  as  is  fiilly  proved  from  uic  fact  that  it  has  ex- 
tended indiscriminately  to  every  part  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  has  been  produced  in  at  least  an  equal  degree  upon 
artides  which  have  received  no  protection.  How  it  is 
possible  that  the  high  duty  on  iron  should  have  reduced 
the  prices,  and  be  calculated  to  reduce  them  still  further, 
wMle  it  is  asserted  that  "a  removal  of  the  duties  would 
be  the  entire  destruction  of  every  iron  establishment  In 
the  United  States,"  is  to  the  committee  utterly  incompre- 
hennble.  With  respect  to  the  sarcasms  in  wbich  tbe  peti- 
tioners have  indulged  in  reference  to  Hr.  Sarchet,  woo  is 
stigmatized  as  a  "  foreigner  from  the  idand  of  Guernsey, 
laboring  under  the  moat  violent  of  all  pr^udices— an 
English  prejudice,"  the  committee  feel  themselves,  in 
justice  to  Mr.  Sarchet,  bound  to  declare  that  they  have 
never,  in  the  whole  course  of  their  experience,  come 
across  an  individual  possessed  of  more  practical  knowledge 
of  the  subject,  of  clearer  or  more  liberal  views,  freer  from 
prejudice  of  any  description,  or  more  entitled  to  implicit 
confidence.  Iliough  a  native  of  the  isbuul  of  Guernsey, 
he  has  resided  foV  near  thirty  years  in  the  United  States, 
during  the  whole  of  which  period  he  has  been  distinguish- 
ed for  his  industty,  intelligence,  and  probity. 

But,  whatever  may  be  the  demerits  of  Mr.  Sarchet,  it 
will  not  be  pretended  that  the  three  hundred  American 
mechanics,  who,  by  joining  in  Uie  petition,  have  given 
their  sanction  to  its  contents,  sre  not  as  much  entitled  to 
respect  and  confidence  as  the  memorialists  themsetvest 
nor  can  the  countiy  fail  to  Sec  the  very  different  ground 
on  which  the  parties  to  this  controvcm  stand;  the  one 
claiming  for  their  industry  nothing  but  freedom  from  re- 
straint, and  the  other  asking  for  protection;  the  former 
seeking  only  relief  from  oppression,  and  the  latter  insist* 
ing  on  securing  to  themselves  the  fruits  oftiiat  oppresnon. 
There  is  a  wide  difference,  too,  in  the  reliance  to  be  placed 
in  their  respective  statements,  (witiiout  intending  to  im- 
peach the  cnaracter  of  any  of  the  parties.)  TTie  black- 
smitiis,  in  pointing  out  the  inequality  of  the  existing  duties 
upon  raw  and  raanufitctured  iron,  speak  from  their  own 
personal  experience,  and  a  thorough  practical  knowledge 
of  the  subject,  while  the  memorialists  have  candidly  ac- 
knowledged "that  they  are  not  sufficiently  conversant 
with  the  details  of  the  subject  to  judge  whether  or  not 
there  exists  a  just  proportion  between  the  duties  upon 
bar  iron  and  those  upon  hardware." 

The  allusions  to  "  English  prejudices,"  8tc  &c.  which 
run  through  the  memorud,  cannot  be  misunderstood.  They 
are  the  appeals  too  often  and  too  successfully  made  to  that 
very  prejudice  which  the  memorialists  affect  to  condemn. 
"  American  industry"  is  the  delusive  phrase  artfulh'  em- 
ployed by  tliose  who  choose  to  cQnsi<ler  their  own  industry 
as  exclusively  American,  and  n  ho  attempt  to  conceal,  un- 
der the  mask  of  patriotism,  an  exclusive  devotion  to  thtir 
own  peculiar  interests.  The  true  American  system,  in  tlie 
estimation  of  the  ctnnmittee,  consists  in  free  trade  and  un- 
restricted industry?  and  they  pannot  bring  themselves  for 
one  moment  to  believe  that  the  capital  aiul  industry  cm- 
ployed  in  llie  fabrication  of  cotton  and  woollen  clolhs,  or 
m  digging  iron  ore  from  the  mines,  arc  more  strxtly  Ame- 
rican titan  that  employed  In  rairinC' cotton  or  wool,  in 
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building  thipi,  curyiogon  cominerce,  or  even  converting 
iron  into  hudware.  Nor  can'  they  bring  thenuclves  to 
beliere  that  eiAer  of  these  intemtB  n  more  entitled  to 
protection  than  the  othen,  or  that  any  of  them  can  have 
the  imalieit  claim  upon  country,  except  that  their 
labor  and  capital  ihould  be  left  free  to  aeek  their  oifn  em- 
ployment, and  to  secure  their  own  reward,  without  being 
buraened  with  unneceanry  taxes. 

The  coropUmt  made  agunat  the  repeated  wpGcations 
to  Congreia  to  reduce  the  dutiei^  **  aa  one  of  toe  devices 
employed  to  impede  tiie  progrea  and  extension  of  the 
manuncture  of  iron  in  this  country,**  b  so  manifestly  un- 
founded  and  unjust,  that  the  committee  are  only  induced 
to  notice  it  at  a  manifestation  of  "the  temper  and  spirit" 
which  animate  the  petitioners  on  this  occasion.  It  ii  alto- 
gether inoonceivabte  that  the  mechanics  and  workers  in 
iron  could  have  the  least  desire,  much  leas  "  employ  de- 
Ttces"  of  any  kind,  to  prevent  the  production  m  cheap 
iron  in  thu  countipr,  since  Aeir  own  hitereit,  as  well  as 
tfie  welfare  of  their  countir,  is  alike  to  be  promoted  by 
obtaining  the  largest  suppuei  of  this  material,  and  at  the 
cheapest  rates.  It  may  be  true  that  these  repeated  appli- 
cations "create  alarm  in  those  already  concerned  in  the 
iron  mines/'  and  it  would  no  doubt  be  extensively  grati- 
fying to  them  lo  be  allowed  to  consifler  "the  futh  oT  the 
Government"  as  so  far  "plednd"  to  this  system  of  pro- 
tection as  not  to  suffer  ita  stabOi^  ercr  to  be  questioned. 
But  the  petitioners  may  be  assured,  tha^  to  long  as  this 
n-stem  u  felt  by  a  large  and  respectable  portion  of  their 
fellow-citizens  as  a  burden  tmjustly  impMed  upon  them 
for  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturers  of  iron,  so  long  will 
the  Implications  for  its  modification  continue  to  be  urged 
with  untiring  enei^  and  zeal.  It  may  be  worthy  of  their 
consideration,  therefore,  whetiier  it  would  not  be  to  their 
advantage  to  obtain  that  "security  and  permanence"  for 
their  establishments,  which  they  consider  as  "  essential  to 
their  success,"  by  consenting,  at  once,  to  such  a  reasona- 
ble reduction  of  the  duty  as  would  remove  all  just  grounds 
for  future  complaint;  and  it  may  be  also  worthy  of  their 
consideration,  as  patriotic  citizens,  whether  they  ought 
not  ievcn  to  make  some  sacrifices  to  that  spirit  of  discon- 
tent which  so  extenMvely  prevuls  tlirougliout  the  United 
Statei  in  reference  to  thia  system.  The  i4>peal  wliicb  the 
memorialists  have  made,  in  order  to  enlist  other  interests 
in  their  cause,  by  suggesting  that  the  mcclianics*  petition 
"  has  been  got  up  fur  the  purpose  of  dcatroving  the  whole 
system  of  a  protecting  policy,  and  that  it  lays  tiie  axe  to 
the  root  of  the  entire  system,"  contains  a  tuear  develop- 
ment of  the  pUii  by  which  this  system  is  maintained,  which 
all  admit  to  be  extremely  imperfect,  and,  in  many  of  its 
parts,  grossly  oppressive  and  uiyust.  It  is  a  system  main- 
tuned  by  a  combbiation,  founded  on  the  mutual  support 
of  what  is  called  an  *'entire  system,"  but  which  is  in  fact 
a  mere  collection  of  exorbitant  duties,  in^runinately 
imposed  on  raw  materials  and  manufactured  articles,  with- 
out any  method  or  system  whatever — a  combination  which 
resista  all  modification  or  improvement,  which  seeks  to 
shut  out  inquiry,  snd  would  ever  stifle  complaint.  As  the 
memorialists  have  quoted  the  opinion  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  on  one  branch  of  this  subject,  we  will 
quote,  for  their  instruction,  lus  opinion  on  the  very  point 
now  under  conjuration.  In  hts  opciung  message  to  Con- 
gress, the  Prewdeot  specially  warns  us  against  that  desire 
•<to  sustain  a  general  system,"  by  "purchasing  the  sup- 
port of  different  interests;"  and  strongly  denounces  "those 
acts  of  majorities,  founded  not  on  an  identity  of  convic- 
tion, but  in  a  combination  of  small  m'lporities,  entered  into 
for  the  purpose  of  mutual  asustance  in  measures  wlucb, 
resting  onl^  on  their  own  merits,  could  never  be  carried." 
'Ilie  committee  are  inspired  with  freah  confidence  in  the 
correctness  of  tiie  views  tiiey  have  taken  on  this  subject, 
from  the  fact  that  the  memorialists  have  not  attempted  to 
coiitn^t  any  of  the  material  ftcts  stated  by  the  blacV 


smiths,  and  tint,  with  regard  to  such  as  they  have  contra- 
dicted, they  have  not  succeeded  in  maintmining  their 
pontims.  Take,  for  example,  their  eftimate  fif  tbe  quan. 
tity  of  .iron  now  annually  produced  in  the  United  Sutes. 
By  a  conjectural  estimate,  founded  on  no  aatisfactory  data, 
they  have  assumed  tliat  120,000  tons  of  iron  are  now  an- 
nually produced  in  thia  counttyt  but  when  the  Committet 
on  Manufactures  of  the  House  of  BcpreseotatiTc*  made  a 
*'  personal  examination**  of  tlua  ■abject  in  1838,  calE^ 
before  them  experienced  iron  masters,  th^  could  not  ob- 
tain information  of  more  than  30,000  tonat  and  llr.  Sarcbet 
informs  US  that  a  gentleman,  who  not  lon^  hdcc  trarelkd 
through  the  United  States,  for  tbe  expreas  purpcae  of  ss- 
certaining  the  truth  on  the  subject,  estimated  the  whole 
production  at  only  35,000  tons;  and  yet  the  memorialists 
liave  not  hesitated  to  put  down  at  a  venture  the  quantity'  of 
iron  made  in  the  United  States  at  1 30,000  tons.  The  coro- 
mittee  will  not  pretend  to  decide  the  question,  but  ecrtatoJy 
the  weiglit  of  authority  is  against  the  memoriahsta.  The 
committee  are  sensible  that  they  bare  already  consomed 
too  much  time  on  this  subject,  and  they  will  therefofe 
conclude  with  the  expresuon  of  a  decided  opinion  that  the 
iron  masters,  and  others  concerned  in  these  petitiooa,  have 
presented  no  new  fiicts,  and  urged  no  arguments,  tliat 
shake  the  positions  assumed  b^  the  blacksmiths,  or  wtuch 
go  to  show  that  a  reduction  of  the  du^  onraw  iron  ought 
not  to  take  place. 

Mm  SanAet't  Raiment,  Jmumy  31,  1831. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  select  committee  of  the  Senate,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  certain  citizena  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, *■  mechanics  employed  in  various  branches  of 
the  mamrfacture  of  iron."  praying  for  a  redoctioD  of  tbe 
duy  on  the  raw  material  used  in  the  variotu  bmnches  of 
their  manufacture,  Jphn  Sarchet,  one  of  the  petitionen, 
was  called  before  the  committee,  and,  on  hia  exanunatioa, 
said:  That  he  is  a  chain  and  anchor  manufacturer,  and 
generally  engaged  in  tbe  ship-smithing  business,  in  Phih- 
uelphia,  where  ne  has  carried  on  that  hunneaa  for  the  bat 
six  years.  He  has  been  for  thirty-five  yean  engaged  in 
the  blacknnith'a  bunness;  has  resided  in  Pennsylvania  f« 
the  last  fiwrteen  yon,  and  is  well  acquainted  with  tbe 
course  of  the  iron  uurineas  there.  The  effect  of  ^  ad- 
ditional duty  of  $7a  ton,  imposed  by  the  tariff  of  1S38  on 
rolled  iron,  was  most  severely  felt  by  the  worken  in  irao. 
It  amounted  to  an  addition  of  twenty  per  cent,  on  scHoe 
(jualities  of  iron  in  whicli  they  worked:  he  alludes  to  Eng- 
lish common  iron.  [The  witness  here  produced  speci- 
mens of  several  descriptions  of  iron  manufactures^  and 
also  of  the  raw  material  of  which  they  were  made.  The 
first  omdated  of  two  iron  bars,  the  one  punched  for  rail- 
roada,  and  tbe  otlier  pbun,  of  tbe  like  quality;  (he  next  a 
chain,  and  a  piece  of  the  iron  rod  out  of  which  il  via 
made.]  The  witness  then  stated  that  the  duty  on  the 
bar,  thua  prepared  for  raiboads,  was,  when  laid,  twenty- 
five  per  centum  ad  valorem;  the  cost  of  such  iron  lo 
England,  at  the  cash  cargo  price,  was  £5  St.  \  and  JE5  IQi. 
at  BIX  months.  In  Wales,  StafTordshire  iron  was  worth 
10*.  a  ton  more.  The  expense  of  punching  it  was  about 
259.  a  tont  equal,  at  the  uaualrate  c»  exchange,  to  $6  50. 
The  &lr  average  price  in  this  country,  therefbre,  of  this 
punched  iron,  would  be  about  $50  a  ton;  while  the  cost  of 
the  plun  bars,  out  of  which  it  was  made,  would  be  about 
$70  a  ton.  The  first  cost  being  £5  5«.,  and  the  duty  f37 
a  ton,  it  followed,  therefore,  Uiat  railroad  iron  could  be 
imported^  at  $20  a  ton  cheaper  than  the  bar  icon  out  of 
which  it  IS  nude;  and  it  therefore,  tmpoirible  to  pre- 
pare raih-oad  iron  in  tlua  country  now. 

Since  tbe  year  1838,  tiiere  haa  been  a^  foil  iu  the  price 
of  iron  in  Ei^land,  fiom  ^to£S  10s.  a  ton,  which  has 
operated  to  increaac  tiie  duW,  in  consequence  of  its  being 
a  specific  duty.   Hammered  iron  is  m^oe  in  England,  iin 
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•ome  of  it  h  imported  into  thlt  countrj.  Reeves  and 
Wtutaker,  and  Mark  RichardB,  of  Pennsylvania,  have  ira> 
ported  it.  It  costs,  duty  included,  about  $78  a  ton.  Be 
lieres  it  to  be  a  mlAake  to  wppoie  that  the  quali^  of  iron 
depends  on  the  crocesi  of  bainmeriog  or  rolling,  by  which 
it  is  prepared;  tninks  it  dependschiefly  ooUiepuriftcation 
by  (ire ;  the  oftener  it  is  heated,  and  tiie  harder  it  ii  pressed, 
the  better  it  will  be. 

Before  the  witnesa  came  to  Philadelphia,  he  followed 
his  bunnesa  in  Ohio,  lie  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1606t  and  went  to  <^o  in  1S07,  where  he  remained  ten 
years.  He  ii  a  natire  of  the  t^nd  of  Guernsey,  where  he 
followed  Us  business  until  he  came  to  this  country.  The 
witness  knows  of  no  railroad  Iron  having  been  used  fer 
other  purposes  than  rulroads,  either  before  or  afler  the 
passage  of  the  law  granting  a  drawback.  In  relation  to 
the  chain  and  rod,  before  alluded  to  by  the  witness,  he 
said  that  a  ton  of  die  chain  could  be  imported  into  this 
countrj-  at  $40  65  cheaper  than  the  rods  out  of  which  it  is 
manuftcliircd,  allowing  the  same  for  manufacturing  in  each 
country;  the  duty  on  the  ftrmer  being  34  cents  per  lb., 
(equal  to  $76  40  a  ton,)  and  on  the  latter  25  per  cent,  ad 
valorem.  There  is  a  difference,  however,  in  rating  such 
chains  as  this,  in  New  York  and  in  Philadelphia;  in  New 
York,  it  is  rated  as  a  chain,  which  pays  a  duty  of  35  per 
cent,  ad  valorem;  while,  in  Philadelphia,  it  is  called  a 
cliain  cable,  and  is  charged  at  three  cents  a  pound.  There 
is  no  doubt,  however,  that  it  ought  to  be  charged  as  a 
chain,  and  not  as  a  cable,  sinee  it  in  too  small  to  be  used 
as  a  cable  for  any  but  oyster  boats,  while  its  proper  and 
general  use  is  for  topsail  sheets  and  ties,  for  hoisting  gooda 
up,  &c.  8ic.  This  IS  a  half.inch  chain,  and  made  tif  Gng- 
liih  common  iron:  the  price  of  the  rods  in  England  is 
■bout  £6  5».  per  ton,  cash,  cargo  price.  There  is  a  loss 
of  from  12  to  20  per  cent,  in  manufacturing  rods  into 
chains;  13  per  cent.  m.ay  be  taken  ns  the  average  loss  in 
manufiictunng  iron:  this,  of  course,  increases  the  duty  on 
the  nw  material  in  proportion  to  that  on  the  manufactured 
article. 

The  average  price  of  such  iron,  imported  in  Urge  bars, 
up  to  two  inclies,  would  be  from  173  to  $75.  The  witness 
here  produced  a  bolt,  which,  lie  sai<J,  was  imported  in 
bars:  it  coat  $73.  He  hnd  made  it  into  rods  iu  tliis 
country,  and  it  cost  thi  witness  $105;  if  made  in  Eng- 
land, would  not  have  cost  more  than  $85.  Thinks  the 
expense  of  converting  bars  into  rods  in  this  coimtry 
would  be  about  $30  a  ton:  he  has  paid  $35  for  (ivc- 
elghtfas,  and  $30  for  half-inch.  It  is  much  cheaper  to 
make  the  bolts  or  bars  originally,  thun  to  roll  it  into 
bolts  or  bars  afterwards,  as  this  would  require  a  second 
heating.  It  would  just  make  the  difference  between  an 
expense  of  $4  44  and  $20.  The  witness  here  produced 
a  shovel,  finished,  with  the  exception  of  the  handle,  and 
atated  that  the  duty  on  this  article,  and  also  on  fryingpans, 
and  other  articles  made  of  sheet  iron,  is  25  pi-r  centum  ail 
Talorem;  and  that  a  ton  of  such  articles  can  be  imported 
into  this  country  at  $34  63  less  than  the  materials  of  which 
they  are  made;  so  that  it  is,  of  course,  impossible  to  make 
such  articles  in  this  country.  If  the  duty  on  iron  were 
reduced,  he  thinks  that  the  duty  on  cli.iins  could  also  be 
reduced  in  a  short  time,  without  injurj"  to  the  chain  makers. 
If  it  were  raised,  as  suggested  by  one  of  tlie  commit- 
tee, [Mr.  BicKRRraiir,]  the  only  effect  would  be  to  drive 
chain  cables  out  of  use  in  this  country,  and  to  introduce 
cordage  as  :i  substitute.  He  knows  that  the  present 
liigh  duty  has  already  produced  that  effect,  to  some  ex- 
tent. Tlie  ship  owners  M-ould  be  driven,  too,  to  supply 
their  ships  with  chain  cables  abroad,  in  the  place  of  hemp 
cables  can-ied  out  from  tli's  country,  which  would  be  cut 
up  for  junk;  ami  where  the  duty  had  been  paid  on  a  chain 
cable,  another  would  be  procured  in  England,  and  the  old 
one  be  turned  aver  to  another  atup.  Relieves  this  has 
already  been  done  in  some  cases,  in  consequence  of  the 


high  duty.    The  duty  of  three  cents  a  pound  on  chain  ca- 
bles can  afford  no  protection  to  the  American  blacksmith, 
while  the  duty  on  the  raw  material  is  as  lurh  as  it  now  is. 
Their  industry  can  only  be  protected  by  bringing  down 
the  duty  on  the  iron,  so  as  to  enable  tiMn  to  procure  the 
materia]  in  which  they  work  at  as  cheap  a  rate  as  the  ma- 
nufiicturera  of  other  countries.  Tliis  would  also  encourage 
the  consumption  of  iron,  and  increase  the  demand  for  their 
labor.    The  witness  here  stated,  that,  though  American 
iron  was  well  fitted  for  several  uses,  as  stated  in  the  black- 
smiths* petition,  ^et  it  was  not  adapted  to  the  manufacture 
of  eh«n  cablest  in  proof  of  which,  be  produced  a  chain 
cable,  one  part  of  which  was  made  of  English,  and  the 
other  of  American  iron:  the  former  had  been  in  use  for 
six  years,  and  the  latter  for  only  three;  and  yet,  as  might 
be  seen  on  examination,  while  the  English  part  of  the 
chain  was  still  good,  the  American  had  been  nearly  cor- 
roded through  with  rust.    This  difference  was  beginning 
to  be  so  well  understood  in  this  country,  that  American 
captains,  who  were  aware  of  it,  would  hardly  take  a  c^le 
made  of  American  iron.    An  experienced  whaleman  hteljr 
told  him  he  would  not  take  a  chain  cable  made  of  Amen- 
can  iron  as  a  gift.    The  witness  here  exhibited  a  horse- 
shoe imported  from  England,  a  ton  of  which  would  cost 
just  about  the  same  thing  in  this  countr)'  as  the  iron  out  of 
which  they  are  made.    He  exhibited,  also,  some  English 
iron  bedscrews.    It  is  impossible  now  to  make  sucn  in 
this  country.    If  witness  should  buy  the  iron  X<t  make  a 
gross  of  such  screws,  and  were  to  throw  in  his  IsAor  and  - 
fuel  for  nothing,  he  would  be  glad  to  pay  upwards  of  one 
dollar  out  of  his  own  pocket  to  have  them  taken  off  his 
hands.    The  witness  next  exhibited  a  bundle  of  English 
knitting  needles,  and  confirmed  all  the  fiicts  stated  in  the 
blacksmiths'  petition  in  relation  to  tiiem.    The  witness 
then,  referring  to  the  petition,  said  he  had  carefully  ex- 
amined all  the  feets  and  arguments  therein  contained,  as 
well  as  tliose  contained  in  the  former  pelitimis  on  the  same 
subject,  and  that  he  now  confirmed  all  the  statements  con- 
tained in  them,  with  the  ^ngle  cxcciJtion  of  the  variations 
which  may  Iiave  tiiken  place  in  prices  since  they  were 
drawn.    After  an  investigation  of  the  whole  subject,  and 
careful  examination  of  the  present  condition  of  the  iron 
trade  in  this  country,  and  especially  of  all  classes  of  per- 
sons concerned  in  the  production  and  manufacjure  of  iron, 
it  is  his  decided  opinion,  that,  if  rolled  and  hammered  iron 
were  admitted  into  the  United  States  at  a  moderate  duty, 
or  <luty  free,  it  would  be  greatly  for  the  advantage  of  all 
the  parties  concerned.    In  support  of  this  opinion,  the 
witness  again  referred  to  the  reasoning  contained  in  the 
petition,  of  which  he  entirely  approved.    He  stated,  also, 
among  other  things,  that  he  had  no  doubt  that  a  low  duty 
on  the  raw  material  would  so  much  increase  the  consump- 
tion of  iron  in  tliis  country,  as  to  compensate  the  owners 
of  mines,  by  the  increased  deniund,  fiff  any  <Uminution 
which  might  take  place  in  the  price;  that,  thou^  old, 
worn  out,  and  worthless  mines,  which  may  be  now  worked, 
in  consequence  of  the  high  duty,  might  be  abandoned,  the 
rich  mines  of  Pennsylvania  and  elsewhere  could  be  worked 
with  increased  activity  and  profit.    Witness  said  he  knew 
that  a  good  mine  could  be  worked  profitably  in  America 
without  protection,  from  the  fiict  tliat  mines  were  worked 
at  Trois  KviereS,  in  Canada,  where  the  duty  on  foreign 
iron  was  oidy  five  per  cent.    Tlie  witness  further  stated, 
that,  from  a  calculation  founded  on  the  Treaairy  repart% 
it  appears  that  47,000  tons  of  Iwrdware  were  nowanmuilly 
imported  into  this  country;  and  lie  had  no  doubt  that,  if 
the  raw  material  was  cheaper,  35,000  tons  out  of  these 
47,000  would  be  mamifaclured  in  this  country,  which 
would  greatly  increa-wthe  number  of  workers  in  iron,  and 
give  a  new  impulse  to  tlie  industry  of  the  countrj*.  In 
answer  to  a  question  submitted  by  one  of  the  committee, 
[Mr.  DicxxRMir,]  whether  an  ailcUtional  duty  of  one  cent 
per  pound  on  all  manufactures  of  iron  would  not  remedy 
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the  eviU  of  which  the  blacVsnutfas  compfauned  in  their  pe- 
tition* the  witness  sud  that  it  iinquestionKbly  would  not; 
that  tiie  only  effect  of  such  %  duty  would  be  to  lessen  the 
consutnption  of  iron,  knd,  indeed,  to  drive  it  out  of  use, 
wherever  hemp,  or  wood,  or  any  other  substitute  could 
be  found  for  it.  The  witness  here  stated  that  he  con«- 
dered  tlie  existing'  laws  of  the  Unitqd  States,  in  relation  to 
iron,  impoMng,  as  they  do,  a  durt  of  fr^m  159  to  280  per 
cent  on  the  raw  matcriali  and  35  per  cent,  on  the  manu- 
tactured  article,  to  be  exactly  of  the  satne  character  as  if 
Great  Britain  ^ould  impose  a  duty  of  from  150  to  280  per 
cdnt.  on  TVK  cotton,  and  25  per  cent  on  cotton  manunc- 
tures.  Great  Britain  sncouniged  her  manufactories,  by 
admitting  the  raw  material  at  a  low  duty,  or  duty  free; 
and,  to  encourage  our  mechanics,  we  should  do  the  same. 

liie  witness  believes  that  ninety  •nine  hundredths  of  the 
hardware  imported  into  this  country  is  made  of  English 
common  iron,  such  as  he  exhibited  a  specimen  of  in  a  rod 
twisted,  when  cold,  by  himself,  into  a  knot,  wliich  lie  con- 
aiders  as  establishing  its  good  quality.  Sucli  ii-on  cost  in 
Wales  £5  5t.  cash,  urgo  price.  It  is  stated  in  the  Treasury 
report  that 3,000  tons  of  this  iron  are  Knnually'imported  into 
this  country.  The  witness  here  presented  a  specimen  of 
hoop  iron,  punched,  uid  said  that  the  whole  cost  of  this 
■rtiue,  duty  included,  would  be  about  $57  a  ton,  but  the 
du^  alone  and  the  raw  material  would  be  $78  40;  the 
whole  cost  would  be  from  $120  to  $125.  Understands, 
hovever,  that  the  Treasury  Department  has  decided  tliat, 
to  constitute  this  article  manufactured  iron,  the  hoops 
must  be  riveted;  he  thinks  this  must  be  wroi^g:  for  if  the 
increased  labor  of  the  foreign  workman  is  to  have  the  ef- 
fect of  lessening  the  duty,  this  woidd  be  tantamount  to  the 
prohibition  of  any  American  labor  being  beato.\ed  on  siich 
artidei,  which  must  certainly  be  contrary  to  tlie  intent  of 
the  hw.  The  witness  proceeded  to  give  another  reason 
why  an  increase  of  the  present  duty  on  manufactured  iron 
could  nut  answer  the  purpose  of  the  blacksmiths,  that 
nothing  short  of  a  due  proportion  between  the  duty  on 
the  raw  material  and  the  manufactured  article  would  an- 
swer any  purpose;  and  as  the  duty  on  the.  raw  material 
was  now  fi:om.l59  to  380  per  cent.,  an  equivalent  duty 
could  not  peanbly  be  imposed  on  hardware;  and  if  it  were, 
the  articles  so  taxed  could  not  be  generally  used.-  The 
present  duty  oo  rolled  iron  was  $37  a  ton.  To  impose  an 
equivalent  duty  on  the  manufactured  article,  so  as  to  put 
the  blacksmiths  on  a  footing  with  tlie  iron  masters,  would 
require  three  times  that  amount,  say  $111,  or  159  per 
cent.  These  duties,  however,  never  can  be  equalized, 
while  one  is  an  ad  valorem  and  the  otlier  a  specific  duty; 
both  ou^  to  be  an  ad  valorem  du^ — a  low  duty,  and 
tlut  of  equal  amount. 

To  riiow  the  effect  of  high  and  low  duties  on  die  con- 
sumption of  iron,  and  on  the  number  and  skill  of  the 
workmen  employed  in  the  manuftcturc,  the  witness  refer- 
red to  a  French  work,  entitled  An  Tiiquiry  into  the  Mines, 
reviewed  ill  the  London  Foreign  ftnarterly  Review  for  Octo- 
ber, 1830.  Ue  there  Ands  that  the  quantity  of  iron  annually 
consumed  in  France  is  175,000  tons.  In.  England,  the 
consumption  of  cast  iron  alone  is  700,000  tons;  the  ave* 
rage  consumption  in  proportion  to  population  is  as  13  to  1 ; 
and  in  the  same  ratio  wdl  be  found  the  skill  of  the  me- 
chanics. The  witness  has  seen  a  lady  in  France  holding 
up  the  foot  of  a  horse,  while  the  blacksmith  (if  he  could 
be  so  called)  was  hammering  on  the  shoe.  Wittieu  attri- 
butes both  the  small  quantity  of  iron  consumed  in  France, 
and  the  want  of  skill  in  the  manufacture,  to  the  high  duty 
on  the  raw  material,  which  is  three  or  four  times  as  high 
in  France  as  in  England.  Thinks,  if  theduty  oniron  were 
reduced  in  tliis  couptry,  the  consumption  of  chain  cables 
would  be  doubled.  In  France,  wood  is  one  of  the  great 
substitutes  for  iron.  Hemp  is. another.  Leather  is  also 
mudi  used,  and  stone,  (as  for  bridges.)  French  diips  use 
hemp  cables,  while  Engl'sh  sliips  not  only  use  chain  ca- 


bles, but  use  iron  all  over  the  ri^ng,  to  an  extent  un- 
known in  American  vessels.  Witness  believes  there  has 
been  some  improvement  in  tlie  rolling  mills  in  this  countiy 
of  late  years.  These  mills  are  not  generally  owned  by 
the  iron  masters.  These  mills  would  be  worked  mme 
profitably,  if  the  raw  iron  could  he  bought  cheaper.  Tbe 
witness  thinks,  that,  on  the  whole,  as  much  money  is  paid 
for  the  manufacture  of  iron  in  England  as  in  this  country. 
He  made  a  calculation  on  chains  in  Liverpool,  u  years 
ago,  and  feusd  that  witness  paid  here  one  dollar  fbr  work, 
which  cost  there  seventy-five  cents.  In  puddling  iron,  8(. 
a  ton  is  the  present  price  in  England.  Iron  is  generally 
made  into  bars  by  two  distinct  classes  of  persons.  la 
some  parts  of  England,  a  vein  of  iron  ore,  four  inches 
thick,  will  be  worked  for  several  hundred  feet;  it  yields 
from  27^  to  33|  per  cent  Bis  infiHtnation  on  this  pinnt  ic 
derived  from  books.  If  the  duty  on  iron  was  reduced  as 
prayed  for  by  tbe  blacksmiths  in  their  petitimi,  tbe  .Ame- 
rican workers  in  iron  would  enter  into  coropetitton  with 
the  foreign  manufacturers,  and  he  has  no  doubt  tiiat  em- 
ployment would  be  given  to  50,000  mechanics  bc^yond 
those  now  employed  in  the  United  States;  and  ibis  in  ad- 
dition to  the  multitude  of  persons  who  woukl  be  employ- 
ed by  or  throu^  them,  such  as  coal  diggers,  laborers, 
&rmer4  &c.  &c.  Thinks  cut  and  hammered  nails  would 
then  be  fumislied  cheaper  than  at  present.  If  whness 
could  get  his  iron  free  of  duty,  he  wooU  contract  to  fur- 
nish cut  nails  at  3^  cents  per  lb.;  they  noW  aeU  for  5*, 
He  could  make  wrought  nails  at  an  amount  less  by  the 
duty,  that  is  to  say,  at  nvc  cents  less  than  tbe  present  price. 
He  made  lately  for  a  railroul  half  a  ton  of^such  d:uU  tt 
1 1  cents;  they  were  made  mostly  of  Juniata  iron,  and  could 
have  been  furnished  at  $4  20  per  cwt  less,  but  ke  the 
duty  on  iron.  These  nuls  would  have  been  imported,  if 
th^  could  have  been  got  from  England  in  time.  In  all 
Philadelphia,  he  knows  of  but  two  hands  now  employed 
in  making  wrought  nuls.  Hie  witness  is  confident  if  n« 
was  admitted  at  a  low  du^,  or  duty  free,  there  would  be 
a  more  abundant  supply  of  the  article,  both  in  peace  and 
in  war,  and  the  capacity  of  the  country  to  furnish  artkJes 
of  iron  of  every  dcscnption,  from  cannon  down  to  iiailfc 
would  be  greatly  increased,  if  there  are  now  a  hundred 
thousand  persons,  as  he  believes,  employed  in  the  blad:- 
smith's  business  in  this  country,  there  could  be  added  st 
least  50,000  to  the  number;  there  would  be  an  increased 
demand  for  iron  of  every  description;  the  good  American 
mines  woidd  yield  much  larger  quantities;  and  most  of  tbe 
h.-u-dware  now  made  in  En^nd  would  be  manu&cturcd 
in  this  country.  There  is  a  much  larger  number  of  per> 
sons  interested  in  the  manu^ture  of  iron  in  worki^ 
the  mines.  From  the  testimony  of  the  iron  masters  b^' 
fore  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  of  the  House  of  Re- 
prcsentatives,  in  1828,  (see  report  No.  115,  p.  37,)  it  ap- 
pears that  but  eleven  thousand  persons  in  ail  were  em- 
ployed in  preparing  and  making  bar  iron;  and  tlits  includes 
wood  choppers,  coal  burners,  &c.  &c.,  and  of  this  num- 
ber three-fifths  are  employed  in  the  country,  entirely  oot 
of  the  reach  of  competition.  But,  of  this  numbeiv  nctf 
more  than  3,000  are  mechaoics;  and  to  give  these  people 
a  bounty,  100,000  blacksnnths  are  oppressed,  and  me  ad- 
dltion  of  50,000  to  their  number  prevented,  which  would 
add  immensely  to  the  power  and  resources  of  the  countrr, 
in  peace  and  in  war.  Tlie  witness  says  he  has  travelkd 
extensively,  and  seen  much  of  tbe  world,  hut  he  has  ne- 
ver seen  any  blacksmiths  so  poor,  or  carrying  on  a  Ic^ 
prosperous  buuucss,  than  those  of  the  United  States  at  thb 
time,  M-hich  is  owing,  as  he  confidently  believes,  to  the 
high  duty  which  they  are  compelled  to  pay  on  iron,  which 
not  only  increases  the  price  of  the  raw  material  in  whi^ 
they  work,  but  lessens  the  demand  for  their  labor.  When 
in  the  island  of  Guernsey,  tbe  witness,  by  the  labor  of  ha 
two  handle  realized  £500  sterling  by  the  time  he  was  22 
years  of  age.    Thinks  this  could  not  now  be  done  in  t^ 
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inited  States.  HVitnen  knowv  of  an  Bnglishman,  whose 
amc  he  thinks  was  Wood,  who  came  to  this  cotintiy  last 
priiig*,  Tor  the  purpose,  as  be  understood,  of  establishing 
manuracture  of  iron;  but,  tS^tt  examining  the  state  of 
itn^  he  went'back,  having  found,  that,  under  the  pre- 
cnt  Wtj^  duty  on  the  raw  material.  Great  Britain  was  the 
ilace  for  maUng  iron,  and  ntanu&cturin^  hardware  for 
he  United  States.  Hiat  {rentleman  had  travelled  through 
he  country,  and  estimated  die  quantity  of  iron  made  in 
he  United  States  at  35,000  tons. 

The  witness  has  understood  dut  Mark  Richards  has late- 
y  intported  a  quantity  of  hoop  iron  with  holes,  the  duty 
in  which  as  iron,  **  in  part  manufactured,"  would  he-one 
housand  dollars  less  than  the  iron  of  which  the  hoops  are 
nade.  Mr.  Richards  has  declared,  that,  rather  thwi  pay 
he  duty  on  hoops  as  raw  iron,  he  will  re-export  them.  It 
vould  be  a  bounty  to  fereign  labor  if  the  du^  should  be 
■educed  according  to  the  quanti^  of  labor  bestowed  upon 
he  article.  Hoop  iron  his  ^nerally  been  imported  in  a 
•aw  state.  In  the  duties  which  have  heretofore  been  im- 
losed  on  iron,  the  iron  masters  have  only  considered  them- 
«Ives,  and  have  rej;arded  the  mechanics  no  more  than  if 
hey  were  nonentities.  Boiler  iron  it  made  prindpally  in 
¥ales,  StiffordsMrv,  and  Scotland.  Witness  has  for< 
neriy  Imported-  many  tons  of  stovepipes,  by  which  he 
aved  sixty  dollars  a  ton.  He  considers  the  law  clear;  and, 
f  a  higher  duty  had  been  imposed,  he  would  have  resist- 
'd  it.  Has  not  imported  any  stovepipes  for  the  last  ten 
■ears.  The  witness  here  expbuncd  why  boiler  plates 
(ught  to  be  imported  duty  free,  or  at  a  very  low  duty, 
toiler  plates  are  now  generally  made  of  American  iron, 
rliich  he  thinks  render  tiiem  weaker  than  the  English 
laler  plates,  in  consequence  of  the  former  being  more 
helly,  or  liable  to  scale  off.  When  boiler  plates  are  im- 
Kirtcd  from  England,  in  consequence  of  the  hi^  duty  of 
eventy-eight  dollars  a  ton,  tlunner  plates  are  imported 
han  are  used  for  similar  purposes  in  England.  The  con- 
equence  in  either  case  is  a  greater  liability  to  explosion 
n  ■teamboato  and  steam  engines,  to  the  great  loss  of  pro- 
lerly  uid  of  Ufe,  and  the  diminution  of  safety  and  comfort 
n  travelling.  Since  ISir,  tiieie  has  not  been  a  sii^le  in- 
tance  of  the  buntii^  of  a  steamboat  in  EnglantI,  and  not 
<ne  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  while  in  this  country,  since  the 
pening  of  navigation  in  the  year  1830,  there  have  been  no 
sss  tlian  fifteen  or  mxteen.  If  steam  engines  could  be 
irocured  cheaper  in  this  country,  their  number  would  be 
reatly  increased,  aiKl  th^  would  be  applied  to  a  variety 
•f  uses  from  which  they  are  now  excluded  in  rarious 
■ranches  of  manu^tures,  and  eapecially  of  iron.  Wit- 
ess  would  himself  have  had  one  in  the  establishment  tm- 
■er  his  care,  if  the  duty  had  been  less,  and  many  otliers  in 
'hiladeiphia  would  have  done  the  same.  The  witness, 
nd  those  who  are  acting  with  him,  come  here,  not  to  ask 

&vor,  but  sheer  Juitice;  and,  while  looking  to  their  own 
iterestsk  they  are  equally  mindful  <^  tiie  interests  of  the 
rhole  country. 

JOHN  SARCHET. 
Subscribed  and  affirmed  to  before  the  subscriber,  a  jus- 
ce  uf  the  peace  of  Washington  coun^.  District  of  Co- 
imbia,  Febnwrrr,  1831. 

ROBERT  CLARKE. 
NoTB  by  Mr.  Sakcut. 
1  find  by  the  boob  of  James  Ditoker,  of  Philadelphia, 
lat  he  exported  iron  to  England  in  the  years  1771,  '3, 
nd  '3;  that  bar  iron  is  chai^d  in  the  said  books  at  twenty 
lillings  per  cwt.,  Pennsylvania  currency,  or  $2  66  2-3 
ents,equalto$j3  33  1-3  cents  per  ton;  that  the  same  iron 
>ld  at  £\S  IQt.  sterling  per  ton  in  Bristol,  England;  that 
ig  iron  is  invoiced  at       and  #33  66  3-3  cents  per  ton; 
lat  best  common  flour  scrid,  acconling  to  said  hooka,  at 
2  3Si  centa  per  cwt. ;  aimerfine  at  |3  13i  centa  per  cwt. ; 
ut  wheat  sold  at  oae  doUw  per  bushel  by  the  qiuuMity. 
V»L.  Yll— P 


Indian  com  at  fiftr-one  and  fifty-two  centa  per  bushel; 
from  which  I  conclude  that  labor  rated  at  about  the  same 
as  at.t)iis  time.  An  extract  from  the  said  books  is  now 
handed  to  the  cliairmaa  of  the  select  committee  of  the 
Senate. 


INCREASE  OF  PAY  OF  CAPTAINS  IN  THE  NAVY 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  DomsaT,  from  the  Comnuttee  on  Naval  Aflbin,~to 
whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  President's  message 
as  relates  to  the  navy,  made  the  feUowing  report,  (on 
so  much  tiiereof  as  recommends  an  increase  of  the 
navy  pay;) 

Tliat,  in  the  Infancy  of  the  Government,  vhen  the  na< 
ttonal  treasury  was  oppressed  with  a  heavy  debt,  and  the 
resources  of  our  country  for  the  purposes  of  national  re- 
venue ha<I  not  been  fully  developed,  statesmen  of  un- 
questionable patriotism,  and  eminent  political  sagacitjr,  re- 
stated the  policy  of  creating  a  permanent  national  navy, 
under  a  belief  tliatthe  expenses  thereof  would  be.  too 
oppressive  on  the  people,  uid  who  also  feared  that  our 
vessels  of  war  could  not  contend,  with  any  expectation 
conquest,  with  the  old  navies  of  Europe,  and  pre^cted, 
tiiat,  wheuever  tbev  should  put  to  sea  in  time  of  war, 
they  were  destined  to  flatter  the  pride,  and  to  increase 
the  fleets,  of  our  enemies. 

The  depredations  committed  on  om*  commerce,  and 
the  wrongs  inflicted  on  our  seamen,  by  the  corsairs  of  Al- 

S'ers,  at  length  induced  Congress,  in  1794,  to  provide  for 
e  building  of  a  few  vessels  of  war. 
To  ruse  the  funds  neceswy  Ibr  Uiis  purpose,  an  addi- 
tional duty  was  laid  on  the  importation  of  certain  enume- 
rated articles,  and  a  loan  was  authorized,  reimbursable 
from  tiie  proceeds  of  these  duties.  In  17^97  and  1798, 
the  cruisers  of  France  entered  within  our'juris^ctional 
limits,  captured  tbe  vessels  of  her  enemy,  and  committed 
^lii^ons  on  our  commerce. 

To  repress  these  lawless  acta  of  ai^ession.  Congress 
provided  for  a  further  increase  of  our  navy.  The  pres- 
sure  on  the  national  revenue  had  not  then  been  lessenvn], 
neither  had  th(»e  doubta  and  fears  as  to  the  policy  of  cre- 
ating a  permanent  navy  subsided.  These  acts  did  not 
look  to  such  an  establiniment-  They  owed  their  origin 
to  the  immediate  necesMties  of  the  nation  for  maritime 
defence,  and  were  to  be  inoperative  if  peace  should  be 
restored. 

litis  iRtUsposition  towards  a  permanent  navy,  the  tem- 
porary character  of  the  service,  and  tbe  neceawty  for  llie 
immediate  addition  to  the  publie  burdens  which  this  in- 
crease of  our  naval  armament  imposed,  must  liave  in- 
duced Congress  to  have  graduated  the  navy  pay  as  low  as 
practicable  consistent!}'  with  the  public  service.  No  cer- 
tain and  regular  addition  has  since  been  made  to  it. 
The  briUjant  acbievementa  of  the  navy  during  the  late 
war  produced  a  revolution  in  the  public  opinion  in  ita  ft- 
vor.  The  nation  became  convinced  of  the  expediency 
of  fostering  ita  growth,  and  that  the  pay  of  ita  gallant  offi- 
cers was  too  small;  and  Congress,  by  tbe  act  of  1815, 
vested  in  the  President  a  discretionary  power  of  enlarg- 
ing it  twenty-five  per  cent.,  whenever  the  nature  of  the 
service  in  which  the  navy  should  be  employed,  should,  in 
his  judgment,  reqiure  it. 

At  the  close  of^the  late  war  the  public  debt  had  been 
much  increased.  An  anxic^  for  ita  prompt  reduction 
pervaded  the  cmmuinify. 

A  system  of  general  retrenchment  was  adopted  by  Con- 
gress, and  the  discretionary  power  vested  in  the  Prea- 
dent  by  the  act  of  1815  was  withdrawn  by  the  act  of 
Febnni7,  1817. 

The  comnUttee  subnut,  herewith,  a  tabular  stiUement, 
showing  tiM  navj  pay  fron  179i  imttl  the  present  titM. 
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Congress,  after  many  appeals  to  its  munificence  and 
juatice,  ezpresMd  its  conviction  that  the  paj  of  lieuten- 
ants and  surgeons  in  Oke  tuvy  wastiutdequatet  and,  "by  the 
acts  of  1818  and  1828,  ino^sed  theirs. 

The  committee  have  presented  this  historical  account 
of  the  rise,  prog^ss,  and  present  state  of  the  navy  pay, 
to  aid  Congress  in  its  deliberations  on  the  question  now 
presented.  Do  justice  and  sound  policy  require  an  in- 
cnase  of  the  pay  of  captains  and  masters  commandant? 

The  kte  and  present  Chief  Mapsb«te  (notwithitand' 
iog  lus  solicitude  to  prevent  any  diveraon  of  the  revenue 
from  the  early  extinguishment  of  the  national  debt)  have, 
in  their  annual  comtnunications,  earnestly  recommended 
to  Congress  to  increase  the  navy  pay. 

The  committee  mean  not  to  advocate  the  degrading  doc- 
trine, that  the  recommendations  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
ought,  without  inquiry,  to  be  adopted;  but  it  must  be  con- 
ceded that  his  opinion,  communicated  to  Congress  on  his 
higli  responsibility,  as  to  the  expediency  of  iqeasures  with- 
in his  own  immediate  and  personal  knowledge  and  obser- 
vation, is  entitled  to  very  high  conaderation. 

His  military  life  eminently  qua)i6es  him  to  judge  as  to 
the  expenses  necessarily  incurred  by  officer*  in  either 
branch  of  the  public  defence. 

Distributive  justice  requires  that  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  ofEcere  of  equal  grade,  rendering  like  services, 
dischar^ng  Uke  duties,  and  exposed  to  like  dangers, 
should  approximate.  A  legislation  which  neglects  this 
great  funoamentat  principle  of  national  justice,  engfen- 
ders  reptnings,  dissatis&ction,  and  jealousies.  It  cannot 
but  be  regretted  that  the  laws  of  Congress  furnish,  in  re- 
lation to  the  army  and  navy,  most  glaring  departures  from 
this  harmonizing  principle.  The  relativerank  of  ^e  offi- 
cers of  Uie  army  and  navy  Is  graduated  thus: 
I  -  A  captun  under  five  years,  whose  pay  is  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  thirty  dollars,  ranks  iritli  a  lieutenant 
colonel,  iriio  receives  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
seventy-two  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents. 

A  captain  over  five  years,  and  under  ten,  ranks  with  a 
colonel,  who  receives  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fbrty-one  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents. 

A  captain  over  ten  yean,  and  under  fifleen,  ranks  vith 
ft  brigadier  general,  wboreceives  fourthousand  ftxir  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  dollars  and  forty-nhie  cents. 

A  captain  overfiHieen  yean  ranks  with  a  major  general, 
wbo  receives  six  thousand  five  hundred  and  twelve  dol- 
lars and  sixty-four  cents. 

A  master  commandant,  whose  pay  is  one  thoi^nd  one 
hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars,  ranks  with  a  major,  wbo 
receives  two  thousud  one  hundred  and  as  dwan  and 
tiiii^-two  cents. 

The  land  officer  is  selected  in  his  youth,  placed  under 
the  cbntrol  of  proffessors  eminent  for  their  moral  worth 
and  scientific  attainments,  and  paid  by  the  Government. 
After  remaining  four  years  in  this  state  of  pupilage  and 
probation,  he  is  called  into  the  army,  and  in  a  very  short 
time  appointed  to  services,  carrying  with  them  pay  and 
emoluments  greater  than  those  of  a  sea  officer  who  may 
have  spent  twenty  years  in  the  acFnce. 

No  system  of  inBtruetion  at  the  public  expense  has 
been  adopted  for  the  navy  service. 

The  midshipman  may  devote  any  portion  of  his  time 
which  can  be  spared  ^om  hii  navu  duties,  to  obtain  in- 
struction in  the  line  of  his  profeinon,  and  at  his  own  ex- 
pense. 

'  This  is  not  the  only  ineqtiaKty.  The  various  fpndes  of 
rank  in  the  army  give  room  for  promotion.  It  is  not  so 
vrith  the  naval  service.  The  captsin  of  to-day,  notwith- 
•tanding  he  may  remidn  in  the  pnbBc  sernce  during  a 
long  life,  must  die  a  captun,  as  Congress  has  not  yet 
deemed  it  expedient  to  ettabUdi  a  higher  rank  in  the 
naval  service. 

But  the  inequaUty  does  not  itop  herei  the  amiy  offi- 


cer is  rewarded  for  ten  yean  of  meritorious  services  with 
a  brevet  rank,  conferring  honor,  and  brin^iy  with  it  aa 
increase  of  pay. 

The  'officer  of  the  navy  receives  from  his  countjy  no 
such  flattering  mark  of  distinction,  althinigh  he  mav  iun, 
from  the  vigor  of  youth  to  the  decremtude  of  old  agp, 
spent  his  life  without  intennisuon  in  the  exercise  of  his 
profesuon,  with  honor  to  himself,  and  with  profit  and 
giory  to  his  country,  aa  there  is  no  brevet  rank  calabEAtd 
lor  the  navy. 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  proper  to  ocdleet  infiR<- 
mation  from  official  sources^  as  to  the  rehtnre  noinbcraf 
promotions  which  have  taken  place  in  the  artnj  aad  navy 
«nce  1816,  and  also  the  number  of  brevet  tank  which  bu 
been  granted  from  that  period. 

Whde  Congress  has  thus  made  such  honorable  and  pro- 
vident provinon  for  the  gallant  officen  of  the  anny,  those 
of  the  navy  (who  have,  with  such  consaimnate  rshir,  ad- 
mirable skill,  and  noble  daring,  sustained  the  honor  of 
our  in&nt  flag  against  every  foe,  and  who,  at  the  pmiid- 
est  period  of  the  riaval  glory  of  En^nd,  fiaptUcd,  bjr 
successive  nctories,  that  confidence  in  her  naval  invinct- 
bihty,  which  a  series  of  brilliant  and  extenninatii^  tri- 
umphs over  the  combined  navies  of  Europe  had  produced,) 
"have  experienced  from  Congress  a  morti^'tn^  indifiercnec 
to  every  appeal  and  commendation  made  to  it,  toiqiprost- 
ntate  their  pay  to  that  of  the  army. 

Is  tliere  any  thing  in  the  character  of  the  two  aenicM 
which  vindicates  this  disparity  in  emohintenta  and  honor, 
and  this  indifferenee  to  the  cbims  of  the  navy  officen' 
Does  the  army  service  require  a  higher  order  of  intellect, 
or  greater  profesaonal  attainments?  Is  it  more  exposed 
to  &t^er,  or  attended  unth  greater  deprivations?  Don 
it  impose  higher  reqion^bilities>  or  have  the  pmcnt  amy 
incumbents  a- greater  dum  on  the  justice,  gratitude,  aad 
munificence  of  their  country,  than  those  of  the  navy? 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  prociae  a 
list  of  the  deaths  in  the  navy  since  1816.  It  presents  a  |»c- 
ture  of  mortality  at  which  (when  contrasted  with  the  nam- 
ber  of  those  employed)  the  naval  officer  looks  with  the 
most  fearful  and  agonizing  forebodings,  whenever  be  it 
ordered  to  cruise  under  a  tropical  sun,  more  Aaugfat  <silh 
danger  to  human  -life  than  even  the  cama^  of  battk;  a 
risk  from  which  the  atmy  officer  is  exeo^ited,  as  he  b 
mobt  generally  employrd  at  salubrioua  stations.  Great  at 
the  disparity  between  these  two  branches  of  our  national 
defence  is  thus  demonstrated  to  be,  that  between  the  ctv3 
list  and  na^y  is  still  more  glaring. 

The  committee  exhibit  nerewitit  a  statement  of  tlie  pro- 
gresrive  and  present  pay  of  the  eiril  list,  frosn  wludi  itif> 
pean  that  the  clerk  who  transcribe*  the  exeeatiTe  ordccs 
to  the  naval  officer,  and  who  gives  not  to  his  ofidal  da- 
ties  more  than  «x  hours  in  the  d»,  enjoying  all  the  cos- 
forts  of  domestic  life,  receives  from  ois  GovcmoK-ot  a 
higher  pay  than  the  naval  officer,  who,  leavinK  lus  horae, 
and  wlale  guarding  with  parental  solicitude  the  lives  of 
his  crew,  exposes  ma  own  in  every  climate;  protecting  our 
commerce,  vindicating  our  honor,  regulating,  upon  a  high 
and  fearftil  respmtsibility,  our  intereourae  with  Ibr^a 
nations,  and  cxponng  himself  in  battle  whenever  bis  cou*- 
try  calls. 

This  inequality  in  our  legislation  does  not  stop  eves 
here.  The  present  navy  pay  was  graduated  in  1799.  Tfc* 
pay  of  all  the  officen  of  the  Government  on  the  civil  Est 
established  before  them,  baa  been  increased. 

Either  the  enhanced  price  of  the  neccasariea  of  lile.  tbc 
changed  condition  of  sooety,  or  the  increased  reaootces 
of  tlw  Government,  giving  riae  to  more  Gberal  Mttsom  as 
to  the  value  of  offieul  aerncei,  most  have  conduced  to 
this  iticreaae  of  compensation. 

The  navy  officen  have  a  right  to  expept,  open  twrj 
prindple  of  justice,  that  the  same  causes  sboiud  be  pre- 
ductire  of  the  like  renlta  in  relatioi)  to  tiiezn. 
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Tlie  ori^ru)  sphere  of  kction  of  no  bnmeh  of  the  public 
service  hu  been  so  enUrped  ti  thftt  of  the  nary.  Tbe 
pty  was  fixed  at  a  period  when  the  operations  of  the 
lavy  were  limited  prindpally  to  tlie  duty  of  convoy.  Its 
moat  enthusiaatic  friends,  then,  never  anticipated  tliat  our 
Mval  Bag  would  viwt  every  part  of  the  habitable  g:lobe, 
wavinff  over  stu[M  of  war  which  would  attract  attention, 
;xcite  adnuratioiv  and  be  adopted  as  models  for  imitation 
by  the  priiidpal  maritime  Powers  of  Europe. 

This  event,  so  flattering  to  our  national  pride,  has  been 
realized.  This  attractive  oonditiiM  of  our  navy,  and  its 
expanded  intercourse,  inqwH  upon  iti  officera  the  most 
Itstresnng  and  pecuniary  expenditures. 

Oiir  national  character,  and  the  obligpations  of  society, 
constrain  them  to  reciprocate  tbe  courtesies  which  are 
ixtended  to  them,  and  which  they  could  not  decline 
Fithout  incurrii^  the  imputations  of  mercenary  motives. 

The  naval  officer,  when  afloat,  requires  two  separate 
ifltablishments.  His  family  must  be  housed,  clothed*  and 
ed,  andhifl  children  educated.  His  own  table  must  be 
upplied  from  foreign  markets,  and  at  the  most  exorbitant 
)nces.  The  efficiency  and  harmony  of  the  urvi£e  re- 
[uire  that  he  should  extend  to  the  officers  of  the  ship, 
nd  of  tbe  squadron,  the  hospitality  of  his  table.  It  ap- 
pears to  tlie  committee,  that  every  observer  of  domestic 
xpenditure,  of  the  present  state  of  aodetj,  and  of  our 
Aval  character  and  operations,  must  be  convinced  that 
lie  navy  pay  ia  not  sufficient  for  these  double  establisb- 
lents.  So  oppreanve  have  they  been,  that,  in  the  gene- 
al,  there  has  been  no  saving  of  money  among  our  naval 
fficers.  There  are  very  few  of  them  who  are  not  con- 
rrwned,  when  they  go  to  sea,  to  leave  with  tlteir  families 
llotment  tickets  of  their  montliJy  pay.  Naval  officers,  of 
Imitted  prudence  and  economy,  have  returned  from  a 
tng  cruise  without  saving  a  dollar  of  their  pay.  While 
le  simplicity  of  our  republican  institutions  requires  t^at 
lere  shall  be  no  prodigal  expenditure  of  public  money 
)  gratify  the  vanity  of  official  stations,  a  just  and  provi- 
siit  policy  requires  that  those  who  devote  themselrea  to 
le  public  service,  and  their  lives  to  danger  for  the  pub- 
:  good,  should  receive  from  the  publio  treasury  the 
eans  of  supporting  their  bmilies,  and  thoae  expenses 
liich  the  stations  to  which  they  are  called  imperioudy 
ipose,  and  from  which  the^  cannot  shrink  vitiioirt  de- 
■adation  of  national  and  individual  character. 
Tlie  committee  have  procured  a  statement  of  the  navy 
■.y  of  some  of  the  European  nations;  and  it  ia  subnutted, 
that  Congress  may  contrast  theirs  with  ours. 
Immediately  af\er  the  late  European  war,  in  a  time  of 
ofound  peace,  and  whentheirnatumaldebt  was  the  most 
'presKvc,  the  people  of  England  loudly  murmured  against 
e  dispari^  or  pay  between  thrir  land  and  naval  forces 
d  remonstnited  against  the  lowness  of  the  navy  pay. 
lesc  murmuringt  and  remonstrances  were  not  disregard- 
An  order  of  council,  in  1817,  passed,  approximating 
=  navy  pay  to  that  of  the  army,  and  was  received  with 
ncral  satisfaction. 

The  committee  verily  believe  that  a  »milar  approxima- 
n  of  pay  would  be  recnved  by  the  American  people,  in 
is  moment  of  national  wealth,  with  tugti  approbation. 
Iirgh-miiided-and  magnammous people  are  alwa^a plea*- 
at  neciiig  the  vindicators  of  their  riffhtA  receivmg  fVom 
;ir  Government  adequate  remuneration, 
rireat  Britun  graduates  her  pay  according  to  thentii^ 
her  aliipa. 

rhis  is  in  conaonanee  vrith  tlte  frame  of  her  Oorem- 
nt,  which  recognises  the  necesnty  of  sustumng  the  Ex* 
itive  Department  by  an  increase  of  its  patronage.  Such 
»le  of  graduation  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  incorpo- 
cd  into  the  naval  code  of  tfaia  country,  because  of  tniu 
y  tendency  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  Executive  patron- 

rhe  experience  of  the  last  war  has  produced  a  univer- 


sal opinion,  that,  in  all  future  wan  with  EuropetQ  Powers, 
OUT  national  honor  is  to  be  sustuaed,  that  our  ri^its  are 
to  be  indicated,  and  our  homes  are  to  be  prote<^e<^  by  a 
navy.  Under  this  conviction,  millions  of  the  public  money 
have  been  expended  in  providing  for  the  permanent  in- 
crease of  the  navy. 

At  the  present  time,  when  Europe  is  convulsed  by  re- 
volution, portending  on  sppeal  to  arms,  and  which  may 
eventually  drive  us  from  our  pacific  rel^ion^  it  is  all-4i»- 
portant  that  a  fur  compensation  should  tranquillize  the 
mind  of  the  navy  officer,  reconcile  him  to  the  service,  and 
Hinder  it  deurable  to  others. 

Under  the  influence  of  the  preceding  considerations, 
tbe  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  just  and  enlightened 
policy  requires  that  the  pay  of  the  cs4)tHns  and  masters 
commandaiU  should  be  increased. 

The  committee  have  forborne  to  interfere  whh  that  of 
lieutenants  and  Mcgeons,  inasmuch  m  they  have  no  reason 
to  believe  tliat  any  recent  (nrcumstanccs  require  any  legis* 
lotion  in  relation  to  their  pay. 

The  committee  find,  tha^  from  the  first  organization  of 
the  navy,  a  practice  has  prevailed  in  the  Navy  Department 
of  allowing  to  the  nayy  officers  emoluments  contingent  on 
services  performed  by  them,  supposed  to  be  not  strictly 
vittnn  the  range  of  their  naval  duties. 

TVomtbe  nature  of  the  service,  it  was  impraoticsble  to 
ftffesee  and  to  provide  by  legislation  for  all  the  duties  which 
the  officer  might  be  called  on  to  perform. 

Much,  therefore,  was  lefl  for  Executive  tUscretion. 

These  contingent  emoluments  have  been  productive  of 
much  embarrassment  in  their  adjustment  to  tbe  head  of  the 
department,  and  of  much  jealousy  and  discontent  among 
the  officers;  and,  as  experience  has  now  pointed  out  the 
general  character  of  these  duties  the  spinX  of  the  Gov«m- 
ment  requires  that  offitdal  discretion  ihould  be  orcum- 
scribed  by  legislative  proviwon. 

The  Qovernment  has -quarters  for  the  commuidant  at 
oil  of  our  navy  stations  except  Baltimore.  The  commit- 
tee have,  therefore,  made  proviaon  for  one  at  that  place. 
The  cabin  furniture,  except  fixtures,  for  our  ships  of  war, 
has  heretolbre  been  fununed.by  the  commander,  and  an 
allowance  has  been  made  to  him,  graduated  accivdlng  to 
the  class  of  the  ship.  The  committee  think  it  advisable  to 
let  the  Government  exclusively  furnish  tbe  cabin. 

The  committee  have,  in  accordance  with  these  view^ 
reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  increase  of  the  pay  of 
captains  and  masters  commandant,  graduating  the  same 
upon  the  principle  of  oswmilated  r^k,  as  recommended 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

J  statemeni  of  asaimilated  ratk  in  the  pretmt  ttate  of  Me 

•naey. 

There  are  in  the  navy  thirty-seven  capt^s, 
17  of  whom  have  been  in  commission  above  fifteen  year% 

and  rank  with  a  major  ^neral. 
3  have  been  in  comnussion  over  ten  and  under  fifteen 

years,  and  rank  with  a  brigadier  general. 
6  have  been  in  commission  under  ten  and  over  five  years, 

and  rank  witJi  a  colonel. 
9  have  been  in  commisuon  under  five  years,  and  rank  witii 

a  lieutenant  colonel. 

37 

There  ore  in  the  nav^  thir^-three  masters  command- 
ant,  who  rank  witii  a  major. 

LANDS  TO  OFFICERS  IN  THE  LATE  WAR. 

Horss  or  REPRSSEimTiTEB,  MAacn  1,  1831. 

Mr.  DoKCAiT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to 
whom  have  been  referred'  snndry  memorials  fVom  tbe 
Legtslalures  of  States,  and  of  officers  of  the  army  of 
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tbeUiuted  Steteiin  the  Ute  w«r  vitb  Great  Britain, 
and  who  were  diri)«itded  at  its  termination,  praying 
that  lands  may  be  granted  to  officers  who  served  in 
that  war,  and  were  disbanded  at  its  termination,  and  to 
the  heirs  of  those  who  were  killed  in  battle,  or  died  in 
service,  reported: 

That  they  iMve  ^ren  to  the  aubjectthat  ■erioni  and  de- 
Kberate  attention  which  its  importance  to  the  memoriaKrts, 
in  a  pecuitiary  pcunt  of  view,  and  to  the  nation,  in  the  ef- 
fects which  its  deosion  may  have  in  aftertimes. 

Before  proceeding  to  pronounce  the  result  of  their  de- 
liberations, the  committee  will  take  aview  of  the  proceed- 
ings which  have  already  been  had  by  the  House  upon  this 
subject. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  a  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House,  fixing  the  military  peace  eatabtiah- 
metlt  of  the  United  States,  and  fw  ^bandmg  a  portion  of 
that  gallant  army  which  had  so  auccessfiiUy  carried  the 
<»>untry  through  that  war.  'Vim  sixth  section  of  that  bill 
contained  the  following  clause: 

'*  That  there  shall,  moreover,  be  allowed  and  granted 
to  every  such  officer,  [meaning  those  who  should  be  di>- 
iMnde^]  in  conaideimtion  of  services  during  the  late  war, 
tiie  fUlowing  donations  in  land,  via.  to  a  major  general, 
2,560  acresi  to  a  brigadier  general,  1,920  acres;  to  each 
colonel  and  lieutenant  colonel,  1,380  acres{  to  each  major, 
■960  acres;  to  each  captain,  640  acres;  to  each  subaltern, 
480;  and  to  the  representatives  of  such  officers  as  shall 
have  fallen,  or  died  in  service,  during  the  late  war,  the 
like  number  of  acres,  according  to  the  rank  they  held,  re- 
spectivehr,  at  the  time  of  their  decease,  to  be  designated, 
lurvfeyedi,  and  Wd  oflf*  at  the  public  expense.'* 

On  the  S7tb  of  Febmary,  1815,  a  few  davs  before  tlie 
termination  of  the  sesnon,  a  motion  was  nuuie  by  Mr.  Can- 
non, a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  to  strike  out  this  portion  of  the  bill. 
The  cjucstion  was  taken  by  ayes  and  noes,  and  Uie  motion 
prevailed  by  a  majori^  of  only  four  votes. 

On  the  next  day,  the  39th  February,  1815,  a  ntotion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Alston  to  reconnder  the  vote  upon  striking 
out  the  proviuon.  Tlie  vote  on  reconsideration  was  also 
taken  by  ayes  and  noes,  and  prevailed  by  a  majority  of 
fburteen  votes. 

The  question  was  then  a^in  put,  on  striking  out  the 
clause,  and  decided  against  it.  Upon  the  second  vote  the 
ayes  and  noes  were  not  taken;  and  the  committee  have 
le«med  that  the  opposition  to  it  had  been  almost  wholly, 
if  not  entirdy,  withdrawn  in  the  House. 

In  this  fbnn  the  bill  went  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Statesi  in  which  body  it  was  amended,  by  increasing  the 
amount  of  force  to  be  rctaine<l  from  six  thousand  to  fif- 
teen thousand  men,  and  by  striking  out  the  bounty  land 
provision. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  disa- 
greed to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate.  On  the  snme 
oay*  the  Senate  insisted  on  their  amendments.  The  House 
also  imuated:  a  conference  was  proposed,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House.  The  conferees  reported  a  compromise,  that 
the  Senate  should  agree  to  reduce  the  army  to  ten  thousand 
men,  and  that  the  House  shqidd  abandon  that  portion  of  the 
bill  which  provided  grants  of  land  to  the  disbanded  officers. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  the  last  day  of  the  session,  and  al- 
most at  its  last  hour,  the  compromise  recommended  by  the 
conferees  carae  up  for  ransideratlunt  and  the  question  to 
agree  to  tbat  portion  of  it  wliich  ahuidoned  grants  of  land 
to  the  officers  was  taken  by  ayes  and  noes,  and  carried  by 
a  bare  majority  of  two  votes — ayes  57,  noes  55.  That 
part  of  tlie  compromise  which  related  to  the  number  of 
men  to  be  retained  in  service,  was  carried  by  a  \'ety  large 
majority— ro  to  38. 

Thus,  it  will  be  perceived  that  these  gallant  men,  at  the 
only  period  when  their  cUims  came  fairly  before  the  House 
iat  de«M>n,  lost  their  land  by  only  two  votes,  and  tluit. 


too,  in  coniequenee  tii  a  eompn»i^  between  the  two 
Houses  upon  the  subject  of  the  quantum  of  force  to  be  re- 
tained in  the  service. 

At  the  succeeding  session  of  Congress,  (the  1st  of  the 
14th,)  the  subject  was  again  brought  op;  and  on  the  13th 
of  December,  181G,  a  bill  was  re{mted  to  the  House  bf 
its  Committee  on  Uilitary  Afiun,  anUnriwi^  gruils  v 
land  to  the  disbanded  officers  of  the  late  w«r,  and  the 
heirs  and  representatives  of  those  who  were  killed  or^ed 
in  service. 

This  bill  was  permitted  to  remain  without  any  aetkm  or 
decision  thereon,  until  the  Coi^reia  in  which  H  was  re- 
ported expired. 

On  the  9th  December,  1817,  the  foHowtng  zcaohitioa 
was  introduced  into  the  House:  - 

Ba^beit  1'bat  it  is  expedient  to  pronde  byhw  for  tiw 
disbanded  and  deranged  officet*  of  the  am^  of  the  United 
States  who  served  in  the  late  war  against  Great  BtHaint 
by  donations  in  land,  viz.  to  a  major  general  ],280  acres^ 
a  brigadier  general  1,120  aervs,  a  coumd  and  lieutenant 
colonel  960  acres  each,  a  major  800  ncre>»  &ca.ptafin  640 
acres,  and  subalterns  480  acres. 
And  no  further  action  took  place  ^ifng  the  aeaion. 
Thus  the  matter  remained  until  the  first  sesmii  of  the 
nineteenth  Congress,  when  it  was  agun  brought  bcfure 
the  House  by  a  Hmultaneous  effort  of  the  officers  them- 
selves. Their  memorials  were  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Mr.  Cook,  of  lllioMs,  Mr.  Garnsey, 
of  New  York,  Mr.  Swan,  of  New  Jersey,  Hr.  BaUcy,  of 
Hassachusetts.  and  Mr.  Metcalfe,  of  Kentucky. 

This  cofpmittee,  on  the  17th  of  March,  1836,  made  s 
favorable  report,  which  is  herein  embodied,  viz. 

The  select  conunittee  to  which  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  officers  of  the  army  of  the  late  war,  prat- 
ing a  grant  of  land,  in  consideration  of  their  sacnficei 

knd  services,  report; 

"That  it  is  deemed  by  the  comnuttee  but  fiur  and  rea- 
sonable that  the  merits  of  thar  claim  should  be  duly  inves- 
tigated and  considered  by  the  House.  Their  severe  and 
arduous  services,  in  the  momentous  struggle  in  which  they 
were  engaged,  entitles  tlieir  application  to  the  most  libeni 
consideration  that  justice  and  sound  policy  wilt  allow. 
With  a  view,  therefore,  to  bring  the  subject  fairly  bcfive 
the  House,  and  that  it  may  act  on  the  question  luiincuD- 
bered  by  details,  the  conmdttec  propose  to  the  House  tite 
following  resolution: 

Reaolvedf  That  it  is  ezpedientto  make  pronaton,  by  hw, 
for  granting  to  each  of  uie  officers  of  the  army,  who  serv- 
ed during  the  late  war,  a  quanti^  of  land,  stccording  t» 
their  rank,  as  a  remuneration  for  tb«r  aacrificea^  sufitf- 
ings,  and  fiutliful  services." 

I'he  press  of  business  usually  attendant  on  the  latter 
portion  of  a  session  of  Congress  precluded  the  pombih^  of 
a  deliberate  consideration  of  this  reptwt.    It  does  not  ap- 
pear from  the  journals  of  the  House  that  it  ever  cajne 
for  final  ded«on. 

At  three  subsequent  sesmonsof  Congress,  viz.  die  second 
of  the  nineteenth,  the  first  of  the  twentieth,  sod  the  fin 
of  the  twenty -first,  the  subject  was  again  referred  to  ct»- 
mitteesj  but  the  multiplici^  of  more  presmng  or  immnfi- 
ate  concerns  having  ao  exclunvely  engrossed  their  attn- 
tion  as  to  preclude  the  possibiUty  of  devoting  that  atteetios 
to  this  subject  which  its  magnitude  and  importMice  rcqnT' 
ed,  it  passed  off  until  the  present  time. 

Thus,  this  subject  has,  with  little  tntermisnon,  ben 
bcfure  Congress  troni  the  ternunation  of  the  late  war  vits 
Great  Britain  to  the  present  time. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  war  which  terminated  ia 
establishing  the  independence  of  our. country,  pay  and 
subnstence  were  the  only  rewards  held  out  by  the  Cty 
vernmeOt  to  their  officers  and  soldiers.  To  their  own  ex- 
ertions were  they  to  be  indebted  for  that  grester  smI  mere 
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inestimable  remrd — their  own  liberty,  and  that  of  their 
posterity.  Yet,  notwithstanding  the  great  and  inappre- 
ciable value  of  the  prise  which  was  to  b«  won  or  lost,  not- 
witlistandinr  the  overflowing  patriotism  of  tfie  country, 
the  love  of  freedom  inherent  in  man,  and  the  deaire  to  win 
it  for  himself,  and  to  transmit  it  to  bis  children,  as  well  as 
the  monthly  pay  promised  the  officers  by  the  QoTernment, 
it  was  found  necessary,  in  order  to  stimulate  the  zeal  and 
patriotism,  enliven  the  drooping  spirits  of  the  officers  of 
that  army,  and  to  induce tiiem  to  continue  in  the  army,  to 
make  them  promises  of  large  ^^rants  of  landt  accordingly, 
Congress,  as  early  «s  the  16th  of  September,  1776,  passed 
a  resolre  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  its  umy  should 
receive  grants  of  land.  The  salutary  consequences,  and 
the  high  importance  of  this  promise,  were  seen  almost  as 
Boon  as  it  was  adopted.  Many  highly  meritorious  officers, 
whose  pecuniary  embarrassments,  or  the  stt\iation  of  whose 
fiimilies,  seemed  to  render  it  their  duty  to  retire  from  the 
public  serrice  to  provide  for  their  &nulies,  buoyed  up  with 
the  pleasing  sntictpatifm  of  this  ultimate  sottrcfl  of  profit, 
abandoned  their  intentions  to  retir^  and  continued  m  the 
service  till  the  final  triumph  cf  the  cause  in -which  they 
had  acquired  a  considieration  of  no  mean  importance  in 
any  hotly  contested  war.  But,  in  order  the  more  clearly 
to  show  the  sense  entertained  by  the  country  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  services  of  the  officers  of  the  revolutionary 
army,  sevenl  of  tha  States  of  the  Union,  within  whose 
boundaries  or  jurisdiction  there  were  vacant  and  unappro- 
priated lands,  notwithstanding  that  the  General  Congress 
liad  already  made  liberal  promises,  following  the  generous 
impulse  thus  given,  did,  from  time  to  time,  provide  liberal 
bounties  in  land  for  their  respective  State  lines  in  tlie  con- 
tinental service. 

Before  the  commencement  of  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  but  after  it  was  perceived  that  a  controversy  with 
that  nation  was  no  longer  to  be  avoided,  without  a  sacri- 
fice of  the  independence  wluch  had  been  so  noblr  won  by 
the  army  of  the  revolution.  Congress,  aware  of  the  vast 
benefits  which  had  resulted  in  the  resolution  from  the  pro- 
mise,of  hind  to  the  soldiers,  adopted  the  very  same  policy 
af  promising  grants  of  land  to  the  privates. 

By  the  act  of  December  24th,  1811,  the  soldiers,  whose 
enlistment  that  act  authorized,  received  one  hundred  and 
uxty  acres;  and  subsequently,  whilst  the  war  which  soon 
ifter  followed  was  raging  in  its  utmost  fury,  and  to  en- 
;ourage  enlistments,  the  quantum  was  increased  to  three 
lundred  and  twenty  acres.  It  was  in  the  army  to  which 
>ountie8were  thus  given  to  privates,  that  the  memorialists 
K'cre  officers;  and  gallant  officers  the  history  of  that  war 
imply  proves  they  were.  If  the  soldiers  of  that  anny,  and 
:vcn  the  heirs  of  those  who  volunteered  their  services  for 
I  given  and  short  period,  but  who  were  killed  or  died  in 
lervice,  had  such  lar^  recognised  claims  on  the  bounty  of 
he  natitm,  it  is  not,  m  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  easily 
o  be  perceived  why  their  officers,  who,  by  toil,  industry, 
knd  sleepless  nights,  ministered  to  their  wants,  watched 
>ver  their  health  and  safety,  drilled  them  into  efficiency, 
>rougtit  them  into  the  field,  and  fought  at  their  head,  have 
lOt  chums  equally  strong. 

Further,  to  show  the  inequality  which  appeared  to  have 
•xisted  in  the  le^slation  of  that  day,  a  bounty  of  land  was 
tromised  to  the  heirs  of  volunteers,  including  their  officers, 
rho  might  be  killed  or  die  in  servicej  and  regular  boun- 
ies  in  land  were  promised  to  volunteers  from  Canada, 
ncluding,  specially,  the  officers  of-every  grade,  fVom  a 
lolonel  to  a  subaltern.  Many  of  these  volunteer  officers, 
toth  native  and  Canadian,  fouglit  side  by  side  with  the 
nemorialistsagainst the  common  enemyi  and  if,  l^thelbr- 
iine  of  war,  one  of  each  description  sealed  his  devotion  to 
lis  country  on  the  battle  field  by  his  life,  the  family  of  the 
olunteer  would  be  rewarded  by  a  grant  of  a  large  and 
aluable  tract  of  public  domain,  to  be  an  asylum  and  a 
ome  for  the  widow  and  the  children  of  a  gallant  father. 


while  the  widow  and  the  children  of  the  officer  of  the 
regular  army,  whose  <^ims  upon  his  country,  by  every 
process  of  reasoning,  must  be  ad^tted  to  be  at  least  as 
xtg  as  those  of  an^  volunteer  of  atnr  description  what- 
ever, nad  to  bear  their  loss,  with  do  other  reward  but  the 
sympathy  of  their  friends,  and  the  legacy  of  his  bnveand 
honorable  name.  But  this  is  not  all.  There  have  been 
instances  where  officers  have  tost  their  lives  in  battle,  or 
in  the  discharge  of  perilous  duties,  and  whose  papers  at 
tlie  same  time  were  lost  or  destroyed,  in  which  their  heirs, 
instead  of  receiving  a  reward  from  the  common  stock  for 
their  irreparable  loss,  have  been  called  upon  to  refund 
money  to  the  public — moneys  placed  in  the  liands  of  thor. 
father  for  distribution,  of  the  faithful  application  of  which, 
in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  papers,  no  certain  evidence 
could  be  produced)  and,  in  the  recovery  of  thisdoubtfiil 
debt,  the  home  which  had  been  left  to  the  &therleBs  chil- 
dren lias  been  sold  from  them,  and  they  have  been  turned 
penmrless  u|»m  the  eartii.  This  is  no  imaginaiy  picture: 
the  fact  has  occurred  in  more  cases  than  one,  and  the  me< 
roorials  on  the  files  of  the  House,  it  is  believed,  will  attest  It 
Bat  it  was  not  alone  to  the  army  of  the  revolution,  the 
soldieas  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  Canadian 
volunteers,  that  the  policy  of  making  grants  of  land  has 
been  confined;  the  principle  has  extended  much  further. 
On  the  14tb  of  August,  1776,  land  was  promised  to  all  those 
who  woald  leave  the  service  of  England,  and  become  re- 
sidents of  the  States  without  even  requiring  them  to  enter 
the  service  of  the  country.  On  the  23d  of  April,  1813, 
large  grants  of  land  were  promised  to  subjects  of  die  King 
of  England  who  would  abandon  his  provinces  of  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia,  and  take  refuge  within  the  United  States; 
and  ample  provirion  has  been  made,  and  at  different  times, 
recently,  too,  for  fpring  full  and  complete  effect  to  these 
promises. 

In  refierring  tq  these  grants  to  native  rolunteers  and 
Canadian  rolunteers  in  the  late  war,  and  to  deserters  and 
refugees  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  the  committee  do 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  in  any  manner  condemning 
the  policy  which  dictated  them;  on  the  contrary,  tliey 
believe  it  to  have  been  the  result  of  a  wise  forecast  of  the 
future.  They  have  referred  to  them  as  an  illustration  of 
the  aingulun^  of  the  fact  tha^these  descriptions  of  per 
sons  should  hiave  been  so  liberally  provided  for,  while.the 
officers  of  the  regular  army,  upon  whom  devolved  the 
great  burden  of  war,  should  be  turned  off*,  after  having 
gloriously  accomplished  their  work,  with  nothing  but 
scars,  broken  constitutions,  and,  in  many  cases,  ruined 
fortunes.  It  is  true,  they  had  the  consolation  knomng 
they  bad  gloriously  sustained  the  honor  and  the  indepen- 
dence  of  their  country.  . 

The  memorialists  tiave  themselvn  eloqumtly  remarked 
that  they  have,  sought  in  vam  fbr  tlie  reasons  wmch  Aould 
deprive  tiie  officers  <^  the  second  war  of  independence  of 
the  munificence  which  was  extended  to  those  of  the  first; 
for  although,  as  a  body,  they  m^  nut  have  suffered  so 
much  or  so  long,  yet  they  exhibited  the  same  valor  and 
love  of  liberty.  They  did  not,  like  the  refugees,  flee  the 
realms  of  oppression  in  search  of  liberty  in  a  foreign  land; 
they  protected  the  trees  their  fathers  planted  at  home; 
anc^  in  the  case  of  the  Canadian  volunteers,  who  aban- 
donded  the  country  of  tiieir  enemy  and  joined  a  foreign 
standiird,  and  then  in  compariy  with  Uie  memorialists 
fought  an<l  foiled  the  enemy  on  his  own  soil,  it  is  hoped 
that  Congress,  who  have  been  so  munificent  to  one,  will 
not  remain  indifferent  to  tiie  j\ist  claims  of  the  otiier. 

Contrast  the  case  of  the  officers  of  the  array  with- tint 
of  the  officers  of  the  navy  in  the  war,  and  how  gnat  is 
the  <Ufierence  between  tliem,  and  how  exceettingly  disad- 
vanti^ouB  to  the  former.  By  the  regulations  of  the  na- 
val service,  the  officers  and  men  participated  in  every 
capture,  great  or  small,  which  they  miglit  make.  If  the 
captured  was  len  in  force  tiian  the  captor,  half  the  amount 
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vu  divided  ftmimg  the  captoni  tf  the  oppONng^  forces 
were  equal*  or  if  Dm  captured  vere  anperior  to  the  cap- 
tor, the  whole  value  became  the  property  of  the  captors. 
By  tliese  wise  and  salutary  regulations,  an  additional  im- 
pulse was  ^Tcn  to  the  ardent  courage  and  daring  enter 
priae  of  our  naval  officers  and  wamen.  It  is  believed 
that  almost  every  officer  and  seaman  in  that  •erv'ice  real- 
ized a  much  lai^r  sum  in  prize  money  tlian  is  die  value 
of  the  land  which  it  has  been  proposed  to  give  to  the  ofli- 
cera  of  the  army  of  correlative  rank  who  served  in  the 
nme  war. 

How  stands  tiie  case  of  tbe  army }  If  a  battle  be  won, 
a  fbrtren  stormed,  a  convoy  of  pro^-isions  or  munitions  of 
war  be  intercepted  or  captured,  the  soldier  hu  nothing, 
the  officer  has  nothing,  all  belongs  to  the  public;  no  di- 
vision of  spoil  here,  as  in  the  other  great  arm  of  national 
defence.  It  is  a  well  known  fact,  that,  while  many  of 
our  nllant  naval  heroes  came  out  of  the  war  with  splen- 
fortunes,  won  by  their  valor  and  good  luck,  not  a  sin- 
fgut  officer  of  the  army  retired  from  that  service  a  whit 
file  better  in  worldly  goods;  although  he  may  have  fought 
as  desperately,  and  been  as  thickly  covered  with  the  lau- 
rels of  victory,  as  his  brothers  of  the  navy. 

It  would,  therefore,  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  be  but 
an  act  of  common  justice  to  make  up  this  manifest  in- 
equality between  the  officers  of  the  army  and  the  navy, 
by  a'  grant  of  land  to  the  former. 

The  late  war  with  Great  Britain  has  been  emphaticallv 
called  the  secAid  war  of  independence;  it  has  been  so 
termed  in  papers,  public,  private,  and  official;  it  has 
been  so  termed  in  speeches,  in  Congress  and  out  of  Con- 
gress; it  has  been  so  Conudered  at  home  and  abroad;  it 
has  been  ao  considered  by  statesmen  and  citizer.s,  in  and 
out  of  office.  Why,  then,  is  it  not  pn^>er  and  expedient 
that  a  portion  at  Inst  of  the  same  measure  of  reward 
which  was  meted  out  to  the  gallant  and  glorious  band 
of  the  rerohition,  should  also  be  meted  out  to  those  who, 
in  a  later  period,  fought  so  valiantly  and  so  gloriously  foi- 
the  preservation  and  perpetuation  of  the  blessings  won 
in  the  first  contest  ^  If  it  is  improper  or  inexpedient  to 
do  so,  your  committee  are  unable  to  perceive  it.  The 
committee  have  here  used  the  phrase  "a  portion  of  the 
measure  of  reward  meted  out  to  the  galUnt  band  of  the 
revolution." 

The  reason  for  using  that  phrase,  is  to  be  understood 
in  reference  to  the  many  acts  of  munificenee  to  the  offi- 
cers of  that  army,  which  have  not  been,  nor  is  it  contem- 
plated ever  will  be,  extended  to  the  officers  of  tlie  late 
army.  Witness  the  half  pay  for  life  granted  to  the  sur- 
virors)  the  half  pay  for  aeven  years  granted  to  tlic  widows 
and  orphans  of  those  who  were  killed  or  died  in  service; 
the  subsequent  commutation  of  half  pay  for  life;  the  full 
pay  for  life  granted  to  the  survivors  by  the  act  of  May, 
1828;  and  the  bill  passed  by  the  House  at  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  extending  the  provisions  of  former 
acts  to  all  those  who  by  any  technicality  in  said  ads  had 
not  been  brought  within  their  provisions;  also,  over  the 
militia;  to  say  notliing  of  the  vast  benefits  conferred  by 
acts  of  1818  and  1820. 

Surely,  when  all  these  grants  to  the  heroes  of  tlie  r«- 
volution  are  consi<lered,  it  cannot  be  deemed  unreasona- 
ble to  grant  the  small  boon  of  a  tract  of  waste,  unappro- 
priated land  to  the  heroes  of  the  late  war. 

The  more  clearly  to  illustrate  the  claims  of  the  memo- 
nalists  to  some  further  compensation  for  their  services, 
and  to  show  the  inequality  which  has  been  made  to  exist 
between  the  officers  of  the  late  army  and  the  officers  of 
the  present  army,  the  committee  herewith  present  an  ex- 
hibit, showing  the  difiVrence  between  tlie  monthly  and 
annual  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  officers  of  the  two  ar- 
mies respectively,  of  correlative  rank,  and,  also,  showing 
the  total  amount  which,  that  monthly  difl'erencc  would 
l^ve  in  three  years. 


Ihc  pay  ofoBIcrit  of Uw  lau 
■nd  pcnent  rnrmT'. 

Colonel,     -      •      -  f69  50  -  .  $2,505  00 

Lieutenant  Colonel,  73  98  -  .  2,663  23 

Major.       ...       Sr  81  -  -  2,441  16 

Captain,     -       -       -       64  66J  -  -  "i^  9^ 

First  Lieutenant,        -       54  35  -  -  1,956  61 

Second  Lieutenant,    -      54  35  -  -  1.956  60 

This  difference  u  oiriiq;  to  an  increase  of  ntion^  siid 
contingent  allowances  made  to  the  present  uaiy,  sod 
properly  .made,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  and  is 
only  mcnti<Hied  for  the  purpose  of  showing  th*t  the  otficen 
in  question  were  not  fidiy  compensated. 

I'he  committee  have  not  gone  through  the  v'bc^  de* 
scriptive  list  of  officers  of  an  armyt  nor  have  they  taken 
into  the  account  those  of  tlis  staff  who  hold  comnucHOM 
in  the  line.  The  grades  they  hare  omitted  bear  tbe  same 
relative  portion  of  difference  in  pay,  hx.  as  those  they 
have  enumerated.  With  respect  to  tbe  staff  taken  front 
the  Une,  tbe  difference  u  still  greater  agunSt  the  Wte 
army,  as  the  additional  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  staff 
is  not  only  greater  now  than  in  1814,  but  the  nsmber^ 
of  that  description  of  officers  are  also  much  greater,  in 
proportion  to  tlie  strength  of  the  army,  than  it  wsaduing 
the  late  war,  tliereby  greatly  multiplying  the  chances 
increase  of  pay  to  the  younger  officer*  of  toe  present  ariny. 

From  this  relative  view  of  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
officers  of  the  army  of  1814,  and  the  amiy  of  1831,  K 
Would  appear  tliat  the  difference  against  the  officers  o( 
the  late  war,  for  the  average  period  of  three  years,  is  mae 
than  double  the  value  of  the  land  which  it  has  been  pro- 
posed to  grant  them;  and,  as  it  respects  the  infeiior 
cers^  it  is  more  than  quadrupled. '  Thus,  im  die  score  itf 
cvenhanded  and  common  justice,  it  would  seem  but  to 
that  their  claim  sliould  be  granted,  were  there  do  stnkiaf 
or  peculiar  circumstances  of  difference  in  the  time  sr 
manner  of  their  employments.  That  ndifference  b  too 
great,  in  every  respect,  to  be  passed  over  without  «ugge«- 
tiun.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  a  fact  well  known  that  eveiy 
species  of  provision  and  clothing  was  at  least  fifty  per 
cent,  higher  during  tbe  late  war  than  at  the  present  pe- 
riodi  a  Act,  which  your  committee  humbly  concrive,  of 
itself  sufB<^ent  to  induce  Congress  to  grant  the  pmyer  <^ 
the  memorialists.  'I'he  nature  of  the  employment  of  the 
officers  fif  the  two  periods,  if  also  considered,  «'ouU  en- 
title those  in  a  state  of  active  and  de^>erate  warfare  with 
a  brave  and  wily  enemy,  and  who  were  at  tbe  same  tine 
constantly  subjected  to  evety  species  of  priTStion  ar«i 
suffering,  snd  to  all  the  dan^ers^  casuahiea,  and  riasn- 
tudes  of  war,  to  a  preftnvnoe  over  Uiose  who  are  only  es- 
gaged  in  the  peace  occupations  of  an  army,  however 
faithful  and  well  the  duties  of  the  latter  may  be  As- 
charged. 

It  is  useless  to  pursue  fVirtfaer  the  parallel  between  tbe 
emoluments  of  officers  of  the  two  periods;  in  every 
in  which  it  may  be  placed,  the  disadvantage  is  presented 
ill  bolder  and  bolder  relief  agMnst  the  brave  nnd  snffetinf 
band  of  tbe  late  war. 

At  all  period*  in  which  this  subject  has  iindergw* 
the  serious  and  deliberate  investigation  of  comnuttees  of 
the  House,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  it  has  receivrd  i 
fitvorable  consideration,  and  that  at  no  period  lias  any  unb- 
vorable  opinion  been  eipresscd,  either  by  the  House  it- 
self, or  by  either  of  its  committees.  The  only  time  i" 
which  the  subject  came  fully  before  tbe  House  fcr  d>- 
cussion,  and  was  discussed  after  the  most  serious  delibeiv 
tion,  it  was  passed  in  the  House,  and  Gdled  only  reastii 
of  a  compromise  between  the  two  Houses  at  the  last  ev 
jiiring  moments  of  a  laborious  and  anxious  session  of  Cwt- 
gress,  (in  which  it  was  indispensably  necessary  that  a  pe*- 
tion  of  the  army  should  be  disbanded,)  upon  &  £sagre<< 
ment  between  the  two  Houses  as  to  the  quantmn  of  IvK^ 
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I  be  reUuned  in  aervice ;  a  question,  in  the  then  derangfed 
ate  of  the'finances  of  tlie  country,  of  paramount  import- 
[ice.  The  fnenda  of  thia  measure,  under  all  the  circmn- 
ances  of  the  case,  patriotically  wuved  tlie  cluma  of 
le  suffering  officers,  out  never  contemplated  their  aban- 
anment.  ' 

'From  tlie  course  pursued  in  the  war  of  the  revolution^ 
is  iair  to  infer  that  a  like  course  would  have  been  pur- 
led in  the  late  war,  had  that  war  continued  but  a  year 
r  two  longer.  CongTeaa  did  not,  at  the  commencement 
r  the  revolutionary  contest,  provide  for  grants  of  land 
t  tltcir  officerst  tliat  promise  was  not  made  until  some 
cars  had  elapsed;  yet  It  was  made.  Had  the  late  war 
ontinued  a  year  or  two  longer,  there  is  every  reason  to 
clieve  that  a  like  course  would  have  been  pursued. 
*he  officers  themselves  expected  itf  tiiey  concaved  it 
ue  to  them  as  an  expression  of  the  feeling  of  the  Go- 
ernmeiit  for  their  sutterings  and  privations,  as  well  as  a 
eward  for  their  services  and  sacrifices;  and  that  they  still 
link  it  due  to  tliem,  is  evidenced  by  the  reiteration  of 
lieir  ctairos. 

The  present  condition  of  many  of  these  brave  and  pa> 
riutic  men  requires  that  they  should  no  longer  be  neg- 
xticix  or  postponed.  Some,  it  is  true,  may  oe  in  easy 
nd  Aourialiing  circumstaiicest  but  it.  is  believed  to  be  a 
kct,  that  a  majority  of  those  who  are  in  existence,  are  far 
:om  being  placed  in  such  a  mtuation  as  to  ren4cr  these 
Tants  a  matter  of  indifference,  or  of  little  or  no  con- 
cni.  Many  of  them  have  since  sought  emplojoncnt, 
tid  found  an  honorable  grave  in  a  foreign  land.  Many  of 
bem  are  known  to  be  in  needy  cii-cumstances,  residing 
>n  tlie  public  lands,  on  that  frontier  which  they  so  &ith- 
uliy  and  gallantly  defended,  while  the  widows  and  or- 
thans  of  otherrare  in  poverty  and  want;  and  if  the  grant 
rere  now  macTe,  it  would  be  esteemed  as  a  boon  sent,  as 
t  were,  from  heaven ,  to  relieve  llieir  wants  and  distresses. 

The  usage  of  this,  as  well  as  of  almost  all  other  Go- 
ernmentg,  gave  the  ofticers  of  the  late  array  reason  to 
xpect,  that,  afler  the  close  of  their  toils,  and  peace  and 
cciirity  had  been  secured  at  home,  and  respect  had  been 
enforced  abroad,  they  would  be  recompensed  by  some 
lattering  and  substantial  testimonial  of  their  country's 
^titude.  Without  such  a  feeling  as  this,  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  suppose  that  officers  of  inferior  grades  would  have 
emuned  so  long  in  the  service,  as  it  is  notorious  that 
heir  pay  was  wholly  inadequate  to  their  maintenance 
n  the  field)  and,  however  patriotic  they  may  have  been, 
leceasi^  would  soon  bare  driven  them  into  retirement, 
t  was  because  they  were  buoyed  up  by  this  hope,  that 
bey  remained. 

The  comtmttee  luve  observed,  that  it  u  the  usage  of. 
Sovemments  to  give  some  additional  as  well  as  substan- 
ial  evidence  of  the  country 's  gratitude  to  those  who  have 
>een  its  defenders  in  the  hour  of  peril  or  calamity:  sound 
lolicy  has  ever  dictated  this  course^  and  monarchs  even, 
lOWever  despotic,  have  seldom,  if  ever,  been  found  to 
icglecttt.  This  Government,  no  more  than  t]»t  of  any 
dier  country,  has  no  patent  right  for  the  preservation  of 
:s  peace,  or  for  its  protection  against  foreign  aggression; 
.nd,  should  the  time  agwn  come,  when  it  will  need  the 
ssistance  of  its  citizens  in  a  similar  or  other  controverq^, 
t  would  find  its  account  in  doing,  even  at  tiiia  late  period, 
lutt  which  it  ought  to  lave  done  years  ago,  and  which  is 
low  sought  to  be  done. 

It  is,  therefore,  the  opinion  of  tlie  committee,  that  the 
■fficers  of  the  army  tn  tlie  late  war  with  Great  Britain 
lave  strong  claims  upon  the  justice  as  well  as  upon  the 
iberality  of  the  country,  and  that  every  noble  principle 
f  our  nature  requires  us  to  satisfy  them.  Under  these 
everal  views  of  the  subject,  and  of  many  others  which 
ime  docs  not  permit  tiic  committee  to  enumerate,  they 
lave  come  to  the  conclusioii  thai  it  is  just,  politic,  and  cx- 
icdient,  to  grant  the  prayernf  the  memorialiiti.  Mid  gene- 


rally to  make  provision  for  a  grant  of  land  to  such  officers 
as  were  disbanded  in  the  consolidation  of  regiments  dur> 
in^,  and  who  served  to  the  close  of  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  were  disbanded  at  its  termination,  and  for  the 
heirs  of  those  who  died  or  were  killed  in  service;  and  (or 
this  purpose  tite  committee  herewith  report  a  bill. 

COPY-RIGHT. 
HorsK  OT  RapMSKimTivsa,  DEcxxaza  17*,  1830. 

Mr.  Ellswohth,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
having  had  under  consideration  the  laws  relating  to 
copy-right,  presented  to  the  House,  foritsadoption,  the 
bill  accompanying  this  report: 

At  the  second  sesnon  of  the  first  Congress,  a  statute 
was  passed  to  secure  to  authors  the  copy^rigbt  of  their 
books,  charts,  and  maps.  In  1802,  a  like  statute  was 
passed  to  secure  the  copy-right  of  prints.  In  boUi  of 
these  statutes,  thei'e  are  provisions  which  arc  useless  and 
bunlensome,  and  in  which  there  are  likewise  discrepan- 
cies. It  has  furthermore  been  claimed,  and,  it  seems  to 
your  committee,  witii  propriety,  that  the  law  of  copy- 
right ought  to  extend  to  musical  compositions,  as  does  the 
En{i:lish  law.  It  lias  been  the  aim  oi  your  committee,  in 
preparing  the  accompaiuing  bill,  to  bring  the  two  atai> 
tutes  into  one,  and  to  make  that  free  from  the  objection* 
alluded  to,  but  chiefly  to  enlarge  the  period  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  copy-right,  and  thereby  to  place  authors  in  this 
country  more  nearly  upon  an  equably  with  authors  in 
other  countries. 

The  power  of  securing  the  rights  of  authors,  by  jiving  ■ 
them  a  copy-riglit,  is,  by  the  constitution,  exclu^vcly  vest- 
ed in  Congress;  and  your  committee  think  that  the  object 
contemplated  is  well  worthy  of  the  consideratioi\  and  le- 
gislation of  Congress.  While,  for  the  most  obvious  rea- 
sons, the  United  States  ought  to  be  foremost  among  na- 
tions in  encouraging  science  and  literature,  oy  securing 
the  fruits  of  intellectual  labor,  she  is,  in  this  thing,  very 
far  behind  them  all,  as  a  reference  to  tlicir  laws  wilt  show. 

In  the  United  States,  . by  the  existing  laws,  a  copy-right  is 
secui*ed  to  the  author,  in  tike  first  instance,  for  fourteen 
years;  and  if,  at  tiie  end  of  tliat  period,  lie  be  living,  then 
for  fourteen  years  more;  but,  if  he  be  not  tiien  living,  the 
copy-right  is  determined,  although,  by  the  very  event  of 
the  death  of  the  author,  his  family  stand  in  more  need  of  the 
only  means  of  subsistence  ordinarily  left  to  them.  In  Eng- 
land, the  right  of  an  author  to  the  exclusiveand  perpetual 
profits  of  bis  book  was  ei^joyed,  and  never  questioned,  until 
It  was  decided  in  Pariiaroent,  by  a  small  vole,  in  the  case  of 
Miller  vi.  Taylor,  in  the  year  1769,  and  contrary  to  a  deci- 
sion of  the  same  case  in  the  King's  Bench,  that  the  statute 
of  Ann  had  abridged  the  cummun  law  right,  which,  it  was 
conceded,  had  existed,  instead  of  merely  guarding  and 
securing  it  by  forfeitures  for  a  limited  time,  as  was  ob- 
viously mtendcd.  But  Parliament,  feeling  the  ii^ustice 
of  tiic  statute  of  Ann,  thus  construed,  afterwards  passed  a 
statute,  which  is  now  the  law  of  tliat  kingdom,  securing 
to  an  autiior  a  copy-rigitt  for  twenty-eigttt  years,  and,  u 
he  be  Uviugat  tiie  end  of  tliat  pcrioti,  for  his  life.  In  France, 
before  1826,  a  copy-right  was  secured  to  Uic  author  for 
life,  to  his  widow  fur  her  life,  and  then  to  his  cliildrcn  for 
twenty -six  years.  In  1826,  tlic  King  stppointed  a  numerous 
board  of  commissioners  to  revise  the  law  of  literal^  pro- 
perty. They  reported  abill  extending  tlie  period  m  enioy- 
mcnt  to  fifly  years  after  tiic  death  of  the  author,  which  is 
now  the  law  of  France.  In  Russia,  a  copy-right  is  secur- 
ed for  life,  and  twenty  years  nflerwards.  In  Germany, 
Norway,  and  Sweden,  the  right  is  held  to  be  perpetual. 

It  is  believed  that  this  comparison  shows  that  the  United 
States  are  far  behind  tlie  States  of  Europe  in  securing  the 
fruits  of  intellectual  labor,  and  in  encouraging  men  oC 
lcttt:r.s. 

Your  committee  believe  that  the  just  clainis  of  autliora 
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require  from  cor  legislation  a  protection  not  leas  than  what 
ia  proposed  in  the  bill  reported.  Upon  the  first  princi- 
ples of  proprietorship  in  property,  an  author  has  an  ez- 
elurive  and  perpetual  right,  in  preference  to  any  other,  to 
the  fiiuti  of  his  labor.  Thoue|h  the  nature  of  literary  pro- 
perty ia  peculiar,  it  is  not  the  Icm  real  and  valuable.  If 
labor  and  effort  in  producing*  what  before  was  not  possess- 
ed or  known,  will  give  title,  then  tlie  Uterary  man  has  title, 
perfect  and  absolute,  and  should  have  his  reward:  he 
writes  and  he  labors  as  auiduousiy  as  does  the  mechanic  or 
husbandman.  The  scholar,  who  secludes  himself,  and 
wastes  his  life,  and  often  his  property,  to  enlighten  the 
world,  has  the  best  right  to  the  profit<  of  those  labors:  the 
planter,  the  mechanic,  the  professional  man,  cannot  pre- 
fer  a  better  title  to  what  is  admitted  to  be  his  own.  Nor 
is  there  any  doubt  what  the  interest  and  honor  of  the 
country  demand  on  this  subject.  We  are  justly  proud  of 
the  knowledge  and  virtue  of  our  fellow-citizens.  Shall  we 
not  encourage  the  means  of  that  knowledge,  and  enlighten 
that  virtue,  so  necessary  to  the  security  and  judicious  ex- 
ercise of  civil  and  political  rights?  We  ought  to  present 
every  reasonable  inducement  to  influence  men  to  conse- 
crate their  talents  to  the  advancement  of  science.  It  can- 
not be  for  Uie  interest  or  honor  of  our  country  that  intel- 
lectual labor  should  be  depreciated,  and  a  life  devoted  to 
research  and  laborious  study  terminate  in  disappointment 
and  poverty. 

Your  committee  do  not  perceive  any  reason  for  denying 
to  authors  the  protection  of  the  law,  to  the  extent  propos- 
ed.  There  is  no  serious  danger  of  a  monopoly.  The 
question  ia,  whetlier  the  author  or  the  bookseller  ^11 
reap  the  reward.  It  is  for  the  interest  of  the  author  to 
supply  the  market  upon  such  terma  as  will  ensure  the 
greatest  sale;  and  he  will  alwaya  do  this. 

Tliia  bill  secures  to  the  authw  a  eopy-right  for  twenty- 
eight  years,  in  the  first  instance,  with  a  right  of  renewal 
for  fourteen  more,  if,  at  the  end  of  the  first  period,  the 
author  be  living,  or  shall  leave  a  family.  It  is  believed 
that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  are  not  too  liberal,  and  that 
Con^fress  ougtit  not  to  do  leas  than  is 'proposed.  Even 
tbia  IS  less  than  n  done  in  any  one  of  the  European  States 
referred  to. 


MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS  OF  CONGRESS. 

HoL-BK  OF  RaPBSBEHTATivas,  Jakvabt  7,  1S31. 
Mr.  Hali,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures, 
to  wlueh  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  House  relative 
to  a  uniform  rule  for  estimating  mileage  of  members  of 
Congress  reported: 

That  the  subject,  upon  investigation,  seems  attended 
with  difficulties  which  render  it  impracticable  to  establish 
any  rule  which  will  operate  entirely  equal.  That  the  ex- 
isting law,  if  its  plain  and  evident  intention  is  carried  into 
effect,  will  approximate  sufficiently  near  equalityto  render 
any  alteration  unnecessary,  unless  a  rule  is  adopted  to 
make  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Ser- 
gaait  at  Amu  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  tiie 
ud  of  each  member  of  either  House,  and  Delegate  frf"  a 
Territory,  assisted  by  the  Postmaster  General,  to  make  an 
estimate,  as  nearly  as  possible,  of  the  actual  distance  (in  a 
£rect  line)  of  the  residence  of  each  Member,  Senator, 
and  Delegate,  from  the  3e.1t  of  Government;  and  that  the 
mileage  of  Senators,  Klembers,  and  Delegates,  be  com- 

Sntcd  acconUng  to  such  estimate.  It  did  not  seem  expe- 
ieiit  to  the  comnuttee  to  adopt  this  principle  in  the  shape 
of  a  bill;  and  it  is  believed  tliat  no  other  method  would  ar- 
rive at  or  approximate  to  equality  so  nearly  as  to  render  a 
change  of  the  law  materially  beneficial.  Itseemsevidcntto 
the  committee,  that  the  intention  of  the  law  of  I  BlSis  simply 
this:  that  each  member  is  to  be  paid  for  the  miles  he  does 
travel,  and  not  for  those  he  does  not  travel;  but  that  the 
miles  which  he  does  travel,  and  for  which  he  is  to  receive 


pay,  are  tbe.miles  usually  or  most  genetvDy  travelled,  from 
the  neii^iborhood  or  part  of  tiie  countij  in  which  he  r- 
Mdes.  Thisseems  to  be  the  obvfons  Intention  of  the  hwi 
and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  members  of  Congres 
were  to  have  any  greater  or  lesser  privileges  in  traTelliny 
to  and  from  the  seat  of  Government  than  other  people. 
And  It  is  presumed,  if  due  attention  was  paid  to  this  prin- 
ciple, though  there  would  still,  from  the  very  nature  of 
things,  be  variations,  yet,  in  the  main,  equality  and  jost:ce 
might  generally  be  as  nearly  arrived  at  aa  by  any  other 
mode  of  computation]  unless,  indeed,  the  restxictiveprin- 
ciple,  under  the  supernnon  of  the  members,  the  officer* 
of  the  two  Houses,  and  the  Postmaster  General,  already 
alluded  to,  ahotild  be  adopted.  This,  if  equality  is  the  ob- 
ject, is  decidedly  preferablci  but,  if  retrenchment  is  the 
end  in  view,  a  reaucticHi  of  the  amount  for  every  tweirtv 
nules,  from  what  it  now  is,  would  be  the  remedy.  But 
even  the  restricted  methcxl  could  not  arrive  at  equalrty. 
We  have  heard  here  a  great  deal  about  cmutnictive  jour- 
neys Does  any  man  believe  that  it  was  the  inten6on  of 
the  law  that  members  should  be  pud  for  journeys  they  £d 
not  niakc>  There  have  been  very  great  appu-cnt  errors 
committedj  and  the  committee,  in  discharge  of  their  dutr. 
in  seeking  the  aid  of  the  Postmaster  General,  have,  so  nr 
from  having  obtained  from  that  source  such  fxrtsnity  as 
might,  though  very  erroneously,  have  been  supposed  to 
be  m  possession  of  that  officer,  been  sustatned  in  their 
opinion  of  the  diiBculties  attendit^  the  subject,  by  the 
followir»f  remarks:  "The  course  now  pursued  by  d>e 
Post  Office  Department  is,  where  the  distance  has  not 
been  ascertained  by  actual  survey,  to  obtain  from  diffei^ 
ent  postmasters  on  a  route  the  stated  distances  from  one 
office  to  another.  These,  in  some  few  inatancea,  have 
been  obtained  by  measurement,  espeaidlf  on  tom^e 
roads;  but  by  far  the  greater  proportion  wthrai  are  grvea 
by  mere  estimate,  according  to  the  reputed  distances 
in  their  neighborhoods.  The  reports  of  postmasters  of 
the  estimated  distances  ofUn  differ  connderably  one  from 
another;  in  some  instances,  from  five  to  ten  per  cent.  In 
such  cases,  the  mean  is  generally  taken."  Again,  he  sa,ys, 
"No  rate  can  be  given  to  equalize  the  mile^e  of  mem* 
bers  of  Congress^  unless  the  several  distances  ^Kwld  be 
ascertained  by  actuM  measurement:  an  qiproshnation  is 
all  that  could  be  hoped  fbr.  Perhaps  the  post  route  oa 
which  the  mail  is  most  usually  transported  would  come  as 
near  to  the  object  sought  as  any  other  general  rule  that 
could  be  laid  down."  And,  in  conclu»on,  he  obaervti-. 
"Probably  the  most  eligible  plan  would  be,  to  take  the 
most  usual  post  route  as  the  criterion  fer  a  general  rule, 
subject  to  sudi  ezcestioni  aa  Caiq;resB,  in  l£ieir  mdmi, 
should  deem  advisable." 

The  committee  wiO  su|mst  that,  should  it  be  the  wiH 
of  the  House  that  tither  of  the  plans  presented  in  this  re- 
port should  be  adopted,  or  that  it  should,  by  a  spcciBc 
act,  be  made  the  du^  of  the  Committee  of  Accounts  of 
both  Houses,  who  hare  the  subject,  respectively  for  each, 
specially  committed  to  them,  that  then  the  jComnuttee  on 
Public  Expenditures,  or  any  other  appropriate  comnhlee, 
be  imperativehr  required  to  report  to  tiiat  effect  by  bUl. 

The  Comnuttee  on  Public  Expenditures  having  bees 
instructed  by  the  resolution  to  inqiurc  into  the  subject 
have  done  so;  and,  being  unable  to  come  to  or  devise  taj 
definite  plan,  ask  to  be  discharged  frmn  the  further  con- 
Mderation  of  the  subject. 

DUTT  ON  IMPORTED  SALT. 
Housi  or  RxfEESutTATivas,  Fbsecak  3,  1831- 
Mr.  Mallabv,  from  the  Committee  on  Manuftctures,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  "  memorial  of  the  mano&ctiir- 
ers  of  salt  in  Kenbawa  cotmty,  Virginia,  praying  tor  a 
restcwation  of  the  duty  on  imported  salt,"  presented  to 
the  House  ^e  following  report: 
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Xhe  committee  have  taken  the  sa.me  into  consiclenitlon, 
liiid  arc  fiiOy  of  opinion  that  the  laws  of  the  last  session  of 
Oongress,  reducijig  the  duty  on  foreign  salt,  oiig'ht  to  be 
suspended  from  further  operation.  The  reasons  for  that 
opinion  tliey  respectfully  offer  to  the  House.  They  will 
be  stated  witli  all  the  brevity  which  the  subject  allows. 

The  committee  consider  salt  as  an  article  of  first  neces- 
sity, demanded  alike  by  the  rich  and  poor.  It  is  essential, 
at  least,  to  a  comfortable  support  of  human  life.  It  is 
useful  in  many  of  tlie  arts,  and  all-important  to  the  great 
a^icultural  interesti  of  the  country.  Its  value  cannot  be 
estimated  toohirii.  It  is  on  the  ground  that  it  is  an  article 
of  {general  ai)d  all-pervading  necessity,  that  the  committee 
wish  to  conuder  tfie  subject.  It  seems,  tliercfore,  to  the 
committee,  that  tlie  higher  it  ranks  among  the  articles  re- 
q\iircd  by  necessity,  the  more  imperious  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  provide  for  its  production.  It  ought  not 
to  be  exposed  U>  danger  from  anjr  cause  which  can  be 
averted.  The  more  earnestly  this  or  any  other  article 
may  be  demanded  by  necessity,  the  greater  should  be 
our  exertions  to  secure  an  ample  and  permanent  supply. 
We  should  provide  against^  all  contingencies  which  may 
produce  want  and  distress  among  the  people.  Notliing 
ou^ht  to  be  lefl  to  cliance,  when  periect  or  even  partiu 
securi^  can  be  attained. 

Food  and  nument  may  supply  the  earliest  and  most 
pressing  wants.  Tlie  ^reat  mass  of  our  people  could  pro- 
vide these  from  the  soil,  aided  by  household  labor  and  a 
Tew  mechanic  arts,  which  never  ^1  to  spring  up  within 
tlie  narrow  circles  of  society.  After  these  are  obtained, 
nothing  can  conne  more  effectually  to  the  relief  of  want 
than  the  article  in  question.  Coffee,  tea,  sugar,  silks — a 
thousand  thinn  woidd  be  abandoned  before  salt  could  be 
dispensed  win. 

Should  war  again  take  place  with  the  KreaX  maritime 
Power  of  Europe;  should  other  nations,  from  which  we 
derive  a  portitHi  of  our  supplies,  in  a  fit  of  jealousy  or  re< 
taliation,  intemipt  our  trade;  should  our  own  Govern- 
ment resort  again  to  non-intercourse  or  non-importation; 
should  any  su<£len  revolution  in  commerce  take  place,  all 
can  see  the  dangers  to  which  our  peonle  would  be  exposed. 

Tlie  means  of  procuring  a  full  ana  adequate  supply  ex- 
ist in  our  own  country,  'lliey  are  found  on  the  long  line 
of  our  seacoast,  in  numerous  parts  of  our  deep  interior. 
The  manufacture  already  exists,  to  a  greater  or  lesser  ex- 
tent, in  nineteen  of  the  twenty-four  States  of  the  Union. 
Investments  of  capital,  improvements  for  perfecting  the 
article,  were  daily  making,  and  would  have  continued 
witti  accelerated  rapidity,  had  they  not  been  partially  ar- 
rested by  the  act  of  last  session. 

If  our  country  must  depend  on  a  foreign  supply,  the 
consumers  of  all  classes  are  exposed  to  other  dangers. 
The  greatest  proportion  of  imports  will  be  nude  in  our 
principal  seaports.  The  salt  trade  is  conducted  by  com- 
jHiratively  a  few.  It  is  not  cut  up  and  divided  as  much  as 
that  of  other  branches  of  foreign  budness.  It  is  generally 
received  by  our  shipping  rather  13  ballast  than  for  the 
purposes  of  profitable  freight.  It  iseauly  monopolized. 
Our  merchants  on  the  seaboard  couldj  whenever  tbey 
pleased,  take  it  under  their  own  control.  Like  every 
other  class  of  our  citizens,  they  are  in  pursuit  of  gain. 
To  monopolize  an  article  at  common  pricei,  and  then  de- 
mand exorbitant  profits,  is  no  uncommon  occurrence.  To- 
day the  market  u  glutted,  and  prtcei  settle  down  to  the 
lowest  point,  when  monopoly  advances,  and  grasps  the 
whole.  Next  week  tliere  seems  to  be  a  scarcity,  and 
prices  advance  as  high  as  speculation  can  i-eacb.  This  is 
conttdercd  one  of  the  most  capital  operations  of  trade. 
No  article  has  been  more  under  its  influence  than  salt.  If, 
of  late,  it  has  been  less  so,  it  is  owing  to  the  great  domestic 
production.  The  effects  of  tlus  will  .be  more  fijily  ex- 
plained in  this  report. 

Besides  the  common  danger  of  dependence  on  external 
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supply,  it  is  heightened  by  a  knowledge  of  the  bet  that  a 
greiU  proportion  of  that  supply  is  derived  from  a  nngle  na- 
tion and  its  dependencies. 
In  1826,  we  received  from  Great  Bri- 
tain and  its  dependencies,     -  3,533,796  bushels. 
From  all  other  pUcesi,  -         -  1,030,924 


In  all,   ...  - 

In  1829,  from  Great  Britain  and  iu 

dependencies. 
From  an  other  pUcei^ 

la  all,  -        -        -  - 


4,564,730  busheU. 


4hlH047  buibels. 
1,831,500 


5,945.547  bushels. 


Even  under  the  influence  of  the  great  (tomestic  supply, 
during  the  past  season,  salt  in  some  of  our  cities  rose  to 
55  cents  the  bushel;  recently  H  sold  at  43^.  It  was  sup- 
posed by  many  that  the  advance  was  caused  by  a  belief 
that  the  domestic  production  would  have  been  Omited  un- 
der the  influence  of  the  act  of  last  session.  But,  had  the 
recent  sales  been  effected  at  10  cents,  instead  of  42i,  the 
country  trader  will  be  required  to  pay  the  common  mar- 
ket  price,  when  he  shall  resort  to  the  emporium  to  re- 
plenish bis  stive  next  spring. 

This  also  applies,  in  some  degree,  to  the  country  trade. 
The  great  proportion  of  Nortliern  mercantile  buuneas  con- 
centrates in  New  York.  It  is  carried  on  ebiefly  at  sotnc 
annual  periods,  spring  and  fall.  Country  merchants  un- 
^rstandwlth  great  accuracy  the  condition  of  their  cus- 
tomers, what  supplies  are  needed,  and  what  proportion, 
among  several  in  tlie  same  town  or  village,  each  usually 
fumi^ies.  All  are  careful  not  to  overstock  the  market. 
If  one  putchasea  in  New  Ycn-k  at  a  price  reduced  to  the 
lowest  pohit  from  sane  accidental  cause,  and  ten  days  af- 
ter his  neighbor  purchases  at  a  higher  price  of  five  or  ten 
cents  per  bushel,  still  they  both  must  oner  the  article  in  the 
same  market.  Should  the  highest  purchaser  feel  confident 
ttut  he  can  dispose  of  what  lie  has  bought  in  a  reasonable 
time,  he  will  keep  up  the  price  to  meet  cost  and  profit. 
This  is  equally  known  to  the  lowest  purchaser,  and  he  can 
safely  ask  the  same  price  for  what  cost  hini  much  less  than 
it  cost  the  other.  Hence  it  is  evident  that  the  consumer 
gains  little  or  nothing  by  the  common  fluctuations  of  trade; 
he  pays  for  all  the  profits  of  monopoly  and  speculation, 
and  enjoys  no  equivalent  in  return.  It  would  seem  tliat 
these  remarks  apply  with  even  greater  fooce  to  the  vast 
population  west  of  the  mountains,  in  the  broad  nlley  uf 
the  Miadssippi. 

The  quantity  nit  imported  into  New  Orleans,  in 
1830,  was  a  ttttle  less  than  400,000  bushels.  The  quantity 
manufactured  on  the  Western  waters  amounted  to  about 
3,400,000.  The  preseiit  consumption  requires  at  least 
3,800,000.  From  the  rapid  increase  01  population, 
3,500,000  bushels  in  a  short  period  will  be  required,  and 
the  ratio  of  increased  consumption  wiH  rapidly'advance 
for  half  a  century  to  come.  Suppose  the  required  suppfy 
should  be  imported,  the  importation  must,  of  necessity, 
be  confined  to  a  few  mdtvidualst  it  would  be  exposed  to 
all  the  varied  causes  of  fluctuitting  trade.  New  Orleans 
would  be  the  only  door  tlirough  which  it  could  pass  to  the 
immense  Western  regions.  It  must  be  bou{^t  at  all  events. 
Concentrated  at  one  point,  it  could  be  gathered  up  bv 
monopoly,  having  unlimited  capital  at  control,  and  dealt 
out  to  waiting  want  and  necessity,  at  prices  which  specu- 
lation mig^t  please  to  demand.  A  dcniestic  supply  is  now 
certain,  and  may  be  forever  secured.  It  can  never  be 
controlled  by  any  external  circumstances.  Domestic  mo- 
nopoly cannot  exist  to  any  dangerous  extent  among  nearly 
a  hundred  establishments,  scattered  along  a  line  of  a  thou- 
sand nules,  and  where  new  sources  of  supply,  to  any  ex- 
tent, may.  be  opened  whenever  ^ey  maybe  required. 

It  appean,  by  the  evidence  befwe  the  committee,  and 
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unnexed  to  this  report,  that  tliere  has  been  a  steady  and 
nipid  decline  in  the  price  of  nit  in  the  Western  country 
■ince  1830.  At  Nunville,  Tennessee,  in  the  years  1817, 
'18,  '19,  and  '20,  Milt  sold  from  two  to  three  dollars  per 
bushel  of  fifty  pounds.  The  present  price  is  62^  cents; 
75  cents  is  the  average  price  for  the  past  year.  At  Louis- 
ville, the  price,  during  the  season  past,  has  been  from  45 
to  50  cents.  In  MadisunviUe,  Indians,  the  price,  for  the 
put  twelve  months,  has  been  50  cents  per  busliel.  At 
St.  Louis,  during  the  same  period,  the  price  has  varied 
from  56  to  62  j  cents. 

It  would  seem  that  when  the  article  can  be  obtained  in 


observed,  one  of  the  pvatcst  dangers  to  vh!iA  the  cod- 
sumei-s  of  salt  would  be  exposed,  is  a  monopoly  of  the  ir- 
tide  by  the  dealen  on  the  aeabou^,  if  we  depended  sdelv 
on  a  forcip^n  supply.  This  has  been  in  a  |^eat  measiTe 
prevented  by  tfie  immense  quantity  manufactured  in  the 
United  States.  If  an  cffoK  was  made  by  speculators  to 
raise  the  price  of  the  foreign  article  exorbitantly  high  L; 
monopoly,  country  dcalirs  wciild  leave  it  on  their  h^ndi. 
If  they  should  purchase  and  transport  it  to  tbe  interior,  the 
people  would  not  purchase,because  a  great  stock  of  domc^ 
ticsult  is  always  to  be  ffnuid,  or  eanbe  easily  obtained,  at  mo- 
derate rates.  Before  this  could  be  exhausted,  sales  of  the 


abundance  at  such  prices,  there  is  no  substantial  reason  Vbrcign  article  mu^  be  made.    Country  capiUl  would  fail 


for  complaint,  more  especially  when  it  is  mainly  owing  to 
the  domestic  supply,  produced  under  the  influence  of  pro- 
tecting duties,  and,  also,  when  there  is  every  reason  to 
anticipate  a  continued  reduction  if  the  domestic  manufac- 
turer may  be  permitted  to  pursue  lus  course  unmolested. 

By  some,  it  may  be  supposed,  that,  if  prices  are  advanc- 
ed by  monopoly  or  the  fluctuations  of  trade,  the  manufitc- 
turer  can  participate  in  the  advantages  equally  with  the 
dealer  in  the  foreign  article.  This  would  be  impossible. 
It  is  only  by  a  regular,  steady  demand  and  price  that  he 
can  pursue  his  business.  When  there  will  be  a  glut  in 
tlie  market,  when  scarcity,  when  monopoly  will  control, 
he  cannot  foresee.  An  extraordinary  depression  in  price, 
for  a  leaaon,  may  ruin  liin).  Hia  capital  may  be  wasted 
before  remunerating  prices  return.  It  requires  years  for 
the  .manufacturer  to  make  preparations;  the  rise  of  all 
prices  may  be  effected  in  a  moment.  Uncertainty  will 
prevent  tlie  use  of  establisliments  already  in  existence,  and 
new  ones  will  not  be  undertaken. 

The  committee  cannot  discover  any  object  more  valua- 
ble, more  national,  more  vitally  important  to  the  country, 
than  a  steady,  uni&trm,  abundant,  and  uncontrollable  sup. 
ply  of  an  article  so  essential  at  aU  tiroes  to  every  rank  and 
condition  of  life.  It  should  be  secured  by  all  reasonable 
means  which  the  Government  can  command.  It  is  easily 
accomplished  by  a  just  improvement  of  the  resources 
which  the  nation  possesses  within  itself  in  the  fullest  abun- 
dance. By  pursuing  this  course,  Uie  numerous  dangers 
to  which  our  i>eop1e  are  perpetually  exposed  while  de- 
pendent on  foreign  supply,  would  be  readdy  avei-tcd. 

The  committee  would  now  allude  to  tbe  effects  whlcb 
clearly  have  been  produced  by  tlic  domestic  manuRicturc 
of  salt.  On  an  average  for  each  of  Uie  last  five  years,  it 
amounted  to  about  4,350,000  buslicls.  Importatious  for 
tlie  same  period,  annually,  have  averaged  about  5,500,000 
bushels)  the  annual  consumption  of  all  kinds,  9,750,000. 
Suppose  the  domestic  manufacture  destroyed—tlte  annual 
producUon  of  4,250,000  annihilated — what  must  be  the 
consequence.'  The  effect,  for  a  season,  might  he,  per- 
hapi,  to  depress  prices,  because  a  good  supply,  both  of 
foreign  and  domestic  salt,  is  on  hand,  waiting  the  ordinar}- 
dcmanda  of  consumption.  In  anticipation  of  an  advance 
in  price,  the  foreign  surplus,  if  any,  or  even  a  draught  on 
common  supply  from  abroiul,  might  be  made,  and  thrown 
into  our  owKets.  A  momentary  ^ut  would  take  place, 
and  depression  of  price  miglit  follow.  But  another  con- 
sequence  would  r^idly  succeed.  The  domestic  produc* 
tion  of  nearly  one-half  wbidi  the  country  consumes  would 
be  nearly  destroyed,  and  a  limited  supply  take  place. 
This  would,  of  course,  be  attended  with  the  highest  prices. 
But  the  work  of  destruction  would  be  completed.  This 
great  necessary  of  life  would  depend  on  foreign  labor,  fo- 
reign capital,  the  vicissitudes  of  foreign  trade,  and  of  fo- 
reign and  domestic  speculation.  The  ruins  of  our  manu- 
factories would  be  aperpetual  warning againstany  further 
effort.  Should,  at  some  future  day,  the  wants  of  the 
country  offer  protection,  prudence  would  avoid  tbe  allure- 
ment to  another  sacrifice. 

The  committee  would  offer  anotitcr  reason  in  favor  of 
retaining  tbe  former  duty  on  foreign  aak.    As  has  been 


in  the  contest.  Prices  given  to  seaboard  speculation 
would  come  down  to  prices  demanded  by  the  domestic  at- 
ticle.  Here  is  the  distinct  cause  why  a  monopoly  by  cur 
seaboard  merchants  would  be  wholly  uiavatb'i^.  But 
should  the  country  depend  entirely  on  the  Aireign  import- 
ations, or  chiefly,  every  one  can  readily  perceive  the 
danger  to  which  all  classes  of  consumers  wouM  be  expos- 
ed. Little  sympathy  would  be  felt  for  them  by  those  who 
were  fining  fortunes,  even  at  the  expense  of  want  ajid 
suffering.  The  country  dealers  must  purchase,  and  could 
safely  purchase.  The  people  must  buy  of  the  merchant, 
or  live  without;  to  no  other  source  of  supply  conldtJtey 
look.  If  the  domestic  manufacture  flourishes  the  people 
can  pass  by  the  foreign  article  with  ini£fference.  Thow 
along  the  seacoast  can  find  it  there;  those  in  the  Konh 
can  find  abundance  at  the  ^reat  salt  works  of  Kew  Tori:: 
from  thence  it  is  readily  distributed,  by  canals  and  lakes, 
to  every  part  of  the  interior.  The  West  can  be  supplicc 
abundantly  from  its  own  reeourccs.  Monopoly  finds  a  bar- 
rier against  its  operations  In  every  part  of  tbe  coamiT. 
In  case  of  war  or  interruption  of  commc^c^.  and  fbrr<pi 
supply  iswitlibeld,  even'  thing  is  prepared  for  an  cxtci.- 
sion  to  meet  every  possible  want. 

Another  reason  is  offered.  The  domestic  canufactcre 
employs  and  sustains  thousands  of  our  people.  Tb<y 
have  been  diverted  from  other  pursuits,  already  reducfd 
to  the  lowest  point  of  profit.  The  people  around  xix 
manufactories,  for  a  considerable  distance,  can  obtain  & 
supply  in  exchange  for  various  articles,  which  they  hate 
to  spore,  and  which  could  not  bear  transportation  to  (hate 
places  where  foreign  s>ilt  it  obtuncd. 

A^n:  Four  or  five  millions  of  bushels  of  salt  great); 
multiply  domestic  exchanges.  The  operation  isgencrslly 
confined  to  tlie  interior,  and  most  of  the  direct  and  inmie- 
diiite  benefits  begin  and  end  there,  lliia,  it  is  true,  mat 
diminish  the  business  of  those  engaged  in  the  foreign  tail 
trade,  and  may  be  the  sole  cause,  in  the  minds  of  iuht, 
fordcwriiiga  total  suppression  of  the  domestic  manulic- 
ture.  All  know  that  the  sharp  eye  of  foreign  ccmmcTce 
has  watched,  and  is  watching,  the  prt^reas  of  doiEesUc 
indiutiy  with  jealous  alarm.  In  a  case  like  the  present, 
where  the  foreign  article  must,  of  nccessSt^',  pass  thicu^ 
tlie  liands  of  tbe  seaboard  mercliants,  it  is  very  natunl 
that  they,  like  all  other  classes  of  people,  should  suppoK 
that  whatever  business  was  profitable  to  them,  must  ccp- 
tribute  to  the  general  good(  that  nothing  could  be  uiefLi 
to  tbe  country  unless  they  shared  in  the  profits.  It,  there* 
fore,  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Govemincnl  to  examine  tlx 
interests  of  all  with  strict  impartiality,  conander  tber 
fairly,  and  adjust  them  in  a  manner  beat  calculated  to  p:^ 
mote  the  prosperity  of  every  portion  of  our  countiv. 

The  committee  considering,  also,  that  the  article  o^  saV 
is  one  of  indispensable  necessity;  that  to  depend  on  forci^. 
nations  for  a  supply  would  be  almost  as  dangerous  astj 
allow  them  to  control  the  air;  that  a  superintending  Prrv^ 
dence  has  placed  the  means  of  abundance  within  tbe  «r- 
disturbcd  dominion  of  our  own  people  and  Goveniinc'.*. 
it  clearly  comes  within  tlie  range  of  the  protecting  poa.: 
and  policy.  It  does  not  belong  to  that  class  of  artirlt* 
wliicn  duties  were  laid  for  revenue  alone.    No  one  eir? 
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supposed  that  the  duty  on  tea*  pepper,  pimento,  ciniiB- 
moti,  Peruvian  bark,  capers,  and  olives,  was  intended  to 
protect  or  encourage  Uieir  pnxluction.  They  have  no 
connexion  with  the  protecting  tariff.  Duty  on  these  was 
fur  revenue!  »nd  when  revenue  is  no  loneer  wanted,  it 
may  be  repealed  with  perfect  safety.  But  this  by  no  meant 
implies  that  duties  which  realW  enectually  sustain  some 
valuable  branch  of  domestic  industry,  should  be  abandon- 
ed. Even  a  snrplus  in  the  treasury  would  be  a  lesser  evil. 

The  committee  will  proceed  to  consider  the  measures 
adopted  by  the  Government  in  relation  to  salt,  and  the 
claims  which  the  maoufiicturerhas  to  a  continued  support 


The  first  duty  on  salt  was  imposed  by  the  act  of  Con-'  to  aeconiprwh  a  peat  national  cAjeet    The  T(riec  of  eZ' 


gress,  in  1789.  Its  preamble  declares  **  Whereas  it  is 
necessary  for  the  support  of  Government,  and  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  debts  of  the  United  States,  and  the  encou- 
ragement and  protection  of  manufactures,  that  duties  be 
laid  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandises,  imported."  In 
this  preamble  is  found  a  full  and  ample  recognition  of  the 
power  to  encourage  and  protect  manufactures,  instanta- 
neonsly  following  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  On 
salt  was  laid  a  duty  of  six  cents  per  bushel— a  duty  hig;her, 
in  proportion  to  the  foreign  vuue  of  the  article.  Hum  was 
laid  on  almost  every  other.  It  mast  have  been  well  known 
in  our  early-  life  a?  a  nation,  how  dangerous  and  unavailing 
it  was  to  look  abroad  for  a  supply.  All  of  the  members 
who  composed  the  Congress  of  1789,  must  have  seen  the 
miseries  of  tiie  revolution;  most  of  them  must  have  largely 
shared  in  tiae  common  sufferings.  The  p(dicy  of  encou- 
raging and  protecting  tlie  domestic  manufacture  was 
prompted  by  a  fiili  knowledge  of  -the  privations  of  a  pa- 
triot army,  in  every  degree  of  distress,  of  the  wants  of  the 
whole  country.  During  the  last  war,  also,  our  farmers, 
the  middling:  classes,  and  the'  poor,  well  remember  how 
dear  was  the  price  of  the  article,  and  how  difficult  to  obtain 
it.  Then  the  Government  and  people  urged  on  the  ma- 
nufacturer to  the  ^eatest  exertion;  even  called  it  patriotic, 
ind  promised  futhful,  eordiid,  and  lasting  support.  If, 
luring  the  Imte  war  and  restrictions  on  foreign  commerce, 
xir  people  suffered  less,  H  must  be  admitted  that  it  was 
entirely  owing  to  the  vigorous  efforts  of  our  manufkctur. 
:rs.  But,  when  open  and  apparent  danger  seems  to  be 
-emoved  to  a  distance,  appeals  are  often  made  to  the  sup- 
[)o»ed  interests  of  the  middling  classes  a?id  the  poor,  to 
acrifice  those  who  provided  for  their  wants  in  the  time  of 
:heir  utmost  need. 

By  the  act  -ot  Ai^st,  1790,  the  duty  on  fore^i  salt 
vas  advanced  to  twelve  cents  the  bushel.  In  1797,  the 
Iiity  on  each  bushel  was  twenty  cents.  This  act  remained 
n  force  for  ten  years.  In  1807,  all  duties  on  salt  were 
.boliahcd.  The, committde  are  advised  from  the  best  au- 
hority,  that  no  reduction  of  prices  was  the  consequence, 
iy  the  act  of  July,  1813,  the  duty  of  twenty  cents  per 
lushel  was  ag^n  imposed,  to  take  effecton  the  1st  Janua- 
y,  1814,  and  to  continue  in  operation  until  the  end  of  the 
iien  existing  war,  and  one  year  afterwards.  By  the  act 
•T  April*  1816,  on  a  general  revision  of  tiie  tariff,  the  dutv 
f  twenty  cents  per  bushel  on  salt  was  made  perpetual, 
"he  tarin*  of  1816  was  inteniled  to  provide  a  revenue,  and 
t  the  same  time  to  be  so  adjusted  as  to  give  efficient  pro- 
action  to  the  different  branches  of  manufacture  which  had 
sning  into  existence  from  previous  protection,  or  from 
:sti-ictions  on  commerce,  or  from  the  war  itself.  The 
irifT,  as  a  protecting  system,  nnce  1816,  has  been  twice 
^viscd,  anu  at  each  time  the  protecting  duties  have  been 
igroented  on  almost  every  article  of  fordgn  production 
liich  came  in  competition  with  the  domestic  manure- 
re,  excepting  tlie  single  article  of  salt.  The  duty  on 
at  is  now  twenty  cents  per  bushel,  the  same  as  was  laid 
■  tlie  act  or  1797,  repealed  in  1807,  and  re-enacted  in 
13.  From  this  brief  histoir  of  our  legislation  on  the 
bject)  from  the  deep  root  which  the  manufacture  of  salt 
s  taken  in  the  country;  from  &e  McrifioM  about  to  be 


required  of  a  numerous  body  of  our  tellew-citizens,  and 
from  the  exposure  of  tiie  whole  country  to  the  dangers 
which  have  been  described,  the  comnuttee  most  respect- 
fully repeat  the  hope  that  the  House  will  review  its  opihioo, 
OS  expressed  in  the  act  of  the  la«t  sesnon.  Could  the  Gto- 
vernment  haye  given  more  dcci^ve  aisuranset  of  MppoK 
to  any  branch  SS  mamifacture  tiwn  it  has  to  this?  Could 
our  IbHow-citisens  have  aikvd  a  mote  solemn  pledge  of 
support  than  has  been  givm?  It  was  never  urged  on  the 
Government  by  manufacturers;  it  was  not  the  reauh  of 
anxious  ami  urgent  solicitations  on  their  part,  but  a  apon* 
taneoiis  muvement  on  the  part  of  the  Govern ment  itaelft 


perience  was  then  heardt  Its  admonitioBi  were  th<»  felti 
and  it  might  have  been  hoped,  that,  in  peace  and  proa- 
perity,  they  would  not  have  been  for^tten. 

It  appears  that  the  capital  invested  m  the  manufacture  of 
salt  amountatoabout|7,000,000.  The  product,  in  1639, 
may  be  safely  estimatedat4,500,000buBhels.  Theomount 
manufactured  in  1830  has  ^ready  dimini^ed,  from  alarm 
caused  by  the  recent  reduction  of  duty.  The  number  of 
persona  actually  engaged  is  abmt  3,600.  They,  widi 
those  imme^tely  dependent  win  mak«  an  aggvegate  of 
14,000.  And  here  it  may  be  remarked,  that,  to  sustain 
this  great  number  of  people,  agricultural  products,  to  an 
immense  amount,  ore  ccmstsntly  required.  These  are  ob- 
tained in  exchange,  in  a  great  degree,  for  the  article  ma- 
nufactured. But  titey  are  so  scattered  over  the  surface  of 
our  extended  country,  that  ttie  market  they  siTord  etci^M 
superficial  observation.  If  they>  or  a  fourth  part,  were 
conciintrated  «t-«ny  one  point  of  the  countn',  the  effects 
would  be  most  distinctly  apparent.  The  httle  army  du- 
ring the  late  w»r  stationed  on  our  frontiers,  drew  sunpliea 
for  hundreds  of  miles  around  it.  Our  farmers  ana  me- 
chanics Well  knew  how  great  was  the  market  it  afforded* 
Had  it  been  dispersed  in  companies  over  nineteen  States, 
tike  the  manu&eturers  of  salt,  the  effects  would  have  been 
scarcely  perceptible,  although,  in  the  aggregate,  equalhr 
Important  to  the  whole  countryiin  furnishing  a  market  with 
supplies,  as  if  K  had  been  assembled  in  one  encampment. 

The  committee  cannot  avoid  the  repetition  of  the  state- 
ment, that  the  duty  of  twenty  cents  was  laid  as  early  as 
1797,  and  continued,  with  but  a  single  interruption,  to 
1830.  At  the  time  of  that  interruption,  the  manufiicture 
had  scarcely  commenced.  From  1813  to  the  last  sesuon, 
a  period  of  seventeen  years,  during  which  time  the  pro- 
tecting tariff  having  undemme  repeated  ehanges  and 
modiffeations,  the  duty  on  salt  has  been  undisttined  and 
untouched.  During  this  period  of  seventeen  yean^  the 
manufacture  has  been  rapidly  increasing,  and  the  qiudi^ 
daily  improved  by  advancing  skill  and  continued  expe- 
rience. Why,  then,  shoula  so  many  thousands  of  our 
fellow-citizens  be  abandoned  at  a  time  when  they  supposed 
themselves  repoiingin  perfect  security  underthe  protect- 
ing shield  of  their  Government  f  It  is  a  repubK^  Go- 
vernment, and  bound  to  protect  its  citizens  in  their  varioul 
pursiuts,  and  most  especially  when  that  Government  has 
allured  them  to  eng^  in  new  occupations,  which  are 
nvtng  every  promise  of  success,  and  are  contributing 
largely  to  the  independence  of  the  country.  When  orders 
in  council  from  England,  and  decrees  of  Napoleon,  exposed 
neutral  commerce  to  every  peril  on  the  ocean,  our  mer- 
chants, with  open  eyes,  encountered  all  hazards.  Their 
enterprise  exposed  them  to  spoliations.  Aided  by  a  gene- 
ral sympathy,  the  help  of  Government  has  been  repeat- 
edly invoked  to  their  asostance.  Its  utmost  exertions  have 
been  made,  and  are  now  making,  to  obtain  indemnity. 
Appeals  have  been  oflen  made  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
the  nation,  to  demand  redress,  even  by  arms.  The  com- 
mittee hope  tiiousands  of  humble  tnonu&cturers  of  sslt 
may  be  objects  of  national  regard. 

The  committee  will  refer  to  an  argument  which  has  been 
iBcd,  and  which,  it  is  supposed,  was  M^uiitA  irttti  eoif 
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■idmble  influence:  it  ww  the  impontion  of  a  duty  or 
tweWe  and  one-half  cents  per  bu^el,  the  State  of  Ifev 
York,  on  all  m\t  manufactured  in  bM*  limits.  It  waa  tup- 
powd  by  namr  to  be  unjuat^  in  a  lingle  State*  to  tax  a 
domestic  productiont  whtoh  entered  into  general  use,  for 
tiie  purpose  of  flflin^  her  treasury,  when,  as  they  sup- 
posed,  ane  vaa  enabled  to  do  so  by  a  du^  lud  by  the  Ge- 
neral' GoTcmment  on  a  similar  foreign  article.  Were  the 
interests  of  tlut  State  alone  inTolved,  tb»  opinion  mij^t 
be  correct.  But  a  wider  riew  roust  be  takent  we  must 
see  how  fkr  other  parts  of  the  Union  are  concerned. 

The  committee  consider  the  duty  imposed  by  the  Go- 
vernment of  New  York  is  both  Just  and  equit^le.  This* 
it  is  fiiliy  beiievied,  can  he  sustidiied,  without  reaortinp  to 
the  particular  interests  of  that  State  for  aaustance. 

liie  great  canal  p<dicy  of  New  York  has  been  executed. 
As  was  anticipated  oy  the  liberal  and  expanded  views  of 
ber  statesmen,  the  benefits  would  not,  could  not,  be  con- 
fined within  her  own  boundaries.  They  would  be  carried, 
in  a  greater  or  leas  proportion,  to  every  part  of  the  Union  i 
they  would  promote,  in  an  ample  degree,  the  commercial 
operations  of  our  country  with  the  whole  world.  To  a 
great  extent,  it  equalizes  the  inequalities  of  nature.  It 
places  our  pe<^le  of  the  interior,  in  some  degree,  in  pos- 
sesmon  of  comforts  and  enjoyments,  which,  without  it, 
would  be  confined  to  those  who  occupy  the  banks  of  some 
Aith  of  tlie  ocean. 

Ainong  other  considerations  which  urged  on  the  com- 
■letion  M  the  Erie-cUMl,  were  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
nom  the  RnproveoKiik  of  die  rich  aalt  springs  near  the 
centre  of  the^Btate.  Unless  in  time  of  war  or  commercial 
embarrassments,  when  die  article  of  sslt  could  command 
any  price  which  want  and  suffering  could  pay,  they  were 
of  little  value  to  the  State  or  the  countryst  large.  Hence 
was  derived  one  of  the  strongest  inducements  to  perform 
that  great  work.  The  effect  lias  fully  answered  expecta- 
tion. Every  farmer,  the  middling  classes,  and  the  poor, 
now  einoy  a  full  proportion  of  the  advantages  wliich  Iwve 
resulted. 

In  1839,  the  quantity  of  salt  manubctured  tn  tliat  State 
was  1,391,000  bushels,  or  nearly  one-seventh  of  all  con- 
sumed in  the  United  Stales.  This,  by  inland  navigation, 
it  added  to  the  common  stock  of  the  country,  and  tends 
to  ^miniah  the  common  price  lo  the  consumer.  Before 
the  canals  were  constructed,  our  ftnners  remember  that 
they  cheerfully  paid  six  or  aevcn  dollars  per  barrel  for 
Onondaga  salt  oi  a  miserable  quality^  now  tlicy  obtain  a 
Mperior  article  for  one-third  of  tliat  price.  The  differ- 
ence  in  price  is  mainly  caused  by  the  difference  in  ex- 
pense between  land  and  water  tmispurlation.  If  the 
Erie  canal  had  not  been  completed,  the  manufacture  would 
have  been  .trifling,  and  the  benefits  coiifiiied  to  narrow 
limits.  In  times  of  scarcity,  produced  by  any  cause,  the 
people  of  the  neat  Northern  section  of  the  country  could 
wve  no  r^ef  from  that  aoutoe,  unless  at  the  moat  enor- 
moua  expense.  Now,  happen  what  may,  they  are  st:cure 
of  an  abundant  supply,  at  reasonable  prices. 

It  cannot,  therefore,  be  unreasonable  or  unjust  in  the 
Slate  of  New  York  to  demand  some  reoiuneralion  for  her 
exertions  and  expenditures  from  those  who  participate  so 
lai^fely  in  the  advantages  which  hiivc  been  produced.  The 
tax  sinks  into  insignificance  when  the  causes  of  its  impo- 
sition are  undcrsttwd.  To  require  a  surrender  of  the  duty 
at  this  time,  and  luider  circumstances  which  have  been 
explained,  is  clearly  inequitable  and  unjnst.  When  tlie 
canals  were  first  finished,  und  while  their  first  benefits  were 
flowing  wide,  then  the  State  tax  on  salt  was  never  made 
the  subject  of  complainL  What  was  conndered,  a  tew 
years  ago,  a  just  and  honest  claim,  is  now,  in  the  minds  of 
manyi  notlung  short  of  palp^le  oppresnon. 

It  is  also  urged,  that,  if  tlie  State  of  New  York  can  lay 
n  duty  on  the  aomestic  article,  it  affords  evidence  that  the 
jBanufkcturc  has  gained  Mcb  an  aseenduicy  that  protcc-  ;i 


tion  is  no  longer  required.  If  this  is'correct,  the  ir- 
gument  exhausts  itseff.  If  the  domestic  article  has  be- 
come so  cheap  and  abundant  as  to  bear  an  excise,  the  n- 
meval  of  the  ffireign  du^  would  |uviduce  no  pracfical 
effect.  Supposed  reUef  could  exist  only  in  tbeoretiol 
imagination. 

But  the  committee  are  fully  eonvinced  that  no  manubc- 
tory  of  salt,  of  any  importance,  could  bear  taxation,  ex- 
cept that  in  the  State  of  New  York.  The  causes  are  q>> 
parent.  One  is,  the  superior  quality  of  the  salines^  and 
the  inexhaustible  supply  of  mineral  water  which  they  «f- 
fordt  anotlier,  the  extended  and  unceanng  market  found 
along  the  great  Western  lakei^  al4^g  the  valley  of  Lake 
Champlain  and  the  Hudson,  througn  the  intoior  of  the 
State.  Hence,  a  capital  of  above  three  nullions  of  doDus 
has  been  invested,  and  labor  stimulated  to  its  utmost  exer- 
tion. Another,,  the  facilities  afforded  by  canal  navigatioo 
in  the  transportation  of  fuel  from  places  at  vbich  it  is  die 
most  abundantly  and  most  cheaply  suppliedt  but,  above 
all,  the  ease,  the  ecopomy,  and  rapidit)-,  with  which itcui 
be  distributed  to  millions  of  consumers,  from  Champlain 
to  Green  Bay.  No  other  manufacturing  estabbshmenla  in 
the  United  States  enjoy  these  advantages  in  so  great  a  de- 
gree. A  tax,  which  may  be  safely  bud  on  the  manu&c- 
ture  ill  that  State,  would  prostrate  every  other  mamfac- 
toiy  in  the  Union.  It  would,  therefore,  seem  unieasona- 
ble  to  subject  all  the  msnufiu^uring  establi^mcnU  of  the 
country  to  the  pains  and  penalties  ot  destruction,  becsuae 
New  York,  at  the  price  of  enonnous  expendiUirca  on  ber 
own  account,  has  improved  her  natural  resources  beyond 
any  otlicr  State;  espccialty  when,  with  the  duty  imposed, 
she  furnishes  the  article  of  salt  as  cheap  as  it  can  be  Kp- 
plied  from  any  other  source.  That  State  has  a  perfc^ 
right,  and  possesses  the  power,  to  counteract  the  tffecit 
<a  national  Irgislation  on  this  subject.  If  it  is  exercised, 
none  have  juiit  reason  to  complain. 

The  committee  do  not  suppose  that  every  inanu&cti»T 
of  salt  in  the  United  Statea  will  be  destra>-c(^  if  the  act  cF 
the  last  sesNon  should  take  full  effect  Some  few  po»ea 
such  natural  advantaV^^s,  that  they  may  continue  in  fiiH  or 
partial  operation.  But  it  is  considered  that  the  greatest 
proportion  must  surrender  to  inevitable  ruin- 
It  has  been  repeatedly  urged,  tliat  the  quality  of  dcir.»- 
tic  salt  is  decidedly  inferior  to  tht  foreign,  and  wholly  un- 
fit for  some  of  the  most  impiutant  uses  lor  frhich  it  is  re- 
quired. Some  suppose  it  wants  strength  ]  others,  thu  it  a 
combined  with  ingredients  which  render  its  use  uubTl- 
Tliis  iTHght  ha^'C  been  partially  true  in  the  beginning  cf 
its  msnufacture,  when  skill  and  experience  liad  not  bees 
acquired]  but  no  person  of  intelligence  is  now  un:icqt;ajr.t- 
ed  with  the  great  perfection  to  which  the  article  is  brought' 
The  best  qualities  arc_now  produced  on  the  acacoas£  is 
HassBchusetls,  at  the  salt  aprii^  of  New  York,  awl 
sane  of  the  salines  of  Uie  Western  country.  Tbey  bs^t 
stood  die  moat  ripd  tests  of  analysis,  and  are  found  to  pu- 
SC8S  even  grcaltr  purity  than  the  foreign  article.  Tha  * 
just  beginning  to  be  understood  in  the  country  at  large- 
The  domestic  salt,  at  first,  like  all  new  productions  in  :i-t 
country,  was  undoubtedly  defective.  Prejudices  exiil"! 
against  it,  which  required  time  to  remove.  The  gn:* 
mass  of  the  people  are  slow  and  cautious  in  chang^n^  <h(.-t.* 
pursuits,  or  the  use  of  any  vahable  article  to  vhioi  ti.it 
are  accustomed,  and  in  which  they  have  coafidi.r<cc- 
These  prejudices  are  rapidly  giving  way  in  fiivor  odT  •io- 
nic stic  salt;  and  if  the  manufacture  may  be  pemuttcdto 
advance,  it  will,  the  committee  are  fully  convinced,  ekuji 
a  decided  preference  by  all  classes  of  consumers. 

It  is  natural,  in  a  country  like  the  United  States,  «bm 
the  people  engage  in  tlieir  pursuits  with  unparalleled  ac- 
tivity arid  ardor,  that  anxiety  aliouM  cust  to  see  eve:< 
object  which  may  be  undertaken  most  t^idly  acco» 
pJished.  The  development  of  skill,  m  ap^ied  to  tbe  use- 
nil  arts,  often  becomes  too  tardy  tar  excited  hope  asdei- 
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pectktion;  and,  unless  perfection  is  obtained  at  a  single 
effort,  apprehensions  are  felt  that  it  can  never  be  ac- 

guired.  In  other  countiua,  numeroua  bmncbes  of  manu- 
iCture*  required  centuries  to  brinf;  them  to  flieir  present 
state  of  iiDproreinent  Sbny  of  theilA  have  been  equalled, 
if  not  surpassed,  in  the  United  States,  within  twenty  or 
thirty  ycat^;  others  are  adrancing  with  a  steady  pace,  and 
with  perfect  certainty  will  be  siiccessiful,  if  the  Govern- 
ment will  adhere  to  the  poUey  which  it  has  given  the  most 
solemn  pledges  to  nuuotain.  The  protecting  policy  ia  not 
intended  oolely  for  tbe  preMnt  dayi  but  to  operate  during 
national  euitence. 

Tlie  manu&eture  of  salt  has  been  in  operation  but  Uttle 
more  than  fifteen  years.  Ito  progress  has  been  as  great 
and  beneficial  as'  could  have  been  expected.  It  had  never 
been  more  productive  in  quantity,  or  more  improved  in 
equality,  than  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  law  in  ques- 
tion. Preparations  were  cxtennvely  ma^ng,  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  for  a  great  and  continual  extension. 
These  have  been  arrested,  and  m  now  wuting  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Government  on  the  application  for  relief. 
Vpnn  this  will  depend  renewed  exertion,  or  a  general 
^andonment  of  tlie  manu&cture. 

While  the  committee  are  of  opinion  thattlie  passage  of 
the  law  of  the  last  session  was  impolitic,  much  evil  muy 
be  averted  by  a  repeal  of  so  much  as  remains  to  take  ef- 
fect. The  manufacture  may  struggle  on  and  survive.  The 
experiment  can  be  made,  under  a  reliance  that  the  wis- 
dom of  Congress  will  be  exercised  as  any  future  occasion 
may  reqiure. 

The  committee,  tlierefore,  report  a  bill  to  repeal  so 
much  of  "An  act  to  reduce  the  duty  on  salt,"  passed 
May  39,  1830,  as  has  not  gone  into  operation. 

Memorial  of  the  imtntifacturers  of  salt  in  Kcnhawa  coun- 
ty, Virginia,  praying  for  a  restoration  oT  the  duty  on 
imported  salt. 

7b  the  Smaie  and  Haute  of^  Sepretentattva  of  the  United 
fJtaiea  of  America  in  Cmgresa  atsemoled.- 

The  manufacturcn  of  salt  in  the  county  of  Keiiltawa, 
in  the  Coron^pnwcalth  of  Vir^nia,  have  seen,  with  the 
most  serious  apprehenwons  and  concern,  the  proceedings 
had  in  Congress  at  its  last  sesnon,  in  reUtion  to  tlie  pro- 
xf^tiTc  du^  which  hcretofiire  sustained  and  extended  the 
■alt  bit«ncs>  in  the  United  States. 

They  had  not  been  inattentive  to  the  manifestations  of 
infriendly  feelings  towards  this  branch  of  American  in- 
lustry;  and  took  early  measures,  by  which  they  placed  be- 
bre  the  Government  some  of  the  facti)  and  reasons  tend- 
n^,  OS  they  thought,  to  uhow  tliat  the  home  manufacture 
tf  salt  could  not  be  given  up  to  a  less  restrained  foreign 
competition,  without  eminently  endangering  the  home  re- 
NHirces  for  one  of  tlie  most  important  and  essential  arti- 
:1es  of  domestic  use  and  public  interest;  and  their  memo- 
iaJ,  now  on  the  files  of  Congress,  and  printed  by  order  of 
he  Senate  of  the  21st  of  January,  1828,  is  most  respect- 
iilly  referred  to,  and  its  consideration  earnestly  solicited. 

The  duty  on  salt,  asa  source  of  revenue,  and  as  an  en- 
louragement  to  domesOc  enterprise  in  its  production,  is 
:oevat  with  the  Government. 

I'he  first  Congress  which  assembled  under  our  present 
onstitution,  by  an  act,  approved  by  the  President  on  the 
Uth  of  July,  1789,  imposed  adtity  of  six  cents  per  busltcl 
n  all  salt  imported  into  the  States.  The  same  Congress, 
t  their  n:.'Xt  scsuaon,  by  an  act  of  tlic  lOtli  August,  1790, 
icreased  the  duty  to  twelve  cents  per  bushel. 

These  cnactmeitts  laid  the  fuunuation  for  the  experi- 
ments wliich  were  made  in  the  production  of  salt  along 
ur  Kaatern  coast,  and  added  additioDal  stimtilusto  the  re- 
nrclies  making  tu  the  West  for  the  discover)'  of  supplies 
f  this  necessary  oflife. 

The  encoun^neiit,  howerert  wm  not  deemed  ade* 


quate  to  a  sufficiently  rapid  development  of  the  resources 
of  the  country;  and,  on  the  30th  September,  1797,  Con- 
gress augmented  the  duty  on  foreign  salt  to  twenty  cents 
per  bushel. 

The  great  variety,  however,  of  commercial  objects 
which  then  attracted  the  limited  capital  of  the  country, 
left  but  little  for  investments  in  manufactures  of  any  kind; 
and  salt  remained  among  the  most  languid.  Under  these 
circumstances,  tbe  experiment  was  made  during  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson's administration,  when  the  resources  of  Ibe  Govern- 
ment were  superabundant,  and  but  little  capital  invested 
in  salt  making,  of  introducing  supplies  from  abroad,  with* 
out  chargei  imd,  b^  the  act  of  3d  March,  1807,  all  salt  im> 
ported  into  the  United  States  af^  the  Slst  of  December 
in  that  year  was  declared  free  of  duty. 

Happily  was  it  for  the  interest  of  the  country  that  Ais 
experiment  was  made!  Salt  was  imported,  without  im- 
post, from  the  1st  of  January,  1808,  until  the  lat  of  Janu- 
ary, 1814;  and  we  affirm,  without  the  fear  of  contradic- 
tion, tliat  the  article  was  hif^ier  throughout  the  United. 
States  during  those  six  years,  tliftn  during  any  period  of 
the  same  length,  from  the  close  of  the  war  oithe  revolu* 
tion  up  to  the  present  time.  But  this  interesting  fiict  viH 
be  again  adverted  to,  and  more  fully  examined. 

During  the  late  war,  the  disastrous  effects  of  relying 
upon  others,  in  time  of  poice,  for  an  article  which  enters 
so  essentially  into  the  very  existence  of  civilized  society, 
and  the  baneful  influence  that  had  followed  the  abandon- 
ment of  Uie  attempt  to  bring  the  resources  of  a  home  sup- 
ply into  useful  development,  and  their  products  to  an  ele- 
vation somewhat  commensurate  to  the  national  demand, 
became  strongly  apparent  to  alt;  and,  under  the  liberal  and 
enlarged  national  policy  which  then  marked  the  course  of 
the  executive  and  legislative  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  duty  of  twenty  cenla  per  bushel  on  imported 
bait  was  renewed,  and,  by  the  act  of  the  30th  July,  1813, 
wa^  reimposed  on  all  salt  impoiled  after  tlie  Ist  of  Janu- 
ary, 1614.  It  may  not  be  unworthy  of  remark,  that  the 
sante  act  which  renewed  this  dut}*,  gave  the  drawbacks 
and  bounties  for  the  encouragement  of  the  fisheries,  by 
which  tluLt  important  source  of  national  wealth,  and  in- 
valu-iblc  school  of  seamen,  has  been  sustained  and  pre- 
served to  the  Union.  This  act,  although  rendered  tem- 
porary by  the  limitation  which  it  contained,  was,  in  1816, 
made  permanent. 

The  dose  of  the  long  and  sanguinary  war  which  Iiad 
Je&olated  Europe  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
brouglit  into  the  field  of  foreign  commerce  a  host  of  com- 
petitors, by  which  the  profits  on  commercial  capital  pre- 
viotisly  employed  in  foreign  trade  became  greatly  lessen- 
ed, and  its  owners,  scekiiig  for  it  moreseciire  and  advanta- 
geous employment,  turned  their  attention  to  manufactures. 

In  estimating  the  safety  and  securi^  with  which  such 
investments  might  be  made,  it  could  not  escape  the  sua- 
city  of  the  more  observing  part  of  the  community,  that 
the  genius  of  the  Government  had  steadily  and  penrancnt- 
ly  tended  to  the  protection  and  fostering  of  our  manufac- 
tories, particularly  mcli  as  relieved  \u  from  dependence 
on  foreign  nations  for  supplies  of  commodities  of  primary 
necessity. 

The  earliest  operations  of  Congress  had  uniformly 
coupled  the  encouragement  and  protection  of  manufac- 
tures with  the  support  of  Government,  and  the  discharge 
of  the  national  debt.  General  Washington,  in  December, 
1796.  had  used  the  fullowing  language: 

"Congresa  have  repeatedly,  and  not  with  success,  d;- 
rected  their  attention  to  the  encourage mcnt  of  manufac- 
tiirea.  The  object  is  of  too  much  consequence  not  to  en- 
sure a  continuance'  of  their  efTorts,  in  every  way  which 
shall  appear  eligible.  As  a  gencrtd  rule,  nianuucture^ 
on  publw  account,  are  UK  Xpedlcnt.  But  where  the  stale 
of  things  in  a  countr}-  leaves  little  hope  that  certun 
branches  of  manufacture  will,  fur  a  great  length  of  time. 
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obtain,  when  these  are  of  &  nature  essential  to  the  fiir- 
nisbinf  and  equipping  of  the  public  force  in  time  of  war, 
are  not  establishments  for  procuring  them  on  public  ac- 
count, to  the  extent  of  the  ordinary  demand  for  the  pub- 
lic service,  recommended  by  strong  considerations  of  na- 
tional policy,  as  an  eiception  to  the  general  rule?  Ought 
our  country  to  remain,  in  such  cases,  dependent  on  fo- 
reign supply,  precarious,  because  liable  to  be  interrupt- 
edF" 

Mr.  Jefferson,  in  1808,  less  than  two  years  afler  the  re- 
peal of  the  salt  duty,  pressed  upon  Congress  the  neceswty 
of  protecting  duties,  as  the  only  means  of  rendering  our 
manufactories  permanent,  in  the  following  strong  and  de- 
dsive  terms: 

'*  The  BUipension  of  our  fbrdgn  commerce,  produced 
by  the  injustice  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  and  the  conse- 
quent losses  and  sacrifices  of  our  dtizens,  are  subjects  of 
just  concern.  Tlic  situation  into  which  we  have  ihus  been 
forced,  has  impelled  us  to  apply  a  portion  of  our  industry 
and  capital  to  internal  manufiictures  and  improvements. 
The  extent  of  this  conversion  is  daily  increanng;  and  little 
doubt  remains  that  the  esUblishments  formed,  and  form- 
ing, will,  under  the  auspices  of  cheaper  materials  and  sub- 
sistence, the  freedom  of  labor  from  taxation  with  us,  and 
of  protecting  duties  and  prohibitions,  become  permanent." 

The  same  gentleman,  in  1816,  when  unconnected  with 
the  Government,  and  indulging  in  a  retired  and  calm  re- 
view of  the  policy  of  the  country,  with  all  that  ardent  de- 
votion to  the  liberty,  independence,  and  prosperity  of  tlie 
American  people,  which  so  strongly  characterized  him 
thrwigh  life,  poured  forth  his  feeling*  in  gloving  terms 
to  his  fViend,  as  follows: 

*  <  We  have  experienced  what  we  did  not  then  believe, 
tliat  there  exists  both  profligacy  and  power  enougli  to  ex- 
clude us  from  the  field  of  interchange  with  other  nations; 
that,  to  be  independent  for  the  comforts  of  life,  we  must 
fabricate  tliem  ourselves.  We  must  now  place  the  manu- 
facturer by  the  side  of  the  agriculturist.  The  fbi-mer 
question  is  suppressed,  or  rather  assumes  a  new  form. 
The  grand  inquiry  now  shall  we  mske  our  own  com- 
forts, or  go  without  them'  at  the  will  of  a  foreig^i  nation? 
He,  therefore,  who  is  now  against  domestic  manufactures, 
must  be  for  reducing  us  either  to  a  dependence  on  that 
nation,  or  be  clothed  in  skins,  and  to  live  like  wild 
beasts  in  <lens  and  caverns.  I  am  proud  to  say  I  am  not 
one  of  these." 

Mr.  Madison's  frequent  exhortations  to  protect  and  foo- 
ter the  several  branches  of  manufacture  which  had  been 
recently  instituted  or  extended  by  tlie  laudable  exertions 
of  his  fellow-citizens,  are  numeroust  and  thim  among  them 
the  foUowiitg  are  selected: 

Extraet  from  dtr.  MatUton'tnuue^of  Hinen^erW,  1809. 

"In  a  cultivation  of  the  materials,  and  the  extension  of 
useful  manufactures,  more  especIaHy  in  the  general  appli- 
cation to  household  fabrics,  we  behold  a  rapid  cfiminution 
of  our  dependence  on  foreign  supplies.  Nor  is  it  unwor- 
thy of  reflection,  that  thin  revolution  in  oor  pursuite  and 
habits  is  in  no  dight  degree  a  consequence  of  those  impo- 
litic and  arbitrary  edicts,  by  which  the  contending  nationn, 
in  endeavoring  each  of  them  to  obstruct  our  trade  with  the 
other,  have  so  far  abridged  our  means  of  procuring  the 
productions  and  manufactures  of  which  our  own  are  now 
taking  the  place." 

In  his  message  of  the  18th  February,  1815,  he  uses  the 
following  earnest  language; 

"There  is  no  subject  which  can  enter  with  greater 
force  into  the  deliberations  of  Congress,  than  a  considera- 
tion of  the  means  to  preserve  and  promote  the  manufac- 
tures which  have  sprung  into  existence,  and  attained  an 
unparalleled  mattinty,  throughout  the  United  States .  du- 
ring the  period  of  the  European  wars.  Tliis  source  of  na- 
tional independence  and  wealtli  I  anidously  recommend. 


therefore,  to  the  prompt  and  constant  guardianship  of 

Congress." 

Mr.  Monroe,  equally  devoted  to  the  great  interest  of  the 
repubfic,  and  earnestly  desirous  of  placing  the  Americsn 
people  beyond  the  reach  of  foreign  contr<^,  as  to  tbe  ne- 
cessaries and  comforts  of  life,  pressed  the  subject  upon 
Congress  in  terms  the  most  decituve. 

Extrmi  from  Mr.  Abnroe'a  nutmtge  ofHh  Uardk,  1821. 

"  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  more  complete  our  ia- 
ternal  resources,  and  the  less  dependent  we  are  on  foreij^ 
Powers  for  any  national  as  well  as  domestic  purpose,  the 
greater  and  more  stable  will  be  the  public  felicity.  By 
the  increase  of  domestic  manufactures  will  the  demandfiw 
the  raw  materials  at  home  be  increased,  and  thus  will  the 
dependence  of  the  aeveial  parts  of  our  Uiuon  on  each 
other,  and  the  strength  of  the  Union  itself,  be  proportMm- 
ably  augmented." 

Again,  in  his  message  of  December  2d,  1823,  he  says: 

"  Under  this  imprcswon,  I  recommended  a  review  of 
the  tariff,  for  tibe  purpose  of  affording  such  additional  pro- 
lection  to  those  articles  which  we  are  prepared  to  manii- 
factiu*,  or  which  are  more  immediately  connected  with 
the  defence  and  independence  of  onr  country." 
-  The  uniform  views  of  the  Executive  branch  of  cur  Go- 
vernment did  not,  however,  constitute  the  only  guariiiiy 
on  which  the  capitalists  relied  for  the  permanent  security 
of  their  investments  in  the  manufacture  of  salt.  In  the 
year  1818,  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Representative* 
was  cliarged  with  inquii  ing  into  the  expedicn*^  and  pro- 
prie^  rf repeaUng  or  reducing  the  duty  on  nh.  AAtr  a 
iwtient  and  full  examination  of  the  subject  hi  all  its  rehh 
tions,  that  committee,  through  its  chairman,  Mr.  I>wn£!es, 
pUced  its  veto  On  the  proportion,  in  which  the  Houk  of 
Representatives  coirairred.  Mr.  Crawford,  then  at  the 
head  of  tbe  Treasury  Department,  was  also  applied  to  (w 
his  opinion  of  the  policy  which  the  salt  duty  created  sod 
sustamed;  and  his  reply  to  tbe  House  of  Reprcsentativec 
was  deciMve  of  its  preservation,  so  far  as  the  opinion  of  tbit 
distinguished  statesman  could  influence  the  opinont  aod 
policy  of  the  country. 

At  this  period  the  most  sceptical  gave  up  their  doubts; 
the  most  timid  relinquished  their  Tears  of  an  oscillating 
poUcy  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  in  relation  to  ihe 
manuftcture  of  salt.  The  early  and  increased  protedioa 
given  to  the  home  production  of  this  indispensable  aitick 
by  the  first  and  fifth  Congresst  the  concurrent  opinioM  cf 
all  who  had  administered  the  Goremment,  from  its  femn- 
dation  upwards,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Jefierson'i  ex 
periment,  the  history  of  which  furnishes  ihe  most  obrioo 
security  against  its  repetition;  the  deliberate  detemuratwa 
of  the  Government,  in  1818,  to  render  the  countiy  in^ 
pendent  of  foreign  and  uncertain  supplies,  by  giving  pe^ 
manent  security  to  the  domestic  manufacture,  induced ibt 
OKMt  liberal  investments  in  bhU  making.  New  sources  of 
supply  were  sought  out:  old  establishments,  organiirdlc 
meet  tlie  presung  and  perhaps  temporaiy  demands  occa- 
sioned by  the  war,  underwent  extenBTcrenofvation,  adifA- 
ing  them  to  permanent  use  and  more  economical  open- 
tions.  New  establi^menta  grew  \ip  in  every  quarter,  lb- 
til  scarce  a  State  in  the  Uiuon  is  now  without  salt  Tuniaca 
or  salt  vats! 

During  the  revision  of  the  tariff  laws  in  1834  and  19^ 
no  serious  purpose  was  manifested  from  any  quarter  U 
reduce  or  abolish  tiie  protection  given  to  domestic  saht  k 
that  the  previous  confidence  reposed  in  the  apparenrlr 
settled  policy  of  the  Government  annually  anjuirrt 
strength,  and  led  to  correspontUng  expen^tures  in  thii 
branch  of  business. 

This  delusive  state  of  security  became  so  universal,  ihs", 
at  the  close  of  the  last  year,  tbe  investments  in  salt  makirf 
could  tiot  have  been  less  than  nx  millions  of  dtdlan;  ixr 
conldthe  immber  of  pertonaln  the  U^^ted  Stately  susisiiKii 
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by  tills  field  oF  industry,  huve  been  less  than  three  thousand 
six  hundredf  besides  their  families.  Even  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  session  of  Congresst  the  ^neral  in- 
dications of  security  were  increased.  A  motion  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  a  repeal  did  not  meet  with  the  usual 
courtesy  or  a  referen^,  but  wu  rejected  by  a  lai^  vote; 
it  was  reserved  for  a  period  of  the  inost  dnnispecbng  con- 
fidence, towards  the  end  of  the  ses»on,  when  the  p<^y 
of  altnoat  fbr^  years  was  suddenly  abandoned,  ana  pro* 
pcrty  probably  to  the  amount  ofwx  millions  of  dollarsaur- 
rendered  up  to  a  ruinous  competition  with  foreieners,  by 
the  passage  of  "  An  act  to  reduce  the  du^  on  salt." 

That  a  measure  so  disaatriMs  to  a  largfe  portion  of  the 
American  people  should  have  been  so  unexpectedly  re- 
solved upon,  and  so  speedily  executed,  was  as  much  a  mat* 
ter  of  surprise  and  of  inscrutable  mystery,  as  that,  of  the 
lonff  list  of  protected  articles,  the  one  entering;  into  the 
food  and  sustenance  of  ever^  human  beinr  in  the  country 
should  have  been  singly  seized  upon,  and  placed  almost 
without  the  pale  of  protection,  and  the  whole  community 
rendered  tn  a  great  measure  dependent  upon  the  preca- 
nous  and  fluctaiatine  resource  of  fiirajpi  supplies. 

Among  the  inoioents  eonneeted  with  oingreinonal  le> 
gislation  on  this  subject,  it  is  a  remarkable  ftet*  that  no 
petition  from  the  people  has  ever  reached  the  legislative 
hall,  ccHnphuning  of  the  salt  duty  either  aa  oppressive  or 
injurious  to  their  interests,  and  satisfactorily  shows  the 
lig-ht  in  which  they  have  regarded  tiiis  protection,  and  its 
tendency  to  secure  them  a  pure  and  che^  npply*  >nde- 
pciident  of  foreign  resources. 

That  the  extent  and  importance  of  the  salt  buuness  in 
the  United  States  may  be  in  some  measitfe  appreciated, 
ind  tiiaC  the  nuOiber  of  persons  engaged  in  or  dependent 
911  tliin  employment  may  be  more  iusUy  estimated,  a  tabu- 
lar  statement  is  appended,  marked  A,  principally  compil- 
;d  r rom  the  documents  accompanying  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Sepi-Qsentativea,  ondie^of  Febniatyt  1830,  vith  means 
■if  coxrection  aad  additions  derived  from  an  extensive  cor* 
•espondence  witti  gontlemen  eng^ed  iu  the  salt  buuness 
iiruugliout  tlie  Union. 

From  this  statement,  it  appears  that  salt  is  manufactui^ 
;d  in  greater  or  smaller  quantities  in  two  of  the  Territo- 
ries, Arkansas  and  Florida,  and  twenty  out  of  the  twenty, 
bur  States,  So  universal  are  the  resources  of  domestic 
talt,  that  no  quarter  of  the  Union  is  witliQUt  adequate 
neans  of  producing  it,  to  any  extent  which  present  or  fu- 
ure  deraaiuUmay  requircf  todso  equally  is  it  placed  with> 
n  the  reach  of  indusU^  and  enterprise  ^ong  the  whole 
:oMt,  and  from  Ontario  to  the  Si^ine,  that  no  protected 
Kjurce  of  national  wealth,  except  that  of  iron,  is  so  gene- 
ally  diffused  throughout  the  Union,  and  so  equalizes  the 
turdens  (if  any  shi^ild  result  from  the  fostering  policy 
litherto  pursued)  or  the  certain  and  extendve  benefits 
hat  must  follow  the  general  development  of  tlus  mineral 
reasure. 

The  act  of  the  29th  of  May,  2830,  althougti  levelled  at 
.  particular  article,  and  carrying  injury  to  the  community 
inly  to  the  extent  of  its  production  and  consumption,  can- 
lot  fail  to  produce  apprehennona  and  alann  in  the  minds 
if  all  who  are  engaged  in  tlie  great  bunneas  of  manufac- 
ui-ing*. 

Iron,  which  is  so  extennvely  consunied  in  the  salt  buu* 
CSS,  «s  to  render  it  probable  that  fhm  135  to  300  tons  of 
nnlleable,  and  from  380  to  400  tons  of  cast  metal,  ore  an- 
ually  required,  can  scarcely  sustain  the  protection  now 
ieldeci  to  it,  if  these  important  sources  of  demand  are 
rippled  or  destroj-ed, 

'I'tic  consumption  of  protected  cotton  and  woollen  fa- 
rics,  "-"d  of  sugar,  by  more  than  three  thousand  five  hun- 
rcd  persons  engaged  in  salt  making,  together  with  their 
mtlieA,  must  be  influenced  by  their  reduced  means  of 
ircli^''*^E-    Agriculture  and  plantings  alrea^  emplt^- 


ing  the  labor  of  the  country  in  excess,  must  feel  the  inju- 
rious consequences  of  converting  this  portion  of  our  peo- 
ple from  consumers  into  producers.  And  to  this  act  we 
may  safety  ascribe,  the  diminution  of  that  confidence  whidi 
alone  induced  the  enterprise  and  ca[utal  of  our  country  to 
embark  in  support  of  its  real  independeiwe,  by  freringu* 
from  reliance  -on  the  wwkihopi^  the  ore  banks^  and  salt 
ndnes  of  Etirope. 

The  abolition  of  one-half  the  ^ty  on  forefgn  sak  could 
not  have  resulted  from  any  supposed  incapacity  of  the 
coontry  to  produce  an  adequate  supply;  for  no  nation  pos- 
sesses so  great  a  variety  or  inexhaustHtle  sources.  Two 
thousand  milea  of  coast  is  waited  by  a  brine  yielding  a 
bushel  of  salt  from  350  gallons  of  water.  The  saline  dia> 
ttiet  of  the  interior  itretohes  from  Lake  Onondi«a,  in  New 
York,  to  Saline  Mce,  in  IxuiMana,  following  in  its  general 
course  the  Appalachian  range,  and  extending  to  a  breadth 
of  upwards  of  one  hundred  miles  frbm  the.westem  base  of 
this  chain  of  mountains.  At  various  places  throu^out 
this  vast  district,  the  sources  of  the  salt  have  been  pene- 
trated at  gfeat  expense,  and  raanu&ctories  eommeosurate 
to  the  extent  of  population,  and  the  wants  of  the  country, 
hJiTe  been  carried  on  witii  water  varjnng  in  strength  from 
forty-five  to  fmir  hundred  gallons  to  the  bushel. 

On  the  western  border  of  the  great  valley  of  the  Misn*' 
sippi,  tliis  important  minml  is  still  more  abundant,  pre- 
senting itself  at  additional  points  to  almost  every  explorer 
of  that  interesting  region.  And  the  Saline  lake  of  Louis- 
iana, the  salt  springs  of  Ouachita,  those  of  the  Illinois 
branch  of  the  Arkansas,  Boon's  salineaonthe  Misaouri, 
Lockhart'a  «i  the- I^emoyne,  the  almost  saturated  brine 
of  the  Neosho,  and  the  masses  of  salt  brought  from  the 
sources  of  the  Arkansas,  of  pare  quality,  strongly  attest 
the  value  and  importance  of  retaining  in  the  hands  of  tlie 
American  peo]rie  the  production  of  salt  for  their  own  use, 
as  Welles  from  the  prospect  of  its  forming  at  some  future 
period  an  important  branch  of  our  national  exports. 

Formerly,  the  argument  was  urged'  with  some  plauaibi- 
fity,  that  the  repeal  of  tfie  salt  duty  would  not  atf^  the 
manufectories  of  the  interior.  It,  however,  required  but 
a  slight  examination  of  the  course  of  the  Western  trade, 
the  multi|iIication  of  steamboats  on  the  Western  waters, 
and  tiie  disparity  between  the  ascending  and  - descending 
cargoes,  to  produce  un'iversat  conviction  of  the  destructive 
effects  of  such  a  measure  upon  the  salt  bwnness,  from  tlie 
Alleghany  to  Uie  Rocky  Mountains.  So  obvious  has  this 
result  become,  that  a  prominent  advocate  of  the  repeal 
has  placed  hia  recommendation  of  the  measure  on  the  ex- 
press ground  of  supplying  the  Western  States  with  foreign 
salt!  That  no  misconception  may  arise,  his  words  are 
given.  Speakmg  of  the  effect  of  a  repeal  of  the  duty,  he 
says: 

.  '*The  levee  at  New  Orteant  would  be  covered{  the 
warehouses  would  be  crammed  with  aaltt  the  barter  trade 
would  become  extensive  and  unirersal,  if  this  odious  duty 
was  supproMed.  A  bushel  of  com  or  potatoes,  a  few 
pounds  of  butter,  or  a  few  pounds  of  beef  or  pork,  would 
purchase  a  sack  of  aaltt  the  steamboats  would  bring  it  up 
for  a  trifle!  and  all  the  upper  States  of  the  great  valley, 
where  salt  is  so  scarce,  so  dear,  and  so  indispensable  for 
rearing  stock  and  curing  proviaon,  in  addition  to  all  its  va- 
rious uses,  would  be  cheaply  and  abundantly  nipplied  with 
that  article." 

This  ailment  proceeds  upon  the  ground  that  a  repeal 
of  the  duty  would  cheapen  the  commodity  to  the  consu- 
mer in  a  degree  equivalent  to  the  injury  to  be  inflicted  on 
the  manufacturer.  It  is  true,  tliat,  so  long  as  the  contest 
for  the  markets  is  well  sustained  by  importation  and  home 
production,  as  is  the  case  at  present,  salt  will  be  afforded 
throughout  the  country  at  its  minitnum  price.  It  is  now 
brou^t  to  the  United  States  almost,  it  not  altogether,  as 
baltost,  or  to  fill  that  tonnage  which  would  otherwise  re- 
tiyn  home  uncmpbyedf  but  if  ibp  eonflict  i»  yielded  by 
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the  Americsn  nunufiuHurers,  the  increased  demand  for 
foreign  wipplies  must  ininied»tel7  rise  tout  amount  beyond 
what  can  Iw  broiwht  in  tbia  way,  and  consequently  it  must 
come  eharifed  with  the  freights  and  pro6ts  or  ordinary  mer- 
i^wiTHit*)  and  imme^ately  rise  to  nzty  and  eighty  cents  in 
oarporti*  as  in  1807. 

Toe  present  supply  of  nit  in  the  United  States  presents 
the  most  conclusive  evidence  that  the  duty  on  importatioiw 
baa  augmented,  not  lessened,  the  quantity  in  markett  and 
that  its  redundancy  has  cheapened  the  article  to  the  con* 
aumer  below  what  a  repeal  of  the  duty  could  have  effect- 
ed. In  1800,  when  not  more  Uian  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  boahek  were  annually  made  at  home,  our  im- 
portations of  salt  amounted  to  3,441,819  buahela.  The 
total  population  of  the  Uiuted  States  then  was  5,303,666, 
which  gives  about  44  pounds  of  salt  as  the  yearly  consump' 
tion  of  each  person.  Salt,  during  that  year,  under  a  duty 
of  twenty  cents,  averaged  about  ux^  cents  per  bushel  at 
tiie  porta  of  delivery,  and  ranged  from  one  dollar  to  two 
debars  and  fifty  cent*  u  the  interior.  In  1807  and 
1808,  when  salt  waa  imparted  free  xii  duty,  and  before  the 
price  or  the  supply  was  affected  by  commcrciill  restric- 
tions, its  range  m  the  maritime  ports  was  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred  cents,  and  from  one  to  two  dollars  in  the  Western 
States. 

These  admonitory  fikcts,  contrasted  with  the  present 
state  of  supply  and  price,  at  once  demonstrate  the  fallacy 
fjit  locking  to  a  reduction  of  the  du^,  rather  than  to  com- 
petition in  the  markets,  for  the  cheapemng  of  thta  article. 
We  imported  bst  year  5,901,157  bushels,  besides  the 
.quantity  reshippedi  and  the  home  manufacture  for  die 
same  periocl,  according  to  the  information  collected  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  corrected  and  somewhat 
enlarged  by  private  correspondence,  amounted  to  4,444,- 
929  bushelat  which,  tf  our  population  amounts  to  twelve 
and  a  lialf  millions,  givea  a  consumption  of  44  pounds  to 
each  individual,  and  leaves  a  surplus  of  534,650  busheb 
in  the  hands  of  the  importer  and  manufacturer,  towards 
the  supply  of  the  succeetUng  year.  The  effect  upon  the 
price  or  value  of  any  commodity,  by  introducing  a  redun- 
dancy into  the  market,  is  familiar  to  all,  and  cannot  be 
more  stronrly  exemplified  than  in  the  present  instance. 
In  1807  and  1808,  when  salt  was  introduced  without  Ux 
or  duty,  but  only  commensurate  to  the  wants  of  the  coun- 
try, the  price  varied  at  the  moat  fiivorable  pdots  from 
fifty  to  one  hundred  cents.  Throughout  the  ^ar  1829, 
under  a  duty  of  twenty  cents,  it  has  averaged,  in  the  prin- 
cipal importing  towns,  about  for^^five  cents. 

In  the  Western  States,  the  mean  price  of  salt,  in  1807 
and  1808,  was  two  dulUrs  per  bushel.  In  1829,  the  price,' 
from  V'ttsbiirg  to  Natchez,  and  on  the  principal  tnbuta- 
ries  uf  the  Missisaippi  and  Ohio,  has  fluctu;ttcd  between 
thirty-seven  and  a  half  and  seventy^ve  cents.  Yet  those 
who  advocate  the  abolition  of  the  duty  proceed  upon  die 
Krcuod  of  cheapening  saU  to  the  omMiner!  and  of  ren- 
dering it  more  aoundvtt  in  die  interior  of  die  country. 

Recent  occurrences  have,  in  some  measure,  tested  the 
accuracy  of  these  concluntms.  The  Cincinnati  and  Louis- 
ville markets,  generally  well  supplied  from  the  Vu^ia 
works,  became  somewhat  bare  during  the  very  low  water 
of  the  past  autumn.  The  prioe  had  been  iteadily  kept 
down  to  forty-five  and  fifty  centsi  but,  on  the  first  appear- 
ance of  a  scardty  of  Kenhawa  sal^  the  holders  of  the  fo- 
reirn  commodity  put  it  up  to  eeventf  •five  cents  per  bu^el, 
and  would  have  continued  Oils  exorbitant  price,  liad  not 
the  Virginia  manu&cturcrs,  at  more  than  double  the  ordi- 
nary expense,  replenished  those  markets,  and  reduced 
the  article  to  its  accustomed  rate. 

The  American  duty  on  imported  salt  has  been  likeneil 
tathe^randgafteifeof  France,  which  reduced  the  con- 
sumption of  the  taxed  piovtncet  to  tune  and  one-Mith 
poundn  to  radi  individual;  and  to  the  Uh  de  «e  ^stem  of 
Great  Britain,  under  which  about  50,000  tons  of  taxed 


salt  were  consumed  b^  a  population  of  twelve  milUoin,  and 
uoder  wbit^  the  residue  of  the  demand  waa  supplied  by 
the  demoralizii^  pnctices  of  evadiiw  the  revenue.  Thoe 
hatefiil  taxes  were  not  impoaed  on  loreipt  aupplies  ool^, 
but  were  taxes  levied  on  aait  produced  within  those  n- 
apecdve  kio^mib  advancinf  the  priee  to  the  subject 
and  restraining  the  manufacturer  m  the  same  grienui 
proportion. 

With  the  tax  which  waa  payable  at  the  aalt^ana,  Najio- 
leOB  waa  enabled  to  ctmiplete  die  grand  entrance  intD 
Italy,  over  the  Simplon.  In  England  the  dirty,  amouat- 
ing-  to  93  33  per  bushel,  besides  the  cost  of  prodoetin, 
wm  paid  on  coonn^tion  within  die  Ungdall^  wlule  all 
aah  exported  to  forogn  eooBtriet  waa  exempted  fiin  lUi 
burdcnaome  imposition. 

The  striking  disunilari^  of  the  governmental  exaction 
in  Ffance  and  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  United  States  is 
manifest.  In  the  two  first,  it  was  made  the  eiyine  of 
dnuuing  finm  the  people  most  exorbitant  sums  of  money, 
and  of  cuminiriiing  the  amount  of  the  raanofactorci's  biua- 
nes^  in  the  same  ratioj  compelliiig  the  inhabitants  not 
only  to  reduce  the  quantity  made  and  consumed  at  hosne 
to  one-fourth  of  the  supply  eiyoyed  by  the  Americao  peo- 
ple, but  for  which  they  were  compelled  to  pay  aevcatmes 
the  price,  per  bushel,  which  the  article  conmuds  in  the 
United-States.  That  a  system  so  oppresnve  and  diw- 
trouB  to  tlie  working  classes,  both  of  namfiicturen  and 
consumers,  should  have  been  suffered  to  eziat  ao  kn^  is 
our  only  ground  of  surprise  except  the  mi^idar  conSoy 
deduced  irom  it  some  of  our  Icadiw  StartesnKa,  whs 
infer,  that,  beoauac  Engbnd  has  relieved  her  people  fna 
thoae  o£oua  burdens,  the  American  Government  oi^ 
to  Kive  up  her  citizena  to  the  rapadty  of  foreign  ohm 
and  exporters:  because  Great  Britain  has  relieved  her  s»- 
nu&cturersof  salt  from  the  most  oppresaire  rcatnim^ 
Concren  oiq;ht  to  withdraw  Us  proteetiiic  can  torn  oar 
infimt  cstablishmenU. 

The  Eng'lish  and  -French  internal  dnty  aaaS6tmfy  aad 
steadily  dimioiahcd  the  quantity  of  salt  maimftirtuitd  with- 
in those  kingdoms,  while  the  light  protecting  du^  of  the 
United  States  haa  as  uniformly  advanced  the  home  supply. 

In  1830,  the  marshals  reported  the  quantity  nanofitt- 
tured  in  that  year  at  1,149,735  boaheb.  In  18ST.  the 
quantity  manutacti4f«d  within  the  Uiuted  States  was,  oa 
careful  exanunation  of  ^ne  aidqec^  estimated  at  4all3,00b 
bushebi  and,  m)twith8tanding'theembanaaan|fa|>m«hei- 
sions  which  have  rebently  hun^  over  this  branch  of  \o6ia- 
try,  it  will  be  found  that  the  present  annual  product  (^nv 
salt  works  is  not  lees  than  4,444,939  busbek.  The  duty 
hitherto  paid  baa  effected,  as  has  been  abowu,  a  reductim 
of  price  to  the  consumer  in  every  part  of  the  UnioxL:  ia 
the  West,  by  placing  the' foreign  and  domestic  article  in 
such  fair  ctmipetition  as  to  reduce  each  to  its  ■unimoa 
prioet  in  the  East,  by  home  production*  and  hj  i  iiliiiin 
ao  great  aportion  of  ibrmgn  salt  frmn  the  Werteni  vatetib 
as  to  leave  a  large  surplus  along  die  wbole  Atlantic  her- 
der, by  which  the  price  has  been  there  reduced  from 
twen^^ve  to  fifty  per  cent,  below  what  the  coanno^ 
commanded  in  1807  and  1808,  when  impmtedfrec  of  dutr' 
Has  the  abippiDg  interest  suffered  by  this  protective  iv- 
gulatioD?  or  nM  t&e  exwbitancyof  the  duty  leanened  >i&- 
portadont?  From  the  year  171KI  to  1800,  induMve,  dK 
average  amount  of  fore^  salt  received  in  the  IJmtcii 
States  was  3,769,745  buriiels.  The  quaati^  impezted 
from  1801  to  1806,  indunve,  avetsged  3,750,622  buabeb. 
From  the  OMnmencement  of  1807  to  the  let  of  Jamiaiv. 
1814,  as  no  duty  was  collected,  no  evidence  of  the  quas- 
tity  brought  in  is  to  be  found  in  the  Treaaiuy  Dep«rttncn' 
But,  from  1815  tP  1830,  the  pn^resnve  incmsc  of  im- 
portation was  manifosted*.  and  the  avera^  increane  of  tbosr 
rix  years  amounted  to  4^001^855  buAds  per  nannw- 
From  1831  to  1836^  indumve,  the  imte  of  inocaae  was  set 
prrserved,  owing.  It  is  presnmed,  to  the  npid  OMiltipBcr 
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tion  of  domestic  nunuflkctoriest  but  the  mean  amount  for 
those  sis  years  was  but  little  short  of  Uie  avera^  of  the 
preceding  «x,  beinr  3,890,893  bushels. 

The  removal  of  uie  burdensome  restrictioi\s  from  the 
Kn^Iish  Bait  makers,  and  the  consequent  enlargement  of 
their  works,  so  increased  the  exports  from  that  country, 
that,  in  defiance  of  protection  and  dutien  at  home,  we  re- 
ceivcd,  from  the  1st  of  October,  1828,  to  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  following  year,  5,945,547  bushels  of  fo- 
reign salt;  and*  from  an  official  statement  receired  from 
the  Treasury  Department,  it  will  be  found,  that,  so  great 
was  the  importation  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  1829, 
thatf  changing  the  liscal  to  the  calendar  year,  the  salt  re- 
ceived into  the  United  States,  in  1S29,  amounted  to  tfie 
enormous  quantity  of  6,494,370  bushels. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  the  protection  heretofore  given  to 
domestic  salt,  so  far  frOBi  aiminishinr  our  foreign  trade  in 
that  article,  has  been  attended  wi£  a  regular  increue; 
and  that  our  commercial  marine  has  received  ait^ented 
employment  in  its  transportation,  while  its  carrying  trade 
has  diministied  in  almost  every  other  uiecies  of  merchan- 
dise; and  yet  it  Ins  been  the  policy  of  our  Government  to 
seize  the  moment  when  our  manufacture  is  in  its  first 
struggle  for  existence,  and  when  we  are  encountering  this 
appaUine  augmentation  of  ibreign  supply,  to  remove  one- 
half  of  the  protection  which  mamly  brought  the  salt  esta- 
blishments into  existence,  and  wraiout  which  thejr  must 
probably  fall  before  the  superior  capital  and  bcilities  of 
their  foreign  competitors. 

If  it  is  deemed  important  that  the  revenue  laws  shonld 
be  modified,  with  a  view  to  increase  the  employment  of 
American  tonnage  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  it  ia  humbly 
submitted  wliether  thg  experiment  can,  with  justice  and 
proprie^  be  confined  to  a  single  article  of  home  produc- 
tion. In  following  this  inquiry,  it  is  by  no  means  intended 
to  question  the  wisdom  and  propriety  of  saving  fromroin- 
oiis  competition  every  branch  of  manufacturing  and  pro- 
ductive industry  in  which  we  have  made  encouraging  ex- 
periments; but,  if  this  rule  is  not  to  be  preserv^  in  its 
general  and  beneficial  influence,  tlie  inquiry  occurs,  why 
IS  salt  selected  for  sacrifice?  Iron,  coal,  lead,  sugar,  and 
a  variety  of  other  articles,  present  themselves,  with  which 
our  vessels  could  be  more  profitably  employed  than  in 
transporting  salt,  as  these  would  pay  hi«ier  freights  in 
proportion  to  bulk,  and  which,  by  their  liberal  introduc- 
tion from  abroad,  would  really  lighten  the  burdens  which 
our  citizens  must  encounter  in  creating  and  preserving, 
(or  a  time,  any  important  branch  of  manufacture.  Lead, 
ill  bars  or  sticcts,  pays  a  dut^  of  three  cents  per  pound; 
in  sliot,  five  cents;  ground  in  ml,  or  formed  into  pipes, 
the  samci  which  protection,  we  should  suppose,  on  first 
view,  was  scarcely  needed  by  the  home  producer,  who 
vends  it  at  $3  50  per  hundred  along  the  banks  of  the  Uis- 
sissippi;  yet,  to  guard  against  an  Influx  disastrous  to  the 
owners  and  workers  of  lead  mines,  the  foreign  article  is 
excluded  by  a  duty  amounting  to  from  seventy-seven  to 
one  hundred  and  t'wen^-five  dollars  per  ton.  . 

Coal  pays  a  duty  of  six  cents  per  bushel,  and  iron  thir- 
ty-seven dollars  per  ton.  If  the  duty  were  reduced  one-! 
half  on  these  articles  of  primary  necessity,  they  would  fur- 
nish more  eligible  and  more  profitable  freights  to  our  ships 
returning  from  Uverpool,  wul  relieve,  to  a  much  ^cater 
degree,  the  burdens  of  taxation  so  loudly  complained  of 
by  tiie  advocates  of  a  ft^e  importation  of  salt,  ana  not  more 
seriously  affect  those  engaged  in  the  home  supply  than  the 
reduction  of  duty  does  uose  etuagcd  in  the  salt  b«de. 

Sugar,  now  paying  a  duty  of  from  three  to  twelve  cents, 
according  to  its  quality,  for  the  protection  and  encourage- 
ment of  our  Southern  fellow-citizens,  and  which  enters 
into  tlie  daily  consumption  of  every  &mily,  by  a  nmilar  re- 
duction of  the  duty,  and  upon  the  same  hypothesis,  would 
have  been  cheapened  to  all  who  use  it,  uiD  enlarged  the 
empb^rment  of  American  shipping  engaged  in  the  West 
Vol.  VIL— R 


India  trade.  Had  our  tarifT  laws  underwent  a  general  mo- 
dification, upon  the  prindple  applied  to  salt,  the  increased 
commerce  in  these  few  enumented  articles  might  alone 
have  essentially  dimiiushed  the  importation  of  that  article, 
by  attracting  commercial  operations  to  other  commodities 
within  the  range  of  diminution.  This  view  of  the  subject 
is  presented,  rather  to  show  tlie  extreme  injury  done  to 
one  particuhir  branch  of  domestic  industry,  than  for  the 
purpose  of  drawing  other  pursuits  into  the  same  vortex. 

It  is  certunly  a  subjecl  of  national  felicitation  to  witness 
the  development  of  die  rich  resources  of  the  Mississippi 
States  in  coal,  sugar,  iron,  and  lead;  and  no  pleasing  re- 
flection could  attend  the  contemplation  of  their  palsied  ef- 
forts and  hopeless  struggles  with  unrestnuned  foreign 
competition;  although  such  a  state  of  things  mif^t,  as  has 
been  shown,  prove  less  injurious  to  the  manufacturers  of 
stilt,  than  their  encountering  alone  the  undivided  force  of 
foreign  competition. 

Among  the  plau^ble  grounds  upon  whidt  the  salt  duty 
has  been  assailed,  the  quality  of  the  American  artide  holdb 
a  conspicuous  placej  and,  so  far  has  this  prejudice  been 
carried,  that  the  domestic  salt  is  believed  to  be  excluded 
.  in  preparing  provisions  for  the  navy,  and  perhaps  for  the 
army.  That  the  Western  salt  ia  sometimes  discolored  by 
combinations  of  ferruginous  matter,  is  &iiiiliar  to  all  who 
use  it,  and  with  many  it  is  a  mark  of  recommendation,  as 
it  identifies  the  commo<Uty  with  what  they  have  long  em< 
ployed,  and  with  the  excellence  of  which  they  are  well 
acquainted.  It  may,  however,  be  remarked,  that  the 
number  of  establishments  is  so  great,  that  various  degrees 
of  perfection,  in  the  preparation  of  salt,  necessarily,  and, 
perhaps  ineritably  exist,  and  lead  to  the  production  of 
some  of  inferior  quality;  but  this  is  the  invarta}>le  conse- 
quence of  every  branch  oS  burinesB  in  its  earlier  rtages. 
Time,  competition,  increannr  ex|ierience,  and  wholeiome 
inspection  lawi,  ue  r^iidly  ouounishing  the  production  of 
impure  ndt,  and  must  shoitly  banish  all  of  &at  grade  from 
the  markets. 

The  general  character  of  the  Western  salt,  and  particu- 
larly that  manufactured  on  the  Kenbawa  river,  will  not 
suffer  in  ccnnparison  with  that  of  Lynuneton,  Introduced 
so  extensively  into  the  United  SUtes,  as  the  frequent  pre- 
ference given  by  purchasers  to  the  former  abundantly 
proves.  Iff  however,  coarser  salt  is  really  necessary  for 
packing  aiJted  provisions,  it  requires  but  the  protecting 
agency  of  the  Government  in  favor  of  its  production  by 
solar  evaporation  to  extend  the  supply  to  any  desirable 
amount. 

The  enterprise  of  individuals  has  already  made  extenuve 
progreBi,  in  New  York*  in  tius  speines  of^  muiufacture,  in 
which  the  nze  of  crjrstiJ  and  purity  of  mineral  do  not  suf- 
fer in  comparison  with  the  best  sut  of  Europe;  and,  al- 
though this  expensive  mode  of  production  can  only  be 
sustained  through  ite  infancy  by  tue  fixed  and  permanent 
policy  of  the  Government,  it  requires  but  moderate  foster- 
ing to  bacome  as  general  as  the  sources  of  supply. 

Should  the  exigencies  of  the  country,  in  t&e  interim, 
require  a  relaxation  in  &vor  of  the  coarser  salt,  it  does  not 
follow  that  the  entire  manufacture  ought  to  be  surrender- 
ed; a  system  of  drawbacks,  remitting  the  duty  on  all  salt 
used  in  putting  up  pork,  beef,  and  fish,  would  remedy  the 
want  of  that  peculiar  article,  and  but  di^tly  affect  the 
general  operations  of  the  salt  business. 

The  unexampled  exclusion  of  American  salt  by  the 
Navy  Board,  can  only  be  accounted  for  on  the  ground 
tlut  those  gentlemen  have  acted  under  misrepresentatitm 
or  misapprehenaion  u  to  the  various  qualitiefl  of  our  do- 
mestic supply.  If  the  excluuon  had  been  linuted  to  the 
inferior  quality,  or  to  the  kinds  deemed  unfit  for  packiii|' 
and  preserving  barrelled  proviMons  on  long  vtwages,  it 
would  have  stimulated  to  the  production  of  the  kinds 
suited  to  those  speoal  purpoMS;  but  a  swiping  rejection 
can  only  (^rate  m  a  general  disparagement  of  our  own 
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salt,  and  the  ^tcoaraffement  of  any  attempti  to  meet  the 
want!  of  the  Govemonent. 

A.  review  of  table  Gdtovi  tu  how  deepfy  the  English  salt 
nwkers  are  interested  in  the  questions  under  conndera- 
tion:  althourii  salt  costs  fifty  per  cent,  bia^er  in  England 
than  in  the  West  Indies,  and  notwithstanmng  her  general 
exchiflion  of  the  products  of  our  agricirhure,  and  the  ex- 
cessive burdens  she  imposes  on  those  of  the  planting  States, 
we  imported  from  that  Icingdom,  between  the  30th  of 
September,  1898,  and  the  1st  of  October,  1829,  more 
than  one-lulf  of  the  fbreign  supply,  and  from  Great  Bri- 
tun  and  her  dependendea^  more  than  two4hirda  of  the 
nit  received  in  the  Ul^ted  States  fr>am  abroad. 

These  fiwts  also  demonstrate  how  much  the  importation 
of  this  article  is  governed  by  the  course  of  our  foreign 
commerce,  and  bow  little  by  the  price  at  the  place  from 
whence  it  comes»  or  the  vicinity  of  the  points  at  wluch  it 
is  produced. 

The  hct  may  not  be  genendly  known,  that  salt  in  Eng- 
land is  a  drug  at  the  price  for  which  it  u  sent  to  the  United 
Statest  and  from  which  it  follows  that,  as  soon  h»  the  vic- 
tory shall  be  achieved  by  the  importer  over  the  home 
manufacturer,  the  price  must  rise,  and  the  ten  cents  of 
duty  relinquished  here  wUI  be  a  bounty  of  like  amount  to 
the  foreign  producer;  and  can  it  be  the  policy  of  the 
American  Government  thus  to  sacrifice  her  citizens  to  the 
aggrandizement  of  British  capitalists,  or  to  destroy  from 
■tz  to  seven  nuUions  of  American  property,  under  the'de- 
luive  hope  of  obtaining  a  cheaper  supply  of  salt^  We 
trust  that,  before  this  perilous  experiment  is  made.  Con- 
gress will  reflect  that  capital  ip  trade,  if  excluded  from 
one  channel,  still  continues  active,  and  ftnds  employment 
In  another.  But  that  is  not  so  with  investments  in  this 
business;  tiiey  are  fixed.  If  the  salt  establishments  are  de- 
stroyed, the  annihilation  of  the  capital  is  as  complete  as  if 
boned  in  the  depths  of  the  ocean.  If  "the  cultivation, 
within  ourselves,  of  ^e  means  of  national  dcfcnce'iuid  in- 
dependence" has  not  lost  its  value,  we  yet  hope  that  the 
fostering  hand  of  Congress  will  not  be  witlidrawn  from 
this  important  branch  of  manufacttirc.  In  a  war  with  & 
maritime  nation,  it  must  he  principally,  if  not  altogether, 
relied  on.  The  condition  of  our  country  in  the  two  former 
wars  with  Great  Britain  cannot  but  be  recollected;  and  it 
must  be  remembered,  that  the  want  of  a  home  supply  of 
salt  was  feH  among  tiie  most  disastrous  results  of^  those 
atnig^cs.  What  was  found  more  essential  to  national  de- 
fence than  this  indispensable  means  of  supplying  and  pre- 
serving the  food  of  the  army  and  navy,  as  well  as  furnish- 
ing the  inliabitants  with  this  necessary  article  of  lift:^ 
What  nation  can  boast  of  independence,  that  relies  on  fo- 
reign countries  for  the  primary  articles  of  food^  In  the 
language  of  the  distinguished  gentleman  now  at  tlie  head 
of  uie  Government,  it  is  time  that  we  sfaoukl  become  a 
little  more  Americanized,  and,  instead  of  feeding  the  pau- 
pers and  laborers  of  England,  feed  our  own;  or  else  in  a 
^ort  time,  by  continuing  our  present  policy,  we  shall  all  be 
rendered  paupers  ourselves."  The  example  of  England 
herself  is  before  us.  In  the  whole  history  of  her  political 
economy,  no  instance  is  found  of  her  ever  having  once 
adopted  a  policy  for  acquiring  a  nianufiwture>  atid  ofter- 
waraa  chanrfRg  it  in  the  slightest  dc|^e.  The  conse- 
quence has  oeen,  that  she  has  never  failed  to  acquire  and 
establish  such  manu&cture,  however  unpromising  in  its 
commencement;  and  she  has  invariably  obtained  the  arti- 
cle manufactured  at  a  cheaper  rate,  and  of  better  quality, 
than  it  could  be  imported.  It  ia  owing  to  this  salutary 
fieaturc  in  her  policy,  more  than  to  any  other  circumstance, 
that  she  now  slan^  unrivalled  in  her  manufticturcs,  in 
commerce,  and  in  wealth. 

Some  notice  has  been  taken  of  a  supposed  monopoly 
among  the  manufacturers  of  salt  in  the  West,  to  increase 
the  price  of  the  article  to  the  consumer— a  suggestion,  as 
little  sustained  by  the  fiicts,  as  the  hypothens  tnat  a  repeal 


of  the  duty  will  not  affect  the  salt  makers  of  thit  rem. 
Abusneas  carried  on  on  almost  evenr  tribotatyJtk 
Ohio,  and  spread  ttrough  seven  or  eight  Slatei,  ii  nolm 
its  nature  susceptible  of  concerted  action  or  cotnbiiwl 
operation.  So  wild  a  project  waa  never  thought  (^nutk 
less  attempted.  If  the  imputation  is  directed  to  the  mm)- 
&cturera  of  salt  on  the  Great  Keuhawa,  it  is  cquiHy  viib- 
out  fonndation.  These  works  have  met  wiio  atumittil 
and  almost  overwhelming  compctitiou  in  aJaxiit  ill  the 
markets  which  they  have  supplied;  and,  durin^  tonic jon 
past,  a  part  of  the  manufacturecs,  to  supptf  thenHha 
with  the  means  of  carrying  on  thor  bumefli  and  torn 
themselves  fVom  the  threatened  ruin,  contncted  viA 
capitalists  fbr  the  sale  of  sak  which  they  made.  71m  mn- 
sure  resulted  from  a  want  of  ifdequate  {votectioii  on  lit 
part  of  Government,  and  the  consequent  eieess  of  al: 
introduced  into  the  Western  States.  Ttii  excess  Ix- 
yond  the  consumption  also  compelled,  at  i  moft  iLiious 
loss  to  the  trade,  the  abandonment  of  mnj  ah  vc% 
which  otherwise  might  have  been  profitiU;  cm^luyedin 
active  bunncss,  and  has  for  some  years  cflnAmntd  die 
manufiusturers  to  limit  their  production,  UtHim  nij» 
nous  disadvantage. 

These  certainly  were  not  measures  of  chew*,  Iwt « 
stern  necessity,  which  the  Government  only  could  bwe 
preventetl,  by  securing  the  home  market  to  the  home  p»- 
ducer.  During  those  years  of  difficulty  and  emtonw. 
ment  on  the  part  of  the  manufiicturers,  thej-  sold  ibtif  ^ 
at  very  reduced  ratea,  to  meet  theeiigennesundtrthia 
they  were  placed;  and  if  the  purchasers  nvwlcdthemstlia 
of  their  stock  on  hand  to  augment  the  price,  (whichoK* 
believed  to  have  been  the  case,}  no  part  of  the  proSti» 
cnied  to  the  salt  makers,  nor  had  they  any  tgtncs  in  tti 
subsequent  sales.    Tliey,  therefore,  cannot  btHtVnilt!i£ 


adequacy  —   ,   

reign  commerce.  Monopoly  on  the  Keiihtwa,  "*  * 
view  to  profit,  could  scarcely  find  a  place  in  llie  Tie*'  * 
the  manufacturers,  as,  with  a  very  moderate  dare  of  a- 
gaoity,  they  would  not  fail  to  perceive  tlie  efffcl  of  9Xi 
an  attempt.  Any  increase  of  price  beyond  whatT»» 
sential  to  the  carrying  on  of  their  business,  would  opflw 
more  efTecluaMy  as  a  bounty  to  the  minor  works,  tii»« 
a  source  of  gain  to  the  controlling  cstablishmenls;  »W 
every  increase  of  price  in  their  commodity  would  iffectfr 
ally  stimulate  the  production  of  others,  and  bring  iwrti*- 
supplies,  both  from  home  and  abroad,  into  the  iraiEct* 
for  which  they  were  competitors,  by  whicli  tlicirsH) 
wouW  inevitably  be  narrowed,  and  llirir  buantsir'' 
jndieed. 

At  present,  and  for  sBme  time  past,  the  sah  bo""^ 
has  been  more  methoilically  conducted.   With  a  i^t*  ^ 
abridge  the  expenses  which  accrue  in  effecting  s»!'*i 
for  the  purpose  of  sectiring  to  every  market  a  more 
stant  and  regular  supply,  an  agency  orftctortgchisor^ 
eflectcd,  which  is  no  less  advantageous  to  the  cons-r* 
than  the  maniifacf  nrcr.     The  factors,  as  is  usuti  :n  ■ 
CftBCB,  make  a  small  advance  upon  the  salt  dclivtrt<i " 
their  han<K  fi>r  the  twofold  pui-posc  of  seeming  thenar* 
facturer,  and  enabling  him  to  prosecute  his  "P^'l''^'' 
The  factor  is  then  bound  to  keep  a  constjinl  snd  sufi'^f; 
supply  in  all  the  markets  usually  frequented,  and, 
sales  have  been  made,  to  pay  over  to  each  naniinet'i",' 
pro  rata,  tJie  whole  proceeds  of  such  sales,  siibjtc! « ; 
to  the  deductions  of  the  ad\-ancc  payment,  the  eiptff'' 
incurred  in  reaching  the  markets,  and  a  smalt  coinn»** 
as  a  compensation  to  the  ngent.  Under  this  "W^B*"^? 
the  manufacturers  have  the  regtilation  of  the  prrf  »>'  ^ 
commoditv,  which  the  active  and  increa«ng  compt''^ 
in  the  We'st,  of  a  oecesmty,  keeps  at  its  minimum.  ^  ^ 

This  arrangement  secures  to  every  market »  ™' 
and  reduces  the  price  to  the  consumer,  by  diminKUi'^'S 
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expense  inseparable  from  an  agency  fur  each  establish- 
mciit,  and  obviates  the  inconvenience  of  individual  ihip- 
nwnt^  by  which  K>mc  markets  were  overstocked,  and 
othcn  inadequately  supplied;  but,  with  all  the  economy 
wb!ch  it  introduces  into  the  buuncas  of  vending  the  com- 
mixlity,  and  with  all  tlie  improvements  iii  process  of  pre- 
piirii)^  the  salt,  the  foreign  supply  along  the  Ohio  and 
Hiiisssippt  leaves  but  little  hopes  of  sustaining  the  com- 
pctitioH,  without  the  restoration  of  the  former  duty. 

The  amount  of  these  unportatlona  cannot  be  ascertained 
with  precision,  but  tlic  aggregate  may  be  approximated 
by  the  following  known  amounts,  shipped  from  Orleans, 
and  received  during  the  fore  part  of  tlie  present  year: 

At  Nashville,  and  on  the  Cumberland.  •  -  125,000 
At  Louisville,  and  above  the  mouth  of  Cumber- 

iind  river,   88,000 

At  Cincinnati,  and  above  LoiUflvHle,    -      -  55,000 

At  Ploreace,   35,000 

At  Hi^nill^   5,000 

Vn  the  Lower  Itinisdppi,  *nd  western  district 

ofTenneiBee,   13,000 

St  Louis  and  Cfppcr  llisrisai[^l,          -      •  45,000 


Total  bushels. 


■365.000 


The  deep  interest  which  Virginia  oug^it  to  feel  in  the 
preservation  of  her  salt  trade,  is  illustrated  by  the  leading 
and  successful  eftablisbmenta  on  the  Great  Kenhawa  and 
on  the  Holaton<  The  extent  of  the  operations  of  the  first 
is  evidenced  by  the  inspector's  returns;  and  of  the  latter, 
by  the  communications  of  General  Preston  and  Cdonel 
White.  The  aggregate  quantity  being  more  than  suffi- 
cient for  the  entire  population  of  Vii^nia,  at  forty-four 
pounds  of  salt  for  each  person,  and  fwraing  a  source  of 
wealth  and  independence  to  tiie  Coroflnonwealth,  unapprc- 
siable  in  the  minds  of  those  who  examine  with  care  the 
atcnt  causes  of  sational  proq>erity  and  in^vidual  hap- 
itness. 

The  amount  of  property  put  in  jeopardy  by  tlie  enact- 
nent  of  last  winter,  from  a  reasonable  estimate,  amounts 

0  from  six  to  seven  millions,  distributed  over  twenty 
itates.  The  number  of  persons  employed,  from  the  beat 
vidences  which  are  accessible,  are  believed  to  be  about 
lirce  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-three^  and  if  we  may 
stimate  their  fanuKes  as  avera^nv  four  members,  not 
rss  than  fourteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  twelve  per- 
>ns  are  now  depenclent  on  the  continuance  of  this  branch 
rindusti7t  surely  no  parental  Government,  ehsrged 
itb  the  destinies  of  a  nation,  can  (ail  to  give  the  most  ss 
ous  consideration  to  a  measure  affecting  such  a  mass  of 
-operty,  and  involnng  the  hapjnness  and  prosperity  of 
large  a  portion  of  its  peoplet  or  venture  upon  the  con' 
mmution  of  an  expenmeat  fraught  viUi  such  endent 
ingxjr. 

The  salt  buaness  rivals  no  one  of  the  great  springs  of 
tional  weaJth,  while  it  is  auxiliary  tosomeoftiie  highest 
portance.  It  does  not  draw  its  contributions  from 
lat  other  pursuits  might  develop,  but  brings  into  action 
c  brine  of  the  ocean,  and  the  sut  springs  fed  from  the 
wds  of  the  eutii,  which  otherwise  would  rem»n  va- 
;]efls. 

I'he  shock  which  has  been  given  to  this  mass  of  proper- 
and  to  the  employment  and  resources  of  so  many  of 
r  people,  is  felt  throughout  the  Union,  and  can  only  be 
ested  by  the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  act.  It  has  not 
:  eommeneed  its  operations)  investments  have  not  yet 
:n  made  with  a  view  to  its  provision^  .And  its  repeal 
mot,  therefore,  prejudice  the  interests  of  any. 
inder  the  liberu  patronage  of  the  Government,  and 
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with  the  unlimited  resourees  which  are  possessed,  the  salt 
bunness  must  extend  itself  until  it  reaches  the  limit  by 
which  every  manufiicture  must  be  bounded — the  ultimate 
demand  on  the  one  ^de,  and  the  minimum  price  of  a 
living  profit  on  the  other^  iroproring  in  quuity  as  the 
liglits  of  science  and  the  aids  of  experience  sliall  shed 
their  influence  over  its  operations,  and,  ere  long^  giving 
a  cheaper  and  better  commodity  tot  the  consumption  m 
the  American  people,  than  fmeign  States  can  sup^y,  as 
ia  DOW  measurably  illustrated  b^  the  Kenbawa  vrmrkM, 
whose  capacity  for  production  u  fully  adequate  to  the 
wants  of  the  whole  Western  States,  should  tsrcumstances 
warrant  the  exertion  of  their  resources. 

But,  if  once  destroyed,  the  toss  is  irretrievable.  If  the 
modern  doctrine  of  free  trade,  taught  by  those  whose 
manufactures  are  advanced  bep^ond  competition,  and 
pressed  upon  those  whose  establishments  must  be  annihi- 
lated by  its  adoption)  is  to  mark  the  coarse  of  our  Govern- 
ment, uie  consequence  must,  in  our  humble  judgments, 
be  the  prostration  of  every  manufacture  wtuch  our  people 
have  attempted,  and  that  of  salt  among  the  earliest  sacri- 
fices. The  lessens  of  experience  may  come,  but  they 
will  come  too  late;  for  statesmen  cannot  rebuild  by  legis- 
lation what  their  laws  have  destroyed;  as  all  must  be 
aware  that  when  a  manufiicture  is  once  abuidoned  by  the 
policy  of  the  Goremment  whose  protection  gives  it  enst- 
ence,  or  whose  fostering  care  gave  it  extension,  confidence 
is  at  an  end;  and  prudent  men  will  not  risk  their  o^hal 
when  they  see  it  has  been  lost  by  a  change  of  opiiuoD 
wlucb  may  again  occur,  and  overwhelm  than  in  the  ruin 
of  a  new  experiment. 

The  earnest  consideration  which  the  manufacturers  of 
salt  in  the  county  of  Kenhatf  a  have  given  to  this  subject, 
satisfiea  them  of  die  ctHrectness  of  the  facts,  and  the  accura- 
cy of  the  conclusions  which  they  have  urged,  and  constrains 
them  to  address  themselves  for  relief  to  the  wisdom  and 
justice  of  Congress,  with  the  confident  prayer  and  ez- 

Eectation  that  uie  poUcy  in<^cated  by  the  enactment  of  the 
.st  sesnon  will  be  reviewed  and  retraced,  and  the  duty 
on  foreign  salt  restored  at  least  to  its  former  amount. 
They  ii/^m  it  unnecessary  to  remonstrate  against  a  fiutiier 
reducti<m  of  the  impost,  because  they  are  satisfied  that  no 
state  of  things  can  arise,  in  which  Uie  representatives  of 
the  people  aud  the  States  can  be  induced  further  and  more 
rapidly  to  crush  the  important  establishments  of  the  country. 

Unanimously  concurred  tn  at  a  numerous  meeting  of 
the  manii&cturers  of  salt,  held,  in  pursuance  of  public 
notice,  at  Terra  Satis,  in  the  county  of  Kenhawa,  m  the 
32d  day  of  October,  1830]  and  subscribed  fbr  and  on 
their  behalf,  and  by  their  order. 

JOEL  SHBEWSBURY,  Cimrman. 
Akdkst  pAiKs,  Sea-dary. 

CURBENT  COINS. 
Iv  Sbwati,  Dxexxnn  15,  1830. 
Hr.  Sastobd,  fivm  the  select  comnuttee  anwinted  to 
consider  the  state  of  tiie  current  cinns,  and  to  repeat 
such  ameiHlments  of  the  existing  laws  concerning  cdns 
as  nuiy  be  deemed  expedient,  made  the  following  report; 
The  coins  now  in  the  United  States,  and  the  bonk  notes 
now  circulating  as  money,  are  estimated  to  amount  to  about 
one  hundred  millions  M  ddUrs.    The  coins  are  estimated 
to  amount  to  about  twenty-three  milKons  of  doUarsi  of 
which  sum,  it  is  estimateo  that  about  fifteen  nullioas  of 
dollars  are  held  by  the  banks,  and  about  dght  millions  of 
dollars  are  in  circulation  among  tiie  people.  The  bank  notea 
in  circulation  are  estimated  to  amount  to  about  seventy- 
seven  millions  of  dollars.    The  amount  of  monejr  in  circu- 
lation amone  the  people  i^  accordingly,  about  eighty.five 
nullions  of  dollars,  consisting  of  about  seventy-seven  mil- 
lions of  bank  notes  and  about  eight  nullions  of  c<»ns. 
The  turn  of  fifteen  nuUkmi  of  doDan  of  cdns  is  the 
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estimated  avenge  of  the  coins  held  by  the  banks,  for  seve- 
ral years  prececung-  this  time.  The  banks  in  the  principal 
seaports  have,  at  this  time,  an  unusual  quantity  of  coins; 
and  the  amount  of  coins  now  Iield  by  those  banks  is  much 
greater  than  the  sums  which  Uiey  have  generally  hfeld. 

Ofthe  sum  of  seventy-aeven  millions  of  dollars  of  bank 
notes  In  circulation,  it  is  estimated  that  about  one-half  con- 
Hsts  of  notes  for  sums  exceeding  five  dollars,  about  one- 
fourth  of  notes  for  five  dollars,  and  aboiit  one-fburth  of 
notes  for  sums  less  than  five  dollars.  The  notes  for  sums 
less  than  five  dollars  are  chiefty  for  one  dollar,  twodollars, 
and  tiiree  dollars,  and  a  great  portion  of  them  consists  of 
notes  for  one  dollar. 

The  power  to  establish  banks  is  claimed  and  exercised 
by  the  Government  ofthe  United  States,  and  also  by  each 
of  &e  States.  There  are  now  in  the  United  Stetes  about 
five  hundred  incorporated  banks,  and  the  number  i>  an- 
nually increased. 

Tlie  public  revenue  of  the  United  States,  and  of  every 
one  of  the  States,  is  collected  and  disbuned  almost  wholly 
in  bank  notes. 

The  coins  held  by  the  banks,  and  in  circulation  among 
the  people,  are  silver.  All  the  coins  in  common  circulation, 
and  most  of  those  held  by  the  banks,  are  half  dollars  and 
the  minor  silver  pieces. 

We  have  no  gold  coins  in  circulation. 

.Hu  country  has  never  determined  that  either  gold  or 
silver  should  be  used  as  money,  in  exclusion  of  the  other 
metal.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States  evidently 
contemplates,  in  the  power  conferred  upon  this  Govern- 
ment, to  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof  and  of 
foreign  ccnns,  and  the  restriction  imposed  on  tile  States 
to  make  nothing  but  gold  and  nlver  coins  a  tender  in  pay- 
ment of  debts,  that  the  numey  of  thi%  country  shall  be  gold 
and  silver.  Our  lystem  of  money,  established  in  the  year 
1793,  fully  adopts  the  principle  tnat  it  is  expedient  to  coin 
and  use  both  metals  as  money;  and  such  has  always  been 
the  opinion  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  fact  that  we  have  no  gold  coins  in  ua%  is  not  the 
intended  effect  of  our  institutions.  It  has  resulted  from 
too  low  a  valiution  of  gold  in  respect  to  ulver  when  our 
i^stem  was  establislied,  and  a  progressive  rise  in  the  rela- 
tive value  of  gold  since  that  time.  By  our  sj-stem,  tiie 
two  metals  are  coined  upon  the  basis  that  one  pound  of 
gold  is  equal  in  value  to  fifteen  pounds  of  silver;  and  all 
our  coinage  of  the  two  metals  has  been  executed  in  con- 
formity to  this  relative  valuation.  This  proportion  was  too 
lowBvaluatioottf  gold  intlie  yeai- 1793;  audit  is  certainly 
much  too  low  a  vuuMion  of  gold,  in  relation  to  silver,  at 
this  time.  Our  gold  coins,  being  much  underrated  in  re- 
m>ect  to  silver,  have  never  had  any  general  circulation  in 
the  country;  they  have  ceased  to  be  used  as  money;  they 
are  merely  merchandise,  purchased  by  a  considerable  pre- 
mium over  nlver;  and  they  are  used  in  manu&ctures,  or 
exported  to  Europe. 

Our  public  coinage  of  ^Id  is  jiow  wholly  without  any 
public  benefit  Wc  prohibit  and  punish  all  private  coin- 
a^  of  gold;  we  odn  this  metal  at  tiie  mint,  upon  a  prin- 
ciple which  does  not  permit  it  to  circulate  as  money;  and 
we  pajr  the  expense  of  this  useless  coinage.  In  practice, 
this  coinage  anbrds  a  facility  to  the  possessor  of  gold  bul- 
.  lion,  since  it  enables  him  to  employ  tlic  mint  to  weigh  and 
assay  his  bullion,  and  to  divide  it  into  very  convenient 
portions  without  expense  to  himself.  When  the  ctnns  are 
received  from  the  mint,  they  are  sold  for  their  value  aa 
hulUon;  some  of  them  are  used  in  manufactures,  and  the 
greater  pai-t  are  exported.  If  we  will  not  recti^  the  legal 
proportion  between  the  coins  of  the  two  metals,  we  ought 
to  abolish  tiie  coinage  of  gold,  save  a  useless  expense,  and 
leave  gold  to  be  treated  like  other  metals  not  coined  as 
money. 

Each  ofthe  two  metals  is  peculiarly  convenient  for  pur- 
poses to  which  the  other  is  not  well  adnpted.    Silver  is 


divisible  into  pieces  of  small  weight  mid  smslt  ttiw,  irj 
is  convenient  for  payments  of  moderate  amount,  but  is 
very  inconvenient  when  large  sums  are  p«d  or  trimpri- 
cd.  Gold,  containing  the  greatest  value  in  the  5iniilt<t 
compass  and  weiglit,  cannot  be  well  used  in  pieces  suffi- 
ciently small  for  very  small  payments,  but  is  eminci.tl_« 
convenient  for  large  payments  and  lon^  tnmpwtatim. 
Tliese  difTcrent  advantages  cannot  be  enjt^ed  wrtlmt  riic 
use  of  both  metals:  neitnermctal  can  be  oDnrenienilrtiscd 
as  a  measure  of  value,  in  the  form  <^  bidKnit  ind  ^lica 
only  one  of  the  metals  is  coined,  the  great  eonTtnicncc  of 
using  the  other  in  the  form  of  coins  is  deiued. 

If  both  metals  are  ctrined,  they  must,  to  rendtr  ".htm 
entirely  convenient,  be  arranged  intooneststtm  ofmiintt; 
and  the  value  which  each  metal  bears  in  rebtioD  toilic 
other,  is  the  bass  upon  which  the  connenoo  of  Ae  tn 
spedes  of  coins  must  rest.  But  these  mettl^  1hn|^i  ht 
less  variable  in  value  than  other  thin^  ue  nbjrrt  lo 
variation;  and  the  two  species  of  corns  wiU  not  eircuhlc 
together,  unless  their  relative  value  is  vciyneirljiAjttstcd 
to  the  relative  market  value  ofthe  two  mebib.  Tokcuk 
the  use  of  the  two  species  of  coins,  the  reUtive  nlue  of 
the  two  species  of  meta!a  roust  be  adapted  HtlieithiiK 
value  of  the  two  apedca  of  coins;  and,  for  the  am  pa^ 
poae,  ttie  relatave  ralue  of  the  two  species  of  cmfis  muitbe 
changed  when  any  conwderabic  chwige  in  tiie  rtl>ti« 
value  of  the  two  metals  takes  pbce.  The  rehtrre  nix 
of  gold  and  nlver  at  any  time  may  be  sufficientlv  ucn- 
twned;  the  twcapecies  of  coins  may  be  adjusted  to thil 
relative  value;  ana  auch  an  adjustment  will  securt  Uk 
of  the  coins  of  both  metals,  ao  long  as  the  rehtivc  nrkfl 
ralue  of  the  two  metals  dudl  cimtinue  aeariy  the  m«  ™ 
the  legal  proportion  of  the  coins.  Whenatepljaciww 
is  establiahed,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  how  lonf  the  t» 
tive  market  value  of  the  two  metala  will  continue, 
material  variation;  but  experience  has  sbono  thttiu'-> 
ble  adjustment  will,  in  ^neral,  secure  ade^uile  ported 
of  the  two  species  of  com  during  a  long  pcnod. 

Minute  variations  in  the  relative  value  of  goU  ""i."^ 
occur  without  end.    They  result  from  flocbiatioai  a  » 
demand  or  the  supply  of  die  renccttre  iB^^t^,"*' 
generally,  of  ihott  duration!  and  tiiey  are,  in  grnenl,  v 
brations  which  compensate  each  other,  and  leave  t!ie »» 
rage  of  relative  value  unvaried.    Such  fluctuitioosKry 
little  disturb  the  concurrent  circulation  of  the  t»o9«*[ 
of  coins;  and  even  greater  flnctuatioos  mr/  occw, 
still  leave  a  sufficient  supply  of  the  coins  of  each  mew  > 
circulation.    When  a  disparity  in  relative  rahie,  betntt 
the  two  species  of  coins  and  the  two  netals  in  boSicr' 
occurs,  a  premium  on  the  underrated  coins  roBoK*.  ^ 
this  premium  is  an  inconvenience;  but  while  the  pn^ 
is  small,  it  may  leave  an  adequate  supply  of  that  sf^ 
coins.    While  the  coins  of  either  metal  may  be  e»si!y<* 
tabled  by  coins  of  tlie  other  metal,  th^  general  uWi^!' 
the  two  species  of  coins  is  attained;  and  Toriatjon! 
do  not  defeat  tiiat  object  are  of  littie  moment.  Tlitf*- 
gree  of  hamony  between  the  cdna  of  the  two  in(t»>> 
entirely  attainable,  and  u  sufficient  for  practial  come- 
nience.  Those  coiuiderable  and  durable  variation*, 
after  a  due  adjustment  of  the  coin-s  arc  sufficient  lo 
either  species  of  coins  from  currency,  are  of  slow  prcgrc*- 
When  they  take  place,  Uie  remedy  is,  to  act  ap^n  "P" 
the  principle  which  led  to  preceding  adjustmente. ««' 
eonfonn  tbecouu  to  the  actual  relative  value  of  uk"' 
metals. 

The  necessity  of  occasional  adjustments  is  a  small  inctfj 
venience  wlien  compared  with  the  great  incoiiTenieWt 
usingonly  oneof  the  metals;  and  Midi  liaaUten  tiwe^i* 
rience  of  mankind.  _  . 

Our  money  ntnr  in  use  is  bank  notes  and  silver,  w-,' 
notes  are  pressed  into  every  channel  of  drcuhtjon;  w*^ 
though  no  man  a  legally  bound  to  recdve  tiieit^  ihty-- 
gcnctvlly  ra<xived.  So  great  is  the  amount  of  buk  n^' 
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in  circulation,  so  widely  are  tliese  notes  Effused  through 
our  extensive  country,  and  so  much  is  silver  banished  from 
circulation,  that  the  option  to  demand  silver  is  not  within 
tlie  reach  of  the  great  body  of  the  people.  The  creditor, 
au(i  especially  tlie  poor  man,  who  can  neither  wait  for  pay- 
ment nor  «)  to  ft  hknfe  to  demand  silver,  accepts  the  bank 
notes  which  are  offered  to  him,  not  because  he  prefers 
them  to  ntrer,  but,  in  a  multitude  of  cases,  because  he  is 
in  effect  constrained  to  accept  them  or  nothing.  One  of 
many  causes  wliich  swell  this  torrent,  and  impose  upon  the 
people  a  species  of  necesn.^  to  use  paper  money,  if  the 
want  of  gold  coins. 

Gold  and  silver  have  intrinsic  value  in  all  times  and  all 
circumstancest  and  coins  of  these  metals  are  money  in  all 
the  exigences  of  men  and  societies.  Credit  it  *  substitute 
for  money;  but  it  is  a  substitute  dependent  upon  local 
And  temporary  opinion  and  the  casualties  of  human  affairs, 
and  is  liable  to  great  abuses.  The  corns  should  be  such, 
tliat  when  credit  is  substituted  for  gold  and  silver,  cither 
of  these  metals  may  still  be  used  by  all  who  do  not  choose 
to  give  credit;  and  still  more  b  it  necessary,  when  credit  is 
impwred  or  destroyed,  that  gold  and  silver  should  readily 
take  its  place.  Whether  a  country  has  paper  money  or 
not,  the  system  of  coins  should  be  the  same.  All  paper 
money  conusts  in  promises  to  pay  coins;  and  the  coins  for 
which  promises  are  issued,  should  be  such  as  sound  prin- 
ciples require  where  no  paper  money  exists. 

Bank  notes  are  frequently  received  in  preference  to 
silver,  when  gold  coins  would  be  more  convenient  or  de- 
sirable than  bank  notes.  In  such  cases,  gold  would  be 
used  if  it  could  be  ptocurcdt  and  it  should  be  attainable. 
To  refuse  to  coin  gold  for  tiie  sake  of  paper  money,  or 
because  paper  money  occupies  a  place  which  gold  would 
fill,  woutd  tie  a  mischievous  error.  A  bad  state  of  the 
coins  is  a  great  evil;  but  when  such  a  state  of  the  coins  is 
continued,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  use  of  paper 
money,  the  end  is  pernicious,  and  the  means  are  an  abuse 
of  power.  Our  banks  have  the  right  to  pay  their  notes  in 
silver;  and  they  ought  not  also  to  enjoy  the  advantage  of 
an  entire  banishment  of  gold  cinns  from  the  United  States. 
There  will  surely  be  su^eient  scope  for  the  circulation  of 
bank  note^  when  the  coins  which  they  do.  not  expel  fVora 
use  shall  consist  partly  of  both  metals:  and  if  it  is  the  inte- 
rest of  the  banks  that  we  should  tiave  no  gold  coins,  the 
public  interest  of  the  countir  is,  that  we  should  have  coins 
□f  gold  as  well  as  coins  of  silver. 

If  the  slow  and  gradual  variations  which  take  place  in 
Lhe  values  of  gold  and  silver,  are  an  objection  to  the  use 
3f  both  these  metals  as  money,  far  greater  ia  the  objection 
:o  paper  money  issued  in  such  quantities  as  must  necessa- 
*ily  produce  great  fluctuations.  Strange,  indeed, -must  be 
liat  policy  which  can  tolerate  five  hundred  different  kinds 
»f  piiper  money,  and  cannot  tolerate  both  gold  and  silver? 
.vliich  cannot  endure  the  instability  of  the  precious  metals, 
ind  can  submit  to  the  great  derangement  of  values  pro- 
luced  by  cxccsnve  and  fluctuating  issues  of  bank  notes. 

The  power  to  coin  money  and  regulate  Its  value,  resides 
jxcluslvely  in  tlie  Government  of  the  United  States.  Our 
laper  money  la  issued  by  a  multitude  of  banks  established 
ly  different  authorities,  and  under  no  common  control; 
ind  when  we  do  not  suffer  the  evil,  we  arc  constantly  ex- 
loscd  to  the  danger  of  excessive  issues  of  bank  notes. 
Vherc  the  circulating  coins  are  both  gold  and  silver,  pa- 
>c-r  money  is  less  used  than  it  is  where  all  the  coins  are  of 
ilver;  and  the  currency  of  gold  coins  in  our  country  will 
end  to  repress  this  constant  tendencjr  to  excess  of  paper 
noney.  So  far  as  tlic  use  of  gold  coins  in  addition  to  sil- 
er  may  counteract  this  excess,  the  effect  will  be  benefi- 
ial.  If  all  our  banks  were  upder  the  control  of  one 
lovcmment,  the  use  of  gold,  as  well  as  silver,  in  coins, 
-ould  be  a  most  salutary  clicck  upon  excessive  issues.  In 
le  actual  state  of  our  paper  money,  it  is  much  more  nc- 
essary  that  this  check  should  exist  and  opcnte;  and  the 


Brst  step  to  this  object  is  the  due  exercise  of  the  power 
to  coin  gold  and  silver.  The  coinage  of  both' these  metals 
is  not  only  dictated  by  the  sense  of  the  constitution  and 
the  soundest  principles  of  public  economy,  but  is  also  re- 
quired by  the  condition  of  our  paper  mone^:  and  this 
measure  entrusted  solely  to  this  Government,  is  one  of  its 
high  duties  to  the  counby. 

■  Whether,  therefbre,  we  consider  this  question  upou 
principles  which  should  pre\-ail  in  all  times  and  all  eoun- 
tiies,  or  in  reference  to  the  peculiarities  of  our  own  con- 
dition, it  is  expedient  titat  we  should  own  and  use  gold  as 

well  as  silver. 

While  wc  have  so  much  paper  money,  we  cannot  have 
any  great  quantity  of  the  precious  metals  in  use,  as  money  ( 
and  while  this  extennve  use  of  paper  money  riiall  con- 
tinue, an  adjustment  of  the  relative  value  6f  gcdd  and 
silver  will  not  bring  much  gold  into  drculation.  Still,  the 
necessary  adjustment  shoiim  be  made.  No  man  can  fore- 
see how  far  the  present  course  of  issuing  paper  mon<^ 
wiH  proceed,  or  how  long  paper  money  m  its  present 
forms  and  abundance  will  be  tolerated.  Whatever  may 
happen  in  respect  to  paper  money,  the  precious  metau 
should  always  be  coinea,  and  a  sound  ^stem  of  coins 
should  be  in  constant  operation,  to  the  end  that  whether 
paper  money  should  be  used  or  not,  and  whether  the 
amount  of  our  coins  shall  be  great  or  small,  a  portion  of 
them  may  consist  of  gold,  and  another  portion  of  silver. 

By  absolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  29th  day  of  De- 
cember, 1828,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed 
to  ascertain,  with  as  much  accuracy  as  posnble,  the  propor- 
tional value  of  gold  and  silver  in  relation  to  each  odier; 
and  to  state  such  alterations  in  the  gold  coins  the  United 
States,  as  may  be  necessary  to  conform  those  coins  to  the 
silver  coins,  in  true  relative  value.  On  the  4th  day  of 
May  last,  the  Secretai-y  made  a  report  to  the  Senate.  This 
TEJT  able  report  presents  a  mass  of  facts  and  statements 
which  are  highly  important;  and  among  the  papers  an- 
nexed to  it,  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gallatin,  which  is  incsti- 
tnablc,  for  sound  and  jiist  views  of  the  use  of  gold  and 
silver  as  money. 

By  our  sj-stem,  the  expense  of  coining  both  pold  and 
silver  is  defrayed  by  the  Got'crnment;  and  the  coins  them- 
selves are  not  subjected  to  any  charge.  He  who  brings 
goldors'lvcr  to  the  mint  to  be  coined,  receives,  Hi  return, 
the  same  quantity  of  pure  metal  in  coins  which  he  delivers 
to  the  mint  in  bullion.  The  proportional  value  of  the  two 
metals  in  our  coins  ^ould,  therefore,  be  the  relative  in- 
trinac  value  of  pure  gold  and  pure  silver. 

ft  has  been  sii^ested  that  it  may  be  expedient  to  coin 
our  gold  in  a  ratio  to  silver  of  one  or  two  per  centum  less 
than  the  relative  market  value  of  gold  to  silver;  but  this 
idea  is  inadmissible.  The  end  of  cwning  the  two  metals 
is,  that  they  may  circulate  together;  that  every  person 
who  has  coins  of  either  silver  or  gold,  may  easily  exchange 
them  for  coins  of  the  other  metal;  and  tliat  the  people 
may  enjoy  the  advantage  of  using  rither  species  oi  coin5, 
according  to  convenience  or  pleasure.  To  attain  this  end, 
the  two  metals  must  bear  the  same  relative  value  in  coins 
which  they  bear  as  bullion.  Where  gold  biUlionandsilver 
bullion  are  wanted,  they  arc  supplied  in  suitable  propor- 
tions, according  to  the  demand  for  each  metal;  and  where 
gold  coins  and  silver  coins  are  adjusted  in  value  to  the 
relative  mai-ket  value  of  the  two  metals,  the  due  portions 
of  tiictwo  species  of  coins  are  determined  by  convenience 
and  utility.  A  legal  proportion  ^fTerentfrom  the  relative 
market  value  of  the  two  metals,  banishes  the  coins  of  the 
underrated  metal  from  circulation,  or  confines  them  to 
partial  use,  with  a  premium  over  the  coins  of  the  other 
metal,  and,  thcreTore,  either  defeats  the  object  of  a  legal 
proportion,  or  abridges  its  benefits.  If  it  is  expedient 
tliat  both  metals  should  be  used  in  coins,  both  species  of 
coins  shoultl.  circulate  freely,  and  without  the  embarrass- 
ment of  purchasing  one  by  a  premium  ^tpon  tlic  pthcr; 
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and  nather  of  them  should  be,  more  than  the  other,  m  sub- 
ject of  tnffic.  No  leeal  advantage  should  be  given  to 
either  metal,  in  the  retative  valuation  of  the  two  metals 
in'the  coim:  and  our  legal  proportion  should  be  the  true 
relative  value  of  gold  and  niver  in  the  United  States- 

The  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  is  found  in  the 
prices  which  these  metals  bear  when  they  purchase  each 
other;  and  an  average  of  a  great  number  of  prices,  du- 
ring a  considerable  period,  is  regarded  as  the  relative  value 
of  the  two  metals,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  pro- 
portional value  of  the  two  species  of  e<Hi». 

Statements  of  die  prices  of  gold  in  this  country  are 
annexed  to  Mr.  Ingfa^m's  report;  and  many  others  have 
been  obtained.  A  mere  average  of  all  the  prices  which 
appear  in  the  statements,  would  not  deserve  reliance  as  a 
true  expression  of  the  relative  value  of  the  two  metals, 
for  the  purpose  of  an  adjustment:  and  all  such  statements 
must  be  examined  with  ^reat  circumspection  and  attention 
to  many  drcunutances  m  order  to  deduce  from  them  sa- 
tisfiutory  evidence  of  thic  rdative  nhie  the  two  metals 
in  the  United  States, 

Our  KoM  coins,  the  g<dd  coins  of  other  countries,  and 
gold  inl)idlion,  arc  all  sold  and  bvught  as  bullion.  The 
prices  paid  for  our  gold  coins  are  expressed  very  nmply, 
by  the  premiums  on  tlie  nominal  value  of  those  corns- 
Gold  bullion  and  foreign  gold  owns  fluctuate  somewhat 
more  tlian  our  own  gold  coinsj  but  the  prices  of  all  of 
them  are  in  general  nearly  the  same:  ana  the  prices  of 
gold  in  all  its  forms  may  be  considered  as  expressed  by 
the  rates  of  preoiium  on  our  gold  coins.  An  examination 
of  these  premiums  will,  therefore,  sufSciently  compre- 
hend the  prices  of  all  gold  in  this  counti^. 

The  premiuma  paid  for  our  gold  coins  have  varied  much 
at  different  times;  the  lowest  premium  having  been  one 
per  centum,  and  tiie  highest  nx  and  three-fuuruis  per  cen- 
tum. Hiese  are  the  limiti  of  fluctuation,  aeoording  to  the 
statement*;  but  it  is  ascertained  that  in  some  few  instances 
the  premium  pMd  has  been  seven  per  centum. 

Our  gold  ciHas  are  considered  to  be  one-half  of  one  per 
centum  defective  in  weight  and  standard;  and  thu  allow- 
ance is  made  in  connexion  with  the  premiums,  in  the  cal- 
culations which  follow. 

Our  supply  of  gold  from  foreign  countries  is  constant) 
and  tlie  domestic  supply  from  the  Southern  States  b  now 
considerable.  The  demand  for  gold  in  tlus  country  is  far 
manufactures  and  for  exportation.  A  very  considerable 
quantity  is  used  in  manunctures,  and  the  demand  for  gold 
for  tliis  purpose  is  very  steady;  but  the  quantity  used  in 
manufactures  is  far  less  than  the  qii.intity  exported.  The 
chiL-f  demand  for  gold  is  for  exportation;  ami  thisdemand 
is  sometimes  great,  and  at  other  times  it  entirely  ceases. 
Hence  result  great  fluctuations  in  the  prices  of  gold  in 
tliis  country. 

One  principal  reason  of  these  great  fluctuations  in  the 

f trices  of  gold,  is,  that  we  do  not  use  gold  as  money.  Bui* 
ion  fluctuates  more  than  coins;  but  where  either  of  the 
precious  metals  is  used  as  money,  the  demand  for  coins 
tends  strongly  to  give  stability  to  the  value  of  that  metal, 
botli  in  coins  and  m  bullion.  If  there  were  a  steady  inter- 
nal demand  for  gold  coins  as  money,  in  addition  to  the 
demandsformanufacturesand  for  exportation,  there  would 
be  far  more  stobility  in  the  prices  of  gold  in  this  country. 

Another  cause  of  tiicsc  fluctuations  exists  in  fluctua- 
tions of  the  medium  by  which  gold  is  purchased.  Our 
money  in  use  is  silver  and  bank  notes;  far  the  greater  part 
in  bank  notcsj  and  the  amount  of  bank  notes  in  circula- 
tion is  sometimes  greatly  increased,  and  at  other  times 
greatly  reduced.  Tliesc  fluctuations  of  the  amount  of 
circulating  money  raise  or  reduce  the  prices  of  gold  as 
tliey  affect  all  other  prices. 

The  greatdemand  for  gold  is  for  exportation  to  Europe, 
and  especially  to  England)  and  this  demand,  mudi  more 
than  any  otlier,  gorema  the  prices  of  gold  in  the  United 


States.  When  gold  is  not  wanted  for  exportation  to  Eng- 
land, all  other  demand  for  it  is  so  Knail,  that  it  falk  in 
price  considerably  below  the  general  avenge  of  itsvala«; 
and,  excepting  the  otdinaty  &tBandfbr  mamt&cture^  fa. 
de  is  bought  or  sdd,  until  the  coune  of  cotnmerce  ^lin 
produces  a  demand  for  gold  for  exportation.  The  pnces 
of  gold  are,  therefore,  governed,  to  a  great  extent,  by  tbe 
current  rates  of  exchange  on  England;  gold  rising  in  price 
as  these  rates  of  exchange  rise,  and  nuling  as  tbcv  &IL 
When  exchange  on  Enriaod  is  kiw,  eold  is  so  tittle  in  de- 
man^  that  it  evidently  nils  much  beww  die  s«enlTela- 
tive  value  which  gold  bears  to  silver,  either'in  this  countiT 
or  in  Europe.  When  the  rates  of  exchange  on  Enghad 
are  low,  the  prices  of  gold  follow  the  prices  of  bilfa,  aad 
not  the  price  of  silver:  and  when  the  remittances  sre 
made  partly  in  bills  and  partly  in  gold,  tbe  price  of  gold 
is  still  detemuned  by  tbe  rates  of  exchange.  When  ex- 
cltange  and  gdd  both  rise  to  such  rate^  that  slrer  is 
exported  to  En^and,  the  two  metids  are  piMed  againA 
each  other  in  active  use,  and  gold  reomes  ha  vakiatioa 
in  respect  to  Klver  from  the  two  demands  far  naondac-  . 
tures  and  exportation. 

We  hare  thus  dtfferent  states  of  prices  of  gold;  one 
when  neither  of  tiie  precious  metals  is  exported;  another 
when  gold  is  exported,  and  nlver  is  not  exported;  and 
another  when  both  the  metals  are  expected. 

The  relative  valuation  of  the  two  inetdi  m  die  eoia* 
shoidd  be  such  that  neither  spedes  of  couw  will  be  ex- 
ported in  preference  to  the  other.  If  the  two  metals  are 
valued  in  the  coins  at  such  a  rate,  in  comparison  with  each 
other,  that  one  species  of  coins  is  exported  while  tbe  other 
remuns,  tbe  object  of  an  adjustment  is  not  attained.  Tbe 
existing  evil  for  which  we  seek  aremedy,  is,  that  mr  gold 
coins  being  underrated  in  respect  to  our  ulvcr  coins,  do 
not  circuli^aod  are  exported.  The  lower  prices  of  our 
gold  when  it  is  used  only  in  manufiuture^  donot  expre« 
the  relative  vahie  of  gold  and  nlver,  which  wUl  render  tbe 
coins  of  both  metals  equally  subject  to  exportation.  M 
average  of  all  the  premiums  on  our  gold  taken,  without 
discriniination,  is  three  and  seven-eighths  per  centum:  sad 
we  know  with  certainty  that  gold  is  exported  to  Eieiuid 
in  preference  to  silver,  and  with  more  profit,  until  tbe 
prices  of  gold  rise  to  a  much  l^her  prenuum. 

We  cannot  have  tiie  use  of  gold  coins  wlule  it  b  dwr 
profitable  to  export  them  than  to  export  silver:  and  h  is 
impoBwhle  to  retain  gold  cuns  in  the  country,  unle»  dLdr 
legal  value  in  relation  to  nlver  is  such,  that  when  one  me- 
tal or  the  other,  or  both,  -must  be  exported,  there  shall  be 
no  profit  in  exporting  gold  rather  than  alver. 

Our  coins  of  both  metals  are  intended  for  domestic  cir- 
culation; and  the  relative  valuatiw  of  gold  and  ainr 
which  will  ensure  this  object,  cannot  be  found  dther  in  die 
prices  of  gold,  which  occur  when  nether  of  the  two  me- 
bds  is  exported,  or  in  the  prices  which  previul  when  gold 
is  exported  and  silver  is  not  exported.  The  rehuhe 
valuation  which  will  ensure  the  concurrent  circulation  of 
the  two  species  of  coins,  mustbe  found  in  the  priceswlndi 
the  two  metals  bear  when  both  are  exported:  and  oar 
average  for  the  purpose  of  an  adjustment  must  be  drawn 
from  tiie  prices  which  prevail  when  both  metab  are  ex- 
ported, or  arc  in  demand  tar  eqiortatioa. 

The  prices  of  gold  exhibited  in  the  statementi  of  curraft 
prices,  are  prices  actu^y  pud  when  there  are  aales,  aad 
estimated  rates  when  there  is  no  sale.  These  atmtements 
do  not  show  the  number  of  sales,  or  the  quanli^  sold  at 
any  time;  nor  do  they  discriminate  between  actusd  price 
and  estimated  values.  If  Uie  diflFerent  sales  of  gold,  and 
the  quantities  sold  at  different  times,  were  itatedt  and  if 
actual  prices  were  distinguished  fnm  esthnated  vakies,  'c 
would  appear  that  when  uie  premium  on  our  gold  is  bigh, 
large  quantities  of  this  metal  are  sold  and  purchased;  and 
when  the  premium  is  low,  the  quanti^*  bouriit  and  aold  it 
snudl)  ana  that  when  there  it  no  Mle,  the  prices  itatcdne 
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estimates  founded  tn  most  cues  upon  the  lower  prices  of 
gold.  When  these  facts  are  disregarded,  and  an  equation 
■s  drawn  from  all  the  rates  of  premium  stated  for  a  lon|; 
period,  it  produces  too  low  r  Tduation  of  gold:  and  reli> 
ancc  for  a  just  arengc  must  be  placed  upon  those  prices 
for  which  the  greater  part  of  this  merchandise  is  bought 
and  sold,  rather  than  upon  those  lower  prices  which  are 
either  nominal,  or  real  only  when  gold  is  not  exported 
from  the  United  States. 

At  this  time,  the  premium  on  our  gold  coins  does  not 
exceed  two  per  centum:  and,  according  to  this  premium, 
the  value  of  gold  in  respect  to  silver  would  be  15.375  to 
1.  Yet  die  relative  Talue  of  gold  is  now  unquestionably 
much  higherthan  Ais  ratio,  both  in  America  and  Europe. 
Exchange  on  England  is  now  lowi  the  only  demand  for 
gold  is  for  manufactures ;  and  the  supply  much  exceeds  the 
demand  for  this  object.  This  very  low  premium,  result- 
ing from  low  rates  of  exchanp^  on  England,  is  for  the 
time  a  real  price  of  goldj  but  it  i:t  certainly  not  that  price 
irhichwill  place  the  two  metals  in  such  reutive  valuation, 
that  when  a  demand  for  exportation  shall  arrive,  either  gold 
ar  silver  may  be  eiported  with  equal  profit. 

Silver  is  not  exported  to  Europe,  until  exchange  on 
BngUnd  rises  to  about  nine  and  a  half  per  centum  of  no- 
minal premium:  and  when  exchange  on  England  is  at  this 
-ate,  the  premiums  on  our  gold  appear  to  be  very  seldom 
ess  than  five  per  centum,  and  generally  at  higher  rates. 
Though,  when  hills  on  England  are  ut  nine  and  a  half  per 
lentum  of  nommal  premium,  mlver  be^ns  to  be  exported, 
ret  little  is  then  eiported;  and  it  appean  certain  that  nl- 
'cr  is  not  exported  equally  with  gold,  until  bills  on  Eng- 
and  rise  to  ten  and  a  half  or  eleven  per  centum  of  nomi- 
lal  premium.  When  exchange  on  England  is  at  ten  and  a 
lalf  per  centum  of  nominal  premium,  the  premiums  on 
)ur  gold  appear  to  be  very  seldom  leas  than  fire  and  a  half 
>er  centum,  and  generally  at  higher  rates. 

An  average  of^ the  premiums  on  our  gold,  of  five  per 
entum,  and  higlier  rates,  not  exceeding  six  and  three- 
Durths  per  centum,  is  five  and  seven-eighths  per  centum, 
tut  as  the  premium  has  seldom  risen  to  six  and  three- 
3urlhs  per  centum,  and  most  of  the  sales  of  gold  for  ex- 
ortution  have  been  made  fur  premiums  between  four  and 
half  and  six  and  a  half  per  centum,  the  average  of  the 

a her  premiums  may  rather  be  estimated  at  nvc  and  a 
r  per  centtun. 
Tlic  table  E,  subjoined  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  letter,  is  a  staf  e- 
lent  of  the  rates  of  exchange  on  England,  and  the  prc- 
liums  on  our  gold  coins,  for  each  month  of  a  period  of 
lur  years  and  a  half,  commencing  with  January,  1835, 
id  ending  with  June,  1829.  Mr.  Gallatin  states  that  the 
'erage  premium  on  our  gold  coins  for  the  whole  of  that 
:rioa  has  been  about  five  and  one^ixth  per  cenUim  on 
eir  nominal  value;  and  he  estimates  the  ratio  of  gold  to 
Iver,  deduced  from  this  rate  of  premium,  to  be  15.82 
1. 

If  we  select  any  particular  periotl  for  an  average  of, 
-emiums,  the  period  stated  in  the  table  E,  being  re- 
nt and  of  considerable  length,  is  very  pK^er  for  that 
irpose;  but,  during  other  considerable  periods,  tlie  pre- 
iumu  oil  our  gold  mkI  the  ratt:s  of  exchange  on  England 
.ve  been  much  lower  than  they  Wi:ru  from  January,  1825, 
June,  1839.  Whether  we  take  the  premiums  of  one 
triod  or  those  of  another,  the  relative  value  of  gold  and 
V'cr  which  will  secure  the  circulation  of  both  metals  in 


per  centum.  The  relative  value  of  gold  and  nlver  result- 
mg  from  this  rate  of  prenuum  is  15.913  to  1 . 

When  all  these  facts  and  circumstances  are  duly  estimat- 
ed, the  conclusion  is,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  an  adjustment 
which  shall  place  the  coins  of  the  two  metaU  in  such  rela- 
tion to  each  other,  that  both  may  circulate  in  the  United 
States,  onr  average  must  be  drawn  fVom  the  premiums  on 
our  gold,  higher  than  about  four  and  a  half^ or  four  and 
three-fourths  per  centum;  and  that  the  average  of  this 
higher  class  of  preimums  is  about  five  and  a  half  per  cen- 
tum. This  b  the  lowest  average  which  can  be  deduced 
from  those  prices  of  gold  which  prevail  in  this  country, 
when  both  gold  and  silver  feccive  their  Taluatioiis  from 
demand  for  internal  use  and  demand  for  exportation  to 
Europe.  Accor^ng  to  this  average  price  of  gold,  the  rela- 
tive value  of  gold  and  silver  in  our  coins  should  be  15.9  to  1. 

In  Prance,  the  relative  value  of  gold  to  silver  is  about 
13.83  to  1. 

In  Great  Bri^n,  gold  is  in  value  to  silver  about  as 
15.86  to  1. 

The  relative  value  of  gold  and  nlver  in  Spain  has  been 
16  to  1  during  the  last  fifty  or  sixty  yearst  and,  according 
to  recent  information,  the  value  of  gold  in  Spain  is  now 
a  little  higher  than  this  proportion. 

In  Portugal,  the  rise  of  gold  and  the  decline  of  mlver 
in  relative  value  were  slower  and  later  than  in  Spun:  but 
tlie  relative  value  of  the  two  metals  in  Portugal  is  now 
about  16  to  1,  and  this  proportion  appears  to  have  pre- 
vailed Uiere  for  many  yeara. 

I'lie  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  in  the'  American 
countries  south  of  the  United  States  is  a  fact  of  great  iio* 
portancc  in  this  inquiry.  In  countries  which  produce  one 
or  both  of  the  precious  metals  in  considerable  quantities, 
tite  supply  from  the  mines  fluctuates;  these  fluctuations  are 
sometimes  great;  and  an  extraordinary  snpply,  or  an  un- 
usual failure  of  either  metal,  affects  Uie  rebtive  value  of 
the  two  metab.  In  most  of  the  American  countries  which 
contain  rich  mines  of  tliese  metals,  the  values  of  gold  and 
silver  have  been,  during  many  years,  distarbe<l  by  war, 
civil  commotions,  and  arbitrary  regubtions,  concerning 
the  mines  and  commerce  in  these  metals.  These  circum- 
stances render  it  difficult  to  obtuin  exact  information  con- 
cerning the  relative  value  of  the  two  metals  iii  those  coun- 
tries; but  though  this  relative  value  cannot  be  ascertained 
with  accuracy,  it  may  still  be  discovered,  so  far  as  to  leave 
little  uncertainty. 

From  the  information  which  can  be  obtained,  it  appears 
that  the  value  of  gold  in  relation  to  silver  is  about  16  to  1 
in  all  the  American  countries  south  of  the  United  States. 
This  relative  value  seems  to  have  prevailed  in  tliose  parts 
of  America  which  were  formerly  Spanish,  and  especially 
in  Mexico  and  Peru,  during  the  last  fcwty  or  fifty  years. 
In  Brazil,  gold  Was,  for  a  long  time,  somewhat  leas  valua- 
ble j  but,  during  the  last  ten  years,  the  relative  value  of  the 
two  metals  in  Brazil  has  also  becu  about  16  to  I .  In  the 
^West  Indies,  the  two  metals  fluctuate  much,  in  respect  to 
each  otlier;  but  the  ratio  of  16  to  1  seems  to  be  the  average 
of  relative  value. 

The  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  in  this  country 
must  depend  principally  upon  thetr  relative  value  in  the 
countries  from  which  we  receive  these  metals,  and  their 
relative  value  in  the  countries  to  which  we  send  them;  and 
their  relative  value  here  must  be  determined  as  much 
by  tlie  prices  for  which  we  buy  gold  and  silver,  as  by  the 


ins,  must  be  found  in  the  premiums  which  prevail  when  jprices  lor  which  we  sell  these  metals.  When  we  deduce 
th  silver  and  gold  arc  exported.  {the  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  in  this  country 

To  avoid  the  inaccuracy  which  may  exist  in  compiled  jfrom  relative  values  existing  in  othtr  countries,  wc  must 
.tements  and  estimated  rates,  a  great  number  of  prices  resort  as  well  to  the  countries  from  which  these  metals  are 
actual  sales  of  gold  in  the  ct^  of  New  York  have  been  !importe<l,  as  to  the  countries  to  which  they  are  exported; 
tainetl;  and  many  of  these  safes  took  place  during  the  and  our  conclusion  must  be  drawn  from  both  sources, 
ricxl  from  ^he  first  day  of  January,  1825,  to  the  latit  day  [  In  the  ortlinory  course  of  foreign  commerce,  our  sup. 
June,  1839.  An  average  of  all  the  premiums  on  our  ply  of  gold  and  silver  is  received  chiefly  from  the  Ame> 
id  p»id  on  tiiese  actnal  sales  during  that  period  is  5.58  rlcan  countries  south  of  the  United  States.    More  than 
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one-Uiird  of  the  whole  is  now  received  from  Mexico. 
We  export  gold  and  silver  to  Great  Britftin,  ulver  to 
France,  some  stiver  to  China  and  the  south  of  Asia,  and 
some  gold  and  silver  to  other  countries.  Our  exports  of 
silver  to  China  were  formerij'  great,  and  are  now  small. 
During  the  -year  ending  on  the  30th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1823,  the  amount  of  our  exports  of  silver  to  India 
and  China  was  less  than  one  nullion  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollarst  and  for  the  year  ending  on  tlie  3(hh 
day  of  September,  18S9,  our  exports  of  wiver  tothe  same 
countries  did  not  amount  to  one  million  three  hundred 
and  fifly  thousand  dollars.  Far  the  greater  part  of  all  tlie 
gold  and  silver  exported  from  this  country  is  sent  to 
Europe. 

If  we  take  the  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  in  the 
American  countries  from  which  we  recdve  these  tnetals 
to  be  Ifi  to  I,  and  the  average  of  the  relative  value  of  the 
two  metals  in  all  Europe  to  be  15.85  to  1,  the  medium  be- 
tween tliese  valuations  is  15-925  to  1;  and  this  ratio  coin- 
cides very  nearly  with  the  proportion  deduced  from  those 
actual  prices  which  prevail  in  this  country,  when  both  sil- 
ver and  gold  are  exported  to  Europe. 

The  Government  of  the  Kctherlands  has  recently  ad- 
justed the  relative  value  of  the  two  metals  in  the  coins  of 
that  couatn'*  and  has  established  the  proportion  between 
gold  and  silver  at  15.87'5  to  1;  but  the  details  which  may 
attend  this  regulation,  in  respect  to  charges  for  coinage  or 
otiier  particulars,  are  not  known. 

By  the  regulations  of  Spain,  the  proportional  value  of 
gowaod  iilver  at  the  mint  is  16  to  1,  and  has  been  so 
UDCe  the  year  1779.  There  is,  probably,  a  seignorage  on 
the  coinage  tiiese  metals  at  the  mint:  but  the  Spanish 
regulations  in  tiiis  respect  are  not  accurately  known.  It 
is  certain  that  in  Spain  the  cf»na  of  the  two  metals  circu- 
late together;  that  ulvcr  is  much  more  abundant  tiian  gold  t 
and  that  tiie  gold  coins  usually  bear  a  small  premium  over 
the  coins  of  silver. 

The  regulation  concerning  the  relative  value  of  the  two 
metals  in  tlie  coins,  established  by  Spain  in  1779,  was  at 
the  same  time  extended  to  all  the  mints  in  Spanish  Ameri- 
cat  and  unee  that  time  gold  and  silver  have  been  ccnned 
by  all  the  mints  under  the  power  of  Spain,  in  conformity 
to  that  regulation. 

,  Since  the  American  countries,  formerly  Spanish,  and 
now  independent,  have  established  tiicir  own  mints,  they 
have  observed  Uie  same  regulation;  and  their  coinage  of 
•  tjie  two  metals  is  according  to  the  value  of  16  to  1. 

I'he  proportion  between  gold  and  silver  in  die  Portu- 
guese coins  of  the  two  metals  is  16  to  1*  and  has  been  so 
since  the  year  1820.  In  Portugal,  Uie  coins  of  both  me- 
tals circulate  togctiiert  but  mueh  the  greater  part  of  tiie 
circulating  coins  is  silver. 

In  Brazil,  the  proportioual  value  of  gold  and  silver  at 
the  mint  is  16  to  1. 

I'hus,  according  to  all  the  information  which  can  be  ob- 
tained, a  pound  of  gold  is  now  worth  uxteeu  pounds  of 
silver  m  all  America  south  of  the  United  States,  and  iff 
Spain  and  Portugal:  and,  in  these  countries,  this  relative 
\'aluc  has  been  adopted  as  tlie  proportional  value  of  the 
two  metals  in  the  coins.  Though,  in  some  of  these  coun- 
tries, Uiis  proportion  may  be  vuricd  in  effect,  by  charges 
on  coiiiAge;  and,  iu  some  of  them,  the  coins  deviate  from 
this  proportion,  in  the  weight  or  fineness  of  the  coins  of 
one  or  tlie  other  metal;  yet  the  Governments  of  all  these 
countries  have,  evidently,  conudered  the  relative  value  of 
gold  and  silver  to  be  16  to  1:  and  tlic  concurrent  circula- 
tion of  tiie  coins  of  Uie  two  metals  in  these  countries  has 
well  justified  that  opinion. 

So  liir  as  the  rektivc  value  of  gold  and  silver  in  .tiiis 
country  is  uncertain,  tlierc  arc  reasons  of  great  weight, 
which  sliouUl  induce  us  taassigii  a  high  valuation  to  gold 
in  relation  to  silver. 

The  labor  of  counting  or  weigliing  the  coins  wlitcli  may 


be  necessary  for  a  remittance  to  a  fbrdgn  countr;,  iiles 
in  the  case  of  gold  titan  in  the  (^aseof  suveriaadt'lKRiB 
other  drcumstances  are  equal,  this  resson  sImm  praduti 
the  exportation  of  gold  ratiicr  than  nlrer. 

When  the  relative  value  of  the  two  sptats  of  tmux- 
cords  exactly  witii  the  relative  market  value  of  the  tn 
metals,  gold  coins  are  exported  in  preference  to  siiict 
coins;  the  risk  and  expense  of  exportation  bein^gnateiii 
the  case  of  silver  than  in  the  case  gold. 

When  gold  and  silver  sent  to  Kirope,  and  eq>cd)%U) 
England,  have  arrived,  gold  is  in  general  converted  bio 
the  money  of  the  country,  or  available  funds,  Mmcvtii: 
sooner  tiian  ulver;  and  gold  is,  for  this  reason,  a  betteirt- 
mittance. 

Gold  is  ri«ng  in  value,  in  relation  to  silver.  DumgUit 
last  tlires  hundred  years,  gold  has,  with  sotK  tcmpotaiy 
exceptions,  been  gradually  advancing  in  valucdunnftiit 
last  twenty  years,  the  enhancement  of  gold  in  respect  to 
Mlver  haa  been  quite  as  greitt  as  it  had  ever  before  been 
during  any  equal  period;  and  gold  stiU-contiimu  to  rise. 
Tlie  immense  power  of  machinery  whichbasbteBbianht 
into  use  in  our  own  time,  is  fully  applicable,  and  is  nov 
ai^lied*  to  mines  of  ulver;  and  the  quuili^Qf  tBrerei- 
tnieted  from  the  earth  ha^  from  thiscsDse,  bctQilrodf 
greatly  increased.  The  quantity  of  gold  obtained  !rw 
the  earth  lias  not  been  raudi  increaaeo  by  anj  recent  im- 
provement of  art.  The  present  progreas  of  dunpKi- 
tainly  is,  to  raise  gold  and  depreciate  silver,  in  respect  u 
each  other;  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  gold  vi  caai- 
nue  to  rise,  and  ulver  to  Mil,  in  the  future  eeune  i£  tber 
relative  value. 

If  our  gold  coins  should  circulate  to  any  conudenbk  a- 
tent,  the  demand  for  gold  for  coinage  would  in  souk  de- 
gree enhance  the  value  of  that  metal  in  relation  to  ^ 
in  this  country. 

Gold  is,  more  tiian  ^ver,  banished  fnm  use  by  pipe 
money :  and  our  gold  coins,  in  order  to  circulste,  mud  1< 
able  to  contend  not  only  with  the  demand  fin;g<^ubt 
sent  abroad,  but  alao  viUi  tiie  exalting  iBfloesce  of 
money  at  home. 

If  we  should'  underrate  our  gold  coins,  they 
no  general  circulation.    They  wUI  be  used  in  aamt- 
tures,  or  will  flow  throi^h  the  established  channelj of n* 
merce  as  they  now  flow,  almost  directiy  from  the  (mIp 
Philadelphia  to  Europe.    If  we  should  ali^llj 
gold,  we  sliall  secure  the  use  of  gold  coins;  and 
lose  some  silver,  but  the  loss  of  our  silver  coins  ctcn 
would  not  follow  to  an  inconveiucnt  extent  -^'<'^^' 
our  silver  coins  are  half  dollars  and  the  minor  p«^»i^^ 
dollar.    These  coins  are  indispensable  in  their  p"!* 
sphere  of  circulation:  their  place  cannot  be  filled  either ti< 
gold  or  bank  notes;  and  these  coins  are  not  often  e^ 
ed-    We  have  asteady  supply  of  silver  in  bullioni»i»® 
mint  is  now  able  to  coin  any  necessary  or  dearsbk  q«"' 
tity  of  eitiicr  or  both  of  the  precious  metals-  An 
mentof  the  relative  value  of  the  two  »>ecies  of  c«u*'^ 
as  much  accuracy  as  may.be  practieabfr,  mustluuV*' 
gold  coins  into  arculation]  and  the  goldbrou|htnAi<^ 
rencymayin  some  degree  diapUce  tiie  silver  oowi» 
it  wiu,  in  a  muoli  greater  degree,  take  the  pisce  of  hs* 
notes. 

The  general  course  of  our  exchanges  wifli  Eurtp*' 
ngainst  us;  and  when  remittances  cann<A  besdnnlif;^ 
ly  made  by  bills,  gold  is  sent  to  Europe,  and  cspcaPf" 
Great  Britain,  so  long  as  gold  is  not  evidentiy  inoofa" 
thiscouutry,  in  comparison  witli  silver.  For  this  ini2'^; 
gold,  other  circutnatances  being  equal,  is  much  f^^' 
to  wlver;  and  gold  rises  to  its  highest  value  in  reuf" 
silver,  before  silver  is  exported.  This  established  nit^ 
of  commerce,  in  which  gold  is  a  customary  snd 
remittance,  tends  to  mainuin  this  metal  at  a  high  nlu^  ' 
relation  to  sUvcr.  Still,  this  current  b  not  constiBii  » 
when  gold  is  not  in  deimnd  for  exportatioD,  its  pn" 
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silver  TiilU.  But  in  order  tint  both  rold  and  lilver  ahould 
circulate  as  money,  it  is  neceaaaty  uiat  demands  for  ex- 
portation should  fall  upon  both  metals;  that  when  a  de- 
mand for  exportation  occurs,  it  should  in  general  be  as 

{>rofitable  to  export  one  of  them  as  the  oUierj  and  the  re- 
ative  valuation  which  will  ensure  this  object,  is  that  wbteh 
exists  when  both  metals'  are  or  may  be  exported  with 
equal  profit. 

These  considerations  are  submitted,  not  to  recommend 
any  deviation  whatever  from  the  true  relative  value  of  tiie 
two  metals  in  this  country,  so  far  as  that  value  is  an  ascer- 
tained fact;  but  to  show,  that  so  &r  as  the  relative  value  of 
^d  and  silver  is  uncertain,  we  may  safely  aa»gn  a  high 
valuation  to  gold*  witlun  the  limits  of  that  uncertainty. 

The  ratio  tS  sixteen  to  one  is  Teeommended  by  some 
considerations  which  deserve  attention.  Though  Mr.  Ing- 
ham proposes  a  lower  valuation  of  gold,  he  is  of  opinion 
tliat  the  ratio  of  sixteen  to  one  is  necessary  to  render  gtdd 
ajid  ulver  equally  attainable  in  the  United  States.  Mr. 
White  .is  also  of  opinion  that  no  valuation  of  gold,  less  in 
respect  to  silver  than  sixteen  to  one,  would  enectually  re- 
tain our  gdd  coins  in  use.  Spain,  Portugal,  and  all  the 
American  countries  which  have  mints,  excepting  these 
United  States,  have  established  the  proportion  of  uzteen 
to  one  as  the  basis  of  their  coinage;  and  if  we  should  adopt 
the  same  proportion,  one  uniform  rule  would  prevail  in  all 
the  independent  countries  in  America.  Much  more  of  the 
two  metals  is  now  coined,  upon  the  baas  tliat  gold  is  tn 
value  to  «lver  as  rixteen  to  one,  than  according  to  any 
otho-  propotion.  If  it  is  expedient  to  conform  our  ratio 
to  the  ensting  proportion  of  any  other  country,  it  must  be 
expedient  to  auopt  that  proportion  which  prevMh  most 
widely,  and  the  ratio  of  sixteen  to  one  is  now  far  the  most 
extensive  example.  A  rule  so  extensive  is  entitled  to  re- 
spect; but  the  practical  operation  of  the  rule  is  much  more 
instructive;  since  it  shows  that  this  relative  valuation  of  the 
two  metals  secures  thdr  concurrent  circulation  in  coins  in 
a  very  large  part  of  the  world. 

But  our  adjustment  must  be  founded  on  tiie  relative  va- 
lue of  gold  and  silver  in  our  own  country;  and  the  ratio  of 
sixteen  to  one  is  a  valuation  of  gold  somewhat  too  high 
in  tlie  United  States. 

Upon  all  the  facta  before  us,  the  ratio  of  15.9  to  1  ap- 
pears (he  most  eligible.  This  proportion  as«gna  to  gold 
the  average  of  value  which  gold  bears  to  silver,  when  both 
meuls  are  in  demand,  for  exportation: and  it  seems  more 
likely  than  any  other  ratio  to  attain  and  reconcile  the  ob- 
jects of  a  proportional  valuation.  It  ia  accordingly  recom- 
mended as  the  reUtive  valuation  most  proper  to  be  esta- 
blished in  our  coins  of  the  two  metals. 

Various  other  i-atios  have  been  suggestedt  but  any  pro- 
portion by  which  gdd  shall  be  estimated  less  in  respect  to 
silver  than  15.9to  1,  will,  it  is  believed,  be  altogether  insuf- 
ficient to  ensure  the  turculation  of  gold  coins  in  this  country. 

Still,  it  will  be  better  to  adopt  any  of  the  lower  valua- 
tions of  gold  which  have  been  proposed,  than  to  continue 
our  coinage  of  this  metal  according  to  the  existing  legal 
proportion. 

The  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  can  never  be  slat- 
ed with  infallible  accuracy;  but  the  entire  certunty  which 
\a  unattiunable,  is  not  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  esta- 
tilishing  ft  proportional  value  between  the  cmnt  of  the  two 
metals.  Anearapproachtotherelativemarfcetvalueof the 
two  metals  is  sumdent  fortius  practical  object.  When  the 
relative  value  of  g(dd  and  diver  in  any  country  is  exam- 
ned  with  the  greatest  care,  different  results  are  obtained 
by  different  persons;  and  no  adjustment  can  ever  be  made, 
without  encountering  this  apparent  difficult-  In  our  own 
zoM,  the  difficulty  of  ascertaiiung  the  true  proportion  ia 
ncreased  by  gre^A  fluctuations  in  the  prices  of  gold;  and 
it  was  to  be  expected  that  various  opinions  concerning 
the  relative  value  of  the  two  metals  in  this  country  should 
ippear.  The  variety  of  opinions  and  propositions  respect- 
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ing  the  ratio  proper  to  be  established  in  our  ctketf  should 
not  deter  us  m>m  an  amendment  of  the  enating  propor- 
tion. The  difficulty  of  aacertaininp  tiie  true  relation  of 
value  between  gold  and  nlver  in  this  country,  which  now 
enats,  will  continac  to  e]tiat  until  ve  Aall  use  both  gold 
and  rilver  as  moneyi  and  if  a  new  adjustment  sboula  not 
be  entirely  correct,  it  win,  by  its  operation,  at  least,  lay  n 
foundation  for  a  more  accurate  valuation.  '  The  opinlom 
which  have  been  expreaaed  by  others,  the  otuniona  now 
Bubnutted,  and  the  nets  and  reasons  by  which  all  the  dif- 
ferent opinions  are  supported,  are  now  before  the  Senate) 
and,  from  these  material^  the  proportion  wUeh  ihaU  be 
deemed  moat  eligible,  may  be  selected. 

A  bill  is  aubmitted,  which,  leaviw  the  wXtw  cofais  un- 
altered, proposes  diat  our  gold  coins  mall  conHfai  the  quan- 
tities of  metal  which  result  firom  tiie  relative  valuation  of 
15.9  to  1.  Tha  weight  of  aneagje,  according  to  this  rela- 
tive valuation,  will  be  333  26-53  gnuna  of  p\u«  gold,  and 
254  38-53  grains  of  standard  gold:  and  a  table  is  sut^mned 
to  this  repent,  by  wtudi  the  wdghts  of  an  ei^^  resulting 
from  vanoui  other  proportiona  are  e^^t«d. 

SILVER  COWS. 
Hocsa  or  Rspbssutativm,  FxiavABX  22, 1831. 

Mr.  Whitk,  of  New  York,  from  the  sel^  eommittee  to 
whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  this  House,  of  tbe  33d 
December,  1830,  directing  them  **to inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  that  ddhis  of  the  new 
American  Governments,  and  five  franc  pieces,  shall  be 
a  legal  tender  in  the  payment  of  all  debts  and  demands^ 
and,  abo,  whether  any  additional  regulatitms  are  neces- 
sary relative  to  the  recoinsige  of  fbrdgn  nlver  coin  at 
tbe  mint,"  reported: 

That  the  authority  "  to  coin  money,  regulate  the  value 
thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin,"  is  one  of  the  powers  ipe< 
cially  ukI  exclusively  granted  to  Conmssby  me  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  Statesf  and,  in  the  exercise  of  thb 
appendu^  of  sovereign^,  various  reguhdions  have  been 
enacted  in  regard  to  foreign  coins  and  coina^. 

The  constitutional  expreason  clearly  justifies  the  infisr- 
ence  that  foreign  ccnns  were  current  money,  and  that  thor 
adjustment  and  retention  in  circulation  were  desired  hf 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  A  brief  consideration  of 
the  usages  of  other  States,  and  a  n^nute  inquiry  into  our 
own  practice  and  present  drcumstances,  will  be  useflit 
guides  in  tbe  pn^ress  towards  just  coneludons. 

Althou^  national  cmna  are  usually  and  appropriately 
the  metalfic  currency  of  the  commercial  world,  yet  some 
States  have  risen  to  the  highest  rank  in  commerce  and 
general  prosperity  without  adopting  the  prindple  of  a 
standard  of  value  exclusively  in  their  own  coins.  England 
and  France  have  maintuned  the  exclusive  ayatemi  but  Hol- 
land, Hamburg,  Genoa,  China,  and  die  Uiuted  States,  , 
have,  more  or  leai^  freely  received  6ie  ccrins  of  well 
known  mints  at  thdr  intrin^  value.  Peculiarity  of  cir- 
cumstances may  have  induced  or  recommended  this  diver- 
sity of  regulations,  but  there  is  not  any  evidence  in  the 
historical  result,  ttiat  the  exclutnve  system  wasparticularfy 
beneficial,  or  that  the  free  r«cei>tion  of  fordgn  emns  was 
inconvenient  in  practice,  or  prejudiraal  in  its  eflbcts.  Our 
own  experience  corroborates  the  latter  view. 

France  is  an  imposing  instance  of  great  national  pros- 
perity under  a  rigid  and  persevering  adherence  to  its  own 
cmns;  still,  it  is  not  perceived  that  the  reception  of  fo- 
reign coins,  at  titeir  intrinwc  value,  with  tt\eir  use  restrict- 
ed to  lar^  commercial  transactions,  could  have  operated 
otherwise  than  beneficially.  The  profit  upon  money  tran*. 
actions  depends  materially  upon  its  prompt  and  e«^  dis- 
bursement; and  itftbeii^  undervalued  at  the  ndnt,  as  b 
the  case  in  France^  amounts  to  ninx  and  restraint  upon  its 
importation,  and,  to  that  extent,  it  dindmihes  or  prejudicet 
exchanges. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CXXXVIU 


APPENDIX— GcHei  Sf  SeatotC$  Register. 


31st  Con.  9d  Shi.] 


l^htr  Ctmu. 


Duriiw  the  prc^resB  of  Holland  to  pre-eminence  in  trade 
and  vewm,  (utd  antU  very  recently,)  the  introduction  of 
foreign  coina  waa  uniformly  encouraged.  Mone^  was 
coined  for  noaU  domestic  purposes,  but  every  deacnption 
of  goli  and  ailver  coin*  waa  received  at  the  bank  accord- 
ing to  its  real  value,  and  there  asnmilated  to  the  commer- 
ciiJ  currency,  under  the  general  title  of  "Banco."  Ge- 
noa at  an  early  period,  and  Hamburg  to  thia  day,  have, 
with  great  advantage,  practised  a  similar  system  of  mer- 
cantile aceommodattoni  except  that  ^e  depontes  in  the 
bank  of  the  Utter  dty  have  always  been  restricted  to  kI- 
ver.  It  is  alleged  that  the  money  of  commerce  in  Ctuna 
is  for^n  ctHDB  converted  into  gold  and  ailver  ingots  of 
certunnnencM. 

The  monetary  system  of  England  is  comparatively  mo- 
dern, and  it  is  peculiar  to  that  nation.  Except  the  late 
period  of  war,  th«r  regulations,  for  more  than  a  century, 
estabfisbed  in  practice  the  principle,  now  in  legal  opera. 
tiont  of  a  single  standard  in  gold,  but  a  mixed  currency. 
Bank  notes,  at  one  tjme  not  less  than  £20  sterling,  ader- 
terwards  £10,  and  now  £S,  redeemable,  on  demand,  in 
gold,  are  issued  and  used  as  the  chief  circulating  medium 
for  dischai^ng  commercial  or  other  large  obligations. 
But  it  is  contemplated  that  all  minor  transactions,  retail 
business,  wages  of  labor,  &c.  should  be  paid  in  gold,  un- 
len  underthevalue  of  forty.two  killings,  when  it  is  optional 
to  use  diver  coins.  Under  this  wrangement,  it  is  com- 
puted that  the  curreitcy  of  Rngland  is  composed  of  thirty 
millions  ofpoundsEiterling  in  paper,  twenty-two  millions 
of  goldf  and  eight  millions  of  nlver;  one-half  of  the  entire 
circubrtimi  being  metallic.  Foreign  coins  are  not  a  legal 
tender,  but  gold,  in  every  shape,  is  current,  at  a  trivial 
^scoant,  (one-rixth  of  a  per  cent,  at  present,)  or  occa- 
sionally at  tlie  mint  value,  cmnage  being  free.  Silver  is 
there  a  conimotUly,  varying  in  price  with  the  foreign  ex- 
changeSf  a  seignorage  of  six  per  cent  being  exacted  at 
the  min^  its  coinage  becomes  a  Government  business,  and 
the  supply  is  regukted  by  the  amount  of  effective  demand. 

This  limited  use  of  silver  rather  tends  to  depress  its  mar- 
ket value,  the  more  en>ecially  as  this  metal,  which  Eng. 
land  r«a«cts,  is,  generuly  speaking,  the  practical  currency 
and  nuiney  of  Uie  commercial  world.  The  British  nation, 
nevertbcMSB,  contend,  tiiat  this  inconvenience  is  amply 
compensated  by  the  steady  preservation  of  the  value  of  the 
money  unit,  and  the  retention  of  the  customary  coina  per- 
manently in  circiitation. 

0<^f?wn  practice,  in  regard  to  gold  and  silver  money, 
has  difieied  materially 'from  the  usage  of  any  of  the  na- 
tions  adTcrted  tot  and,  as  custom  hu  an  important  infiu. 
ence  in  establishing  predilections,  a  minute  and  accurate 
inquiry  on  this  bead  may  prove  advantageous  and  in- 
structive. 

Foreigii  gold  and  silver  coins  were  the  only  dcBcription 
of  metallic  currency  that  circulated  in  these  States  ante; 
rior  to  1792.  In  that  year.  Congress  authorized  the  erec- 
tioa  of  a  mint,  regulated  the  proportions  of  gold  to  silver, 
and  eit^liahed  a  rriatiTe  value  in  all  fi>reign  cmns  then 
current  according  to  their  intrinric  wortV-Kndering 
them  concurrent  tenders  in  payments,  in  confbmuty  with 
the  language  of  the  constitution,  which  distinctly  intimated 
the  necessity  and  utility  of  their  circulation. 

Although  gold  and  silver  coins  have  both  been  used  and 
regulated  by  biw,  yet  it  is  believed  tliat  silver  cans  alone 
were  legally  reei^ised  during  our  colonial  history.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  case  m  this  re^ct,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  but  a  "  Spanish  dollar"  wai  originaUy  the  prac- 
""^^  obligations  have  been  dischai^ 

with  gold  and  with  paper,  as  well  as  silver,  a  certain  num- 
ber of  Spanish  dollars  have,  at  all  times,  constituted,  spe- 
cially, or  bv  implication,  tiie  basis  of  exchange  and  the 
measure  of  the  contract. 

Our  money  of  account  was  originally  an  ideal  unit,  call- 
ed a  poundt  but  it  is  very  evident  that  the  Spanish  dollar 


was  uiuversally  current,  from  the  fact,  that,  although  iti 
value  varied  in  the  eolomes  from  4s.  8d.  to  8s.  currency 
each,  it  was  uniformly  estimated,  in  computations  of  ex- 
change with  England,  at  4>.  6cL  steriin^.  The  uiuiwr- 
sality  of  that  estimate  is  presumptive  evidence  that  the 
Spanish  dollar  was  the  practical  currency  of  the  coloiuei; 
and  our  adherence  to  a  mode  of  calculation  so  obriouslv 
erroneous  exhibits  such  pertinaoty  as  will  only  attach  to 
old  and  well-founded  habits;  but  the  nature  of  the  «t!- 
mate  proves,  incontrovertibly,  the  antiquity  of  its  prac- 
tice. SmiUdi  dollars  of  that  vahie  ceased  to  circulate  by 
tale  in  From  the  reign  of  Philip  III  of  Spain,\ui6l 

that  time,  the  standard  finehesa  of  silver  was  11 1-6  din. 
hierosfine;  therefore,  the  marc  of  Castile,  3,557  gnlu, 
must  have  yielded  8^  dollars,  containing  389  4-10  grains; 
but  the  remedy  then  being  (two  grains  fine)  neariy  three 
grains  each,  the  value  of  uiulars,  antecedent  to  mat  pe- 
riod, was,  likelv,  frran  3861  to  387  j  graiia  of  fine  nTrer. 
According  to  tte  British  standard^  establiabed  in  1601, 
444  grains  of  fine  ulver  bung  rated  at  5*.  2<i  sterling, 
4s.  6d.  were  represented  by  386  7-10  grains,  equivalent  ta 
the  average  value  of  the  Spaiii^  dolkr,  as  above  stated, 
in  circulation  previous  to  1728. 

Sir  Isaac  Newton's  return  of  assays,  made  by  order  of 
the  British  Government  earlier  than  1717,  contuns  tbia 
statement: 
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And  Ricard,  in  his  *<  Traits  General  du  Commerce,**  ai- 
serts  that  It  was  rare  to  see  in  the  Briti^  Amnican  pro- 
vinces any  English  coins,  but  that  the  following  foreign 
»lver  coins  were  made  legal  tenders  in  paj-ment,  by  an 
act  of  Parliament,  passed  during  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne, 
in  1706,  vis;  German  rix  doHars,  ^mish  ducatoons 
French  crowns,  Portugese  crusadoes,  and  Dutch  tincc 
guilder  pieces,  at  specified  rates:  and  the  variety  tit  the 
Spanish  dollars  is  dengnatcd  thus: 
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Which  several  circumstances  fiiily  establiA  the  &ct. 
that  the  Spaoish  dollar  has  been,  throughout  the  entire 
period  of  our  commercial  history,  the  practical  or  leg&l 
money  unit,  and  the  chief  instrument  of  exchange. 

In  1728,  the  standard  purity  of  nlver  in  the  Spsmidk  dot- 
br  was  reduced  to  eleven  (finliieros^  equal  to  383.3  gnuns 
being  a  reduction  in  value  of  1 1-3  per  cent. ;  and  a 
edict,  issued  in  1773,  established  the  regulation  which 
prevails,  of  ten  dinhieras  mkI  three-fourths  fine,'equivaknt 
to  thcee  hundred  and  seventy-four  grains  and  seven- 
eighths  to  each  dollar,  with  but  one  grain  fine  for  reraMh'- 

In  1786,  the  Congress  of  the  confederation  adopte^'a 
dollar  as  the  money  uiut,  and  fixed  its  value  at  375  &1-1U' 
grains  of  fine  rilver,  the  ctnns  to  contain  one-twelfth  pan 
of  alloy. 

General  Hamilton,  in  his  celebrated  report  upon  the 
establishment  of  the  mint  in  1791,  recognised  the  Spanal< 
dolUr  as  the  practical  standard  of  the  United  States;  biiL 
from  some  cause  not  now  susceptible  of  satisActon'  ex- 
planation, be  does  not  appear  to  bare  ascertained  correct- 
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ly  the  precise  value  of  that  com  which  he  evidently 
<leiired  to  adopt  as  the  unit  and  bans  of  our  monetary 
system.  The  art  of  away  must  have  been  then  Tery  im 
perfectly  understood  in  the  United  States,  as  he  notes  t 
(liffercnce  of  twenty-four  gnuns  in  the  result  of  various 
experiments;  an  incredible  disproportion  in  coiiis  of 
established  and  universiJly  good  reputetion. 

The  European  assays,  wiuch  retomed  tiie  quantity  of 
line  silver  at  three  hundred  and  stxty-eigtit  to  Uiree  hun- 
dred and  seventy-four  prains,  were  probably  a  correct 
record  of  every  variety  m  circulation ;  but,  as  the  regula- 
tions of  all  mints  are  dictated  with  fractional  preci«on,  it 
ought  to  have  been  inferred  that  a  discrepance  of  mx 
gruns  was  attributable  to  wear,  and  not  to  irregularis  in 
the  fabrication  of  such  a  valtu^le  commodity.  General 
Hamilton  assumed  the  avera^,  instead  of  the  highest 
assay,  as  the  groundwork  of  Ins  system;  and  having  uded 
tliercto  one-fourth  of  a  grain,  in  order  to  attain  numerical 
exactness  in  the  relative  value  of  gold,  our  dollar  or  money 
unit  was  finally  regulated  in  1792  by  a  law  of  Congress, 
which  altered  the  \-alue  of  the  unit  adopted  in  1786,  in 
the  foUowii^f  terms:  "There  shall  be,  from  time  lo  time, 
stnick  and  ecHned  at  the  said  mint,  dollars  or  anita,  each 
to  be  of  the  value  of  a  Spanish  milled  dollar,  as  tiie  same 
is  now  current^  and  to  contain  three  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-one grains  and  one-fourth  of  ptire,  or  four  hundred  and 
sixteen  grains  of  standard  silver." 

The  early  operations  of  the  mint  do  not  appear  to  have 
conformed  to  this  legal  regulation.  Amongst  various  as- 
says made  in  London  by  eminent  artists,  as  furnished  by 
Dr.  Kelly,  American  dollars  arc  stated  as  follows: 


Tcan. 

Eiig1i*h  tluuUrd. 

GcsiiM  of  fine 
•ilrcf. 

17»5, 
1798, 

isot, 
A         oft  j<«r% 

dwU.  rn. 

17  8 
17  10  l-S 
IT  10 
17  • 

S  1  3  vane, 
7  do. 
■0  t.S  da. 
>  1-3  do. 

3-73.6 

J6SJ 
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Whatever  may  have  been  the  rate  or  regiilarity  of  the 
mint  operations,  the  quantity  of  dolbra  coined  in  twenty- 
three  years,  ending  with  1816,  (1.400,000.)  was  too  trivial 
to  create  any  distinction  in  value  in  internal  circuhition: 
our  customary  standard,  the  Spanish  dollar,  constituted 
then,  and  at  idl  times,  the  chiefportion  of  the  metallic  cur- 
rency, as  welT  as  of  the  specie  held  by  the  banks.  It  con- 
tinued to  be  the  practical  tender  and  measure  of  contFieti; 
and  the  concurrent  circulation  of  so  small  a  portion  of  our 
owncoinsoccasioned  no  inconvenient  discrimination.  Con- 
gress ceased  to  regulate  the  value  of  one  description  of  fo- 
reign coins  after  another,  until,  finally,  in  1827,  none  were 
recognised  as  legal  tenders,  except  our  ancient  money,  Uie 
<«  Spanish  milled  dollar.**  If  ptarantf  i^^itfiil]y  confen 
denomination,  these  dollam  should  tlwm  hare  oeen  de- 
sigTiated  as  "  Spanish  American  dolhn^  th<^  were  coin- 
ed by  the  mints  of  Uiis  continent,  and  the  doUnn  Spun 
were  rarely  seen  in  circulation. 

Political  events  hare  given  new  and  mAre  respectable 
titles  to  the  countries  from  whence  these  coins  nave  al- 
ways issued,  and  a  chanj^  of  name  alone  has  withdrawn 
the  privilege  of  presenting  these  dollan  as  a  legal  tender 
in  payments. 

Very  recently  a  demand  for  specie,  upon  one  of  the 
most  respectable  banks  In  our  commercial  metropolia, 
M  as  met  by  a  tender  of  dollars  coined  by  the  mints  of 
America,  formerly  Spatusb,  and  refused:  uie,friendly  aid 
:>f  another  institution  (limited  the  required  amount  in 
United  States'  cun,  and  reltered  the  bank  from  the  mor- 
itying  and  pnnfol  alternative  of  acknowledging  its  ina- 
iimy  to  redeem  ita  notes  witii  bwfol  money;  thereby 
lazuding  the  enforcement  of  the  penal  article  (rf  its  char- 


ter, which  inflicts  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum  interest 
until  the  demand  is  legally  discharged.  The  money  ten- 
dered was  well  known  to  be  of  the  same  standard  as  the 
"Spanish  nulled  dollars,"  and  about  one-half  per  cent, 
more  valuable  than  our  coin;  fulfilling,  in  every  essential 
quality,  the  spirit  and  object  of  the  lav,  yet  liable,  on  any 
occasion,  to  be  refosed,  from  a  nominal  discrepance  with 
the  legal  requi«ti«i. 

The  various  laws  of  Congress  in  re^wct  to  foreign 
coins  having  obviously  contemplated  their  rejection  fnMn 
general  circulation  so[soon  as  circumstances  might  eonve- 
ntently  authorize  that  measure,  and  as  the  **  Spanish  mill- 
ed  dollar**  will  ere  long  disappear  in  foreign  trade,  the 
present  occasion  appears  fiivorable  to  an  expanded  con- 
sideration of  this  subject. 

In  countries  where  gold  and  silver  compose  exclusive- 
ly, or  chiefly,  the  currency,  it  is  a  general  and  very  con- 
venient practice  to  use  national  ccnns.  The  public  seal  is 
a  satisbctMy  evidence  of  their  value,  and  the  money  unit 
and  its  parts,  being  uniformly  exhibited,  facilitates  com- 
putatioiT.  This  usual  practice  did  not,  however,  obtain, 
when  our  circulation  was  principally  metallic)  and  the 
motives  of  convenience,  which  recommend  an  eztensiTe 
issue  of  standard  coins,  cease  to  have  influence  in  fHir  pre- 
sent circumstances.  Our  currency  is  bank  note^  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  precious  metab,  except  as  change.  The 
money  unit  of  the  United  States,  or  its  concurrent  tender, 
"  Spanislt  nulled  dolUrs,"  is  rarely,  if  ever,  seen  in  circu- 
lation. The  currency  differs  from  that  of  all  other  na- 
tions extensively  commercial,  jn  being  truly  and  effective- 
ly paper,  secured  by  a  specie  fund,  held  by  its  Msuers, 
tne  banks. 

The  pubGc  are  deeply  interested  in  the  ameuDt  of  thb 
safety  ftmdi  but  it  does  not  appear  to  be  of  any  importance 
to  their  convenience  or  security,  whether  it  oonnts  of 
gold,  or  of  silver,  of  coins,  or  bullion. 

Its  peculiar  character  cannot  be  of  any  consequence  to 
the  banks,  as  thdr  interest  merely  requires  a  supply  suffi- 
cient tat  every  exigency,  of  wbaterer  may  be  deaipnated 
lawfiil  mon^. 

Gold  and  mlver,  whether  coined  or  not,  are  viewed  in 
the  commercial  world  as  bullion,  and  valued  according  to 
tlieir  quantity  of  fine  mcUl.  The  stamp  of  the  United 
States  adds  notiiiiig  to  tiie  value  of  the  precious  metals 
abroad;  and,  as  it  is  a  cosUy  impression.  It  should  only  be 
applied  when  necessary  to  the  general  convenience  or  the 
community.  It  is  not  perceived  in  what  respect  the  pub- 
lic convenience  is  promoted  by  the  coini^  of  silver, 
which  passes  temporarily  into  the  vaults  of  the  banks,  and 
is  soon  afterwuds  again  melted  by  refiners  in  foreign 
nations. 

That  such  is  the  course  and  effect  of  commeroal  enter- 
prise, will  be  evident  upon  reference  to  the  mint  opera- 
timis,  and  to  our  tnsde  in  the  preaous  metals. 

The  director  of  the  mint  states  that  the  American  cmn 
possesMd  by  the  Bank  of  the  Umted  States  and  ite 
>r^(JiC8,  is  less  than  two  millions  of  dollars,  or  about  one- 
axth  part  of  its  specie.  AssunuDg  a  similar  ratio  for  the 
State  bank^  (which  is  a  liberal  estimate,  considering  the 
advantageous  position  of  the  former  institution,]  the  en- 
tire amount  of  American  cmn  held  by  the  banks  does  not, 
likely,  much  exceed  four  millions  oi  dollars.  Taking  the 
issues  of  on^  two^  and  three  dollar  notes,  in  the  Eastern 
States,  ai  a  guide,  it  does  not  seem  probable  that4here  is 
a  greater  amount  of  silver  in  general  drculation,  ofallde- 
nomination^  than  five  millions  of  dollars,  of  which,  per- 
haps^ three  to  four  milHons  are  American  c<Mn. 

According  to  this  estimate,  the  national  coins  do  not, 
likely,  exceed  seven  to  eight  millions  of  dollars  in  wlver. 
The  mint  has  fobricated  thirty-seven  millions,  of  which 
nine  millions  were  of  gold.  Considering  that  twenty  mil- 
lions of  silver  coins  have  been  issued  unce  1817,  and  about 
eleren  nuUioni  witUn  the  hit  fire  yeara^  the  inntifity  and 
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inexpediency  of  eztenBive  op^rationa  ftt  the  mint  are  mani- 
fest. Our  coina  being  lesa  valui^le  than  Spanish  dollara, 
or  those  of  the  new  American  Statea,  wotild  hare  the  effect 
to  maintain  them  excluuvely  in  domestic  V.rcuIatj0n,  if 
the  currency  was  metaliioi  but  the  same  cause*  that  of  be> 
ing  overrated,  induces  the  huikfi  to  tender  them  on  all  oc- 
cftnoDS  when  spede  is  demanded  for  exportation,  unless 
they  can  obtain  an  acceptable  profit  on  tiwir  foreign  dol- 
lars. The  difference  of  intrinwc  value  is  about  four  to 
fire  mills  each>  but  foreign  dollars  have  commanded  from 
one-half  to  one  and  one-fourth  per  cent,  premiumi  hence 
tile  mferiori^  in  Tslae  of  our  cdna  teiKU  to  haaten  thnr 
exportation. 

The  amount  of  foreign  gold  and  ailver  coins  exported 
uunully*  diuing  five  years  ending  with  Se{itember,  1829, 
ftppears  to  be  about  nx  uid  one-third  imlllions  of  dol- 
lars. 


1835,  specie  exported 
1836, 
183r, 
1838, 
1839. 


#8,797,055 
4,098,678 
6,971,306 
7,550,439 
4»311,134 

5)31,7*8,618 


Avenge  ez|Knti  yearly,  #6^345,733 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


The  avenge  yearly  amount  of  American  coins  for  three 
years,  (which  are  uie  only  ^stinct  returns,)  is  about 
dght  hundred  thousand  dwars. 


1837.  American  ctuns  exported, 

1838.  do. 

1839.  do. 


Average  annual  export. 


$1,043,600 
693,000 
612,900 

3)3.349,500 

*783,167 


From  which  it  appears  that  there  are,  in  all.  upwards  of 
seven  millions  of  doILuv  •Jimially  exp<»1ed. 

Hie  imports  of  gold  and  silver,  during  the  aune  time, 
average  seven  and  one-fifth  millions. 


1435.  specie  imported, 

1836,  do7  - 

1837.  do. 

1838.  do. 

1839,  do. 


1825.  Mexico  and  S.  Amenca.  $6,014,900 

1826.  do.  6,778,300 

1827.  do.  4*735,800 

1828.  do.  6.136,700 

1829.  do.  5.913.500 


3.684,000 
3,657,100 
5,704.300 
5.533,800 
5,e73.500 


5)29,579,100  34.251,700 


$6,150,765 
6,880,066 
8,151,130 
-      -  7,489,741 
7,403.613 

5)36.076,314 

Averaife  nnpoits  yearly,  $7,315,243 

Durii^  tiie  same  period,  the  exports  to  Mexico  and 
South  America  areraf[ed.  yearly,  dotnestic  prodoce,  about 
lour  and  a  half  Bllbonsi  ftwefpi  produce,  tax  n^mii^ 
viz. 

Esporu.  DoBMtle.  Tfntiga. 

1835,  Mexico  and  S.  America,   $5,117,900  8,533,400 

1836.  do.  4,717,700  8,337,600 
1827.               do.  4,561, 500     4, 879,  «00 

1838.  do.  4.633.300  4.509,600 

1839,  do.  4^343,400  3.459,100 


Ezpwts  avenge  yetriy^ 


5)33,361,700 

39.619.500 

$4^653.360 

5,933.900 

Importt  from  these  countries  nearly  mx  millions  of  dot 
Ian  OT  merchan^se,  and  neariy  fire  niUions  of  g^d  and 
alver. 


Imports  yeariyaTenge,      $5.915,830  4^SW,50O 

These  Tuieus  details  appear  to  authorize  the  CAoviag 
condunons: 

first  That  it  is  of  no  importance  to  the  pabuc.  or  to 
the  hxaia,  the  description  of  the  nlver  money  that  consd- 
tutes  tiie  specie  fund,  provided  a  sufficiency  of  Amcricsn 
coin  for  change  can  be  obtained,  and  that  CoEtfresi  give 
a  legal  character,  as  was  the  practice  fbrmeify,  to  the 
foreign  coins  wluch  usually  drculate  in  general  commerce. 

Second.  That  American  coins  being  overrated,  ^|^'m 
comparison  with  foreign  dollars,  docs  not  prevent  tiusr 
fVee  exportation.  ,      ,   .  ... 

Tliird.  That  the  demand  for  silver  for  mtemal  orcua- 
tion  is  of  very  trivial  amount. 

Fourth.  That  a  large. portion  of  the  goHmnd  silver  coins 
imported  is  purchased  with  foreign  produce,  and  is  in 
transit,  destined,  through  our  a^ncy,  for  distributioD,  to 
supply  the  wants  of  oOier  nations. 

If  these  opinions  are  well  founded,  the  pold  and  «lTer 
coins  import^  are  commercial  conunodities^  calculated 
for  foreign  consumption,  and  entitled  to  every  lacilhyaiid 
privilege  consistent  with  sound  policy. 

An  error  havingbeen  committed  in  establidrinr  the  mo- 
ney unit  "of  the  value  of*  Spanish  dollar"  at  three  hoa. 
dred  and  seventy.one  gr^ns  and  onc-Aurtfa  of  pnic  alva-, 
there  are  two  modes  in  which  the  ensting  and  cxmaetpiMt 
inconvenience  may  be  remedied.  _   _  _ 

Krit  The  error  may  he  rectified,  without  mfltctiig 
any  injury  of  consequence,  or  prejudice  to  property  m 
contracts,  by  caunng  the  rate  of  coinage  to  conform  to 
the  original  and  clearly  expressed  intention  of  the  law,  ti«t 
of  three  hundred  and  seventy-four  gnuns  of  fine  aiiTer  to 
the  unit  or  dollar,  bring  the  value  of  a  Spamah  doUar  in 
1793,  and  Umiting  Ute  tend^of  the  half  doflan  now  ia 
circulation  to  payments  often  dollant  or. 

Second.  The  incmivenient  effect  of  the  error  may  Iw 
corrected  by  adhering  to  the  estahfiahcd  and  existing  nlvcr 
standard,  by  rejecting  the  anu^tt  currency  and  money  of 
contract,  a  "Spanish  milled  dollar,"  as  a  tender  by  tale, 
and  by  estimating  all  foreign  coins  as  bullioD,  and  rege- 
lating the  measure  of  its  value  by  its  quantity. 

The  committee  are  decidedf^  in  bvor  of  tfits  hUer 
course.  A  new  and  powerful  mirit  is  nearly  completed, 
and  American  coins  ought  hereafter  to  be  the  oidy  me- 
tallic money  in  domestic  circulation.  The  Spanish  dolhr 
will  soon  be  unknown  in  foreign  trade;  the  dollara  of  the 
new  American  States  have  not  yet  been  legally  recoj- 
nisedt  and  specie  being  unusually  abundant,  the  carcoia- 
stancea  are  propitious  to  tike  permanent  adi^tion  of  a 
measure  which  has  been  long  contemplated. 

The  silver  coins  in  the  banks  diould  be  neved  as  ^ 
money  of  commww,  the  value  of  which  is  determined  1? 
its  quantity  of  fine  metal.  This  course  is  in  accmdsacc 
with  sound  mercantile  principle^  and  with  former  asa«- 
Congress  has  repeatedly  sanctioned  it  by  regulating  fee 
value  of  Britirfi,  Portuguese,  French,  and  Spanish  grfd; 
and  also  of  five  franc  pieces  and  crowns  of  France;  gtvii^ 
them  curtency,  according  to  their  wdgfat  when  tendered, 
at  ntea  Tnlff*M^***  to  mmute  fractions,  varying  with  tbe 
standards  of  their  re»e£tive  n^ts;  a  course  trf'-poCer 
which  is  equitable  to  »SL  in  its  effects,  and  beneficial  u 
well  as  accommodating  to  commercial  operations. 
Our  merchants  import  these  dollars  to  diacha^  thei; 
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debts,  or  to  make  purchases  from  foreien  nations.  When 
the  imported  dollar  or  373^  to  374  grains  of  fine  nlver  is 
received  on  arrival  at  the  vahie  of  371^  grains,  the  import- 
ing merchant  is  taxed  two-thirds  of  one  per  cent  upon 
his  proi»er^,  wliich  is  nwney.  Suppose  these  dollars  are 
minted  into  Ainerican  coinst  one  hundred  doUan  and  one- 
half  will  be  fiinushed  to  the  depoator  for  every  one  hundred 
dollars  imported,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States  of 
one  and  one-fourth  per  cent.,  according  to  the  statement 
of  the  director  of  tne  mint;  and  when  thus  converted,  at 
this  heavy  expense  to  the  .public,  the  one  hundred  and 
one-half  dollars  of  American  coin  are  less  nduable  abroad 
than  the  one  hundred  dollars  imparted*  as  will  be  perceiv- 
ed by  reference  to  copies  of  actual  sales  in  France.* 

If  these  cmns  were  a  legU  tender  on  the  prindple  re* 
gahtion  appUed  to  other  cans  noted,  being  cuTrent, 
wei^,  at  the  correct  value  ascertuned  by  mint  experi- 
ments, that  of  1 16  1-10  cents  per  ounce,  justice  would  be 
rendered  to  the  importing  merchant;  a  heavy  annual  ex- 
pense would  be  saved  to  the  United  States}  and  banking 
and  commercial  transactions  would  be  greatly  facilitated. 
If  our  currency  was  metallic,  pujilic  convenience  might 
reasonably  demand,  and  properly  discharge,  the  expense 
of  cotiuDg  all  ulver  previous  to  iia  being  tendered  in  pay- 
ments. 

The  foreign  dollars  being  imported  for  no  other  object 
than  exportation,  it  appears  to  be  a  departure  from  sound 
policy,  to  countenance  regulations  that  cause  a  deduction 
tantamount  to  the  imposition  of  a  tax  of  one-half  per  cent 
on  a  commodity,  as  it  were,  but  temporarily  in  entrepot. 

It  is  yet  more  inju^cious  to  incur  a  heavy  annual  ex- 
pense at  the  mint,  in  giving  these  coins  a  new  character 
(that  of  United  States*  doUars)  leas  known  in  commerce, 
and,  consequently,  rather  a  dindvanb^ous  alteration. 

The  chances  of  profit  to  the  mercliant  are  greater  when 
an  export  of  the  precious  metals  is  made  in  foreign  coins. 
TUey  may  be  returned  to  the  countries  from  whence  they 
iwued,  (w  where  Uiey  are  current,  and  be  used  on  arrival 
13  effective  money;  or  some  of  them  may  be  received  in 
particular  States  with  partiality,  as  is  the  case  in  France 
with  Spanish  dollars,  or  those  of  the  new  States,  which 
ippear  to  command  ux  centimes  each,  or  about  1  1-7  per 
lent,  more  than  our  coins,  although  the  difference,  ac- 
;ording  to  the  mint  test,  is  but  one-half  per  cent. 

It  has  been  suggested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
tad  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  whose  opinions  are  Justly 
entitled  to  great  respect,  that  the  existing  inconveniences 
would  be  removed,  by  regulating  the  Mexican  doUftraUme 
IS  a  legal  tender,  by  tale,  in  payments. 

The  committee  are  inclined  to  view  this  recommenda- 
ion  as  not  su^cientl^  efficacious.  Our  uniform  appella^ 
ion  of  "  Spanish  milled  dollars"  embraced  the  coins  of]  1826  to  1830,  5  yeari 


as  aacertuned  by  the  mint  If  this  just  right  be  so  restrict- 
ed as  to  protect  the  community  in  their  ordinary  dealings 
irom  inconvenience,  the  regulation  of  all  such  foreign 
coins  as  our  merchants  trade  in,  as  legal  tenders,  (accord- 
ing to  quantity  of  fine  metal,)  cannot  fiul  to  Militate  and 
benefit  conmerciid  transactions. 

In  conformity  with  these  views,  the  committee  recom- 
mend that  the  dollars  of  Mexico,  Central  America,  Peru, 
Chili,  and  La  Plata,  and  also  the  dollars  restamped  in 
Brazil,  of  the  denomination  of  960  reas,  shall  be  a  legal 
tender  in  all  payments  above  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, at  the  rate  of  116  1-10  cents  per  ounce  troy,  pro- 
vided the  aforesaid  coins  shall  be  of  the  usual  standard 
fineness  of  10  ounces  15^  pennyweif^ts  of  fine  ulver  to 
the  pound  troy  of  12  ounces;  and  that  the  five  franc  pieces 
of  France,  of  the  standard  of  10  ounces  16  pennywetghts 
^ne  to  the  pound  troy,  shall  likewise  be  a  legal  tender  in 
all  payments  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  at  the  rate  of 
116  4-10  cents  per  ounce  troy. 

The  committee  be^  leave  to  annex  to  this  report  some 
valuable  documents  in  relation  to  the  mint,  which  have 
been  fiiniishedbythe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  com- 
muidcations  from  the  highly  respectable  director  of  that 
institution  wilt  be  perused  with  much  interest  and  satis&c- 
tion,  as  they  exhibit  great  skill  and  accuracy  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  a  scientific,  intricate,  and  important  esta- 
blishment. 

The  result  of  the  mint  operations  may  be  stated  thus: 
1794  to  1830.  37  years— 

-  -  '      -  -         -  9,33i,000 

-     •    -  27,480,000 


Gold  coined. 
Silver  etnned, 


(36,815.000 


Expense, 
Wastage, 


854,000 
1X7,000 

1971,000  or  2t  per  cent 


Gain  on  copper,  #127,300 

1817  to  1830,  14  yeara— 
Gold, 
Silver, 


Expense, 
Wastage, 


ipain,  and  of  its  various  mints  in  America.  The  (Uscri- 
nination  nigj^ested  bub^  not  be  newed  agreeablyt  and 
here  ia  no  evidence  that  any  of  the  South  American  dot- 
ars  (except  those  of  Colombia)  differ  in  any  degree  as  to 
tandard  ffneness,  nor  is  Uie  least  valuable  of  tiiem  inferior 
o  our  dollar. 

The  measure  proposed  would  prevent  the  recurrence 
if  the  difficulty  experienced  at  New  York,  but  it  could 
lave  no  tendency  to  establish  Mexican  dollars  of  373^  to 
74  grains  in  concurrent  and  promiscuous  circulation  viQi 
imeiican  ctnn  of  371i  grains  of  fine  nlver.  It  would  not 
eUeve  the  mint  from  its  present  oppressive  duty  of  coin- 
tg,  uselessly,  foreign  dollars,  at  the  heavy  expense  of 
wenty  thousand  dolUrs  yearly,  nor  would  it  produce  the 
esirable  and  equitable  effect  of  enabling  our  enterprinng 
lerchants  to  obtain  the  just  value  for  their  money  on  ita 
rrival.  Formerly,  when  a  merchant  imported  crowns  or 
ve  franc  pieces,  or  goidf  he  was  authorized  to  tender 
lem  in  all  payments  at  their  uitrinuc  worth  in  fine  metal, 

•  Bc«Sc«>Marj«rtkaTmnr)'*si*p«rlsn|*lilaslM. 


Gold, 
Silver, 


Expense, 
Wastage, 


-  3,800,000 

-  20,100,000 

»23,900,000 

325,000 
66,000 

$391,000  or  1}  per  cent. 

-  1,303,000 

-  10,937,000 


»13,34O,00O 


131,500 
30,000 


»151,500  or  H  per  cent 


Jlmwal  aetn^  (2epoBt/<e  nfcer. 

1836  to  1830,  5  years— 

BulUon^  .... 
Mexican  dollars   .  1,500,000 
Spanish  dollar^  •  150,000 
Various  coioa,     •  150^000 


600,000 


Coin^ 

Average  yearfy  deponte  of  iQver, 

Digitized  by 


1,800,000 
93,400,000 


Google 


APPENDIX— GaU$  Sf  Seaton't  Regi$Ur, 


31«tCoji«.  2dSEM.] 


SUttrCwa. 


From  these  statements,  'A  appears  that  the  mint  has  coin- 
ed, since  its  establishment  in  1794,  about  thirty-seven  mil- 
lions of  dolbrs,  oT which  amount  four-fifUu  prtAably  have 
been  exported,  leavinff  only  seven  to  eight  millions  in  the 
United  States,  after  incurring  the  heiny  ei^enditure 
nearly  one  million  of  dollars. 

The  slvcr  coinage  of  the  last  fire  years  is  nearly  eleven 
minions,  or  about  two^fifths  of  the  entire  quantity  minted 
of  tbat  metal.  Of  these  eleven  milfions^  about  eight  nul- 
lions  have  been  coined  from  foreign  dolhrs,  chiefly  of  tbkt 
desciiption  which  is  most  current  in  general  commerce. 
The  new  character  will  certainly  not  be  advantageous  to 
tliur  final  disposal,  though  it  has  been  effected  at  an  ex- 
pense to  the  public  of  wiSy  one  bnndred  thousand  doUara. 

Tlie  committee  have  already  expressed  the  opinion  that 
this  weighty  expenditure  of  the  public  money  on  standard 
foreign  coins  is  not  recompensed  by  any  sort  of  public 
benenti  and  the  following  extract  rr<Mn  a,  letter  (^the 
director  of  the  mint  afibrw  stronif  confirmatofy  testimony 
of  its  correctness. 

"  The  specie  of  the  United  States'  Bank  is  now  nearly 
eleven  miuions,  and  of  this  amount  tliey  have  less  than  two 
milQoni  in  our  cnn— a  aum  which  does  not  exceed  the 
amount  delivered  that  buik  from  the  mint  within  the  pre- 
sent year.  Our  coinage  for  that  institution,  from  1824  to 
this  time,  exceeds  eleven  millions  of  dollars." 

This  account  seems  to  authorize  the  impression  that  our 
coins  go  abroad  almost  as  speediljr  as  they  are  fabricated. 
Whatever  may  be  truly  the  case,  it  is  very  evident thatdie 
minting  of  fin«ign  coins  ia  a  useless  expen^ture  of  the 
public  revenue  to  a  large  amount  annually. 

If  the  total  quantity  of  coins  in  geneial  circulatiMi  be 
cwrectly  estimated  at  five  milliona  of  dollars,  the  wear  and 
necetaary  supply  for  an  increasing  population  cannot,  under 
our  present  system  of  money,  create  a  yearly  demand  for 
more  than  two  to  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  new 
coins,  in  addition  to  the  amount  in  circulation. 

The  deposite  of  silver  bullion,  for  five  years  past,  ap- 
pears to  be  incr«anngt  and  ita  annual  average  bdng 
$600,000,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  but  the  mint  will  be 
abundantly'  supplied  with  ulver  for  every  useful  and  de- 
sirable object. 

The  director  of  the  mint  is  of  opinion  that  certificates 
of  depoMtesmaybe  issued  inoneto  five  days^and  the  com- 
mittee recommend  to  the  consideration  of  the  House  the 
expediency  of  adopting  such  measures  as  will  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  'treasury  to  pay  the  amount  of  all 
depoiitea  of  bullion  as  mtedSty  aa  the  value  can  be  ascer- 
tained, deducting  therefrom  one  half  per  cent.,  which  the 
director  itatestobe  the  usual ^scount  on  these  certificates. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  from  the  mint  return, 
tbat  there  must  be  a  scarcity  of  quarter  dollars,  and  they 
thinV  the  operations  of  the  mint  might  be  advantag^eously 
extended  in  the  £ibncation  of  that  coin,  and  also  m  dimes 
and  hidf  dimes.  Late  ezperimento  amon^  the  sdenljfic 
artista  of  France  encourage  the  expectation  of  improve- 
ments in  the  mode  of  assay,  calculated  to  establiA  greater 
accuracy  and  uniformity  in  its  results. 

The  suggestion  of  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  re- 
ference to  the  relative  proportion  of  alloy  in  coin's,  is  ju- 
dicious, and  its  adoption  would  nmplify  the  process  of 
idloylng.  The  decimal  <UvtS)on8  are  convenient,  and  ap- 
propriate to  our  monetarv  system.  One-tenth  part  of 
standard  coins,  whether  ^Id  or  silver,  is  recommended  by 
convenience.  The  existing  proportion  of  \t9  to  1,66^ 
in  silver  coins,  is  very  irregular,  and  without  any  apparent 
benefit. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  any  of  our  silver  ctnns  should 
contain  minute  factions  of  a  grain,  when  an  entire  grain 
of  nlver  is  only  worth  about  one-fourth  of  one  cent.  The 
singular  mioutencM  of  fractions,  usual  in  all  mint  regfula- 
tlons,  is  inconvenient  in  caleul^ion,  and  unsuitable  aa  a 
meaiure,  where  the  value  depends  exchwvely  on  its  quan- 


tity.  It  was  wisely  and  appostely  renarked  bjinem.- 
nent  philoaopher,  that  tbe  "broken  proportion  of  bsc 
metab  to  sflver,  in  tbe  standard  of  tbe  serenJ  nlnls,  sNib 
to  have  been  introduced  by  the  duD  of  mca  o^bftd  a 
oobut^,  to  keep  that  art  (as all  trades  tnaBiiA)tm 
tery,  r^er  than  for  any  me  orneceaitf  diere  ra  fe 
such  broken  numbers.  ** 

Tbe  committee,  in  conchuMN^  beg  kare  totepott  tk 
acoompanyii^  bin. 

A. 

HocsK  or  RsraniiTiTiTi^ 
Stied  CommitUt  m  Con^Jbnwyi,  m. 
Sia:  I  am  instructed  by  tlwSdectCoaaitter  on  CnM 
to  enclose  for  your  consideratioo  a  copy  Ac  raofaitiDn 
(rf'  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Um23<1  ullm>,u^ 
to  a^  tbe  bvor  of  your  cmiimmncatipg  to  tben  jofonn- 
tion  on  the  fbUowing  points: 

1st.  Whathasbeentheresuhof  theeiperieneeofthe 
director  of  the  mint,  m  regard  to  a  eoopn^w  t^mtt 
of  silver  dollars,  issued  by  Spain,  or  its  Annion  pmm- 
ces,  and  those  subsequently  coined  by  Ae  <k^^<^ 
ments  in  those  provmcei^  as  to  fiMnas.  «" 
workmanships 

2d.  Has  any  thing  occurred  in  the  counc  of  hu  imev 
ligations,  rendering  it  nccessuy  to  the  iiXeam 
which  be  fiimished  to  tbe  President  of  the  United  Saws 
in  December,  1826,  of  the  aretage  renilt  of  num««» 
assays  of  dollars  of  the  new  American  Stsfri,  c  « 
franc  pieces  of  France  ? ' 

3d.  Are  Spanish  American  dollars,  or  ll»s«  of «« »7 
States,  or  five  fianc  pieces,  frequently  'Icp'^'f^ 
conndcrable  amounts,  for  coinage^  And  ^''^"f  J*", 
in  American  coin  realize  the  value  estimstediiiticnp 
of  assays,  yielding  to  the  depontor  on  the  two 
gain,  by  talc,  of  four  to  seven  miUs  each*  OrwWa* 
general  or  averwe  result? 
4th.  What  is  found  to  be  the  degree  of  finenen  I*  r» 

Pina,  and  also  of  other  silver  buTBon,  unoUy  mp"" 
from  Mexico  and  South  America?  _ 

5th.  What  have  been  the  relative proportioitfrf^ 
bullion,  and  of  coin,  (distinguishing  old  or  deftod  '^ 
new,  or  coins  of  full  weight,)  annually  receivw  « 
mint,  from  1816  to  1830,  inclusive?    And  w*"*! 
of  silver  coin,  distinguishing  the  denominstiom  M* 
minted  yearly  during  that  period? 

6th.  What  is  the  average  amount  of  loss  in  toaa^'f 
on  the  estimated  value  by  assay  of  wlvcr  bullion  ««* 
to  the  dcpoutor  and  to  the  mint  respectively? 

7th.  U  the  loss  thus  accruing  upon  bullion  \mt^ 
by  the  relative  fineness  of  the  metal,  or  is  it  P**J*|.'^ 
old  or  new  coins?  And  wliat  is  the  amount  per  cflit  ij" 
on  each  denomination? 

8tb.  What  iatheaventfe  expense  C">chiiI>"S '^r^ 
tinguishing  the  amount  of  loss Bustuned  by  the  nw}" 
coining  half  dollars?   And  does  the  agrR^lc<=<'^"'^ 
and  to  what  extent,  when  manufacture  frcon  bulMn 
ain  ? 

9tb.  WhatnumberofhalfdoUarscanbecaiaedimw 

ly  at  the  mint,  when  at  full  work?  ^ 
10th.  M'hatquantityof  thelike  workwifltheMWiiP 
probably  execute  >  And  when  is  it  expected  to  «iiibw« 
operations?  ^ 
11th.  What  are  the  relative  quantities  of  *f^J* 
half  dollars  that  can  be  Otuned  in  an  equal  penal  □<  °v 
And  what  is  tbe  amount  of  a^regate  expense  respecting 

12th.  Assuming  the  experience  of  recent  Jf»n 
basis  for  estimaUiig  the  probable  extent  of  c""*?^, 
descriptions,  witliin  what  time,  from  thcreccjpt««^ 
or  coin,  might  the  mint  undertake  to  stipulate 
depontor  for  the  delivery  of  coin  when  (he  newe*"*" 
ment  is  completed? 
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13th.  How  many  d»vs  usually  eUpse  before  a  mint  cer- 
icate  is  ianed.'  Ana  would  it  be  convenient  and  prac- 
:ab1e  to  fix  a  certain  and  Am\  period  for  rendering  these 
ceipts,  without  reference  to  tne  quantity  of  bullion  or 

in  deposited? 

14tlu  What  is  the  rate  or  discount  at  which  the  banks 
Pliiladelphia  generally  cash  mint  certificates? 
15th.  Does  the  assayer  melt  the  entire  mass  of  metal  or 
Tin  deposited  before  he  puts  it  to  the  test,  or  is  the  esti- 
ate  of  purity  made  upon  an  assay  of  a  small  portion  of 
le  quantity  r  And  if  so,  is  it  found  genendlyt  in  com- 
leting  the  refining,  that  the  result  corrc^onds  or  disa- 
rces  with  the  origmal  estimate? 

16th.  Is  the  mode  of  assaying  silver  at  the  mint  invaria- 
:c  ^  And  if  so,  arc  the  results  uniform,  or  arc  important 
iriations  occasionally  experienced  in  testing  similar  mix- 
ircs  of  metal?   What  is  the  mean  heat  in  fusion?  What 

the  proportion  of  lead  to  flue  metal?  Are  the  cupels 
r  the  ordiiiary  shape,  or  formed  with  high  ndes? 

17th.  Have  any  experiments  been  made  at  the  mint, 
:sting  the  fineness  of  silver  by  what  is  termed  the  humid 
lotle,  (precipitating  a  quantity  of  ahrer  (previously  dis- 
ilved  in  lutric  acid)  in  a  preparation  of  water  and  ma- 
ne salt? 

IStJi.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  oblige  the 
ommittee  by  causing  assays  to  be  executed  with  the  Rreat- 
st  accuracy,  and  with  all  convenient  dc^atch,  of  nine 
.'hole  and  nine  half  dollars,  coined  at  the  mmt,  and  taken 
idiscriminatcly  from  a  mass  of  recent  issues,  and  also  of 
ine  dollars  lately  minted  in  Mexico,  and  in  Peru,  during 
lie  same  year,  and  also  of  nine  five  franc  pieces  of  full 
r-eight,  the  operation  to  be  performed  on  one-third  part  of 
ach  denomination  of  these  coins,  at  the  mean  or  ordinary 
emperature  used,  at  a  low  liea^  and  also  at  an  elevated 
emperature;  and,  in  one  of  each  of  these  three  distinct 
perations,  the  quantity  of  lead  used  is  to  be  precisely  one 
tiird  of  the  weight  of  fine  «lver. 

The  committee  request  your  spmion  as  to  the  cxpedien- 
y,  in  the  existing  state  of  our  currency,  of  makmg  the 
ilvcr  dolkirs  of  the  late  Spanish  possessions  in  America, 
nd  five  fraiK  pieces  of  France,  legal  tenders  in  payments, 
ccording  to  our  standard;  and  tliey  will  feel  obliged  by 
ny  suggestions  which  you  may  think  it  advisable  to  pre- 
cnt  as  to  the  propriety  or  utility  of  additional  reguUtiona 
or  the  government  of  the  min^  in  respect  to  minting  fo- 
eign  CUIUS,  when  of  full  weight  and  standard  fineness,  as 
.  ell  as  to  the  practicability  or  advantage  of  the  Treasury 
turning  the  responsibility  of  disbursing  promptly  tlie 
mount  of  all  depositcs  of  bullion  at  the  mint,  at  the  ave- 
age  or  current  rate  of  discount  upon  mint  certificates. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obe- 
iicnt  servant, 

CAMPBELL  P.  WHITB. 
Hon.  8.  D.  Inaaii,  Seentarjf  of  the  TWotwy. 

B. 

TBunraT  DKrABTxiirr,  Pebnuoy,  1831. 
Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  ycMi  two  letters  from 
he  director  of  the  mint,  in  answer  to  the  inquiries  pro- 
founded  in  your  letters  of  the  5th  and  14th  January.  The 
onsidcrations,  which  seem  entitled  to  weight  in  determln- 
ngtho  propriety  of  nuking  Mexican  dollars  and  five  fmnc 
licces  a  legal  tender,  are  so  fully  presented  by  the  ^rcc- 
or  of  the  mint,  that  there  appears  to  be  but  little  to  add. 
do  not  percuvc  anyinjuty  that  can  ai-ise  from  admitting 
lOth  these  coins  as  a  tender  for  a  limited  time,  provided 
t  be  done  at  such  weight  as  will  clearly  make  it  the  into- 
-est  of  all  who  hold  them  to  cause  them  to  be  coined.  The 
lirL'ctur  of  the  mint  has  estimated  tlie  cost  of  coinage  to 
he  holder  of  bullion  at  about  one  per  cent.  The  foreign 
:oina  intended  to  be  made  a  tender,  shoiikl  of  course  con- 
un  an  excess  of  metal  over  tba  legal  value,  which  would 


somewhat  more  than  remunerate  for  this  loss,  as  an  in- 
ducement to  send  them  to  the  nunt. 

I  beg  leave  to  observe,  in  connexion  with  the  varioos 
matters  referred  to  your  committee,  that,  in  the  report 
made  to  the  Senate  in  1830,  on  the  relative  value  of  mid 
and  silver,  the  ratio  of  1  to  15  5-8  was  recommendm  as 
the  most  suitable  to  be  established  in  the  coin.  It  has 
since  been  suggested  from  a  highly  respectable  sout-ce, 
that  the  ratio  of  1  to  15.5?'69  might  be  preferable,  on  ac- 
count of  its  rendering  the  ratio  in  the  standard  metal  I  to 
16,  whereby  the  coins  could  be  used  aa  weights  for  each 
other,  one  silver  dollar  being  made  thereby  equal  to  six- 
teen gold  dollars.  At  the  first  view,  this  effect  appeared  so 
desirable  as  to  justify  a  corresponding  modification  in  the 
ratio  to  secure  it;  but,  upon  further  reflection,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  that  coined  pieces,  subject  to  continual 
change  by  attrition,  cannot  be  depended  upon  as  standards 
of  waght,  and  more  especially  as  the  snull  silver  pieces 
Qpon  uiis  plin  must  be  cluefly  used  to  weigh  gold  ctrina. 
The  former,  of  course  soon  becoming  light,  will  b«  bad 
standards  to  weigh  gold  with,  and,  so  far  as  they  might  be 
relied  upon  for  that  purpose,  would  tend  to  encourage 
the  circulation  of  H^ht  gold  coins. 

Another  modification  lias  occurred  to  me,  which  is  not 
liable  to  these  objectioits,  and  has  all  the  nmplicity  whicli 
could  be  desired.  If  the  standard  for  gold  and  ritver 
coins  be  established  at  9-10  fine,  1-10  alloy,  and  the  ratio 
of  1  to  15  5-8  in  the  pure  metals  be  adopted,  the  eagle 
will  welgii  237i  grains  pure,  and  264  grains  standard,  and 
the  wlver  dollar  will  weigh  371J  grains  pure,  and  412^ 
standard,  which  will  render  the  wciglit  of  the  eagle  and 
its  parts  in  whole  grains,  and  also  that  of  tlie  dolW  and 
itfl  parts  in  grains  and  binal  divisions  thereof. 

The  adoption  of  9-10  fine  for  the  standard  wilt  also  be 
attended  with  some  advantages,  whenever  it  nuy  be  ne- 
cessarj-  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  coins  by  weight.  The 
more  simple  this  intricate  subject  can  be  made,  the  great- 
er number  of  persona  will  be  protected  from  the  skill  of 
the  few.  The  present  standard  for  our  silver  coins  of 
1485-1664  is  peculiarly  exceptionable  on  this  account;  and 
as  there  is,  I  believe,  no  doubt  but  the  mixture  of  9-10 
fine,  and  1-10  alloy,  will  make  as  durable  a  c<an  as  any 
other,  there  seems  to  be  really  i^o  objection  whatever  to 
sucli  a  modification.  I  n^ed  scarcely  add,  that,  in  all  the 
changes  I  have  suggested  in  the  report  on  the  relative 
values  of  the  metal,  or  elsewhere,  the  present  weight  of 
the  fine  silver  in  tlie  dollar  ia  not  intended  to  be  changed, 
or  its  intrinsic  value  afTccted  in  the  slightest  degree.  When 
the  weight  of  the  dollar  was  fixed  at  416  grains  standard, 
it  was  probably  intended  to  correspond  as  nearly  as  posri- 
ble  witli  the  furnish  dollar,  then  almost  the  only  coin  in 
circulation.  That  reason  is  not  now  ehtitled  to  much,  if 
any,  weight,  as  the  proportion  of  Spanish  dollars  to  United 
States*  is  small,  and,  when  the  increased  power  of  the  mint 
lakes  eflcct,  must  daily  diminish. 

I  take  the  occasion  further  to  remark  that  the  ratio  of 
1  to  15  5-8  renders  the  pound  sterling  $4  75};  but  as  the 
intriiiMC  value  of  the  pound  sterling  m  «lver  dollars  must 
depend  on  the  market  value  of  the  fincrilver  contained 
;in  a  dolbtr,  it  is  not  important  that  the  legal  par  of  ex- 
cliangc  should  eonfbi-m  to  the  regulation  of  tlie  relative 
value  of  the  metals  in  the  coins.  It  would,  in  fact,  be 
more  convenient  to  make  the  legal  par  conform  to  the 
market  value  of  the  metal  in  which  the  standard  of  value 
in  the  United  States  is  determined;  because,  in  that  case, 
there  would  be  no  difference  between  the  nonUnal  and  the 
real  par.  The  relative  value  of  jfold  and  silver  in  the 
market,  as  heretofore  ascertained,  is  very  near  1  to  15.8. 
The  pound  sterling  will,  therefore,  at  real  par,  be  worth 
$i  80;  and  ifthe  legal  par  were  to  be  changed,  the  pound 
sterling  thoiild  be  estimated  at  that  sum,  which  i»  m  fact 
its  present  true  value,  as  estimated  in  all  operations  of  ex- 
change with  England.    And  if  it  were  so  fixed  by  law. 
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it  would  umplify  thete  operations  outeriall^,  be«des  fur- 
nishing a  most  convenient  mode  for  computin|f  exchanges 
with  Britain:  240  pence  (pound  sterling)  being  equal  to 
480  centsf  1  penny  sterling  is  equal  to  2  cents. ' 

But  to  alter  the  legal  par  from  94  44  to  $4  80  for  the 
pound  sterling,  would  increase  tbe  inrmce  value  of  import- 
ation from  England  about  8  per  cent.  The  change  ought 
not,  therefore,  to  be  made,  without  full  consideration  of 
its  effect  in  this  particular.  Id  the  mean  time,  however, 
there  is  no  objection  to  changing  the  ratio  of  the  pure  metal 
in  the  coins.  There  can  be  little  dfKibt  but  that  the  pre- 
sent ratio  of  1  to  15  fixes  gold  altogether  too  lowt  and 
unless  tiie  United  States'  mines  sliould  ftimisli  H  in  such 
abundance  as  to  reduce  the  price  throughout  the  world,  it 
inll  not  be  possible  to  mainttun  gold  to  any  extent  In  cir- 
culation, without  raiung  its  value  in  the  coins.  The  ratio 
of  1  to  15  5-8,  and  standard  of  9-10  fine,  arc  recommend- 
ed by  so  many  connderations,  as  to  require  some  special 
reason  for  adopting  any  other;  but  if  that  be  deemed 
proper,  I  should  strongly  incline  to  prefer  a  lower  ratlier 
tban  a  h^[tier  valuation  of  the  gold,  for  the  reasons  stated 
la  Uie  report  before  referred  to.  But  on  this  pinnt  I  can 
only  observe  that  there  is  no  reasonable  ground  now  vlii- 
for  apprehending  an  injurious  exportation  of  the  silver 
cmn  under  the  ratio  proposed;  and  we  may  be  the  more 
encouraged  in  adopting  it,  by  the  decision  of  the  Senate  in 
fiivor  of  a  considerably  higher  value  for  gold,  viz.  15.9  to  1. 

I  bave  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

S.  D.  INGHAM. 

Hon.  C.  P.  Wmitb. 


C. 


Mlirr  or  thx  Ukitsd  States, 
Phihd^hia,  January  23,  1831. 

Sia:  Incompliance  with  your  request,  under  date  of 
the  7th,  accompanying  a  copy  of  the  tetter  tlierein  refer- 
red to,  addressed  to  the  department  by  a  select  committee 
of  the  House  of  Represenutlves,  I  have  now  tlie  honor  to 
submit  the  information  in  my  posseenon,  on  the  several 
pmnts  presented  by  the  committee,  which  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  to,  numerically,  in  their  order,  without  reating  tliem. 

Ist.  The  dollars  issued  by  the  new  States  of  Mexico, 
Central  America,  and  Peru,  are  equal  in  fineness  and 
weight  to  thoae  issued  under  the  dommion  of  Spain.  The 
Bolwian  dcdlar,  and  that  of  La  Plata,  are  probably  equal 
to  the  foregoing,  but  are  rare  and  little  known  at  the  mint. 
The  Chilian  dollar  is  of  the  same  fineness  as  the  above,  but 
inferior  thereto  in  weight,  usually,  by  one  grain  each.  All 
thoae  coins  exhibit,  in  general,  a  less  careful  workmanship 
than  the  ordinary  Spanish  dollar.  The  Colombian  coin, 
improperly  eaUed  a  doHar,  is  far  inferior  to  its  denomina- 
tion, both  in  fineness  and  weight. 

3d.  The  statements  communicitted  to  the  President,  De- 
cember 37,  1836,  are  not  impaired  by  the  results  of  sub- 
sequent assays,  in  regard  to  the  fineness  of  the  coins  issued 
by  the  new  American  States.  They  are,  however,  found 
to  weigh  lightly  less  in  recent  depoutes  than  those  state- 
ments exhibit.  This  reaults  partly  from  the  increasing 
proportion  of  coins,  somewhat  diminished  b^  wear,  whicB 
enter  now  into  all  depontet  of  that  descriptioii,  and  partiy 
froin  the  fact  that  our  weights  have  been  adjusted  »ncc 
that  day  by  the  standard  troy  pound  designated  in  the  act 
of  Congress  of  Hay  19th,  1828,  and  bave  thereby  become 
a  little  Dcavier.  We  Iiave  had  so  little  experience  in  re- 
gard to  the  five  franc  ptcces  since  1826,  that  nothing  can 
be  usefully  added,  respecting  coins,  to  the  statements  then 
mad^  except  in  regard' to  their  weight,  which  will  be  ef- 
fected in  aoroe  degree  by  the  conwdcrations  just  mention- 
ed. A  few  q>ecimens  ch  tlie  issues  of  1829  were  tried  in 
that  year  at  your  request,  and  their  value  found  to  be 
ninety^bree  cents  four  mills,  as  mentioned  in  my  letter  of 
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the  30th  September,  annexed  to  jmr  report  00  the  1^ 
of  gold  and  silver. 

3d.  Spanish  dollara,  and  those  of  the  new  Heiicu 
States,  specially  Mexico,  form  a  very  consdenble  pro- 
portion  of  the  depontea  at  the  mint,as  wiUappetr  bfK- 
ferring  to  table  A,  hereto  annexed.  The  coindm&Bi 
mentioned  under  No.  2  tend  to  render  the  reaiH  Ins  fi. 
vorable  to  the  depoutors  than  the  stateniniti  bercniUui 
ed  to  would  indicate.  The  average  giui  on  Mescu  dol- 
lars, as  now  received,  may  be  estimated  itlrailiwrtotvt 
mills  each. 

In  regard  to  the  Spanish  dollar,  our  experience liilm 
the  past  year,  and  eniecially  in  recent  depoatei,  luiben 
conspicuously  at  variance  with  the  sutaneDliof  1826.  S^ 
venidepoKtesoflai^  suma  have  been  Ibnnd  to  iffirii 
vcrj'  trivial  gain  on  recoinage.  This  is  due  vbollr  to  i 
deficit  in  weiglit  not  exhibited  at  the  mint  in  uij  ^noer 
year,  and  indicating  that  a  considerable  propcdion  ofthe 
Spanish  dollars  remaining  In  the  United  SutM  «n  ihe 
residue  of  parcels  from  wbich  the  most  perfect  coins  bave 
been  selected.  The  effect  of  tiiis,  added  to  tbe  lusptn- 
sion  of  new  emissions,  by  wliich  their  avenge  »<a(bl  could 
be  partially  sustaiaed,  must  render  such  resuluinrelition 
to  depusites  of  the  Spanidi  dollar  frequent  hcmfttr.  A 
deposite  of  these  coins,  amounting  to  |I70,000,  weijWon 
the  13t]i  instant,  is  a  further  illustration  of  tlui  btt-ftc 
gain  being  only  nine-tentiis  of  a  mill  per  dolbr. 

Five  franc  pieces  are  not  deposited  in  meh  qmatitiai* 
to  afford  data  for  an  average  in  rcsard  to  then.  K«  if 
posite  of  this  coin,  meriting  notice,  nasbeenmsdeiiiKCOi 
years. 

4th.  Of  Uie  amount  of  bullion  received  within  tht  [»■ 
riod  embraced  by  table  A,  and  exhibited  in  the  firfl  co- 
lumn, above  one-tenth  part  conasted  of  PlsU  Pins-  1^ 
term  is  applied  to  silver  collected  by  the  »id  of  mneuTi 
and  brought  to  the  mint  without  baring  been  melted.  Tw 
average  value  of  this  form  of  bullion,  when  reduced  loi 
condition  suitable  (br  assaying',  m«y  be  stated  it  |1  ^f" 
ounce  troy,  beingabout  eight  and  one-third  jier  cent-  f^J 
the  standard  value  of  our  silver  coins.  It  istobenfa 
however,  that  Plata  Pina  is  subjected  to  melting  btf«i^ 
is  assayed,  and  in  this  process  is  diminished,  or  tn  inn^. 
about  three  per  cent,  in  weight,  by  the  dissps^o"  ofaw 
remains  of  mercury,  and  of  humidity  absorbed  bjibtf* 
rous  quality  of  this  form  of  bullion,  as  also  the  rp*""" 
of  other  extraneous  matters  occaaonally  found  tbnen;" 
that,  in  this  condition  of  iu  or^naiy  delivery  it  liitj^'-' 
its  value  may  be  estimated  at  about  five  and 
cent,  above  its  weight  in  silver  coins.  BulEoo  »  i*" 
descriptions,  on  an  average  of  the  whole  sroountembtw 
in  tiie  table,  is  found  to  be  worth  about  $1  21  centsi" 
ounce,  being  about  five  per  cent,  above  the  viluewf'"* 
ard  nlver.  It  is  proper  to  stote,  that  all  lilver,  not  in  t* 
form  of  coin,  !•  in  this  arrangement  de™™"*^''"^ 
which  thus  includes  a  pro^trtion  of  ^ 
mass  of  it,  however,  consistaof  Mlverwrochlml'**''"^ 
ed  only,  but  not  wrought  in  any  manner-  _  I 

5Ul.  Table  A  exhi^Jta  tbe  proportions  of  silver  bua*  ! 
and  coin  received  at  the  mint,  and  also  the  amwal  tj* 
several  denominations  of  silver  coins  issued  sbhw^J""  i 
1815  to  1850,  inclusive.  No  separation  i>  made oTWi^ 
defaced  from  new  and  perfect  coins.    Theysre  wlr*^ 
ed  by  weight  as  bulGon.    Iu  the  column  of  vm™'^ 
a  large  amount  of  irregukr  coins  of  Spatiiifb  ^"^^ 
embraced,  called  hammered  and  cast  •l®"*'*','^.^ 
European  coins,  of  which,  except  the  five  frwc  pi 
the  amount  is  inconsiderable;  and  of  these,  less  / 
hundred  thousand  dollara  are  to  be  found 
posited,  within  the  period  assumed.   The  column 
natcd  Mexican  dollara  embraces  also  that  ^ Centr»i  «J 
rica,  Peru,  and  Chili,  which  are  generalty  «P*"Iv_^ 
tlie  Mexican,  but  constitute  an  incomMenble  pwp^ 
of  the  amount  under  this  head. 
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fidi.  The  ftverwe  low  hy  wuUge  on  aiWer  cmnagc  xtmy 
>e  sUted  ftt  the  fourth  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amonnt 
;oined.  The  last  four  yean  give  «  snuJl  fnction  leu. 
This  is  borne  by  the  United  Stateti  the  depositor  reoeiv- 
in  coins,  Mreeablv  to  l&v,  all  tiie  fine  metal  he  brings, 
4id  irithout  cMife  ii  the  bulliiMi  be  of  standard  Wiality^. 
f  it  be  aboTB  standard,  tiie  depodtor  is  charged  iw  the 
equinte  alloy,  and,  if  below  >t»ndard,  he  is  charged  witii 
he  expense  of  the  nuteriala  required  for  reSning. 

7th.  The  wastage  is  not'influenced  by  the  character  of 
he  bul^n  as  to  fineness,  unleai  it  be  siich.aa  to  require 
efining.  In  this  operation  there  must  be  some  lots,  and 
11  the  proce— ea  by  which  other  bullion  is  exposed  to  loss 
re  subsequently-to  be  paued  through.  The  waite  on 
efining  wul  be  in  sotne  pranoition  to  degree  of  bue- 
«ssi  butthe  ratio  hai  not  Deen  determined.  The  waiU 
ge  is  asccrtuned  only  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Very  fev 
epofcites  of  coins  require  to  be  refined.  Tfaqr  are  among 
ie  deposrtea,  therefore,  liable  to  the  Icait  wastage,  and 
lere  is  no  appreciable  ^fference,  in  this  respect,  between 
ew  and  old  ctrids. 

dth.  The  expense  of  thb  cxwisige  of  nlrer  is  necenarily 
omhined  with  that  of  g(^  On  an  ayenge,  however,  of 
te  years  1826  and  ISiB,  incIuriTe,  in  which  dw  coinage 
f  gtild  was  inconsidemble,  and  may,  therefore,  in  agene- 
il  estimate,  be  ^regarded,  the  expense,  excluding  wast- 
fc,  it  appears,  may  besUted  at  one  per  cent,  with  a 
eiy  near  approximation  to  exactness— the  wastage,  as  be< 
we  mentioned,  being  the  fourth  of  one  per  cent,  and 
lakiug  die  whole  expanse  for  that  penod  about  one  and 
quarter  per  cent.,  which  may  be  considered  as  the  vr^ 
^  for  a  mlrer  cmnwe  i^about  43,800,000  yearly.  This 
:r  centage  of  expenditure  will  diminish  with  the  amount 
'issues,  a  portion  of  tbe  annual  chaises  of  the  mint  being 
ted.  Tbe  gradations  of  reduction  cannot,  however,  be 
)w  determined,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  expense  on  a 
tini^  of  four  aulUtms  of  dfdlars  ma^  be  effected  at  some- 
ing  lew  than  one  per  cent,  including  waatage. 

There  is  no  apparent  difference  in  entense  between  de- 
Hites  of  the  ordinary  character  of  buUion,  and  those  of 
reign  erans  usually  received  at  the  mint.  Both  un- 
rou^t  bullion  and  coins,  which  require  to  be  melted  be- 
re  assaying,  are  to  that  extent  more  expeonve  to  tbe 
lited  States  than  depontes  in  whioh  this  may  be  dispens- 
.  with,  the  TimtttaU  and  labor  thus  required  being  a  part 

the  general  expenses  of  the  mintt  but  the  difference 
idea  notioe  by  rti  nunuteness*  when  sna^  deputed. 
9fh.  Our  present  force  is  adequate  tothie  coinage  of  kx 
ndred  thousand  half  dollars  month^.    This  ruult  will 

in  some  measure  affected  by  the  attention  given  to  the 
aller  denominations,  butso  that  the  amount  of  the  year's 
ini^  will  accord  nearly  with  the  above.  Tlus  is  exclu- 
e  of  gold,  the  amount  of  which,  if  unusually  large,  will 
newtwt  impede  the ailver  coinage. 
10th.  The  new  ndnt  will  be  competent,  no  doubt,  to 
t  coinage  of  ten  taillions,  in  due  proportioni^  of  the  dif- 
■ent  dencMnioatiaiu  of  our  coins^  if  bullion  be  regulariy 
3p1ied.  Its  utmost  power  I  would  not  now  venture  to 
licate.  The  coinage  wUl,  it  is  hoped,  commence  as 
-ly  as  Augusfnext  The  fourth  of  July  was  des^^nated 
the  time,  when  the  cwner  stme  was  liud(  but  tlus,  I  ap- 
pend, eaiuiot  be  accompli^ed.  The  eatabliriiment 
1  not  probably  be  m  rea^new  for  vigorous  operaOon 

near  the  elose  of  the  present  year.  It  is  not  relied  <ki 
ptWDOte  the  issues  of  this  year  more  than  will  be  equiva- 
t  to  the  retardation  of  a  removali 
[1th.  Three  tiiousand  dollar^  in  doUara,  most  probably 
re,  may  be  coined  in  the  same  time  as  two  thousand  in 
f  dollars,  mth  an  equal  number  of  presseii  and  tbe  aa- 
tl  expense,  wastage  excepted,  woa«  be  about  the  same. 
e  wastage  per  cent  on  dollan  would  be  lew  than  on 

lower  denonunitioM*  but  the  diffezeDce  would  be  tm- 
kortaat  bttvten  doBan  and  half  doOan*  • 
Vofc  m-T 


13th.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  demand  for  emnage  may 
be  met  by  the  new  mint,  with  a  delay  raiety  exceeding 
twenty  days.  Prompt  payment,  as  abon  aa  the  value  dnS 
have  been  knoertmined,  will,  it  is  supposed,  bo  practtcable 
for  all  depontes  of  moderate  amount 

13th.  The  value  a  deporite  requiring  only  a  angle  as- 
say is  generally  ascertained,  and -a  certificate  issued  in 
twenty-four  hours.  If  there  are  several  parceh,  and  es- 
pecially if  they  require  previous  mehing,  the  time  is  ex- 
tended to  two  or  tlvee  daysj  and  if  the  number  be  lam^ 
and  also  require  melting,  the  deh^  will  Qocatoajly  ex- 
tend to  four  or  five  days. 

-  14th.  The  banks  gwierally  cash  nunt  certificates  at  a 
deduction  of  the  lialf  of  one  per  cent.,  if  the  e«n^  is  not 
apprehended  to  be  very  remote:  the  Bank  of  the  Umted 
States,  wiUiootr^ardtDtiie  interval  to  e3i^belbi«c<MD* 
age,  receives  mint  certificates  at  that  reduction. 

15tii.  The  ass^'er  tskea  a  small  piece  from  each  bar  or 
separate  maw  of  bullion,  and  estimates  the  whole  value 
from  the  aswy  of  that  piece.  The  resirit,  in  regard  to  the 
maw  geneielly,  confirms  the  coirectnew  of  the  estimate 
deduced  from  the  aswy  thus  made.  In  a  g^ven  instance 
tlus  will  be,  occSMonally,  inoOTrect]  on  an  average,  how- 
ever, it  wUl  be  found  liable  to  no  important  fiulure.  In 
the  process,  now  frequentat  tbe  mint,  of  parting  gold  and 
nlver,  the  small  aswjr  is  tested  by  an  actual  analysis  of  the 
whole  mass]  permitting  the  two  metals  to  be  separately 
weighed.  Tnis  is  a  happy  experiment  of  the  ccareotnew 
of  the  aswy,  and  th^  accordance  with  it  is  generally  satis- 
factory. It  may  be  remarked  tlwt  the  purttr  of  our  pota» 
is  not  dependent  wholly  on  the  aswy  or  boUion  or  tanign 
coins  wh«i  depodtedi  all  ingots  prepared  Aeraftnm  nr 
coinage  are,  before  d^reiy  to  the  chief  ooiner^  aaaq«d 
again,  and  returned  to  tiw  melting  pot  wfam  ibwid  to  re- 
quire it 

Foreign  cmns  of  well  established  character,  when  de- 
postted,  are  estimated  im  ttmr  known  flnonesi^  the  aasnr 
bein^  from  time  to  tima  e^^ojed  to  saeertain  tfadr  um- 
fornuty  in  this  respect  This  it  particularly  convenient 
and  aunost  indispensable  in  our  present  estsblidunent:  the 
dela^  of  melting  large  deposites  of  coins  would  be  •ensib^r 
felt  in  the  businew-of  the  year.  In  the  new  mint  this  dif- 
ficulty will  be  removed,  arid,  without  retarding  the  ordi- 
nary operations*  ccnns  can  be  very  generally  nmted  before 
assaying. 

16th.  The  mode  of  aawying  tutherto  pursued  for  nlver 
bw  been  that  of  cupellatioo.  It  ia  not  perfectly  constant 
.in  its  results.  A  liability  to  wrors  amoontigtf  to  the  half 
of  one  per  cent  u  wdl  known  to  be  inv<dvea  in  the  pro- 
cess, if  the  ordinary  directitma  for  conducting  it  are  rwied 
on,  witiiout  any  corrective  of  its  irregularities.  This  fiar 
bility  is,  however,  very  much  restricted  by  introducing 
Into  the  muffle,  alot^  with  the  aswya  in  queatieiv  another 
piece  of  determinatB  standard,  and  netf  the  fineaew  of  ttie 
m^tal  tried.  TiiB  causes  whieh  operated  to  render  die 
aaray  incorrect,  extend  thur  influence  to  the  |u;oof  ueo^ 
and  afford  tbe  metsure  of  tbe  correctiwis  to  be  ap^ed  in 
the  case — not  a  perfect,  but  a  valuable  ctnteetion. 

The  aaw^er  dT  the  mint  has  acqiured,  by  lony  experi- 
ence»  a  fiicility  in  judging  of  the  condition  of  his  muffle, 
which,  Grequently  confirmed  by  the  enq)loyment  of  the 
proof  piece,  renden  his  results  more  constant  and  exact 
than  are  usually  obtained,  I  ^»prehend,  from  this  process. 

The  heat  employed  is  not  determined  by  any  fonn  of 
pyrometer.  It  is,  during  the  eariy  part  of  the  process, 
insufficient  to  sustain  fine  nlver  in  a  state  of  fiinon.  To- 
wards the  close,  tbe  heat  b  exoted  as  the  alloy  is  dissipat- 
ed, so  as  to  keep  the  silver  fused  when  it  becomes  fine, 
though  it  would  not,  during  the  process,  melt  fine  silver. 
ThbappcantolMthedewsblepointoftenqienture.  At 
a  lower  neat,  the  ass^  would  beeoine  fixed'and  eonslant 
before  it  would  become  fin^  and  tike  pioeew  thus  be  de. 
foated.  The  qre  of  tiie  tM^cr  judges  whea  tta  mknt 
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hu  become  diveated  of  its  alloy.  Too  big^  a  tempentture 
urges  on  the  process,  and  wastes  a  portion  of  the  silver. 

The  (Ufficulty  of  measuring'  bi^  degrees  of  heat-  accu- 
rately, occanons  wide  duerepuiciesin  the  tempermture  ss- 
u|fned  by  different  autborities  as  the  melting  point  of  ail- 
rer.  It  is  probable  that  the  final  temperature  of  a  success- 
ful assay  may  be  about  4,000  degrees  of  l^brenheit. 

The  proportion  of  lead  to  fine  silver,  in  our  ordiiiaiy 
Msays,  IS  about  seven  nwns  of  lead  to  one  of  Klver.  The 
common  form  of  cupel  is  employed, »  shallov  cup. 

No  stiver  assays  hare  been  mue  here  in  Uiebonud  way. 
The  aubjcct  having,  however,  attracted  the  attention  of 
fattafg^  assayera  and  chemists,  and  the  probability  being 
great  that  th^  may  be  led  to  select  this  method,  under 
some  modification,  in  preference  to  cupelUtion,  a  series 
of  experiments  will  be  considered  worthv  of  attention  with 
US,  though  the  practice  before  mentioned,  of  recurring  fre- 
quently to  a  proof  piece,  renders  us  leas  sensible  of  the 
necessity  of  »  change  in  this  pegard.  A  fiuule  process  in 
the  humid  way  woidd«  however,  be  decidodly  ptefer- 
able. 

I8th.  Hie  usays  requested  hare  been  completed,  and 
the  results  thereof  will  be  seen  in  table  B.  In  regard  to 
a  particular  experiment,  of  performing  a  part  of  those  as- 
says with  a  portion  of  lead,  exactly  one-third  of  the  fine 
nlver,  the  suggestion  has  been  exactly  complied  with. 
This  quantity  ot  lead  forms,  however,  no  envelt^  for  the 
me^  tried.  An*asaay  piece,  thus  exposed,  was  unifiMinly 
reduced  about  ftve  pennywei^ts  below  those  enveloped 
in  the  usual  form  with  lead,  and  placed  in  the  same  mume. 
After  three  trials,  with  nmilar  results,  the  experiment  was 
discontinued,  aa  it  somewhat  interfered  with  the  equal  ar- 
rangement of  the  other  assay  pieces. 

Nine  pieces  of  each  of  the  ctuns  mentioned  by  the  com- 
mittee, taken  without  selection!,  except  as  to  dates,  the 
latest  boiv  Mught  for,  were  levermlly  divided  into  three 
sections.  Assay  pieces  were  made  from  each  section  of 
the  same  coin,  and  exposed  in  the  same  muffle,  succesnve- 
]y,  to  the  several  grades  of  temperature.  The  result  given 
under  each  deg^e  of  temperature  in  the  table,  is,  there- 
fore, the  average  of  three  assays,  thus  made,  iiS  4uee  tUf- 
ferent  spe^mens  of  the  same  cmn. 

In  all  cases,  the  same  coin  was  experhnented  on  succes- 
sively, through  the  different  grsdes  of  heat,  without  in- 
temipti<H>,  the  heat  being  further  raised  for  each  buc- 
cccdii^  experiment. 

The  proof  piece,  of  the  fineness  stated,  was  always  in- 
troduced along  with  the  assay  piece.  The  variable  effect 
on  this  proo^  under  a  temperature  intended  to  be  the  same, 
indicates  the  difiibulty  of  adjusting  this  point,  and  the  ir- 
regularities of  result  which  this  uncertunty  of  temperature 
inndre*.  In  the  low  and  medium  p*de  of  temperature, 
irtueh  may  be  conaideTed  as  the  extreme  limits  of  our  or- 
^nary  assay  heat,  the  highest  error  of  the  proof  piece, 
from  its  actual  fineness,  it  appears,  is  fifteen  grains  in  ex- 
cess. This  is  an  error  of  fifteen  gruns  fine  silver  tn  the 
troy  pound  of  five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  grains 
standard,  being  a  fraction  over  the  fourth  of  one  per  cent. 
The  assay  piece,  in  this  case,  without  the  proof  to  correct 
it,  would  have  given  an  encffmoiu  result  to  that  extent.- 

The  average  of  the  low  and  medium  temperatures,  it 
appears,  is  very  nearly  true  in  the  proof  piece;  the  great- 
est deviation  from  the  fineness  due  to  it,  combming  the  two 
MMLys,  scarcely  exceeds  two  grains.  The  true  state  of 
the  ccans  will,  therefore,  be  but  derived  from  a  similar 
average.  If  this  be  applied  to  the  dollar  of  the  United 
States  alone,  taking  care  to  correct  the  assajrs  b^  the 
proof,  this  cinn  appears  one  and  one-fourth  grains  ui  the 
pound  too  fine.  Applied  in  the  tame  manner  to  the  half 
dollar,  this  e<Mn  appears  5  6-13  grains  inferior.  The  mean 
IS  4  3-13,  or  the  one-fourteenth  of  one  per  cent,  nearly. 
The  same  measure  being  applied  to  the  five  franc  piece, 
tMi  coin  appetrs  thres  grains  tnd  tvro-thirdi  in  the  pound 


inferior  to  its  standard,  which  is  shout  the  one^fleentli  of 
one  per  cent. 

The  result  in  regard  to  the  Peniriaa  and  Hextcu 
Ura  requires  particular  explanation.  One  mtion  of  Ik 
former  of  these  coins  gave  constantly,  in  alltenpentiiKt, 
a  d^ree  of  fineness  higher,  by  neariy  one  lad  s  blf  po- 
ny weights,  than  the  ordinary  grade  of  tiist  coin.  Inik 
Mexican,  on  the  contrary,  one  scctioo  giTecoiubntlj* 
result  about  one  penny  weight  and  eighteen  gniu  infcriv- 
In  both  descriptions,  the  other  two  sec6oni  pit  miln 
conformable  to  our  ordinary  experience.  1  hire  ego- 
sidered  it  best  to  report  on  both  precisely  u  tbe  bdi  k- 
curredtWthoutresinlingtOBcbangeofipediiMiD.  1^ 
is  not  the  smallest  ground  tm  suppoaii^  tbu  dtlicr  ii  uf 
tlung  but  an  accidental  variety.  Tbey  eihilMtrtrilii^ 
the  irregularities  to  which  the  ordinsry  tmtg  'n  liiblf,  if 
not  cautiouriy-  conducted,  and  with  a  freqnenl  t^traa 
toaproofsUndard.  All  the  ^amens,  both  of  Ptiwriu 
and  Mexican  dollars,  were  of  1830,  as  were  »ta  the  fire 
ftwDC  pieces,  except  two  of  1829,  but  eqniBy  . 

Theinqtuiy  respecting  the  eipediemrdDMlaRjcoliB 
foreign  (wins  ft  legal  tender,  is  not,  probsbly,  irtcadni » 
be  addressed  to  me.  I  shall  be  excused,  bciem,  for 
expressing  briefly  that  the  condition  of  the  SpwiiA  «* 
Ur  current  at  the  present  day  renders  ito  rejedicn  pw- 
babte,  as  a  tender,  and  exposes  those  mstitutioB  vnw 
are  liable  to  be  called  on  for  large  payments  to  imich^ 
barrassment,  while  they  may  be  weUwppBedwAiite 
dollar^  worth  more  than  tbdr  nonunsl  vJue.  Tbett 
tension  of  Ae  tender  beyond  the  Mencan  dolbr  wiUs* 
it  U  presumed,  be  necessary.  That  coin  sbomdi  ffl«J 
country  to  an  extent,  probably,  twofold  tbe  amoral 
all  tiic  other  dollars  of  the  new  Americin  Strttt.  !'» 
become  fiimiliar  to  us^  and  is  decidedly  of  mwe  oiW" 
vmlue  than  the  Spanish  dollar  has  been  for  ^^^"'"[i;^ 
yes*!.  Tn  two  or  tiite*  years,  so  many  of  ™ 
dollars,  which  are  profitable  fbr  coinage,  will  ««« 
mint,  that  the  issues  therefrom  will  place  our  ouitsB 
beyond  the  reach  of  further  embarrassment. 

The  amount  of  our  own  c<nns  now  in  the  UniW  Skb 
cannot  much  exceed  seventeen  millions  of  '•tJ'"*-. 
may  be  expected  to  be  doubled  in  thrae  ytMi  iww 
completion  of  tlie  new  mint.  It  could  be  ■»<*  "fjT 
pidly  done,  if  buUion  should  be  abundsnth  "Sr? 
supplied)  but  time  will  be.  required  to  "M***^ 
from  their  tUstant  poution  to  the  min^  unfcw  *f,.**T 
ment  should  adopt  the  poUcy  of  supplying  bullwn  sr' 
direct  operation.  .  ■  ^ 

If  the  Mexican  dollar  be  made  a  legal  t"'"^'!''^ 
sumed  it  will  be  in  the  same  terms  u  those  wed  tf^ 
tion  to  the  Spaiuh  dollar,  vix.  at  one  himdrtiJetiitJf*; 
provided  the  weight  ther«of  be  not  less 
pennywei^  and  seven  gnlns.  There  viU 
a  sufficient  inducement  of  profit  on  tiieir  com^  "ir 
pensate  the  banks  for  presenting  them  st  the  mint.  . 
wiU  be  worth  from  four  to  five  mills  aboYttlwrKj- 
valuation.  , 

The  five  franc  pieces  associate  so  inconnnifWJ  ^ 
our  decimal  denominations,  that  they       *^  ^ 
popular  coin.    If,  however,  ii  riiould  be 
sary  to  make  them  a  legal  tender  again  for  s  »r«o»^ 
it  is  proper  to  i^serve,  that  the  Uw  by  **^iJ2  ^ 
formerly  made  so,  involves' an  incongnnty. 
made  a  legal  tender  at  one  dollar  and  axteen  woo  r 
ounce,  and  also  at  ninety-Uiree  cents  snd  three 
provided  their  weight  should  not  be  less  W 
nyweighu  and  two  grains.   l*hey  never  weigh  tt*  ' 
above  their  w«g^t  when  issued  (him  the  mint-  JV. 
seem  judiaous  to  have  an  inducement  for  JrWj- 
offivefi^nc  pieces,  nearly  equivalent  to  thilf"'*'^ 
can  dollar.    The  valuation  of  one  dolba-  and  "f^*^ 
per  oonee  will  have  this  efTect,  their  vahie  bcwf  ^ 
nnriy$l  1G.4  pfr  ooncc.   If  made  a  tender 
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ninety-three  cents,  provided  their  weight  be  not  less  than 
rixteen  pennyweights  and  onejgrsin,  a  similar  inducement 
won  Id  remain :  the  five  franc  piece  of  axteen  pennyveig-hts 
and  one  frrain  15  worth  ninety-three  centi  and  three  mills 

and  one-third. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  in  regard  to  farther  reg^da- 
tioni  for  the  mint,  that  it  would  be  dearable  to  defer  the 
subject  unttl  next  tessioQ.  Thet«  are  various  points  which 
it  is  wished  to  submit,  at  that  time,  to  the  conndenitisn  of 
Confess,  for  thc'improvement  of  the  institution.  The 
whole  system  of  laws  in  regard  to  it,  which  are  norir  dis- 
tributed through  the  various  volumes  of  the  acta  of  Con- 
gress, would  be  advantageous  if  digested  into  one  act, 
with  emendations  in  various  particulars.  In  the  interim, 
a  series  of  careful  experiments  will  be  made,  wUch  is  al- 
ready commenced,  on  the  subject  of  the  humid  assay  for 
silrer;  the  result  of  which  can  be  usefully  compared  with 
those  obtuned  by  the  measures  now  in  train  in  Europe. 

The  payment  of  deposites  on  behalf  of  the  treasury  at 
the  prevailing  deduction,  if  not  left  optional  with  the  de- 
30»tor  to  accept  or  decline,  would  greatly  restrict  the 
unount  of  our  deposites  of  foreign  coins.  The  banks  are 
■he  chief  depo^tes  of  these;  to  them  prompt  payment  is 
>f  no  greatmoment,  and  the  gun  on  coinage  a  prevaiKng 
nducement  The  deduction  would  abs(n-b  this  gtun.  A 
■egiilation  on  this  point  is  among  the  subjects  entitled  to 
careful  regard,  when  the  whole  system  »  taken  up  for 
mprovement. 

I  have  the  honw  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obe- 
lient  servant, 

SAMUEL  MOORE. 
Hon.  S.  D.  IvaHAw,  SeartiaryoJ  the  TVeosury. 

D. 

Mim"  OT  THB  UiriTiD  Statks, 

P/uladefykia,  January  38,  1831. 

Sir:  The  information  req^uested  in  your  letter  of  the 
5th,  received  on  the  20th,  m  regard  to  the  wastage,  de- 
osite,  and  expenses  on  the  coinage  of  gold  and  diver]  the 
harf^s  on  each  metal  separately;  excluding,  but  stating 
le  gain  on  copper  for  each  year  since  1615;  and  also  the 
xpcndlture  on  the  new  mint,  will  be  found  in  the  annex- 
d  tiible,  except  the  particular  last  mentioned. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  deposites  and  coinage  of  gold 
id  silver  is  given  for  each  year  of  the  period  named,  with 
te  aggregate  expense  thereon,  excluding  wastage;  the 
inual  wastage  on  both  metals,  jointly,  being  also  given 
IF  the  whole  j)eriod. 

A  specification  of  the  gold  and  silver  coinage,  with  the 
astage  on  each,  several^,  is  given  only  for  the  last  seven 
;ari,  beginning  with  1824;  the  purpose  of  comparison, 
has  been  believed,  would  be  satisfactorily  attained  with- 
tt  extending  the'analyws  further.  This  will  be  done, 
iwever,  wim  as  little  delay  as  may  be,  if  desired.  Recent 
tars,  it  may  be  remarked,  bring  those  of  the  most  abun- 
.nt  coinage,  offer  the  most  instructive  data. 
The  irregularity  of  the  proportion  of  expenditure  to 
inage  occasionally  observed,  is  to  be  explained  by  the 
•cumstance,  that,  within  certwn  years,  other  than  the 
Jlnarj'  expenses  were  incurred,  such  as  the  erection  or 
pair  of  some  building,  or  the  construiition  of  new  ma- 
incry. 

The  expenses  stated  are  those  sustained  by  the  United 
ites;  those  paid  by  depositors,  for  alloy,  refining,  &c. 
len  required,  are  not  included. 

1'he  expenses  of  the  coinage  6f  gold  and  »1ver  are  un- 
ildably  combined  in  our  accounts,  so  that  the  proportion 
=  to  each  cannot  be  specified.  Our  gold  coinage  has 
-lerally  been  too  small  to  be  felt  very  sensibly  in  the  ex- 
ises  of  the  year.  It  is  believed  that  the  expenses  of  a 
na«  of  three  ndlGons  of  dollars  in  gold,  wastage  ex- 
>tea,  would  not  exceed  one-half  of  one  per  cent.,  and 


that  the  addition  of  two  millions  more  would  net  add  more 
than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  additional  coinage, 
wastage  excepted.  The  coinage  of  three  millions  in  silver, 
in  due  proportions^  of  the  various  denominations  of  our 
coin,  may  be  estimated  to  cost,  wasta^  excepted,  about 
five-wxthsoflme  percent.,  and  an  addition  of  two  unions 
more  wotdd  not,  probably,  cost  more  than  one-third  of 
one  per  cent.,  wastage  excepted,  on  the  additional  coinage. 

There  is  no  charge  on  the  coinage  either  of  guld  or 
silver.  BulFion  above  standard  b  alloyed,  and  that  below 
standard  is  refined,  at  the  expense  of  the  depositor.  These 
prcliminarv  operations  plaoe  the  deposite  on  a  par  with  one 
of  standard  fineness,  the  coinage  01  which  is  free,  the  de- 

SositOT  receiving  in  coins  the  fiill  weight  of  the  standard 
uUioQ  dej)0iitea.  Tlus  is  the  inducement  by  which  bul- 
lion is  solicited  to  the  mint.  The  Uiuted  States  provides 
neither  gold  nor  diver  for  coinage.' 

The  per  centage  of  expense  diminishes  as  the  amount 
coined  becomes  greater— certain  expenses  of  the  establish- 
ment being^  fixed.  The  coinage  of  gold  and  silver  for 
the  whole  sixteen  years  is  nearly  twenty-four  millions,  or 
about  one  and  a  half  miUidhs  annuajly;  the  expense  of 
which,  exduding  wastage,  will  be  fbund  to  be  one  uid  a 
half  per  cent,  very  nearly.  The  coinage  of  the  last  seven 
years  is  fl5,806,270  50,  or  #2,358,000,  in  round  num- 
bers^ yearly;  and  the  expeitoe  thereon,  it  appears,  is  one 
per  cent,  and  a  minute  fraction.  The  aven^  coinage  of 
the  last  two  years  is  #2,714,400,  and  the  expense,  exclud- 
ing wastage,  is  ei^ty-nine  hundredths  of  one  per  cent. 

The  aggregate  wastage  of  the  whole  period  of  nxteen 
years  is  twenty-seven  and  a  half  hundredths  of  one  Jwr 
cent  The  wastage  of  the  last  seven  yea»  is  f  ventyJour 
hundredths  of  one  percent.,  that  of  the  dverbeingtwenty* 
four  and  a  half  hundredths,  and  that  of  flie  gold  nmeteen 
and  a  half  hundredths  of  one  per  cent. 

In  regard  to  wastage,  it  is  further  to  be  observed,  that 
a  portion  of  this  is  from  time  to  time  recovered  from  the 
broken  crucibles,  &c.  which  are  carefully  reserved  for  tliis 
purpose  to  a  convenient  period.  During  the  suspennon 
of  business  consequent  on  the  Ute  war,  the  amount  of 
#2,859  3t>  was  thus  recovered,  and  passed  to  the  credit 
of  the  United  States.  Means  will  be  provided  in  the  new 
mint  for  triturating  the  fragments  of  crucibles  and  oUker 
refuse,  and  making  the  recoveries  alluded  to  ^earl^. 

The  gain  on  copper,  as  stated  in  the  table,  is  subject  to 
a  deduction  for  the  expense  of  distributing  copper  coins 
to  all  parts  of  the  United  States.  The  amount  thus  to  be 
deducted  may  be  estimated  at  about  five  per  cent,  on  the 
profit  exhibited,  thus  reducing  the  whole  gain  on  copper 
for  the  last  sixteen  years  to  about  $86,000.  The  gain  is 
stated  on  the  books  of  the  mint  when  the  copper  for  coin- 
age is  received.  The  coinage  and  distribution,  however, 
may  be  partially  or  wholljr  in  the  ensuing  year.  The  ex- 
pense of  coiiung  copper  is  embraoed  in  that  of  gaid,  and 
wlver. 

The  profit  on  copper,  estimating  from  the  increased 
demand  for  cetit^  wiL^ 'probably,  in  the  present  year,  and 
on  an  average  of  future  yean,  be  not  leas  than  (10,000, 
diminishing  to  that  extent  the  effective  charge  of  the  mint 
establishment. 

The  sum  of  the  expenditure  on  the  new  mint,  including 
the  ate,  is  #108, 667  64.  A  few  accounts  not  yet  rendered 
it  is  conjectured,  my  amount  to  nearfy  #1,500  in  addition 
to  the  above. 

Very  respectflilly,  your  obedient  serrant, 

SAMUEL  MOORE. 

Hon.  S.  D.  InuH,  SKretargofU^  TVmmry. 

A  biB  regubting  Oe  wUae  of  eertam  foreign  tiher  mtu 
wtkinaeHmtedSletea. 
Be  a  enaeUd  hy  the  SenaU  and  Boim  ofUqtmentatiKB 
of  the  UiiiUd  Statn  0/ America  m  CongresropemMn^  Jlia^ 
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from  Bad  after  the  wwge  of  tUa  act,  and  fi>r  three  yean 
thereafter,  and  no  longer,  the  fallowing'  nlver  coins  dull 
paai  current  aa  money  mdiin  the  Unitra  States  and  be  a 
legal  tender,  by  weight,  for  the  payment  of  all  debts  and 
denandst  at  the  rates  foUoroig,  th«t  b  to  aay:  The  doOars 
of  Xezko^  Peru,  Cbifi,  Central  America,  and  Lm.  Plata, 
Mid  thoae  rettamped  in  Bnuil,  of  the  valiw  of  nine  hao- 
dred  and  laXy  teas,  when  of  not  less  fineBcas  than  ten 
ounces  fifteen  penny  wdgbts  and  twelve  rruns  of  pure  «!• 
Ter  in  the  troy  pound  of  twelve  ounces  m  standatd  Hirer, 
at  one  hundred  and  sixteen  cents  and  one-tenth  of  a  cent 
per  ounce{  and  the  fire  franc  pieces  of  France,  when  of 
not  leas  fineness  than  ten  ouncea  and  nxteen  pennyweights 
in  twelve  ounces  troy  of  standard  nlrcr,  at  one  humred  and 
■ixleen  cents  and  four-tentha  of  a  cent  per  ounce:  Pnvuied, 
and  it  u  dedand.  That  auch  trader  by  wdfdit  sbaU 
not  extend  to  the  paynkcQt  of  any  debt  or  demand  Mr  •  leiB 
sum  than  one  huitdnd  dollars. 

Sac.  2.  Jind  be  U  further  enacUd,  That  it  sbaU  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  assays  of 
the  aforesaid  nlrer  e<Hn^  made  current  by  this  act,  to  be 
bad  at  tiK  mint  of  the  United-States,  at  leut  once  in  every 
year,  and  to  make  repwt  of  the  reauh  thereof  to  ConpesB. 

aOU>  COINS. 
HousB  ev  Birmsssmirvsa,  Pibbuabt  93, 1831. 
Hr.  WniTs,  of  New  York,  fh>m  the  select  cMnmittee  on 
Coin%  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  frran  the  Senate, 
entitled  *'An  act  conceming  the  gold  coins  of  the 
Uiuted  States,**  repcvted: 

That  tiic  subject  presmted  to  them  involves,  in  its  con- 
sequences, the  highest  attribute  of  auverdgnty,  the  deli- 
cate relations  which  subsist  between  debt<w  and  cniditor, 
the  imporunt  interests  of  industry,  and  ultimately  the 
nlue  <n  all  property;  and  emanating  from  a  source  enti< 
tied  to  great  respect,  they  hare  giren  to  it  the  most  mature 
examination)  but  finding  themselves  obliged  to  dissent 
from  the  coiwluaions  at  wluch  the  Senate  have  arrived, 
they  now  submit  the  resultfrf'theirinquity  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  proposes  to  alter  the  standard 
which  has  regulated  the  measure  of  contracts  for  nearly 
forty  years.  The  change  intended  to  be  effected  is  to 
ruse  tiie  relative  value  of  gold  from  1  for  15,  to  1  for  15.9 
of  niver,  equivalent  to  an  altentioD  of  ux  per  centum  in 
the  existing  standard. 

It  was  judiciously  remarked  by  the  distinguidicd  and 
enUghtened  statesman  who  presided  over  the  Treasury 
Department  when  die  present  regulation  was  adopted  by 
CongresSj  that  '*  there  is  scarAly  any  point  in  the  econo- 
my of  national  affairs  of  greater  moment  than  the  uniform 
preservation  of  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  money  unit;  on 
this  the  security'  and  steady  value  of  property  essentially 
depend." 

The  eomnuttee,  duly  impressed  with  the  wisdom  of  that 
sentiment,  feel  it  incumbent  on  them  to  examine,  wifh  care 
and  deliberation,  the  reasons  adduced  in  support  of  such 
an  important  alteration  in  a  regulation  of  great  public 
interest. 

It  is  alleged  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
Senate — 

1st.  That  <*tbis  proportion  (1  to  15)  was  too  low  a 
valuation  of  gold  in  the  year  1792,  and  much  too  low  a 
valuation  of  gold,  in  relation  to  silver,  at  this  time." 

Sfl.  That,  '*daring  the  last  three  hundred  yeai-s,  gold 
has^  with  stftne  temporary  exceptions,  been  gradually  ad- 
vancing in  value.  During  the  last  twenty  years,  the  en- 
hancement of  gold  in  respect  to  silver  has  been  quite  as 
great  as  it  had  ever  before  been  during  any  equal  period; 
and  gold  still  continues  to  rise." 

Sd.  That  *'tlie  general  course  of  our  exchanges  with 
Europe  is  agunst  ut;  and  when  remittances  cannot  be  ad- 


raota^eouriy  made  by  bilb^  gold  i»  aent  to  Enn^  sad 
especially  to  Great  Britain,  soloogas  gold  is  not  cndeally 
too  dear  m  tlua  country,  in  comparison  witb  dTcr.  Bat, 
in  order  that  both  gold  and  ailrer  should  circulate  as  ma- 
ney,  it  is  necessaiy  that  demands  for  exportation  sbonU 
faU  upon  both  metals,  that  when  a  demand  for  ezpottatioa 
occurs^  it  duwld,  in  general,  be  as  ]tfcfitii»le  to  exiNrt 
one  of  tiiem  asthe  other;  and  the  icwhc  nhmtiaB  wUch 
will  ensure  tfiis  object,  ia  that  whidi  exists  when  ba6 
metals  are,  ur  nmy  be,  exported  with  equal  profit." 

4th.  That  "much  mwe  of  the  two  metals  is  nor  coin- 
ed i^KHt  the  basis  that  gold  is  in  value  to  bIvo-  as  sxtceo 
to  one,  than  according  to  any  other  propartioB.  If  it  ii 
expedient  to  conform  our  r^o  to  the  cxistinp  prtqiottioa 
oS  any  other  country,  it  must  be  expedient  to  adf^  lh*t 
pn^mrtioB  wluch  prevvb  moat  wuel|y,  and  the  ratio  of 
sixteen  to  mo  is  worn  hx  die  most  extensive  example.  A 
rule  so  exteoMve  is  entitled  to  rcq>ect;  but  the  practKal 
operation  of  the  rule  is  much  more  inctnictircv  ance  it 
shows  that  this  relative  valuation  of  the  two  metsAa  secoxca 
their  concurrent  drculation  ia  coina  in  avcxj  bq^e  part 
of  the  world." 

5th.  That  "our  pubUc  cunu;«  of  Koldis  Bowvfao^ 
without  any  public  benefit.  If  we  will  not  rectify  the 
legal  proportion  between  the  ctnns  trf*  the  two  metah,  we 
ought  to  aboliah  the  coinage  of  gold,  save  the  uaelett  ex- 
pense, and  leave  gold  to  be  tre^ed  like  other  metak  not 
coined  as  money." 

The  recommendations  suggested,  and  tho  advaotages 
anticipated,  are — 

1st.  That  "our  ^stem  of  money,  estabfiahed  in  the  year 
179^  fiil^  adopts  the  inindple.  that  it  ia  expcAest  to 
coin  and  use  both  metals  as  money;  and  mch  has  always 
been  the  opimoa  of  the  people  of  the  United  States." 

3d.  That  "  each  of  the  two  metals  is  pccufiarly  cod- 
venient  for  purposes  to  which  the  other  ia  not  well  adapt- 
ed. Silver  is  divisible  into  |ucces  of  small  wdghl  sad 
small  value,  and  is  convewent  for  paymenta  of  moderue 
amount,  but  is  very  inconvenient  .when  lar^  sima  are 
paid  or  transported.  And  these  different  adr«otagea  can- 
not be  ei\ioyed  witbont  the  use  of  both  metala." 

3d.  **  Wicre  the  circulating  coina  are  both  gold  and 
ulrer,  paper  money  is  less  used  than  it  is  where  all  tbe 
coins  are  of  silver;  and  the  currency  of  gold  cans  in  <kt 
countiy  will  tend  to  repress  this  constuit  tendency  to  ex- 
cess or  paper  monty.  Our  money  now  in  use  is  bank 
notes  and  silver.  Bank  notes  are  pressed  into  ererr  chan- 
nel of  circulation;  lliougli  no  man  is  legally  bound  to  ic- 
ceire  tlicm,  they  are  generally  rec^ved.  So  great  a  the 
amount  of  bank  notes  in  circulation,  so  widely  are  those 
notes  diffused  through  our  extenuve  country,  and  ao  mucb 
is  ulver  banished  from  circulation,  that  the  option  to  dc- 
mand  silver  is  not  witliin  the  reach  of  the  great  bod;  of 
the  people.*' 

*'The  creditor,  and  especially  the  poor  mmn,  wboaa 
neither  wait  for  payment,  nor  go  to  a  bank  to  demand 
silver,  accepts  the  bank  notes  wliicb  are  offered  to  hiic, 
not  because  he  prefers  them  to  silver,  but,  in  a  multitude 
of  cases,  because  he  is,  in  effect,  constrained  to  accc;^ 
them  or  nothing.  One  of  many  causes  which  swell  this  tor- 
rent, and  impose  upon  tiie  people  a  spcacs  of  neceWr 
to  use  paper  money,  is  the  want  of  gold  coins.  The  <ai 
of  coining  the  two  metals  is,  tliat  they  may  circulate  U- 
gether;  that  every  person  who  haa  coina  of  ehhn* 
or  gold,  may  ca«Iy  exchange  them  for  coins  of  the  oihr 
metal,  and  tliatttie  people  may  enjoy  the  advantaLge  «f 
using  cither  ^edes  of  coins,  according  to  coovewcnce  <r 
pleasure." 

4th.  '*  Bank  notes  are  frequently  received  in  prefcrc«t 
to  silver,  when  gold  coins  would  he  mor«  convenient  a 
dewrable  than  bank  notes.  In  such  casca,  gold  would  L< 
used  if  it  could  be  procured,  and  it  should  oe  atttBinaUe 
To  rcAiae  to  coin  ^d  fw  Uie  sake  of  paper  iiioiie«-. 
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lecMiK  popw  money  occupiei  s  place  which  ^Id  would 
ill,  vould  be  a  nUfcbieTOUi  error.  A  b«d  itete  of  the 
aims  ii  A  mat  evil{  Init  when  Mich  a  atate  the  ciuni  w 
wntiiHied  Mr  tfie  purpoae  of  ptomotiiig  tlie  um  of  pi^wr 
iKmejr,  the  end  b  penudous  and  the  meaiiB  are  an  aboM  of 
lower.  Our  hanks  hare  the  right  to  par  thrir  notes  in 
aWer,  and  thej  ought  not  also  to  enjoy  the  advantage  of 
n  entire  baniwment  of  gold  coins  fron  the  United  States. 
There  will  surely  be  sumcient  scope  for  the  circulaUon  of 
tank  notes,  when  the  cmns  which  they  do  not  expelfrom 
ise  ihall  ooDVit  partly  of  botii  nwtus;  and  if  it  is  the 
Dierest  of  the  banks  tiut  we  should  hare  no  gold  c<4n% 
be  pubfie  interest  of  the  country  is,  that  we  Mould  bare 
Knna  of  gold  as  well  as  corns  of  nWer." 

The  regulation  proposed  will  produce,  if  adopted,  a 
err  important  ahnatkm  in  the  existing  standard  w  raluei 
nd,  as  it  has  apparently  originated  from  tiie  views  now 
^tailed,  which  comprise  a  fuOoonaiderationof  the  mone* 
uy  system  of  the  United  States,  the  committee  feel  re- 
iictantly  coauaelled  to  undertake  the  inTCfdgaticm  of  an 
nprnturt,  dincul^  and  intricate  s^jec^  ^FIP^  which  the 
lost  acute  and  enlightened  intellects  bare  disi^Teed. 

Tliis  examination  will  necessarily  involve  the  considera- 
on  or  general  prindples,  the  standard  of  value,  the  prac- 
ce  of  commercial  nation8,.and  a  particular  reference  to 
le  eurrency  of  the  United  Statesi  which  various  ami  per- 
lexing  questions  the  cwmnittee  will  endesror  to  discuss 
ith  ul  practicable  brei^ty. 

Gold  and  silver  are  tlie  money  of  commerce — the  mer- 
handise  for  which  all  other  commodities  are  freely  ex- 
tianged  by  the  general  consent  of  mankind.  Tbey  are 
le  measure  of  nlue,  and  are  universally  receired  as  the 
itrinuc  equivalent  in  all  exchanges.  These  precious  me- 
Js  were  adopted,  and  are  maintained,  as  the  currency  or 
loney  of  the  world,  from  tbtir  being  less  variable  than 
Jier  metala,  and  -homogeneous  in  respect  to  durability 
id  (Uviribility. 

They  are»  however,  exposed  to  two  important  varia- 
ans. 

Ist.  In  reference  toother  commodities,  if  the  naines  bt^ 
tme  mure  or  less  productive,  or  from  any  cause  that  will 
tcr  the  relative  proportions  which  the  gold  and  stiver, 
ed  ax  money,  bear  to  that  of  the  aggregate  amount,  or 
al  value  of  excliangeablc  commodities,  money  price  being 
gulated  by  these  respectire  proptniions:  and, 
Sd.  The  rdtie  of  pild  in  respect  to  mIvct  is  very  flue* 
iting. 

Their  relative  values  may  vary  with  the  amount  of  aup 
\f  fumi^ed  by  the  mines  req>ectively.  It  will  change 
tb  the  rariationa  in  the  relatire  amount  of  labor  expend- 
on  the  production  <tf  these  metals.  If  the  quantity 
odueed  be  ^ipropnated  to  manufaeturin|^  purposes, 
d  as  currency,  in  differeot  relative  proporaons*  at  dif- 
-ent  periods,  an  alteration  in  value  will  ensue;  a  ^^itt 
ninution,  or  an  extenwve  increase  of  demand  for  either 

the  precious  metals,  ariuiig  from  a  cliange  in  the  usual 
irse  of  trade,  or  from  an  alteration  in  the  circulating 
diiim  of  a  wealth^'  nation,  will  produce  an  important 
inge  in  their  relatire  value,  whether  ulver  be  enected, 
instanced  in  the  A«atio  trada^  or  gold,  as  ve  have  sen- 
ly  experienced  in  our  intercourse  with  England. 
Silver,  in  rcfi-reitce  to  ulver,  is  unchangeable,  and  equi- 
ent  to  the  like  quantity  of  fine  metal,  in  all  times,  and 
dl  countiies.  It  is,  besides,  universally  current ;  ami  it  is 

instrument  principally  used  as  the  money  of  commerce, 
jold  poesesies  the  same  pecuUar  properties,  although 
I  not  MO  extensively  used  in  ctTectiiig  exchanges.  Either 
them  are  received  freely  as  the  mon^  of  Uie  world; 
'.  each,  in  a  state  of  purity,  preserves  its  identity  and 
niitabUity. 

■old  and  silver,  used  as  a  common  standard,  are,  in  the 
ire  of  tilings,  subject  to  t*ariuus  and  frequent  6uctua- 
isi  while  the  nyulation  of  tbe  standard  of  value,  in 


either  metal,  is  liable  to  ratiatioi\_  only  in  reference  to 
commodities. 

Gorernments  and  political  eccmonusts  all  agree  in  opi- 
luon  as  to  tbe  neeeantr  or  titiUty  of  a  uniform  measure. 
Tliey,  nerertheless,  dittbr'as  to  the  expediency  of  regu- 
lating the  standard  of  ralue  in  one  or  bou  metals,  altluiu^ 
the  nearer  approach  to  inrariableness,  in  tbe  selection  of 
one  metal,  is  obrious  and  incontrorertible. 

The  bill  under  conaderation  oontemplsltes  such  a  regu- 
lation of  tbe  standatd  as  will  not  only  obriate  prejudicial 
rariations,  but  secure  nch  ''concurrent  cireulation  in 
ccMOs"  of  both  metals,  "that  ererjr  person,  who  hascoins 
of  either  rilver  or  gold,  mar  easily  exchange  tbem  foe 
coins  of  the  other  metal,  and  that  the  people  may  emoy 
the  advantage  of  unng  either  ^>ecies  of  cotns,  according 
to  convenience  or  pleasure." 

Tbe  committee  would  have  tbe  greatest  pleasure  in 
aiding  with  thor  most  zealous  efforts  in  the  establish- 
ment of  any  regulations  calctilated  to  coatribute  to  the 
convdiience  w  gratificatMn  of  the  oommnnity,  enter- 
tunui^,  however,  serious  doubts  of  tbe  practicability  of 
securing  the  de^able  objects  contemplated  through  tbe 
medium  of  legislative  enactments.  They  think  it  expe- 
dient, OS  an  evidence  of  their  aincere  desdre  to  effect  a 
satis&ctory  and  impartial  investigation ,  to  note,  briefly, 
the  sentiments  oi  scnne  of  the  most  distinguiahed  and 
enbient  writers. 

General  Hanulton,  who  was  the  founder  of  our  present 
nstem,  distbKftly  recogr^sed  the  correctness  of  the  por- 
tion, that  the  nagle  stuidard  is  the  lesat  rariable  mea- 
sure, and  he  was  inclined  to  select  gold. 

He  states  thatthe  <  inducement  to  such  a  preference  (one 
metal)  is  to  render  ^e  unit  as  little  variable  as  possible, 
because  on  this  depends  the  steady  value  of  all  contracts, 
and,  in  a  certain  sense,  of  all  other  propertyt  and  it  is 
trulv  observed,  that  if  the  unit  beloopinaiscriminately  to 
both  the  metals,  it  is  subject  to  all  the  fluctuations  that 
buipen  in  the  relative  value  which  they  bear  to  each 
other;  hut  the  same  reason  would  lead  to  annexing  it  to 
that  particular  one  which  is  itself  the  least  liable  to  varia- 
tion, if  there  be,  in  this  respect,  any  ^scenuble  lUfibr- 
ence  between  the  two. 

"  Gold  mav,  perhaps,  in  certun  senses,  be  said  to  have 
greater  stabiu^  than  rilver,  as  being  of  superior  rohie. 
Less  liberties  hove  been  taken  witii  it  in  the  reflations 
of  other  countries."  He  was  finally  of  opinion  that, 
"upon  the  whole,  i,t  seems  to  be  moat  advisable,  as  lias 
been  observed,  not  to  attach  the  uiut  ezoliuively  to 
either  of  tbe  metals,  because  tins  cannot  be  done  ettect* 
ivelv  urithout  destrc^g  the  office  and  character  of  one 
of  uiem  as  money,  wd  reducing  it  to  the  situation  vS  a 
mere  mer<^iandise,  which  accordii^ly  at  diffisrent  times 
baa  been  proposed  from  different  aiid  very  respectable 
quarters,  but  which  would  probably  be  a  greater  evil 
Ulan  occasional  variations  in  the  umt,  from  the  fluctua- 
tions in  the  relative  value  of  the  metals,  especially  if  care 
be  taken  to  regulate  the  proportions  between  them  with 
sn  eye  to  tbe  average  commercial  value.  To  annul  the 
use  of  either  of  the  metab,  is  to  abt^ge  the  qoanti^  of 
circulating  mednim,  and  is  Uable  to  ul  the  objections 
which  arise  from  the  comparison  of  thebenefhs  of  a  fiiU, 
with  the  evils  of  a  scanty  circulation." 

Sir  William  Petty,  in  his  posthumous  work,  publislied 
in  1691,  is  stated  to  be  Uie  first  who  suggested  "that  the 
cmn  which  was  to  be  tbe  principal  measure  of  property 
ou^t  to  be  mode  of  one  metal  only.  Honey  under- 
stood to  be  the  uiuform  measure  and  rule  for  the  r^e  of 
all  commoditiest  that  one  of  the  two  precious  metals  is 
only  a  flt  matter  (at  moneyi  and,  as  matters  now  stand, 
silver  is  the  matter  of  money." 

That  profound  philosopher,  Mr.  Locke,  thus  expresses 
himself:  "I  bare  spoken  of  silrcr  own  alone,  because 
that  makes  tbe  mpo^  of  account  and  measure  of  trade 
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all  throu(^  the  world:  for  all  contrmcto  mre,  I  think,  every 
where  made,  and  accounta  kept,  in  silver.  I  am  wre  thev 
are  ao  in  Eng^land,  and  in  the  neighboring  countries.  8il- 
TCTt  thcfefim,  and  riWer  alone,  ia  the  meanire  of  com- 
merce. Two  met^  gold  and  ^ver.  cannot  be  tfie 
neaanre  of  canmierce  both  together  in  any  cotmtiy,  be- 
eauae  ike  ueaaure  of  commerce  moat  be  perpetually  the 
tame,  inrariable,  and  keeping  the  same  proportion  of  va- 
lue in  all  ita  parts.  But  lo  only  one  metal  does,  or  can 
do,  to  itself.  So  Mirer  is  to  nlver,  and  gM  to  gold;  but 
gold  and  silver  change  thnr  value  one  to  anouier:  kr, 
•upposing  them  to  be  in  value  as  sixteen  to  one  now,  per- 
haps the  next  month  they  may  be  aa  fifteen  and  tfiree- 
Tourtba,  or  fifleen  and  seren-ei^ths  to  one;  and  one  may 
aa  well  make  a  measure  to  be  used  ai  a  yard,  whose  parts 
lengthen  and  shorten,  as  a  measure  of  trade  of  materials 
Uiat  have  not  always  a  settled,  invaiiable  measure  to  one 
another.  One  metal,  therefore,  alone,  can  be  the  money 
of  account  and  contract  in  any  countiy.  The  fittest  for 
this  use.  of  all  others,  is  silver.  Gold,  though  nbt  the 
money  cmT  the  world,  and  the  measure  of  commerce,  nor 
fit  to  be  so,  may,  and  ought  to  be  coined,  to  ascertain  its 
fineneas  and  weight;  and  such  coin  may  safely  have  a  price 
as  well  as  a  atamp  set  upon  it  by  public  authority,  so  the 
value  set  be  under  the  market  price." 

Lord  Liverpool,  who  was  master  of  the  mint  in  England, 
and  whose  system  of  money  is  now  in  practical  operation 
in  that  eountr}',  thua-j>emarks:  **  Experience  has  proved, 
that  when  coina  of  two  metals  are  made  legal  tenders  at 
given  rates,  those  who  have  any  payments  to  make  will 
prefer  to  discharge  the  debt  or  obligation  by  paying  in 
that  coin  which  is  overrated;  and  in  this  manner,  gold,  be- 
ing overrated,  became  the  practical  currency  of  England. 
In  tlie  rei^  of  King  William,  by  proclamation,  gold 
guineas,  wmlfa  but  3U«.  Sd.,  were  made  current  at  31<., 
which,  being  4d.  mote,  or  1 19-31  per  centum  too  Mgh, 
made  gold  the  principal  measure  or  tender  in  payment*." 
He  was  of  opinion  "  that  the  money  or  coins  of  any  coun- 
try, which  are  to  be  the  measure  of  property,  can  be 
made  of  one  meUl  only;"  and  that  gold  was  the  fittest 
metal  fw  a  rich  country  like  England.  He  proposed  that 
"  the  new  ailver  coiiu  shall  not  be  a  legal  tender  for  any 
sum  exceeding  the  nominal  value  of  tiie  largest  |»ece  of 
gold  c<»n  in  currency.  This  it  the  lughest  state  of  per- 
recUon  to  which  any  system  of  canage  can,  in  my  opinion, 
be  brought."  He  conndered  it  necessary  to  exact  a  heavy 
seiKTiorage  on  silver  coin,  to  secure  its  permanency  in  cir- 
culation; and  muntatned  that  such  an  overvaluation  would 
not  prejudice  prices.  '*  When  the  nlver  coins  were  tlve 
principal  measure  of  property,  and  were  greatly  defect- 
ive, the  price  of  all  commodities  >ote  in  proportion;  but 
unce  the  gold  coins  are  become  tfie  principal  measure  of 
property,  though  our  silver  coins  are  on  an  average  aa  de- 
fective as  they  were  before,  (about  i,)  the  price  of  com- 
modities, even  when  purchased  with  silveV  coins,  has  not 
risen  on  account  of  the  defect  of  these  alver  coins.  The 
present  defective  silver  coina  continue  to  be  paid  and  re- 
ce  yed  at  their  nominal  value,  and  according  to  the  rate  at 
which'  they  can  be  exchanged  for  our  gold  coins;  some- 
times, when  they  are  wanted  for  particular  purposes,  they 
are  exchanged  even  at  a  premium  above  their  nominal 
value." 

He  thought  that  prices  of  commodities  were  "influ- 
enced by  a  defect  in  that  sort  t>f  cuiii  only  which  is  the 
principal  measure  of  property,  and  in  which  our  balances 
to  furci^  countries  are  regulated  and  paid. " 

li^.  Bucardo,  who  attuned  well-merited  celebrity,  in  ad- 
verting to  the  English  currency,  observe*:  "Jt  appears, 
then,  that  whilst  each  of  the  two  metals  was  equally  a 
legal  tender  for  debts  of  any  amount,  we  were  subject  to 
a  constant  chaiip  in  the  principal  standard  measure  of 
value.  It  would  sometimes  be  gold,  sometimes  silver,  de- 
pending entirely  on  the  viriationB  in  the  relaiinre  value  of 


the  two  metals;  and,  at  such  times,  the  metal  wluch  nt 
not  the  standard  would  be  melted  and  withdrawn  fna 
drculation,  as  its  vahie  would  be  greater  in  buUton  tlaB 
in  coin.  Hiia  was  an  inoonvenienee  wluch  H  warn  h^h^ 
dcrirable  dmnld  be  reme^ed;  but  so  alow  ii  the  pcvgreu 
of  improvement,  that,  although  it  had  been  unanswetablj 
demonstrated  by  Mr.  Locke,  and  had  been  noticed  by  ill 
writers  <hi  the  subject  of  money  nnce  h»  day,  a  betta 
system  was  never  adopted  till  the  last  seisnon  of  Parlii- 
ment,  when  it  was  enacted  diat  gold  only  should  be  a  kpl 
tender  for  any  sum  exeee^ng  438." 

A  highly  reapecUble  authnity,  Mr.  GaUatiii,  in  luaaUe 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treastwy,  maintains  the  so- 

Eeriortty  of  the  double  standard,  and  the  practicabiliQ' of 
eeping  both  metals  in  circulation.  He  instances  France 
as  the  country  "  which  afford*  the  best  and  most 
means  to  ascertain  the  fact,  as  it  is  fiir  the  most  wnhhr 
country  in  which  both  gold  and  nlver  conns  drculatenmot 
taneously.  During  the  thirteen  last  yeai%  there  has  never 
been  a  preuUum  on  silver  cohw,  and  there  l«s  ahiKA  al- 
ways been  one  on  goM  cmnsi  but  it  is  very  TaKly>  »^ 
only  fbr  very  short  periods,  0»at  this  premium  on  goU 
coins  has  ever  fallen  below  one-fifUi,  or  exceeded  four- 
fifths  per  cent.,  and  the  average  is  about  one-half  ntber 
below  than  above  it.  The  relative  value  of  gold  to  slver 
bullion  is,  therefore,  fixed  at  the  rate  of 3,091.197,  nearif 
equal  to  15.69  to  1.  Each  metal  is  brought  to  tite  int 
in  greater  or  less  quantities  respectively,  according  lo  the 
fluctuations  in  their  relative  market  value.  But  vbl 
proves  dtat  this  ratio  does  not  essentially  differ  fron  tbc 
true  average  market  relative  value,  is,  that  the  mint  hit 
been  abunintly  aupplied  with  both  forthe  last  twenty-*** 
years,  the  coinage  of  France  being  far  greater  than  thrt 
of  any  other  country. 

"  The  present  rate  (of  our  gold  standard)  was  the  re- 
sult of  iirfcHmatkm  cleariy  incomct  respectmy  the  tbea 
relative  value  of  gold  and  nlver  in  Europe*  which  was  r- 
nresented  as  being  at  the  rate  of  leM  than  15  to  1,  vbn 
it  was,  in  fact,  15.S  to  15.6  to  1.  If  gold  coins  are  i»« 
by  law  to  thrir  true  value,  they  will  not  be  exported  so 
long  aa  the  exchange  on  London  ia  not  above  1^  per  cea- 
tum  above  the' true  par,  or  about  8^  per  cent^  noouiali 
now  calculated.  Whenever  the  exchange  U  aboie  Aat 
rate,  there  is  no  means  to  prevent  the  exportatiaii;  sad  ai 
the  genera!  tendenCT  of  our  exchanges  with  Europe  it 
against  ua,  this  afibr^  a  reason  why,  in  fixing  the  rektive 
value  of  the  two  metals,  gold  may  be  a  little  orerrsW 
beyond  the  ratio  deduced  from  the  average  premium  oa 
French  gold  coins  in  France.  But  this  dumld  be  dc« 
cmitiously,  as  there  is  always  danger  in  gcnng  beyond  whrt 
th*  w(>ll  aacertainni  facts  will  warrant."    Adveitinr  W 


the  well  ascertained  facts' will  warrant."  Adveiting 
Spanrii  American  coins,  he  obs«ires,  in  rei^>ect  todw 
\-ariouB  rates  of  premium  on  doubloons;  **This«JlofdsBO 
criterion  whatever  of  the  relative  value  of  the  two  metah. 
as  it  is  excloaively  due  to  the  varying  demand  for  the  Hi- 
vana  and  Sooth  American  markets,  where,  by  intenal 
regulations,  the  doubloon  is  rated  never  less  than  $16, 3sc 
generallyatflT'.  This  arbitrary  order  driven  itf  couiv. 
silver  from  the  market,  and,  without  nuang,  actusUyi  got 
to  that  rate,  has,  nevertheleas,  a  cmnderable  cAecftonike 
price  of  that  particular  coin.  As  there  is  not  in  natnt 
any  permanent  standard  of  value,  it-haa  been  obje«tc4u 
the  simultaneous  t^rculation  of  the  two  metals  as  a 
tender,  that,  in  addition  to  the  fluctuations  in  the  price  <£ 
either  gold  or  ulver,  if  cmly  one  of  the  two  was  ntadrtbe 
sole  circulating  medium,  the  fluctuations  in  their  rebmt 
value  increase  the  uncertainty  of  the  standard.  Grai 
Britain,  tiU  the  year  1797,  when  the  suspension  of 
payments  took,  puce,  and  M  other  nations  to  this  day,  hin 
used  the  two  metals  nmultaneously,  without  any  prad';:^ 
injury,  and  to  the  great  ad\-ant^e  of  the  ccnnnHinj^. 
though  in  many  instances  sufficient  care  had  not  bm 
taken  to  assimilate  the  legal  to  the  aven^  maAet  v^ 
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of  the  two  metals — a  fact  so  notorioiu,  so  univeraal,'  and 
»  constant,  is  suSicieHt  to  prove  that  the  objection^  tboagfa 
the  abstract  reasonings  on  which  it  ia  founded  is  correct, 
can  have  no  weight  in  practice." 
In  respect  to  the  opinion  that  the  En^iA  demand  for 

Soldt  upon  the  reauniption  of  sperae  paynenti,  had  mid- 
enly  influenced  its  relative  nlue,  it  u  elsevbere  stated, 
that  "any  extraordinary  demand  firom  apartioular  country 
is  met  without  difficulty,  or  sennbty  aflectin^the  price  oT 
the  metal  required."  This  dectuve  iact,  (the  premium  in 
France  on  gold  not  having  exceeded  1-5  to  1-3  per  cent.) 
**  also  shows  Aat  it  ia  erroneously  that  the  exportation  of 
American  gold  coins,  which  commenced  in  the  year  1S31, 
has  been  ascribed  to  that  extraordinary  demand.  That 
exportation  has  been  continued  uninterruptedly  after  that 
cause  had  ceased  to  operate,  and.  as  will  be  seen  hereafter, 
is  due  to  the  alteratioD  from  that  epoch  in  the  rate  of  ex- 
changes." 

Mr.  Tooke,  an  eminent  writer,  is  inclined  to  doubt  the 
correctness  of  the  opinion,  that  the  British  demand  in- 
creased the  relative  value  of  gold,  and  he  remarks,  "  these 
circumsUnces,  collectively,"  (diminution  in  the  export  of 
silver  to  Aua,  and  the  emancipation  of  Spaniidk  America,) 
"are  likely  to  have  increased  the  supply  of  silver,  and 
give  reason  to  expect  that  tlie  &11  in  the  price  of  silver 
arose  from  a  relative  increase  of  its  quantity  and  conse- 
quent diminution  of  its  value,  rather  than  from  a  diminish- 
ed quantity  and  increased  value  of  gold."  He  admits 
howerer,  that  "all  information hithertoacccariblcrekting 
to  the  proportion  of  the  supply  and  de^iand  of  the  pre- 
cious metals,  is  vague,  and  insuffident  to  build  any  prac- 
tical conclusion  upon;  and  the  only  object  of  the  argu- 
ments brought  forward  is  to  afford  grounds  for  calling  in 
question  the  opposite  presumption,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
has  been  much  too  generally  and  hastily  admitted." 

Mr.  Tooke  thinks  that  England  probably  possessed 
twenty  nullions  of  pounds  sterling  of  gold  before  1797; 
the  greater  part  of  which,  be  calculates,  would  be  forth- 
coming from  the  hiding  places  .of  the  hoarders,  or  from 
tlie  continent  of  Europei  "none  (gold)  being  absolutely 
necessary  (on  the  continent)  as  the  standard  or  bans  of 
their  circulation,  which  is  silver." 

Mr.  Baring,  an  eminent  banker,  and  accustomed  to  pe- 
cuniary transactions  of  the  most  extensive  and  various 
nature,  is  an  advocate  of  the  double  standard,  in  eoni^e- 
mtion  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  England.  He 
asserts  that,  "  if  gold  and  silver  were  concurrent  legal 
tenders  at  the  old  mint  regulation,  (1  to  15.2,)  nlver 
would  at  present  be  the  practical  standard,  as  the  debtor 
always  acquits  himself  m  the  cheapest  metal  he  is  enabled 
to  do  so  by  law.  Gold  was  his  cheapest  payment  previous 
to  1797,  awl,  therefore,  the  practical  standard  of  the  coun- 
try at  that  time;  in  consequence  of  subsequent  variations 
in  the  price  between  gold  and  nlver,  rilver  would  be  so 
now.  I'he  practical  currency  may  change  from  one  metal 
to  another  in  a  short  space  of  time;  the  fact  of  gold  hav- 
jig  been  the  practical  tender  in  this  countty  under  the 
Former  sysAem,  and  that  silver  would  be  so  ii  that  system 
continued,  is  a  practical  proof  of  it. 

"It  will  vary  with  the  variations  in  the  relative  value  of 
:he  metals,  however  wisely  you  may  adjust  the  difference, 
rhc  variation  in  France  isseldmn  at  >ove  a  tentli  per  cent, : 
t  sometimes  runs  up  to  a  quarter  per  cent. :  it  has  been,  1 
told,  something  higher  on  particular  occasions.  A  very 
light  difference  of  one-tenth  or  one-fourth  per  cent, 
vould  determine  the  use  of  one  metal  or  another. 

• '  There  is  no  ^doubt  that  when  this  country  (England) 
etiirned  to  payments  in  specie,  supposing  we  wautedfrom 
ftcen  to  twenty  millions  of  pounds,  (of  gold,  for  instance,) 
lid  that  to  tint  extent  there  was  a  dcnuind  on  the  rest  of 
;ie  world  for  gold,  gt^  got  an  increased  value  from  that 
ircumstance. 

**  This  country  partially  rigectii^  gold  as  its  tender,  the 


effect  would  be  to  reduce  to  some  extent  the  value  of  gold 
over  the  rest  of  the  world." 

One  of  his  leading  motives  in  recommending  the  incor- 
poration of  ulver  in  the  standard,  appears  to  have  been  an 
unpression,  that  it  was  "  evident  that  the  Bank,  (of  England) 
wisldnr  to  rdaforee  its  supply  of  qiede,  can  do  so  mm 
infinitely  increased  fiiciUty,  with  the  power  of  either  draw- 
ing in  gold  or  silver,  than  if  it  were  confined  to  only  one 
ot  the  metals.  The  chwce  is  already  much;  but  the  dr- 
cumstance  that  silver  u  the  practical  standard  of  Europe, 
more  than  doubles  the  ccrtam^  and  facili^  of  procuring 
a  supply." 

The  substance  of  Mr.  Baring's  evidence  before  the  com- 
mittee of  the  British  Parliament,  being  subsequentiy  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  the  Banc  of  England  in  four 

Sueries,  the  gorenuff  and  directors  of  the  bank,  in  part, 
tus  reply. 

"  isL  Provided  there  be  sufficient  currency  in  the  coun- 
try for  the  small  payments,  there  does  not  appear  to  the 
bank  to  be  any  advantage  in  the  proposed  addition  of  m1- 
ver  as  a  general  legal  tender,  from  tne  great  difficult  of 
retainit^  gold  as  the  bulk  of  the  currency  under  luch  an 
arrangement 

"2d.  It  does  not  appear  that  it  would  afford  to  the  bank 
any  security  against  combinations  to  their  prejudice,' 
nor  wotdd  it  enable  the  bank  more  readily  to  rectify  the 
foreign  exchanges,  nor  to  provide  with  less  difficulty  fur 
perit^  of  panic.  Neither  does  it  ^pear  to  the  bank  that 
It  would  facilitate  tli^  proeoring,  when  necessary,  sup- 
plies of  gold  from  abroad.  ' 

"3d.  The  bank  can  see  no  advantage  in  reverting  to 
the  former  system  of  making  silver  by  weight  a  legal  ten- 
der to  any  amount;  and  they  are  fiirther  of  opinion,  that 
a  varying  scale  of  value  in  any  metal  cannot  be  otherwise 
than  prejudicial  in  its  effects  upon  all  contracts." 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  masterly  and 
elaborate  report  to  the  Senate  during  the  last  sesuon, 
"  respecting  the  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver,  be." 
remarks,  in  reference  to  the  double  standard,  ' '  that  bow- 
ever  exactly  the  proper  eqiulibrium  of  values  of  gold  and 
silver  wsy  be  adjusted  at  me  mint,  the  balance  is  likely  to 
be  disturbed  by  causes  which  can  neither  be  anticipated 
nor  controlled  by  political  power."  And,  in  the  course  of 
bis  able  disquirition,  he  arrives  at  the  apparenUy  sound 
and  rational  conduaion,  that  the  regulation  of  the  measure 
of  value  in  both  metals  is  inherently  defective,  and  re- 
quires to  be  remedied,  and  that  "this  remedy  is  to  be 
K>und  in  the  establishment  of  one  standard  measure  of 
property  only.  The  proposition  that  there  can  be  but  one 
standard,  in  &ct  is  self-evident.  The  option  of  Govern- 
ments charged  with  this  duty,  is,  therefore,  between  hav- 
ing property  measured  sometimes  by  gold,  sometimes  by 
M^er,  and  selecting  that  metal  which  is  best  adapted  to  the 
purpose  for  the  on^  standard.  'Silver  ougbt.to  be  the 
standard  measure  of  property  in  the  United  State^^  and 
maintained  by  mint  regulations  as  the  chief  material  for 
metallic  currency." 

Such  discordancy  of  opinion  amongst  writera  distin- 
guished for  profound  and  philosophical  views,  and  pra'cti- 
cal  knowledge  of  the  subject  under  conndetation,  »  per- 
plexing and  embamssEng. 

Tlie  committee  have  endeavored  to  form  a  just  and  im* 
partial  estimate  of  the  various  principles  respectively  sus- 
tained; and  they  will  now  proceed  to  make  some  appro- 
priate observations  upon  them,  as  ^neral  truths,  and, 
also,  in  reference  to  the  fitness  of  their  application  to  the 
existing  and  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  United  States. 

Gold  or  silver  is  the  money  of  commerce,  and  the  mea- 
sure of  value.  It  is  freely  received  every  where  as  the 
equivalent  in  exchange  for  all  other  articles.  It  is,  by 
general  consent,  the  representative  of  value,  the  pledge 
cheerfolly  taken  in  fulfilment  of  bai^uns,  because  the  re- 
ceiver knows  that  he  can  with  It  purchase  such  things  as 


Digitized  by 


Google 


clii 


APPENDIX^ro  GmlM  Sf  SeaUm't  lUguier. 


silt  Co».  Sd  Sbu.} 


he  denim  It  b  the  nutnuDent  by  wluch  tnuufen  can  be 
rnott  eonrcnientjy  effected,  but  it  it  not  the  utiele  really 
wanted. 

Commodities  are  the  things  actually  exchanged  and  re- 
quired—proviuoiu,  clothii^,  materials  for  mano&ctore, 
ot  for  otiier  nae.  Money  AdlitatCM  exchangea,  but  ita 
value  is  in  dreulation.  Commodities  are  vahiaMe  in  ex- 
changet  and  Tvluable,  also,  as  useful  or  consumable  ne- 
cessaries. The  real  value  of  these  depends  upon  the 
quantity  of  labor  expended  upon  their  production,  but 
not  in  any  degree  upon  money  price,  or  the  quantity  of 
gold  or  stiver  reqmted  to  measure  their  nonunal  value,  or 
to  effect  their  exchange.  This  price  or  quantity  is  regu- 
lated by  the  productiveness  of  the  mines,  and  by  the  rela- 
tion which  the  portion  of  that  product,  pen^g  in  cur- 
rent, bears  to  the  i^fgregate  amount  of  excungeable 
merchandise. 

Since  the  discovery  of  America,  the  increase  of  the  pre- 
cious metals  has  gready  exceeded  the  relative  increase  of 
commodities;  spoTd  and  sUver  are  estimated  to  have  multi- 
plied in  m  fourrold  ratio. 

Money  hai  become  to  abundant  Aat  prices  have  risen 
greatlyi  the  labor  which  was  fonneriy  exchanged  for  one 
dollar,  will  now  purchase  four  wlver  dollars. 

Tlus  change  would  seem  to  indicate  a  vast  increase  in 
the  value  of  labor,  and  consec^uently  of  individual  wealth, 
in  the  view  of  those  who  consider  a  great  deal  of  money 
and  riches  as  qrnonymous;  yet  it  is  not  perceived  in  what 
respect  ttus  great  increase  of  gold  and  silver  has  influenc- 
ed the  real  value  of  useful  commodities.  It  has  sennbly 
altered  the  money  jprice  of  evety  Hangt  and  thereby  dt- 
minisbed  its  convenience,  as  the  instrument  and  measure 
of  commerce,  by  rendering  it  more  cumbrous,  requiring 
four  times  the  quantity  or  weight  of  gold  or  silver  to  mea- 
sure the  same  value,  and  multiplying  in  the  like  ratio  the 
number  of  ccnns,  and  the  labor  of  counting  them,  without 
adduig,  in  any  manner,  to  their  utilitir  as  money,  or  to 
tbdr  value  as  property.  _  If  onehalf  or  the  entire  amount 
of  gold  and  nlver  now  in  use  was  immediately  to  disap- 
pear, or  as  suddenly  tohe  doubled  ia  its  quantity,  the  con- 
sequence would  be  grievous  to  debtors,  or  to  credttorit  but 
it  is  very  erident  tliat  the  real  wealth  of  society  would  ex- 
perience no  change  from  either  event  The  productive 
power  of  industry  would  he  neither  increased  nor  dimin- 
ished; nor  would  aiqr  alteration  take  place  in  the  utifity  of 
its  products. 

Industry  .produces  commodUies,  and  fhigality  accumu- 
lates capttal)  but  itt  real  value  does  not  depend  upon  its 
money  value. 

Where  exchangeable  meltshan^se  abounds,  gold  and 
silver  will  be  comparatively  abundant.  Hence,  counbiea, 
rich  in  productions,  will  always  have  more  money  circu- 
lating than  nations  which  produce  fewer  commodities. 
The  potsesnon  of  a  large  amount  of  money  is  the  effect, 
but  not  the  caule  of  wealth:  yet  a  greater  abundance  of 
gold  or  nlver,  in  rich  States,  being  very  viwble,  it  has  er- 
roneously been  viewed  as  the  cause  producing  greater 
wealth;  and  various  projects  have  been  frequenUy  sug- 
gested, or  adopted,  to  bnnr  into  particular  countries  more 
than  the  natural  supply  of  mono)^,  or  to  manufacture  it 
from  other  materials  than  gold  or  silver.  Distinguished 
statesmen  liave  occanonaUy  countenanced  these  sugges* 
tions;  and  the  value  whidi  has  been  attached  to  a  Targe 
supply  of  the  precious  metals  has  been  evinced  by  inflict- 
ing severe  penalties  upon  the  expcfftera  of  gold  or  stiver; 
in  exhibiting  in^gnation  against,  or  questioning  the  patri- 
otism of  such  traders  as  ship  away  money  where  its  ex- 
portation was  permitted,  by  a  great  solicitude  to  encouraffe 
intercourse  with  those  countries  which  possess  or  dis- 
tribute the  produce  of  the  mines;  and  in  denying  or  ques- 
tiotung*  tile  advantage  of  trading  with  any  nation  whidi 
required  gold  or  silver  in  exchange  for  its  mercbandtte. 
It  hat  been  exlubited  ia  an  aiizioui  denre  to  hare  the 


standard  of  value  regulated  in  botii  metals,  lest  tiw 
utifi^  of  either  mivht  be  dnniradied  on  beeoming  a  eon. 
raodity,  or  under  tne  apprehennon  that  the  rejection  of 
either  gold  or  silver  as  a  legal  tender  would  contract  tfae 
field  of  supply,  or  inflict  the  evils  of  a  scanty  arcuhtiao. 

Thecomimtbee  arc<^  opiiuon  tint  wealth  oonsiats  in  aa 
abundance  vf  necessaries,  conveniences,  and  hnuiio: 
that  lands,  minerals,  labor-saving-  madunea,  nsefnl  cot- 
modities,  tcc.  Sec.  art  the  constituent  parts  of  nationl 
wealth;  and  that  its  amount  depends  upon  the  skiH and  in- 
dustry of  its  inhabitants. 

Industrious  and  skilfiil  nations  will  pooesa  a  lar^  daie 
of  the  gold  and  nlver  used  as  monqr  in  commarce;  bnt 
that  arises  from  the  superior  value  of  their  excbangesUe 
produce. 

The  vakie  of  men^  in  an  inverse  ratio  with  itt  gnaii. 
tity,  rdativety  dear  or  cheap,  accor^nr  to  the  proportioo 
which  the  entire  amount  of  gold  and  nlver  in  cirealatkKi 
bears  to  the  aggregate  value  of  excbat^eaUe  commodi- 
ties. The  interest  of  every  nation  reqasea  its  just  pro- 
portion of  the  money  of  the  world;  ana  if  cuwdiucl  wu 
free  and  onrestruned,  its  operations  would  aaauredly  effiM 
an  eqmtable  ^stribution. 

The  course  is  natural  and  obvious.  '  IteAindanee  luses 
pricei^  imports  increase,  or  exports  dinmudi;  either  con- 
sequence creates  an  adverse  exchange;  and  the  aupcrfla- 
ous  supply  of  money  goes  6ff  to  other  nations^  to  liqtDdate 
balancea.  On  the  omer  band,  scardty  of  money  lowers 
prices,  increases  exports,  or  brings  in  money  to  buy  cbe^ 
goods.  In  tfae  nature  of  things,  redundancy  or  scarci^ 
must  be  tempman^,  as  mercantile  sagacity  ia  ever  activeawl 
vigilant  to  profit  bjr  the  tnullelt  variations  in  value;  and, 
whilst  pursuing^  gun,  it  prevent!  money  from  andiUatiar 
greatly,  or  disadnutqpeonaly  to  tiie  stody  occopatioa  « 
producers.  ' 

The  correctness  of  the  principle,  that  money  viD  find 
its  level  in  the  great  sea  of  commerce,  unless  t^Mtmcted 
by  artificial  mounds,  erecfM  by  legidatire  or  local  npB^ 
tions,  Was  forcibly  iUustrated  in  tiie  case  of  Prance  ia 
1794-'5. 

Statesmen  of  transcendent  talcQti^  Mr.  iHtt  and  Ih. 
Burke,  confidently  anticipated  a  complete  overthrow  of 
the  power  of  France,  from  the  want  or  money  to  orrr  oa 
warUke  >>perations — the  inevitable  consequence,  as  thn 
supposed,  of  the  destruction  of  the  asngnst  curreocy. 
Ye^  what  is  the  historical  iact^  TheaongnsA  bubble  bun!, 
inflicting,  withtnit  doubt,  a  seiiout  amount  of  io^vidnai 
dittress,  hot  the  productive  power  of  Fnmce  bdnp 
jured,  and  the  products  of  its  industry  beinr  real  weal^ 
and  valuable  commodities  in  exchange.  Gold  and  tiher, 
which  is  the  instrument  of  exchange,  rushed  into  France 
in  a  powerful  stream,  filling  speedily  evety  channel  of  or 
culation  with  its  proper,  useful,  and  relative  proportioo  d 
coin. 

Instead  of  France,  witii  her  gresit  wealth,  beii^  pR»- 
trated  and  in  poverty,  at  waa  predicted  by  these  great 
men,  she  quickly  poalested  more  gold  and  ulver  than  a^ 
nation  in  Europe — a  result  in  strict  accordance  with  wd 
established  principles  in  the  monetary  system. 

France  posseued  a  lam  supply,  comparatively,  of  no- 
ney.  because  she  was  in  net  the  richest  nation  in  Burope. 
excepting  England,  who  had  fbrdbly  driven  gold  and  &t 
ver  out  of  dreulation,  by  aubstitutiiy  bank  notes.  Cca- 
sidering  tiiat  these  incontrovertible  ptinciplei^  in  regard 
to  gold  or  tdlver  money,  have  been  practically  Terified  is 
the  powerfiil  and  instructive  example  of  France,  it  is  tnih 
surprising,  that,  in  subsequent  times,  complaints  ahooU 
be  made  of  the  want  of  metallic  coin,  or  «  m  psoticnhr 
kind  of  the  precious  metals. 

It  cannot  be  tiie  mtcrett  of  any  country,  if  it  were  pm- 
ticable,  to  possets  a  greater  amount  of  the  piccMus  mct^ 
(which  are  cosily  merchandiae)  than  ita  just  properties 
beomie  the  nine  of  gdd  or  nlrer,  M  noDey,  ^ 
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ilto^ther  in  tts  utility,  u  an  instrument,  for  elFecting^  ex- 
ihang^es,  or  for  measuring  the  vahie  of  commodities.  Its 
/Rlue  being  relative,  and  only  in  exchange,  it  does  notap- 
lear  to  be  an  important  conndemtion  to  any  country, 
rhether  the  instrument,  which  it  thus  uses  as  a  labor- 
Aving  machine  in  barter,  be  composed  of  gold,  or  of  nl- 
rer,  or  of  both  metals. 

The  committee  are  induced  to  believe  that  eveir  nation 
vill  possess  its  equitable  and  useful  portion  of  the  gold 
ind  silver  used  as  money.  If  they  do  not  repulse  it  m>m 
lomestic  circulation,  by  substituting  a  different  medium  of 
exchange,  one  metal  may  be  selected,  with  a  certain  as- 
iirance  of  unifbnnly  poasesHng,  in  the  metai  choaei^  aach 
>roportion  of  the  entire  amount  of  tiie  money  of  com- 
nerce  as  their  exchangeable  commodities  bear  to  tiie  to- 
■1  amount  of  merclundise  produced. 

If  both  metals  are  preferred,  the  like  relative  proper- 
ion  of  the  aggregate  amount  of  metallic  currency  will  be 
loasessed,  subject  to  frequent  changes  from  gold  to  rilver, 
Jid  vice  vem,  aceor^ng  to  the  vanationa  in  the  rebtire 
'alue  of  these  metals. 

The  currency  of  the  commercial  world  consisting  of 
^Id  as  well  as  silver,  it  is  apparently  correct  and  rational 

0  conclude,  that  the  indiscriminate  use  of  both  metals 
nu9t  be  convenientandadvantageous  to  every  community. 
There  is,  however,  a  materiu  distinction  between  the 
itoney  of  commerce  and  the  money  of  a  particular  State, 
rliich  merits  notice.  Gold  and  silver  circulate  in  general 
ommerce  as  moneyt  but  whether  they  are  tendered  in 
lew  or  defuccd  coins,  of  the  standard  of  one  mint,  or  a 
nixture  of  all  mints,  or  in  metal  of  every 'variety  of  form 
nd  purity,  they  are  all  viewed  as  bullion,  and  valued  in 
breign  markets  according  to  the  quantity  or  weight  of 
Ine  metal. 

Whether  a  nation  uses  exclusively  one  metal  for  its  tnter- 
i«l  trade,  or  estaUisheB  a  legal  value  in  both  gold  sad  nl- 
'er,  it  has  been  aacertained  by  experience  that  one'metal 
inly  will  be  the  practical  standard.  Traders  will  usually 
ind  it  thdr  interest  to  carry  to  each  country  that  de- 
cription  of  metal  which  is  the  current  or  exclusive  legal 
ender,  because  the  former  is  always  an  overvalued  metal, 
nd  the  latter  is  of  nearly  invariable  value.  The  opera- 
ions  of  trmde  being  inceosant  and  universal,  the  value  of 
:o)(l  or  silver  is  tested  by  the  estimate  of  each  nation;  and 
n  average  relative  value  is  thus  ascert^ned  and  establish- 
d,  with  such  an  approach  to  accuracy  as  enables  mer- 
hanta  and  money  dealers,  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  to 
ffect  exchanges  freely  and  securely  for  the  money  of 
ommerce,  whether  tendered  in  gold  of  in  silver. 

But  the  money  of  a  particular  State  is  the  medium  of 
xchai^ge,  and  measure  of  viJue  and  of  contracts,  not 
nly  for  traders  and  money  dealers,  but  for  every  mem- 
ber of  the  community.  Publie  convenience,  therefijre, 
equires  that  it  should  be  coined.  Nations  generally  esta- 
lish  a  measure  of  value,  founded  upon  an  ideal  unit,  or 
loney  of  account  and  contract. 

Coins,  regulated  in  conformity  to  this  standard,  usually 
ompose  the  metellie  currencyi  and  they  are  generally  the 
inly  legal  tender  in  payments. 

Where  gold  or  nlver  constitutes,  the  national  currency, 
uch  a  regulation  is  a  matter  of  great  public  interest, 
"he  stamp  set  upon  the  metal  is  the  seal  of  the  State,  cer- 
fying  as  to  the  fineness  and  weight  of  the  coin,  which  sc- 
ares implicit  confidence  as  to  iu  intrinsic  value;  and  the 
loney  unit,  or  its  integral  parts,  or  multiples,  being  exhi- 
ited  in  every  enn,  ftetlrtatea  enumeration,  exchanges, 
nd  payments,  and  contributes  essentially  to  the  oonvrai- 
nce  and  advantage  of  the  public. 

The  money  of  a  State  thus  differing  in  some  Msential 
articulars  from  the  money  of  commerce,  the  inquiry  may 
e  made  with  consistency  and  propriety,  whether  it  is  most 
idicious  or  expedient  to  regulate  the  standard  in  gM,  or 

1  »lver,  or  in  both  metals. 
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Several  of  the  eminent  authorities  quoted,  inchK^og 
some  of  those  who  are  practically  acquamted  with  money 
transactions,  strenuoudy  maintain  the  superior  advantages 
of  the  double  standard,  contending, 

1st.  Thktt  in  rejecting  either  gold  or  silver,  the  riA  ia 
incurred:  "that  if  tiie  rise  is  cmly  on  one  of  tihe  metalifiir 
which  there  happens  to  be  a  greater  demand,  and  that 
should  be  the  sole  legal  tender,  it  will  be  exported,  and 
diminish,  in  a  most  inconvenient  way,  the  whde  amount 
of  specie — a  diminution  which,  in  that  case,  cannot  be  re- 
medied, by  resorting  to  the  other  metal  which  is  not  a  le- 
gal tendert"  and  it  is  thought  to  limit  Uie  *  ■  facili^  of  pro- 
curing a  supply  of  gold  ana  nlver,*'  and  that  it eames  **  tha 
evib  oF  a  scan^  drculation." 

3d.  That  the  rejection  of  either  metal  has  the  effect  of 
'*  deatr<^ing  the  office  and  character  of  one  of  them  as 
money,  and  reducing  it  to  the  utuation  of  a  mere  merchan- 
dise." 

3d.  Although  it  is  concrived  to  be  not  posnble  *'that 
any  degree  of  skill  or  ingenut^,  in  Kfj^uting  the  propar> 
tiont  of  gold  and  nlver,  can  be  snch  as  to  prevent  the  ona 
or  the  other  frtmt  having  a  preference,  and  becoming 
practically,  in  the  course  of  a  short  period  of  ycvrt,  the 
currency  of  the  country,  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
other,  except  for  purposes  of  convenience,"  it  is,  never- 
theless, alleged  tiiat  tiie  hazards  from  alterations  iu  the 
measure  of  contracts,  by  "those  fluctuations  in  tiie  rebu 
tive  value  o£  tite  two  spedes  of  coin,  are  a  quantity  whidb 
may  be  neglected;"  and  it  is  maintuned  that  "the  neeea> 
cnty  of  occasional  adjustment  is  a  small  inconvenience,  when ' 
compared  with  the  great  inconvenience  6f  u«ng  only  one 
of  tiie  metals." 

The  committee  having  already  expressed  their  convic- 
tion that  the  operations  of  commerce,  if  unimpeded  by 
local  and  artificial  obstacles,  will  certainly  secure  to  every 
country  its  useful  and  equitable  proportion  of  the  money 
of  the  world,  they  feel  compelled,  reluctantly,  to  withhold 
their  assent  to  nie  opinions  preferred  in  support  of  the 
double  standard.  They  cannot  admit,  that,  by  rejecting 
one  of  the  metals,  any  of  the  injurious  consequences  pre- 
dicted would  ensue. 

Ei^land  may  be  instanced  as  a  practical  and  fonnbla 
exemphfication.  She  has  by  law  recentiy  (and  for  more 
than  one  hundred  yean  previously.  In  practice)  rejected 
silver  as  a  tender  in  large  payments,  and  adopted  gold  (the 
most  costiy,  and  scarce,  and  least  used  as  money,  of  the 
two  metals)  as  the  measure  and  instrument  for  eifFecting 
exchanges.  A  subsequent  act,  restraining  the  issue  of 
bank  notes  under  five  pounds  sterling,  opened  an  exten- 
sive field  for  circniation,  which  was  immediati^  filled  wiUi 
goM;  and  her  experience  nnee,  notwitbitandinjg  the  wild 
and  incon^erate  speculations  of  1835,  may,  with  that  of 
preceding  times,  in  regard  to  pecuniary  resources,  be  com- 
pared with  the  means  of  any  other  nation;  to  test  the  aoco- 
racy  of  these  (fisadvanb^eous^legationtagiunit  tike  rii^e 
standard. 

The  free  city  of  Bremen,  an  ezamnle  on  a  very  dUtos 
ent  scale  of  operations,  uses  gold  exclanrely,  without  any 
known  inconveiuenee. 

Hamburg,  a  neighb<mng  city,  of  great  bnnncas  and 
wealth,  has  for  centuries  confined  commerdal  payments 
to  silver. 

For  ten  years  part  we  have,  in  prac£tice,  repudiated  gold; 
and  it  is  believed  that  money  has  not  been  more  abundant 
for  the  same  length  of  time  in  our  commercial  history.  Our 
recent  practice  has  in  realty  reduced  gold  "to  the  ntaa- 
tion  ofa  mere  merchaniUse,"  but  certMnly  without  injuring 
itsutiBty  ummey;  for  it  is  picked  up  with  avidity,  even 
in  small  sums,  and  exchanged  with  the  greatest  r<»diness 
for  bank  notes,  redeemable  on  denucnd  with  nlver,  or  ef- 
fective in  instant  payment*.  Its  value  of  course  varies  ac- 
cording to  oar  pecutuaiy  relations  witii  Bi^land,  die  great 
market  of  die  worid  tot  gold. 
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If  Ml  extemHve  demand  wu  now  to  ariae  fbr  gold,  which 
k  "  tfw  a^  legal  tender"  in  England  and  Bremen,  itt  ex- 

E'  oit  would  take  place,  until  scarcity  of  mone^  waa  sanat- 
lyftlt  CommooitieswouldthendeeUneinpnce^ordiere 
would  be  a  diminution  of  iroporta,  until  money  found  itajuat 
and  natural  levelidifferingin  no  perceiTablerespect&om  the 
effecta  produced,  an  adrerae  balance  of  payments,  upon 
other  Statea  unng  stiver,  or  which  have  an  established  legal 
tender  in  both  metals.  F(tfexample,in  ISSI'-'S,  we  became 
largely  indebted  to  England  and  Fnnce.  Our  silver  was 
CKporled  to  a  great  amount,  aa  well  aa  all  the  gold  that 
could  be  procured.  Hie  banks  curtailed  thdr  ^scounts; 
money  became  very  acarce ;  we  imported  comparatively  lesai 
the  balance  waa  soon  liquidated;  and  we  worked  through 
that  adverae  period  with  aa  little  difficulty.  sufTering,  or  dis- 
treaa,  and  recovered  from  its  Ul  effects,  aa  speedily  as 
on  any~of  the  many  previous  occasions  that  we  hare  en- 
countered the  ebba  in  eommercet  altboujEh  the  inereaaed 
value  of  gold  had,  in  effect,  rejected  it  mun  drculation, 
and  deprived  oa  of  the  power  alleged  to  be  remediate  of 
"reaortingtotheodier  metal,  which  is  nota  legal  tender." 

Our  own  experience,  and  that  of  other  nations,  thiisap- 
pearing  to  coiuirm  in  practice  the  accuracy  of  .the  princi- 
ples previously  deduced,  the  committee  cannot  resist  the 
oonvKtion  that  the  regulation  of  a  national  atandard  in 
g(4d,  or  in  nlver,  or  in  both  metals,  will  not,  in  any  re- 
^>ect,  influence  the  pecuniary  resources  of  a  State,  or  con- 
tnbute  any  relief  whatever  in  periods  of  exigency.  Unfa- 
vmvble  buancea  with  foreign  countries  must  be  discharged 
with  gold  or  stiver,  or  commodities.  Debtor  nations,  not 
posseanngmtnea  of  the  predoua  metals,  must  regulate  their 
unporta  accor^i^  to  the  exchangeable  value  of  thtir  aur- 
plua  produce,  ^ey  have  no  other  meant  of  purcbaamg 
money,  or  other  fbrogn  merchandiae.  The  ill  effects  of 
bad  aeasons,  and  other  unusual  and  adverse  events,  which 
occasion  temporary  preiaure,  are  soon  rectified  by  indus- 
try and  frugutty. 

The  great  and  inherent  defect  in  the  double  standard, 
that  haa  product  the  evil  of  which  we  now  complun, 
^the  ctisappearance  of  gold^)  and  which  haa  invited  the 
remedy  of  a  new  adjustment  of  its  relative  value,  is  de- 
•erving  of  particular  and  grave  consideration. 
■  It  has  been  already  remarked,  that  the  capacious  mind 
which  delineated  the  system  of  money  adopted  by  Con- 
gren,  expressed  a  strong  denre  "  to  render  the  unit  as 
fittle  variable  aa  poawble,  because  on  this  depends  the 
steady  value  of  all  contracts,  and,  in  a  certain  sense,  of  all 
other  property."  He  waa  wett  aware  "that  if  the  unit 
belong  indiacriminately  to  both  metals,  it  ia  nbject  to  all 
Ac  fluctuationa  that  happen  in  the  relative  value  which 
they  bear  to  each  other." 

He  appears  to  hare  been  stroi^ly  inclined  to  select  gold 
aa  the  only  meaaure  of  value;  and  the  difficulty  which  he 
experienced  in  arriving  at  the  final  conclunon  to  recom- 
mend both  metali*  ia  dearly  endenced  by  tiie  undecided 
terma  in  which  it  ia  announced:  "But,  upon  the  whole,  it 
aeema  to  be  moat  advisable,"  8u;.  The  obriona  advanta- 
geaofthe  single  standard  having  yielded  to  the  prepon- 
derant influence  of  an  apprehension  that  the  rejected  me- 
tal would  be  iiyured,  as  money,  by  •■reducing  it  to  the 
■tiiation  of  a  mere  merchandiBe;"  and  that  "  to  annul  the 
use  of  either  of  the  metala  aa  money,  ia  to  abrid^  the 
^naoti^  of  cimilatiiiK  metUum,  and  is  liable  to  all  the  ob- 
jections wlUch  mum  from  a  ccnnpariaon  of  the  benefits  of 
a  full,  with  the  evils  of  a  acanty  circulation"— evils  which 
were  aenubly  experienced  at  that  time,  whatever  cauaea 
may  have  produced  them,  subsequent  experience,  and 
particularly  that  of  the  laat  ten  years,  liaving  fumiahed 
atroogrcasonatodoubt  ifthe  CMiae  of  thoae  evila  waa  ac- 
cuntely  coiyectured.  The  couimittee  are  induced,  from 
tint  circumstance,  to  believe  tliat  the  riewa  which  they 
hare  now  expressed  do  not  cUffer  essentially  £rom  an  au- 
tbori^  ao  deaerredly  entitled  to  their  raipaet. 


There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  dtvernty  of  opinioii  u 
to  one  ndical  defect  in  the  double  standard— the  attavaid- 
^le  necesM^  of  occasional  adjustmenta,  or,  inothcr  wordi, 
of  alterationa  in  the  meaaure  value  and  of  contracts. 
The  effects  of  these  changes  are  variously  e^mated.  A 
large  majority  of  the  writers  quoted  maintain  that  the  over- 
^ted  metal  will  always  be  "  the  practical  currency,  [which] 
may  change  from  one  metal  to  the  other  in  a  abort  period 
of  time.  Gold  was  his  cheapest  payment,  and,  therefore, 
the  practical  standard  of  ue  country  (England)  at  tbst 
time.  In  consequence  of  subsequent  varottiona  in  tlie 
price  between  gold  and  silver,  ulver  would  be'ao  now,  u 
the  debtor  always  acquits  himaelf  in  the  chc^teat  metal  be 
is  enabled  to  do  so  by  lav. 

"  Whilst  each  of  Uie  two  metals  waa  equally  •  IqpJ  lea- 
der for  debts  of  any  amount,  we  were  subject  to  a  con- 
stant chan^  in  tlte  principal  measure  of  value." 

Experience  haa  proved,  that  when  coins  of  the  two 
met^  are  made  a  legal  tender  at  given  ntei^  tboae  who 
have  any  paynwntato  make  will  prefer  to  diacbarge  the 
debt  or  obligation,  by  paying  in  that  coin  wU^  ia  over- 
rated." 

The  9ecrct«l7  of  the  Treasury  justly  remarks,  tlut  *'  if 
the  ratio  ia  ao  adjusted  as  to  maintain  both  n»ctal%  fat  the 
time  being,  in  e<|uiltbrium,  aulwequcnt  fluctuatiam  \mf 
expel  that  which  la  most  neceisaty  to  the  cutrency." 

These  ojHnions,  which  in  times  past  were  themes  fer 
our  meditation,  are  now  realized  in  practice.  To  uetbe 
language  of  a  highly  distinguished  and  leamed  Senator, 
Mr.  Webster,  The  EnglisTi  standard  of  value  is  ^old; 
with  us,  that  office  is  performed  by  gold,  and  by  nlrer 
also^  aX  m  fixed  relation  to  each  other:  but  our  estimste  of 
Mlver  b  rather  biriier,  in  proportion  to  goltl,  than  aesi 
nations  give  Iti  it  is  higher  especially  than  in  ^^faad  U 
the  preaent  moment 

"The  consequence  IB,  that  silver,  which  remaiiual^ 
currency  with  us,  stays  here,  while  the  gold  has  gone 
abroad,  verifying  the  universal  tmtb,  that  if  two  curre»> 
cies  be  allowed  to  exist,  of  different  valuer  that  wUck  is 
cheapest  will  fill  up  the  whole  circulation.*' 

It  is,  however,  on  the  other  hand,  alleged,  **tlMt  iboe 
fluctuations  are  a  quantity  which  may  be  ne^cctcd;' 
"  that  Great  Sritun,  till  the  year  1797,  when  the  suspea- 
non  of  cash  paymento  took  place,  and  all  other  naliow 
to  this  day,  have  used  the  two  metala  simultaneously,  with- 
out any  practical  injury,  and,  to  the  great  advantage  c^tbe 
commumty;"  and  it  is  abo  maintained,  that  "  the  piact^ 
cal  operation  of  the  rule  teold  to  nlver.  one  to  axtea> 
is  much  more  instraetive,  amce  it  shows  Uiat  tfaia  relative 
valuation  of  the  two  metals  secures  their  concorrent  cir- 
culation in  coins  in  a  very  large  part  of  the  wmU." 

The  semblance  of  disagreement  amongst  these  vriten 
as  to  realities,  induces  the  suppoation,  Uukt  the  ex{m- 
sioDS,  "all  other  nations  to  this  day  have  used  the  tvo 
metala  nmultaneously,"  "that  thia  relative  vmhittioa  of 
the  two  metala  secures  their  ctmcurrcat  mrcolatiott  ia 
emns,"  should  likely  be  construed,  in  the  restricted  tern 
ofalegalrig^t,  to  tender  them  indiscriminately  in  par- 
ments. 

The  committee  are'  not  qualified  by  experience  to  pro- 
nonuce  with  decinon  aa  to  the  usages,  or  the  respectivt 
advantages,  of  the  money  ^stems  of  other  nations;  bot, 
upon  a  deliberate  and  omdid  consideration  of  the  variaus 
Ktatementa  submitted,  and  a  careful  exandaatkm  of  maii 
valuable  documents,  particularly  those  liimiahed  by  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  they  are  indiued  aeTiouky  u 
question  the  practicability  of  deviang  say  regulaticHi  of 
the  standard,  which  will  accomplish  uie  de^rwte  objeet 
of  the  bill,  so  that  "every  person  who  haa  ccnns  of  ciibcr 
silver  or  gold  may  easily  exchange  them  for  caii»  of  the 
other  metalf  and  that  the  peufdc  mqr  etgqy  the  advmnlage 
of  uaii^  atber  apecies  of  cuin^accotdiagto  conreineDrr 
I  or  pleasure." 
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The  committee  cannot  doabt  that  the  fbUowinK  facta 
are  mti*&ctori]y  establiBhed  by  the  concurrent  testiniony 

of  the  respectable  evidence  adduced. 

Ist  That  gold  was  the  prjicOcal  standard  of  England 
from  1717  tiil  1797,  in  consequence  of  its  bein^  the  over- 
tsted  or  cheapest  metal,  tiiou^  the  proportions  were 
(Hily  1  {(St  15^3  of  nher,  and  silver  coins  were  a  legal 
tender  by  tale  until  1774,  and  by  weight  subsequently. 

2d.  "That  silver  is  the  practical  standard  (of  the  con- 
tinent) ofEurope,"  "none  (gold)  being  absolutely  neces- 
sary (on  the  continent)  as  the  standard  or  basis  of  the  cir- 
culation, vhich  is  silver,**  although  several  nations  regu- 
late the  measure  of  value  in  botrt  metals,  and  witli  such 
accuracy  that  the  premium  on  gold  "  in  IVance  is  seldom 
above  a  tenth  per  cent,  and  sometimes  runs  up  to  a  quar- 
ter per  cent." 

3a.  That  gold  is  the  money  of  contract  in  "Havana 
and  South  America,"  because  it  is  overrated,  and  "this 
arbitrary  order  drives  of  course  silver  from  the  market." 

The  simple  fact,  that  gold  bears  a  premium  in  France 
and  in  the  United  States,  and  silver  in  Havana  and  in 
ioatii  America^  appears  to  fariush  incontrovertible  evi- 
lence  that  the  metal  thus  undervalued  does  not  circulate 
:oncurrentIy  or  sitnultaneoush^  with  the  oi^rrated  metal, 
f  currencj'  thus  discriminated  produces  in  its  operations 
hat  descnptlon  of  concurrent  circulation  contemplated 
ly  the  passa^  of  this  bill,  the  result  does  not  conlorm  to 
he  proverbial  acuteness  of  monc^  dealers  and  traders, 
'bey  are  not  in  the  habit  of  paying  a  premium,  how- 
ver  nanute,  for  what  can  be  obtainedT  freely  without 
harget  and  that  which  is  **  concomitant  in  agency," 
r  acting  together  "  in  general  circulation,"  must  be  sup- 
osed  to  be  wiUiin  the  reach  of  every  man.  Jud^ng  hy 
ur  own  experience  in  relation  to  this  point,  it  is  mani- 
>st  that  a  premium  on  ^Id  has  banished  it  entirely  from 
ireulation;  that  the  periodical  demand  for  dollars  m  for- 
ler  times,  for  Asia,  had,  during  its  continuance,  the  like 
Tect  upon  nlver;  and  that,  in  1837  and  1828,  apremium 
r  one-half  to  one  per  cent,  on  Spaiush  dollars,  or  those 
'  the  new  American  States,  withheld  them  altogether 
om  public  use,  altiiough  they  constituted  the  great  bulk 
'the  specie  fiind  of  the  United  States. 
The  dtlFerence  in  value,  indicated  by  small  premiums, 
ay  not  prejudice  contracts  of  or^nary  amount;  but  all 
perience  testifies,  that  thecustoimry  currency  <^  a  State 
ly  be  changed,  to  tiie  great  inconvenience  at  tiie  unin- 
med  portion  of  the  community,  by  the  alight  Induce- 
tnt  of  a  small  fraction  of  a  per  cent  profit. 
Sir  Isaac  Newton  relates,  that  louis  d'ors  of  France, 
>rth  but  17*.  OJd.  sterling,  became  current  in  England 
I7t.  6d;  and,  upon  being  forbidden,  at  his  instance,  to 
as  for  more  tiuui  17f.  they  were  immei&tely  brought 

0  the  mint  to  the  amount  of  £1,400,000  sterlingt  at 
>ther  time  moidores  were  current  in  the  "West  of  England 
28*.,  which  were  intrinsically  worth  27f.  7d.,  and  the 
intry  was  full  of  them.    Upon  orders  being  issued  that 

public  receivers  should  take  them  at  37«.  6d.  only, 
y  disappeared  immediately.  A  profit  of  3^  per  cent, 
iiiffht  in  plen^  of  louts  d'ors,  and  the  loss  of  three- 
hths  per  cent  drove  them  out  of  circulationt  1}  per 
tt.  profit  brought  in  the  mndores,  and  three-tenths  per 
it.  low  made  them  <^ppear  entirely.  "  It  was  (then) 
ient  (as  ve  know  now)  that  they  who  traffic  in  coins 

1  trade  for  a  Very  small  profit." 

Eestdes  the  inconvenience  of  frequent  changes  in  an 
rument  so  incessantiy  used  as  money,  fluctuations  will 
aaionalty  occur,  such  as  we  wish  at  present  to  remedy, 
have  a  detrimental  influence  on  contracts!  for  ni- 
ce. It  aale  made  on  credit,  in  1830,  to  the  amount  of 
dollars,  was,  according  to  our  legal  standard,  and  in 
ty,  an  agreement,  by  implication,  that  the  seller  should 
:ive  in  payment  3,7l3i  nuns  of  silver,  ofthe  value  of 
^  grwiM  of  f[oSd.   If  tim  contract  tetndMted  in  1831, 


it  would  have  been  discharged  with  ten  silver  dollars, 
which  could  have  been  purchased  with  238^  grains  of 
gold;  and  if  the  bargain  had  not  expired  until  1823,  the 
payment  might  have  been  effected  with  330  gruns  of  gold, 
nemg  a  reduction  in  the  first  case  of  three  and  five-eighths 
per  cent.,  and  in  the  latter  instance  of  fully  seven  per 
cent.,  from  the  amount  agreed  upon  by  tacit  stipulation; 
and,  consequently,  a  departure  from .  the  spirit  of  the 
agreement,  and  a  violation  of  contract,  though  sanctioned 
by  the  letter  of  the  law.  If  the  standard  should  be  regu- 
lated on  the  basis  proposed  in  this  bill,  333^  grains  of  gold 
will  be  equivalent  to  ten  «lver  dollars.  Suppose  tiiat, 
before  the  termination  of  a  similar  contract,  an  important 
demand  for  silver  for  Ana,  or  elsewhere,  should jmddenly 
arise,  or  that  the  British  Government  dtould  return,  in 
compliance  with  powerful  solicitations,  to  the  standard  of 
value  in  force  previous  to  1819,  which  measure  Ur.  Baring 
thinks  would  reduce  the  value  of  ^ld3}  percent,  will  not 
the  payer  then  discharge  his  debt  in  gold,  and  realize  3j  ner 
cent,  or  whatever  may  be  the  amount  of  profit,  resulting 
from  the  influence  of  unforeseen  contin^ncies  upon  the 
relative  Value  of  these  metals?  Is  it  judicious  or  connstent 
with  a  high  and  just  regard  for  the  equitable  discharge  of 
obligations,  to  expose  pending  contracts  to  the  hazard  of 
prejudicial  vicisntudes,  from  cauKt  beyond  die  national 
control.' 

is  there  any  thing  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events  which 
justifies  a  legal  regulation,  that,  under  every  change,  must 
operate  to  the  prejudice  of  the  seller.^ 

Are  not  buyers  and  sellers,  in  the  ftee  exercise  of  pri- 
vate judgment,  .on  a  perfect  footing  of  equality,  ss  to 
chances  of  benefit  from  a  bargain,  or  as  to  claim  for  legis- 
lative protection?  And  ifsoivm^  should  the  law  t>e  framed 
on  such  a  ptindple  as  to  act  umformly  in  faror  t^the  par- 
chaser? 

What  are  the  compensative  inducements  to  maintun 
regulations  so  obviously  obnoxious  to  animadreraion?  The 
committee  are  obliged  to  acknowledge,  afker  the  most  at- 
tentive and  deliberate  invMtigation,  tlwt,  if  correspondent 
advanta^s  really  appertun  to  this  system,  they  must  con- 
fess their  inability  to  discover  them. 

It  seems  to  be  universally  admitted  that  the  regulation 
of  the  standard  in  one  metal  is  the  nearest  practicable  ap- 
proach to  invariablcness,  and  that  every  attunable  degree 
of  uniformity  is  highly  desirable.  If  tlie  only  ]«»al  tender 
in  payments  were  dollars,  each  Containing  371t  grains  of 
fine  silver,  or  34}  grains  of  fine  gold,  the  measure  would 
be  in  quantitvas  invariable  as  a  loot  of  twelve  inches;  and 
once  established  as  the  national  standard,  no  alteration  or 
interference  on  the  part  of  Congress  would  ever  sAerwaida 
be  required.  Silver  being  to  silver,  and  gold  to  gold, 
identical  and  iavariahle,  either  of  tiiem  may  and  wUl 
change  in  its  relative  value  to  commodities,  as  has  ben 
already  stated,  in  the  event  of  a  material  variation  in  to 
cost  at  the  mines,  or  from  a  great  alteration  in  the  *nre- 
gate  amount  of  exchangeable  mercliandise;  but  such  im- 
portant  changes  are  of  rare  occurrence,  or  of  too  alow  and 
gradual  growth,  to  prejudice  contracts  during  their  usual 
term  of  pendency.  Whatever  might  be  the  lelative  vahia 
of  gold  to  silver,  or  however  frequent  iheSr  fluctuations, 
the  standard  measure  in  one  metal  would  be  unaflTectedt 
371i  grains  of  silver  would  never  cease  to  be  equal  to  the 
like  quantity  of  the  same  metal.  National  produce  would 
be  estimated  and  exchanged  in  conformity  to  this  measure* 
and  contracts  would  be  dischanred  in  accordance  with  tlM 
strict  letter  of  the  law,  and  the  fair  and  equitable  construc- 
tion of  the  agreement. 

llie  pubfic  would  have  the  gratifieatioii  of  uring  tiie  coin 
to  which  custom  and  ccmvenience  will  have  attached  them. 
Foreign  nations  would  not  have  an  opportunity  to  with- 
draw one  description  of  our  currency,  and  to  replace  it 
vritii  thic  other,  to  thdr  pn^t;  nor  would  it  be  ever  neces- 
sary to  enteriun  and  Akoh  this  reiy  intricate  and  eootro- 
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▼erted  subject,  or  to  delibente  on  the  passage  of  a  biil 
which  contemplated  an  important  and  serious  change  in 
the  money  unit,  upon  the  invariablenessof  which  the  steady 
value  of  property  essentially  depends.  The  alteration  in 
the  quantity  of  gold,  representing  ten  dollars,  from  247i 
gruns  to  233^  gruns,  is  an  actual  reduction  of  six  per 
ceat.  from  the  previously  existing  and  long  prevailing 
measure  of  contracts.  Surely  a  change  of  such  unportant 
character  should  not  be  made,  unless  deeply  interesting 
to  the  public  welfare;  for,  as  General  Hamilton  has  wisely 
and  appositely  remarked,  "  the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver 
in  the  national  coins,  corresponding  with  a  given  sum,  can- 
not be  tn^e  less  than  heretofore,  without  disturbing  the 
balance  of  intriniuc  nlue,  and  making  crery  acre  of  Iand» 
as  well  as  every  bushel  of  wheat,  of  less  actual  worth  than 
in  time  past." 

As  it  may,  however,  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature 
to  attempt  an  efTectual  adjustment  of  the  relative  value  of 
gold,  some  inquiry  into  the  causes  produdnf^  this  necesMty 
may  be  appropriate. 

Lord  Liverpool,  Mr.  Baring,  and  Mr.  Ricardo,  state, 
Qkc  practical  currency  of  England,  from  1717  till  1797, 
was  goltl*  in  consequence  of  its  being  the  overvalued  me- 
tel  reiatiTeIy>  and  tbe  cheapest  payment,  although,  during 
that  period,  tbe  establiahcd  standwl  was  but  15.3  of  silver 
for  1  of  gold. 

The  legal  value  of  the  ^inea  was  fixed,  in  1717,  by 
the  recommendation  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  the  master 
of  the  mint,  at  2U.  sterling  each,  which  price  he  estl- 
mated  to  be  W.  or  one  and  nvfr«igfatlu  per  cent,  higher 
than  its  avera^  value  in  commerce. 

liie  quotation  of  prices  of  bullion  In  tbe  London  mar 
ket,  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  since  1760, 
corroborates  the  opinion,  that  gold  was  overrated  in  the 
mint  regulations;  tue  prices  of  gold  and  silver  during  ten 
years  of  profound  peace,  from  1783  until  1793,  are  upon 
an  average  in  the  relative  proportions  of  1  of  gold  for 
14.76  of  inlver,  indicating  a  prenuum  of  about  tuee  per 
cent,  on  silver;  and  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  Quit,  in  the  yrar 
178J  alone,  did  the  market  price  of  gtild  conform  to  the 
legal  standard. 

It  does  not  appear  that  there  was  any  export  of  gold 
from  the  United  States,  of  consequence,  from  1792  till 
1831 — a  period  of  nich  extraordinary  commercial  vicisu- 
tudes,  that  exchange  must  have  occasionally  been  unfavor- 
able. The  relative  legal  value  during  that  time  was  only 
IS  of  nlver  for  1  of  gold;  and  silver  having  been  frequent* 
ly  at  a  premium  of  one  to  three  per  cent.,  gold  could  of 
course  nave  been  obtained  without  difficulty.  Such  re- 
spectable opinions  and  confirmatory,  circumstances,  con- 
nected with  the  fact  that  England  has  long  been  tiie  great 
market  for  gold*  seem  to  authorize  tbe  iiuerence  that  Ge- 
nsral  Handiton  did  not  undervalue  gold  in  1793. 

The  coinage  of  France  in  1785-'6,  having  been  regulated 
at  1  of  gold  tor  15}  of  nlver,  exhibits  a  material  difierence 
in  the  estimate  of  value  in  that  country.  It  may,  liowever, 
be  observed,  that  some  period  of  tranquilli^,  and  of  pub- 
Sc  confidence,  as  well  as  an  adverse  balance  of  payments 
with  other  nations, »  necessary  to  test  the  accuracy  of  such 
reguhtioni.  Internal  dissatis&ction,  loss  of  public  credit, 
TCTolutionary  movements,  fiulure  in  paper  currency,  do- 
mestic or  foreign  wars,  inftuenc*  materially  the  relative 
value  of  gold  to  nlver,  in  consideration  of  the  compara- 
tive portableness  of  gold,  for  concealment,  or  for  tacili- 
tating  miUtary  operations;  one  or  other  of  these  extrinsic 
causes  influenced,  in  some  degree,  the  pecuniary  regula- 
tions of  France,  from  1785-'6  tiil  1816.  'llie  &ct  that  gold, 
in  France,  Hi  not  command  a  prenuum  of  more  than  one- 
half  pCT  cent,  "during  Ae  four  years  which  immediately 
fbllowed  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  in  England," 
cannot,  it  is  conceived,  be  considerea  "a  conclusive  proof 
that  it  could  not  at.  most  have  enhanced  the  price  of  gold 
more  than  three-tenths  per  cent.,  imce,  in  that  ctac,  the 


advance  would  also  have  taken  place  in  France,  whence, 
in  fact,  a  cooHdcrable  portion  of  that  demand  was  sup- 
plied." The  proof  is  admitted  to  be  conclunve  a«  to  the 
actual  value  of^ gold  in  France;  but  H  must  be  recollected, 
that  if  the  balance  of  payments  between  Kngland  and 
France  was  about  equal,  and  there  cannot  be  much  pre- 
ponderance where  the  currenqr »  metalUc,  the  dwrges  «f 
transportation  must  in  such  else  be  added,  in  order  to  as- 
certain the  English  value.  Suppose  that  the  proportion* 
in  French  coin  are  equal  to  1  for  15.7  of  silver,  lif  a  pre- 
mium of  three-tenths  per  cent.,  probable  deficiency  in  tbe 
weight  of  circulating  coin  one>nalf  per  cent.,  and  insur- 
ance, freight,  St,c.  one-half  per  cent.,  be  added,  it  would 

flace  gold  in  Engbuid  at  the  lug^  rdative  rate  of  1  for 
5.9  of  nlver,  equivalent  to  a  prenuum  <rf'  six  per  cent, 
upon  our  mint  price.  That  the  demand  for  gold  was  sea- 
sibly  experienced  in  France  at  that  period,  nuy  be  infer- 
red from  a  statement  of  the  gold  coined  at  the  mints  of 
France,  according  to  Ur.  Tooke:  In  1818,  tbe  amount  was 
136  millions  of  francs;  in  1819,  53  millions;  in  1820,  3& 
millions ;  and  in  1821,  when  the  British  demand  waa  active, 
the  coinage  of  gold  in  France  nearly  ceased,  being  only 
four  hundred  thousand  francs  in  that  year. 

If  the  statement  of  tlie  relative  amountaof  supply  of  the 
precious  metals  is  entitled  to  any  confidence,  the  ittcnasc 
in  the  production  of  gold  since  the  commencement  of  re- 
volutionary movements  in  Spanish  America,  in  1810,  most 
have  fully  compensated  the  reduction  in  the  demand  fat 
ulver  in  Asia. 

If  the  value  of  gpU  had  risen  ftttm  aBinercaMofantal 
the  mines,  wl^ch  it  u  reasonable  to  conclude  conatitiAcs 
its  real  value,  that  increase  oi  value  would  doubtleaa  htTC 
been  distinctly  exlubited  in  En^and  antet^cdent  to  1797; 
and  since,  in  general  commerce,  whether  tlngland  bad 
returned  to  specie  payments  or  not,  there  were  ceTfajalj 
no  indications  that  gold  was  rated  too  low  in  our  standaid 
of  1  to  15  earKo:  than  1831,  when  tbe  EngGdi  devand 
commenced.  Hie  fiu;t  of  ctmconutance  in  events  is  mt 
relied  upon  as  a  proof  of  effective  a^ncy;  but  n  gnat  de- 
mand for  gold  and  an  increased  rdative  value  for  gold  be- 
ing coeval  circumstances,  and  in  accordance  with  the  uat- 
vcrsally  admitted  principle  that  a  new  or  sudden  increaie 
of  demand  will  ennance  prices,  it  appears  to  be  a  lutunl 
and  rational  inference,  that  tbe  British  demsuid  for  gcid 
was  the  cause  of  increasing  its  value  in  re^»ect  to  nher. 

Mr.  Baring  tliinks  there  ia  no  doubt  ibaX  when  tb 
country  (England)  returned  to  payments  in  specie,  mp- 
poung  we  wanted  fifteen  to  twenty  millions  of  pounn 
of  gold,  for  instance,  and  that  to  that  extent  there  m  t 
demand  on  the  rest  of  the  world  for  gold,,  gold  gut  a& 
increased  value  from  tiiat  circumstance." 

Hr.  Tooke  admits,  tha^  at  first,  he  coincided  in  this 
opinion,  but,  subsequently,  he  was  inclined  to  qaeatiui  tUs 
**  presumption,  (which,  in  my  opinion,  has  been  much  too 
generally  and  lustily  admitted,'*)  chiefly  on  the  grannd 
that  the  supply  of  silver  has  actually  increased;  a  condn- 
sion  which  is  not  sanctioned  by  any  authentic  ivcord  vitb> 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  committee,  and  at  variance  with 
the  effects  usually  produced  by  revidutions  and  aanguinaiy 
civU  wars,  in  any  countr),  upon  the  amount  of  it>  st^ik 
commodity  for  exportation. 

The  annual  product  of  gold  for  coinage,  and  for  maau. 
&ctures,  is  not  estimated  to  exceed  two  mUlionsof  poiosis 
sterling.  Whetlier  En^and  reqiured  Cram  foreign  natioes 
twentyi  fifteen,  or  even  ten  milliona  of  pounds,  the  magni- 
tude of  either  amount  could  acarcdy  fiul  to  have  an  he- 
portant  influence  on  the  relative  value  of  the  precious  me- 
tals. If  the  aggregate  quaoti^  of  gold  and  suver,  used  » 
money,  was  unchangeable,  the  suspension  or  resamptiaa 
of  specie  payments,  by  any  great  nation,  would  influence 
the  money  prices  exchinvely,  and  but  tUghtly  or  tempo- 
rarily disturb  the  relative  vMue  of  tbe  metals;  but  when  it 
is  well  known  that  the  precious  metab  arc  purchased 
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vast  qusntiticit  fop  other  purposes  than  money,  it  •eenia 
reasonable  to  conclude  that  a  iiudden  demand  for  ^Id,  as 
iDoney,  equivalent  to  five,  eisAt,  er  ten  years  of  the  entire 
produce  of  the  gold  nunea  Mthe  world,  must  neceasarily, 
in  competition  with  the  manofiicturini!:  demand,  enhance 
Its  value  in  reference  to  ahrer.  If  it  could  be  clearly  de- 
monstrated  (which  may  be  questitmed)  that  the  rise  in 
gold,  in  1821,  has  been  fully  muntainnl  wncc,  the  com- 
mittee are  not  prepared  to  admit  that  this  circumsUnce 
would  controvert  their  position,  because  the  vacuum  cre- 
ated by  Mch  an  immense  dnt^t  on  oUier  nations  cannot 
be  speedily  fifled.  The  bullion  market  of  Enrhnd  has 
been  more  fluctuating  than  might  be  expected,  if  the  rise 
was  tlie  result  of  increased  cost  in  the  production  of  gold. 
The  quotations  adverted  to  furnish  the  following  result: 

1822,  CAvetage  rektive  value  1  of  gold,  for 
1823, S 

1824,  T 

1825,  \  Aven^  relative  Talue  1  of  gold,  for 
1826, 3 
1897  t 

1828, '  5  ^""^^  relative  value  1  of  goM,  for 

1829,  Average  relative  value  1  of  gold,  for 

1830,  Average  relative  value  1  of  gold,  for 
But,  adnutting  the  uncertainty  of  estimates  or  predic- 
tions as  to  the  present  or  future  amount  of  supply  of  the 
precious  metals  respectively,  it  may  nevertheless  not  be 
irrelevant  to  remark,  that,  as  the  explotmtion  of  new 
mines  of  great  promise  speedily  become  matteis  of  no- 
toriety, and  as  uniTersal  experience  has  established  the 
fact  that  mines  long-  and  deeply  worked  become  less  pro- 
ducUve,  it  may  be  fairly  concluded  that  the  amount  of 
Sliver  annualh^  fiimished  is  not  upon  the  increase;  whilst, 
on  the  oUier  hand,  we  have  positive  evidence  of  a  rapid 
inereue  (as  yet,  to  be  sure,  not  comparatively  on  a  great 
scale)  in  our  own  country,  in  the  production  of  gold  (rum 
nunes  represented  to  be  of  great  territorial  extent,  and 
of  encour^ng  ajul  fhiitfiil  appearance. 

After  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  circumstances 
connected  with  tiie  rise  of  gold,  the  posmble  contingen- 
cies, and  the  pros^cts  as  to  amount  of  supply,  the  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  duit  tti  present  relative  valuation  in 
commerce  ianot  likely  to  be  mamtainedt  and  they,  there- 
fore, cannot  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  value  pro- 
posed, that  of  I  for  15.9  of  silver. 

If  they  were  well  persuaded  that  the  rise  will  be  per- 
manent, it  would  not  change  their  sentiments  in  regard 
to  the  inexpediency  of  attaching  a  price  to  gold  higher 
than  Its  avcnige  rate  in  the  commercial  world.  When 
coins  circulated  freely  in  the  United  States,  «lver  com. 
posed  the  chief  part  of  the  currencv;  it  has  at  times 
formed  a  laige  portion  of  our  specie  fond;  our  money 
umt  was  founded  upon  the  computed  value  of  a  Spani^ 
silver  dollar.  It  has  ever  been  the  actual  or  implied  mea- 
sure of  contracts.  Silver  is  the  money  to  which  we  have 
been  accuitomed;  and  it  is,  also,  ^neralty  speaking,  the 
money  of  commerce.  Public  and  mercantile  convemencc 
uniting  in  fiivor  of  rilver  as  ct&n,  H  would  appear  to  be 
highly  injudicious  to  hazard  the  losa  of  our  alver,  by 
elevating  the  value  of  gold  even  to  its  averare  rate  in 
commerce . 

The  comnuttee  are  finally  of  opinion  that  the  rate  pro- 
posed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  I  of  goldfor 
15.625  of  Mlver,  is  the  utmost  limit  to  wluch  the  value 
i»n  be  raised,  with  a  due  regard  to  a  paramount  interests 
iie  preservation  at  onr  rilver  as  the  bans  of  circulation. 

The  committee  have  not  overlooked  the  feir  claims  of 
)ur  own  gold  miners;  and  the^  will  now  proceed  to  show 
that  the  decision  against  a  high  estimate  is  in  no  degree 
njurious  to  their  interest. 

Mr.  Crawford,  in  his  much  esteemed  report  on  Curren- 
ry,  makes  the  fbllo^ng  seunble  and  important  observa- 


tion: "If  paper  can  be  made  to  circulate,  independent 
of  its  employment  in  the  transnuasion  of  funds,  gold  and 
ulver  to  the  same  extent  will  be  exported.  If  paper 
will  be'  received  and  employed  generally  as  the  medium 
of  exchange,  and  especially  if  it  is  issuul  in  bills  of  small 
denominations,  the  amount  of  specie  whidi  wul  be  ex- 
ported will  be  great  in  proportion  to  the  paper  in  circa- 
lation.  If  tiiis  position  be  correct,  the. power  of  Cougreas 
will  be  insulficient  to  retain  any  conuderable  pcfftioh 
gold  or  silver  in  the  United  States." 

These  opinions  are  so  deci»ve  as  to  the  tnutiliQ'  of  le- 
gislative regulatifHis,  with  the  view  of  placing  and  main- 
taining gold  and  silver  exm  in  general  dtcuution,  tluiC 
the  committee  will  try  thw  accuracjr  by  the  convictive 
if  not  infidlible  test  of  our  own  experience. 

It  may  be  affirmed  that  our  currency,  at  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  was  almost  entirely  composed  oi  gold 
and  silver  moneyt  the  Bank  of  North  America  was  in 
operation,  .but  its  notes  had  not  likely  much  circulation. 
In  1791,  the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  instituted; 
but  it  is  presumed  that  its  issues  were  neither  very  great, 
nor  perhaps  intended  to  be  of  that  denomination  which 
passes  easily  into  wide  circulation,  as  General  Hamihoii, 
who  projected  that  institution,  was  of  opinion  that  <'  bank 
circulation  is  desirable  rather  as  an  auuliary  to,  than  as  a 
substitute  for,  that  of  the  precious  metals."  It  is  be- 
lieved, that,  so  lately  as  the  year  1800,  coin  constituted 
the  bulk  of  the  circulation,  and  was  the  chief  instrument 
used  for  effecting  exchanges  of  small  amount  Bank 
notes  were  rarely  seen  south  of  the  Potomac,  or  west  of 
the  mountainst  and  having  had  probably  a  restricted  cir- 
culation in  the  interior  of  any  State,  it  is  not  unUkely  but 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States,  until  that  period, 
(banks  being  too  few  and  distant  to  be  used  as  general 
depositories,)  did  enjoy  the  advantage  of  "  uung  either 
species  of  coins,  according  to  conveiuence  or  pleasure.** 

Subsequently,  banks  bicreasedin  rapid  successioni  pub- 
lic confidence  and  convenience  faciutated  the  issue  of 
their  notes;  and  bank  hills  very  soon  ejected  gold  and 
silver  coins  feom  every  cluuinel  of  circulation  which  the  de- 
nomination of  the  notes  were  adaptedtofill.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  extenwve  substitution  of  paper  in  place  of  coin, 
g«d  and  silver  circulated  partially  until  uie  war.  It  is 
not  known  correctly  when  tlie  enussion  of  notes  under 
five  dollars  commenced;  but  presuming  tfiat  few  of  that 
denomination  were  issued  before  the  war,  it  is  evident 
that  a  considerable  amount  of  gold  and  silver  was  neces- 
sary to  the  public  convenience,  and,  being  necessary,  it 
was  no  doubt  possessed.  The  notes  of  local  banks  ge- 
nerally do  not  circulate  freely  beyond  the  limits  of  their 
State;  and  the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States  having 
issued  no  bills  of  a  lower  denommation  than  ten  dollars, 
traveling  expenses,  and  ottierobjectsof  tUstantdisburse- 
ment,  created  a  connderable  demand  for  gold  or  niver, 
whilst  the  vast  vairety  of  minor  expenditures  under  five 
dollars  must  have  retained  in  circuMton  a  large  amount 
of  Spanish  or  American  dollars. 

It  ts  a  reasonable  and  moderate  estimate  to  suppose ' 
that  a  population  of  seven  and  a  half  milltoiu,  in  1611, 
reauired,  for  the  purposes  recited,  ntA  less  than  seven  or 
cignt  nullions  of  gold  and  silver  coin,  independent  of  the 
integral  parts  of  a  dollar,  wanted  as  change.  Silver  dol- 
lars were  of  necesst^  in  circulation,  as  there  was  no  sub- 
stitute, and  ^Id  wns  probably  more  abundant  than  was 
indianensable  to  public  convenience;  being  the  overrated 
metal,  it  was  no  doubt  pud  out  by  the  banks,  in  order  to 
check  the  exportation  of  «lver,  or  to  rcahzc  a  profit  on 
its  sale.  The  disatdution  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
occasioned  a  great  increase  of  local  instttutionst  war  soon 
succeeded,  specie  payments  were  suspended,  and  the 
whole  country  vraa  inundated  with  notes  from  one-six- 
teenth part  of  a  dollar  upwards,  to  the  entire  exclusion 
of  the  prec'ous  metals. 
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After  the  banks  resumed  ^ecie  piymente,  «lver  con- 
tinued tx)  be  occasionally  in  demand  for  exportation,  at  a 
premium.  Gold  being  conseifuentl^the  cheapest  metal, 
composed  a  considenble  portion  of  the  specie  ftind;  and 
it  was  tendered  and  pud  out  by  the  bann  in  preference 
to  ttlver,  until  the  year  1821,  when  the  English  demand 
commenced.  Since  that  time,  gold  has  disappeared  en- 
tarely  from  circulation,  and  also  from  the  vaults  of  the 
banks.  The  resumption  of  cash  paj^tents  did  not  restore 
our  circulation  to  toe  footing  of  1811.  I^ve  dollar  notes 
have  been  constantly  issuetf  by  the  present  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  notes  of  one,  two,  and  three  dollars, 
«rculate  in  a  great  majority  of  the  States,  to  the  exclu- 
Mim  of  ulver*  except  as  change. 

This  brief  statement  exhibits  the  progresuve  alterations 
in  our  currency,  from  coin  to  bank  notes,  issuing,  finally, 
in  a  paper  circulation,  (redeemable  on  demand  with  spe- 
cie,) and  no  coin  above  the  fractional  parts  of  a  dollar^ 
a  result  which  illustrates  and  verifies  the  assertion  of  Mr. 
Crawford,  that,  "  if  pwer  wilj  be  rec«red  and  etn|)Iojr- 
ed  generalljr  as  the  meoium  of  exchangee,  and  esneeiaUy 
if  it  is  used  in  bills  of  small  denomination,"  it  vili  be  im- 
practicable "to  retain  uiy  conmdcrable  portion  of  .gold 
or  nlver  in  the  United  States."  The  current  of  bunness 
which  inevitably  produces  this  effect,  is  well  understood, 
or  eanly  explained.  The  advantages  eiuoyed  by  a  bank 
over  an  individual  mone^  lender,  arises  from  such  gene- 
ral confidence  in  its  solidily  as  induces  the  dcposite,  for 
aafe  keeping,  of  the  surplus  funds  of  the  community,  and 
the  reception  of  its  notes  as  money.  These  are  the 
sources  of  profit  beyond  the  use  of  its  capital,  and  of 
these  the  chief  is  usually  its  issues.  Banks  not  only  bold 
the  surplus  funds  of  the  society,  and  fiimisb  the  circulat- 
ing medium,  but  eveiy  payment  and  receipt  of  magnitude 
is  made  through  their  agency.  The  entire  currency  of 
the  United  Slates  it  thus  constantly  flowing  intothe  banks, ' 
and  out  again  into  general  circulation. 

If  the  profit  of  tliese  institutions  depends  materially 
upon  the  emission  of  their  paper,  is  it  likely,  is  it  rea^ 
sonable,  to  expect  that  they  will  ever  voluntarily  make 
payments  in  coin?  if  money  is  not  much  wanted,  the 
issue  of  notes  strengthens  their  vaults,  and  places  them 
in  an  attitude  to  meet  \rith  fiicility  the  first  improrement 
in  business.  If  money  is  in  f)dr  demand,  will  not  the,de- 
lure  to  realize  large  profits  keep  their  specie  as  low  as 
prudence  will  authorize,  and  cMise  them  to  regard  with 
solicitude  its  emission  ?  Is  it  not  obvious  that  meir  inte- 
rest presents,  constantly,  a  strong  inducement  to  avoid 
the  disbursement  of  specie?  Hare  we  not  all  experienc- 
ed, or  heard  of  the  reluctance  with  which  banks  part 
with  coin  ?  And  is  it  not  well  known,  that  when  monev 
is  tn  demand,  instead  of  meeting  a  call  for  specie  witn 
fdieerfulness  and  accommodation,  the  general  desire  and 
practice  is  to  tender  that  description  of  ccnn  which  the 
applicant  does  not  want'  If  gold  is  demanded,  wiU  not 
silver  be  tendered,  and  the  reverse  ? 

This  course  of  business  tain  accordance  with  the  na- 
ture of  the  vocation;  and  it  is  not  mentioned  with  the 
di^test  dispomtion  to  imply  censure  or  disapprobation, 
but  to  show,  in  the  practical  operation  of  our.  money  ty^ 
tcm,  the  inefficacy  of  any  measure  to  increase  the  circu- 
lation of  gold  or  of  silver,  whilst  bank  notes  retain  the 
public  confidence,  and  are  issued  of  small  denominations. 

The  legal  authority  to  regulate  the  currency  of  the 
United  States  was  one  of  the  powers  granted  toCongrcss 
b^'  the  ctnutitutinii  but  ita  prtctical  efficiency  is  ezer- 
cised  exdu^vely  by  the  banks.  The  money  used  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States  for  ever^  object  of  inter- 
nal trade,  is  bank  bills.  The  specie  basis,  which  sustains 
the  circulation,  is  regulatedinits  amount  accordingto  the 
pleasure  or  cfiscretion  of  the  issuers  of  the  paper.  The 
notes  are  redeemable  on  demand  in  coin;  but  that  lia- 
bility, hoveverbeneficial  as  a  security,  has  no  effect  upon. 


the  compontion  of  the  circulating  medium.  Any  snm 
demanded  will  be  promptly  obtained,  for  concealntent, 
or  manufacture,  or  m  expiwtailMmi  but  whatever  may  be 
the  amount  of  specie  iritndrawn  fion  the  banV  far  other 
purposes,  the  arcuhtmn  of  coin  is  but  momentarily  in- 
creased, as  the  strong  eottent  of  payments  spec>di1r  car- 
ries it  back  to  the  banks,  whose  mterest  it  i>  to  reuwe  a 
less  costly  substitute. 

The  committee  have  thus  minutely  examined  the  coone 
of  bankingoperation^  in  order  to  snow,  as  they  conceive, 
that  if  **bank  notes  are  pressed  into  every  channel  of 
circulation,"  so  ** diffused  throu^  our  extensive  coun- 
try, and  so  much  is  silver  banished  from  chealation,  that 
the  option  to  demand  silver  is  not  inthin  the  reach  ^die 
great  body  of  the  people}"  yet  it  does  not  appear  how 
U)is  difficulty  would  be  removed  by  the  coinage  of  g<AA- 
Coiwress  can  establish  such  a  relative  value  for  gold,  as 
would  soon  convert  all  the  mlver  in  the  vaults  of  the  banks 
into  that  metal;  but  it  is  apprehended  that  •*  the  power 
of  CongresawUl  be  insuftewnt"  to  fioroe^iild  into  circu- 
lation, while  five  and  ten  dollar  notes  are  vmaxA.  and  sus- 
tained in  orculation  by  public  confidence. 

Cordialh-  cimcurring  in  the  justire  and  proprie^  of 
the  remark,  that  **  a  bad  state  of  the  cmns  b  a  great  evil; 
but  when  such  a  state  of  the  c<Hns  is  continued  for  ^e 
purpose  of  promoting  the  use  of  p^er  money,  die  end 
IS  pemieioua,  and  the  means  are  an  abuse  of  power,"  the 
committee  neverdieless  cannot  percave  wbeKiu  die  le- 
gislative authori^  can  be  ezercaaed,  under  ess&v  cir^ 
cumstances,  so  as  to  imimm  €U  ti/uer  the  domestic  eirai- 
lation. 

Leaving  out  of  view  the  past  year,  during  which  the 
balance  of  payments  with  other  nraons  has  been  unusaaDy 
in  our  &vor,  it  is  questicmable  if  the  total  amount  of  ne'- 
cie,  generally,  in  uie  Uiuted  States,  has  much  exceeded 
the  amount  possessed  nearly  thirty  yean  agvs  ahhoo^ 
population  lus  more  tiian  doubled,  and  wealth  has 
creased  in  a  much  greater  ratio.  The  amount  of  lilTcr 
in  circulation,  of  which  a  half  dollar  is  the  highest  de- 
nomination, is  estimated  at  five  to  eight  milfions:  tbe 
former  is  likely  the  most  accurate  conjecture,  as  a  lai^e 
majority  of  the  States,  induing  those  which  luHre  nade 
the  greatest  progreia  in  ccnunerce  and  manufrdnres, 
use  notes  of  one,  two,  and  three  dollars.  Accog^iy  to 
a  statement  entitled  to  respect,  the  circulation  of  the 
State  banks  on  the  1st  January,  1830,  deducting  the  note& 
of  other  banks  on  hand,  was  about  thirty-nx  milfiiHis  of 
dollars;  of  which  the  notes  under  five  doUaia  amounted 
to  something  less  than  five  millions,  the  specie  about  tbr- 
teen  mmions,  the  nett  issues  of  the  Bank  oif  the  United 
States  were  about  thirteen  millions,  its  spede  seven  bQ- 
lions — total  circulation  nearly  fifty  millions  of  dollars  of 
notes,  and  five  millions  of  alver,  with  a  reserved  fbnd  of 
twenty  millions  of  dollars,  held  by  tiie  banks. 

As  these  issues  are  sustained  in  circulation  by  pabBc 
opinion,  the  communis  must  be  satisfied  with  their  safe- 
ty and  convenience,  or  the  power  which  sustains  would 
prtHnptly  be  wiUidrawn.  We  have  commerce  and  weahh 
enough  to  bring  and  buy  the  precious  metals,  as  well  as 
many  other  luxuries  that  we  purchase;  uid  we  there- 
fore be  considered  as  exemplifying  in  part  the  general 
opinion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  in  regard  to  paper  cumnev 
and  the  precious  metals,  who  states  in  his  report  oa 
coins,  that  "  wherever  tnde  has  existed  wiUiout  the  pa- 
per, spede  has  been  abundant,  and  scarce  always  wbne 
the  paper  has  ^existed,  «ther  with  fir  wiHioat  tte  tmde: 
we  must  conclude,  that  when  precious  netab  become 
scarce,  while  the  price  of  f^ffe^  and  domestic  prodoc- 
tions  continues  h^i,  their  scarcity  results  not  from  the 
country  beii^  unable  to  procure  or  retain  them,  but  frcn 
its  choowi^  to  employ  a  substitute  for  their  use." 

It  has,  however,  been  suggested  by  ahigbly  respects^ 
authositf,  ftequentiy  adrcited  to,  ttiat  **Congrem  mcr. 
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if  it  deems  proper,  lay  a  stamp  duty  on  smnll  notes, 
which  will  put  an  end  to  their  circulation;"  and  it  has  also 
been  proposed,  "in  order  to  brings  gold  more  generally 
into  circiuation,  that  all  notes  under  the  denomination  of 
ten  dollars  mig4it  be  suppressed."  '*  The  reduction  in  the 
Mnount  of  the  paper  currency,  arinng  from  a  suppres- 
sion of  the  bdibII  notes,  may  be  estimsied  at  ux  or  seven, 
and  that  produced  by  the  suppresaon  of  the  five  dollar 
notes  at  about  eight  nuUlons.  Both  t<^tber  would  pro- 
bably lessen  the  paper  currency  by  one-fourth,  and  sub- 
stitute nlver  and  gold  coins  in  lieu  thereof." 

I'he  partial  introduction  of  gold  and  nlver  coins  into 
general  circulation  would,  no  &ubt,  render  our  current 
medium  a  more  certain  and  stable  measure  of  exchaiwe, 
and  contribute  to  the  gratification  of  those  who  prefer 
coins  to  paper.  The  committee  are  not  insenmble  of  the 
advantages  thus  proposed)  and  if  circumstances  autho- 
rized my  eflTectual  change,  they  would  readily  concur  in 
such  measures  of  melioration  as  expediency  might  sug- 

S%X.  They  are  of  opinion  that  the  wages  of  labor,  and 
c  produce  which  small  &nnaerB  pass  immediately  to  the 
consumers,  mi^t,  with  advanta^  and  propriety,  be  paid 
in  coin,  on  the  ground  that  this  mdustrious  and  tUserving 
class,  who  derive  no  benefit  from  the  credit  system,  should 
not  encounter  any  risk  in  the  medium  of  payment. 

An  alteration  of  this  nature  would  open  an  extensive 
home  market  to  our  miners,  as  gold  might  then  be  coined 
at  such  a  regulation  of  value  as  would  secure  its  perma- 
nency in  circulation;  and  if  it  were  limited  to  effect  the 
small  payments  noted,  it  would  not  expose  our  silver  to 
hazard,  norwtmldsucha  measure  as  is  apprehended  nyse 
prices  injuriously,  it  having  been  ascertained  by  long  ex- 
perience in  England,  that  "this  rise  is  influenced  by^  a 
defect  in  that  sort  of  coin  only  which  is  the  principal 
measure  of  property,  and  in  which  our  balances  to  foreign 
countries  are  re^'lated  and  paid;"  for,  as  Mr.  Ricaitio 
remarks,  "  the  silver  currency  was,  during  a  great  part 
of  this  period,  (a  long  period  previous  to  1797,)  very 
much  debased*  but  it  existed  in  a  degree  of  acsfcity,  and 
therefore,  on  the  principle  which  I  have  before  explain- 
ed, it  never  sunk  in  its  current  value. " 

But  there  will  be  time  enough  to  ascertun  distinctly 
the  public  opinion  in  regard  to  alterations  of  important 
chancter,  befbre  it  will  be  tn  die  power  of  Congress  to 
interfere  with  efficiency. 

Independent  of  otiber  eusting  difficulties,  the  commit- 
tee entertain  the  decided  conviction  that  the  public  faith 
solemnly  guaranties  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  the  privilege  to  issue  notes  of  five  dollars. 

The  numerous  reports  and  official  statements  which 
have  been  made  to  Congress  upon  coins  and  currency, 
abundantly  testify  that  some  diuatisfaction  has  long  sub- 
risted  in  regard  to  oar  circulating  medium. 

Tile  committee,  there  fbre,  were  of  opinion,  that,  how- 
s^-er  tedious  a  minute  disquintion  upon  a  subject  such 
ntricacy  nu^ht  appear,  it  was  thdr  duty  to  elRcct  a  com- 
alete  investigation. 

Notwithstanding  the  notoriety  of  great  discordancy  of 
.■lews  prepared  the  committee  to  encounter  the  difficulty 
if  making  an  election  amongst  authorities  of  equal  emi- 
lence  and  capacity,  yet  it  has  been  the  cause  of  much 
-egret  that  their  eonduaions  hare  f^ntames  differed 
rom  the  sentiments  tilose  for  whose  judgment  they 
nlertain  high  respect 

The  committee  have  carefiilly  collated  the  diverse 
■pinions  *of  many  writers  of  great  distinction  and  cele- 
irity,  upon  this  complicate  and  controvertible  aubiecti 
nd  having  engaged  in  its  exatmnation  with  unprejudiced 
ninda,  and  an  eamest  desire  to  arrive  at  just  views  of 
^cnerid  prinaples,  and  of  th«r  beneficial  adaptation  to 
he  peculiar  cuvumstances  of  the  United  fitate^  they.wiU 
lOw  conclude  their  report  with  a  recapitulation  of  their 
eliberations  and  inveatigationt. 


1st.  That  the  opentionaof  commerce  will  assuredly 
dispense  to  every  country  its  equitable  and  useful  pro- 
portion of  the  gold  and  ulver  in  currency,  if  it  is  not  re- 
pulsed by  paper,  or  subjected  to  legal  resbictions. 

2d.  That  it  cannot  be  of  easentnl  importance  to  any 
Stale,  whether  its  proportion  of  the  money  of  commerce 
thus  distributed  consists  of  gtdd,  or  of  nlver,  or  of  both 
metals,  it  being  the  instrument  of  exchange,  but  not  the 
commodity  really  wanted. 

3d.  That  there  are  inherent  and  incurable  defects  in 
the  system,  which  re^fulates  the  standard  of  value  in  both 
gtdd  And  silver:  its  instability  as  a  measure  of  contracts, 
and  mutability  as  tlie  practical  currency  of  a  particular 
nation,  are  serious  imperfectionai  whilst  the  impombility 
of  maintaininji^bQth  metals  in  concurrent,  rimultaneous,  or 
promiscuous  circulation,  appears  to  be  clearly  ascertained. 

4th.  That  the  standard  being  fixed  in  one  metal,  is  the 
nearest  approach  to  invariableness,  and  precludes  the  ne- 
cessity of  further  lenslative  interference. 

5th.  That  gold  and  silver  will  not  circulate  pronuscu- 
oualy  and  concurrently  for  nmilar  purpows  of  disburse- 
ment, nor  can  coins  of  either  metal  he  sustained  in  circu- 
lation with  bank  notes,  possessing  public  confidence,  of 
the  like  denominations. 

6th.  lliat  if  the  national  interest  or  convenience  should 
require  the  permanent  use  of  gold  eagles  and  their  parts, 
and  also  of  silver  dollars,  the  issue  of  bank  bills  of  one, 
two*  three,  five,  and  ten  dollars,  must  be  prohibited. 

7th.  That  if  it  shpuld  hereafter  be  deemed  advisable  to 
maintain  both  gold  and  silver  ooins  in  steady  circulation, 
and  to  preserve  ulver  as  the  measure  of  commerce  and  of 
contracts,  gold  must  be  restricted  to  small  payments. 

8th.  That  if  it  is  the  intention  to  preserve  silver  as  the 

Rrincipal  measure  of  exchange,  permanently  and  secure- 
it  will  be  necessary  to  estimate  the  relative  value  of 
p>ld  under  its  present  average,  or  probid)le  future  value 
in  general  commerce. 

Influenced  by  these  considerations,  the  committee  re- 
commend that  the  standard  value  of  gold  be  regulated 
according  to  the  ratio  of  1  of  gold  for  15  625-1000  of 
silver;  and  that  the  portion  of  alloy  hereafler  used  in 
coinage  be  established  at  one-tenth,  and  therefore  sub- 
mit the  following  amendments  to  tlie  bill  from  the  Senate. 

Graini.  Graim. 
flfie  itandnrd  ||ald. 

The  gold  eagle  to  contain  237.6  ~  364 

half  eagle         -         118.8  -  133 

quarter  eagle     -  59.4  —  66 


INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE  DANISH  WEST  INDIES. 

Message  from  the  Prendent  of  tiie  United  States,  trans- 
mitting copies  of  a  correspondence  between  the  Secre- 
tary 01  State  and  the  minister  of  Denmark,  in  relation 
to  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  said  States 
and  the  Danish  West  India  islands,  &c. 
7b  Ihe  HfMae  of  Bejtreaenialivta  of  ihe  United  Staia.- 

I  transmit  herewith  to  Congress  the  copy  of  a  corre- 
spondence which  lately  passed  between  Miyor  General 
Von  Scbohen,  hii  Daiush  Uajes^'s  Governor  General  <^ 
tuB  West  India  possesrions,  and  special  minister  to  tiie 
United  States,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Secretary  of  State, 
concerning  the  regulation  of  the  commerdal  intercourse 
between  mose  possessions  and  the  United  States,  which 
comprehends  the  propositions  that  General  Von  Scholten 
made  to  this  Government,  in  behalf  of  his  sovereign,  upon 
that  subject,  and  the  answers  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
the  same;  the  last  showing  the  grounds  upon  which  this 
Government  declined  acceding  to  the  overtures  of  the 
Danish  envoy. 

Ttus  correspondence  is  now  submitted  to  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  in  compUance  with  the  wish  and  request  of 
General  Von  Scholten  himself  and  under  the  full  peraua- 
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Mertount  wilk  tie  Danuh  Wat  Indu». 


aion.  upon  mj  part,  that  H  wiM  receive  all  ihe  ftttentionj 
and  coMidention  to  which  the  rerr  friendly  relations  ihsti 
have  to  loni;  submted  between  the  United  Stiites  and  ibe  j 
Kin^  of  Denmark  especially  entitle  it  in  the  councils  of 
this  Union. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
WawiyflTos,  31j<  Deetmher,  1830. 

lAat  ofpmert  ateompmyln^  the  Jtlatofre  of  the  Prmdeni  of 
the  2lit  Ikeember^  1830. 
Letter,  General  Von  Scholtcn  to  Hr.  Van  Btiren,  3rUi 
October  1830. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  to  General  Von  Scholten,  29th 

November,  1»30. 
General  Von  Scholtcn  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  4th 

December,  1830. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Gen.  Von  Scholten,  lOth 

December,  1830. 
Gen.  Von  Scholten  to  lb.  Van  Buren,  llth 
December,  1830. 

Genend  Van  SehoUen,  Sp^al  Mimi^terfrom  Denmark^  to 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  Scerdary  of  State  of  the  L'nUed  States. 

CiTT  or  WA«M»sTOit,  October  27,  1830. 

The  underngned.  Major  General  Von  Scliolien,  Go- 
vernor General  of  hU  Danish  Majesty's  Wci>t  India  pos- 
sesions, and  chained  with  a  special  mission  near  the 
United  States'  Government,  has  had  the  honor  of  repre- 
senting verbally  to  his  Exuellencnr  Martin  Van  Buren, 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  how  deeply 
the  intcmt  of  His  Danish  Majesty's  West  India  posics- 
tions  hu  been  alTected  by  the  high  duties  imposed  upon 
their  staples  in  tihe  United  States,  and  the  consequent  ne> 
cessity  to  his  Majesty's  Government  of  taking  such  mea- 
sures as  ^oll  secure  to  the  colonies  amarkct  for  their  pro- 
ducts, in  return  for  the  supplies  they  shall  want,  and 
which  they  have  been  in  the  constant  habit  of  taking  from 
the  United  Suites. 

Ever  anxious  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his6ubjccts,his 
Majesty  has  invariably  encouraged  and  protected  a  com- 
mercial intercourse  of  this  description  between  the  United 
States  and  his  Majesty's  West  India  possessions,  as  an  in- 
tercourse founded  in'nature  by  the  proxinuly  of  the  geo- 
graphical pontion  of  both  territories,  and  the  fitness  of 
Uieir  products  for  a  mutual  excliange.  Actiiw  upon 
this  principle,  his  Majesty  never  went  to  the  full  extent 
of  the  coloniid  system  in  reserving  to  the  mother  coun- 
try an  excIuMvc  privilege  of  ti-ading  with  tlie  colonies, 
but  admitted,  at  all  times,  American  ships  and  tlicir  car- 
goes, while  the  ships  of  all  otlicr  nations  were  excluded. 
The  undersigned  is  frank  to  allow  Uiat  this  was  not  con- 
sidered a  favor  bestowed  upon  America,  but  the  conse- 
quence only  of  a  system  which  the  interest  and  welfare  of 
me  colonies  recommended;  yet  it  bears  an  unequivocal 
stunp  of  a  friendly  disposition  towards  the  United  Stales, 
inasmuch  as  his  Majesty  did  not  suffer  any  jealousy  with 
regard  to  the  shipping  interest  of  Denmark,  or  any  defi- 
ciency in  a  fair  reciprocity  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
to  divert  him,  in  his  colonial  system,  fi-om  that  policy  which 
nature,  in  his  judgment,  pointed  out  and  recommended, 
of  allowing  the  eotonies  to  take  their  auppUes  from  the 
United  States,  while  the  United  States  were  willing  to 
take  their  sugar  and  mm  in  return. 

His  >laje8ty  saw,  no  doubt  with  regret,  the  persever- 
ance  with  which  tlie  U  nited  States'  Government  formerly 
adhered  to  a  system  of  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage 
and  impost,  which  excluded  altogetlier  Danish  ships  from 
any  partioipation  whatei  er  in  die  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  liis  >1i^csty's  West  India  poases- 
rions,  and  more  particularly  the  strong  character  which 
tiuB  dispostion  assumed  in  the  year  ims,  when  tiie  ques- 
tion of  aboUshinff  discriminatinif  duties,  upon  the  pnnd- 


ple  of  freipracin-,  was  s^itattd  and  lost  in  Cot^rew:  ret 
no  countemtling  iiii  asiii  r  i  were  ever  adopted  m  hn  Ma- 
jesty's colonies,  mMnadoe  regard  to  the  interest  offhene 
colonies  and  the  ships  of  the  United  States  werr  consr- 
qaently  lefV,  for  more  than  fbrtr  years,  in  fuH  and  cxcl'j- 
«Te  possesion  of  the  whole  carrying  trade  between  sul 
colonics  and  the  United  States.  The  American  shipi 
have,  however,  of  late  maintained  the  same  ground,  nffl- 
withsUmfii^  the  convention  of  tbe  26th  of  April,  18^5, 
by  wbich  Damdi  ships  were  adnrittedtoaftircainpethian 
with  them;  and  it  has,  therefive,  been  fiillT  estabfehcd  by 
actual  experiment,  that  all  the  bene6t  to  be  derived  by 
the  shippmg  interest  from  any  commercial intereonrsebf- 
tween  the  United  Stales  and'hisMajcstT*sWestln£a  pot- 
sessions,  is  entirely  and  exchwvely  in  &vor  of  the  United 
Statei,  as  an  advantage  natunllr  belos^iiip  to  them  (ton 
the  proximity  of  their  position, 'and  tiie  diancterof  the 
trade;  and  it  is,  therefore,  now  neither  disputednor  com- 
plained of. 

But  when  the  shipping  interest  of  Ae  Umted  States  is 
so  essentially  benefited  by  a  comnwrcisl  iideicourse  with 
Wb  ftlajesty's  West  India  possearions,  it  b  a  subject  of  re- 
gret that  the  United  States  should  not  have  been  content 
with  this  advantage,  but  diould  hkve  proceeded  upon  a 
system  indicating  a  persuaaon  diat  the  colonies  would  be 
under  the  necessity  of  taking  their  supplies  ftmn  ttie  Urai- 
ed  Stales,  whether  the  United  States  would  take  dieir 

Croducta  in  return  or  not.  This  is  justly  to  be  regiettcr!, 
ccansc  those  pretensions  are  entirely  at  variance  vicb 
the  first  princijMc  of  all  commercial  intercourse,  that  of 
being  based  upon  a  mutual  exchange  of  commofliesi  arji 
wMch,  moreover,  !b  so  apparent  and  direct  in  its  appba- 
tion,  n-ith  regard  to  the  relation  in  which  his  Majet!}'* 
West  India  possessions  stand  to  the  United  States. 

The  climate  and  soil  in  the  island  of  St.  Cr<»x  beinz 
peculiarly  fiivorable  to  the  cultivation  and  mami&cturc  <n 
sugar  and  rum,  those  articles  have  been  cultivated  wid 
manufactured  in  preference  to  provinons;  and  the  United 
States  being  placed  by  nature  m  a  revewe  ponbm.  the 
exchange  oftneir  respective  products  was  a  natural  con- 
sequence, uid,  as  sucn,  filvored  and  encouraged  by  hli 
Majcs^'s  Government.  The  planters  of  the  island  of 
St.  Croix.have  thus  been  in  the  constant  habit,  from  the 
very  time  the  bland  c;ame  into  his  Majesty's  po«essoon.  of 
takmg  their  supplies  from  the  Uiuted  States,  and  of  look- 
ing to  the  United  States  (or  a  market  for  their  sugar  and 
rum  in  return.  Nay,  so  decidedly  hasthis  been  tbecaie, 
tHat  the  preva3ing  usage  of  the  island  has  been,  and  still 
is,  to  effect  this  exchange  of  sugar  and  rum  against  sup- 
plies in  a  direct  manner,  without  the  intervention  of  mo- 
ney. Tn  this  way,  almost  the  w^hole  of  the  rum  manufac- 
tured in  the  island  has,  for  ^ean,  been  du^rased  of  t» 
American  merchants,  supplying  the  estates  with  iM&n 
meal,  flour,  salted  provisions,  hoops,  staves,  in  abort,  even 
thin^  conung  under  the  denomination  of  supplies,  on  tte 
express  condition  of  taking  rum  in  payment  at  a  cem^ 
price,  live  mm,  however,  not  being  sufficient  by  itself 
to  cover  the  expenses  for  supplies,  a  great  portion  of  thf 
sugar  crop  has  annually  been  employed  and  disposed  cf 
in  the  same  manner.  From  this  character  of  the  trade, 
and  wiuch  eidiibits  its  real  nature,  it  is  evident  that  a  rr- 
fiisal  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  adnutling  ss^ 
and  mm  from  ^e  island  (rf'St.  Croix,  on  ftir  tcnns^  n<» 
the  market  of  the  United  States,  in  exchange  of  sappSe* 
thence  to  be  received,  must  ine^'itably  desljroy  tbe  trade, 
and  put  an  end  to  the  intercourse  attogeHier. 

The  United  States  possess,  unquestionably,  grnt  natural 
advantages  over  Europe  in  general  in  the  supplying  of  the 
West  Indies;  but  those  advantages  are  certainly  overrated 
when  the  colonies  areeondderedaadependUng  upon  then 
exclusively,  or  without  any  regard  to  terms.  It  is  a  wril 
known  hct,  that  the  cultmtion  of  prorisom  has  beer, 
carried  to  a  greatextent  in  flie  Britidi islands,  asconnKt- 
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ed  with,  their  ij^ricultuni  uidcommeraalmtem;  and  the 
experiment  wu  fikewiie  nccenruUjr  made  in  the  iahuid 
of  St.  Crmx  during  the  British  occupation,  but  after- 
wards ftbnndoned  upon  the  reatcwatioa  of  the  ialandt  on 
account  of  the  fitcility  affofded  by  the  Daiuah  Govern- 
ment to  the  commercuil  intercourse  and  exdiumge  of  com- 
modities  with  the  United  States.  Nor  is  the  expense, 
difficulty,  and  inc<niveiuence  in  ^tting  suppliesftvm  £U' 
rope  so  great  as  generally  represented.  The  bulk  of 
exports  from  the  colonies  surpasses  that  of  imports  tosuch 
a  deRM  that  the  outward  bound  freight  fbrms  but  avery 
sroall  item  in  the  expense,  and  brings,  tiierefbre,  Europe, 
as  it  were,  so  much  nearer  to  the  West  Indies.  The  Bri- 
tish colonies,  in  particular,  were  never  supplied  with  salt- 
ed provisions  from  the  United  Statesj  and,  by  a  reference 
to  the  statistical  account  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  by  Go- 
vernor Velez,  and  inserted  in  abstract  in  the  American 
Quarterly  Berieitr  for  7une,  this  year,  an  evidence  will 
be  had  of  what  may  be  eftected  by  iegislative  measures, 
when  <urcuat8tancea  make  it  desirable  to  encourage  the 
supplying  of  the  colonies  from  Europe.  It  will  be  seen 
with  astonishment  how  the  importation  of  flour  from  the 
United  States  into  the  Havana  has  decreased  of  late  years, 
the  same  having  been  68,395  barrels  in  the  year  1827, 
and  only  30,830  in  the  ^ear  i838i  while  that  from  Spain 
waa  but  37,662  barrels  in  the  fwmer  ^ear,  and  rose  to 
86,642  inthelattcr.  It  is,  therefore,  neither  virionary  nor 
of  difficult  execution  to  give  such  a  direction  to  the  trade 
of  the  West  Indies,  and  the  less  so  when  it  is  the  natural 
course  which  tlie  trade  ultimately  must  take  under  a  pro- 
hibitory system  in  the  United  States  agunst  the  staples  of 
the  West  Indies. 

The  underrigned  has  laid  particular  stress  upon  the  mu- 
tual exchange  of  prodiicta,  as  the  first  principle  of  all 
commercial  mtercourse,  and  as  being  of  more  direct  ap- 
phcation  to  Uie  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  his  Majesty's  West  India  posaeasions.  Suppowng, 
upon  this  principle,  an  exchange  of  rum  against  Indian 
meal  to  be  allowed  in  the  United  States,  without  any  duty 
wbutever,  this  commercial  convertibility  of  Indian  meal 
into  rum  may  fiuriy  be  stated  as  a  simile  to  the  operation 
of  distilling— ^ith  that  difference  only,  that  the  buil«hng 
employed  is  a  ship  instead  of  a  distilleiy,  and  the  hani£ 
American  seamen  instead  of  common  laborers.  Such 
an  exchange  of  products,  however,  wtuch,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  undersigned,  would  have  been  &ir  and  pront- 
able  to  both  parties  ^ving  a  result  according  to  the 
option  of  those  concerned*  oai  been  bite«Uctea  by  the 
tariff  of  the  United  States,  not  ^th  a  view  to  the 
prevention  of  intemperance,  as  no  tax  or  restraint  what- 
ever has  been  imposed  upon  the  distilling  of  spirits  from 
grain  or  molasses,  nor  to  protectKew  Orleans  rum,  which, 
from  pecuLar  circumstances  unfavorable  to  its  manufac- 
ture, does  not  constitute  a  staple  in  tlic  market,  but  sole- 
ly for  the  purpose  of  precludhiga  foreign  article  from  the 
American  ma»et,  and  superseding  it  by  an  excludve  pri- 
vilege given  to""a  domestic  manufacture  known  by  the 
name  of  New  England  rum.  This  rum  is  manufactured 
from  foreign  molasses,  allowed  to  be  imported  for  that 
purpose  c^eBy,  and  not  from  New  Orleans  molasses, 
hViiicii  bears  a  higher  price  in  the  market  as  a  aubstitue  for 
sugar.  New  England  rum  is,  therefore,  not  a  domes- 
tic article  in  its  raw  materials)  but  as  molasses  does  not 
make  a  good  quall^  of  rum  without  a  due  proportion  of 
skimmineSi  which  are  not  to  be  had  in  the  New  England 
States,  the  New  England  rum  is  besides  of  a  very  inferior 
quali^  to  that  manuliictared  in  the  West  Indies,  and  be- 
comes only  marketable  for  home  consumption  by  an  ad- 
mixture of  a  certain  proportion  of  St-  Croix  rumi  after 
which,  thisspuriousarticleisthrownintothemarke^Bnd 
passed  off  under  the  name  of  St  Cnnzruin:  nay,  ao  great 
is  the  difference  between  St.  Crmx  nun  and  New  Eng- 
land runi,  that,  notwlthataoding  the  prohilutoty  iaty  im- 
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posed  up<Hi  foreign  spirits  in  the  Uiuted  States,  a  small 

auantity  of  St.  Croix  rum  continues  to  be  imported  for 
le  above  purpose,  witd  is  actually  pud  for,  on  account  of 
the  hi^  du^t  at  the  rate  of  eighty -five  cents  per  g^oa« 
wtule  the  pnce  of  New  England  rum  is  only  twe^-ux. 
Exclusive  protection  ha^  thus  been  pven  to  a  most  infe- 
rior article,  which  has  been  forced  upon  the  consumers 
without  any  other  benefit  to  the  country  than  what  may 
result  from  tiie  emplosmient  given  to  a  very  limited  num- 
ber of  hands  in  the  operation  of  distilling  the  molasses, 
while  the  vital  interest  of  a  noghboring  coloojr  has  been 
disregarded,  possesnng  in  its  chmate  and  ami  a  natural 
advantage  in  producing  a  superior  article,  constituting, 
by  nature,  a  s^Ie  commodity  of  its  production,  and  re- 
ceiving almost  with  oat  restriction  the  produce  of  the  United 
States,  to  a  very  large  amount)  by  wmch  means,  the  indus- 
try of  this  country,  in  its  varioiu  branches,  has  been  encour- 
aged and  maintained  in  the  Kme  noporliont  even  the  itilla, 
worms,  vats,  and  butts,  used  in  the  manu&cture  of  rum  in 
the  island  of  St.  Croix,  are  taken  from  Hm  United  States. 

In  all  the  bar-rooms  througtitnit  the  Umon,  the  name 
of  St.  Croix  rum  is  still  conspicuous  as  a  sign  of  the  ex- 
tensive intercou^  which  formerly  existed  between  the 
United  SUtes  and  the  island  of  St.  CrcHX,  and  of  the  great 
demand  its  produce  met  irith  in  the  American  marlcet. 
At  that  time  it  was  the  real  and  nnuine  article,  which 
was  sold  every  where  without  adulterationi  while  at  pre- 
sent only  the  name  is  borrowed^  to  cover  an  inutuon 
spirit  of  a  most  inferior  quality. 

It  has  been  shown  above  how  tlus  great  change  has 
been  brought  about,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  i^and  of 
St.  Croix,  without  any  adequate  pront  to  the  United 
States;  and,  by  furUier  pursuit^  its  consequences,  a  total 
''-hwigf*  in  ^  trade  of  the  colony  will  be  found  to  be  the 
inentable  resulL  The  island  of  St  Ckmx  cannot  ^ve  up 
the  natural  advantages  possessed  by  her  in  making  rum 
of  a  superior  qu«£ty  from  hermolaues  and  skimmii^  on 
the  spot.  If,  therefore,  the  prohibitory  system  be  per- 
Msted  in  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  all  the  rum  ma- 
nufactured in  the  idand  of  St  Croix,  bein^  »■  the  suppo- 
sition is,  excluded  from  the  American  muket,  which  ior< 
merly  even  conitHuted  its  only  market,  must  of  course  be 
shipped  to  Europet  and,  when  so  shipped,  all  the  sup- 
plies required,  to  that  extent  in  Tahie,  must  be  taken  fitnn 
the  same  quarter. 

The  undersigned  knows  from  actual  experience,  as  Go- 
vernor Generd  of  his  Majesty's  West  India  posses^on^ 
that  it  is  no^  and  cannot  be,  in  the  power  of  the  planters 
of  the  island  of  St.  Croix  to  contract  for  their  supplies 
in  any  other  way  than  by  barter,  or  a  direct  exchange  of 
commodities.  The  supplies  must  be  contracted  for,  pay- 
able-in  rum  and  sugar;  and  rum  and  swar  must  be  given 
in  payment  for  supplies.  To  buy  supplies  in  money,  to 
raise  that  money  by  biUs  of  exchange,  and  to  rely  won 
the  payment  of  such  bills  friMn  the  proceeds  o£  produce 
dipped  to  a  third  place,  distant  from  the  colony  as  I>en- 
mark  is,  is  altc^ther  impracticable.  The  planters  have 
not  the  credit  to  do  it,  nor  is  it  their  interest  so  to  act  It 
is  the  merchant's  bunness  to  take  the  chances  of  the  mar- 
kets upon  himself,  to  furnish  the  supphes,  and  to  take 
nim  and  sugar  in  return,  and  thus  to  close  Uie  transaction 
with  the  pUnter  at  once.  From  this  character  of  the 
trade,  the  course  it  will  and  necessarily  must  take,  und^ 
the  circumstances  above  stated,  is  evident;  and  hence  it 
becomes  incuiid>ent  upon  his  Majesty's  Government  to 
anticipate  the  result  by  le^slative  measures  calculated  to 
facilitate  the  tranntion  from  the  present  system,  which  ia 
altogetlier  in  fiivor  of  a  commercial  intercourse  with  the 
United  States,  to  the  full  extent  of  the  supplies  required, 
to  a  new  ayate^  limited  in  its  principles  by  the  encou- 
ragement and  protection  which  the  colonial  trade  of  the 
mother  country  shall  require,  and  upon  which  the  colony, 
under  such  circumstance^  must  be  tiuvwn  for  its  supplies. 
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willinj^Iy  withdraw  the  prinlcfces  or  trading  with  its  colo- 
iu«fl,  wlilch  it  Imi  granted  to  other  nations,  if  that  could 
coovenientlr  be  done. 

Buch  is  the  present  state  of  our  eonmerdal  relations 
wiUl  the  Britiaii  cotomest  and  such  the  steps  by  which  ve 
have  arrived  at  it. 

In  reviewing  the  events  which  have  precededt  and  more 
or  less  contributed  to,  a  result  so  much  to  be  regretted, 
there  will  be  foand  three  grounds  upon  which  we  are  most 
aasailaUe:  first,  in  our  too  long  ana  too  tenaciously  resist- 
ing the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  impose  protecting  duties 
inner  coloniesi  secondl^r,  in  notrehevinrhervesselsfrom 
tiie  resttiction  of  returning  direct  from  the  United  States 
to  the  colonies,  after  permisuon  had  been  given  by  Great 
Britvn  to  our  vessels  to  clear  out  from  the  colonies  to  any 
otiier  than  a  British  port;  and,  thirdly,  in  omitting  to  ac- 
cept the  terms  offered  by  the  act  of  Parliament  of  July, 
1835,  afUrthe  subject  had  been  brought  befbre  Conp«ss, 
and  deliberately  acted  upon  by  our  Government.  It  is, 
vithmit  doubt,  to  the  combined  operation  of  tiiese  causes 
that  we  are  to  attribute  the  British  interdict.  You  will, 
therefore,  see  the  propriety  of  possessing  yourself  fully  of 
all  the  explanatory  ana  mitigating  drcumstances  connect- 
ml  with  them,  tut  you  may  be  enabled  to  obviate,  as 
ftr  as  practicably  the  unfavorable  impression  wh:ch  ihey 
have  produced. 

The  trade,  althougli  not  wholly  suppressed,  is  altogether 
f^hanged  in  its  character.  Instead  of  being  direct,  ac- 
tive, and  profitable  ts  it  once  was,  it  ts  circuitous,  burden- 
aome,  and  comparativelv  profitless.  The  importation  of 
the  produce  of  the  British  West  India  colonies  into  the 
United  States  may  be  said  to  have  substantially  ceased. 
It  is  wholly  prohibited  in  British  vessels,  and  allowed  only 
direct  ftooi  the  produdiifocdony.  By  tiie  ordeta  in  conn- 
ed the  a  JmiMion  of  American  tcsmIs  it  prohilrited.  Con- 
Mtiuentl^,  whatever  of  British  West  India  produce  u 
broi^t  into  this  country  (with  the  exception  of  what  has 
been  recently  allowed  to  be  imported  from  the  Bahama 
iahnds,  and  the  island  of  Anguilts)  must  either  be  brou^t 
by  the  vessels  of  other  nations,  which  are  permitted,  un- 
der the  act  of  Parliament  of  July,  1835,  to  olear  from  the 
colonies^  any  other  porta,  except  in  GitvA  Britain  and 
het  pDsaesaioni^  or  it  must  be  imported  as  the  growth  or 
proauee  of  other  colonies,  to  whicn  the  vesselsof  the  Unit- 
ed StatM  are  admitted,  and  thu»  introduced  in  evauon  of 
oat  law. 

The  export  trade  baa  been  more  conridersble,  though 
greatly  and  injuriously  reduced.  The  decrees  of  nature, 
by  which  the  British  West  Indies  are  made  dependent  on 
the  United  States  for  a  great  portion  of  tbeir  necenary 
luppUes,  though  erroneously  resisted,  have  not  been  aHo- 

Etner  frustrated  by  the  retaliatory  and  improvident  legis- 
ion  of  the  two  countries.  Large  quantities  of  American 
productions  still-  find  th«r  way  to  t£e  colonies.  The  un- 
certainty aa  to  bow  much     our  produce  h  used  in  the 

Sorts  to  which  the  exportations  are  nominally  tnade,  ren- 
eit  it  imposnble  to  speak  with  accuracy  as  to  the  amount 
actually  consumed  in  the  British  West  India  colonies  tince 
the  pOTte  were  closed.  In  the  opinion  of  intelligent  mei^ 
flhanta,  it  is  about  half  o  much  as  immediately  before  the 
interact  It  is  carried  in  American  vessel*  to  the  islands 
of  St.  Thomasand  St.  Bartholomew  on  the  ime  hand,  and 
to  tiie  open  ports  in  the  British  North  American  posses- 
sions on  the  other.  Prom  those  ports,  it  finds  its  way  to 
the  British  West  India  colonies,  under  different  regulations, 
in  BritiA  vessels.  This  trade  is  burdened  with  double 
frdghtand  insurance,  the  charges  of  landing  and  reship- 
mng,  and  also  commisKona  and  duties  in  the  neutral  ports, 
Rirthrt  portion  niuch  goes  bydiewaiy  of  St.  Thomasand 
gt.  Bartholomew.  The  extra  expenses  thus  produced 
have  been  estimated  at  fifty  per  centum  on  the  first  cohI 
of  lumber,  and  at  from  fifteen  to  twenty  per  centum  on 
proviaiont.   A  great  reduction  of  the  quantity  of  our  ex- 


ports, and  the  entire  exclusion  from  the  trade  of  many  ar- 
ticles of  a  perishable  nature,  which  cannot  now  be  sent  in 
consequence  of  the  increased  length  of  the  v<^aee.  with 
ita  unfavorable  effects  upon  our  navigation,  are  the  chief 
injuries  which  result  to  our  citisens  from  this  state  of  thinp. 
It  oppresses  the  West  India  planter,  by  unavoidably  m- 
crearing  the  prices  of  such  articles  of  American  produce 
as  he  still  finds  it  his  interest  to  purchase,  notwithstandiif 
the  disadvantages  imposed  upon  their  introduction.  It  is, 
moreover,  understood,  that  tne  indirect  trade  la  earned  m 
on  British  account,  and  that,  therefore,  the  principal  part 
of  the  extra  expenses  to  which  it  is  subjeetea  comes  ulti- 
mately out  of  their  pockets. 

it  is  the  anxious  wish  of  the  President  to  put  an  end  te 
a  state  of  things  so  injurious  to  all  parties.  He  is  wilSng 
to  regulate  the  trade  in  question  upon  terms  of  reciprocil 
advantage,  and  to  adopt  for  that  purpose  those  whicb 
Great  Brifaun  lias  herseU  elected,  and  wnich  are  prescrib- 
ed by  the  act  of  Parliament  of  5th  Jofy,  1825,  as  it  is  uo- 
derstooil  by  us.  You  are  Greeted  to  make  a  full  and  frank 
exposition  of  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  Prewdent  in  tbit 
respect,  at  as  early  a  period,  and  in  such  manner,  as  you 
may  judge  best  circulated  to  accompUsh  them,  and  to  put 
it  in  bis  power  to  communicate  the  result  of  this  overture 
to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  next  seswin.  Ueia  ad- 
monished by  the  past  of  the  Inutility  of  protracted  diaeus- 
sions  upon  a  subject  wMch  has  been  over  and  over  i^aia 
debated,  lie  does  not,  tliercfore,  wish  to  occupy  you,  cr 
harass  the  Britisli  cabinet  by  their  repetition.  Y'ou  areau- 
tborixed  to  say  to  the  British  Government,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  that  they  wilt  open  their  ports  to  BH- 
tish  vessels  coming  from  the  Britisli  i»>)onic8,  laden  with 
such  colonial  productions  as  can  be  imported  in  Ameri- 
can vessels,  and  up<m  terms  in  all  respects  equally  bvosa- 
blc;  and  that  they  will  also  abdish  the  restriction  coatsia- 
ed  in  our  act  <X  1823,  confining  the  trade  to  a  direct  in- 
tercourae,  upon  condition  that  Great  Britain  will  allow 
American  vessels  the  privileges  of  trade  and  intercourse 
which  were  offered  by  the  act  of  the  5th  of  July,  18S5. 

The  Presideni  indulges  a  confident  expectation  that  the 
British  Government  will  assent  to  an  adjustment  ^>on  these 
terms.  He  is  compelled  to  think  so,  from  aconviction  that 
such  an  arrangement  would  promote  the  true  interests  of 
both  parties'— a  result  which  be  u  confident  is  as  much  de- 
sired by  Great  Britain  as  it  can  be  by  himself,  because  she 
has  heretofore  pren  her  deliberate  assent  to  tlirse  terms; 
(and  he  finds  nothing  in  the  condition  of  the  question 
which  reriders  Ihcm  less  proper  now  than  they  were  then;) 
and,  finally,  because  he  is  unwilling  to  believe  that  Great 
Britain  would  make  aa  invidious  a  £iti^ction  as  to  exdude 
us  firom  a  trade  which  she  aUows  to  the  rest  <^  ibc  oom- 
mercial  world.  'Hie  United  States  do  not  controvert  her 
right  to  monopolise  the  trade  with  her  colonics;  andif  tte 
same  interdict  which  excludes  them  from  her  colonial 
ports  was  extended  to  others,  they  would  not  complain. 
But  the  British  Government  cannot  be  insennble  to  the 
tendency  which  a  discrimination  of  the  character  referred 
to  must  unavoidably  have,  to  alienate  those  liberal  and 
firiendly  feeSnga  now  entertained  towards  her  \ij  our  peo- 
ple, and  which  it  should  be  the  pleasure,  as  it  is  the  duty, 
of  both  Governments  to  eheri^  and  perpetuate. 

If  the  omission  of  this  Government  to  accept  of  the 
temw  proposed,  when  heretofore  offered,  be  urged  as  sa 
objection  to  their  adoption  now,  it  will  be  ^our  duty  to 
make  the  British  Government  sennble  of  tiie  injustice  and 
inexpediency  of  such  a  course. 

The  opportunities  which  you  have  derived  from  a  par- 
ticipation in  our  public  council^  as  well  as  other  sources 
of  information,  will  enable  you  to  speak  with  confidence 
(as  far  as  you  may  deem  it  proper  and  useful  bo  to  do)  of 
the  respective  parts  taken  xfy  tiiose  to  whom  the  adminia- 
tration  of  this  Government  is  now  committed^  in  relation 
to  th^  course  hnetofi)re  punued  vfoa  the  subject  of  the 
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United  States,  and  nttothcr  paK  as  a  discriminating  duty 
in  favor  of  foreign  markets  fairly  thrown  open  to  the 
whole  industry  of  the  United  States;  and  therefore  mak- 
in^sud  disciinunatioii  recoil  upon  that  industry  asabenc- 
fit. 

With  regard  to  the  importation  of  rum  from  tlie  island 
of  St.  Croiz,  the  undersigned  b  perfectly  at  a  loss  to  ac- 
count notonly  for  the  prohibitory  duty  imposed  upon  that 
artlclci  but  usq  for  any  dutjr  whatever  in  the  chuacter  of 
protection.  He  has  stated  bis  reasons;  and,  if  there  be  any 
ar^iimcntj  left  against  them,  he  relics  with  confidence  on 
their  removal  I^y  a  due  consideration  of  the  terms  upon 
which  his  Government  is  ready  to  meet  the  United  States' 
Government  in  ^ving  extension,  stability,  and  protection 
to  ttie  commercial  intercourse  in  question.  As  far  as  a 
duty  upon  rum,  nevertheless,  may  be  deemed  expedient 
in  tlie  United  States  for  the  sake  of  revenue,  a  discrimi- 
naticmin  the  du^,  aiabove  stated,  is  suggested  to  his  Ex- 
ccllencyaaan  essential  item  in  the  proposed  arrangement. 

By  the  colonial  ^stem  adopted  and  acted  upon  in  the 
island  of  St  Croix,  provision  has  been  made  to  exempt 
fi-om  restricUon  such  portions  of  the  produce  of  the 
\s.\a.nA  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary  to  cover  tlie  supplies 
annually  received  from  Uie  United  States.  A  general 
permit  iuu  thus  been  granted  for  the  exportation  of 
mm  to  tlie  United  States  without  any  rcstncUon  what- 
ever; but,  with  regard  to  sugar,  only  such  a  quantity  has 
been  allowed  to  be  shipped  to  the  United  States  as  shall 
appear  int^pe  usable  in  making  up  for  the  deficiency  in  the 
i-um  for  the  above  purpose;  and,  as  a  standard  to  go  by  in 
ascertaining  this  quantity,  the  right  of  exporting  sugars 
to  the  United  States  has  been  connected  with  the  import- 
ation of  certain  articles  of  prime  necessity.  From  this 
statement,  it  wUl  appesr  that  particular  paus  have  been 
taken  by  the  Danish  GoTctnment  to  renilate  the  expoi-ts 

the  import^  as  nearly  as  may  be,  wiuch  secures  a  re- 
ciprocity m  the  commercial  intercourse  with  regard  to  the 
amount,  if  so  required,  with  a  view  to  any  discrimination 
of  dut]^  in  the  United  States  that  may  be  a^eed  upon. 
For  this  very  reason,  it  is  not  proposed  to  mclude  the 
iidands  of  St  Thomas  and  St.  John's  in  the  arruigement, 
both  beinf  exempted  from  tlie  colonial  restrictions  to 
which  St.  Croix  is  subject,  and  which  afford  tlic  guaranty 
above  !itated. 

The  undersgned  flatters  himself  with  the  hope  of  having 
satisfied  his  Excellency  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  extent 
3f  the  interest  involved  in  the  (question.  He  feels  confident 
that  tlie  intercourse  at  stake  cannot  be  considered  of  less 
mponance  to  the  United  States  than  it  is  to  the  island  of  St. 
Uroix.  Both  parties  are  equally  interested  in  cpmlng  to 
ui  understanding  upon  the  subject:  tiie  necessity,  hotrerer, 
s  more  pressing  ou  the  part  of  the  Island  of  St.  Croix, 
u  consequence  of  the  pernicious  effects  already  prttduced 
II  that  isiaad  by  the  tariff  of  the  United  States.  The  in- 
labJtants  have*  therefore,  earnestly  implored  his  Majesty 
o  remove  the  evil,  or  to  apply  a  remedy;  and,  from  the 
•stent  of  their  grievances,  ois  Majesty  would  have  lost  no 
ime  in  urging  this  subject  upon  ue  attention  of  the 
Jnited  States'  Government  at  an  earlier  period,  if  he  had 
lot  been  refruned  for  a  while  from  so  domg  by  the  cpn»- 
leration  of  another  question  of  great  importance  and  deli- 
acy,  at  the  time  still  pending  between  the  two  countries, 
riie  interest  of  the  colony  was,  however,  attended  to 
mmediatcly  upon  the  settlement  of  tliis  questiom  and, 
rom  the  intimate  knowledge  possessed  by  the  undersigned 
f  the  true  interest  of  his  Miyesty's  West  India  posses- 
ion^ over  which  be  has  the  honor  of  prewding  in  the  ca- 
lacity  of  Governor  General,  and  the  warm  support  he 
ieemcd  it  his  duty  to  give  to  the  complaint  of  the  plant- 
rs,  he  was  selected  by  his  Majesty  for  this  mission  to  tlie 
(nited  States*  Government.  He  professes  himself  to 
e  a  zealous  advocate  of  a  commercial  intercourse  be- 
flreen  the  Uiuted  Slates  and  the  island  of  St  Croix,  to  the 


full  extent  of  the  supplies  required;  and  would,  there- 
fore, exceedingly  regret  if  he  should  ful  in  his  attempt  to 
save  it,  and  be  compelled,  by  an  artificial  state  of  thmg^ 
to  advocate  another  system.  He  feels,  howevef,  happy 
in  having  no  apprehension  of  such  a  result  in  leaving  the 
matter  to  the  decision  of  the  United  States'  Government. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
renew  to  his  Excellency  the  Secretary  of  State  the  as- 
surance of  his  high  and  distingiushed  consideration. 

P.  V.  aCHOLTEN. 

To  lus  Excellency  M.  Bcuh, 

Secretary  of  StaU  U.  8. 

ifr.  ranBurmto  Chamil  Fan  SAoUai. 

DapAnTMsvT  or  Stats, 
Watkington,  November  39,  1830. 

The  underngned,  Secretaiy  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  has  the  nonor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
note  which  was  addressed  to  lum  on  the  ST'th  ultimo  b^ 
MajOT  GeneralF.  Von  Scholten,  Governor  General  of  his 
Danish  Majesty's  West  India  possesions,  and  chained 
with  a  special  mission  near  this  Government,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  injuiious  effects  produced  upon  the  com- 
merce between  thosepoasessions  and  the  Umted  States,  in 
consequence  of  thehigh  duties  imposed  upon  the  importa- 
tion of  their  staple  productions  into  the  ports  m  this 
Uiuon;  and  appnnng  tUs  Government  that  his  Danish 
Majesty,  anxious  to  promote,  at  once,  the  prosperity  of 
his  colonies,  and  the  mutual  and  important  interests  involv- 
ed in  their  trade  with  the  United  States,  had  authorized 
General  Von  Scholten  to  submit,  through  the  underagned, 
for  the  conuderation  of  the  President,  the  basis  of  a  com- 
mercial arrangement  founded  on  reciproca]  concesdons 
of  exclunve  privileges,  on^tlierndA,  calculated,  as  Gen. 
Von  Scholten  alleges,  to  fadlitate  an  exchange,  upon  equal 
and  advantageous  terms,  of  the  productions  of  the  Danish 
West  Indies  fbrthose  of  the  United  States;  and  to  extend 
the  benefit  of  the  liberalproviuonscontained  in  the  exist- 
ing treaty  between  the  two  countries. 

The  undersigned  having  laid  General  Von  Scholten's 
note  before  the  Frendent,  has  been  directed  to  state  to 
him,  which  he  has  now  the  honor  to  do,  that  its  contents 
have  received  that  earnest  and  deliberate  consideration  to 
which  they  were  entitled,  as  well  from  their  importance 
as  from  the  high  source  and  friendly  motives  fhim  which 
they  have  emanated.  The  very  friendly  relations  which 
have  sub»sted  between  the  Umted  States  and  Denmark; 
the  perfect  accord  of  liberal  views,  which  has  led  the  two 
Governments  to  establish  their  commercial  intercourse 
upon  the  most  cnlar(|cd  principles  of  equality  and  ren- 
procity;  the  recent  evidence  nven  by  his  Danish  Maies^ 
of  his  desire  to  adjust  amicably  the  onlyiubjectof  duTer- 
ence  existing  between  the  two  Governments;  and  the 
very  flattering  mode  selected  by  him  of  communicatins' 
his  views  and  propontions  to  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  are  connaerati<ms  too  stron^y  indicative  of  the 
King's  frank  and  friendly  djsp<»Dtion8  towards  thii  coun- 
try-, to  have  been  overlooked  oy  the  President,  and  have 
added  new  incentives  to  lus  desire  to  reciprocate  tbose 
friendly  sentiments,  and  to  go  as  fiu-  as  his  own  sense  of 
executive  authority  could  permit  in  endeavoring  to  re- 
concile an  acceptance,  by  him,  of  the  propositions 
submitted  by  GencralVon  Scholten,  withhia  view  of  the 
obligations  imposed  upon  the  United  States  by  existing 
laws,  and  by  their  solemn  enj^agementswitii  other  nations. 

Actuated  by  these  views,  it  nas,  ^erefore,  been  with 
real  and  sincere  regret  that  the  Frendent  has  been  una- 
ble, after  the  most  deliberate  consideration  andreflection, 
to  overrule  his  own  conviction  that,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, he  could  not,  consistently  with  the  obligations 
just  referred  to,  accede  to  the  terms  proposed  by  General 
Von  Schohen  as  the  baas  of  a  commercial  arrangement 
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between  the  United  States  and  Dcnmarlc,  founded  upon 
reciprocal  conceB8ions  of  excluava  privileges.  This  con- 
viction, and  tlie  regret  it  draws  after  it,  the  undersigned 
has  been  directed  to  expren  to  General  A'on  Scholteii. 

The  couTK  of  policy  which  has  invariably  been  pur- 
sued by  the  United  States  !n  their  commercial  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations,  and  for  a  departure  from  which  their 
Government  can,  at  this  time,  discover  no  adequate  cause, 
even  if  existing  and  imperative  obligations  did  not  put  it 
out  of  tiieir  power  to  do  so,  baa  been  to  extend  equal  pri- 
vileges to  all  nations  who  consent  to  redprocate  them  with 
tiie  United  Statest  andtbeir  leeuUtion  has  been  utuform- 
ly  predicated  upon  that  principle.  The  President  would 
have  found  in  this  corsideration  alone,  apart  from  all 
others,  a  powerful  motive  for  the  utmost  caution  in  con- 
sidering a  proposition,  which,  like  that  contuned  in  Gen. 
Von  Scholten's  note,  involved  a  departure  from  general 
principles  and  uniform  practice.  But,  in  coming  to  ade- 
termination  as  to  the  course  proper  for  him  to  pursue,  he 
has  been  governed  by  motives  which  left  him  still  less 
free  to  act  upon  the  subject  in  a  manner  more  consonant 
with  the  desire  entertained  by  his  Danish  Majesty.  These 
motives  have  their  source  in  the  treaties  now  in  force  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  other  nations,  by  \-irtue  of 
which  the  productions  of  all  of  them,  without  distinction, 
are  adnutted  into  our  ports  upon  payment  of  equal  du- 
ties, and,  in  all  other  respects,  upon  equal  conditiona.- 
Theae  stipuhtions  put  it  but  of  the  power  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  make  any  exception,  in  that  regard,  in  favor  of 
the  possesnona  of  his  Danish  Majesty. 

In  reply  to  so  much  of  General  Von  Scholten's  note  as 
remonstrates  against  the  injurious  effects  produced  by  the 
heavy  dtities  imposed  upon  the  productions  of  his  Danish 
Majesty's  colonial  possessions  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  and  alludes  to  measures  of  rearess  and  indemnity 
which  his  Majes^  may  feel  himself  constrained  to  resort 
to,  in  case  of*^  rejection  by  the  United  States  of  the  pro- 
positions offered  for  their  acceptance  by  General  Von 
Scliolten,  the  undersigned  is  instructed  to  say  that  the 
duties  compliuned  of  form  a  part  of  the  generallegisla- 
tive  policy  of  the  United  States,  adopted  with  a  view  to 
the  protection  of  their  own  productions,  which  the  Pre- 
sident considers  as  being  under  tlie  peculiar  and  apprtt- 
priate  direction  of  Congress — a  liUrection  which  he  does 
not  wish  to  embarrass  or  abridge  by  any  conventional 
compacts  entered  into  by  the  Executive  autiiority  wiUi 
foreign  States.  He  can,  however,  with  confidence,  as- 
sure General  Von  Scholten,  as  well  from  his  knowledge 
of  the  prevailing  sentiment  in  that  body,  as  from  the 
known  good  will  universally  existing  towards  Denmark 
in  the  United  States,  and  which  has  extended  itself  to 
every  branch  of  tlus  Govemment,^that  afiulure  on  its 
part  to  modify  its  laws  with  a  reference  to  the  particular 
mteresta  of  hia  Danish  Majesty's  possesuons  can  never 
be  justly  attributable  to  a  want  of  disposition  to  improve 
and  cherish  the  most  liberal  and  friendly  relations  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Denmark,  and  to  extend 
their  commercial  intercourse,  as  &r  as  that  can  be  done 
consistently  with  the  respective  interests  of  the  two  coun- 
tries. 

General  Von  Scholten  has,  'm  the  note  to  which  this  is 
an  answer,  alluded  to  the  measures  which,  in  the  event 
of  the  United  States  declining  to  accept  his  propositions, 
his  Danish  Majesty  would  feel  himself  compelled  to 
adopt,  in  order  to  divert  the  trade  of  his  West  India  pos- 
sesMons  from  its  present  channel,  and  to  secure  to  the 

Sroduce  of  those  colonies,  in  some  country  other  than 
le  United  States,  an  exchuiTC  upon  advantageous  terms. 
Upon  this  branch  of  the  subjccC  tiie  imdcrsigned  is  di- 
rected to  state  to  General  Von  Schcdten,  that,  after  the 
manv  proofs  which  the  United  States  have  received  of  his 
Danish  Haiest^'s  friendly  ^gpositions  towards  them,  and 
the  fiiU  ana  fnuik  nplanation  now  given  of  the  motivea 


which  govern  the  decision  of  their  Executive  on  thisocca* 
sioii,  the  President  feels  con6dent,  that,  whatever  msy  " 
be  the  character  of  those  measures,  they  will  be  dictattd 
by  no  connderations  incon»stent  with  eusting  treaties 
or  that  may  at  all  impair  the  good  imderstanoKng  vlucb 
has  characterized  the  relations  oetween  tiie  two  countries. 
Any  measure  adopted  in  that  spirit,  whose  sole  object 
will  be  to  promote  the  interests  of  his  Majes^s  colonic 
subjects,  whatever  may  be  its  effects  upon  the  conrnierre 
of  the  United  States,  cannot  but  be  looked  upon  by  itc 
President  with  the  same  liberal  and  friendly  feeUngs'vilh 
which,  it  is  hoped,  his  Majesty  will  connder  the  conduct 
o.f  the  Federal  Government  in  this  negotiation.  To  Als 
sentiment  the  underngned  begs  leave  to  add  his  ovix  con- 
viction that,  in  the  arrangements  which  the  Danish  Go- 
vernment may  find  it  expedient  to  adopt  in  relation  Id  its 
West  India  trade,  it  wiU  not  lose  ^^ht  of  the  natural  and 
undoubted  advanta^s  which  it  derives  from  the  reJative 
geographical  situation,  and  the  respective  productions,  of 
me  Danish  islands  and  the  United  States. 

In  concluding  this  note,  the  underngned  cannot,  in 
justice  to  his  own  feelings,  refrain  from  expresrang  to 
General  Von  Scholten  his  deep  sense  of  the  satis&ction 
which  he  has  derived  from  the  n^k  and  fHendlv  nunner 
in  which  this  negotiation  has  been  opened  and  conducted 
by  General  Von  Scholten.  Such  dispoations  rould  not 
but  meet  with  a  full  reciprocstifm  on  the  part  of  this  Go- 
vernment; and  the  underngned  finds  in  these  mutual 
good  feelings  an  additional  cause  to  regret  that  it  could 
not  reconcile  with  its  own  sense  of  duty  and  expe£eiic} 
a  ready  acceptance  of  the  friendly  overtures  made  byllie 
Government  of  his  Danish  Majeatv. 

The  underugned  avails  himscff  of  this  opportuiuty  to 
renew  to  General  Von  Scludten  the  aanmtnceof  bisiaoR 
distinguiihed  condderation. 

K.  VAN  BUBEX. 

Gmerei  Von  SchoUen  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

WAsaTiseToir,  Ikcember  4,  1850- 
The  tmdersigned.  Major  Gen.  Von  Scholten,  Govern* 
General  of  Us  Danish  Majesty's  West  India  poeessor^ 
and  charged  with  a  special  missum  near  the  Umted  Stu^a' 
Government,  has  the  honor  to  acknovledgv  the  rec<i]H 
of  the  note  which  was  addressed  to  him  on  the  39th  uh'.- 
mo  by  Mr.  Martin  Van  Buren,  Secretary  of  State  of  A* 
United  States;  and,  while  he  laments  the  failure  of  h^ 
mission,  therein  communicated,  he  cannot  but  highly  ap- 
preciate the  fhinkness  and  candor  with  which  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  by  the  Freadent's  order,  has  entcredupco 
the  whole  question. 

It  is  not  for  the  underngned  to  put  any  constnictioa 
upon  the  engagements  into  which  uie  United  Slates'  G> 
vemment  may  nave  entered.  SufBce  it  to  say,  HaX  tSt 
Uiuted  States'  Government  has  expressed  itself  boundbj 
solemn  treaties  not  to  make  specific  duties  the  subjcrc  a 
reciprocity  in  a  commercial  intercourse  with  other  naliocs; 
and  the  underngned  must,  of  course,  abide  In-  that  dec- 
uon.  It  not  amy  removes  every  question  of  any  parti- 
cular convention  being  concluded  between  Denmark 
the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  tiic  colonial  tnie, 
but  precludes  even  the  possibility  of  any  act  of  Congrt* 
autliorizing  the  Prendent  of  the  Umted  States  to  recoce 
the  duties  witt\in  certain  limits  in  favor  of  any  particultf 
colony  or  nation  that  might  adopt  a  similar  or  specific  re- 
duction of  duties  in  return. 

But  although  specific  duties  may  not  enter  into  tbc 
commercial  arrangements  between  two  uttons,  it  cannci 
be  miuntained  that  no  reference  whatever  is  had  to  tb( 
duties  imposed  upon  commerce  by  spontaneous  I<;gisLit  a 
of  either  party.'  If  the  bounties  of  nature  were  eqiu^; 
'distributed  tm-ouj^hout  the  world,  and  erety  coudt^ 
'adapted  to  every  kind  of  production,  tttere  might  besa'«< 
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chance  of  Accommodatinff  industry  to  uiy  particular  le- 
gislation; but  when  the  production  of  a  country  is  mark- 
ed out  by  nature,  and  its  staples  naturally  confined  to  one 
or  two  ardcles,  which  is  the  case  with  the  island  of  St. 
Croix,  the  produce  of  which  connsts  exclunvely  of  suraT 
and  rum,  it  ia  evident  that  any  prDhibitbiy  duty  upon  the 
importation  of  those  articles  into  the  United  States  mil 
as  effectually  close  the  ports  of  the  United  States  against 
the  whole  industry  of  tnat  country  as  if  the  law  were  so 
expressed  in  direct  terms.  The  posaibih^  of  a  circuitous 
intercourse  by  the  means  of  the  industry  of  a  third  or 
fourth  nation,  cannot  be  assigned  is  an  adequate  compen- 
sation for  the  loss  of  a  direct  one,  which  must  be  allowed 
to  be  tiie  only  consideration,  in  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  between  two  countries,  rehtive  to  the  indostiy  of 
their  people.  A  fur  system  of  duties  and  imposts,  which 
shall  admit  the  possibility  of  an  exchange  of  commodl- 
ties,  appears,  therefore,  to  be  the  indispensable  condition 
contemplated  by  the  commercial  interest  througliout  the 
world;  and  a  departure  from  it,  by  exorbitant  and  prohi- 
bitory duties,  never  failed  to  draw  forth  coroplfunts  from 
the  parties  a^frieved,  though  the  present  state  of  cimi- 
merce  does  not  admit  of  amore  specific  ezpresmon.  From 
this  view  of  the  subject,  the  undersigned  cannot  relin- 
quish the  hope  that  it  may  be  deemed  fair  by  the  United 
States'  Government,  and  at  the  same  time  suit  its  own  m- 
tercst,  to  modify  and  reduce  the  present  duties,  which 
weigh  so  heavily  upon  the  staples  of  the  West  Int^es,  not 
OS  a  fevor  to  any  colony  in  particular,  but  as  a  general 
measure  only,  for  tlie  purpose  of  preserving  abeneficial  in- 
tcrcourae  with  the  West  Indies.  Whereas,  however,  the 
SecTL'tary  of  State  lias  stated  it  to  be  a  subject  which  the 
President  considers  as  being  under  the  peculiar  and  ap- 

Croppate  direction  of  Congress,  the  undersigned  is  appre- 
ensive  lest  be  should  be  wanting  in  his  duty  with  regard 
to  the  interest  confided  to  his  care,  if  he  did  not  most 
respectfidly  request  from  the  Prerident  that  the  Tarious 
observations  made  by  the  undervniedi  relative  to  the 
West  India  trade*  might  be  lud  before  ^  Legislature  of 
the  United  States,  which  shall  have  to  decide  upon  a  rule 
of  policy,  in  which  the  interest  of  a  most  important  part 
of  his  ^Iajesty's  possesions  is  so  deeply  concerned.  The 
uiidersiened  takes,  therefore,  the  liberty  to  request  the 
fiivor  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  submit  to  the  Preudent 
of  the  United  States  his  present  note. 

In  discnsnng  the  subject  of  a  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  his  Danish  Hajesh^'s  West 
India  possessions,  the  undersigned  has  proceeded  with 
frankness  and  candor,  and  is  happy  to  find  that  the  Secre- 
'.ai^-  of  State  has  done  him  the  justice  to  acknowledge  that 
[to  unfriendly  feelings  have  been  involved  in  the  ques- 
'ion.  From  an  impresuon  that  a  concentrated  trade  with 
Jie  United  States  would  be  more  beneficial  to  the  island 
)f  St.  Croiz,  as  susceptible  of  more  certunty  and  re^ur 
arity  in  its  operation  than  a  scattered  intercourse  with 
Europe  in  general,  the  trade  of  the  colony  was  actually 
\o  confined  by  law.  American  vesseb  were  the  only  fo- 
-ci^n  vessels  admitted  into  the  colony,  and  the  intercourse 
vitb  the  United  States  the  only  foreign  intercourse,  be- 
ronA.  the  West  India  seas*  allowed.  No  wonder*  tiien* 
hat  this  intocourse  should  have  increased  to  the  extent 
t  at  one  tbne  ioA,  nor  that  an  embarraaament  should  have 
>oen  felt  in  the  same  ratio,  when  the  resources  of  the 
■.olony  actually  were  rendered  unavailable  in  the  Ameri- 
•.■An  market.  This  having  been  the  case,  the  system  be- 
came no  longer  tenable  i  and,  in  explaiiung  that  circum- 
tance  to  the  United  States'  Government  the  undersigned 
tatters  himself  to  have  removed  every  unfavorable  im- 
tression  which  otherwise  might  result  from  the  adoption 
>f  a  new  system  for  the  ocdonial  trade  of  the  island  of 
>t.  Croix,  should  a  continuation  of  the  present  duties  in 
he  United  States  upon  the  staples  of  the  West  In^es 


render  the  same  indispensably  necessary:  he  feels,  how- 
ever, perfectly  satisfied  that  no  departure  from  the  present 
system  will  be  made  without  the  greatest  reluctance,  and 
mat,  therefore,  it  will  be  limited  to  such  measures  only 
as  the  interest  of  the  colony  may  be  deemed  imperiously 
to  require. 

Ahhougfa  the  negotiations  opened  by  th^  underwgned 
with  the  Secretary  of  State  have  not  led  to  a  result  &• 
vorable  to  the  views  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  yet  the 
undersigned  has  derived  great  satisfaction  from  the  good 
feeling  and  friendly  <fispontion  evinced  by  the  United 
States*  Government  upon  this  occasion,  and  which  pre- 
sents an  add^onal  pled^  of  that  good  understanding 
between  the  two  countries  which  it  will  no  leas  be  his 
Majesty's  desire  to  cultivate  and  improve. 

In  ccmcludinir  tUs  note,  the  undersigned  begs  leave  to 
express  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  fullest  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  courtesy  which  has  been  extended  to  him, 
and  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  tender  tO'  the 
Secretary  of  State  the  aasuiance  of  his  most  distii^uished 
consideration. 

P.  VON  8CH0LTEN. 

Hr.  Maana  Vah  Buaav, 

Suntary  of  State  of  tie  United  JSOatet. 

lb.  Vm  Btiren  to  General  Fan  SeHoUm. 

DsPAaTMUT  or  Stati, 

rras&tr^gten,  Dee.  10,  1830. 
The  onderttgned.  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  has  submitted  to  the  President  the  note  which 
Major  General  Von  Scholten,  GoTcrnor  General  of  his 
Danish  Majesty's  West  India  possesions,  and  tus  special 
miiusier  to  the  United  States,  was  pleaaed  to  addrass  to 
him  on  the  4th  instant,  in  reply  to  the  oge  which  the  un- 
dersigned, by  direction  of  the  President,  wrote  to  him  on 
the  SSth  iiltimo,  upon  the  subject  of  certain propontions 
Trtiich  he  had  maae  to  this  Govemnent,  for  the  regula- 
tion of  the  Gommermal  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  his  Danish  Majesty's  said  possessions. 

The underrigned  is  expressly  directed bythe  Prendent 
to  observe  to  General  Von  Scholten,  as  he  has  the  honor 
of  diMi^,  in  reply  to  this  last  commumcation  from  him, 
that,  in  tiie  exercise  of  the  high  ana  responnble  i^ty 
with  which  he  is  charged  br  the  constitution  and  laws  cS 
dtis  Uiuoo^in  regard  to  its  Rtrani  relations,  he  could  de- 
rive no  greater  satis&ction  than  from  a  cordial  and  zealous 
co-operation  with  his  Danish  Majesty  in  accommodating 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Danish  West  India  possessions  to  the  views  and 
widiea  of  his  Danish  Majesty  upon  tlic  subject,  as  far  as 
this  might  be  found  competent  to  bim,  and  not  incompatir 
ble  with  his  sense  of  the  paramount  interests  of  his  con- 
stituents, or  of  theu-  engagements  to  other  States.  Under 
these  dreumfltanoea,  me  undenigned  is  Ukewise  espe- 
daUy  instructed  by  the  Preudent  to  repeat  to  General 
Von  Scholten,  upon  the  present  occanon,  the  deep  re' 
gret  which  was  experienced  at  having  been  obliged,  by 
uie  considerations  which  ore  already  made  known  to  him, 
to  decline  acceding  to  the  overtures  of  General  Von 
Scholten,  in  behalfof  his  sovereign,  upon  that  important 
concern.  The  underngned  has  great  pleasure,  however, . 
in  stating,  by  direction  also  of  the  Prendent,  that  he  will 
take  an  early  opportunity,  in  confismiity  with  the  wish 
expressed  by  General  Von  Scholten,  to  submit  to  Con- 
gress, during  its  present  session,  a  copy  of  the  entire  cor- 
respondence which  has  passed  between  General  Von 
Scholten  and  this  department,  in  relation  to  the  prmiosed 
modification  of  tiie  commerdal  intercourse  referredTto. 

The  nndcTsigned  renews  to  General  Von  Scholten  the 
assunnce  of  hisdistingukhedconHderation. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
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General  Von.SdioUenU>  VmSuren. 

WAuiasToir,  JOeeaaher  11,  1B30. 
The  undeninwd.  Major  General  Von  Sch<^n,  Go- 
vernor General  of  Hia  Danidi  Majesty's  West  India  pos- 
leasions,  and  chared  wHh  a  special  miMon  to  the  United 
States'  Government,  has  the  honor  to  acknowled^  the 
receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  him  on  the  10th  of  this 


mercial  intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  aD  other 

f»art3  of  the  British  dominions  or  poseesmons  diould  l>c 
eft  on  a  footing  not  less  fevorable  to  the  United  State* 
than  it  now  isj  and  to  the  act  not  specifying  the  terms  upon 
which  British  vessels  coming  from  the  Northern  colonici 
:diould  be  admitted  to  entry  into  the  porta  of  the  United 
States,  an  apprehenrion  was  entertained  by  the  Govern- 


receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  him  on  the  10th  of  this  ^^^^  Qf  Great  Britain,  that,  under  the  contemplated  ir- 
monm  by  IMr.  Martin  Van  Buren,  Secretary  of  State  of  pan-gment,  claims  might  be  set  up,  on  our  part,  incoa- 


die  United  States,  oommuiucating  the  final  answer  fiwn 
the  Preadeht  ctf  the  Uiuted  States  respecting  the  propo- 
ntionsiiwde  by  Oie  unden^pied  for  die  regulation  of  the 
commerce  of  me  United  States  mth  bis  Danish  Majesty's 
possesnons;  which  propositions  are  pomtivel^  and  finally 
dedared  unacceptable  by  the  President,  but  m  such  terms 
and  spirit  of  friendly  di^osition  towards  bis  Danish  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  aa  cannot  (ail  to  prove  gratifying- 

With  respect  to  the  part?  of  the  above  note  communi- 
cating the  Pte«dent*s  content  to  the  reipectfiil  request 
of  the  undersigned,  that  his  fivrmer  statements  respecting 
the  Uiuted  Sl^es*  commerce  with  his  Danish  Majesty's 
West  India  poaeessions  might  be  laid  before  Congress,  the 
underngnea  begs  leave  to  express  his  fiill  sense  of  the 
readiness  and  unreserve  with  which  the  above  request, 
in  behalf  of  bis  Government,  has  been  acceded  to,  and 
his  nncere  hope  that  an  early  and  ftvorable  decision  upon 
the  desired  modification  in  their  commercial  intercourse 
may  still  render  a  continuation  of  the  same  possible. 

In  this  lu>pe,  and  relying  with  all  the  confidence  and 
security  which  the  libend  and  friendly  proceedings  of 
the  Secretaiy  of  State,  in  the  eourse  of  the  late  ne«>tia- 
tions,  so  justly  inspire,  upon  the  franlc  concurrence  of  the 
Uiuted  States'  Govenimcnt  for  tiie  attainment  of  the  (rt>- 
ject  in  view,  the  underrigned  oonnders  the  interest  of 
tnf  Danirii  Muesty's  West  India  possesnons  in  the  dc- 
nred  modificatxm  as  tinis  more  secure  than  his  own  con- 
tinued presence  could  pofsibly  render  it;  and  begs  leave, 
in  case  of  any  additional  information  or  communication 
being  required,  to  refer  the  Secretary  of  State  to  his 
Danuh  Majesty's ehsrgtf  d'afiiures,  Chevafiv  Steen  Bille, 
for  such. 

The  undervgned  has,  therefore,  in  oonclunon,  only  to 
add  the  renewed  assoranees  of  the  high  gratification  and 
pleasure  derived  from  the  courtety  and  frankness  with 
which  the  late  negotiations  have  invariably  been  marked 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States'  Government,  and  to  re- 
quest the  fiivor  of  the  Secretary  of  State  tha^he  will  re- 
ceive tiie  Prendent's  directions  respecting  the  time  when 
it  may  be  hw  pleasure  to  allow  the  undenignedthe  honor 
of  wuting  on  lum,  previous  to  Us  departure  from  the  dty. 

The  underngned  anub  himself  of  the  present  opportu- 
nity to  tender  to  the  Secretary  of  State  tbe  assunmce  of 
hia  ImA  conwleration. 

F.  V.  SCHOLTEN. 

TRADE  WITH  BRITISH  COLONIES. 
Message  from  the  Preadent  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting the  papers  relating  to  the  recent  arrangement 
in  relation  to  the  trade  between  tiie  United  States  and 
the  British  coloTues,  &c. 

Ththe  SenaU  of  the  Vnited  StaUs.- 

I  communicate  to  Congress  the  papers  relating  to  the 
recent  arrangement  with  Great  Britiun,  with  respect  to 
the  trade  between  her  colonial  possesaons  and  the  United 
States,  to  which  reference  was  made  in  my  message  at 
tlic  opening  of  the  present  session. 

It  will  appear  from  those  documents,  that,  owing  to  the 
omission,  in  the  act  of  the  29th  May  last,  of  a  clause  ex- 
pressly restricting  importations  into  the  British  coloiues 
in  American  vessek  to  the  productions  of  the  United 
States;  to  tiie  amendment  engrailed  upon  that  act  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  provi^ng  that,  when  the  trade 
with  the  West  India  colonies  shoiaJd  be  opened,  the  com* 


rangement,  claims  might  be  set  up,  on  our  part, 
Mstent  with  the  proportions  submitted  by  our  nunislcr, 
and  with  the  terms  to  which  she  was  willing  to  agree; 
and  that  this  circumstance  led  to  explanations  between 
Mr.  McLane  and  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  respecting  the 
intentions  of  Congress,  and  the  true  constructkm  to  be 
given  to  the  act  referred  to. 

To  the  interpretation  given  by  them  to  that  act,  I  did 
not  hesitate  to  agree.  It  was  quite  clear  that,  in  adopt- 
ing the  amendment  referred  to.  Congress  could  not  have 
intended  to  preclude  future  alterations  in  the  ciirt/ng 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  other  parts  of 
the  British  dominionst  and  the  suppon6oa  feat  the  onus- 
won  to  restrict,  in  terms,  the  importatirau  to  the  produc- 
tions of  the  country  to  which  the  vessels  respectiTe!^- 
belong,  was  intentional,  was  precluded  by  the  pn^Kwi- 
tions  previously  made  by  this  Government  to  thit  of  Great 
Britain,  and  which  were  before  Congress  st  the  tnne  of 
the  passage  of  the  act,  by  the  principles  wluch  eoven 
the  mariSne  lenslation  of  die  two  countries,  and  by  the 
provinom  of  me  existing  cwnmerdal  treaty  betweea 

them.  .  ,        .   , 

Actuated  by  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  convinced 
that  it  was  in  accordance  with  the  real  intentionB  of  Con- 

Sess,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  give  eifect  to  the  arrangenicirt, 
issuing  the  required  prochunation,  of  which  a  ca^j  a 
likewise  herewith  eommuiucated. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 


Uatofptam  acmmpanying  ike Akatage     &e  Praiiat 
'  of  the  3d  January,  1831. 

Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  HcLsm, 
dated  aCMh  July,  1829.  _     ^  ^  ^  ^ 

Extract  of  a  letter  fircun  same  to  same,  dated  5th 
gust,  1829.  .         ,  r 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  McLane  to  the  Earl  <rt  Aber- 
deen, dated  12th  December,  1829. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr. 
McLane,  dated  14th  December,  1829. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  McLiv. 
dated  26th  Dccember,-1829. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  McLane  to  the  £ari  ni  -Vber- 
de?D,  dated  16th  March,  1820. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  UcLane  to  Mr.  Van  Bums. 
dated  6tii  April,  1830. 

Extract  oi  a  letter  frMtt  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  McLsse, 
dated  18tii  June,  1830. 

Copy  of  aletter  from  Mr.  HcLaae  to  the  Em1«  Abe^ 
dcen.  dated  12th  July,  1830. 

Copy  of  a  letter  ftom  same  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  datrt 
20th  August,  1830. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Jr 
McLane,  dated  17th  August,  1830. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  McLaK- 
datedSth  October,  1830. 

Copy  of  a  proclamation  of  the  Preadent.  dated  5u 
October,  1830. 

Copy  of  a  circular.  Instructions  from  the  Treasnn  » 
the  coUeetors,  dated  6th  October,  1830. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  MclAoe  to  Mr.  VanBiii« 
dated  6th  November,  18S0. 

Copy  of  aletter  from  Mr.  McLane  to  th<»  Earl  of  Abe: 
deen,  dated  3d  November,  1830. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr. 
McL.ane,  dated  5th  Norember,  1830. 

Copy  of  the  British  tader  in  council,  dated  5th  No- 
vember, 1830. 

-  Copy  of  the  BritiBh  schedule  of  .dutiei. 

Extract  of  a  letter  ttma  Mr.  MCLane  to  Mr.  Vui  Buren, 
dated  SSdNorember.  1830.  • 

Extrada  of  a  ktttr  from  Mr.  Van  Burm  (o  Mr.  MeLantt 
JaiedJufyM,lSi9. 

First.  The  iradehehoemt^lhiitd Statu  and  thtBritiA 
.American  cohniea. — The  poBcy  of  the  United  States  in 
Telation  to  their  commercial  intercourse  with  other  na* 
tions  is  founded  on  principles  of  perfect  ec^uall^  and 
Tcciprocity.  By  the  adoption  of  these  principles,' they 
have  endeavored  to  relieve  themselves  from  me  discus- 
sions, discontents,  and  emban-assments,  inseparable  from 
the  imposition  of  burdensome  discriminations.  Tliese 
principles  were  avowed  whilst  tliey  were  yet  strug^linif 
for  their  independence,  are  recorded  in  their  firet  treaty, 
and  have  since  been  adhered  to  with  the  most  scrupulous 
fidelity'.  In  the  ^-ear  1815  they  repealed  all  theu*  acts 
imposing  discriminating^  tonnage  duties  on  foreign  ships 
or  vessels,  and  of  impost,  so  far  as  respected  the  produce 
or  manufacture  of  the  nations  to  wluch  mch  foreign  ships 
or  i-esscls  mirht  bclOn|^t  "ucb  repeal  to  take  effect  m 
favor  of  any  foreign  nation  which  should  abolish  similsr 
duties,  so  far  is  they  operated  to  die  disadvantage  of  the 
United  States. 

In  the  year  1817,  they  restricted  the  importation  lYito 
the  United  States,  in  foreign  vessels,  to  articles  of  the 
growth,  produce,  ormanunctureof  tiie  countryto  which 
such  vessels  belonged,  or  ai  could  onhr  be,  or  vrere  most 
ustially,  shipped  in  the  first  instance  from  such  countrj  i 
provided  that  such  regulations  should  not  eirtend  to  the 
vessels  of  any  foreign  nation  which  had  not  adopted,  or 
should  not  adopt,  a  similar  regulation  with  regard  to  them. 

In  the  year  1834,  they  declnred  the  suspension  of  all 
fliscriminating  duties,  in  relation  to  the  vessels  and  pro- 
duce of  seversl  European  nations,  pnd  of  their  territories 
in  Europe,  which  had  accepted  of  the  tenns  proffered 
by  the  act  of  1815,  and  conferred  authotily  upon  the 
President  to  extend  the  same  exemptitm  to  all  nations 
thereafter  complying  with  its  requirements;  and  in  1828 
an  act  was  passed,  authorizing  the  President  to  extend 
tlic  exemption  in  regard  to  alien  duties,  which,  by  the 
acts  of  1815  and  18^  was  restricted  to  the  productions 
of  the  country  to  vhicb  the  vessel  belong  to  the  pro- 
ductions of  any  foreign  country  Imported  mto  the  United 
States  in  the  vessels  of  any  nation  which  would  allow  a 
similar  exemption  in  lavor  of  the  United  States. 

The  terms  proposed  by  our  act  of  1815  were  Adopted 
in  the  commercial  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  in  Hht  same  year,  which  has  been  twice  ex- 
tended, and  is  now  in  full  force.  By  it,  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the  Briti^ 
posscsrions  in  Europe  is  establiBlied  upon  just  and  c^ial 
terms.  The  United  States  denred  to  place  their  trade 
with  tile  Briti^  American  coloniea  on  the  same  footing. 
'I1ie  Government  of  Great  Britain  would  not  tlien  consent 
to  that  arrangementi  and  it  was  consequently  stipulated 
in  the  treaty  that  the  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  his  Britannic  Majesify's  poaacanoM  in  the  West 
Indies,  and  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  ^ould 
not  be  affected  by  any  of  its  provisons,  and  that  each 
party  lAiould  remain  in  complete  posseswonofita  respect- 
ive rights  with  re^ird  to  such  intercourse.  The  trade 
and  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
colonies  previous  to,  and  at  that  time,  were  such  only  aa 
were  permitted  by  British  legislation,  or  regulation  by 
nrdera  in  council.  ]t  had  always  been  of  a  restricted 
ind  unequal  ehtiaeter,  and  e\'ery  previous  attempt  to 


place  it  upon  just  terms  had  wholly  foiled.  Since  1815, 
both  Governments  have  uniformly  admitted  it  to  be  their 
belief  that  a  commercial  intercourse  betwfcen  the  United 
States  and  the  British  colonial  posseosions  referred  to, 
upon  terms  of  fiur  reciprocity,  would  promote  thor  mu- 
tual Interests. 

To  estabUsh  it  upon  such  terms  has  always  been  the 
sincere  object  of  this  country,  ,and,  until  a  very  late  pe- 
riod, the  avowed  wish  of  Great  Britain. 

Ilie  twelve  years  which  have  elapsed,  have,  with  occa- 
nonal  intermission,  been  employed  in  endeavon  to  ar- 
range those  terms  by  negotiation,  or  to  secure  them 
through  the  ^ency  of  separate  lenslative  enaetmentst 
and,  althw^  the  two  Govemments  nave  mere  than  once 
concurred  in  each  other's  views  as  to  the  conditions  to 
which  they  would  assent,  their  respective  acts  have  re- 
sulted in  the  almost  entire  suppression  of  the  trade.  Since 
the  1st  December,  1836,  there  has  been  a  total  non-inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  the  British  American 
colomes  in  British  vessels,  and  the  same  in  regard  to 
American  vessels,  (with  the  exception  of  the  permisnon 
allowed  to  the  latter  to  carry  on  a  direct  trade  with  th* 
British  North  American  possessions,  the  Bahama  islands, 
and  the  island  of  AnguiUa,  upon  terms  prescribed  by 
Great  Britain  alone.)'  The  nets  of  tfic  two  Govemments 
which  have  led  to  tlus  result,  are  so  intimi^ly  connected 
idth  the  podtiona  which  they  respectively  occupy,  and 
of  a  nature  calctdated  to  have  so  much  influence  on  the 
measures  of  conciliation  and  redress  which  may  be  adopt- 
ed, as  to  render  it  important  that  they  should  be  fully 
known  and  accurately  understood.  Your  participation  in 
the  public  councils  has  given  you  a  general  view  of  their 
principal  outiinesf  but  it  is  thou^t  advisable  to  Airnish 
you  with  a  more  particular  exposition  than  the  o^iportu- 
nitics  you  Itavc  et^oyed  would  allow  you  to  obtain.  A 
veiy  brief  sketch  of  such  as  are  most  prominent,  is,  with 
this  view,  submitted  1o  you. 

The  direct  trade  between  the  United  Stales  and  Great 
Britain  was  found  to  be  so  interwoven  with,  and  de- 
pendent upon,  that  between  the  United  States  and  the 
colonics,  as,  in  a  great  measure,  to  deprive  the  former 
of  the  advantages  intended  to  be  secured  to  them  by  the 
treaty  of  1815,  so  long  as  the  intercourse  of  the  colonies 
was  monopolized  by  British  navigaton.  Several  efforts 
were  conseriuently  made,  between  the  years  1815  and 
1818,  to  induce  the  British  Government  to  adjust  Uiis 
colHsion  of  interests  by  amicable  ne^tiation.  The^  were 
unsuccessful.  In  1817,  a  proposition  was  submitted  to 
oor  minister  at  I^ndon,  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Fbreign  Affairs,  Lord  Casflcreagh,  which  was  said  to 
eontun  all  that  could  then  be  assented  to  by  Great  Britain 
towards  admitting  the  United  States  to  a  particip.ition  in 
the  trade  between  them  and  the  colonies.  By  this  it  was 
proposed  to  extend  to  the  United  States  the  provisions  of 
their  free  port  acts,  which  authorized  a  limited  trade  with 
portions  of  her  colonies  to  the  colonial  inhabitants  of  fo- 
reign European  possessions,  in  vessels  of  one  deck,  with 
some  adfUbonal  provtriona  in  relation  to  the  trade  with 
Bermuda,  I'urk's  hiand,  and  the  British  territories  in 
North  America. 

The  terms  contained  in  this  proportion  were  decided 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales  to  be  inadmissi- 
ble, and  countervtuling  measures  were  resorted  to. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  April,  1818,  (;on- 
ceming  navigation,  was  passed.  Its  object  was  to  coun- 
teract acts  of  a  like  character  long  before  existing  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britun,  restrictive  of  the  trade  with  her 
colonies  in  vessels  of  the  Untied  States.  By  that  act  the 
ports  of  the  United  States  were  closed  against  British 
vessels  commg  from  any  Britidi  colony  which  was,  by  the 
or^naiy  laws  of  navigation  and  trade,  closed  agunst  ves- 
sels of  the  United  Stmtesi  and  British  veMeh  smlnig  with 
oaigoes  from  ports  of  4ie  United  States  were  Iwd  under 
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bonds  to  land  their  cames  in  some  poK  or  place  other  land  opened  our  ports  to  a  £Rct  tade  cnlf  viUi  nch  of 
than  acdony  clMcd  against  rewela  oS  the  Voited  Slates,  the  British  colomal  porta  as  had  been  opened  to  as  bv  die 
The  neffotiatkm-was  hi  the  aame  year  renewed,  andjact  of  Farltaaieiit  of  June,  1832,  nbjMl^  as  thin^  ihen 
another  sttem&t,  equally  unsuccessful,  was  made  to  open  stood,  to  the  payment,  by  Bittish  reaaels,  of  oar  alkn  n 
the  trade,  ana  e»tahUih  it  upon  principles  which  were 


claimed  by  our  Government  to  be  those  of  fair  reciprocity. 

The  act  of  Congreis  of  the  15th  of  Hay,  1820,  "  sup- 
plementar>-  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  concemioe  navi- 
gation,' "  followed.  By  it.  the  ports  of  the  L'nited  Stales 
vere,  after  a  certain  c»y,  dosed  sgaiiist  Britiiih  veaaela 
coming  or  arriving  by  sea  from  any  British  colonial  port 
in  the  West  Indies  or  America;  and  sinular  bonds  were 
rrc^uired  from  British  vessels  sailing  from  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  not  to  land  their  cafgocs  in  any  Britiah 
American  colony.  Articles  of  British  West  Indian  and 
North  American  produce  were  allowed  by  this  act  to  be 
imported  into  the  United  States,  only  threct  from  the 
colony  of  which  thev  were  wholly  the  produce,  growth, 
or  manu&eture.  Thus  establishing  a  iion4ntercourse  in 
British  vessels  with  all  the  Brilidi  American  colonies,  and 
prohibiting  the  introduction  into  the  United  States  of  all 
articles  tlie  produce  of  those  coloniei^  except  that  of  each 
coloi^  imptnled  directly  from  itself. 

Such  was  the  relative  state  of  the  intercourse  between 
the  United  Slates  and  the  British  colonies,  respectively, 
from  September,  1820,  till  the  passing  of  the  act  of  Par- 
liament of  the  34th  of  June,  1832,  and  the  consequent 
proclamation  of  the  PrendenL 

By  the  actof  the6thof  May,  1822,  in  anticipation  of  the 
passage  of  the  British  act  last  referred  to.  Congress  autho- 
rized the  President,  upon  his  being  satjs6ed  that  the  British 
colonial  ports  were  opened  to  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  to  open  their  ports  to  British  vessels  upon  term^  of 
reciprocal  advantage.  TbeactufParliamentof  June,  1822, 
repealed  several  existing  acts,  and  opened  certun  of  the 
colonial  ports  to  the  admission  of  American  vessels  laden 
with  certain  articles  of  American  produce,  upon  specified 
conditions,  and  restricting  the  intercourse  to  the  direct 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  the  colonies.  The 
President,  by  his  proclamation^  issued  immediately  after 
the  receipt  of  the  British  act,  opened  Uie  porta  of  the 
United  States  to  British  vessels  engaged  in  the  colonial 
trade,  subject  to  a  like  restriction,  ana  upon  terms  which 
were  deemed  to  be  of  reciprocal  and  equal  advantage, 
but  retaining  our  discriminating  duties.  The  retention 
of  the  disctminoting  duties  was  made  the  subject  of  com- 
plaint and  discunion  on  the  part  of  the  Briti^  Govern- 
ment. The  measure  was  justified  by  ours,  as  being  only 
a  fair  equivalent  for  the  imposition  of  protecting  duties 
on  American  produce  in  all,  and  export  duliei  in  some,  of 
the  colonies. 

The  King  had,autbority,  by  act  of  Parliament,  to  inter- 
act the  trMC  to  all  nations  which  refused  to  allow  privi- 
leges to  Britiah  vessels  engaged  in  the  c(^nial  trade, 
equal  to  tliose  granted  to  foreign  vessels  by  the  act  of  the 
24th  of  June,  1823,  and,  nlst^  to  impose  countervailing 
duties,  but  neither  power  wasthen  exercised. 

The  act  of  Congress^the  1st  of  March,  1823,  was  the 
next  material  step  in  the  movements  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments. At  the  period  of  its  passage,  tlie  two  countries 
were  engttged  in  an  extensive  and  valuable  tnule  between 
the  United  States  and  the  colonies  by  virtue  the  Btitidi 
act  of  Parliament  and  the  President's  proclamation,  our 
discriminating  duties  remainingunrepealed,  butcontinuing 
to  be  a  cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

The  influence  which  the  passage  of  this  act  has  ob- 
viously had  uf  on  tlie  cuurse  of  aflurs  in  relation  to  the 
tratle  in  question,  together  with  the  circttmsUnce  that  the 
donng  of  our  ports  was  tlie  effect  of  its  terms,  renders  it 
important  that  its  provisions  should  be  distinctly  under- 
stood.   They  were,  in  subrtance,  the  following: 

1st.  It  continued  the  suspension  of  the  acts  of  1818  and 
1830,  already  effected  by  the  President's  proclamation. 


discriminating  duties. 

3dly.  It  put  fixth  a  daiin,  which  had  beea  previouh 
advanced  br  us  in  our  negotjatioiis  upon  Uie  aiUiject,  bifl 
always  resisted  by  Great  Britain,  viz.  that  no  heftier  do- 
ties  should  be  imposed  upoa  the  praductioiis  of  die  United 
States  in  the  Bntidi  cMonia]  port^  than  vpon  those  of 
Great  Britain  herself  or  her  other  ct^kmies,  and  wlucli 
had  been  levied  for  the  protectioo  of  their  own  produce. 
This  waa  done  by  giving  an  authority  to  the  President  to 
suspend  the  payment  of-  our  diacrnninatin^  duties  by 
British  vessels  comif^fiun  the  c(4o«iea,  upon  being  «tif- 
fied  that  no  such  duties  were  levied  in  Ukc  coknie*  OB  our 
produce,  and  by  declaring  that,  until  -such  evidence  vst 
given,  payment  should  cimtinue  to  be  exacted. 

5^y.  It  restricted  the  trade  to  such  Britisfa  Tcateb  «s 
had  come  directly  fr«n  the  colonial  VOrtM,  and  had  not 
touched  at  any  other  port  afUr  they  left  the  ctAony. 

^khly.  it  declared  that  lb  (uvvinons  dioald  only  be  in 
Awce  so  long  as  the  privil^es  rnurted  by  Hint  act  of  Par> 
liament  of  June,  18&,  were  allowed  to  our  vcsBdl^  and 
that  if,  at  any  time  thereafter,  the  trade,  *x  any  part  of  it, 
was  prohibited  to  us  by  Great  Britain,  through  an  act 
Parliament  or  order  in  couiumI,  and  that  bxA  procUimed 
by  the  Prendeat,  each  and  every  of  ita  provisions  should 
cease,  and  the  acts  of  1818  and  1930  be  revived  and  in 
full  force. 

The  passage  of  this  act  was  followed  by  the  exertase 
oftbeauthtvity  given  to  the  King  to  tn^iosc  countena^ 
ing  dullest  atn  they  were  accmdingly  imposed  to  m 
amount  equal  to  ours,  by  an  order  in  council  of  the  Slst 
July,  18^,  upion  all  American  vessels  and  thdr  cargoet 
amving  in  the  colonial  ports.  Under  these  reciprocal 
impositions,  the  trade  between  the  United  St^es  andtbe 
cohnues  was  carried  on  from  that  time,  until  it  was  up- 
pressed  by  both  GorenuQent^  in  the  mnnner  hernoafter 
stated. 

The  negotiation  was  resumed  by  Mr.  Rush  in  Jaiman-, 
1834.  In  its  course,  propositions  fiw '  regulatkig  the 
trade  were  submitted  by  him,  which  received  the  afcat 
of  the  British  plenipotentiaries,  with  the  exception 
that  prohibiting  the  impontion  wT  protecting  duties  in  d^ 
colonies,  to  which  their  ^asent  was  expressed  in  ^ 
strongest  terms. 

Mr.  Rush's  instructions  precluded  him  ftom  aettEi^ 
the  matter  upon  any  other  terms,  and  the  negotiation^ 
was  suspended  in  the  month  of  June  following- 

On  the  5th  of  July,  1825,  an  act  of  Parliament  Vti 
passed,  allowing  the  trade  with  the  Britiah  <»3loniet  s 
North  America,  and  the  West  Indies,  to  all  forein  la- 
tiona,  upon  conditions  which  will  be  herenfter  refeired 
to.  It  limited  the  privileges  thus  granted  to  fare«n  ves- 
sels, to  the  ^lips  of  those  countries^  not  having  colowes, 
which  should  place  the  commerce  and  nan^ttm  of 
Great  Britiun,  and  her  possessions  abroad,  upon  the  Gxx- 
ing  of  the  moat  &vored  nation,  unless  the  King,  br  order 
in  council,  should  in  any  cast  deem  it  expedioit  to  grui 
tite  whole  or  any  of  such  privileges  to  ue  slupa  of  as* 
ffUcigB  countiy,  althmwh  the  required  ouMlition  waano^ 
in  alTrespects,  complied  with  by  such  countiy. 

M.r.  King  was  sent  to  England  in  the  summer  of 
but  without  instniclions  upon  tlus  point.    His  contiB»ed 
indispoffition  induced  him  to  return  in  the  nunmer  ^ 
1826,  and  during  that  period  no  step  was  tnfcenby  vAibc 
Government. 

In  the  winter  of  1835-'6,  nn  Attempt  was  made  a 
Congress  to  meet  the  act  of  Parifaunent  of  July,  1825. 
correspondent  legidation,  but  it  failed;  and  ahhougfa  xix 
trade  nu^bt,  and  most  probiJsly  would,  have  been  saveil. 
if  the  act  then  introdtieed  had  become  a  law,  it  is  orrcr- 
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letcfls  true,  as  has  been  atated*  that  it  vould  not  have 
een  a  strict  cMnpUanee  mththe  Brltiahac^  if  It  had 

iKssed. 

In  the  aomnKr  of  1836,  Mr.  Gallatin  was  aent  to  Eiw- 
ind  with  inatruetions,  wl^ch  anttioriz«l  him  to  eoDchioe 
n  arrangement  of  the  coloiual  question  upon  terms  sub- 
tantiaily  tiie  same  with  those  which  were  offered  by  the 
tritish  plenipotentiaries  to  Mr.  Hush  in  1834i  bat  his  au- 
tiority  was  confined  to  an  adjustment  by  treaty  atipu- 
ttion. 

On  the  37th  <^  July,  1836,  the  King,  by  order  in  coim- 
»1,  founded  upon  the  act  of  ParUanient  of  July,  1825, 
leclared  that  the  United  States  had  not  complied  with 
he  conditions  of  the  act,  and  therefore  direct«l  that  the 
rade  and  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the 
^eater  part  of  the  British  odonial  ports  should  cease  from 
.nd  after  the  first  day  of  December  then  foUowinr. 

Mr.  Gallatin  srriTed  in  England  a  few  days  after  the 
mblication  of  those  orders  in  council.  The  determi- 
lation  of  the  Briti^  Government  to  decUne  all  further 
lef^tlation  upon  the  subject,  was  promptly  and  defiiri- 
ively  announced  to  him.  The  foiutdation  of  this  dcter- 
nination  wasavowedtoconMSt  principally  in  the  reiterated 
efusals  of  ttus  Government  to  accept  of  the  only  terms 
o  wtiich  Great  Britain  would  agree,  and  a  subsequent 
change  of  the  coloiual  policy  of  that  Government,  bv 
>peiiin^  her  colonial  ports  to  all  foreign  nations  upon  the 
wnditions  set  forth  m  their  acts  of  Pariiament.  The 
vholc  Kubject  was  hid  before  Congress  by  the  Presi* 
lent  in  the  winter  of  lSi7,  and  an  unsuocessfitl  attempt 
nade  to  obtain  the  passage  of  a  law  requiting  our  ports 
o  be  closed  also.  Congress  having  adjoumed  without 
loing  any  thioK  in  the  matter,  the  President,  by  his  pro- 
:himiLtion  dated  the  17tli  day  <^  March,  1827,  declared 
^e  trade  between  the  United  States  and  all  the  British 
H>Ionie^  with  which  it  had  been  allowed  by  the  act  of 
Parliament  of  1832,  to  be  prohibited,  and  tiie  acts  of  Con- 
pvss  of  1818  and  1830  to  be  revived. 

On  the  16th  of  July,  1827,  another  Briti^  order  in 
:ouncil  was  issued,  embracing  the  regulation  of  the  colo- 
kial  trade  with  Great  Britain  with  all  nations;  reciting  the 
jitssage  of  an  act  of  Parliament,  by  which  it  was  dechred 
hat  one  year  from  the  time  of  passing  the  act  of  July, 
>835,  should  be  the  period  in  which  an  acceptance  of  its 
iroviuons  by  foreign  nations  should  be  valid}  declaring 
ivbat  nations  bad  so  accepted  the  same,  uid  donng  their 
MJrts  against  all  those  that  had  not:  among  the  Utter,  the 
[Jnited  States  were  included. 

The  extent  and  operations  of  our  acts  of  1818  and  1830 
lave  been  before  stated.  The  commeroial  relations 
)etween  the  United  States  and  the  British  colonies.have 
>een  regulated  by  their  jworinons,  and  the  Britiah  order 
n  conned  of  July,  1837,  from  that  period  to  the  present 
lay.  By  instiuctiona  from  this  department,  of  the  11th 
t{  April,  1837,  Mr.  Gallatin  was  authmized  to  announce 
o  ttie  Government  of  Great  Britun  the  acquiescence  of 
his  in  the  proposition  that  tlie  colonial  trade  should  be 
egulated  by  law,  and  to  ascertain  the  dispontion  of  the 
Intish  Government  to  open  the  trade  by  separate  acts  of 
egislation.  This  was  dutincthr  done  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  in 
lis  note  to  Lord  JDudley  of  4th  of  Jnne,  1837.  He 
ras  further  informed  Uiai  the  President  was  willing  to 
ecommend  to  Congress,  at  'n»  next  season — ' 

1st  To  suspend  the  alien  duties  on  British  vessels  and 
argoes,  and  to  allow  their  entry  into  our  ports  with  the 
ame  kind  of  British  coloiual  produce  as  may  be  imported 
n  American  vessels — (he  vesseb  of  both  countries  paying 
iqual  charges. 

2dly.  To  ahtdiah  the  restrictions  in  the  act  of  1833  to 
tte  direct  interoouiK  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  celooMS,  thus  leuring  Qteat  Britaun  in  the  ezelu- 
ive  poiwpssion  itf  the  esouitoui  trade  between  Great 
trit^n  proper  through  hat  ooloiues;  and  he  was  Erected 
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to  inquire  whether  tiie  psssage  of  an  act  of  Congress  to ' 
that  effect  would  lead  to  the  revopation  of  the  order  in 
council  of  July,  1826,  to  the  abdition  of  the  discriminating 
duties  on  Ameriean  vesseis'jn  the  Biitidi  cidoiual  ports, 
and  to  tiie  ei^oyment  by  our  veMels  the  advantages 
offered  by  the  act  of  the  5th  of  July,  1835.  The  effect 
of  these  concesrion^  it  was  pointed  Out  to  him,  would  be 
a  waiver  of  Uie  clahn  of  the  United  States,  as  made  in  the 
act  of  March,  1833,  tothe  admisnon  into  the  colonial  ports 
of  our  produce  upon  the  payment  of  the  same  duties  as 
rimilar  produce  from  other  parts  of  the  Brttlih  powei 
sions  was  required  to  pay. 

No  answer  was  made  1^  the  British  GoremmeBt  to  Mr. 
Gallatin's  note  of  the  4th  of  June,  1837,  umooneing  the 
willingness  of  tlus  Government  to  arrange  the  trade  by 
separate  le^dation;  and  Mr.  Canning,  on  being  applied 
to  by  Mr.  Gallatin  to  know  whether  he  might  eiq>ect  a 
reply,  informed  turn  that  such  was  not  the  intention;  that 
they  considered  that  note  as  merely  fomishing  explan»< 
tionst  and  be  expreaaed  hbsurptise  that  any  wnbt  eoold 
eidst  as  to  the  final  dispontaoa  of  the  Biitidi  QaremmetA 
upon  that  subjecL 

After  Mr.  Canning's  deMh,  the  willingness  of  the 
United  States  to  accept,  through  the  medium  separate 
legislation,  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Parliament  of  the  Sth 
July,  1835,  was  again  communicated  by  Mx.  GaUatiAto 
the  British  Government,  by  a  note  to  LovdDudl^  cf  the 
17th  August,  1827,  in  which  he  requested  to  be  informed 
whether,  if  Congress  complied  with  the  recommendations 
which  Oe  President  was  willing  to  make,  the  United 
States  would  be  adnutted  to  the  trade  and  intercourse 
allowed  by  the  act  of  Parliament  of  the  5th  July,  1835. 

Mr.  Huskisson,  in-  a  subsequent  conference,  informed 
Mr.  Gsllatin  that  Great  Britain  conndered  the  colonial  in- 
tercourse as  exchinvely  under  her  contnd,  snd  that  what> 
ever  terms  nught  be  granted  to  foreigners,  would  be  con- 
sidered as  an  indulgence;  tiwt  he  was  not  prepared  to  say 
whether,  in  any  way, 'or  tf  atall,  on  what  terms  it  woalA 
be  opened  to  ttie  Uuted  Stetea^  in  case  of  thdr  repealing* 
their  restrictive  acta. 

Lord  Dudley,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  letters  of  the 
4th  June  and  17th  August,  after  reviewing  thdl^rounds 
urged  by  the  United  States  to  justify  tfaemsehres  m  omiU 
ting  to  accept  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Pariiament  of  July, 
1835,  declined  conumttii^  the  Britiah  Government  as  to 
tiieir  course  in  the  event  of  the  United  Stetes  adc^tiaf 
the  measures  proposed,  on  the  following*  grounds,  viz. 
1st,  That  mu<^  must  of  necessity  depend  upon  the  details 
of  the  act  which  Congress  might  paast  3dly,  more  on  the 
condition  of  the  country  at  the  time  of  the  passage,  and 
the  views  iriiich  the  Britidi  Goremment  nugnfc  then  have 
of  their  mterest  in  the  mattert  and*  Sdfy,  that  H^jrtvul^ 
tions  on  the  subject  woeld  be  a  virtual  depattore  mm 
the  groumltakenbyliiBGoTeniment  torMulste  theljade 
by  Uw,  and  to  decline  all  fiutiw  n^otiaticm  omoara* 
bg  it. 

'  The  last  information  in  the  poewsnon  of  this  Govern- 
ment, in  rel^ion  to  the  views  of  the  present  British  outt' 
istry  upon  tins  subject,  is  derived  from  Mr.  Barbour  in 
January  last  He  state*  that,  in  a  comownieatioa  held 
with  Lord  Aberdeen,  in  die  presence  of  the  Duke  of  Wet 
liiwton,  the  former  enressed  his  derire  ^  having  the 
_  .rontal  trade  question  judiciotisiy  adjusted,  and  his  convic- 
tion that  the  interdict  waa  injurious  to  the  colonies,  with- 
out a  proportionate  benefit  to  any  other  section  of  the 
empire.  But,  from  subsequent  ccmversation  with  his  lord- 
ship, and  from  information  derived  fVow  other  source^ 
Mr.  Barbour  was  induced  to  believe  thet  tiw  British  Oo> 
vemment  does  not  contemplate  any  relaxation  of  ita  colo- 
nial n'stem  in  favor  of  this  country;  that  our  late  tariff 
togeuier  with  a  itrong  cmviction  of  their  incapad^rto 
compete  npon  equal  tenna  with  our  navigatioa,  cmitri- 
butea  to  tins  diip«iMtian{  and  thai  tlwt  Goranmeirt  would 
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'wiUing'ly  withdraw  the  privileges  of  tradii^  with  its  colo- 
nies, which  it  bu  granted  to  otiier  nationa,  if  thxt  could 
convenientiy  be  done. 

Such  is  the  present  state  of  our  coDUnercisl  relations 
wiUi  the  BritisQ  colonies;  and  such  the  steps  by  which  we 
have  arrived  at  it. 

In  reviewing'  the  events  which  have  preceded,  and  more 
or  less  contributed  to,  a  result  so  much  to  be  regretted, 
there  will  be  found  three  grounds  upon  which  we  are  most 
assailable ;  first,  in  our  too  long  and  too  tenaciously  renst- 
inr  the  right  Great  Britain  to  impose  protectii^  duties 
inner  colonies;  secondly,  in  not  rehenng  her  vessels  frtmi 
^e  restriction  of  returning  direct  from  the  United  States 
to  the  ctdonies,  after  permisuon  had  been  given  by  Great 
Britun  to  our  vessels  to  clear  out  from  the  colonies  to  any 
otlier  than  a  British  port;  and,  thirdly,  in  ooutting  to  ac- 
cept the  terms  oflered  by  the  act  of  I^liament  of  July, 
1835,  afterthe  subject  had  been  brought  beibrc  Congress, 
and  deliberately  acted  upon  by  our  Government.  It  is, 
without  doubt,  to  the  combined  operation  of  these  causes 
that  we  are  to  attribute  the  Brib^  interdict.  You  will, 
therefore,  see  the  propriety  of  possessing  yourself  fully  of 
all  the  explanatory  and  mitigating  circumstances  connect- 
ed with  them,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  obviate,  as 
far  as  practicable,  the  uu&TWable  impression  which  Uiey 
have  produced. 

The  tnde,  ilthougfa  not  wholly  suppressed,  is  altogether 
changed  in  its  chatacter.  Instead  of  being  direet,  ac- 
tiT^  and  profitable  as  it  once  was,  it  is  circuitous,  burden- 
mne,  and  comparatively  profidess.  The  importation  of 
the  produce  of  the  British  West  India  colonies  into  the 
United  States  may  be  said  to  have  substantially  ceased. 
It  is  wholly  prohibited  in  British  vessels,  and  allowed  only 
direct  from  the  producing  colony.  By  tiie  orders  in  coun- 
olj  Uie  adnusnon  of  American  vessels  it  prtdiibited.  -  Con- 
■equentl^,  whatever  of  British  West  4ndia  produce  is 
brought  mto  tins  country  (wiA  the  exception  of  what  has 
been  recently  allowed  to  be  imported  from  the  Bahama 
islanda,  and  Uie  island  of  Anguilla)  must  either  be  brought 
by  the  vessels  of  other  nations,  which  are  permitted,  un- 
der the  act  of  Parliament  of  July,  1825,  to  olear  fi-om  the 
cokmieslbr  any  other  porta,  except  in  Great  Britain  and 
faerpoHesmnu,  or  it  must  be  imported  as  the  Rowth  or 
produce  of  otlier  colonies,  to  whioi  the  vessels  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  are  admitted,  and  thus  introduced  in  evasion  of 
our  law. 

The  export  trade  has  been  more  considerable,  though 
greatly  ana  injuriously  reduced.  The  decrees  of  nature, 
by  which  the  British  West  Indies  are  made  dependent  on 
the  United  States  for  a  great  portion  of  their  necessary 
Mpphea,  though  etroneously  resisted,  have  not  been  alto- 
frther  ftuitmted  by  Ac  retaliatory  and  improvident  legis- 
fctioD  of  tiM  two  countries.  large  quantitieB  of  American 
productions  still'  find  their  way  to  the  colonies.  The  un- 
certiun^  as  to  bow  much  of  our  produce  b  used  in  the 
ports  to  which  the  exportations  are  nominally  made,  ren- 
deuit  impossible  to  speak  with  accuracy  as  to  the  amount 
aetualty  consumed  in  the  British  West  India  colomes  bnce 
the  ports  were  closed.  In  the  ojunion  of  intdligent  mer- 
dunt^  it »  about  half  as  much  as  unmediately  before  the 
interdict  It  u  carried  in  American  vessels  to  the  islands 
«f  St.  Thomas  and  St.  Bartholomew  on  the  one  hand,  and 
to  the  open  ports  in  the  British  North  American  posses- 
sions on  the  other.  From  those  ports,  it  finds  its  way  to 
tfie  British  West  India  colonies,  upder  difTerent  regulations, 
in  British  vessels.  This  trade  is  burdened  with  double 
freight  uid  insurance,  the  charges  of  landing  and  rcahip* 
ping^  and  also  commisHons  and  duties  in  the  neutral  porb, 
for  thrt  portion  which  goes  by  the  wi^  of  St.  Thomsaand 
St.  Bartbolomew.  The  extra  expenses  thus  produced 
have  been  estimated  at  fifly  per  centum  on  the  first  cost 
of  lumber,  and  at  from  fifteen  to  twen^  per  centum  on 
lirovittiHtt.    A  great  reduction  of  the  quantity  of  our  ex- 


ports, and  the  entire  exclusion  from  the  trade  of  man^  sr. 
tictes  of  a  perishable  nature,  which  cannot  now  be  Kotin 
consequence  of  the  increased  length  of  the  v<^i^,  vidi 
its  unfavorable  effects  upon  our  navigation,  are  the  duef 
injuries  which  result  to  our  citisens  from  this  state  of  thin^ 
It  oppresses  the  West  India  planter,  by  unavwdably  in- 
creasing the  prices  of  such  articles  of  American  produce 
as  he  still  finds  it  liis  interest  to  purchase,  notwithstandiDf 
the  disadvantages  imposed  upon  their  introduction.  It  is, 
moreover,  understood,  that  the  indirect  trade  is  carried  oa 
cm  British  account,  and  tliat,  therefore,  the  principal  part 
of  the  extra  enenaes  to  wbich  it  is  subjected  comes  utt- 
mately  out  of  their  pockets. 

It  is  ^e  anxions  wish  of  the  President  to  put  an  end  to 
a  state  of  things  so  injurious  to  all  parties.  He  is  wHlinF 
to  regulate  the  trade  in  question  upon  terms  of  reciprocd 
ad\-sntage,  and  to  adopt  for  that  purpose  those  irhick 
Great  Britain  lias  herself  elected,  ana  wnich  are  prncrib- 
ed  by  the  act  of  Parhament  of  jth  July,  182^  as  it  is  un- 
derstood by  us.  You  are  directed  to  make  a  foil  and&ank 
expmition  of  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  Prendent  Vn  this 
respect,  at  as  early  »  period,  and  in  such  manner,  as  you 
may  judge  best  catculated  to  accomplish  them,  and  to  put 
it  in  his  power  to  communicate  the  rcviH  of  this  (nerture 
to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  next  sesnon-  Ueis  ad- 
moni^ed  by  the  past  of  the  Inutility  of  protracted  discus- 
ricms  upon  a  subject  wtuch  has  been  awtx  and  over  agm 
debated.  He  does  not,  therefore,  wish  to  occupy  you,  or 
harass  the  British  cabinet  by  their  repetition.  You  ate  su- 
thorized  to  say  to  the  British  Government,  on  the  put  of 
the  United  States,  that  they  will  open  their  ports  to  BK- 
tish  vessels  coming  from  the  Britisli  colonies,  laden  witii 
such  coIOTHal  pro&ctions  as  can  be  imported  in  Amcri- 
cau  vessels,  and  upon  terms  in  all  rei^tects  equally  fmn- 
blej  and  that  they  will  also  abolish  the  reatiiction  contsn- 
ed  in  our  act  of  1833,  confining  the  trade  to  a  direct  in- 
tercoorse^  upon  comKticm  that  Great  Britain  vili  sUov 
American  vessels  the  privileges  of  trade  and  intercoune 
which  were  offered  hy  the  act  of  the  5th  of  July,  1S£5. 

The  President  indulges  a  confident  expectation  tbattbe 
British  Government  will  assent  to  an  adjustment  upon  ibcK 
terms.  He  is  compelled  to  think  so,  from  a  convictkBths^ 
such  an  anaagment  would  btiHnate  the  true  intercds  of 
both  parties'— a  result  whidi  he  is  confident  IS  as  muchdc- 
nred  by  Great  Bntain  as  it  can  be  by  himself,  bccauw  ^ 
has  heretofore  given  her  dclibertte  assent  to  these  tennsi 
(and  he  finds  nothing  in  tiie  condition  of  the  qoestioa 
which  renders  them  leas  proper  now  than  tfaeywere^n;) 
and,  finally,  because  he  is  unwilling  to  believe  that  Great 
Britain  would  make  so  invidious  a  cBstipction  as  to  exclude 
us  from  a  trade  which  she  allows  to  the  rest  of  the  coot- 
mercial  world.    The  United  States  do  ofit  coatrovtrt  her 
right  to  monopolize  the  trade  with  her  coloiueai  and  if  Ac 
same  interdict  whidi  exohides  them  from  her  odnBil 
ports  was  extended  to  others,  they  would  not  compl^B- 
But  the  British  Government  cannot  be  Insenable  to  the 
tendency  which  a  discrimination  of  the  character  rtfcrrei 
to  must  unavoidably  have,  to  alienate  those  Cbcral  sue 
friendly  feelings  now  entertained  towards  her  by  our  peo- 
ple, and  whidi  it  should  be  the  pleasure,  as  it  is  the  dmr. 
of  b(^  Governments  to  cheridi  and  perpetuate. 

If  the  onusrion  of  this  Government  to  Mcept  of 
terms  proposed,  when  heretofbre  offered,  be  urged  as  as 
objection  to  their  adoption  now,  it  will  be  your  duty  » 
make  the  British  Government  senuble  of  the  utjtutSce  ai 
inexpediency  of  such  a  coinw. 

The  opportumties  which  you  have  derived  froin  a  p^- 
ticipation  in  our  public  coundls,  as  well  as  other  9ot.rcc» 
of  infbrmation,  will  end»le  you  to  speak  with  confidri>n 


f»nnnutted»i 

to  th$  courM  heretofore  punued  upon  the  aubjcct  of  the 
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colonial  trade.    Their  views  upon  that  point  have  been 
Bubroitted  to  the  people  of  the  United  States;  and  the 
counsets  by  which  your  conduct  ia  now  directed  are  the 
result  of  the  judgment  expressed  by  the  only  earthly  tri- 
buTul  to  which  the  late  administratioa  was  amenable  for 
ita  acta.  It  diould  be  sufficient  that  the  daims  set  up  by 
them,  and  which  caused  the  intemiptioa  of  the  trade  in 
question,  have  been  explicitly  abandoned  by  those  who 
fint  MKrted  them^  and  are  not  revived  by  their  succes- 
sors,  ir  Great  Britun  deems  it  adverse  to  her  interests 
to  nllow  us  to  participate  in  the  trade  with  her  coloiues, 
and  finds  nothing  in  lAe  extennon  of  it  to  others  to  iuduce 
her  to  apply  the  same  rule  to  us,  she  will,  we  hope,  be 
seuibUe  of  the  proprie^  of  placing  her  refusal  on  those 
grounds.    To  set  up  the  acts  of  the  late  adndnistrstionas 
tike  cause  of  forfeiture  of  prinleges  which  would  other- 
wise be  extended  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
would,  under  ejusting  c-rcumatancea,  be  ui^just  in  itself, 
and  could  not  fiul  to  excite  their  deepest  sensibility.  The 
tone  of  reeling"  which  a  course  so  unwise  and  untenable  is 
calculated  to  produce,  would  doubtless  be  greatly  »ggn- 
vated  by  the  consdousness  that  Great  Britwn  has,  ay  order 
in  cotineU,  opened  her  cidonial  ports  to  Russia  and  France, 
notwithstanding  a  similar  omission  on  their  part  to  accept 
the  terms  offered  by  the  act  of  July,  1825. 

Tou  cannot  press  this  view  of  the  subject  too  earnestly 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  Bn^h  ministry.  It  has 
bearings  and  relations  that  reach,  beyond  the  immediate 
question  under  discussion. 

Should  the  amount  of  our  protecting  duties  upon  the 
productions  of  her  colonies,  or  upon  the  tDanuftcturea  of 
the  mother  counter,  be  referreo  to,  in  etmnexion  with 
this  matter,  you  will  be  at  no  loss  for  the  reply.    The  du- 
ties upon  our  agricultural  productions,  when  imported 
into  Great  Britain,  are,  beyond  ecHnparison,  greater  than 
Uiose  imposed  by  the  United  States  on  the  productions 
or  manufactures  of  Great  Britain  or-her  coloniest  and  the 
denial  of  her  right  to  impose  duties  on  articles  the  pro- 
duction of  the  United  States,  when  imported  into  the  co- 
lotues,  in  order  to  protect  those      Ine  colonies  them- 
selves, or  of  the  mother  country,  was  a  leading  and 
avowed  motive  for  the  stand  taken  by  Great  Britwn 
in  relation  to  the  coloiual  trade.    This  is  a  subject 
on  which  each  nation  must  judge  for  itself.    It  is  one 
upon  which,  it  is  well  known,  there  exists  great  di- 
versity cf  opinion  among  our  own  citizens,  but  in  respect 
to  whxh  no  stipulations  can  be  made  with  a  foreign 
Power,  at  least  iritfuMit  reciprocal  engagements  on  the 
part  of  9uch  Power — engagements  into  which  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe  that  tlie  Government  of  Gt-eat  Britain 
would  at  this  time  enter.    If,  by  the  imposition  of  those 
tlutics,  the  United  States  can  secure  the  production  of 
the  same  articles  at  home,  it  is  their  right  and  their  duty 
to  persevere-    If  not,  the  principal  burden  falls  upon 
their  own  utizens,  and  consequently  furnishes  no  cause 
of  complaint  on  the  part  of  others. 

If  the  encouragement,  by  Great  Britain,  of  her  North 
American  possessona  in  the  growth  and  production  of 
similar  articles  to  those  with  which  we  supply  her  West 
India  colonies,  is  the  motive,  the  objection  is  no  less  ob- 
b'ious.  To  that  end,  the  parent  Government  now  exer- 
;ises,  without  complunt  or  objection  on  our  part,  the 
lommon  right  of  impoang  higher  duties  on  articles  which 
ire  not,  than  on  those  which  are,  the  growth  or  produce  of 
heir  North  American  poasesrions;  and,  in  doing  so,  she 
txereiaes  to  the  full  the  right  conceded  to  all  nations,  of 
rncoiira^ing  home  productions  by  the  imposition  of  pro- 
ectingr  duties.  The  exclunon  of  one  nation  from  the 
<rivileg«  of  bring^ng^into  the  ports  of  another  articles 
lia.t  come  in  competition  with  home  productions,  whilst 
lielr  introduction  ia  conceded  to  the  rest  of  the  woHd,  is 
measure  which  cannot  find  ita  justification  in  any  prin- 
iples  applicidile  to  the  protective  system.    |^ however. 


the  Premdent  should  be  disappointed  in  his  expectation!^ 
founded  on  these  and  other  corresponding  views  of  the  sub- 
ject, he  wishes  you  to  ask  (arequest  which  he  is  confident 
will  be  readilj^  granted)  uiatyou  may  be  fitvored  with  an 
eu>l^  and  definitive  answer  to  ttie  pr^Knitions  you  are  au- 
tiionzed  to  mbmit.  He  makes  this  appeal  to  the  candor  of 
the  British  Government,  that  he  may  be  enabled  (in  the 
event  alluded  to]  to  lay  before  Congress,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  sesuon,  the  result  of  this  over- 
ture, to  the  e  nd  that  that  portion  of  the  capital  and  enter- 
prise of  our  country,  which  is  now  waiting  the  dedsion 
f>f  the  question,  may  seek  other  channels  of  employment 
Should  Tour  advances  be  met  inthespiritinwluch they 
are  oifered,  it  will  become  important  to  consider  of  the 
form  in  which  tiie  proposed  a^ustmentoi^t  to  be  made. 

This  Government  has  heretofbre  Btrenuoasly  contend- 
ed  for  an  arrangement  by  treaty,  and  that  of  Great  Bri- 
tain has  as  strenuously  opposed  an;^  other  mode  than  that 
of  separate  legislation.  The  President  ia  willii^  to  adopt 
either  mode.  If  the  >iewa  of  the  British  Government  are 
now  different  in  thatre^>ect,andan  arrangement  by  trea* 
ty  be  acceptable,  you  ace  authorized  to  conclude  it  upon 
the  principles  of  these  instractions.  In  that  even^  the 
President  relies  iq>on  your  known  discretion  and  intelU^ 
gence,  tluit  the  articles  to  which  you  agree  shall  be  in 
such  form  as  will  carry  into  full  and  fair  effect  die  views 
of  this  Government  as  now  expressed. 

If  (which  is  most  probable)  a  resort  to  mutual  legisla- 
tion is  preferred,  the  consideration  of  the  mode  best  cal- 
culated for  tiie  si^factioiv  of  both  parties  will  occupy 
your  attention. 

That  may  ha  eflteted  In  ime  of  two  ways,  viz.  either  by  an 
order  in  council,  opemngthe  British  ports  to  Americui  ves- 
sels  after  a  certain  day,  in  the  event  of  the  United  States 
having  before  that  time  complied  with  the  coniUtions  of 
the  act  of  Parliament  of  the  jth  of  July,  1835,  by  open- 
ing our  ports  to  the  admiswon  of  British  vessels,  ana  al- 
lowing their  entiy  with  the  aame  kind  of  British  or  colo- 
nial produce  as  may  be  imported  in  American  vessels,  the 
vessels  of  both  countries  paying  the  same  chains;  by  sus- 
pending the  alien  duties  on  British  vessels  and  cargoes, 
and  by  aboli^ng  the  restrictions  In  onr  act  of  1833  to 
the  direct  interfiourse  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  colonies — thus  leaving  GntX  Britain  in  possession 
of  the  circwtous  trade  between  Great  Britain  proper  and 
the  United  States,  tlirough  the  British  ctdonies.  Or,  the 
President  will  recommend  the  same  measures  to  Con- 
gress at  their  next  session,  on  being  assured  by  the  Bri^ 
tish  Government  tiiat  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress  to 
tliat  effect  will  lead  to  the  revocation  of  the  Briti£  order 
in  council  of  July,  1827,  to  the  abolition  or  suspension  of 
all  discriminating  duties  on  American  vessels  in  tiie  British 
colonial  ports,  and  to  the  enjoyment  by  us  of  tiie  advan- 
tages of  the  last  mentioned  act  of  Parliament- 
Yon  arc  authorized  to  agree  to  either  mode,  but  the 
former  is,  for  many  reasons,  to  be  prefoted.  In  aH  thtt 
is  said  upon  the  subject,  it  muat  be  bomein  miwltbatthe 
President,  whatever  may  be  his  wishes,  or  the  course  he 
might  otherwise  adopt,  has  no  authoritv  to  move  in  tike 
matter  without  the  aid  of  Congress.  I'he  only  laws  re- 
lating to  this  subject,  now  in  force,  are  the  acts  of  1818 
and  1820,  by  virtue  of  which  our  ports  are  closed  against 
the  athnisuon  of  British  veesels  engaged  in  the  omnual 
trade-  They  do  ttot  conler  a  dispensing  power  on  the 
Pre^deot,  and  he  has  no  such  authori^  denved  from  any 
oUier  source. 

Some  explanatory  act,  or  a  stipulation  liaving  a  pro- 
spective view  to  such  provision  as  Congress  may  make, 
will  certiunly  be  necessary  to  enable  the  United  States  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  offered  by  the  act  of 
Parliament  of  1825.  By  that  act  we  are  reqiured,  as  a 
coDcUtion  to  the  enjoyment  of  its  advaida^a,  to  place  dw 
comrneree  and  navigation  of  Great  Britain  and  her  poa- 
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fiofit  ibrtMd  opon  the  Tt^mfr  of  the  moat  &voml  m- 
lion.  If  H  N  meant  br  tb«  c^-tion  that  the  cr/fnmerce 
•ml  nsvintion  of  Gr^M  Bnt*jn,  »n»!  of  h*-r  pOTsM*;oni 
ftbroftd,  •haJI  be  mttiito<i«lT  and  ffenenQr  pkced  on  the 
Mme  feodiy  vKn  those  of  the  moM  ftrored  mUion,  bv 
yaatiny  to  then  |»nilnm  which  are  »Bov«l  bjr  us  to 
other  nstiaM  far  eijtunlents  received,  it  would  be  whoUr 
iaadmiMibk.  I 

tf  the  hw*  of  both  coatitriet,  the  veweb  of  eaeb  we 
profobtted  from  iinportii^  into  the  ports  of  the  other  < 
any  other  productions  thxn  thote  of  the  countrv  to  vhich  . 
Mch  TCMel*  reHvectivetv  bekx^.    By  the  bw»  of  the ' 
Cidted  Statef^  dm  rcvtrietton  is  annfied  anfy  to  thoK 
eoontries  wloeh  appiv  a  vmibr  intrraKt  to  onr  commeree. 
AbwMl  aD  otter  eottntries  have  ^Khided  it  from  Aeir 
navigatioa  codes;  such  nations,  tiicrefbre,  enjojr  the  pri- 
vilejfe  of  importing'  from  snr  country  upon  pavinjp  our 
ahen  duties — a  privWege  wh^ch  we  cannot  extend  to  Great 
Britain,  because  her  laws  deny  it  to  us. 

Onr  diseriminatniji^  duties,  *I»o,  hare,  in  consequence 
of  •rranp^ments  by  treaty,  been  abolished  as  to  certain 
m&ooM,  and  their  rewets  and  carf^oes  admitted  on  equal 
terms  with  those  of  the  United  States.  Vie  have,  mtxe- 
ovrr,  treaties  with  Central  America  and  Denmark,  by 
which  it  is  stipulated  that  whatever  can  be  imported  to,  or 
exported  frofn,  cKher  country,  from  or  to  any  foreign 
place,  in  its  own  vtrssels,  may  be  so  imported  or  exported 
m  the  vessels  of  the  other  country,  on  the  pajniient  of  the 
nme  duties.  Should  the  terms  "most  ftvor»d  nation" 
be  understood  bv  Great  Britain  in  the  sense  I  have  refer- 
red to,  she  would  entitle  herself,  in  case  of  a  literal  com- 
plranee  on  our  part  with  the  terms  of  the  act  of  1825,  to 
ail  those  privilef^s  for  her  European  navif^tion  and  com- 
meree, without  rcciprocatinf^  them  to  the  United  States — 
Bprivilefre  she  would,  it  is  hoped,  be  too  jnst  to  desire, 
and  which,  certainly,  the  United  State*  coiitd  not  for  a 
inoment  think  of  grantini;-.  Tlie  fiirce  of  Uiese  objec- 
tions, and  the  nece sh^  of  preKminary  explanations  upon 
this  head  proceedinff  from  the  Britini  Government,  was 
vinually  admitted  by  I^rd  Dudlev,  in  his  reply  to  Mr. 
Galbtiii'snotcsof  thc4thof  Juneuwl  mh  of  July,  1826; 
but  he  conndered  them  as  answered  bv  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Gallatin,  that  the  Prendent  was  wilung*  to  recommend 
certtin  nwcific  measures  to  Congress,  as  a  fulfilmeiit  of 
the  conditions  of  the  act  of  1835,  and  the  Prendent  would 
hare  adopted  them  himself  if  he  had  been  clothed  with 
authority  to  that  effect- 

The  snnple  and  wffldent  reply  tothis  view  of  the  mat- 
ter is,  that  those  measures  were  proposed  by  the  United 
States,  not  as  a  strict  compliance  with  the  condidons  re- 
quired, but  as  all  that  they  could  offer,  and  with  an  ac- 
companying declaration  that  they  fell  ^ort  of  what  the 
•et  of  1835  required,  and  would  still  leave  our  commerce 
inth  the  colonies  dependent  upon  the  future  dispensation 
of  the  British  Government.  The  valldi^  of  this  opinion 
Lord  Dudley  did  not  attempt  to  controvert. 

If  it  is  then  true  that  either  further  preliminary  legis- 
lative acts,  or  a  prospective  stipulation  on  the  part  of 
Oreat  Britain,  be  necessary,  a  previous  order  in  council 
dKHild  be  preferred:  First.  Because  it  would  obviate  the 
two  prindpal  objections  stated  by  Lord  Dudley  to  her 
binduifT  iumelf  ior  the  future.  Those  objections  were, 
tiiat  the  future  course  of  Great  Britain  must,  necesBsrity, 
in  part,  depend  upon  the  details  of  such  act  as  Congress 
mi^t  pftssi  and  that  the  very  fact  of  making  such  a  stipu- 
lation would  be  a  departure  from  a  fi^und  which  their 
Government  bad  taken  upon  fult  del  beration,  that  they 
would  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  diuwo  into  any  nego- 
tiation upon  the  subject  of  the  colonial  trade,  but  claimed 
for  themtelves  the  nght  to  regulate  it  by  their  own  sepa- 
rate and  independent  legidative  acts.  The  mode  pro- 
posed would  mai^stly  obrtate  the  first  objection,  aod 
•void tiie other.   Secondly.  Beanut  mchan  aotoathe 


part  cf  Great  Bntain,  afWr  the  paat  trsiiMi  Twi  of  iie 
t  Govermnents  OA  this  ssbject^  could  not  &3  to  reiixM 
x]i  asperities  fnm  the  wmmdm  of  amr  people,  aad  ecrm- 
bate  more  than  an  adjnstBewt  in  ay  odkcr  farm  to  frs- 
ducc  ttitf  spirit  aTBatnl  b«.f«xn  the  t*o 

eoiiBbries  which  it  is  the  ialeiat  of  bodi  to  dheinh.  isd 
which  the  President  is  essmsUs  soLeilaus  to  Misfiis 

Asnmiing  that  the  step  can  Im  takn  by  GresS  bitu 
'am  it  assuredly  can)  willMnt  ifiapaffagrnsri'it,  thecaaade< 
ration  staled  woold,  it  is  bcreved,  hare  a 
fluence  on  her  condnct.    Id  '— "t  soeh        flrder  is 


council,  the  Btitidi  Govonncnt  woukl  ooly  be  acfar 

upon  the  awe  potior  wUd  it  has  B  put  alnaNly  pBSMd 

in  rebtion  to  the  Bahna  iJinili  sad        Hiaad  of  A> 

giuQa.    Great  BriiMn  revoked  ber  order  ia  cooBdl  of 

July,  ISST,  as  to  thoae  tslanda,  becaoae  k  was  reqoind 

by  a  due  regard  to  her  interests.  Tbat  hrii,  aaceriuKd, 

no  conKderaiioti  of  fom  or  natter  of  feefaig-  was  allowed 

to  interfere.    What  good  reason  can  be  asEgned  why 

the  same  should  wot  be  done  fiw  the  taaiMeniDee  of 

greater  interest^  and  nnderniMe  efigUc  doconstancef  > 

Should  that  mode,  however,  be  declined,  it  w  hoped  that 

the  only  remaiiung-onc  wM  be  adopted  wifliotf  benHtioB. 
•  ••••• 

I  will  add  notlung  as  to  die  improprieta-  €t  waSem^ 
any  feelings  that  find  their  oripn  in  the  past  pretenans 
of  this  Govenuneot  to  have  an  adverse  influence  upoa 
the  present  conduct  of  Great  Britain.  W  itikoot  such  u 
assurance  on  her  part,  your  mission,  ao  &r  as  relates  ts 
the  colonial  tiada,  murt  be  wholly  inopcniive.  If  dui 
resnh  is  produced  by  a  real  chai^  of  opimon  on  ^  put 
of  the  British  miiustry  with  respect  to  the  reciprocal  td- 
vantages  of  the  trade,  anda  determination  to  exclude  tbe 
United  Slates  frofp  it,  in  order  to  promote  her  own  ntc- 
rests,  and  that  ia  frankly  and  promptly  avowed,  the  whole 
matter  wiU  be  at  least  intelligibly  concluded.  If^  however, 
they  are  not  prepared  to  take  tlus  ground,  hot  suffer 
thnnselves  to  de«re  that  the  United  State*  ■^mhi^?,  in  ex- 
piation of  supposed  past  encroaidimeots,  be  driven  to  tbc 
necessity  of  retracing  their  legislative  steps,  widuMB 
knowle^fe  of  its  effect,  and  wbwfy  dependent  upon  tbr 
indulgence  of  Great  Britain,  they  cannot  be  inocnsibte  (/ 
the  extreme  improbability  that  any  further  nkcasure  viil 
be  taken  byCfH^reas,  before  whom  (in  the  event  sUoded 
to)  it  would  probah^  he  the  pleawre  of  the  Piewcki* 
to  lay  the  whole  matter. 

Extrad  of  a  UOtr,  dated  Sth  Jiugtui,  1839,  fnm  Mr.  Vm 
Barm  io  Mr.  McLane^  then  at  Nao  JorL 
I  forgot  to  speak  to  ^-ou  upon  the  subject  of  the  jvo- 
bsble  impresRon  that  wtH  be  made  upon  the  British  maa- 
try  by  the  rumors  and  speculations  that  have  appeared 
here  in  regard  to  the  character  of  your  inatructions  ^ 
to  augeest  the  importance  of  put^ng  them  informalH, 
but  fuUy  and  early,  in  possession  of  your  views  upon  tin' 
p<Mnt 

Mr.  MtLaru  to  the  Earl  of  Jbertkf. 

9,  CBAji&os  Steekt,  C^Tsasisn  S«.i:A.mi, 
JDtember  12,  1£S. 
Mi  Lomoi  I  had  flattered  myself  with  the  tkope  of  re- 
ceiving before  this  lime  a  decinve  anawer  Croat  Us  lb 
'iesty's  Government  to  the  propontions  wfaiijk  I  Indtbr 
honor  to  tm^e  some  time  nnce  forananaiqgementof  ibt 
trade  between  the  United  Slates  and  the  British  AmericsB 
I  colonies;  but,  while  I  regret  the  delay  that  hns  tafcrr 
place,  I  am  aware  that  it  has  hitherto  been  unskvo^iisbb 
In  the  hone,  however,  lhat,  after  the  varioua  conreis*- 
tions  whicn  I  have  had  the  honor  to  hxAA  wriih  his  llajc 
ty's  ministers  in  the  coniee  of  ^bSm  negotiation,  tli^  sa* 
be  prepared  defindtivcb'  to  di^iose  w  the  aohjee^'l  bef 
jkave  to  make  your  leidibip  the  u«sent  ann 
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tberefive,  it  is  not  perceived  how  Rich  produce  can  be 
received  by  them,  unless  from  a  reliance  on  the  consump- 
tion  of  it  in  the  United  States,  or  other  forei^  parts.  In- 
deed, in  some  of  the  offioal  and  other  atatementa  furnished 
by  thoM  i»oviticea  to  the  British  Government,'  the  advaii' 
ta^f  of  a  free  transt  at  American  flour  direogh  the 
Northern  posseasiona  are  ar^ed  from  the  expectation 
that  those  districts  in  the  United  States  which  furnish  the 
flour  will  receive  from  the  Canadians  foreign  produce  in 
barter!  Not  to  advert  to  the  complete  anninilation  of 
auch  expectation  by  an  interdict  of  the  supply  through 
flucli  a  channel,  it  must  be  obvious  that  the  United  States 
will  not  take  more  produce  or  less  specie  under  the  cm- 
banuaments  of  an  indirect  intercouxK.  -It  is,,  on  the 
cmtnoy,  reasonable  to  infer  ^t,  in  aucb  caae,  for  the 
more  bulky  articles  of  West  India  produce,  they  would 
be  led  to  rely,  in  a  still  greater  degree,  upon  foreign 
islands,  with  Migmented  facilities;  and  that  they  would 
require  specde  in  return  for  that  poi-tion  of  their  supplies 
passing  through  the  Northern  coloniesi  thereby  increas- 
ing rather  than  dinuiiiahing  thedratn  of  that  article,  ao  far 
as  it  may  be  supposed  to  be  affected  by  tliose  regubtions. 

The  undersigned  would  beg  leave  further  to  observe, 
that  a  refusal  of  the  proposition  which  he  has  bad  the 
honor  to  make  can  have  no  other  obvious  pretence  than, 
by  means  of  a  monopoly,  to  give  a  forced  growth  to  the 
|>roductions  of  the  Nortliern  possessions,  and^  in  the  mean 
time,  to  compel  the  carrying  of  the  produce  of  the  Unite,d 
States  and  tiiat  of  tlie  Bntisli  West  Indies  tlirougli  their 
porta! 

The  very  neceanty  of  a  monopoly  to  effect  such  a  pur- 
pose, however,  clearly  points  out  the  difficulties  of  pro- 
duction, and  the  embarrassments  of  such  a  course  of  trade, 
and  shows  the  losses  and  distresses  to  which  the  planter 
must  be  subjected  fur  an  indefinite  length  of  time. 

It  is  by  no  means  certain,  however,  that  these  objects 
are  consistent  wIUi  etch  other,  and  that  the  abundant  sup- 
ply of  the  productions  of  the  United  States  through  Uie 
Northern  ports  would  not  sa  effectually  djscoun^e  the 
productions  of  tliose  iiossessions  as  the  direct  trade,  and 
in  this  way  perpetuate  tlie  monopoly.  Such  a  result  is 
shown  to  be  more  tliaii  probable  by  llie  foregoing  obser- 


vations, and  by  the  cjfRcial  statements  to  whicli  tlity  ap- 
ply. But  it  is  perfectly  certain  that,  if  this  munopnly 
should  have  tlie  intended  effi-ct  of  fustcring  the  growtti 


in  Canada  of  the  articles  lequired  fur  the  West  India 
market,  it  wonld  aldo  have  (he  rffect  of  impelling  tlie 
United  Slates  to  the  cultivation  within  themselves  of  the 
articles  for  vvliicli  tliLy  have  been  accu!>tumcd  to  depend 
upon  tlie  West  Indies,  and  consequently  of  diiQinisliing 
their  demand  for  those  articles.  The  sbiHty  of  thcKorth 
to  supply  the  planter,  therefure,  would  be  atlended. with 
the  loss  to  the  Utter  ofthe  means  of  pim:haKngtlte  supply. 

The  reasonable  duty  proposed  by  the  act  of  1835,  even 
without  tlie  utd  of  the  additional  privileges  to  which  the 
undersigned  has  heretofore  presumed  to  allude,  by  gi'a- 
dually  and  reciprocally  developing  the  resoiuxics  and  tlic 
means  of  consumption  of  the  Northern  posseiision}',  by 
providing  a  necessary  revenue  for  the  planters,  mkI  in 
the  interim  alTurding  them  an  advanta^t-ous  marUet, 
would  be  much  more  eflectual  in  attaining  ull  rational  and 
denrable  ends. 

From  an  impartial  view  of  all  the  coiis:deration8  involv- 
ed in  the  subject,  may  not  such  a  course  be  deemed  wor- 
thy at  least  of  an  experiment?  AVhetlier  we  regard  tlie 
gfeneraJ  deductions  of  argument,  or  the  series  of  indis- 
putable facts  .iriuiig  out  of  the  course  uf  tiude  before  and 
since  the  order  in  council  of  1826,  it  can  scai-cely  bo  de- 
nied that  the  present  state  of  things  has,  tiius  tar,  pro- 
duced greater  injury  to  the  British  West  Indies  tlian 
benefit  to  the  British  Noi-theru  possessions;  and  that  the 
regulations  of  the  acl  of  1825  would  be  extremely  bene-_ 
ficial  to  the  planters,  if  indeed  not  absolutely  remedial  of' 


their  great  distress,  will  not  be  questioned.  From  a  re- 
currence to  those  regulations,  therefore^  much  nositive 
good  is  certun  to  arise^  whereas  the  injury  apprenended 
to  others  exists  only  in  conjecttuv,  can  .be  ascertained 
only  by  experience,  and  may  always  be  reme<Ued  by  the 
protecting  measures  of  Great  Britun.  It  would  appear, 
therefore,  to  the  underngned,  not  merely  courteous  to 
the  United  States,  but  just  to  the  various  possessions  of 
Great  Britain,  to  recur  to  the  expedient  of  trying,  under 
the  favorable  legislation  of  both  countries,  the  real  utilify 
of  the  adjustment  of  1825. 

If  the  encouragement  of  tlie  Northern  productions  be 
not  lufficient  in  its  results  to  justify  the  permanent  exclu- 
aon  of  tliose  of  the  United  States  from  the  British  Wett 
In^  islands,  it  is  equally  unceasonable  to  iiUMt  thiU  the 
latter  and  the  produce  of  the  ishods  shall  be  carried  dr- 
cuitously  through  the  Northern  ports,  at  a  loss  to  the  pro> 
ducer.  Th&  present  demand,  in  ad^tion  to  the  indemni- 
ties actually  enjoyed  by  the  Northern  ports,  strips  the 
West  India  planter  of  every  advantage  intended  for  him 
by  the  act  <n  183j,  taJung  from  him  notmereljr  the  gene- 
tal  benefits  of  a  £rect  trade,  but  at  the  same  time  depriv- 
ing him  of  the  revenue  provided  fbr  the  support  or  the 
local  Government.  That  the  productions  sent  througb 
the  Canadas  are  not  cheaper  in  the  West  Indies  than  those 
g<Hng  through  otlier  ports,  ia  shown  by  the  fact,  already 
made  apparent,  that  a  very  important  part  of  their  supply 
is  carriea  in  the  latter  way,  and  especiallv  through  the 
Danish  istandsi  but,  as  no  du^  is  collected  on  that  com- 
ing from  the  British  possenons,  the  planter,  on  lus  paying 
the  same  price  as  for  that  charged  with  a  duty,  must,  in 
addition,  make  up,  by  some  other  means,  the  loss  to  liia 
revenue.  ^ 

It  is  at  such  sacrifices  of  public  considerations,  and  of 
important  interests  of  Great  Britun  herself,  that  the  pre- 
sent claim  is.  made,  of  forcing  the  trade  of  the  Uiuted 
States  with  the  British  West  In^  isbmdi  through  the 
British  Northern  posMsstons. 

The  undersized  might  here  ask  the  question,  whether 
advantages  like  these  now  claimed,  uncertain  and  cor.- 
tingeiit  as  tliey  must  necessarily  be,  deserved. to  be  che- 
rtslied  at  the  risk  which  mu.st  eventually  attend  them  ?  Are 
tliey  of  s\iffici(  nt  magnitude  to  justify  tlie  encouragement 
of  a  spirit  of  jealousy  between  two  neighbtn^ng  nations, 
whose  prosperity,  it  is  admitted,  would  be  beat  promoted 
by  mutual  good  will,  or  the  sowii^  in  the  population  of 
these  Northern  possesnons  the  seeds  of  commercial  hos- 
tility, which  may  produce  roots  of  bitterness  difficult  to 
be  eradicated? 

The  undersigned,  however,  hopes  to  be  eScused  for 
asking  Lord  Aberdeen  to  consider  whether  this  claim  be 
not  as  difficult  of  lUtiinmcnt  in  fact,  as  it  is  of  justlficc- 
tion  in  reason. 

That  llic  United  States  may  be  prevented  from  enjoy- 
ing a  dirt-ct  trade  with  Ihe  British  West  India  islands,  is 
not  lo  be  queslioiiedt  but  it  docs  not  follow  that  they  can 
be  compelled  to  carry  on  tJie  indirect  trade  through  the' 
British  Northern  poBsesaons  in  preference  to  llie  other 
ports,  imd  in  opposition  to  the  interest  and  inclinations  of 
tl-.e  American  people.  To  ensure  a  continuance  of  such 
a  CKiislrained  state  of  things,  would  require  a  far  greater 
degree  of  fiLvor  than  Great  Biitaiii  gives  to  those  poases- 
Nionsatpicscnt,  or  could  give  at  any  time,  without  effect- 
ing ihc  niin  of  her  Went  India  planters. 

The  present  course  of  irade  through  those  colonies,  in 
fact,  owesits  esiatence,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  tolera- 
tion and  forbearance  of  the  United  States.  They  have 
submitted  to  it  furthe  moment,  in  the  expectatiou  Uidt  Ihe 
regulations  of  the  order  iif  L826  were  merely  tcOiporan', 
and  would  yield,  in  due  time,  to  a  Lberal  regard  to  the 
gcni  rul  interests  of  commerce.  But  when  Great  BritAiii 
shall  iivow  the  intention  permanently  to  cxcIudL-  the 
United  States  from  the  direct  trade  witli  her  West  Iiidia 
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TVade  vrUh  Brititk  Cobniea. 


this  question,  of  which  you  are  alreatty  apprised  of  some .  colonies  u  i  suMect  which  is  eaneitljr  prcaed  ufonix 
of  the  difficulties,  you  may  be  asstired  that  his  Majesty's  consideration  of  this  Gorennnent. 
Gorernment  will  cuter  into  tite  conuderalion  of  it  with  the 


noft  frietHlljr  feelings  towards  tb«  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  h;gh  consideration,  sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ABERDEEN. 

Lovis  McLant,  Esq.  8cc. 

J£>.  Van  Buren  to  Mt.  MeLam. 


The  dcure  so  stron|^y  manifested  tnthitquutertopTt 
pennuieticy  to  a  state  of  thinn  altogether  irtlfidtl  ii  h 
cbancter,  andu  much  at  Tirance  inth  die  mtiltd  ml 
solemn  winicms  of  both  GoremmentE  u  with  the  tet  ir- 
teresU  of  the  two  countries,  baa  excited  much  wiulbiEtj 
here;  and  the  actiTe  agency  which  tlist  icrtemt  b  imkf- 
stood  to  exercise  in  thwarting  your  rfTottstopbctitaUcn 
on  their  only  natural  and  true  fooling,  sems  f^a'.^  to 
increase  that  feeling.  The  propriety  <^  an  iBiKdiMt 
legislative  provinon,  prohibiting  our  tiidevilbtbeCin' 
das,  and  other  free  ports,  after  a  cerlun  dir,  if  tie 
sent  colonial  regulations  of  Great  Britun  m)dd  H  ihit 
time  remain  unchanged,  is  stroiwty  idrccatrd:  bt-t  ibe 
President  is  disinclined  lo  bring  that  Eubjtd  to  the  rctict 


DwAX-rnvT  or  Stiti, 

WoMkington,  Datmler  36,  1839. 
Yonr  despatch  No.  5  has  been  duly  received,  and  sirb- 
mitted  to  the  Prewdent.    From  subsequent  bii*  unofficial 

information,  he  is  induced  to  believe  that  the  British  cabi-  of  Congress  during  the  pendency  of  your  KpMt^  by 
net  are  disposed  to  reciprocate  the  liberal  views  by  which  |  the  apprehension  that  the  step  might,  under  tliesecfffum- 
lie  is  himself  actuated,  oy  the  adoption  of  some  just  and  j  stances,  beregardedas  wearing  the  appfanneesfintnief, 
equally  beneficial  arrangement  in  regard  to  the  colonial ,  ^nd  thus  give  an  acrtmtmkMia  chuactcrlii  a  m^mh 
trade:  but  that,  for  reasons  applicable  to  their  nde  only,  l«;hich  it  ishu  wish  sbouM  be  of  the  nioitkiBAiiidinut^ 
fore  ^  -    -  -   -  - 


they  denre  a  short  delay  before  a  final  decision  is  made 
upon  the  subject.  Confiding  in  the  sincerity  of  tlie  pro- 
fessions which  are  understood  to  have  been  made  to  you, 
and  equally  anxious  to  remove  all  grounds  of  tincnsincss 
between  the  two  countries,  the  President  has  directed  me 
to  communicate  to  you  his  views  in  regard  to  the  question 
of  time.  This  shall  be  done  in  the  same  frank  and  lir-icndly 
spirit  which  ):lMracterixc>  your  genenl  inatruetionB  in  this 
regard,  and  which  has  left  in  them  nothing  that  requires 
Qoneealment.  Not  foreseeing  any  difficulty  or  embarrass- 
ment to  the  British  Government  in  coming  to  a  prompt 
decision  upon  that  branch  of  the  subject  of  difference  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  you  were  instructed  to  ask  for 
such  decision  at  as  early  a  period  as  should  be  found  con* 
ststeut  with  perfect  respect  and  courtcq'.  The  motive  of 
this  Government  for  pursuing  that  course  was  avowed  to 
consist  in  a  belief  that  no  practical  good  could  rcsidt  from 
a  protracted  discnnion  of  matters  already  so  fully  debat- 
ed, and  in  a  desire  to  communicate  tJic  result,  whatever  it 
might  be,  to  Congress,  for  its  own  action,  and  the  inform- 
ation of  its  constituents.  The  explanations  which  are 
understood  to  have  been  made  to  you  by  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  British  cabinet,  are,  however,  sufficient  to  in- 
duce the  Present  to  acquiesce  in  a  compliance,  on  your 
part,  with  their  wishes  in  regard  to  time,  provided  the  pro- 
posed delay  be  not  such  as  to  defeat  the  expressed  views 
of  this  Government  in  case  of  a  result  adverse  to  its 
wishes.  For  the  probable  length  of  the  present  session,  and 
the  period  at  which  tlie  President  ought  to  be  possessed 
of  the  final  decision  of  the  British  Government,  to  enable 
him  to  lay  it  before  Congress  in  due  scitson,  jour  own 
judgment  and  knowliedge  of  circumstances  may,  with 
safety,  be  relied  upon.  The  reasons  for  doing  so  at  an 
early  period  are  very  strong;  but  the  President  is  dinposed 
to  content  himself,  under  existing  circumstances,  with  miy 
course  which  will  enable  him  to  protect  the  interests  of 
this  country  fi-om  the  injuries  that  might  reeull  from  long 
delay.    Your  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  wliole  sub- 

i'ect  renders  it  unnecessary  for  mc  to  enter  into  a  particu- 
»r  consideration  of  the  measures  which  would,  most  pro- 
bably, be  regarded  by  this  Government  as  proper  and  ei-    ^ ,  ,  ^  

pedient,  on  our  part,  in  the  event  of  an  entire  failure  of  tions  of  each  country.    As  the  regtdations  on  the  W 
tlie  negotiation,  and  enables  you  to  form  a  proper  estimate  the  United  States  which  will  follow  the  deoson  cJ»J 
of  the  value  of  lime  in  respect  to  the  utility  of  their  adpp-  Government  can  be  adopted  by  the  Congress  (lore, 
tion.    You  will  be  governed,  accordingly,  by  a  view  of  comes  the  duty  of  the  undersigned  to  aacertain  ant!''!^ 
all  these  circumstances,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  proposed  mit  such  decision  during  the  present  session  of  tli»|'5?T 
delay  which  would  be  acceptable  here,  in  reference  to  the.  live  body.  But,  while  the  undersigned  again  solina  tt.' 

adjustment  of  this  important  interest.  "   "  -    -  -  m 

Independently  oftiie  steps  necessarj-  and  practicable  to 
open  and  improve  new  channels  ftn- the  trade  which  would 
thus  be  permanently  abandoned,  the  justice  and  propriety 
of  defeating  the  interested  views  of  the  Northern  Britiw 


blc  nature. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  President's  message  will  »id  i^f 
beral  views  which  the  principal  nr.cmben  of  i\it  Bi"  '^ 
cabinet  are  understood  to  entertain  upon  this  p«ni,bT 
disabusing  the  mind  of  the  English  public  in  legtrdtgltic 
views  and  wishes  of  this  country,  and  byimpreaingiiv^ 
just  notions  of  llie  sentiments  of  ibe  Preideirt.  Tiim 
certainly  never  was  a  time  better  calculaled  for  iVe  im- 
provement of  the  reUtiona  between  the  two  countriei  tta 
the  present.  The  solicitude  sincerely  felt  by  the  Pr^ 
dent  upon  this  head,  is  greater  than  the  occiaon  reftrrti 
to  would  allow  him  to  express:  and  I  am  persuided  ito 
there  has  been  no  event  in  his  public  life  thai  his  owe 
him  as  much  re^tashe  would  experience  in  (Wins  » 
be  instrumental  m  tlie  eatabUshment  of  the  very  ht^*- 
derftanding  between  the  United  States  and  Gmt  BriHa 
I  ant,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  ubedient  stnuri. 

*  ^  M.VAMBC8ES. 

3&.  MeLaiu  to  fAe  Earl  oj  Maim- 
9,  CHABOoa  STBasT,  PoBTLuni  Fuel, 

The  undersigned,  envw  cxtraorSnary  and  ib»*' 
plenipotentiary  from  the  United  Stales  of  Amewt " 
calling  the  attention  of  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  ho  M»,f*^ 
ty'8  principal  SecrctaiT  of  State  for  Foreign  Aftiirsi;'* 
proposition  which  he  had  the  honor  to  submit  in 
on  the  12th  of  December  last,  for  an  arranj^menl « 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  the  Britisb  A?*^ 
colonies,  and  in  priying  for  a  decision  thereupon,  is 
enced,  not  merely  by  consideratiwis  of  duty,  utXinS^ 
to  avoid  further  deUy,  but  by  a  hope  that  the  time  w«r 
afforded  for  deliberation  has  been  sufficient  to  (itfble 
Majesty's  ministers  lo  judge  of  the  reasonableirtss  of » 
demands.  ' 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  is  alreadv  aware  thai,  ««'^^ 
may  be  the  disposition  which  his  Majcs^'s  GorEmicfW 
may  now  be  pleased  to  make  of  this  subject,  it  '^'^^T 
cessarily  be  final,  and  indicative  of  the  policy  to  t^  C 
will  be  necessary,  in  future,  to  adapt  the  cwsnierc  a!  ^ 


live  uwuy.    Dill,  wiiiti:  uic  uiiucrsigiK:i,i  ajj^in  ~ — 
earliest  convenient  answer  to  his  proposition,  he  or  ■ 
but  repeat  that  it  will  be  happv  for  both  countriei  if 
measures  shall  cointide  in  cultivating  those  Bbenl  pr^. 
pies  of  mutual  accommodation  whi^  are  the  demcn'- 
common  proapeti^  and  united  stroigth- 
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Howe?er  tlie  fact  nuy  be  regretted  and  condemn* 
ed  by  enlig[litened  statesmen,  it  cannot  be  concealed 
that  ancieat  prejudices  and  unworthy  anunonties  do  still 
linger  among;  the  people  of  both  cotintriest  and  the  Earl 
of  Aberdeen  has  been  too  distinguiihed  ui  obserrer  of 
events,  not  to  perceive  the  operatioa  of  those  causes  in 
fostering  a  spirit  of  commer(»al  jealousy,  e^ectally  in  re- 
Ution  to  the  colonial  trade. 

It  should  be  the  desire,  as  it  is  the  interest,  of  both  Go- 
vernments to  extinguish  these  causes  of  mutual  bitterness; 
to  correct  the  errors  which  may  have  interrupted  the  har- 
monjr  of  their  past  intercourse}  to  discard  from  their  com- 
mercial regulations  measures  of  hostile  monopoly;  and  to 
adopt,  instead,  a  generous  system  of  frank  and  aibicable 
competition. 

There  has  never  occurred,  in  the  history  of  the  two 
countries,  a  fairer  opportunity  than  tiie  present  to  effect 
this  desirable  object;  and  the  undersigned  feels  pleasure 
in  reoiarking  the  &vonib]e  disposition  professed  by  both 
Govemmenti  on  the  subject    He  begs  to  suggest,  how- 
ever, that  this  period  of  anucablejexpressions  deserves  also 
to  be  signalized  by  acts  of  mutual  concession,  which  may 
ren?ain  to  the  people  of  both  countries  as  earnests  of  those 
liberal  relations  which  their  Owernments  have  resolved  to 
cultivate.    Such  would  be  embraced  in  tlie  proportion 
which  the  under^gned  has  already  had  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit; namely,  that  the  United  States  should  do  now  thai 
which  they  might  have  done  in  1825 — resdnd  the  mea- 
sures wfaiclB  may  be  alleged  to  have  contributed  to  the 
present  evil ,  and  repeal  the  laws  which  hare  been  matters 
of  complaintf  and  that  England  shou.ld  assent  now  to  a 
measure  vliicb,  but  a  few  years  unee,  she  herself  pro- 
posed. 

The  undcrsigTied  is  imwilling  to  pass  t'vom  tliis  topic 
without  reassuring  tlie  Earl  of  Aberdeen  that  it  is  from 
considerations  of  this  kind  that  the  subject  derives  its 
highest  imp  ortance  in  the  view  of  his  Government.  There 
is  no  disposition  to.deny  the  injurious  effects  of  the  exist- 
ing regulations  upon  the  commercial  and  navigating  enter- 
pnse  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  associated,  as  it 
evidently  is,  with  the  substantial  prosperity  of  the  British 
West  India  colonies.  Much  of  the  injury,  however,  and 
especially  that  arising  from  the  temporary  inactivity  of  a 
portion  of  American  capital,  mi^t  soon  be  remedied  by 
acts  of  the  X^pslature,  openinr  new  channels  for  com- 
mercial enterprise.  But  uie  evu  most  to  be  apprehended 

that,  in  recurring,  on  both  aides,  to  the  remedy  of 
legislative  enactments,  a  spirit  of  competition  might  be 
immediately  awakened,  which,  however  dispassionately  it 
night  commence,  would  be  too  apt,  in  a  httle  wlule,  to 
lecomc  an^ry  and  retaliating.  In  cases  of  the  kind,  as 
las  been  too  well  proved,  one  step  necessarily  leads  to 
inothcr,  each  tending  more  and  more  to  estrange  the  two 
lationa,  and  to  produce  mutual  ii^urie^  deeply  to  be  de- 
ilored  when  they  can  no  longer  be  remedied. 

It  is  far  from  the  intention  of  the  undersigned  to  inti- 
mate that  the  United  States  could  be  disposed  to  complain 
f  any  commercial  regulation  of  Great  Briton,  which,  by  a 
►^stem  of  reasonable  preference,  should  consult  the  inte- 
fsto  of  her  own  subjects,  provided  it  were  done  inaspiritof 
mity  and  impartiality,  and  that  it  should  place  all  nations 
7  an  equal  footing.  But,  when  the  United  States  shall 
link  they  have  grounds  to  conader  themselves  engjled 
It  from  all  other  nation^  and  made  th«  exclusive  object 
'  an  injurious  regulation;  when  they  shall  imo^ne  it 
veiled  at  their  prosperity  alone,  either  in  retaliation  of 
1st  deeds,  or  for  interested  purposes — ^to  secure  some 
^-entitious  advantage,  or  to  encourage  a  hostile  coni- 
:tition,  bjr  means  of  commercial  monopoly;  however 
itiliable>  in  such  case,  they  may  admit  the  regula- 
n  to  be,  in  p<^nt  of  sUict  right,  they  will  hanlly  be 
Fe  to  refrain,  not  merely  from  complaint,  but  from  a 
iirsc  of  incasufcs  Calculated,  at  tliey  may  think,  to  avert 


the  intended  injury,  though  pregnant,  perhaps,  witli  con- 
sequences to  be  ultimately  lamented. 

While  ^e  undersigned  would,  in  no  degree,  impair  the 
full  force  of  these  considerations,  he  would,  at  the  same 
time,  be  distinctly  understood  as  not  employing  the  lan- 
guage of  menace.*  He  has  conducted  his  whole  negotia- 
tion with  an  unfeigned  and  anxious  desire  to  see  the 
relations  of  the  two  countries  placed  on  a  footing  equally 
advantageous  and  honorable  to  both,  as  the  only  means  oi 
ensuring  lasting  amity;  but,  being  profoundly  sensible  ol 
the  cBusesby  which  this  desirable  object  may  be  defeated, 
he  has  framed  his  proportion  in  saax  a  manner  as  to  ena- 
ble bis  Majesty's  ministers  to  co-operate  iu  his  views, 
without  departing  from  the  principles  of  their  system  oi 
colonial  trade  and  government.  To  tliis  effect,  the  pro- 
position which  he  has  had  the  honor  to  submit  concedes 
to  Great  Britain  the  right  of  regulating  tlic  trade  witli  her 
colonies  according  to  her  own  uiterests,  and  asks  no  ex- 
emption from  the  ^scriminating  duties  which  she  has 
instituted  in  favor  of  her  own  possessions.  It  invites  a 
participation  in  a  direct,  rather  than  a  circuitous  trade, 
upon  terms  which  Great  Britain  deliberately  adopted  in 
1835  as  beneficial  to  her  colonies,  and  which  she  continues 
to  the  present  day  to  allow  to  all  the  rest  of  tlie  world. 
A  rejection  of  it,  therefore,  would  appear  to  result,  not 
from  any  condemnation  of  the  direct  trade,  or  any  con- 
viction of  the  impolicy  of  permitting  it  witli  the  West 
India  colonies,  but  rather  from  a  dcteriuination  of  exclud' 
ing  from  it  tiie  commerce  of  the  United  States  alone. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  underused  to  undertake 
here  the  difficult  task  of  minutely  recapitulating  on  paper 
the  various  suggestions  by  which,  in  the  course  of  his 
conferences  with  bis  Majesty's  ministers,  he  has  endea- 
vored to  enforce  an  arrangement  on  tlie  terms  heretofore 
stated.  He  trusts,  however,  to  be  excused,  if,  in  making 
this  last  application  for  an  early  decision,  he  should  recur 
to  a  few  of  the  more  leading  considerations  connected 
with  the  present  sUte  of  the  negotiation. 

And  here  the  undersigned  begs  leave  to  observe,  that, 
whatever  hope  he  may  have,  indulged  on  this  siibji^ct  at 
any  period  of  the  negotiation,  it  has  been  founded,  not  so 
much  upon  the  cxpeclation  of  peculiar  favor  to  the  United 
States,  as  of  a  liberal  compliance,  by  His  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, with  its  own  regulations,  in  allowing  the  United 
States  to  participate  in  a  trade  pemutted  to  all  the  rest  ot 
the  world,  so  fiir  as  their  participation  should  contribute 
to  the  purposes  for  which  such  trade  was,  in  any  manner, 
authorized. 

The  arrangement,  therefore,  proposed  by  the  under- 
signed, does  not  urge  upon  the  British  Government  a  de- 
parture from  what  may  be  considered  its  ordinary  colonial 
repilations,  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  but  a  re- 
currence to  a  cMirse  of  trade  beneficial  alike  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  and  the  colonial  interests  of 
Great  Britain,  and  wluch  has  been  intermpted  by  causes 
not  foreseen  by  the  latter,  and  highly  disadvantageous  to 
both  nations. 

It  was  the  hope  of  the  undersigned,  tliat,  if  the  interests 
of  that  portion  of  the  British  dominions  which,  in  the  sixth 
year  of  his  present  Majesty's  reign,  dictated  the  regula- 
tions proposed  by  the  actof  Parliament  of  that  year,  could 
be  subserved  by  their  adoption  now.  Great  Britain  Avould 
not  be  prevented,  by  any  causes  accidentally  or  improvi- 
dcntly  arising,  or  by  any  exclusive  policy  towards  the 
United  States,  from  renewing  now  the  offer  she  Uien 
made. 

The  undersigned  is  not  disposed  to  deny  that  any  de- 
parture from  the  rigid  policy  by  which  the  colonies  are 
excluded  from  all  commercial  intercourse,  except  with 
the  mother  cotmtr}',  must  be  founiled  on  the  interests  of 
the  colonics  themselves,  and  it  will  be  doubtless  conceded 
that  such  was  the  object  of  the  regulations  proposed  by 
tiie  act  of  Fu-liament  of  1835,  which  were  intended  to  ftir> 
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Bish  the  Briti>h  West  India  ialands  v'Mt  a  vfore  exteiutTe 
market  foribeir  productioTM,  and  w'ttJi  the  means  of  wip-j 
plvin)^  Ihemvthrca,  on  tl>e  cheapfst  terms,  with  all  arheka| 
of^forci^  prodiic;  of  vh'xb  thry  mlgbt  stand  in  need.  | 
llic  act  of  1423  in  fac*.  a  relaxation  of  the  pre-} 
vioua  pcrlicy,  affordinff  lo  the  WeM  India  coloniea  adran-j 
tiqg;es  of  tnde  whidi  ther  had  not  preriouilv  enjoyed,! 
and  offcrinfp  the  benefit  of  their  commerce  to  alf  the  wortd.  ( 
It  mil  •rarccly  be  denied  that  this  reUution  was  dictated , 
hy  a  witc  r^^rd  for  the  peculiar  vsnis  of  those  islands,  j 
Abundant  proof  of  this  may  be  found  in  the  reciprocal  pri- ' 
vtl''f^  j^nted  at  the  same  time  to  the  other  possessions 
of  (rreat  Britain,  the  interests  of  which  mi^tbe  supposed 
to  be  afrectcrl  by  these  rej^lationtt  and  more  especially 
in  tlie  privilcffea  conferred  on  the  Norttem  poswsMons,  of 
introducini^  their  i^n  mto  England  tX  a  fixed  and  mode- 
rate duty,  and  of  recetvin|f  in  exchange,  and  bnporting 
directly  from  all  paru  of  the  world,  productions  similar  to 
th<»c  of  the  Wcfft  India  islands)  ana  also  in  the  reduction 
of  the  duty  on  the  Mauritius  sugar,  in  the  ports  of  Great 
firilain.  to  an  equahty  with  that  <m  the  West  India 

•cuvdy  be  doubted  tlut  tfaese  pririleget  were 
ftllly  comtnensumte  with  the  object  Indeed,  it  must  be 
perceived  that  they  were  of  extensive  scope  and  growing 
importance,  materially  affecting  the  present  and  prospec- 
tive trule  of  the  Weit  India  pUnters.  They  conterredon 
the  Northern posscssionsa  free  and  direct  trade,  not  only 
with  the  European  ports,  but  with  the  continent  of  South 
America,  in  which  are  countries  daily  increanng  in  re- 
■ourcei,  and  destined,  beyond  a  doubt,  when  the  adran- 
tagei  of  their  aoil  and  climate  ihaH  be  properly  cultinted, 
to  become  rivid  growert  of  the  West  India  produce. 

It  may  be  safely  affirmed  tlwt  these  are  pnv^legea  of 
greater  magnitude  than  any  conferred  by  the  same  act  on 
the  West  India  islandsf  and  it  is  wortliy  of  remark,  that 
they  are  still  enjoyed  by  those  possessioniK  constituting  a 
■ourec  of  profit  and  prosperitvi  while  of  thoae  for  which 
they  were  given  as  an  equivalent,  the  West  India  planter 
has  been  almost  ever  mncc  deprived. 

It  could  iwt  be  imagined  that  the  remotest  forethought 
was  entertainrd  of  this  state  of  things,  by  which  the  West 
India  islands  would  ultimately  be  deprived  of  their  most 
natural  and  profitable  market,  and  their  interests  sacri- 
ficed to  the  adventitious  proiperity  of  possessions  which 
-  already,  in  the  privileges  heretofore  alluded  to,  and  in  the 
Hcale  of  discriminating  duties  provided  by  the  act  of  Par- 
liament, enjoyed  advantages  equivalent  to  any  accorded 
by  the  protecting  policy  of  Ureat  Britain.  Uuch  leas 
could  the  tmdersigned  permit  himself  to  suppose  that  the 
act  of  1825  contemplated  any  other  objects  than  those 
which  it  ostensibly  imported,  or  that  those  objects  could 
be  permanently  defeated  by  accidental  causes. 

The  undersigned  need  not  here  enter  into  a  particular 
defence  nf  the  omission  on  the  part  of  the  United  SUles 
•eaaonably  lo  embrace  the  offer  of  tiic  direct  trade  made  by 
Ureat  Bntiun  in  the  year  1825,  and  to  which  allusion  has 
so  frequently  been  made.  Whether  it  be  a  subject  more 
of  regret  or  of  censure,  it  ought  to  be  enough  that  the 
claims  advanced  in  justificKtion  of  it  have  since  been  aban- 
donwl  by  those  who  made  them,  have  received  no  sanc- 
tion from  the  people  of  the  United  SUtes,  and  that  they 
arc  not  now  revived.  If  it  be  the  intention  of  Great  Britain 
to  perpetuate  the  present  state  of  things  fromabelief  that 
it  IS  more  for  her  interest,  she  will  require  no  warrant 
from  the  pasti  and  if  ahe  intend  it  for  any  otlior  purpose, 
the  mistakes  of  the  past  will  not  justify  a  policy  observed 
towards  the  United  States  alone,  while  unenforced  against 
other  nations  chargeable  wiUi  similar  neglect.  If  these 
mistalccfl  have  led  lo  Uie  mutual  injui^  of  Doth  countries, 
there  ought  rather  to  be  inspired  a  djspoutionto  remedy 
such  ii^uryt  i^"^  ^°  prevent  iu  future  recurrence. 

The  unuersigticil,  therefore,  may  be  content  to  admit 


That,  in  consequence  ctf  the  faibmbr  tbe  pHt  adwaistn- 
tion  of  the  (kn-emiBent  of  dte  Umted  States  to 
With  tbe  provisionB  •/  ^  act  of  Pnfiunaft  of  1825, 
repealing  certain  restrictions  in  then-  Ian  deemed  incfl» 
patible  wiUi  the  inleiests  of  tbe  Great  Biitu 

thought  proper,  by  osder  ia  coaiieil,  to  cadile  ihcB 
frooi  tbe  direct  tiadc  aattoriscd  by  Ikat  act.  Bot  it  am- 
not,  iherefere,  be  suppeaed  that  iKey  were  tims  exdadcd 
because  Great  Britain  had  repented  of  tbe  reguhtioDf  sf 
1  &25,  which  she  continued  to  extend  to  all  other  mtioii, 
thfwgfa  some  of  them,  too^  had  neglected  tbe  caoAtDm 
of  that  act;  neither  could  it  be  suppoaed  that  the  import- 
anee  of  a  direct  trade  with  tibe  L'wied  StaSea  had  in 
degree  d^ninisbcd. 

It  is  not  a  bir  inference  from  auf  maMure,  neither  is  it 
avowed  on  the  &cc  of  any  puhfic  document  of  &«at  Bri- 
tain, that,  by  the  interdict  appEed  by  tbe  order  in  council 
she  intrndrd,  permanently  and  uf>chai^cably,  to  deprire 
the  United  States  and  her  West  India  isiaadsof  tbe  benefit 
of  a  direct  trade,  which  had  always  been  deemed  of  the 
first  importance  to  both.  Tbe  oppoote  is  tbe  natural  io- 
femce;  and  it  is  due  to  the  character  at  Gmt  Britain, 
and  to  her  knowledge  oTbertroe  intercity  to  bcSere  tbst 
the  adjustment  of  trade  with  her  several  poascaaou  by 
theact  of  1825,  was,  in  ha  opinion,  sahitatr,  and  that  ne 
ought  to  secure  it  in  every  put,  and  to  give  it  more  ecra- 
plete  effect,  by  her  order  in  council,  the  true  intent  of 
which  was  to  exclude  the  United  States  from  the  direct  bade 
merely  until  they  should  consent  to  engafre  in  it  on  ttim 
mutually  advantageous.  It  was  thus,  whilst  her  other  po»» 
sions  were  left  in  tbe  enjogrment  of  their  privileges,  Gmt 
Britun  intended  to  secure  to  tbe  West  \n£m  ishiids  fte 
commercial  benefits  which  had  been  deaigned  tot  tbcn 
by  these  regulations. 

Nor  are  the  answers  heretofore  given  by  ihb  Govm- 
ment  in  the  course  of  previous  negotiations,  incompan^lc 
with  this  interpretation  of  the  order  in  council.  AAcf 
applying  the  interdict  for  the  purposes  of  the  act  of  lE^, 
it  was  not  unreasonable  that  the  time  of  its  remoral  dxnU 
be  adapted  to  the  same  ends.    It  miglit  have  been  de- 
signed, tK>t  merely  to  evince  the  predilection  of  Gmt 
Britain  for  regulations  adopted  in  1825,  but  to  manifest  tc 
all  other  nations  the  mutual  advantages  of  that  coone  d 
trade,  and  to  yield  to  a  liberal  spirit  when  that  efvC 
should  be  produced.    The  language  of  the  late  Mr.  Can- 
ning, and  of  Lord  Dudley,  authorizes  this  behef.  Mr. 
Caiming  sud  no  more  than  that  the  Britidi  GonrenuMSt 
would  not  fcel  bound  to  remove  the  interdict^  as  a  matm 
of  coorie,  whenever  it  might  suit  a  fbrei^  nation  to  re- 
conwderhermeasnreB{imp5^g>  sorely,  that,  under cAbcr 
circumstances,  our  overture  would  not  be  rejected.  Is 
the  negotiation  with  Mr.  Canning,  moreover,  die  Amov 
can  pretensions,  which,  before  that  time,  had  embarrassr^ 
an  arrangement,  were  not  conceded;  and  on  that  grtMirx!. 
particularly,  Mr.  Gallatin's  propo«tion  was  then  declinni 
At  the  time  cMf  tiie  negotiation  with  Lord  Dudley,  oeiTHn 
par^  h«i  felt  the  effects  of  a  state  of  things  wh:ch  oeithei 
had  ever  contemplated,  and  for  which  Gmt  Britaio  bac 
never,  until  then,  manifested  any  dc^re. 

Without  attempting  here  to  ptMnt  out  tiie  emn-  of  Ler^ 
Dudley's  conception  of  Mr.  Gallatin's  propontion,  the  to- 
derwgned  contenta  himself  witit  suggesting  that  his  ans«7; 
most  particularly  referred  to  the  proportion  mereh  ie 
regard  to  the  form  and  the  time.  It  imtber  said  nor  Tri6- 
rnsAed,  as,  had  stich  been  the  intention,  it  uiK|acsbaoabN 
would  have  done,  that  Great  Bri^n  deairned,  by  tbe 
order  in  council,  permanently  to  abandon  uie  ohjetrts  cf 
her  act  of  1825. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  such  infcRnce  would  be  '.r- 
compatible  with  the  vicwt  entertained  by  tihe  prcsev 
ministry,  as  expressed  in  the  order  in  council  of  19^>' 
gratuitously  extending  and  continuing  to  Spun  tbe  pr^- 
leges  granted  by  the  act  of  1^5,  y/ikA  d»r,  alsOk  *<* 
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fMf^ted,  by  failing,  up  to  ttut  period,  to  comply  with  the 
conditions. 

On  no  aupposition,  connitent  with  ordliwiry  impart 
tiality  toward?  a  friendly  nation,  can  this  order  be  recon- 
ciled, than  that  the  whole  subject  rested  in  the  discretion 
of  the  ministry,  to  be  changed  and  modified  at  any  time 
when  they  nu^t  deem  it  expedient. 

The  uadoiigned,  therefore,  takes  leave  to  suppose  that 
the  prewnt  state  of  things  is  new  and  unexpected  in  the 
colonial  histray  of  Great  Britain]  that  the  interests  and  ad- 
vantages dependent  upon  it  are  adrentitiou^  subordinate, 
if  not  opposed,  to  the  objects  of  the  act  of  Pariiament  of 
1825,  and  injurious  to  the  interests  contemplated  by  that 
act;  lod  that  it  was  neither  intended  to  be  produced  nor 
perpetuated  by  the  order  in  council  of  1836.  He  is  in- 
duced, therefore,  by  these  con«derati<Mis,  to  renew  his 
hope  that  the  real  purposes  of  that  order  may  now  be  ful- 
filled, and  the  cardinal  object  of  the  act  of  1835  eflTectually 
promoted. 

He  would  venture  to  ask,  moreover,  whether  those  in- 
terests which  have  recently  sprung  up  out  of  this  adven- 
titious state  of  things,  which  depend  upon  accidental 
causey  and  subsist  upon  the  sufferings  of  others  more  an- 
cient in  standing,  and  at  least  equal  in  magnitude,  have 
any  peculiar  ehim  to  be  upheld.  They  connected  them- 
selves with  a  course  of  tnule  subversive  of  the  leading 
motives  of  the  act  <tf  1^5,  and  necessu^ly  temporary, 
and  wUch  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  convert  into  a  per. 
manent  arrangement,  aiiless  it  could  be  proved  that  it  bad 
attained,  or  was  likely  to  attain,  in  some  other  way,  all 
the  objects  contemplated  by  that  act. 

The  regulationa  of  the  sixth  year  of  his  present  Majesty's 
i-eign  were  not  adopted  without  reason,  or  uncalled  for  by 
the  eonditkm  of  the  West  Inaa  coloniei.  The  improvi- 
dent lenriation  with  which  their  trade  iridi  the  United 
States  has  been  unhappUy  restricted,  subsequently  to  the 
year  1833,  had  produced  embwrassments  which  all  ac- 
knowledged, and  which  the  measures  of  1825  proposed 
to  obviate,  by  extencUngtbe  market  for  their  productions, 
and  enlarging  the  means  of  a  cheap  supply. 

Suoh,  tt  must  be  admitted,  was  the  obvious  remedy  for 
the  enli  and,  if  tb«r  own  picture  of  actual  distress  and 
embarrasnnent  b«  not  overdnwn,  the  ntuaUon  of  the 
West  In^  planters  is  more  in  need  of  its  application  at 

E resent  than  in  the  year  1825.    Seldom,  Indeed,  if  ever, 
ive  their  distresses  been  more  intense,  or  their  nipplica- 
lions  for  relief  more  urgent. 

It  is  also  true  that,  according  to  usual  custom  in' periods 
of  public  distrMs,  the  evils  which  now  afflict  the  West 
India  pbnten  bare  been  ascribed  to  causes  various  in  l^eir 
nature,  and  not  tlwajv  consistent.  For  evils  of  general 
prendenee,  however,  there  is  always  smne  cause  of  gene- 
ral and  uniform  operation;  and  it  certairiy  is  not  unffir  to 
argue  that  the  same  circumstances  whieh  have  led  to  sUch 
a  calamitous  state  of  tilings  at  one  period,  may  lead  to 
similar  effects  at  another;  therefore,  that  an  aggravation 
of  those  causes  which  produced  the  embarrassments  pre- 
valcnt  from  1^  to  1835,  may  produce  the  same,  in  a  still 
more  oppKMive  dqre^  at  present,  and  nay  renderthem 
tmupportaUe  heretfler. 

That  there  is  an  immense  reduction  in  the  value  of  colo- 
nial produce,  is  not  a  matter  of  conjectuial  speculation. 
It  will  not  be  denied  that  it  has  been  takii^  place  gradually 
since  the  interruption  of  the  direct  trade,>until  it  may  be 
affirmed  that  the  nett  proceed!  of  a  nngle  hogdicad  of 
•ugar  are  lesi^  bf  ten  poundi  sterling,  than  th^  were  in 
the  last  year. 

It  ia  not  a  natter  of  doubt  to4ie  undersigned  that  the 
total  loss  to  the  West  India  planters  of  a  lUrect  trade  irith 
the  United  States,  the  most  natural  source  of  their  sup- 

Elies,  and  the  most  profitable  market  for  tbeir  productions, 
y  enhancing  the  price  erf"  the  on^  and  not  merely  lower- 
ing  the  price,  but  dimmblung  the  quanfi^  of  the  others 
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is  sufficient,  without  tiie  aid  of  other  causes  which  might 
belted,  to  produce  a  state  of  distress  greater  even  ^an 
tlut  of  which  they  at  present  complain. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  will  scarcely  need  be  informed 
that  the  consumption,  In  the  United  States,  of  West  India 
produce  is  very  conudenble;  but  it  may  not  be  super- 
fluous to  state  that,  of  foreign  sugar  alone,  it  is  certainly 
little  less  than  sixty  railliona  of  pounds  per  annum;  of  fo- 
reign molasses,  it  is  not  less  than  thirteen  millions  of  gallons; 
and  of  foreign  rum,  it  is  equal  to  three  millions  ana  a  half; 
and  yet,  in  consequence  of  the  present  emlnrTBssments 
of  the  direct  trade,  the  importation  of  British  West  In^ 
produce  has  subntantially  ceased. 

It  does  not  appear,  in  the  mean  time,  that  the  planter 
has  been  indemnified  for  hisioss  by  any  other  market.  In 
that  of  London,  he  certainly  has  not:  it  neither  requires 
the  surplus  produce  thus  left  on  the  bands  of  the  pluiter, 
nor  off^  him  an  equal  price  for  that  which  it  consumes. 

The  freight  to  New  York  is  one  riiilling,  and  to  London 
five  shilUngs  per  hundred  weiglit;  the  difference  (^in- 
surance between  the  two  places,  also,  is  as  one  to  six  per 
cent.  The  price  of  sugar,  therefore,  ought  to  be  pro- 
portionftbly  iugher  in  the  London  market.  The  Earl  of 
Aberdeen  will  perceive,  however,  by  a  reference  to  the 
prices  current  of  Philwielptiia,  Boston,  and  London,  al- 
ready subnutted  to  his  inspection,  tha^  instead  of  being 
neater,  the  price  is  less  in  the  market  of  London  than  in 
that  of  the  United  States.  The  siu|;ar  of  St.  Croix,  which 
is  of  an  Inferior  quality  to  that  of  Jamaica,  is  quoted  in 
the  prices  current  of  the  United  States  at  from  eight  to 
ten  dolhu^  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight;  and  while 
the  price  of  nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  ^ter  deducting 
freight  and  duty,  would  nett  twenty-five  shillings  sterling, 
the  prices  in  London,  it  is  befiere^  do  not  nett  more  mui 
twenty-two  shilUngs  per  hundred  weight,  for  sugar  of 
similar  quaUty.  The  .nnderngned  begs  leave  also  to  re- 
mark, that  an  examination  of  the  same  prices  current, 
for  the  purpose  of  comparing  the  prices  of  the  lower  quali- 
ties of  sugar,  as  well  as  of  mm,  would  present  a  more  strik- 
ing disparity  in  finror  of  the  market  of  the  United  Stutes. 

It  may  not  be  necessary  to  assert  the  impossibility  of 
supplying  the  West  India  islands  at  present  witiiout  the  aid, 
(Erectly  or  indirectly,  of  the  United  States.  If  this  were 
not  the  case,  unless  the  s^ppUes  could  be  drawn  from 
other  possessions  of  Great  Brit«n,the  undersigned -will 
not  imagine  that  there  could  be  any  motive  or  pretence,  ai 
between  other  nations,  to  exclude  the  United  States,  mm 
especialfy  as  it  is  not  likely  that  any  other  nation  could 
fiirnish  them  on  terms  equally  advantageous. 

But  the  undersigned  majr  assert  with  perfect  mfety,  that, 
for  a  great  portion  of  dieir  principal  supplies^  emedally 
fiour,  InSm  meal,  rice,  boards,  staves,  and  aUapes,  the 
West  In^  islands  most  be,  for  a  loi^  time,  dependent 
upon  the  United  States;  for  rice,  in  fact,  they  most  al- 
ways be  so.  The  proximity  of  the  United  States  and  the 
West  India  islands  to  each  other;  the  adaptation  of  their 
productions  to  titeir  mutual  wants;  the  capacity  of  the 
United  States  to  fumidi  the  prinrapal  aradei  of  pro- 
virions,  at  alt  seasons,  in  a  math  itMe,-  and  by  a  <dieq> 
navigation;  and,  above  aO,  the  extent  sad  stcadiastneas  of 
their  demand  for  the  uhuid  productions,  not  only  cmisti< 
tute  them  the  best  customers  of  the  planters,  but  give 
them  advantages  for  such  a  trade  not  possessed  by  any 
other  nation.  Even  the  British  Northern  possesnona,  if  in 
fikct  they  were  equally  capable  of  producing  the  necessary 
articles,  could  not  enter  into  competition  upon  equal  terms. 
The  phyncal  impediments  which,  for  at  least  ball  the  year, 
embarram  tiieir  interooursc  with  the  island^  coa^el  the 
latter,  during  that  time,  to  look  eilsewliere  fiw  any  imme- 
diate BuppUes  of  which  they  may  stand  in  need. 

Not  to  dwell  too  minutely  on  tbispoint,  the  undenigned 
will  cimteiit  himadf  irith  referring  to  the  general  coune 
and  extent  of  tbii  tnulp  in  *U  put  timesi  to  the  vafau  of 
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the  npplies  unirormly  fumidied  by  the  United  Slate*, 
under  all  the  disadvantages  of  a  restricted  and  embarrass- 
ed intercourse;  and  to  the  vast  amount  wliich  iseven  now 
finding'  its  way  through  indirect  and  difficult,  and  conse- 
queotJy  expensive  channels,  under  a  positive  and  total  in- 
terdict of  the  direct  trade.  Surely  if  other  parts,  with 
which  the  trade  is  not  merely  direct,  but  highly  &vored, 
were  actually  able,  from  their  own  resources  and  produc- 
tions, to  ftimish  these  supplies,  there  would  be  no  recourse 
for  them  to  the  United  States. 

The  underwrncd  is  unable  to  speak  with  precision  of 
the  amount  of  provisions  and  other  articles  actually  sup- 
plied from  the  United  Statesin  the  present  course  of  busi- 
ness. There  is  a  difficulty  in  tracing  the  trade 'through 
the  numerous  channels  into  which  it  has  been  <Uverted 
from  its  natural  coune.  Tabular  stateroents  are  not,  in  all 
respects,  fiill  and  accurate  i  especially  when  ihey  rehte  to 
mercban^se  tratisported  across  the  frontier  lines,  and  pass- 
ing down  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Northern  possessions; 
of  such  there  being  but  little,  if  any,  account  talcen  ta  the 
custom-houses. 

These  circumstances  render  all  coiiclu^ons  on  tliis  sub- 

{'ect  more  or  less  matters  of  conjecture.  It  is  the  opinion* 
lowever,  of  the  most  intelliKent  persons  engaged  in  the 
trade,  boUi  beftnw  and  innee  uie  oraer  in  council  of  1836, 
and  an  opinion  which,  it  is.  believed,  caiinot  be  contro- 
verted, Uiat  an  amount  equal  to  more  than  a  half  of  that 
heretofore  exported  through  ^e  direct  channeb  still  con- 
tinues to  go  by  the  present  circuitous  routes.  It  has  even 
been  asserted  by  intelligent  commercial  men,  that  Jamaica 
has  not  consumed  less  of  the  flour»  and  proviuons  gene- 
raUy,  of  the  United  State%  though  at  an  additional  and 
oppreasivje  expense,  than  when  the  trade  wraa  (Urect.  The 
routes  through  which  these  siippUes  now  pass  comprehend 
BOt  merely  we  Northern  possessions,  which  have  the  soli- 
tary advantage  of  occasionally  affording  a  better  auoK- 
roent  of  goods,  but  the  islands  of  St.  Thomas  and  St. 
Bartholomew,  Martinique,  Guadaloupe,  and  the  port  of 
St.  Jago  de  Cuba. 

It  is  believed  that  those  fiuts  will  be  folly  sustained,  so 
&r  as  certun  official  tetairns  in  the  archives  of  this  Go- 
remment,  to  which  the  undernjpied  has  had  access,  may 
be  relied  on.  One  of  these,  being.a  comparative  account 
of  the  quanti^  of  provisions  and  lumber  imported  into 
the  British  West  Indies  in  the  years  1825  and  1828,  the 
undersigned  has  already  submitted  to  the  Earl  of  Aber- 
deen as  deserving  of  particular  attention.  It  would  ap- 
pear from  this,  that,  of  the  com  and  grun  imported  into 
thi:Be  islands  in  1825,  amounting  to  38S,333  bushels, 
237,246  bushels  were  introduced  from  tlie  United  SUtes, 
7,013  friHn  the  Bliti^  colonies  in  Nortli  America.  9,249 
from  the  forei^  West  Indies,  1,584  from  foreign  Europe, 
and  the  remamder  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the 
islands  of  Jersey  and  Gnemsey}  thus  constituting  the 
United  Btates,  in  the  regular  course  of  the  trade,  the  natu- 
ral imd  cheapest  source  of  supply.  It  also  appears  that 
m  the  year  1838,  of  the  aggn^ate  importation,  then  re- 
duced to  35 1,833  bushels,  37  bushels  only  were  introduced 
directly  from  the  United  States;  but,  from  the  foreign 
West  Indies,  136,231t  from  the  British  colonies  in  Nonh 
America,  45,495;  from  foreign  Europe,  464t  and  fi-om  the 
United  Kingdom,  See-  172,718  budiels. 

In  1825,  there  were  imported  into  the  same  islands 
303,737  barrels  of  meal  and  flouri  of  which  tlie  United 
States  supplied  directly  161,5G8|  the  British  colonies  in 
North  America,  4,333i  foreign  Europe,  400|  foreigii  West 
Indies,  31,090,  and  the  United  mngdom,  Stc.  15,447  bai^ 
rels.  In  1838,  the  aggregate  importation  of  the  same  arti- 
cles was  306,653  barreb;  of  which  the  United  States  sent 
directly  940  barrels,  ami  the  foreign  West  Indies,  143,092; 
the  Biiti^  colonies  in  North  America,  36^766;  fcxvtgn 
Europe,  1,13«,  aad  the  United  Kingd<Hn,  35,331. 
.  A  nnglarreaalt  IB  more  ftrikingly  presented  in  the  article 


ofricet and itisslsoahownbythesame account,  that,aflbe 
amount  of  lumber  introduced  since  the  interruption  ttc 
direct  trade,  nearly  one-half  of  the  most  valmble  kinds 
which  previoudv  went  directly  fmm  the  United  Stated 
passed  through  tne  fiweign  West  Indies;  of  shingles  cone- 
derably  more  than  one-huf;and  of  staves,  agTcaterrnnnibcr 
were  imported  from  the  foreign  West  Im^es  in '  1838,  tbaa 
were  introduced  directly  from  Ute  United  Statesin  1825. 

It  will  not  cscwe  attenUon  of  the  Eari  of  Abc^ 
deen  that  Um  foreigii  West  Indies  derive  tb^  ncans  tf 
exporting  these  articles  principalhr,  if  not  exdiuarelr, 
from  the  United  States;  and  that,  wnile  the  impmtance  to 
the  planters  of  their  direct  trade  with  the  latter  is  thus 
exemplified  by  these  statements,  it  is  also'  shown  thst  the 
diversion  of  it  into  indirect  and  circuitoos  cbanncb  does 
not  oimfer  equally  nibttantial  advantage  upoo  the  Britidi 
NcMtbem  eoUMiies. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  unders^ed  takes 
leave  to  ask,  why  may  not  these  supplier  which  must 
thus  necessarily  be  dnwn  from  the  United  States,  be 
furnished  by  means  of  a  direct  trade'  It  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  evils  of  the  indirect  trade  "faU  upon  the 
planters.  Among  these  may  be  conwdered  the  charges 
of  double  fr«ght  and  insurance,  the  expenses  of  ttatuhip- 
men^and  the  c<HDiiHaBions  and  duties  in  the  ncotrsXidind^ 
estinuAed  at  fifty  per  centum  on  the  lint  cost  of  lumber, 
and  fi^m  fifteen  to  twenty  per  centum  on  proviBons.  So 
far  as  this  estimate  relates  to  lumber,  it  is  nJly  warranted 
by  the  official  account  of  the  comparative  prices  of  thst 
article  in  Jamaica  in  the  years  1825  and  1828,  already  su!>- 
mitted  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen ;  and,  aa  it  remects  pro- 
nwons,  die  duty  of  five  shiltmgs  per  barrel  on  floor,  aol 
in  proportion  on  other  articles,  as  completely  suatunsiu 
But  to  these  evils,  great  as  they  are,  must  be  adided  the  total 
loss  of  the  market  offered  by  the  United  States  underact 
recttrade,tiie  extent  and  advantages  of  which  bavealrc*4* 
been  shown,  and  would  have  continued  for  an  indr&D.te 
length  of  time,  if  not  interrupted  by  these  rcstrkticat. 

It  is  true  the  cultivation  of  sugar  had  been  commenced, 
and  is  extending  in  the  United  States,  but  under  dtScd- 
ties  and  impediments  arising  from  the  nature  of  the  cliWe, 
and  the  frequent  imwy  of  the  crops  by  the  vsnablenns 
of  the  seasons.   It  has  to  contend,  also,  with  the  siqxsi- 
ority,  if  not  the  indispensable  necessity  of  ff»rei^  sagw 
for  the  purpose  of  tlie  refiner.    The  demand  of  the  blW 
is  steadfastand  increasing,  being  commensurmte,  not  mcreW 
with  the  consumption  of  refined  sugar  ia  the  Umtcd 
States,  but  the  growing  trade  in  it  with  all  pails  of  the 
world.    The  exportation  of  refined  sugar  ha«  alao  bees 
fivtber  encouraged  by  a  recent  augmentation  of  the  draw- 
back, placing  it  on  an  equal  footing  with  domraiic 
in  respect  to  foreign  markets.  Under  these  circumstances 
while  the  direct  trade  remained  open,  there  would,  as  hu 
been  said,  have  continued  a  great  and  au^mentii^  de- 
mand for  the  West  India  sugars  for  an  iodefinite  length  c^f 
time.    The  present  restrictions,  however,  tnennce  the 
planter  with  its  totsl  los^  i^  in  fact,  they  have  not  alTraiv 
ensured  it.  In  proportion  as  they  augment  the  cmbanasi- 
raents  >nd  expense  of  the  trade  with  the  BritUt  West 
India  islands,  tiiey  compel  the  United  Statn  togrvw  their 
own  sugar,  and  act  as  bounties  to  encourage  aira  improie 
its  caltivfttion;  or  they  induce  them  to  look' for  tfaeb- in- 
dispensable supplies  to  other  islands  more  libeial  in 
commercial  regulations. 

In  themesntime,  the  planters,  while  they  loae  a  mark:*., 
ample,  constant,  wofitaole,  and  oontiguoua,  find  no  »■ 
demnification  m  that  of  the  Northern  pofiaeanon^  vhoe 
consumption  is  c<wipsrativciy  limited,  nor.in  that  of  ut 
mother  country;  for  tliere,  in  addition  to  the  low  p:~£f5 
already  adverted  to,  they  must  encounter  the  siigar  cf  tb; 
Mauritius,  which,  being  now  placed  on  an  equadity 
tlieir  own,  has  increased  the  amount  of  its  importatioa,  e 
the  course  of  five  yesrib  froA  four  thotisand  six  hund.-«-- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPEOTIX— 2V  Gates  Sf  SeaUm'a  Register, 


clxxxvii 


TVade  with  Britiak  Cobniea. 


[SlttCon.  SdSEH. 


>nly  CDmpensation,  in  tlut  respect,  to  Grekt  Britun,  is  to 
>c  found  in4he  circuitous  voyages  which  British  vessels 
Tiay  make  from  that  country  throue^  the  United  States 
ind  her  West  India  culoniesf  and  I  feel  quite  confident — 
L  tltink  an^'  man  acquainted  with  the  subject  will  be  of  the 
umc  opinion — that  even  ffnuiting  them  that  privileife,  will 
leave  more  than  three^fourtha  of  the  intercourse  to  our 
ves&els!'"  •  •  •  -        •  • 

"  It  will  not  escape  you  that  the  intercourse  by  aea  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  British  West  Indies  and 
North  American  colonies  has  already  been  considered  as 
neceasarihr  connected  together  by  the  British  Gorem- 
ment»  and  that  this  connexion  has  been  kept  up  in  the  acts 
of  Purliament,  in  the  articles  proposed  to  Mr.  Rush,  and 
indeed  in  all  former  proposals  on  uieir  part" 

In  consequence,  as  it  may  be  supposed,  of  this  explantr 
tion  and  advice  from  }As.  Gallatin,  our  Government 
thenceforward  abandoned  whatever  pretensions  they  may 
have  previously  set  up  beyond  the  acts  of  Parliament.  In 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Clay,  dated  the  11th  April,  1827,  con- 
taining further  instructions  to  Hr-  Gallatin,  be  was  inform- 
ed **  tliat  Uie  President  is  willing  to  recommend  to  Con- 
gress, at  its  next  sesnon,  first,  to  suspend  the  alien  duties 
on  British  vessels  and  eat^oes,  and  idlow  their  entry  into 
otir  ports  with  the  same  kind  of  British  or  British  colonial 
produce  as  may  be  imported  in  American  vessels,  the  ves- 
sels of  both  countries  paying  the  same  charges;  and,  se- 
condly, to  abolish  the  restriction  in  the  act  of  1823  to  the 
direct  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the  Bri- 
tish colonics,  leaving  Great  Britain  in  the  exclusive  posses- 
sion of  the  circuitous  trade  between  Great  Britun  proper, 
througb  hercoloniea, and  tlie  United  States.  Mr.  Gallatin  will 
inquire  whether  tlie  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress  to  that 
effect  would  lead  to  the  revocation  of  the  British  order  in 
council  of  July,  1827,  to  the  abolition  of  tlie  discriminating 
duties  on  American  vessels  in  the  British  colonial  ports, 
and  to  the  enjoyment  by  our  vessels  of  the  advantages 
offered  by  the  act  of  the  5th  of  Jul];,  18S5." 

These  propositions  were  communicated  by  Mr.  Galbtin 
to  the  British  Government,  in  a  note  to  Lord  Dudley,  of 
the  17th  of  August,  1827,  in  which  he  remarks  that  "  this 
mode  would  repeaJ  all  former  acts  of  the  American  Go- 
vernment which  had  been  objected  to  by  Great  Briuin, 
fulfil  the  condition  in  the  act  of  Parliament  as  now  under- 
stoodt  And  remove  every  obstacle  in  the  way  to  an  arrange- 
ment; but  that  it  would  be  useless  for  the  Preudent  to 
make  such  recommendation  without  first  ascertaining  tlie 
intentions  of  the  British  Government!"  and  he  tlierefore 
inquired  "whether,  upon  the  passage  of  such  an  act  as 
tlic  President  proposes  to  recommend,  the  British  Govern- 
ment would  allow  to  American  vessels  tlie  privile^s  of 
trade  and  intercourse  according  to  the  act  of  the  5th  of 
July,  1825."  With  these  communications,  if  will  be  seen 
that  my  instructions,  and  the  overture  by  me  submitted 
on  tlie  12th  of  December  last,  and  now  assented  to  by 
Great  Britain,  are  entirely  coinddcnt. 

I  have  been  thus  minute,  that  tlie  precise  and  uniform 
oI)jcct  of  our  negotiation  with  this  Government  should  not 
be  mistaken;  anil  that  the  Preudent,  clearly  and  expUcitly 
understanding  thfese,  may  feel  no  hesitation,  when  execut- 
ing the  hWf  to  interpret  each  particular  clause  in  con- 
formity with  the  obnous  scope  and  design  of  the  act. 

Less  difficulty,  if  possible,  than  on  these  points,  can 
exist  in  regard  to  the  entry  of  British  vessels  and  their 
cai^foesin  the  ports  of  the  Uiiite<l  States,  from  the  islands, 
provinces,  or  colonies,  designated  in  the  second  section  of 
the  act.  According  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  despatch,  "the 
intercourse  by  sea  between  the  United  States  and  the  Bri- 
^  West  Incuea  and  North  American  colonies  has  already 
been  considered  as  necessarily  connected  tt^ther  by  the 
British  Government,  and  that  tliis  connexion  has  heen 
kept  up  ui  all  tile  acts  of  Parliament."  It  will  not.  there- 
fore, be  now  sepaTBted.   The  general  terms  employed  in 


this  section  are  sufficiently  eoroprehenaire  to  embrace  any 
description  of  entry;  and  in  his  instructions  to  the  several 
collectors,  the  President  may  prt^ierly  direct  an  entry 
sinular  to  that  specified  in  the  first  section  the  bill*  ain 
in  the  spirit  of  our  proposttitm. 

Such,  I  presume,  was  the  purpose  of  flie  Irnir.  X  hare^ 
however,  suggested  to  this  Govemment,  in  answer  to  the 
difficulty  felt  upon  this  point,  the  possbility  these 
general  terms  may  have  proceeded  from  an  appreben^n 
of  the  existing  discriminating  duty,  of  one  dollar  per  ton 
on  American  vessels  in  these  Northern  colonial  ports. 
Should  such  be  the  case,  it  will  not  escape  you  that  this 
duty  is  prescribed  by  the  order  of  the  King  in  council,  in 
1823,  in  retaliation  of  our  law  of  that  year;  and  that,  by 
the  terms  of  my  proposition,  it  will  be  now  abolished. 

If  the  remaining  words  of  apparent  difficulty  constitute 
a  provision  inconsistent  with  our  supposition  and  the  act 
of  Sth  July,  1825,  I  am  obliged  to  confess  myself  inca- 
pable of  comprehending  either  their  object  or  meaning- 
I  refer,  of  course,  to  the  following  clause:  "  Leaving  the 
commercial  intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  all  other 
parts  of  the  British  dcnninions  or  possessions  on  a  footing 
not  less  favorable  to  the  United  States  than  it  now  is." 

Such  a  provision,  or  anything  resembling  it,  is  now  in- 
troduced for  the  first  time  into  our  legislation  upon  this 
subject.  With  all  other  parts  of  the  British  dominions, 
our  commercial  intercourse  is  regulated  either  by  the  con- 
vention witli  Great  Britain,  or,  with  the  exception  of  the 
ports  in  the  Northern  provinces,  absolutely  prohibited  by 
nets  of  Parliament.  No  legislation  on  ntner  nde  can 
affect  the  stipulations  of  the  convention,  and  any  relaxa- 
tion of  existing  prohibitions  must  be  beneficial. 

This  clause,  as  it  stands,  if  it  be  not  altogether  nuga- 
tory and  out  of  place,  would  seem  rather  to  apprehend 
some  evil,  not  understood  or  explained,  from  advantages 
to  be  conferred  on  our  trade  by  Great  Britain.  In  any 
view  of  the  subject,  however,  it  can  |>roperly  relate  only 
to  the  footing  on  which  Dur  commercial  nitcrcourse  with 
other  ports  will  he  led  at  the  time  of  conceding  such  ad- 
vantages. Happily,  therefore,  with  whatever  object  the 
clause  may  have  been  introduced,  the  President  may  issue 
his  proclamation  with  every  assurance  that  tlic  correspond- 
ent acts  on  the  part  of  this  Government  will  leave  "the 
commercial  intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  all  other 
parts  of  the  British  dominions  on  a  footing  not  lessftvoia- 
ble  to  the  United  States  than  it  now  is." 

That  you  may  have  all  the  British  acts  of  Parliament  re- 
lative to  this  subject  before  you,  and  compare  without  dif- 
ficnlly  the  various  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  5th  of  July, 
1825,  for  the  encoun^mcnt  of  British  shipping  and  navi- 
gation,- and  of  that  of  the  same  date  regulating  the  trade 
witli  the  British  possessions  abroad,  I  have  the  honor  here- 
with to  forward  you  '*  Hume's  Custom  Laws,"  contuning 
all  that  may  be  useful  in  your  researches. 

The  observations  of  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  relative  to 
the  scale  of  duties  in  favor  of  those  interests  incidentally 
fostered  by  the  suspension  of  theinterconrse  between  the 
United  States  and  the  West  Indies,  are  leas  unfavorable 
than,  at  the  date  of  my  despatch  of  the  6th  of  April,  I 
had  reason  to  apprehend.  It  was  on  the  ground  of  tiiis 
apprehension,  principally,  that,  in  my  note  to  Lord  Aber- 
deen of  tiie  12th  of  July  last,  I  alluded  so  particularly  to 
the  acts  of  Congress  reducing  the  duty  on  several  articles 
of  West  India  produce. 

Though  it  may  be  probable  that  the  schedule  of  duties 
adopted  contemporaneously  with  the  act  of  Parliament  of 
the  5th  of  July,  1835,  will  be  hereafter  modiBed,  the  ef- 
fect.nuist  be  more  severely  felt  by  the  West  In^  planter, 
already  overburdened,  than  by  our  merchants;  and  lu 
this  there  is  a  safe  guaranty  a^dnst  any  exeeasive  alten^ 
tion.  There  is  good  reason  to  believe,  moreover,  tliat 
such  modification,  whenever  it  shall  be  made,  will  consist 
in  reducing  the  duty  on  some  important  articles,  while  it 
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deen  will  percdre  that,  ■Iter  a  full  experiment  of  the  «d- 
TMitagea  idFonled  to  the  Britiih  Northern  colonies  by  the 
present  courte  of  trade,  they  are  in  ftct  dependent  upon 
the  United  States  for  connderabljr  more  than  double  the 
amount  of  their  exports  to  the  British  West  Indies. 

By  these  statements,  it  appears  that,  in  1828,  the  British 
Northern  colmies  exported  to  the  British  West  Indis 
idandi  45,495  busheb  of  comand  min,  and,  as  far  as  tlie 
trade  in  may  be  considered  indicative  of  that  of  1828, 
they  received  from  the  United  States  88,456  bushels  of 
the  same  articles;  that,  of  flour  and  meal,  they  received 
fi-om  U^e  United  States  136,770  barrels,  and  exported  to 
the  West  Indies  only  36,766;  and  that  a  like  proportion  is 
observable  in  the  articles  of  ship  bread,  and  biscuit,  snd 
rice.  Of  lumber,  the  official  tables  of  the  United  States 
are  not  supposed  to  afford  any  aatis&ctorr  account)  and,  in 
respect  to  pot  and  pearl  auies,  the  British  statement  is 
ailent;  though  it  will  probably  be  conceded  the  sup- 
plies of  thelatler  article*  are  principaUf  fiom  the  United 
States. 

On  lookinif  to  the  lai^  amount  of  importations  from 
the  United  States  by  the  British  Northern  cbloniea,  the 
compuatiTcly  fmall  exportation  from  the  Utter  to  the  Bri- 
tiah  West  Inmea  cannot  eacape  obserratioD.  That  these 
islands,  require  much  more  tlian  the  quantity  furnished 
them  by  the  North,  is  shown,  not  only  by  tlie  table  of  their 
direct  trade  with  the  United  States,  but  by  the  amount 
ftirnished  at  present,  under  all  the  pressure  of  the  dis- 
criminating  duties,  from  the  foret^  West  Indies.  It  is  a 
matter,  in  fact,  that  does  not  admit  of  a  doubt.  That  the 
Northern  colonies  do  not,  under  these  circumstances,  send 
more  of  the  produce  received  by  them  from  the  Umted 
States^  must  be  dtber  because  a  preat  part  of  it  is  absorb- 
ed by  the  demands  for  the  home  consumption,  or  that  it  is 
necessary  for  their  export  trade  with  other  parts  of  the 
world.  The  first  cause  satisfactorily  evinces  the  incapaci- 
ty of  those  possessions,  even  under  their  present  advan- 
tages, to  augment,  in  any  conuderable  degree,  their  own 
productions^  the  last  docs  not  merely  evince  this,  but  ma- 
nifests more  strikingly  the  inexpediency  of  their  claim  to  a 
monopoly  of  the  trade  with  the  Westlnmes,  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  United  States,  upon  whose  productions  tiiey  are 
themselves  dependent,  not  only  for  their  trade  Jwith  the 
West  Indies,  but  also  for  tliat  with  the  mother  country, 
and  with  the  foreign  European  ports. 

If  these  facts  Should  be  considered  as  requiring  fiirtlier 
confirmation,  it  may  be  found  in  tiic  testimony  of  several 
of  the  most  intelligent  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  colo- 
nies, taken,  in  1826,  before  the  select  committee  on  emi- 
gration, by  which  it  appears  that,  at  tliat  pcriot,!,  and  pre- 
viously, Lower  Canacladid  not  supply  any  fioiir  suited  to 
tlie  West  India  market;  and  that  tlie  whole  of  the  exports 
of  the  Upper  Province,  not  exceeding  40,000  barrels, 
were  disposed  of  in  the  ports  of  Newfoundland,  New 
BrunawicK,  and  Halifax,  and  were  tnsufTicieiit  for  their 
wants;  that  Q.ucbec  depended,  in  a  great  degree,  for  pro- 
Tinona,  upon  the  supplies  furnished  by  the  United  States; 
and  that  Canada,  at  the  time,  found  the  utmost  difficulty  in 
mhsisting  her  own  population.  It  was  further  stated  in 
that  testimony,  that  "  there  was  not  sufBcicnt  corn  grown 
in  Upper  Canada  to  induce  any  foreign  market  to  deal  with 
them;  and  tiiat  it  would  be  extremely  desirable,  for  some 
years  to  come,  to  introduce  American  flour  into  tlic  Cana- 
das,  in  order  to  make  up  their  dcficltfor  the  supply  of  the 
WcBtln^s:*'  that,  in  fact,  their  own  supply  to  the  West 
Indian  merchant  was  very  inconsiderable,  and  ■*  that  they 
formed  a  very  secondary  consideration  in  his  estimation." 


One  of  the  persons  examined  on  that  occasion,  a  lepslative 
councillor  of  Lower  Canada,  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  and  as 
one  whrdi  he  thought  would  be  taken  for  granted,  that 
the  provinces  of  the  two  Canadas  would  not  be  able,  from 

their  own  produce,  to  supply  a  single  l>arrel  of  flour  to  .ouTtrd  mv  uimi  wi  hk-  v»  csi  mutes,  or  c«i-"  -  ■■ 
the  West  Indian  market  fur  the  next  twenty  years,  \rith-  'going  fruin  the  United  States,  will  not  be  asaencd  ' 


out  presuming  that  any  of  these  o^iuonssrsiiisllm|iedi 
accurate,  but  making  ^'"^^  allowance  fi»  ibe  chuMUr 
of  such  answers,  which,  if  in  any  degree  crrontau^iit 
likely  to  err  in  &vor  of  the  Canadss,  it  inaj  be  nfely  tnd 
confidcnUy  assumed  that  the  Northern  pOMnaoni  do  ml 
now,  and  cannot  for  a  great  number  of  Tcut,  hovtnr 
they  may  be  &Tored  anuencounfe^produce  the  raju- 
ute  supplies  for  the  West  Indies.  Tfacy  must  relj  upcn 
other  sources,  and  principally  upon  the  Uoited  Stito,  mt 
merely  to  furnish  me  deficiency,  but  u  consaincn  of  ibe 
West  India  produce.  To  this  extent,  snd  fortbncpsi' 
poses,  the  proposition  of  the  undeniniedubftiridiKct 
intercourse.  The  undersigned  would  here  obserre,  am- 
over,  that  the  Northern  colonies  ofler  u  little  idnatue 
in  tlieir  demand  for  the  produce  of  the  Britidi  Vett  hn 
islwida,  as  in  their  ca|wci^  to  furnidi  supiilica  Be  ii 
aware  of  the  erroneous  suppontion  that  tbeCBitcdSttM, 
in  their  direct  trade  with  tiie  British  West  Initt  berrioiwf, 
did  not  take  ao  much  of  their  produce  ssof^>rcTr,  tofwin- 
vested,  as  it  was  imagined,  in  Uie  produce  of  otbttidind'. 
So  far,  however,  as  it  may  be  thought  loupieu  un^- 
vorable  courac  ^  trade  between  the  Unitn  Stituind 
tliose  island^  he  may  confidently  rely  for  iu  nfiititni,  net 
only  upon  ita  obvious  improbabili^,  but  Dpon  (be  pi4 
and  even  the  present  course  of  the  trade. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  restrictions  by  vhicbtbttii^u 
the  United  States  with  the  British  Wed  Indies  hub«D» 
frequently  embarrassed,  offered  peculiar  induceaitiiliiii 
the  importation  ofspe^e;  but  on  this  head  tbeunduigiKi' 
may  venture  to  aflirm  that  the  amount  of  spcoebaiiAtf 
any  period  of  the  direct  trade,  exceeded  much  smUM 
one-rourtli  of  the  impm^tion  into  the  Umltd  S<>K* 
through  those  islanda. 

Without  stopping  to  detect  the  error  of  wppwinC 
thing  unfavorable  to  the  general  result  of  ti*« 
exchange  of  specie  for  produce,  which  l/ai  Abtniwj 
aware  is  a  natural  occurrence,  incident  to  cocnrotrce *» 
parts  of  Uie  world,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  [^>sePctbA» 
the  advantages  of  the  direct  trade  to  the  West  In^  ^ 
were  never  doubted,  it  may  &irly  be  inferred  th»t  it"- 
changes  were  mutually  maSe  in  the  most  i)rofitibk»™' 
um.  That  specie  was  occasionally  receiveii(brp"*UW 
supplies  furnished  by  the  United  States,  need  nolJ*  -!- 
nied;  which  would  prove,  only,  tiiat,  fromilie  pKmif 
suit  of  their  traffic  with  olhcr'parts,  the  West  Indiif*'- 
era  were  enabled  to  deal  more  profitjd>ly  in  specif  f"^'' ' 
produce  of  tlie  United  States— tliua  affording  >il"-i'«" 
ilhutntion  of  tlie  mutual  advantace  of  thtdr  uiitianj" 
But  the  undersigncfl  takes  leave  wholly  ^  ^ 

cie  was  so  taken  for  tlie  purpose  of  being  inve*ttd  *^ ' 
lar  articles  in  the  foreign  islands. 

Unless  an  occasional  instance  of  the  kind  hiibruip^ 
ducedby  the  pressure  of  thoae.restriclions  »tiitn  • ' 
now  proposed  to  abolii^h,  the  occurrence  of  it 
gfuc  in  tlie  merchant  the  unaccountable  fcillj;of>^^. 
ting  to  a  prolonged  voyage,  but  reduced  freirtf.  ' 
the  other  disadvantages  of  a  circuitous  trade,  in 
after  commodities  which  laj-  ready  at  band,  and 
might  conv  ey  immi^diately  to  bis  market  bj  » '•'^ 
voyage,  and  at  a  belter  freight. 

It  will  doubliess,  however,  occur  to  Lord  ^^'S'Z 
tiiut,  whatever  may  iiave  been  the  course  or  mJnf^  f 
exchanges  in  a  direct  trade,  they  were  not  nitreW*^/^ 
to  the  ncccb^tics  of  the  parties,  but  aie  notliti«i . 
improved  under  the  embarraaaments  of  an  imfcrttt  ir-^ 
or  tliat  more  produce  and  lew  specie  aoiiU  P** 
Uu-ough  the  circuitous  tlian  die  direct  channel- 
Though  the  Northern  colonies  may  becwne  tbc 


ricrs,  they  do  nottliereby  become  the  consurtii-Ts,  J 
to  a  limited  extent,  of  the  West  India  produce   >  ^ 
capacity  to  consume  in  prcxiuce  tlie  value  t>f  alf  ™Ff; 
cju-ried  by  them  to  tlio  West  Indies,  or  eveool  t!"'  . , 
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tberefiire,  it  is  not  perceived  how  such  produce  can  be 
recdred  by  them,  unless  from  a.reliance  on  the  consump- 
tion of  it  in  the  United  States,  or  other  foreign  parts. 
deed,  itiKsne  of  the  offidal  and  other  statements  furnished 
hy  those  provinces  to  the  Britisli  Government,  the  advan- 
ti^a  of  a  free  trannt  of  American  flour  thrmigh  the 
Northern  possessions  are  ar^ed  from  the  expectation 
that  those  districts  in  the  United  States  which  furnish  tlie 
flour  will  receive  from  the  Canadians  foreign  produce  in , 
barter!  Not  to  advert  to  the  complete  annihilation  of 
such  expectation  by  an  interdict  of  the  supply  through 
sudi  a  channel,  it  must  be  ob'nous  that  the  United  States 
will  not  take  more  produce  or  less  specie  under  the  em- 
barnunents  <^  an  indirect  intercourse.  It  is,,  on  the 
contrary,  reaaonahle  to  infer  that,  in  such  case,  fur  the 
more  bulky  articles  of  West  India  produce,  they  would 
be  led  to  rely,  in  a  still  greater  degree,  upon  foreirn 
islands^  with  augmented  faciUtiea;  atul  that  they  would 
require  specie  in  return  for  that  portion  of  their  supplies 
pa^n^  tbrough  the  Northern  coianiest  thereby  increas- 
ing rattier  than  diministung  thedrain  of  that  article,  so  far 
03  It  may  be  supposed  to  be  affected  by  those  regulations. 

The  underugned  would  beg  leave  fiirther  to  observe, 
that  a  refusal  of  the  proposition  which  he  baa  had  the 
honor  to  make  can  have  no  other  obvious  pretence  than, 
by  means  of  a  monopoly,  to  give  a  forced  growth  to  the 
productioni  of  the  Northern  posseariona,  and,  iii  the  tnetui 
time,  to  compel  the  carrying  of  the  produce  of  the  United 
States  and  that  of  the  Dritiah  West  Indies  tlirougli  their 
ports! 

The  very  necesnty  of  a  monopoly  to  effect  such  a  pur- 
pose, however,  clearly  points  out  the  difficulties  of  pro- 
duction, and  the  (.  nibarrassments  of  such  a  course  of  trade, 
and  shows  tlic  losses  and  distresses  to  which  the  planter 
must  be  subjected  for  an  indefinite  length  of  time. 

It  is  b^  no  means  certain,  liowcver,  that  these  objects 
are  coiisistc-nt  with  each  other,  and  that  the  abundant  sup- 
ply of  the  productions  of  the.  United  States  thi-ough  the 
Northern  ports  would  not  M  effccUitdly  discourage  the 
productions  of  those  )>ossession9  as  the  direct  trade,  and 
in  this  way  perpetuate  tlic  monopoly.    Such  a  result  is 
shown  to  be  more  tliait  probable  by  the  fure^oii^  obsirr- 
vations,  and  by  the  official  statements  to  wliicit  liicy  ap- 
ply.   But  it  is  perfectly  certain  that,  if  this  monopoly 
should  have  the  iiucnded  clti.ct  of  fostering  the  growth 
in  Canada  of  tlie  ai-licles  lectuired  fur  the  Wcsit  India 
niarkot,  it  would  abo  have  the  cflTcct  of  impelling  .the 
United  States  to  the  cultivation  within  themselvtrs  of  the 
articles  for  wliicli  thty  have  been  accvutomiri  to  depend 
upon  the  West  Indies,  and  consequently  of  dliijinishing 
tlicir  demand  for  those  articles.    Tlie  ability  of  the  North 
to  supply  the  planter,  therefore,  would  be  aUeiided  with 
the  lots  tu  the  latter  of  the  means  of  purchasing  the  supply. 

The  reasonable  duty  proposed  by  the  act  of  1825,  even 
without  the  aid  of  the  additional  privileges  to  which  the 
undersigned  has  heretofore  presumed  to  allude,  by  gi'a- 
dually  and  reciprocally  developing  the  resoiircca  and  ttic 
meuns  of  consumption  of  the  Kortlierii  poBse:ision!',  by 
prot-idinff  m  necessary  revenue  for  the  planters,  and  in 
the  interim  aflurding  them  an  advanta^-ous  marhet, 
iiroiild  be  much  mare  cfleclual  in  attaining  ul)  rational  and 
iesirable  ends. 

From  an  im]>artiuLl  vil  w  of  all  the  considerutions  involv- 
ed in  tlie  subject,  may  not  such  a  course  be  deemed  wur- 
hy  at  least  of  an  experiment?  Wheliier  we  regard  the 
general  deductions  of  argument,  or  the  seivcs  of  imlis- 
tittablc  facts  aribjng  out  of  the  course  of  tiadc  before  and 
nee  the  order  in  council  of  1826,  it  can  scarcely  be  de- 
icd  that  the  present  state  of  things  Ims,  thus  far,  pro- 
uccd  ^eater  injury  to  tlie  Brll.sh  West  Indies  tlian 
enefit  to  the  British  Northern  poasessions;  m\d  that  the 
:-g-iilutions  of  the  act  of  1825  would  be  extremely  bene- 
c  hI  to  the  plant'-rs,  if  indeed  not  absclutely  rcniotUal  of, 


their  great  distress,  will  not  be  questioned.  From  a  re- 
currence to  those  regulations,  tiia*efore,  much  poutive 
good  ia  certain  to  arise;  whereas  the  injury  apprcAended 
to  others  exists  only  in  conjecture,  can  he  ascertained 
<mly  by  experience,  and  may  always  be  remedied  by  the 
protecting  measures  of  Great  Britain.  It  would  appear, 
therefore,  to  the  undersigned,  not  merely  courteous  to 
the  United  States,  but  just  to  the  various  possesuons  of 
Great  Britain,  to  recur  to  the  expetUent  of  tiying,  under 
the  favorable  legislation  of  both  countries,  the  real  utility 
of  the  a4)*utment  of  1825. 

If  the  encouragement  of  tfie  Nor^m  productiona  be 
not  suffident  in  its  results  to  justify  the  permanent  exclu- 
sion of  those  of  the  United  States  from  the  British  West 
India  idands,  it  is  equally  unreasonable  to  insist  that  the 
latter  and  the  produce  of  the  islands  shall  be  carried  cir- 
cuitously  through  the  Northern  ports,  at  a  loss  to  the  pro- 
ducer. The  present  demand,  in  ad^tion  to  the  indemni- 
ties actually  enjoyed  by  the  Northern  ports,  strips  the 
West  India  planter  of  every  advantage  intended  for  him 
by  the  act  of  1825,  taking  from  him  not  merely  the  gene- 
ral bene6t8  of  a  direct  trade,  but  at  the  same  time  depriv- 
ing him  of  the  revenue  provided  for  the  support  of  the 
local  Government.  Th^the  productions  sent  through 
the  Canaflas  are  not  cheaper  in  the  West  Indies  tluin  tiiose 
gcnng  through  other  ports,  is  shown  by  the  fact,  already 
made  apparent,  that  a  very  important  part  of  their  supply 
is  carriea  in  the  Utter  way,  and  especiajly  tlirough  the 
Danirii  islands)  but,  as  no  dnty  is  collected  on  that  com- 
ing from  the  British  possesnons,  the  planter,  on  his  pa^Hg 
the  same  price  as  for  that  charged  with  a  du^,  imiat,  in 
addition,  make  up,  by  some  other  means,  the  loas  to  his 
revenue. 

It  is  at  sudi  sacrifices  of  public  cmivderatMtia,  and  of 
important  interestsof  Great  Britain  herself,  that  the  pre- 
sent claim  is.  made,  of  fto^cing  the  trade  of  die  Umted 
States  with  the  Britidi  West  India  Island*  through  the 

British  Noitbem  possessions. 

The  undersigned  might  here  ask  the  ijuestion,  whether 
advantages  like  these  now  claimed,  uncertain  and  cori- 
tingent  as  they  must  necessarily  be,  deserved,  to  be  che- 
rislicd  at  the  risk  which  must  eventually  attend  them?  Are 
they  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  justify  Uie  encouragement 
of  a  spirit  of  jealousy  between  two  neighboring  nations, 
whose  prosperity,  it  is  admitted,  would  be  best  promoted 
by  mutual  goodwill,  wthe  sowing  in  the  population  of 
these  Norlhcrn  possessions  the  seeds  of  commercial  hos- 
tiliiy,  which  may  produce  roots  of  bitterness  difficult  to 
be  eradicated? 

Tlie  undersigned,  however,  hopes  to  be  excused  fbr 
asking  Lord  Abenteen  to  consider  whether  this  claim  be 
not  as  difficult  of  attainment  in  feet,  at  it  is  of  justifies- 
lion  in  reason. 

That  the  United  States  may  be  prevented  from  enjoy- 
ing a  direct  trade  with  the  British  West  India  isbinds,  is 
not  to  be  questioned;  but  it  docs  not  follow  that  they  can 
be  compelled  to  carry  on  tlie  indirect  trade  through  the* 
UritsI)  Northern  ]>oseesstoiis  in  preference  to  the_  other 
ports,  and  in  opposition  to  the  interest  and  inclinations  of 
the  American  people.  To  ensure  a  continuance  of  such 
a  cunstnu'ned  state  of  tilings,  would  require  a  fiir  greater 
degree  of  liivor  lluin  Cri-at  Biitain  g'ves  to  those  posses- 
woiisat  piesent,  or  could  give  at  any  time,  without  effect- 
ing the  ruin  of  her  Wewt  India  planters. 

The  present  course  of  trade  through  those  colonies,  in 
fact,  owes  its  existence,  in  a  great  measure,  tu  the  tolera- 
tion and  forbearance  of  the  United  States.  T  hey  have 
submitted  to  it  fur  the  iT«ment,  in -the  cxpcctiition  that  the 
rcguliitioM  of  the  Ol  der  of  1826  were  merely  temporary, 
^iral  would  yivhl,  in  due  time,  to  a  Lheral  regard  to  the 
gcmral  interests  of  commerce.  Biit  when  Great  Britain 
shall  avow  the  intention  permanently  to  exclude  the 
United  Stales  from  the  direct  trade  wiUi  her  West  India 
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ubnds,  and  to  compel  the  interctun^  of  their  products 
to  ptsB  through  her  Northern  possessions,  for  the  purpose 
of  creating  or  sustaining  rival  interests  in  that  quarter,  it 
will  then  be  for  the  United  States  to  decide  wh^er  their 
indirect  trade  may  not  be  more  profitably  conducted 
through  other  channels. 

So  entirely  dependent  are  the  Northern  possesions  up- 
on Ihe  will  of  the  United  States  for  the  advantages  which 
they  now  enjt^,  that  a  simple  repeal  of  the  restrictions 
aUuded  to  in  the  propo^on  which  the  undenigned  had 
the  honor  to  submit,  if  the  United  States  coulil  be  sup- 
posed so  entirely  unmindftil  of  their  navigation  interests 
and  enterprise,  as  to  make  it,  without  any  act  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain,  would  effrctually  destmy  their  monopoly. 
And,  moreover,  if  it  sitould  be  deemed  necessaiy  or  pro- 
per to  aim  meaaurea  at  flieae  prorincea  alone,  tlte  nermis- 
nen  at  a  direct  trade  from  the  porta  of  the  United  States 
to  tiie  British  islands,  in  British  veaaeb,  other  than  those 
owned  in  the  Northern  ports,  would  not  only  break  up 
the  existing  trade  in  that  direction,  but  would  forever 
bUg^it  even  the  imaginary  prospects  of  future  production. 

The  advantages  to  the  United  States,  however,  of  em- 
ploying their  own  navigation  in  a  pait,  at  least,  of  the 
trade— <rf'  enlarging  and  conciliating  th«r  Interests  in  the 
colonies  of  Ftance,  Spun,  Sweden,  and  Demiurk,  and, 
by  reciprocal  accommodations,  of  gndually  increasing  the 
maj'ket  in  those  parts,  both  for  demand  and  supply,  would 
powerfiiUy,  if  not  irresistibly,  tempt  their  trade  into  those 
channels.  Indeed,  the  official  returns  heretofore  explain- 
ed, sufficiently  show  that  it  has,  in  fiict,  been  already  in. 
vited  thither,-  in  u  ixHisiderable  degree,  by  advantages 
wl^h  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  augment,  until  the  com- 
modities could  be  introduced  as  cheap  as  those  of  Great 
Britain,  unless  the  latter  should  be  protected  by  a  higher 
scale  of  duties  than  was  contemplated  by  the  act  of  1835, 
and  one  beyond  the  ability  of  the  planters  to  endure. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  will  do  tne  undersigned  the  jus- 
tice to  believe  tliat,  in  discussing  the  contingent  policy  of 
the  two  countries  in  the  arrangement  of  their  commercial 
enterprise,  he  holda  forth  no  apprehended  event  with  a 
view  to  intimidate,  or  through  a  desire  that  it  may  take 

ftlace.  He  will  also  perceive  that  the  measures  last  al- 
uded  to  would  not  necessarily  imply,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  either  resentment  or  retaliation]  but  would 
be  resorted  tu  as  the  system  of  commercial  regulation  cid 
culated,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  give  the 
best  direction  to  an  important  bruich  of  their  enterprise. 

To  SQch  exteitf  they  would  be  altogether  practicable, 
and  might  be  supposed  int^spensably  necessary.  They 
might,  indeed,  from  the  natural  tendency  of  such  mea- 
sures, and  the  peculiar  influence  of  events,  and  in  the 
total  loss  of  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  Northern  possessions. 

In  such  a  view  of  the  subject,  though  the  undersigned 
will  not  here  undertake  to  pronounce  npon  the  value  of 
the  trade  in  question,  he  wculd  suggest  that  it  may  be 
worthy  the  connderatioa  of  those  who  claim  the  advanta- 
ges of  monopoly  rather  than  of  fair  competition,  whether 
the  loss  of  it,  with  the  chance  of  contesting  with  the  fo- 
reign islands  for  the  trade  with  the  West  Indies,  be  pre- 
ferable to  a  reasonable  enjoyment  of  both. 

That  the  United  States  possess  the  means  of  effectually 
controlling  their  trade  through  and  with  the  British  North- 
ern eolomes,  the  undersigned  is  fuUy  confident. 

He  u  aware,  however,  that  a  contrary  idea  has  been 
entertained  by  some,  who  may  have  regarded  the  subject 
in  a  narrow  or  interested  point  of  view. 

In  adverting  to  this  topic,  the  undersigned  will  not  per- 
mit himself  to  suppose  that  the  possibility  of  evading  the 
revenue  laws  of  tlie  United  States,  and  of  prndiicing  a 
course  of  contraband  trade,  in  violation  of  their  legitimate 
reg\ilations,  can  for  a  moment  enter  into  the  calculations 
of  this  Govcmmentf  or  receive  the  rnnoteet  degree  of  en- 


ceurageatent  or  cenntenance  from  its  measures  and  po- 
licy. 

If  no  other  motive  opposed  the  adoption  <^  inch  aad> 
ternative,  Great  Britain  would  find  a  loffiaent  one  in 
certainty  that,  however,  for  the  moment,  it  m%ht  nuiiii. 
ter  to  Uie  jealousy,  or  appear  to  fiivorthe  interests,  of  her 
subjecta  in  the  etuonie^  it  would  erentodlT  uodnce  die 
most  bajiefbl  efiects  upcm  their  mtirala  and  Uidr  haUti. 
Thus  corrupted,  the  skill  and  hardUHKid  acqtured  in  end- 
ing and  tranq^resnng  the  laws  of  a  neighboring  coontiT, 
would  afterwards  be  practised  against  those  of  thesr  own 
Government. 

But,  in  addition  to  the  general  disfavor  with  wiuch  uv 
expectation  of  benefit  from  a  contraband  trade  should  be 
met.  Lord  Aberdeen  may  be  aawred  that  it  would  not  be 
diffieuh  Ibr  6ie  United  States  to  prevent  aich  m  tnde  alto- 
gether. A  more  efficient  cmdon  of  pcdice,  and  a  greater 
degree  of  vigilance,  might  be  requuate  Ihui  fn  ordinary 
times]  but  the  fidelity  of  the  American  custom-fiouse  offi- 
cers has  been  thoroughly  proved,  and  their  exertions, 
even  upon  this  frontier,  have  in  general  been  adequSte  to 
all  aubstantial  purposes.  Such  was  the  case  even  when 
thejr  were  called  upon  to  enfoice  the  embaigD  and  non- 
intercourse  laws,  when  they  reeoved  bat  Gtm  Bympathy 
or  encouragement  from  the  moral  sense  of  the  immunity. 
The  fact  i^  however,  too  clear  to  require  argument,  tlat 
the  amount  of  trade  to  be  carried  on  by  smuggfing,  hov- 
ever  successful,  would  be  inconsiderable  in  comparison 
with  the  extent  and  profits  of  a  legal  and  regular  intn- 
course,  and,  therefiire,  is  entitled  to  but  little  weight,  erea 
when  regarded  with  a  view  to  pecuiuarj  reaulte.  Lord 
Aberdeen  will  not  require  to  be  reo^ndcd,  that,  to  pre- 
vent illieit  trade,  it  is  chiefly  neceasuy  to  remove  tbe 
temptation  of  high  prices,  or  to  create  a  risk  greater  thu 
the  reward  to  be  gained  by  successfiil  fraud. 
could  be  more  easy  than  this,  in  respect  to  the  mode  n 
intercourse  now  under  consideration. 

The  interposition  of  the  custom-house  officer  would 
scarcely  be  rt^oirite  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  V«t 
India  produce  mto  the  Uiuted  States  through  the  Nodieni 
colonies.  Arrangements  could'readify  be  made  with  the 
Powers  to  which  tiie  foreign  islands  belong,  to  fiirni^ibe 
requisite  supplies  of  West  India  produce  from  tboK 
islands,  on  cheap  terms,  and  in  steady  and  abundant  quan- 
tities. These  arrangements  would  of  themselves  ftaibii 
competition.  But  whilst  American  flour  can  be  carried 
to  the  British  West  Indies  as  cheap  from  the  United  SuKs 
through  the  foreign  isfamds  as  through  the  Northeni  pv»- 
sessiofls,  though  subject  to  the  wcriminating  duty,  ia 
fiivor  of  the  latter,  of  five  shillings  per  barrel,  it  will  net 
be  supposed  tliot  the  bulky  articles  of  sugar,  rum,  and 
molasses,  witliout  such  aid,  can  be  tempted  duoogb  the 
Northern  possessions  by  the  risk  of  detection,  and  ok  pe- 
nalties of  the  law. 

I'he  undersigned  does  not  believe  that  the  tcmptatiou 
and  facilities  for  the  introduction  into  the  Northern  cdo- 
nies  of 'flour  and  other  articles  from  the  United  States, 
are  mattfrially  greater. 

So  fiir  as  the  trade  with  the  British  West  Indies  can 
operate  as  an  inducement,  it  has  been  seen  already  that 
American  produce  is  carried  thither  as  cheap  through  iJ* 
foreign  islands  as  ithe  Northern  ports.  The  supply  ' 
American  flour  in  the  Northern  colonies  is  hcfievcd  to  be 
principally  furnished  by  the  Genesee  countrvi  and  tfce 
country  bordering  upon  Lake  Brietand  it  stands  adiratted 
in  the  evidence  upon  the  archives  of  the  House  of  Cm- 
mons,  that,  for  flour,  the  market  at  New  York  is  genersEj' 
better  than  the  market  at  Montreal  and  Quebec.  Indeed, 
so  important  is  the  operation  of  these  facts,  that  tttc  tm« 
tntelligeut  merchants  suppose  that  so  much  of  the  Amer- 
can  trade  with  the  British  West  Indies,  as  passes  throufi 
the  Northern  colonies  instead  of  the  foreign  tstandy  i< 
chieBy  diverted  thither  by  the  greater  fiunlitiea  oi  fa*- 
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curing  in  tttose  ports  an  assorted  cai^  suitable  to  the 
West  India  market. 

la  the  testimony  afforded  hj  the  inhabitants  of  Lover 
Camda  to  the  committee  of  th«  House  of  Commons  in 
1826,  it  vu  Auerted,  and  remained  uncontradicted,  that, 
"igaiiut  the  superintendence  of  the  British  custom-house 
officer^  it  vould  be  imposuble  to  amugg^le  any  part  of  a 
cargo,  or  even  a  barrel  of  flour,  into  the  province  of  Lower 
Canada."  On  this  jrround  they  were  enabled  to  encoura^ 
the  introduction  of  American  flour,  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  their  exports  to  the  West  Indies  and  other 
placet,  without  danger  of  its  being  brought  into  the  home 
coniumptiont  and  the  encouragement  then  giren  shows  the 
unportuce  attached  by  his  Majesty's  Government  to  that 
evidence.  On  this  supposition,  Lord  Aberdeen  will  readily 
acknowledge  the  &cility  with  which  the  United  States, 
through  means  of  a  custom-house  police,  strengthened  and 
eitended  according  to  their  means,  may  accomplish  the 
same  eadai  more  especially  as  the  readier  interdiction  of 
the  return  trade  Gmn  Canada  into  the  United  States  by  di- 
minishing the  means  of  payment,  would  also  ^minish  the 
motives  to  incur  the  risk  and  penalties  incident  to  a  pro- 
hibited trade.    The  underngtwd  is  i^iprebensive  that  he 
has  already  dwelt  longer  upon  these  considerations  than 
is  necessary,  after  so  much  personal  explanation  as  he  has 
Iieretofore  had  the  honor  of  yielding,  and  will  content 
bimael^  as  to  any  further  arguments  tlwt  might  be  offered, 
irith  referring  to  the  varioua  other  suggestions  which  have 
been  made  by  him  in  the  course  of  this  negotiation.  He 
Mnnot,  however,  entirely  dismiss  the  subject,  without  re- 
peating, for  the  last  time,  his  deep  solicitude  for  the  result, 
and  without  most  earnestly  recalling  the  attention  of  hts  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  to  the  state  in  which  the  relations  between 
he  two  countries  would  be  left  should  this  point  be  unfa- 
orablr  decided.    In  such  case,  tlus  Ciovcmment  of  the 
Jniteu  States,  whil«  disappointed  in  its  cherlalied  hi^ee 
'f  an  arrangement  by  mutual  and  reasonable  conceaaiona, 
rould  find  nothiug  conciliating  in  the  retrospect  of  a  long 
oiine  of  fruitless  negotiation,  and  nothing  cheering  in 
ie  future  prospect,  darkened,  as  it  would  be,  by  tlie  pos- 
bility  of  a  recurrence,  by  the  two  nations,  to  that  system 
f  countervailing  measures  that  has  already  proved  so 
etrimental  to  their  humony  and  wel&re. 
The  uoderugned  takes  this  occauon  to  renew  to  Lord 
berdeen  the  assurance  of  hia  lughest  respect  and  coh- 
deratibh. 

LOUIS  McLANE. 
I'o  the  Bt.  Hob.  the  Earl  of  Absbdhit, 

xtraet  of  a  letter  Jnun  Mr.  MaLaae  to  ifr.  Vm  Buren, 
daUd 

LosDoir,  .jjprt/  6,  1830. 
Sir:  I  ha.ve  had  a  conference  with  I^ord  Aberdeen  to- 
y,  which  I  sought  for  the  purpose  of  urging  the  deBni- 
c  answer  to  my  proposition  relative  to  the  cuonial  trade, 
my  previous  conference,  he  gave  me  some  reason  to 
}cct  that  it  would  be  given  in  time  for  this  packet,  but 
sgrct  to  say  that  this  expectation  has  not  been  realized. 

assures  me  that  the  delay  has  been  wlioUy  unavoidable, 
[  that  it  proceeds  from  no  indisposition  to  obviate  the 
iculticfl,  if  that  be  practicable,  wUch  lie  in  the  way  of 
.tisfactoiy  adjustment  of  the  question. 

hiive  not  biled  to  represent  to  him  the  very  serious 
ry  and  embarrassment  which  must  result  from  delay- 
the  answer  until  the  Congress  Bhall  rise,  and  of  what 
ir  may  be  the  insuperable  difficulties  of  any  prospect- 
Icg^ialfttion  with  a  view  to  a  future  arrangement.  None 
iicse  efforts  have  yet  proved  sufficient  to  bring  the 

VCT. 

nder  these  circumstances,  unless  Congress  shall  con- 
;  in  sesMon  until  tiie  arrival  of  the  packet  of  the  16th 
lit,  which  I  hope  they  vnll  do^  it  will  not  be  possible 


to  get  the  decision  in  time  to  be  submitted  to  that  body. 
Deeply  as  1  lament  this  state  of  things,  I  need  scarcely  say 
that  it  has  not  been  poinble  for  me,  by  any  exertion,  to 
avoid  it. 

In  this  stage  of  the  bunneaa  it  may  be  proper  for  me  to 
remark,  that  the  negotiation  must  end  id  one  of  three 
modes;  in  a  pontive  refusal  to  change  the  present  regula- 
tions, or  a  revocation  of  the  order  in  council  of.l826,  upon 
the  terms  of  my  proportion,  or  in  a  revocation  of  that 
order,  with  some  increase  of  the  duties  imposed  by  the 
act  of  Parliament  of  1825,  in  fiivor  of  the  productions  of 
the  Korthern  possessions. 

Looking  as  well  to  the  progress  of  the  negotiation  as  to 
the  obstinate  and  persevering  oppoution,  by  the  interests 
in  those  Northern  possesnons,  to  any  change  whatever, 
and  to  the  influence  which  it  is  obvious  they  exercise  here, 
I  confess  that  the  last  mode  appears  to  me  the  mort  pro- 
bable. -I  do  not  believe  that  any  legislation  by  Congress, 
with  a  view  to  tiiat  sUte  of  things,  and  vesting  in  the  Pre> 
ndent  a  ^Bcretion  to  regulate  the  trade  or  rescind  our 
hws  in  dther  of  these  contingencte^  wouU  in  any  manner 
prove  pr^udicial. 

ExIraeU  1^  a  idter  Jrom  M:  VtmBurmto  i^.  MeLanet 
dated 

DiriBTWBVT  OF  BTATa,  Wathin^mt  Ame  18,  1830. 

Sib:  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  copy  ofthe  c<mfiden- 

tial  message  which  was  sent  by  the  President  to  the  two 

Houses  of  Congress,  during  its  late  sesnon,  in  pursuance 

of  your  suggestion,  that  the  measure  recommended  by  it 

might  be  mMc  useful  in  your  negotiations  with  the  British 

Government,  tc^tiicr  with  a  copy  of  the  law  which  was 

the  result  of  that  roesswe. 

•       •       ■       •       •       •       •  • 

It  is  confidcntlr  hoped  that  the  law  referred  to,  with 
the  moUvea  in  which  it  originated,  and  which  secured  it  ■ 
rapid  passage  through  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  with- 
out material  opposition  from  any  quarter  whatever,  added 
to  the  frank  and  liberal  offer  and  explanations  already 
made  to  the  British  Government  on  the  part  of  the  Execu- 
tive Department  of  tliis,  will,  of  themselves,  be  regarded 
by  that  Government  as  affording  sufficient  ground  &r  Its 
cbanfpng  the  position  which  it  occupied  in  regard  to  the 
subject  of  its  edomal  trade,  in  all  ito  bearings,  so  far  as  it 
affected  the  United  States,  at  the  perikKl  of  the  accesuoo 
to  power  of  the  present  ministry,  and  for  the  adoption  of 
a  course  of  policy  wUch  may  lead  to  the  speedy  and  mu- 
tually advantageous  revival  of  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  the  West  India  possessions  of  Great  Britain,  if, 
indeed,  that  important  concern  should  not  have  been  al- 
ready satisfactorily  adjusted.  It  ought  to  be  regarded, 
Ukewise,  as  a  direct  conciliatory  step  on  the  part  of  this 
Government,  of  the  highest  duncter,  as  emanating  from 
its  executive  and  legi^tive authorities  combined,  and  asa 
solemn  public  movement  on  our  part  towards  a  friendlf 
accommodation  with  the  British  Government,  upon  terms 
of  a  &irand  just  reciprocity. 

You  will  have  been  made  acquainted,  in  the  instructions 
which  have  been  heretofore  given  you,  with  the  opinion 
of  the  President  as  to  the  course  which  would  most  pro- 
bably be  pursued  by  the  United  States  if  Great  Britain 
should  think  proper  to  insist,  as  a  preliminary  measure, 
upon  the  unconditional  repeal  of  our  laws,  or  should  be 
so  selfish  a^  to  deare  to  engross  for  its  navigation  tlie 
whole  of  the  carrying  trade  between  this  country  and  its 
West  India  colonial  possessions.  But  that  your  negotia- 
tion may  continue  to  be  characterized  by  that  spirit  of 
frankness  which  it  has  hitherto  been  a  leading  object  on 
our  part  to  infuse  into  it,  I  am  directed  explicldy  to  state, 
upon  tills  occauon,  that  the  President  will  consider  it  his 
dul^,  in  case  that  negotiation  should  eventuate  unfavorably 
upon  thb  pcmit,  to  recommend  to  Congress  an  extenrion 


Digitized  by 


Google 


clxxxvi 


APPENDIX— ro  Gales  Sf  SeaUnCt  Rtgi$ier, 


TVode  with  Britiah  Cohniei. 


of  the  interdict  now  ezistinr  aa  to  the  West  In^  posse»- 
lions  of  Great  Britain,  to  those  which  she  holds  in  the 
Northern  parts  of  this  continent*  and  the  adoption  of  pro* 
per  tneaaures  for  enforcing  its  ri^d  observance,  as  a 
course  which  would,  in  his  jadgnent,  best  comport,  in 
such  an  event,  with  the  interests  of  the  Uiuted  States,  and 
correspond  wiUi  the  respect  which  is  due  to  the  character 
and  past  conduct  of  this  Government.  It  is  not  for  him, 
however,  to  anticipate  with  certainty  tlte  effect  of  such 
suggeflUoiu  upon  the  national  councils  of  the  Union,  thou^ 
it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that,  in  such  a  case,  any  thing  will 
be  omitted  on  their  part  to  vindicate  the  honor  and  main- 
tain the  interests  of  this  Government 

Mr.  McLane  to  ihe  Earl  of  Jberdeen. 

9,  Chaitsos  Stsxkt,  Pobtuitd  Piact, 

Jufy  13,  1830. 

The  Hi.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen^  ^e- 

The  undersized,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiaiy  from  the  United  States,  has  had  the  honor 
already,  in  a  personal  conference,  to  explain  to  the  Earl 

Abcnieen,  nis  Majesty's  principal  Becretary  of  State  for 
Ftveign  Affurs,  certain  measures  adopted  by  the  Coneress 
of  the  United  States,  during  their  late  sesmon,  which  have 
an  immediate  and  important  bearing  on  the  relations  of 
tlie  two  countries,  and  upon  the  proportion  heretofore 
aubnutted  by  the  undersigned  respectnig  the  West  India 
trade.  Zbving  received  from  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  an 
intinuition  of  tnc  propriety  of  communicating  those  mea- 
sures .  in  a  more  formal  manner,  the  undersigned  has  the 
honor  herewith  to  transmit  such  information  on  the  sub- 
ject as  he  is  now  in  possession  of.  * 

The  first  of  the  measures  alluded  to  is  an  act  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  authorizing  the  President,  in 
uie  recess  of  Congress,  to  annul  all  tlie  restrictive  and  dia- 
criminating  measures  of  the  United  States,  and  to  open 
the  ports  to  British  vessels  tra^ng  with  tbe  British  West 
Indiieib  in  the  manner  particularly  pdnted  out  in  the  act) 
a.  copy  of  wluch,  for  the  better  explanation  of  the  case, 
the  under»gned  begs  leave  to  subjoin. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  also  to  inform  Lord 
,  Aberdeen,  that,  during  the  late  session  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  several  other  laws  were  passed,  by 
whichf  in  lieu  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  certain  articles 
of  tlie  produce  of  the  West  IncUa  isfauids,  and  of  the  pos- 
sessions of  Great  Britain,  by  previous  regulations,  the  fol- 
lowing duties  only  are  to  be  collected,  tliat  isto  say:  Upon 
molasses,  a  du^  of  five  cents,  instead  of  ten  cents,  pel- 
gallon,  allowing  at  the  same  time  a  drawback  of  the  duty 
upon  all  rum  which  may  be  manufactured  irom  that  arti- 
cle,  and  exported  from  the  United  Statesi 

On  sah,  a  duty  of  ten.  Instead  of  twen^,  cents  per 
buaheli 

On  cocoa,  a  du^  of  one  cent  per  pound  on  all  imported 
after  the  Slst  of  December,  1830.  or  ranuning  at  that 
time  in  the  custom-house  stores  under  the  bond  of  the 

importer) 

And  on  coffee,  a  duty  of  two',  instead  of  five,  cents  per 
pound,  from  and  after  die  Slit  of  December,  1830;  and 
of  one  cent  per  pound  from  and  after  the  Slst  day  of  De- 
cember, 1831;  and  the  sMie  duties  to  be  takbn  on  coffee 
remaining  at  the  respective  times  under  bond  in  the  cus- 
tom-house stores. 

The  mideraigned  will  not  permit  himself  todoubt,  that, 
ill  the  first  of  these  acta,  emanating  from  the  frimk  and 
friendly  spirit  which  the  President  has  uniformly  profess- 
ed, and  passed  with  an  avowed  reference  to  the  pending 
negotiation,  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  will  see  new  and  irre- 
uBhble  motives  for  concurring  in  the  promotion  of  the  end 
to  wludi  this  measure  djrcctw  leads. 

Such  a  measure  could  not  nave  been  recommended  by 
the  Prendent  without  incarring  a  deep  responubiU^  to- 


wards his  own  country,  and  feeling  a  confident  relluice 
upon  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  diis. 

It  is  a  voluntary  and  leading  step  in  the  concUiatiiig  po- 
licy of  the  two  nations,  taken  in  disdain  of  tfie  restmnts 
of  form,  and  which,  if  met  in  a  corresponding  q>irit,  can- 
not fail  to  produce  that  friendly  intercourse  and  real  lla^ 
mony  so  ardently  desred  by  uose  who  ctmsult  fte  hue 
interests  and  glory  of  both  countries.  It  concedes  in  its 
terms  all  the  power  in  the  regulation  of  the  colooia]  trade, 
and  authorizes  the  Prendent  to  confer  on  Britidi  resKb 
all  those  privileges,  as  well  in  the  circuitous  as  die  direct 
voyage,  which  great  Britain  has  at  any  time  demanded  or 
deured.  It  has  done  diia  in  the  only  manner  in  wtich  it 
was  poanble  for  Congress,  at  the  present  moment,  and 
under  existing  circumstances,  to  act,  without  a  totslaban- 
donment  of  even  those  advantages  conceded  by  the  present 
regulations  of  Great  Britain,  and  without  nunng  op  new 
interests  to  oppose  or  obstruct  the  ftvotahle  dispasition  ex- 
pressed by  this  Government.  Nor  wHI  die  nndersfrned  con- 
ceal his  hope  and  belief  that  this  act  will  stamp  the  nego- 
tiation witii  a  new  and  more  fiivorable  chszscter;  and  that 
the  United  States  having  thus  taken  the  first  step,  and 
particularly  defined  the  terms  of  their  legislation,  tbe 
niodc  of  adjustment  miy  he  disencumbered  ofeventboic  ob- 
jections with  which  it  was  supposed  to  be  embamsMdvhen 
submitted  to  Lord  Dudley,  and  by  the  answer  which  on  that 
occasion  was  given  to  Hr.  Gallatin.  The  objeotions  mg- 
gested  at  tliat  period  on  the  part  of  Great  Britun  bad  bo 
spedal  or  exduave  reference  to  the  measure  in  questiM, 
but  to  the  giving  of  any  prospective  pledge  by  waich  ibe 
might  commit  herself  to  the  adoption  of  anr  apedfic  Gse 
of  conduct  contingent  on  eventa  which  coulcl  not  be  ftre- 
seen,  and  to  the  entering  into  any  informal  agreement  u 
to  mutual  acta  of  legislation,  while  it  was  impossble  to  an- 
ticipate the  details  with  which  those  acta  might  be  accosi- 
panied,  or  the  position  and  circumstances  in  wbkh  itte 
two  countries,  and  the  commercial  commonwealth  gene- 
rally,  might  be  placed  at  the  thne  when  the  lavs  enacted 
should  come  into  efl%ct  If  these  objections  could  st  an; 
time  have  been  essential  to  the  subject,  wliich  the  under- 
signed by.  no  means  tdnuts,  they  catainly  are  not  so  at 
present. 

The  act  of  Congress  hasbecnpassed  without  any  pledfc, 
prospective  or  otherwise;  it,  therefore,  relieves  the  ad- 
justment of  this  subject  from  that  part  of  the  dfficul^. 
The  details  of  the  c<dcmisl  le|;idatton  on  the  part  of  t&e 
United  States  are  precisely  defmed  and  fiilty  explained  by 
the  law.  Frankly  announcing  all  thn,  it  leaves  to  Great 
Britain  herself  the  selection  of  the  mode  and  tinie  in  which, 
according  to  her  conception  of  her  own  interests,  she  any 
resKirc  toe  direct  trade  between  the  Uiuted  States  and  ibc 
West  Indies.  She  is  enabled  deliberately  to  do  tins  vilk 
a  fUl  knowledge  of  the  before  mentioned  details,  and  <f 
the  precise  position  and  chcunistances,  as  well  of  the  tm 
nations  as  oAhe  commerdal  commonwealth  in  general,  A 
the  time  when  the  measures  are  to  come  into  effect.  Tim 
she  may  do  without  any  risk  as  to  the  future,  and  with  the 
certainty  that,  while  d^ing  an  act  of  juAice  to  a  fiiendh 
Power,  and  relieving  it  from  an  invltuous  exduaoa  from 
advantages  allon'cd  to  all  other  nations,  die  is  contnbutiif 
matcriauy  to  the  prasperitf  of  her  posaeswrns  inthe  Werf 
Indies. 

Tbe  underdgned  will  not  dismiss  tins  subject  witboot 
expressing  the  hope  and  persuaaon  that,  in  the  other  mea- 
sures of  Congress  alluded  to,  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  «31 
find  not  merely  all  the  considerations  heretofore  ur^ed  ftf 
givingiiew  facilities  to  the  trade  between  the  United  States 
and  the  British  West  Indies  materially  strengthened,  if  du 
absolutely  confirmed,  but  that  a  further  txA  roort  &tov*- 
ble  alteration  is  tiierel^  made  in  the  object  and  cbaiacic: 
of  the  negotiation. 

These  measures  manifest  at  least  a  Iwidrifle  Aetare 
loose  the  shackles  of  trade  and  eooawrce,  wlncb,  if 
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land  is  so  disposed,  she  cannot  better  encourage  than  by  a 
relaxadon  of  her  own  restrunts  upon  the  particular  branch 
of  trade  under  discussion. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  has  been  already  informed  that 
the  consumption  of  foreigii  molasses  in  tiie  United  States 
is  not  less  than  thirteen  millions  of  gallons,  even  under  the 
^scoungement  of  the  high  rate  of  duty  atid  a  deiusl  of  the 
drawback,  which  nearly  proved  fiital  to  the  cliief  source 
of  coniumption — the  distilleries  of  New  England.  It  is 
obvious,  however,  that  the  reduction  of  the  duty  to  its 
present  low  rate,  and  the  allowance  of  the  drawbacE,  must 
swell  the  demand  for  this  arUcle  even  beyond  the  ordinary 
amount,  which,  in  the  regular  course  of  a  direct  trade, 
vould  aeek  its  prindpal  supply  in  the  British  Wekt  In- 
dies. 

Of  cofFee,  not  lest  thirfy-seven  millions  of  pounds  were 
annually  imported  into  the  United  States;  and  of  those  in 
a  regular  trade,  not  less  than  eight  millions  from  tlte  Bri- 
tish West  Indies. 

of  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  cocoa  annually  im- 
ported into  tlie  United  States,  little  less  than  one-fourth 
was  brought  from  the  Bridsh  West  Indies. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  will  readily  perceive  that  the  re- 
duction of  du^  on  these  articles,  aiul  cspetaally  on  coffee, 
to  a  rate  which  will  soon  be  little  more  than  noounal,  can- 
not fail  to  at  least  double  the  importation. 

These  remarks  apply  with  even  additional  force  to  the 
article  of  salt,  the  consumption  of  which  is  more  depend- 
ent on  the  rate  of  duty  than  that  of  any  other  necessary 
oflifc.  . 

The  enormous  quantity  of  thisarticle  requisite  to  supply 
the  wants  of  twelve  millions  of  people  is  too  obvious  to 
need  any  conjectural  assertion;  but  it  is  worthy  of  obser- 
vation that,  notwithstanding  tlie  extent  of  the  home  sup- 

Ely  encounged  bjr  the  hi^h  duty  of  twenty  cents  per 
uahel,.  Ae  annual  importation  of  that  article  from  abroad 
seldom  amounted  to  less  tlian  five  millions  of  bushels.  Of 
this  amount  more  than  three  millions  came  from  Great  Bri- 
tain and  her  possessions,  ber  West  India  islands  furnishing 
at  least  one  miltion. 

To  what  extent  this  amount  may  be  enlarged  by  the  in- 
creased consumption  arising  from  the  low  rate  of  duty  and 
the  advantages  of  an  easyinde,  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  may 
readily  conjecture. 

It  should  be  remarked,  also,  that,  while  the  consump- 
tion of  this  article  is  thus  augmented,  the  diminution  of  the 
flu^  must  proportionably  diminish  the  price  of  salted  pro- 
visions. So  far  as  these,  therefore,  form  part  of  the  sup- 
plies to  the  West  Indies,  the  subsistence  of  the  tsUnds  wiil 
be  cheapened,  ^vhile  the  demand  for  their  produce  is  in- 
creased. 

it  should  not  escape  the  attention  of  the  Earl  of  Aber- 
deen that  tiie  provisions  of  these  acta  of  the  Coi^mm^  so 
far  as  they  relate  to  cocoa,  coffee,  and  aalt,  con^  encou- 
ragement on  ttie  trade  of  the  West  Indies  with  the  United 
Sbites,  which  did  not  exist,  and  could  not  have  been  con- 
templated at  the  period  of  passing  the  act  of  Parliament  of 
1825.  They,  therefore,  superaml  new  and  important  mo- 
tives for  restoring  the  trade  then  offered,  and  for  restoring 
it  upon  terms  not  leas  favorable. 

While  tiie  participation  of  the  British  islands  is  invited 
in  the  advantages  to  he  derived  from  this  enla^^  and  in* 
creasing  demand  of  dw  Umted  States  for  the  produce  of 
the  West  Indies,  the  undersigned  takes  leave  to  suggest 
the  expe<Uency  of  securing  uut  participation  before  the 
'  trade  may  be  exclusively  diverted  into  outer  channels  by 
the  superior  advantages  of  a  direct  intercourse  with  other 
islands. 

In  cIoMig  this  commuiucition  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen, 
the  underKgned  wiU  take  the  occasion  to  repeat  his  deep  in- 
terest in  the  subject,  and  a  renewed  hope  of  an  early  and 
lavorable  issue.  The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  wiU  not  Eul  to  ap- 
preciate the  spirit  and  motive  by  which  the  President  was 
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actuated  in  recommending,  and  the  Congress  in  tnasing, 
the  act  to  wluch  allusion  was  first  made.  The  effects  of 
delay  upon  the  commercial  enterprise  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  disappointment  of  interests  desirous  of  a  different 
measure  of  legislation,  though  they  offered  great  embar- 
rassments, were  not  the  greatest  difficulties  attendant  upon 
that  act.  To  give  to  Great  Britain  the  fullest  time  to  coo- 
■ult  her  own  interest  and  conveiriencet  to  mke  a  further 
and  a  rignid  effort  to  place  the  commercial  relations  of  the 
two  countries  upon  afooting  of  sure  and  lasting  harmony; 
and  to  guard,  in  a  manner  consistently  with  duty,  against 
delay  during  (he  recess  of  Congress,  could  only  be  done 
by  a  measure  calculated  also  to  awaken  at  once  the  spirit 
of  commereU  speculation,  and  to  create  new  ezpectstKKis 
of  favorable  ^spositions  on  the  part  of  this  Govenunent. 

If,  as  the  undersigned  will  continue  to  hope,  the  Bri* 
tish  Government  should  find  it  their  interest  to  realize  these 
expectations,  their  measures  will  derive  additional  grace 
from  the  frankness  and  promptitude  with  which  they  may 
be  adopted;  and  if,  unfortunately,  these  hopes  are  destin- 
ed to  experience  a  ^sapp<rintmen^  it  is  not  teas  the  du^ 
of  his  Hajesty's  Government  to  qtuet  the  public  exiiecti^ 
tiona  thus  excited,  and  to  mitigate,  as  far  as  may  be  in  its 
power,  the  injurious  effects  uiereof,  by  giving  an  earijr 
reply  to  the  application  which,  in  behalf  of  his  Govern- 
ment, the  underugned  has  had  the  honor  to  subuut. 

The  anderngned  avails  tumself  of  this  oceamm  to  renew 
to  Lord  Aberdeen  ttie  sssuranees  of  his  tughest  eonddenr 
tion. 

LOUIS  MeLANE. 

Mr.  MeLme  to  Mr,  Van  Burm, 

Ldhdok,  Jugtut  30,  1830. 

Sia:  I  have  the  satis&ction  to  forward  herewith  a  letter 
from  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  dated  the  17th  instant,'by 
which  it  will  be  perceived  that  my  negottaUon  for  the  co- 
lonial trade  is  successfully  closed;  ancf  that  Uiis  Govern- 
ment consents  to  restore  to  us  the  direct  intercourse  with 
her  American  colonies,  upon  the  terms  of  the  propontion 
submitted  by  me  on  tha  i2th  of  December  last. 

It  will  be  perceived,  also,  that,  from  an  appreheniion 
that  the  late  act  of  Congress  might  admit  of  an  interpre- 
tation incompatible  with  the  terms  of  my  proportion,  at^ 
the  act  of  Parliament  the  5lh  July,  1835,  the  British 
Government  hare  accompanied  thetr  consent  with  an  ex- 

Ebnation  of  the  construction  which,  in  their  opiiuon,  the 
.w  ought  to  receive,  and  to  which  Uieir  proceedings  win 
be  conformed.  This  is  precautionary,  however,  and  in- 
tended to  guard  against  misapprehennon  in  future.  The 
proclamation  of  the  President  which  is  authorised  upon 
evidence  satisfactory  to  himself,  will  be  inunediately  fol> 
lowed,  upon  tiie  put  of  Great  Britain,  by  tiie  ravoealim 
of  the  Older  in  fMwndl  of  July,  1827,  the  alxdition  of  the 
discriminating  duties  on  American  vessels  in  Biitiih  cdo- 
nial  ports,  and  by  extenthng  to  the  vessels  of  the  Umted 
States  the  advantages  of  the  act  of  Parliament  c^the  5th 
July,  1835. 

If  it  had  been  admitted  that  the  late  act  of  Congress  va- 
ried intentionally  from  the  terms  of  our  propodtioD,  and 
the  British  act  of  the  5th  July,  1835,  and  demanded  ad- 
vanti^ea  not  contemplated  by  the  latter,  it  would  have 
been  considered  as  reviving  pretensions  already  given  up, 
and  must  have  had  the  enect  of  entirely  dereating  any 
hope  of  recovering  the  colonial  trade.  Recurring  to  your 
letter  of  the  18tb  June  last,  communicating  the  Prettdent*a 
message  to  Congress,  and  a  copy  of  the  law,  I  did  not 
doubt  that  the  act  was,  in  fact,  intended  to  authorize  the 
Preindetit  to  fpve  eflfect,  in  the  recess  ct  Congress  to  the 
known  andumfonn  object  the  negotiation,  and  to  acoept 
a  renewal  of  the  trade  upon  the  terms  of  the  propontion 
which  I  had  been  authorized  to  nuke.  I  feh  it  my  du^, 
therefore,  to  concur  in  the  suggestion,  fittt,  thft-surtposed 
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deviationa  in  the  law  from  the  act  of  the  5tli  July,  1825, 
were  apparent  merely,  and  neitlier  intentional,  nor  for  the 
purpose  of  advancing  any  new  claim  upon  tbe  part  of  our 
Govcmment. 

My  instructiona  authorized  mc  to  propose  that  the  Unit- 
ed States  should  now  comply  with  the  conditions  of  tbe  act 
of  5th  July,  1835,  by  repealing  our  restrictive  laws,  "  if 
such  a  measure  would  lead  to  the  revocation  of  the  order 
in  council  of  July,  1827,  to  the  abolition  or  suspension  of 
an  discriminating  duties  on  American  vessels  in  the  British 
colonial  porta*  and  to  the  enjoyment  by  us  of  the  advan- 
tages of  Uie  last  mentioned  act  of  Parliament.'* 

Theae  instructions  were  literally  pursued  in  the  propo- 
ntion  which  I  submitted  in  December  last,  and,  together 
with  it,  were  communicated  to  Congress.  But  it  will  be 
apparent  to  you  that,  if  the  law  necessarily  authorize  a  dif- 
ferent construction  than  that  adopted  by  tins  Government, 
it  will  not  be  a  compliance  with  tlie  conditions  of  the  act 
of  Parhament*  but  demand  advantages  which,  by  that  act, 
are  expressly  denied*  and  by  this  Government  allowed  to 
no  oUier  country. 

Hie  navigation  act  of  Great  Britain,  by  which  all  her 
previous  aets  upon  that  subject  are  repealed,  and  her  sys- 
tem permanently  established,  passed  simultaneously  witli 
the  act  of  the  5th  July,  1825,  regulating  the  trade  of  the 
British  possesions  abr<wd{  and  by  thatacttheimportation, 
both  into  her  European  and  colonial  ports,  is  restricted  to 
tlie  vessuls  of  the  country  of  which  the  articles  imported 
■hall  be  the  produce.  Nor  has  this  restriction  been  con- 
udered  inconsistent  with  our  commercial  convention  with 
Great  Britun,  which  we  have  anxiously  sought  to  extend 
to  tbe  colonial  intercourse.  The  beforementioned  act  of; 
the  5th  July,  1825,  regulating  the  trade  with  the  British 
possesions  abroad,  refers,  in  express  terms,  to  the  act 
concerning  navigation,  and  limits  the  right  of  importation 
into  the  Britidi  colonial  porta  to  American  produce,  and 
to  veaaela  coming  directly  from  the  ports  of  the  United 
States.  By  acceding  to  the  terms  of  our  proposition,  there- 
fore. Great  Britain  extends  to  our  vessels  all  the  advan- 
tages of  the  act  of  5th  July,  1825.  She  moreover  places 
the  United  States,  in  tlie  intercourse  with  the  colonies,  on 
the  same  footing  with  all  otiier  nations;  and  by  assenting 
to  regulations,  though  by  legislative  euaettnent,  in  the 
colonial  trade,  riinilar  to  those  provided  by  our  commercial 
oonvcntion  for  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  the  British  possesions  in  Europe,  she  now  concedes 
to  U3^  in  tiiis  respect,  substantially  that  which  we  have 
been  ineffectually  seeking  nnce  the  year  1815. 

I  am  not  aware  that  the  restriction  of  the  right  of  im- 
portation into  the  colonies  to  articles  of  American  pro- 
duce, was  at  any  period  seriously  objected  to  by  our 
Government.  Nor  can  the  difference,  in  this  respect, 
between  American  and  British  rrasels,  if  we  allov  it  to 
eontinue,  be  an  object  of  much  importance  in  any  point 
of  view.  It  will  generally  be  oat  interest,  as  it  is  that  of 
every  other  nation,  to  allow  the  exportation  of  its  surplus 
foreign  produce  in  the  vessels  of  any  other  country'.  It 
iiHMt  be  observed,  also,  that  this  is  a  privilege  resulting 
from  the  general  spirit  of  our  laws,  and  therefore  resting 
in  our  discretiwi.  There  is  nothing  in  the  arrangement 
now  propoeed  to  prevent  the  United  States  from  hereafter 
denying  to  British  vessel*  this  advantage,  if  it  prove  inju- 
rious to  their  commerce,  and  in  placing  by  that  means  the 
vessels  of  both  countries,  in  this  respect,  upon  an  equal 
footing.  I  ou^tt  to  observe,  however,  that  sound  policy 
would  not  warrant  such  a  measure  at  any  time. 

IndependenUy  of  these  considerations,  it  is  certain  tiiat 
both  the  restrictions  now  reserved  by  die  construction 
adopted  by  this  Government  were  abmutely  conceded  by 
ours  before  tbe  present  negotiation  commaiced,  and  could 
not  have  been  renewed  at  present  with  any  hope  of  suc- 
cess More  than  has  been  secured  by  the  present  labors, 
the  coDcesrions  of  the  last  administration  precluded  us 


from  demanding.    But  if  this  bad  not  been  so,  mure  could 
not  have  been  obtained. 

In  the  letter  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  Mr.  CUv  of  the  ZTlhof 
October,  1836,  tbe  meaning  of  tbe  British  act  of  PstGs- 
mentof  5th  July,  1825,  which  does  not  appear  to  hut 
been  previously  understood  by  our  Government,  is  tuSh 
and  intelligibly  explained.  To  ascertain  the  predse  state 
of  tiie  regulations  at  that  period,  and  the  extent  of  tbe 
conditions  and  restrictions  prescribed  by  the  fiunous  act 
of  July,  1825.  Mr.  GalUtin  reviewed  all  tbe  British  statute* 
upon  this  subject,  and  supendded  tbe  fiidhnring  obsmv 
tiona. 

*'  From  what  precedes,  it  follows,  first,  that  the  restric- 
tion which  limits  the  importations  in  foreign  vcssebof 
goods  into  the  British  ^Vest  Indies  and  American  coloni», 
to  vessels  of  the  country  of  which  the  goods  are  the  pn- 
diice,  and  conung  direct  from  such  country,  baving  bten 
revived  by  the  navigation  act  of  tbe  5th  of  July,  1S25,  is 
still  in  force}  secondly,  that  tbe  restrictioD  which  limited 
the  exportations  in  foreign  vessels  of  goods  exported  from 
the  British  West  Indies  and  American  ccAoiucs  to  a  ^rect 
exportation  to  the  country  to  which  such  vessel  did  be- 
long, is  so  far  repealed  as  that  such  exportatktns  in  such 
vessels  may  be  made  to  any  country  whatever,  Great  Bri- 
tain and  its  dependencies  excepted." 

'*  Although  there  is  no  prospect  that  any  arrangcmcBt 
win  shortly  take  place  on  that  subject,  yet  it  is  denrable 
to  be  prepared  for  any  contingency-  A^d  I  wishtb&t  ibt 
President  would  take  into  connderation  whether,  auppfs- 
ingan  arrangement,  either  by  convention  or  by  nrtial 
modification  on  both  sides  of  existing  laws  or  regnbticitK, 
to  be  practicable,  it  would  be  proper,  so  far  as  rebttsD 
navigation,  to  agree  to  tlie  terms  contained  in  the  acti  of 
Parlament." 

^'Tbe  most  important  of  the  restrictions  on  tbe  dmct 
or  circuitous  true,  tiiat  which  limited  the  cxpatsaca 
from  the  British  West  In^es  in  American  ▼e«eb  to  At 

United  States,  has  been  repealed)  and  1]iere  rcnsn)  bet 
two — such  exportations  cannot  be  made  in  Amcrksn  yn- 
sels  to  Great  Britain  or  her  dependencies  a  point  on  vbich 
we  cannot  insist,  and  which  is  already  ^ven  up  by  Ute  ir- 
stmcUons;  and  the  importatituu  into  those  colcniei 
American  produce,  must,  if  madein  American  «-c55ch,  b« 
direct  from  the  United  States.  Is  K  necesnry,  on  ilai 
account,  to  insist  on  the  ri^t  of  preventing  British  ves- 
sels, other  than  those  commg  direct  from  die  rolnscv 
from  clearing  from  the  Unite<l  States  for  those  colot:»^' 
Or,  in  other  Words,  (for  it  is  clear  that  with  such  restrc- 
tion  no  arrangement  is  practicable^  >s  it  worth  whUe, 
that  account,  to  continue  to  cut  'off  altogether  the 'm'^- 
coursc  between  the  United  States  and  tbe  Britiati  ooImW 
On  diat  question  1  beg  leave  to  subnut  t«-o  fdMcmtioK- 
Tirst.  The  right  of  importing  produce  of  the  United  Staid 
into  Briti^  West  Indies  from  other  places  ttian  the  C  ccrd 
States,  is  in  itself  of  no  great  value.  It  might  occasiotiaS^ 
be  convenient,  when  the  market  of  Cuba  or  of  other  p«fe 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  was  glutted  with  American  prtv 
dtice,  to  have  a  right  to  take  Jt  in  Amertcan  veasels  to  tis 
British  West  India  ports;  but  it  is  but  rarely  that  tbtrf 
will  not,  from  the  same  causes,  be  also  gluttrdat  tbe  sax* 
time,  and  that  the  expense  of  a  double  voyage  and  fi*^ 
could  be  incurred.  Secondly.  Whilst  contending  f^r  • 
nominal  reciprocity,  wc  must  acknowled^  that  the  oiiiC 
party  must  consider  how  fhr  tjus  reciprocJty  will  be  Tt^ 
It  is  now  ascertained  that  four-fifths  of  llie  tonnage  t« 
ployed  in  our  intercourse  with  Great  Britain  herself  rt 
Anierican,  and  only  one-iifth  British.  Connderii^  *'*- 
species  of  population,  the  cUmate,  and  commcrc'n]  cap-x 
of  tiie  West  Indies,  and  the  distance  of  Great  Britaiik  ' 
is  utterly  impossible  that  the  direct  intercourse  bet«<- 
tlie  United  States  and  the  British  West  Indies  abouU  «  - 
with  cqtial  duties  and  cliai^es,  be  carried  on  in  a  <^ 
greater  proportion  in  vesseb  of  the  United  Statca.  1^- 
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Illy  compensation,  in  that  respect,  to  Great  Britain,  it  to 
c  found  in^he  circuitous  voyaf^s  which  British  vessels 
nay  make  from  that  country  throueb  the  United  States 
.nd  her  West  India  colonieti  and  I  feel  qute  confident — 
think  an^>  man  aequunted  with  the  subiect  will  be  of  the 
ame  opiiuon — that  eren  ^ntingthem  that  privilege,  will 
cave  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  intercourse  to  our 
■esseU!!"  •  •  •  ^         •  • 

"  It  will  not  escape  you  that  the  intercourse  by  sea  be- 
vveen  the  United  State*  and  the  British  West  Indies  and 
lorth  American  colonics  has  already  been  conridered  as 
iccessarily  connected  together  by  the  British  Gorern- 
ncnt,  and  that  this  connexion  has  been  kept  up  in  Ute  acts 
if  P;irIiAnieiit,  in  the  articles  proposed  to  Mr.  Rush,  and 
ndeed  in  all  former  proposals  on  their  part." 

In  consequence,  as  it  may  be  supposed,  of  this  explana- 
ion  and  advice  from  Mr.  Gallatin,  our  GoTernment 
henceforward  abandoned  whatever  pretensions  they  may 
lave  previously  set  up  beyond  the  acts  of  Parliament.  In 
letter  from  Mr.  Clay,  dated  the  11th  April,  IBST,  con- 
aining^  further  instructions  to  Mr.  GalUtin,  he  was  inform, 
d  "  that  the  Prendent  is  willing  to  recommend  to  Con- 
gress, at  its  next  session,  first,  to  suspend  the  aQen  duties 
in  British  vessels  and  caT|^oes,  and  allow  their  entry  into 
>iir  ports  with  the  same  kmd  of  British  or  British  colonial 
iroduce  as  may  be  imported  in  .^neiican  vessels,  tlie  ves- 
«ls  of  both  countries  paying  the  same  charKes;  and,  ae- 
:ondly,  to  abolish  the  restriction  in  the  act  of  1823  to  the 
lirect  Intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the  Bri- 
ibli  colonies,  leaving  Great  Britain  in  tlic  exclusive  posses- 
ion of  the  circuitous  trade  betwevn  Great  Bi-itain  proper, 
hrotigh  her  colonies,  and  the  United  States.  Mr.  Gallatin  will 
nquire  whether  tlie  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress  to  that 
effect  would  lead  to  tlie  revocation  of  the  British  order  in 
council  of  July,  1827,  to  theaboliUonof  tlie  discriminating 
luties  on  American  vessels  ui  the  Britidi  colonial  ports, 
uul  to  the  enjoyment  by  our  vessels  of  the  advantages 
>fiVi-ed  hy  the  act  of  the  5th  of  Julj;,  1825." 

Thcso  propositions  were  communicated  by  Mr.  Gallatin 
o  the  British  Government,  in  a  note  to  Lord  lJudley,  of 
he  17th  of  Augiut,  1827,  in  which'he  remarks  that  *'  this 
node  would  repeal  all  farmer  acts  of  the  American  Go- 
;cniment  whicli  had  been  objected  to  by  Great  Britain, 
iilfil  the  condition  in  the  act  of  Parliament  as  now  under- 
tood,  and  remove  every  obstacle  in  the  way  to  an  arrange- 
nent;  but  that  it  would  be  useless  far  the  President  to 
nuke  such  recommendation  without  first  asccrtiintng  the 
iitcntions  of  t!ie  British  Governmenti"  and  he  tlierefore 
ntpiired  "  whether,  upon  the  passage  of  such  ar  act  as 
he  President  proposes  to  recommend,  the  British  Govcrn- 
nent  would  allow  to  American  vessels  the  privileges  of 
m<Ie  and  intercourse  according  to  the  act  of  the  5th  of 
Illy,  1825."  With  these  Communication^  it  will  be  seen 
hat  my  instructions,  and  the  overture  by  me  submitted 
m  the  I3th  of  December  last,  and  now  assented  to  by 
ircat  Britain,  are  entirely  coincident. 

1  have  been  thus  minute,  that  tlie  precise  and  uniform 
l>j<-ct  of  our  negotiation  witli  ttlis  Government  should  not 
■e  mituken;  and  that  the  PreHcleut,  cleariy  and  explicitly 
itidt.-rstandiiig  thtse,  may  feel  no  hewtatton*  when  exeeut- 
ng  the  law,  to  interpret  each  particular  clause  in  con- 
ormity  with  the  obvious  scope  and  design  of  the  act. 

I,c3s  difficulty,  if  possible,  than  on  these  points,  can 
xiit  in  regard  to  the  entry  of  Itritish  vessels  and  their 
argocsiii  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  from  the  islands, 
rovinccs,  or  colonies,  designated  in  the  second  section  of 
iic  act.  According  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  despatch,  '*the 
itercourse  by  sea  between  the  United  States  and  the  Bri- 
sh  West  Imfiea  and  North  American  colonies  hu  already 
ccn  considered  as  necessarily  connected  together  by  the 
ritisli  (k>vcrnment,  and  that  ttiis  (»>nnexion  has  been 
ept  up  in  all  tlie  acts  of  Parliament."  It  wiU not,  there- 
ire,  be  now  separated.    The  general  terms  employctl  in 


this  section  are  sufficiently  comprehensive  to  en^race  any 
description  of  entry;  and  in  his  instructions  to  the  sevend 
collectors,  the  President  may  pn^ierly  direct  an  entiy 
siimlar  to  that  specified  in  the  firet  section  of  Ute  bill,  and 
in  the  spirit  of  our  proporitioo. 

Such,  I  presume,  was  the  purpose  of  <he  lav.  I  hare, 
however,  suggested  to  this  Government,  in  answer  to  the 
difficulty  felt  upon  this  point,  the  posnbility  that  these 
general  terms  may  have  proceeded  from  an  apprehennon 
of  the  existing  discriminating  duty  of  one  dollar  per  ton 
on  American  reasels  in  these  Northern  colonial  ports. 
Sbotdd  such  be  the  case,  it  will  not  escape  you  that  ihii 
duty  is  prescribed  by  the  order  of  the  King  in  counal,  in 
1823,  in  retaliation  of  our  law  of  that  year;  and  that,  by 
the  temnsof  my  proposition,  it  will  be  now  abolished. 

If  the  remaining  words  of  apparent  difficudty  constitute 
a  proviwon  inconsistent  with  our  proposition  and  the  act 
of  5tb  July,  1825,  I  am  obliged-  to  confess  myself  inca- 
pable of  comprehending  either  their  object  or  meaning. 
I  refer,  of  course,  to  the  fdlowing  clause:  "  Learing  the 
commercial  intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  all  other 
parts  of  the  British  dominions  or  possessions  on  a  footing 
not  less  favorable  to  the  United  States  than  it  now  is." 

Such  a  proviuon,  or  any  thing  resembling  it,  is  now  in- 
troduced for  the  first  time  into  our  legislation  upon  this 
subject.  With  all  other  parts  of  the  British  dominioni^ 
our  commercial  intercourse  is  regulated  eitlier  hy  the  con- 
vention with  Great  Britain,  or,  with  the  exception  of  the 
ports  in  the  Nortliern  provinces,  absolutely  prohTbited  by 
act4  of  Parliament.  Sa  legislation  on  either  ude  can 
aBect  the  stipulations  of  the  convention,  and  any  relaxa- 
tion of  existing  prohibitions  must  be  beneficial. 

This  clause,  as  it  stands,  if  it  be  not  altogether  nuga- 
tory and  out  of  place,  would  seem  rather  to  apprehend 
some  evil,  not  understood  or  explained,  from  advantages 
to  be  conferred  on  our  trade  by  Great  Britain.  In  any 
view  of  the  subject,  however,  it  can  properly  relate  only 
to  tlie  footing  on  which  our  commercial  nitercourse  with 
other  ports  will  be  left  at  the  time  of  conceding  such  ad- 
vantages. Happily,  thcrerore,  with  whatever  object  the 
clause  may  have  been  introduced,  the  Prcudcnt  may  issue 
his  proclamation  with  cvcr^  assurance  that  tlie  correspond- 
ent acts  on  the  part  of  this  Government  will  leave  "  the 
commercial  intercourse  of  the  Umted  States  with  all  other 
parts  of  the  British  dominions  on  a  footing  not  less  favora- 
ble to  the  United  States  than  it  now  is." 

That  you  may  have  all  the  British  acts  of  Parliament  re- 
lative to  this  subject  beTore  you,  and  compare  without  d'lf- 
ficiiUy  the  various  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  5th  of  July, 
1825,  for  the  encouragement  of  British  shipping  and  navi- 
gation, and  of  that  of  the  same  date  regulating  the  trade 
with  the  British  possesrions  abroad,  I  have  the  honor  here- 
with to  forward  you  Hume's  Custom  Laws,"  containing 
all  that  may  be  useful  in  your  researches. 

The  observations  of  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  relative  to 
the  scale  of  duties  in  favor  of  those  interests  incidentally 
fostered  by  the  suspension  of  the  intercoorse  between  the 
United  States  and  the  West  Indies,  are  teas  unfavorable 
than,  at  the  date  of  my  despatch  of  the  6tfa  of  April,  I 
had  reason  to  apprehend.  It  was  on  the  ground  of  diis 
apprehension,  principally,  that,  in  my  note  to  Lord  Aber- 
deen of  the  12th  of  July  last,  I  alluded  so  particuUri^  to 
the  acts  of  Congress  reducing  the  duty  on  several  articles 
of  West  India  produce. 

Thou^  it  may  be  probable  that  the  schedule  of  duties 
adopted  contemporaneously  with  tbe  act  of  Parliament  of 
the  5th  of  July,  1825,  will  be  hereafter  modified,  the  ef- 
fect.nHist  be  more  severely  felt  by  the  West  Iiu^  planter, 
already  overburdened,  than  by  our  merchatitst  and  iu 
this  there  is  a  safe  guaranty  agunst  any  excessive  altera- 
tion. I'here  is  good  reason  to  believe,  moreover,  that 
such  mollification,  whenever  it  shall  be  made,  will  consist 
In  reducing  the  duty  on  some  important  articles,  while  it 
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may  increase  it  on  others;  and  that  our  trade,  in  the  ag- 
^gatci  will  not  be  materially  affected.  Thia  modifica- 
tion, bowerct,  is  not  a  part  or  cradition  of  the  preaent 
arrangement,  and  will  th^%fore  depend  upon  future  con- 
tlngendea.  of  which  each  nation  will  be  tree  to  take  ad- 
vantage ;  and  oura,  particularly,  to  resort  to  countervuling 
dutiea,  if  that  course  be  deemed  expedient.  On  this 
queationi  we  will  always  have  the  West  Indian  interest  on 
our  sdet  and  that,  after  the  conceasions  heretofore  made, 
ii  all  we  can  expect.  Hie  arrangement  dow  nropoied  will 
reitore  to  our  veasda  the  £rect  trade  widi  tae  Biitiah  co- 
lonial ports,  and  place  the  navigation  of  both  countries  in 
that  tradeupon  an  equal  footing.  We  may  safety  rely  upon 
the  skill  and  enterprise  of  the  American  merchants  to 
accmtpU^  the  rest. 

1  seed  scarcely  refer  to  the  period  for  which  ttus  ques- 
tion has  embarrassed  the  trade  of  our  citizens  and  the  re> 
lations  of  the  two  countries,  nor  to  the  numerous  failures 
wliidh  tuLTC  attMided  the  efforta  of  our  Government  to  ad- 
joit  it.  But  it  ought  not  to  be  fragotten  that,  in  prf>- 
ducing  these  fiulures,  technical  interpretations  and  mis- 
■pprenenmon  of  legal  provisions  have  liad  their  fiill  share. 
Sensible  of  this,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  guard,  if  possible, 
against  their  recurrence  t  and  after  the  solicitude  and  per- 
severance with  which  I  have  conducted  tiie  negotiation,  1 
coold  not  abun  the  reqKm^ility  of  attempting  to  fecon- 
c3e  the  apparent  obscurities  of  the  kw  with  the  clear  and 
frank  object  of  our  Government.  I  am  happy  to  believe, 
moreover,  that,  ut  the  attempt,  I  am  fully  sustained  by 
the  soundest  principles  of  construction.  In  any  event,  I 
ahall  feel  conscious  that,  with  the  sincerest  desire  to  con- 
form to  the  instructions^  and  sustain  the  chancter  of  the 
Executive,  i  have  futhfully  contributed  to  succor  the  en- 
terprise of  my  fellow-citizens,  and  to  place  the  foreign 
relationi  of  the  country  upon  a  foundatwn  of  lasting  har- 
nonv. 

I  MTe  the  honor  to  be,  nr,  very  respectfully,  your 
obc^at  servant^ 

LOUIS  McLANE. 
To  dte  Hon-  MUktir  Yait  Bcnxn, 

Secretary  of  iStaie,  JVaahington, 

7fte  Earl  of  Jberdeen  to  Mr.  McLane. 

Foasisa  Omci,  Aigiat  17,  1830. 

The  undersigned,  his  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  note  of  Mr.  McLane,  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States 
of  America  to  this  court,  dated  the  13th  ultimo,  commu- 
nicating certun  meaaurea  which  have  been  adopted  by 
Coi^ress  with  a  view  to  remove  the  obatadca  which  have 
hitherto  impeded  the  re^atablishment  of  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
West  I^a  colonies. 

Previously  to  the  receipt  of  this  communication,  his 
Hajes^'s  Government  had  already  had  under  tiieir  con- 
uderation  Mr.  HcLane*s  note  of  the  16th  March  last,  ex- 
pluiatory  of  the  proposition  contained  in  bis  letter  of  the 
13th  (rf  December,  1839,  with  reference  to  the  same  aub- 
jecti  and  the  undersigned  aasurea  Mr.  McLane  that  his 
Majesty's  Government,  in  the  earnest  and  dispassionate 
attention  which  they  bestowed  upon  this  proposition,  were 
actuated  by  the  most  friendly  feelings  towards  the  Govern- 
ment of  tiie  United  States,  and  by  a  nncere  disposition  to 
meet  the  proposals  which  he  was  authorized  to  make,  in 
the  spirit  with  which  they  were  offered. 

Bat  the  undersized  conuders  it  unnecessary  now  to 
enter  into  any  detailed  diacussion  of  the  points  embraced 
in  those  previous  eommunications  of  Mr.  McLane,  because 
they  are  in  a  great  measure  superseded  by  the  more  spe- 
<afio,  and  therefore  more  satisfftctory,  propontiuns  con- 
tained in  hia  note  of  the  13th  ultimoi  to  the  contents  of 


rin  prindpilly 


which  note,  therefore?,  the  undersigned 
confine  his  present  observations. 

Of  the  character,  and  effect  of  the  recent  measnre  of  fte 
American  Congress,  Mr.  McLane  observes,  that  "it  con- 
cedes, in  its  terms,  all  the  power  in  the  regulatioD  of 
colonial  trade,  and  authorizes  the  President  to  confer  on 
British  subjects  all  (hose  privtleres,  as  well  in  the  cimi- 
tous  as  the  direct  voyage,  whiim  Great  Britwn  has  at  joj 
time  demanded  or  d^ired." 

In  this  dedbiration  the  nndmi|;ned  is  happy  to  trftserre 
tiie  same  s^t  and  dispositian  which  dictatea  Mr.  McLaae^ 
former  communications,  wherein  he  announced  the  m£.- 
ness  and  desire  of  the  American  Government  *■  to  conply 
with  the  conations  of  the  act  of  Parliament  of  1635,"  mi, 
also,  "that  the  claims  advanced  in  justi&cation  of  tbeomi»- 
sion  of  the  United  States  to  embrsce  the  offers  of  this 
country,  have  been  abandoned  by  those  who  urged  them, 
and  have  received  no  sanction  from  the  people  of  the 
United  Statesi"  and  the  undersigned  readily  ^auattt  iftat, 
if  the  bill  passed  by  the  American  Legiibtiire  be  well  cai- 
culated  practically  to  fulfil  the  exprcised  mtentions  of  its 
fnmers,  it  must  have  the  effect  of  renumn^  aU  those 
grounds  of  difference  between  the  two  Governments,  with 
relation  to  the  trade  between  the  United  States  skI  the 
BritiA  colonies,  which  have  been  the  subject  <^  so  much 
JiscuaBon,  and  which  have  constituted  the  main  cause  of 
the  Buqiennon  of  the  intercoarse  hy  Aose  restrictire  sots 
of  the  United  States  which  the  American  Government  is 
now  prepared  to  repeal. 

The  propontion  now  made  by  Mr.  McLane  for  the  re- 
vocation of^  the  order  in  council  of  1826,  stands  npoo  a 
ground  materially  different  from  that  on  which  the  mot 
question  was  brought  forward  in  the  notes  of  Mr.  Galblia 
in  1837,  and  even  in  the  more  explanatory  overtumof 
Mr.  McLane,  cont^ned  in  hb  ctmimttnications  of  Decem- 
ber, 1839,  and  March,  1830. 

Those  several  proposals  were,  aS  of  them,  unitatioat 
to  the  British  Government  to  pledge  itself,  faypotheticallT, 
to  the  revocation  of  the  order  in  council,  in  the  evcntijf  a 
Kpeal  of  tiiose  acts  of  the  American  Congress  whici  ixve 
occauon  to  it.  His  Majesty's  Government  declintd  to 
frive  that  prospective  ple^fe  or  assuxsnce,  on  the  gnmodi 
stated  in  Lord  lHMUey*s  note  of  the  1st  October,  1827. 
But  the  objections  then  ut^^  are  not  applicable  tc  ibe 
present  overture.  Provision  hlu  now  been  mvie  by  sa 
act  of  the  American  Legislature,  for  the  re-estabB^SKCt 
of  the  suspended  intercourse  upon  certain  terms  snd  coe- 
ditionst  and  that  act  being  now  before  his  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, it  is  for  tbem  to  decide  whether  they  are  pre- 
pared to  adopt  a  corresponding  measure  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britun  for  that  object 

The  underugned  is  rnd^  to  adnut  that,  in  spirit  ard 
substance,  the  bill  transmitted  by  Mr.  McL*ne  Is  m- 
formable  to  the  view  which  he  lakes  of  it  in  the  exprn- 
sion  before  quoted  from  his  note  of  the  12th  Jul)-;  and 
that  it  is  calculated,  therefore,  to  afford  to  Great  Britain 
complete  satisfaction  on  the  several  points  which  ba\e 
been  heretofore  in  dispute  between  the  two  countres- 
He  has  also  received,  irith  much  satisfiKtioti,  the  exphr 
nation  which  Mr.  Mel^ne  has  afforded  bin  vnbalh',  xt 
the  last  conference  which  the  undersigned  had  the  ^ncw 
of  holding  with  him,  upon  those  passages  in  whidt  T>e 
wording  of  the  bill  appeara  obacure,  and  in  which  it  teru 
St  least  doubtful  whether  the  practical  construc^cn  t£ 
would  fully  correspond  with  the  intentions  of  the  Amerv 
can  Government,  as  expressed  by  Mr.  McLane.  Bm 
is,  nevertheless,  necessary,  in  order  to  remove  aD  pcvs- 
bili^  of  future  misapprehension  upon  so  important  a  sr^ 
ject,  that  he  should  recapitulate  the  p<nnts  upon  w^'icii 
those  doubts  have  arisen,  and  distinctly  state  me  sense  x 
which  the  underngned  considers  Mr.  McLane  as  coDcs^ 
ring  with  him  in  the  interpretation  uf  them. 
The  first  p«nt  in  which  a  questiwt  might  arise,  is  is  t!» 
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passag«  of  the  bill  wherein  it  u  declared,  u  one  or  the 
conditions  on  which  the  reitrictions  now  imposed  by  the 
United  States  may  be  removed^  '*that  the  resKia  of  the 
United  States,  and  their  cargoes,  on  entering  the  porta  of 
the  Briti^  possessions,  as  aforesud,  (viz.  in  the  West 
Indies,  on  the  continent  of  America,  the  Bahama  isUnds, 
the  Caicos,  and  the  Bermuda  or  Somer  islands,)  shall  not 
be  subject  to  other  or  higher  duties  of  tonnage  or  impost, 
or  charges  of  any  other  description*  than  would  be  im- 
posed on  British  vessels,  or  their  cargoes,  arriTinr  in  the 
said  colonial  possessions  from  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca." It  is  not  quite  clear  whether  the  concluding  words, 
"  from  the  United  States  of  America,"  are  meant  to  apply 
to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  their  cai^^s,  in 
the  first  part  of  the  pars^grapti,  as  welt  u  to  those  of  Great 
Britun  or  her  ocdoniea,  in  the  latter  part. 

It  can  scarcely,  indeed,  have  been  intended  that  this 
stipulation  should  extend  to  American  vessels  coming  with 
cargoes  fVom  any  other  places  than  the  United  States,  be- 
cause it  is  well  known  that,  under  the  navigation  laws  of 
Great  Britjun,  no  foreign  vessel  could  briilg  a  cargo  toany 
British  colonial  port  from  any  other  country  than  its  own. 

The  next  condition  expressed  in  the  act  is,  "that  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  may  import  into  the  said  colo- 
nial possessions  from  the  United  States  any  article  or  ar- 
ticles which  could  be  imported  in  a  British  vessel  into 
the  said  posscawons  from  the  United  States." 

In  this  passage  it  is  not  nude  sufHciently  clear  that  the 
articles  to  be  imported  on  equal  terms  hy  British  or  Ame- 
rican vessels  from  the  United  States  must  be  the  produce 
of  the  United  States.  The  underugned,  however,  can- 
not but  sappoie  that  such  a  limitation  must  have  been  con- 
templated, because  the  clause  of  the  navigation  act  alrea- 
dy adverted  to,  whereby  an  American  vessel  would  be 
precluded  from  bringing  any  article  not  the  produce  of 
America  to  a  British  colonial  port,  is  not  only  a  subject  of 
universal  notoriety,  but  the  same  provision  is  distinctly 
made  in  the  act  of  Parliament  cf  1835,  which  has  been  so 
oflcTi  referred  to  in  the  discussions  on  this  subject. 

It  was  also  necessary  that  the  undersigned  should  ask 
Ibr  some  explanation  of  that  section  of  the  bill  which  has 
reference  to  the  entry  of  vessels  into  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  from  the  continental  colonies  of  Great  Bri- 
tain in  North  America.  These  are  not  placed,  in  the  terms 
of  the  act,  on  the  same  footing  as  the  ships  coming  from 
the  colonies  of  the  West  Indies. 

With  respect  to  the  latter,  the  express  provision  made 
Ibr  the  direct  intercourse  with  thrae  colonies^  together 
with  the  simultaneous  repeal  of  the  several  American  acts 
which  interdict,  at  present,  the  carriage  of  goods  from 
the  United  States  to  West  Indian  ports,  in  ships  having 
mrrtved  from  other  porta  in  the  British  domimons,  appears 
fully  to  warrant  the  expression  before  quoted,  of  Mr. 
McLane,  *'that  the  act  would  confer  on  British  vessels  all 
those  privileges,  as  well  in  the  circuitous  as  In  the  direct 
voyage,  which  Great  Britain  has  at  any  time  demanded." 
But,  with  regard  to  the  cimtlnental  colonies,  there  is 
merely  a  provinon  tot  **admitting  to  entry,  in  the  ports 
of  the  United  States,  British  vessels  or  their  cargoes  from 
the  islands,  provinces,  or  colonies  of  Great  Britain,  on  or 
near  the  North  American  conthient,  and  north  or  east  of 
the  United  States."  It  must,  indeed,  be  presumed,  that 
vessels  from  these  colonies  are  intended  to  be  admitted 
upon  the  same  terms,  in  all  respecta^  and  to  be  entitled  to 
the  same  privileges,  as  British  ships  from  any  other  Bri- 
tish colony. 

The  act  of  Congresi  requires,  as  a  ftirther  condition, 
that,  when  the  intercourse  with  the  West  India  colonies 
shall  be  opened  by  Great  Britain,  "  the  commercial  inter- 
course of  the  United  States  with  all  other  ports  of  the 
British  dominions  or  possesnnns  shall  be  lefl  on  a  footing 
not  less  favorable  to  the  United  State*  than  it  now  is." 

Although  it  may  be  most  truly  itated  that  there  eX' 


ists,  at  this  time,  no  intention  to  make  any  alteration  in 
the  commercial  policy  of  Great  Britain,  and  equally  that 
there  is  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  restrict,  in  any  measure,  the  commercial  relations 
between  this  country  and  the  United  States,  yet  the  pow- 
tive  condition  to  nuuntain  unchanged,  or  upon  any  parti- 
cular footing  of  &vor,  every  part  of  our  system  of  trade 
affecting  our  intercourse  witli  America,  could  not,  with 
prupriei^,  be  made  the  subject  of  any  specific  engKge> 
ment  connected  with  the  renewal  of  the  c<donial  inters 
course.  Whether  that  intercourse  he  renewed  or  not,  it 
ought  to  remain  at  all  times  as  free  as  it  now  is,  both  to 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain  and  to  that  of  the  United 
States,  to  adopt,  from  time  to  time,  such  commercial  re- 
gulations as  either  State  may  deeni  to  be  expedient  for  its 
own  intereatf,  conustently  with  the  obligations  of  existing 
treaties. 

It  ia  due  to  the  candor  with  which  the  communications 
of  Mr.  HcLane  have  been  made  on  this  subject,  that  the 
undersigned  should  be  thus  explicit  in  noticing  the  pas- 
sage in  the  bill  to  which  he  has  now  adverted. 

Mr.  McLane,  in  his  note  of  the  12th  ultimo,  has  de- 
scribed and  explained  the  material  diminution  which  has 
been  made  in  the  duties  payable  in  the  United  States  on 
the  importation  of  certain  articles  of  colonial  produce. 
This  measure  has  been  viewed  by  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment  with  sincere  satisfaction,  as  indicating  a  disposition 
to  cultivate  a  commercial  intercourse  with  bis  Majesty's 
colonies,  upon  a  footing  of  greater  freedom  and  reciprocal 
advantage  than  ha^  hitherto  existed.  But  the  undersigned 
must  frankly  state,  that,  in  the  general  consideration  of 
the  question  now  to  be  determined,  no  weight  ought  to  be 
assigned  to  the  reduction  of  those  duties,  as  forming  any 
part  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  re-establisbment  of  the 
mtercourse  may  be  acceded  to.  Those  changes  are  part  of 
the  general  scheme  of  taxation  which  the  American  Go- 
vernment may,  at  all  times,  impose  or  modify,  with  the 
same  freedom  as  that  which  Great  Britain  may  exercise  m 
the  regulation  of  any  part  of  its  system  of  duties;  and  it  is 
the  mnre  essential  that  his  Majesty's  Government  should 
not  contract,  by  implication,  any  engagement  towards  that 
of  the  United  States  with  respect  to  such  alterations^  be- 
cause his  Majesty's  Government  have  already  had  under 
their  consideration  the  expediency  of  introdTtcing  some 
modifications  into  the  schedule  of  duties  attached  to  the 
act  of  Parliament  of  1825,  with  a  vieW  more  efTectnally 
to  support  the  interests  of  the  British  North  American 
colonies.  To  those  interests,  fostered,  as  they  have  ind- 
dentally  been,  by  the  suspension  of  tlie  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  West  Indies,  his  Majes- 
ty's Government  will  continue  to  look  with  an  earnest 
desire  to  afford  them  such  protection  by  discriminating 
duties  as  may  appear  to  be  consistent  with  the  interests  of 
other  parts  of  his  Majesty's  donunions,  and  with  a  sound 
policy  m  the  conunercial  relations  of  tUa  country  wtb  all 
other  States. 

The  undenigned  has  thought  it  de^rable  that  this  pmnt 
should  be  distinctly  understood  on  both  ndes,  in  order  that 
no  doubt  ^ould  exist  of  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  vary 
those  duties  from  time  to  time,  according  to  her  own  views 
of  expediency,  unfettered  by  any  obligation,  expressed  or 
implied,  towards  the  United  States  or  any  other  countrj-. 

The  undersigned  adverts  agun  with  satisftction  to  the 
verbalexplanationswhichhehasrecdvedfrom  Mr.  McLane 
of  those  passages  in  the  act  of  Congress  which  liave 
not  appeared  to  the  undersigned  to  be  literally  adapted  to 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Parliament  of  1835.  He  con- 
curs with  Mr.  McLane  in  thinking  that  these  will  be  fbund 
to  have  been  merely  apparent  deviations  from  the  condi. 
tions  of  that  statute,  because  the  whole  of  the  recent  pro- 
ceedings of  the  American  Government  and  Legislature  in 
this  matter  have  been  maiufestly  and  expressly  founded 
upon  a  deternunation  to  conform  to  iL   Any  other  view 
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of  the  mbject  would  be  entirely  at  vamnce  with  the  tenor  duct  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  throuf^hout  the  nf|(itii^ 
of  the  several  communications  from  Mr.  McLane  before  and  partjcularly  in  not  sufTcnng;  the  inadTcrtenciesofoui 


adverted  to,'Wliich  have  all  been  conformable  to  the  ex- 
plicit proposition  contained  in  his  note  of  the  13th  Dcct:m- 
ber,  1829,  "that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
should  now  comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment of  July  5,  1835,  by  an  expren  law,  opening  their 
porta  for  the  admiasion  of  Dritisl)  vebscls,  and  by  allowing- 
their  entry  with  the  same  kind  of  Uritish  colonial  produce 
as  may  be  imported  iit  American  vessels,  the  ves»el9  of 
both  countries  paying  the  same  charges;  suspending  the 
alien  duties  on  British  vessels  and  cargoes,  and  abolishing 
the  restrictiona  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  1823  to  the 
direct  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the 
BriUsh  colontcst  and  that  such  a  law  should  be  immediately 
followed  by  a  revocation  of  the  British  order  in  council  of 
tlic  27th  July,  1826,  the  abolition  or  suspension  of  alldis- 
criminsting  duties  on  American  vessels  in  tlic  Br!ti^  colo- 
nial ports,  and  the  enjoyment,  by  the  United  Stutcs,  of 
the  advantages  of  the  act  of  Parhiunent  of  the  5th  July, 
1825."  U  only  remains,  therefore,  for  the  undersigned  to 
assure  Mr.  McLaiie,  that,  if  the  President  of  the  United 
States  diall  dctemunc  to  give  effect  to  the  act  of  Congi*ess. 
in  confornuty  with  the  construction  nut  upon  its  ]>mvisions 
both  by  Mr.  Mcl^ne  and  by  the  undersigned,  all  difficulty 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  way  of  a  renewal  of 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  tlie  West 
Indies,  according  to  the  foregoing  prc^sition  made  by 
Mr.  McLanc,  will  thereby  be  removed. 

The  underugned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr.  McLane 
the  assurances  of  hia  highest  conridcration. 

ABKItDEKK. 

LopiB  McLakb,  Eaq.  8ic. 

US:  Van  jBurm  to  Jtfr.  JALane, 

DEriRTMB.HT  OF  StitK, 

Wmhinglon,  October  S,  1830. 

Sia:  Your  despatch  of  tlie  30th  Aitfust  wiia,  on  tTie  3d 
instant,  received  at  this  department,  and,  with  its  contents, 
laid  before  the  President. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  proclamation,  and 
instructions  irom  the  Treasury  Department  to  the  colJec- 
tors  of  customs,  that  tlie  President  has  adopted  without 
reserve  the  construction  g^vcn  to  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  29th  of  May,  1830,  by  Lord  Aberdeen  and  yourself, 
by  accepting  tne  assurance  of  the  British  Government, 


ry  the  proposed  arrangement  into  complete  effect  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States.  By  virtue  of  the  President's 
proclamation,  and  the  operation  of  the  act  of  Congress 
above  referred  to,  our  restrictive  acts  arc  repealed,  and 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  opened  to  Bhtisli  vessels 
coming  from  any  of  the  British  colonial  possessiona  mcn- 
tioneoin  both  sections  of  the  act,  upon  the  terms  stated  in 
that  act,  and  in  the  accompanying  instruction.  The  Prea- 
dent  does  not  doubt  that,  havingthus  giving  effect  t(}  tlie  ar- 
rangement on  the  part  of  ttiis  Government,  tliat  of  Great 
Britain  will,  witliout  delay,  do  what  is  necessary  on  its  side 
to  remove  all  existing  ubstnictjons  to  the  renewal  of  tiie 
intercourse  between  the  United  Stales  and  the  British 
colonial  possessions  referred  to,  according  to  the  propor- 
tion submitted  by  you  and  accepted  by  that  Government, 
lie  allows  himself  also  to  expect  that  tlie  circumstance 
that  the  ports  of  the  United  States  are  forthwith  open  to 
British  vessels,  whilst  the  opening  of  those  of  Great 
Britain  mustuwiut  tlic  action  of  the  Britjsh  Government, 
tlius  producing  temporarily  an  unequal  operation,  will  in- 
duce his  H^esty's  Government  to  pve  to  the  matter  its 
earliest  attention. 

llie  Preudent  has  derived  great  satisfaction  from  the 
candor  and  liberality  which  have  eharactcrized  the  con- 


legislation,  attributable  to  the  haste  andconfiisouoTthc 
clo^ng  scenes  of  the  Ees»on,  to  defeat  or  dehy  the  adjust- 
mcntofa  question,  witli  respect  to  the  substance  of 
and  the  interest  of  the  two  countries,  in  its  adjustmnr, 
both  Governments  are  now  happily  of  one  opiniofl.  He 
cherishes  the  most  lively  anticipationsof  tbeididbeiiefili 
which  will  flow  from  the  trade  that  is  about  to  renre,  n 
well  as  of  the  benign  influence  which  the  atiifaclon'  tt- 
moral  of  a  long  standing  and  vexatious  impediment  to  iLc 
extension  of  their  commercial  intercourse  ii  calculitfd  lo 
exercise  upon  the  relations  between  the  t«o  couidhn. 
It  is  liis  wish  that  you  ^ould  make  bis  Hajnty's  Gorrnr 
mcnt  acquainted  with  these  sentiments,  sm  UHire  it  thii 
lie  will  neglect  no  opportunity  which  may  present itttlfta 
prove,  his  sincere  denre  to  strengthen  am!  iraprote  those 
relations  by  every  act  within  the  sphere  of  im  luthofitj' 
whicli  may  contribute  to  confirm  th(  good  undrrsludir'; 
so  happily  established. 

It  is  ako  to  me  a  pleasing  duty  to  ci|ffe»toji»,ttI 
am  directed  to  do,  the  entire  satisfaction  tlrtPresdwl 
with  your  conduct  on  this  importaut  occaMO.  TUuir 
tiring  zeal,  patriotic  exertions,  and  great 
you  have  displayed  in  the  difficult  ncgotiitioniksaUfr 
factorily  concluded,  realize  all  the  anticipstiofft  ^  ^ 
formed  from  the  employment  of  your  (Altnts  in  ilii=  iin- 
purtant  branch  of  the  public  service,  and  entitle  ymi  to 
tlic  thanks  of  your  country.  To  thcK  sentiaenl*  I  big 
leave  to  add  tne  cxpresaon  of  my  own  imqoililiid  >p- 
prob.iti(m  of  all  your  acts  since  the  commenceioeDtfirmr 
mission  near  tlw  Government  of  Great  Briton- 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  <Aedicnt  servant, 

LoviB  HcLasx,  Esq.  £nvojf  Extrttor^aary,  fie 

By  the  S'reaident  of  the  United  StaltaoJ  Avim- 

A  PaOCLAXATIOV. 

Whci-eas,  by  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  tlie  loJi'^ 
SUtes,  passed  on  tlie  twenty-ninth  day  of  Maji  one  tb* 
sand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  it  is  provided,  that, 
ever  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  slksll  ncciTC 
factory  evidence  that  the  Government  of  Great  BriOie  w 
open  the  ports  in  its  colonial  possessions  in  the  Writ » 
dies,  on  the  continent  of  South  America,  the  Biu™ 


w'ith  the  accompanying  eiiplanations^  as  a  compliance  witli  ishinds,  the  Caicos,  and  the  Bermuda  or  Somer  i^mK 

its  requisitions,  and  by  doing  all  tliat  was  necessary  to  car-  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  for  an  indefinite  or  kt  i 

limited  term,  that  the  vessels  of  the  United  Slat»,wj 

their  cargoes,  on  entering  the  colonial  ports  aforesaioi 

not  be  subject  to  other  or  higher  duties  of  tonn^  of 

post,  or  charges  of  any  other  description,  than 

imposed  on  British  vessels,  or  tlieir  car^>c«i  ■'^'^'"-^J! 

the  Bud  colonial  posscsuona  from  the  Un^edStit(S:u>. 

the  vessels  of  the  United  States  may  import 

colonial  poasesuons,  from  tlie  United  States,  ""J*^^ 

articles  which  could  be  imported  in  a  British  tcsso  «^ 

the  said  possessions  from  the  United  States;  and  lia'^ 

vessels  of  tlie  United  States  may  export  fr«n  the  B'™* 

colonies  aforementioned,  to  any  country  whalcrtf."'"' 

than  the  dominions  or  possessions  of  (Jreaf  Biit»'"'»^ 

article  or  articles  tltat  can  be  exported 

British  vessel,  to  any  country  otlier  than  the  Bntali 

minions  or  poasesnons  aforesaid — leaving  the  "^-V 

intercourse  of  the  United  Stotes  witll  all  other  partioi  iK 

British  dominions  or  possessions  on  a  ''••'''"2,  "''l^ 

favorable  to  tlie  United  SUtes  tlian  it  now  is-tlutt^f^ 

and  in  such  case,  the  Preudent  of  the  United  Stat«r: 

■--  ot  Lt* 


be  authorized,  at  any  time  before  the  next  session 


grcsa,  to  issue  liis  prodaioation,  dcclariog  that  he  b»s  . 
ccived  such  evidencei  and  that,  thereupon,  . , 

date  of  such  prootamation,  the  ports  of  the  I'luted  SO' 
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shall  be  opened  indefinitely,  or  for  a  term  fixed,  as  the 
case  may  be,  to  British  vesseb  comings  from  the  said  British 
coloDial  poasesuons,  and  their  cargoes,  subject  to  no  other 
or  hi^er  duty  of  tonnage  or  impost,  or  charge  of  any 
description  whatever,  than  would  be  levied  on  tne  vessels 
of  the  United  States,  or  their  cargoes,  arriving  from  the 
said  British  possessions;  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
stud  British  vessels  to  import  into  the  United  States,  and 
to  export  therefrom,  any  article  or  articles  which  may  be 
imported  or  exported  in  vessels  of  the  United  States;  and 
that  the  act  entitled  "An  act  concerning  navigation," 
passed  on  the  ei^teenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighteen,  an  act  supplementary  thereto, 
passed  the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eiglit  hun- 
dred and  tiven^',  and  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  re- 
guUte  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
states  and  certain  British  ports,"  passed  on  the  first  day  of 
ftlorcb,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tweuty-three,  sliall, 
in  such  case  be  suspended  at  absolutely  repealed,  as  the 
case  may  require: 

And  whereas,  by  the  said  act,  it  is  further  provided, 
that,  whenever  the  porte  of  the  United  States  shall  have 
been  opened  under  the  authority  thereby  given,  British 
vcssels'bnd  their  cargoes  shall  be  admitted  to  an  entry  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  States,  from  the  islands,  provinces, 
or  colonies  of  Great  Britain,  on  or  near  the  North  Ameri- 
can continent,  and  nortli  or  east  of  the  United  States: 

And  whereas  satisfactory  evidence  has  been  received  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  tliat,  whenever  he  ahw 
give  effect  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  aforesaid,  the  Go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain  will  open,  for  an  indefinite 
period,  the  ports  of  its  colonial  pcssessions  in  the  West  In- 
dies, on  the  continent  of  South  America,  tlie  Bahama 
inlands,  the  Caicoa,  and  the  Bermuda  or  Somer  islands,  to 
the  vessels  of  tlie  United  States,  and  their  cargoes  upon 
the  term^  and  according  to  the  requisitions,  of  the  afore- 
said act  of  Congress: 

Now,  therefore,  I  Andrew  Jackson,  President  of  tlie 
United  States  of  America,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim 
that  such  evidence  lias  been  received  by  racj  and  that,  by 
tlie  operation  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  29tli  of 
May,  1830,  the  ports  of  the  United  SUtes  are,  from  the 
date  of  this  proclamation,  open  to  British  vessels  coming 
from  the  and  British  possessiona,  and  their  cargoes,  upon 
the  terms  act  forth  in  the  said  act;  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  navigation,"  pasiicd  on  the  IStli  of  April, 
3818,  the  act  supplementary  thereto,  passed  the  ISm  of 
May,  1820,  and  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the 
commercial  intercourse  beweeen  the  United  States  and 
certain  British  ports,"  passed  the  1st  of  March,  1833,  arc 
absolutely  rej^ealed;  and  British  vessels  and  their  car- 
fifocs  Are  adinittcd  to  an  entry  in  the  porta  of  the  United 
H  tales,  from  the  islands,  provinces,  and  colonies  of  Great 
Britain,  on  or  near  the  Nortli  American  continent,  and 
north  or  east  of  the  United  States. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the 
5th  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1830,  and 
the  fifly-fifth  of  the  independence  of  the  Uiuted 
States. 

ANDREW  JACK30N. 

By  tlie  President: 

M.  Vait  BvBiir, 

Seeretarg  of  State. 

Cirmlar  to  the  CoUeetort  of  Ctuionu. 

TUASDST  DXFABTJIKMT, 

October  6,  1830. 
Sm:  You  will  perceive  by  the  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, herewith  transmitted,  that,  from  and  after  the  date 
thereof,  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  navigation," 
pasftcd  on  Uie  18th  of  April,  1818,  an  act  supplementary 


thereto,  passed  the  15th  of  May,  1820,  and  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  regulate  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  certain  British  ports,"  passed  on  the 
1st  of  March,  1823,  are  absolute!}' repealed;  and  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  are  opened  to  British  vessels  and  their 
cargoes  coming  from  the  British  colonial  possessions  in  the 
West  Indies,  on  the  continent  of  South  America,  the  Ba- 
hama islands,  the  Caicos,  and  the  Bermuda  or  Somer  islands; 
also,  from  the  islands,  provinces,  or  colonies  of  Great  Britain 
on  or  near  the  North  American  continent,  and  north  or  cast 
of  the  United  States.  By  virtue  of  the  authority  of  this  pro- 
clamation, and  in  confoniuty  with  the  arrat^ment  made 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  under 
the  sanction  of  the  President,  you  are  instructed  to  admit 
to  entrj'  such  vessels,  being  laden  with  the  productions 
of  Great  Britain  or  her  said  colonies,  subject  to  the  same 
duties  of  tonnage  and  impost,  and  other  charges,  as  are 
leviet!  on  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  or  their  cargoes, 
arriving  from  the  said  Britiah  colonies.  You  will,  also^ 
grant  clearances  to  British  vessels  for  the  several  ports  of 
the  aforesaid  colonial  possessions  of  Great  Britain,  such 
vessels  being  laden  with  such  articles  as  may  be  exported 
from  the  United  St.ites  in  vessels  of  the  United  States: 
and  Britisl)  vessels,  coming  from  the  said  British  colonial 
possessions,  may  aLw  be  cleared  for  foreign  ports  and 
places  other  than  those  in  the  said  British  colonial  posses- 
sions, being  laden  with  such  articles  as  may  be  exported 
from  the  United  States  In  vessela  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  INGHAM, 

Secretary  of  the  TYeamay. 

Eximeti — Mr.  McLant  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  dated 
Lovnos,  iVooemAer  6,  1830. 

I  received  on  the  2d  instant  your  despatch,  number  22, 
of  the  5lh  October,  transmitting  the  proclamation  of  the 
President,  and  instmctions  from  the  Treasury  Department 
to  the  collectors  of  customs,  executing,  on  the  part  of  our 
Government,  the  proposed  arrangement  with  this,  for  the 
restoration  of  the  direct  intercourse  with  the  Britisli  West 
Indies.  I  communicated  these  tlocuments  to  the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen  on  the  3d  instant,  and  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit herewith  his  answer  thereto,  and  an  order  of  the  King 
in  council,  completing  the  proposed  arrangement  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  and  fully  closing  the  negotiation 
upon  this  important  part  of  our  relations. 

This  arrangement  has  already  produced,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  produce,  considerable  dissatisfiiction  in  tlie  British 
Northern  provinces,  and  with  those  interests  which  have 
been  incidentally  fostered  by  tlie  onussion  of  our  Govern- 
ment to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  act  of  5th  July, 
1825,  and  the  British  order  in  council  of  July,  1826.  It 
may  be  expected,  therefore,  as  I  have  already  stated  in 
my  former  despatches,  that  some  attempt  will  be  imme- 
diately made  to  reconcile  those  interests  to  tlic  restoration 
of  the  direct  intercourse.  Some  of  the  duties  in  favor  of 
the  Northern  productions  will,  doubtless,  be  increased, 
but  others  will  be  reduced.  I  cannot,  however,  at  this 
moment,  speak  fully  or  with  entire  certainty  of  the  inten- 
tions of  this  Government  in  that  respect. 

It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  inform  you,  that,  by  Uie  act 
of  Parliament  of"  the  2d  July,  1827,  entitled  *'  An  act  to 
amend  the  laws  relating  to  the  customs,"  the  importation 
of  salted  beef  and  pork  is  admitted  into  Newfoundland 
free  of  duty,  and  into  all  the  other  British  ports  at  a  duty 
of  twelve  shillings  sterhng  the  hundred  weight.  Under 
the  present  arrangement,  by  which  the  colonial  ports  arc 
now  opened  to  our  vessels,  wc  shall  be  entitled  to  the  be- 
nefit of  tliis  act,  and  in  tliat  way  acquire  a  valuable  branch 
of  trade,  whicli  we  could  not  have  enjoyed  by  tlie  famous 
act  of  5th  July,  1825. 
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Trade  mihBntiAC(dBme$. 


Mr.  MeLaneioLordMerdeen. 

9,  CHUTDOS  aTBBCTf  POBTUVB  PuCI, 

Novanber  3,  1830. 
-Hie  undernrned,  envoy  extnordinary  ftitd  minister 
pterupotentiary  from  the  United  States,  bu  the  honor  to 
transmit  herewith  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  his  Majesty's 
principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  a  pro- 
claniation  issued  by  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
on  the  5th  of  October  last,  and,  also,  a  letter  of  instruc- 
tions from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  conformity 
thereto,  to  the  aereiml  collectors  of  Uie  Uiuted  States,  re- 
moving the  restrictions  on  the  trade  in  British  vessels  with 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  and  the  colonial  possesmons 
of  Great  Britain.  And  the  undersigned  takes  leave  to  add, 
that,  although  these  papers  appear  to  be  sufficiently  clear 
and  explicit,  he  will  take  much  pleasure  in  makinif  any 
further  personal  explanation  of  their  import  that  may  be 
considered  desirable. 

It  will  be  perceived,  however,  that,  by  virtae  of  the 
foregoing  proclamation,  atid  the  operation  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  29th  May,  1830,  the  restrictive  acts  of 
the  United  States  are  absolutely  repealed;  that  the  ports  of 
the  United  States  are  open  to  the  admission  and  entry  of 
British  vessels  coming  from  any  of  the  British  ports  men- 
tioned  in  both  sections  of  the  said  act,  with  the  same  kind 
of  British  colonial  produce  as  n»y  be  imported  in  Ameri- 
can vessels,  and  upon  the  same  terms;  tnat  the  alien  du- 
ties, in  the  ports  of  the  United  State^  on  British  vessels, 
and  their  cargoes,  and  also  the  restrictions  in  the  act  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  1833  to  the  direct  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  the  British  West 
India  colonies,  are  abolished. 

The  undersigned  has  tiie  honor  to  state  further,  that 
these  acts  have  oeen  performed  by  the  Preudent  in  con- 
fomiity  with  the  letter  of  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  of  the  irth 
of  August  last;  and  that,  by  accepting  the  assurance  of  the 
British  Ooverntnen^  with  the  accompanying  explanation, 
as  a  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  act  of  Con- 
g]-es9  of  the  29th  May,  1830,  and  doing  all  that  was  ne- 
ceitsary  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  effect  the  pro- 
posed arrangement,  he  has  adopted,  without  reserve,  the 
construction  put  upon  the  act  of  Congress  both  by  the 
Earl  of  Aberdeen  and  the  undersigned. 

In  communicating  these  documents  to  the  Earl  of  Aber- 
deen, the  undersigned  is  instructed  to  inform  him  that  the 
President  has  derived  great  satis&ction  from  the  candor 
manifested  by  his  Msjcsty's  ministers  in  the  course  of  tlie 
negotiation;  and  that,  having  thus  given  effect  to  the  ar- 
rangement on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  he  does  not 
doubt  that  Great  Britain,  acting  in  the  spirit  and  terms  of 
the  proposition  subnutted  by  the  undersigned,  ^nd  accept- 
ed in  tlie  letter  of  Lord  Aberdeen  of  the  17th  of  August 
last,  will  as  promptly  comply  with  those  terms  on  lier 
part,  and  remove  the  existing  obstructions  to  the  renewal 
of  the  intercourse  between  the  porta  uf  the  United  States 
and  the  British  colonial  possesuons. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  takes  leave  to  state,  that, 
from  the  date  of  the  proclamation  of  tlie  President,  the 
vessels  of  Great  Britain  have  been  and  arc  actually  in  the 
enjoyment  of  all  the  advantages  of  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment, wliile  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  are  and  must 
remain  excluded  from  the  same  until  the  requbite  mea- 
sures shall  be  adopted  by  this  Government.  The  under- 
signed has  the  tionor  to  ask,  therefore,  that  the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen  will  enable  him  to  communicate  the  adoption  of. 
those  measures  to  his  Government,  by  the  opportunity 
which  will  offer  for  Utat  purpose  on  the  6th  instant 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occanon  to  re- 
new to  the  Ean  of  Aberdeen  the  assurance  of  hia  bigbeat 
consideration. 

LOUIS  McLANE. 
The  Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Aanitnit,  &c. 


Lord  Aberdeen  io  Ifr.  MeLmt. 

FoBSiBir  OmcB,  iVbwmkr  5,  IB30 
The  undenrigned,  his  Majesty's  principti  Secrebrr  oi 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  has  the  honor  to  tcknwleid^ 
the  receipt  of  tiie  note  of  Mr.  Mcl^e,  tmoj  titna- 
dinary  and  minister  plenipotentiuy  from  tbc  United  Suia 
at  this  court,  of  tlie  3d  instant,  in  whidi  he  cikIomi  i  pn- 
clamation  issued  by  the  President  of  the  Cniled  Stitei  on 
the  5th  ultimo,  and  also  a  letter  of  instruction!  fnei  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  confbmuty  tfaereto,  to 
several  collectors  of  the  United  Statu,  mn(nin|;tbc  k- 
s^ictions  on  the  trade  in  British  vesseb  w%h  the  ports  ti 
the  United  States  and  the  colonial  poisesBoiii  of  Grat 
Britain- 
Mr.  McLane  observes,  that,  by  virtue  of  the  proclina' 
tion  in  question,  and  the  operation  of  the  set  of  Cmgrea 
of  the  29th  May,  1830,  the  restrictive  acts  of  Ibe  I'nited 
States  are  absolutely  repealedt  that  tbe  pgrboftlM  Cuted 
States  are  opened  to  uie  adiirission  nd  cnby  ofBrl&di 
vessels  coming  from  any  of  the  Britiih  pcsti  mentioned  in 
both  sections  of  tlie  said  act,  with  the  saneUndDTBritiili 
colonial  produce  as  may  be  imported  in  Amcficta  tcskI^ 
and  upon  the  same  terms;  that  the  alien  duties,  inttiepaiti 
of  the  United  States,  on  British  vesseh  ind  their  curxs, 
and  also  the  restrictions  in  the  act  of  Coopea  of  tbt 
United  States  of  1833  to  the  direct  intercooise  bettten 
the  United  States  and  the  Britidi  West  hidia  colotiiu,  ut 
abolished. 

Mr.  McLane  adds,  that,  in  performing  diae  icU,  'k 
President  of  the  United  States  has  adopted,  withoitit- 
serve,  tlie  construction  put  upon  the  act  of  Confff  « 
the  29tiiof  May,  1830,  by  himself,  and  by  the  nndeisgorf 
in  hia  note  of  the  17th  of  August  last 

The  undersigned  having  stated  to  llr.McLuK,iD» 
above  mentioned  note,  that,  under  such  circuBiteicf^  u 
difficulty  on  the  part  of  Great  Britun,  in  thev^rf^ 
renewal  of  the  intercourse  between^ United SW««» 
the  West  Indies,  according  to  the  poopoation  na*  ^ 
Mr.  McLane,  would  be  removed,  he  hss  now  the  hwKto 
transmit  to  Mr.  McLane  the  accompanying  copy  of  «^ 
der  issued  by  his  Majesty  in  Mmnciltiii«dsy,f«nS'*^ 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  Uwted  Sl»ww 
his  Majesty's  possesnont  abroad. 

The  undersigned  cannot  omit  this  opportunih ««• 
pressing  to  Mr.  McLane  the  satisfaction  of  hii 
Government  at  the  promptitude  and  frankness  witinBw 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  lias  concurred  in  im 
view  taken  them  of  this  question;  and  «t  the 
quent  extension  of  that  commercial  intcrcoune  sd^ 
it  is  n  much  the  interest  of  both  countritf  t?  "* 
lain,  and  which  his  Majesty  will  alwa^be  fcundwtw*? 
desirous  to  promote  by  all  the  means  m  his  power. 

The  undersigned  avaUs  himself  of  tiiis  occiaon  to  ri- 
new  to  Mr.  HcLane  the  asBurances  of  tui  higbed  <^ 
deration.  „. 

ABEBD)'-E>- 

Lovii  IfcLAVi,  Es({<  Sic. 

Ax  TH»  COVBT  AT  Sx.  JUin', 

Present :  The  King's  Most  Excellent  Msjeity  in  couna 
Whereas,  by  a  certain  act  of  Parliament,  pjssed  ii 
sixtli  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty  King  wj"? 
the  Fourth,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  tbe  tr»d=  ol  » 
British  possessions  abroad,"  after  reciting  that  '  "J 
hiw  of  navigation  foreign  ships  arc  permitted 
into  any  of  the  Briti^  possessions  abrosd,  bm 
tries  to  which  they  belong,  gooda  tiie  produce  of  ux^ 
counties  and  to  export  goods  from  such  possessions 
carried  to  any  foreign  country  whatever,  snd  th»t  '*  ■ 
pecUent  that  auch  permisrion  should  be  subject  to  cfltM 
conditions,  it  is  therefore  enacted,  that  tiie  prifflegw 
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hy  granted  to  fbrel^  ships  ihaU  be  Umited  to  the  dupi  of 
those  countries  which,  having  coloiual  possesnooi,  shaLU 
grutt  the  0kQ  privilege  of  trsahig  with  those  possesrioni 
to  Britirik  lUp^  or  which*  not  having  colonial  pones- 
nam,  shall  puce  the  commerce  and  navigKtion  of  this 
country  and  of  iti  poiseniona  abroad  upon  the  same  fbot- 
biF  c£  the  most  &vored  ml&oo,  mAeu  his  Majes^.  by  his 
oraer  in  cobncil,  shall  in  ai^  case  deem  it  expedient  to 
grant  the  whole  or  any  of  such  privilqfea  to  the  ships  of 
any  fbrei^  countiy*  althoa^  the  cmditions  aforesaid 
shall  not  in  all  respects  be  fufilled  by  such  fordgn  coun- 
try And  whereas,  by  a  certain  onier  of  his  aiud  late 
l^^efl^  in  council,  bcuing  date  tiie  S7th  day  of  July, 
1836»  after  reciting  that  tfw  con^oas  meirtloned  and  re- 
ferred to  m  the  said  act  of  Parliament  had  not  in  all  re- 
spects been  fulfilled  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
StiUea  of  America^  and  that,  therefore,  the  privileges  so 
grmnted  aa  aforesaid  by  the  law  ofnavigation  to  foreign  ships 
coold  n<rt  lawfully  be  exercised  or  enjoyed  by  the  ships 
of  the  United  States  aforesud,  uhless  bb  Majes^,  by 
order  in  coundl,  should  grant  the  irtiole  or  any  of  luch  pn- 
Til^ea  to  the  Am  at  the  Umted  States  afort  said,  bis  said 
late  Majea^  in  pursoance  of^  powers  hi  hdB  vested 
by  the  sud  act,  gnnt  the  pririleges  foresaid  to  tiie  riiips 
of  the  said  United  States,  but  did  thereby  proride  and  de- 
clare Oat  such  privities  should  abscrtutely  cease  and 
determine  in  his  Majesty's  posaesnons  in  the  West  Indies 
and  South  America,  and  in  certain  other  his  Majea^s 
poaaeanODS  abroad,  upon  and  from  certaiD  digr*  in  the  said 
order  fbr  ttat  purpose  apptnnted,  and  wfakh  are  kmg  nnce 
passed:  And  whereas,  by  a  certain  otiier  order  hia  said 
fate  Majes^  in  council,  bearing  date  the  16th  of  July, 
1837,  the  sud  last  mentioned  (M^der' was  confirmed:  And 
whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  acts  of  Parliament  in  that 
behalf  nude  and  provided,  his  a^  late  Majesty,  by  a 
certain  order  in  coundl,  bearing  date  the  31st  day  of  July, 
1S33,  and  by  the  said  order  in  council,  J>eariog  date  the 
srthday  of  July,  ISSfi,  was  pkwed  to  orderthat  there 
should  be  charged  on  aU  veaaels  of  the  said  United  States 
which  should  enter  any  of  the  ports  of  his  Mi^ea^'spoa- 


iessions  In  the  West  Indies  or  America,  with  articles  of 
the  ^wth,  produce,  or  mannftcture  of  the  said  States, 
certain  dii^  of  tonnage  and  of  customs  therdn  partico^ 
larlynedfied:  And  whereas  it  hath  been  mads  to  appeal 
to  ma  Ibjea^  in  eooadl,  that  the  restrictions  heretofore 
imposed  by  me  laws  of  die  United  States  afiiresaid  nnon 
British  venels  narigating  between  the  said  States  and  tua 
Majesty's  posaesttons  in  the  West  ImUes  and  America  have 
been  repoJed,  and  that  the  discritninatinf  duties  of  ton- 
nage and  of  customs  heretofore  imposed  liy  the  laws  of 
the  said  Umted  States  tqxm  British  vessels  and  their  car- 
goes, entering  the  ports  of  the  said  States  from  hit  M^^es- 
ty'a  said  poiseiBioiH,  have  been  alio  repealed;  and  that  the 
ports  of  the  United  Slatea  are  now  open  to  BrhidiTeasek 
and  thdr  cargoep  eonm^  from  Us  Ibjes^'a  posaesriona 
afimaud:  Bis  liaies^  dwUi,  tberefore,  withadrice  <^  hia 
privy  council,  ana  in  pursuance  and  exercise  of  the  pow- 
ers ao  vested  in  lum  as  afo'esaid,  by  the  said  act  ao  passed 
in  tiie  sixth  year  of  the  rewn  of  bis  sud  late  Majesty,  or 
by  any  other  act  or  acts  of  Parliament,  declare  that  the 
waid  recited  orders  in  coundl  of  the  31at  day  of  July,  1833, 
and  of  the  37tli  day  of  July,  1836|  and  the  aa^  order  in 
coundl  of  the  1  Gth  dqr  of  Jidy,  1837,  (so  ftr  as  the  aoch  last 
mendnied  order  rewesto  the  said  United  States,)  shall  be, 
and  the  same  are  bereby,  respectively  revoked:  And  his 
Majesty  doth  fiirther,  by  the  advice  uoresaid,'  and  in  pur- 
suance of  the  powers  aforesaid,  declare  that  the  ships  <^ 
and  bel(H^iDr_to  the  Uiuted  Statea  of  America  may  im- 
pnt  Ihnn  ttie  united  SMea  afiNteaaid,  into  tiie  BiMab  poa- 
aeadons  abroad,  goods  tiie  produce  of  thoae  States,  and 
may  export  goods  from  the  British  possessions  abroad,  to 
be  earned  to  any  foreign  country  whatever. 
And  the  Bight  Honorable  the  Lords  Commiadonera  of 


give  tbe  necessary  < 
them  may  re^ectivcly  wpertaia. 

JAAES.BULLEB. 

A  true  copy* 
Conran  Orvioa,  WumAU,  Sim.  6, 1830. 


[Tlie  aclwduleef  ^itie%  and  the  extract  of*  letter  relHiiV  to     (reftnedt»intbeU'orpi^»a^)  areonltted.] 
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ACTS  OF  THE  TWENTY-FIRST  CONGRESS 


OF  THB 


VAHU  AT  m  uGStnt  luuov,  wBiea  was  bmits  An  biid  at  nt  citx  ow  wamisctoiti  ur  m  dirmci  w  m- 

Limau,  OM  XOKBAT,  T»  UZTB  BAl  OT  VMIHBSB,  Wl  TMIMAaB  UBKT  ■VaBBKB  An  YHIMTT,  An  ■■»»« 
TIB  TBIU  BAT  OT  XABCH,  OBB  TBOUSABB  XlSn  HOBBBBB  An  TaiBTZ<OHB. 


AN  ACT  to  chanife  the  time  of  bolding  the  rule  term 
of  the  Chi»iit  Court  fM>  the  Diatrict  of  Wot  Tannenee. 

Be  it  auuied  by  the  SmaU  and  Souse  of  Reprtienta 
Uvea  of  the  United  ISatea  of  JImeriea  in  Congnaa  OMcm- 
bledt  That  it  bHaU  be  the  dutj  of  tbe  District  Judge  of 
Tennessee,  to  hold  «  term  of  the  Circuit  Court  At  N»flh- 
vill^  fin*  the  District  of  West  Tennessee,  on  the  first 
Mmday  in  March,  in  each  year,  who  shall  have  power  to 
make  an  neccMary  ndei  and  orders  touching  any  tvat, 
action,  appeal,  writ  of  error,  process,  pleadings  or  pro- 
ceedings, that  miy  be  pending  in  said  Circuit  Court,  or 
that  may  have  issued  returnable  to  the  Circuit  Court  to 
be  holden  on  the  first  Monday  in  September  next,  prepa- 
ratory to  the  hearing  trial,  or  decwon  of  such  action, 
■af^  *ppeal»  writ  w  error,  process*  pleadings,  or'pro- 
eeedines  ;  and  all  writs  and  process  may  her^Aer  be  re- 
turnable to  the  said  Courts  to  be  holden  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  March,  in  the  same  manner  as  to  the  sessions  of 
the  Circuit  Courts-  directed  by  law  to  be  held  at  Nash' 
ville  on  tlie  first  Monday  in  September  of  each  year  i  and 
the  writs  and  other  process  returnable  to  the  said  Circuit 
Court  on  the  first  Monday  in  September,  may  bear  teste 
on  the  first  Monday  in  March. 

Sac.  3.  .Aul  fie  if /wrMo-eniKtet^  That  the  said  District 
Judge  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  from  dsy  to  day,  or 
to  any  other  period  of  time,  more  than  three  months  be* 
fore  the  September  term  of  said  Court :  Provided,  That 
no  final  judgment  be  rendered  at  sud  term  to  be  held 
by  tbe  District  Judge,  except  by  the  content  both 
parties. 

ANDREW  STEVENSON, 
Speaker  of  tiie  Hooio  of  Hepreaentatives. 
JOHN  C.  CALHOUN. 

Freudent  of  the  Senate. 
Approved:  January  13, 1831. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

AN  ACT  to  Amend  an  act,  entitled  **  An  act  t*  provide 
for  paying  to  the  State  Ulinoia  three  per  centum  ot 
the  nett  procteds  aristug  from  tbe  sale  the  public 
lands  wilhm  the  same." 

Se  it  CHMded,  Sit,  That  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled,  ao 
act  to  provide  for  paying  tu  tbe  State  of  linnois  three  per 
sentum  of  the  nett  proceeds  arinng  from  the  sate  of  the 
public  landa  within  the  same,"  approved  the  twelfth  of 
L>ecemb«r,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty,  as  requires  an 
innuiU  account  of  the  application,  by  die  said  State,  ctf 
Vox.  VH-^ 


tbe  said  three  per  centum  to  be  tntnimitted  to  tbe  SeoM- 
taty  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  thesame  is  her^  repealed. 
Approved:  Januaiy  13, 1631 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect 
certam  In^an  Treaties. 

BeitmndedfUt.  That  the  ft^oiring sums b^  and  tiie 
same  are  herebv  appropriate^  fisr  the  aenrke  of  the  yeu 
one  thouaind  e^t  nundrcd  and  Ibir^i 

For  the  annual  support  of  a  school  for  tbe  edocatiaa 
of  Indian  youth,  as  sUpulated  for  by  the  mxth  attkle  of 
tlte  treaty  of  the  fifth  of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hutt- 
dred  and  twenty-ux,  with  tbe  C^qipewa  Uibe  orlndiaMa 
one  thousand  dollars  t 

Fw  the  pasrment  of  the  annuity  of  two  duMuaad  doUan^ 
and  also  the  aom  of  two  tbouHiM  dolbrs  for  education, 
as  stipulated  for  by  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
nxteenth  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen* 
ty-siz,  with  the  Potawattamiea,  the  annual  sun  of  four 
thousand  dollars  t 

.  Ftn-  the  annual  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  miller,  and 
for  ftimisbing  annually  one  hundred  and  nxW  bushels  of 
salt,  under  the  same  treaty,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars ; 

_  For  the  payment  of  the  permanent  and  limited  anmii> 
ties  provided  for  by  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  with 
the  Pottawattamies,  of  the  twentieth  at  September,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  annually  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  dolhtis ; 

For  tohacco»  iron,  steel,  education,  annuity  to  the 
principal  chiaf,and  employment  of  taboien^  hf  aame  ixli- 
cle,  one  tbouaaal  nine  hundred  and  sixty  dtmn  i 

For  pajrment  of  permanent  annuity  under  tiie  fourth 
articlii  of  the  treaty  with  the  Miamiei^  ofthe  twenty-tlurd 
of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-«^ 
twenty>five  thousand  dollars ; 

Fiv  iron,  steel,  tobacco^  and  laborers,  by  aaae  actidc^ 
one  thousand  one  hundred  dollan. 

For  aupport  of  tiie  poor  uid  infina,  and  fiir  f>diwrariiiii. 
under  the  sixtb  article  of  aaid  treaty,  two  tfaoimd  dolhai 

Annovcd:  Jaimaiy  13, 1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  benefit  of  schools  in  Lnmne*  eoaoty, 
Mississippt. 

Be  it  enaetedf  &c.  That  one  section  of  tbe  public  lands 
subject  to  private  entry  and  sale  in  the  state  of  UM^ 
Mppi,  be  located  fw  tbe  uae  and  benefit  of  achoab  ia 
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appendix—To  GaUa  l$  Beaton's  RegiaUr. 


31fltCoa«.3dSui.] 


Lamof  ike  VmieJ  AiOia. 


Lurrenee  eonnm  ia  aiud  State,  in  Km  of  the  axteenth 
flcctim,  wo\A  wuf  patented  to  Will  WhKebead. 

Sio3.  Andbeit  fitrtiur  enaettdt  Thftt  any  penon  ap* 
pointed  by  order  of  the  Probate  Court,  in  and  for  the 
county  of  l4wrei>ee,  be,  aad  be  la  hereby,  autborixed  to 
locate  the  quantity  of  land  named  in  tbis  act,  fbr  the  pur- 
poaea  above  nnmcd. 

Apprvred:  Juiuaiy  13, 1831. 

AN  ACT  fw  tlie  reUef  of  Aaron  FiUcerald. 

&  U  madedf  fcc  That  the  Secretaiy  of  War  be  direct- 
ed to  plaee  Aaron  Fitsgeimld  on  tlw  penaiun  liat  duriny 
GfSct  at  twelre  dollan  per  moath,  instead  of  the  peoaion 
which  he  now  receivea. 

Sac  3.  Jndbeii  JwHur  eaatted,  Thattbere  be  paid 
to  the  laid  Aaron  Vitc^rald  the  turn  of  three  hundred 
and  BZty-one  dullars  and  sixly-siz  cents;  beinr  the  diffe- 
renee  between  wa.  doHara  per  month  actuaBy  ^owed  bim 
■a  a  pennen,  and  eight  dolkra  per  month  wLic:h  ought  to 
hare  been  allowed  hint  from  (he  twentyfir«t  of  February, 
fme  thousand,  eight  bundr^  and  fifteen,  to  the  eleventh 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  ;  and 
that  the  wid  sum  be  paid  to  bim  out  of  any  money  In 
the  I'reasgiT  not  otbcrwiae  appra|»iated. 

Approred:  immtj  13»  1831. 

AH  ACT  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  **  An  ad  to  provide 
fbr  payinff  to  the  States  of  Missouri,  Miadssippi,  and 
Alabama,  three  per  centum  of  the  uett  prooeeds  aris- 
ing from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  within  the  same/ 

Be  it  tnaetedf  &c.  That  so  much  of  an  act,  entitled 
*•  An  act  to  provide  fcr  payii^  to  die  States  of  Mtssonri, 
mmiM<ppi,>nJ  Abbama,  three  p»  centum  of  the  net* 
Moeeeda  arinng  fimithe  srio  of  the  pobUc  knda  wilhh 
the  HUM,**  Approved  the  third  of  May,  eighteen  hundred 
and-tw«nty-t«o^  aaraqairesan  annual  account  ol  the  ap- 
pBealton  of  the  said  three  per  oentum,  to  be  transmitted 
4»  (he  -SecrsitaiY  ef  the  Treasury,  be,  and  the  ame  is 
hereby  repealed. 

Approver  January  19, 1831. 

AN  ACT  fbr  the  relief  of  Thomas  Fitzgerald. 
Se  it  enaeUd,  he.  That  the  Secretaiy  of  War  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  directed  to  cause  to  be  paid  to  1'homas 
VitiKerald,  an  invalid  penaioQcr  of  the  United  Stales,  tlie 
fum  ef  two  hundred  and  elghty-four  dollurs  and  twenty- 
two  cents,  being  arrearage*  of  pension  to  which  he  is 
entitled  on  account  of  a  total  disability  received  while 
iD  th«  service  of  the  United  States,  and  which  has  here- 
tofore been  witliheld  in  consequence  of  a  mistake  in  first 
plaiui^  bis  name  on  the  pensioo  roll. 
Approved:  January  19, 1831. 

AN  ACT  Ibr  cIoMitg  certain  aecounta,  and  makiny  ap- 
propria6oRS  tor  arrearayes  in  the  In^aii  Department. 

he  ti  matted^  Sie.  That  the  sum  of  sixty  one  thousand 
^Iflhra  b«*  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be 
9Miaut«r  iu)y -money  in  the  Treaitury,  not  utbent-ise  ap- 
PiHprW>W^  fiir  arcearages  in  tljc  liid'uui  Department,  the 
mme  to  be  applied  to  the  payoient  of  buaiicea  on  ac* 
owMf  pDMlMted  ami  acltled  hv  the  prq>er  accouHting 
omecr,  and  now  actually  due,  wnich  accrued  previous  to 
U)t'fiNt4i7  ^  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
\me0^-mmp  and  to  no  other  purpose. 

Sac.  3.  .Au/ftei/^^Asrfnoe/ci/,  That  for  the  pui-pcse 
of  settling  and  chwi^  the  accounts  in  the  office  of  the 
Sacood  AudUtOT,  relatmg  to  Indtan  aflain,  prior  to  the 
date  of  Januatpr,  one  thousand  ei^t  hundred  and  twenty- 
nin^  the  Fresident  of  the  United  SUtes  is  hereby  autho- 
ilzM  to  direct  tranf^  to  be  made  from  such  balanceB  of 
Bioneya  beKtotwe  appropriated  to  ctny  into  effect  cer 
tiuD  IwUin  treatiei  as  are  no  longer  required  for  their 


several  objects,  to  the  ere£t  tS  wrtsie  olberlwArf 
Indian  expenditure,  under  which  balancn  lecniiv  pn- 
viouslv  to  the  above  date,  remain  due  to  ccmin  in&ii 
viduaU,  and  appear  upon  the  bcx^  of  the  Second  Ai- 
ditor  t  alwi,  to  direct  almrlar  transfrn  to  be  nnde  lo  ud 
from  the  several  specifie  heads  of  contuigenoa  tf 
IntUan  Department  pay  of  ifBnts,  SBb«nili^  nd  pn- 
aeala  to  Didiana ;  and,  also,  of  the  sum  or  Eve  ihansi 
and  fourteen  dollan  and  fifteen  cenu  fiom  tbe  bad 
subnscence  of  tlie  army,  to  the  hckd  of  IikEui  eipeaili- 
liue,  under  which  that  amount  was  ictuil^  ippbedud 
expended  :  Pmnded,  aUoam,  That  do  aich  ttmAr 
alisll  be  made  unless  it  sstisfictorily  appeir  thtl  tbc  ipc 
cific  expenditure  was  actually  nuule  nr  tbe  Knitetf 
Indian  afiiurs,  in  good  fiuth,  by  an  sulkriKd  ifnt  <f 
th«  Goveniment,  and  before  tlie  date  ifinwd,  tbit 
the  balances  ftemwMch  audi  txiMfcn  aw  autktnMdu 
bo  ludc  are  not  necessary  for  the  ipedfe  poipow  of 
their  oriipnal  approprialiun. 

Skc.  S.  Jndbeit  fiirtker  madtd,  Tttf  the  Secttiicr 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  is  hereby,  autbonwdw  ^ij  to 
Hark  and  B.  H.  Bean,  of  Arkansas  out  of  107  wk]  a 
tiie  lYeaaoiy,  mt  otherwise  approfrnted,  rfn  ui» 
sand  seven  hundred  and  fbrty-eight  doUin  ud  tvcn^* 
five  cents,  forauppliea  furnished  (o the 
Indiana  by  direction  of  fonBcr  Indian  ageoti :  fWaM 
That  ttke  aaid  Beana  shall  first  present  wAaaAtP^^ 
to  the  proper  accountitiK  officer,  that  crtditwui^* 
ly  given  by  them  to  the  Govcmmcul  ot  the 
SUtes,  and  that  no  part  of  the  amount  huhewW"^ 
ed  by  them,  or  satined,  directly  or  iwli'<^' 
agent  through  whom  tbey  sold  or  contacted. 
Approved,  January  27, 1831. 

AN  ACT  making  appropnationa  for  the  p«ri«°"^* 
volutioiiary  and  invalid  pei»w«»-  . 
Be  it  enaded.  Sic.  That  the  foUoiring  wmi  k  ««" 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  he  pwdoulw*? 
ney  in  riie  Treaauiy  not  utiierwlac  approprnteo,  W  J*! 
revalulionary  and  invalid  penaoner^Ti* : 
yor  paymenf  uf  revolutionary  pensioner  wt""^ 
one  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  thiriy^ae,  we  ■«» 
eleven  thousand  one  hundred  dollata. 

For  paying  tiie  invalid  peiiaoncrs,  i"*"^^,^ 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  one*  ".".'ff 


sevcnty-sixThousand  seven  hundied  and  twen'J 
in  addition  to  an  uncxpnted  balance  of  appropra"^ 
invalid  pensioners  of  twenty-nine  thousaiw  two  m 
and  foriy-aijE  dollars  ninety^fivc  ceiita. 

For  pensions  to  widows  and  orpbaw,  five  iw***^ 
dollars. 

Approved,  Jaimaiy  27,  1831. 

AN  ACT  lo  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  Dk"*' 'J? 
of  the  United  Statei  for  the  DiatricU  of  Muk 
Unoii^  and  Northern  District  of  AWwiW- 
,  Se  Ueaacied,  &c.  That  the  tenniof ibeDi*«\j. 
of  the  United  SUtes  for  the  Northern  Dw'^^y^ibt 
ma,  which  are  nuw  directed  by  Uw  to  be  «"  ^ 
firat  Mondays  of  Mardi  and  October  111  ""^f^^Tja  i-J 
hereafter  be  held  on  tbe  second  U*^'?*,  J,  ubi--^ 
October  in  each  yeir  i  and  that  Uie  icrm  of  " 
Court  of  Uie  Unitwl  Slates  for  the  D»in«  "  ^ 
whuJi  is  now  directed  by  law  to  be  held  ""^ji-jK 
Tueaday  of  September  in  each  )c«r,  ""i"*^, 
held  on  the  first  Tucsdny  of  September  in  ^-.^ 
and  all  processes  which  may  have  iswed,  JLgiaf 
hc-reafler  issue,  return.tble  to  the  next  ■'^.'i^Lii  ^ 
of  the  Mil!  District  Courts  as  herctofrre 
be  held  returnable,  and  be  returned,  to  tfto« 
which  they  arc  severally  changed  br  --i* :' 

Sac.  S.  Jnrf  be  it  further  enedtd,  Ttot 
the  Diatrict  Court- «f  the  United  Staiw  W  " 


Digitized  by 


Google 


5 


APPENDIX— To  Gales  i$  SeatotCsUegjater. 


Lawt  o/tke  TMiUd  Sltaa. 


[Slit  Com.  SdSittf 


of  lltina'is,  wliicli  are  now  directed  by  law  to  be  held  on 
tbe  third  Mondays  of  June  and  November  in  each  year, 
shall  hereafter  be  held  on  the  first  Mondays  af  May  Knd 
December  in  each  year  i  ami  all  process  wliicli  may  have 
issued,  or  which  shall  hereafter  issue,  returnable  to  the 
next  succeeding  terms  of  the  aa'td  District  Court  as  here- 
toforri  eatftbli^ed,  iliall  bo  held  returnable,  and  be  re< 
turned,  to  thsae  termi  to  which  they  are  severally  chanfr. 
ed  by  thi<  act. 
Approved,  January  S7, 1831. 

AN  ACT  to  extend  the  time  for  enlerine  certain  dona- 
tion claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Arkfuisas 
Se  a  eaaeted,  &c.  That  the  provisions  of  the  eiglith 
and  ninth  sections  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved 
twenty-fourth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred 
and  twenty-eight,  entitled  "An  act  to  aid  the  State  of 
Ohio  in  extendinff  the  Miami  Canal  from  Dayton  to  Lake 
Erie,  and  to  ^nint  a  quantity  of  land  to  said  State  to  aid 
in  the  coDstruction  of  tlie  Canab  authorized  by  law,  and 
fii  making  donations  of  land  to  certain  persons  in  Arlcan- 
w  Territory  /*  and  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled 
An  act  restricting  the  location  of  certain  land  claims 
in  the  Tcrritoiy  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes," 
approve<l  sixth  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenly-nine  ;  and,  also,  the  provisions  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  extend  the  time  fur  locating  certain  (l<j 
mtions  in  Arkansas      approved  thirteenlli  Januniy,  one 
thonsand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  be,  and  same  are 
hereby,  continued  in  force  for  the  period  of  two  years, 
from  the  twentyfoiirth  May,  one  thousand  eiglit  hundred 
and  lliirty-one  :  Promded,  That  nothing  in  this  act,  or 
the  fcregoing  acts,  shall  be  so  construnl  as  to  prevent 
the  President  of  the  United  States  from  bringing  the  said 
lands  in  Arkansas  into  market  under  the  existing  laws: 
and  all  cimms  to  donations  under  the  before  recited  act, 
which  shall  not  have  been' presented  and  allowed  by  the 
proper  authorities  on  or.  before  the  day  which  slull  be 
fixed  on  by  the  President  for  the  sale  w  said  lanii,  are 
hereby  declared  forfeited  to  the  United  States. 
Approved,  Janiiary'x7,  1831. 

AN  ACT  further  supplemental  to  the  act  entitled  "an 
an  act  tnaking  further  prnviuon  for  settling  the  claims 
to  land,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,"  passed  the  thir- 
teenth  day  of  June*  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve. 

Be  it  enaeled,  Ue.  That  tlie  United  States  do  hereby 
relinquish  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  towns  or  vil- 
lages of  Portage  des  Sioux,  Saint  Charles,  Saint  Louis, 
Saint  Ferdinand,  Villa  a  Robert,  Carondelet,  Saint  Ge- 
nevieve, New  Uadriil,  New  Bourbon,  and  Little  Prairie, 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,  all  the  tight,  title,  and  interest 
of  the  United  States  in  and  to  the  town  or  vilhige  lot^ 
out  iota,  common  field  lot^  and  commons  in,  atQoining 
and  belonpng  to,  the  said  towns  or  villager,  confirmed 
to  them  respectively,  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  entitled  "  Aa  act  nuking  further  provision  for 
settling  the  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri," 

Esased  the  lliirteenth  day  of  June,  one  thmisand  eight 
untlred  and  twelve,  to  be  held  by  the  inliabitants  of  the 
said  towni  and  villages,  in  full  property,  according  to 
their  scTeral  T^;hts  tberdn,  to  1^  regulated  or  disposed 
of  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitantai,  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  Missouri. 

Sec.  2.  Jnd  U  it  further  enacted,  11iat  the  United 
State*  do  hereby  relinquish  all  their  right,  title,  and  in- 
terest, in  and  to  the  town  and  village  foia,  out  lots,  and 
comnKin  field  lots,  in  the  SUte  of  MiaMuri,  reserved  for 
the  aupport  ef  schools*  in  the  respective  towns  and  vH> 
lages  aioresaid,  by  the  second  section  of  the  above  rc< 
sited  act  of  Congress }  and  that  the  same  shall  be  sold 
ir  diaposed  of,  or  regulated  fiir  the  said  puipoae^  in  such 


manner,  as  may  be  directed  by  the  Legislature  of  said 

State. 

Approved,  January  %7,  1831. 

AS  ACT  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatiTee  pf 

Edward  Hotve,  deceased. 
Be  it  enacted,  iic  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  ttufy  par 
to  the  legal  representatives  of  Edward  Moore,  deciieBS^^ 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  mA  forty*- 
two  cents,  reported  on  the  books  of  the  Fourth  Auditor^ 
of  the  Treasury  to  the  said  Edward  Moore,  for  his  Aare 
of  the  ^rize  money  for  tbe  British  vessels  captured  on 
Lake  Erie,  during  the  late  war  t  to  be  paid  ont  of  any 
money  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  January  27,  1831. 

AN  ACT  making  provision  for  the  compenntion  nf  wit- 
nesses, and  payment  of  other  expenses  atttending  the 
trial  of  the  impeachment  of  James  H.  Peck. 
Be  it  enacted,  Ue.  I'hat  to  every  witness  summoned 
to  attend  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  James  H. 
Peck,  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  for  eveiv  day'a 
attendance  upon  the  said  trial,  the  sum  of  four  dollars ) 
and  also  for  miteage,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  cents  fbreTCiy 
mile  distance  coming  to  the  City  of  Washington,  and 
returning  to  the  usual  place  of  residence  of  the  wltnes 
ses  respective^,  computing  the  said  distance  by  the 
tisual  route  of  travel  by  land. 

Sec.  3.  .and  he  HjuHher  ematied.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Saaate  to  aaceitain and  cer- 
tify the  amount  due  to  each  witnsaa  for  attendance  aad 
mileage;  which  certificate  shall  be  a  sufTicient  voucher 
to  entitle  the  witness  to  receive  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  the  amount  certified  to  be  due^  unless 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  Senate. 

Sec  3.  Jnd  be  itjurther  eaaeted.  That  to  tite  Ifarahal' 
uf  the  District  of  Columbia  there  shall  bo  allowed  and 
paid,  for  every  day's  attendance  upon  the  Court  of  im- 
peachment, during  the  said  trial,  the  sum  of  five  dollan^ 
the  amount  to  be  ascertained  and  certified  by  the  Secee> 
taiy  of  the  Senate  i  which  certificate  shall  be  a  sufficient 
voucher  to  entitle  the  said  Marshal  to  receive  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  Sutes,  the  amount  certified  to  be 
due,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  tlie  Senate. 

Sec  4.  ^dbe  it  Jurtker  enaeUd,  That  there  shall  be 

Said  to  the  Marshal  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  tlie  sum  of- 
fly  dollars  t  and  to  the  Hanhal  of  the  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas,  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  for  servinc  and  returning 
subpoenas  for  witnesses,  issued  by  order  of  die  said  Court. 

Sec  5.  Jnd  be  it  Juriher  matted.  That  the  sum  of 
thirteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  appropriatetl  to  defray  the  expenses  incurred 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  be  paid  out  anj 
money  in  the  Treasuty  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  Februaty  3, 1831. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  construction  ofthref  Seho«B- 
ers  for  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States, 
Be  a  enacted,  tie.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  auth<Misted  to  cause  to  be' 
built,  equipped,  and  employed  in  the  naval  senrioo  of  the 
United  States,  three  Schooners,  not  exceeding  twtlf* 
guns  each  <  and  that  the  sum      ei^ity-eeven  Ihniiiinwl 
three  hundred  and  sixty  dollan  be.  and  the  same  b  hep»> 
by,  appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  . 
otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  eanyiiig  tbei 
foregoing  provisions  into  effect. 
Approved,  February  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  the^  acvcnd  acta  respaetii^  ee|^. 
rights 

Be  it  enacted,  &c  That  from  and  after  the  paashig  of 
tlua  act,  any  penon  or  penou^  being  a  citicw  •rcUir 
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silt  C*».2d8»i.3 


Lmatoftke  VhHtd  Statet. 


KM  of  theUaitcd  StatCf^  or  re^dent  therein,  who  »hall 
be  the  author  or  authors  of  any  book  or  booka,  map, 
chert,  or  muaicet  compoaition,  which  may  be  now  made 
at  oompoaed,  and  not  printed  and  pubUshedf  or  ahall 
hereafter  be  made  or  oompoaed,  or  who  ahall  tnVent, 
desi^,  etch,  engrave,  work,  or  cauae  to  be  engraved, 
etclud,  or  worked  froqa  hia  own  deaign,  any  print  or  en- 
mTing,  and  the  cxecutorab  adminiatraton,  or  legal  as- 
Hgna  m  auch  peraon  or  peraons,  shall  have  the  aole  right 
and  Gbcrty  of  printing,  re-printing,  piibliahing,  and 
vending  auch  book  or  books,  map,  chart,  muaical  com- 
poaition, print,  cut,  or  engraving,  in  whole  or  in  part. 
tor  the  term  of  twenty  ei^t  years  from  the  time  of  >%cord- 
h^the  title  thereof,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  directed. 

Sso.  3.  Jiad  be  it  Jitrtker  enacted,  That  if,  at  the  ezpi- 
ration  of  the  afbreaaid  term  of  yean,  such  author,  inren- 
tor,  deaigner,  engrarer,  or  any  of  them,  where  the  work 
had  been  originally  composed  and  made  by  more  tlian 
one  person,  be  still  living,  and  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  or  rerident  therein,  or  being  dead,  shall 
have  left  a  vridow,  or  child,  or  children,  either  m  all  then 
linng,  the  same  exclusive  right  ahall  be  continued  to 
mdi  author,  devgner,  or  engraver,  or,  if  dead,  then  to 
mdi  widow  and  child,  or  children,  for  tlie  Itirtlier  term 
of  fewteen  yean:  Pnmded,  Tliat  the  title  of  the  work 
•o  secured  shall  be  a  second  ti'ne  recorde<l,  and  all  such 
other  regulations  aa  are  herein  required  in  regard  to  ori 
ginal  copy-right*,  be  complied  vitli  in  respect  to  such 
renewed  copy-ngh^  and  that  within  oix  months  before 
tiie  expiration  of  die  firat  term. 

Sn.  3.  Jnd  be  itJurVur  eaaeled.  That  in  all  cases  of 
renewal  of  copy>ri^t  under  thia  act,  such  author  or 
proprietcv  shall,  within  two  months  from  the  date  of  said 
renewal,  cause  a  copy  of  the  record  thereof  to  be  pub- 
lished in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapera  printed  in  the 
United  State^  for  the  apace  of  four  weeka. 

Sic.  4.  JMbeit  further  enaeUd,  That  no  person  sitall 
be  entitled  to  the  beneSt  of  thia  act,  unless  he  aliall,  be- 
ftn  publication,  deposit  a  printed  copy  of  the  title  of 
aodi  Dook,  or  books,  map,  chart,  musical  composition, 
[Hint,  cut,  or  engraving,  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  dis- 
trict coutt  of  theaatd  district  wherein  the  uithor  or  proprie- 
tor shall  rettde,  and  the  clerk  of  such  court  is  hereby  di- 
rected and  required  to  record  the  same  thereof  fortliwitli, 
ID  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing (giving  a  copy  of  the  title,  imder  the  aeal  of  thfs 
conrt,  to  the  said  author  or  proprietor,  whenever  he  shall 
reqotre  the  aame :)**  District  of  ;o  wit:  Be 

It  remembered,  thiat  on  the  day  of 

Annodomini,  '  A.  B.  of  the  said  District,  hath  de- 
posited in  titia  oflice  the  title  of  a  book,  (map,  char^  or 
otfierwise,  as  the  ease  may,)  the  title  of  which  is  in  the 
wwdsfiillowinr,  to  wit;  (here  Insert  the  title,)  ther^ht 
whereof  he  cnlma  as  auUior  ^or  proprietor  as  the  case 
may  beO  in  conformi^  with  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
*  An  act  to  amend  .the  several  acts  respecting  copy 
rights.*  C.  D.  Clerk  of  the  District.'*  For  which  re- 
cord,  fte  clerk  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  from  the  pei^ 
son  claiming  such  right  as  aforesaid,  fifty  cents;  and  the 
like  sum  for  every  coi>y,  under  seal,  actually  given  to 
iuch  penon  or  his  assigns.  And  the  author  or  proprie 
tor  of  any  such  book,  nutp,  chart,  murical  composition 
print,  cut,  or  engntr'xig,  shall,  within  tlnee  months  from 
the  publication  of  said  book,  map,  chart,  musical  com- 
position, print,  cut,  or  engraving,  deliver  or  cause  to  be 
oelivcMd  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  clerk  of  said  dis- 
trict. And  it  sliall  be  the  duly  of  the  cleric  of  each  dis- 
trict eourt,  least  once  in  every  year,  to  transmita  cer* 
lifted  list  of  all  aueh  records  of  copy-right,  including  the 
dilea  ao  feeeided.  and  the  dates  frf  record,  and  also  all 
the  several  copies  of  books  or  other  worka  depouted  in 
Us  office  affording  to  this  act,  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
to  bepreaerved  in  bis  office. 


Sic.  5.  Atdbeil/urlkir  eaaded.  That  no  person  shaU 
be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act,  unless  he  sh^l  give 
information  of  eopy-right  being  secured,  by  caunng  to  be 
inserted,  in  the  several  copies  of  each  and  every  editioa 
published  during  the  term  secured  on  the  title  p^e,  or 
the  page  immediately  following,  if  it  be  a  book,  or,  if  a 
map,  chart,  musical  composition,  print,  eat,  or  etyrav- 
ing,  by  cauung  to  be  imprewed  on  the  bee  thereof  or  if 
a  volume  of  maps,  charts^  music*  or  engravings,  upim  the 
title  or  frontispiece  thereof,  the  following  wordi^  via  : 
"  Entered  according  to  act  of  Congress,  in  the  jcar 
by  A.  B.,  in  the  clerk's  office  of  tbe  mtrid 
court  of  *'  (as  the  case  irtay  be.) 

Sic,  6.  Aidbeit  further  enaeled.  That  if  any  other 
person  or  persons,  from  and  after  tbe  recording  the  title 
of  any  book  or  books,  according  to  this  ac^  sbu^  wittiin 
Uie  term  or  terms  herein  limited,  print,  pubSsbb  or  im- 
port,  or  cause  to  be  printed,  published,  or  imported^  any 
copy  of  such  book,  or  books,  without  tbe  consent  of  tbe 
person  legally  entitled  to  the  copy-right  thereof,  ftrstbad 
and  obtained  in  writing,  aignea  in  presence  oT  two  or 
more  credible  witnesses,  or  diall,  knowii^  the  same  to 
be  so  printed  or  hnported,  pnblirii,  selU  er  expote  to 
Bale,  or  caoae  to  be  published,  sold,  or  cxpowd  to  sale, 
any  copy  of  such  book  without  such  consent  in  vritlnc; 
then  such  offender  shall  forfeit  every  copy  of  such  boft 
to  the  person  legally,  at  the  time,  entitled  to  the  copy- 
right thereof;  and  shall  also  furfeit  and  pay  fifty  cents 
for  every  such  sheet  which  may  be  found  in  his  posses- 
uon,  either  printed  or  printing,  published  impoile^w 
exposed  to  ule,  contnry  to  the  intent  of  thti  act;  the  one 
moiety  thereof  to  such  legal  owner  of  the  copy-right  ss 
aforesaid,  and  the  other  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt  in  any  court  liavinf 
competent  jurisdiction  thereof. 

Sic.  7.  Jnd  be  it  further  tnadedt  Tbat,  if  any  jier- 
son  or  peraons,  after  the  recording  the  title  of  any  print, 
or  cut,  or  engmving,  map,  chart,  or  musical  componliM, 
accMding  to  the  proviMonsof  this  act,  dttll,«ritfaiB  tbe 
term  or  terms,  limited  by  this  act,  engrave,  etch,  or 
work,  sell,  or  copy,  or  cause  to  be  engraved,  etched, 
workod,  or  sold,  or  copied,  either  on  the  whole,  or  b; 
varying,  adding  to,  or  dimioikbing  the  main  design,  viib 
intent  to  evade  the  law,  or  shall  print  or  import  for  mk, 
or  cause  to  be  pfinted  or  imported  for  aale,  any  auch  nap. 
chart,  musical  comporition,  prin^  cut,  or  ei^raviag,  w 
any  parta  thereof,  without  tiie  cooaent  of  tbe  pn>(»Ktar 
op  proprietors  of  the  copy-right  thereof  fint  obtained  ia 
writing,  signed  in  the  presence  of  two  credible  vitaet- 
ses  i  or,  knowing  the  same  to  be  ao  printed  or  imported 
without  such  consent,  shall  publish,sellor  expose  teskle, 
or  in  any  manner  dnpose  of  any  auch  map,  ebait,mBit- 
oal  compodtion,engravir^,eot,or  ptufl,witlHiutsacheoa- 
aent,  aa  afore^d ;  then  auch  an  offender  or  oflcndcn 
shall  forfeit  the  plate  or  plates  on  which  aodl  map,ch«r^ 
musical  compoaition,  engimving,  cut,  or  print,  shall  be 
copied,  and  also  all  and  every  Mieet  thereof ao  cofned  cr 
printed,  as  aforeaaiJ,  to  the  proprielw  orpnprietossef 
the  cupy-right  thereof ;  and  shall  further  fofint  one  dol- 
lar for  every  sheet  of  such  map,  chart,  muaieJ  eampoM- 
tton,  print,  cut,  or  engrmvinr,  which  amy  be  fovnd  ibIb 
or  th«r  possession,  printedor  published,  or  ezpoaed to 
sale,  contrary  to  the  tme  intent  and  meaning  of  tkb 
act)  the  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  proprietor  erpn- 
prietors,  and  the  oUier  moieQ''  to  the  use  of  the  Cnte^ 
States,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  having  ccNnpeusi 
jurisdiction  thereof. 

Sac.  8.  .imfietiywiAcreiiaefM^  That  noUiinff  intinsic: 
ihall  be  construed  to  extend  to  prohitnt  ih^  Unportatioa  a 
vending,  printiri|^  orpubfiahui^  of  any  map,  chart,  bot^ 
muncalcompontionj  print  or  engmving,  wntten,  oosape*- 
ed,  or  made^  by  any  person  not  bang  a  otiaen  vt  Ar 
United  Sutes,  norrerideot  srithinthe  juriatfctioM  tt««<<- 
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Stc.  9.  And  be  it  farther  mdeted.  That  Rny  person  or 
person^  wlio  shall  print  or  pubUah  any  mitniiscnpt  wliat- 
erer  without  the  consent  of  the  author  or  legal  proprie- 
tor first  obtained  as  aforesaid,  (if  such  author  or  proprie- 
tor be  acitiaen  of  the  United  States,  or  resident  thereint] 
shall  l>e  liable  to  suffer  and  pay  to  Uie  author  or  proprie- 
tor, all  damages  occasioned  by  such  injuiy,  to  be  recor- 
ered  by  a  specUl  action  on  the  ease  founded  upon  this 
actt  in  any  court  having  copiiiance  thereof :  and  the  se- 
veral courts  of  the  United  States  empowered  to  grant  in- 
junctions to  prevent  the  nolation  of  the  rights  of  au- 
thors and  inventors  are  hereby  empowered  to  {p«nt  in- 
junctions, in  like  nnanner,  acoording  to  the  principles  of 
equity,  to  restrain  such  publication  of  any  manuscript  as 
•foresaid. 

Sic  10.  And  be  it  further  maeiedt  That,  if  any  person 
or  persons  shall  be  sued  or  prosecuted,  for  any  matter, 
act,  or  thing  done  under  or  by  virtue  of  this  act,  he  or 
they  may  plead  the  generu  issue,  and  give  the  spedal 
matter  in  evirlence. 

Sic.  11.  And  be  it  further  maeted,  Hiat,  if  any  per- 
son or  persons,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
shall  print,  or  publish  any  book,  ma;»,  chRrt,musical  com- 
position, print,  cut,  or  engraving,  not  having  legally  ac- 
quired the  copy*rigi)t  thereof  and  shall  insert  or  impress 
that  the  same  hath  been  entered  according  to  act  ofCon- 
gress,  or  words  purporting  the  sam?,  every  person  so  of- 
Kndlng  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  hundred  dollars ;  one 
moiety  thereof  to  the  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same, 
and  the  other  to  the  use  of  the  Unitetl  States,  to  be  re 
covered  by  action  of  deb^  in  %nj  court  of  record  having 
BOgnizsnce  thereof. 

Sxc.  13.  And  be  it  further  enaded.  That,  in  all  recove- 
ries under  this  act,either  for  damages,  fbrfeltarea,  or  pe- 
nalties, full  costs  shAll  be  allowed  thereon,  any  tiling  in 
any  foimeract  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enaeied.  That  no  acdon  or 
prosecution  shall  be  maintained,  in  any  ease  of  forfeiture 
jT  penalty  under  this  act,  uidess  the  tame  rtatl  have 
>een  commenced  within  two  years  after  the  cause  shall 
have  arisen. 

Sxc.  14.  And  be  it  fkiHher  enacted.  That  the  <*  Act  for 
:lie  encouragement  of  learning,  by  securing  the  copies 
>f  maps,  chsrtfi,  and  hooks,  to  the  authors  and  pro- 
>rietDrs  of  such  copies  during  the  times  therein  mention- 
!d,"  passed  May  thirty-first,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
ired  and  idnety,  and  the  act  ■upplemmlao'  tbereti^  pas- 
ted April  twenly-ninth,  one  Oiousand  eight  handred  and 
wo,  shall  be,  arid  the  same  are  heniby,  repealed  :  saving, 
dways,  such  rights  as  may  have  been  obtained  in  con- 
brmity  to  their  provinons. 

Sac.  15.  And  be  it  fi*rther  enacted.  That  all  and  several 
he  proviAons  of  this  act,  intended  for  the  protecUon  and 
lecarity  of  eopy-righti^  and  pnyWng  remedies,  penal- 
icM,  and  fbrfntures,  in  ease  of  viiJation  thereof,  ihaD  be 
leld  and  construed  to  extend  to  the  benefit  of  the  ]ef^ 
»roprietor  or  proprietors  of  each  and  every  eopy-right 
leretofore  obUined,  according  to  la«',  during  the  term 
hereof,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  copy-right  had 
lecn  entered  and  secured  according  to  the  directions  of 
hie  act. 

SsG.  16.  And  beit  further waded.  That,  whenever  a 
opy- right  has  been  heretofore  obtained  by  an  author  or 
uthor*,  inventor,  dengner,  or  engraver,  of  any  book, 
flap,  chart,  print,  cut,  or  engraving,  or  by  a  proprietor 
'f  the  same  :  if  such  author  or  authors,  or  either  ofthtm, 
uch  inventor,  desigpner,  or  engrav»r,be  living  at  the  pas- 
a^  of  this  act,  then  such  author  or  authors,  or  the  sur- 
iTor  of  them,  such  inventor,  engraver,  or  designer,  shall 
ontinue  to  have  the  same  exclusive  ri^t  to  uis  book, 
hart,  map,  print,  cut,  or  engraving,  wiUi  the  benefit  of 
ach  and  all  the  provisinu  of  this  act,  fbr  the  security 
^vMrf;  for  such  additional  period  of  time  aa  will,  to* 


S ether  with  the  timK  irhich  shall  have  elapaed  frOm  the 
list  entry  of  Such  cony-righti  make  up  the  term  of  twen^ 
ty-eigtit  years,  with  the  •amfe  ririit  to  his  ilridowf  chilcL  ai 
chil<&en,  to  renew  iM  copj^-righ^at  the  eipiration  ther«<> 
c^i  as  is  above  p'ravided  in  relation  to  copy -rights  origina* 
ally  secured  under  this  act.  And  if  nich  author  or  au- 
thors, In+entor,  designer,  or  engraver,  shall  not  be  living 
at  the  passage  of  this  act,  then,  his  or  their  heirs,  execu- 
tors and  administrfttors.  shall  be  entitled  to  the  like  ex- 
clusive enjoyment  of  sud  copy-rig^,  with  the  benefit  of 
each  and  all  the  provisions  of'thia  act  for  the  security 
thereof,  for  the  period  of  twenty-eight  years  fh>m  the 
first  entry  of  said  copy-rif^t,  with  the  like  privilege  of 
renewal  to  the  widow,  child,  or  children,  of  author  or  au- 
thors, designer,  inventor,  or  engraver,  as  is  provided  in 
relation  to  copy  rights  originally  secured  under  this  aet : 
iVoejArf,  that  this  act  sh^  not  extend  to  any  copy^^t 
heretofbre  secured,  the  term  of  wWeh  hw  already  «- 
pired. 

Approved,  FebraaiyS,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  the  act  for  taking  the  Fifth  Census. 

Be  it  enadedy  &e.  That  it  sliall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
such  of  the  aasiatants  to  the  Muihala  in  the  respective 
States  and  Territoriea,  who  have  net,  before  the  passage 
of  this  act,  nude  their  respective  returns  to  such  Mar- 
shals, under  the  act  hereby  amended,  to  complete  their 
enumerations  and  make  their  returns  under  the  said  act, 
at  any  time  before  the  first  day  of  June,  and  fbr  the 
Marshals  of  sued  States  and  1'erritories  to  make  their 
returns  to  the  Secretary  of  State  at  any  time  before  the 
first  day  of  AugustionetnoiHandei^t  hundred  andUiirty* 
one :  Provided^  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
deemed  to  release  sueh  Harshals  and  as8i8'.anta  from  the 
penalties  contained  in  the  act  aforesaid,  unless  their  re- 
turns shall  be  made  within  the  time  prescribed  in  this  act: 
And  Providedfurtherp  That  no  persons  be  included  in  the 
retama  made  under  the  present  act,  unless  such  persons 
shall  have  been  inhabitants  of  the  Districts  for  which 
such  returns  shall  be  made,  on  the  first  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  copies  of 
returns  and  aggregate  amounts  directed  to  be  filed  by 
the  Harshals  with  the  clerks  oftlie  several  District  courts, 
and  Supreme  Courts  of  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  preserved  by  aud  clerics,  and  remain  in 
theu  offices  respectively  i  and  so  much  of  the  Act  to 
which  this  is  an  amendment,,  as  requires  that  they  shall 
be  transmitted  by  said  clerks  to  the  Department  of  State, 
is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  l^at  it  shall  he  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  note  all  the  clerical 
errors  in  the  returns  of  the  Harshals  and  Assistants,  whe- 
ther in  the  addition^  elaarifieat'iMi  of  inhabitants,  ur 
otherwise,  and  cauae  said  notes  to  he  printed  with  the 
aggregate  returns  of  the  Harriiala,  fbr  the  use  of  Con- 
gresa. 

Approved,  February  3, 1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  ilatthias  Roll  and  William 
Jackson. 

Se  it  enaded,  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  cause  to 
be  Issued  to  Matthias  Roll,  a  private  in  the  New  Jersey 
line,  in  the  Itevolutionary  War,  a  duplicate  of  military 
bounty  land  warrant,  number  one  thousand  one  liundred 
and  bixty-four,  for  one  hundred  acres  ef  land,  which  is- 
sued to  Matthew,  alias  Matthias  Roll,  the  twenty-third 
day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-six, and  which  baa  been  lost  And  the  said  Matthias 
Holl  shall  have  tlie  jaid  duplicate  located  and  proceeded 
upon,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  were  an  onginat  war- 
rant I  and  the  said  original  variant  b  hereby  declared 
null  and  void. 
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Lawi  of  the  tMited  Stala. 


S«c  3.  .Awi  6e  it  fwiher  enadedt  T1>«t  iheBecretary 
ofWtr  «ufe  to  be  ifcsued  to  Williwn  Jnckaon,  »  private 
m  the  ViwinMilme '» tl>«  Revolutionary  War,  b  dapli«at« 
or  iBil'rtiry  faouMy  bnd  warrant,  namber  one  thousand 
and  tMrty  dx,  fgr  one  hundred  acres  of  1«ik!,  which  iswed 
te  wid  Willkm  Jackson  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  April, 
eirhteen  hundred  and  twenty-two,  and  which  has  been 
loStt  and  that  laid  William  JackBun  sliall  liave  all^e 
rieht  ooder  said  duplicate  that  he  cookl  or  might  have 
wCntx  the  orieinal  warrant  i  and  the  said  original  warrant 
k  hereby  declared  nitU  and  void. 

Approwd :  February  3/1831. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  Act  to  quiet 
the  title!  o(  certain  purchasers  of  lands  between  the 
lines  of  Ludlow  and  Roberts,  in  tlie  State  of  Ohio," 
approved  the  twenty-sixth  of  Maj-,  in  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty- 

Bt  ii  enueiedy  tc.  That  in  addition  to  the  sum  appro- 
priated by  the  aot,  entitled  "An  act  to  quiet  the  titles 

certain  purchasers  of  laiwls  between  the  lines  of  Lud- 
low and  Roberts,  In  the  Stale  of  Ohio,"  aoproved  the 
twenty-sixth  of  May,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
thir^,  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,authorizedtopay,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury not  otherwiae  appropriated,  to  Philip  Doddridge, 
the  cluimutf  «*  tb*  Vii|pnia  military  survey,  numbered 
six  thousand  nine  iHindred  and  twenty  eight,  for  seven 
hundred  acres,  being  one  of  the  Virginia  military  wirveys, 
in  the  B«d  act  mentioned,  lying  between  the  lines  of 
Ludluw  and  Roberts,  in  tlie  Slate  of  Ohio,  the  sum  of 
one  thouiaml  seven  hundred  and  wxiy-fivc  dollars  and 
nxty-cieht  cents,  with  interest  at  the  rale  of  six  per  cen- 
tum per  annum,  from  the  fifth  day  of  Matdi  eigliieen 
and  twenty  five,  until  pwd)  the  said  PhiUp  having  alrea< 
dy  conveyeil  to  the  United  States  the  title  to  the  said 
■even  hundred  acrts  ot  hind,  in  the  manner  directed  by 
the  Preudent  of  the  United  Sutes,  pursuant  to  the  pro- 
Tinonsofthe  set  of  Congress  before  recited.  This  act 
fhall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  tlie  paaaing  thereof. 

Appn)Teil :  Febniaiy  13.  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  repeal  the  oha^B  impoaid  on  puqwrta 
and  deaiancoa. 

St  it  enadtd,  Slc.  That,  so  much  of  the  act  of  the  Brst 
of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six,  en- 
titled ''An  act  providing passportB  for  the  sliips  and  ves- 
sels of  the  United  Stales,"  as  imposes  a  charge  of  ten 
dollars  for  passports,  and  of  four  dollars  for  a  clearance, 
to  any  ship  or  vessel  bound  en  a  voyage  to  any  foreign 
country,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  to  take 
effect  fi^jm  and  after  the  tliirty-firat  day  of  mrch  of  the 
present  year. 

Approved  :  February  12,  1831. 

AN  ACT  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  a 
patent  to  John  Powell. 
Bt  it  enadedt  &c  That  the  Secretary  of  SUte  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  aulhoiized  and  required  to  issue  let- 
ters patent,  in  the  usual  form,  to  John  Powell,  for  his 
invention  of  a  macliine  "  for  the  puipose  of  separating  the 
metal  from  gold  ore,  and  tlie  auriferous  earth  of  alluvial 
depontes,"  upon  his  compliance  with  all  the  provisions 
of  the  existing  laws,  except  so  firas-tlicy  rcguire,  on  the 

Sart  of  aliens,  a  rt  sidence  of  two  years  in  the  United 
tales. 

Approved :  February  12, 1831. 

AN  ACT  aulhoriung  the  sale  ol  a  Iract  of  land  therein 
nkmed, 

Bt  ii  enacted,  h.c.  That  it  sliall  be  the  duly  ofthe  Pre: 
sident  of  the  United  States  lo  oH'er  at  public  sale,  its 


soon  as  may  be,  ihe  aoullr-west,  iiorth-west,  and  nsilk* 
east  quarters  of  section  number  twenty-five,  of  town^p 
number  six,  in  range  number^  one  west,  in  the  Cincin- 
nati I>ifltrict,  under  the  same  ruka  and  regulationt  that 
govern  tfie  aate  of  other  pubUc  lanib'  of  the  Uailed 
States. 

Approved,  FebmaiT  13,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  the  act  granting  «'  certain  reHnquiiJi- 
ed  and  unappropriated  lands  to  the  Stale  of  Abbanu, 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  nav^tion  of  the 
Tennesjee,  Coosa,Cahawba,  and  Blacfcwarrior  rivers" 
approved  the  twenty-lhird  dw  of  May,  one  thooswd 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight. 
Bt  ii  taaeltd.  fco.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  laMil  Ttr  Uie 
State  of  AUMuna,  by  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissionen 
appointed  by  her  for  that  puppose,to  contract  brand  coa- 
struct  tliat  part  of  the  canal  round  the  Mtucte  sboa  ls,  be- 
ginning at  Campbell's  ferry,  and  mniuog  op  the  tiver  to 
LamVs  ferry,  before  they  contract  for,  ot  conpbfte 
part  of  the  said  contemplated  canal  between  Campbell  s 
ferry  and  Florencej  any  thiny  in  the  act  to  which  this  a 
an  amendment  to  ilie  conttaty  nDtwithatandiic. 

Sac.  2.  Jnd  be  ii  further  enaeied^  Tliat  it  ahatt  be  0.e 
duty  of  the  Engineers  of  the  United  States  who  liave 
this  matter  in  charg^  to  furnish  lo  said  Board  of  Cwn- 
miasi .  lers,  as  sooii  as  practicable,  a  plan  of  that  section 
of  Ihe  Canal  idiove  contemplated  first  to  beexeaitcd, 
connecting  it  with  the  river  at  or  near  to  Campbell's  fer- 
ry, ami  at  the  moat  eligible  point  at,  or  immediate!}  be- 
low Lamb's  ferry,  on  the  cheapest  practkablet^  in 
conformity  witli  said  original  act,  to  be  approved  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  TfM  the  lectKMi  o* 
said  Canal  above  Lamb's  ferry,  shall,  by  said  Engineen, 
be  so  pbnned  as  to  connect  it  with  the  deep  water  m 
the  river  at  or  above  Lamb's  fimy,  and  the  acctioa  be- 
low  Campbell's  fcny,  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  co>wc^ 
ed  with  the  deep  water  at  or  belov  said  Uat  vrnmanei 
ferry. 

Approredi  Febmuy  13,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  attthorize  the  transportation  of  menfaandhae 
by  land  or  by  water  with  the  benefit  of  dcbentare. 

Be  it  enacted,  tas.  That^  fVom  and  after  the  j\  migr  tt 
this  act,  all  goods,  wsres,  or  merdiandise  impotied  intt 
the  United  States,  the  duties  on  wiiich  have  beea  pa»4 
or  secured  to  be  paid,  may  be  transported  by  bad.  « 
partly  by  land  and  partly  by  watery  from  the  district  isto 
vhicli  they  wew  importeA  to  two  other  diatricti^  and  ex- 
ported from  either  of  them  «th  the  bencAtof  dnwhaek: 
Provided,  Tlwt  all  regubtkma  and  fimnalitiea  now  in 
force  xehlting  to  the  nmnsportation  of  goodi^  vaies,  ir 
merehandiae,  by  land  or  by  water,  fma  the  diMiiei  imo 
which  they  were  impoited  to  another  district,  far  ibe 
ben^t  of  farawback,  and  such  other  reguUtiona  aa  are 
pr  -bcribed  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  act  to  whicb  ia 
an^  ddition,  for  the  further  transportation  •rf'sa(h(aaA^ 
wares,  or  merchandise,  to  tither  districts^  shall  b* 
plied  with  :  Jnd  prtpided  atto.  That  all  the  regubtina 
and  formalities  now  in  fi«e,  reapeetii^  tl|«  exportxM 
of  goods,  wares,  and  merdiandise,  fbr  the  benefit  of  draw- 
back, shall  be  complied  with,  so  lar  as  may  be  ccswteaL 
with  the  other  provisions  of  the  act  to  whi<^  Uns  is  m 
addition  i  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be,  sai 
■he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  prescribe  the  form  <X  th« 
certificate  to  be  tisad,  and  the  oatba  tt  be  takei^  on  ibe 
transporUtioQ  of  sueh  goods,  wareiw  or  mer^aa^ 
from  the  second  <fistrict  into  whii^  thcymay  bdobnupt 
to  the  third  district. 
Approved  :■  February  13,  1831. 
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kN  ACT  f6r  the  relief  of  Williui  Sautb,ftdniinittMtor  of 
John  Taylof,  deceased. 
Beiimaded,  8tc.  That  the  Kepater  the  Land  Of 
ice  «t  Cabawba  be»  and  he  ia  hereby  a«thonzed  and  tli- 
ected  to  cancel  the  relinquiahtnent  made  by  the  aaid 
kViUtam  Smith,  aa  administrator  of  John  Taylor,  deccaa- 
sd,  on  the  thirty-firat  day  of  Hatch,  one  thousand  eight 
lundied  and  twenty  five,  of  the  west  half  of  the  aouth- 
west  quarter  of  laiMi,.of  aeotion  fifteen,  in  tovmbip  ten, 
3f  range  fouMeen,  in  Butler  ceun^.  in  tbeState  of  AU- 
tama,  and  whieli  atill  remains  unsold  by  the  United 
Statea;  and  tliat  he  be  autboriaed  and  directed  to  deUver 
iver  the  certificate  therefor  to  the  said  William  t  aod  the 


superintead  the  aales  of  pobUc  landa  wHhm  said  lUttric^ 
who  shall  give  security  In  the  same  manner,  in  the  aanw 
■uma,  and  whose  compensation,  emcdumenta,  dtitiea,  and 
authorities,  shall,  in  every  respect,  be  the  same,  in  rela- 
tion  to  the  Ixiids  which  ahall  be  disposed  of  at  their  of- 
ficc,  as  are  or  may  be  by  kw  provided,  in  relation  to  the 
Kfgisters  and  Receivers  of  Public  Moneys  in  the  several 
offices  established  for  the  sale  of  public  lands. 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  be  it  furthtr  enaeied.  That  all  the  public 
lands  Ijring  east  of  the  Meridian  line  in  the  Territnx 
aforesaid,  which  are  hot  now  embraced  in  the  district  of 
Detroit,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  attached  thereto  ;  and 
it  sliall  be  the  duty  uf  the  Register  aAd  Receiver  of  the 


laid  William  Smith  is  autborized  and  empowered  to  dis- 1  Laud  Office  in  said  district  to  deposit  in  the  I«nd  Office 
;>ose  of  the  same  by  assignoienl  or  otherwise,  in  as  full      Detroit  all  the  reccwds,  bo<Aa  and  papera,  surveys. 


knd  unpte  manner,  to  all  inteDts  aod  purpose^  which 
ie  migiit  or  could  have  done  before  toe  relinquishment 
titereirii  and  that  all  the  benefilaand  privileges  given  by 
this  act  to  the  said  WHfiam  Smith  shall  be  given  and  ex- 
tended to  hisassignee  cr  aaaigaeeat  and  that  the  said  Wil> 
liam  Smith,  or  hia  assignee  or  awsgneeB,  be  allo|ved  to 
Itold  the  same,  free  from  forfeiture  fbr  twelve  months 
from  the  passage  of  this  bw:  Provided,  nuertkamtthiX 
:lie  sMd  William  8R>itb  shall,  b^re  be  be  entitled  lo 
tlie  benefit  of  Uiis  act,  pay  over  to  the  receiver  of  public 
moneys  at  CahlKiiba,  the  sum  of  ninety-nine  dollars  and 
iiiQeiy-eigbt  aod  a  c^usrter  cents,  "that  being  the  full 
imouitt  of  money  which  had  been  paid  tliercon  previous 
o  the  reltnquiahment,  and  whi<^  ha*  been  tranafen-ed 
ind  credited  on  other  Itnds  purchased  by  bis  intestate  in 
!iis  liff!time. 
Approved!  February  13, 1831. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  hereafter  for  the  payment  of  six 
thousand  dollun  annually  to  the  Seneca  Indians,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Bt  H  maeted,  be.  That  the  proceeda  of  the  sum  of  one 
tiuiidred  thousand  dollara,  beinf;  the  amount  placed  in  the 
Hands  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  in  trust,  for 
-he  Seneca  tribe  of  Indians,  situated  in  the  State  of  New 
Vork,  be  hereafter  pataed  to  the  credit  of  the  Indian  ap- 
-iropriatiun  fund  :  and  that  the  Secretary  uf  War  be  au- 
Iwrized  to  receive  and  pay  over  to  llie  Seoeca  tribe  of 
I_n<lians,  (he  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars,  annually,  in  the 
Aray  and  manner,  as  heretofore  pnictised,  to  be  pai<l  out 
»T way  roonw  in  tlie  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Bee.  2.  And  be  it  further  aueted.  That  the  Secretary 
A'  War  he  authorized  to  receive  and  pay  over  to  the  Be- 
teca  tribe  of  Indians,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  nx  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  dollara  and  forty  cents,  out  of  any  mo- 
ley  in  tlie  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  on  ac- 
sount  of  the  deficiency^  by  that  amount,  . in  the  sum  paid 
7vcr  to  said  Indians  the  last  year.  * 

Approved,  February  19,  1831. 

\N  ACT  to  esUblisfa  a  Land  Office  in  the  Territory  of 
Uichigun,  ajid  fbr  other  purposes. 
Be  it  enaetd,  &c.  That  all  the  public  lands  to  which 
:he  Indian  title  lus  been  extinguisliefl.  lying  west  of  the 
iic-ridiaii  line,  in  the  Territory  uf  ftljohigaii,  shall  consti- 
iitr  R  new  land  district ;  and,  fbr  the  sale  uf  the  public 
nndit  witliin  the  said  district,  there  sJialt  be  n  Land  Of- 
icc  established  at  such  place  within  the  district,  a^  the 
t'rcsidcnt  of  the  United  Stales  may  designate,  who  is 
icreby  authorixed  to  change  the  location  of  such  office, 
vhenever,  in  his  opinion,  thi.'  public  interest  may  require 
L 

Sec.  3.  Jlnd  be  ii/urther  madedj  That  the  Land  Office 
low  eatablished  at  Monroe,  shall  be  removed  to  the 
lilace  (If  iiif^natcd  for  the  locMion  of  this  office,  and  the 
itvgister  and  Ueceirer  of  the  Monroe  Land  Office,  shall 


&C.  which  pertain  to  said  Land  Office  at  Monroe,  which 
shall  bo  kept  by  the  Register  nnd  HeeelTer  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Detroit,  as  a  part  of  the  recorda  of  aaid  office. 

Sec.  4.  ^d  be  it  further  enaetedt  That  all  such  f>ublic 
lands  as  rfiall  have  been  offered  for  sale  to  the  lugliest 
bidder  at  Honroe  -or  Uettoit,  pursuant  to  any  precwna. 
tion  of  the  Prewlent  of  the  Unitsd  States,  and  wliicb 
are  embraced  mjthin  tlie  ftioviuoM  of  this  act,  and  which 
lands  remain  unsold  at  the  taking  effect  of  this  act,  sludl 
be  subject  to  be  entered  and  sold  at  private  sale,  by  the 
Roisters  of  the  Land  Offices  to  which  they  are  hereby 
attached )  and  all  provinons  of  law  applicable  to  the 
public  lands,  to  which  tais  act  applin,  thill  Qontiaue  in 
full  force  and  effect 

Sec.  5.  Jnd  be  further  enaeiedt  Th^l  somachoftbe 
State  of  linnoia  as  lies  between  the  Illinois  and  Hiasissip  • 
pi  rivers,  bounded  on  the  touth  by  the  base  line,  on  the 
north  by  tlie  northern  boundary  of  tliat  State,  and  on 
the  extreme  east  by  the.  third  principal  Meridian,  be 
foimeil  into  a  separate  land  district,  the  dffices  for  which 
to  be  locatrd.where  it  will  best  accommodate  purchaserB 
and  others,  by  the  Prendent;  and  a  Register  and  Re- 
ef ivcr  shall  be  appmnted  at  such  time  as  (he  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  deem  proper:  , 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enadvl.  That  another  div 
trict  be  also  formed  in  that  Stale,  on  the  north  of  the 
dividing  line  between  townsliips  sixteen  and  seventeen 
north  of  tlie  base  line,  and  east  of  the  third  principal 
Meridian,  including  all  that  part  of  the  State  to  its 
northern  boundary',  the  -offices  for  which  to  be  located 
by  the  Frcsideiit,  where  the  public  interest  and  the  con- 
venience of  purchasers  may  retjuire  ;  and  a  Register  and 
Receiver  shsll  be  appointed  at  such  time  as  the  Presi- 
dent uf  the  United  Stater  shall  deem  proper. 

Sec  7.  Jbidbe  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Registers 
and  Kcceivers  shall  reside,  respectively,  at  the  places 
where  the  Land  Offices  are  located,  Kive  security  in  the 
same  manner  in  the  same  sums,  and  whose  compensn. 
tion,  emoluments,  and  duties,  and  authority,  in  every  re- 
spect, be  the  same,  in  relation  to  the  lands  which  shatf 
be  disposed  of  at  their  offices,  as  may  be  by  law  provided 
in  reUtion  to  the  Registers  aod  Receivers  of  public  mo- 
neys in  the  ficvcRil  olliccs  established  fur  the  disposal  of 
tlie  laiids  uf  the  United  States  norlh-west  the  river 
Ohio. 

Sac.  8.  ,^ndbeit  further  enaeted,  lliat  the  said  landa 

shall  be  disposed  of  In  the  same  manner,  and  on  the  same 
terms  and  conditions,  asareormay  be  provided  by  law 
for  the  sale  of  other  lands  i^f  the  United  States  :  Prom- 
Jed,  that  no  tracts  of  lantl  excepted  from  sales  by  virtue 
of  any  former  acts,  sliatl  be  sohl  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

Sac.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  1'hat  all  the  lands 
to  which  the  Indian  title  is  extinguislied,  lying  in  that 
part  (if  the  Stale  or  Indiana  which  is  east  of  the  Lake 
Michigan,  bordering  upon  the  northern  line  of  said  State, 
and  nut  iittaclied  lo  any  lapid  district,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  are  herebv,  attached  tu  the  Kurt  Wayne  Diltriet. 
.   Approved,  February  19,  1S31. 
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Lawi  of  tU  DhUed  Staia. 


AN  ACT  tc^eeOiff  Ihe  joKidictioQ  of  oettiin  DiMiict 
Courts. 

Be  U  enaded,  fcc*  That  the  .District  Courts  of  the 
United  States  for  the  northern  Cistrict  of  New  York,  the 
western  District  of  Pennsylvsnis,  the  District  of  Indisni, 
the  District  of  Illinois,  the  District  of  lUiaouri.  the  Dis- 
trict of  Misnssippi.  the  western  District  of  Louimiia, 
tlte  eastern  District  of  Louinana,  the  nwthem  Dulrict  ot 
Abbama,  and  the  southern  District  of  Alabama,  in  addi. 
tion  to  the  otdinaij-  jurisdiction  and  powers  of  a  District 
Court  shall  within  the  limits  of  their  respective  Districts, 
have  jurisdiction  of  all  causes,  except  appeals  and  writs 
of  error,  which  now  are,«  hereafter  may  by  law  be  made, 
cognizable  in  a  Circuit  Court,  and  shall  proceed  therein 
in  the  wnte  manner  as  a  Circuit  Court. 

Approved.  February  19, 1831. 

AN  ACT  fw  tbe  teUef  of  Wdliam  Buftu,  ofl^snppi- 

Be  it  tnadedi  &c.  That  William  Bunis  be  allowed  to 
rermqnMi  to  the  United  Sutes  tlie  sast  half  of  the  quar- 
ter of  section  twenty-one,  township  three,  range  8iz,east, 
containing  eighty  acres  entered  by  mistake,  and  to  locate 
in  fieu  tlierem,  another  half  quarter  section  of  land  on 
any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  in  the  State 
of  Misussippi,  which  hasbeen  offered  at  public  sUeand 
it  now  subject  to  entry  at  pri\-ale  sale. 

Approved,  February  19,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  alter  and  amend  **  An  act  to  set  apart  and 
dispose  of  certain  public  lands  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive. 

Be  U  enaded,  &c-  Tiiat  all  persons  entitled  tu  lands, 
under  a  contract  entered  into  on  the  eighth  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  Charles 
Villar,  agent  of  the  rombecbce  Association,  in  pursuance 
of  "  An  act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  public 
lands  for  tbe  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  the  vine 
and  olive"  approved  on  the  third  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventeen,  their  heirs,  devisees  or  assigns, 
who  appear  by  the  report  of  William  h.  Adams,  Bpecial 
agent  of  the  treasury,  appointed  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  passed  the  twentieth  of  May, 
ttiglitecn  hundred  and  twenty-six,  to  have  complied  witli 
the  lioiiditions  of  settlement  and  cultivation,  as  stipula. 
tpdfbr  in  said  contract  or  who  sliall  hereafter  made  it  ap. 
pear  to,,  the  satisfaction  (rf  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
that  they  have  so  complied,  shall  on  paying  into  tlie 
Treasury  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  the  acre  pre- 
vious tu  the  tliinl  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  receive  a  patent  for  the  same. 

Sec  2.  Jnd  be  it  further  tmuUdt  That  all  persons  who 
became  entitled  to  an  allotment  of  land  under  said  con- 
tract, their  beirsdevisecs,  or  assigns,  who  have  failed  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  of  settlement  and  cultivation 
withm  the  period  required  thereby,  who  at  the  time 
of  the  pasB^«  of  this  act  shall  be  in  the  actual  occupan- 
cy and  cultivation  of  the  same,  sliall,  on  paving  into  (he 
Treasury  one  dollar  and  twenty  five  cents  the  acre,  pre- 
vious to  the  third  of  Harch,eigbteen  hundred  and  thuty< 
three,  receive  a  patent  for  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  Mnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  widow  and 
cluldren  of  any  per«in  who  became  entitled  to  an  allot, 
ment  of  land  under  said  contract,  and  died  without  per- 
forming the  conditions  reqitired,  shall,  on  paying  mio 
the  Treawry,  one  dollu-  and  twentjr.five  cents  per  acre, 
previous  to  tlte  third  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
Shirty-tlirec,  receive  a  patent  for  the  same. 

Approvedi  February  19,  1831. 


AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  completioind 
support  of  tbe  Penitentiary  la  tbe  District  of  CtJum- 
bia,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  fcc.  That,  in  addittcm  to  the  unexpend. 
ed  balance  of  tlie  appropriation  of  eighteen  hmtdred  aid 
twenty-nine,  now  subject  to  the' order  of  the  Immeetor^ 
ttare  shall  be,  and  hereby  'im,  appropriated  toe  me  «ip- 
port  of  tbe  s^  penitentiary,  tat  the  pay  of  its  officer^ 
the  erection  of  additional  buildings  and  improrements ; 
for  a  wharf  and  ica  wsJI ;  the  purchase  of  materials,  took 
and  implements  of  trade  i  the  purchase  of  ^additional 
ground  for  tbe  instituticm ;  the  draining  of  the  manh 
east  of  the  penitentiaiy.  and  other  contitwent  expense^ 
the  sum  of  thifQr^BX  UMuaand  three  hnndred  aitd  mtg 
dollws,  to  he  paid  out  of  any  money  in  th«  TyenmyMt 
otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  be  expended  under  tbe 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Inspecton  .  Prmded,  TbaX  no 
more  than  two  thousand  dollar<  sliall  be  drawn  from  tbe 
Treasury  at  any  one  time  ;  and  that  no  aubseqiiefit  draft 
sliall  be  made,  until  the  amount  previously  mwn  ibaU 
be  duly  accounted  for  by  proper  Ttwcbm*  T^^bi\y 
numbered,  and  an  abstract  of  which  dtall  accompsny 
tiie  same. 

Sec  2.  Aid  be  it  fmiJusr  etmekd.  That  a  OHLjority  of 
the  inspectors  shall  certify  upon  said  abstract,  thai  tbe 
amount  of  moneys,  as  slated  therein,  hVve  been  acladB}r 
and  necessarily  expended  ,  and  farther,  the  aSdavilaof 
the  warden  arid  clerk,  l^en  before  a  judge  or  jostice  «f 
the  peace,  shall  be  eiMkmed  on  said  Mistiact,  Atiqg 
that  the  moneys  mentioned  -therein,  and  routers  ac- 
companying the  aame,  have  been  actually  paid  to  the 
persons,  and  for  the  purposes  stated  in  said  abstracts 
and  vouehera. 

Sec.  3.  <&nd  he  it  further  enaeied.  That  the  warden  of 
the  sud  penitentiary  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Preu- 
dent,  by  and  with  tbe  advice  and  consent  of  tbe  Seaate ; 
and  said  warden  riuU  appmnt,  and  may  remove,  at  iea 
pleasure,  all  its  subordinate  officers^  excepting  tiie  dot, 
who  shafl  b&  appointed  and  removed  by  the  iai^>ea«% 
or  a  majority  of  tiiem. 

Sec.  4.  Jnd  be  it  fwrther  maeted.  That  the  nunbei  of 
inspectors  shall  hereafter  be  reduc^  to  three,  a  majority 
of  whom  sliall  constitute  a  board  for  the  transactwe  ii 
business,  and  shall  receive  an  annual  saUry,  payable  qsir- 
ter-yeariy,  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  deUars  caeh. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  farther  enaeted,  TlM^  from  and  afts 
the  passage  of  tliis  act,  the  salary  of  th6  warden  of  tbe 
said  penitentiary  shall  belifleen  imndred  doflnn  pera»- 
num. 

Approved  :  February  25,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  appmiilment  of  a  aitba£eat 
to  the  Winnebago  Indiaiw,  on  Rock  river- 
Be     enacted,  fcc.  That  an  additional  nb-egeot  be  al- 
lowed to  the  Winnebago  tribe  of  Indtan^  to  reside  on 
(he  waters  of  Rock  river  t  and  that  the  uid  Mat  AmU 
be  appointed  as  like  officers  are  apptrinted,  UH  receive 
the  same  amoont  of  compensation. 
Approved  :  Februafy  35, 1831. 

AN  ACT  to  autliorize  the  Secretary  of  the  NnV^ 
make  compensation  to  the  heirs  of  Tajipfi  iiii  tivug- 
ston  and  Francis  W.  Armstrong,  for  tbe  nauatcnaaEC 
of  fifteen  Africans  tUegally  imported  into  the  UmIbI 
States. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  Secretary  oT  tbe  Kavy  be 
authorized  to  pay,  out  uf  the  sum  appropriated  fur  tlu 
Buppresdon  or  the  slave  trade,  the  claim  of  tbe  hebs  of 
Taliaferro  Livingston,  late  Uarslwl  of  the  Diuted  St^ 
for  the  district  of  AUbamBa/or  the-  muotemnce  of  nf- 
le^n  Afticans,  illegally  imported  into  the  United  Statei 


Digitized  by 


Google 


17 


APPENDIX— To  Gales  1$  Sealon'g  Ee^sler. 


Law  of  tie  UhOed  Staim. 


l31atCo».  3d  SxBfl. 


n  Ute  ichopners  I^'raa  and  Mmrinf)^  in  oiie  thousuid 
:ielit  hundred  aiiil  eighteen  :  Ptwtded,  That  satisfiictory 
evidence  oF  Uic  reiuioiwblenesa  uT  the  chvrgvs  for  nid 
nainteiianct;  shall  be  fumiuhed,  and  that  ihe  sums  re- 
:eLved  by  the  said  LivuigMon  for  the  hire  of  said  Afri- 
:ans,  ami  for  tite  tabor  performed  for  hin^  by  them,  if 
iny,  be  aceountetlfuraiid  deducted. 

Sec  2.  Aid  be  it  further  e/tacted,  Tliat  the  ume  al- 
owaiice  shall  be  Diade  to  Francis  W.  ArilMtrong-,  Klarahal 
>f  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Atabama,  tor  the 
ime  that  the  uloresaid  fifteen  Africans  were  kept  by 
lim,  subject,  in  the  seltlement,  to  the  same  restrictions 
iroTidfid  fur  in  the  6nt  sectioik  of  this  act. 

Approved :  February  35, 1831 

k.N  ACT  luppIem»itAl  to  an  act,  passed  on  tbe  tliirty- 
first  March,  tine  tiiouaand  eif  ht  tiundred  and  thirty,  en- 
titled "  An  act.  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public 
lands,  and  fur  tlie  suppression  of  fraudulent  practices 
at  the  public  sales  of  lands  ufthe  United  States."  ' 
He  it enaeled,  Sui.  That  all  purcliasers,  their  heirs  or 
assignees,  of  such  of  tbe  public  lands  as  were  sold  on  a 
:reuit  for  a  less  price  than  fourteen  dollars  per  acre,  aitd 
on  which  a  further  credit  has  b^en  taken  under  any  of 
the  laws  pssseil  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public 
lands,  and  which   lands   have  reverted  to  tlie  United 
Slates  on  account  of  the  balance  due  tliereon  not  having 
been  paid  or  discharged,  agreeably  to  said  relief  laws, 
iiiall  be  entitled  to  patents,  without  furtlier  [layment,  in 
M  instances  where  one  dollur  and  twenty-five  cents,  or  a 
^eater  sum,  per  acre,  shall  have  been  pai<l;  or  where 
payment  to  that  amount  tit  jM  nut  have  been  lieretofore 
{i»de,  such  purchasers,  their  heirs  or  assignees,  shall 
have  the  right  uf  pn:<emption  until  the  fourth  day  of  Ju- 
ly, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  by  paying 
into  the  proper  land  of^ce  such,  sum,  in  addition  to  the 
amount  heretofore  i*aid,  as  will,  together,  amount  to  the 
minimum  price  of  the  kiids  of  the  United  States  at  tlie 
Lime  of  such  payment. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  tnaaed.  That  all  such  occu- 
pants of  relinquished  land  as  are  contemplated  and  de- 
ici-ibcd  in  the  second  section  of  tlie  above  recited  act,  to 
jvhich  this  \»  a  supplement,  as  are  in  possession  of  land 
bVbich  wa«  sold  on  credit,  for  a  less  sum  than  fourteen 
lollari  per  acre,  shall  have  the  right  of  pre-emption  of  the 
iame  Linds,  accordhig  to  the  legal  subdivisions  of  sec- 
.iona,  not  exceeding  the  quaiuity  of  two  quarter  sections 
n  contigtioiis  tracta  or  contiguous  to  other  lands  held  by 
luch  occupants  respectively,  until  the  fourth  day  of  July, 
>ne  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  upon  their 
>aying  into  a  proper  ofHcc,(ur  all  land  originally  sold  fora 
)rice  not  exceeding  five  dollars  per  acre,  one  dollar  and 
.wenty-five  cents  pel-  acre;  and  fur  all  lands  which  origi- 
lally  sold  for  more  than  five  doUarst  and  not  exceeding 
burteen  dollars  per  acre,  the  aiMiunt  of  the  first  instaf- 
nent  heretofore  piud;  such  occupants  Jirst  proving  'their 
HWseSsion,  respectively  in  conformity  to  the  pruviaions  of 
he  SJtid  act,  to  which  thii  is  a  supplement,  in  the  manner 
vbich  bai  been  prescribed  by  the  Commissioner  of  tlie 
:ieueral  Land  Office,  putsuaiit  to  tbe  provisions  thereof : 
Provided,  hoteewer,  Th»t  in  all  cases  where  proof  of  posses- 
(ion  has  been  already  made  under  said  recited  act,  proof 
ihall  not  again  be  required,  unless  the  applicant  diouse  to 
ake  other  land  than  that  to  which  sucti  proof  applies. 

Sec.  3,  ^nd  be  it  farther  enacted  That  the  provisions 
>f  this  act  shall  extend  to  all  lo.A'n  property  of  which  the 
jovernment  has  been  proprietors,  and  not  subsequently 
old,  when  full  paymuut  has  not  been  made  t  Prooidedt 
The  origtiuil  purcbasersp  or  Uifur  aiugnees^  pay  into  the 
)roper  land  office,  on  or  before  the  fourth  of  July,  one 
houMuid  eight  hundrt:d  and  thirly-two^  one  half  of  tbe 
^iginal  purchase  money,  witliout  inlerest. 
Approved  :  February  35,  1831. 

Vol.  VII— a 


AN  ACT  to  incorporate  Saint  Vuioent'i  Orphan  Asylum* 
in  tne  District  of  Ctdombla. 

Be  il  matted,  8ce.  That  Villiani  Matthews,  Matthew 
Deagle,  Peter  9.  Shreiber,  Thomas  Carbery,  and  William 
Hickey,  and  their  successors  in  ofBee,  are  hereby  made, 
declared,  and  constituted  a  corporation  and  body  politic, 
in  law  and  in  fact,  to  have  continuance  forever,  under 
the  nam«.,  style,  and  title  mS  Saint  Vtncent's  Orphan 
Aaylum. 

Sec  .3.  And  be  U  furtho'  enaOed,  Tint  ill  and  singu- 
lar the  lands,  tenements,  rents,  legacies,  annuities,  rights, 
privileges,  goods,  and  chattels,  that  may  hereafter  hi 
given,  granted,  sold,  devised,  or  bequeathed  to  Saint 
Vincent's  Orphan  Asylum,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  vest- 
ed in,  and  confirmed  to,  the  SMd  corporation  ;  and  that 
they  may  purchase,  take,  receive,  ana  enjoy  any  1and% 
tenements,  rents,  annuUiest  rif^ts,  or  privileges,  or  any 
goods,  chattels,  or  other  efTecta,  of  what  kind  or  nature 
soever,  which  shall,  or  may  hereafter  be  given,  granted, 
sold,  bequeathed,  or  devised  unto  them,  or  either  of  them, 
as  I'ruslees  of  the  said  Asylum,  by  any  person  or  penions, 
bodies  politic  or  corporate,  capable  of  making  such  gr.iiit, 
and  to  dispose  of  the  same  :  Provided,  I1ie  clear  annual 
income  of  property  to  be  acquired  by  said  corporation 
shall,  at  no  time,  exceed  the  sum  of  live  tliwisand  dollan. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  emitted.  That  tbe  said  corpo- 
ralicm,  by  the  name  and  style  aforesaid,  be,  and  shall  be 
hereafter,  capable,  in  law  an<I  ec^uity,  to  sue  and  be  sued, 
to  plead  and  be  implewded,  within  tbe  District  of  Colum- 
bia and  elsewhere,  in  as  effectual  a  manner  as  other  per- 
sons or  corpur&tions  can  sue  or  be  sued «  and  that  they 
shall  adopt  and  use  a  common  seal,  oud  tlie  same  to  use, 
alter,  or  exchange  at  pleasure  }  that  they  may  appoint 
such  ofHcers'as  they  mil  deem  necessary  and  proper,  to 
assign  them  their  duties,  and  r^ulate  their  compensatioii, 
and  to  remove  any  or  all  of  tliem,  and  appoint  others,  as 
often  as  they  sliiul  think  fit ;  and  the  said  corporation 
shall  make  such  laws  as  may  be  useful  for  the  government 
uid  support^  and  for  the  general  Kcomplishnent  of  the 
objects  uT  the  said  Asylum,  as  hereimfter  mentioned,  and 
not  inconnstent  with  the  la«-s  of  the  United  Sutes,  or  the 
laws  in  farce  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  time 
being,  and  the  same  to  alter,  amendj  orabn^^te  at  plea- 
sure. 

Sec.  4.  Andbeii  further  matted.  That  there  shall  be 
a  meeting  of  the  regular  annual  contributors  to  the  sup- 
port of  Sunt  Vincent's  Orphan  ."Vsylum,  in  the  month  of 
June,  in  each  year,  ihe  hour,  and  day,  and  manner  of 
giving  notice  fur  which,  to  be  regulated  by  the  bylaws  t 
at  which  meeting,  by  those  who  from  the  by  laws  may 
be  qualified  to  vote,  nine  female  man  age  rs  shall  be  elect- 
eil,  who  shall  appoint  a  first  and  second  Directress,  and 
may  fin  all  vacancies  in  their  own  Board,  until  the  next 
annual  election  t  and  the  preseut  managers  loay  continue 
in  office  until  tbe  election  in  June  next. 

Sec  5. 4nd  he  it  further  enaeled,  llu^with  the  consent 
and  approbation  of  tbe  parent)  gwdian,  or  friends,  who 
may  have  the  core  of  any  male  or  female  child,  or  where  a 
child  may  be  destitute  uf  any  friend  or  protector,  tbe 
same  may  be  received  into  Saint  Vincent's  Orphan 
A^lum,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  made  by  the 
bylaws,  and  there  pivf  eotedi  instructed,  and  supported  : 
and  they  shall  not  thereafter  be  withdrawn,  or  be  at  li> 
berty  tlramsclres  to  withdraw  from  the  Asylum,  without 
the  consent  or  dismissal  of  the  corporation  aforesaid,  un- 
til, if  a  male,  he  sliall  have  attained  tlie  age  of  twenty- 
one  yean,  or,  if  a  female,  the  age  of  eighteen  years  ; 
but,  up  to  the  ages  aforesaid  respectirely,  they  shall  rc- 
otain  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  sud  corpontion,  un- 
less they  may,  b^  the  same,  be  exonerated  from  sc-rvice 
previous  to  attaining  those  ages  respectively  i  and  the 
said  corporation  abaU  have  the  power  to  bjpd  any  child 
under  their  care,  tat  the  pnrpoi<  of  aoquimif  a  knm^ 
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ledge  tjfmme  iMeAil  trtde.  •eeupstion  orpfrofeMUmt  un- 
der Mch  conditions  ut  may  be  detenrined  by  the  by- 
hcn,  a  eopy  of  whkb  MiiaHiont  lAiall  be  dewered  to, 
■ad  thay  '■uul  be  binding  on  erery  perion  to  whom  any 
cbSd  nMy  be  w  iMxind  i  that  there  may  abo  be  cstab- 
lilhnil.  m  eonnexion  with  B«nt  Vincent't  Orphan'*  Aty- 
itm,  achoob  (mr  the  daily  idteodanec  of  children  Those 
Mrnti  ar  gvardUns  are  «r  may  be  unable  to  pay  for 
mat  iMtnwaon,  or  whose  parenu  or  guardians  nay 
cewrtbiito  twaidi  fbe  support  of  the  AatIuib,  under 
aueh  rMuktioas  as  may  be  made  in  the  by-fawa. 

Sec.o.  Jnd  be  it  fiitikBr  enadtdt  That  any  vacancy 
vbitdi,  from  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise^  may  hap 
pen  in  tlie  Board  of  Truateei^  shall  be  filled  aocordW  to 
tbe  mode  lo  be  preacribed  in  the  hv'hwa  t  that  utev 
any  hoU  sneh  meetings  aa  ibey  shall  think  pn^ier,  and, 
to  giTe  farm  ta  thdr  prooeedlngs,  may  i^>point  soch  offi 
CM*  as  they  may  deem  naeeiauy,  and  pronde  proper 
cbecka  and  responabiUties  for  the  security  of  the  nro- 
pertT  and  funds  of  the  corporation  aforesaid  \  tfiat  tney 
•ball  keep  a  journal  of  tlicir  proceeditigi,  upon  which 
the  by-lam  shall  be  recwded  t  and  that  they  shall  make 
rraert,  at  the  annual  meeting  to  be  held  in  June,  of  the 
amirs  and  condAtioB  of  tlie  institution  for  the  preceding 
year. 

See  7.  Jhtdhtit  farthtrmadtdt  That  it  rmv  be  law 
ful  fbr  Coagress  hereafter  to  alter,  amend,  modify,  or  re- 
peal  the  fmegoiiH  act. 

Approved  1  February  35,  1831. 

AM  ACT  to  provide  far  the  adjustmest  of  cliims  of  per- 
■MM  entitled  to  indemnifleabon  under  the  convention 
betwacn  tha  Vmted  States  and  hto  Majesty  the  Kti^ 
of  Denmark,  of  the  twenty-eighth  March,  eighteen 
luMdred  and  tUtty,  and  for  the  dislribution  among  such 
eUmants,  of  the  sums  to  be  pud  by  the  Danin  Go- 
vernment to  thuJ  of  the  UiHted  States  according  to  the 
stipulation  of  the  said  camvention. 

it  cHMitdt  be.  That  the  eomnHSSHMien  who  are  or 
ttuqr  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  Statei^ 
by  and  wWh  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  in 
pursuance  of  the  third  article  of  the  convention  between 
the  Cnitcd  States  of  Auwrica  and  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  Denotarl^  signed  at  Copenhagen  the  twen^--eighth 
day  «f  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thrrty, 
shall  meet  at  Washington  City,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia,  and,  within  the  spsce  of  two  year*  from  the  time  of 
their  fint  meeting,  khall  receive,  examine,  anddedde 
upon  the  amount  and  validity  o(  all  such  cbums  aa  may 
be  presented  to  them,  and  are  provided  for -by  the  eon- 
vention  referred  to,  aeemJing  to  the  merits  of  the  seve. 
ral  cases,  and  to  Justioe,  e<]U]ty,  and  the  law  of  nations, 
and  according  to  the  provisiona  of  said  ctmvention. 

ate.2.JmlbeU/mrtker9iiaetedt  That  all  records,  do- 
eumenta,  or  other  paj^cn,  which  now  am  in,  or  hereaf 
tui^  during  the  oontinnanoe  of  comnlaMon,  may 
oome  bito  the  psmemion  of  the  Department  of  SUte,  in 
relation  to  such  datmik  Aall  be  delWered  to  the  com 
wiiiinn  afiiresald. 

Sec  3.  Jnd  be  it  ^her  enaeted.  That  the  said  oom- 
Msionen,  or  a  majority  of  them,  with  their  Seeretary, 
'  whoM  appmntment  is  hertinaftcr  ptovided  for,  shall  eon- 
Tune  m  this  city  on  tite  fint  Honnay  of  AjMil  next,  and 
Aall  proceed  to  execute  the  duties  of  their  eommisMon  t 
and  the  Secretary  ef  State  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  and  required  forthwitli  after  the  pasung  cif 
this  act,  to  give  notice  of  tlie  swtl  intended  meeting,  te 
be  pub^hed  in  oue  or  more  public  gaxettes  in  the  aty 
of  WBsMngtw^  and  ia  such  odier  public  papers,  pub- 
Ibbod  daewhm  in  the  Umted  States,  as  he  may  de* 
•ignakb 

■n&4.  JaibeUJimiJur  auiitd,  ihattbe  aatd  com- 
i-ihaB  pnvieed  inuMdnte^  after  thdr  meeting' 


in  the  City  of  Wellington,  irittt  ail  eonvenient  de^iatrh, 
to  arrange  and  docket  the  aeveral  elaim%  and  to  eonsider 
the  evidence  wliich  (hall  have  been,  or  windi  may  be  of- 
fered  by  the  respective  elaimanta,  aHfnvii^  such  fbrtbcr 
time  for  tbe  productinn  of  soch  futther  evidence  as  may 
be  required,  and  aa  they  shall  thiiik  rcaaonable  arx!  just; 
and  tliey  aball  thereupon  proceed  to  deteiminc  the  mid 
claims,  and  to  award  distribution  of  the  sums  to  be  re- 
ceived by  the  United  Statca  fKnu  the  Kinc  of  Deumari^ 
under  tbe  stipuhtioos  of  tbe  Convention  aibrtmid,  amoi^ 
the  sevvral  claimants,  aocording  to  their  respeetire  rights. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  furiker  enorfed.  That  tbe  said  oom- 
mitsioners  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  make  all  needfiil  rule* -and  regulatioai, 
not  contmvening  tlie  laws  of  tbe  land,  the  provisioBs  oi 
this  act,  or  the  provUona  sf  the  iud  ComwMiaii,  lor  cnp> 
lying  tlirir  mid  commission  into  fiiB  and  complete  efect 
Sec  6.  Jtndheit  JUrtber  enaeM,  That  tbe  PiCBdeot 
of  the  United  SUtes  be,  and  he  u  hereby,  sutborised,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  coaaent  of  the  Senate,  to  ap- 
piunt  a  Secretary  to  the  said  cummiiaion. 

Sec  7.  Akd  be  ii  Jvrihtr  enacted.  That  tbe  said  com- 
missioners and  Secretary  ahatt  sevenUy  Uke  an  oath  far 
the  fmUJiil  performance  ot  the  duties  of  tbdrTcspcetive 
offices. 

See.  8.  JM  beit  further  ettaeted,  Ttmn  the  oompenn- 
tiondTthe  respective  officer*  for  whose  appouAmentpro- 
vi^en  ia  made  by  this  act  shall  not  exceed  the  foUowing 
earns  :  to  each  of  the  said  commianoners  at  the  rate  of 
three  thousand  d<4lara  per  annum,  and  to  tbe  Seoclaiy 
of  the  Board  at  tbe  rate  of  twotbouaand  dtrflara  per  an- 
num t  and  the  President  of  the  Vaitml  State*  shaU  be, 
and  he  b  hereby,  authorized  to  make  aueh  piwrancu  ftr 
the  coTrtiiwent  expenses  of  tbe  said  eommiarios  aa  shaB 
appear  to  Dim  reaacmable and  properi  and  the  aud  aala- 
riea  and  expensea  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  9.  M  be  U  farther  enacted,  TbataH  mooeyi  to 
be  received  from  the  Danish  Goverament  under  the  eon. 
ventien  aforesaid,  ahaU  be  paid  uito  the  Tteaanty  ef  the 
Uiitteil  Stales^  and  riudl  constitute  a  fond  for  aatii^^ 
the  awards  of  the  comnuswin  proyided  (or  by  this  act. 

Sec.  10.  dnd  be  UJitrthtr  enacted,  Tliat  all  communi- 
cations to  or  from  the  Secretary  of  Board  of  Coomuv 
sioners  on  the  business  of  the  commisBioB,  shaB  pam  by 
mail  free  of  postage- 
See.  11.  .^f^ftetf  AfrfAsroMete^  Thataaaooaaatbe 
said  eommiarion  shall  be  executed  and  completed,  the 
records,  documenti^  and  all  other  papers  in  the  poMea- 
sion  of  the  commisrion  or  its  officeta  diall  be  depovlcd 
in  the  office  of  the  Secretaty  of  State. 
Approved:  February  35, 1B31. 

AN  ACT  for  the  Punishment  of  Crimea  in  the  INstiict  of 
Cohimlm. 

Sec  1.  B$U  enadedt  (fe  That,  from  and  after  tbe 
paasage  of  tbia  act,  eveiy  peraon  who  dwD  be  convieled. 
in  any  court  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  of  any  of  the 
Collowing  oficncea,  to  wit  :  manslaughter,  assault  and 
battery  with  intent  to  kill,  a»on,  rape,  atnudt  and  bat- 
tery with  intrnt  to  eomnit  a  rape,  burglaiy,  r<M»ery, 
hone  stealing,  mayhem,  bigamy,  petjury,  or  aubomalion 
of  perjuty,  larceny,  if  the  property  stote^ia  of  the  vdue 
of  five  dmlara  or  upwards,  forgery,  obfluning-  by  fidae 
pretences  aiqr  gooda  or  chattels,  money,  bank  niite,  pro- 
missory note,  or  any  ether  instrument  in  writing  fat  the 
payment  or  delivery  of  mon^  or  other  vduable  thing,  «r 
of  keeping  afaro  bMtk  or  olbercommon  gamingtable,  pet- 
ty larceny  upon  a  aecond  conviction,  committed  after  tbe 
paaaage  of  thia  ac^  chall  be  sentenced  to  suffer  pumsb- 
ment  by  imprisonilKnt  and  laboi^  far  the  time  and  times 
hereinafter  prcaoribed,  in  the  pcnltentiaiy  far  the  Dia- 
ttict  of  Cirfumbia. 
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Sec  3.  Aid  heU/uriher  eniuted.  That  eteiy  penon 
luly  coBTieted  of  mandaughter,  or  of  any  aaiauU  and 
latteiy  witli  intent  to  kill,  ^all  be  sentenced  to  suffer 
mprisoiiment  and  labor,  for  the  first  offence  for  a  period 
lut  tees  than  two  nor  more  than  eight  years,  for  the  ae- 
wnd  offence  for  a  period  not  lew  than  six  nor  nore  than 
ifteen  yean. 

See.  3.  Aut  be  it  further  enaeled.  That  etoy  pmon 
luly  convicted  of  the  crime  o(  maScioindj,  wiUtuly,  or 
'raudulently  burning  any  dwellii^  house,  or  any  other 
louse,  bam  or  stabje  a(^oining  thereto,  or  any  store,  bam 
>r  out'house,  havinj;  toods,  tobacco,  hay  or  fnin  there* 
n,  although  the  same  shall  not  be  tctjoining  to  any 
Iweltinff  house  |  or  of  maliciously  and  wilfully  burning 
tny  of  the  public  buildinn  in  the  eiliea,  ttnrna,  or  coun- 
.ICS  of  the  District  of  Ct^mbia,  belonging'  to  the  United 
states,  or  tlie  said  cities,  towns  or  eoiintiesi  or- any 
;hurch,  meeting<bouse,  or  other  baiUing  for  ptdilic 
A^orahip,  belonging  to  any  voluntary  society,  or  body 
:orponite  i  or  any  college,  academy,  school-house,  or 
ibrary  ;  or  any  ship  or  vessel,  afloat  or  building  ^  or  as 
iemff  accessary  Uiereto,  sliall  be  aentenced  to  suffer 
mpnsomnent  and  labor,  for  a  period  vS  not  leu  than  one, 
lor  more  than  ten  years  for  the  ftrst  thence,  and  not 
less  ttian  five  nor  more  than  twenty  years  for  the  second 
)ffence. 

Sec.  4.  Aid  be  it  further  enaded.  That  eveiy  free 
person  duly  convicted  of  rape,  or  as  being  accessary 
Lhereto  before  the  fiict,  shall  be  sentenced  to  sufier  ira- 
srisonment  sod  labw,  fur  the  first  offence  for  a  period 
tot  less  than  ten  nor  more  thsn  tturty  yesr^  and  for  the 
lecond  offence  fiw  and  during  the  period  of  bis  natural 
ife. 

.Sec.  5.  And  be  it  fUrther  enaded,  lliat  evety  free  per^ 
ion  duly  convicted  of  an  assault  and  battery,  with  intent 
o  commit  a  rape,  aliall  be  punished  for  the  first  offtnce 
3y  undergmngconfinemeut  in  the  Penitentiaty  for  a  pe- 
lod  not  less  loon  one  nor  more  tlian  five  years,  and  for 
,he  second  for  s  period  not  1^  than  five  nor  more  than 
Ifleen  years, 

Sec.  6.  Aid  be  Ufwihtr  enacted.  That  every  person 
luly  convicted  of  burglwy,  or  as  accessary  thereto  before 
he  fast,  or  of  robbery,  or  as  accessary  thereto  before  the 
iict,  shall  be  sentenced  to  suffer  imprisonment  and  labta* 
or  the  first  offence  for  a  period  not  less  Huui  three  nor 
nan  than  seven  years,  and  Sof  the  second  offence  for  a 
leriod  not  less  than  five  tior  more  than  fifteen  years. 

See.  7.  Atdbe  it  further  enacted.  That  every  person 
:unvicted  of  horse  stealing,  Qiayhem,  bigamy,  or  as  be- 
ng  accessary  to  any  of  said  crimes  before  the  fsct,  shall 
>e  sentenced  to  suffer  imprisonment  and  Ubor,  tor  the 
irst  offence  for  a  period  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than 
icTen  years,  ,  and  for  Ute  second  offence  for  a  penod  not 
ess  than  five  nor  more  thrtn  twelve  years. 

Sec.  8.  Aid  he  it  further  enaeled^  That  eveiy.  person- 
:onvicted  ot  penury,  or  subornation  of  perjury,  shall  be 
leiiteneed  to  sufl'er  imprisonment  and  labor,  for  the  firrt 
iffence  for  a  period  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten 
rears,  and  for  the  second  offence  ttxt  s  period  not  less 
Itan  five  nor  oMwe  than  fifteen  years. 

Sec.  9.  Jnd  6b  it  further  eaaetedt  Tliat  every  person 
convicted  of  feloniouuy  ste^ng,  taking,  and  carrying 
iway,  any  goods  or  chattels,  or  other  personal  property, 
>f  ine  value  of  five  dollars  or  upwards,  or  any  bank  note, 
)ronii9M»y  note,  or  any  other  instrument  of  writing,  for 
he  payment  or  ddivery  of  money  or  other  valuable 
hing,  to  the  amount  of  five  dollars  or  upvsrds,  shall  be 
sentenced  to  suffer  imprisonment  and  labor,  for  the  first 
(ffence  for  a  period  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  three 
rears,  and  for  the  second  offence  for  a  period  not  teas 
han  three  nor  more  than  ten  yeara. 

Sec  AidbeU  fiirtkireaaidedt  Th^  eveijr  penon 
ionvicted  of  recciriiy  stcden  goods,  or  tay  srtide  the 


stealing  c^whieh  is  made  punishable  by  this  act,  to  the 
value  of  five  dollars  or  upwards,  knowing  them  to  have 
been  stolen,  or  of  being  an  sccessHy  after  the  foot  in 
any  felony,  ilull  be  sentenced  to  suffer  imprisonment 
and  labor,  for  the  first  ofienoe  for  a  period  not  leas  than 
one  nor  mwe  than  five  yeat%  and  for  the  second  offenM 
for  a  period  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Sec  11.  Mdbeit  further  enaded.  That  eve^  person 
duly  convicted  of  having  blsely  forged  and  oounterfoilr 
e<t  any  gold  or  silver  coin,  whwh  new  is,  or  shall  hereaf> 
ter  be,  pasnng  or  in  oirctUation  within  the  District  of  Co* 
kimbia  ;  or  ofhaving  falsely  uttered,  paid,  or  tendared  im 
payment,  any  such  counterfeit  er  forged  coin,  knowiiw 
tlie  saoie  to  be  forged  and  counterftit  i  or  oi  having  M- 
ed,  abetted  or  eommanded  the  peroctntion  of  eithei  of 
the  said  offences  {  or  ofhaving  fobeqr  made,  altered,  fbrg- 
ed,  or  counterfeited,  or  caused  or  procured  to  be  fitlseqr 
made,  altered,  forged,  or  counterfeited,  or  having  willing- 
ly aided  or  assisted  in  falsely  making,  altering,  foigiog,  or 
counterfeiting,  any  paper,  writing,  er  printed  fpvr,  to  the 
pr^udiee  of  the  ijght  of  any  other  person,  body  politic^ 
or  oorpotal^  or  voTuntaty  aasooatiou,  with  intent  to  de> 
(hutd  such  persoi^  body  politic  or  corporate,  or  vi^unb^ 
ry  sssociation,  or  of  having  passed,  uttered,  or  publiBb< 
ed,  or  attempted  to  pass,  utter  ur  publish,  as  triM^  any 
such  falsely  made,  sliered,  fbrged,  or  counterfated  pa* 
per,  writing  or  printed  paper,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  right 
of  any  other  persra,  body  politic  or  eorpoiM^  or  T(wa- 
tary  association,  knowing  the  same  to  be  fiwely  Mdfc 
altered,  forged,  or  countetfoited,  with  intevt  ta  dnfrMid 
such  person,  body  politic  or  corporate,  or  voluiHary  as* 
sociation,  shall  be  sentenced  to  suffer  impriaoMneot  aad 
labor,  fur  tlie  first  offence  for  a  period  not  lev  itm  OB* 
year  jmt  more  thsn  seven  year^  for  the  sepiad  offcace, 
for  a  period  not  less  than  three  not  more  than  tea  yean. 

Sec.  12.  AidbeU  further  enadedt  That  every  petsmi 
duly  convicted  of  obuining  by  fidse  pretences  any  good» 
or  cliattdi^  money,  benk  note,  pruoMsory  not^  or  aRjr 
other  ioatmmsnt  in  writing  for  the  payment  or  de&rtiT' 
of  money  or  other  valuable  thin|^  or  of  keeping  a  f^ 
bank  or  gaming  table,  shall  be  sentenced  to  suffer  inqui* 
sonment  and  h^w,  for  a  period  not  less  thaa  cm  yesr, 
nor  more  than  five  years  :  and  every  person,  so  ooend- 
ing,  shall  be  a  comp^ent  witnesa  against  every  other 
person  offenAi^  in  the  same  transsetion,  and  maj  b* 
campdkd  to  appear  and  give  evidence  in  the  same  mm- 
net  ss  other  pcnons ;  but  Uie  tesfimony  so  ^VM  iteH 
not  be  used  in  any  prosecution  er  |>roccediag,  eiril  or 
criminal,  agunst  the  perscm  so  testifying. 

Sec  ^.Atdbeit  Jwiher eiuktei.  That ereiy pmon, 
upon  a  second  conviction  of  larceny,  where  the  pn^wiv 
ty  stolen  is  under  the  value  of  five  <3<dlars.  or  upon  a  m* 
cond  conviction  of  receiving  stolen  goodly  knovingtbom 
to  be  stolen,  where  the  property  stolen  is  udsr  fiM  w 
hn  of  five  dollar^  shall  be  seoteneed  U  w0er  imftkmh 
ment  and  labw,  for  a  period  not  less  thaa  oae  nor  mm 
than  three  years. 

Sec.  14.  Aid  be  it  further  enaded.  That  all  capital 
feloniea  and  Crimea,  in  the  District  of  Columtaa»  not  here- 
in speoally  prsfrided  for,  ezccirt  murder,  treasoof  and 
pimcy,  ahsh  hocafter  be  ptmished  by  imofiaaNMM  and 
Lbur  in  the  Penitentiaiy  ofssid  Distnet,  for  a  period  not 
leas  than  seven  nor  more  thsn  twen^  yesrs. 

Sec  15.  Aid  ie  it  Jmther  enaelidt  That  averr  other 
fcMHiy,  misdemeanor,  or  offence  not  provided  for  by  this 
act,  msy  and  shall  be  nunishedas  heretafbr«w  escapt  thal^ 
in  all  esses  wlwe  whip|ung  is  psrt  or  tkt  whota  of  tiia 
puiushmant,  exaapt^  in  tbe  easa*  of  slam^  tha  aaait 
shall  Bubstitate  tiaerefnr  imprisoament  in  An  vaoMty 
jail,  fur  a  period  not  exceeding  rix  months. 

Sec  16.  Aidbeii  fwOerenaeied,  That  aU  dsfiaitiona 
ami  deaariptions  af  crimes ;  fines,  SafeiCars^  sad  in- 
o^amticsftlie  reatitotioMor  propel^,  erlbap^*ent«r 
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the  value  thefeof  t  uid  eveiy  otiicr  iMtter  not  prcmded 
for  in  this  not,  be,  and  the  nme  ahmll  retiuin,  u  hereto. 

fore. 

See.  17.  •<iu<  he  it  farfyr  eaatledf  That  if  iny  free 
penon  ilutll,  in  the  uud  Difltriet,  unUwfully,  by  force 
sTid  violence^  take  and  cany  away,  dl-  cause  to  be  taken 
anil  carrieJ  away,  er  ahall,  by  fraud  unlawfully  aeduee, 
or  caiiHc  to  be  asduced,  any  free  negro  or  mulatto,  froin 
any  -pittt  frf"  the  said  District  to  any  other  part  cf  the  said 
District,  or  to  any  other  place,  with  desigrn,  or  intention 
to  sell  or  dispose  of  such  negro  OMirtilatIo,  or  to  cause 
him  or  her  to  be  kept  and  detuned  as  a  slave  for  life,  or 
sen-ant  for  yean,  every  aueh  person  so  offending,  his  or 
her  counsellors,  aiderm  and  abettors,  shall*  on  conviction 
thereof,  be  punished  by  fine,  not  exceeding  five  thousand 
dollars,  and  imprisonment  and  confinement  to  hard  labor, 
in  the  Penitentiary,  for  any  time  n»t  exceeding  twelve 
years,  secordinir  to  the  enormity  tit  the  offence. 

Sec.  18.  Am  be  it  Jurther  enae/ed.  That  nothing  here< 
in  contained  shall  be  construed  to  apply  to  slaves  not  re- 
sidents of  the  District  of  Columbia  t  but  such  slaves 
■hall,  fur  all  off'ences  committed  in  said  District,  he  pun> 
ished  agreeably  to  the  btws  as  they  now  exist :  Provided 
that  this  act  shall  not  be  amstnied  to  extend  to  slaves. 
:  Approved,  March  3, 1831. 

AX  ACT  flMUtiK  appRKifiations  for  certain  futtificationt 
daring  the  year  one  thotuand  e^il  hundred  and  thir* 

ty-one. 

JBe  it  enacied,  8tc.  That  the  following  turns  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
unappropriated  money  in  tiia  Treanny  for  certain  fortin- 
calions,  vis  t 

Pot  the  preeemtion  of  George's  island,  Boston  hai^ 
bor,  five  thousand  doDan. 

For  Fort  Adams,  Rhode  Island,  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  completion  of  fort  Hamilton,  New  York,  ten 
thousand  dollara. 

For  repairing  fort  Columbus  and  castle  William^  New 
York,  •twenty-five  tbouamd  dollara. 

For  fort  Monroe,  Vilginia,  eighty  thousand  dollars. 

For  fort  Calhoun,  Virginia,  eighty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  con^etion  of  fbrt  Maool^  seventy  thousand 
dollara. 

For  the  completion  of  the  fort  tm  Oak  iiland,  NortK 
'Carolina,  lunety  five  tlratisand  dollars. 

For  ftntificatKHW  CharlesLon,  South  Carolihat  fbrty- 
five  thoiuand  dollars. 

For  fortifications  at  Penaacola,  Florida,  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

For  a  fort  at  Mobile  pninl^  ninety  thotiaand  dollars. 

For  rei^ra  of  the  battery  at  BicQvenn,  Louisiana, 
three  thousand  four  dollan. 

For  repairs  of  fbrt  Wood,  Lotusiana,  three  thousand 
tiz  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingencies  of  fortifications,  ten  thousand  dol* 
lata. 

Approved,  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  certain  importers  of  foreign 
merchandize. 

Be  a  enacted,  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  be,  and  h«  is  hsreby,  authorized  to  extend  relief  to 
any  importer  of  foreign  merchandise  who  may  have 
been  charged,  luider  the  provtMona  of  the  third  section 
nf  the  act,  entitled  '*  An  aet,  tor  the  more  efTeetual  col- 
lection of  the  duties  on  imports,"  passed  the  twenty- 
eiglith  day  of  May,  one  tliousand  ei^^t  hundred  and  thfr. 
ty,  with  any  duly  in  addition  to  the  duties  exiatmgon 
such  mersbaaiUse  previous  to  the  passage  of  said  act,  to 
the  anwant  of  aueh  additional  duty  :  Pteeided,  said  mer- 
chandise shall  hwe.  bMn'imported  previoas  to  the  first 


day  of  January  last:  Prvpidtd,  aijo.  That  no  pmm 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  relief  authorized  to  be  fmu  by 
this  act,  who,  by  the  exmise  of  reasonable  diligeDee, 
by  himself,  or  his  a^nts,  fuetors,  nr  corresponded], 
could  have  complied  with  tlic  proviMons  of  the  said  tbinl 
section  of  said  act  t  and  the  Secretary  of  th'e  Treasury 
shall  require  and  receive  satis&ctory  evidence,  fnia 
every  peraon  churning  the  benefits  of  this  act,  that  such 
diligence  baa  been  UMd,  and  that  he  has  acted  bma  fide, 
and  without  any  intent  to  violate  or  evade  the  pnviMi 
of  said  third  section,  before  he  shall  giant  the  lelieC 
herein  pnivided. 

Approved,  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois reseri-ed  fbr  llie  use  of  the  salt  ^>riags  oa  die 
Vermillion  river  in  that  Slate. 

Be  it  enaeUd^  Stc  That  Ibfe  State  of  Illinois  sMf  be. 
and  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to  cause  to  be 
sold  and  conveyed,  in  audi  manner  ai^  on  uich  tertns 
and*  conditions  as  the  Legislature  of  said  State  has  or 
m:iy  direct,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  lands  reserved 
and  set  apart  by  the  Pre>-i.1ent  of  lite  United  States,  on 
the  twenty-ninth  day  of  March,  eiglitcen  hundred  and 
twei.ty-five  Sar  the  -use  of  the  nit  works  on  the  Vermil- 
lion  river,  in  said  State,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  of 
such  sale  to  such  objects  aa  the  Legwature  or  said  State 
has  or  may  direct  •  Prondedt  said  laad  shall  not  be  mAA. 
for  less  than  one-^liarand  twenty-five  cents  per  acre. 

Approrcd,  March  %  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  tiie  citizena  of  Shawnee- 

town. 

Be  il  enadedf  &c.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lBwfi4l  For 
any  purchase^  the  assignee  or  legal  representative  of  taf 
purchaser,  of  any  in  or  out-lot  or  lots  in  tbe  tovnM 
Shawneetovn  in  the  Stale  of  Illinnis,  which  lot  or  k>ts 
ntay  liave  rev«rte<l  for  the  non-payment  of  the  pordme 
money,  to  reenter  the  same  lot  or  lots  wliich  may  hire 
so  reverted,  with  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Sliawneelown,  at  any  time  within  six  montbi 
aflerthe  passage'  of  this  act,  upon  the  following  tcrau 
and  conditions,  to  wit :  by  paying,  in  addition  to  what  hu 
lieretofore  been  paid  upon  each  in-lot,  five  doUan^  sod 
upon  each  out-lot,  one  tloHar  and  twen^'-five  cents,  per 
acre. 

Sec  3.  Aadbeit  furlher  enaehd,  lltat  there  be,  and 
hereby  is,  granted  to  the  Tnistees  of  the  town  of  Sbiv- 
neetown,  and  their  successors  in  oHice,  for  ever,  intms^ 
to  sell,  or  otherwise  dispose  ol^  for  the  purpose  at 
graduating  and  paving  the  river  bank  Kithia  Uk&uHuti  of 
Bud  tuwn,  all  llw  vacant  ground  not  necesaar]^  for  streets, 
all  the  in  or  otit-lots  within  the  bounds  of  saod  town, 
which  remain  unsold,  and  all  such  as  may  remun  nos^ 
under  the  provisions  of  liie  first  settion  of  this  act ;  th^ 
act  to  be  carried  into  cflect  under  tbe  directioo  ik  tbe 
Commissioner  of  the  General  L^and  Office. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  autliorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  purcbsse 
an  additional  quantlly  of  land  for  the  furtificatssatAC 
Fort  Washington,  upon  tbe  river  Potonws. 

Be  it  enaeied,  Tliat  llie  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  purchase,  in  fee  smple,  ftvn 
the  executrix  or  tnistees  of  Wtlliaiit  Dudley  Digge%  de- 
ceased, a  certain  piece  of  buid  reqiured  for  tbe  complete 
defence  of  the  «ork  at  Port  Washington,  on  tbe  Fc4o- 
mae,  according  to  a  survey  of  the  sanies  deputed  m  il>: 
TopogrsphicaL  Bureau,  at  Washtngiun  :  Pntided,  ibc 
said  purchase  can  be  effected  for  the  release  of  tiie 
anMunt  of  a  judgment  against  William  Dudley  Digges 
deceased,  for  thirteen  thousand  Uiree  hundred  and  mxtt- 
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nine  dolkn  and  eig^ty-BeTen  eentit  with  interest  from 
ninth  June,  one  thounnd  eipht  hundred  «nd  nineteen, 
until  paid,  and  cosia,  which  the  aureties  of  the  late  Ito- 
bert  Brent  have  assigned  to  the  United  States  : 
provided,  further,  Hiat  those  who  are  Irgaily  autliorized 
to  convey  the  said  land  shall  make  and  execute  a  good 
title  thereto,  in  fee  simple,  with  an  acquittance  of  all 
claims  agunst  the  United  States,  for  the  previoufl  use  or 
occi^patian  of  -all  or  any  portion  of  the  premises,  or  for 
any  alleged  irdury  to  an  adjacent  fishery,  the  tight  and 
titfe  to  which  is  to  be  released  to  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  Jnd  be  U  further  enaded^  That,  upon  the 
completion  of  the  above  purchase,  on  the  lerma  and 
conditions  specified,  the  proper  officer  of  the  United 
States  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorised  to  enter  up 
aatishction  upon  the  judgment  aforesaid. 

Apprtfred,  March  3,  1S31. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  Thomas  Porter,  of  Indiaua. 

BtU  etHK/ed,  &c.  That  tlie  Secretary  of  War  be,  and 
lie  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  place  the,  name 
of  Thomas  Porter  un  the  list  of  invalid  peii»oner^  and 
to  pay  hiiT.  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  nuiutli,  to  com- 
mence on  the  first  day  of  January,  eigliteeii  hundred  and 
thirty-one. 

Approved,  Uarcli  3,  18^1. 

AN-  ACT  for  the  relief  of  William  Glower. 

Be  it  enacted,  8ic.  That  the  Postmaster  General  be, 
and  he- hereby  is,  authiirized  and  directed  to  settle  the 
clftiin  of  William  Glower,  for  carryli^  the  nuul  between 
Greenville  and  Fayette,  Miansuppi,  upon  princifiles  of 
equity  and  justice. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Simeon  C.  Whittier. 
Beitimuiedt  ttc.  That  there  be  dmcI  to  Sitneon  C. 
ATliittier,  of  Ilallowell,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  out  of  any 
nioiiey  in  the  Treasur)',  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the 
principal  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifiy-six  dollars  and 
fifty-three  cents,  with  interest  thereon,  nt  the  rate  of  «x 
per  centam  pe/  annum,  from  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eipit  hundred  and  twenty and.  aUt^  th^  fiir>. 
tlicr  principal  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  with  interest 
thereon,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from 
the  ninth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty  «  aaJ,  also,  the  furllicr  principal  sum  of  two 
hiimlred  ami  one  dollin  and  two  cents,  with  interest 
1hf>reon,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from 
the  tliirty-first  day  of  Hay,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty>«ight  i  the  said  seveml  sums  having  been  il- 
legally demanded  and  received  by  the  United  States  of 
sold  Whittier,  as  one  of  the  sureties  of  Daniel  Kvans,  for- 
merly  a  Collector  of  the  Direct  Toiea  and  Internal  Du> 
lies  fur  the  fourth  collection  tUslrict  in  Maksacliiuetls. 
Approved  :  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Kbcnezer  Rollins. 
Sc  it  enacted.  Sic.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
Si-,  nud  he  is  heruby,  authorized  to  pay  to  Ebenczer  Itol- 
litia,  out  (if  any  money  in  tlic  Treasurj-  not  otiierwise  ap- 
propriated, twelve  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  and 
Fifty  cents,  being  tlic  amount  of  drawback  un  twenty-nine 
log^hcads,  four  barrels^  and  fifty  two  bags  of  eoffee, 
lyliich  were  exported  in  tlieship  Kebecca  Coffin,  fur  Uot- 
enbiirff,  althuugli  Ihu  said  ship  did  not  proceed  to  sea 
tntil  after  the  expiration  of  twelve  months  from  the  time 
ff  the  entry  of  the  said  merchandise  :  Provided,  That  tJie 
^tl  mercliandtse  was  shipped  on  boanl  said  vessel,  and 
Ic-arcd  at  the  custom-himse,  before  the  expiration  of 
wclve  months  &oin  the  time  of  itsentiy,  and  tbntatl  the 
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otber  requirements  of  the  law,  to  entMe  it  to  debenture^ 
have  been  complied  with.  ^ 
Approved  :  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Daniel  Mclntire,  deceased. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  pay  to  the  legal  representatives  of  Daniel  Mc- 
InUre,  late  an  invalid  pensiiHwr,  deceased,  the  sum  due 
said  penmoner  at  his  death. 

Approved:  UarchS,  lUl. 

AN  ACT  for  tlie  relief  of  Joseph  E.  Spngue. 

Be  it  enaetedt  ttc.  That  tlie  proper  accounting  oflioers 
of  the  Treasury  pay  to  Joseph  E.  Sprarue  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars,  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  in  full  for  ser- 
vices rendered  by  him  as  counseller  and  attorney  in  at- 
tending to  and  taking  depositions,  in  cases  la  whidi  the 
United  States  were  internted. 

Approved  ;  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  tlie  relief  of  John  Daly,  late  of  Canada. 

Be  itenaeiedf  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  pay  to  John  Daly,  late 
of  New  Ark,  in  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  out  of  any 
money  in  tlie  Treasury  not  otiierwise  appropriated,  .the 
sum  «  five  thousand  dollars,  being  (or  supplies  fiindshed' 
and  services  rendered  to  the  army  of  die  United  State* 
in  Canada,  and  for  losses  of  property  sustained  by  falm  on 
the  Niagara  frontier  during  t|)e  late  war. 

Approved  .  March  2.  18J1. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Gheever,  and  others. 

Be  it  enacted,  Btc.  H'liat  there  be  paid,  out  of  any  mo- 
ney in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  Na- 
tliaiiiel  Cheever,  Ariel  Mann,  Beiyamiu  Dearborn,  Tho- 
mas B.  Coolidge,  and  Slepheu  Tiicjcerman,  who  were 
formerly  inhabitants  of  tlie  town  of  Ilallowell,  in  the 
State  of  Maine,  each  and  severally,  the  principal  sum  of 
ttiree  hundred  and  fit>y-9ix  dollars  and  hfty.Uirte  cents^ 
with  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  from  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  one  tliousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty  ;  and  aLto  the  further  principal  sum 
of  one  hundred  dolUrs  each,  with  interest  th«reon,  at 
the  rate  of  sis  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  ninth  day 
of  September,  ono  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  { 
the  said  several  sums  having  been  illegally  demanded 
and  received  by  the  United  States  i»f  each  of  the  above, 
mentioned  persons,  as  one  of  the  sureties  of  Daniel 
Evans,  formerly  a  collector  of  the  direct  taxes  and  inter- 
iial  duties  for  the  fourth  coUccttun  district  lu  Uaasachu- 
setta. 

Sec.  3.  Jnd  be  it  further  enaeled.  That,  if  said  Cheever, 
Mann,  Dearborn,  Coolidge,  and  Tuckerman,  or  suy  cf 
them,  have  deceased,  ur  bliall  decease  before  the'^y. 
ment  shall  be  made  to  each  of  them,  re^ecti%cly,  as 
above  provided,  then  said  sums  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty-six  dollar.1  and  fifty-three  cenU,  and  one  hundred 
dollars,  with  interest  as  aforesaid,  sliall  be  paid  to  the 
extfcuton  ot  administrators  of  each  of  the  said  persona  «» 
deeeasetl. 

Approved  :  Mareh  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  tlie  relief  of  Peters  and  Pond. 

Be  it  eimcted,  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directt  d  to  pay  to  Peters  and  Pomi, 
merchants  of  Boston,  the  sum  of  seventeen  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars  and  forty-five  ocnti, 
out  of  any  money  ill  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated I  being  ttie  moiety  patil  into  the  'I'reasury  ijt  ihe 
United  States  on  the  sale  of  their  sehocii^r  Anna  and  her 
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cvgo,  wbkhiitd.bMn  Kisedand  cmdenmed  for  •  Tiok- 
tion  ofthft  reveoue  Uw«  by  the  Dictrict  Court  of  tin 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Georgia,  in  Ibe  year  wie 
thouniid  ei^t  hundred  and  fourteen,  deductiag  tbere- 
irom  die  dutiea  aecminr  on  aud  tnoie^. 
Apptmred,  Maivh  3,1831. 

AN  ACT  br  the  tcUef  of  Lucwn  Harper. 

BeU  madid,  tte.  Tbat  there  be  pud,  o«t  ofany  mo- 
ney in  the  IVrasury  not  otherwiae  appropriated,  to  Ln- 
cien  Harper,  the  sum  of  ftAeeB  dolWi  and  aixty-nx 
eenti^  bem^  the  specie  vahie  of  a  certificate  issued  by 
Ftaneia  HOpkinaen,  treiaurer  of  loms,  numbered  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  iix^,  withintereatontheaaid 
specie  value,  at  six  per  oentnm  per  annum,  from  the 
twen^-serenth  day  of  Nufember,  one  thouaand  aeren 
bundled  and  seventy-nine «  which  certificate  was  issued 
in  the  name  of  Captain  George  Wola^,  and  of  which  the 
said  Lucien  Harper  is  now  owner :  Proudedf  That  the 
said  Lucien  Harper  shall  fint  execute  and  deUver  to  ttie 
first  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  a  botMl  in  auch  sum  and 
with  such  secuii^  aa  the  isid  Comptroller  shall  direct 
and  approve,  to  indemnify  the  United  States  fnm  and 
againgt  the  lawful  cbum  (rf  any  other  person  or  persons 
for,  or  on  account  of,  the  said  certi6eate. 

Approved,  March  3,  1831: 

AN  ACT  for  tlie  relief  of  James  Sprague. 

Se  it  enoeterf,  ficc.  That  James  Spi'a|^e  be,  and  be  ia 
hereby,  authorized  to  locate  tliree  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land,  by  legal  subdivisions,  on  any  public  land  in 
the  state  of  Ohio  now  offered  for  sale,  st  the  minimum 
price,  in  satis&ction  of  an  equal  quantity  of  land  hereto- 
located  by  the  said  James  Sprague  on  the  cast  half 
'of  the  eighth  section  of  the  fifth  townahip,'in  the  twenty- 
second  range,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  twenty- 
third  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
from  which  the  said  James  has  been  evicted  by  an  older 
title  I  and  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  ia  liereby 
authorized  to  issue  to  the  aidd  James  Spngue  a  patent 
for  the  land  so  located,  on  his  producing  the  cert^cate 
of  tbe  Register  of  the  land  office  within  whose  district  the 
location  may  be  made. 

Approved.  Harcb  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  tu  provide  for  tbe  final  settlement  and  adjust- 
ment of  the  various  claims  prefened  by  James  Monroe 
against  the  United  States. 

Bt  it  enaeUdf  &c  Tlut,  fbr  public  services,  losses,  and 
sacrifices,  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  doUars  u  hereby 
aj>propriated  to  be  paid  to  James  Monroe,  immediately 
after  die  passing  of  this  act,  out  of  any  money  in  tlie 
Treasuiy  not  otlierwiae  appropriated,  which  irtiall  be  in 
full  of  all  demanda  of  Uie  said  James  Monroe  fbr  dums 
afor^id:  Pmndtd,  The  accounting  officer  oftheTrea- 
sUfy  Department  shall,  upon  an  examination  of  his  ac- 
counts, believe  so  much  is  due  to  him  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  equity  and  justice- 
Approved,  March  2,  1831, 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Go- 
vemment  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  buoyed  and 
tldrty-one. 

Bt  it  enaeted ,  fcc  Tliat  tlie  fellowiHg  sums  be,  and 
Uie  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  ofany 
unappropriatea  money  in  the  Treasury,  vis  : 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  Members  of  Congress  and 
Delegates,  three  hundred  and  seven  IIiousumJ  nine  hun- 
dred and  nzty  eight  dollsrs. 

Fur  pay  Qt'  the  Officers  and  Clerks  M  both  Houses, 
IhiHy^tKir  thousand  tlitee  hundred  dollara. 


For  stationary,  fiiel,  printi%  and  all  other  iatidealil 
and  contitigent  expenses  oithe  Senate  twen^-oiat 
thousand  six  hundred  and  etgbty-five  doUars. 

For  stationary,  fuel,  printing,  and  all  other  inddmlil 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  House  oi  RepRsesta- 
tives^  one  hupdred  thousand  doHais  The  said  two  suns 
last  named  to  be  applied  to  tbe  payment  of  ttie  cnfiaicj 
oxpMiditurea  of  the  Semte  mkI  Hooae  of  Repiescatir 
ttves,  severally,  and  to  no  other  purpose 

For  sdary  of  the  principal  and  asmtant  librariuMi 
two  thouaand  three  hundred  dollar*. 

For  f»ntingent  ex^nwn  fjf  tbe  Lilvatj^  and  pay  «f 
messengers,  eight  hundred  dollara. 

For  the  purchase  of  boiAs  fbr  the  Libnoy  of  Coagtess 
five  thousand  dolUrs. 

FW  compensation  to  tbe  President  and  Vice  Prsndtt 
of  the  United  States,  the  Setiretary  of  State,  tbe  Seere- 
tary  of  the  Tfeasury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Navy,  and  the  Postmaster  Genetal^  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  Clerks  and  messengers  in  ttie  ofBee  of  Ow  Secre- 
tsiy  of  Slate,  nineteen  thousand  fVmr  Imndred  doBsrs. 

For  Clei4c%  maehinis^  and  messenger,  in  the  Patent 
Oflloe,  five  thousand  four  hundred  doilus- 

Fw  incidental  and  continReitt  expenses  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  including  the  printing  and  packing  tbe 
Laws,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  compiling,  printing,  and  binding  ibe  biennial  re- 
gister to  tlie  tliirtieth  September,  one  thousand  dgbl 
hundred  and  thirty-one,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutioB  of 
Coinvess  of  tirenty-seventh  April,  one  thu— and  ogbt 
hnnared  and  sixteen,  one  thousand  dqlkn. 

For  storage  of  I^ws  and  Documents,  three  hundred 
and  forty  doltara. 

Forcontingent  expenses  of  Ibe  Patent  OfBce^  towit: 
books,,  parchment,  stationaiy,  and  fuel,  and  includiBg 
extra  Clerk  hire,  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  lUrty 
dollars. 

For  repairs  and  improvements  of  grounds  and  bniUi^ 
of  the  Patent  Office,  three  hundred  and  sixty  dtdlm. 

For  compensation  of  the  superintendent  and  watdb- 
men  of  tbe  northeast  executive  building,  eight  hundred 
and  arty  dolUrs 

For  satisfying  the  clsim  of  John  Marshal^  hoe  aqtern- 
tendent  of  the  Wsr  and  Naty  buildii^one  hnndied  led 
thirty  seven  doUars. 

Vat  contiiwent  expenses  of  said  btuWi^,  indwfitg 
fuel,  labor,  elC  repairs  of  building,  engines  and  bwikett^ 
and  improvement  of  ground,  three  thouaand  three  hua- 
dred  and  fifty  dollara. 

For  compensation  to  the  Cledcs  and.  mi  ssi  ii^i  ii  io  Ae 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  IVemiiy,  fifteea  thoo- 
sand  four  hundred  dollars. 

Forcompeusatlmi  to  tbe  First  ComMvoBeref  tbeTtaa- 
sury,  three  thousand  five  hundred  daUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  meaaeegers  iacbe 
office  of  the  First  Gon^itroller,  nfaieteen  Ihousuwl  cm 
Ituiidred  dollars. 

For  compensatien  to  tiie  Second  Comiiliulkf  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  doUara. 

For  oooipensation  to  the  clerks  and  roesacMcrinAe 
office  of  the  Second  ComptRdl«r,  ten  thausanil«Brfan»- 
dr^  and  fifty  dollara. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fint  Auditer  of  the  Tress- 
ry,  three  thoassnd  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tlie  clerks  and  roeiaengcr  in  tbe 
office  of  tbe  First  Auditor,  tiiirteen  thousand  nine  ban- 
dred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
sury, Uiree  thousand  dtdbira. 

Fur.  compensation  to  the  elerlLS  and  HKiwiy,f  ta  the 
office  of  the  Second  Auditor  nxteea  Ihinimnd  bjhc  bun 
dred  dofiass. 
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For  compenntin  to  the  TliM  Auaiier  of  the  TmKi- 
r/t  three  thouiund  ddlus. 

For  compenmtion  to  the  tilorki  ami  meiMngen  in  the 
oHice  of  the  Third  Auditor,  tw«B^-ofw  thowMid  nine 
hundred  Mid  fifty  dolhn. 

For  conpeniation  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  ttf  the  Tndu 
Bury,  three  thoonnd  dollars. 

For  compoMtien  to  the  elerki  and  meMengw  in  the 
ofilceof  the  Fourth  AudibWp  teventeen  tbouauid  teren 
bundred  and  fifty  doDara. 

For  compensation  to  the  FiMl  Auditor  of  the  Tieuu- 
ry,  three  thouiand  dollan. 

For  compenaation  to  the  clerks  and  meaaenger  in  the 
office  of  the  FiAb  Auditw-,  twelve  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred doUara. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
SUtes,  three  thousand  doHara. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  menenger  in  the 
office  of  tlie  Treasurer  of  the  United  States*  six  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Treaaury, 
three  tbousawl  dolbn. 

For  cwnpentation  to  the  derlts  and  messcngen  in  the 
office  of  the  Register  of  tlie  TrcMury,  tventy  four  thou- 
nnd  tvo  hundred  doHars. 

For  compenaation  to  the  Commisiioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  three  thousand  dolUrs. 

For  compenaation  to  the  clerks  and  messengen  in  the 
office  of  the  Commisuoner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
twenty  thousand  five  hundred  dcihirai  and  for  -  tempora- 
ry derka,  to  enable  the  CcMnnuaioner  to  hnn^r  up  the 
buiinessafliisofBce,  five  thousand  doltara. 

For  th«t  eomnmtation  of  five  yean  full  pay  to  Uottotjoy 
Bailey;  two  thounnd  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 
three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  dirks  and  measeoger  in  the 
office  of  the  Solicitor  of  theTTcaiuryt  three  thounnd 
nine  hundred  and  fHlty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  expeniea  of  stationary,  printing,  and  all  otlier 
inodental  and  contingent  expenses  of  ihe  several  offices 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  the  following  several 
HiniB,  vis: 

the  office  of  the  Treasury,  including  advertivog 
utd  eztTK  Mpyin^,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  once  « the  FintComptHdlerp  one  thouKUid 
lolUrs. 

For  the  office  of  die  Second  Comptroller,  one  thou* 
nnd  dollars. 

For  the  office  of  the  First  Auditor^  d|4it  hundred 
[lollars. 

For  the  ofllce  of  tiie  Soeond  Auditor,  eight  hundicd 
loUars.  ' 

For  the  office  of  the  lliird  Auditor,  one  thounnd 
ilotUrs. 

For  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  one  thousand 
five  bundred  doUara. 

Fw  the  office  of  the  FifUi  AudiUw,  one  thousand 
lollun. 

For  the  office  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Btatea 
leren  hundred  dolhrs. 

For  the  office  of  Uie  Register  of  the  Treaiufy,  three 
thousand  dollan. 

For  the  Office  of  the  CommiasioDer  of  the  Genera] 
Land  Office,  indodhig  ctunpensation  for  maps  requir- 
ed by  resolution  of  Ac  Senate  of  twenty  third  of  Fe- 
bruary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three, 
nine  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  for  extra  aid,  daring  one  thousand 
Bdgrht  hundred  and  Ihbty,  in  the  iaaidnK  mifitvy  land 
•ov**  vttenU  feunded  on   Vii|inia  wlitaiy  Mmyi. 


and  writing  iind  re^lorAnf  fMleliU  ftr  landa  sdld,  fbur 
thousand  mUaia. 

Fur  the  office  of  the  S(4icHa^  Of  the  Treaaaijr^  Iih 
eluding  purehaae  of  laW  booksftr  that  tfftoe,  tvo  thou* 
sanddolnrs. 

For  translatiiHts^  and  fbr  transmitting  paasperta  ttA 
sea-letters,  three  hundred  doUara. 

Ftir  stating  and  pi^nrthe  pubKoaeeounto  for  the 
year  one  thousand  ngfat  nundred  and  thirty  one,  bou  ' 
thousand  four  hundred  dollafs: 

For  comprnsation  of  aopenntendent  and  watchmen 
of  the  southeast  executive  buiUing,  eight  hnndved  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  including 
fiiel,  labor,  oiU  repaira  of  building,  engines  and  buck- 
ets, and  improvement  of  a4joining  ground,-tbree  thou- 
sar^  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollm. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerfca  and  messengcts  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  twenty  one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contii^entexpensea  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  three  thousand  dollara. 

For  books,  maps,  and  plans  fbr  the  War  Department, 
one  thousand  dollara. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerics  and  messenger  in  tlie 
office  of  the  Paymaster  General,  four  ihousaiM  six  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the 
office  of  the  Comnriaaaiy  General  of  Purehaae^  fiiurthou- 
aandtwo  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenaea  of  SMd  office  eight  hundred 
dolbrs. 

For  compensation  to  the  f:lerkfc  in  Uie  office  ef  the 
Adjutant  Genera^  two  thouaand  nine  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  cmitingent  expenses  of  Mid  office,  one  tSwusand 
dollars. 

For  compensat'ion  t>  ttie  elerka  in  the  office  «f  the 
Commissary  General  of  SubMtencc,  two  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  fif^  dollan. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  including  ex- 
penses ofadvtrtini^,  two  tiiouaand  ux  hundred  dollan. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Chief  Engueer,  two  thousand  mne.  hundred  and  Gi^ 
dollars. 

For  conthtgent  expenses  of  siwl  olRee,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  seventy  doUara. 

For  drawing  instruments,  repwrtng  instnitnents,  pui^ 
chase  and  repair  of  books  and  maps,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  ninety  dollan. 

For  the  service  ttf  a  li^(^;npher.  and  for  matoiala  and 
rep^  ttK  the  lithogrqilue  press,  aiz  bundred  and  thirty 
six  dollars. 

Forarreanofthe  same,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
df^ara. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Ordnance  Of- 
fice, two  thousand  .mne  hundred  and  fifty  doUara. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  eight  bundred 
dollara.       »  »' 

For  compensation  to  tho  derk  in  the  office  of  the'Sw^ 
geen  General,  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  doUan. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  derks  in  the  office  of  the 
(Quarter  Master  General,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollara. 

For  contingeoc  expenses  of  said  offioe,  «x  bundred 
dollars. 

For  the  salary  ef  the  aupeiurtendantand  mtchnen  of 
tfa«  noMhweak  eKecutire  buikling,  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
doUacB. 
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Law  of  the  Unittd  Statti. 


For  continnnt  expeiMea  of  n'ul  building,  including 
fuel,  libor,  oil,  repun  of  b  uilJinff.  and  engiiieit,  ftnd  im- 

Srovement  of  adjoining  grofliKl,  lliree  Lhounnd  three 
undred  and  fifty  dollan. 

For  compensation  to  ihe  clerka  and  meaaengers  iii  the 
eflteeof  tbe  Secnttaiy  of  the  Navy,  eleven  iliuuiandtwu 
hundred  and  fifty  dollar*. 

For  contingent  eipenaea  of  aaid  office,  tliree  tltouaand 
dellara. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commiisioneni  of  Uie  Navy 
Board  ten  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Commission* 
OB  of  the  Navy  Board,  two  thouaand  dolUra. 

For  eumpeiwation  to  the  clerks,  dmughtanian,  and 
messenger,  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Mavy  Board,  eight  lhau«and  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  or  the  Commis- 
aionersof  the  Navy  Board,  wie  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  the  aiiliir>-  nf  the  auperiutendant  of  the  southft-eit 
eiceutive  building,  and  the  watdunaii,  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  dullm. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building.  Including 
fuel,  repairs  ot'  building,  engines,  and  improvement  trf' 
ground,  three  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compciuation  to  tlie  two  Assistant  Pustoiiuters 
Geoeial,  Ave  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the 
'  iifficeof  the  Postmaster  General,  forty-one  thousand  one 
hand  red  dnllara. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  seven  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  superintendeucy  of  the  buildings,  making  up 
bbnksand  compensation  to  two  watchmen  ai^d  one  labo- 
rer, sixteen  humired  aitd  forty  dollars. 

Fa*  compensation  to  the  extra  clerks  employed  in  tite 
Post  Office  OepsrtmoDt,  by  the  late  I'ustmasler  Gcnetal 
from  the  first  of  Janiiarj',  one  thuuiand  eight  hundred 
and  Iwciity-eight,  to  ihe  first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-nine,  four  thuusand  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  doUura,  t«-enty-a£veri  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  temporaiy  and  extra  cleiks 
employed  in  the  Pott  Office  Uepartment,  linee  the  first 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  v'tghl  hundred  and  twenty- 
lune,  to  the  thirty-first  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thiily,  fifteen  thousand  eight  humlred  and 
sixty-nine  dollars,  eight  cents. 

For  completing  the  new  Post  Office  building,  four  hun- 
dred and  eiglity-tour  dollars,  three  centb. 

For  CDmpensation  to  the  Surveyw  General  In  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  Micbijfan,  two  thousand  dollars 

For  cempensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  s^iid 
Surveyor,  two  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  South  of  Tennessee, 
two  thousand  dulUrs. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  said 
Surveyor,  including  two  hundred  dollars  of  atrean,  one 
thousand  nine  hunilred  dolla?a. 

Far  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  jn  IdimMs,  Missouri, 
■nd  ArkaIuai^  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  tlte  office  of  said 
Surveyor,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  AUbania,  ttro 
thousand  doIUn. 

For  compensation  to  tlte  clerks  in  the  office  of  said 
Sumymp  out  tbuuaand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Conunisaioner  of  the  Public 
Buildings  in  Wasliingtun  City,  two  tltouaand  dollars. 

Fur  compensation  to  Ihe  ulBcen  and  clerk  of  the  Hint, 
nine  thousand  six  hundred  ditUars. 

For  compensation  to  aasiatants  in  the  several  depart- 
nents  of  the  Hint,  includii^  extra  clerk  hire  and  lab«<- 
en^  fourteen  thousand  rix  hundred  dt^lara. 


Fm  incidental  and  contingent  expensei  »nd  repain, 
cost  of  machiiien',  lor  allowance  for  wastage  in  gold  and 
silver  coinage,  ot  the  Mint,  thirteen  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  ninety  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judgea,  and  Secre- 
tary of  the  Hicliigmii  Territory,  seven  thousand  eigM 
hundred  dollars. 

Tor  contingent  expenicK  of  the  Michigan  Territon-, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollafs. 

For  (wmpensation  stid  milc;ageof  the  member*  of  Ok 
Lepslative  Council,  pay  of  Ihe  officers  of  the  Council, 
fuel,  stationary,  and  printing,  and  repairs  of  the  legisla- 
tive hall,  includhtg  arrearages,  eight  thousand  l«o  bsn- 
dred  and  ninety  dolhirs. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and  Sccre- 
tarj-  of  the  Arkansas  Territory,  including  additional  onb- 
pciisatittn  to  each  Judge,  to  tliir.ieth  June,  one  tboiisawt 
eight  hundred  andthirty-one,  nine  tlioiiaand  four  hun- 
dred d(^Iurs. 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  Legisbtive  Coundl  uf  sud 
Territory,  five  thousand  four  liumLred  and  ten  dtMan. 

For  contingent  ezpcitsci  of  the  Arkansas*  Territory, 
ti*ee  hundred  awd  fifty  dollars 

For  incidental  expenses  of  the  Legislature  of  Arkan- 
sa%  by  act  of  t went)' -fourth  May,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight,  seven  Ituiidred  and  twenty  Uullars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Govemw,  Judges,  and  Seere- 
tary  of  the  Florida  Territory,  including  adilitionsl  com- 
pensation for  the  Judgra  fvr  extra  duly  under  the  act  uf 
twenty-thini  May,  one  thoimand  eiglit  lumdreil  an^l  twcu- 
ty-eight,  fifteen  ihousand  Uiree  hundred  and  forty-nliie 
dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Flo«da  Tcrriton.-, 
three  hurid<-ed'  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  and  mileage  of  tl>e  ncotbers  of  the 
Legislative  (^)uncil  of  Florida,  pay  of  officeni  -atid  ser- 
TanU  of  the  Council,  fuel,  atatioiiary,  prinliiis  and  dic- 
tribution  of  the  laws)  including 4wo  hundred  and fatjr- 
eight  doU^i-1  fur  arrears,  seven  thousand  six  hundred  ud 
forty  dollars. 

For  compens9tit>ii  to  the  Chief  Justice,  the  associate 
Judges  and  district  judges  of  the  United  States^neludin^ 
arrearages  arising  from  increased  siLtries  of  certain  dis- 
trict Judges  under-tlie  act  of  Uvy  twenty -ninth,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty,  eighty-seven  hundred  and 
twenty  dollars,  eigliteen  cents.  , 

For  the  salaries  of  Chief  Justice  and  associate  Judges 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  the  Judges  of  tike  Or- 
phans* Courts  of  the  said  Uiittri9t,  iiitie  thousand  fire  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  cumpsnsation  to  William  Cranch,  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  the  Uislriet  of  Columbia,  for  prc- 
paringacodc  of  civil  an.l  erimiital  Ju^iaprudence,  in  com- 
pliance with  an  act .  of  Conrresa,  approved  3901  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteenf  one  thousand 
dollars. 

Fur  compensation  to  tlie  Attorney  General  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  tour  thousand  dollars 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  ofthe  At- 
torney Genera^  etglit  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingencies  to  tlie  office  of  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, five  hundred  dollars. 

For  a  messenger  in  sjud  office,  five  hundred  dolhu%. 

For  purehase  of  book  for  office  of  Attorney  General, 
five  huiwlred  dolUrs. 

For  defhaying  the  cxptmsei  already  incurred  in  fitting 
up  the  office  of  the  Attorney  Genwal*  seven  hundred 
and  thiKy-three  dollars.' 

For  compensation  to  the  Reporter  of  the  decinona  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  one  thousand  dollaia. 

For  compensation  to  the  Oistrict  Attorneya  and  Mar- 
shal^ as  granted  by  law,  including  those  in  the  several 
Territorie%  eleven  thousand  three  biodted  doOars. 
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For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme,  Circuit, 
and  District  Couris  of  tne  United  States,  including  the 
nistrict  of  Columbia  ;  also,  for  jurors  and  wittiessss,  in 
«k)  fiT  the  fuiwls  arising  from  fines,  penalties,  and  furft-i- 
ture^  incurred  in  tlie  year  eighteen  hundred  and  tliirly 
one,  and  preceding  fears  {  and,  hkewise,  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  suits  in  which  the  United  States  are  con- 
cerned, and  of  prosecutions  for  oiTcnces  coinmilted 
agaliiat  the  United  Stales,  and  for  the  safe  keeping  pfpri- 
aooera,  oneltundred  and  ninety  tliuusand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  siindty  pensions  granted  by  Ihr 
late  and  present  tiovernmenta,  one  thousand  Mven  hun* 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Fur  the  wpport  and  maintenance  of  light- houses,  float 
ins  ^it%  beacon^  buoys,  and  stakeages,  including  the 
purchase  of  oil,  keepers'.sAlaries,  repairs  and  improve, 
ments,  and  contingent  expenses  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  thousand  one  hun:ired  and  fifly-six  dollars. 

For  building  light<hoiises  on  Little  Watt's  island.  Ma. 
n'Isnd  t  on  CJay  ialaiut^  Maryland )  at  Uie  entrance  of 
Roanoke  SouIkI,  i»  North  Qarollna ;  at  or  near  Choctaw 
Point,  ill  Alabama and  near  St.  Mark's  harbor,  in  Flo- 
rida—twenty-nine  thousand  eight  Jiundred  doIUrs,  being 
the  amount  of  balances  of  moneys  htreLofore  appmpriated 
to  the  said  objects «  which  said  several  balances  are  here- 
by re  appmpriateil  to  the  seveml  objects  specifically. 

For  tiie  salaries  of  Kegtsters  and  Receivers  of  Land 
OSces  where  there  are  nu,salca,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  two  keepers  of  the  public  archived 
in  Florida*  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  stationary  and  books  fiir  the  ofSces  of  Commusion.' 
era  of  Loans,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  Asvstant  Counsel  and  District  Attor- 
ney* under  the  act  supplementary  tu  the  several  acts  pro 
viiAng  for  the  settlement  of  private  land  claima  in  Flori- 
(U,  dated  twenty-tliird  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twen^-eight*  including  contingencies,  ei^t 
thouMBd  dollars,  including  the  unexpended  balance  of 
the  last  year's  appropriation  for  the  aarae  objects. 

Fw  the  third  payment  to  Luigi  Fersieo,  for  SUtues  for 
the  Capito),  four  thousand  dollars- 

For  altenrtioiis  and  improvements  in  the  executive 
buildings,  and  punting  thesame,  six  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  surreying  the  public  lands,  including  the  amount 
of  MTeuages  Bite  for  the  iMt  year,  one  hundred  and 
thifty  thousand  dolhu^ 

Fur  the  salaries  of  the  Ministers  of  the  United  SUtes 
to  Great3riuiii,  France,  Spain,  Kussia,  the  Netherlands, 
and  Colombis,  fifty  four  tliuusand  dollar^. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Secretaries  of  LegaGon  to  the 
same  pkc^  twelve  thousand  doUai*. 

For.  the  Mlaiies  of  the  Charg£  des  AITairea  to  Portuga), 
Denmarfc,  Sweden,  Brasil.  Duvnoa  Ayres,  Chill,  Peru, 
Mexico,  and  GuateraaU,  forty  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  outfit  of  tlie  present  Minister  to  Russia,  nine  thou- 
sand dollars. 

FiW  outfits  of  the  CUarg^  dcs  Affaires  at  Pern,  CWli, 
Bnuil,  and  Guatemala,  eighteen  thousand  dollars. 

Furtlieontfitand  sabuyt^a  Clui^  des  AAires,  for 
Oie  salary  of  a  Dn^nian  at  Constantinople,  and  fur  the 
contingent  expenses  of  tfie  Legation,  thirty-six  thousand 
five  iHindredxlolUrs  :  to  wit—For  the  outfit  of  a  Charge 
des  Affaires,  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  i  for  sa- 
lary of  a  Charge  ties  Affaires,  four  thousand  fire  hundred 
dolfatrs  I  for  sabry  of  a  Dragoman  two  IhousaAd  fire  hun- 
dred  dollars  \  for  the  conUiigent  expenses  of  the  Lega- 
tion, twen^*fire  lliousand  dollars. 

For  tiie  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse  ;  in 
addition  to  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dolUra 
hereinafter  appropriated,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand 
dfdlara-  - 
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Fur  contingent  expenses  of  a&  Ibe  miHiofis  abroad, 

twenty  tlindband  dollars. 

Fur  the  salaries  of  the  agents  \ix  claims  at  London  and 
Psris,  four  (housand  dollars. 

Fur  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Rarbary  Pow- 
en,-liiirty  ihuusnnd  dollsrs. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen,  in 
foreign  eountries,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse^ 
twenty-hve  thousand  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  dTect  the  act  of  May  twenty-ninth, 
one  thousand  eirht  hundred  and  thirty,  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  certain  diplomatic  functionaries, 
ten  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  payment  ofchibns  for  property  lost,  captured 
or  destmyeili  by  tlie  enemy,  the  bulanee  of  the  appropria- 
tion made  by  the  act  of  third  March,  one  thousand  eight 
huildred  and  twenty  five^  heretofore  carried  to  the  sur- 
plus fund,  thirty-two  thousand  serenly-tbree  dollars  and 
eigiity  centa. 

For  the  compensation  due  to  James  Parker  for  investi- 
gating the  accounts  of  Robert  .\mold,  late  Collector  of 
Amboy,two  hundred  thirty  nine  dollarsand  sixty  four  cents. 

For  the  designating  and  marking  the  boundaiy  fine 
between  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  the  district  of  Arfcan. 
'sas,  tluee  thousand  dollars  i  the  same  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

For  preparing  a  revision  of  the  former  estimates  of  the 
population  of  the  United  States,  one  thousand  dollars. 
Approved :  March  3, 1831. 

AN  ACT  making  additional  appropriatioDB  for  the  im- 
provement of  certain  liarbora,  and  removing  obstruc- 
tions in  the  moutlis  of  certain  rivers. 
Be  it  maded^  8cc.  Tliat  the  following  sums  of  money 
be,  and  the  samo  are  hereby  appropriated,  for  cufyinr 
on  and  eompledng  certain  woru  heretofiwe  commenoet^ 
to  be  paid  out  of  an^  money  in  tio/a  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  vu. : 

For  removing  obstructions  at  tlic  mouth  of  Huron  river, 
Ohio,  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

For  removing  sand  bar  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Black 
river,  Ohio^  nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  ' 
d<dlars. 

For  completing  the  improvement  of  CleaveUnd  harbor, 
Ohio,  three  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy  d<4lar8. 

For  compleUng  the  removal  of  obrtnietiona  at  the 
mouth  of  Grand  river,  Ohio,  five  ttuntsand  six  hundred 
and  d^ty  d<Jlars. 

For  completing  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  the 
mouth  of  Asbtabifla  creek,  Ohio^  senn  UiouBaiid  and  ftT- 
teen  d<^l«i. 

For  impnnrinjf  the  navigation  of  Conneaot  one^Ohio, 
six  thousand  three  hundred  and  •eren^doDsn. 

For  completing  the  improvement  of  the  Iwbor  of 
Presque  Isle,  Penn^lvaru^  one  tiioasand  seven  handRd 

dollars.  * 

Fur  improving  the  navigation  of  Genesee  river.  New 
York,  uxteen  thousand  mx  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  removing  obstnictiona  at  tlie  moutli  of  Big  Bod  us 
bay.  New  York,  seventeen  thousand  four  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  completing  piers  at  Oswego,  New  York,  two 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve  dolbrs  and  ninety- 
two  cents. 

For  claim  of  contractors  fbelosaes  b*  storms  in  eigh- 
teen hundred  andtdFenty-nine^fiveliuiiaradaodiHaeteea 
dollars. 

For  bahnee  due  oontiactors  for  said  pien^  mghtjr-fiiar 
dtdlarsand  ninety-two  cents. 

F<»  securing  the  works  ol  Oswego  haiboc;  New  Tork^ 
by  a  stone  pier-liead  and  mole,  eighteen  thousand  mx 
hundred  doUan. 
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For  cnmpletii^  the  pier,  at  the  mouth  of  Buffklo 
harbor.  New  York,  twelTc  thotuaiKl  nine  Kundred  del- 
hn. 

For  tecurinif  and  completing  the  worki  at  the  har- , 
bor  of  Dunkirk,  New  York,  nx  thousand  four  hundred 
dulhn. 

For  further  protection  aiid  preaervation  of  the  beach 
of  Frvrincetown,  MasMchuMtUi,  two  thousand  and  fifty 
dolkr*. 

For  the  nvmrt  and  completion  of  the  breakwater  at 
the  mouth  of  Herrimack  river,  Aaaaachuaetts,  sixteen 
tbousand  dollar*. 

For  completing- rep>in  to  piers  at  the  entrance  of  Ken 
nebunk  rtrer,  Maine,  one  Utounnd  one  hundred  and  ae 
▼eiitjr-6Te  dollars. 

For  compleling  the  sea  wall  for  the  pre»ervation  of 
Deerlsland,  Boston  harbor,MuBCchusetta,twelvc.thotisand 
three  hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

For  repAtring  Plymouth  beach,  Maasnehutettfl^  two 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  completing  the  breakwater  at  Hyannia  harbor, 
Massachusetts,  eight  thousand  four  hundred  dollars- 

For  removingthe  bar  at  the  mouth  of  Nantucket  har- 
bor,  Massachusetit,  ei^t  thousand  two  hundred  ami  six- 
ty fire  tMhrs. 

For  ifflproring  the  haibwa  of  New  Castle,  Marcus 
Hook,CheBter  and  Port  Penn,  in  the  Delan'are  river,  four 
thousand  dollats. 

Tor  improving  Cape  Fear  river,  below  Wilmington, 
Nottli  Carolina,  twenty-five  thoumd  seven  huadred  end 
five  dollars. 

For  canyiiq;  on  the  works  for  the  improvements  of 
Oeneock  inlet.  North  Carolina,  sevemeen  thousand 
dollars. 

For  completing  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  the  ri- 
rcr  and  han>M  of  St-  Mark's  Flfwida,  seven  thousand  four 
hundred  anJ  thirty  dollars. 

for  completing  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  the  Ap* 
palachicola  river,  Florida,  eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  arrearage  due  Major  Birch  fiv  survey  of  the  Raft 
of  Red  river,  Louinna,  one  hundred  and  eighty^rvco 
dollm  1^  fifty  cents.  ■ 

For  arrearage  dueihe  aaperintendent  of  the  works  at 
Black  Rock  barbfU',  New  York,  one  thousand  dght  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Tor  arrearage  due  for  materrals  delivered  to  the  works 
at  Dunkirk  harbor.  New  York,  seven  hundred  and  two 
dotktrs  fifty  cents. 

For  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  Dehwara  hrnkwater, 
two  hundred  and  eight  tbouaind  dollars. 

Approved,  Maroh  3, 183t. 

AN  ACT  making  apQropriations  htr  the  naval  service 
fur  the  yesr  one  tnousam'  eiglit  hundred  and  ibiity- 
one. 

Be  it  enaeied,  he.  Tl»t  the  following  sums  be,  and  they 
are  hereby r  appropriated,  lobe  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
in  tbu  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated: 

For  pay  and  subsUnce  of  iht-  officers  of  the  navy,  and 
pay  of  seanien,one  million  two  liiiiidrcdandseventy.eiglit 
thousand  ux  hundred  and  ninety-ft>ur  doHars. 

For  pay  of  supcrintendeHtSfiiaval  constructor^  and  all 
the  civil  establishment  of  the  several  Havy  yards  ami  sta- 
tions, ftf^-ieven  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty  dol- 
lata. 

For  provisions,  one  hnrMlred  seventy -three  thousaml 
four  hundred  and  nxty-tbree  dollan. 

For  repairs  of  vessels  in  (vdinaiy,  and  the  wear  and 
tear  of  vessels  in  commission,  six  hundred  and  fifteen 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

Formedidnci^  surgical  instruments,  hospital  stores,and 
other  expenses  on  account  of  the  siok,  twetity*five  thou- 
sand fiv«  hundred  dollati. 


For  repun  and  improvements  of  navy  yanfa^  two  hua- 
dred and  forty-four  thousand  dtrilara. 

Forthe  erection  of  a  wharfat  the  navy  yard  at  PeM» 

cola,  lwenty<eiglit  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  did- 
lars 

For  defraying  expenses  Uiat  may  accrue  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eiglit  hundred  and  thiit)^«M  for  the 
following  purposes,  viz : 

For  freight  and  transportation  of  mateiiala  and  stores 
of  ev^ry  description!  for  wharfage  and  dockage,  stortfe 
and  rent,  travelling  expenses  of  officeta,  and  transporta* 
tioii  of  seamen,  house  rent,  chamber  money,  and  foe^ 
and  candles  to  officer^  other  than  those  attached  to  navy 
yards  and  sta^uns,  and  for  officers  in  rick  quarteta,wlwTe 
there  is  no  hospital,  and  for  foneml  •xpcnscs;  for  c«a- 
missiohs  clerk  hire,  and  office  rent,  stariooasy  and  foel 
to  navy  «gentsi  for  |M«miums  and  iiicitlental  ejqwnsesof 
recruiting;  for  appreheltdii^;  deaerteia;  for  eosnpensstioa 
to  judge  advocates!  for  per  diem  allowances  for  persons 
attending  courts  martial  ami  courts  of  inquuyi  and  fcr 
officem  engaged  in  exti*  service  beyOfKf  the  hmits  rf 
their  sUtionst  for  printing  and  sUtionary  of  tray  de- 
scription, and  for  books,  maps,  charts,  and  mathematial 
and  nautical  instruments,  chronometers,  modeb  wd 
drawings,  for  purchase  and  repair  of  steam  and  fire  c» 
gines,  and  for  machinery;  for  purchaae  ukd  nMotenance 
of  oxen  and  horses,  and  for  carts,  timber  wbeelih  and 
workmen's  tools  of  every  description;  for  poatage  fct- 
ten  on  public  service;  forpilobge;  f«r  cabin  funutMre  rf 
I  vessels  ill  commission  ;  and  for  furniture  at  officers' 
houses  at  navy  yardsi  for  tates  on  luivy  yard*  ami  pi^ 

ftruperty;  for  asustance  rendered  to  veaacis  In  duAros; 
or  incidental  bbw  at  navy  yards,  not  appGcable  touj 
other  appropriation  i  for  coal  and  other  fuel  for  fctS^ 
foundanes,  and  steam  engines;  for  candles,  oil,  md  fori 
for  vessels  In  commission  and  in  ordinarj-j  for  repairs  rf 
magaxines  and  powder  houses;  for  preparing  nioulds  for 
ships  to  be  buNti  ami  for  no  olher  abiect  or  paspose 
whatever,  two  hundrad  anfl  fif^  thomand  dblAn. 

For  contingent  expenaev  for  objecU  arising  during  die 
year  one  Ihounnd  eight  hundnd  and  thnty-oae,  aad 
not  herein  before  enumerated,  five  tbouWMl  delbn. 

For  pay  of  the  officers,  non-eommiaiionrd  oAkci^  aw) 
privates  and  for  subsistence  of  officers  of  the  saariH 
corps,  one  hundred  and  rune  thou«.and  three  hutidred  awJ 
seventy-three  dollars;  the  pay,  suhsisteocc,  emohimeiiis, 
and  allowances  of  the  said  officeti*  now-comiaiiaioned 
officers,  and  privates,  to  be  the  lama  an  tbcy  wef«  pre- 
viously to  the  first  of  April,  one  thotnand  eight  boaMd 
and  twenty-iune. 

For  aubsislenee  for  four  hundred  and  u^-«sw  n»*>- 
commtsiioned  officer^  muueiani,  and  private^  '■^^^ 
erwomen  serving  on  shore,twcnty  thousand  one  hundred 
and  nineiy-one  dollars.  . 

Tor  clothing,  twenty  eight  theoaand  aevm  baravd  and 
sixty-five  dollars. 

Fur  foel,  nine  tboussnd  cad  niaety-^htdollan. 
For  contingent  expenses,  fourteen  Aousaad  didhi» 
"For  mtlttafy  stores,  two  thousand  dolhwa. 
For  medicine^  two  thoumd  three  hunted  mmI  sxtv- 
nine  dollsrs. 

For  carrying  in(o  eHVct-  the  acts  for  the  auppressiea 
tlie  lilave  tnide,inc1u<hng  the  support  in  theUaited  Stsles, 
and  for  a  ttrm  not  exceeding  six  months  after  ^eir  afmal 
in  Afrioa,  of  all  persona  removed  from  the  UMted  SiM' 
under  the  nid  acts,  ten  thouaand  ddbra. 

The  said  several  sums  to  b«  respectively  appfied  to  the 
several  objects  of  appropriation  abovcmentioned,  ia  »^ 
dition  to  the  unexpended  balancea  of  appr^wiatioo  i* 
similar  objects  in  the  year  one  thoiisaDcl  eight  hiiadn* 
and  thirty. 

FfMT  tlte  support  of  certain  AfHcana  brought  into  the  pf- 
of  New  Orleans  iti  the  Spanisii  schooner  Fcnu^  aad  sei 
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n  the  charffe  of  ths  MmhnI  of  tbe  eutem  dntriet  of 
^tiiirisns,  sii  thatmnd  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  their 
iipport  under  the  (lirection  of  the  Seerctitry  of  the  Navy, 
t  a  rate  not  rxceedinj*  twenty  ccuts  per  day. 

To  enable  the  Preiident  of  the  United  Statei  to  allow 
iompeiMation  to  Captain  WUGan  B*  Finch,  for  extra  ser- 
icea  and  expense  in  command  of  the  sloop  of  war  Vin< 
lennes,  in  the  years  one  thousand  ei^t  hundrrd  antl 
wenty  nin<>,  an^  one  thottaand  eight  hundred  and  tliirty, 
tve  thouaand  doUarst  the  «cooiinU  foriuch  services  and 
ixpenaea  to  be  settled  under  the  direeticm  of  tlie  Presl- 
lent. 

Fur  compensation  to  Captain  Benjamin  Pendleton  for 
noneys  paid  by  him  for  canoelling  the  charter  party, 
.nd  otttfit  and  ficmurrajife  of  the  brig  Seraph,  of  Stoning^ 
on,  for  Ilia  pay  as  a  lieutenant  of  the  Navy,  and  for  nut- 
leys  paid  by  him  to  the  ship  keeper  uf  the  said  vessel, 
bur  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars. 

For  re-buildinr  and  removinjf  the  monument  erected 
n  the  navy  ynrd  at  Wadtinglon  by  the  nflipefa  of  the 
Vmeriean  Navy,  tu  the  memory  of  tlutae  who  fell  in  battle 
n  the  Tripolitaii  war*  a  sum  not  ezeeedingf  tweaty-one 
lundred  tlollars,  Jo  be  expended  under  the  orders  of  the 
i«cretary  of  the  Navy. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaded,  I'hat  the  sum  here- 
oTore  appropriated  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  barracks 
It  Philadelphia,  and  whicli  has  passed  to  tlie  sui^lus 
und,  be,  ami  tlie  same  is  hereby,  re -appropriated  to  the 
laid  object 

Approred,  Hargh  3,  1831. 

KK  ACT  m;ikiiig  appropriations  for  carrying  on  certain 
roads  and  wnrks  of  Internal  improvement  and  for  prt>- 
viding  for  surreys. 

Beit  auteted,  Ste.  That  the  follow!n|f>nma  be,  and  tbe 
nme  are-herebjr,  apprtrtniated  to  tbe  several  objects  re- 
tpeettvely  hereni  named,  to  be  applied  duting  the  year 
me  thousand  riffht  hundred  and  thirty ;one,  the  same,  to 
>e  paid  out  of  any  money  tii  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
ippropriiated,  viz  :  . 

Fer  continuing  the  rond  from  Detroit  towards  Chicago, 
Michigan,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  contimiing  the  road  from  Detroit,  to  Fort  Grttiot, 
Michigan,  eight  thouiand  dollars. 

For  continuing  tlie  road  rnnn  Uetroit  to  Saganaw  Bay, 
:ig'ht  thousand  dollars 

For  arrearages  due  to  T.  S.  Knapp*  fmileen  dollars  and 
levenly  five  ceiiU. 

For  defraying  the  expenses,  incidental  to  making  exa- 
ninations  and  aurveya  under  the  act  of  the  tliiEtieth  day 
if  April,  one  thousand  m^t  hundred  and  twen^>fbur, 
iwen^-flve  tbaiuand  dollvs. 

For  improving  the  naviguion  of  the  Ohio  and  UiattS' 
lippi  rivers,  to  be  expended  under  the  existing  laws,  fifty 
liousaiid  dollars. 

I'hat  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifly  thousand  dollurs 
te,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to  tlie  improve* 
nentof  the  navigation  ot  the  Ohio  and  MisMsstppi  rivers 
Wjm  Pittsburg  to  Ifew  Orleans,  in  removing  the  obstruc- 
ions  in  the  channels  Ht  the  shoal  places_^and  ripples,  and 
»y  such  other  means  ss  may  be  decnied  best  for  the 
leepening  of  the  cliannels  of  the  Ohio  river,  which  said 
lum  sliall  be-expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
lent  of  the  United  States,  by  the  superintendent  appoint* 
mI  to  execute  said  works  of  improvement  i  and  the  Pre- 
ident  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  take  bond 
rith  approved  seciirily  in  fifty  thousand  dollars,  coikU. 
ionetl  for  the  faiiliful  performance  of  the  diitica  reqni- 
ed  of  him  under  such  instructions  as  may  be  given  him 
or  itie  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  said  rivers,  and 
hat  an  nfficer  of  engineer!  be  aaaoeialed  with  said  super- 
ntendeiit,  with  authority  to  suspend  thaopcmtion  of  any 


work,  or  payment  of  any  account,  until  the  order  of  the 
President  is  received. 

To  open  a  road  from  Washington,  in  Arkansas  Territo- 
sy,  to  Jackson,  in  said  I'errilory,  fifteen  thousand  dollati. 

Approved  :  March  3, 1831. 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  carrying  into  eflTect 
eeiwn  Indian  treaties. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  I'hat  the  following  suma  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the 
)-ear  one  thousand  eight  humlrcd  and  (hirty-one  : 

For  the  annual  support  of  a  school  for  the  education  of 
Indian  youth,  as  stipitlHted  for  by  the  sixth  article  uf  the 
treaty  of  tlie  fifth  of  August,  one  tliousatul  ei^^it  hundred 
and  twenty-six,  with  the  Chippewa  tribe  of  Indians,  one 
thousand  ddlars. 

For  the  ptyincnt  of  the  annuity  of  two  thousand  OoU 
lars,  and  also  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  for  educa- 
tion, as  stipulated  for  by  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the  sixteenth  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-six,  with  the  Fotawattanies,  the  annual  sum  of 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  annual  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  miller,  and 
for  furnishing,  annuslly,  one  liumlred  and  lixty  bualida  of 
salt,  under  the  sune  treaty,  one  thousand  fire  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  permanent  and  limited  annui- 
ties provided  for  by  tlie  second  article  of  the  treaty  with 
the  Potawattamies  of  the  twentieth  of  September,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  )nd  twenty-eiglit,  annually  the 
sum.of  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  tobacco,  iron,  steel,  education,  annuity  to  tbe  prin- 
cipal chief,  and  employment  of  laborers,  by  same  article 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  payment  of  permanent  annuity  under  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Miamiesof  the  twenty.tltird 
of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six, 
tffenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  iron,  steel,  tobacco,  and  laborers,  by  same  article, 
one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  support  of  the  poor  and  infirm,  and  fbr  education,, 
under  the  sixth  article  of  said  treaty,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  payment  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  erection  of 
buildings  and  improvements  at  the  Dwight  Mission  estab> 
lishment,  by  the  society  engaged  in  instructing  Cherokee 
children,  according  to  the  fifth  article  uf  the  treaty  with 
the  Cherokee  Indians  west  of  the  Hissi^ppi,  of  the  nxth 
of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty*e^ht, 
eleven  thousand  rix  ImiHlreil  and  fifteen  dollsi^  the  said 
society  agreeing  and  stipulMing  to  expend  the  amount  so 
paid  in  the  erection  of  other  bulldingaand  improvements 
for  like  purposes,  in  the  country  cewd  to  the  Cherokeea 
bv  the  same  treaty.  For  the  payment  in  full  of  the  value 
of  improvementi  abandoned  by  the  Cherokecs  of  Affcan- 
sas  who  have  emigrated  from  uie  coontiy  ceded  by  then 
by  the  treaty  afbre8aid,as  assessed  acconling  to  the  provi- 
rions  thereof,  in  addition  to  the  balance  which  nny  re- 
main of  the  sum  of  thirty^ven  thousand  dollars,  appro- 
priated by  an  act  of  March  the  second,  one  thousand 
etglit  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  forty-five  IliousamI  eight 
hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  tturty-nine  cents  :  For  pay- 
ment fV>r  five  hundred  rifies  delivered  in  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine  fer  the  eniigmting.Che* 
roxees,  including  the  coat  of  timnspartation,  seven  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Appnred,  March  3, 1831. 

AN  ACT  to  carry  into  effect  certain  Indian  Treaties. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  f^dlnwing  aums  be,  and  the 
saiiio  are  lierehy,  appropriated  to  pay  tha  expanses  in- 
curred in  negotiating,  and  lor  canying  into  effiM;t  the 
treaty  of  peace  and  friend^p,  and  the  treaty  of  ccsmmi, 
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if  Ike  {MW 


CHlctvd  SMo  at  rnme  da  Ctnat  om  the  fiAccMb  dsy  of 
JmIt<  cightcra  tianHnrd  and  tliirtjr,  vkli  the  MlMMppi 
■■lYUMiiiiwitiiiiti  nflTiiiiii.  Ihi  TIbi  ■  mil  TnTra.  TTiwiir 
htmoeB  mmI  Mowmofwe^  OOoa.  OwihMt,  Mi«oarie% 
■M  towayi  tribes  of  IndiaiM,  r'a : 

For  pmeata,  pronwoM.  p&jr  ol  enwiMiBneii  aad  ic- 
cMarjr.  tfaMpoftfltiofi,  Mil  all  other  espciMMattendhir  I 
Ike  negotiatioo  of  «m1  iicatie^  tventjf'fcur  Utoomnd  two 
hmdred  snd  fimrtecn  dotkn  and  acwttHf-two  ceota. 

For  anoaitia  Mipubled  for  by  the  fowth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  eeamon,  annually,  for  ten  yean,  viz  :  to  the  Sae^ 
three  tbouMiicl  ddlart ;  Poxea,  tlu«e  tbouaafMl  doUan  ; 
Sioux  «f  MkKJiippi,  two  thtiuMiKl  ito'tart ;  Yanetoo  aud 
Sentie  bandi^  three  thouwid  dollar* ;  OaaJiai^  two  thcNi< 
Mml  fire  bundrcd  dcHlara  i  Ottoes  and  MiaMuriea,  two 
MioaaaiMl  ftve  btindrrd  doDan  i  lowayi,  two  tbounnd 
ftvc  bwMfawd  dcrilara ;  Saea  of  H'wHiuri  ffiver,  fire  bun< 
dmldoOar*. 

For  support  of  a  blacksnutli,  ami  fortooli^  aanipulated 
the  wme  article,  anaually,  for  ten  vean,  r'lz  :  fur  tlie 
Skniz  of  HiiaiaMppi,  one  tbauaanil  dolun ;  Yancton  and 
Santia  baada,  one  thousand  dotUn  \  Oraahaa,  one  thou- 
sand doikn  t  Ottoes  and  lKimmait%  oae  thoMand  dol- 
lan;'Iovay%  t)in*4  hundred  dollars  t  Sacs  of  HisMNirt 
Wver,  seven  hundred  doltar^. 

Fora^rieiiltural  implements,  as  stipulated  by  mnear- 
tiele^  annually,  for  ten  yean,  viz  t  fur  the  Sioux  of  Uis- 
iMppi,  seven  hundred  dolUnt  Tancton  and  8an^ 
bandi^  faurhandfad  dottar^  (  Omslia^  five  hun.lreddoI- 
Wsf  Ottoes  and  Mistouries,  fire  bondred  dirffant 
Unnya,  sis  hundred  duUan  t  Sacs  uf  Ifissouri  River,  two 
huMWed  dolhra. 

For  transporution  of  aanuitiei^  tools,  and  agrieultural 
iaiple«nents,  three  thounml  two  hundred  dullan. 

For  expenses  of  education,  as  stipulated  by  the  fifth 
article,  for  ten  years,  to  be  applied  in  the  discretion  of 
the  Premdent  of  the  United  Statei,  annually,  three  thou- 
aand  dollars. 

F<v  expenses  of  runnii^  the  lines  as  Arreed  by  fbe 
seventh  article  of  said  treaty,  nine  thousaiKrclollan. 

8ec.  3.  Jnd  be  ii  fwiktr  enacted^  That  the  following 
Vimi  be,  and  the  tame  are  hereby,  appropriated  to  carry 
into  effect  tlie  ■upplementary  article,  concluded  at  Coun- 
cil Camp,  nn  James*  Fork  of  White  River,  Hissouri.  the 
twenty-fourth  of  September^  eighteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-nine, to  the  treaty  with  the  Delawares  of  the  thlnl  day 
of  October,  ei|^hteen  hundred  and  ds^teen,  viz  : 

For  fumiihuig  forty  horses  fur  the  Uebwares,  one  thou- 
sand  six  hundred  doflan. 

For  expense  of  six  wagois  and  ox  teams  to  asiiut  lliem 
tn  reOMvinjf,  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  doI> 
Im. 

For  expense  of  farming  utensib,  am)  toob  for  biulding 
bouses,  four  Uiousand  dollars. 

For  provisions  on  their  journey,  and  one  year  after 
their  removal  to  their  -new  country,  forty-five  thousand 
dollars. 

For  building  a  griiit  and  saw  mill,  three  tliuusand 
dollars. 

For  the  paynuht  of  tite  perminent  annuity  to  the  Del- 
awarcB,  one  thouMud  dotbrs. 

For  etpenses  of  surveying  the  lines  of  the  land  as* 
lugiied  to  the  OeUwurea  by  said  article,  four  tliousaiid 
one  hundre<l  ami  nine  dollars  and  eighty-one  cents. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaetedt  That  Uie  aforesaid 
sums  of  mone^  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasu- 
ry not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec  4.  And  be  H  farUur  enacted.  That  fitr  carrying 
into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  Ulioctaw  tribe  uf  fndbns, 
eonoluded  it  Dancing  Habbit  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  eight  hundre<l  and  thirty,  the  sum 
of  ei^ty  thousand  two  nundreil  and  forty  eight  dollan 
are  hereny  appropriated,  to  witj 


Fcr  Mbnea  to  cUeftaad  othen.  sad  aals  ef  elolhca 
and  bfwadaWMSds  for  lanctv-eiae  cspAiaa  aa  ssipnbted  by 
fifteenth  ankle,  nine  Thiiii'Mnd  five  h—wWd  and  aiaetj- 
tbreedoSars. 

Far  cxpeaaes  hi  fidfiKag  the  vdcnlh  aetide  ■■  ceb- 
tiua  to  cattlr,  tvchre  thoaaawl  five  iMadred  ddhn. 

Faredcea&«  assripwistwl  bgrtbe  fLliHh  artide. 
tea  thousand  doBan. 

For  baildnig  couaeS  bswei^  hniun  fix-  chieK  ud 
churches,  as  stipulated  by  the  wamt  artide^  tew  thnawwl 
doUan. 

For  eapenaes  of  tcachesiv  libilsmilhi  a«d  Aops.  and 
a  nuH  wngbl,  by  the  snaK  mMk,  fifwthuimaaJ  five  haa- 

dreddoUara. 

For  Uanket^  rifles^  aaMMtai6an,  axei^  boe^  pleaghs, 
spinning  wheeb,  cards,  Iooom^  iron  and  atee^  tvn^ 
seven  thousand  six  Imndrcd  and  fifty-Are  dalbn. 

For  tnnsportation  and  coodngeaaea^  five  thewnad 
doflan :  which  said  apprupciation,  to  cany  Mio  cfleet  the 
said  treaty  with  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Imfiaaa,  dnfi  be 
paid  out  of  any  awney  ia  the  Treaawy  not  otherwiae  ap- 
propriated. 

Apprared:  Steeh^  1831. 

AN  ACT  nuking  appfopriationa  fiir  the  viECnry  service 
for  the  year  one  thoiuand  eight  hu  ndicd  and  ihiriy^one. 

Be  it  enadeit  (ie.  That  the  fi>ttovii^auilw  be.  aad  the 
same  are  hereby,  appntpriatad,  to  be  paid  ant  of  any  un- 
appropriBicd  money  in  the  Trassur/,  tat  the  aerriee  of 
the  miDlary  estabfislimentfor  ^  year  one  thonmnd  afht 
hundred  and  thir^-on^  viz: 

For  pay  of  the  amy  and  aubsbtence  of  the  oAcen, 
one  million  one  hundred  and  eight  thousand  sis  hundreit 
and  twelve  dollars. 

For  fura^  fiw  officer^  for^-eight  thousand  tox  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  dollars. 

Fordothtngfur  the  sorvaitts  of  Bfikcrs  twenty-two 
thouaad  two  hundred  and  ninety  daUar^ 

For  tubsistenee,' exclusive  of  that  «f  oOcer^  in  ad£- 
tion  to  ui  unexpended  habnce  of  aeventy-five  thnamiiil 
dt>lbr%  two  hundiwd  and  sixty-six  thotaand  three  b«a> 
died  dolbrs. 

For  clothing  uf  tlie  vmy,  camp  enuipage,  eooki^ 
utenatb,  and  hospital  furmtuce,  in- addition  to  antcndi 
and  elnthing  on  liaikl,  amoanting  to  e^ty-fire  thfnrr*^ 
doUan,  one  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  seren  hnadred 
and  fi>r(y -seren  doUan. 

For  the  Madieal  and  He^ntal  Department,  thbfy  tfaea- 
sand  dolbrs. 

For  various  expenses  in  the  QiiartMTOSster*s  Depart- 
ment, viz  :  For  foel,  forage,  straw,  elationaiy,  blanfc%  le- 
pairing  of  i^Mrs'  quarters,  barrnelcibitatc-boaaea,  and 
bospiuls  )  for  erecting  temporary  eaotonmcnls  snd  gna- 
houses;  for  rent  of  quarters,  store-hoasea,  and  bnd  ;  tat 
postage  uf  letten  on  ptdilie  aerrioe  i  fiv  ei^enaes  of 
courts  martial,  including  cmnpensation  of  judge  anhra- 
cates,  members,  atid  witnesses  i  for  extra  pay  to  aDldien 
employed  on  extra  bbor,  under  -die  act  of  Itarcb  Bccaad, 
one  thousand  eight  huncbed  and  nineteen  t  for  expenses 
of  expresses,  escorts  to  pi^masters,  and  othttr  coatliacen- 
gcncies  of  the  f^^xiexruKkXti^*  Depaitraei^  two  hnnned 
and  twenty-six  thousand  eight  hundred  doUan. 

For  traiisporlalioii  of  officer's  baggq{e»  and  dowsace 
for  travel,  in  lieu  of  transportation,  »id  iae  per  Aoa  al- 
lowance to  oflScen  on  topographical  duty  fifty  sevea 
thousand  dolbrs. 

For  transportation  of  clothing,  subiisteQce,  ofdaaDcr. 
and  of  lead  from  tha  minei^  and  for  transpoitniiaa  sfne 
army,  and  fonds  fl>r  pay  of  tlie  army,  inrwdii^  Ae  ane* 
ral  cunlingencies  and  itemk  of  expemlitare  at  the  vte- 
ml  stations  ami  garrison*,  iisimlly  estimated  under 
head  of  transportation  of  the  irvny,  one  fa«>i^ed  snl 
ten  thousand  dolbrs. 
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[Slit  Com.  9dS>M. 


FW  the  comptMion  of  the  bameks  «t  Fort  Winnebk' 
go,  fiv«  thoiuftiitl  tloilsn,  beiiifir  the  balance  of  an  ap- 
propriation heretolbre  made  for  the  erection  of  bar- 
racka  at  Green  Ba/,  and  nut  needed  fur  that  aenrioc, 
which  balance  is  hereby  transferred  and  appropriated  to 
the  punioae  abore  nanted. 

Pur  tbe  payment  of  cerliiii  mounted  voUnteera  (rf  tlie 
Territory  of  Arkanaaa,  wliilat  in  the  aervioe  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea*  in  the  year  one  ihounnd  ei^t  hundred  and 
twenty-ei^t,  tlie  turn  of  'five  hundred  and  eighty  doilan 
and  etghty-tliree  ecnia. 

For  tlie  payment  of  the  claim  uf  thr  State  of  Miaaouri 
against  the  United  States,  for  the  aervicca  of  lier  militia 
againat  the  Iiidiaiu^  in  tbe  year  one  thouaand  eight  hun- 
dred and  Iwcnty-nine,  the  aun  of  nine  thouaand  and 
eighty^re  doilan  and  ftffy^iMir  eentr:  Prgttied,  lliat 
the  Secretary  of  War  diall,  upon  'a  full  inreaUgation,  be 
ntia&ed  that  the'  United  States  are  liable  fur  tbe  payment 
of  tlie  aakl  militia,  under  the  lecond  paragraph  of  the 
tenth  section  ofUia  Hmt  article  of  the  ComrtituUonof  tlie 
United  Sutea. 

For  defraying  the  eipenaea  vi  tba  Board  of  Visiten 
at  West  Point,  iytcen  hundred  dtrfbra. 

For  fbel.  forage,  stationaiy*  printing,  tran^KWtaUun, 
and  postage  for  the  Military  Academy,  eight  thouaand 
four  hundred  dollars. 

For  repairs  and  impravemeDts  of  buikiiiiga  and  grouuda 
at  West  Point  three  thouaand  four  hundred  ^loUaia. 

For  pay  of  ailjutant^jjkrfc  and  (laattenuater*a  clerk, 
itine  hundred  dollara. 

For  increase  and  cxpenaei  of  the  library,  fourteen 
hundred  dolLtrs. 

For  i^ilosoplueal  appantn%  two  Ihounnd  doHui. 

For  madela  for  fbrtifteationa^  one  thouaand  eight  hun- 
dred dotUra. 

For  models  fbr  drawing,  for  repairing  instmment^  fur 
chemical  and  mineralogiod  apparatus,  aevcn  hundred  and 
fifty  doUara. 

FW  miieeUaaeoas  items  and  jnddental  expenses  of  the 

Academy,  one  thouaand  rix  hundred  dollars.  - 

For  fuel  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  two  thouaand  three  hun- 
dred dnltars. 

Fw  eontingenciea  of  the  armr,  ten  thousand  dollat*. 

Ftnr  the  national  armories,  three  liundretl  and  sixty 
thousand  doUara. 

For  tbe  armament  of  the  fortifications,  one  hundred 
thousand  d<rftars. 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  scnrice,  six- 
ty-eight thousand  dollars. 

For  arsenab,  nineiy-four  thousand  four  hundred  dol- 
lara. 

.  For  the  recniitii^  sen  ice,  thirty-five  tliousind  six 
hundred  and  nine^«x  deUan^  in  addition  to  an  unes- 
pernled  balance  of  fbur  thousand  dollars 

For  eontineent  ezpenaes  of  the 'recruiting  aerrice,  fif- 
teen thouaand  nine  hundred  and  tifly-two  dollars,  in  ad- 
dition to  an  ttnrxpended  balanee  of  five  thousand  dollars. 

To  Thnnuw  FitageraUl,  an  invalid  pensioner^  two  hun. 
died  and  eighty-four  dollars  twenty-two  cents,  being  ar- 
rearagM  of  pennon  dite  hi»  by  law. 

FW  airearages  pnor  to  the  first  day  of.  July,  one  thou- 
aand e'vbt  hundred  and  fifteen,  five  thouBanil  dollars. 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to  pay  for  medals  to 
be  distributed  amongst  the  Indian  chiers,'three  thousand 
dollars. 

For  completing  tiie  Harahill  Road  in  Maine,  and  mak- 
ing bridge*  on  the  same,  five  thousand  tlcdlara. 

For  tho  (hrtlier  extension,  and  the  eompletion  of  the 
walls  and  embankments  fw  oonm^'ing  water  fai  tlie  worka 
at  Harper's  Ferry  Armory,  Vii^nia,  aeven  thoasand  five 
hundred  dollati. 

Approved,  March  3,  1831. 


AN  ACT  far  the  reScf  of  certain  inaolrent  debtm  of 
the  United  States. 

Bt  UtrmeUd,  &c.  That  any  person  who  was  an  tosoU 
vent  debtor  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  last,  and 
who  is  indebted  to  the  United  States  for  any  supi  of  mo- 
ney then  due,''whieh  he  is  un^le  to  pay,  unless  such  per- 
son  be  indebted  as  the  principal  in  atl  official  bond,  or  for 
public  moner  received  by  him,  and  not  paid  over  or  ac- 
counted for  according  to  law,  or  for  any  fine,  forfeiture, 
or  penalty,  incurre<l  by  tbe  viofaitioa  of  any  law  of 
sf  the  United  States,  may  make  application  in  writing, 
under  oath  or  affinnation,to  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasu. 
r/,  for  tbe  purpose  of  obtiuniiig  a  release  or  discharge  of 
the  said  debt  t  which  applicatmn  ahail  state,  aa  near  as 
may  be,  the  time  when  the  applicant  became  insolvent, 
bow  soon  thereafter  he  made  Known  his  inwlTeii^  to  bin 
creditors,  the  cause  er  causes,  aitd  the  amount  of  such 
Initolven^  \  and,  also,  atl  the  estate,  real  and  personal, 
which  the  said  applicant  owned  at  the  time  of  his  insol- 
vency, and  the  manner  in  which  such  estate  has  been  dis- 
posed of  t  sntl  what  estate,  if  any,  he  has  since  owned^ 
and  atill  owns. 

Sec  3.  JInd  be  U  fwrOut  enaelei^  That  the  Secretary 
fif  the  Treasury  is  hereby  directed  to  transmit  to  the  Dis- 
trict Attorney  of  the  United  Stutes  for  tiie  District  or 
Territory  within  which  Uie  said  applicant  sluU  re«de,  a 
certificate  copy  of  tbe  said  application,  with  auch  inatrtic- 
tions  as  he  may  think  proper  i  and  it  alull  be  tlie  duty 
ot  the  said  District  Attorney  to  lay  the  said  copy  of  such 
application  before  tbe  Commiakiooer  or  CMnmidwunera  of 
insolvency  tu  be  auMiinled  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  to 
appear  uld  act  befan  them  aa  counael  in  behalf  uf  tho 
United  'States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  furlhfr  enacted^  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorised  and  directed  to  ap- 
point any  number  of  cwmmissioiicrs  of  insolvency  he  ma/ 
thhik  proper,  not  exceeding  three  in  eacU  jutucial  ]>ia- 
trict  or  Tetritofy  of  A«  United  Siatea,  who,  before  they 
enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  appointment,  ahidl  sever- 
alty take  an  oath  or  affirmation  bt^ore  one  of  the  Juscicea 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  before  any  Judge  of  a  District 
Court  of  thA  United  States,  tUst  they  will  faithfiiUy  exe- 
cute the  trust  committed  to  them  :  and  it  sliall  be  the  du- 
ty of  the  said  commissioiier  or  commissioners  to  proceed 
publicly  to  examine  the  books,  papers,  and  vouchers 
eadi  or  tlw  kaid-applicams  i  and  they,  or  either  of  them, 
shall  also  be  autlionxed  to  examiite  each  uf  tiie  said  ap- 
plicants, ur  any  «ther  person  or  person^  upon  oath  or  tf- 
nrmation,  touchinfi  tlie  snid  ap|)lication  ;  and  it  shall  bo 
the  duty  of  tlie  said  commlanoner  or  commiaaioners  to 
makes  re|>ort,in,writing,toUic  aaidSecretary.of  tbe  result 
uf  their  examination  in  each  case,  therein  particularly 
stating,  as  near  as  may  be,  tlie  time  when  the  applicant 
baeime  inMOlvent,  how  soon  thereafter  .he  made  known 
his  Insolvency  to  his  creditors,  the  cause  or  causes,  and 
the  amount  of  sucli  inadvency  \  and,  also,  all  the  estate, 
real  and  personal,  which  tlie  said  applicant  owned  at  the 
time  of  his  inaolveno)',  ami  the  maimer  in  wliich  such  es- 
tate has  been  diaposed  of  i  and  witat  estate  if  any,  he 
has  since  owned,  and  atiU  owna. 

Sec.  4w  4adbtU  futthtr  miadtd.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  after  he  ahall  have  received  the  report 
of  the  aaid  coinmissionrr  or  commissionen,  shsU  proceed 
to  examine  the  circumstanors  of  each  case  {  and  if  it  shiUl 
liavc  been  proved  tu  hia  satisfaction  that  the  auid  debiur  is 
unable  tu  psy  the  said  debt  or  debts  which  he  owes  to  the 
United  Sutes;  \\vA  he  hath  done  no  act  fiwuduleiitly  to  de- 
prive the  United  States  of  their  legal  priority  j  that  be 
lias  not  been  guilty  of  any  fraud,  nor  made  any  convey- 
ance of  hisesUte,  real  or  personal,  in  trust  for  hiuut-lf,  ur 
with  an  intent  tc  defraud  the  United  Stales,  or  whereby 
to  expect  any  benefit  or  advaiiU^a  tu  himself  or  fiuiiily  : 
then  and  in  that  ease,tiie  said  Secretary  may  compromise 
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Lmet  of  the  UhUedJSata. 


wKhthewucldebtortupoamich  leriMand  conditiiHisMhe 
iMy  think  reuoiutble  ami  proper  under  M  the  oireum- 
■taneet  af  tbe  euei  and  may  exeeote  a  releaae  to  him  or 
her  for  the  amount  of  the  nid  debt  or  debit  whidk  be  or 
■be  may  owe  to  the  UiUted  Statei  t  «'hlch  taid  retea«e 
^m11  contain  a  recital  that  the  foregoing  particulars  have 
been  saticfiutorily  proved  to  the  niil  Secretary  :  Proni- 
ded,  kowaer,  that  the  Mid  releaae  shall  he  rendered  null 
urt  nMt  it  'A  ^alj  at  any  time  be  aaoertained  that  tlie 
mad  insolvent  debtor  bath  obtained  the  same  upon  false 

"fee  5.  Jtud  he  it  further  enatUdp  That  if  tbeaaidinsol- 
vem  debtor,  or  any  other  person,  sliall  falsely  uke  an 
oath  or  affirmation  under  this  act,  he  or  site  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  petjuty,  and  dull  sufier  the  paius  and 
penalties  in  that  ease  proviUod. 

Sec  6.  .AndbeitfwTtker  ena^td,  Tltat  each  of  the  said 
commiMionera  of  inaulrennr  sbidl  receive  five  doUan  per 
day  far  eaeh  day  they  sliau  tie  actually  employed  in  the 
perfbrmance  of  their  duty  under  thiaact ;  which  sum  to- 
gether witi)  the  actual  expenae  incurred  for  ottice  rvnt 
and  all  other  contingencies,  provided  the  same  alwU  not, 
in  the  whole,  exceed  two  dollara  per  day,  sliall  be  appor- 
tioned among  tbe  several  applicants  by  the  said  eommis- 
lioner  w  commissioner^  under  the  direction  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasufy,  according  to  the  time  occupied 
IQ  the  invettigation  nf  each  case  {  and  each  of  the  said 
applicants,  immediately  after  the  investigation  of  his  or 
her  case  shall  be  completed,  by  the  commtsaioiier  or  pum- 
missionen,  and  before  the  report  ahall  be  traiifmilteil  to 
the  nod  Secretary',  fchsU  pay  his  or  her  respective  propur- 
tiiMia  of  the  lame  :  ud  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  tbe  witl 
eomndssiener  or  commisttonert  to  timnsndt  wltK  his  or 
their  repoit,  in  each  case,  a  statement,  under  oath  or  jif- 
flrmatioii,  to  the  auid  Secretary,  of  the  time  actually  ac- 
cupied  in  the  investigation  thereof  and  the  amuimi  wliich 
they^allhav«  receive  from  the  said  applicant. 

Sec  7.  And  bt  it  furlher  emuted,  'I  liai  the  compcMsa- 
tion  to  be  pi^  to  iho  District  Attorney  of  «acli  tuslrict 
md  territory  diall  be  live  dollan  fur  each  day  be  sbatl 
be  actually  emploj  ed  under  the  pronsioos  of  this  act. 

Sec.  8.  jMoeitJwthee  aiae/ed.  That  it  sludi  be 'the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  'I'reasury  t«  report  annually 
to  Uungreaa  the  namcri  of  the  applicants  under  Uiis  act, 
and  tbe  nature  and  amount  of  the  debt  or  debts  due  from 
each  to  the  Uiiiteil  States  t  and,  also,  the  naihes  of  those 
who  shall  have  (ri>tainvd  releases,  tt^tlter  witli  the  terms 
flf  eompromiae  in  eaeh  case. 

Sec.  9.  Mdheitfurtiurmaded,  That  the  turn  of  fire 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  sums  istierebvappropriated, 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  nut  ctlierwise  appropriated, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  efl*ect  the  provisions  of 
this  act. 

Sec  10.  M  be  it  further  enaded.  That  tiris  act  sliall 
continue  la  foree  ibr  three  yean  and  no  longer. 
Approved:  March 3,  1^1. 

AN  ACT  for'the  coniinnation  of  the  Cn'mberland  Road 
in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 
Seit  inadedy  &c.  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand  doltiira  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropruted,  for 
Ute  purpose  of  opening,  grading,  and  nnaking  the  Cum. 
berhuul  road,  westwardly  of  Zanesville,  in  tlie  State 
of  Ohio  ;  and  tint  the  >.um  of  nine  hundred  xnd  fifty  dol- 
Urs  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  itpprupnated  for  repairs 
on  the  said  road  during  tlie  year  one  thoussnd  eight  hun- 
dred and  thiKy  {  and  also  ihe  further  sum  of  two  tliou- 
gand  scv|n  hundred  <loUars,  to  be  expended  uitdcr  the 
directions  of  tlie  Seorctaiy  of  War,  in  completing  the 
payments  to  individuals  fur  work  heretofore  done  un  tlte 
CundMrland  road,  east  of  Zanesville,  in  the  State  uf  Ohio^ 
under  the  directioiia  of  the  superintendent  of  said  road,  or 
a«  uiucb  of  said  sum  as  may  be  found  necessary  fiir  that 


purpose  I  abn  for  (he  p'ayntent  of  arrearages  for  the  sor- 
rey  of  the  said  roatl  from  Sanesrille  to  Uie  capital  of  Hit- 
soiiri,  two  iHindred  and  sixty-five  dollara  ami  e«gfaty.five 
cenN  I  and  that  the  sura  of  teventjr-five  thotMarwl  doOan 
liL*.  and  Ae  sanie  is  hereby  nppropriated,  for  the  purpose 
of  opening,  grading,  and  bridging,  the  Cumberiood  Rnad, 
in  the  Stale  *of  Indiana,  including  a  bridge  over  While 
River,  near  indianopdis,  and  |wogreasing  with  the  work 
to  the  eastern  and  weatern  bminuriea  of  said  State  i  a>iil 
(hat  the  sum  of  •rixty.nx  tlmiisand  dcdkitbe,  and  tbeauM 
is  hereby  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  opening « grad- 
ing, ami  bridging  the  Ctiml>erland  Road,  in  the  Slate  of 
llliiKHS  ;  which  sums  shall  be  paid  oiit  of  any  HKmey  not 
otherwise  appmpnated,  and  replaced  oat  or  the  fitnd  rr* 
s^rve<l  fi>r  laying  out  and  making  roads  under  the  flirec. 
tiun  ofCongrrss,  by  the  several  acts  passed  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  Stf.tea  of  Uliio,  Indiana,  and  IlBfioia^  into 
ihe  Union,  on  afi  equal  fitoting  with  the  Or^nal  States. 

Sec  Jndie  it  further  enadalt  TYmt,  for  ihe  imme; 
diale  accnmplirfiment  of  these  objects,  the  aHpettoleBd- 
ents  heretofore  appointed,  or  hereafter  to  be  appnirted, 
in  the  States  of  Ohio,  litdiana,  and  Illinois  dnlU  under 
the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  sepa- 
rately ihiper!ntei>d,  in  a  faitliful  manner,  auoh  pints  of 
suid  road  as  may  be  deagnated  to  eac^  and  disburse  the 
money,  each  giving  boiM  and  aeeurity  at  he  riiall  direct, 
awl  I'hall  recMve  s«ich  compensation  as,  in  hia  opiQi«ai, 
shall  be  equitable  and  just,  not  exceeding,  to  eac^  that 
heretofore  allowed  by  law  to  tb«  auperintttidmt  of  the 
Cumberlaiul  Rnad,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Approved:  March  3,  1831. 


AN  ACT  making  provision  for  a  wbacriptlon  to  a 
ptUtion  ol'  Ctmgresdoaal  l>acuments. 

Be  it  aiadrd,  &c.  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representative)!  hereby  is  authorized  an<I  directed 
to  subscribe  for  seven  hundred  and  fifty  co{Me3i  of  ibe 
Cfimpilation  of  Congressional  documents  proposed  to  be 
published  hy  Gales  &  Seabmt  Provided,  That  the  dooa- 
ments  shall  be  selectetl  under  tite  direction  of  the  SeOe- 
taiyoftbeSeiMiteandtiieClerkof  tbe  House  of  Bepic- 
senutivet:  ./Snd  promdtdt  oho^  That  tlie  prioa  paid  for 
the  printing  of  the  said  copies  shall  be  at  a  tattt  not  ex- 
ceeding tlwt  of  the  priee  paid  to  the  printer  of  Goi^rcw 
for  printing  the  document*  of  the  two  Umiae^ 

Approved,  MarohS,  1831. 

AN  ACT  malung  appropriations  for  the  ladiw  Dqiart- 
ment  for  the  year  fine  thousand  eight  faiiadred  nd 

thiriy-one. 

Bt  it  enaded^  &.e.  That  tlie  fbUowii^  suma  be  appio. 
priated.  to  be  paitl  out  of  any  unappropriated  money  ia 
the  1'reMury,  for  the  Indian  Uepartfnent,for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  vis.t 

For  pay  of  tlie  Superintendent  of -Indian  Afbin  at  St. 
Louis  and  the  seversl  Indian  sseiM,aa  anUMriseU  by  kv. 
twenty.nlne  thousand  five  hundred  doUara. 

For  pay  of  sub-«gents,  aa  authorised  by  lav,  nineteea 
thousand  five-  huncmd  dollars. 

For  presents  to  Indians,  as  authorized  by  Ui«  ad  of  one 
thotisand  ctglit  hundred  and  tuelve,  fifteen  thoMaod 
dollars. 

'  Forpay  of  Indino  intcmrelers  and  transUl«ncjnplo}'«A 
at  the  several  superintendenctes  and  agencies,tw«aty-oBe 
thousand  Ave  hundred  antl  iweniy-five  d<dlarB. 

For  pay  of  gun  and  blacksiniUis,  and  tbrir  asMstaaU, 
employed  within  the  superintendeneies  and  agcades, 
under  the  treaty  provisiona  and  the  orders  of  tiw  Secre- 
tRiy  of  War,  eighteen  thounnd  three  handled  sad  foriy 
dollars. 

Fur  iron,  itee^  coal,  and  other  expenses  attenduQiK  the 
gun  and  blacksmith's  aht^  five  thousand  fburlmmlKd 
and  (wcnty'«x  dollsrs. 
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[31st  Coa«.  2a  8xsa. 


For  e^>enK  of  tmuoorUtion  and  divtributiort  of  IntUan 
■anuitieiininethotUMMntne  hundred  and  6fty-ni»e  dollars. 

For  expe'nae  of  provmoM  for  Indians  M  the  distribu- 
tion of  annuities  while  on  visits  of  busiiiei»  with  the  dil- 
tcrent  Buperintendents  and  agents,  and  when  assembled 
on  business  eleven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety 
doltan. 

For  conlinfenciea  of  the  Indian  Department,  twenty 
thoiuand  dcrfbis. 

For  expenses  incurred  in  surveying  the  nortli-weatem 
boundiiry  lines  of  the  Uiami  and  Potawatimie  ceanona 
by  treaties  of  sixteenth  October,  one  thousand  eight  hun* 
dred  and  twenty -six,  and  twenty  third  October,  one  tiion- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-^*  two  hundred  and 
twenty-se%'en  dollars. 

For  surveying  and  dividing  the  reservation  granted  to 
the  half-breed  Sacs  anil  Foxes  by  the  treaty  of  fourth 
Augua^  one  tlxmsuid  right  hundred  and  twenty-four^ 
two  thmisand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  claims  for  Indian  deprc- 
tUtions,  heretofore  allowed  at  the  Department  of  War, 
one  thousand  three  hundred  dullart. 

For  payments  made  for  provisions  and  necessary  assist- 
ance to  Indians  enugrating  to  the  West,  and  to  those 
tribes  now  settled  on  or  near  the  Kansas  river,  west  of 
the  HiwHiri,  in  adcfition  to  the  appropriation  bereloiure 
made  for  that  object  by  act  of  ninth  Hay,  one  thouMud 
eight  hundred  and  twenly*eight,  three  thousand  fire 
hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars  eighty-six  cents. 

For  provisions  and  other  assistance  to  Indians  remov- 
ing to  the  West  from  Obio^  Indiana,  llUiius^  and  Missou- 
ri, required  in  one  thousaiwl  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
one,  five  thousand  dulbuv. 

For  building  houses  fur  Indian  agents,  aub-agents, 
blacksmith's  utops  in  all  the  several  agencieB,  seven 
thousand  dulUrs. 

Sec.  2.  jTidlte  itfurlher  enacted.  That  the  following 
sumSfCarried  to^the  surplus  fund,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  ycv,  bei  and  the  same  are  hereby  appro 
priatcd,  viz:  - 

for  additional  expense  at  the  Red  river  agency,  per 
act  of  ninth  May,  one  thousand  ci^t  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-eight, tlurteen  hundred  dollars. 

For  extinguisltment  of  the  title  of  the  Creeks  to  land 
ill  (ieorgia,per  act  twenty-sixth  May,  one  thuusand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-four,  balance  r«-appropristed  (wen- 
ty-first  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  four 
tlioumnd  nine  hundred  and  eighty  .nine  dolnn  and  fif^y-' 
seven  cents. 

For  claims  iganut  the  Osagea,  by  ciUzens  xif  the  Unit- 
ed States,  per  set  third  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
iiineteeii,  bsUnce  re-appropriale<l  twenty-first  Harcb, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eiglit,  eight  buiiflrcd  and 
tliirly-fuur  dollars  ami  fifty  cents. 

For  extingubhnieut  of  the  claims  of  the  Oherokees  to 
their  lands  in  Geuira,  per  act  niiiUi  May,  one-tliouMnd 
ci^it  hundred  and  twenty-mght,  fbrfy«x  thousnnd 
uite  hundred  and  four  d<rilan  and  fifty  cents. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  trealy  concluded  with  the 
C^reefcs,  fifteenth  November, eightevii  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-seven, per  act  twenty-fburth  Hay,  eighteen  huiKlretl 
aiul  twenty-eight,  AHir  lIuMisaiid  eight  hundred  and  fifiy- 
aeven  dolUts. 

Ff>r  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  of  sixth  May,  eigh- 
teen iMindred  and  twenty-eight,  with  the  Cherokee  In- 
dinm,  for  tlicir  removal,  &c.  from  Georgia,  per  acttwen- 
ty-f ntrth  )tay,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twfiity 
etglit,  fifly-niiie  thousand  one  hundred  an<l  thirty-four 
dollars  and  ninet«en  cent*. 

For  expense  of  Indian  delegations  to  explore  the  coun- 
try west  of  tbe  Mississippi,  per  act  twtrnty-finirth  May, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  one  hundred  and 
fifiy-ninc  dirflm. 


For  running  tiie  Indian  boundary  line  in  Florida,  pe^ 
act  twenty-nzth  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  twei^- 
four,  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  dolUra  and  fotty^iiimi 
cents. 

For  purchasa  of  Creek  and  Cherokee  reaervationi^ 
per  act  second  March,  ei^teen  hundred  and  twenty' 
three,  twenty-one  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  treating  with  the  Choetaws  and  ehic.> 
ksBsws,  for  extinguishment  of  their  title  to  lands  within 
the  limits  of  Mississippi,  per  act  twentieth  May.  ei^ 
teen  hundred  and  twenty-six,  ux  hundred  and  WOf  eight 
dollars. 

Approved,  Marah  3, 1831. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  oflencM 
committed  in  cutting,  destroying,  or  removing  live  oak 
and  oUier  timhef,  of  trees  reserved  for  navrf  purpoaeA- 
Be  it  aiaOedt  &c.  1'hat  any  penon  ix  penona  shall 
cut,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  cut,  or  aid.  assist,  or  be  em' 
ployed  in  cutting.orshall  wantonly  destroy,wcaute  or  pre 
cure  to  be  wantonly  deatroyed,or  aid.  assist,  or  be  employ- 
ed in  wantonly  destroying  any  live  oak  or  red  cedar  tree 
or  trees,  or  other  timber  sUnding,  growing,  or  being  on 
any  lands  of  the  United  States,  whtcli,  in  pursuance  of 
any  law  passed,  or  hereafter  to  be  passed,  shall  have 
been  reserved  or  purchased  for  tbe  use  the  United 
States,  f^  supplyii>g  or  furnishing  therefVom,  timber  for 
the  navy  of  the  UiiitetfBlates  t  ot  if  any  penon  t»  pei^ 
sons  stiall  retnove,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  removed,  or 
aid,  or  assist,  or  be  employed  in  removing  from  any  such 
IsikIs  which  shall  have  been  rescri'cd  or  purchased  as 
aforfsaid,  sny  live  oak  or  red  cedar  tree,  or  trees,  or 
other  tiin1>er,  unless  duly  autliorized  so  tu  du,  by  order, 
in  writing,  of  a  wmpetent  officer,  and  for  the  use  of  the 
navy  of  Uic  United  Stales  t  or  if  any  penon  or  persons 
sliafl  cut,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  cut,  or  aid,  or  as^rt» 
or  be  employed  in  cutting  sny  live  oak  or  red  cedar  tree 
or  trees,  or  other  timber  on,  t>r  shall  remove,  or  cause  or 
procure  to  be  removed,  or  aid,  or  assist,  ot  be  emploj^ed 
in  removing  any  live  oak  or  red  cet^ar  traei^  or  other  tiin> 
bcrftom  any  other  lands  of  the  United  Stntea,  acquired, 
or  hereafter  to  be  acquired,  with  intent  to  export,  dis- 
pose of,  osc,  or  employ  the  same  in  any  manner  whatao- 
evcr,  other  than  for  the  use  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  f  every  such  person  or  persons  so  offending,  on 
conviction  thereof  before  any  court  having  competent 
jurisdiction,  stiall,  for  every  such  ofDeiice,  pay  a  fine  not 
IcM  than  triple  the  value  of  the  tree  or  trees,  or  timber 
so  cut,  destroyed,  or  remove<l,  and  shaH  be  imprisoned 
not  exceeding  twelve  months  ' 

Sec  %  Jitd  bt  H  further  tnadedt  That  if  the  master, 
owner,  or  consignee  of  any  ship  or  vessel  shall,  know- 
ingly, lake  on  board  .my  timber  cut  on  lands  which  sliall 
have  been  rescr^-ed  or  purchased  as  aforesaid,  withoiit 
proper  authority,  and  fur  the  use  of  tiie  navy  of  the  Un'i. 
ted  States  1  or  shall  take  f»n  board  any  live  oak  or  red 
cedar  timber  cut  on  ai>y  otherlaods  of  the  United  States, 
with  iiiteii!  to  transport  the  same  to  any  port  or  place 
within  tlie  United  States,  or  to  exp»trt  the  samt:  to  any 
foreign  country,  the  ship  or  vesiel  on  boanl  of  wliicli 
the  same  shall  be  lukL-n,  tr.iiit«iu»rted>  or  seized,  sliall, 
with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  be  whollj  foi  felt- 
ed to  the  Unileti  Stales  t  and  the  captain  or  master  of 
such  sitip  or  vessel  wherein  the  anme  sliall  Have  been  ex- 
ported to  any  foreign  coiinliy  against  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  sIihU  fttrfeit  and  pay  lo  the  Unitvtl  dtatea  a  sum 
not  exctreding  one  Htousand  ituDars. 

Sec.  3.  -fnd  be  it  further  maeled,  I'hat  all  pctudiics 
and  forfeitures  incurred  under  the  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  he  sued  for,  recovered  and  distribiitetl,  awl  account- 
ed fur,  under  the  directions  ol  the  Secretary  of  the 
Na%y,  and  sliull'  i>e  paitl  over,  one  half  tu  tlie  informer 
or  informen,  if  any,  or  captor^  wliere  seized,  and  the 
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ottMr  hiir  to  the  CooNniirionets  of  the  Navjr  Pemnon 
fimd.  rorlbe  iwe  of  the  nud  fund  t  and  the  Comamnoa- 
m  of  the  Mid  fund  mre  brrebr  authorized  to  mH^te,  in 
whole  or  in  put,  and  on  wjch  tnma  and  conditiona  k. 
they  ahaH  deem  proper,  and  otdcr*  in  writing,  any  finc^ 
penalty,  er  forfeiture  incurred  Under  this  act. 
Approved.  March  3. 1831. 

AN  ACT  gnnting  a  qiuntily  of  land  tn  the  Territory 
of  ArkaiMas,  Tor  the  erection  of  a  public  building'  at 
the  Seat  of  Government  of  said  Territory. 
Be  it  enaeted,  fcc.  That  tlie  "Legidatore  of  Uie  Terri- 
tory of  Arkanau  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to 
selecU  or  eauae  to  be  aelected,  a  quantity  of  the  uoap- 
jiropnated  pubtic  landa  in  the  Tetriloiy  of^ A  Aanns»  not 
cxeee^i^  ten  sedioni^  and  in  portiona  not  lets  than  one 
qtiarter  aection,  which  it  hereby  gianted  to  said  Terri- 
tory, for  the  purpoae  of  raiajng  a  fiind  forlhe  erection  of 
a  public  building'  at  Little  Rock,  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment of  awd  Territory. 

Sec.  3.  Jnd  be  it  Jitrtlur  enaded.  That  the  Legials- 
ture  of  lud  Territory  be^  and  they  are  hereby  authoriz- 
ed to  adopt  inch  meamrea  for  the  Mde  of  aaid  tract  of 
land,  or  any  part  thereof,  at  Rich  timea  and  manner,  and 
convey  the  same  by  eucIi  deeds,  as  they  shall  deem  ex- 
pedient {  and  upon  the  presentation  of  auch  derda  of 
conveyance  as  ^all  be  adopted  by  said  Leebhture,  and 
given  to  tlie  purchasers,  to  the  Cummianoner  of  the  Ge- 
neral Land  Office,  it  sliall  be  the  duly  of  the  President 
to  issue  patents  to  the  purcliasen,  as  in  otiter  cases. 
Approved,  llarch^  1831. 

AN  ACl*  confirming  the  selections  lierelofcre  made  of 
lands  for  the  coitatruction  of  the  Micliigan  Road  in  the 
State  of  Indiana. 

Se  it  enacted,  &&  Tint  the  selections  and  locations 
heretofore  made  by  the  State  of  Indiana,  of  the  Michi- 
gan road  landSfSofarasthey  may  remain  iinauM,be,and  the 
same  are  hereby,  sanctioned  ami  confirmed  t  and  tlut 
other  public  lands  in  Indiana,  in  lieu  of  lUoae  already 
■old,  anall  be  aelected  umler  the  same  auUiority  that  the 
4iriginal  aelcctioRS  and  locations  were  made  :  Provii&d, 
that  no  selections  or  locations  shall  hereancr  be  made  for 
the  pttrpose  aforesaid,  until  the  authority  of  the  Stale  of 
IiKliau^sltall  cause  to  be  made  lu  the  Genenl  Land,Ofliccr 
in  accurate  survey  and  plat  of  tlie  aaid  road  tbroiigliout  its 
entire  line. 

Sec  S.  ^ad  be  it  further  enacted,  TUat  the  Land  Of- 
ficers at  Crawfordsvillc  and  Fort  Wayne  sltall  be  duly  no- 
tified, by  the  State  ciithority,  of  the  selections  made  in 
vinuu  of  thisact  {  afler  which,  uo sales  thereof  alwU  be 
made.  ■ 

Approved,  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  extend  the  act,  eiititled  "Anactforlhc 
further  extending  the  powers  of-the  Judges  of  the  Su< 
perior  Court  i>f  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  under  the 
act  of  the  twenty 4ixth  day  uf  Hay,  one  tlioumnd  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-four,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Be  it  eaaetal,  &e.  Tliat  the  aol,  entitled  *'  An  act  for 
the  Itirther  extending  the  powers  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  the  Territory  uf  Arkansas,  under  the 
Act  of  tlie  twenty-sixth  dny  of  May,  one  thousand  eigltt 
Inindred  and  twenty-four,  and  for  other  pin  poses,"  ap- 
proved on  tlie  eiglith  day  of  Hay,  one  thousand  eight 
liundrcil  ami  thirty,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby,  extend-, 
ed  aiHl  continued  in  ftirce  until  tlie  eighth  day  of  Hay, 
one  thotreand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  two. 

See.  i.  And  be  it  further  maded,  That  each  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Snpt-rior  Court  of  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas shall,  wIhIm  in  the  discliarge  of  the  duties  tmpowd 
by  thia.aetf  be  a!lui)'ed  at      rate  uf  eight  hundred  dol- 


lars per  antiuni,  iaadAtioa  to  their  nfaur  aa  Jod^of 
the  Superior  Court  for  the  nid  Territory,  whkfashdlbe 
tn  full  for  their  aprricn,  to  be  paid  out  ^  any  sRoacy  is 
the  TreaauiT  not  otbrrwise  appraprialfd- 
Approvcd,  March  2, 1831. 

AN  ACT  makiiqf  appropriations  for  the  pnbiiebuiU- 
aiM  for  other  piirpoaea. 

Beafaiadlei^  Stc  That  tbe  fiillowii^  aama  be,  and  ibe 
same  are  hereby,  respcciively,  appnipriated,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  net  otherwbe  «|yro- 
priated,  for  the  following  purpoae^  that  ia  to  aay  .- 

For  completing  the  painting  oT  the  Capibi^  tkec 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  planting  and  ini|m>vbtg  tlie  grrrand  within  tbe  en- 
closure of  the  Capitol  aquane,.  inctudiog  the  gardencA 
salary  for  one  thousand  e^fht  hundred  and  thvty,  aad  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty.<mev  wd  pay  of  Uor- 
era,  three  tbousand  dollars. 

To  make  gnod  the  deficient  tn  the  eatnuates  dt  the 
year  one  thousand  eiglit  hundred  and  twenty-aine,  far 
finishing  gates  and  fences  fire  thoaaand  mne  IwadKd 
and  eigtiiy-fiiar  dolbn. 

Furlignting  lampa  in  and  round  the  sqaarc,  and  CRd- 
ing  twcnty-fbur  new  lamps,  one  thoaaand  five  hsndred 
ilcNlars. 

For  alterations  and  repain,  fire  hundred  (WDsrs. 

For  new  htovca  for  warmtiqf  and  vmtilBting  tbe  Bal 
of  tlie  Hoiiae  of  Repreaeotative^  eight  hiwdred  dol- 
lars. 

Fur  purchasing  Seneca  Stone,  fiagnw  for  dKt» 
race  and  walks  adjoining  the  Capito^  Qirec  iboaaaad 
doUara. 

For  employing  John  Frazee{to  exeoale  a  bust  of  Jobs 
Jay  f<>r  the  Supreme  Court  Room,  fiwr  bimdrad  doBsrs- 

For  painting  the  I'residcnt'a  llotise,  iuridcando^ 
three  tliouisnd  four  humlred  and  eighty-two  doUan. 

For  planting  and  improving  the  grounds  aboot  the  Pre* 
rident'a  llouar,  including  the  gardenct*s  salaix,  fsvr  thw- 
aaml  dollars. 

For  alterations  and  repabv  of  the  PreridenA  He«e> 
five  hundred  dollara. 

For  furniture,  and  repairs  of  fundtur^  live  dMMHsad 

dollars. 

For  compenaalion  to  Charles  Bolfinch,  late  arcbite^  f£ 
the  Capitol,  for  his  extra  aervtces  in  ptannii^  and  anper- 
intendmg  1hf>  building  of  the  Penitentiary  at  Washing- 
ton,  die  Jail  in  Alexandria,  the  additional  biiildiags 
the  Post  Office  and  Patent  Office,  and  for  allowanee  ^ 
returning  witli  hia  flunily  to  Boaton,  eleven  hiHMkad  dol- 
lars. 

■  Apiiroved,  Mardt  3, 183L 

AK  ACT  for  the  reKcf  of  Mrs.  Cbraa  B.  Harrison. 

Be  it  maeied.  Sic.  Iliat  the  proper  aocounlli^  oScen 
of  tJie  Treasury  be  authorised  and  directed  to  allow  the 
representatives  of  J.  C.  8.  Harrison,  Ute  Beoaver  of 
Public  Honey  at  Vmcemie^  the  fi|Hovi*<Ccrrditai  te 
take  date  fiwn  the  respective  timea  Uier  laoRey  was  paal 
or  the  services  reiKlerMlby  aaid  Receiver,  via  :  onetboB- 
sand  five  hundred  dollan  for  brii^ng  up  the  books 
Nathaniel  Ewing,  his  predecessor  ;  two  ihousand  and  fif- 
teen dollars  and  four  cents,  paid  out  under  a  deed  of  trad 
from  tbe  bank  uf  Vinceniies,  with  commtaMOttaoB  the 
samr,  amounting  (o  thirty  five  dollara  and  fifty-taiE  cenls^ 
and  ihe  said  accounting  ofiiceta  are  liercb/  aMthatiaed  l» 
jietll«  and  affjust  any  otiier  cbinaaof  the  late  Beceivp; 
arising  from  the  diacliarge  of  fait  offioal  du^,  "P*!"  ^ 
priuciples  of  justice  and  equity,  and  to  credit  (be  amoutf 
liiereof. 

See.  3.  M  be  it  further  matit^'rXnx.  afkcr  the  final 
afyiiitment  ul  ukl  accounts,  ilie  Seccctaiy  14*1118  Tre*iv- 
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ry  is  hereby  authnrized  to  allow  to  th'e  legtd  reprcKnta- 
tivea  and  hisin  of  Bud  receiver  the  period  of  eighteen 
years  to  pay  the  amount  which  shaU  be  found  due  from 
saiil  Receiver,  without  interest)  upon  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  to  the  Secretary  of  the  I'reasurv  shall  be 
deemed  reasonable  and  equitable,  by  lakin{f  a  lien  on  the 
estate  of  the  said  Receiver,  or  lueh  other  security  as,  in 
his  opinion,  will  secure  the  debt, 
Approyed  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  fiirtheMliefof  Richtnl  Smith  and  Williatn 
Pearse,  the  second,  of  Bristol,  in  Rhode  Island. 

Beit  enacted,  &c.  That  there  shall  be  issued,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  register 
for  the  bng  Hope,  built  in  Holland,  bat  now  owned  by 
Hichanl  Smith  and  William  Pearae,  the  aeeond,  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  now  lying  at  the  port  of  Dria- 
tol,  in  .Rhode  Island,  iinieaworthy,  whenever  the  said 
Smith  and  Pearae  shall  furnish  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury  with  satisfiictory  proof  that  the  sud  brig  has  been 
repaired  in  ihe  United  States,  and  tliat  the  cost  of  repaii^ 
ing  her,  by  her  present  owners  exeeedi  threfrAnirths 
ofthe  original  coat  of  building  a  Tcsiel  oTtlie  tame  ton- 
nage in  the  Unitted  States.  - 

Approved  March  i,  ISSt. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  Territory  of  Florida  to  open  a 
canal  through  the  pubtiAlanda  between  Chipola  River 
and  Saint  Andrew's  Bay,  in  West  Florida. 

Be  it  enaeted,  &c.  That  the  Territory  of  Florida  be 
and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  survey  and  mark,  through 
the  public  laihls  of  the  United  States,  the  roiKe  of  a  canal 
by  which  to  connect  the  navigation  of  the  river  ChipoU 
and  Saint  Andrew's  Bay,  in  Weal  Florida,  and  to  cut  the 
nme  through  the  public  lamltt  and  ninety  fiutt  of  land  on 
each  side  of  said  canal  shall  be  reserved  from  sale  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  yse  thereof  be  forever 
vested  in  the  Territory,  or  such  company  aa  shall  be  or- 
ganized by  them,  for  a  canal,  and  for  no  other  purpose 
whatever- 

Sec.  be  it  further  eaeeied.  That  if  the  said  Ter- 

ritory shall  not  surrey,  and  direct  by  law,  said  canal  to 
be  onen^,  and  fornisli  the  Commisuoner  of  the  General 
I*nd  Office  a  map  thereof,  within  two  yeaii  fVom  and 
after  the  date  of  this  act,  or  if  the  said  canal  be  not  com- 
pleted suitably  for  navigation  within  five  years  tliereaf- 
ter,  or  if  said  land  hereby  granted  shall  ever  cease  to  be 
used  and  occupied  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  and 
keeping  in  repur  a  canal  suitable  fornavigation,  flie  re- 
aerration  and  grant  aforesaid  shall  be  void  and  df  no  ef 
feet  :  Prondea,  That  nothinginthisaGtcontaini:cl,orthat 
stmH  be  done  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  to 
imply  any  obligation,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slatea,  to 
appropriate  money  to  defmy  tlie  expense  of  surveying 
for  opening  said  canal  :  ^nd  prmided  likewise.  That  the 
aaul  canal,  when  completed  by  said  Territcty,  or  by  an 
'^J*^?/?""'^**  company  under  the  authority  of  the  same, 
shall  be.  and  forever  remain,  a  public  highway  for  the 
use  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  free  fVwm 
any  toll  or  chaige  whatever  for  any  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  persons  in  thehr  service  on  public  business 
piissing  throueb  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fariher  enacted.  That  every  section  of 
laiul  through  which  said  canal  route  may  pass,  shall  be, 
and  the  aame  ii  herftbjr  reserved  from  sale,  unJer  the  di- 
rection of  the  Gorernment  of  the  United  Sutes,  until 
hcreaflerspeciaDy  directed  by  taw  t  ami  the  said  Terri- 
tory, or  company  incorporated  by  them,  are  hereby  an- 
Ihonzed,  without  wastoi,  to  uie  any  materials  on  the  pub- 
lic landa  adjacent  to  said  canal  thai  may  be  neccsaaiv  to 
ts  construction. 

Sec.  4.  Jtndbeit  furfhcr  matted.  That  the  liM  Twri- 
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torj',  OF  any  incorporated  company  under  their  aiithori^, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  open,  throng^  the 
public  landi  of  the  United  States,  a  canal  from  Mvtanzas 
to  Halifax  River,  in  Rast  Florida,  upon  the  same  condi- 
tions, restrictions,  amt  timitaiioiMi,  in  every  respect,  aa 
are  prescribed  In  the  foregoing  provisiona  of  this  act  i 
and  the  same  lands  shall  be  reserved,  in  like  manner, 
for  the  objects  specified,  and  for  no  other. 
Approved  :  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  extend  the  Patent  of  John  Adamson,  for  a 
further  period  of  fourteen  ye-irak 
Be  it  eagOed,  &e.  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is  grant- 
ed unto  John  Adamson,  a  citizen  of  the  United  ^tes, 
ht»  heirs,  administrators,  and  assigns,  for  the  term  of 
fourteen  years,  from  tlie  12th  day  uf  December,  one 
thousand  eight  liundred  and  thirty,  the  full  and  exclusive 
right  and  liberty  of  making,  constructing,  unng,  and 
vending  to  others,  to  be  used,  h'-s  improvenn  called 
a  "Floating  Dry  Doek.*'  a  description  of  whicii  is  given 
in  a  schedule  annexed  to  letters  patent  granted  to  the 
said  Jcdin  Adamson,  fur  the  same,  on  tlie  thirteenth  day 
of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 
Approved  :  March  3,  1831. 

AN  Act  to  authorize  the  State  of  lllioois  to  surrender 
a  township  of  land  granted  to  said  State  for  a  seminary 
(Gleaming,  and  to  locate  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof. 
Be  it  outefetf,  fcc.  That  the  State  of  Illinois  be,  and  is 
hereby  authorised  to  lelinquish  to  the  United  States, 
township  number  five,  north  of  range  number  one  west, 
situate  in  the  county  of  Fayette,  in  said  State,  heretofore 
granted  to  the  said  State  for  the  use  of  a  seminary  of 
learning,  and  to  locate  upon  tlie  public  lands  within  sakl 
State,  the  sale  of  which  is  authorized  by  law,  one  entire 
township  of  land,  or  a  quantity  of  land  equal  thereto^  in 
tracts  of  not  less  than  the  quarter  of  a  section. 
Ajiproved  :  March  3, 1631. 

AN  ACT  to  establish  ports  of  delivery  at  Port  Hontcliar- 
tnin  and  Delaware  City,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is  esta- 
blished at  Port  Pontchartrain,  on  Lake  Fontchartrain,  a 
port  of  delivery,  that  a  Surveyor  shall  be  appointed  to 
reside  at  sakl  port,  that  all  ships  and  veasels  bound  to 
said  port,  ^all,  after  proceeding  thereto,  and  making 
report  and  entry  at  the  port  uf  New  Orieans,  within  the 
time  limited  by  law,  be  permitted  to  unlade  their  caigoes 
at  the  said  port  under  the  rules  and  regulations  prescrib- 
ed by  hiw. 

See.  3.  Jnd  be  it  fwlha-  enacted,  Tliat  all  vessels 
about  to  depart  from  the  said  port  for  foreign  poKs  and 
places  shall  be  permitted  to  clear  out  with  their  cargoes 
at  the  custoni-houae  in  the  city  pf  New  Orleans,  and  de- 
part under  the  same  rules,  regulations,  and  restriction^ 
and  in  evenr  respect  in  the  same  manner,  as  vessels  clear- 
ing out  and  departing  for  foreign  ports  and  phices  fhim 
the  said  city  of^ New  Orleans  by  the  way  of  the  Mississippi 
River;  and  goods  imported  into  the  United  States,  and 
exported  from  said  port,  idiall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  a  drawback  of  the  duties  upon  exportation  to  any  fb- 
reign  port  or  pUce,  under  the  same  provirionn  regula- 
tions, restrictions  aiut  limitations,  as  if  the  aaid  good% 
wares,  and  merchandise  had  been  exported  directly  from 
New  Orleans,  by  way  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  Delaware  Oily, 
in  the  District  of  Delaware,  sludi  be  a  port  of  flelivery  t 
and  a  Surveyor  shall  be  appointed,  who  ahall  rc«de  at 
said  city. 

Sec.  4.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  collection 
district  be,  and  is  hereby  established  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  which  shall  include  all  the  porta,  harbors,  shores, 
and  wat^  (rf'the  main  land  m  Florida,  and  of  die  iaianda 
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opp«iit«  Mid  neamt  llieretOk  ftoai  Suat  Uatf%  to  the 
MOlh  Mia  of  S«M  John's,  to  be  celled  the  Seint  Jdkn'i 
iMilrict,  end  e  port  pfenlrydnllbeeilebluibedit  aech 
point  SB  the  Saiat  John's  Hirer,  u  the  Prewdcnt  mey 
direct*  end  a  Collector  >h«U  be  appmnted,  who  ahell  five 
the  iMDe  bond,  perform  tbe  Mine  dutie%  end  be  entitled 
to  Uie  wme  compentation  and  feet,  «■  the  eoUeoton  in 
other  diitricts  in  norida. 

See.  5.  JbtdU  UfuHiurmiadtdt  That  Proqwct,  bi  the 
DHtiict  of  Belbit.  In  the  State  nf  Maine,  ihall  be  a  port 
of  deKrety ;  and  that  a  Burveyor  aball  be  appmnted,  irtw 
riuU  reaide  at  that  place. 

Bee.  6.  Md  be  Ufurtiur  enaeted.  That  the  porta  of 
Keenebunk,  in  the  State  of  ftUine,  and  Middletown,  in 
the  Btato  of  Connecticut,  b^  and  they  are  hereby,  made 
porta  ofetitiy  for  vcaaeh  eniriiw  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  from  places  beyond  we  ame. 

Approved:  March 3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  executor  of  Stephen  Tlppett 
to  locate  a  tract  of  land  in  the  SUte  of  Louiaiana. 

Beitaiaettd,  he.  That  the  le^  repreaentativea  of 
Stephen  Tippett  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to 
locate  and  enter  a  tract  of  land  of  fifteen  arpens  front,  i>y 
tbe  iwdiMty  depth  of  forty  arpens,  within  the  counties 
of  Attakapas  and  Opelousas,  in  the  State  of  Louiriana, 
under  a  grant  of  Baron  de  Carondelet  of  the  twenty-first 
of  September,  one  thousand  seren  hundred  md  ninety<«z 
Pnptdedf  howeaert  lliat  the  location  autboriaed  to  be 
made  under  this  act  shall  not  be  nade  lo  u  to  interiidv 
with  the  claim  of  others. 

Appnmd :  March  3, 1831. 

AN  ACT  for  tlw  reUaf  of  Geoive  Johnston. 
JBe  it  tnmUd,  &e.  That  George  Johnston  be,  and  he 
lieKby  is,  released  fKxn  the  effects  of  the  judement  ob- 
tinned  wainst  him  by  the  United  States,  in  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  States  fbr  the  flnt  ju^dal  dtstrtct,  as 
one  of  the  sureties  of  Benjamin  P.  Bourne,  late  a  Puraer 
in  tbe  Navy  of  the  United  Statci. 
-  Approredi  March  3.1831. 

AN  ACT  for  tlie  relief  of  J.  N.  Cardozo. 

Bt  U  enadtd,  8cc.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  ia  hereby,  authorized  to  make  such  deduc- 
tkma  fnm  the  amount  of  the  debt  due  by  Jacob  N. 
Cardozo  to  the  United  Sutes,  and  such  extenrion  of  the 
time  for  the  payment  thereof,  as  may,  in  hta  ophdon,  be 
eonsiatent  with  equity  and Justice. 

Approredt  Hareh  3, 1832. 

AN  ACT  for  tlie  relief  of  Peter  Cleer,  of  Maryland. 

Bt  it  enacted,  itc.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  place  the  name  of  Peter  Cleer 
on  the  roll  of  revohitumaiy  pensions,  and  to  cause  him 
to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  eight  dolUrs  per  montli,  to  com- 
nence  on  the  nineleeth  day  of  December  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty^vc. 

Approved:  March  %  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  tbe  relief  of  Jonathan  Crocker. 

Be  U  mtadedf  6k.  That  the  Secretaiy  of  War  be,  and 
he  hereby  directed  to  restore  the  name  of  Jonathan 
Croeker  to  the  roll  of  revtdutionary  pensioners,  and  to 
oause  him  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  ei^ht  dollars  per 
owHtUt,  fWxn  and  after  the  third  day  of  March  one  ttou- 
aand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine. 

Appmcd:  March  %  1831. 

AN  ACT  fbr  tbe  relief  of  Hugh  Barnes. 
Beit  mmledt  fcc  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and 
hehcfebyla^fiKcted  looutetohepaidto  HughBiirae^ 


an  invalid  penaiener  of  the  Umted  State^ae  ancersgcef 
pensioa  withheld  firom  him,  in  coneequence  of  a  eustskc 
OMde  by  the  examining  surgecta  in  September,  i»e  taou- 
saod  eight  hundred  and  tweoty-ooc,  being  in  addilioa  to 
what  be  has  received,  at  the  rate  of  tee  do&ra  per  montJi, 
from  the  touftb  day  of  SepteiiU>er,  one  thousand  eigk 
hundred  and  twenty-one,  to  the  twen^-aecond  day  tt 
September,  one  thousand  «|^  hundred  and  twenty-foor, 
when  hb  pension  of  twenty  doilara  per  BKiath  was  tea- 
tared  to  him. 
Approvedi  March  S,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Hcniy  Becker. 

&  U  atadtdt  be.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  place  llenry  Beeker  on  dkefel 
of  invalid  pensioners,  at  the  iMe  of  e^ht  doBan  per 
month,  to  coouaence  on  the  Srat  da^  of  Januaiy,  one 
thownnd  eight  hundred  and  twMty.«x. 

AN  ACT  flonfirming  the  daim  of  John  B.  ToehaWi  to  s 
•  lotuitfaeei^or  MfAUe. 

BeUtmaH^,  &c.  That  John  B-  Taaiaiu  bc^  wtdbe  if 
hereby,  confirmed  in  hn  claim  to  a  lot  in  the  city  of  Mo- 
bile, bounded  west  by  Saint  Joaeph  street,  nonh  by 
Saint  Anthony  street,  and  on  the  east  by  Boyal  alreet, 
originally  granted  to  John  Under:  Prviidal,  kmemr, 
Ttut  nothing  in  this  net  contained  shall  be  «o  oonsttei  il 
as  to  prevent  adverse  cUimanls  from  aMcrting.their  rights 
in  a  court  of  justice. 

Approml:  March  2, 1831. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  tbe  extension,  coatatiuction,  ami 
use  of  a  latei^  branch  of  tbe  Baltimore  and  Oluo  Rail 
Road,  into  and  within  the  District  of  Ctdumbia. 
Whereas,  it  is  represented  to  this  preaent  Cengrai 
that  the  BaltimtMe  and  Ohio  Rail  Road  CosMpany,  incor- 
poralcd  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Muyhad, 
entitled  ■*  An  Act  to  ineorponte  tiie  Baltiinons  and  ObMi 
Rail  Road  Company, "pasied  Uie  twenty-«ghth  day  of  Fc- 
bruar)',  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty  seven,  aredeanus, 
under  tlie  powers  which  they  claim  to  be  veated  in  them 
by  the  pror'isiona  of  the  befive-reclted  act,  to  oooatiuct  ■ 
lateral  bianoli  from  the  said  BaUimore  and  Ohio  fai* 
Road  to  tlie  District  of  Columbia.  Theiefbr^ 

BtUena^edt  &c.  That  the  Baltimore  aodObio  Ba^ 
Road  Company,  incorporated  by  the  aakl  act  of  tbe  Cefr 
eral  Assembly  isi  Maryland,  shalt  b^  and  tbqr  az«  herrt; 
authorized  to  extend  into  and  witbui  the  Distriet  of  Co- 
lumbia a  lateral  rail  road,  such  as  the  sud  company  aksU 
construct,  or  cause  to  be  cutnatructed,  in  a  <UtectHM  ti>- 
wards  tlie  said  District,  in  connexion  with  the  iwl  raai 
which  they  hare  lof:ated,  and  are  constructing  fnw 
the  city  of  Baltimore  to  the  Ohra  liw,  in  pursoaace 
of  their  laid  act  of  incorporation!  and  the  said  Bak.- 
timore  and  Ohio  Ri^  Roaa  Company  are  beieby  aittho- 
nzed  to  exercise  the  same  powei%  rigfat%  and  pririkg- 
es,  and  shall  be  subject  to  tne  same  tcstiictiasi^  ia  tk 
exiennoii  and  ounstniction  of  the  SMd  lateni  rail  naA 
into  and  within  the  said  District,  as  they  any  txtj- 
cise,  orate  subject  to,  under  and  by  virtue  irf"  tl»r 
charter  or  act «  uwoiporation,  iathe  MtLuman  andcon- 
struction  ef  any  tail  road  within  the  State  afMaijiknl 
and  shall  be  entitled  to  tbe  mme  rights  ooespemaiiea. 
benefita  and  immunitieib  in  Ae  uae'  of  tiie  and  nmd,  aaf 
in  regard  thereto,  as  are  pronded  in  tbew  mid  ekazte^  ex- 
cept the  right  to  construct  any  Intend  tail  toad  er  voatb 
within  the  said  Dtatrict  from  tbe  aaidWeralbsaachsr  mi 
hereby  autbtMized;  it  beii^  expremly  nndtistged  ik« 
the  said  Baltimore  and  Ulue  RaH  Bond  Coii«iM!y  diu 
have  power  onhF  to  conatruct  from  tba  said  BskimivT 
Ohio  Had  Road  one  bteral  raad  irtUbialheaHdDiaKL 
to  Mne  point  or  temiau  witluM  the       mA  Conati  • 
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hVailiingttMit  to  be  determined  in  the  imnner  hereimfter 
nentioned  :  Provided,  o/uuys,  aadbeit  enaeiedt  Tbal  be- 
ore  the  Baltinwn  wul  Oliio  lUil  Road  Company  afore 
«id  shmll  proceed  to  conilruct  any  rail  rotd  which  they 
nay  lay  out  or  locate,  on,  ihrougb)  or  oi'cr  any  ImikI  or 
irpruvementB,  or  to  use,  take  for  use  any  earth,  stone, 
>r  other  matenals,  on  any  land  witliin  the  said  Btstrict, 
hey  shatt  6ntt  obtain  the  assent  of  the  owner  of  such 
and,  iniprovenient%  or  materials,  or,  if  such  owiter  shall 
>c  absent  from  said  Diatriot,  or  shall  refuse  to  give  such 
laaent  on  such  terms  as  the  laid  Company  shall  approve, 
>r,  because  of  inhncy,  coverture,  iitsanity,  or  any  othor 
;au3e,  shall  be  legally  incapable  of  giving-  such  assent, 
hen  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  company  to  apply  to  a 
usiice  of  the  peace  of  the  County  of  Wasliington,  who 
JwU  thereupon  Issue  liis  warrant,  under  Tiis  hand 
ind  seal,  directed  to  the  Marshal  of  the  said  District, 
requiring  him  to  summon  a  juty  of  twenty  inhabl- 
anls  of  the  said  District,  none  of  whom  shall  be  iii' 
.crested,  or  rejated  to  any  person  interested,  in  the  land 
ir  materials  required  for  the  construction  of  t)ie*  sa  d 
-ail  road,  or  a  stockholder,  or  rebited  to  any  stockholder, 
II  the  said  company,  to  meet  on  tlie  land,  or  near  to  the 
jther  properly  or  naterials  so  requireil,.on  a  day  named 
II  S'lch  warrant,  not  lesa  titan  three  nor  more  than  fifteen 
lays  after  uMuing  the  same,  to  pruce^  to  value  the  dam- 
ages which  the  owner  or  owners  of  any  such  huulor  other 
|>roperty  will  sustain  by  the  use  or  occupation  of  the 
lame,  required  by  the  s^l  fwnpany ;  and  the  proceed- 
■iga.  duty,  and  authority  of  the  said  Itarshal,  in  regard  to 
wch  warrantand  jury,  and  the  oath  or  affirmation  to  be 
tdminiatered,  and  inquisition  to  be  made  and  returned, 
iliall  be  the  same  as  are  directed  and  authorized  in  regard 
o  the  Sheriff,  by  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  satd  act  of 
.he  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  incor- 
porating the  said  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Ilail  Uoad  Compa- 
■>y  i  and  all  the  other  proceedings  in  regard  to  such  jury, 
ind  the  eitinating  and  valuation  of  damages,  and  the  pay- 
tient  or  tender  of  payment  of  any  damages  ascer- 
ained  by  flueh  valuation  and  effect  tltereof,  and  of 
.lie_  view  of  any  bn^  or  other  properly,  or  ma- 
erials,  aa  to  giving  the  said  company  a  right  to 
ise  the  same  for  the  use  or  construction  of  any  rail 
■oad  within  the  said  Dirtrict,  aa  hereby  authorized,  shall, 
II  cveiy  case,  and  in  every  respect,  be  Uie  same  as  !■  pro- 
rided  in  and  by  tlie  abovemenlioned  act  of  incorporation 
n  regard  to  the  rul  road  thereby  authorized  to  be 
»nstructed  by  said  Company:  Pnvided,  alto,  and  ie 
t  enaetedf  That  whenever  the  aud  company*  in  the  con- 
itruction  of  a  rul  read  into  or  within  the  aakt  Dlatrict,  as 
luthorized  by  tltis  act,  shall  find  it  necessary  to  cross  or 
ntersect  any  established  road,  atreet  or  other  way,  it 
Jiall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  company  so  to  construct  the 
Aid  rail  road,  acrow  such  establishetl  road,  street 
n>  other  way,  as  not  to  impede  the  passage  or 
ranaportalion  of  persons  or  property  along  the 
ame ;  and,  where  it  shall  be  neceaaaty  to  pass  the 
aid  rail  road  through  the  land  of  any  individual  with- 
n  the  said  District,  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
Company  to  provide  for  such  individual  proper  wagon 
rays  across  ttie  said  rail  road,  firom  one  part  of  his  bnd 
o  the  other  t  but  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so 
mstrued  a*  to  •uthoriie  the  entry  by  the  said  Company 
ipon  any  lot  or  sqnsre,  or  upon  any  part  of  any  lot  or 
quare,  owned  by  the  United  States,  or  by  any  otiier 
•ody  or  bodies  politic  or  cmporate,  or  by  any  inaividual 
T  individuals,  within  Uie  liimts  of  the  City  of  Wasli- 
tgton,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  of  locating  or  con> 
tnjctiiig  the  said  road,  or  of  excavating  the  same,  or  for 
he  purpose  of  taking  th««ftt)m  any  material,  or  lor  any 
tber  purpose  or  uses  whatsoever  {  but  the  said  eom- 
«ny,  in  {Mssing  into  the  District  afbresaidr  and  construct- 
iff  the  said  ned  within  the  ssmCf  shall  enter  Uie  City  gf 


Washington  at  such  placo,  and  shall  pus  along  such 
public  street  or  alley,  to  such  point  or  terminns,  within 
the  said  city,  as  the  said  company  slwll  find  beat  calcula- 
ted to  promote  the  objects  of  said  road :  Provided,  That 
the  level  of  said  roau  within  the  said  city  sliall  conform 
to  the  present  graduation  of  the  streets,  unless  tlie  said 
Corporation  shall  sgrec  to  a  diflTcrent  level :  And  provid- 
ed, alao.  That  the  said  company  shall  not  be  permitted 
to  take  or  terminate  tlie  said  road  west  of  the  weKt  aide 
of  seventh  street  west :  Aad  pneided,  abo.  That  the 
said  road  shall  not  crass,  or  interfere  with,  or  infringe  en 
the  exbting  Washington  City  Canal,  or  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal,  their  waters  or  basins,  or  any  other  ca- 
nal which  may  hereAflcr  be  projected  and  executed  to 
connect  the  said  Chesapeake  ai>{j  Ohio  Canal  with  the 
aforesaid  Washington  Cily  Canal  in  its  whole  extent  to 
the  Eastern  Branch  of  the  Potomac .-  Pnoidedt  alao.  The 
rate  actually  charged  and  received  on  all  that  part  (M'  said 
road  within  the  District  shall  not  exceed  three  cents  a 
ton  per  mile  fbr  toll,  and  three  cents  a  ton  per  mile  for 
transportation,  except  aa  hereiriafler  specified,  and  shall 
he  ttie  same  each  way  :  Provided,  alao.  That  the  privi- 
leges granted  by  Uiis  bill  to  the  aforesaid  rail  road  com- 
pMiy  ahall  be  upon  the  condition  tliat  the  said  company 
shall  charge  the  same  rate  of  toll  upon  the  aame  articles 
going  east  and  west  between  Baltimore  and  Washington. 

Bfc  3.  .Snd  be  it  further  enacted,  'Iliat  in  addition  to 
the  charges  autliorized  by  said  act  of  incorpwation  to  be 
made  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail  Road  Comjiany 
aforesaid,  the  said  company  shall  be  authorized,  witliin 
the  saiH  District,  to  nuike  any  special  contract  with  any 
corporation,  company  or  individual,  fur  the  exclusive  use 
of  any  car,  or  of  any  part  of,  or  place  in.  any  car,  or 
other  carriage,  on  any  rail  road  constructed  by  the  said 
company,  fur  a  specified  time  ur  distance,  or  botli,  or  for 
the  receipt  and  delivery,  or  the  transportation  of  mer- 
chandise or  other  valuable  articles,  in  boxes,  parcels,  or 
packages,  weighing  less  than  one-tenth  of  a  ton,  on  such 
terms  as  may  be  mutually  agreed  on  between  the  par* 
ties :  Pnvtaed,  That  the  charge  fbr  the  tmnsportation  * 
of  merchandize  or  other  valuable  articles  shall  not  ex* . 
ceed  one  cent  per  mile  for  any  single  box,  parcel,  or 
package  weighing  less  than  fifty  pound!;,  and  measuring 
in  size,  not  more  than  two  cubic  feet  j  and  fbr  any  hea^ 
vier  or  larger  box,  parcel,  or  package,  weigliing  leas 
than  one-tenth  of  a  ton,  not  more  than  two  cents  per 
mile.  And  the  said  company,  in  all  cases  where  the 
whole  of  the  mercbandUe,  f  raduce,  or  ot)ier  property, 
transported  on  their  rail  road  within  the  aaid  Diatrict,  at 
any  one  time,  belonging  to  the  same  person,  co-partner- 
ship, or  corporation,  mall  weigh  less  than  a  ton,  and 
more  than  bulf  a  ton,  shall  be  entitled  to  charge  and  re- 
ceive, for  the  transportation  thereof,  at  the  aame  rate 
per  mile  as  if  it  weighed  a  full  ton  \  and  if  tlie  same  shall 
weigh  leas  than  half  a  ton,  the  chai^  per  mtle  may  be 
the  same  as  for  half  a  ton  ;  always  estimating  a  ton 
weight  to  be  two  thousand  pounds. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fwrO^er  enacted,  That  the  said  eooifM* 
ny  are,  also,  hereby  empowered  to  make  such  special 
contract  with  any  duly  authorized  officer  or  agent  of-the 
United  States,  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail,  or  the 
transportatiwi  of  persons  or  property  for  the  luie  of  the 
United  States  on  any  nnl  road  whieb  haa  been,  or  riisll 
be  constructed  by  the  said  Baltimore  and  Ohm  Rail  Road 
Compaiqr.  on  sucti  terms  as  shall  be  approved  of  by  the 
competent  ofHcer  or  autliority  ;  and  in  all  such  iuttan- 
ces,  to  receive  Uie  compensation  so  agreed  for,  accord* 
ing  to  the  terms  ofoach  contract 

Sec-  4.  Jhid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  rul- 
road  company  may  charge  and  receire.  Ivr  taUng  up 
and  setting  down  any  passenger  or  traveller  within  the 
I&trict.  conveyed  a  shorter  distmce  Uian  (our  milei^  a 
«tm  not  exceeding  t«^  mm!  ahaVcenta. 
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See.  5.  Jbid  Ic  U /urUer  atadeJ,  Tbst  anlM  tbe  nid 
CMipM7  iMI  co»w>eimc  (be  mid  bicnl  ml  nml  witliin 
OM  rev,  and  eonpletc  the  wnc  iritli  at  1«mI  one  Kt  of 
tmclu,  vitliin  four  yean  frmn  the  piwige  af  tlin  act, 
then  this  act,  tad  all  tbe  righu  and  pmikges  tiiereby 
Ifnuiied,  •hall  cease  aiM  determine 

Sec.  6.  be  U/urtier  tnaeUdf  That  nolhinfr  herein 
contained,  ahall  be  so  coMtnicd  a«  to  prevent  tbe  Con- 
fKW  of  the  United  SUtea  fram  g^ntiag-  the  Mine  or  m- 
Milar  |wiffU^;ca  (o  tboae  berebjr  granted  to  any  other 
comany  or  companies  ineorporaled  or  to  be  incorpon- 
t«l  Djr  the  Statcaof  MujUnd  or  Virginia,  or  bjr  Con- 
ereas  or  from  aiitboiizing,  hj  anjr  fliturc  Uw,  mch  ad- 
diiKNul  nil  mad  orroada,  in  connexion  with  aid  road, 
ao  M  to  extend  (he  same  road,  or  to  construct  others  con- 
nected tbcrevith,  to  such  pai^  of  tiic  District  as  from 
time  to  time  may  be  required  hj  the  conrenience  ol 
tboae  parU  of  tbe  District  into  wbieh  the  aaid  companjr 
are  now  reitr/tned  from  earrj-ing  nud  roai^  or  from  en- 
acting auch  rule*  and  regulations,  preM^riblng  the  speed 
of  cars  or  carriages  passing  orer  said  roail,  aud  other 
natters  relating  Ihtreto,  necessarr  for  the  aecuritT  of 
the  persons  ;>nd  property  of  the  inhabitants  uf  the  t>is- 
Irid,  in  auch  manner  as  to  the  present  ur  any  future 
Coiigreii  ahall  fccm  expedient :  Mdjamided,  naatbe- 
lus*  That  nolUng  bcrem  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
^re  any  righta  or  privileges  to  the  said  company,  beyond 
the  limito  of  tlie  District  of  Columbia. 

Sec  7.  Jnd  be  ilfarlAer  enaded.  That  if  the  State  of 
Maryland  shall  determine  lo  constnict  a  nil  way  between 
the  city  of  BaUimore  and  the  District  of  Coltimhia,  or 
sliall  incurpcntc  a  company  for  the  same  purpose,  then 
similar  rights,  privileges,  immunities,  anti  (wwera,  con- 
ferred by  this  act  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Uail  Road, 
be,  and  the  aanie  are  hcrdiy  conferred  on  the  State  of 
Harylaiul,  or  any  companr  which  may  be  incorporated 
by  it  fur  the  same  purpoae*  within  one  year  alter  the 
pasaage  ufthbact. 
Appmcd!  March  3,  2831. 

AN  ACT  to  aacertwn  and  mark  llie  line  between  the 
State  of  Alabama  and  the  Territoty  of  Florida,  and  tlie 
northern  boundary  of  the  State  uf  Illinois,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Be  it  eruutedj  tu.  That  the  President  of  the  tJnited 
States  be,  and  he  is  ticreby,  authorixeJ  (o  cause  to  be 
run  and  marked  the  botindary  line  between  tlie  State  of 
AUmim  and  the  Territory  of  Florida,  by  the  Surveyors 
Oenend  of  Alabama  and  Florida,  on  the  thirty-first  de- 
gree of  north  latitude  i  and  it  ahall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Surfeyor  General  of  Florida  to  connect  the  public  sur- 
reys on  both  sides  with  the  line  so  run  and  marked. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  /t^iher  enaeledf  That  patents  shall 
be  Issued  fur  such  tmc(s  v(  land  as  were  sold  and  paid 
for  at  the  land  office  at  Tallahasaee,  tn  llie  Territoij  of 
Florida,  as  are  found  to  be  situate  within  the  limits  of  the 
district  of  laiula  aubject  to  sale  at  Sparti,  In  Alabama, 
agreeably  to  the  terms  of  tbe  act  omnixiag-  that  district  i 
and  the  said  entries  and  sales  shall  be  as  valid,  in  f  rery 
icapect,  ai  if  Ui^  bad  been  made  in  the  land  diatrict  m 
Alabama. 

Beo.  3.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  Ttiat  the  President 
of  the  UAiled  Statea  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  the 
Surveyor  CSenent  of  tlie  United  States  for  the  SUtes  of 
Illinois  and  Uiisouri,  and  the  Tetritoiy  of  Arkannas,  to 
act  aa  a  Commiuioirer  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
whenever  he  shall  be  duly  informed  that  the  Government 
of  the  State  of  Illinois  shall  have  appointed  a  Commis- 
sioner on  its  part,  the  two  to  form  n  board,  to  aaccrtiiin, 
survey,  and  mark  the  northern  line  of  the  State  of  II- 
liuois,  as  defined  in  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  **An 
act  to  enable  tbe  people  uf  the  Ultnois  Territory  to  form 
ft  CoiisUtutiun  and  State  UoTcronen^  Btc."  posaed  the 


e^htccsth  of  Apri^  one  Ibowd  ei^t  hamdred  and 
eighteen  ;  and^  hscaaeor  racsacy  in  id  oKct  of  Ca» 
eiiaiioiitr,  or  of  bis  beiw  on^le  to  act  fttm  aifr  caose, 
tbe  Piecdent  is  astfonzrd  to  £■  vdl  namej  by  Ae 
appointMieat  of  some  other  qnaGBed'  pcnoa^  wheMwr 
it  may  be  necewiry,  onlil  the  object  of  tbe  cosbibbm 
shall  be  attained. 

Sec  *.  Jmdhea  f^J^maeUd,  That  tbe  arid  Bowd 
of  CommisnoDCES  dull  bare  power  to  enploy  the  nccei- 
saiY  surreyon  and  UNXer^  vid  AaS  meet  at  auch  tine 
and  place  aa  may  be  igntA  opon  by  tbe  Picrident -of  the 
Uiuted  Statea  and  the  GorerwneM  oT  Oc  Slate  of  \\. 
bnois,  and  proceed  to  ascertain,  anrvey  and  waifc  the 
mud.  Navdum  Eae  of  the  State  of  Il^ei^  and  reptat 
their  praceeAngs  to  the  PreMdcnt  of  tbe  United  States 
utd  the  Gcrenwr  of  (he  Stale  of  llfinois. 

Sec  5.  Jmd  be  it  further  emmied.  That  the  Presideiit 
my  allow  to  Uw  nd  Conaianoner  of  ibc  UaNlcd  Sutes, 
Buoi  eompenaation  for  Ma  aerrieea  as  ahall  aeca  lo  bin 
reasonable  :  PrpBideJ,  it  does  not  eTOecd  the  aHowaiice 
made  by  tbe  Slate  of  IBinofS  to  the  CoikaniaMiicr  on  its 
part ;  and  the  «d  alkiwance,  together  with  one  half  of 
the  neceaaafy  expenses  of  said  troard.  and  tbe  aurrcran 
and  laboters^  and  the  allowaace  lo  be  made  t»  tbe  Sur- 
veyors General  of  the  Stale  of  Alabama  and  the  Ttari- 
toiy  of  Florida,  and  the  neeeasnry  expenaea  incuned  by 
them  in  ninning  and  malfcti^  said  fine  between  said  State 
and  Temtoiy,  shall  be  paid  ftora  the  Treasury  ef  the 
United  States,  out  of  any  money  not  othcrwiM  appro- 
priatetl ;  and.  to  enable  the  President  to  caivy  this  act 
into  effect,  theiie  is  hereby  appn^wiated  Ibe  aun  of  Ivo 
thoussTMl  dollars. 
AppiDTcd,  Uardi  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  aDowinp  tfie  duties  on  ffareijgn  mefdiaNdise 
imp<»ted  into  Fittabore,  Wheeling,  Cincinnati  Louis- 
ville, Sl  Louis,  NadiviQe,  and  Natctws,  to  be  aecutrd 
and  paid  at  tboae  places. 

iBe  it  enaded.  Sic.  Hiat  when  any  goods,  wares,  orairr- 
chandtse,  are  to  be  imported  from  any  foreign  countiT, 
nito  Pittdiurg,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylraiiia,  WhecKi^. 
in  die  State  tX  Vinpnia.  Cinonnati,  in  the  State  ot  Olue, 
Louisville,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  St.  Ijokus,  m  the 
State  of  Missouri,  Nashville,  in  tlie  State  of  Tennessee, 
or  into  Natchez,  in  (lie  State  of  Mrawsappi  ;  the  inpar- 
icr  therof  shall  deposite  in  the  custody  of  the  Sorr»yo- 
of  the  place  a.  schedule  of  the  goods  ao  intended  to 
be  imported,  with  an  estimale  of  thew  cost  at  the  pbcc 
of  exportation  \  whereupon  the  aoiil  Surreyor  shall  make 
an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  duties  laccruing  on  the 
same,  and  the  importer  or  coiwgnee  aliall  give  bowJ, 
with  sufficient  sureties  to  be  approved  by  the  Sorreycr, 
in  double  the  amount  of  the  duties  st»  estimated,  cchk!)- 
tioned  for  the  payment  oF  the  duties  on  such  mmhan- 
disc,  ascertained  as  hereinafter  directed  ;  and  tbe  Surwv- 
or  shall  fulhwitb  notify  the  Collector  at  New  Meam  of 
the  same,  by  forwarding  lo  him  a  copy  of  said  bc»d  aao 
schedule. 

See.  3.  And  be  U  furthtr  enacted.  That  the  importc 
or  his  agent,  is  hereby  authorized  to  enter  any  raerelu.*)- 
dize,  imparled,  as  aforesaid,  by  the  way  of  New  Oriea*v 
at  that  port^  in  the  manner  now  prescrit>ed  by  hiw  ;  *s' 
the  Collector  shall  grant  a  permit  for  the  landing  thensi, 
and  cause  tlie  duties  to  be  ascertained  aa  in  other  cases 
the  said  goods  remaining  in  (lie  custody  of  the  CaHedvr 
until  re-atiipped  for  the  place  of  destination  t  Br.it  tte 
Collector  aliall  certify  to  the  Surve>-or  at  auch  pbce  xV-: 
amounl  of  such  duties,  which  the  aaid  Surveyor  shaS  rr 
ter  on  the  margin  of  the  bend,  as  aforesaid  given  tv  se- 
cure the  same,  wht^  goods  shall  be  dehmed  by  ^ 
Collector  to  the  agent  of  the  impoiter  or  consigBee,  <!•- 
ly  authorixed  to  receive  the  same,  for  riiipaent  to  im 
place  of  importation,  and  tbe  nuuAer  or  cemaodct  e: 
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,  cveiy  itonnboat,  or  other  vessel,  in  which  such  merchan- 
dise ihftll  be  tnmnKirtedl,  ihall,  previoualy  to  her  depar- 
ture from  New  Oiteani,  deliver  to  the  CoUecter  duplicate 
manifesto  of  such  merdtandiie^  specifying-  the  nmm  and 
numbers  of  every  case,  ba^,  box,  cheirt,  or  packagr, 
containing  the  same,  with  the  name  and  place  of  resi* 
dencc  of  every  impcvter  or  consignee  of  such  merchan- 
dise, and  the  quanti^  shipped  to  each,  to  be'  bjr  hVm  sub- 
Kcribed,  and  to  the  truth  of  which  he  sliall  swear  ur  ff- 
firni^  and  that  the  said  goods  have  lieen  recdved  on  boaid 
his  veaael  j  stating  the  name  of  the  agent,  who  shipped 
the  same ;  and  the  said  Collector  shaH  certifr  the  nets, 
as  aibresaidt  on  the  manifests,  one  of  which  ne  shall  re< 
ttim  to  the  master,  with  a  permit  thereto  annexed,  au> 
thoriziDg  him  to  proceed  to  the  place  of  his  destination. 

Sac.  3*  <Mnd  be  U  further  enacted.  That,  if  anjr  steam- 
boat  or  other  vessel,  havii^  merehanAse  on  houd*  im- 
ported as  aforesaid,  sliall  depart  from  New  Orieana 
without  having  comAlied  with  tlie  provisions  of  this  act, 
the  master  thereof  shall  forfeit  five  hundred  doHars  i  and 
the  master  of  any  such  l>oat  or  vessel,  arriving  at  eitlter 
of  the  ports  above  named,  on  board  of  which  merchan* 
dise,  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  been  shipped  at  NeW:Or- 
leans,  shall  within  eighteen  hours,  next  after  the  airival, 
ukI  previously  to  unloading  any  part  of  said  merchandise, 
deliver  to  the  Surveyor  of  such  port  the  manifest  of 
the  same,  certified,as  aforesaid,  by  the  Collector  of  New 
Orleans,  and  shall  make  oath  or  affimiiition  before  the 
said  Snrveyor  that  there  was  not,  when  he  departed  from 
Hew  Orleans,  any  more  or  other  goods  on  board  auch 
boat  or  vessel,  imported  im  aforesaid,  than  is  therein  men 
tinned  f  whereupon  the  Surveyor  atrnll  cause  the  said 
casks,  bags,  boxes,  chests,  or  package^  to  be  inspected, 
mnd  compared  with  the  manifests,  and  the  same  being 
ideittified,be  shall  g*«nt  a  permit  for  nnloading  the  same, 
or  such  part  thereof  as  ilie  master  shall  request,  and, 
when  a  part  only  of  auch  merchandise  is  intended  to  be 
Isnder,  the  Snrveyor  shsll  make  an  endorsement  on  the 
back  of  the  n»nife•t^designating  such  i>art,speeifying  the 
•rtkles  to  be  landed,  and  diall  return  the  manifests  to  tlie 
master,  endor«ng  thereon  his  permission  to  stieh  boat  or 
vessel  lo  'prooeed  to  the  place  of  its  destination  ;  and»  if 
the  master  of  such  steamboat  or  vessel  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  deliver  the  manifests  within  the  time  herein  di- 
rected, he  shall  forfeit  one^  hundred  doibrs. 

Sac.  4.  Jm/be  itftuiher  enacted.  That  the  Colteetw  of 
the  port  of  New  Orieaiw  shiMpermit  no  entiy  to  be  made 
ot'  goods,  wares,  or  merehandue,  where  the  duty  on  the 
as  ne  ^all  exceed  tlieanmintofthe  bond  deposited  with 
the  Surveyor,  as  aforesaid,  nor  sliall  the  said  Surveyor  re- 
ceive the  bond  of  any  person  not  entitled  to  a  cradit  at 
the  custom  house,  or  for  a  sum  less  than  fifty  dollars,  and 
that,  when  the  said  bond  shall  have  been  completed,  and 
the  actual  amount  of  duty  asccrtaineil  and  eertified  on 
the  mai|;iR,  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Sur- 
veyor of  the  port  where  the  bond  is  taken,  to  depuaite 
tlie  same  for  collection  in  auch  bank  as  may  be  diiceted 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sac.  5.  And  be  H  farthtr  enaeted,Tha,t  where  Sun-eyors 
are^  not  already  iippmnted  in  any  of  the  places  mention- 
ed in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  a  auitabitf  person  ^hall 
be  appointed  for  such  places,  and  on  all  such  Surveyors, 
whether  appointed  <Hrto  be  fepp<rinted,  shall  devolve  tlie 
duties  presoribed  by  tlus  act  in  addition  to  the  dtstootary 
dutin  pcrformeil  by  that  officer  In  other  places  ;  and  the 
Surveyor  at  each  of  said  places  shall,  before  takingthe 
oalh  uf  office,  give  security  to  the  Uniied  Slates  for  the 
fHithfuI  performance  of  all  his  duties,  in  the  sum  of  ten 
thotisand  dollars,  and  shall  receive  in  addition  to  his 
customary  fees,  an  annual  salary  of  three  hundrett  and 
fifty  didm  Pruridedf  tlut  no  salary  arising  under  thb 
act,  sImII  commence  nntil  its  proviikins  shall  take  effect, 
and  mcrobandise  may  be  imported  under  iu  autlimity. 


Sac.  6.  Jnd  be  it  further  enaetedt  Tfiat  all  penalties  an^^ 
forfciturea  itunined  by  force  of  tluaaet  shall  be  sued  fr^ 
recovered,  ^s64butcd  and  accounted  for,  in  the  Woner 
preaeribed  by  the  act,  wititled  *■  An  act  to  reguls'^  tbe 
collection  of  duties  on  Imports  and  tonnage,"  pftaaed  on 
die  second  day  ot  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-nine,  and  may  -be  mitigated  or  remitted  in  tbe 
manner  prescribed  by  the  act,eRtitIed  "  An  act  to  provide 
for  mitigating  or  remitting  the  fi«feitiue%  peoaltie^aiMt 
dteabititiea,  accnting  m  certain  eaiea  therein  mention- 
ed,"  passed  on  tbe  third  day  of  March,  one  thatiwid 
seven  hundred  and  nine^r^ven. 

Approved*  March  7,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  repeal  the  act  to  eatabVih  the  Diatriet  of 

Bbkely. 

J?e  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
eaublish  the  District  of  Blakelv,"  approved  the  seven- 
teenth dnr  of  April,  «ghteeh  hundred  and  tweaty'tw^ 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  March  3, 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Nowdl. 

Be  it  enaeted.  See.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  cause  to 
be  paid  to  Samuel  Nowell,  of  New  Hampshire,  a  pension 
of  eight  dollars  per  month  during  his  natural  life,  com* 
mencine  on  the  fourth  day  of  Uarai,  one  thouaand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty. 

Approved*  ifaroli  S;.1831. 

AN  ACT  to  incorporate  a  Fire  Inaurance  Company  in 
Gsoigvtswn,  in  the  Ustrict  of  Columbia. 

Bellenaeted,  tic  That  the  subscribers  to  thiscom- 

Eany,  their  successors  and  assies,  shall  be,  and  they  are 
erehy,  created  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the 
name  and  style  of  the  *'  Potomac  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Georgetown  and  shall  by  that  name  have  suc- 
oeasion,  and  shall  be  able  to  sue  and  be  sued,  implead  and 
be  impleaded,  in  alt  eouita  of  hiw  in  the  United  Slates, 
and  to  make  and  use  one  common  seal,  and  the  aame  to 
alter  and  amend  at  their  pleasure. 

Sec.  3.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted,  Thnt  subscriptions 
be  opened  in  Georgetown,  in  tlie  District  aforesaid,  un- 
der the  direction  of  Francis  Dodge,  Raphael  Semmes, 
Wa'ter  Smith,  John  Kurta,  William  S.  Nicholls,  L-  G. 
Davidson,  J(>hn  MarliUTT.  Joel  Crultenden,  O.  M.  Lhithi- 
cum.  JamcaDimlop,  WiHbini  G.  Ridgeley,  Samuel  Hum- 
phreys, and  William  Ilayman,  as  Commissioners,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  therti,  for  raising  a  capital  stock  of  two  hundroil 
tliotisand  dollars,  divided  into  eight  thousand  shares  of 
twenty-five  dollars  each. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fiirlker  enaded,  Tliat  the  said  Com- 
missioners, after  giving  ten  days  previous  notice  of  the 
time  and  pbee  for  rcceivmg  subscriptions  of  the  said 
stock,  shall  proceed  to  receive  tlie  same  ;  and  should  the 
number  of  shares  subscribed  exceed  the  number  of  which 
the  capital  ntock  consists  then,  and  In  such  case,  the  said 
Commissioners  are  hereby  authoriae<l  and  directed  su  to 
apportion  the  shares  subscribed  among  the  several  sub- 
BcriberS,  by  proportional  reduction,  as  may  reduce  the 
whole  to  the  aforesaid  number  of  eight  thotisand  shares. 

Sec.4.  Atd  be  it  farther  enacted,  'lliat  the  sum  of  one 
dolbr  on  each  artiare  shall  be  paid  to  the  Commissioners 
Bt  the  time  of  subscribing,  and  a  further  sum  of  four  dol- 
lars on  each  share  of  sto^  by  instalments,  after  giving 
thirty  days  previous  notice  to  the  stockholders,  in  one  or 
more  newspapers  printed  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  not 
exceeding  two  dollara  on  each  sliare  i  and  that  the  re- 
mainder of  the  said  twenty-five  dollars  shaH  be  secured 
by  notes  payable  on  demand,  signed  atid  eiidoned  to  the 
satisfiistion  of  th»  Prewdent  anti  Director^.  1*be  said 
notes  ahall  be  renewed  whenever  the  directors  may  con- 
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Lmea  of  t&e  United  Slaia. 


nikr  H  pr^w  i  but  tbe  diraoton  are  hcraby  raquired  to 
OHM  the  luw  to  be  Maewad  it  least  once  m>vety  twelve 
rncHilh*!  and  e¥ci7itoeUioU«r  neglecting  ornfuuiwto 
renew  bb  vote,  or  tief^eotiiuf  or  refiuupg  to  kBv  in- 
sUlraeat,  when  required  by  the  Prvaident  aadDireclan 
■u  to  do,  tbitll  forfeit  all  his  interest  in  this  company,  and 
be  belli  lidtle  for  his  proportion  of  any  loss  which  may 
have  oficurrcd  preriiMiato  audi  neglect  or  rafuaal. 

Sec*  JmiUUpKlhtemada^  That,  shwld  any  for- 
mture  be  utcurred  by  any  member  of  this  institution,  the 
same  may  be  annulled,  remitted,  and  made  void  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  whole  board  of  directort  present  at  llw  meet- 
ing at  which  the  motion  for  such  remission  shall  be  made  ■ 
FroBid^  That  no  nmittaiwe  of  any  forfeiture  under  this 
act  aball  take  place  without  the  payment  of  the  principal 
or  said  instalment,  and  interest  thervon,  or  the  ivnewal 
of  his  note,  as  required  by  the  directors,  as  also  the  pay. 
went  oThis  proportion  ofnich  loss  as  may  have  occurred 
previous  to  such  forfeiture. 

Sec.  6.  Aiidbeit  fwlhertnaeUd,  Thst,  as  soon  as  two 
thousand  shares  shall  be  subscribed  for,  the  Commiuion- 
en  hereby  authorized  to  receive  subscriptions  shall  call  a 
tteetingofthc  subscribers,  after  giving  ten  days  notice  in 
one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  printed  in  tbe  District  of 
Cehimbia  <  and  the  subscribers  who  Aall  assemble  in 
consequence  of  sueb  notice,  or  appear  by  proxy,  shall 
dioose  by  ballot  from  among  the  atockboklers,  by  a  ma- 
wity  of  voteik  twelve  directors,  who  shall  continue  in 
office  unUl  the  first  Monday  in  August,  in  the  vear  one 
thousand  eight  hnndred  and  thirty-one  t  on  which  Mon- 
day m  AugiMt,  in  eirenr  succeecting  year  thereafter,  an 
election  shall  be  held  for  twelve  «Urecton  as  afore^kl. 
who  ihall  contmue  tn  office  for  one  year  from  the  time  of 
their  elc«^on,  and  untU  oUiers  shall  be  chosen  In  their 
stead  i  and  the  said  directors,  at  their  first  meeting,  shaU 
choose  from  among  themselves,  or  from  the  stockKoIden 


Constitution  of  the  United  States}  that  the  Mid  preMdei* 
and  dirceten  shall  conduct  business  in  Georgetown,  tlut 
tbey  shdl  keep  full,  &ir,  and  coirect  entries  of  their 
transaetkm^  which  shall  be  at  all  tinies  open  to  the  in- 
spection of  the  stockbohlen;  they  shall  aUo  bare  power 
to  hire  or  purchase  a  suitable  building  or  buildingi  in 
Georgetown,  for  the  purpose  of  tnuuacting  the  affairs  of 
the  institution;  that  the  preridant,  or  such  other  penon 
as  may  be  appimted  in  his  place,  and  four  directors,  afasU 
form  a  quorum  for  tiuisacting  buaneaa,  and  all  quesdons 
which  may  ccnne  befmrthem  ^11  be  ded4ed  by  a  plu- 
rality of  votes. 

Sbc.  9.  AndUit  farihte  obmM  That  aH  policies  oT 
insurmnee  made  by  thu  corpotation  shall  be  signed  by  the 
President,  attested  by  the  Secretaiy,  and  aeakd  with 
the  common  seal  thereof*  and  all  losses  on  any  such  po- 
licy or  policies  shall  be  adjusted  by  the  preHdent  and 
board  of  directors,  and  paid,  agreeably  to  the  tmna  oi 
the  policy,  out  of  tbe  funds  of  the  company. 

Sec  10.  M  be  U  JurOer  maded.  That  dividends  of 
tlie  nelt  profits  arising  on  the  eapilal  stock,  or  ae  mocb 
thercofasto  them  may  appear  advisable,  after  reaerviog 
one*third  of  the  nett  profits  as  a  surplus  fund,  until  it 
shall  amount  to  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,shaU 
he  made  at  such  periods  as  the  premdent  and  directors 
nay  jodge  proper,  not  oftener  than  once  in  six  nwnthEk 
and  the  same  duUl  be  paid  to  the  stockholders  or  Uiev 
legal  represcntaivest  but  if  a  dividend  shall  at  anytime 
be  declared  of  a  greater  amount  ^n  the  nett  prmbU  of 
tbe  said  company  at  the  time  of  making  the  same,  eaiii 
and  every  director  that  consented  thereto,  shall,  and  is  here- 
by declared  to  be  Uable  for,  in  hu  individual  capacity,  and 
bound  to  contribute  to  make  good  the  defideucy  m  the 
capital  stock  occastooed  by  such  improper  di«-tdencl. 

Sec,  II.  Jnd  be  it  farther  etuuted.  That  no  stock- 
holder shall  be  answerable,  in  his  person  or  individual 


atW.  a  President  and  allow  h  m  l  ""'l*  ***  "nawerable,  in  his  person  or  individual 

l«n2Sin  for  bU^Jv  e«  f.wL  ^  rZ.  «f^^i,  ^"^  P~P«rty'  f«  ^^t^ct  or  agreei£ent  of  said  compa- 
J^JiSror  XTdS^uLTfi^^^  defici^es,  or  frilurea.  of  £e 

a^Tof  tlie  Otrectors,  S?reSw  *tS!o«  ™v  ll^  '  ^P"!*  '''f^'^"^"^  "«J>t the  case  of  a 

ot^en  to  supply  tS  placVsTri^^Tlbe  rSSndiyof  Si '  ^^^f  mproptr  divid^r^,  as  before  p«>- 

lermfwwhlcl.  thep-wSrechwen.*^  "ilr*  f**. !"  t^e  te^th  section  of  this  act,  but  the  wbote 

Sxc.  7  And  6eil  further  enaeUd,  That  even-  subscn- 

S3K?^.So'J^r«^^^^^^^  Th.tthe.tock*. 
ten  shares,  one  vT^Ji  evj^fi"^:  sh«f^^  1  ^ir^^^^'^i '"^i*'*!'^  fTlS"'  I^a^l^rf  not  real 

hold  over  ten  shares  as  tu  as  fifty  oth«  sbuSTa.^  ™i  i         '  *  .^c assigned  anc) tmnaferred  on  tkebooks 

vote  for  every  ^^^i^^y  ^t^^iS^",t  n^SA  ^1^^^  power  of  attor«.v  only; 

sixty  shares.  ^  ?«*  atockhokler  indebted  to  tlie  company  shaU  be 


ofthe  aatd  capital  stock,  together  with  aH  property. 

and  credit^  belon|^  thereunto^  and  noUiiw 
more,  shall  at  any  Ume  be  uswcrable  for  tbe  demands 


aixty  shares. 

.K-*""  h  ^"^  *f  » t^*^  •ff^'in.  of 

this  institution  aliall  be  conducted  by  the  piesidentand 
dveetors  elected  as  aforesaid,  that  tbe  president  shall 
pivside  at  all  meetings  of  the  directory  and,  in  case  of 
absence,  his  place  may  be  supi>lied  by  one  of  tlte  direc- 
tors,  appointed  by  the  boartl,  that  the  president  and  di- 
rectors shall  have  power  and  authority  to  make  ait  kinds 
of  insurances  against  loM  or  damage  by  fire,  and  insur- 
ancos  on  uiUnil  transporunon  of  goods,  wares,  merchan- 
dise, and  counlry.  produce,  not  exceeding  ten  thousand 
dollars  111  any  one  policy,  and  to  invest  tiie  funds  of  tlie 
institution  in  stock,  or  dispoM  ofthe  same  in  such  man. 
nerasin  their  judgment  maybe  most  advantageous  to  tlie 
-  said  iustitution,  lliat  they  iliall  liave  full  power  and  au- 
tbority  to  appoint  a  SecreUry,  and  such  other  clerks  and 
sen  ants  under  Uiein  ss  shall  be  necessary  for  transactinir 
the  business  of  the  said  institution,  and  may  allow  them 
moh  safciry  as  tbey  shall  judge  reiuonable,  to  ordain  and 
establish  such  by  laws,  ordinances,  and  r««uIatioiis,  as 
idiall  appear  to  them  necessary  for  rvgulaling  and  con- 
ducting the  concerns  of  the  said  i^stOutian,  not  being 
contrary  to,  or  inconnstcnt  with,  this  act,  or  the  laws  and 


...   j  ■  "  ™—  ™  —n'  auBU  tn; 

permitted  to  make  a  transfer,  or  receive  a  tUvidend,  un- 
til such  debt  is  paid  or  secured  to  the  satia&ction  of  tbe 
president  and  board  of  directors. 

Bsc  13.  Andbe  U  furtker  enacted.  That  this  mrt  shall 
be  and  continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  December 
in  the  yew  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty,  and 
until  the  end  ofthe  next  sestton  of  Coagren  which  shall 
happen  thereafter!  and  on  the  dissolution  or  expintion 
ofUiis  cliarter,  the  president  and  directon  fbrUiethae 
being  shall  toke  prtHnpt  and  effectual  meaaurea  fw  cka- 
ing  all  Its  concerns,  but  no  such  dissolution  or  eutntion 
shall  op<^te  so  as  to  prevent  any  suits  to  be  brought  or 
continued  by  or  against  the  said  corporation,  for  any  debt 
or  claim  due  by  or  to,  the  same,  and  which  araae  preri< 
ously  to  said  dissolution  or  exphtition,  but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  closing  iu  concemjy  iu  corporate  uovcti  ifaaU 
remain  unimpaired.  r 
Approved,  March  2, 1831. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  fat  the  further  compensatioa  ofthe 
Marshal  ofthe  District  of  Rhode  Mend. 

mS.'i  r^'lf'^  TlMttheMarslwiof  theDistrictof 
Bhode  Island  «baU  be  entitled  to  receive  in  addition  to 
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the  eompemtkm  mht  itQpwed  by  lawi  »n  uihiaI  w- 
^axf  of  two  hundred  dollar^  payable  quarteriy,  out  of 
migr  money 'm  the  TreaMuy,  aot  otiierwiae  appropriated. 
A|^rorcd»  March  3»  1B31. 

AN  ACTfor  the  relief  of  certain  holdera  of  certiScates 
iaaued  in  lieu  of  land*  injured  by  earthquakes  in  Mia> 
aeuri. 

Be  ii  enaeted.  Ice.  nti  the  legal  owners  of  any  cer- 
tiftoatet  Of  new  location  inued  under  the  aet  of  aeren- 
teenlli  of  February,  one  tfaoumnd  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen,  (or  the  relief  of  persons  whose  lands  were  in^r< 
ed  by  earthquafceein  Missouri,  which  nay  have  been  lo- 
cated upon  lands,  sny  part  of  whictihas  been  adjudged 
to  any  person  or  persons  as  a  right  of  pre-emption,  shall 
be  aothorised  to  locate  such  wammU  upon  auch  landa 
•sarelialMetoentryatpiwateialei  PnoiidM,  That  pre- 
viouB  to  making  auch  new  location,  the  legal  ownen 
aforesaid  shall  relinquish  to  the  United  States  all  claim 
to  the  previous  location:  jBnd  Proeiied  jiirtker.  That 
such  locations  sliall  be  made  and  patents  issued  therefor, 
under  the  same  regulations,  and  reairictioos,  as  if  the 
locations  had  been  nude  under  the  provisions  of  the  ae- 
cMHid  section  of  the  act  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  entitled,  *<  An 
act  to  perfect  certain  locationa  and  sales  of  the  public 
landa  in  Uissouri." 

Sec.  2.  jSnd  be  it  furtlur  eiuetti.  That  thiaaetabaU 
remain  in  force  for  the  verm  of  eighteen  montba  from  the 
pnasage  thereof. 

Aj^mred,  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  reKef  of  Jaroca  Belter. 

Be  U  eneOed,  he.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  bev  and 
he  ia  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  place  the  name 
of  Janiea  Belger  on  the  list  of  invalid  pensionera,  and  to 
pay  him  at  Uie  rate  of  four  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  limt  day  of  Jamuny,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-one.  • 

ApprOTcd,  March  3,  I8S1. 

AN  ACT  to  rectify  the  miatake  m  the  name  of  Will^un 
Tumeyi  an  invalid  pendoner. 

Beit  enacted,  fce.  That  the  name  of  ■*  William Tur- 
ney"  in  the  fifth  aectioq  of  the  act,  approved  the  twen- 
tieth of  Hay,  eighteen  hundred  and  thuty,  entitled  ■'  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  sundry  revolutionary  and  other  of- 
ficers and  uddiersi  and  for  other  purposes,  be  chained 
to  Wimam  T^me^,  and  that  the  said  WUUam  2My 
and  no  other,  may  have  and  eiyjoy  all  the  relief  and  be> 
neBt  granted  fay  the  aaid  act  to  **Wimvd  Ttm^y." 

Approved,  March  3, 1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Jackson  and  Lucius 
M.  Higgins,  of  Newbeni,  North  Carolina. 

Be  il  enaeted,  &c.  Hiat  there  be  isauedf  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  register  for 
the  schooner  JuUa  D.  Ramac^y  btiilt  in  Quebec,  but  now 
owned  by  Daniel  Jacfcaon  and  Luinua  H.  Higgins,  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  and  lying  at  the  port  of  New- 
born* in  North  Carolina,  whenever  the  said  Jackson  and 
H'gKi""  bIu^'  furnish  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with 
satisfactory  proof  that  the  said  schooner  has  been  repair. 
ed  in  tlie  United  Statea,  and  that  the  coat  of  repairing 
her,  by  her  preaent  owners,  exceeds  three-feurths  of  the 
original  cost  of  building  n  vessel  of  the  Moie  tonnage  in 
the  United  SUtes. 

Approved,  Match  3;  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  W'dliam  Delzel),  of  Ohio. 
Beiitmdedt       That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,uid 
be  ia  her^,  authmied  and  myurtd  to  plaee  tho 


of  William  Del^td^  on  Ac  list  of  nvdtitionary  pensioi>- 
ei8,and  to  pay  him  at  tiie  rate  of  dght  ddlara  per  numib» 
to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  Januaij,  eighteen  bui^ 
dred  and  thirty-one. 

Approved,  Uaroh  2, 1831. 

AN  ACT  declaring  the  assent  ti  Congress  io  aii  adt  o^ 
the  Genend  AmemWy  of  the  State  crohio^  berehuAef 
reeitod. 

Be  il  enaetedt  Stc.  That  the  consent  of  Ibe  United 
Slates  sliall  be,  and  is  bereby  given  to  an  aet  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  entitled  **  An  act  fbr 
the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  United  States*  road," 
passed  the  fourth  day  of  February,  in  the  yrar  of  our 
Lord  one  tliousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  which 
act  is  in  the  words  and  figures  fiallQwing,  to  wit  i 
'Be  U  enaeledbjfttxGeneralJmaSfyi^tU  Stale 

*  Ohio,  That  whenever  the  concent  of  the  Congrem  or 

*  the  United  States  to  this  act  sliall  be  obtained,  the  Go- 
'  vemor  of  this  State  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  autho. 
■  rized  to  take  under  l}la  care,  on  bel»lf  of  this  State,  so 
'  much  of  the  road,  commonly  called  the  National  Road, 
<  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  as  shall  then  be  finished 

*  and  also*  auch  other  sections,  or  patta  thereof,  as  may 
'  thereafter  be  progreariyely  finished  within  the  limits 
'  aforcssid,  whenever  the'  same  shall  be  completed  t  and 

*  he  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  authorised  to  cause  gates  and 

*  tolUhouses  ta  be  erected  on  said  toad,  at  such  finished 

*  parts  thereof  sa  he  shall  think  proper,  for  the  purpose 

*  of  ooHecting  tolls,  as  provided  by  tne  fiMtrth  section  of 
'tfaiaacti  PnvtdiJt  The  number  of  gatearfbiesald  shall 

*  mat  exceed  one  on  any  space  or  iKstanee  of  twenty 
'  milea, 

*  Sec.  3  That  a  superintendent  shall  be  appmnted  by 
'  the  Governor,  whose  du^  AMI  be  to  exercise  all  rea. 
'  aonabte  vigihuice  and  diUgenee  in  the  ear^  of  the  road 

*  committed  to  his  charge  ;  to  contract  fbr  and  direct 

*  the  appticatioit  of  tbe  htbor,  materials,  and  other  things 
'  neeeaaaiy  fbr  the  preservation,  repair,  and  improvement 
'  thereof  i  he  aludi  nay  for  the  same  out  of  such  sums  as 

*  the  Governor  dtall  ftimish  him  for  that  purpose,  snb- 

*  ject  to  sueh  responmbility  and  aocountability  as  the 
'  aaid  Governor  shall  dictate  ;  and  shall  confbrm  to  sach 

*  instructions  as  the  Governor  shall  prescribe  fur  his  con- 

*  duct,  in  all  partieulara  relative  to  iiis  nid  trust :  he 
'  may  he  empowered  to  suspend  the  functions  of  any 
'  toll-gatherer  fhr  alleged  nnwonduct,  tHl  the  pleasure 

*  of  the  Governor  shall  be  k»ovrn«  and  to  fill  the  vacancy 
'  thereby  occasioned  during  such  interval  i  and  it  shah 
'  be  his  duty  to  give  infbrmation  of  the  fiwts  in  such  case 

*  to  the  Governor,  without  anv  unnecessary  delay  :  the 

*  said  superintendent  shall  hold  his  office  during  the 

*  pleasure  of  the  Governor,  who  shall  allow  him  a  reason- 
'  able  eompenaatiiMi  fbr  his  aerviees. 

*  Sec  3.  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  ia  hereby  au- 

*  thori^  to  appoint  the  necessary  collectors  of  tons,and 

*  to  remove  any  of  them  at  his  pleasure  i  and  also,  to  al- 

*  low  Uiem,  respectively,  such  stipulated  compensation 

*  aa  he  may  deem  reasonable.  It  sliall  be  the  duty  of  esch 
'  end  every  toll.coUector  to  demsnd  and  receive,  at  the 

*  gate  or  atation  aasigned  him  Inr  the  Governor,  tlw  toUs 
'  pieacribed  and  cBreeted  by  the  fourth  section  of  this 
'  act  t  and  to  pay  monthly  Into  the  treasury,  according 

*  to  the  dhrecttons  they  may  receive  from  the  Treasurer 

*  of  the  State,  all  the  moneys  so  cottected  by  said  collec- 

*  tors,  thst  shall  remain,  lAer  dedu6ting  their  compensa- 
■  tioH  afbreiud ;  tbe  mid  collectors  shall  be  gov«ned,  in 

*  alt  respects  relative  to  their  offlfle,  by  Mich  regulaUonB 

*  as  the  Governor  shall  oid^n,  in  Mder  to  ensure  a  due 

*  responsibility  and  fidthfhl  diacharge  of  their  daties. 
'  Sec.  4.  Thtf,  as  soon  as  the  said  gates  and  toll- 

*  bouaea  shaU  be  ereoted,  H  shaH  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
<  tsH^oUectoivuid  tiwyoK  herel^  required,  todemtnd 
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Lout  of  tie  ViiUtdSuata. 


*  and  reeeke  fbr  paiatng  the  nid  gmtef  the  toUa  and  rates 

*  hereafter  mentioned  ;  and  they  may  atop  any  person 

*  riding^,  leading,  or  dririDg  any  honei,  cattle,  nilky, 

■  chair*  pbseton,  cart,  chaise, wapm,  sleigl),  sled,  or  other 

*  carrian  of  burden  or  pltMure,  from  y^aAax  through 

*  the  sakt  pite^  until  they  ihall  respectively  nave  paid 

*  fiw  pMinK  the  same,  that  ia  to  say  t  for  every  apace  of 

*  twenty  m'lliM  in  lei^^  on  aid  raed,  die  Mlovin;  tuna 

*  of  money,  and  ao  In  proportion  for  evciv  mater  er  les- 

*  aer  distance,  to  wit :  For  every  score  otaneep  or  ho^ 

*  ten  cents  i  for  every  sctm  of  cetde,  twenty  cent* ;  for 

*  every  led  or  drove  horM,  three  f:ents  i  for  every  mule 
*orMi^  led  or  driven,  tlwceoentat  for  every  horee  and 
■rkler,  sixandonefowthcentai  for  every  ded  or  aleigffa 

*  drawn  by  one  horae  or  ox,  twelve  and  one  half  cenU  < 

*  for  eYerr  hor«e  or  ox  in  addition,  six  and  one  fourth 
'  cents  t  for  every  dearborn,  sulky,  cbai^  or  chaise,  with 

*  one  hone,  twelve  and  one  half  cents  %  for  every  horse 
'  in  addition,  to.  and  one  fourth  cents ;  for  ev«y  chariot, 

*  coach,  coachee*  stwe  or  pha-ton,  with  two  hones, 

*  eighCeen  and  three  fourth  cents    for  every  hoiae  in 

*  aadWoa,  rix  and  one  fourth  cents  t  for  every  other  car- 

*  riage  of  pleasure,  under  whatever  name  .it  may  gt>,  the 

*  like  sum,  according  to  the  number  of  wheels  and  hones 

*  drawing  the  tame «  for  every  cart  or  wagon  whose 
'  wheels  do  not  exceed  the  breadth  of  two  and  one  half 

*  inches,  twelve  and  one  half  cents  t  for  each  horse  or  ox 

■  dnwing  the  same,  six  and  one  fourth  cents  ;  for  every 

*  cart  or  wagon  whose  wheels  sliaU  exceed  two  and 

*  one  half  inches  in  breadUi,  and  not  exceedhtg  four 

*  inches,  six*  and  one  fourth  cents  i  for  every  bone  or 

*  ox  dnwii^  the  mmr,  three  cents  t  and  for  every  other 

*  cart  or  wagon  whose  wheels  shall  exceed  four  inche% 

*  and  not  exceeding  Ave  inches  in  breadth,  four  cents  ; 

*  for  every  horae  or  ox  drawing  the  same  two  cents  \  and 

*  all  other  wagons  er  carta  whose  wheels  shall  exceed  six 

*  inebet  in  breadth,  shall  pass  the  aaid  gatea  flree  and  clear 
<ofa11t(dlsi  Pmvidedt  'I'hat  nothing  in  thu  act  aball  be 
'  construed  so  as  to  authorize  any  tolls  to  be  received  or 

*  cellected  from  any  person  passing  to  or  from  public 

*  worship,  or  to  or  from  any  musten,  or  to  nr  from  his 

*  oomnum  busineM  on  tus  farm  or  wood  land,  or  to  or 

*  ftom  a  fonecal,  or  to  or  fnini  a  mill,  or  to  or  ftxnn  his 

*  common  place  of  trading  or  mariceting,  within  the 

*  county  in  which  he  reside^  including  their  wagons, 

*  carriages,  and  horses  or  oxen  dnwing  the  mme  :  Pro- 

*  mdedt  aitOf  That  no  toU  shill  be  received  or  collected 

*  for  the  psSBSge  of  any  stage  or  coach  conveying  the 

*  United  State*'  mail,  or  hones  bearing  the  same,  or  any 
'  wagon  or  carriage  laden  with  the  property  of  the  United 

*  States  or  any  cavaliy  or  other  troops,  arms  or  military 
'  ibwes  belomping  to  the  same,  or  to  ahy  of  the  States 

*  ctMipririnf  tms  Union,or  any  person  or  persona  on  duty 

*  in  the  military  scTvice  of  the  United  Sutea^  or  of  the 
'militia  of  any  of  the  States. 

*  Sec  5.  Tliat  the  moneys  so  collected  shall  constitute 
«ft  flind,  to  be  denoimnated  the  United  Statea*  Koed 

*  Fond  t  and  ao  much  thereof  as  may  be  paid  into  the  Tree- 

*  sury  agreeabty  to  the  provisions  above  recited,  shall  be 

■  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Governor,  who  shall  pay  out 
'of  ssid  fund  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent,  and  the 

*  expenses  incident  to  the  superintendence  and  collection, 

*  other  than  tboae  panicubriy  provided  for  in  this  act,  and 
'afaall  cause  the  remaining  nett  proceeds  the  revenue 
'  cidlected  as  abovementioned  to  be  applied  solely  and 

■  exdusively  to  Uie  preservation^  repair,  and  improvement 

*  of  said  road,  and  to  no  other  purpose  whatever. 

*  Sec.  6.  That  direotora  ^all  be  set  up  at  proper  and 

■  convenient  rituationi^  to  caution  all  conducton  or  driven 
<of  carriages  on  the  road  afore^id,  that  they  slull  at  aH 

*  times  pass  on  the  lefl  of  each  other,  under  the  penalty 

*  of  five  dollami^  ev«T  offence  :  and  there  sh^  alto  be 
<£Ct  up  at  aome  conqMcuoui  plaec  at  each  gatc^  a  board. 


*  on  which  shall  be  legibly  painted  the  ntes  of  toll,  b  it 

*  provided  fur  in  this  act. 

'  Sec  7.  That  if  any  of  the  toll  collectnn  shall  un. 

*  reasonably  delay  or  hinder  any  passenger  or  trareller,  it 
'  any  of  the  gates,or  i^all  demand  or  receive  more  ti^  thu 

*  is  by  thia  act  established,  he  Aall,  for  each  «nd 
*sneh  offence  forfeit  and  pi^  to  the  psr^  s^nend  tbe 

*  sum  of  ten  dalhn. 

■  See.  8.  That,  if  any  p«rson  riiall  pmposeiy  or  m£- 
'ciously  deface,  or  otherwise  injure  any  of  tbe  vile 

*  stones^  parapet  walls,  culvertsy  or  bridges,  or  toj  of 
'the  masonry  whataoever,  or  any  of  tl^  gatnorloil 
'houses  of  and  bdonging  to  the  and  national  nadiatlni 
'  State,  as  the  same  is  now  eonstnicted,  or  may  tuNsfls 
'be  constructed^ every  peraon  so  offending duB,  upm 
'  conviction  thereof,  be  fined  in  j  sum  not  more  ttun  fire 
'  hundred  dollar^  or  be  imprisoned  in  the  dui^^  of  (ht 
'  jail  of  the  county,  and  be  fed  on  bread  and  water  onl}', 
'not  exceeding  twen^  daj-s,  or  botb,^  tbe dberctionof 
'  the  court. 

•  Sec.  9.  That  if  any  person  shall  purpasetjr  (S, 
'  choak,  or  otherwise  obstruct  any  of  the  iKle  lining 
'liei^  gutters,  or  culverts  of  said  Toad,  now  omlcdrlim' 
■  after  to  be  made,  or  ^all  connect  any  prtvste  raid  a 

*  cartway  with  the  said  natimal  road,  without  A 

*  the  point  of  connexion  a  stone  culvert,  or  paved  ti1I.-j, 

<  or  other  good  and  sufficient  fixture,  so  »,%  to  secure  i 

*  free  paas^^  for  the  water  along  such  «de  dnin,  whm 

*  such  private  road  oi  cartway  connects  wiUi  the  nid 

*  tional  road,  or  if  any  person  shall  purposely  ot  wiKiIly 
'tnvel  upon  audi  parts  of  aud  national  road  as  are  or  ibt 

<  be  in  an  unfinished  state,  against  the  consent  of  the 

*  Superintendent  appointed  by  the  United  States,  or  b» 
'  this  State  %  or  dtall  remove  aiw  of  the  Beacoat  phen! 

<  upon  (be  laid  road  so  in  an  unnnialied  stale  as  sforewd, 
'for  the  diverting  of  the  tnvel  on  and fi«m sndnad. 
'  every  person  so  ofiTending  shall,  upon  eonvietioa  tbeie* 
'  of,  M,  for  every  such  otionee,  fined  in  a  sum  out  ie)i 
'  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  dtdlats. 

'Sec.  10.  ThatifanypevoD  altall  stvtdhisvtgDnisi 
'  team,  or  either  of  them,  over  night,  upon  tbe  pavemeM 
*ftf  said  road,  now  made,  or  whieh  may  heroAet  be 
'  made,  or  sliall  at  any  other  time  stand  a  wagon  and 
'  team,  or  either  of  them,  upon  the  said  pavement 
'  purpose  of  fieedinjr,  or  if  he  diall  in  any  utiier  mtnDet 
'purposely  and  wilfully  objtnict  the  tnvel  uponaid 

*  road,  every  penon  so  offending  diall,  npnn  contictMa 

*  thereof,  for  every  such  offence,  be  fined  in  a  ssm  irt 
'  leas  than  one  nor  mote  than  Ave  deilars. 

'Src.  11.  That  if  any  person  shall  fast  lock  ortrnfii 

*  lock  either  of  the  wheels  of  any  wagon,  coad>,  dwi*! 
'  gig.  aulkey,  carria^,  or  other  two  or  four  wheeled  «■ 
'  hide,  while  tnvelhng  upon  the  pavement  of  ntd  rw. 

*  as  now  made,  or  which  msy  hereafter  be  made,  (eieep! 
'  ing,  however,  such  parts  of  said  road,  as  may  be,  »l  lb« 

<  time  of  such  lockini;,  oovered  whh  ice^)  eveiy  penm  *■ 

*  offending  shall,  ufKHi  eonvietion  thereof,  be  naw  n  t», 
'sum  rtot  leas  than  6ne  nor  mere  than  Ave  dolhn. 

'  Sec.  IS.  The  supervison  oT  roads  snd  higbnn 
'through  wliose  districts  the  aaid  national  road  doe* 
'or  msy  herufler  pass,  are  hereby  sevenlly  aulba''W 
'and  required,  at  the  connection  with,  or  inleiwctiw*. 
'  any  State,  county,  or  township  road,  which  nov  is  ' 
'  hereafter  may  be  established  under  the  lawaof  thi*  Stiu 
'  within  their  respective  district^  to  buSd  snd  ketp  >'• 

*  repair  a  good  and  sufficient  stone  culvotor  psved  nl- 
'  ley,  or  other  good  and  sufficient  fixture,  in  such  mu) 

*  ner  as  to  admit  of  a  five  passsf^e  far  the  water  alooft)'' 
'  side  dnin  or  drains  of  said  national  road  at  tbe  cor>tK- 
'  tion  or  intersection  afoi«saicl,  and  accordii^  to  tbe  pste 

*  thereof,  as  established  by  the  U^ted  Statts*  Sspmi- 
*teiident  of  swd  natioMl  road. 
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'  Sec.  13.  Tha^  for  the  piupoie  of  curjin;  into  efTeet 

*  the  pranMonB  of  this  act,  the  fiorernor  *»  hereby  autho- 

*  rized  to  drmv  on  the  State  tVeaaunr  for  any  sum  of  mo* 
■  ney  not  ezce^mf  two  thooiand  dwarj,  to  be  paid  out 

*  of  any  money  in  the  TreMuty  not  otherwise  appropri- 

<  ated :  Proeittedf  Said  sum  shall  be  refunded  to  the  State 

*  Treasury  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  road  fund  created 
*by  the  provinom  of  this  so  soon  as  the  same  shall 
■be  collected. 

'  Sec  14.  That  all  ftnes,  penaUies,  and  forfeitures  in- 

*  curred  under  the  provlwona  of  this-act,  shall  be  recover- 

*  ed  by  iitdictment  m  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  tbe 
'  county  where  tbe  offence  was  committed,  or  by  action 

*  of  debt,  in  ihe  name  of  the  StatjS  of  Ohio,  for  the  use  of 

*  the  road-fund  establiabed  by  this  act,  which  action  of 

*  debt  may  be  brou^t  befbre  any  jusUce  of  the  peace, 

*  or  other  court  havmg  jurisdiction  thereof,  in  the  county 

*  where  the  offence  was  committed,  or  such  fine,  penal- 
'  ty,  or  forfeiture  was  incurred  t  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 

*  of  tbe  superintendent,  toll-^therers,  and  of  any  other 

*  person  who  will  complain  of  the  same,  to  prosecute  all 

*  offences  against  the  provisions  of  Ihis  act. 

*  Sec.  15.  That  it  shall  be  hwful  for  the  General  As- 

*  sembly,  at  any  future  session  thereof,  without  tbe  coo- 

*  sent  orConrKSB,  to  chanre,  alter,  or  amend  this  act  : 
'  Pnmdedt  That  the  same  snail  not  be  so  changed,  alter- 

*  ed,  or  amended,  as  to  reduce  or  increase  the  rates  of 

*  loU  hereby  estahliriKd,  below  or  above  a  sum  necessa* 

*  ry  to  defray  the  expenses  incident  to  the  preservation 

*  ODd  repair  of  siud  rMd^  to  the  erection  of  ntes  and 
'  toU-bouses  thereon,  ind  fas  the  payment  of  the  fees  or 
*aBUrie»ofthe  superintendent,  the  collectors  of  tolls, 

*  and  sf  such  other  a^nts  as  may  be  necesauily  employ- 

<  ed  in  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  same*  accora- 

*  in^  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act. 

*  Sec.  16.  That  any  person  or  persons  shall  have  the 

*  privilege  of  paying  at  either  of  the  said  gates,  at  the 

*  rates  ^eufiedin  this  act,  the  amount  or  toU  for  any 

*  distance  wbidi  suiib  person  or  perstws  may  derire  to 

■  trsLvel  on  said  road,  and  receive  a  certificate  thereto 

*  from  the  coUector  of  toUs  at  such  gatc^  winch  certift- 
'  cate  shall  be  a  suAuent  voucher  to  procure  the  passage 

*  of  such  person  or  perions  throu^  anv  other  gate  or 

*  crates  named  in  aaia  certificate  :  iProviaei,  That  printed 

*  forms  of  such  certificates  shall  be  flmdshed  b;ir  the  ra^ 
'  petintendent  to  be  app«^ted  under  the  pronrions  of 

*  this  act  to  ekeh  coHector  of  tollis  and  shall  be  counter- 

*  signed  by  Mich  superintendent,  and  otherwise  so  devi- 

■  sed  as  to  prevent  mud  or  imposition  ;  and  no  certifl- 
*■  cate  shall  be  considered  as  vahd  under  this  section;  un- 

*  less  such  cdtificate^all  be  authenticated  as  afbres^ 

*  Sec.  17.  That  thtf  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  pre- 

*  ventiou  vX  injuries  to  tbe  National  Road  in  (Hiio,'*  pass* 

*  ed  Fehrany  dereoth,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty 

*  ei|rht»  bc^  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  i  Frooidxd, 

*  Amoeeer,  That  allfcetions  and  prosecudons  which  may 

*  now  be  pending  abaU  be  prosecuted  to  final  judgment 

■  and  execution,  and  all  offences  committed  before  the 
'  taking  effect  of  this  act,  ^all  be  prosecuted  and  pun- 

*  i^hed  in  the  same  manner  u  If  the  above  meatiooed  act 

*  wasnotrepeded.' 

approved  :  March  3, 1831. 

AfV  ACT  to  regulate  the  Fardgnand  Coestii^  Trade  on 
tlie  Northern,  NBtthssstem,  aad  North-western  fron* 
tiers  of  tbe  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

^e  U  ataeted,  tte.  That,  ftom  and  after  first  dqr  of 
^psAl  next,  no  custom-house  feea  shall  be  levied  or  col* 
leo«ed  on  any  nft,  flat,  beat,  or  vessel  of  the  Umted 
States  entering  otherwise  tban  by  sea,  at  any  port  of 
thtt  United  States  on  the  rivers  and  lakes  on  oor  Norths 
ern»  Itortii-casteni,  and  Nwdt-westem  frootiers. 


Sec.  2.  .Snd  be  if  JartJur  aieeted.  That  from  and  after 
the  first  day  (rf  April  next,  the  same  and  no  hi^er  ton- 
nage duties  and  custom-house  charges  of  any  kind  shall' 
be  levied  and  collected  on  any  British  colonial  raf\,  flat, 
boat,  or  vessel,  entering  otiierwise  than  by  sea,  at  any 
port  of  the  United  States  on  tUe  rivers  and  lakes  on  our 
Northern,  North-eastern,  and  North-western  frontiers, 
than.mav  be  levied  and  collected  on  any  raft,  flat,  boat, 
or  Teasel,  entennf>^  otherwise  than  by  sea,  at  any  of  the 
ports  of  the  Brilish  possessions  on  our  Northern,  Ndrth* 
eastern,  and  North-western  frontiers  i  and  that,  firom  and 
after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  no  higher  dtscrimiitatiug 
duty  shall  be  levied  or  collected  on  merchandise  import- 
ed into  the  United  States,  in  the  pwls  aforesaid,  and 
otherwise  than  by  sea,  than  may  be  levied  and  collected 
on  merchandise  when  imported  in  like  mannci^  other- 
wise than  by  sea,  into  the  British  possessions  on  our 
Northern.  North-eastero,  and  North-western  frontiers 
from  the  United  States.  *  . 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  from  and  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  any  boat,  sloop,  or  other  vessel  of 
tbe  United  Sutes^  navigating  the  waters  on  our  North- 
ern, North-eastern,  and  North-western  frontiers,  other- 
wise, thsn  by  sea,  shall  be  enn^led  and  licenced  in  such 
form  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury {  which  enrollment  and  license  shall  authorize  any 
such  boat,  sloop,  or  other  vessel,  to  be  employed  either 
in  the  coasting  or  foreign  trade  ;  and  no  certificate  of  re- 
gistry shall  be  required  for  vessels  so  employed  on  sMd 
frontiers :  Frot^dedf  That  such  boat,  sloop,  or  vessel, 
diall  be,  in  evety  other-  respect  liable  to  the  rules, 
regulations,  and  pemltie^  now  in  foree^  rdating  tQ  re- 
gistered  vessels  on  our  Northern,  North-eastern,  and 
North-western  frontiers. 

Sic. 4-  Jndbeit  further  enaded.  That  in  lieu  of  the 
fees,  eiiK^uments,  udary,  and  commissions,  now  allowed 
by  law  to  any  ooUectcw  or  aurveyctf  of  any  district  oo  oar 
Nonhcrn,  North-eastern,  and  North  western  lakes  and 
rivers,  each  collector  or  surveyor,  u  aftvesaid,  shaU  re- 
oeivB  annually,  in  full  eompeosBtion  for  these  ■Mviees^ 
an  amount  equal  to  the  entire  cmipenAtion  received  by 
such  officer  wiring  the  past  year. 

Approved  :  Hatch  3, 1831. 

AN  ACTdednatoty  of  the  law  eoneerdng  ContciBiita 

of  Court 

SeUenadedthxt.  Thatthe powerf^tfae'scvaaloouits 
of  the  United  States  to  issue  attachments  and  itdict  sum- 
.mary  punishments  for  contenq>ts  of  court,  sball  not  be 
.constnied  to  extend  to  any  cases  exc^t  tbe  misbdia- 
viour  of  any  person  or  penons  in  «he  presence  of  the 
sud  courts,  or  so  near  thereto  as  to  obsbuct  the  adnunie- 
ixationof  jostic^  the  nuBbehsmoar  of  any  of  the  oficers 
ofthesaideoBTtsia  thdr  official  ttansaetSensk  and  the 
disobedience  or  resistance  by  any  officer  of  the  sdd 
courts,  party,  juror,  witness,  or  any  other  peraoa  at 
person^  to  any  lawfiil  wnt,  process,  order,  rule,  decree, 
or  command  m  the  said  counts. 

Sec.  3.  Jnd  it  it  further  enacted.  That  if  aay  person 
or  persons  shal^  omupthr,  or  by  threats  or  fiwoe,  en- 
deavor tv  influence,  intiinidate,  or  impede  any  juror, 
witness,  or  officer,  in  any  court  of  the  United  States^  fat 
the  disdiaige  of  his  duty,  or  shall,  eoirupUy,  or  by  ttoeirts 
or  force,  obstruct  or  impede,  or  endeavor  to  obstruct  or 
impede,  the  due  admimstration  of  justice  therein,  every 
person  or  persons  so  offisiiding,  shall  be  liable  to  prose- 
cution therefor  bv  indictment,  and  shall,  on  conviotion 
thereof,  be  puniwed  by  fine,  not  exceeding  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  or  by  imprisunment  not  axoeeAog  three 
months,  or  both,  acectuag  to  the  natute  end  Wiwr»- 
.tioD  ef  tbe  dfenee. 
Approved  I  Match  3^  183;. 
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Law  of  the  United  State*. 


AS  ACT  for  the  relief  sf  the  legil  repreBcntatires  of 
I'eter  Celestino  Walker  and  J<^n  Peter  Walker,  de- 
ccascd,  and  of  Joiepb  Walker,  of  the  State  of  Mis- 

Bettinadeiy  E3e.  Tfiat  the  legal  representatives  of 
Peter  Celeitino  Walker,  deceased,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  enter  Ami  locate  on  any  of  ihe  pub- 
lic lauds  of  the  United  Statea,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
which  have  been  offered  for  sale  at  public  sale,  and  are 
now  subject  to  cntiy  *t  private  sale,  the  quantity  of  five 
hiindretlacrea  of  land,  in  legal  subdiyisions.  In  lieu  of  the 
quantity  of  five  huHdrvd  acres  of  land  granted  to  the  said 
Peter  C.  Walker,  by  the  Snanisli  Government,  by  warrant 
and  order  of  survey,  whicli  has  been  sold  by  the  United 
States.  And  that  the  le^l  representativesof  John  Peter 
Walker,  deceased,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to 
enter  and  locate  on  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States^  in  the  State  of  >tiius«ppi,  whicli  have  been  offer* 


ed  fbraale,  and  are  npw  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale,  |  wit: 


Be  it  etuuted,  &c  That  the  District  Court  of  the  Wai- 
ted States,  for  the  Louistaim  District,  be  authorized  anl 
directed  to  order  the  proceeds  of  the  aaid  aeaim  now 
deposited,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  said  Court,  to  be 
paid  over  to  the  aud  Beverly  Chew,  and  the  leg»!  re- 
presentatives of  the  md  William  Emenon  and  Edwin 
Lorraine,  respectively,  • 

Approved,  . March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT   making  appropriations  for  buiUiR^  ligb*- 
liouaes,  light-boat^  beacons,  and  inaiiiUDeiit%  and 

placing  buoys. 

StUenadedt  &a  That  the  folloiiving  apptopriatiota 
be*  and  Ute  same  are  hereby,  made,  and  directed^  to  be 
pud  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  ttot  ottiervite  ap- 
propriated, to  enable  the  Secretafy  of  the  Tyeasuiy  to 
provide,  by  contract,  fbr  building-  li^t-housc*^  Ugfat. 
tKMta,  bracoDS,  and  monument^  aod  pbcni^  Xtaan,  to 


five  hundred  acres  of  land,  in  legal  subdivisions,  in  lieu 
of  the  quantity  of  five  hundred  acres,  granted  to  the  said 
John  Peter  Walker,  by  the  Spanish  Govemment,  by  war- 
rant and  order  of  surrey,  which  has  been  sold  by  the 
United  SUtes. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itjiaiker  emuted^  Tliat  Joseph  Walker 
be,  and  be  hereby  is  authotized,  to  enter  and  locate  on 
any  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  in  the  State 
of  MiMisnppi,  which  have  been  offered  at  public  sale, 
and -are  now  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale,  five  hundred 
acres  of  land,  by  legal  sub^viriona,  in  lieu  of  five  hun- 
dred acres  granted  to  the  said  Joseph  Walker  by  the 
Smnidi  Goremment,  by  warrant  and  order  of  survey, 
woidi  baa  been  sold  by  the  United  Statet. 

Appro^-ed  :  March  3, 1831. 

AN  ACT  fcH-  the  relief  of  William  T.  Carrdl,  Clerk  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enaetedt  &c.  That  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars be  appropriated,  to  be  paid  by  the  Secretnrv  of  the 
Treaaury,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otlier- 
wiae  appropriated,  to  compensate  William  T.  Carroll, 
Clet^  of  the  Supreme  Court,  fcv  engrossing  the  minutes 
of  the  said  Court,  from  August  term,  eigiitcen  hundred 
and  twenty,  to  August  term,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-six  i  fc»-  transcribing  the  causes  decided  in  said 
Court  for  thirty-one  terms,  entering  under  each  cause  all 
motions,  orders,  continuances,  Judgnients,  decrees,  and 
other  proceediiin  i  and  alxs  ft)r  arranging  and  labelling 
the  documentooTthe  said  Court  {  all  which  services  not 
pertaining  to  the  regular  official  duties  of  the  said  Car- 
roll, were  performed  in  obedience  to  an  order  of  the 
Court,  made  at  January  term,  dghteen  hunted  and 
twenty-seven. 

Approred:  March  3,  1831. 

AK  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Beveriy  Chew,  the  heirs  of 
Wiltiam  Emerson,  deceased,  and  the  ban  of  Edwin 
Lorraine,  deceased. 

WaaaaAs.  the  brig  Joseph  Secunda  was  condemned  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States,  in  the  District  Court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  Louinana  District,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  on  the 
seizure  and  prosecution,  and  at  the  sole  expense  of 
Beverly  Chew,  Collector  of  the  District  oF  Miniaaippi, 
William  Etnetaon,  deceased,  surveyor,  and  Ewin 
limine,  deceased,  naval  officer  of  the  port  of  New- 
Orieaos,  for  an  infraction  of  the  slave  laws  :  Asd 
WnsMAs,  the  one  halfof  theprcveedsofthe  said  brig 
and  her  cargo  ure  now  deposited,  subject  to  the  order 
trfthe  said  Court,  which  half  would  have  been  payable 
to  the  said  Bereriy  Chew,  WtlEam  Bmenon,  and 
WilUam  Lorraine,  but  fbr  an  omisnon  in  the  Jawi  here- 
tofore passed  on  that  subject :  Tbcrefinv, 


Slate  of  Maitu.    Four  thousand  d^dlara  for  a 
house  at  tbe  weatem  eDtranoe  of  Fm  uAand  thoiaugb- 
fare; 

Siithoutud  doOan  fbr  a  ligfatJiouse  at  orMarCape 

Porpoiset 

Pourthonaand  dollars  for  increanaff  die  h^|^c  of  the 
hght-houM  on  Boon  Uandi 

Four  thousand  doUara  for  a  E^t-house  at  or  near  Mar- 
tial's Pdnt,  in  tbe  towot^SL  Geor;gei 

Six  thousand  doUan-fbr  re-buihting  the  f^t^ouse  at 
Whitehead; 

Six  thousand  doUan  tat  re-buildiog  the  Gght-house  on 
Franklin  Island  t 

.  live  hundred  and  ten  doDara  for  apindles  and  bnoys  m 
Penobscot  River. 

&aU  of  MaataAnadt*'  Fife  thousand  do&rs  fcr 
btukling  a  light-houK  on  the  monomeat  at  Gloucester 

Point; 

One  thousand  dolWs  for  erecting  a  mooujnent  on  « 
near  Cobssset  Hocksi 

Two  hundred  and  fifty  doUara  irt  M<DtKm4d  «n  ooex.- 
peoded  balance  of  a  former  appropri^A^  Am-  MMiac  a 
spindle-beacon  on  ItinotU  Ledge,  and  plairans  a  buoyoa 
Hospital  Island  Ledge,  near  Ge<(trge's  Islandi 

Twelve  hundred  doUaia  for  erectinga  monunent  upon 
a  ledge  of  rocks  situated  at  the  outer  paitof  tbe  barbsr 
of  Swampscut; 

.  One  thousand  dollars  for  two  raonumenti,  fine  on  Sun* 
ken  Island,  and  the  other  on  Pig  Boefca,-  in  Bnintiee 
Bay; 

Fire  hundred  dollars  for  pladng  ten  buoys  in  tbe  kh* 
them  channel  through  the  Vineyard  Sound,  at  the  fol- 
lowing places :  one  on  Pwnt  Rips  i  ' one  on  the  Slwrel 
Shoals,  near  Monomoy  PcMnt)  three  on  tbe  Handkei- 
chief,  northeast,  southeast,  and  southwest  parta  «  one  on 
a  ruck  near  Hyannis  Harbor,  in  the  dwnneli  and  twm  on 
the  Broad  Shoal  to  the  eastward  tX  Fklmoutta  cast,  and 
west  parts ; 

Fire  thousand  dollars  for  rebuilding  a  ligbt4KMUc 
Cape  Cod,  should  it  be  deemed  expecbent  by  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  tbe  Treasury  \ 

Four  hundred  dollars  for  placing  nx  buoys  on  ledge* 
and  rocks  at  a  place  called  Wood's  Hole,  near  FslOMWlb; 
aod  a  spindle  on  Lone  Rock,  near  that  phee. 

State  cf  Rhode  Mand.~-Yot  a  beao(»-iigbt  at  or  ncsr 
the  entrance  of  tbe  harbor  of  Wtcklbtd,  In  tbe  town  «f 
North  Kingston,  tlnee  then  sand  doUara. 

l^fty  doUara  fbr  a  spindle  on  tbe  UalAray  Bock  be- 
tween the  islands  of  Rhode  Iidand  and  Connecticut. 

St€de  iff  CotmaHeaMt—Vvre  thousand  dollars  hr  binld- 
ing  a  tight-house  at  or  near  Hoigan's  Point,  on  tbe  ooctb 
side  or  IWier's  Island  Sound,  in  the  tawiiril9a(Aa*«^ 

Poor  hundred  doUan  for  a  spindle  to  be  ereoced  en 
tiie  Whale  Rock,  at  the  entrance  uT  Mystic  Itiver,  aad 
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tat  one  on  Turner's  Reef,  aitiuted  about  one-third  of  the 
diitinee  from  the  main  hnd  to  Piaher't  Island. 

Three  tfioiuftod  dollar*  for  erecting  a  beacon  on  the 
beach  near  .the  weat  wde  the  New  Hann  harbor  (  and 
tvo  hundred  and  fifty  dollan  for  buoys  on  Pardee's  Bar, 
Black  Rock  Bar,  and  the  Shafp  Banks  in  said  liarbor. 

Six  tbouMnd  and  two  hundred  dollars  for  erecting  a 
inonuntent  or  beacon  on  Bnnfbrd  Reef,  in  Island 
Sound. 

Tvo  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  placing  buoy%  viz  : 
one  on  the  north  end  of  Hatchet**  Hecf*.  in  the  Soqnd  ; 
one  on  the  south  end  of  sud  reef;  one  on  the  southeast 
tall  of  Saybrook  Bar,  at  the  ftiouth  oTCoooecticut  Rivert 
and  one  on  the  south  end  of  Crane  Reef,  west  of  Saybrook- 
Sate-of  New  York.  Three  thousand  one  hundred  and 
ninety  dolkra  to  rebuild  the  beacon  in  Black  Ruck  Har> 
bor,  diould  it  be  deemed  expedient  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  % 

Fourthonand  ddlars  forerectmg  a  beaconJigHt  on  a 
proper  site  near  Sackett's  Harbor,  m  Lake  Ontario  \ 

Three  thcxisand  dollars  for  erecting  a  beacon  light  at 
the  junction  of  Rondout  Creek  and  Hudson  River,  or  on 
or  near  the  Esopus  Meadow's,  as  may  be  deemed  most 
expedient  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ; 

One  thouMMl  dollars  for  erectinga  beacon  on  the  mid< 
die  ground  between  Stratford  and  Crane  Neck,  in  Long 
Island  Sound , 

Twelve  thousaml  five  hundred  and  tw^lre  dolhrs,  in 
Sildition  to  the  unexpended  balance  of  former  appropria- 
tjona  fbr  erecting  a  light-house,  and  forming  the  founda- 
tion fi>r  the  same,  in  the  hart)or  of  Buffklo. 

Sett  nf  Pemuylvania.  Two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  for  urecting  a  beacon-light  at  the  end  of  the  pier 
which  forms  the  entrance  into  the  harbor  of  Eric,  on 
■Lake  Erie ; 

^ate  of  JJelttware.  Pifleen  hundred  dollars  for  erect- 
ing a  beacon  light  near  the  month  of  MispiNion  Creek  j 

Ten  thousand  dollars  for  building  a  light  liousc  at  Ma- 
hoii'a  Ditch,  in  addition  to  what  remains  unexpended  of 
an  appropriation  to  build  a  light-house  at  Uiick  Creek, 
snd  which  last  named  ammptution  it  hereby  ttmnsferred 
to  the  first  mentioned  ooject. 

Siateof  Maryland.  Five  thousand  dollarsforbuilding 
a  light'house  on  or  near  Turkey  Point,  at  the  mouth  ot 
KIk  River  j 

For  erecting  a  beacon-light  on  Lazaretto  Point,  at  the 
entrance  uf  the  harbor  of  Baltimore,  or  on  the  point  of 
land  upon  which  Fort  McHenry  is  situated,  iu  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  a  floating  light  at  the  Wolf  Tn.p»  'm  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  twelve  thousand  dollars ; 

Four  Imndreil  dollars  for  placing  buoys  at  Uie  entrance 
of  the  harbor  of  Annapulis. 

State  of  Fir^nia..  Seven  thousanti  and  fire  hundred 
dollar*  for  building  a  light-huuse  on  one  of  the  Chingo- 
teague  islands ; 

Five  hundred  dollars  for  placing  in  the  Potomac  River 
three  buoys  on  the  Kettle  Rottom^  one  on  Port  Tobacco 
Shoals,  one  1n  Nanjcmoy  Reach,  one.  on  Ragged  Point 
Bar,  aii(t  on  Parsimnion  Bar. 

J^aie  of  I^th  CaroHna.  Eleven  Iboiisand  dollars  for 
biiilJihg  a  light  boat,  to  be  stationed  at  or  near  Brant 
Island  Shoal,  in  Pamptico  Sound  « 

For  a  buoy,  to  be  pkccd  on  the  bar  near  Harbov  Island, 
two  bumlrea  dollam ; 

For  three  buoys  to  be  placed  in  the  fiver  and  inlet  of 
C^ape  Fear  twelve  hundred  dollars. 

&aie  of  South  Carolina.  Fifteen  hundred  dollars  fbr 
lonstnictii^  three -IkiIIow  buoys^  an.l  placing  the  SMiae  on 
he  b^r  at  or  new  the  entrance  of  the  liarbor  of  (ieorge- 
ovra,  in  addition  to  any  unexpended  appropriatun  Tor 
tlacing*  buoys  at  or  near  that  harbor. 


A  sum  not  exceeding  i>ne  thousand  dollars  for  purchas- 
ing land  and  removing  a  wind  mill  on  Cape  Roman. 

Siatt  of  Georgia.  For  a  beacon  on  the  White  Oyster 
Beds,  near  the  mouth  of  Savannah  River,  three  thotH 
sand  dollars. 

Stalt  of  Ohio.  Five  tlioucand  dollan  for  building  • 
liglit-house  on  Turtle  Island,  at  the  mouUi  of  Maumee 
Bay,  Lake  Krie. 

One  thoasaiid  dollars  for  erecting  a  beacon-Ught  on' At 
pier  at  (irend  River. 

Stait  of  LoutBtana,  Forty  thousand  ddhn  for  building 
two  light-houaes,  one  at  the  mouth  of  the  southwest  pass 
of  the  River  Mississippi,  and  the  other  on  the  south  point 
between  the  Southwest  Pass  and  the  Balize. 

Seven  thousand  dotUrs  for  a  light-houne  at  the  Rigo- 
Icts. 

State  of  Mluiuijtpi  Seven  thousand  dollars  for  btilkl* 
ing  a  light-house  on  SL  Joseph's  Island,  or  some  other 
suitable  place  ofTthe  Pascagoula  Hay. 

Seven  thousand  dollars  for  a  light-house  at  Paas  Chris* 
tian  near  the  Bay  of  St.  Louis. 

For  buo>'s  to  be  phoed  at  the  sooth  pas^  and  the  pais 
ar  Dauphin  Island,  four  hundred  dollars. 

Stait  of  jllabama.  Five  hundred  duUan  for  placing 
buoys  in  Mobile  Bay. 

^ate  of  Ulinoia.  Five  thmisand  dollar*  for  building  a 
light-house  at  the  mouth  of  Chicago  River,  Lake  Michi- 
gan. 

JUlcbigan  T^rrifory.  Fire  Uiousand  doUuv  for  building 
light-house  at  the  confluence  of  the  St.  Joseph's  lUrer 
with  Lake  Michigan. 

Five  thousand  dollars  (ot  a  l^it  house  on  tbo  Outer- 
thunder  Bay  Island  in  Lake  Huron. 

A  sum  not  exceeding  ten  thiMmnd  dollars  for  building 
a  light-boat  to  be  stationed  in  the  stnit  connecting  LiJcqs 
Huron  and  Hichigaiii  and  three  liuodred  and  fif^  dulUrs 
fiir  buoys  and  placing  the  same  on  the  flat*  at  the  head 
of  r^ke  Sl~  Clair. 

Florida  Territory.  Eleveu  thousand  four  hundred  dol- 
lars for  building  a  light-house  on  the  west  end  of  SU 
Geoige's  Island,  near  the  entrance  ot  Appalaohicola 
Bay. 

Four  hundred  dollars  fbr  placing  buoys  in  the  said  bay 
between  St.  George's  Mand,  and  the  entrance  the 
Appalaohicola  River. 

Two  hundred  dollars  for  placing  buajra  in  the  Bqr  and 
River  of  St.  Mark's. 

One  hunilred  and  tivty-dollars  for  placing  Iwoyaat  St 
.\ugU8tine,  and  in  St  John's  River. 

Ft\e  thousand  dollan  for  building  a  Kc^hoaae  en  a 
suiti^le  Mte  at  or  near  Port  Clmton. 
Apptoved,  March  3, 1831. 

AN  ACT  fur  the  benefit  of  Percis  Lovely,  and  f<ff  other 
purpeieB^ 

Beit  maeUd,  tic.  That  the  traet  of  land  not  cnaeding 
one  half  section,  including  the  present  residrnce  of  Mrs. 
Percis  Lovely,  in  Pope  cotm^,in  the  Tcrtitaty  of  .Arkan- 
sas, shall  be  reserved  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  from  public  aale,  during  the  lifctipie  of  said  Perei% 
and  that  she  diall  have  the  entire  use  and  privilege  of, 
artd  possession  of  the  said  half  section  of  land,  for  and 
during  her  life  ;  ProtUtit  That  the  sakl  Percis  Lov^, 
^idl  not  commit,  or  permit  any  other  person  to  commit 
on  said  land,  anvToluntaty  waste. 

See.  "2.  .Sjtd  bt  U  furiher  eaaded.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  payuiito  the  said  Percis  Lovely  or  her  legal 
representative,  out  of  any  money  In  tbo  Tieasuiy  of  the 
United  Stotes  not  odierwise  appropriated*  a  mm  equal  to 
that  fbr  wluch  her  improvements  upon  the  hnd  secured 
to  her  \n  tiw  treaty  at  Hiawaasee,  in  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventeen,  fur  life,  were  vi^ed,  and  which 
impnwemcBts  and  land  went  taken  from  her  by  the  trea* 
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^afWuhiDgton,  of  one  thmuuid  eiglit  hundred  and 
twen^-eight,  with  the  ChenTtee  Indiana.  Provided, 
That  befwe  the  money  sliall  be  paid  the  lud  Percit  Love- 
ly, ihe  ■hall  produce  to  the  Treasuiy  Department  latii- 
nctoiy  evidence  that  the  Mid  sum  of  money  hM  not  been 
bereto&re  yaid  her  by  the  Government  oS  the  United 
Statea.  througli  the  Indian  Department :  and  Provided^ 
abo.  That  the  half  lection  granted  by  this  act,  dull  not 
interfere  with,  or  include  any  lands  lying  within  the  Timits 
of  any  reservation  made  by  the  last  named  treaty,  made 
at  Wa^uigtoo  as  afuresud.  In  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty •^bL 

Sec  3.  Ana  be  it  Jwriker  enmd^  That  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  treaty  concluded  with  the  Seneca  tribe  of 
Indiuia  at  Waihin||ton,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  Februa 
ry,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tbirty-one,  the  sum 
M  eleven  thousand  one  hundred  and  aeventy-Sve  dollars 
be,  and  the  same  ia  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Tfeasury  notothcanrise  appRqiriated. 

At^ffove^  March  3, 1S31. 

AN  ACT  fiM'  the  reKef  of  William  B.  Matthews,  trustee. 

Be  it  enaded,  ttc.  That  there  shall  be  p^id  to  Wil- 
liam B.  Matthews,  trustee  for  sundty  securities  of  Law- 
rence Husei  out  of  any  money  in  the  TYeasuiy  not  others 
wise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  aeventy* 
two  dwlars  i  being  the  amount  which  the  said  Matthews, 
as  trustee  for  the  securities  of  the  said  Muse,  overpaid 
upon  a  judgment  against  one  of  them. 

Appwed  I  Mara  3, 1B31. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  John  Nicks. 

Be  is  atatiedt  fitc.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaiuiy 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  John 
Nicks,  of  Arkansas,  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  dollars  and  eight  cents,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
'I'reasurr  not  otherwise  appropriated,  being-the  amount 
af  •  draft,  drawn  by  Cotoiwl  David  Ibvariy,  Indian  agent 
ftr  tb«  emignting  Creeks^  upon  the  War  Departiunt, 
and  protested  ftr  non-purment. 

Apjffored,  March  3, 183L 


AN  ACT  fbr  the  relief  trf  Brevet  Major  Rllay,  and  Uca- 
tenants  Brook  and  Beawri^t. 

Be  it  enacted,  be  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
ten  dollars,  out  of  any  money  in  Ihe  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is  appro- 
priated, to  be  paid  to  Brevet  H^or  Beimet  Itiley,  Lieu* 
tenant  P.  J.  Brook,  and  Lieutenant  J.  D.  Seawrigbt,  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  States^  under  the  orders  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  for  the  Ion  of  three  horses,  captured 
from  them  in  an  action  with  the  Camancfae  and  other  ta- 
dians,  on  the  Santa  Fe  trace,  in  the  summer  of  one  thou- 
aand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  while  giving  con- 
voy to  a  caravan  of  traders  from  the  United  SUtes  to  the 
Maxiean  dominions,  under  the  ordera  ofthe  Prcrident  of 
tha  United  States. 

Approved  :  MarahS,  1831. 

AN  ACT  tat  the  relief  cX  Duval  and  Games. 

Be  if  cMd«^  Ue.  TM  the  sum  of  three  thoumnd 
ttght  hundred  and  twenty>ei|fat  dollars  and  forfy.ninc 
cent^  be  paid  to  Duval  and  Camea^  nwrchantf  in  com- 
pany, out  of  any  mmn  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwne  ap- 
propriated, in  fidl  or  all  dsima  fv  losses  and  damages 
sttstsined  by  them  in  eonsequenee  of  an  unlawful  seizure 
of  their  goods.  In  the  Territory  of  Arkansas^  by  Colonel 
Azbuekle,  on  the  fifUi  day  of  May,  mm  thousand 
buadred  and  tweotynine. 

Approved,  March  3.  1831. 


AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repreaeatattrm  of 
General  Moses  Haaen,  deceased* 
Beitenaetedtiie.  That  the  Secretary -of  the  Tkeastny 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pi^,  oat 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasuiy  not  otiierwiae  appcopiist. 
ed,  to  the  legal  representaUves  trf  Uie  said  Moaiea  Uazen, 
the  amount  <h  interest  due  on  the  sum  of  thirteen  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  eighty-six  doUasa  and  two  mae- 
teenths  of  a  dollar,  abal«tee  found  to  be  due  to  the  and 
liaxen,  agreeably  to  a  resobitioa  of  Coornesa  ef  the 
twenty-fifth  of  April^anodoimni,aeveatcaaliaBdrcdanl 
eighty'Onc. 

Approved,  March  3, 1831. 


AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Bei^anun  S.  Smoot,  of  Ala- 
bama.' 

Be  it  enaded,  (ie.  That  the  Secrecy  ofthe  Ttumaj 
be,  and  he  ia  boreby  authorised  and  ftucdcd  to  psy  to 
Benjamin  h.  Smoot  one  thousand  doUais^  out  ef  anr  ms- 
hey  in  the  Tressmy  not  otherwise  approprisMd,  banc 
the  value  of  a  store  house  owned  by  him,  and  destroyed 
by  order  ofthe  oHicenof  the  United  States,  to  pteveK 
its  being  shelter  to  the  British,,  in  their  attack  upon  f«t 
Bowyer,  in  one  thousand  eight  hundred  md  fimneeo. 

ApproTod.  Marob  3. 1831. 


AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  John  Niehohon. 

Be  it  enaded t  &c.  That  the  proper  officers  ofthe  Trea- 
sury settle  and  pay  to  John  Niuiolson,  Marshal  of  tbt 
Eastern  District  of  Irfwisiana,  such  sums  M  may  zcasana- 
bly  be  due,  or  may  hereafter  become  due,  to  him,  far 
tbe  care,  custody.nuuntenanee  and  dethingof  aodi  Afri- 
cans as  may  have  been  broucht  iiUo  the  port  of  New  Or- 
leans, vad  legally  committed  to  his  custody  by  order  of 
the  Court  of  the  United  States  fbr  the  said  Aatriet,  sad 
that  such  payment  be  -  made  out  of  aaj  fonds  sa  Ihe 
Treasury  nbt  otberwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  John  Gooffa,  and  oCher  Csm- 
dian  refbgees. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ue.  That  the  Preudent  of  tbe  Dniied 
States  be  authorised  to  issue  to  J<^  Gougfa,  of  Indkiu, 
a  patent  for  the  notth-east  quarter  of  section  eleven  is 
townslUp  twelve,  north  of  range  nine,  west,  in  the  Vw 
cenncs  land  district,  upon  Uie  conditiim  expressed tbcR- 
in,  that  neiiher  said  John,  nor  any  person  under  him. 
shall  claim  any  benefit  under  a  patent  emmeouafr  imuc4 
for  the  south-east  quarter  of  said  section,  and  a8egedt# 
be  lost 

Sec.  3.  And  he  A  JiirtMer  enaded,  TkO.  tlic  exiKiai; 
laws  fbr  the  oorreotion  of  errors  in  the  purehaae  of  tbe 
public  land  thaH  be  equally  ap^icable  to  crtmeoua  to- 
cations  ofthe  warrants  ofthe  Canadian  refugees- 
Approved,  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  extend  the  patent  of  Saimiel  Browniae  i* 
a  further  period  of  fourteen'yeaca. 

Beit  enaetedf  he  That  there  be,  and  hereby  ii^ giw:- 
«1  unto  Samuel  Browning,a  otiaen  of  tbe  Utited  Sum. 
his  heirs,  administrators,  and  asrijtns,  far  ihe  tES«  « 
fourteen  years  from  tiK  twenty-fourtb  day  of  Kvteaba, 
eighteenhnndred  and  twenty^eigltt,  the  fiill  aad  «sd» 
rive  right  and  liberty  of  ntaking,  constnKti^, 
vending  to  others  to  be  used,  hia  improvesnent  csHed  • 
*<  msgnetio  sefHumting  machine,"  a  dcacriptioa  of  wkd 
is  given  in  a  scliedule  annexed  to  letten  patent 
to  Ute  said  Samuel  Brownii^for  the  aanw  onlha  twe« 
fifth  day  of  November,  eu;me«i  buadred  and  fctwi 

Approved,  Match  3,  1831. 
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\N  ACT  for  tfae  relief  of  John  Culbcrtion,  md  to 
provide  an  uitrpKter  for  the  District  Court  uf  the 
United  8Ut«s  f^r  the  K*.itom  District  sf  I^uimana. 

Be  it  enacted,  Stc.  That  this  Bum  of  three  hundred  and 
thirtjr^three  doUam  and  tbii^-three  Mtd  on&>third  centa 
be  [Mud  by  Uie  Marshal  of  the  United  States  for  the  east- 
ern District  of  Louunana  to  Jvbn  Culbation,  for  his  ser- 
riees  rendered  u  Interpreter  to  the  United  States  Cwrt 
for  said  District  under  the  provisional  appoiBtment  of  tljus 
Jud^  fbr  each  regular  term  of  aaid  Ctwrt,  ftom  the  De- 
cember'term  of  one  thousand  cit^t  hundred  Mtd  twmy- 
Gve.  inelusivd^t  ap  to  the  tame  of  the  passage  of  this 
act. 

Sko.  3.  JM  be  a  AiHier  eaaetedt  lliat  the  Judge  of 
Oie  District  Court  of  the  United  StaMs  fbrthfr«wtcrB 
District  of  Louiriana,  be  and  is  hereby,  wthorised  to  ap- 
p<Mnt  an  interpreter  to  said  Court,and  to  allow  him  a.  oom> 
pensation  not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  thirty-three 
dollars  and  thirty-three  and  one4hii<d  cents,  for  his  ser- 
vices  at  each  regular  term  of  said  Court,  to  behold- 
en subaefiueBtly  to  tl^  passage  of  this  act ;  and  the 
Manhal  b  authorized  to  pey  the  same  upon  the  or- 
der of  the  Jui^  :  Pronaei  akoa^  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  siud  interpreter,  during  his  continu- 
ance in  ofGce,  to  attend  all  and  every  of  the  called  or 
irregular  sessions  oF  the  sud  Court,  without  any  ad 
dlUonal  compensation  therefor:  Pnmded,  alto.  That  the 
said  iDto-preter  shall  not  teceive.  under  this  act,  more 
than  one  thoosand  dollara  for  each  year. 

Approved,  March  3, 1831. 

AN  ACT  Goneenung  TCHels  employed  in  the  Whale 
Hsbery. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ue  Tint  alt  the  provisions  of  the  act  en 
titled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  roister  enrolment, 
and  license,  to  be  issued  in  the  name  of  the  Prondent  or 
Secretaiy  of  any  incorpQxateil  C(Hnp«ny  ownii^ 
ateamboftt  or  vessel,"  passed  the  third  di^  of  March, 
one  thousand  ngbt  hundred  and  twen9>five,shall  extend 
and  be  appGcable  to  every  ship  or  vessel  owned  by  any 
incorporated  company,  and  empK^ed  wholly  in  the  whale 
fishery,  so  long  as  nich  ship  or  vessel  lIuU  be  wholly 
employed  in  the  whale  fishery. 
Approved,  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  create  the  ofllce  of  Surveyor  of  the  Pub- 
'fic  Lands  for  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Be  it  enaetti,  fc«.  That  a  Surveyor  Oen^l  ofthe 
State  of  Louisiana  ^lall  be  appointed,  who  shall  have  the 
same  authority,  and  perform  the  same  duties,  respecting 
public  lands  and  private  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, as  are  now  vested  in,  and  required  of  the  Survey- 
or of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  south  of  the  State 
of  Tennpssee,  or  the  principal  deputy  Surveyors  in  the 
said  Sute  ;  and  that  from  and  after  the  first  day  yf  May 
next,  the  office  of  principal  deputy  SurveyoiB,  as  crta 
ted  by  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
twenty-first  day  of  April,  eigliteen  hundred  and  six,  en 
titled  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  "  An 
act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to 
lands  within  the  territory  of  Orleans  and  district  of  Lou- 
isiana," be  and  the  same  are  hereby,  aboliahed  t  and  it 
shall  be  the  du^  of  tud  principal  d^ni^  Surveyors  to 
Mrrenderto  the  Surveyor  General  ofLooisiana,  or  te  such 
peraoD  or  peraODs  as  he  may  app<Nnt  to  receive  the  same, 
all  the  muM,  books,  records^  Held  notes,  documents  and 
articles  of^  every  description,  appertaining  or  in  any  wise 
belonging  to  their  offices  respectively. 

Sec.  2.  JMl  be  it  ftiHker  enaeted.  That  the  prindpal 
depu^  Surveyor  ef  the  district  east  of  the  isUndof  New 
OiWMis  be  mmI  be  hereby  isre<tuifcdte  separate  md  ar- 
range tile  papers  ia  Me  oB&ee ;  and  all  the  a>ap%  reoiad% 


papers  and  documents  of  every  description  which  refer 
to  glands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  order  of  the  Surveyor  Oenenl  for  that  State  i  and 
such  of  them  as  refer  to  lands  In  the  Bute  of  Alahanta 
shall  he  delivered  to  the  Surveyor  fiir  the  State  of  Afat- 
hama  i  and  such  of  them  as  refer  to  lands  in  the  State  of 
Misstwppi,  togetiierwith  such  maps,p^r>,  recordaand 
documents  in  the  office  of  said  Bnncipal  deputy  Survey- 
or, as  are  notJ»ereby  required  tolie  delivered  to  the  Sur- 
veyor General  of  the  State  of  Louwana  or  to  tiie  Survey- 
or for  the  State  of  Alabama  shall  be  d^ered  to  ttie  or- 
der of  the  Surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee ),  and  the  office  of  said 
irindpal  daputy  shall  be,  and  the  sane  Is  hereby  abol- 
shedTrom  and  after  the  first  day  of  May  next  t  and  thp 
powers  and  duties  now  exercised  and  performed  bv  the 
said  principal  deputy  Surveyor  shall  be  vested  in  and  pe^ 
fiinnied  by  the  afonsaid  3urre|yor%  wUbin  thdr  re^ee- 
tive  States. 

Sec.  3.  AndheU  father  enmied.  That  it  shaU  be  the 
duty  of  the  Surveyor  south  of  the  SUte  of  Tennessee  to 
deliver  to  the  Surveyor  General  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
all  tlie  maps,  papers,  records,  and  documents  relating  tp 
the  public  lands,  and  private  claims  in  Louisiana*  wmch 
tnay  be  in  his  office  t  and  in  evwy  case  wbere  it  shall  be 
impracticable  to  make  aseparation  of  such  maps,  papen^ 
record^  and  doeui^cnts,  without  injury  to  the  portion  of 
them  relating  to  lands  in  Mississippi,  it  shall  be  his  duty 
to  cause  copies  thereof  certified  by  him  to  be  furnished 
to  the  Surv^ur  General  of  Louinana,  and  whidi  copies 
shall  be  of  the  same  validity  as  the  originals. 

Sec.  4.  Jad  be  it  fitiwr  enaded,  That  the  Biuv^or 
General  of  Louinana  shall  appmnt  a  sufficient  number  of 
skilful  and  experienced  Surveyors  as  his  deputies,  who, 
wi^  one  or  more  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  ap- 

{iroved  by  said  Surveyor  General,  shall  enter  into  bond 
or  tiie  faithful  performance  ofhll  surveying  contracts  con- 
fided to  them  in  the  penalty  of  double  the  amount  of  mo- 
ney accruing  under  the  said  contracts  at  the  rate  per 
mile  stipulated  to  be  paid  therein,  and  who,  before  en- 
terii^  on.  the  performance  of  their  duties,  shall  take  an 
oath,  nr  make  affirmation,  truly,  faithfully,  and  imptr- 
tially,  to  the  utmost  of  their  skill  and  ability,  to  execute 
the  trust  confided  to  them  t  and,  in  the  event  of  the  failure- 
of  a  deputy  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  his  contract,  un-  ' 
less  such  ^lure  shall  be  satisfiictorily  shown  by  him  to 
have  ar'isen  from  causes  beyond  his  control,  he  slull  for- 
feit the  penahr  ofhis  i>ond  on  due  process  of  law,  and 
ev«  afterwards  be  debarred  flvm  receiving  a  contract  for 
surveying  public  lands  in  Louisisna  or  elsewhere. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  further  eaadedy  That  the  Surveyor 
General  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act  ^all  es. 
tablish  his  office  at  such  place  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  may  deem  most  expe^nt  for  the  public 
service  \  and  that  be  shall  be  alloned  an  annual  sidary  of 
two  thousand  dolbn^  and  tiiat  he  be  authoriied  to  em- 
pliiy  one  skilful  drau^itsman  and  recording  clerk,  whose 
i^gregate  compensation  shall  not  exceed  one  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  (  and  that  the  fees  hereto- 
fore auUiorized  by  law  for  examining  and  recording  sur- 
veys be,  and  the  same  are  hereby*  aboliahed  \  and  any 
copy  of  a  plat  of  survey,  or  timnscript  fromtiberecoidatrf' 
the  office  of  the  said  Survcyw  General,  shall  he  admitted 
as  evidence  in  any  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  or 
Teniteries  thereof  j  and  for  every  copy  of  a  plat  ot  sur- 
vey there  shall  be  paid  twenty  five  cents,  and  for  any 
transcript  from  the  records  of  siud  office,  there  alialt  be 
paid  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  cents  for  every  hundred 
words  by  the  individuals  retiring  the  same. 

Sec.  6.  JndbeU  further  enaded.  That,  in  relation  to 
all  such  confirmed  owms  as  may  conflict,  or  in  any  man- 
ner interfere  with  Mch  ether,  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Oitee  and  Becdver  of  Public  Moneys  for  the  proper 
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Aduni^  Ifr.  of  MuNMppi,  death  of  uinoanced,  and  rc- 
solations  adopted  to  honor  hii  memory,  1. 

Adjoamment,  joint  committee  appointed  to  notify  the 
Presicfent,  committee  reported,  and  the  Senate 
adjourned,  344. 

Africans,  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expedien«r  of 
making  further  provision  for  the  support  oicK^ 
tured,  mtroduced,  and  a^eed  to,  40. 

Appropriation  bUI,  general,  Uken  up.  313 1  motion  to 
strike  out  amendments  reported  by  Committee 
on  Pinwice  relative  to  Turkish  misuon,  213 1 
further  amendments  proposed,  214i  ajfwn  taken, 
up,  and  debate  thereon,  215  to  285,  292  to309( 

Sjuestions  taken  on  the  amendments,  310,  311( 
urther  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
317  to  330t  amendment  of  House  of  Represen- 
tatives disi^reed  to,  and  committee  of  confer- 
ence appointed,  328,  330;  report  of  the  com- 
mittee concurred  in,  334. 
Apinvpriations  for  internal  improvements,  surveys,  &c. 
bill  making,  twice  read,  and  referred,  312. 
again  taken  up,  333(  amended  and  passed,  334- 
Appropriations  for  the  ndlitary  aerrice,  bill  makiiMr, 
ken  up,  325. 

Bates,  Edward,  deposition  of,  received  on  the  trial  of 

Judge  Peck,  28. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  leave  asked  to  introduce  a 
resolution  against  the  renewal  of  the  charter 
of.  46. 
leave  refuaed,  78. 
Bent,  John,  deposition  of,  received  on  the  trial  of  Jo^re 

Peck,  28.  ^ 
Benton,  Thomas  H.  examined  as  a  witnesa  en  the  trial  of 
Judge  Peck,  28. 
excHsedfromvotingon  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  45. 
Brmdley,  Abraham,  memorial  of  preseijted,  ^5. 

letter  of,  to  the  Prerident  of  the  U.  8,  read,  165. 

Carr,  W.  C.  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  38, 33. 
Chaplain  to  the  Senate  elected,  4. 

Charle*,  BAward,  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  23. 
Choctaw  treaty,  Executive  proceedings  in  rehtion  to  the, 
3^  to  348. 

Congreisional  documents,  bill  authorising  a  subscription 
toacompilationof,takenup,335t  Tuioiu amend- 
ments proposed  and  negatived,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading,  336,  337. 

Conatitution,  reaolution,  jtunt,  introduced  to  amend  the,  in 
relation  to  the  Preudential  term  of  service,  33; 
referred.  24. 

Cumberiand  road,  kw  of  Ohio  in  relation  to  the  repair  of, 
communicated,  309.  ' 

Curreat  cmna,  reaohition  introduced  in  relation  to  the,  1; 
report  on,  (aee  Jppetu&c,  131.) 

£>avis,  AVm.  A.  letter  from,  propowng  to  furnish  copies  of 
the  laws,  communicated,  214. 

Death,  document  on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  the 
puniahment  of,  ordered  to  be  printed,  334. 

Diatrict  Cdumbia,  resolution  introduced  to  prepare  a 
code  of  law  for,  309;  laid  on  the  tabl*, 

District  of  Ccdumbtt,  bill  for  the  puniriiroent  of  crimes  in 
the.  taken  up,  309,  debate  thereon,  and  biD  Ud 
on  the  table,  310  to  313;  uun  takm  ap,  amend- 
ed, and  paMed,  360. 


District  of  Columbia,  leave  given  to  introduce  a  Mil  to 
establish  a  system  of  penal  law  for  the,  344. 

Duelling,  resolution  iatroduced  to  prevent  and  punish  the 
practice  of,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  39S. 

Duties  on  cinnamon  and  sfuces,  (see  PauforU  and  Cfar- 
anea.) 

Duties,  resolutions  introduced,  in  relation  to  the  power  of 
Congress  to  lay  and  collect,  385;  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble,312. 

Geyer,  Henry  S.  a  wHnesiaa  the  trial  (tfJodge  Peck*  SS. 

Hempstead,  Charles  8-  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Judge 
Peck,  33. 

Horrell,  Thomas,  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  33. 

Tmpeacfament,  {[see  Peek,  Jameg  ff.) 

Indtana,  resolution  calling  for  information  in  relation  to 

the  location  of  lands  in  the  State  o(  introdtwed 

and  adopted,  31. 
In^ani^  bill  to  provide  Ibr  the  payment  of  an  annni^  to 

the  Seneca  tribe  of,  taken  up,  39r  lud  on  the 

(able,  30;  aguntakenup,  78}  wderedto  atbiid 

reading,  85. 

In^an  intercourse  act,  resolution  submitted  in  relation  to 
the  enforcement  of  the  provirions  of,  304;  de- 
bate  tliereon,  and  resolution  adopted,  205  to  308. 

Indian  treaties,  bill  to  carry  into  effect  certui^  taken  up, 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  Hurd  tea^iw,  338. 

Indians,  Executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  treaty 
with  the  Choctaw,  345  to  348. 

Johns,  Rev.  H.  Van  Dyke,  elected  chaplain,  4. 

Iron,  memorial  of  mechanics  and  others  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  a  reduction  of  the  duties  upon,  present- 
ed and  referred,  41;  comnuttee  report,  and  de- 
bate thereon,  313  to  317,  331  to  (See  4p- 
pendixt  105.) 
memorial  of  iiuiabitants  of  New  Jeraer,  praying  a 
drawback  of  the  duties  on,  presented,  41,  debate 
on  its  reference,  43,  43,  laid  on  the  table,  44. 
memorials  of  citizens  of  PbthdelpUa  adverse  to  re- 
ducing the  duties  on  foreign,  communicated,  314. 

Insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States,  biU  for  the  reUef 
of,  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
323  to  335. 

bitemal  ipiprovcments,  surveys,  fcc.  (see  Jlpfr€prUttioiu.y 
Internal  improvements,  views  of  the  to  vhou 

was  referred  the  President's  mcsmge  on  the  sub- 
ject tO,  314. 

Lawless,  LukeE.  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  19. 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  notice  given  of  J«nt  resdhl- 
tion  authorizing  a  subscription  to  .a  stereotvpe 
edition  of,  313. 
Lindell,  Jesse  E.  a  iritness  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  38. 
I^icasb  J.  B.  C.  a  witness  m  the  trisl  of  Jw^  Peek,  38. 

VbigtxaaM,  Arthur  L.  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  JudgePeck* 

33. 

MerediA,  Mr.  appears  as  counsel  for  Judge  Pe^  3. 
Merry,  Samuel,  deporition  o(  received  on  fte  trial  «f 

Judge  Peck,  38. 
Mdjcsn,  Mr.  of  Illinois  death  of  announced,  and  leaida- 
tion  adopted  to  homv  b>*  nVDotyt  ^ 
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MoaroCf  Jamei,  Inll  for  the  adjustinent  of  the  clum  of, 
ta^nup,  103f  agwD  Uken  up,  *ad  referred  to 
a  lelect  comniittee,  148;  nguu  taken  up,  329t 
ttuvd  read*  aod  panedf  333. 

Mm7,  TMolution  introduced  for  rnereaang  the  pay  of 
Duutert  commandant  and  firat  lieutenant*  m  the, 
102;  modified  and  adi^ted,  149. 

Noblet  Ur.  death  of  announced,  and  arrangementifbr  faW 

funeral*  330. 

Ohio,  law  of  the  State  of,  in  relatim  to  the  repair  of 

national  road,  communicated,  309. 
Mil  declaring  the  asient  of  Conrress  to,  introduced, 
twice  read,  and  referred,  313{  taken  up,  debate 
thereon,  and  ordered  to  a  third  rcading't  387  to 
393;  pamed,  313. 
Older,  paints  of,  deddcd,  148, 175, 179,  194, 334. 

Pl^  of  member*  of  Congress,  report  of  Judiciarr  Com- 
mittee on  joint  resolution  in  relation  to,  85. 

pKMpoita  and  clearancei^  bill  to  abolish  the  charge  for, 
and  to  repeal  duties  on  cinnamon  and  spices,  ta- 
ken up.  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  35. 

Peck,  James  H.  court  of  impeachmeirt  opened  for  die 
trial  of,  3. 

appears  with  his  counsel  at  the  bar  the  Senate, 
3l  mani^rs  on  Uie  part  of  the  House  of  Ra- 
preaentatire*  to  conduct  the  impeachment  pre- 
sent a  replication  to  the  answer  and  plea  of,  4. 

court  for  the  trial  of,  agun  opened,  and  pro- 
ceedings thereon,  9  to  29,  33  to  45{  Luke  E. 
Lawless  exaimned  as  a  witness  19  to  22;  Henry 
S.  Oeyer,  Thomas  Uorrell,  and  Arthur  L.  Ma- 

Snius  examined,  33t  Charles  S.  Hempstead, 
Iward  Cbatlew,  and  Wharton  Reciw  examiu' 
ed,  33 1  resolution  fvopoacd  permitting  Senators 
to  assign  their  reasons  for  their  votes  on  the 
question  of  guilty  or  not  guilty,  34;  laid  on  the 
table,  35t  defence  of  opened  by  his  counsel,  26; 
Bobcrt  Wash,  John  K.  Walker,  Spencer  U-  Pet 
tis,  J.  B.  C  Lucas,  W.  C.  Carr,  Jesse  E.  Lin* 
dell,  cnnuned,  38i  depOMtiooa  of  Edward  Bates, 
Jdm  Bent,  and  Samuel  Meny,  recmvcd  in  eri- 
dence,  38;  Thomas  H.  Benton  examined,  28; 
opiniona  of,  cndered  to  be  printed,  38;  message 
from  the  House  announcingita  intention  to  attend 
the  trial  from  day  to  day,  31 ;  arguments  of  mana- 
gers in  support  of  the  impeachment,  and  of  the 
counsel  for  the  respondent,  33  to  44;  motion  for 
the  court  to  pronounce  Judpoent  upon,  adc^ted, 
45t  acqukted,  and  the  court  adiouxned  me  die, 
45. 

bill  m^ng  provision  for  the  payment  of  czpenaea 
incurred  in  the  trial  o^  taken  up,  third  read,  and 
passed,  34. 

ptina  aaa  Pond,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  taken  up  and  de> 

bated,  31. 

prttM^  Spencer  H.  awitneaaon  the  trial  of  Judge  Feck,  38. 

Post  Office  Department,  reaolation  to  inquire  mto  the  con- 
dition o(  uken  up,  4;  debated  and  adopted,  4 
to  8t  (tfopomtion  submitted  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers,  adopted,  40;  motion  to  exclude  per- 
sons who  have  been  dismissed  from  office,  78; 
taken  up,  86;  debate  thereon,  86  to  101,  103  to 
119,  149  to  179,  181  to  193,  194;  amendment 
proposedand adopted,  197;  furtherdcbate  there- 
on, 197  to  304)  resolution  agreed  to,  308;  com- 
mittee report,  and  report  oraered  to  be  printed, 
335;  motion  to  rescind  the  older  to  pm^  336; 
debate  tiiereon,  337  to  S43{  printing  suspended, 
343. 

PosUnaster  General,  report  of,  communicated  in  relation 
to  contracts  and  clerks,  101;  debate  on  its  refer- 
•nee,  103. 


Postmaster  General,  rep<Ht  of,  made  at  the  last  aesEoi^ 
ordered  to  be  printed  149. 
transmits  a  statement  of  ihe  amount  of  poab^, 

8tc.  327. 

Potomac  bridge,  bill  to  alter,  taken  up,  335. 
Present  of  uie  United  States,  annu.al  message  of,  coon. 
municated,  1,  (see  Appendix.^ 
returns  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  bill,  with  ob- 
jections, 1,  (see  Ajtpendix.') 
transntits  Choctaw  treaty  and  papers  in  tehlioa 

thereto,  345,  346. 
message  fhim,  in  relation  to  Indian  interconrM; 
(see  Appendix,  73.) 
Prendent  of  the  Senate  pro  tern,  elected,  328. 
adjourns  the  Senate  sine  die,  344. 

Randolph,  Martha,- bill  concerning  introduced,  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  181. 
Rector,  Wharton,  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Jud^  Peck,24. 
Robinson,  Hr.  excused  from  voting  on  the  tnal  of  Judge 
Peck,  45. 

Rule,  motion  to  suspend,  as  respects  the  preacnW^on  of 
bills  to  the  President  on  the  last  day  of  the  ses- 
sion, 334;  laid  on  the  table,  335. 
serenteenth,  jtyn^  suspendet^  33S. 

Salt,  leave  asked  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  repeal  ofthe  dbtv 
on  alum,  130;  the  subject  laid  on  the  taUr,  148} 
bill  witlidrawn,  179{  leave  renewed,  193;  re- 
fused, 194. 

Simth,  Mr.  elected  President  of  the  Senate  ^ro  iem-  j^- 
Si^ar,  bill  introduced  to  reduce  the  duty  on,  103. 

report  on,  reducing  the  duties  on,  (yeeJppmda,T%) 

Tazewell,  Mr.  elected  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tm- 

328;  excused  from  serving,  328. 
Trade  on  the  Northern  and  Northwestern  frontier,  bill  to 
regulate  the  foreignand  coasting,  third  reiwl,  and 
passed,  334. 

Treasury*  letter  from  the  Secretaiyo^  tnrriationtoatale- 
ments  of  commerce,  be.  comntunicated,  oSS. 

Vessels  in  distress,  bill  to  enable  the  Pre»deiit  to  supp)? 

and  succor,  introduced,  31;  third  read,  and 
passed,  33- 

Vice  President  appeared,  and  took  the  chur  of  the  Sen- 
ate, 34. 
retires  from  the  chair,  338. 

Walker,  John  K.  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  28. 
Warii,  Robert,  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Juifape  Peck,  38- 
Wirt,  Ifr.  appears  as  counsel  for  Judge  Peck,  3. 

Yeas  and  Nay^  on  resolution  to  inqmre  into  the  cociditieD 
of  the  Post  Office  Department,  8;  on  agrecisg 
to  same,  308. 
on  paiung  bill  to  enable  the  Prendent  to  relim 

vessels  m  distress,  33. 
Ml  tlie  question  of  guilty  or  not  gwUy  k  tbc  case 

of  Judge  Peck,  45. 
on  granting  leave  to  introduce  a  reoohnion  v^ieA 
rcchartering  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  T?- 
on  third  reading  annuitjr  biH  to  Seneca  Imbans,  Si. 
un  adopting  resolution  m  relation  to  the  Indian  m- 

tercourse  act,  208. 
on  amendments  to  general  appropriatxn  bill,  310, 
311. 

on  passing  bill  granting  assent  of  CoogT«ssteanK*. 

of  the  State  of  Ohic^  312. 
on  amendments  to  military  appropriatt<m  btDy  525 
on  bill  authorizing  subscnption  to  a  compiUtion  oi 

CongresuonnI  documents,  326,  337- 
on  pasung  bill  to  adjust  the  claim  of  James  Md*- 
roe,  333. 
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Barnard,  Mr.  on  increann^  the  psy  of  muten  command- 
ant  in  the  navy,  103,  149. 

BeQ,  Mr.  on  inquiring^  into  the  condition  of  the  Port  Of- 
fice, 6,  S. 

Adjustinf;  claim  of  Jamei  Uonroe,  146. 

the  TurkiahmiiKon,  313. 

dutiet  on  iron,  314. 
Benton,  Mr.  on  re<hicin|(  the  duties  on  iron,  41,  43. 

rechartering  Bank  of  the  United  States,  46. 

repealing  duty  on  alum  iait,  120,  179, 193,  194. 

inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  Poft  Office,  181. 

Indian  intercourse  Uw,  30^  308. 

powers  of  CongreM  to  lay  dDticsand  reniliite  com- 
merce, 285,  312. 

internal  improvements^  334. 

ChocUw  treaty,  345. 
Bibb,  Mr.  on  annuity  to  Seneca  Indians,  81. 

code  of  lav  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  309.  ' 
Brovn,  Mr.  on  bill  for  relief  of  ressda  in  distress,  33. 

the  I'urkish  mission,  270. 

duties  on  iron,  313, 315, 
Buchanan,  Mr.  (of  House  of  Reprcsentativea)  on  the  trial 

of  JudjpePeck,  4,  9,  19,  23,  24,  33,  40,  43. 
Burnet,  Mr.  on  report  of  Postmaster  General,  102. 

law  of  Ohio  for  the  repur  of  the  national  rood, 
209,  287,  289,  291. 

Chambers,  Mr.  on  inquiring:  into  the  condition  of  the  Post 
Office,  7. 

code  of  lav  for  the  iMrttiet  of  Columbia,  309. 

punishment  of  erimet  in  (he  District  of  Chrfiunbia, 
310.  313,  360. 

the  Turkish  mission,  213. 

militaiy  appropriations,  325. 

subscription  to  Conere««(mal  documents,  326. 

altering'  bridge  and  draw  over  the  Potomac,  335. 

printing  report  select  committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice. 336,  343. 

Clayton,  Mr.  on  resolution  for  inquiring  into  the  condition 
of  the  Post  Office,  4,  7,  40,  87,  152, 193. 

referring  report  of  Postmaster  General,  IM. 

relief  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  Fort  Delaware,  304. 

duties  on  iron,  322. 

military  appropriation  bill,  335. 

subKsnption  to  Congressional  documents,  327. 

printing  report  of  Committee  on  the  Post  Office, 
337.343. 

Dickeraon,  Mr.  on  limiting  the  Prendent's  term  of  ser- 
vice, 23, 

reducing  the  duties  on  iron,  41,  42,  43,  313,  315, 

321,  322. 
repealinif  the  duty  on  alum  salt,  194. 
subscription  to  Congressional  documents,  326. 
Dudley,  Mr.  on  annui^  to  Seneca  Indians,  29. 
internal  improvements,  215,  333,  334. 

ElUis,  Mr.  announces  the  death  of  his  colleague,  Mr.  R. 
H.  Adams,  2. 
the  Turkiri)  mission,  214. 

Voot,  Mr.  on  inqnlring  into  the  condition  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice, 8. 

reducing  the  duties  on  iron,  42,  317. 
repealing  the  duty  on  alum  sal^  194. 
code  of  Taw  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  309. 
general  appropriation  bill,  317. 
mtemal  improvements,  334. 


For^tii,  Mr.  on  anniUty  to  Seneca  Indiuw,  3!^  30,  79^ 
SI,  83. 
Indian  intercourse  Uw,  305. 
code  of  taw  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  309. 
law  of  Ohio  for  repairing  national  road,  391. 
the  Turkish  minon,  311. 
Frermghuysen,  Mr.  on  Indian  interconne  law.  304t  305. 
puntahment  of  crimes  in  the  District  of  ColumlHA, 
311. 

Grundy,  Mr.  on  inquirii^  into  the  condition  of  Ae  Post 

Office,  5,  8.  78,  86,  149.  194. 
impeachment  expenses,  34. 
referring  report  of  Postmaster  General,  103. 
printing  report  of  Postmaster  General,  149. 
duties  on  iron,  323. 
internal  improvements,  333. 
printing  report  of  Conunittee  on  the  Post  Office, 

336,  343. 

Hayoe,  Mr.  on  bill  for  the  relief  <tf  vetseb  in  ifistro^  31. 

33. 

reducing  the  duties  on  iron,  41,  43,  313,  31^  31T» 

321,  322. 
repealing  the  duty  on  alum  salt,  148. 
Adjusting  claim  ot  James  Monroe,  148,  339. 
pay  of  navy  office's,  149. 
code  of  Iaw  for  the  District  if  Cohlinbia,  309. 
punishment  of  crimes  in  the  District  of  Ctdumbia, 

209,  260. 

internal  improvements,  214^  315.  334. 
Iaw  of  Ohio  to  repair  itationat  road,  388. 
punishing  duelling  in  the  District  of  Cdtunbil,  393. 
military  appropriations,  33fi. 

subscription  to  Congressional  documents,  326, 337* 
Hendricks,  Mr.  on  inquiring  into  the  condition  of  the  PoM 
Office,  149. 
internal  iniirorements,  314,  SIS,  333,  334. 
law  of  Ohio  for  repairing  national  road,  313. 
announces  the  death  of  Mr.  Noble,  330. 
subscription  to  Congresrioual  documenti^  337. 
Choctaw  treaty,  347. 
Holmes,  Mr.  on  inquiring  into  the  condition  of  the  Post 
Office.  5,  96,  103.  197,  304. 
Indian  intercourse  Uw,  305. 
duties  on  iron,  314,  317,  333. 
printing  repeat  of  Committee  on  the  Pott  Offlo^ 
338. 

Iredell,  Mr.  on  impeachment  ezpenies,  34. 
internal  improvements,  334. 

Johnston,  Mr.  on  internal  improreinent^  334u 

Kane,  Mr.  announces  the  death  of  bis  eoDeapu^  Mr. 

McLean,  3. 

on  the  Turkish  mission.  313,  214,  233,  239. 
mng.  Mr.  on  inquiring  into  the  condition  of  the  Port 
fice,  6,  7,  8. 

reducing  the  duties  on  iron,  43,  313.  317. 

the  Turkish  mission,  313,  311. 

■oilitai^  appropriations,  3i35. 

subscription  to  Congresnonal  doenments,  33S. 

internal  improvements,  334. 
Knight,  Mr.  on  reouciog  the  duties  on  iron,  43. 

Choctaw  trea^,  346,  348. 
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UriDgiUm,  Hr.  introducei  a  rafolntion  in  nhHmi  to  die 
construction  of  the  rule*  for  conducting^  the  im- 
peachment, 24. 
on  bill  for  the  relief  of  Teasels  in  distress,  31,  33, 

33. 

on  milking  further  provison  for  the  support  of  cap- 
tared  Africana,  40. 

inquiring  into  the  condition  of  the  Poet  Office,  194. 

code  of  law  for  the  District  of  ColumbiB,  S09. 

pmdihment  of  crimes  in  the  iNstrict  of  Colunbbi, 
911. 

the  Turkish  mission,  341,  362,  380. 

law  of  Ohio  for  repuring  national  road,  390. 

punishio^duellin;  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  393. 

subscription  to  Congressional  document^  335, 336. 

chum  «  James  Monroe,  339. 

internal  improvements,  334. 

penal  code  lor  the  District  of  Colambia,  343. 

UcDuffie,  Ifr.  (of  Rouse  of  Representatires)  on  the  trial 

of  Judge  Peck,  9,  39. 
Meredith,  Mr.  (counsel)  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peek,  9, 

23,  33.  34. 
Ifofinl^,  Ur.  on  pay  of  roemben,  85. 

Noble,  Mr.  on  inquiring  into  the  condition  of  tiie  Post 

OflBce,  5,  8,  308. 
introduces  resolutions  in  rebtion  to  location  of 

lands  in  Indiana,  31. 
a^usting  claim  of  James  Monroe,  148. 
Indiao  intercourse  law,  30S. 
code  of  law  fat  the  iMstrict  of  ColumlHa)  909. 

Fobdeiter.  Ifr.  on  si^uatiM*  the  cbum  of  James  Mon- 
roe, 103. 

oooc«Ding  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Jefieraon,  179. 
pnnishinent  of  crimaa  in  the  District  of  Ctriumbis, 

310, 

internal  improrements,  315,  334. 
law  of  Ohio  toe  repairing  national  road,  289,  390, 
313. 

tidbseription  to  CongresHonal  docamenti^  33^  326, 
337. 

Choctaw  treaty,  345. 

Bobbini^  Mr.  on  subscription  to  Congrearionaldooomenta, 

336. 

penal  code  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  344. 
Bngi^       on  law  of  Ohio  for  repuring  national  road, 

Banford,  Mr.  introduces  a  re'solotion  on  the  sidiject  of  the 
current  coins,  3. 

on  annuity  to  Seneca  Indians,  30,  80,  85. 

the  Turkish  nussion,  313. 
libbee,  Mr.  on  bill  for  relief  of  vesseb  in  distress,  33, 33. 


Silriiee,  Hr.  redodiqf  the  duties  on  iron,  43. 
Sndth,  Mr.  on  abidiiliing  the  charge  for  paaspnis  mi 
clesrances,  35. 

on  annuity  to  Seneca  Indians,  80,  78,  84,  85. 

impeachment  expenses,  34. 

repealing  the  duty  on  ^um  salt,  148. 

adjusting  claim  of  James  Monroe,  148. 

the  Turkish  misnon.  313,  314, 304,  311. 

duties  on  iron,  317,  333. 

nnlitai^  appropriations,  335. 

subscription  to  Congressional  documents,  326. 

on  lus  electicm  as  President  of  the  Senate,  338. 
Spencer,  Mr.  (of  House  of  Representativca)  on  the  bisl 

of  Judge  Peck,  33. 
Sprague,  Mr.  on  inquiring  into  the  oonditim  cS  the  Pott 
Office,  194. 

Storrs,  Mr-  (of  House  of  Bepresoitatires)  on  the  trisl  of 
Judge  Peck,  33,  39,  40. 

Taiewell,  Ur.  on  bUl  for  relief  of  Teasels  in  iimnm,  33. 

trial  of  Judge  Peck,  45. 
the  Turkish  miwon,  313,  215^  374. 
on  his  election  as  President  of  the  ScBste,  338. 
internal  imptovnnents,  333,  3:34. 
TVler,  Mr.  eo  puniihmcnt  of  crines  in  the  INatrietoCCe- 
hunhM,  313. 
internal  improTcments,  314. 
tiie  Turkish  mission,  260. 
duties  on  iron,  315. 

on  Mr.  TaxewelPseleetion  to  tike  duir  of  Ac  Sen- 
ate, 328. 

Webster,  Mr.  on  reducing  the  duties  on  iroik  44, 31S 
315,  Sir,  331,  3S. 
code  of  law  fortbe  Kstrick  of  Coiunln^  909. 
the  Turkish  misNon,  310. 
insidventdebton  of  the  Duted  States,  333. 
sidiscription  to  Congrewonsl  document^  336. 
on  Hr.  Tazewell's  ueetion  to  the  'chair  sf  theSes- 
ate,  328. 

Wi^Kffi^  Mr.  (of  House  of  BepresenCsCfres^  on  Usefiai' 

of  Jud^  Peck,  33. 
Wirt,  Mr.  (counsel)  on  the  trial  of  JudgePeck.  3^3^39. 

letter  from  his  physician  communicated,  29. 
White,  Hr.  on  inquiring  into  the  condition  of  Ac  Pait 
Office,  4,  5,  7. 
on  annuity  to  Seneca  Indians,  29,  82,  84. 
Choctaw  treaty,  346,  347. 
Woodbury,  Mr.  on  reducing  the  dutiea  cm  iron,  41,  43. 
inquiring  into  the  condltioB  of  the  Post  Ofice^  93, 
183,194, 

punishment  of  crimes  in  the  District  of  fTflln«¥% 

210. 

the  Turkid)  nuarion,  339,  311. 

subscription  to  Congressimal  doeomeata^  336b  397. 


INDEX.TO  THE  DEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Acts  passed  at  second  sesnon  twenty-first  Congress,  (see 
.^ppoufix.) 

Adjournment  of  the  House  $ine  die,  853. 

Alczandria  Canal  Company,  bill  authorizing  a  subscrip- 
tion to  stock  in,  introduced,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred, 544. 

Amendments  to  the  constitution,  (see  ConMtitulien.') 
Appr^Miatioss  for  canring  into  effect  eeriiun  Indian  tree. 

ties,  bill  makmg,  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  rttding,  404. 
Ap^^riations  Ibr  arrearages  in  the  Indian  Dqwrtnoen^ 


bill  making,  taken  up,  and  ordered  tothiid  icsd- 
inp,  404. 

Appropriations  for  the  support  of  Goremnwa^  InQ  tid- 
ing, taken  up,  ana  debate  on  proposed  amend- 
ments, 467  to  484t  propoBtioo  to  strike  out  the 
salary  of  the  minister  to  Rum,  484;  debate 
thereon,  486  to  507,  575  to  608,  621  to  658,  CT. 
to  677{  main  question  put,  and  biD  passed,  6r«: 
debate  on  Senate's  amendments,  830  to  SS? 
committee  of  oonferenoe  oa,  845;  report 
agnedtob  846. 
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Appropriations  for  the  naral  aeniee,  biU  makings  tftken 
up  and  amended,  745,  747- 

Appropriations  for  military  service,  taken  up  and  amend- 
ed, 745,  845. 

AppropriationB  for  internal  tmprovementa,  bill  making, 
taken  up  and  amendea,  745,  746,  74ff,  750|  or- 
dered to  a  third  readinff,  755|  debate  on  hi  pa>* 
aa^  755  to  758t  passed,  759. 

Appropi^Aiont  for  fortifications,  taken  up,  747;  amend- 
ment proposed,  and  debate  thereon,  747,  748, 
749;  amendment  neratiTed,750i  Scnrte^  amend- 
ment disagreed  to,  S46. 

Appropriations  for  roads  and  suiVeys,  bill  making,  taken 
up,  787;  cnrdered  to  a  tliird  rea^ng,  789. 

Appnpriatioiu  for  the  lodiui  Department  bill  makiiw, 
taken  up,  823;  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  887. 

Appropriations  for  Indian  treatiei^  bill  making,  taken  up, 
and  debate  thereon,  790  to  793t  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  833. 

Appropriations  for  certain  harbors  and  surreys,  bill  mak- 
ii^,  taken  up,  793,  837;  third  read,  and  passed. 

Appropriations  for  liKht-houses,  bill  making,  taken  up, 
793;  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  Senate's 
amendments  concurred  in,  849. 

Appropriations  for  custom-bouse  at  New  York,  bill  mak* 
ing,  taken  up,  793;  third  read,  and  passed,  837. 

Armory  on  liie  Western  waters,  bill  to  establish  an,  taken 
up,  and  debate  thereon,  450  to  454;  ordered  to 
a  third  reading,  776  to  778;  unin  taken  up,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the.table,  7{8  to  786. 

Amiy,  report  of  the  Major  General  of,  at  die  opening  of 
Congress,  (see  .Sppeadix,  34.) 

Aahl^,  General,  letter  from,  in  relation  to  a  military 
force  at  Columbia  river,  (see  .^fipemfia^  93.) 

Assay  office,  (see  yorth  Carolina-) 

Austria,  treaty  with,  communicated,  850. 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  bill  authorizing  the  con- 
struction of  a  lateral  branch  of  to  the  city  of 
.  Wsslungton,  taken  up,  and  amendment  propos- 
ed, 400;  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee for  the  District  of  Colitmbia,  debate  thereon, 
and  motion  agreed  to,  41S  to  423. 
bill  to  siKhorize  the  construction  of,  taken  up,  679; 
Senate's  amendment  to,  concurred  in,  830. 

Banurien  and  Baimbauz,  merchuita  of  France,  memorial 
of,  presented  and  referred,  560. 

Beaumarchais,  Caron  de,  bill  to  settle  the  claim  of  the 
heirs  o^  taken  up,  759. 

Blind,  memorial  of  the  New  England  Aj^him  for  the, 
presented  and  referred,  393. 

Bounties,  (see  /lisA.') 

Browning,  Samuel,  bill  to  extend  the  patent  of,  taken  up, 
and  laid  on  the  table,  679,  680. 

Buuneaa  of  the  House,  reaolution  for  expecting  the,  in- 
troduced, and  laid  on  the  b^le^  393. 

Casting  vote,  786. 

Census^  bill  in  relation  to  the  fifth,  introduced,  amended, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  398,  399. 

Cherokee  Indians,  petitions  of,  presented,  in  relation  to  In- 
dian reserres,  543)  referred,  544. 
memorial  of,  (see  ^jqtendix,  52.) 

CoiDi^  report  upon  foreign  ulver,  775,  (see  JMencfis^ 
137.) 

bin  in  relation  to,  introduced  and  committed,  775. 

gold,  of  the  United  States,  report  and  bill  concern- 
ing, committed,  775,  (see  ^ipendiXf  148.) 

report  of  Director  of  the  Mint  on  BHays  of  fimgn, 
([see  ^ppeadue,  98.) 
ColMiization  Society,  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  Virginia, 
praying  aid  from  Congress  for  the,  preaented, 
619.636. 

Cokniial  trade  iritb  Great  Britain,  (we  jfypaiditB,  166.) 


Ctanmerce  on  the  Lakes,  bill  to  regulaie,  taken  up,  and 
ordered  to  be  cngrome^  775;  Senate's  amend- 
ment adopted,  848. 
Committee  appointed  to  notify  the  Prendent  of  the  or- 
gamzation  of  the  two  Houses,  349. 
motion  to  appi^  the  standing,  349.  / 
on  the  various  subjects  embraced  in  tiie  Preaidenf  s 

message,  and  debate  thereon,  350  to  354. 
of  conference,  845. 

joint,  to  wait  upon  the  Prendent  of  the  United 

States,  and  notify  him  that  the  two  Houses  were 

about  to  adjourn,  851. 
Commissary  General  of  Subnstence,  annual  report  of* 

(see  JpptndiXt  33.) 
CongreiB,  list  of  members  of  Hie  twenty-finrt,  (see  4p- 

pmdix,  1.) 

Congressional  documents,  bill  to  authorize  a  subscription 
to  a  compilation  of,  introduced,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  786;  taken  up,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading,  790|  third  read,  and  pataedt  815 

to  830. 

Constitution,  amendment  propoaedi  (see  Frttidmt  and 
FteePrttitlent.) 
amendment  proposed  so  as  ttiat  the  ju^;es  of  the. 
supreme  and  mferior  courts  riudi  hokl  their  offi- 
ces for  a  term  of  years,  540;  question  of  con- 
sideration decided  in  the  negative,  540. 

Copyrights,  report  of  Judiciary  CommiUee  on,  364,  (see 
Jlppmdtae,  119.) 
bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  respecting,  taken 
up,  43S|  unaided,  and  ordered  to  be  engross 
ed,  434. 

Cumberland  road,  bill  giving  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  State  of  Otuo,  in  relation  to  the,  ukoo 
up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  831,  828. 
839. 

bill  for  the  continuation  of,  taken  up,  839;  amend- 
ment proposed  and  negatived,  839,  844i  tlurd 
read,  and  passed,  845. 

Debates  in  the  State  conventions,  on  adopting  tiie  federal 
constitution,  and  copies  of  reports  m  Coimea^ 
resolution  introduced  to  purchase  copieB0^617t 
referred  to  library  Committee,  618. 

Decatur,  Susan,  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  to  compensate, 
refused,  615;  taken  up,  debate  thereon,  and  bill 
rejected,  680  to  682;  motion  to  reconvder,  717) 
agreed  to,  728;  various  motions  to  amend,  and 
bill  rejected,  716. 

De&ulters,  resolution  introduced  calling  for  infbnnatioa 
in  relation  to,  670. 

Denmark,  report  upon  the  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  the  colonies  of,  846,  (see  Appendix^ 
159. 

District  of  Columbia,  bill  to  provide  a  code  of  law  far, 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  tUtd  reaiUng,  786; 
rejected,  786. 

Duponceau,  Peter  3.  letter  from,  presenting  a  flag  manu- 
&ctured  of  American  ulk,  commutucatcd,  356; 
report  of  committee  upon,  376. 

Duties  on  foreign  merchandise,  bill  alloying,  to  be  secur- 
ed at  inland  ports  of  entry,  introduced,  747 ;  or* 
dered  to  a  third  reading,  831. 

Edneation,  resolution  to  appoint  a  select  committee  on, 

introduced,  363t  lud  on  the  table,  364. 
Edwsrds,  Amos^  bill  for  the  relief  of,  third  read,  776. 
Engineers,  report  of  the  chief  o^  (see  Jppeadiaet  35.) 

Fish,  bill  to  reduce  the  bounty  on  pickled,  Introdoced,  - 
434  to  436. 

Fontsiuellere,  Count,  acknowledgments  of  the  House  to, 
for  his  ktter  and  treatise  on  the  art  of  cultint- 
ing  the  mulberry,  849. 

Fuel,  for  the  relief  of  loe  poor  of  Washington,  reiolu- 
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tim  Inirodaced  to  disttibvtc  &  porikm  of  ttifi 
■urpkic,  Sl7i  debkte  thareon,  and  reioliition 
acKcd  to,  518,  519. 
Vutkf  fbr  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  OcOTg^town,  mola- 
tkm  introduced  to  dittribute  tbir^  cords  off  558( 
tgreedti^  560. 

GaUtea,  rcMlution  calling  on  the  Pmident  for  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  tlie  capture  of  the  ship,  by  a 
Portt^eae  aquMlron,  tftken  up,andadopted,543. 

Galea  and  Seaton'i  Reifister  of  Debates,  motion  to  sus- 
pend rule  for  reiolutiim  authorizing  renewal  of 
Hibacrtption  to,  850. 

Georgetown,  D.  C.  letter  from  the  mayor  of,  soliciting  a 
donation  of  wood  fiw  Ae  uae  of  tJie  poor 
presented,  558. 

Gorham,  Mr.  leave  of  absence  grmnted  to,  550. 

Guiiejr,  Rev.  Mr.  elected  chapUin,  357. 

Hall  of  the  House,  use  of  granted  to  a  member  of  the 
SocieQr  of  Friends,  and  to  the  Colonization  So- 
ctetjr,  519. 

DHnok  and  Michigan  Canal,  bill  aothorizing  a  change  in 
the  dlsposKl  of  land  granted  for  the,  tsken  up, 
404i  debate  tliereon,  405  to  408t  again  Uken 
up,  and  amended,  411  to  416;  bill  rfjecte<l,  417; 
motion  to  recon«fler  a^freed  to,  417,  418i  again 
taken  up,  and  reconsideratian  negatived,  544, 
545. 

Bfiooii^  bill  tar  the  sale  of  knds  reserred  fer  Mh  springs 
in,  introduce^  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
568t  passed  61B. 

hipeachmeiit,  (nee  Peek,  Jamea  H.) 

Importers  of  foreign  goods,  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain, 
taken  up,  third  read,  ind  passed,  775,  776. 

Indiau^  memorial  of  eitiaens  <^  Sotitbampton,  MMsachu- 
•etts,  prayiiw  the  repeal  of  the  hw  providing  an 
ezclwige  oflands  with,  presented,  618;  debate 
on  its  reference,  682  to  717,  759  to  775}  laid  on 
the  table,  821. 

Indian  affiurs,  annual  report  of  superintendent  of,  (see 
Appendix,  33.) 

InsolTcnt  debtors,  bill  for  tlie  reKef  of,  taken  up,  678, 
778;  ordered  to  s  third  reading,  781. 

Internal  improvements,  report  on,  67^  (see  ^pptadixy 
35,)  (see  AippnprUUiona.') 

Iron,  memorial  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  praying  a  mo- 
dification of  the  duties  on,  presented  and  refer- 
red,  535;  motion  to  reo>nsider  the  reference, 
delMte  thereon,  and  motion  wididrawn,  535  to 
537,  (see  Apptndix,  99.) 

Ju^daty  act,  report  of  committee,  on  repealing  the  25th 
section  of  the,  533|  report  of  the  minority 
agauist  the  measure  received,  535|  leare  refUaed 
for  motion  to  print  rix  thousand  copies  of,  544, 
620.  658  to  670,  725,  730  to  740,  783i  agreed 
to.  790. 

bill  to  repeal,  first  read,  debate  thereon,  532  to 
535)  again  taken  up,  and  rejected,  541,  543. 

jut^ea  of  the  supreme  and  iiuerior  courta  to  hold 
their  offices  for  a  tern  of  year%  54<^  (see  Cm- 

Judidary,  reaolutum  introduced  to  punish  contempts  of 
the  560i  mottified  and  agreed  to,  561. 

Judiciary  act,  report  on  repealiog  the  35tb  section  of  the, 
(see  SppendtXy  77.) 
counter  report,  ditto,  86. 

Land  offices,  bill  report«l  to  authorize  the  President  to 
change  the  location  ol^  455. 

Luda  between  Ludlow  and  Roliert^  linear  bill  to  amend 
the  act  to  quiet  the  titleaoTpurehaMrK^  taken 
up,  539|  OTdered  to  a  third  reading,  541. 


Land  office  in  ^  Territory  of  Michigan,  bill  to  estaUiii 
a.  taken  up,  670;  amended  and  passed,  671. 

Land  pur^asers,  bill  supplementary  for  the  relief  of,  ta- 
ken up,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  776. 

Landa,  bill  from  the  Senate,  supplementary  to  dte  act 
granting  pre<einption  to  settlen  on  the  publie, 
hid  on  the  table,  848. 
bill  from  the  Senate,  aupplemenfeary  to  die  serenl 
lavrs  for  the  sale  of  tlie  public,  bud  on  the  table, 
848. 

Lands  to  officers  of  the  late  war,  report  upon  making  a 

grant  of,  (see  Appen^x,  115.) 
Laws  passed  at  second  session  of  twentr-fint  Coi^rc^ 

(see  appendix.) 
Ijit  of  members  of  the  twenty-first  Congresa,  (ace  Jp- 
peadixt  i-) 

Live  oak  plantations  in  Flottda,  retcdution  ititroduced  in 
relation  to,  360;  amended  and  agreed  to^  £61, 

363. 

Live  oak  timber  in  Florida,  report  on,  793. 

bill  introduced  to  puni«i  the  ofTefiM  of  ctittiag  or 

destroying,  793;  ordered  to  a  thBdTca&ng,T94. 
Lovely,  Perds,  amendmenta  of  tHe  Senate  to  the  bSI  fbr 

the  relief  of,  concurred  ii^  849. 

Hamifacttires,  motion  to  print  reports  Committee  on,  and 
debate  thereon,  384,  385;  amendments  proposed 
and  negatived,  386,  387;  resolution  and  amend- 
ments referred  to  Committee  on  the  Ijbran-.o9J. 
report  of  Committee  on,  485.  (see  Jpperid,'Xtl62.) 
counter  report  upon,  (tec  Jppendur^  68.) 
Meade,  Itichard  W.  bill  providing  fm  the  clahn  ol^  takca 
up,  759. 

Ifileage  of  members,  resolution  introduced  for  adoplmj 
some  uniform  mode  of  computing,  390i  agreed 
to,  391i  joint  resolution  reported,  and  motion  to 
recommit  with  instructions^  466;  proposition  to 
amend,  and  debate  thereon,  467,  486,  507; 
amendment  adopted,  510;  resolution  recommit- 
ted, 532;  t»l]  reported,  527;  motion  to  amen^ 
and  debate  thereon,  527  to  S39i  third  remd,  *od 
passed,  530,  f«e  Appendix,  120.J 

Mifitaty  Academy,  resolution  adopted  cauing  upon  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  information  in  rclatioo  to 
the  number  of  cadets  at  the,  and  to  repot  a 
plan  and  orgamzation  fbr,  454. 

Militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  bill  fbr  the  bettor  or- 
ganization of  the,  reported,  and  twice  read,  5J5. 

MIsieuri,  amendatory  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  to  srH 
hnds  reserved  for  salt  springs,  be  taken  up,  and 
postponed,  615. 

Monroe,  James,  bill  to  adjust  the  cUm  of,  taken  up,  391, 
436  to  449,  510;  enacting  clause  struck  oat  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  517;  again  takm  op, 
debate  thereon,  House  reftised  to  strike  mit  the 
enacting  clause,  545  to  550;  furdier  amendmeriti 
proposed,  and  debate  thereon,  561  to  568,  SSS 
to  571 ;  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  574;  pnaed, 
614. 

Malbcrry,  tiianfca  of  the  House  to  Count  FontafB^ereAr 
a  treatise  on  the  art  of  cultivatii^  the,  MOL 

Navy  yardi^  reaolntion  in  rehition  to  the  expense  ofbdU- 

ing  and  equipping  ships  in,  introduced,  381- 
Navy,  report  of  the  Secretary  of,  at  the  opening  of  Cm- 

gress,  (ace  Appendix,  17.) 
report  on  increasing  the  pay  of  captains  in  the, 

(see  Appendix,  113.) 
Noble,  Mr.  death  of  announced,  and  honors  to  lus  maso- 

ry,  820. 

North  Carolina,  resolution  introduced  to  biquh<e  into  the 
expei^ency  of  establiriiing  an  assay  office  in  the 
gold  refpons  o^  403;  adopted,  404. 
extra  copies  of  committee^  repott  etdmd  to  bs 


printed,  775. 
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Oak  Orcbird  creek,  petitifMt  pmented  in  vektien  to  the 

improvement  of,  359. 
Offieen  ana  wdeta,  retulutioa  introduced  for  reducing' 

•upemumuwry,  533i  debate  tbercoa,  533  to 

537;  resolution  itgr^ed  to,  5S0. 
Offieen  of  the  army,  fiirlou^hi,  8tc.  rewlotion  cairmg  for 

informatum  in  relation  lo^  taken  up  and  agreed 

to,  543. 

Ohio  river,  report  on  the  improvement  of  the,  783. 
Otder,  points  of,  decided.  372.  393, 404,  409,  417,  455, 

475,  485,  509,  510,  518.  520,  521,  533,  533. 

533.  535.  574.  610,  616.  640.  679,  683,  683. 

717,  736,  730^  731. 756,  833,  634^  838. 839,  848. 
Ordnance  Dep&rtiaent,  annual  report  fron^  (see  ^ppen* 

eUx,  31.) 

Palfrey,  Bev.  Hr.  nominated  for  chaplain.  356. 

Pay  <H  members,  resolution  to  reduce  the.  introduced. 
383;  conuderation  of  refused,  363. 
TCiolutiDn  of  inauiry  introduced  to  limit  the  to 
the  number  oi  days  in  actual  attendance,  408; 
adopted.  410;  joint  resolution  reported.  449; 
tliirtl  read,  And  motion  to  recommit  with  in- 
structions, 531,  537)  main  questicm  put.  >nd 
retiolution  passed.  538. 

psynuuter  General,  anntml  report  of,  (see  AppeadiXf  31.) 

Peck,  James  H.  report  of  mmnagem  to  conduct  impeach- 
ment against,  354;  t%plicatioit.  answer,  and  plea 
erf".  355;  mtfSBSge  from  llie  Senate  noticing  their 
rndiness  to  proceed  in  the  trial  of,  356;  reply 
tOk  adopted,  356;  debate  on  the  question  of  at- 
tending the  trial  of,  in  a  body,  357;  House  re- 
pair in  procession  to  tlie  Senate  chamber,  to 
attend  the  trial  of,  S77,  379;  the  House  decides 
to  teaye  the  conUuct.i^  of  the  impeachment  of 
to  the  managers.  SSOj  resolution  to  attend  the 
trial  in  a  body,  adopted,  382)  motion  to  rt con- 
sider resolution,  383t  kid  on  the  table,  384; 
House  attend  the  trial  of.  383,  384.  38^  389; 
resolutien  to  attend  the  trial  in  a  body  recon- 
sidered, 592, 393 ;  resolution  amemled  and  adopt* 
etl,  399,  400;  resolution  proposed  to  attend  the 
trial  during  the  argument  of  counsel,  agreed  to, 
517;  House  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  attend 
the  trial  ot,  519.  533,  537,  530.  531,  53S,  537, 
539,  541,  543;  committee  reptvted  that  the 
Senate  had  refused  to  sustain  the  impeachment, 
and  that  the  court  had  adjourned  sine  die,  544. 

Peck,  Judge,  bill  providing  for  the  compensation  of  wit- 
nesses and  other  expenses  on  the  trial  of.  taken 
up,  540i  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  541;  report 
on  memorial  of  witnesses  on  the  trial  of,  615. 

Pension  Office,  annual  reuort  from,  (see  .^pmdix,  34.) 

Post,  Rev.  Mr.  noounated  for  cbapltun,  356. 

Post  routes,  bill  to  ostabUsh  and  discontinue,  taken  up, 
364;  amendment  proposed,  and  debate  thereon. 
365  to  377;  again  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table,  380. 

Poatmaster  Genersl,  resolution  calling  for  information 
from,  of  the  causes  irregularity  of  the  nails, 
adt^ted,  530. 

Prendent  of  the  United  States,  annual  mesnge  of,  com- 
municated, 349,  (see  .fopendbT,  2.) 
transmits  treaty  between  united  States  and  Den- 
mark, 356. 

message  from,  in  relation  to  the  cm^letion  of  the 
fifth  census,  364. 

message  from,  transmitting  correspondence  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Denmark,  397,  (see 
appendix,  159.) 

meswLge  from,  transmitting  papers  relating  to  the 
arrangement  with  Great  Britain  rcspechog  the 
colomal  trade,  397.  (see  Jfgxaduc,  166.) 

mcMBge  from,  in  relation  to  a  present  of  Arabian 
hones  to  the  charge  at  Conitintinople,  783- 


PreMeut  of  Ae  United  States,  mess^te  from.  coWMUiU 
eating  a  treaty  with  Austria,  850. 

Frendent  and  Vice  Preudent,  amendment  of  the  consti- 
tution in  relation  to  the  electim  introduced, 
379 (  proposition  to  amend.  408. 

Public  lands,  bill  to  repeal.  In  part,  the  act  to  provide  for 
paying  to  the  Slates  of  Missouri.  MiaBSBppi,and 
Alabama,  three  per  cent,  of  the  nett  proceeda 
of,  taken  up  and  passed,  464. 
bill  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of,  taken  up.  and 
motim  to  itrike  out  the  aecond  aection,  719  to 
725. 

PubKc  documents^  (see  CongrasM'ona/Aicumffrfa.) 
Quartermaster  General,  report  of,  (see  Appendix,  39.) 

Revenue,  report  on  the  distribution  of  the  surplus.  539, 
(see  J^^pen^Xt  86^  motion  to  print  nx  thousand 
copies  of,  taken  up,  and  debate  thereon,  550  to 
558.  569,  619;  agreed  to.  620. 

Revolutionary  pensions,  resolution  introduced  to  setapart 
a  day  for  tfie  consideration  of  bills  and  reports  in 
relation  to,  amended,  and  adopted.  717. 

Revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers,  bill  for  the  relief  o^ 
taken  up,  735t  debate  thereon,  and  bill  (wlered 
to  a  third  reading,  736  to  730;  passed,  740, 745. 

Rhind.  Charles,  letter  of,  in  relation  to  a  present  of  Ara- 
'         bian  horses,  782. 

Rule  of  the  House,  resolution  to  amend  the,  which  limits 
the  discussion  of  resolutions  to  one  hour,  taken 
up,  543;  referred  to  sekct  committee,  with  in- 
structions to  amend  the  rules  generally,  550;  re- 
port of  committee  upon,  844;  motion  to  suspend 
rule  for  the  remainder  of  the  session,  negatived, 
849. 

motion  to  suspend  the  17th  jmnt,  848;  wreed  tc^ 
849. 

Salt,  bill  to  repeal  the  ^t  reducing  tlie  duty  on,  intro- 
duced, and  motion  to  reject,  571;  motion  with- 
drawn, and  proposition  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble, 574;  amendment  proposed,  608;  motion  tn 
postpone,  611;  again  taken  up,  615;  lud  on  the 
t^le,  616. 

motion  to  print  report  of  committee  on  restoring 
the  duty  on,  agreed  to,  619,  (see  Jppendix,  120.) 

hill  from  the  Senate,  supplemenu^  to  the  act  tore- 
duce  the  duty  on.  taken  up,  847;  lud  on  the  ta- 
bic, 848. 

Silk,  report  in  relation  to  the  culture  of,(Me  jfypen£3tt95.) 

Silk  manu&cture,  (see  Duporuxau,  Peter  S.) 

SUve  trade,  motion  to  suspend  rule  of  the  House,  to  in- 
troduce reulution  in  relation  to,  n^atived,  73S| 
again  moved,  and  agreed  to,  850. 
resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  prosecute  negotiations  with  maritime 
Powers  of  Europe  and  America,  for  the  effec- 
tual abolition  of  the,  introduced  and  igreed  to, 
850. 

Smith*  William,  InD  fi>r  the  reGcf  of,  third  read,  and  pass- 
ed, 614. 

Southampton,  Massachusetts,  memorial  of  dtisens  ot,' 

presented,  618,  (see  Aufions.) 
Speaker,  motion  to  present  the  thanks  of  the  Hottte  to  the. 

849. 

Speaker's  address  on  atiyourning  the  House  <£ne  dii^  851. 

Sugar,  resolution  introduced  to  repeal  the  duties  on,  355{ 
conftderation  of  refused,  355. 
resolution  introduced  to  reduce  the  duties  on,  455t 
question  of  conuderation  decided  in  the  aAmM- 
tive,  456;  debate  thereon,  456  to  464,  '465,  466^ 
485, 486,  543.  794  to  815,  838,  844. 

Sunday  maih^  memorial  for  discontinuing,  presented,  358. 

Tariff,  resolution  to  reduce,  introduced,  and  oooMden- 
tion  refuaed,  859, 449. 
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Tcnnewee  land  titlei,  motion  to  reconader  bill  of  lut 
•eision,  Kuthorizinv  the  Btite  of  to  fwrfeet,  ne* 
gstired,  383*  391,  418. 

Thonis^  BcT.  Mr.  nominated  fivr  ehspUn,  356. 

Treiiuiy,  annual  report  <^  Secreiirjr  of,  (ice  ^ppendaCt 
42.) 

report  of  the  Solicitor  of,  in  relanon  to  socowiti 
in  suit,  (see  Appendix,  59.) 

Vessels  in  distress,  bill  for  the  relief  of.  read  and  refer- 
red, 519i  motira  to  take  up,  537,  539. 

Virginia  line,  resolution  introduced  to  amend  the  act  pass- 
ed at  the  last  Beaton  in  relation  to^  411|  bill  ex- 
planatory, reported  and  postponed,  615. 

War,  report  of  the  Secretary  of,  at  the  opening  of  CoO' 
^ress,  (see  ApptndiXt  13.) 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of,  in  relation  to  the  re- 
duction of  officers  in  the  army,  (see  Apptndix, 
56.) 

letter  in  relation  to  the  Topographical  Engineers, 
(see  AppmdiXt  58.) 
IVebbt  Joseph  H.  bill  for  the  relief  o(  taken  up  and  re- 
jected, 618. 

West  Point  Academy,  annual  report  of  Board  Of  Visiters 
to,  (see  AppmtUxt  47.) 

Worthington,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  btirsvf, 
taken  ap,  and  read  the  third  tim^  848|  its  pas- 
ses negatived,  850. 

Teas  and  Na^  on  considering  resolution  to  reduce  the 
duties  on  sugar,  355,  449. 
on  the  reference  of  tint  part  of  the  Preudent* a 
message  relating  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uiuted 
States,  354. 

on  eonnderinr  resolution  to  reduce  the  tariflT,  359. 

<Hi  laying  on  the  table  resolution  to  appdnt  a  select 
committee  on  education,  364. 

on  resolution  (or  adopting  uniform  mode  of  com- 
puting mileage  of  memoen,  391,  510. 

411  rescuution  rcqiectii^  pay  iS  memben^  410. 


Yeas  and  Nsys,  oaengrasnogOSnMaaod  BfidngaaGsad 

bill,  416. 

on  Gonrideting  rexdutian  to  reduce  the  duties « 
Si^par,  456. 

on  passing  resolution  to  distribute  wood  lortte  w 

of  the  poor,  519. 
on  passing  mileage  bill,  530. 
on  pasung  reaolution  relative  to  pi^  of  mcmben, 

538. 

on  oonrideting  resolution  to  amend  the  constitntisB 
respecting  the  tenure  td  office  of  ttie  jtulgei  ef 
the  supreme  and  infinior  courts,  540. 

on  bill  to  repeal  25th  section  of  tiw  jucBciaiy  act, 
542. 

on  amen^ng  bill  for  the  relief  of  Janea  Mohoc^  567. 
on  third  reading  same,  574. 
on  paanng  same,  614. 

on  laying  on  the  tabic  the  biU  to  cantianedwdii- 

tiei  on  sal^  616. 
on  patting  mun  question  im  general  q^nvpristitB 

bin,  677. 

on  engrosang  bill  to  compensate  Svasft'^^ecatr, 

681,  718. 

on  cfmndering  mraKnial  of  dtizens  of  SoatiiaiDp- 
ton,  Massachusetts  in  tdatioa  to  tlie  Infisa^ 
684. 

on  engroMtng  bill  for  the  relief  of  rcT<dotioasry 

officers  ana  soldiers,  730. 
on  third  reading  Internal  improvment  bfll,  755 
on  passing  same,  759. 

on  third  reading  bill  selecting  a  inte  fw  a  Westen 

armory,  778. 
on  striking  out  sppropriation  for  wamjt  in  inteml 

improvement  bill,  789. 
OD  passing  bill  to  reprint  Cwigrfssinnsl  docmea^ 

830. 

on  Senate's  amendmeoti  to  gnieral  •ppnpriaiiga 

bill.  839. 

on  adoptinr  res(dution  in  relation  to  tbc  abolilips 
of  the  AlHoan  slave  tnde  by  tbe  msriliine  Vvr- 
era  of  Europe  and  Amoic^  8SO. 
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Alexander,  Mr.  on  reducing  duty  on  sugar,  465. 

salary  to  miniater  to  Russia,  636. 
Angel,  Mr.  on  tbe  clum  of  James  Monroe.  56S. 
Andenon,  Mr.  on  reducing  daty  on  pickled  fish,  4£IS. 

interral  improvements,  787. 
Anher,  Mr.  onthe  absmce  of  the  Speaker  ftom  his  aea^ 
347. 

printing  tariff  reports,  388. 

minister  to  Russia,  487,  641,  671. 

repeal  of  35th  section  iu^ciary  act,  534.  " 

Beaumarctuds's  chum,  759. 

R.  W.  Meade's  claim,  759. 

internal  improvements,  787,  7B8. 

Turkish  misnon,  837. 

Bwley,  Mr.  on  fifUi  census.  399- 

mileage  of  members,  509. 
Bariiour,  Mr.  J.  S.  on  ^ipropriation  ttx  nunister  to  Rus- 
sia, ^6. 

duties  on  iron,  537* 
Bairinger,  Mr.  on  reduciiu>  the  duty  on  bar  iron,  359. 

pay  of  members,  410. 

lUinoii  canal.  413. 

compensating  Sunn  Decatur,  660^  681,  71S. 


Baninger,  Mr.  on  printing  judiciary  reports.  736^  730. 

relief  torevtdutionaty  soldiers.736k  72S, 

harbor  appropriation^  755,  75<^  75& 
Batei^  Mr.  on  bill  relief  Bernatd  KeDy,  396. 

relief  J.  H.  Webb,  618. 

salary  of  minister  to  Russia,  65^  678. 

on  a  question  of  order,  684. 

relief  revolutionary  officer*  sod  ■oUeis^  73^739- 

military  appropriations,  745. 

appropriations  for  Indian  treaties,  790. 

appropriations  for  Indian  Department  823. 
Baylor^  Mr.  on  relief  purchasers  pubUe  brnd^  735. 
•Bdl,  Mr.  on  bill  to  estabfish  poit  roate^  3(7. 

fifth  census,  398. 

IlBnois  canid,  413,  545. 

on  a  question  of  order,  683. 

memorial  Southampton,  MastacbusettSa  pt^iig 
protection  for  the  Indians,  774. 

wpropriation  for  Choctaw  treaty,  845. 
Blair,  Mr.  of  S.  C.  on  bill  relief  Bernard  Kcllr,  394. 

assay  office  at  the  South,  403. 

donation  of  wood  fbr  tbe  pow,  559. 

the  salt  du^,  611, 616. 

salary  of  mu^ster  to  Russia,  641. 
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Biair,  Mr.  of  l  enneasee,  on  hu^or  approptwtiona,  7J7 
*         Western  armory,  776. 
Bora,  ^jg^  appropriations  for  barbora  and  surveya, 

BouUn,  Mr.  on  petition  pnyinK  aid  to  Cokndzation  So- 
ciety, 619,  626. 
salary  to  minister  to  Rus^  639. 
Brown,  Mr.  on  Baltimore  and  Wasliinsfton  Bailroad,  419, 
420,  679,  830. 

Buchanan,  Hr.  on  impeachment  (^Judire  Peck,  554w356. 
357,  383,  399.  ^ 
bill  to  establi^  post  routes,  367. 
repeal  of  35tb  section  ju^ciary  act,  532,  533. 
claiiD  of  James  Monroe.  546,  570. 
printing' judiciary  reports,  620. 
salary  of  minister  to  Russia,  654. 
insolvent  debtors,  678,  778,  781. 
extenuon  of  a  patent,  679,  680. 
code  of  law  for  District  of  Columbia,  786. 
appropriations  for  Indian  Department,  827- 
Surges,  Mr.  on  appropriation  for  minister  to  Busmb,  490, 
'  575»  621. 

claim  of  Jamea  Monroe,  510. 
relief  reTolutionaiy  officcn  and  aoldios,  ^6,  739. 
appropriations  for  haibora  uid-aurreyi^  83T. 
Turkuh  nus^on,  834. 

Cambrdeag-,  Mr.  on  referring  the  vuions  subiectt  in  the 

Prendenl's  message,  353. 

prkitinff  tariif  reports.  385,  387. 

mileage  of  members.  390. 

claim     James  Monroe,  392. 

Baltimore  and  Washington  Raib^.  431. 

redu<nng  the  duties  on  sugar.  486. 

numsterto  Riuna.  501,  631. 

relief  Teasels,  519.  527,  529. 

on  a  point  of  OTder,  530. 

duties  on  iron,  537. 

books  for  use  of  memberB,  617. 

inland  ports  of  entry.  747. 

commerce  on  the  lakes,  775. 

appropriations  for  IntUan  treaties  831. 

tr&de  to  Danish  islands,  846. 
Campbell.  Hr.  on  relief  to  rerolutioiiary  soldiers,  736, 739. 
Carson,  Mr.  on  asny  office  in  the  gold  regions  of  tUe 
South,  403, 775.  »         • . 

pay  of  members,  410,  533. 

Western  armoiy.  453. 

minister  to  Russia,  486,  641. 

mileage  of  members,  529. 

impeachment  expensei^  541. 

eOaim  of  Jamea  Monroe,  545,  570.  614. 

compensating  Susan  Decatur,  681. 

reTolutionary  peonon^  745. 

harbor  appropriations,  745,  750,  755,  756. 

internal  improvement^  787. 

Turkish  miauon,  836. 

thanks  to  the  Speaker,  849. 
Chilton,  Mr.  on  refernng  the  various  subjects  in  the  Pre* 
ndenf  s  message,  351. 

mileage  of  members.  390,  391,  509.  522, 527,  530. 

clannof  James  Monroe,  391,  54&  561,  569. 

relief  of  Bernard  Kelly,  396. 

p»y  of  members,  40^  410,  533. 

Western  armory,  451.  454,  776. 

the  aaU  duty,  574,  610,  619. 

books  for  use  of  members,  617. 

printing  judiciary  reports,  620. 

salary     minister  to  Bua»a.  678. 

internal  improvements,  679. 

compensating  Sunn  Decatur,  680^  718. 

fi^iw  a  day  l(»  the  comidenition     clanng  to  re* 
Tolutionuy  penwn^  717.  ^ 

rchef  rerolutioDaiy  officen  and  soldiery  736. 
Vol.  VII.— ft 


Chilton,  Mr.  on  subscription  to  compilation  of  public 
documents,  790. 

relief  Thomas  Wortbington.  848. 
Clay,  Mr.  on  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck,  380. 

lUinois  Canal,  414,  417.  418. 

three  per  cent,  fund  public  lands,  464. 

surras  of  the  public  lands,  466. 

compensating  Susan  Decatur,  681. 

relief  purchasers  public  lands.  719. 
Oondict,  Mr.  on  referring  the  varimis  subjects  in  the  Pre- 
ndent's  message,  351. 

relief  vessels,  519. 

subscription  to  compilation  <^  public  documents* 
790. 

Turkish  mission,  834. 
Coke,  Mr.  on  the  claim  of  James  Ifonro^  393,  510. 

minister  to  Russia,  503. 
Conner,  Mr.  on  relief  to  J.  H.  Webb.  618. 

eztenuon  of  a  patent,  680. 

general  appropriation  bill,  830. 
Coulter,  Mr.  on  Sunoay  mails,  358. 
Craig^  Mr.  on  nuleage  of  members,  5O0. 

distribution  of  surplus  revenue,  556. 

relief  J.  H.  Webb,  618. 

compensating  Susan  Decatur,  680.  681. 

fixing  a  day  to  consider  pension  claims.  717. 

relief  revolutionsry  officers  and  severs,  736. 
Crawford,  Mr.  on  repeal  m  25th  sectiraijudioiszy  act,  541. 

printing  repwti  of  Ju^ciory  Conwdttee,  658. 

the  CumberUnd  road,  839,  845. 
Crrighton,  Mr.  on  relief  Thomas  Warfhiuton,  848. 
Crodcett.  Mr.  on  Tennessee  hnd  titles,  3^  391,  418. 

Cherokee  reserves,  543. 

compensating  Susan  Decat4ir,  680. 

internal  improvements,  787,  788. 

Daniel,  Mr.  on  bill  to  establish  post  routes,  375. 
repeal  of  25th  section  judiciaiy  act,  534. 
prmting  judiciary  reports,  659,  725. 
extenuon  of  a  patent^  679,  680. 
Davis,  Mr.  of  S.  C.  on  referring  the  various  nbjeets  hi 
the  President's  message,  351. 
fuel  for  the  poor,  517. 
repeal  of  25tb  section  judiciary  act,  533, 
extension  of  a  patent,  680. 
appropriations  lor  hatbors  and  surveys,  828. 
Davt^  Mr.  of  Massachuietts,  on  the  claim  w  James  Hbm- 
roe,  547,  550. 
relief  revolutionary  officers  and  soldien*  736,  7S7. 
commerce  on  the  takes,  775-  , 
reprinting  public  documents,  818. 
Dem^,  Mr.  on  harbor  appr^riations*  746. 
Western  armoiy,  777. 
Cumberland  road,  845. 
Doddridge,  Hr.  on  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck,  380. 
Baltimore  and  WaaUngton  Bailroad,  418L  419, 

430,  433,  679,  830. 
repeal  of  25th  section  judiciary  act,  532,  533, 
544. 

judicial  contempts,  560. 
printing  judiciary  reports,  620,  631. 
compensating  Susan  Decatur,  680,  681.  717,  716. 
relief  to  revolutionary  soldiers,  730. 
harbor  appropriation^  747- 
code  of  W  for  IMatrict  of  Colundui,  786. 
general  appropriation  hill,  833. 
Dmvey,  Mr.  on  the  claim  of  James  Monroe,  570^  571. 

Baltimore  and  Washington  Bulroad,  679. 
Draper.  Mr.  on  judicial  contempts,  560. 

reUef  to  revolutionary  soldiers,  736. 
Drayton,  Mr.  on  the  impeachment  of  Judire  Peek.  38ff. 
399.400.  ^ 

Erinli^  tariff  reports.  390. 
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